


obtain employment on the Cape Town City

Council. In the wake of the 1994 democratic elec-
tions, however, blacks are more readily employed by
the council, but largely in subordinate positions

The continued subordination of blacks eccurs
despite the much-vaunted “restructuring” which is
presumably happening throughout the counci to
“correct historical imbalances” Limited space pre-
cludes a detailed and nuanced account of the emer-
gent patterns associated with “restructuring” in the
counicll, hence the somewhat truncated outline

The former, mostly white, functionaries of the
apartheid regime are well-entrenched in hey council
positions They still occupy strateglC posts and use
the bureaucratic machinery to protect their inter-
ests They are the faceless bureaucratic Mafia who
use the tactics of interposition and nullification to
entrench and secure their apartheid-denved privi-
leges

By means of dirty tricks, rumour-mongering,
innuendo, red tape, undue delays and other tactics,
they slander, humiliate and demgrate blacks and
thus effectively counter the transformation of the
dominant relations of power 1 the council Indeed,
these functionanes are determined to obstruct the
advancement of competent, well-qualified black
professionals X

Precisely by occupying key positions in the
bureaucracy, they are able to distort and misrepre-
sent the abilities and latent potential of blacks

Consider, for example, the current situation in
the council where the majority of blacks still have
no clear job descriptions and thus no clear career
paths Most of the work entrusted to black workers
reflects no direct link with their formal education or
training Indeed, for the most part, blacks are
employed as mere tokens to soothe “whate” guilt
Thus, mn practice, very lttle has changed in the Cape
Town City Council since the elections of 1994

The question arises how does one explan the
contimuation of such subtle and not-so-subtle forms
of racism in the council?

Here, a few pertinent points have to be borne in
mind.

First, it has to be realised that centurles of raclsm
and material exploitation cannot be wiped out by
the mere stroke of the pen, nor can racist, oppres-
sive, condescending, paternalistic, ethnocentric atli-

¥

HZ THE past it was difficult for a black person to

WHITE mbwﬂaz“ The Cape Town City Council 1$ ::nmm.mnmnw for failing to “transform” its workforce
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tudes, nor can arrogance, an all-abiding and
entrenched sense of supenority undergirded by an
essentially missionary attitude which considers
blacks as the “white man’s burden”, be eradicated
by the mere abolition of racist laws

Second, let me state quite clearly- racism isnoet a
word, nior is it merely an idea On the contrary, itisa
living expenence for the majonty of people 1n this
country Racism 15 matenially interwoven with the
very texture of our daily ives Atttudinally, struc-
turally and existentially, racism empowers whites
and disempowers blacks To suggest that one should
not refer to the tenacious effects of racisr 1s to con-
ceal, hide and purposefully distort the experiences
of backs in South Africa 1n general and 1n Cape
Town in particular

Third, racism 1s well and alive even while some
people are talking so glibly about the “New South
Africa” Indeed, the manner m which local authon-

ty has been mnm_umﬁmm and exercised in South
&

Africa and the way in which it 15 being proposed for
the so-called “New South Africa” ¢ la “restructuring”
remnforces dormnant racist practices and, in a very
real sense, it 15 but a subterfuge for the racially-struc-
tured power relations to which the majority of peo-
ple of this country have thus far been subjected
“Restructuring”, as it has thus far been applied in
the Cape Town City Counci, effectively negates any
potentially corrective effect which affirmative
achon could have vis-&-vis black empowerment in
the workplace >

Fourth, with regard to affirmative action, we
need to remember that 1t is not something new It
has always been around What were the “colour
bar” and the “Group Areas Act” but affirmative
action in practice? Indeed, affirmative actienls as
old as apartheid and as new as “restructuring” In
short, affirmative action refers to power, power 1
the workplace, the power enjoyed by a largely white
management to enforce and maintain their inter-
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ests, benefits and privileges, frequently at the
expense of the digmity and integrity of ordinary
black workers

Fifth, are the very people who were responsible
for implementing job reservation, the colour bar,
the Group Areas Act, etc now suddenly prepared to
apply the prinaiples of affirmative action, that is, are
they prepared to promote blacks? In other words,
are the oppressors of yesterday, the liberators of
today? This simply sounds too good to be true
Indeed, reality makes a mockery of this sudden
change of heart since, while management are pre-
pared to appoint blacks to very junior positions,
they make very sure that no qualified black, who
can stand his/her own ground is appointed to senior
positions Also, the largely white management
seems to be using affirmative action to promote
mostly white women, the occasional promotion to
higher echelons of a black male or female notwith-
standing At the nisk of being termed racist, in reality
this means entrenching and maintaining white
privilege and white power

- Inthe light of the appalling situation in the Cape
Town Municipality, where blacks wath skills are sys-
temnatically ignored, it is suggested that central gov-
emment, implement the following as soon as possi-
ble

e Appoint a commission of inquiry to mvesti-
gate the effectiveness of existing transformation
programmes in the city council

o Conduct a reliable skills audit in the councl
e Scrutimse the current evaluation procedures
used to screen candidates who apply for promotion
m the council as the present procedures appear to
merely function as a smokescreen to affirm the
appointment of pre-determined candidates

# Monitor black advancement on a regular basis
and set targets and time-frames for concrete, visible
change throughout the council.

o Institute a rehabilitanon programme to intro-
duce and reorient management to the ethics and
principles of non-raclal, non-condescending
humane employment practices

Central government has an opportunity and,
indeed, a duty to act against all forms of racial exclu-
siont, marginalisation and subordination in the
Cape Town Clty Council Black workers expect

nothing less
Q Dr fohn ] Willams 1s pnnapal planning professional

for policy and research at the Cape Town muntcipalty
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WESTERN CAPE GOVERNMENT

mafiles
Kriel's power grab may
sow seets of his downfall

@)

Western Cape premier stakes his political future on his provincial
power base. But it could come to naught if he fails to deliver

ver since Cape Town lost the 2004
EOIymplc bid, the Westem Cape’s Na-
tional Party (NP)-dominated govern-

ment has been behaving as if the province
15 1ts fiefdom in perpetuity — and to hell
with the consequences

When former NP leader F W de Klerk took
the party out of the Government of National
Unity in 1996, the Cape Nats — led by
premier Hernus Knel — conspicuously
chose to retain the unity principle at provin-
cal level

Indeed, Knel at that stage foresaw
provincial unity enduring well into the next
century

The mmplication was the Cape Nation-
alists were not in lockstep with their na-
tional counterparts, and knew what was
best for the Western Cape

Late last year, however, the pretence
began to unravel and has now formally
been abandoned

As ratified by the Constitutional Court,
the regional constitution makes no pro-
vision for a government of provincial unity,
and Kriel has served notice on the ANC
members of the executive council that

they must depart by January 15, when the =

regional law comes mto effect and they
are replaced by NP, Democratic Party
(DP) and African Christian Democratic
Party (ACDP) Ministers

The split was first signalled by %
the ANC's refusal to vote for the g
1997-1998 provincial budget, 3
which legislated for a defiat of
R247m despite objections from
Finance Minister Trevor Manuel

The province’s  anticipated
deficit, 1n fact, exceeds Rlbn, with the
worst effects bemg felt in education and
health

The split intensified with arguments over
the provincial constitution, which the ANC
rejected The upshot was the ANC refused
to accept an offer by Knel for two min-
isterial positions and the premier has an-
nounced his enhistment of the smaller par-
ties

Outgoing Health MEC Ebrahim Rasool
(ANC) says the DP and ACDP have been

-

given 17% representation m the 12-member
provincial cabinet, while the ANC enjoys
33% electoral support n the province but
now holds no executive posts

In the ethnically divided Western Cape,
this means the Im Afncan population of
Greater Cape Town — many of its residents
i informal settlements with scant access to
health or housing — has In effect been cut
adnft from executive consideration Ac-
cordingly, the ANC has vowed to mniflate
widespread — though as yet unspecified —
protest action against
what it describes as \
entrenched  white \
pnvilege ¢

In fact, the flow of ¥-
the provincial re-
sources has
favoured the
coloured popula-

tion as well as whites — and the Nahonal
Party relies mainly on coloured support for
what 1t appears to regard as an unas-
satlable base

The Western Cape was the birthplace of
the ANC-aligned United Democratic Front
(UDF) 1n the Eighties, which drew much of
its leadership from the coloured intelli-
gentsia

That phase appeared to have passed by
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1994, when a majonty of coloureds voted
NP But 1f the ANC can organise credibly —
under the leadership of someone more
charismatic than Justice Minister Dullah
Omar (Rasool 1s tipped to be the new
leader) — then it could well regamn support
as coloured and black commumnties cohere
1n an alliance against a common margmnal-
1sation

It would have served Knel's pohtical sur-
vival best if Rasool had been retained In
Health, which goes to Pieter Marais (NP),
and if Education had been given to an ANC
fisure such as Chris Nissen The entirely
ineffectual Martha Olckers (NP) has been
relieved of Education and replaced by Nick
Koornhof (NP), who will move across from
the National Assembly

Kriel's new team s not impressive Apatrt
from the troublesome portfolios of Health
and Education, where the NP will now have
to take the blame for fallures i delvery,
Community Safety {formerly Police) will re-
matn with Gerald Morkel (NP), of whose
abilities the Cape Times remarks “Would
that the communty were safe (Morkel's)
department has been singularly unsuccess-
ful n curbing gangsterism on the Cape
Flats The formation of Pagad would not
have been necessary had the police been

“__-_l—-——l—_ﬂ_l‘-ﬂ-

more effective ”
While Knel had ANC members n his
cabinet, he was safe enough blaming cen-
tral government for under-funding and
concomitant cnises mn key social ser-
vices Now he will be specifically tar-
geted for such fallures by the ANC,
who will be able to rely on mounting
discontent among poorer commu-
nities
An early casualty could be the
relocation of parliament to another
province, simce Western Cape ANC
members could be less mnchned
than before to fight for its re-
tention
Perhaps, however, this 1s of m-
nor importance to Kriel He appears
to be calculating that the NP wll frag-
ment In the 1999 election ~— except in his
territory If so, that would not just make
him leader of the sole undisputed Na-
tionahst province, but serve to eclipse
the NP's new and untred leader, Marthi-
nus van Schalkwyk, the floundenng suc-
cessor to De Klerk
All that could stam this dream would be
such a dramatic fatlure by Knel's NP to
serve its traditional Cape constituencies
that the ANC 15 widely seen as a functioning
alternative to the Western Cape Nats That
realisation may take quite some time to
dawn — hence the seeming complacency of
Kniel and his cronies Peter Yilhelm
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Proposal for one ‘meg ga01ty

heading for stormy passage

CLAUDIA CAVANAGH
METRO EDITOR

HACKLES are rising m council corri-
dors across the Cape Metropohtan
Area as councillors and officials grap-

ple with the green paper on local gov-

ernment’s proposals for the forma-
tion of a single city or “megacity” to
govern the entire area, .

.+ «-TH1s comes scarcely six months
after the current two-tier system rose
from the:ashes of 18 different admin-
istrations in one of the biggest
unbundling exercises ever to take
place m an organisation — public or
private — m the Western Cape.

And at the Afncan National Con-
gress’ national conference in Decem-
ber, the megacity model was
endorsed by the governance commus-
ston after a scant five-nmnute debate
This as good as guarantees 1ts mclu-
sion in the whate paper.

Critics at central government level
say the current Cape Metropolitan
Counci (CMC) and six Metropolitan
Local Councils have failed to redis-
tribute wealth and are expensive.

But National Party and Democrat-
ic Party councillors say the system has
not been given a chance

A megacity, they say, will stmply
take local government further away
from ratepayers, affect the quality of
services and lower the morale of
31 000 council employees already
suffering from “transition fatigue”

7 1]

“Imagine the current metropoli-
tan area (which stretches fr{}m the
Strand through Somerset West, to
Atlantis and back down through
Cape Town to Cape Point) becoming
one municipality serving three-mil-
lron people,” said the chairperson of
the CMC's executive commuittee, NP
councillor Mr Prerre Uys.

At the moment, about 300 coun-
ctiiors represent ratepayers in the
Cape Metropohtan Area.

“The single city system would be
almost unworkable, with anything
from 60 to at most 100 councillors
serving the whole metropole How
would they be accountable? How
would they serve constituencies of
30 000 people adequately and how
would they be able to uplift commu-
mities?” asked Uys

Snowed-under politicians would
simply hand over the reins to
officials, allowing a “30 000 strong
bureaucracy” to run the show.

DP councilior Mr Gordon Mer-
rington sad: “We're i the middle of
a major upheaval and services have
already suffered Can you imagine
what will happen if we scrap all this
and start again?”

But those punting the single city
— one of four options outhned in the
green paper — say it would avoid
duphcation, dramatically cut costs
and result in a leaner administration

Most importantly, it would redis-
tribute resources fro

!
i

ch and pan-

263

ly wh1te suburbs to poor black town-
ships, they say.

“We need one city, one entity,
one standard and equality,” said ANC
councillor on the CMC Mr Mzukisi
(Gaba,

“Tust thank of the administrative
costs mvolved 1n running the CMC
and the six local authorities

“One city would go a long way to
streamlinmy this,” Gaba said. " -

A member of the white paper port-
folio commuttee pomnted out that the
current system was never intended to
be the last

“It began with the understanding
that the status quo was merely part of
the transition Our immediate prob-
lemn was to democratise and stabilise
local government as soon as we could
— and then take time working care-
fully towards an 1deal new system,”

And 1t seems as though local
councils will have little choice in the
matter

“The division of powers and func-
tions of the metropole and local
authorities was a locally negotiated
compromise From a national pomnt
of view 1t represents very parochial
interests. Local government 1s of
national importance — it's where
economic growth happens and we
have to get 1t right now while things
are still quite fluid,”

® Parliamentary public hearings
on the white paper on local govern-
ment will be held next month
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AT least 31 000 hives were disrupt-

ed by'the shuffling 1n local gov- .

ernment in the Cape metropole
last year.
In one of the biggest restruc-
turing programmes undertaken
n.the Western Cape, about
10 000 people were transferred
1om the old Cape Town Councii,
says Cape Town’s executive direc-
tor for finance, Mr Philip van
* Ryneveld {

- OnJuly 1, six new Emﬁoﬁum.

tan local councils and the Cape
Metropolitan Council rose from
the ashes of 18 admuni &mﬂﬂﬁ

*,_ The new counciis Eﬂm the
product of nearly four years of
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intensive negotiations and of Em old Cape Town administration
first democratic-local govern-  alone
' ment elections. “ Some staff were moved from
1f legislation providing for
“megacities’ is

approved by Par- ‘Morale was low  and some to the
lamen, hettiee | — putwe'reover 2ol
tions of Johannes- | the worst ... we're Others took up
o Dutanand | enering thenéw  Rostons wih

- have to dismantle | Yedr with morale  berg msn_._&m new
mme dtness.,| pickingup... . .., SYAS e Town
‘,gle council for- | * ' ¢ ! “In effect, the

“each mietfopolitan’’
area in the next
local government elections —

and wmmﬁ thélohg process again.
" In thé past year, 17 000

employees have been shed by the

~old ‘Cape Town
City Council was
%E up in five ditections. It no
longer exists,” Van Ryneveld said
“(It was) a major unbundling
exercise involving one of the

{

Cape Town to the Cape Metro~
politan Council
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largest Emﬁammﬂoum m the O..%m.
“Then came the amalgama-
tion The new City of Cape Town
rose up from parts of the old, as
‘well as Pinelands, Ikapa (which
included Nyanga, Langa Gugule-
tu, Brown’s Farm and KTC),
Crossroads and several other
areas that previously fell under

.the junisdichion of the old Region-

al Services Coun
Tackled next was the daunt-
_1ng task of determining which
staff members should be allocat-
ed to wiuch mumapalities
- "“Some were easy — but what
do you do with someone in the

“treasury department who ran the

4

finances for the whole city?” Van
Ryneveld sa1d. Lo,
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process and each:procedtire had
to be negotiated with-all three
-umions Then the administra-
tion Huc:ﬂnﬁﬂm also’ rmn to
agree.” t N
-~ All of this has' Wmmu mnE,.mqmﬁ
and the nﬂmﬂmm@dmﬁm almést
complete o
“For many people 1t was trdi-
matic,” Van Ryneveld said < ;
“There was much uncertainty
and anxiety among statf mem-
bers and morale was low — buit
we'teovertheworstt "7

“I'm confident Emﬁ e're
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.entering'the new .yedr with

~, Imorale Eacbm up,” : .

«  Abov and mn spite %Em
disruption to staff — the’ delivery
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2 BUSINESS DAY, Tuesday, January 13 18998 - i

Welfare organisations face closure as provincial mﬁwam dry up

Jacob Dlaminl were turned away from pay pomnts after the held between the council and the welfare notre uﬁmEHnﬂmﬁW ,_ — that _.m had vmﬁw EE%_“EHE employed people had tned to get food from
i province smdit had run out of mone mintstry 1n an attempt to avert the finan- Welfare Mimster Geraldine Fraser- and Manuel had not been scheduled to ap- the Salvation Army
EASTERN Cape welfare orgamsations Kalhs blamed the cnsis facing we so- cal cnsis but that these had failed. Welfare Moleket sand yesterday that progress had pearatthe newsconference Generous donations from bakeries, s-
could be forced to halt their operations and ~ cietzes on the lack of mﬁmﬁﬂmﬁ submdies  societies would now put preasure on central  been made in her discussmions with Finance Meanwhile, hungry pensioners, some of cuit manufacturers and the public had en-
lay off hundreds of slalled personnel as the and saud the Eastern Cape government had  government to resolve the criaie Mumster Trevor Manuel and Eastern Cape whom had not eaten for five days, rushed abled the Salvation Army to meke food
financial crisis cnpphng the cash-strapped alashed subardies for private welfare organ- Failure by ernment to intervene premer Makhenkes: Stofile for food distmbuted by the Salvation Army parcels, she said. A R10 000 donation from
province deepens 1sations by 42% oould lead to a collapse of the enfare welfare Fraser-Moleket: saxd Eastern Cape pen- mEastLondon yesterday the Salvation Army headquarters had been
The E_Snwmmm. Chuld Welfare soce This would have a devastating effect on  systemn 84, Kahs sand sioners would recerve their January pen- Salvation Army Eﬁu Minam Claydon a“hfesaver”.
had to close 1ta doors yesterday afier s about 5 600 destitute children who depend- Kahs blamed the Eastern Cape’s finan- sons soon end that an announcement de- gaid there had been *bedlam” at the army’s In Grahamstown concerned chizens
salary cheques bounced, while the Graafi- ed on the 19 private welfare orgamsations a2l problems on “mmeffectual management” measures mntended to solve theerisis  offices yesterday morrung as hundreds of _banded together to raxse R30 000 to back a
Remnet society was beheved to have gone 1n- operating n the province for thewr well- and Mnﬁ. budgeting and administration He  would be made today ople came to collect food parcels that had “voucher system as an emergency system for
to overdraft by R160 000 being, Kahs sand. could not understand how the Eastern Cape ECN reports that an announcement on wwmb assembled over the weekend Police , pensoners
SA National Counal for Child and Fam- Kals smd 91 socral workers and 28 aux- welfare department faled to anttapate a how much money central government were eventually called to control the crowd + Social development centre director Thel-
ily Welfare director Andre Kalis saxd many ihary workers 1n Eastern Cape would lose wEmn.m.mﬂ deficit. would be giving the Eastern Cape welfare Volunteers were checking the creden- , ma Henderson smid a commuitee would set
pnivate welfare organisations were likely to their jobs unless government intervened owever, Eastern Cape welfare depart- department was expected on Friday, but tals of pensioners to prevent people talong  up a system allowang needy pensoners to
cose down as government officals tried and restored subsdies to private welfare ment spokesman Cinga Nokwe said the this was delayed until today —ostengsiblyso  more thanone parcel each., obtain vouchers to purchase grocenes at

frantacally to help the Eastern Cape raise societies, moat of which depended on state provincial government could not have an- that Finance Minster Trevor Manuel could One of the driving forees behund the mmmm certain local stores untd January 20, by
money to meet its social secunty commat- gubgidies for 60% of their mmﬁdhm tiapated last week’s debacle Nolkwe saxd  attend, However, the apokesman for London food callection, Karen n_m»MmaF gaxd when 1t was hoped that the pension prob-
Emﬁﬁrﬁnﬂmawﬁnﬁmumuamﬁauﬁnumﬂ Kahs sad various meetings had been *The problems were mainly techmeal and Manuel, Jenmfer Wilson, saud yesterday thatbesides pensioners, hordes of otherun-  lems would be sorted out
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CHRISTO VOLSCHENK
ECONOMICS EDITOR

Cape Town — Trevor Manuel, the
finance mimster, and his welfare
counterpart, Geraldme Fraser-
Moleket1, have found a short-
term solution to the cashflow cri-
g5 encountered by the Eastern
Cape government, but details of
the rescue package or the posst-
ble 1mplications on the Budget
were not released yesterday.

The Eastern Cape’s money
problems led to the non-payment
of pensions to 632 000 pens1oNers
last week

All outstanding pensions
would be paid but no exira mo-
ney would be allocated to the
province from the national go-
vernment, Fraser-Moleketl said

Fraser-Moleketl sald she
would announce tomorrow how
the cash crisis would be solved

She said that “some progress”
had been made In negotiations
with Manuél to help the pro-
vinclal government find the

PAYOUT Web"aré minister
Geraldine Fraser-Mo lekett

R800 million 1t needed to pay out
pensions 1n the ]ast three months
of the current financial year.
Budget-watchers speculated
that Manuel maght have agreed to
short-term relief 1 the form of a
guaraniee on a hank overdraft
The welfare mimsiry estimat-
od that the nine provinces would
overspend about R1,5 billion on

welfare m the financial year

in the Eastern Cape alone the
over-expenditure on welfare
could amount to R640 milion,
the mimstry said, with KwaZu-
in-Natal estimated to oversp end
by R411 million and Northern
Province by another R436 mil-
lion

Manuel reportedly told Fras-
er-Moleket1 and the Eastern Cape
welfare MEC Mandisa Marasha
that the cash crisis was a prob-
lem to be solved by the welfare
ministry and the provinces

He reasoned that provinces
decide how they want to spend
the lump swmns allocated them by
the natonal government.

It 18 not clear what went
wrong with the budgeting pro-
cess m the Eastern Cape, but a
spokesman 1n the finance minis-
try said “it was not necessariy
an allocation problem”, gparking
speculation that admnistrative
deficiencies and ghost pens1on-
ors might have led to mis-
spending of MONEy.

-tk

P

g - b Kl



- warrwrvesssasbbdtiaesbiin -

&

but Ramatlakane renames road

4 1A

These were 1mportant because of the lakaneleaveshispostthis wee :
“anormous 1mplications” of changing a road Mr Ramatlakane said Mr mmwwmwm had | 7
ﬁ name, because 1t affected things such as  given no reason for trying to stop the cere- |
The outgong Minister of Transportand maps mba addresses mony He said he would continue to defy the |+~
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. . CAROL CAMPBELL and ASHLEY SMITH
o STAFF REPCRTERS
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Public Works Leonard Ramatlakane
openly defied Western Cape Director
General Neil Barnard today by
renaming the Stellenbosch arterial road
Dr Nelson Mandela Drive.

About 100 ANC supporters chantmg anfi-

“Mr Ramatlakane did not follow these
procedures and what he 1s doing 1s 1llegal If
he puts up the sign, it will have to be taken
dowmn,” said Mr Koole

A road-naming committee had to
approve all name changes to prevent chaos

autocratic way m which the National Party
was running the province

People 1n the province were not fools, he
sa1d, and that their eyes would be opened to
the National Party’s heavy-handedness
The road m question 1s the M12, the Stel-

|
m National Party slogans joined Mr Ramat-  on the country’s roads, he said lenbosch arterial road -
= 3 lakane as he cut the ribbon to rename the Although Mr Ramatlakane was the mm- Friday 1s the African National Congress o
road 1ster and “free to do as he pleased”, the pre- minister’s last day in office e s ﬁ h -
Provincial aunthorities had earlier said  mier had taken legal opinion on the 1ssue Mr Ramatlakane’s spokesman, Dumisam ’ LI A N

- Mr Ramatlakane could not rename theroad and had been told the change was 1llegal Ntuli said his minister had spoken to Mr
because he had not gone through the ﬂcwEE Attoday’s unvellmng ceremony In Belhar, Mandela, who had given the naming of the

i procedures > Tasheem Essop, ANC provincial member of ~ road hus blessing .
m Chris Koole, a spokesman for Western parliament claimed that-attempts by Mr “Remember Nelson Mandela was a Cape- 4
ok Cape Premier Hernus Kriel, said Mr Ramat- Barnard to stop the ceremony from taking tomian for 27 years whaile he was a prisoner = :

| LEOMN MULLER
No way: ceremony veiod by Niel Barnard

-

TLEONMULER  ]gkane’s plan was being stopped because he  place were a ploy “to claim recognition for — on Robben Island and he deserves this hon-
Uﬂmzﬁ_zmn _.mozma _“_m_.z-..mxm:m pushes on had not followed proper procedures the building of the road after Mr Ramat- our.” Mr Ntuh said
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CLIVE SAWYER AND BLACKMAN NGOROD
STAFF REPORTERS

Premier Hernus Kriel today
signed the new Western Cape
constitution 1nto law, arrevocably
changing the tone of politics 1n
the province i the 14 months
run-up to the next election

The constitution brings to an end
compulsory power-sharing in the
provincial cabinet and signals the end
of office for four African National Con-
gress provincial cabinet mimisters

Protesting ANC supporters out-
side the provincial headquarters
forced the removal of a red carpet for
arriving dignitaries from busy Wale
Street to the underground parking
entrance in quiet Keerom Street

The demonstrators carried plac-
ards reading “Kriel goes backwards”
and “No to Kriel's Apartheid Consti-
tution”

Dozens of police with riot shields
stood guard outside the butlding

The brief signing ceremony was
attended by VIPs, includimg members
of the provincial legislature, their
spouses and senior police and defence
force officers,

speaking during the ceremony,
Mr Kriel said by producing its own
constitution the Western Cape had
ensured that a liberal democracy was
establishing itself at the southern tip
of Africa This liberal democracy
meant hope for the future through the
entrenchment basic freedoms and

BLACKMAN NGORO
STAFF REPORTER

Firmg his last salvo in office,

outgomeg provincial Economic
Affairs Minister Chris Nissen
accused the National Party of

“mastering the art of corruption”.

“There 1s a huge conspiracy
where whates 1 the National Party
seek to entrench white privilege by
any means possible,” the African
National Congress mimister sad

“Corruption 18 rampant here It’s
no better than most of the African
states to whom whites try to preach
good governance ”
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gets his new co:

Protests as signing marks end of o
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Unveiled: Leonard Ramatlakane opens the Dr Nelson Mandela Highway

mdividual rights “We can be proud
that the Cape of Good Hope has
become the anchor of democracy
through 1ts tnique provincial consti-
tution ”

The constitution was a symbol of
hope and confidence m the future

Mr Kriel said 1t had a number of
unique features, including

B a children’s commissioner

N 2 commissioner on the environ-
ment

Mr Nissen said 1t was “a sad day
for the Western Cape that we don’t
have an Afirican in the government It
creates the feeling that 1t 1s whates
and coloureds agamst Africans

“It would have been better to have
had a spokesman for the African
commumity But you can’tjustlook at
the colour 1ssue, 1t 1s performance
that counts ”

He also said he wanted the West-
ern Cape’s underprivileged to contin-
ue to benefit from the reconstruction
and development programime,

Mr Nissen’s successor, Hennle
Bester of the Democratic Party, said
the DP had tried its best to get

B provision for provincial sym-
bols

B the principle of a market-driven
economy

The constrtution also provided for
minority rights and stipulated

Afrikaans, Enghish and Xhosa as offi-
cial languages

Outside the building, ANC sup-
porters milled around, waiting to
hear speeches due to be made by the
ANC’s leader 1n the Western Cape,

NP masters of corruption, says outgoing Nissen

Premier Hernus Kriel to include an
African i the provincial cabinet

Mr Bester said he was also com-
mitted to conifinuing the RDP
programme

“*We are going to expand the pro-
gramme 1n the poor segments of the
community,” hesaid

“Kriel knows that we are commit-
ted to uplifting the standards of the
people m the coloured and black com-
munities He knows my party’s
position

“My department 1s entirely
mvolved with the coloured and black
communzities, This will contimue,” he
said

|

Justice Mmaster Dullah Omar, as
well as by the out-going ANC mem-
bers of the executive, Chris Nissen,
Lerumo Kalako, Leonard Ramat-
lakane and Ebrahim Rasool

Farieda Omar said the National
Party did not understand what
nation-bullding or democracy was all
about

“They are still steeped 1n their
apartheid beliefs of white domina-
tion We will fight all that,” she said

Meanwhile, ANC provincial
secretary James Ngculu has com-
pared the signmmg of the new provin-
c1al constitution by Mr Kriel today to
Ian Smith’s Unilateral Declaration of
Independence m Rhodesia

He said “This 1s gomng to cost us
jobs We are gomg to get Increasmngly
1sclated Investors will shun this
province and we will be the losers

“Thas 18 no time to celebrate This
1S a reactionary constitution It seeks
to undermine the democratically
elected national government

“If1s a black day for democracy

“Our people should stand up and
oppose 1t,” he said

Protest: Dullah Omar’s wife Faneda, nght, joins ANC supporters In the demonstration

The ANC pledged to “fight relent-
lessly for the total eradication of
racism from all sectors of our society,
to build a broad opposition to Nation-
al Party rule m the Western Cape, and
to work with our national and local
government, building on the founda-
tion which has been laid by the ANC
for a better life for all”

Tough task ahead, page 9
Editorial comment, page 13
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James Ngeulu: this will cost jobs




AFTER MORE THAN three years of co-operative government in the

Western Cape, the relationshipbetween the ANC and the NP 1s sel.to

1

~change today with an ANC protest-against the signing.of the ngw" - .-
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provincial constitution. Political Writer ANDRE KOOPMAN reports.

QHE Western Cape returns to
old-style confrontational poli-
tics today with province-wide
demonstrations orgamsed by
M. an alienated ANC to matk the
end o_.u the government of provincial
unity
The ANC, with 1ts alhance partners the
Congress of South African Trade Umons
and the SA Commurst Party (SACP), has
orgamised a demonstration outside the
provincial legislature m Wale Street to
protest agamst the sigrnung of the contro-

versial new provincial constitution,.

whach signals the dermse of co-operative
government A new, expanded cabinet,

without any ANC murusters, will be sworn
in on Monday

More demonstrations are scheduled
for Plettenberg Bay, George, Knysna
Riversdale and other towns

Premier Mr Hernus Kriel has 1ssued
last-minute requests to his guests to
armive at the signing ceremony 90 min-
utes-earhier than the 11 30am event to
avold the ANC protest, scheduled for
that time

. Krel’s spokesperson, Mr Chris Koole,

admitted that guests had been asked to
come 90 munutes earhier than scheduled
to “avoid protest action”
The ANC had received permission to

start their protest at 11 30am, but if
guests arrived before this, then they

“riwould hotheaffected? F et -
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ANC will try to interfere with. the pro-
ceedings

Koole said that if the ANC started the
protest earlier than 11 30am, “they are
doing 1t 1llegally If they do one thing
1llegally, then what stops them from
doing more things illegatly?”

But Mr Ebrahim Rasool, ANC leader
of the provinaal legislature and outgo-
ing MEC of Health and Welfare, said
ANC provincial chairperson Mr Dullah
Omar was on record as saying the protest
would be peaceful and withun the law

"Hernus Krel should not try to pre-
empt a low turn-out at hus ceremony by
blamung the ANC,” sard Rasool

“We are a confident, constructive
opposition and have no need or desire to

resort to desperate tactics and behave like
bandits” He said 1t was a pity that Knel

.-had'deaided to create the impression that
+ NP.sources have said they- wmmmﬁm#g a ‘the ANG wds mtent On mdRon; <

““It appears as though he and hus
director-general are acting in a way
which attempts to provoke urnnecessary
tensions”

Political observers have predicted that
Kriel's new cabinet, whach will have the
NP governing with the DP and the ACDP,
will force a return to the pohtics of race
and protest

The ANC achieved 38% of the vote 1n
the local government elections in the
Western Cape 1n 1996, and according to
the latest opinion polls 1t has majority
support int the province Itisalso the

only party that has significant multi- “

racial support
Echoing this, the ANC's provincial
information chuef, Mr Cameron Dug-

more, said yesterday that according to

fhe latest Idasa poll the ANC led the NP

-

“By:349%¥0 31%° Given fhud, it'Was “stncr-~
dal%for the'NP'to 1ry torgovern the -

._..1....11.._

province without the ANC ~— °

Dugmore said that in a province with
a diverse population, Knel appointed to
his cabinet eight whites, only four
coloureds and no Afrcan “This 1s noth-
ing less than racism

ANC politicians resorted to attack
mode yesterday when party speakers
raised the level of invective against ther
NP opponents while addressing
meetings to prepare for today’s
protest

Another mdication of thie ANC’s
new confrontational style was the
spat that occurred yesterday over
the renamung of a road Outgoing
Transport and Public Works MEC
Mr Leonard Ramatlakane defied

-
1
~+
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provincial director-general Dr Niel

-~ Barnard by renaming the Stellenbosch

._..._...w...-_.a.._..-...- rl

arternial road the Dr Nelson Mandela
badw,ﬁ ,

‘Ramatlakane addressed a meeting of
the National Education Health and

Alhied Workers’ Unton m the Old Assem-

bly at Parliament

At another meeting, Mr Phalip Dexter,
the provincial secretary of the SACP, told
how after provincial managers had com-
plamed about the loss of free newspapers
during a cost-cutting exercise, Barnard

had been overheard to say take R2 and
buy your Cape Times from “die E_ er op
die hoek (the kaffir on the corner)”
Barnard was also.accused of foment-
ing violence in the Western Cape
Responding to these allegations,
Koole said “Neither the premter nor Dr
Barnard will degrade themselves by
responding to such 1diotic expressions ”
He also sard Ramatlakane had not fol-
lowed the “correct channels” in renam-
ing the road
@ Rasool exits amid healthy praise — Page 5
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. Cape ;I‘Ewn —The Western Cape’s p
- vincial constitution was signed into

T

law by Premier Hernus Kriel yester-
day at %"ciei'emm.;ly boycotted by the

ANC i
1

The constitution - certified by the
Constitutional Court late last year as,

complying with the national constitu’

tion — provides for Kriel to constitute
his own cabinet, breaking up the gov-
ernment of provincial unity stipu.
lated by the 1993 national intermm
consti‘t;utmn

The*@N C had four MECs out of 10
under the latter arrangement, but has
chosen to be excluded from the new
12-member provincial cabmet to be
sworn'in on Monday, J

The, ANC declined to take up two
posts ‘offered to 1t by Kriel, argming
thatas the second biggest party mn the

VA Na

; AT - Y
ro- NP occupying the other positions, .
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W. Cape constitution becomes Taw

]
N

After S1gnurig the new constitution
in the council chambér at the provin-
cial legislature 1in Cape Town, Kriel
handed a copy to the Judge President
of the Western Cape, Mr Justice

« Gerald Friedman. "

‘Kriel has said the signing of thg,r
constitution - the first provincial oné
to become law in South Africa —
heralded a new era in the country’s

constitutional process B

“We are making use of a constitu-
tional right which can promote the
eventual coming nto being of a full
fledged federal dispensation.” ;

"+ The ANC, pomting out that ‘the

new cabinet would consist of eight

whites and four coloureds, and o

Africans, accused Kriel and his NP of

“nothing less than racism”,

province in terms of the 1994 general sv¢;  About 200 ANC and SA Commu-

1

election, it should have been entitled
to at:least the four seats it had previ-
ously;

. Thé Democratic Party and African
Christian Democratic Party have one

posteach in the new cabinet, with the

mst Party supporters sang and

. chanted m a peaceful protest outside

the provincial legislature ﬁiihildmg
while the signing ceremony’was un-
der way. There was a strong police

sence, - Sapa 2bL3
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Western Cape constitution marks end of

-l

David Greybe
CAPE TOWN — Western Cape pre-

L

mier Hernus Knel's signing into law
yesterday of the provincial constitu-

thé #National- Party (NP) and the

' African National Congress (ANC).
- » While the signing ceremony was

taking place in the provincial legisla-
ture building; about 200.ANC and SA
Communist Party w__mwﬁcﬂmum outside
conducted a peaceful protest i the

— —_— -— —_—— j— —_—

arked thé end of three years of ;
, n@EﬁEmaHH;%uﬂm?mrmﬁhm between

11111 -_—

presence of a strong police contingent
The ANC pulled out of the power-
sharing arrangement after rejecting
the NP’s offer of two posts in the new
12-member cabinet to be sworn in next
Monday. The ANC argued that, as the

' gecond-biggest party mm the province
after the 1994 general election, it was

entitled to at least the four posts it had
1 the previous 10-member cabinet
The Democratic Party and the

."African Chnistian Democratic: Party’

will each have one post.
In what1s seen as areturn to protest

—

politics in the province, the ANC has
vowed cwmupuq to defy the NP in a “new
struggle” for political liberation.

e Western Cape constitution was
certified by the Constitutional Court
late last year as complying with the na-
tional constitution. It provides for
Krel to form his own cabinet, breaking
up the government of provinaal umty
‘as required under'the 1993 national
interim constitution.

Kriel said yesterday that the sign-

provincial one to become law mm SA —

— —_—

-_— .

e

Hmimmm. anew era in the co

L —p——T

—_—

ANC

S COI-

stitutional process. “The Western Cape |
has ensured through its own constitu-

ti1on that a hberal democracy is estab-
hshing itself at the southern tip of .

Afrmeca?

The province brought hope. for

the future through the entrenchment |
of basic freedoms and rights.

He said the constitution had a num-
ber of umque features; including the
principle of a market-driven economy,
la : a commissioner on the environrient,
mg of the cofstitufion>— the first- ‘and a children’s commssioner. It also

provided for minority rights and

—_—

—_—

.mmﬁ&mmm__w Enghsh, Afrikaans and”™

Xhosa as official languages

The ANC accused the NP of choos-
g a path of conflict by ending the gov-
ernment of provincial umty and “kick-
ing out” the ANC MECs. Pointing out
that the new cabinet would consist of
eight whites, four coloureds and no
blacks, the ANC accused Knel and the
NP of “nothing less than racism?. The

NP had chosen a path whichi-ran

against nation-building. LR
w» lﬂ._._ . ~ Y ”
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BLACKMAN NGDRU
STAFF REPORTER
The only surviving African :

National Congress office-bearer in
the Western Cape provincial
government, Deputy Speaker
Mampe Ramotsamal, 18 expected
to be ousted by majority vote
today.

The National Party 1s expected to
mtroduce a motion to replace her

Towards the end of last year,
Speaker Willem Doman mtroduced
Nick Isaacs, the man expected to take
over from her, to his staff

Mr Isaacs comes from the old
tricameral parhament

Ms Ramotsamal denounced the
anticipated move as “underhand and
typical of the way the National Party
does 1ts things”

“Nobody has informed me that 1
have to hand over to anybody These
people have been doing things with-
out any consultation,” she said

“The Speaker 1s aman I have re-
garded as a colleague, but Isaacs has
already been in my office and spoken
to the staff, but never to me It’s like
there’s nothmg to hand over ”

'm being boote

f

She described her relations with
Mr Doman until now as “cordial”

Ms Ramotsamazi said the ANC
would oppose the expected mofion

“We want to emphasise {o the peo-
ple that we haven't left the govern-
ment of tmity, nor have we walked out
We have been kicked out ”

She said she was mterested to see
how the Democratic Party and the
African Christian Democratic Party,
“the new-found allies of the National
Party”, were gomng to vote, since they
had not opposed her election

Ms Ramotsamai criticised the
expansion of the provincial cabinet,
describing it as “grandiose” after
Premier Hernus Kriel s call for
“meaner and leaner” government

“This 1s what this provincial con-
st1tution 1s all about — accommedat
ng and rewarding National Party

politicians of yesteryear ~

Editorial comment, page7  Out today? Mampe Ramotsamat

Hand over: Hemus Knel receives the constriution from Cape Judge

. %
o,
E iﬁﬂi
LEON MULLER
President Gerald Fnedman
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as Kriel sign

THE NEW CONSTITUTION
1S the tool that has turned
the crack in provincial unity
INnto a ravine. Political Writer

KARIN SCHIMKE reporis.

E Western Cape has estab-
lished a reputation as being
the errant chiid of national

government It goes its own way,
makes new rules when 1t disagrees
with the common wisdom and dis-
tinguishes itself as the stubborn go-
retter 1n a family of obedient
provinges
The Western Cape, ruled by the
NP, has become a thorn 1n the
national and provincial ANC’s
liesh and the signing of the provin-
«1al constitufton yesterday was the
culmination of months of strife
hetween the two parties in the
Provirnce

Whether the provincial NP gov-
vrnment should be praised for 1ts
individuality or scorned for swim-
ming upstream, 1s moot. And while
the NP believes a provincial consti-
rution will mstil provincal pride,
the ANC believes the ruling party
in the provinge 1s trying to protect
white privilege

The leader of the ANC 1n the
legislature, Mr Ebrahim Rasool,
provincial ANC leader Mr Dullah
Omar and ANC provinaal infor-
mation chief Mr Cameron Dug-
more say there are several exam-
ples of how the NP government 1s
trying to protect itself from trans-
torming with the rest of the coun-
try 1heysay

® The NP 1s failing to embrace
itfirmative action policies and
there are few Africans in top
idministration positions in the
province and none in Premier Her-
nus Kriel's new cabinet

® While all levels of govern-
ment have adopted a procurement
nolicy favouring historically disad-
vantaged groups, the Western
« -ape still has no such pohlcy frame-
work m which to work

® Outgomg Education MEC Ms
Martha Olckers passed a law 1n
~hich she allowed old Model C
»chools to sell their land and pump
the money back mto their own cof-
fers, when 1t would have been
desirable to use that:money to,
upgrade education facilities in
POOIET Are s -
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NEW ERA: Westem Cape Premi

M opw

er Hernus Kriel signs the new provincial

Divisions crack wide open
s constitution

20,7

parerits have giverf them

“A crest and a flag will make us
even more proud of our province,
but 1t doesn’t mean we will have
broken away from the fanuly ”

In his speech before the sigmng
of the constitution yesterday, Kriel
said the provinaal constitution was
guided by apohitical principles, such
as providing safety and securnty to
the citizens of the province, pro-
moting non-racism, creating jobs
and protecting and helpmg the less
privileged, the aged and children

NP national leader Mr Marthi-
nus van Schalkwyk said there was
no truth 1 the contention that the
Western Cape was becoming a
province of white privilege The
constitution was part of a broader
process “We are starting to give
content to the idea of federalism
The constitution 1s the first step in
making the people of the Western

Iy free ™ s
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constitution The protest, In Wale Street
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constitution yesterday which has changed the face of politics in the

province

® Nothing has been done to
equalise police resources 1n the
province and the ratio of police-
men to citizens 1s still higher in
white areas than in black and
coloured areas

® Outgoing Local Governinent

. MEC Mr Pieter Marais’ statement

before the 1996 local government
elections that the province
belonged to the “Afrikaanses”
shows the NP’s reluctance that
whites and coloureds share their
province with Africans

® Despite national legislation
indicating that district councils
must be restructured, Marais has
defied that law

® Attempts to exclude Khayelit-
sha from the Tygerberg metro area
before the local government elec-
tions showed an unwillingness to
mtegrate communities

® They were concerned about

,Commumty Security MEC Mr Ger-

ald Morkel’s use of the word

- s t"secede” during a discussion on

PICTURE: ALAN TAYLOR

whether Parliament would remain
m Cape Town

® The Western Cape govern-
ment has been very keen to set up
an “anti-squatter” law to prevent
people from coming here and set-
ting up homes

Rasool said the provincial con-
stitution and the NP's “flirting”
with secession had “negative
imphcations for the mindset and
psyche” of the people of the West-
ern Cape

But, 1in an mmterview with the
Cape Tumes last year, Kriel said the
purpose of cosmetic changes to the
1mage of the provmce — such as its
own constitution, flag and coat of
arms — would be to bind people to
a partzcular 1dentity of the Western
Cape and promote regional pride

“South Africa 1s like a family
with nine chuldren,” Kriel said “As
the chuldren grow they leave home
to build their own houses with
their own unique characteristics

.,and try to improve on what their : G

P

KARIN SCHIMHKE

THE cool air-conditioned lobby
on the sixth floor of the Western
Cape provincial administration
building shimmered with glam-
our yesterday mofrung

Breezy summer perfumes tick-
led the air and cups and saucers
clinked merrily The sound of
protest from Wale Street was only
just audible

The signing of the Western
Cape provincial constitution was
a quuet, polite, short affair And if
1t were not for the faint sound of
singing and cheering 1t could
have passed for the most amica-
ble of polifical funchons

Inside the provincal council
chamber at 11 30 all eyes were
focused on the middle of the
floor where a young man execut-
ed a beautiful Nkos: stkelel’ iAfrica
and Die Stern on hus vichn

“The constitution of the West-

.ern Cape,” Premnier Hernus Krielx

told the assembly, “1s more than.

ﬁw.a a law. It 1s a symbol ofrhope,
corfidenre 1o thefuture ” * 3,
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The ouncil chamber
was, for once, awash in bright
colours alongside the dark swts of
male politicians Among the
guests were the National Party’s
national leader, Mr Marthinus
van Schalkwyk and his wife
Suzette, consul general of the Fed-
eral Republic of Germany, Mr

‘Friedrich-Carl Bruns, Western
Cape Gambling and Racing
Board chairman Mr Derek Auret
and his wife, NP members of the
national Parliament, Mr Justice
Gerald Friedman, who on Mon-
day will swear in the new provin-
cial cabinet and all the new mem-
bers of the 12-person cabinet,
some with their spouses

Noticeable by their absence
were the familiar faces of ANC
meimbers of the provincial legisla-
ture

But their voices over {oud-
hailers dnifted up from the street
from tume to time
.+ Gazing out over the flotilia of
hats, one tall guest sipping tea in
the lobby before the signing said:
"1 feel as1f 1'm m a time capsule ”-

POLITICAL PROTEST: About 2 000 ANC supporters protested outside the provincial legsi
ended peacefully after a march ta the Grand Para
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"White privileg

ANDRE KOOPMAN

WHILE supporters of the NP, DP
and ACDP sipped tall drinks in the
provincial legislature celebrating
the signing of the new provincial
constitution, ANC supporters
protested outside agamst the docu-
ment, which they say “entrenches
white privilege”

In sharp contrast to the red car-
pet treatment enjoyed by the guests
mside, thousands of ANC protesters
toyi-toyied int the hot sun on Wale
Street, chanting and carrymg plac-
ards reading “Apartheid Constitu-
tion”, “No to NP Volkstaat” and
“Kriel goes backwards”

Scores of policemen milled
around the Wale Street legislature
and environs, and a phalanx of pub-
I1¢ order policemen stood at the
front entrance with riot shields at
the ready

It seemed a bit of an overreac-
tion, though, as the protest was
peaceful The ANC had four of 10
cabinet mimsters under the old con-
stitutional dispensation They
turned down Krniel’s offer of two
posts i his new 12-member provin-
aal cabinet, which will be sworn 1n
ont Monday, ending the provincial

government of
The ANC argu
have been entitle
cabinet posts
because they acl|
most votes i the
The African C
1¢ Party (ACDP) a
Party each get on
in the new provi
NP members take
Speaking of
SIETING Cerem oy
ed, the ANC’s ou
Health and W
Ebrahim Rasool s
stration that the /
to disrupt because
“Youdon'tt
own house,” he a
The signing of
tton by predormin
was a sign to blac]
we are going to be
new cabinet, wh
any black memb
to all black peopl
be last 1n Iine fo
eConoInicC Imvestn
Whule the We:
ing a crists becau
teachers, the
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clash in takeover tussle .
‘Whites will get

E

ADELE BALETA

New Western Cape Welfare
Minister Arnold de Jager has been
accused of slapping an “Afrikaans
language only” order on his staff
and favouring white old-age homes.

Qutgomg mimister Ebrahim Rasool
said he was “ontraged” when he heard
that Mr De Jager had had “the gall” to
speak to his department m December -
before the province’s new constitution
was si1gned ~ giving the staff mmstruc-
fi1ons on his language preference and
mstructing them about changes 1n poli-
¢y and funding for old-age homies

Mr Rasool said he was told by
provincial welfare head Virginia
Petersen at a weekly management
meeting that Mr De Jager had given
these mstruction and that he had also
described the office as a “pigsty™
. “He also indicated that old-age
homes would be subsidised on a shding
scale, meaning that those homes that
performed well would be subsidised
more This 1s National Party speak for
‘whites will get more’,” Mr Rasool said

He said Western Cape Premier Her-
nus Kriel should urgently review the
appomiment of Mr De Jager as welfare
mmister

But Mr De Jager has strongly denied
Mr Rasool’s accusations, saying they
are “blatant hes”

“1 sa1d that customers must be spo-
ken to 1n their own language whether
they are English, Afrikaans or Xhosa
This 1s the policy of the Western Cape

@t7) ARG 17 /1198

more un
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Outgotng minister: Ebralim Rasool

government English is not the only
language spoken,” he sand.

On the 1ssue of old-age homes, Mr De
Jager said. “Subsidies will be g1ven
according to services rendered to old
people We will look at how the money
1s being spent and if the money 1s not
being spent for what 1t 1s intended, we
will have to look mto that That 1s what
Isaad.”

The row follows this week’s signing
of the provincial conshiution, effective-
1y ending the African National Con-

—~ress’s representation in the provincial

cabinet Members of the cabmet will be
sworn m on Monday

7

New minister: Arnold de Jager

The signing of the conshitution took
the province mnto a political time warp —
with the mamily-white National Party
cabinet members and their conserva-
tively dressed spouses seated in the leg-
1slature while ANC members, who boy-
cotted the ceremony, protested and
toy1-toyied outside 1n Wale Street.

Mr Rasool said later that Mr De
Jager was the “worst possible choice”
for the welfare portfolio He believed
the NP wotld use pensions and grants
for political gam and to buy votes

He said Mr De Jager’s hastory left
much to be desired because he had
evicted farmworkers from his Qudt-

r
r

»

der new minister”

shoorn farm “This 15 hardly the kind of

" deme@hour one would expect from a

welfare minister ” . -,
But Mr De Jager has denied this
claim, sayving the evictions nno_h“umn on

aneighbourmgfarm, - e T
-Mr Rasool said “He (Mr De Jager) .
has basically msiructed thathe willnot | -

take advice from structures in the dis-
tricts and province but mnstead will rely
on old, establhished welfare organisa-
tions, mcluding the Afrikaner Christe-
like Vrouevereniging (ACVV) and the
Christelike Maatskaplike Raad ”

Mt Rasool said Mr De Jager’s wife
was head of the ACVV 1n the southern
Cape Mr De Jager had “on countless
occaslions spoken In the legisiature 1n
favour of the ACVV and opposed my
proposals on equalising spending on
old-age homes and integrating them”.
He was concerned that Mr De Jager
would overturn everything that had
been achieved in welfare 1in the past
three and half years

Since 1994, the first old-age home for
black people had been opened 1n
Guguletu and the number of such
homes for coloured people had been
mcreased from 2410 28

The department had also succeeded
1n 1ntegrating the 107 white old-age
homes “We are worried that all of this
will bereversed. -

“There 1s no doubt that the ANC’s
warnings of a volkstaat are being
realised even before these pecple have
1mplemented the new constitution,” Mr
mmmma said.
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Ebrahim Rasool, leader of the African
National Congress in the Westem Cape
Provincial Legislatuire, gives his views on
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When former National Party leader F W de
Kierk took his party out of the Government of
National Unity in 1996, the NP premaier of the
Western Cape opted to mamtain the principle
of provincial umty

Premier Hernus Kriet at that time E.m&ﬁm@

that provincial unity would last well into the
21st century, but two years on, his ﬁoam have
a hollow ring.
Like a latter day Emperor Nero, he has wﬁ.
dled while Rome burns

On Thursday he said the signing of the new
Western Cape constitution heralded a new era
in the country’s constitutional process. Noth-
ing could be further from the truth.

In reality, Mr Kriel, with one siroke of his
pen, put back the cause of reconciliation and
non-racialism in this province by ten years

The stark reality of Mr Kriel’s empire-build-
g efforts m the last few weeks 1s that he has
manipulated the constifutional process to pur-
sue a harrow, sectional party political agenda.

He has put party and priviiege before the
people.

He may use the language of democracy, but
the truth 1s, in the last seven days his actions
have betrayed a political agenda which has
nothimg to do with bringing the people of the
Western Cape together, but everything to do
with creatimg division Eﬁ discord

riel's gl
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Fighting talk: ANC MPP mumm:_a Rasool

His cabinet does not 1neclude a single
African. This, despite the fact that there are
upwards of one million Africans in the greater
Cape Town area.

His new team does not reflect the demograph
ics of the Western Cape. Like the tri-cameral par-
liament of the apartheid years, whach had four

p ba

whites for every two coloureds and one Indian,

____L.___.
Tﬂr

. and no African representation at all, Kriel’s cab-

inet tries to give the appearance of fair represen-
tation when m fact power very clearly lies with
an old-boys’ network of whate privilege

It would be easy for the ANC to return to the
pohitics of confrontation. That we will not do.
In the followimg mohths we wili act as a con-
structive opposition.

Where the NP fails to commit resources to
to those who need it most, we will speak out.
Where they attempt to bend the rules to suit
their own ends, we will expose them

We will not fail the people of the Western
Cape In standing commaittees, in the provin-
cial legislature, in the constituencies, the ANC
will act as the voice for all the people of the
Western Cape.

To date the NP in the Western Cape has paid
lip service to the needs of coloured and African
communities

They have allowed Model C schools to sell
their land, they have refused to reorganise
rural local councils to make them representa-
tive and they have refused to appoint African
or coloured people to {op admimistrative posts
within mimistries and departments.

And they have singularly failed to tackle
crime in our province by not deploying suffi- .

cient police resources to areas like Maichell’s
Plain and Khayelitsha

The ink on the new provincial constitution
was barely dry yesterday before the NP was up
to1ts old tricks.

They tried to force through legislation that
would have meant taxpayers would have had
to fork out an extra R4-million a year to pay for

T~k

n_2<m3_m

two new ministers who are not even members
of the provincial parliament.

The public was given no opportunity to
comment on this bill. Only determined efforts
by ANC MPP’s prevented this measure from
being enacted immediately.

The NP will try once again next week to
force thas through the back door So much for
Mr Kriel’s concern for democracy and {rans-
parency.

Sadly the NP have been aided 1n thexr
efforts by the Democratic Party. It’s difficult to
believe that many DP supporters on the
ground back the party leadership in their
opporfunism.

Ayear ago, the DP refused an offer from our
president to join the national Cabinet in a gen-
uine attempt to create inclusive governance

But now they are happy to join hands with
the NP 1n the Western Cape. They could have
stopped Mr Kriel’s plans to end the govern-
ment of provincial unity, but their deciding
vote was instead used to enfer a marriage of
convenience with the NP It was an act which
they will live to regret at the ballotbox1n a
year's fime.

The problems that thousands of men,
women and children m the Western Cape face
did not disappear on the 15th January when
Mr Kriel ended the unity governinent.,

The ANC will not shhark its responsibility in
the months ahead to defend the rights of alland
to ensure that the transformation and reconcil-
1ation that 1s taking place in the rest of South
Africa also happens here in the Western Cape.

Like Roman emperors before him, Mr Krel
may have cause to regret his impulsive actions
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|- “Theéhéwhealth MET, Ddte ‘
| sard: “There is‘no place m my depart-

Linda Ensor

CAPE TOWN — Key officials in the
Western Cape admimstration appoint-
ed by former African National
Congress (ANC) MECs would “un-
doubtedly” lose their jobs, premier
Hernus Kriel saxd yesterday.
Reshuffles are expected in the de-
partments of health, welfare, trans-
port,~public works and economic af-

| faars. These departments received new

MECs after the dissolution of the gov-
ernment of provincial umty and the
ANC’s refusal to participate in Kriel’s
new multiparty cabinet. The 12 mem-
bers of the reconstituted cabmet took
their oath of office yesterday.

Kriel said it was “normal” for top
‘personnel appointed ' by previous
MECs, in this case ANC members, to
 lose their top jobs to new pohiical ap-
pomtees. They would’' not be re-
irenched but transferred back to the
departments. e

“Particularly vainerable appear to

|: be the'chief director of health; Faried

" Abdullah, a vocal ANC supporter, dis-
tErict hgalth dlréectors‘an welfare di-
rector VIrgima Peterson. . ., .ihy

e 3 Mard

ment for those whose first loyalty is to
the ;ANC or (Ebrahm) Rasool,”
Marais’s ANC predecessor “They will
have to packup and clear their desks.”
Rasool, leader of the ANC 1n the leg-
1slature, said 1t would be “absolutely

regrettable” if competent professionals

admimistrative ability and integrity
were sidehmed for E olitical reasons
Marais planned to “refocus” the pro-

who had displayed a clanty of policy, -
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vincial health strategy from Rasool’s
emphasis on the primary health care
sector. He wanted “greater equilibri-
um” and balance of funding between
the primary sector and secondary hos-
pitals Private companies and mdivad-
uals would be calle u};l)un to make con- ,
tributions to 11]1lpgrausle Icigintals. -

* As the only National P (NP)'

health MEC in the country, Marais
predicted an “mteresting exchange”
with Health Mimster Nkosazana ‘Zu-
ma, who had so far been unopposed at -
meetings with all the health MECs

Former NP MP Patrick McKenzie,
who took over the provincial local gov-
ernment portfolio from* Marais, said
tus prioriies included the debate over
a megacity — an 1dea he'opposed; the
redemarcation of wards in preparation
for the election, and the division of the
assets of the former municipal councils
which were amac%amated‘ to form
metropolitan councals. AN

New finance and -agriculture MEC
Lampie Fick saw his'major challenge
ag streamlming cash flow and mmple-
menting a programme to eliminate
this year’s budget ‘deficit'— estimated.

YV - gbu@tﬂlbn——mt}yn@frggyaﬁr To_|
i5, - *":du;}thp.ﬁ*f@fuuld% involve,; copt-cutting -

¥

across all'departments.. IS o
Other rhemb ers -of the cabinet in-
clude: Hennie Bester (trade, ndustry
and tourism), Gerald Morkel (pohce);
Kobus Meirng (planmng and general
administration), Martha-Olckers {en-
wironmental affairs and culture); Cecil
Herandien (housing), Arnold de Jager
(social setvices); Petrus Meyer, (trans-
port and labour); Nick Koornhof (ed-
ucation and sport), and Michael, Louis
(asset management and pubhcworks)
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Fick plan to

CLIVE SAWYER
PoLmicAL CORRESPONDENT

Newly appomted Western Cape
Fiance Minister Lampie Fick
plans to use valpable province-
owned properties in joint
ventures, vielding millions of
rands to helpihe province out of
its cash-flow crisis.

Also planned 35 a crackdown on
waste and excessive spend- .
mg. ‘ '

Mr Fick will meet provin-
ci1al finance management
today, a day after taking
office, for a full briefing on
the Western Cape’s financial
position

Mr Fick said 1t was expect-
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Cape wi S].ld nto “negative cash
flow” next month, with a balance
about R119-miilion 1n the red This
will plunge further the following
month to about R798-mallion

The province has undertaken to
honour salary and pension cheques

The Western Cape 1s to ask the
Finance Department fo advance
funds from next vear’s Budget, pin-
ning its hopes on the precedent set by
the assistance given by Preto-

ria to Mpumalanga and the
Eastern Cape

Mr Fick said 1t was proba-
ble he would make some
changes to the draft budget
for next year inherited from
Kobus Meiring

“My approach will be to

ed that the province would

support those sectors which

turn m a deficit budget for the Fick: newplans can make the economy

next two financial years, but
1t was hoped that 1t would break even
m the 2000/01 financial year.

He will present his first budget on
March 18, a week after Finance Min-
1ster Trevor Manuel announces his
Budget

Mr Fick mherits a deficit budget,
with the province having plunged
mto financial and political controver-
sy last year after budgeting for a
deficit when 1its slice of national rev-
enule was slashed by\R780-m1lion

By October last year, as 1f became -

evident the province would go mnfo
the red before this financial year was
out, departments were ordered to cut
pendmg
; Projections are that the Western

grow,” he said “Tourism 1s
one, agriculture 1s another ”

The other side of the com would be
to discipline spending, 1n particular
to ensure proper financial manage-
ment m big-spending departments

Mr Fick declined to comment on
specific departments, but in the past
there has been concern about made-
quate control of spending by the
health and education departments.

Asked whether assets would be
sold off, Mr Fick said he ;would be
working closely with tHe newly
appointed Mimister for Asset mMan-
agement, Michael Louis, on jomt ven-
tures with the private sector, 1nto
which the province would enter
using assets as equity
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cL ) GURRENT AFFAIRS

WESTERN CAPE

REAEEORNNS

Race politics return 10

the shatle of Tahle Mountain

Fbrahim Rasool, tipped to become the ANC’s next Western Cape
leader, speaks of future battles n the land of the “Afrikaanses”

he windows were again shuitered m

Cape Town's chic St George’s Mall

last week as Western Cape premicr
Hernus Kriel signed mto law the new
provincial  constitution The shopkeepers
need not have alarmed the tourisis (0O
much — the crowd of demonstrators that
gathered m Wale Stieet 10 shout their dis-
approval of Kriel's coup was small, perhaps
2 little over 200 people They were, how-
ever almost all black, signaling the retum
of race-based pohtics to the Cape

The 1egional basic law — engineered by
xrel and, after a hiccup, ratified by the
Constitutional  Court — disbands real
power-sharing at provincial level The pre-
myer has cut the ANC out of fus 12-person
cabinet

with virtually token representation by the
Democratic Party and the minuscule
African Chustian Democratic Party, the new
order 1s dommated by the National Party
(NP), with the ANC ensconced 1 opposiion
even as 1ts hegemony at central Jevel 13
tightened (Current Affairs Januaty 9)

Former Health MEC Ebrahim Rasool (35)
puts his finger on a common perception
when he describes the Cape Nats as "un-
reconstructed * They lack “a comrmtment
to transformation ”

While Rasool — as the new leade: of the
opposttion mn the provincial legislature —
mtends to co-operate with the NP when
they are amming at common goals, he
shares at least some of the views artic-
ulated by the street demonstrators that
¢riel is a recdivist on soclal spending and
upliftment, and, al wol st, toys with the ldea
of a form of volkstaat

In the run-up to the 1996 local authouty
election, Pieter Marais (NP), who takes over
Health from Rasool, said publicly that the
Western Cape “belongs” to what he called
the Affikaanses — that 18 whites and
coloureds with a common language,
Afrikaans Africans In such a vision would
be margmalised or excluded The greater
Cape Town area 15 home {0 at least 1m
Africans, many locked mto poverty and the
sordid squatter encampments that scar the
region Under apartheid, these people were

subject to influx contiol M what was an
official white and coloured labour pref-
erence area, and had no representatlon 1n
the tricameral parliament

The ANC frequently charges that public-
sector affirmative action has deliberately
neglected Africans, and even that housing
subsidy schemes favour coloureds in terms
of legistation drawn up long before 1994

on cime, a far higher profile has been

return to the streets could trigger a Te-
racialisation of Cape politics poor Africans
vs relatvely Dbetter-off coloureds and
whites The ANC, while aware of this dan-
ger, continues to hold fo 1ts nonracial ide-
als But there will be Increasing ethnic
conflict as the 1999 election draws nearer
The Cape NP will unquestionably employ
again the propaganda weapon of fears of
“engulfment” by African nEWCOMELS

A further problem for the ANC 1S that 1t
has been unfortunate In selecting provincial
leaders Fifst there was Allan Boesak, then
came Chris Missen, who never mdicated
much more than desperate uneasiness with
the role, and now there 18 Justice Minister
Dullah Omar However, moves are afoot Lo
elect Rasool to this key post — and to gIve
him enough time to make a difference
before next yeat's poll

Rasool suggests that his mooted cal.
didacy 1s “a bit premature ” HOWEVET, (eI~
tain “people have asked me 1o be avall-
able,” he says, and, if asked, "1 will

e w rdl'?“f‘é-

=74 consider the matter seriously” A

4§ provincial ANC congress 1 sched-
! uled for September — which
would not leave any new leader
much time to prepare for the elec-
tion — but Rasool indicates thal
" the conference might be brought
forward

For tus part, Omar has indicated
that he would tike to give hus full
attention to his ministenal duties
_ which would appear to open the
door for Rasool

A forceful speaker — very much
in command of the facts — Rasool
seems the logical candidate He
has firm views on the future of the
4 NP itself “There 1s a desperation

ANC’s Ebralum Rasool

given to attempts {0 resolve coloured gang-
related violence on the Flats than to the
endemic woes of townshups like Khayelit-
sha, Guguletu and informal seftlements

The accumulation of these perceptions
and grievances has been to polarise West-
ern Cape politics, with the ANC looking to a
combmation of more efficient voter or-
ganisation -— and population growth —
ultimately providing the recipe 10 topple the
Nats While the region’s civil dissent of the
Fighties was spearheaded by a nonracial
ntelligentsia under the banner of the
United Democratic Front (UDF), the defeat
of apartheid and the 1eturn of the exiles has
undermmed that hustoric coalition of antl-
apartheld imterests

One danger, therefore, of the exclusion of
the ANC from local governance is that a

ready for opposition mantle

there Kriel has been the chuef
architect of withdrawing NP ré-
sources Into the Western Cape”
For example, when Roelf Meyer — tasked
with reforming the Nationalists by FW de
Klerk — proposed enlisting greater black
support, Kriel simply continued to de-
monise blacks, and Meyer was forced out,
followed shortly — for more complicated
reasons — by De Klerk humself Marthinus
van Schalkwyk, m Rasool's view, “was put
mn to compete with Roelf — to retain white
support from defecting 10 Roelf or growing
despondent So the NP 1s being run from
the Western Cape and Kriel 1s happy "
However, “if the NP can't deliver, the ANC
must be an effective and vigorous Op-
position The ANC will be a pressure group
for service dehvery, a diect conduit be-
tween the people and service delivery —
not a desperate opposition That 1 the
key " Peter Wilhelm
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[stagfrlas.
WESTERN Cape Premier
Hernus Kriel looks set to

quit his post, possibly as
early as next month

‘| announce his resignation
at 'the opening of the
provincial legislature on
February 9 His departure
cou_llﬁdﬂ pave the way for
thes provincial govern-
menty, ton get tg rAfirst
coloured leader e
- Asenior NP sourcé'said
this Week “By stefping
down now, Kriel would al-
] eplacement to

low dus r t
l:iu:ldj.lp a profile during

]
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HERNUS KRIEL

S W w T

- the campaign for the 1999

. I

elections "' .

i b b TR
Kriel's 'Spokesman, .

day that the premer.had
"no . intentton of getting
out ofpohtics” *. +, ™} .»
He did not comment,
however, on speculation
that:he was considering
resignmng as premier
- Peter Maras,  health
MEC for the Western
Cape.and a key player m
Kriel's new cabinet, was
quick, to ‘say .yesterday
that if a “vacancy” for the
position of premier came
. up; he would make him-
self available S
“If the party decides I'm
good'enough forthe 1ob,
'OF popular enough to get,
the votes, then I am avail-
'able,” hé sard”; i,
. Speculation1s .that 1f
Kriel rehnquishes the pre-
miership, heywill take the
strategic’back'seat post
o' regional’ party ‘chainr-
man:* n 0L

" Knel 1s expected to

H,.-""'

r A
Ty

i
]+ The move's seen as a.

pohtical gambit 'by Kriel,
although he would retamn
strategic control of the
NP, is. move would.allow
4 Neéw premier'to chase
the-#s .region’s, ‘grucial
coloured’'vote . "
Kriel has previously n-

dicated that he would not

make himself available

| for a second. term of of-

fice,, 3

‘It Kriel waits any
longer'to make this move,
the new person won't
have enough time to get
INto gear to take on the
ANC,” a senior Western
Cape government official
said this week

Although the NP -se-
cured a 54 percent major-
ity i the region m the
1994 elections, the 1999
general election 1s set to
be a neck-and-neck race

The ANC pushed therr
percentage of the vote up
by about five percent in
the 1956 local govern-
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_over from Knel

L -, [
, Maraiq 1S more dynam- |

than Morke]
the' person' to dra the
" Votes,” according to a se-,
nior NP’source, “He 3iso

hasﬁ more
afflql

Cﬂllld,;ﬂﬂt be reached for
comment yesterday , |

‘l‘nent eléctions ‘I the
Province

If Kniel does resign, the

C and NP wi) contest

N€Xt year's elections with
€W provincial leaders

Frankhn Sonn, Scuth
Africa’s ambassador to
the US, s tipped to take
over the AN(C’s regional
leadership from Justice
Mmister Dullah Omar

Marais, who took over
the job as health MEC this
week, is seen.as the per-
SO most. hikely to take

But the other person n
with a chance '1s,Géfald

Morkel, community secuy-,
T

rity MEC, |
Patrick McKenzie, local
government ‘'and gap.

bling MEC, 15 said not to
be i1 the runmmg

4
I¢, popular and artichlate
He could he

nore of a patural |
ty with the GolGiired"

Ity

» Morkel
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and McKenzie
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# Kriel quashes rumoyrs e may stand down

' to | LindaEnsor ._» ¢ ¢, + +«. ty.Thereisnevercomp teuha- the Sunday Times would be the hmﬂ clear gmdelines for, the ”,,

ast o " mumty on any subject and in the last to know aboutit.” governance of the province.and :

ald | CAPE TOWN — Western Cape final analysis 1ts a matter to be’, His spokesman Chris Koole that he wanted to see this fully

lect wﬁmﬂumu Hernus Kniel yester- . decided by democratic process,” - said Kriel had no mntention of ei- mEmHmEmnamm. Cultural councils | ;
' and children and enviropment |

tes ay scoffed at resurrected sug- . a NP leader said. ' +3 ther aﬂu#ﬁbm %am_mnm or the pre- -
estions that he was to stand The report said Kriel —who - miers ip, and lambasted there- commissioners st1ll had to be
sm- | down ag premier in favour of &.. has previously indicated he d&ad port as “ridiculous speculation”. ap omnted. Kriel, as a staunch
hin coloured leader. not intend staying on for a sec-.: He said, however, thet Kriel federalist, was also committed ,
msts | But high-rankin National, ond term as premier — could , would do whatever he thought to the Western Cape having its q_
itv- | Party political leaders in the.” -announce his departure during | was in the best interests of the ownemblem and flag. w
of- | province said a Sunday Times,: his address at the nﬁmﬁwﬂm.nm the % province.” - Furthermore, he wished to
| report yesterday that Kriel was . provincial legislature on Febru; - Sources close to Kriel de- carry forward his vision of a
as | about toquit was “not far off the » ary 9 to allow the new incum-.: scribed him as an “all or noth- multip government. , *

un- | mark” and was something -bent to lead the party into the +ing” character who would not be “It makes no sense, having

+re- | whichhad been discussedinthe 1999 elections, Vir wu.wﬂwumm to take a political just laid the foundation for the
inner circles of the party. They But Kriel dismissed the re- backseat either In the provin- provincial government to, sud-
ase | hinted at a divergence of views _; port saying: «ft is not the first..; cial cabinetorintheNP. enly leave, especially after he
1to | withinthe NP about the provin- ;time that the Sunday Timeshas ' They pomnted to the factthat refused the opportunity fo be-
wn | cial leadership question. . tried to write me out of politics: ¢ he had fought and won a provin-  come the national leader, of the )
“The NP is a democratic par- If I should consider such a step + cial constitution which laid party,” one analystsaid.” ™ -
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The African National Congress

has charged Hernus Kriel with
mismanaging the Western Cape
budget, demanding to know why
R10-million of desperately needed - .

funds is kept for his discretionary '

use.

- The ANC’s spokesman on finance
1n the Western Cape, Tasneem Essop,
saxd she also wanted to know why the
Waestern Cape was the only province
to have such a premier’s fund

National Party budget manager
Marms Durandt said “The use of the
vote 1s derlyed from critical inira-
structural rieedsand job creation

“Its uses are very broad. Any pro-
jects which create jobs fit into that.”
The projects could be initiated by a
government department, institu-
tions, members of the society and
commiinities ¢ <% -

" “But'it 1sn’t easy to get finance
from this.budget Money will not be
released until all other avenues have

| { been exhausted.”

Mr Kriel’s spokesman, Chris
Koole, said the fund was used for
emergencies It was like an office
petty cash box - “1f you need some-

thing quickly, you use it

. budget of 1ts own
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“Tt1s ike areserve fund”.
He said the two new NP cabing
ministers, Patrick McKenzie an q
Nick Koornhof, would be paid frt)@ﬂ)
the fund temporarily 7616
Ms Essop said the ANC wanted thai‘fon
fund scrapped T
*It 18 '‘being used to push thfo q
National Partiy’s vote-catchingf[g
exercise,” she said e
“We must shut'down that dlscr%ja
tionary fund as 1t 15 a waste of the ta}é o
payer’s money which could be bettejlé -
used elsewhere ” 7
Last year, R1,6-milhon of the fun -
was allocated to the Gambling Boani%u i
even thotugh 1t had an RB-mlllmg At

According to-Mr Durandt, ’ch1 :;

additional money will help the boar «q
to get up and running and the ripp
effect will create jobs. for
“And 1f we hadn’t g1ven money, v
(from the fund) to Langebaan whej)
last winter’s storms threatened t]'{g I
coastline and some houses, the sea
would have been all over the tnwn,fl’ aa
he said -
Said Ms Essop “Ifhe doesn’t use ﬁ{g
to achieve political ends, how does =h£ o1
justify that the fund was used to give
money to Langebaan and not to the,,,
communities whose shacks were cony; |
sumed by fire?” R
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MARAIS, MORKEL CHIEF CONTENDERS IF NAT PROVINCIAL LEADER GOES
s Thivss

LL 1t be the man with the
- “oomph” or the gentleman-
ly diplomat?

Mr Hernus Kriel may or may not
be planning to retire as premier to
prepare the electorate for a coloured
National Party leader 1n the Western
f.apgm the run-up to next year's elec-
tions, but speculation about who waill
tréad m hus footprints has been end-
less m the corndors of the provincial
legislature

The contenders — highly-placed
leaders in the NP and members of
kriel’s provincial executive — are Mr
ieter Marats and Mr Gerald Morkel

“Preter’s got the comph,” an NP
hachbencher sard “Gerald’s the diplo-
mat, the refined one, the man who
hnows which fork to use at the table.”

Since the NP's provincial congress
\ast year, there’s been a buzz of
'umour that will not go away, no
matter how many demalis have been
issued from on high

Yesterday, a newspaper predicted
hat Kriel would quit as premuer The
late of the resignation speech was
-aid to be February 9, when the
nrovincial legslature opens

Kriel's response, given through his

pokesman, Mr Chnis Koole, was
The Sunday Times has often tried to
\rite me out of politics If I was leav-
ng, they would be the last to know

No, Koole said, his boss had no
'mmediate plans to quit politics or
he premiership

“,. INSIDERS BELIEVE 1t 1s time to elect a coloured provincial lead-
&4 €rto prepare the National Party for the elections and broaden its
W coloured support. Political Writer KARIN SCHIMKE reports.

But others 1n the party say the
time 18 r1ipe for the NP to bring 1n a
coloured leader They say 1t1s crucial
t0 do so before the 1999 elections so
that the coloured voter base can be
broadened and NP rule in the West-
ern Cape consolrdated

If this happens, 1t looks as if 1t will
be a two-horse race Morkel and
Marazis

NP members 1n the legislature
debate the matter furiously, but refuse
to have their names printed alongside
that of their favoured candidate

Kriel, 1t 15 sa1d, favours Marais.
One report has 1t that Kriel recently
told Marass to “prepare” himnself

Formerly MEC for Local Govern-
ment and now MEC for Health,
Marais has had a high profile since
the 1994 elections Unafraid of con-
frontation — even apparently wel-
coming 1t — he has tackled the
national government on more than
one local government 1ssue and ehcit-
ed reams of written outrage from the
ANC This s;mging, banjo-playing,
populist firebrand has an 1mage that
1s out of sync with the NP's usually
conservative public demeanour

Morkel, on the other hand, fits the
mmage bill He 1s often accused of sit-
ting on his hands and doing littie, if
anything, to rein 1n crime His
deferice has been that as long as
national government constrains
MECs’ powers over pohce, his contri-
bution will remain superficial

e r
= k. ﬂm
2

|
FIREBRAND: Pieter Marais has “ooomph”, says a Nat insider He doesn’t==

fear confrontation and Is attuned to the coloured working class’ heartbeat]

The feehng 1s that Marais, moving
and swaying in time to the heartbeat
of the coloured working class, will
draw 1ts support to the NP Morkel,
because of his measured, easy tone
and moffensive manner, will retain
the loyal Afrikaner vote

Morkel and Marais have con-
firmed that, 1f offered the premier-
ship, they would give 1t serious
thought. But each also said 1t was pre-
mature to debate this

Premature or not, the talk 1s there
And there are signs too, that Kriel
could be moving sideways, 1f not out
of politics altogether

ve
at

Furst, 1t 1s thought that the prov
cial constitution, signed recently, 464
the pmnacle of Kniel’s premuershugy,
dream he hoped to have reali®
before 1999 Now that this has be&d
accomplished, he could decide—
leave on this hugh note

Second, he has indicated that,
will not run for another term e

Third, of thus is so, his withdray ¥,
from the race at the provincial cc
gress — usually i September or Ocle:
ber — would allow his.sutcessor 1y
than a year to garner support and py.
pare the party mn the province for t's
1999 elections If Kriel steps aﬂwm_

11




"THE DIPLOMAT"™ Gerald Morkel is refined, a Nat hackbencher says — but
he has been accused of sitting on s

L

sooner, his successol will have a few
months to ease mto the job and plen-
ty of time t0 prepare for the elections.
Ona personal jevel, 1t has been
said that Kriel's long political nvoive-
ment has left hima little weary He
cemarried last year and may want 10
spend more tme tending the famuly
hearth. ~
" @ DONWALD PRESSLY reports that
opposttion party, inembers who join-
od| Krrel's executive last week will keep
therr:posts ifthie premiet steps down
Democratic Partyrpmvmmal lead-
o Mr Hennie Bester, MEC for Trade,
rlndustry aqd Tourism, said he would

——

hands and doing Iitle 10 curb crime.

work with any premiel who allowed [

um the same flexibility

The DP jomned the executive on
condition that it would be free to cnt-
iise provincial government policy

“One will have t0 reconsider our
posttion if there 1S new personnel,”
Bester seid , |

" The MEC for Public Works, Asset

Management and Media, Mt Michael
1 ous of the Afrncan Christian Democ-
ratic Party, said he believed Knel
would complete ins term a5 prermer

However, a change 1n mecumbent
would probably not affect the ACDP's
participation, he said

ermus Kriel's
iected at the NP's provinet al congress.

AT HELM: Unless
successor willbe e

he steps down earlier, H
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Cape Town 18 not necessarily
going to become a megacity,
says Valli Moosa, Minister for
Provincial Affairs and
Constitutional Development.

He said the matter was still
“very much” under discussion.

It 1s belweved that a draft white
paper on local government favours
the African National Congress
national position of a single-city
fnetropohtan system, or “mega-

”, for the big cities.

Of the three provinces in South
Africa with metropolitan govern-
ment, the Western Cape and
KwaZulu Natal have already
rejected the megacity option.

' There are claims that at the
recent ANC conference 1n Mafi-
keng the party adopted the mega-
érty option as its policy for local
governinent,

¢ Local government leaders 1mn
Cape Town say that having a smgle
metropolitan council for the
municipal area will mean taking
local,government away from the
peaple.

A There are also fears that a fur-
ther restructuring process will
havg a detrimental effect on the

Megacity plan for Cape
Town still in the balance

/ﬁ% 28’ lx 98 (2L3)

Valli Moosa: decision not yet taken

morale of the 33 000 municipal
workers.

“It 15 totally false to say that a
decision has been taken when the
Cabinet has not discussed the mat-
ter,” said Mr Moosa from Pretoria
yesterday.,

He said there had been broad
consultation after the release of the
green paper on local government
last year, and at his meeting with
the local government MECs of all
nie provinces this week, various
considerations and options had
been discussed.,

“There 18 broad consensus now
m South African society that

metropohitan government must act

a redistrubitive mechanism and
metropohitan government must be
able to ensure equity across the
entire metropolitan area ”

The Western Cape MEC for
local government, Patrick McKen-
zle, yesterday convened an urgent
meetimg with all local government
roleplayers in the province to
discuss the 1ssue

‘ Mr McKenzie said there was a
“strong feeling” m most quarters
that the only option on the tabie
was the megacity one, but said Mr
Moosa had come up with a new
proposal at the meeting with MECs
after lencthy discussions.

He said Mr Moosa had dis-
qussed amending the white paper
to make provision for a single
municipality with various sub-
commzittees with delegated powers

But this would mean only one
mayor and one budget for the
municipality This would m effect
be lttle different from a megacity
form of government

B A megacity meeting to
explam the concept to ratepayers
and other mterested parties will be
held on Saturday at 9am at Mwzen-
berg High School 1n Dover Road.
For more details phone 755700 The
meeting 1s being organised by the
South Penmsula Municipality.
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DIANE CASSEHE i ‘ q g

EIGHT Southem Peninsula coun-
c1llors walked out of a council
meeting yesterday after one of
them had been accused of racial
incitement.

They were councillors Ms Aide-
laide Buso, Mr Henme van Wyk,
MTr Peter Gabriel, Mr Dicki Meter
(all ANC), Mr Sulaiman Ebrahim
and Mr Allan Phillips (both UDM),
Mr Phibip Bam (Logra Civic Associ-
ation) and Mr Dave Sassman (NP).

The group walked out m support
of Ebrahim, who remarked in a
debate on an engineerng item that
the predommantly NP council
seemed more mterested in diverting
resources to affluent areas than to
cisadvunitaged ones,

Ebrahim was asked by NP
mayor Mr John “0 J” Jacobs to
withdraw his remark, which he
refused to do. The ANC then
called for an adjournment to listen
to the tape of proceedings and
reported back to the council that
they thought no racial slur had
Deen intended.

“They called on the mayor to
review his decision but he refused
We (the group who walked out)

~then recused ourselves 1 sohdari-

ty with Ebrahim and said we
would return after lunch,” said
Bam.,

- “When we returned, we found
that the NP councillors had
pushed the agenda through and
closed the meeting That means
they must have bulldozed
through a couple of hundred
pages, more than three-quarters of

mC]a]m of racial slur

sparks walkout

§2b )

the agenda, manh

The group of dissatisfied coun-
cillors sard that while no funds had
been allocated for the upgrading of
disadvantaged areas, council had

approved increases of car

allowances for themselves to about
R9 Q00 a month.

“Their motivation was that
other mumicipalities recerved that.
What about the lowest paid work-
ers such as street workers? If other

mumnicipalities pay them more sure-
ly we should be increasing their |

wages?” smd Bam.

[ronically, the offending item
was brought to the table by
Phillips, who walked out 1n soli-
darty with his UDM colleague
The item dealt with the paving of
Lekkerwater Rd which would ult-
mately serve both an informal set-
tlement and a more affluent area

“In areas such as this, develop-
ment 1 essential The road needed
to be tarred However, I think my
item was used as a scapegoat and
that there was power play
involved. The remark (Ebrahim’s)
was not mtended as a racial slur,”
sard Phillips,

“The amount concerned was
about R1 million,” he sald last
night,

“I think we really should stop
playing political games and geton
with the job.”

The Southern Peninsula
Municipality serves the areas from
Simon’s Town to Wetton Road,
Wynberg and over the mountain
chamn to Hout Bay.

Mayor Jacobs, could not be con-
tacted for comment.
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WESTERN Cape MEC for Lecal Gov-
ernment and Gambling, Mr Patrick
McKenzie, has called for a two-tier
system of government — not the pro-
posed megacity model

McKenzie said 1n a statement that
he was concerned because the draft
white paper on local government pro-
vided for only a single-city metropoli-
tan system, whereas the initial green
paper had provided for more than cne
type of metropolitan government

His statement followed a meeting
of mayors, exco chairpersons and
chief executive officers of the seven
municipalities 1n the metropole and
the Western Cape Local Government
Organisation to formulate the
province’s posttion on the proposal

* In the statement McKenzie called

for Provincial Affairs and Constrtu-
tional Development Minister Mr
Mohammed Valli Moosa to ensure
provision 1s made for a two-tier sys-
tem m the white paper

Meanwhile, Moosa said 1n a state-
ment that the white paper had not
been finalised and that speculation
regarding options was premature,

While there was general corisensus
that metropolitan government need-
ed to be enabled to play an effective
role in co-ordinating metropolitan
development and ensunng eqmty,

Megac“ ty ‘could usurp the province’,

2 l,-.'f"'d'- E’r"‘

.;cmunm CAVANAGH ' *ﬂ ,

J. 1*:.5'

IF government plans to*turn“the
“entire Cape metropole nto a single

city go ahead, the vast “megacity”
could well usurp the less potent
provimce 1n a bizarre power shuft

“The population of the present
metro area 15 70% of the total Western
Cape population,” says Democratic
Party Cape Town city councilior Ms
Belinda Walker

The megacity, serving three mal-
lion people, would leave only one
million people 1n rural areas outside
its boundarnes for the province,

“This raises the question of the ’

relationship between the province
and the megacity,” says Walker

. “Given that the vast majonty of
mhabitants ive and work in the metro
and that it 1s responsible for the bulk of

r"'t 'l*-F

' ‘WO-’[lel” metrop oht [

nt ca]led for

- eT 29/1/9&

the detailed mechanisms for this were
silltobefinabsed, » & ¢
;" The Western Cape*and KwaZiilu-
* Natal have rejected the proposal, but
1t has the backing of senior figures i
the government;mcluding Moosa,
Gauteng Premier Mr Mathole Mot-
shekga and deputy executive chair-
person of the Johannesburg metro,
Mr Kenny Fihla Pty
“This paper acknowledges that

the present two-tier system 1s

unworkable and 1s a move towards.

sustainable local authortties,” Fihla
said on Monday
The proposed ward committees

AT g T ML

)

( 2 b?) Jr E
says

Various eppreaches have. beenf
suggested to revamp admimstrative ;
systems These mclude performance- :
based contracts for senior staff and?
~.Jevised codes of conduct, pnvatlsa-
tion of municipal services, encourag-; ;
ing public-private sector partner-
ships g

A revamped financial framework
1$ also proposed. The financral base’ ef "
local authorsties 15 likely to be beefed” .
up by incorporating areas that are“*
untaxed mnto the property tax net and )
revamping property rates g

“A key decision which needs to be

.-:[:‘l-ﬂ--l'

*e.'?

are mtended to counteract the ten- E"'ita énushwhether there should be a.

dency of metropolitan government to
become distant and unresponsive to
local needs but would have only adw-
SOIY powers

Mayors would head therr councils
1n an.executiye:capacity, presiding
over elther an'executive committee
elected by councillors or a “cabinet”
chosen by the mayor

Provincial governments would
have to decide on the structural detail
of local entities

The present 60 40 rati0 of ward
councillors to proportional represen-
tatives would be retained

The number of councillors coun-
trywide would be sigmificantly
reduced, as many local authorites
had more councillors than was “nec-
essary or affordable, the white paper

the province's'economic activity and
future economic growth potential,
would the current relationship
between the spheres of provincial and
local government be appropriate?

“There 15 a real possibihity that the
role of the province could be usurped
by the megaaity If political control of
the two 1s different, the relationship
could be extremely strained ”

The megacity proposal 1n the green
paper on local government calls for a
single municipality from Strand to
Atlantis and down to Cape Point

This would be cheaper to run and
more effective in distributing wealth
{0 poorer areas, say government pro-
ponents of the plan But Walker dis-
agrees “In reality 1t 18 not so sumple
Firstly, because of the larger size there
will have to be more layers of man-
agement to handle the large staff

sdevelopment 1n local au
. aland tax 1s proposed for rural areas

uniform national system or whethet |
there should continue to be alocal *
choice in the matter,” the paper says *;
It 1s proposed that a porbon of the
fuel levy be dsed to finance roady
101it1es ‘*:And«f'

The borrowing powers. of"local,
authonties should be extended : ﬁ
Fihla said 2 weakness of the paper”
was that 1t did not define clearlyi"

enough the sources of revenue fon
local government e
In a press release Ms Nemajncha 3
Mfeketo, chairperson of the exeeutwe’}
committee, saxd the City of" Capef
Town welcomed the proposal'in fhe**f
white paper to open up options for-
local government 1 metropolitan’?
areas b

‘n""l

A g owg

S Lo

“Obviously we will still need the y
same number of street sweepers and;,
meter readers to service the area So the-*

staff component may well increase, in eﬁ

spite of the shedding of some top man-
agement posts

“Secondly, larger mun1c1pa11t1es
generally pay higher salaries than therr

smaller counterparts Merging large =

and small mumcipahties will mean
that wages of lower pad staff will be -,
adjusted to match those of their better -
paid colleagues from other areas " :
Megacity councillors will aiso be »
paid more than those 1n smaller
municipahities To a Jarge extent, this
will cancel out the reduction 1n the
number of councillors, says Walker
“The potential for inefficiency,
wastage and even corruption 1s also far

greater 1n very large orgamsations, par
ticularly those m the public sector.”
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Greater Cape Town should be
allowed to hold a referendum on
whether it wants to become a
megacity or retain its present
two-tier, seven-council system of
local government.
Kabalin of Fish Hoek at a public
meeting on Emmmnuumm attended by
abott 400 people in Muizenberg at
the weekend.

Mr Kabalin said the provincial
sovernment should be asked to stage
g referendum to mumEm residents to

._“%E

. This suggestion was made by Vie~ “moer.

1 d".

take a nmﬁcﬁmﬁn decision

But megacity or not, the people of
Cape Town want a say 1n the firial
form their local government will
take

This emerged from the meeting,
organised by the South Peninsula
Municipality and convened by 1ts
chief executive o Ticer, Jan Koeke-
r .wfﬁ._m X, d
Although some speakers were'

against a megacity — a White Paper

on the subject 1s being discussed by
the Cabinet at present — and some
were for it, there was general con-
sensus that Peninsula residents at
least want a choice between a megac-

r— —nrme— -  —————— e S ————

:g:_s on Western Om_um anmo_é
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ity or the present system.

It was also agreed that there had
been little or any H.EES participa-
tion on the concept — it is believed
the Eﬁummﬁcmwm meeting was the
first public awring of the subject any-
where m the country

The Government green paper on
megacities showed that the South'

» = “en»is wx Peninsula'would have three wards--

and three councillors mstead of the
present 36 councillors, who repre-
sented 10 000 ratepayers each Under
the megactty system there would be
one councillor for 100 000 ratepayers.

Several suggestions made at the
meeting on what action to take will

be taken up by the South Peninsula.
Mr Koekemoer, who said he was
biased in favour of the megacity con-
cept, said the South Peninsula had
already asked for urgent talks with
Minister of Provincial Affairs and
Constitutional Development Vali
Moosa to ask for extra time for the
municipality and residents to have
input.

It was also suggested by several
speakers, including Hennie van Wyk
of the SA Communist Party, that
meetings be organised across the
Peninsula to put the case to all,
including those in disadvantagead
areas He complained that Satur-

:r

day’s meeting was attended mostly
by whites from afiluent areas

Local government mﬁraﬂQ Don-
ald Craythorne said the main 1ssue
was that the draft Whate Paper on
local government did not give a
choice and this was challengeable on
a legal basis and could be taken to
the Constitutional Court., :

“The South Penmsula should Fachl-
1tate the formation of a citizens’
alliance made up of representatives
of ratepayer and c1vic orgamsations,
political parties and all seven Penin-
sula local authorities to campaign
agamst a megacity form of local gov-
eyrnment, Dr Craythorne said.
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PETER GOOSEN’
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" Greater Cape Town should be
allowed to hold a referendum on
wheéther it ﬁmﬁm to-become a

-t I o

megacity or retain its present
ﬁac.ﬁmﬂ_ mmqmﬁ.oaﬂbﬁu system of

el

Em.& goyvernment. -

l~|l|-1

j ?n 118 stiggestion was made by Vie- - moer N

T

wa,mHHHJGWﬁ_Hmw Hoek at a public

' meetmg on megacities attended by

- about 400 people 1n Miuzenberg at
_the weekend

Mr Kabalin said ﬁwmﬁanEnHmu

government should be asked to stage

a referendum to enable residents to

f

take a democratic decision

But megacity or not, the people of |

Cape Town want a say 1n the final
form their local mndmwsﬁmﬁ will
take !
This emerged from the meeting,
organised by the South Peninsula
Municipality and convened by 1its
chief executive officer, J an Nome-

i -._._-.l..ml. ..J

Although some wwmmewm were
agamst a megacity —a White Paper
on the subject is bemg discussed by
the Cabinet at present — and some
were for 1t, there was general con-
sensus that Penimsula residents at
least want a choice between a megac-

1ty or the H_,.H,mmmﬁ system

It was also agreed that there had
wmmﬁ little or any public participa-
tion on the'concept — 1t 1s believed
the Muizenberg meeting was the
first public airmng of the subject any-
where m the country

The @oﬁmgmﬁ green paper on
megacities showed that the South
Peninsula‘would:have three wards
and three councillors mstead of the
present 36 councillors, who repre-
sented 10 000 ratepayers each. Under
the megacity system there would be
one councilor for 100 000 ratepayers

Several suggestions made at the

meeting on what action to take will

refere rendum on Western Cape megacity

be taken up by the South Peninsula
Mr Koekemoer, who said.he was
biased in favour of the megacity con-
cepti, saxd the Socuth Peninsula had
already asked for urgent talks with
Minister of Provincial Affairs and
Constitutional Development Vali
Moosa to ask for extra fime for the
municipality and residents to Wmﬁmx -
input ,
' It was also suggested by several
speakers, mcluding Hennie van Wyk
of the SA Communist Party, that
meetings be organised across the
Peninsula to put the case to all,
imcluding those in disadvantaged
areas He complained that Satur-

day’s EmmﬁEm was attended mostly
by whites from affluent areas

Local government authority Don-
ald Craythorne said the main 1ssue |
was that the draft White Paper on
local government did not give a
choice and this was challengeable on
a legal basis and could be taken to
the Ocsmﬁwsﬁoﬂ_ﬁ Court . ... e
"The South Peninsula should facil- '
1tate the formatioh of a crtizens’
alliance made up of representatives
of ratepayer and civic organisations,
pohitical parties and all seven Penin-
sula local authorities to campaign
agaimst a megacity form of local gov-
ernment, Dr Craythorne said




'WHITE PAPER ‘UNCONSTITUTIONAL

Court case threatened

.} 1

single structure, or seven councils? The debate —
is hotting up, reports Metro Editor CLAUDIA  1.° =if

CAVANAGH.

# [ \HE government could find

I 1tself before the Constitution-

al Court mn the growing fray

OVer proposais to impose a single

City or megacity on the Cape met-
ropolitan area

Addressing a mghly charged
meetmg 1n Muizenberg this week-
end, South Peminsula municipality
chief executive officer Mr Jan
Koekemoer sand the white paper on
local government could be uncon-
stitutional

It would infringe on the rights
of local government if 1t did not
give municipalities at least two
options, he said.

The white paper 1s due to be
released some time this month

Koekemoer said once the white
paper had been published, the
Constitutional Court could be
approached

“In terms of the Constitution,
the government has given us the
power to give mput on the matter
Whynot make use of this power?”

.. Local government expert Dr
Danald Craythorne said the 155ue
was sunple. “The draft white paper
gives us no choce I'm very com-
fortable with the thought of chal-
lenging this on a legal basis i the
Constitutional Court *

Although the Cape Metropol-
tan Council and 1ts six municipah-
ties were formed only seven
months ago after a massive restruc-
turing process, critics at central
government level say the system
hias failed to redistribute wealth
fauly among crtizens and 15 expen-
sive to run

~ But growing opposition to the
megacity model, which calls for a
single municipahity from Strand to
Atlantis and down to Cape Pomt,
argues that the system has not
even been given a chance to suc-
ceed.

. A megaaty, they say, will sim-
ply take local government further
away from ratepayers, affect ser-
vices and lower the morale of
31 000 councit employees already
sufiering from “transition fatigue”

. Rates could soar whale property
values plummet, say some

, Dr Greg Munro, executive

SHOULD the Cape metropole be governed by a l"s 3 ot |

e

.|...'_.-. :_E.. "_J'
i

director of commumty services at
the South Peminsula Municipairty,
says the white paper — the govern-
ment’s statement of mntent and the
blueprint for local government —
was scrutinised by the cabinet last
week

Although unconfirmed, well-
placed sources report that the
white paper provides for only one
form of local government — the
megacity

It proposes that the 340 coun-
ctltors currently serving the metro-
pole be reduced to 40

This would mean one council-
lor to every 100 000 people as
opposed to the current 1 to 10 000
rat1o

“Some councils are not delver-
Ing what they should But why
keep changing legislation because
of councils who do not deliver at

Strategic Support Services, said he'd
“never ceased to be amazed at the
naivety with which the future of
local government 1s being contem-
plated — even at a national gov-
ernment leve]”

“We're talking about big bus:-
ness here The six municipalitzes
and the CMC manage a total bud-
get 0f R5,9 billion

“You don't need to be a rocket
scienttist to realise that if something
goes wrong with that, it will impact
sigruficantly on the local economy
it's mn all our interests to make local
government work

“Every citizen relies on our ser-
vices every day of his or her life We
provide a cradle-to-grave service to
our residents who are born 1n our
clinucs, travel on our roads, use our
electncity and end up in one of our
graveyards or crematormums,

“If local government doesn’t
work, the level of Inconvenience
for everyone will be severe It will
affect everyone’s quality of life

“It can’t even be compared to,
for instance, the navy shutting
down If local government fails
there’ll be no water 1n our taps —

the expense of those that are?”  and that's another story *
Munro said Olivier pointed
Saturday’s emo- | ‘ [’y very out that m contrast
t 1 four-h ‘ dels,
meeting thieatencd | COMfOTtable with [0 o/esees models
]1;{;1 erugt mtci ab veri | Challengmg this ;Souiclll Afrfﬁr 15 “vir-
and racial braw - ually self-financ-
when some coun- (?H d legal b ﬂ:SIS ing”
cillors f:jncl ;es;dentﬁ in the Constiti- 1 Altotal of 98% of
accused the sout - / Oocal government
Penmnsula munic- tional Court 1mcome comes from
pality of delivering the commumnty

a "one-sided and
skewed” presentation

“And this meeting does not rep-
resent the whole municipality,”
said ANC councillor Mr Peter
(sabrel, to jeers and boos from the
floor

"Many of my constituents
don’t even know where Muizen-
bergis”

“The last word on the matter
has not been spoken here,” agreed
Lotus River and Grassy Park Resi-
dents’ Association councillor Mr
Phulip Bam

“I'm dismayed and disgusted at
the attitude people here have dis-
played to those with differing
opimons to their own We must hs-
ten to all sides ”

Bam called on the council to
arrange similar meetings m disad-
vantaged areas ltke Lavender Hill

Mr Andre Olivier, director of

through rates and

service charges

“This pamts an mteresting pic-
ture — he who pays the piper
should call the tune,” Olivier said

The meeting finally agreed to
ask the MEC for Local Govern-
ment, Mr Patrick McKenzie, to
arrange a sumnut where all local
authonties in the metropole couid
debate the 1ssue

Meanwhile, attempts would be
made to “put our views forward to
the powers that be” before the
white paper was published, said
Koekemoer

If local authonties were to be
given a choice in the matter, more
time for discussion was needed If
the paper was published without
gvig municipalities opinions to
choose from, “we’ll come back to
the commumty and decide where
to go from there”, he said




KARIN SCHIMKE
POLITICAL \VRITER

A GUN-TOTING official of the
Western Cape administration has
spent the past 16 months at home,
drawing a salary of more than
RS 500 a month, while allegations
have been investigated against
him. -

Mr Barend Birk, a senior
administrative officer in the
Department of Public Works, has
been 1nveshgated by the De Meyer
Commussion, whach is probing
alleged irregularities involving
state land.

[n1ts report, handed to Presi-
dent Nelson Mandela 1n Septem-
ber, the commission said it had
found that Birk manipulated the
sale of R2,4-million worth of state
properties in favour of a partner
who had later sold them for huge
profits

Because of these deals, pension-
ers were dented potential housing,
a Mowbray Hospital block of flats
for staff was sold without the resi-
dents or hospital authorities’
knowledge and performers at the
Nico Malan Theatre were dented

safe late-night parking.

" At a meeting of the Western
Cape standing committee on
finance yesterday, 1t emerged that
Birk had been suspended before
fraud allegations against him had
come to light and because he had
been carrying a gun on duty.

“He was onginally suspended
from duty for threatening actions
while 1 possession of a firearm on
administration property,” Mr Jan-
nie Morkel, director of personnel
management in the province, told

?

paid for 16

Official in land de a];p robe

months at home

he Cape 411&5 later

“ After investigation, no discipli-
nary charges could be justified.

“The suspension was extended
on 9 October 1996 for alleged
fraudulent actions regarding the
sale of immovable state property "

Burk's salary, for hus position at
lower middle management level,
was around R69 381 a year.

Although the details of his
package may not be made public,
Birk has been recerving a fnonthly
salary of about RS 781,75 —
excluding perks or

engage in or perform remunerative
work outside his employment n '’
the pubhc service”

In another deal, a “property

|

|

ogm the necess permjssion to"

i

that could have yielded R1,2m” ;
had been sold to the director of :-

closed corporations, through

Iy

Birk’s involvement, for only .

R750 000.
The MEC for Public Works,

;

Asset Management and Media, Mr

Michael Louis, said hs department
had noted the De Meyer Commus-
sion’s report and

benefits — whilehe | « : saw 1ts findings mn a
has been 1t home P!’lb lic Works serious ight.
during his suspen- will be con- . "Tl}(e maiéter ?ﬁu
sion : e taken to the
The administra- SOhd@tefi tO. " Inghest level.”
tion was studying | gvert this kind Rielevant il?f[?lr-
the De Meyer Com- mation on all the
mission’s ¥eport to Of p roblem . investigations
formulate disciph- | in the ﬁﬂfﬂfe. would be sent to
nary charges, Mork- the law society and
el said. the Receiver of Rev-
Western Cape enue, Louis said
auditor-general Mr Willie Brits “May this be an example to the

gave a summary of the De Meyer
report to the standing commuttee
meeting, which was attended by a
high-powered provincial admims-
tration delegation

According to the summary,
there were four sales of property
under the former Cape Provincial
Admimstration that were allegedly
irregular,

Birk apparently co-operated
with two other people: a director of
closed corporations and a Camps
Bay lawyer

Through his involvement with
one of the deals under investiga-
fion, Birk allegedly received
R1,375m aithough “he did not

i

;‘.J'

__h_r..,:: - W =

-

T "-Fl_lr'-.

public that any form of fraudulent -

transactions within public affairs
will not be tolerated,” he said.

“Public Works will be strateg-
cally and managenally consoli-
dated to avert any problem of this
kind 1n the future *

Criminal charges could be
brought against Birk

If disciphinary action 1s taken
against Birk and he is found
guilty, he may be fired.

The Western Cape’s director-

general, Dr Niel Barnard, under-

took to report to the standing com- -

mittee in two weeks on the status
of the province’s investigations
mnto the allegations against Birk.
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40% RATES HIKE ON CARDS

DELAYS IN APPROVING the Cape Metropklitan Council’s
overdue budget have sent shock waves through the metro-
pole. Metro Editor CLAUDIA CAVANAGH reports.

ATEPAYERS can brace them-
Relves for a 40% rates hike 1n
ome municipal areas and a
sharp decline 1n services if the cen-
tral government does nno approve a
R209-million subsidy promuised to
local councils by the Cape Metro-
politan Council
No ratepayer will escape
unscathed 1f the CMC’s budget —
already rejected once by the
Department of Finance — 15 not
approved 111 1ts present form

The subsidy to the municipali-
ties 15 bemng questioned by Finance
Minister Mr Trevor Maruel

Seven months mto the financal
year, officrals and councitlors in all
s1IX municipalities have been
embroiled 1 talks to find a way out
of the problem The budget will be
resubmitted for approval today

The delay has already pushed
municipalities into financial diffi-
culties, and if the full subsidy 18 not
approved and distributéd soon,
some will 1n effect be bankrupt

“The only legal way we can
1ricrease our mcome 18 by upping
out rates We'll be looking at hikes
of around 30% should the R38m
we're expecting from the CMC not
matenalise,” said South Peninsula
chief executive officer Mr Johan
Koekemioer \

In December Manuel refused to
approve the CMC's budget because
1t was spending too much on
bureaucracy and not enough on
improving conditions in poor areas

The CMC also derives income
from business levies, which are
supposed to be used for building
infrastructure — not subsidising
the local authorities’ operational
budgets Only 20% of the levy
incc}me — amere R73m — can be

used 1n this way.

The amounts promuised this
year, which drew substantially on
the CMC's reserves, would be diffi-
cult to sustain, Manuel warned.

Because of the delay, the six
local authorities — relying on
R209m promused to them by the
CMC to balance their books —
could not have their budgets
approved either

As a result residents can expect
a drop 1n the services provided by

municipalities year after “Given the way the CMC
“Until the budget s approved, 15 absorbing all the levies, there’ll be
they cannot give the even less to go
go ahead on planned "We can't govern  around 1n  the
capital works .. this our Cliy under future’,” he said
will have a negative _ And although
impact on service these circum- the smaller munic-
ey AOMC | stances—ifs PSS
In a hard-hitting ﬂOfHCO-OPET ative Blaauwberg's exec-
presentation to thF qovernance ’ utive director for

-—

actually working in the mefrﬂﬁc}h}*. ,

tan area,” he said

[ronically, the City of.Cape:

Town will be least affected if the
subsidies do not matenalise,
because the R26m allocated to it

was already R12m less than 1t |

expected Since then a series of strin-
gent belt-tightening exercises were
conducted within the cvic centre

Without the subsidy, the city
would be looking at rates increases
of only about 5% Even then, city
manager Mr Andrew Boraine
believes the council has enough
money “to do the job”

But, warns Van Ryneveld, the
real problem 18 1ot next year but the

City of Cape Town's | ) finance, Mr
executive committee George van

this week, Director of

" Fihance Mr Philip van Ryneveld

slammed the CMC “for massively
expanding its bureaucracy and
spending money on new head-
quarters while the councils suffer
major financial stress”

Exco deputy chairperson Mr
Saleem Mowzer agreed “It s of
great concern that the CMC has
budgeted only R5m (out of a
R419m levy income) for new capi-
tal projects in the six mumncipali-
ties, yet 15 spending close on
R300m on a new headquarters
when the future form of local gov-
ernment 1s still under debate
They've also advertised close on
570 new serior managernent posts

“This raises serious questions
about how the two-ter system 15

Schalkwylk, says

his residents “need not be scared”

“We've called for the subsidy to
be phased out over a number of
years and are confident the Depart-
ment of Finance wtll allow us to
manage ourselves out of this prob-
tem,” he said

Tygerberg’s CEO, Mr Dave
Wilken, refuses to wait for approval
before implementing the budget.
“Waiting for more than seven
months into the financial year for
our budgets to be approved 15 way
past the mark of being ridiculous,
and we are going full out to pro-
vide the level of services we've
promused our residents,” he said

“We cannot govern our Ciiy
under these circumstances — 1t's.
not co-operative governance ”

‘POSSIBLE SCENARIO IF THE CAPE METROPOLITAN

| COUNCIL'S BUDGET IS NOT APPROVED AS IS

CMC Amount CMC f Sh}ortfaltl
L subsidy - may only get [
originally (20% of total
promised | CMC levy income) .. h
Cape Town R26.7m R9.2m R17.5m ‘
Blaauwberg R20.3m R7m R13.3m
Jostenberg R31.4m R10.9m R20.5m
Tygerberg R79.4m R27m. R52.4m
"Southern Peninsula | - R38.6m R13.4m R25.2m
Helderberg: R13.4m |  R4.6m R8.8m
* Allfigures have been rounded off,

{
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STAFF WRITER

JUSTICE MINISTER Mr Dullah
Omar will resign as leader of the
African National Congress mn the
Westem Cape at a provlnmal exec-
utive committee meeting this
weekend :

Asked whom.he expected to
replace him as the ANC's Western
Cape premier-elect for. the 1999
elections, Omar told the Cape
Times he would support an “open
and democratic process” in the
election of his successor ™«

Omar — who assumed. the
leadership 1 September 1996 —
sa1d he had planned a thorough
briefing for the provincial execu-

' tive this weekend, touching on
1SSUes such as the state of the ANC
in the provmce, 1ts past record
and the ﬂrgamsatmn!s interfial -
.democtacy

Omar, who has been pralsed for
-his attempts. to reform South
Afnca S ]US’EICE system, m 1cated
before the ANC's ‘national confer-
 ence m Decembet that he planned
to step down to concenirate on his
duties as justice minuster,

He said the ANC 111the Western
" Cape needed a leadership that was
avallable ”24 hours:a-day, seven-
days-a-week” |, -1

The names of possible succes-
sors being bandied about mciude
former provincial hiealth and social
services MEC Mr Ebrahim Rasool,
ambassador to the Urnted States Dr
Franklm Sonn, Water Affairs Minis-
ter Mr Kader Asmal and Mr Tony
Yengem, MP
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“Welfare department oleans
U e

Business Day Reporter Fraser-Moleket1 sal %&Mnu of
names and names with mdltiple iden-

CAPE TOWN -— Irregularities had tity numbers were being eradicated.
heen uncovered in about 600 000 state About 12000 records were being
welfare grants, and payments toabout checked, half of which might be dupli-

149 000 beneficiaries had been sus-
ended, Welfare Mimster Geraldine
aser-Moleketi said yesterday

payer were Rdma month.
The welfare department was rereg-

cates. The potential savings to the tax- |

Teacher forums -
too ‘disruptive’,
says de

t
oD 10 Pw&mu
Provinde mmhu.

Kevin O'Gra

THE Northe
cation department yesterday
threatened action against SA
Democratic Teachers’ Union
(Sadtu) members who attend-
ed Sadtu-organised “teacher

|

Kriel vOws to resist central govt
initiatives that lower standa
‘ &0 _owm.,,_w a3 @mmb

Linda Ensor the pro .
A head count is just not good

CAPE TOWN — Western Cape pre- mﬁﬂmmw: _ Other factors which must
mier Hernus Kriel yesterday said he be taken into account include the so-
would resist central government called human resources index, the
initiatives where these threatened maintenance of an established 1n-
to undermine existing “standards frastructure, services we provide for

other provinces without getting any

and good governance”.
money for it, influx from nex hbour-

In his opening address to the

The minister said a year-long istering beneficiaries in the Free State forams” during echool hours. | provincial legislature, Kriel said us  ing provinces, distances within the
“clean-up” of the social-securily pay- . and Eastern Cape. More than 20 000 Department  spokesman! multiparty government was willing province etcetera. .. We don’t want
ments system had shown that a out * people older than 18 had been removed | Bernard Matsane accused .| to work co-operatively with centr to be punished forsound economic
20% of SA’s 9.million welfare benefi- A from the .children’s ummmmﬂumhmmﬁwmnms sadtu of “deliberately ‘unders, government, but.this did not mean management or for good adminis-
ciarjes “were agsociated with Emﬂ.—.mméﬁ&mw savings of R3,7m 4, bhwl s sk all efforts /.. to prevent:{-jumping when commandedtodoso.  tration, we want to be rewarded.”
laritiea”; which yesulted from a com o “The i .mmngmﬁu Was WW%%@&@EWL thér deterioration .of. adu- 17 " One central government plan In an apparent appeal to the
nationof {wesak mnmummmﬂaﬁw -gnd of m tmw_m.ﬂmmﬂ es of temporary. mm%&wﬂ,ﬁ #ional - standards in * the that would be firmly resisted by the African National Ouumnmmm. which
ﬂwﬁm and corruption. .« BYprarits afi! their g ing “peritd i Yovince®, which achieved a province was the roposal to have a declined a truncated offer to partic-
The suspension of payments was & three months to a year — gxpiredy{ snere 31,8% pass rate in last megacity in Cape Town. “1 amnoti ipate in his cabnet, Kriel appealed
saving the state R61m a month, Fras- ; About 45 000 beneficiaries were affect-, | ;year’s matric examinations. favour of a huge monster Admims- Ior all to “yoin hands in the mnterests
er-Moleketi said. wmm? involving payments worth about.| ¢  Matsane gaid the forums, | tration and international experi- of the province We cannot afford to
: By comparing the w.mnmnﬂmu_ deteils - R20m amonth. ¢ ee| ywhich will run from today un- | ence suggests that this 18 not the let political street protests, boycotts,
of beneficaries with the home affairs < Fraser-Moleketi said her departs,|‘til February 27 in the pro- “ﬂmwﬁo go. , stayaways and the likes hinder ef-
department’s opulation register, it * ment was comparing information with | vince's six regions, would dis- | e also appealed for the Finance fective management. Let us differ
had been possible to remove 60 000 de- the civil pension records, the govern- | Tu t the normal functioning of | and Fiscal ommission to look ur- ideologically, but never at the ex-

ment salary system, the unemploy-
' ment insurance fund and the revenue
' gervice to remove from the benefits
. system those who had other means of
subsistence. - -,

were removed between December last
year and January this year, leading to
a monthly saving of R6,dm.  °

PEANUTS

i YOU KNOW YOURE NOT

GOING TO 6ET A VALENTINE,
WHAT SHOULD YOU PO ?

By Charles Schulz

PUT ON A 600D MOPING
FACE 50 EVERYONE WILL
KNOW YOU'RE MOPING.,

u.a.,_.« _
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gchools. The forums were 1n-
tended to give teachers the op
portunity to discuss ways of
improving the services which
they deliver

The department regretted
that Sadtuw’s actions “totally
disregarded the constitutional

rights of children” and that the
union did “not have the decen-
¢y to adhere to mutually

agreed procedures for request-
ing time off”, Matsane said.
The forums begin just five
days after a provincial educa-
tion summit, which was con-
vened specifically to address
the 1ssues which negatively at-
focted education, prodicing

-

poor matric results.

)
i-ﬂh.j Sear

-
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gently at a new mmh&ﬂm formula for penseoftrue democracy.”
—

ZWmUE&m counsel tells of ‘interference’

MARITZBURG — The defence team
in the murder trial of Sifiso
Nkabinde mﬁm%mmnmm in the Mar-
itzburg High Court yesterday that
mil1 intelhgence and officials
aligned to the African National
Congress interfered in investiga-

The claim was made by defence
counsel Shane Matthews dunng
testimony by a former national 1m-
vestigation task unit member 1n the
midlands, Insp Deon Wilson. The
evidence was related to an incident
in which five ANC members were

tions of their client. shot dead in Isimozomem last July
This emerged on the first day of Wilson said the army took away
the expelled ANC midlands leader's two suspects held by the unit

Matthews said the incident was an
example of military mntelligence and
ANC officials’ interference in inves-
tigations of Nkabinde. — Sapa.

t1al 1 which hé faced 16 charges of
murder and two of incitement to
murder related to incidents i the

Richrond areg gince 1993.
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Cape gets new

boost efficien

(#

POLITICAL STAFF

!

Three new provincial government h

departments are to be created in

the Western Cape as part of a
sweeping reorganisation of the
province’s administration,

Provincial Director-Gerieral Niel
Barnard announced today that a new
Department of Labour Affairs and
Transformation would be created to
g1ve special emphasis to “both the
continuous fransformation process
and labour relations”

A separate Department of Public
Works would also be set up to ensure
more professional and efficient man-

%agement of provincial assets. Previ-

\

ously these assets were administered
by the Department of Transport and
Public Works :

Dr Barnard said that 1n order to
focus on local government functions,
the Western Cape would also set up a
new Department of Local Govern-
ment.

The changes, he said, were aimed
at enhancing efficiency But he did
not say what the changes would cost,

or whether the province would have.

to employ additional senior officials
to run the néw departments,

It 1s also not clear which of the
province’s executive committee

members would have specific respon-

sthility for the new departments
The changes will come mto effect
on Monday ~

e — — i A —




J||

Constitution “costing
Western Cape R20m,

A ' 2b%)
KAREN SCHIVKE
POLITICAL WRITER A Iﬁ‘fk‘ q b

THE cost of implementing the Western Cape Constitution was .
R20 million, Ms Tasneem Essop of the ANC told the provincial
legislature yesterday.

It cost R1,4m fo draft the constitution, plus R4m a year to pro-
vide for the two extra provincial mumsters in Premier Hernus
Knel's “bloated” cabinet, Essop said.

She was responding to Knel's openung address on Monday mn
which he called the Western Cape a “state” His message, Essop
said, was clearly one that hie'had set the province on a “path of
secession‘arid‘polarisation” "ttt vt o0

The R4m a year included two salartes of R770 000, R388 000 a
year for air tickets, telephones and entertainment, R2m for extra
mimsterial staff and R316 000 to allow staff to travel, phone and .
entertam

“Ttus figure does not mclude R300 000 which has been spent
on new carpets and curtains 1n the offices of the new munisters
Or the R1,6m to relocate the director-general to squeeze i the
premier’s new cronues,” Essop said

She said Kniel forgot to tell Western Cape taxpayers what the
cost was of “creatng hus Iittle empire here m the Cape” by dratting
legislation which would allow hum to promote a separate 1dent:-
ty for the province
', “Mr Kriel o1 the one hand can afford to surround his col-
leagues 1n the trappings of luxury but on the other claims that
those same resources can’t be used to make a fairer, more equal
society m the province,” she said
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ANC _wmmm last voice In W Om_um @o<m33m:ﬁ

CHENE BLIGNAUT described as an “eye for an eye” EmmﬂnE Front did not mﬂﬁwoi the theremoval of the last senior mﬁ.ﬁmﬁ
S1aFF REPORTER S ‘@ \ @ _& @ approach, the National Party yester- motion and argued that'the post from theprovinecial government

day acted to remove Ms Ramotsamai  should be scrapped completely. But the NP’s attitude was that the
The African National Congress’s mBE her post The NP’sdecisiontogetridof Ms  ANC had only itself to blame for find-
last voice in the Western Cape fter a heated debate lasting near- . Ramotsamai had been onthecards ingitsélfoutin the cold. :
governmeni has been silenced Iy an w.cﬂh the motion was carried by  since the AN Cleft the .E.EEB& Sov- Gerald Morkel of the NP toldthe
with the ousting of Deputy- . mmﬂcﬁmm,ﬁcﬁmh ) f _“ J_ i H Lié mEEmﬁZmﬁ&mmm wmmw oY, \ Deputy;Speaker his party’sdecision
Speaker Mampe Ramotsamai. . But the Eﬁomﬁ Owﬁmﬁmﬂ Democ- UE.Em ye mﬁmwamw m mmwﬂm the = was not'levelled at her personally wﬁ

In._ what opposition parties ' raticParty, the Umﬁnﬁmﬂn meQ and ANCaccusedthe Zwom:mumﬁmmwﬁm. was a political move * -
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CHENE BLIGHAUT AND CAROL CANPBELL
StarF HEPORTERS

A defiant Martha Qlckers, the Western
Cape cabinet minister accused of having
an affair with her top aide, says she will
not quit vohuntarily.  _ -« ' oen

But unconfirmed reports thas afternoon
claimed that Premier Hernus Kriel had fired
her

At the time of going to press, Mrs Olckers,
former education minister and now 1n
charge of culture and environment, was 1m

L]
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ith tihe head of the National Party,

5us van Schalkwyk, whom she was

briefing on the crisis which is threatening to
destroy her political career

She phoned her office to tell staff that
negotiations on her future would continue
mto the afternoon, a spokesman said.

Mr Kriel gave Mrs Olckers until 10am
today to “sort out her problems or resign”

A spokesman for Mr Kriel said the meet-
g between the premier and his minister
was confidential and it was up to Mrs Olck-
ers to disclose what had transpired

_— T
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Her spokesman, Johantrde Wet —the man
named as her alleged lover —said she would
1ssue a statement later today

Dr De Wet’s wife Estelle 15 suing Mrs
Oickers for R150 000 for allegedly breaking
up her marriage by having an affair with her
husband.

Mrs Olckers says she will counter-sue
Mrs De Wet for making false allegations

In the past 24 hours, there has been wiid
speculation that she will quit her post
because Mr Kriel was reported to be “fur:-
ous” that the National Party’s image was

-
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once agam being tammted by alleged scandal

Two weeks ago former state president
and NP Hmmmmw F W de Klerk admitted he was
1n love with amarried woman.

There 1s a growing feeling m the provin-
cial legislature that the allegations are a
deliberate attempt to undermine Mrs Olck-
ers’s political career “This1s as dirty as pol-
1tics gets,” said an mside source

Apparently Mrs Olckers’s lawyers are 10
try to convinece Mrs De Wet to withdraw the
case to save herjob

Inside sources said if Mrs Olckers
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Fu. 7 as fresh scandal claims

%_& .
resigne ay, heT portfolios would be spht
between two National Party mimsters

- At vesterday’s session of the legislaiure,
Mrs Olckers put on a brave face at first, but
1s reported to have left in tears

The African National Congress did not
let the chance go by to use the latest allega-
t1ons as ammunition 1 the debate on Mr
Kriel's opening speech

i.eonard Ramatlakane said although the
ANC did not judge Mr De Klerk and Mrs

Olckers, 1t felt that the NP should “practice
what they preach”
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Kriel loses Olckers, taces 110~ gpﬁdence vote. |

o I b 16]L ]38 =03
Linda Ensor Con Olckers followmg claims that she was hav- In a statement, Kriel thanked Olckers

Jtaf } g an affair with her personal aide, Johann for taking the “honourable” way out by re-
CAPE TOWN — Western Cape premer de Wet, 41 signing to pay full attention to her personal
Hernus Kriel, having just lost one of his Olckers 1s likely to return to the legis- problems
cabinet members because of her alleged re- lature asan ordinary member Tt was n the mterests of the arty, he

lationship with an aide, looks set to face an Olckers, 56, dented the allegations made said, that the situation be resolved quackly.
unprecedented vote of no confidence 1n the by De Wet's wife Estelle, 42, m a legal smt Thankmg her for her services, he wished |
provincial legislature today for R150 000 damages which she mstituted  her wellinher future political career, which
Krel stands accused by the African Na- agamst Olckers for havimg broken up her apparently meant continwng as 8 member
tional Congress (ANC) of lacking vision and marnage In a statement at the weekend, of the provincial legislature

leadership Olckers said that as the only woman m the Western Cape ANC leader 1n the provin-
Kriel had other things on lis mind at the cabmet she was being vichimised by double cial legslature, Ebramm Rasool, will bring
weekend after the resignation of Cultural standards a motion of no confidence m Kriel today be-

and Environmental Affawrs MEC Martha Kriel had given Olckers until Qaturday cause of hus “lack of statesmanship” and the
mormng to sort out her personal way he handled 1ssues such as the educa-

affairs or leave hus cabinet tion crisis.
His spokesman, Chris Koole, The ANC said Kriel appeared unable to

said yesterday Knel wouldbecon- Tise about the peity interests of his party
sidermg a replacement for Olckers and to get his “whate constituency” to em-
this week brace social transformation "

He could erther appoint a new Krel said on Friday, an reply to the de-
mmster 1mmediately, or tem- bate on his opening speech to the legasla- |
poranly spht the culture and en- ture, thathe found 1t strange that after four
vironinent affars portfolios and years as participants in lus cabinet, the
delegate them to other members of ANC now found 1t necessary to bring a vote |,
his cabinet. of no confidence 1 him.
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The label “coloured” draws different
responses from those who wear 1t -
almost all of 1t tinged with emotion

Firstly, 1t 1s not a term of their
choice, but was designated by white
rulers

Secondly, 1t was a label of separa-
fion - a rejectron by the white group
from whose loins the “coloureds”™
partly sprouted

The “coloured” group, by and
large, also practised the same act of
separation or rejection towards the
Ko1 and Xhosa
The coloured group clung to the
apron strmgs of the white minority —
a situation paralleled in the reac-
tions of blacks during the time of
slavery i the United States

The offspring of the female kit-
chen-hand and whaite slave-owner
were better treated than those of the
field worker ~ particularly if their
pigmentation was shades lighter
than their counterparts in the fields

To escape the damnation of their
“blackness”, some coloureds and
American blacks mtrodiiced a form
of assimilation by passing as
“white”, trading on the fairness of
their pigmentation to savour socal
and economic freedom

There was ambivalence from
families whose members crossed
Over — acceptance that those who
were successful in the transition
were leading a “better life” and
would be able to help those left
behind, but also g feeling of betrayal
at the desertion from their ranks

Like the American black, who
was content to accept the term “col-
oured”, most South African col-
oureds displayed no hesitation 1n
responding to the term with which
they were labelled.

The American blacks, though,
later became more mzilitant, choos-
ing a label of 1dentity with which
they would be more comfortable,
hreferring to be known as Negro and
later as African-American

With the emergence of Black Con-
~ciousness 1n South Africa, coloured
nilitancy grew

Adherents resented and rejected

he label of “non-European”, again a
drim of 1dentity bestowed upon
hem by the ruling whites
Those among them who were per-
e1ved to he collaborating with the
v hite order were contemptuously
randed as “non-whites” and “sell-
uts’”
They eagerly accepted the term
black” — a term of unification

1

The future of the Western Cape — politically, socially and
economically — depends, to a large extent, on the political affiliations
of the so-called Coloured people. With the approach of next year’s

general election,

the battie has been joined between al| political

parties for the hearts, minds - ang votes - of this influential

community of 2,3 million people in the first of a

series of articles by

selected writers, JAMES MATTHEWS, the distinguished poet and
author, attempts here to define the psyche, the history and

aspirations of his people

embracing all those who were not
white

For some, 1t was also the repudia-
tion of being known as a South
African — not a rejection of the land,
but the term itself, as 1t only held
truth stamped upon a passport, but
was not mdicative of their treatment
as citizens of theland

They were black and preferred to
be known as Azanians — people of
Azania, therr replacement name for
the country.

The acceptance sought by
coloureds was not realised with the
Possession of a vote,

Their disenchantment was re-
vealed when the African National
Congress campailgned for the “col-
oured” vote 1n the 1994 general elec-
ticn

They were branded “betrayers”
by some in the ANC when the
National Party gamed control of the
Western Cape

Grievances at grassroots and, at
times, in professional sectors, sur-
faced with the implementation of
atfirmative action when 1t was per-
cei1ved that the poliey favoured
blacks who were not coloured,

This conveniently 1gnored the
fact that m the Western Cape 1n the
past, Job preference was directed
towards coloureds

Distrust was further engendered
when a group that was not coloured
occupied vacant houses in Delft, a
former coloured township, set aside
for coloured occupancy.

The ANC’s delay 1n rectifying
matters satisfactorily heightened
racial discord on both sides

The following 1s an overview of
reflections revealed by a cross-sec-
tion of coloured people

For some, there 1s no problem
being identified as coloured, as for
them 1t holds no stigma
1t1s a term that was acceptable to

g

their grandparents and parents, and
they do not find 1t offensive to be
addressed as coloured

They show their admiration for a
black person as head of state, but
show displeasure if labelled
“black”, although they do not
express antagonism towards blacks,
whom they perceived as Xhosas,
Zulus and so forth

1hey are not eager to be 1ncorpo-
rated into the whate group

Anti-black racism has developed

among some coloureds, and 1s on
the increase among those who feel
their position is threatened by what
they see as the Government’'s
favourable treatment of blacks
This fear of displacement stems
from having been accorded second-
class status 1n the past, by the Unat-
ed Party before 1t was displaced by
the National Party
The National Party, even though
1t was responsible for apartheid,
plays on people’s fears by suggest-
1ng that the ANC represents the
“swart gevaar” for the coloured
community, and that coloureds will
not enjoy all the privileges accorded
to blacks.
That fear compounds the search
for an 1dentity — an 1dentity binding
them to strive for a “coloured home-
land”

For those who have absorbed the
policy of Black Consciousness, the
acceptance of being coloured and
black 1s not as contradictory as 1t
might appear, because being black
does not mean rejecting being
coloured

Being black 1s part of their politi-
cal stance — g stance they still feel
necessary now - and does not
exclude them their place 1in
coloured ranks. -

Some coloureds display their
anger and disillusionment with the
ANC, which persists in approaching

g

different identities evolve

I

Nwmmﬁ the community
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. A poet’s view:James Matthews says there are many different coloured identities

gk 4

the next %mmﬁ_mwmmmmﬁoﬂ On a racial
level For them, the colours of the
raimbow hation have lost their glow.

The Government does not seem
able to rid itseif,of1ts “colour-con-
Sclousness”, the-president still
talks 1n speecheg-of African, white
and coloured voters ~a betrayal of

.T-.l-..l.i. - |r.-.l..
T
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the “struggle” that was to br Ing
about a country free of the confines
of ethnic compartments

Confusion and bitterness has
been brewing in the coloured mind
for a long time, commg to a bol with
the establishment of the December 1
movement and kimdred bodies, with

By T MR
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some of them having aspirations of plack skin
my blackness a cloak to flaunt

brociaiming that only I am free
because of the bondage suffered

establishing a Colouredstan
As a poet, I express the prmciples
of Black Consciousness through my
poetry - the affirmativeness of my
“blackness” and 1ts inherent dagnii-
ty Ialsostatethat *
I'reedom is not the colour of my

-

, freedom coloured by blackness 1s a

dream

“there 15 no tume for dreams: .

5. ‘Being Coloured 1s a State
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Fury as Niel Bar nard fails to heed Parliament’s call

“GLIVE SAWYER

PoLimcaL CORRESPONDENT

Parhament’s public service commitiee
is to subpoena Western Cape director-
general Niel Barnard after he faled to
attend an,official hearing today on the
state of the province, - ..

. ~ Inalettersent by the commitiee last year,
Dr Barnard was summoned to answer ques-
awcﬂm by the commuittee on Mm@ﬂmm raised
o

about the running of the Western Cape
admmistration 1n a report compiled by Pub-
lic Service director-general Paseko Ncholo

A four-person team from the province
was due to appear today, but this morning
Dr Barnard sent a letter to commuittee chair-
person Salie Manie saying he could not
attend because of urgent busmess

T FRG 17298

other provinces were sending their
directors-general ~,

The meeting was adjourned and Mr
Manie was mandated to subpoena Dr
Barnard to attend African National Con-
gress MP Philip Dexter said 1t was essential
for the director-general, as the accounting
Gilicer, to be present H

This sparked the 1re of the committee,, #:'Mr Manie, speaking in his capacity as

with several members accusing Dr Barhard
of treating 1t with contempt, saying that

%&mmm of the ANC'study group on the public

Service, told journalists after the meeting

(262)
that Dr Barnard’s'absence appeared to be
revenge by the Western Cape government
for this week’s ANC motion of no confidence
I Premier Hernus Kriel

It gave substance to the rumours that the
quest for a separate 1dentity for the Western
Cape was leading the way for the province to
become a volKstaat, Mir Manie said
. Dr Barnard’s officesaid he was not avail-
able for comment because he wds 4% 2 meot-
ing away from the office for the day.
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CHENE BLIGNAUT
| StarF RepoRTER 4

i o
Western Cape Premier
Hernus Kriel’s position is
intact after the African
National Congress failed i
the provincial legislature to
get backing for.its motion of
no confidence.

None of the minority parties
supported the motion, which
was defeated by 30 votes to 12,

In yesterday’s debate, Eb-
rahim Rasool, leader of the ANC
in the legislature, hsted 10 areas
in which he said the premier
had failed the province,

These included education,

IIO-COI‘I

b

Position intack Hemus Kriel

crime, failing to mcorporate the
province 1n the new South
Africa, a lack of leadership and
good governance and falling to

CAPE' ARGUS, TUESDAY, FEBRUARY(7, 1998

Krlel rides punch as ANC
fidence vote fails

Provincial motion ﬁnds N9, ba

win the trust of dmary people

Mr Raso0] also accused the
National Party of failing to live
up to its own “self-righteous”
values and standards, referring
to the resignation of Minister for
Environmental Affairs and Cul-
ture Martha Olckers over allega-
tions of a love affair with her top
aide

The NP rejected the ANC’s
motfion as a “personal attack” on
the premier

Hennze Bester, Western Cape
leader of the Democratic Party,
sa1d the ANC’s motion was also
a motion of no confidence 1 him
as a member of the cabinet and
his party would not support it

Aﬁe same time, the DP

would not support a motion of
“the fullest confidence” 1n Mr
Kriel

The African Christian Demo-
cratic Party’s Michael Louis said
the ANC was “playing danger-
ous political games” and “play-
ing with the lives of the people of
the province” by sending out a
message of uncertamty
Eleanor Lombara of the Free-
dom Front asked Mr Rasool 1f he
would have moved a motion of
no confidence in Mr Kriel had he
still been a member of the
provincial cabinet

See page 10
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ALIDE DASHOIS ‘
Business Epmor

In spite ofthousands of jobs being in
jeopardy, the Western Cape government
has refused Finance Minister Trevor
Manuel’s offer of financial help,
claiming that it would give the central
government too much power over the
province’s affairs.

“We don’t need the money,” Armand le
Roux, spokesman for provincial Finance

Mirnster Lampie Fick, told the Cape Argus

Mr Manuel has asked Parliament to allo-
cate R1,5-bithon for conditional grants, to be
made available to provinces undertaking to
manage thewr finances better m future

But Mr Fick said in a speech to the
provincial legislature this week that the
Western Cape would seek other wavys of
managing 1ts deficit, although he gave no
imdication of what steps, 1f any, would be
taken to save the jobs of teachers and thou-
sands of other provincial employees which
are under threat because of the tight budget
The province’s deficit for the current
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1housands of jobs at ris

financal year, estimated at R1,066-billion 1
September, was now estimated at R627-mal-
Iion, he said It had been reduced by “dras-
f1c” and “painful” steps taken by provineial
departments

Instead of taking up Mr Manuel’s offer,
the province would probably apply to the
national treasury for an advance on next
year's budget allocation to cover the deficat.
This would mean the Ammﬂmg Cape could
avold the “judicial managément” to which it
would be exposed under the constitution 1f it

accepted Mr Manuel’s offer of funds

f —
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but cash.

7RG 18 [398

Clause 100(1)(a) of the constitution, under |
which grants to struggling provinces will be |
made, g1ves the national executive power to
mtervene where a province does not meet its |
obligations, by issuing a directive stating |
what steps must betaken y

Provinces which would like g slice of the \
R1,5-billion set aside for conditional grants |
will have to submat a plan to bring spending |
down m Iine with resources . -

Mr Manuel has said that the plan should
include rationalisation of the provincial
administration and cuts in such items as |
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“The conditions are too strict,” said Mr
Le Roux “We’d be bound to submait to the
Government’s stipulations

“We don’t need the money ~ we can man-
age on our budget ”

The Eastern Cape, KwaZulu Natal and
the Northern Province are expected to apply
for the funds

Political Correspondent Clive Sawyer
reports that provincial darector-general Niel

Topage 3

W Cape spurns Manuel’s cash aid

From page 1

Barnard has said restructuring of
Western Cape provincial depart-
.Iments will be completed by July 3
. This 1s contained 1n a written
report t<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>