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AIMS:
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Debby Bonnin
Mi S'dumo Hlatshwayo (Durban Workers'

Cultural Local)

Aasha Metha
Chris Ballantine
Ari Sitas 
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The "Culture and Working Life Project" is based at the 
University of Natal, Durban, in the Department of Sociology. Its 
aims are:

(a) to facilitate black workers' self—expression and education 
through cultural work.

(b) to popularise research material relevant to working class 
communities through cultural work and media.

ACTIVITIES

ASSOCIATE PROJECT
DIRECTORS/COORDINATORS:

Si Ngubane (Sarmcol Workers' Co-operative); Nafta Matiwane ana 
Astrid Von Kotze (M'kumbane Play); Iain Edwards (Cato Manor 
Project); Zim Nondumo (Mayday Video Project); Cyri1 Khawula 
(Pinetown Workers' Cultural Group); Alfred Temba Qabula 
(Workers' Youth Project); Omar Badsha, Ronnie Govender, Nise 
Malange, Ramolao Makhene, Clermont Arts Society (Worker Workshops 
- Photography, Art and Theatre); Vee Baxter (Clover Play).

Since its inception in 1983 the project has assisted to the best 
of its ability the development of worker plays in the trade union 
movement and the development of the workers' Cultural Local in 
Durban. It has also used video and slide/tape programmes to 
assist the educational needs of worker organisations. It has 
also been invited to jointly develop a trade union and cultural 
centre in the Clairwood industrial area which is already becoming 
a vibrant institution.

The following projects were undertaken during 1986:



1. WORKER PLAYS MAWU MASK PLAY
The project was asked to assist in 
the development of an historical play 
on metal-workers for the MAWU AGM at 
Curries Fountain. A masked play was 
decided upon, suitable for such a 
large venue. The performance of the 
play occured on the 15 November 1986.

SARMCOL PLAY
The project continued its association 
with SAWCO. The Long March or the
Sarmcol Play had a successful tour 

of Durban, Southern Natal, the Wit- 
watersrand and the Western Cape. It 
was to form one of the highlights of 
the "Peoples' Culture" festival in 
Cape Town, but, it was banned. The 
play was also invited for an interna­
tional tour to the U.K. for 1987. On 
the 5 December 1986, Simon Ngubane, 
the cultural organizer and leading 
actor in the play was assasinated by
Inkatha-led vigilantes.

PINETOWN UNEMPLOYED WORKERS' PLAY 
This project began in 1986 when a 
grouping of unemployed workers with 
the support of the shop-stewards 
council of the area began workshop­
ping a play on their conditions of 
life. However the project was unsuc­
cessful and it was terminated at the 
end of 1986.

M'KUMBANE
The script of the play on M’Kumbane 
is nearly completed and the group is 
moving into the rehersal phase as 
soon as suitable worker-actresses 
have been found. The project 
assisted with costs of transcribing, 
translating and copy-ing the work- 
snopped scripts as well as with 
transport.

MAY DAY POETS PERFORMANCE
This performance was produced by the 
Clairwood Cultural Local for the 
Durban May Day Celebration at Curries 
Fountain. The project assisted with 
the purchase of musical instruments 
which were used as a backing to the 
oration.

CLOVER PLAY
The project was approached by strik­
ing Clover workers in Pietermaritz­
burg to assist in the workshopping of 
a play portraying their struggle. 
The workshops began in October 1986. 
The play is nearing completion.

CAPE TOWN FESTIVAL
The Durban Cultural Group was invited 
to perform their plays at the Cape 
Town Festival - Towards a Peoples' 
Culture. Amongst the plays to be 
performed was Qonda (written by a 
Dunlop worker). But the festival was 
banned and Qonda was not performed.





2. DOCUMENTATION

MAY DAY VIDEO
A documentary (edited at the moment) 
of the 1986 Mayday celebration.

VIDEO DOCUMENTATION
Documentation of worker events and 
cultural activities continued. A 
video programme of worker cultural 
activity is being commissioned.

PHOTOGRAPHIC DOCUMENTATION 
Photographic documentation took place 
throughout the year.
Towards the end of 1986 it was 
decided to commission the collection 
of all photographs depicting the life 
of workers. These would then be 
brought together as a travelling 
exhibition during the following year.

BLACK MAMBA RISING: SOUTH AFRICAN 
WORKER POETS IN STRUGGLE
This book which was published at the 
end of 1986 collected together the 
oral poetry of Qabula, Hlatshwayo and 
Malange. It was published in both 
english and Zulu. There are plans to 
publish a second collection in the 
future.

A CRUEL LIFE BEYOND BELIEF
This book by A.T. Qabula on his work­
ing life experiences is almost com­
plete. After its completion it is to 
be handed over to Ravan Press for 
publication.

WORKER PLAYS
A collection of worker plays in South 
Africa are being edited.

3. SLIDE AND TAPE
PROGRAMMES

DEATH OF CATO MANOR/RISE OF KWA MASHU 
See 1985 report. Work is continuing.

LIFE IN BAMBAYL
A slide and tape programme on the 
condition of life of this squatter 
community was approved. Its aim was 
to sensitise the broader community to 
the unique conditions of poverty in 
the area. Unfortunate1y this project 
was not completed and it has now been 
terminated.

HISTORY WORKSHOP SLIDE AND TAPE 
WORKSHOP
1 he History Workshop at the Univer­
sity of Witwatersrand, held a slide 
and tape? workshop to which the 
project was invited to send partici­
pants. We sponsored the attendence 
of a number of workers and two 
members of Clermont Arts Society.



4. 4. CLAIRWOOD TRADE UNION 
CENTRE

AND CULTURAL

The centre (see 1985 report) is 
defining its own course in conjun­
ction with the shop-steward local of 
the area.

The centre has at the moment a 
theatre, and a poetry group and has 
been crucial in all cultural events 
in the labour movement.

SKILLING WORKSHOPS
The project is planning to run 
skilling workshops in drama, photo­
graphy and community art. 1986 was 
spent planning and co-ordinating with 
people who are skilled in the above 
-Fields. It is expected that the 
workshops will take place early in 
1987.

SEMINAR/WORKSHOP
A workshop was held in August 1986. 
Cultural activists from all over 
Natal were invited to present their 
work. The workshop also facilitated 
discussion amongst cultural workers 
over the future of cultural work in 
the union movement.

5. MISCELLANEOUS

Assistance to workers primarily by Mi 
S'dumo Hlatshwayo has been given in 
Mpophomeni, Hammersdale, Newcastle 
and Pinetown for the inauguration of 
cultural locals. Requests have also 
come from Port Shepstone, Richards 
Bay and Pietermaritzburg.

Cooperation also is beginning 
the project and black youth groups in 
the townships.
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The project thanks the following individuals for their assistance 
and effort:

Iain Edwards, Barbara de Wit, Jean Howard, Rohan Persad, Mrs 
Milne, Bobby Marie, Costos Criticos, David Malvey, Neville 
Singh, Donn Edwards, Omar Badsha.

Thanks also for co-operation and patience to the following 
organisations and institutions:

COSATU Regional Education Committee; MAWU (Durban and 
Pietermaritzburg branches); Food and Allied Workers Union; 
Workers' Cultural Local, Durban; Church and Work Project; 
Sarmcol Workers' Co-operative; Clairwood Shop Stewards
Council; Audio Visual Centre, University of Natal; Afrapix;
May Day Planning Committee; History Workshop, University of 
Witwatersrand; Pinetown Cultural Group; Port Shepstone 
Cultural Group.



SIMON NGUBANE

worker leader, cultural activist ana Sarmcol Play actor 
assasinated by Inkatha vigilantes, 5 December 1987.


