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| INTRODUCTION: GOVERNMENT ATTACK ON THE UNIVERSITIES!

THE DECLARATION OF AN "ACADEMIC STATE OF EMERGENCY"

P W Botha's threats to cut off State subsidies to the universities in his
opening address to Parliament this year has been given substance in the
Minister of Education, De Klerk's declaration of intent following his meeting
with the heads of South African universities on 5 August, to attach
conditions to-the granting of State subsidy to the universities.

This, according to De Klerk, with a view to achieving the following
principles:

* The uninterrupted and undisturbed tuition of any study by students:
* The functional, constructive and educationall responsible use of
taxpayers' money: '
* The application of effective measures to maintain good order and discipline;
* The maintenance of tradi:l;inna# academic values and standards.

Details of the conditions which will determine the granting and regulation of
State subsidy to achieve these principles are of great concern to those committed
to a university free from State interference. The following implications are
implicit in the conditions:

* The complete banning of NUSAS from universities;

* "“Good order and discipline" will, we know, be interpreted in the same
authoritarian and repressive fashion which leads the Government to
detain thousands, clamp down on Press freedom and use underhand smears
and distortion to discredit its political opponents. It is safe to conjecture
that police will be given a free reign on our campuses. Expulsion of
troublemakers without fair trial will be the order of the day. Once
expelled, students will not be allowed to study any further at any
other South African university.

* W“Responsible use of taxpayers' money" may well be interpreted as
the universities orienting itself towards the Nationalist government in its
research, political and academic activity. Socially relevant research,
which exposes the negative effects of apartheid laws, may well be deemed
"not in the national interests".

* The "prevention of political meetings” which in the Covernment's view
"promote the public image or aims of banned or affected organisations”
is a very broad and vague condition likely to stifle almost any political
activity. GCovernment propaganda paints almost any anti-apartheid activity
as "furthering the revolutionary climate". Will this effectively ban a
Dakar reportback or a debate on the Freedom Charter?

Clearly, the target of this attack is the critical and open academic and
political climate on the campuses. The conditions prescribe to the Councils,
the role of law enforcement agencies and provide for supervision and
policing of the conditions. These conditions can only be interpreted

as pressure to disallow almest any protest, political activity or legitimate
student organisation. The disciplinary process is devoid of any due
concern for accepted principles of justice., and legislates against sensitivity
to the context of events, or a flexible response to explosive or divisive
situations.

The history of the open universities and their quest for academic treedom

is inextricably tied up with the history of NUSAS and its leaders. NUSAS

is completely open and legal. No evidence has ever come to light which suggests
otherwise, despite a protracted commission of enquiry in 1973. Yet these conditions
render NUSAS and all its aims illegal.

f2.....
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2 BACKGROUND TO THE ATTACK : COUNTDOWN TO THE CRACKDOWN

A systematic campaign to undermine and discredit liberal universities in
general and to destroy NUSAS and SANSCO in particular has been in evidence
over the last year. In the last month this attack has reached fever pitch.

The students and liberal community have been targgt constituents of this
process to undermine NUSAS and SANSCO. We believe that the objective

of this attack has been to lend the Government the meoral legitimacy and

space it needs to take action against students organisations at minimum
political cost to it. At the same time, the Government would be able to

force the universities into toeing their line.

At the same time we believe forces have been at work to divide students
from students, academics and the administrations and the liberal public
thereby isolating the progressive organisations, making them easy meat
for State attack.

2.1 Invitation of Linda to speak at UCT (4 August)

The day after the Worrall incident at UCT, when conflict and tension was
running high and the day before the universities scheduled meeting with

De Klerk, the Moderate Student Movement (the NSF affiliate at Cape Town]
invited Mayor Tom Linda to speak at UCT. In inviting Linda to speak,

MSM had not followed the set procedures for the invitation of controversial
speakers. The invitation of Linda, ex-community councillor in the Eastern
Cape. exiled from his community and unpopular for his role in rent evictions,
alleged corruption and involvement with vigilante squads, was a highly
provocative action.

So much so that Dr Stuart Saunders, Principal at UCT, ordered the post-
ponement of the meeting with the agreement of the MSM and the UCT SRC.
Yet the MSM chose to ignore and broke this agreement by going ahead
with this meeting.

When it became apparent that an incident might occur, a NUSAS executive
member approached Linda directly and asked him to leave the venue on

the grounds that the meeting had been banned and that an explosive situation
had developed. He refused. Viclence flared when he attempted to speak.

This secured extensive coverage in the Press.

Saunders immediately banned all future campus meetings of the M5M which
he said acted provocatively in not postponing the meeting as ordered by
the University. This would be the case until the MSM responded with an
explanation as to why it failed to comply with this order.

The UCT SRC "questioned the M5M's motives for deliberately disregarding
the Admin's ruling" and asked why the MSM did not delay their meeting
and go through agreed procedures. Perhaps the answer is quite simple.
The MSM meeting was planned to occur on the eve of the VC's meeting
with De Klerk, designed to provoke an incident which would invariably
lead to an outcry in the liberal Press about freedom of speech and provide
a perfect "foil" for De Klerk to take heavy steps against the VC's on the
liberal campuses.

NSF Provocation

A commission of enquiry in 1985 under the auspices of the Wits Council
into events on the Wits campus came to similar conclusions about the
actions of their NSF affiliate the SMA:

“The suggestion that the SMA is an innocent victim of, rather than
an active contributor to and indeed cause of, considerable campus
conflict and tension seems to us to be a facile misrepresentation”.

/3...
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Notwithstanding the incident at UCT. a week later the N5SF affiliate at miww..
contesting the referendum there, invited Linda to speak on the campus
on an anti-NUSAS platform. [t is safe to conjecture that their wish was
that a similar incident would occur at Rhodes. Fortunately the meeting was
postponed and only Rhodes students allowed to speak. [Also see Section
5.10.

2.2 Meeting of Minister of Education. F W de Klerk and the University
Chairs of Council (5 August]

Following the Linda incident at UCT, De Klerk and high powered Government
delegation met the Chairs of university councils and the Vice-Chancellors,
in a climate of public condemnation of disruptions and campus violence.

The Minister appeared on SABC that night projecting that the meeting had
reached "agreement" as to how the university situation should be dealt
with. Events following this have put this "“agreement" into doubt.

It was only following this meeting that the conditions for granting of subsidies
were made known to the universities and leaked to the Press.

2.3 Letters sent to parents (7 Augqust]

A'concerned academic"at Rnodes University sent anonymous letters to
parents of students at the university, warning of their involvement on

the campus in the End Cohscription Campaign and NUSAS. The ECC said
the move was typical of a systematic campaign to discredit ECC through
underhand means. The letter blames NUSAS and ECC for bringing about
detentions and fines. This is not the first time this has happened. At
Pietermaritzburg the NSF surreptiously sent letters to all students warning
of NUSAS' extremist political stance and calling on them to vote for disaff-
iliation.

2.4 Disaffiliation campaigns (Rhodes & Pietermaritzburg (10-12 August)

On 10, Il and 12 August, referenda were held at Pietermaritzburg and Rhodes
Universities to determine if the SRC's should be affiliated to NUSAS. Fought
on both campuses by the right wing National Students Federation [N5F),
NUSAS won the referenda on both campuses with high polls recorded.

According to the book "The Super Afrikaners", the Broederbond isolated
what it saw as NUSAS' soft under-belly as:

[a) its reliance on overseas funding;
(bl its policy of centre affiliation.

The first was dealt with through the declaration of NUSAS as an effected
organisation following the Government-appointed Schlebusch Commission
into NUSAS in 1973, thereby cutting off 90% of NUSAS' budget. To target
the second “weakness" disaffiliation campaigns have been waged against
NUSAS since 1976 at regular intervals. In [978, Arthur McGivern, a student
informer of the State intelligence-gathering network,BOSS, revealed that
“"Campus Independent" and the disaffiliation campaigns had been funded
by BOSS5. The "Info Scandal" of 1978 confirmed that the Government had
ploughed thousands of rands into anti-NUSAS campaigns on all NUSAS
campuses. The main content of the attack is NUSAS' policy of centre
affiliation, focussing on the untrue and spurious allegation of compulsory
membership and hiding the referendum's campaigns' true intention : To
undermine NUSAS and thereby student opposition to apartheid,

The NSF attack focussed on the "extremist” politics of NUSAS, our alliance
with SANSCO who they termed a "bunch of violent thugs" (one poster inviting
students to attend a debate with community councillor Tom Linda, who was

to speak on an anti-NUSAS platform at Rhodes, depicts a demonic-looking
Black man labelled "SANSCO thug" wearing "Viva ANC", "Viva UDF" badges
on a military-style beret and a necklace victim in the background], our

Iul EETS®



uy

affiliation to the UDF, who they consistently smear as being a front for
the ANC. and centre affiliation. Clearly, the NSF had hoped to win both
campaigns. leaving NUSAS very weak and discredited as a nationally
representative organisation.

2.5 The State exposed: Spy Danie Pretorius (I2 Augqust]

Security Police on Campus

Case S5t udy
Daniel Pretorius
Age: [9

Active in NUSAS
Full-time member of the SP
Pay: R660 per month
All University fees paid
Travelling expenses
Medical Aid
Pension
Early in August, Daniel Pretorius, an active member of NUSAS exposed

that he was working for the Security Police. This drew attention to the
role that the security Police play on campus.

{al] The Security Police : Undermining the Student Movement

DP was briefed by the SP that 8 000 smear pamphlets were to be distributed
At UCT discrediting the SRC election process. The SP wanted DP's advice
as to when would be the best time to distribute them. OP exposed his

links with the SP in order to warn NUSAS about these pamphlets.

(b] The Security Police: Causing divisions

DP said that his specific brief in NUSAS was to provide information on
any potential divisions or tensions between NUSAS and SANSCO on the
campus that could be created or exacerbated. DP said that the SP saw
the non-racial alliance as a powerful weapon on campus which needed to
be undermined.

[e] The Security Police : Inciting Students

A UCT student has claimed in a sworn affidavit that Daniel Pretorius had
urged students to throw stones at police vans during protests on the
campuses in April 1987. As a result of this incident two students were shot
with birdshot in the face. This allegation came as no surprise to student
leaders and the administration, who have long suspected the presence of
provocateurs on campus.

2.6 Smear Pamphiets (Distributed May-August |

Anonymous pamphlets which either smear NUSAS or are aimed at confusing
students have appeared at regular intervals on the campuses (eg over 10
smear pamphlets have been circulated at Wits in the last 6 months]). These
pamphlets have varied from pornographic portrayals of various NUSAS leaders
to pamphlets issued in NUSAS's name and aimed at dividing student organi-
sations and the PFP.

It is particularly over the last month and in May over the election period
that the smear pamphlets campaign has been at its height.

It is impossible for us to ascertain precisely who is responsible for these
pamphlets. What we do know is that, whoever is responsible, has vast
financial resources and the ability to distribute pamphlets nationally (see
Appendix]).
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2.7 Campaign to undermine student organisations and the public_image
of the University in the Press (Over period [987)

Systematic attacks on the universities have been waged in the Press either
through editorial comment (Ken Owen for example) or in reviews - Financial
Mail letters and advertisements., pronouncements on Network have all led

to a negative and biased public viewing of the universities.

Two issues in particular have received attention:
2.7.1 The PFP Incident

MUSAS was incorrectly blamed for the PFP losing its status as the
official opposition in the recent White elections. It was claimed that
MUSAS called on students not to vote. This was not the case. NUSAS
never called for a boycott of the election. NUSAS stated that voting
was not the most important issue in the White elections and that
students should decide whether to vote or not according to their ,
conscience. The well publicised and co-ordinated claim to the contrary
lead to many an editorial and has done much to anger PFF supporters
and to isolate NUSAS from potential sympathisers.

2.7.2 Campus protest’

Reports about protests on campus are often biased and reflect student
activity in a bad light. The image portrayed in the Press is one of
campuses in almost constant turmoil with regular disruptions of lectures.
This is far from the truth. NUSAS5 and SANSCO are invariably ass-
ociated with these protests and the viclence that accompanies them.
This happens despite the fact that NUSAS repeatedly calls on students
to remain peaceful during demonstration. Our task is often frustrated
however by the overzealous action of the police and the presence

of provocateurs in our ranks.

The Wits Commission of Enquiry into incidents between [985 and 1986, led
by Advocate Bizos, says in its report... "The incidents of disruption and
confrontation which have occurred should in our view be seen in their
appropriate context. First, in the context of a country which is being
brought almost to standstill by opposing scocial forces in the determination
of the majority to secure a new social order; secondly, in the context of
an academic institution the normal activities of which were disrupted only
on a very small number of days in the course of the whole year..."

/6
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4 NUSAS'S OPPOSITION TO APARTHEID

4.l

4.2

Why has the State launched an attack on NUSAS?

* Not out of concern for freedom of speech of academic freedom

The State has never shown themselves to be concerned about either
of these freedoms in the past. Academics and students have been
detained and banned and books and articles have been banned. The
Nationalist party has systematically destroyed the tradition of the
liberal campuses by keeping tight control on who is taught and what
may be taught.

* Not out of concern for peace .on campus

Agents of the State have often acted in a brutal and provocative
manner on the campuses towards students involved in peaceful protests
throughout the early 1980's without incident. Things changed with
declaration of the State of Emergency and restrictions on reporting

on police action. Police have jack-booted their way onto the campus
with sjamboks, teargas and shotguns. There is absolutely no doubt
that it is mainly due to police action that demonstrations have become
violent,

* Not out of concern for the correct use of taxpayers' money.

If the State was really concerned about efficient and effective use

of taxpayers' money in the production of high quality research and
degrees, then they have chosen the wrong university to pick on.

The universities which have received the brunt of their attack -

UCT and Wits, are the most prestigious universities in this country
and, between them, produce more than half the country's total research.

So why then does the State attack NUSAS

* NUSAS keeps students informed and critical

NUSAS has a long history of keeping students informed of what is
happening in the country. This task has been made especially difficult
by the wall of silence that was erected by the declaration of the State
of Emergency. As a result of this information generation after generation
of students have been produced from NUSAS campuses who are critical
of the Nationalists and the destructive course they are leading this
country on. These students are willing to work actively for change.
The State has tried often in the past to limit the effect NUSAS has

by banning NUSAS publications and limiting NUSAS funds.

*  NUSAS co-ordinates action against apartheid

In a context where so many Whites feel impotent to contribute meaning-
fully to change, NUSAS provides a vital channel for protest, a national
voice and direct involvement in the fight against apartheid. This

yvear thousands of students under the banner of NUSAS and SANSCO
voted for | person | vote showing their rejection of the racist elections.
Last year' [0 000 students voted for NUSAS to talk to the ANC expressing
their desire for information about ANC and rejecting Covernment
restrictions on their access to such information.

Such co-ordination clearly frustrated the GCovernment's attempts to
portray the White community as united behind their reform initiatives.
Further, there is no doubt that the Government is dissatisfied about
the limited impact of the State of Emergency on the campuses which
have remained islands of dissent and protest in the face of a massive

State clampdown.



* NUSAS builds non-racialism on_campus

Apartheid has divided students. White and Black students on campus
come from very different backgrounds and vastly different experiences
of South African reality. Invariably too they feel different levels

of anger about the South African situation. It is within this context
that NUSAS and SANSCO try to build non-racialism on campus. It

is mo easy task but is one which we have committed ourselves to.
Over the past 7 years we have seen the power of non -racial student
action on campus.

The State has realised the power of this non-racial alliance, and the
vision of hope that it provides students and the community about
the future and they have made frequent attempts to undermine this
alliance as evidenced in spy. Danie Pretorius's confession.

* NUSAS challenges the universities to change

NUSAS, since its inception in 1924, has played an active role within
the universities, challenging racism and undemocratic practices.

In the 1980's NUSAS has especially focussed its attention on the relevance
af the education we receive both for the African context and for

a society which is in the process of change - [African Literature,
Industrial Sociclogy. Community Health and Labour Law are all courses
introduced after student pressure for a more appropriate education].
Over the past two years NUSAS and other progressive organisations

have made calls on the universities to democratise their structures

so that the structures of power do not only reflect government and
business interests.

As a result of these calls the university has become much more sensitive
to the needs of the broader South African community.

Student action against State intrusion

NUSAS has never been popular with the Nationalist government. Throughout
its history. NUSAS has almost consistently gone against the grain of

White politics. Reflecting the student opinion on the English campuses,
NUSAS has rejected White minority rule and come to ally itself closely

with the broad extra-parliamentary movement for change in South

Africa.

Two of the largest campaigns NUSAS has ever run were about the
intrusion of apartheid into the universities:

* 1957-1959. NUSAS protested against Nationalist moves to legalise
the segregation of universities. Despite the involvement of hundreds
of students and extensive international support, the Government rail-
roaded the Segregation Bill through Parliament in 1959.

* |983. Huge mass meetings were held on all the campuses by NUSAS
to condemn a racial quota system of university admission which the
Government tried to introduce.

NUSAS has paid a heavy price for its involvement in broader political
issues. Owver the 60 years of its existence, its leaders have been
banned, detained, deported and generally harassed.



Mow MNUSAS faces its darkest hour. It is faced with State action that
may effectively ban NUSAS on campus. But NUSAS deserves to survive,
and it is in South.Africa's best interests that it does. But its survival
is dependent on the support and resilience of students on campus.

We call on students to defend NUSAS in this time of crisis and to
defend the universities against State intrusion.

QPPOSITION TO NUSAS

5.1 The NSF - Nationally co-ordinated campus oppositon

The NSF's stated objective is to "free campus from NUSAS". The NSF,

a highly controversial organisation, is widely believed to be deliberately
provocative and to divide students on campuses. They refuse to stand in

SRC elections to test their campus support. Russel Crystal, past-President
and founder of NSF said in an interview with the 5Star - "We have learned
faster and faster that politics is a dirty business. We started off as gentlemen
and now we have learned to operate on a more sophisticated level".

5.2 NSF invites controversial speakers

Besides the Linda example, other examples such as the invitation of Unita
officials into the Wits campus, can be mentioned.

5.3 NSF provokes conflict on "sensitive" days

In the Wits Commission of Enquiry into the events of |4 May |1985, the report
says: "The SMA frequently organised counter-meetings when the BSS had
organised a meeting to commemorate some special or sensitive occasion.
Moreover, ... members of the SMA set up tables and poster displays (including
prominent displays of the South African flag) at peoints of vantage which

are certain to be encountered by those who have attended the BSS5 meeting

in question." Commenting on pamphlets produced for these occasions,

the report questions... "the desirability of these pamphlets being displayed

in a provocative manner which is designed to entice confrontation®.

Commenting on the SMA members photographing campus events, the report
says: "There is no question but that this constitutes flagrantly provocative
and objectionable behaviour on the part of the SMA members concerned.

It is widely believed on campus (and this belief is acknowledged by Wits
Security) that members of the SMA have links with the Security Police or

at least that they might make any material which they collect available to
the Security Police".

5.4 MNSF puts out pro-Government media

Since its inception the NSF has spent huge sums of money on 'glossy"
media, seen as Nationalist propaganda on campus. In 1984, the SMA was

in the forefront of anti-UDF media attempting to link it to the ANC and

the SACP. Much of the information used is widely believed to come from
Intelligence sources. A Wits Commission of Enquiry into campus events
between 1985 and 1986 notes: "...the sneering, at times even vituperative,
tone of a pamphlet..." The Commission also notes the distribution "....at
evidently high cost of elaborate tracts and pamphlets attacking as radicals
all those who do not share its 'moderate views'. On the basis of patriotism,
Government actions are supported and critics of the Covernment are divided.
An instance is a pamphlet which casts the police actions at Sharpeville in
1960 in a sympathetic light".
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The report continues: "The tendency of the attacks on the Lhiversity

and its university officers in much of the SMA literature strongly seems

to echo harsh criticism of this University which is expressed in documents. ..
from the SABC... The SMA seems to be deeply implicated in an assault

on this University's public credibility...". The NSF has made use, on

a number of occasions, of highly costly advertisements in commercial newspapers.

5.5 The NSF has links with ultra -conservative student organisations
internationally

At the Rhodes and Pietermaritzburg referenda, the NSF brought Marc Glendenning.
past-Fresident of the Federation of Conservative Students of Britain onto

their platform. The FCS was suspended from the British Conservative Party

in 1985 for its racism, far-right wing statements and 'rowdy behaviour'.

The NSF has links wit.l'lI the US "College Republicans" - far to the right

of the Republican Party in the US.

The FCS Training Manual, the' Gordon Liddy Guide to Disrupting NUS Conference'
urges supporters to pose as far.left students, start fights, bog down proceed-
ings by making ceaseless points of order and using speeches to cause pande-
monium - for instance, calling for the execution of Nelson Mandela or directly
abusing the audience. Their ideals of a good political job done is to say
something so calculatedly outrageous or distribute literature so obviously

offensive and repulsive, that they will get thrown out of a meeting or barred
from distributing literature.

In 1985, .the NSF held the "Youth for Freedom" Conference, attended by

100 delegates from 35 countries, which set the NSF back RU400 000 at least.
Russel Crystal attended the " jzmba" conference in Angola, hosted by Unita,
in the same year.

5.6 The NSF has dubious connections

* In 198 the Sunday Express revealed that the SMA used the Nationalist
Party's official printers for their publications.

* In 1982 Crystal was seen by a detainee on the I0th floor of John Vorster

Square.

* In 1985 Crystal told the Star "l don't deny | was there. | simply went
to make a statement."

* The NSF, in July this year, held a conference at which Major Craig

Williamson, ex-5Security Police, was the keynote speaker.

* In 1982 letters from P W Botha., Koornhof and R F Botha supported an
appeal for SMA financial support.

* In Maf. 1987, Crystal was the campaign manager for National candidate
and ex-spy. Craig Williamson, in the Bryanston Constituency.

* In 1980, the acting treasurer of the SMA (affiliate to NSF) appeared

before a University Disciplinary Committee for threatening students with
a loaded gun during a political meeting. Shortly thereafter he left Wits

and joined the SAP.

* Lance Crystal, in 1980/8] when asked as a new SRC member to sign an

affidavit, requested all SRC members not to involve themselves in espionage
on campus and said..."| do not want to be held responsible for any patriotic
urge that might occur during my term of office".

f ... ..
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5.7 The NSF undermines the public_image and authority of the University

L

In the Wits Commission of Enquiry into the 85/86 events, the findings
included that "...there appears to be a concerted attack on the University
and its principal officers which has received a disproportionate amount

of publicity in the editorial., news and letter columns of newspapers

and other media. The attack is echoed on campus in the activities

and publications of the SMA about whose sources of funding there

is some doubt. There is considerable doubt as to whether the SMA

is 'broadly based campus organisation' as it claims to be and, indeed.

as to whether it is a bona fide student organisation at all".

* The SMA has, on occasion, refused to restify before University

Commissions and refused to recognise the authority of the SRC. In
November [984, the Special Student Discipline Committee found members
of the SMA, including its Chair [Russel Crystal, guilty of misconduct
and deliberate defiance of SRC by-laws and fined them up to R500
each.

5.8 The NSF's sources of funding are unknown

The NSF's refusal to come clean on its funding sources has led to
suspicion among students and embarassment by the N5F. Right-wing
student groupings are known to have been financed by Covernment
agencies in the past, and in the book, "The Super Afrikaners", it
is claimed that "...various student movements were financed by.the
Broederbond to counter the influence of NUSASB".

Some indications of the NSF expenditure, which includes its RIS 000
a year offices in Brammfontein which it occupied in 1985, its Youth
for Freedom Conference, estimated to cost R400 000, placement of
advertisements in seven major newspapers in November |984 at a cost
of estimated RI0 000, glossy media estimated in 1984 to have topped
the RI00 000 mark - and so on.

And the Wits Commission in 85/86 noted: "It seems evident that the
SMA and its parent body NSF, are provided with lavish funding from
anonymous sources for the attacks which they mount upon this
University and its executive officers..... The presence of covert
funding in campus organisations is a relatively recent memory. The
possibility of its recurrance cannot be excluded. The N5F's refusal

to disclose any information about its sources of funding gives credence
to speculation along these lines."

5.9 The NSF tolerates racism in their organisation

* The NSF claims to be anti-racist. But they have been associated

with racist practices. At Wits this year a speaker at an SMA meeting
assured the audience that..."one day Blacks till be people too".

Mo SMA or NSF explanation was given although they organised and
Chaired the meeting.

* In 198l, the Secretary of the SMA resigned after having come under

pressure over her relationship with an Indian student. Russel Crystal
expressed his disapproval of the friendship. pointing out that the
friend was "after all, a little sunburned”. According to the Citizen
Newspaper. Crystal allegedly told the Secretary that she was welcome

to pop into the office any time "as long as you leave your dark.skinned
friend behind".

fs.....
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* The N5F has done nothing to show it is anti-racist. It has yet

to act against apartheid, to condemn detention without trial, police
action on the campus or the 5t ate of Emergency.

5.10 Repression

NUSAS has faced detentions, bannings., magisterial orders restricting
and banning legal and public meetings, State commissions of enquiry,
smear tactics, such as fake pamphlets or dagga being planted in NUSAS
leaders' offices and homes, police action on the campuses, infiltration,
raiding of offices and homes and harassment of members.

The present threat-agains the universities, however, constitutes the
most serious attack on NUSAS. |If effected, NUSAS will be banned
on the campuses.

State repression such as the banning of the "National United Action
Campaign" meeting of NUSAS, SANSCO and YCS late last year or
the 4 May banning of the protest meeting which Winnie Mandela was
to address, only act to heighten tension on campus.
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UNIVERSITY OF THE WITWMATESRAND, JOHANMNESBIRG

QOFFICE OF THE VICE-CHANCELLOR

TO ALL STUDENTS

Two pasphlets of unknown origin have recently been distributed on campus.
The one pacphlet purports to have been lssued by a student organization,
but the group denies this and has dissoclated itself from the publication.

It seems that these pamphlets have been issued with the lntention to
discredit some student organizations; the nature of the pamphlets and the
country-wide method of their distribution suggest that the persons
responsible for them command rescurces beyond those normally available to
student organizations. ! cannot believe that they have been issued by NUSAS

or by representatives of Wits students.

It is possible that further attempts to discredit certain student
crganizations will take place. Students should not allow themselves to be
influenced by these pamphlets and should be circumspect in their
interpretation of what is proposed in them. The persons responsible for

them dc not have the interests of students or of the country at heart.
The matter has been repcorted to the police and anyone who can throw light

on the corigin of these pazphlets should please inform Wits Security without
delay.

D J du Flessis
Vice-Chancellor and Frincipal

24 February 1983
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NUSAS AND THE ANC

5 Good Reasons Why NUSAS

Reasonable or Treasonable
Should Not Mest With The ANC N
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Open Letter 1o All
South Africans
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BEWAR
LIBERALS

SNEAK AROUND
DISGUISED AS
HUMANS!

We are deeply disturbed by the
participation of the liberals/prc-
gressives in the undemocratic
general election.

What of the unrepresented
masses?

issued by:

‘NUSAS NATIONAL Cﬁ«MFﬁlﬁ"'
Faee L %1
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SALUTATIONSI
HEROES OF DAKAR

NUSAS/SANSCO APPLAUDES AND EXTENDS A
HEARTY WELCOME TO OUR HEROIC DAKAR
DELEGATESI

® They have shown that it is a time for action, not for
the doybls talk that we all know so0 wall.

® Histury has been made by the 50 member team which,

although chlefly compromising white afrikaners, are

united in thelr condemnation of the lllegal apartheid

regime and unanimous in thelr support for the true and

legitimate government of South Africa.

A fendly atmosphers was experienced for four days
whilst the group became aglainied with the ANC's
goals and strategies FIRST HAND — a small step for
Frederick but a gaint step for South Africalll -

WE TOO SUPPORT A NON-RACIAL DEMOCRATIC
SOUTH AFRICA WHERE LEADERS ARE ELECTED BY
THE PEOPLE, EACH ONE WITH AN EQUAL VOTEIl

ONE PERSON, ONE VOTE

ONE NATION, ONE Bﬂl.IHTH‘I"
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JOINT NUSAS - SANSCO STATEMENT

WE. THE UNDERSIGNED ORGANISATIONS, REPRESENTATIVES AND
INDIVIDUAL REJECT THE THREAT OF THE MINISTER OF EDUCATION,
F W DE KLERK, TO IMPOSE A NUMBER OF RESTRICTIONS ON SOUTH
AFRICAN UNIVERSITIES AND THE STUDENT ORGANISATIONS NUSAS
AND SANSCO, THROUGH PLACING CONDITIONS ON THE GRANTING
OF SUBSIDIES TO THE UNIVERSITIES.

WE RE-AFFIRM:

THE RIGHT OF THE UNIVERSITIES TO DETERMINE, INDEPENDENT

OF GOVERNMENT INTERFERENCE, THE MOST APPROPRIATE DIRECTION
FOR THEMSELVES.

THE RIGHT OF STUDENTS AND STAFF TO DEBATE THEIR S0OCIAL
AND ACADEMIC CONCERNS ABOUT THE FUTURE OPENLY. THE
UNIVERSITY'S CONCERNS CANNOT EBE SEPARATED FROM THE
BROADER SOCIETY.

3 THE RIGHT OF NUSAS AND SANSCO, THE ORGANISATIONS MOST DIRECTLY
AFFECTED. TO ORGCANISE THEMSELVES AROUND ISSUES OF CONCERN TO
THE STUDENTS OF SOUTH AFRICA.

WE BELIEVE:

THAT THE UNIVERSITIES HAVE THE ABILITY TO DEAL WITH INCIDENTS
AND EVENTS AND THAT ATTEMPTS TO DICTATE SOLUTIONS TO THEM
CAN ONLY PROVOKE GREATER CONFLICT.

Pk

WE THEREFORE CONDEMN IN THE STRONGEST POSSIBLE TERMS GOVERNMENT
ATTEMPTS TO IMPOSE RESTRICTIONS ON THE UNIVERSITIES!

WE COMMIT OURSELVES TO ACTING FIRMLY TO PREVENT ENCROACHMENTS
ON THE ABOVEMENTIONED RIGHTS.

SICNED:
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HOW SAMSCO VIEWS DE KLERK'S REGULATIONS
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SANECD notes with great concern the current state attacks on uRiversitles.
Coming after a pericd when the state has attacked our organisations in
Bush Campuses, it seexms as if the state is gearing dtself to do likewisco
in the liberal cazpuses. Under the guise of empty slogans like "Acadenic
Freedom"™, the new regulations proposed by De Klerk seem to us to want to

destroy preicisely that which it seeks to uphold viz high academic
standards.

In a systematic campaign originating from dubious qQuarters, attempts have

been made to portray liberal universities as universities which are controlled
and manipulated by a small radical group whose only intention i to destroy
the university. In such attacks SANSCO and NUSAS have been implicated

as being part of such activitlies.

In response to these slanderous claims, we would firstly like to dismiss

as ridiculous any suggestions clalming that these universitiezs are hotleds
of chacs and tyranny.

If this is in fact the case then those making such a claim need to explain
why it is that 2 high percentage of students continue to graduate ani

by international standards a high academic standard is maintained in
universities such as Wits and UCT. )

SANSCO and MUSAS have consistently struggled for the creation of a non-
racial, democratic South Africa in which the human potential of all South
Africans will be realised. We believe that the universities have got an
important reole te play in this process to ensure that the education that
they receive iz relevant for developing the needs of a South Africa we
envisage. We have attempted in many situations in breaking down barriers
that exist between students of different social backgrounds which are
caused by the apartheid system.

Given this we believe that those who have tried to portray the universaty
to be that which iz not, have done so not in the interests of acadenic
freedon or the correct usage of tax payer's money, but becouse of thagr
wiegh to maintain a political system which is inherently unjust and
unconjucive for a free flow of ideas.

To ensure the further development &nd survival of the university we beliove
we have to continue to move along our chosen path. We cannct allow our-
gelves to be derailed by those who stant in the way of the creation of a
democratic South Africa as this, we believe, will lead to our ultimate
detriment of not only the university but to the people of Scuth Africa as

a whole.

Thank you.



LIST OF ENDORSEES: JOINT HUSAS-SANSCO STATEMENT®
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South African Council of Churches (S5ACC)
Detainees Parent Support Committee (DPEC)
Black Sash

United Democratic Front (UDF)

Hational Education Crisis (NECC)

South African Union of Jewish Students [(SALIS]
End Conscription Campaian (ECC)

Progressive Federal P;rt? (PFP} Youth

Young Christian Students

Beyers Naudé, Honorary NUSAS President

Madine Gordimer, Auther and Vige=-President Friends of NUSAS (FONS)
Sheena Duncan, Honorary Vice=Fresident NUSAS
Sir Richard Luyt, President (FONS)
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END CONSCRIPTION CAMPAIGN [WITS)

PRESS STATEMENT

The end conscription campaign (ECC) sees the attempt by the Nationalist
Party, under the auspices of the Minister of Education's recommendation,
to suppress freedom of speech and the activities of NUSAS in a very
serious light.

We support NUSAS in its fight to continue to exist and its work for a
democratic alternative in South Africa. The ECC considers NUSAS to

be one of our strongest and most supportive member organisations and
this is especialy true of our five ECC campus branches who have enjoyed
the support of NUSAS for several years.

ECC, who enjoys the support of a large number of students and organi-
sations on the campuses, regards de Klerk's recommendations as a strategy
by the Nationalist Party to clamp down on all student activity that questions
the escalating civil war conflict in our society., and weorks to build a non-
racial, democratic and peaceful alternative. '

We as ECC pledge our support to NUSAS and stand by them in their.
attempts to prevent de Klerk's recommendations becoming a reality.

ECC reaffirms its right along with NUSAS and SANSCO to expose the
realities of an aprtheid civil war in our country and to build,as a
university community, the desire for peace and justice in our land.

Wits End Conscription Campaign.
"
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OASSSA
ORGANISATION FOR APPROPRIATE SOCIAL SERVICES
IN SOUTH AFRICA

FO Box 3 Was 2050

Bk F o

Jenner Chambers
189 Jeppe Stree!
Johannesburg
2001

Tel 234714
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