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The' Argus Correspondent

PRETORIA — A new era
dawns for South Africa’s min-
ing mc]ustry today when a spe-
cial, mine mspector training
prugramme starts

. The’ programme was initiat-
egl by the Department of Min-
eral and Energy Affairs and
will produce not only the coun-
try’s ‘first black mine 1nspec-
tors ‘but also the first women

1nspectors.
Mineral and Energy Affairs

Mimster Pik Botha said the
programme was a response to
the Leon Commussion on Mine
Safety and Health that South
Africa’s mne mspectnrate be
strengthened

The department found those
willing to do the job were not
qualified and those quahfied to
do’it were already employed
elsewhere at higher salaries

The only thing to do was to
1 put .willingness and qualifica-
tions together — that 15 what
the programme s des:gned to
achieve — to find wiling ecan-
d1dates and enable them: to
quahfy themselves to: do, the
task "Mr Botha said, < .

Mure than 1 200 apphcatlons
were' recerved for the three
year theoretlcal and ractmal
course. which starts: tnday for
the 50 chosen apphnants
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Programme will train
black mine inspectors

OWN CORRESPOMDENT

A new era dawns for South
Africa’s mining industry with the
start of a special mune mspector
ratning programme, announced
in Pretona yesterday.

The new programme starts

i

€ programme, imtiated by
the Department of Mmeral and
Energy Affairs, wall produce the
country’s first black and women
Iine mspectors,

Mineral and Energy Affairs
Minster Pik Botha said the pro-
gramme was in response to the
Leon commussion on mune safety
and health, which recommended
that South Africa’s mine mspec-

The department found that
those willing to do the job were
not qualified for i, and those
quahified for the task were already
employed elsewhere at higher
salartes

The solution was to find will-
ing candidates and enable them to
qualfy themselves for the task,
Botha said The new programme
set out to dojust that, Botha said.

More than 1200 applications
were receved for theﬁi:ee—year
course, which wall be part theory,
part practice. The course starts
today

After evaluation, the number
of apphcants was reduced to 100.
After further assessment, a final
3 applicants were chosen for the

gﬁm% 2 |20 94 (212)
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By Ross HERBERT
1K

&l
Johannesblrg 4 Management at
Gold Fields’ Kloof mune allegedly
gives myured mine workers hight
surface jobs and then fires them
two or three months later to avoid
payIng expensive mjury compensa-
tion, according to Kgalema
Motlanthe, general secretary of the
NUM

. He said the union intended to go
to court over 36 such cases at Kloof.

Such allegations are at the heart
of the strike, along with complaints
that the head of the union at Kloof
was unfarly disnussed

Motlanthe said Kloof manage-
ment had earher reached an agree-
ment with workers over the 1ssue of
dismussal of mjured workers, but
the mine continued the practice

Kloof management could not be
reached for comment, but Gold
Fields spokesman Maron Brower
said dismussals were “an 1ssue
between the company and individ-
ual workers”

Yesterday workers continued to
meet management and caucus
among themselves over whether to
retdim to work
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(Fears oTOW OVer arsenic
(2ia

poisoning oy minc

= By Ross HERBERT

|
Johannesburg — Arsenic poisoning

} at the New Consort mine near
Barberton 1in Mpumalanga was
potentially much more widespread
than previously believed, according
to an attorney for the NUM

He made an urgent request to
- the mne yesterday to pernut out-
side doctors to examme workers
Eastern Transvaal Consolidated, the
Anglovaal unit responsible for the
mune, denied the request

In Qctober, a complaint over
allegations of arsenuc poisonung
| through the mune’s water was
lodged with the mineral and energy
X affairs department An nquury 1s

scheduled to begin on January 22

The attorney, Richard Spoor,
said that in mterviewing workers in
preparation for the inquiry he came
across workers with “symptoms
consistent with chronic arsenic pot-
soning”, apparently from sources
other than water

Spoor maintams that the evi-
dence suggests arseruc-based gas 1S
being given off at the mune’s pro-
cessing plants

In a report to the union, he said
that he examined workers who
complamed of vomutng, pam m
internal organs, darkened skin and
pustules and scars over most of
their bodies These symptoms were
consistent with chronc arsenuc por-
SONINg

“We are looking at a far more

sertous problem than we previously
thought It 1s a very ugly situation
The company wants to play hard-
ball,” Spoor said

Spoor recommended that
chermusts and outside medical staff
be brought n to examine the pro-
cessing plants and the workers

He said an acting nune supervi-
sor gave approval for doctors to
examine workers

They had been rushed to the
mune, but before arnving at the
agreed time, Spoor recerved a call
from company lawyers who deried
access to workers and the mune’s
health facilities

Tim Spindler, a company direc-
tor, said the company would not
agree to expand the arsenic investr-

gation beyond poisoning of water
unless a new formal complaint was
lodged

“He wants to walk into the mine
and examine all and sundry work-
ers,” sard Spmndler, who said the
company was acting legahstically
because it had been forced to by
Spoor

“We'd be very foolish not to
defend our legal position. Do you
help the guy trying to nal you, to
nail you?” he asked

“We'd be glad to sit down with
the uruon and the government. But
he should not sprng 1t on us on
short notice ”

"We don’t see any benefit in pre-
emphing the government enquiry,”
Spindler said
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Mboweni
warns Anglo

& la offs

]n annesburg - g vemment
vesterday put the miming mdustry
on notice that it would requure
much closer consultation ahead of
large layoffs ., |

Anglo American’s announce-
ment yesterday.that about 10000
jobs will rnbably have to go m its
gold division took the government
by surpmise |, #4

“I am extremely concerned,”

" said Labour NMster Tito Mbowenu.

“The mnng industry should sup-
ply me with a detailed submussion
on plans for future layoffs and
downsizing”

Mbowenu's statement came as
Anglo announced available profit at
its five gold uruts of R144,8 nulkion
for the December quarter, compared |
with R134,1 milhon to September

The key news was a R5,1 million
loss at Anglo’s Free State Consolida-
ted Gold Mines, downt from a profit
of R12,6 million i the September
quarter ¢

Anglo said 1t planned to close
five mine shafts at Freegold, unless
present cost and productivity condr-
tions changed

The shafts set for closure include
Western Holdings” No 3 and 7
shafts, Freddies’ No 9 shaft and
Saaiplaas’s No 3 and 4 shafts

Anglo said only “sigmficant”
mmprovements n profitability could
save the shafts and the 10 000 relat-
ed jobs It warned six other shafts
were at risk

Overall gold production de-
clined by 2 percent to 56 476kg

Vaal Reefs increased after-tax
profit from R131 mullon m the
September quarter to R163,7 mul-
lion Western Deep Levels 1m-
proved after-tax profit from
R738 milhon to R82,2mllion
Elandsrand, which experienced
problemns associated with a butane
explosion and new finds of butane
gas, had a decline in after-tax profit
'from R41 mullion to R36 mullion

(] See Page 16
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Nat: al Unmn of
Mlnewurkers said on, Fri-
.day bad mahagement was
behind Anglo American’s |.
dec:smn to retrench 10 000
wnrkers with 'the’ planned
closure of five shafts.at its
JFreegold mine' '

" “It1san indcation of se-
rious mismanagement and
lack. of forward planmng,”
satrd NUM géneral secre-
tary Kgalema Motlanthe

Labour, Mlmster" Tito
Mboweni, concerned about
the pendmg elusure plans
tu meet 'Bobby Godsell
head of Anglu 3 gnld d1vi-
smn to discuss the issue  {.

Mr Motlanthe: said the

anion' had ‘for years cam-
- paigned fnrasucml lan to
recogmse mines had a hm-
ited, life spaii ‘ Such recog-
mition, would, provide for
early , duwn scahing. “But
management have nut tak-
en this seriously.” .

~ Theé: NUM ‘and Angln
management .are sched--
uled to meet 1 Welkom
next wEek — Sapa '

}l.

’ . See Page 4
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NUM
conﬁrms

Fumane Diseko

Tl-[ & National Union of
Mine Workers (NUM)
m Mpummalanga says
it has confirmation that
workers m New Consort
Gold Mine, Barberton,
show symptoms of “chron-
1¢” arsemc poisoning

. The formal mquury mnto
the alleged posoning, by
arsenic-contaminated
water, of hundreds of peo-
ple lvmg near the mme in
October last year, began
on Monday

Both mine owner Anglo-
vaal and the regronal
director of Mineral and
Energy Affairs, Altus
Kloete, refuse to commeént
until the mvesthgation 1s
completed.

NUM's lawyer, Richard
Spoor, states that tests
conducted by the South
African Bureau of Stan-
dards reveal that the con-
centration of arsemnic in
refrigerated drnking
water was 4,81 rmihgrams
of arsenic per litre of
water, and tap water con-
tamed 2,75mg/hire
These results are above
the legal Immt of

0,bmg/htre -

Spoor says he has m-
formation that powdered
arsenic tnoxide had been
stored m polypyrene bags
in an open shed because 1t
could not be sold to other
mdustries due to its iron
content These bags had
apparently burst open and
contaminated the area

“In examinmg the envi-
ronmental confarmmation,
we need o look at how the
arsenic trioxide 1s stored
and what the levels of poi-
sorung are in the working
area, especially the roast-

mg Plant,“ Spoor says

roasting and gold plant.

Miners are also exposed
to arsenic in the work-
place when the gold 1s
extracted from the ore,
which contains arsyno
pyrite,

A report conducted at
the mmne on behalf of NUM
by Dr Mohamed Jeebhay
from Industrial Health
Research Group (IHRG),
stated that mimners had
“skin rashes, itchy eyes:;
bowel dysfunction, ab-
dominal pamms; nose
ulcers” as well as arsenic

ermatibs (skin darkenng
similar to that caused by
kin lightning creams);
loss of feeling and swollen,
tender livers

An IHRG industrial
hygierust was refused per-
mission by the mine man-
agement to inspect the




Labour wants a greater

say in the decisions made
on the mines, report
Karen Harverson

and Vuyo Mvoko

G ONE Is arguing with
Anglo American Corpora-
ton s call last week that cost
and productivity changes
are needed at Free State
Consolidated Gold Mines (Freegold) to

avold the threatened closure of five of §

its shafts and the loss of 10 000 jobs

But chief executive of Anglo s gold
and uranfum diviston Bobby God-
sell s plea for “more shifts, more
blasts and more gold” at Freegold —
which reported a R5, 1-million loss in
the December quarter ended 1995 —
must be seen in the context of long-
standing demands by workers to
review the entire mining {ndustry

Laments Samson Machidi National
Undon of Mineworkers (NUM) reglonal
co ordinator in the Free State “Decl-
slons are being made without our
involvemnent and with no access to
information, geological or otherwise

“If costs need cutting what about
the top-heavy and inefficient levels of
management Why must it always be
black workers in the lower grades
who lose their jobs? We have a
a say in the future of these mines and
how they are run ™

And the government agrees Labour |3

Minister Tito Mbowent has sald
“Both the government and the unlons
should not be caught by surprise
when these things have to happen
These are major restructurings ”
NUM assistant general secretary
Gwede Mantashe says the profitability
of mining operations stretches beyond
Increasing the output of workers “It

should also include flattening manage-
ment structures, issues such as dou-

ble blasting, single panel superviston
and numerous others You can't just
address the issue of productivity ad
hoc There is a need for a major surgl-
cal overhaul of the industry which
management has been avoiding
“Randgold, by
breaking the manage-
ment structure, took a
number of loss-mak-
ing marginal shafts,
and made them prof-
itable,” says Man-
tashe He guestions
why the same ean't be
done for all five loss- B
making shafts, two of N{
which still have con- |
siderable reserves
"You also need to |

rightto |

i '."'..i.,

analyse how much [_.

money flowed from Bobby G;:y;a;e“' ‘More shifis,
more blasts and more gold’
PHOTO- NAASHON ZALK

the shafts, particu-
larly Saaiplaas, to
finance headoffice
before saying that that shaft was
unprofitable,” he argues

He welcomes the summit meeting
called by Anglo this week (Thursday)
for workers and management to
thrash out how to save Freegold's
shafts from closure, but questions
why it is only called now when the
NUM called for problems in the min-
ing industry to be discussed last year

4

Workers in distress: “Threat of job losses like a qun to the head’ - ~— ~

“They [Anglo] wait for a bad result
and then hold the threat of job losses
over our head like a gun and say agree
to our solution to restore profitability
or we pull the trigger,” says Mantashe,

Anglo's long-time call for fill calendar
operations (Fulco) could have been
implemented five months ago, says
Mantashe, but wanted to
avoid sitting down with workers to
determnine the des
of the industry as a
whole “Instead they
wanted to make special
arrangements with
individual mines which
wasn't acceptable ™

The NUM has
stopped saying no to
retrenchments since
1989 and instead, has
been calling for a bet-
ter management of the
process Accepting
that all mines have a
certain life span, the
union has since been
calling for forward
planning as well as a
“social plan” that they hope would
cushion retrenched workers

Mantashe believes the reirench-
ment announced by Anglo is part of a
bigger plot by big business to usurp
the support base of the ANC led gov-
ermment,

“The government is relying on the
business sector to create jobs while it
restructures the public sector but

' v, PHOTOGRAPH: HENNER FRANKENFELD

-1
Instead all we've seen over the past year
are job losses in the private sector *
Employment in the indus-
try reached its peak in 1987, but a
third of that workforce has since lost
their jobs, says NUM

his week 3 000 workers at Har-

mony opted for retirement pack-
ages in the face of an insecure

tiny future The mine's

managing director
Bernard Swanepoel
hailed the move as a
*constructive
approach”

When 5 500 workers
were to be retrenched
from Buffelsfontein
mine in Klerksdorp
three weeks ago even
the 2 000 who were
going to be rehired

iiii

weekends and public holidays.
“We've been very explicit,” Anglo

| American public-affairs manager,

James Duncan said before Thurs-

| days meeting with worker represen-

tatives in Welkom
He sald productivity, costs incurred,

9 and the gold price were the main prob-

lems factng Freegold at present.

Costs containment programines, he
sald, worked to some extent, but the
mines now need to look further because
Inflation has caught up with them
While hedging activities have given “a
window of opportunity” the gold price
remains largely a function of factors
beyond the control of the South African

gold producing industry he said.

ut who's not productive and
B why? Duncan failed to provide

a more direct answer He said
however that the mines are not mak-
ing the necessary advances to pro-
duce gold at a profit, and “it is no
longer tenable for the shareholders to
bear the consequences”

S0 should it be the workers who bear
the consequences? What of the allega-
tion of “serlous mismanaffement”
which NUM geneyal sécretary Kgalermna
Motlanthe says is responaible?

Ege‘fé got to rise above blame and

tion, it s an absolute psy-
chosis in this country, We are inter-

Gl ested in solutions ” Duncan safd

Solutions have to be more long-
term than "mere dog fights,” as
Mbowenl put it. “We need an tnterac-
tive approach with mechanisms
whiich provide for joint decision-mak
Ing, consuitation, and information

gathering and -sharing

“From & Johs point of view, the min-
Ing industry needs to come to the
Cabinet and say This f we are
today, what the trends aré &fjdwing,
and this is where we are likely to bé
the year 2 000" "

Why ther, was the government not
part of Thursday’s solution-seeking
meeting between the two parties?

“It would be wrong for the govern-
ment to say labour or Anglo do this, at
this stage The best thing is to let the
partles sort it out. When they notice
that you are in favour
of one or the other
party theyll use you
to angle for advan-
tage Youll add weight
74 on a particular side,”
says Mboweni

He is proposing an
Inter-ministeriat sum-
mit which will include
trade and Industry,
finance mineral and

energy affairs, and

demanded thelr pack- Deputy  President

ages SRR \ . ‘Thabo Mbeki's office
“We need commit- Gwede Mantashe Thereis  The summit will

ment from Anglo gneedfora majorsurgleal  look at the relation-

American that they
will do pos-
sible to protect jobs,” Mboweni said
after his meeting with Godsell this
week

Not that there have never been dis-
cussions before between the workers'
representatives and management.

Among othier things, managemnent
has proposed that therg be low basic
wage Increases and a full calendar
production eycle which will inelude

overhaul’ PHOTO NAASHON ZALK

ships between the
ministries and how
they can all ensure singularity of
purpose regarding the creation and
preservation of jobs.,

Mbowenl is setting up a unit that
will do eontinuous research and will
advise on a whole range of labour
market Issues “to make sure policy-
making, which is a dynamic process,
has a place within the department of
labour”



which caught fire 1n Wit-
bank has spurred the De.
partment of Mmeral and
Energy Affairs mto action as
they plan methods to extip.

guish the inferno, burning
M some. places as hot as

smce been
depths pourmg from jts

According to wilnesses,
the flames were leaping up

t0 10 metres mio the arr ang
Produang noxious black
smoke that could be seen
from up to 70km away.
Witbank Wildlsfe Society
charrman, Woden Oden-
daali,( sard fumes from the
Smoxe contained high Jevels
of sulphur and wer%h threat-
ening the nearby Vosman
township “We have enough
problems of people with
chest complamts from the
pollution m the area as 1t 15
But this 15 unbearabie,” he
said

Spokesman for the Wit.
bank Council, Pieter de
Klerk, said the area was also
dangerous because the
ground was unstable and
prone to collapse He said 3
suimilar mine which was
doused by the municipality
five years ago had also been

burning at a tem
1500°C perature of

1500°C
The mme, which w
last worked m 1952 and w::
ceded to the state in 1994, 1
illl‘ztc:::? of ;1 number of haz- “These munes take years
c
ACross thenh’itg:ﬁ;ggmad to cool down, and today the
The same mine 1s still burning at
Tuesda I;Une flared up on about 150°C,” he said
amnuni’s as; week and Jarge Aldss Cloete, regional di-
of smoke have rector of the Dep artment of

|| Mineral and Energy Affawrs,

derued the mine was a “di-
rect threat” to people’s
health He added that it was
impossible to assess the

|| costs of rehabilitating the

mine “as it 15 not known
what the total implication of
the underground fire will
beﬂ'

The mune 1s in the sensi-
tive catchment area for a
number of local rivers, m-
cluding the Klip Spruut, the
main tributary of the large
Loskop Dam. High salruty

levels 1n the surface water
have been recorded by the
Department of Water Affairs
and Forestry as a result of
pollution emanating from

The department found
that 70% of the catchment
area’s sulphate load came
from coal mines, speafically

abandoned ones
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The Star.. We

Going home ... mineworker Anderson Penise yesterday vowed he would return home or find another job rather than go under-

C -  Sfhor 3i1]9b
I vow never to go down a mineshaft again

66

top of me up to the =
waist 1 screamed MY children

ground again.

By Justice MaLavLa

For mimeworker Anderson Pe-
nuse, the acadent whuch left him
inyured at Blyvooruitzicht mine
Kesterday was the last straw, and
e vowed from his hospital bed
that he would never go down a
shaft again
“My four children deserve to
have a father, someone to give
them the education I did not have
So I thunk I will go and look for a

safer job,” he said
Penise sard he did nor see

what happened, and that he was
safe only because he had been fur-
. ther away from where his o
leagues had been working

“All T heard was a loud noise,

then I found rocks
and sod piled on

volved 1n the acar-
dent, said he had
been giving m-
struchons to a

for someone to worker towards
come and help me, deserve to _ the end of the area
but there did not have a father' where work was

seem to be anyone

[ pulled myself SOMIEONE 1O

taking place when
he heard the blast

from beneath the

rocks and rushed @CHNICATE them

to the shaft station,
where the shuft
boss found me

“It was the
worst thing | had ever seen 1
could hear screams and crying,”
he said

Boitum=lo Kerebotswe, team
leader of the gang of 17 men m-

and was hurled
down by faling
rocks and soul

“1 pulled my-
self out of the rub-
ble and saw that I
was bleeding profusely from the
head I managed to bandage my-
self Screams were comung from
the other side of the rubble, but I

could not see what was happen-

MICHAEL WALKE
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(212)

mng because the whole passage
was blocked

“After finding the shift boss
and showmg him where the acar-
dent occurred, [ was brought up
to surface

“But ] am coming back fo
work here

“Danger 1s something we live
with here, 1t 15 part of the job,”
said the Botswana resident

Another survivor, Winnet
Ndlela, who suffered eye and
other myurtes, said he had no fear
whatsoever, and would return to
work as soon as he was well

“Tt could have been any one of
the people who work at this mune
This will not stop me working,”
he added
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Three mine

The Argus Correspondent

JOHANNESBURG — Rescue
teams worked through the
night to try to reach three min-
ers still trapped 1 928 metres
underground at the Blyvooruit-
zicht gold mine near Carleton-
ville

Nearly' 24 hours after the
rockburst at the mine’s No2
shaft whieh killed two and crit-
1cally mjured two of the 17
workers 1 the area,” rescuers
had still not reached them.

Randgold human .resources
director Richard de Villiers
said the roekburst occurred at
g am yesterday, three hours af-
ter the team started work m
the area

s still srapped

f these, 10 were rescued m
the course of the day and one
had died ‘

The body of another miner
was discovered at about 10 pm
along with two critically 1n-
jured miners

Another miner was found |
working with the rescue team |

earher in the afternoon. “He
had just carried on working,”
Mr De Vilhers sad

National Union of
Mineworkers chairman at the
mine, Phindile Stofu, sawd the
anion would seek an urgent
meeting with mine officials.

The Department of Mmeral '

and Energy Affairs’ will inves-
tigate the accident

—_——— —
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By Noxolo Kweza and Sapa

L | ALUNGIGA SALELO consid-
E1es ‘M crs himself lucky to be
B4 o W alive He was among the
=l W B miners who were trapped
1 724 metres below surface at
Blyvoormtzicht Gold Mine, near Car-
letonville, on the Far West Rand for
11 hours on Tuesday

Three miners died, seven of the 15
survivors were mnjured and two were
still missing by late yesterday

And for Salelo, it was second time
lucky to survive a sumilar near-death
simation Last year he was trapped
underground at the same mine when a
rock fell and pmned him to the ground

This time around he was trapped
near is workmate Bnck Ntombane
when ground collapsed m the bowels
of the earth on Tuesday morning

Speaking from his hospital bed at

=

Salelo will have to go underground

Blyvooruitzicht Hospital yesterday, the
42-year-old Transkei father of a young
boy said “I never thought we would be
rescued 1n time ™

“We had no water and I was so
tharsty It was becoming more difficult
to breath as the minutes ticked by
There was just no fresh air coming n,”
he said

They were rescued just before mid-
nmight on Tuesday by a rescue team that
had worked around the clock

Salelo said he was afraid to go back
underground for fear of a third acci-
dent he maght not survive

However, he will have to go back
to work when he recovers *I have a

again — he has a wife to look after

family to look after

“My wite 1s 1ll She suffers from
persistent stomach aches If I quit this
job, where will 1 find another to sup-
port my family?” he said

Salelo suffered a dislocated left hip
and 1s expected to be 1n hospital for the
next six weeks

Mine spokesman Mr Dirk van Eeden
said the rescue operatton would contin-
ue untl the missing miners were found

Rescue teams were working non-
stop with heavy equipment, hampered
by dangerous conditions and the risk of
further rockfalls in their efforts to dig
through collapsed rock 1n the mine tun-
nel to the missing miners
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By Justice MaLaLa
Labour Reporter

The bodies of the two men
trapped 1928m underground

since  a rockfall at the
' Blyvoorutzicht gold mme on
Tuesday were recovered early
today This brings the death toll
to five

The names of the dead, some
of whom were not South African
cilizens, will only be released

formed, said mme spokesman
Dirk van Eeden

Four of the 10 mners njured
m the pressure burst have been
chscharged from hospital

Five are “recovering very
well” n the mime hosprtal, ac-
cording to semor medical officer
Dr Alan Graham

The sixth 1s in Johannesburg’s
Rand Mutual Hospital

Rescue operations have now

2 ) Ao

beén completed, but, Van Eeden
sad, 1t would take another three
weeks for the area to be cleared
for operations

Hopes of finding the _ast two
mrers still underground ahve
began to fade late yecterday, but
rescue workers toled thr. zh the
rught m temperatures of up to
40°C 1n the hope the men mught
miraculously be trapped m an air
pocket

Of the 17 muners who were

T—
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Chances recede of rescuing two Bl

G
once all families had been e

yvoor miners buried alive
1219t

unaccounted for after the aca-
dent at about 9am on Tuesday,
two were found unscathed, seven
shghtly ijured and a further
three sertously injured

Two of the men were found
dead on Tuesday and another
body was found yesterday, mine
management said

The search follows a rockfall
caused by a buildup of pressure
The burst measured 2,3 on the
Richter scale



Hopes fade for

trapped miners

JOHANNESBURG: Hopes of find-
Ing the last two muners still
trapped 1 928m underground after
Tuesday’s rockfall at the '
Blyvooruitzicht gold mine near
Carletonville alive started fading

late yesterday agthe death toll rose |

to threg 2.1 2.
Minespokesnfan Mr Dirk van

Eeden said rescue teams would
continue working throughout the
night to reach the men, in the
hope that the earher “muracle” of
rescuing two others trapped
underground 1n an air pocket ‘
would be repeated

Of the 17 men unaccounted for
immediately after the accident
about 9am on Tuesday, two have
been found unscathed, seven were
shightly injured and three others
more seriously mnjured

Two of the men were found
dead on Tuesday and another
body was found yesterday '

et il2449L
Staff Writers, Sapa, Reuter




Rockfall at Blyvoor mine is
oty g podcin

By FIoNALENEY

Johannesburg — Produc-
tion would not be materatly
affected at Randgold’s Bly-
voorwrtzicht pune despite
Tuesday’s rockfall which
killed at least three miners,
the mne's management
said yesterday

“Tt 15 quite a scattered,

old mme, with faces some
miles away from the aca-
dent site, so mimng 1S con-
tmumg elsewhere,” sad a
source who wished to
yemain anonymous

The mine’s main shaft,
which produces about
700kg of gold a month, was
closed after the accident
While dnlling had re-
sumed, blasting would be
suspended until the two
muners who were still miss-
ing were found, he said

Blyvoor’s share price
reflected dismay at the accr-
dent and wornes over dis-
rupted production It
slipped about 7 percent, or
50c, to R7 yesterday

“There will be a shght
hiccup n production for a
day, but I have no doubt that
full production will resume
quickly”

The dead muners were
covered by group life msur-
ance and*the mine woulds
not be hable for large com-
pensation payments, the
source said

The rockfall was caused
by a seismuc fremor mea-
suring 2,3 on the Richter
scale

That 15 considered seri-
ous, but not necessarly
lethal unless the epcentre
15 close to the weakened
walls of a working seam, he

said “Thus was a pre-condi-
tioned (remforced) stope

“You can de-stress an
area with the best technolo-
gy m the world, but if the
epicentre  hits near i,
there’s nothing you can
do.”

A unung analyst, who
did not wish to be named,
satd he doubted Blyvoor’s
share price would suffer
sertously trom the acadent
In production terms, he
said, the rockfall was negl-
aible

“A few years ago an
accdent like this would
barely have made the news
It shows how much aware-
ness of safety 1ssues and
workmg conditions have
grown,” the analyst said.

Llewellyn Krel, a
spokesman for the Cham-
ber of Mimes, said though
the trend i ming fatalihies
was downwards because
safety standards were more
strictly  enforced — 393
muners died last year com-
pared with more than 600
in 1986 — little could be
done to prevent the sort of
rockfall that killed the
Blyvoor miners

He said seismic tremors,
as the people of Japan and
Cahforma knew~to ther
cost, were extremely hard
to predict

)
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JOHANNESBURG — The bodies of the two men
trapped 1928 metres underground since Tuesday'’s
| rockfall ai the Blyvooruitzicht gold mine were re-

covered early today This brings the death toll mn
the accident to five

Mine officials were in the process of contacting
next of kin, and the names of the dead — some of
I whom are not Soiith Africans — would be released
only once all families had been informed, said
mine spokesman Dirk van Eeden

Four of the 10 miners injured 1 the pressure
burst, have beei discharged Five are “recovering
very well” 1n the mine hospital, according to se-
nior medical officer Alan Graham The sixth 1s mn
Johannesburg’s Rand Mutual Hospital

Rescue operations had now been completed, but
Mr Van Eeden said 1t would take annther three

weekggfor the area to,be cleared fur; upgratmns
} [
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Mine inquiry reveals E
1992 crash precedent :

i)

2D zf2196 ;
THE joint inquest-mmquiry into last May’s Vaal Reefs
mine disaster resumed yesterday with testimony
from the mine’s former manager that he had not been
told of a 1992 locomotive accrdent that bore certain
similarities to last year’s accident

Andre Wilking — who left the mine a few months
prior to the disaster — said he had heard about the
accident only after last year’s disaster He was not
mme manager at the fime of the 1992 accident.

The 1992 incrdenit occurred when a slow-moving
locomotive under power pushed cars into the mine’s
No 2 shaft Nobody was myjured. "

Last year’s accident killed 104 miners when a fast-
moving locomotive under power and.a man carnage
toppled into the shaft,

During questioning from state advocate Regal du
Toit, Wilkins said he should have been 1nformed of
the 1992 accident

He agreed with Judge Ramon Leon that steps
should have been taken after the 1992 incident to
prevent vehicles from falling down the shaft He also
agreed that further safety precautions would have
been taken if miners had been Inlled 1n that accident

Leon saud the facts of the 1992 accident were dif-
terent to those of the 1995 disaster, except that both
involved locomotives. The question was whether a
“reasonable person” ought to have taken steps to pre-
vent arecurrence of the incident

Wilkins said he cid not know why tests were not
carried out after the 1992 acerdent to determine the
ability of different systems to stop locomotives at var-
ious speeds Such tests had been conducted after last
year’s disaster., During his term as mine manager,

ilkins was satisfied that No 2 shaft conformed to
Vaal Reefs standards and general industry norms.

'Ingrid §algado
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By Noxolo Kweza if S
The bodies' of two TNELs, }i;:apped

underground smce Tuesday’s tgg:lcfall
at Blyvooruizicht Gold Minexnear
Carletonville on the far West Rand
were recovered early yesterday,
bringing the death toll to five

A rescue team worked around the
clock to recover the bodies

Three mmers died and several were
mjured on Tuesday when 17 workers
were trapped 1 724 metres below the
surface One nuner 13 still 1n a serious
condiion at Rand Mutual Hospital 1m

Johannesbuig

~§Efad, some of whom are not South

African, would only be released
once all their families had been
informed

Four of the 10 minexs mjured 11 the
pressure burst have been discharged
from hospital Five were “recOVEring
very well” in ihe yune hospital The
sixth 1s at Rand Mutual Hospatal

The rockfall was caused by a build-
up of pressure 1n a area of the mune
The pressure-burst measured 2,3 ‘on
the Richter scale, according to Sapd

Van Eeden said muming operations
resumed on Wednesday 1 areas unaf-
fected by the accident Only blastng
operations had been suspended unil
the-tescne Operation was completed

The last time the mune experienced
an accident of such magnitude was 1n
January 1991 when six workers died
after a pressure-Durst

The affected B4 area Was expected
to be cleared, safe and operational
within three weeks

R4 forms a small part of the Tune’s
total operation Production losses wete
expected to be pummal and would be
made up from production 1 other
areas of the mine




Ming plunge “a rep

By Justice MAaLALA
Labour Reporter

A manager at’ Vaal Reefs
Mme's Number Two shaft was
not told about a 1992 accident at
the mine mnvolving a moving un-
derground locomotive and sumi-
lar to the one that later killed 104
muneworkers on May 10 last year

Testifying at the mquest-n-
guy into the acadent — one of

e worst 1n SA muning history -
held in Braamfontein, Johannes-
burg, yesterday, Andre Wilkens
said 1n the period between Sep-
tember 1994 and March 1995,
while he was manager of the
shaft he had not been told of the
acadent m which an under-
ground locomotive had plunged
down the mine shaft

Judge Ramon Leon, who 1s

|

leading the inquest, pomnted out
3

.

1

that the commoh thread bEh"JEEL
the two acadents was that the lo-
comotives had m both cases
plunged down the mme shaft
whale under power

“When I looked at the 1992 ac-
cident in himdsight, (I saw that)
one could have learnt something
from it,” Wilkens saxd yesterday

The mquest 15 charged with

deterrumng what caused last
year’s acadent

Wilkens said durmg hus tenure
at the shaft he had ordered an
audit of safety measures in place
there, and the consultant who car-
ried out the audit had recom-
mended the mstallatton of a new
safety device that would hopeful-
ly be able to stop a locomotive
moving under power toward the
shaft

He said after evaluating the
recommendation he had decided

?th of

99 )
AL

it had “1its posttive-points’and 1ts
negative pomnts”, and had left the
decision whether to implement 1t
or not up to shaft engineers at the
mine

He said the audst he recerved
from people present at No 2 shaft
at the time of the May 10 acaident
satisfied ham the shaft complied
with Vaal Reefs and mumng in-
dustry standards

Under cross-exammation from
state counsel Riegal du Toit,
Wilkens said 1t had never been
mentioned to hum that changes
had been made to the shaft due to
the 1992 acadent

In response to a question
whether the 1995 acadent was
foreseeable mn hight of the 1992 ac-
adent, Wilkens satd when assess-
ing the 1995 acadent one could
not exclude notiang the sirmlart-
ties with the one before 1t

Fa

*
L

| |
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| Miine mahager surprised

at recurrence OE accident
id Salgado beﬁ qu

THE manager of Vaal Reefs mne would not have
expected an accident to recur that was simlar to a
1992 accident m which a locomotive under power
pushed four cars into a ghaft, he told the joint 1n-
quest-inquiry into last May’s Vaal Reefs disaster.

Mike Prinsloo said recommendations of a report
into the 1992 accident were treated “urgently”. Mine
officials had taken the steps they deemed necessary
to prevent a similar incident.

He could not say whether further action would
have been taken if people had died in the accadent.

He became aware of the 1992 accident only after
the 1995 accident

He was away at the time of last year’s disaster,
when a locomotive under power and a man carriage
fell into the mine’s No 2 shaft, killing 104 people

During questioning from NUM’s legal counsel,
Karl Tup, Prinsloo said only with the benefit of hind-
sight gleaned from last year’s disaster could he say
that the 1992 accident warranted greater attention
than was given.

That 104 people were killed last year was “a major
tragedy” He had never before come across an ac-
cident resulting from a power-driven vehucle,

News of the disaster had come as a “total shock” to
him, he said

He was unaware of an accident at Western Deep
Levels South mine in 1987 in which a locomotive fell
into a shaft Prinsloo was a production manager at
Western Deep at the time.

Tip saxd it was “starthing” that a roduction man-
ager.at one portion of the mine should not hear of an
accident that occurred at the same mine.

Prinsloo agreed that mineshafts were managers’
primary safety concern. i }

Tt was also mherently dangerous that locomotive
rails ran into shafts, he said.
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Lest we forget mineworkers at the Blyvooruitzicht gold mine outside Carletonville mourn the death of five of their colleagues in last
service was held for the dead miners at the Blyvooruitzicht stadium yesterday.

week’s rockfall. A memorial

Mine safety device
may have been
faulty, probe told

o sopges s G212
¥ JUSTICE
K ~ 2] 91

The brakes and the dead man’s
handlie - a device designed to stop
an underground locomotive if
there 15 no one handling 1t - of the
locomotive that crushed 104
mineworkers to death on May 10
last year may not have been
working, the comnussion of m-
quiry mto the acadent heard yes-
terday

Alec Freund, counsel for the
dnver of the locomotive which
plunged down Vaal Reefs gold
mine’s number 2 shaft, put to the
engineering manager in charge of
the shaft the possibility that a fuse
which activated some of the con-
trols could have been bridged

This would mean the two de-
vices would not operate when the
dnver tned to stop the locomo-
tive

Mine manager Pieter Louw
told the commussion yesterday
that the fact the fuse had been
bridged and the two devices were
not working was not something a
driver would expect unless he
had been told about 1t

The mnquest, set up to establish
the causes of the acadernit and to
recommend prosecution of those
responsible, 15 likely to end its
proceedings withun the next three
weeks
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Holfontein water not contaminated, says report

By Tamssn DE BEER

Alaboratory test has revealed that
the smelly brown water which
drained mnto a trench last month
below EnviroServ’s Holfontem

hazardous waste site near Springs
had a metal content and traces of

_ sewage — but no definitive con-

i

tamination from the site was evi-

very low level We cannot say
there 1s no indication whatsoever
of pollution, but there 15 o defim-
ive evidence of pollution from
leachate,” hesaid

The mam trace metals present
in the water were dissolved man-
ganese and 1ron, with small traces
of chrommum, vanadium and
ntckel

tem to retamn leachate that mught
escape through a breach m one of
the site’s walls

“The improvements they (En-
viroServ) have prormused are be-
comung more urgent The more
ramn we have the greater the risk
becomes,” he said.

But EnviroServ spokesman
Kevin de Vilhers said the com-

dent. A second sample taken from pany was confident that ram
The trench was mtended to  the water contamed alumuum, would not cause a problem: “We
dram stormwater away from the  znc and lead. These metals rught  cannot envisage a situation, even
road just below the site, but neigh-  occur m the sorl, Abbot said. with severe rain, that our walls
bouring Holfontem Brickworks Both samples contamned an ele- would be threatened,” he said.
objected because of the olourand  vated E coli bacteral count, mdi- Prof Harold of Wits
<l of the water. The trench was  cating the presence of faecal conta-  Umaversity’s Schonland Nuclear
later refilled. mination, possibly from cattle or Research Centre and president
Dr Henry Abbot of the Depart- workers' ablutions on site of the National Assoaation for
ment of Water Affarrs and Fo- But the DWAF 1s concerned  Clean Air, has been contracted by
restry (DWAF) said the water ap- about the stability of Holfontem’s  the DWAF to undertake a study
pearednottubecontanﬁmtedby dam walls m the light of continu-  on the 1mpact of Holfontein's ad-
Jeachate (liqu:d seepage) from the ingugh ranfall dittonal waste load and the effect
waste site. o Abbot hasfmcommmded the :;f]ﬂc?tain qumd chermucals on arr
“If it 1s.00N ,tisata chion of a con tsys- ty in the area.
S ’)Eztz;') Xthﬁwl g ?j‘ﬂa *
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ii’;spectors
limits mine
safety checks
BT (he) 9|2/ 212.)

By Ross HERB

| Shortage of
}
Johannesburg — Routine mine safe-
ty mspechions have virtually ceased
because of shortages of government
safety inspectors, according to Dick
Bakker, the actng government mun-
g engineer
Bakker 15 responsible for safety
and accrdent inspection
“Routine mspections are very,
very few and far between We
would like to be proactive and do
audits and mspechons, we seem
only to be domng accident inquurzes,”
he sard -
His statement comes on the
heels of two sertous acadents at
Blyvooruitzicht and Randfontemn
munes where five and seven miners
were killed
Bakker accused the Public

|
} Service Commission of obstructing

a new, plan for higher pay that he
said was needed to recruif and
retain, newy, mgpectors, who were |
leaving government for better-paid. *
jobs in the industry - -
According to Bakker, the aver-
age inspector earned R5000 to
R6000 amonth “Even jurior mine
officials earn twice that, plus get

o

free housmg,” he said -
The Leon commussion of mquiry -
mto murung health and safety rec- There
ommended making mspectors’ pay tnspectors are 12 vacancies fop

more competitive with the private

Bakker
sector The cabinet approved the and sentor members of

his staff could not say how m

proposal i principle last June nspections had bee any
the past 12 months " conducted
Refused Last year, the Leon commussion

found 90 pere
The Public Service Commussion percent of the rigk of fatal

refused to grant interviews It said mines, b ground
In a wnttenggtatement that 1t could mnspe Cﬂﬂn;:vegemgnd?ég percent of
not deviate from agreements made Surface ﬂPErahnnsgmund
{ with the Publc Service Bargainng for 9 percent of fatalities gi;%l;nfed
{ Counal | surface plant mspections rer’ but
Fufty black inspectors have been ed 40 percent of the total present-
hired and sent on a three-year train- ' e Leon commyss,
g course, but Bakker said there edged ¢hat the dis anun acknow]-
remaitied an urgent need for more and private-sector Pa ?;m publc-
' We need between 250 and 350 lem, but CI'If:ICISEI{::; yth as a prob-
mspettors, but we now have about INSpecton service for beE ex1sting
100,” Bakker said heavy and me fhctent Ing too top
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By PETER De IONNO

THERE s something
ominous in the clang as
workers put the finish-
Ing touches to a shed
around a massive stock-
pile of powdered ar-
sentc at a Barberton
gold mine,

Like a stable door
slammed shut after the
horse has bolted, the enclo-
sure of the huge store of
poison has come too late to
reassure  workers at
Anglovaal’'s New Consort
Gold Mine

Fear that they and their
famihes are being por-
soned has gripped the 700-
strong workforce since
October last year when
drinking water was found
to be contaminated with
arsemc {rioxide, a by-
product of the mine’s
refining process

Extended exposure to
arsenic f{rioxide has been
linked to an eight-fold 1n-
crease 1n lung cancer and
mcreased risks of liver and
skin cancers

The deadly dust has been
blamed for the deaths of
two infants and a mine su-
pervisor, although these
claims have not been sub-
stantiated

Workers have pointed
fingers at the mine’s man-
agement, saying they have
tried to cover-up the poi-
soning crisis and had been
racially prejudiced in therr
safety measures

Independent 1ndustrial
health researchers have
further accused the man-
agement of obstructing
their investigation

The Sunday Times was
refused access to the mine
thig week

But workers who spoke
on condition of anonyrmity
confirmed reports that un-
til last year the mine had
operated a racial double

ry 11 1996

standard 1n 1its 1ssuing of

protective clothing for
workers 1n contact with ar-
senic trioxide

A man found to have
chronic symptoms said
“The whites and the super-
ViSOrs were given one-
plece suits complete with
hoods and overshoes, but
blacks were given two-
ptece oilskin suits that dud
not stop the dust from get-
ting to the skin The dust
stayed on your body and
you were not allowed to
leave the plant to wash ”

His wrists were marked
with circular scars which
he said had been caused by
rashes after his arms were
coated with arsenic dust

“They have treated us
like fools In the past when
we complained of stomach
pain and diarrhoea we
were told 1t was because
we had eaten fish with too
miuch arsenic in 1t *

The chairman of the Na-
tional Union of Minework-
ers, Epbraim Sikhonde,
said workers had hecome
angry after white reg-
dents on the mine were
sent  written warnings
about the arsemic pollution
1n the water, while hostel
residents had merely been
notifted by public address
messages

“Thig management
must learn that double
standards for blacks and
whites are not accept-
able,” he said

Anglovaal spokesman
Julian Gwillim denied the
workers’ allegations He
said the Cape Town-based
Industrial Health Re-
search Group had been al-
lowed free access to con-
duct a study at the mine
The group found symp-
toms of chronie, long-term
arsenic poisomng 1n all 16
workers 1t examined last
month

The symptoms 1ncluded

rashes, blisters, itchy eyes,
and nasal sores

Stomach cramps and
bloody diarrhoea, which
are symptoms of acute
short-term exposure to ar-
senlc, were recently wide-
ly reported by people on
the mine when the water
was contaminated at lev-
els of 0,7mg of arsenic per
litre, more than tw.ce the
maximum lim:t of 0,3mg a
litre If was the second con-
tamination episode 1n four
years

Urmne tests of 19 other
workers, conducted by the
mine 10 days ago, also
show high levels of recent
exposure to the poison

According to figures
shown to the Sunday Times
by Mr Sikhonde, all of the
workers had arsenic levels
of between 50,9 and 94 4
micrograms per gram
Levels above 50 are re-
garded as abnormal and 1n
need of attention

Mr Gwillim said the
company would release

"l

the urine test results only,

to a government Inquiry
into the pollution of the
mine’s water supply

A public hearing will be
held at the mine on Febry-
ary 27

Mr Gwillim said the re-
sults of the tests were “in-
conclusive” However,
workers who had shown ar-
senic levels 1n excess of ac-
cepted lrmuts had been grv-
en counselling and would
be tested weekly

An  NUM attorney,
Richard Spoor, said mine
management’s attempt to
resirict the investigation
by Dr Mohammed Jeeb-
hay, of the Industrial
Health Research Group,
had left the workforee con-
fused and angry .

“Relations with* man-
agement are so bad that
we have not given themn the
names of people whom we

have found to be poisoned
for fear that they will get
rid of the problem by get-
ting rid of the people.”

Dr Jeebhay said man-
agement had refused ac-
cess to the gold plant,
where arseme trioxide
dust 1s extracted and
bagged for storage, and to
the roaster section, where
crushed ore gives off ar-
senic fumes and hydrogen
sulphide,

He said workers in the
recovery plant had report-
ed that fumes were escap-
Ing from the roaster into
their section but manage-
ment had not responded to
their complaints

Dr Jeebhay said that,
when his team were finaily
allowed to examine 16 of 24
named workers, they were
refused access to records
of ongomng ndustrial hy-
grene and biological mon-
itoring of workers

i |5 mnummnmm the mmpres-
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mine

L »

sion that somebody has got
something to hide

“It 1s unreasonable to
prevent an industrial
health investigation from
Inspecting the workplace,”
he said

“How can we help solve
problems if we cannot see
the conditions the workers
are exposed to?”

Although his team was
escorted directly to the
mine clinic, Dr Jeebhay re-
ported seeing white dust,
believed to be arsenic, on
the road leading to the
powder storage shed

Mr Sikhonde and Hendry
Sambo, the chairman of
the mine health and safety
committee, said mine
managers had appealed to
them to dismuss Mr Spoor
and to deal with the por-
somng 1ssue in-house

“They are afraid for the
world to see what 1s going
on side here,” said Mr
Sambo
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PREJUDICE . . Ephraim Sikhonde at the mine where arsenic has contaminated drinking water
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Mine under
scrutiny over

}?1_% é water
TR R () i

The Grootvlm Gld mine In
Springs has come under fire from
several government departments
for faihing to meet &ernut requure-

ments controlling the tElmrqtnng of
polluted water mto the Blesbok-
spruut

The polluted groundwater
directly affects an mternationally
recognused wetland as well as
agriculture downstream

The Department of Water Af-
fairs and Forestry last year grant-
ed Grootvier a permut to pump
iron- and salt-rich water on condi-
tion that measures be taken im-
mediately to punfy the water

The mine was threatened with
closure and the cumulative loss of
4 000 jobs if 1t didn’t pump be-
tween 30 and 80 megalitres of
water daily out of its shafts

But according to Grootvler
general manager Peter Noble, the
mine could not afford a desalina-
tion plant to purify water without
assistance

Environmental stakeholders
are deeply concerned about the
noticeable damage caused to the
wetland by the polluted water
since pumping began. Mine man--
agement said pumping had been
suspended for six weeks, but re-
sumed last week

In spite of heavy ranfall,
water -discolouration and the
deaths of some plants and reeds
have been reported Damage to
water organisms, birds and fish
has not been ascertained, ,but
seems probable if pumping con-
finues

The Gauteng department of
conservation and agrniculture has
charged the mine with contraven-
g the nature conservation ords-
nance, and has said a speedy solu-
tion to the problem 1s requured

A spokesman for the Depart-
ment of Mineral and Energy Af-
fairs said an agreement on the de-
salinabon plant was bemng ne-
gotiated




‘Subcontractor

responsifble for
mine tragedyc
Ine trag o

By Ross HERBERT

Johannesburg — The seven miners
crushed to death on February 2 at
Randfontein Estates gold mne died
because a subcontractor appeared
not to have used proper overhead
support, according to conclusions
by umon: representatives who
mspected the acadent site

The tragedy refocuses attention
on the use of subcontractors and has
led to calls for changes mn safety law

Dick Bakker, the acting govern-
ment mining engmeer, said last
week ' that legislation should be
changed so statistics were kept on
the safety record of stbcontractors

Unuons complained that subcon-
tractors offered inadequate tratning
and réermted mexperenced work-
ers who were mvolved 1n more accl-
dents than regular mine workers

Bakker said he could not com-
merit on whether proper overhead
support was used at Randfontem,
but saxd he mtended to mveshgate
whether the mme had adequate
safety systems and whether 1t was
traning contract workers properly

"Where contractors are used
there are defiutely more workers
mvolved mn acadents From our
perspective 1t doesn’t matter The
mine manager 15 shil responsible,”
Bakker,said

According to the NUM, the
Randfontemn branch of the urion
had complained to the mune’s man-
agement last March about what
appeared to- be unsafe overhead
supports mn a tunne! at the mine’s
Cooke number-one shat.

The overhead was supported by
wire mesh held m place by long
bolts drlled into the overhead rock.
Hogyever, the support system tad
apparently been n place for several
years and had deteniorated

Randfontem management;-had

(% /?Dé

brought I a actor 1o
replace the mesh. Accordmg to
Charles Freeland, the umion's
regtonal orgarniser Who inspected
the site last Thursday, the scene
appeared as if the subconractor had
cut out the existing support mesh
without puttng adequate tempo-
rary supports in place.

Geven workers were squating
under the unsupported roof when a
sechion of rock of about 12,5m? fell
down.

“The contract workers obvious-
ly cidn't have any tramng Any
tramed mine worker would never
cut down a wire mesh or stand

ander 1t without support,” Free-
land said

Unsafe

“Tt 15 quute possible 1t was decid-
edly unsafe,” sad Bakker, who
mspected the site on the day of the
accident

JCI spokesman Mare Gonsalves
sard an tnquiry was under way and
any comment on the mnvesthgation
would be mappropriate until find-
ings were complete

Randfontemn employs about
12 000 workers and the number-one
shaft had achueved 2 mufhon fatal-
ty-free shufts before the accident.

Bakker said the law made no
provision for statistics to be kept on
the safety record of parhicular sub-
contractors He said he would sup-
port changes in the law to require
the trackng of contractor safety

The number of subcontracted
workers had grown from 3-percent
of the minmng workforce m 1987 to
10 percent in 1994, i

On coal mines subc? fracted
workers had giown frumrfﬁﬁercent
1n 1987 to 16 percent in 1994, accord-
g to NUM submussions {o the
labour market commussion

p——




Call for culpable homicide cha1l')g S]zI} %121 grobe

Renee Grawitzky

SOME Anglo American managers, previous mine
managers, as well as the driver and electrician
who dealt with a locomotive whach fell down a
Vaal Reefs mine shaft last year should face cul-
pable homicide charges, the Vaal Reefs joint in-
quest and inquury heard yesterday.

This was the state’s recommendation m clos-
g arguments to the mciuest-mqmry regarding
the disaster on May 10 last year in which 104
mineworkers were killed when the locomotive fell
down No 2 shaft on to a cage.

The joint mquest-inquiry is reaching its clos-

ing stage after ha g reconvenéd last

The state did not propose any prosecutlun
against the company

Meanwhile, five mineworkers were killed 1n a
rockfall which occurred at Vaal Reefs’ No 11 shaft
yesterday

Anglo American said the employees killed
were ﬁ‘um Shaft Sinkers Litd

The rockfall had taken place 2 400m under-
ground

Sapa reported that the company declined to
comment on how production at the mine had been
affected, but said that work had been suspended
1n the accident area

——— e —



An Tinguiry into his death was stolen with the docket mside.

revealed that he had been killed by

Answering questions by semor

stil be exposed, Said LoCzee, .~
Case proceeding.

Five miners killed 1n -
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FIVE mmm wmhﬂeﬂ by a

fall at Vaal .Reefs gold mine at
Klerksdorp in North West yesterday,
mine- owners .Anglo American
announced, 2% v 3+ »

Two bodes wcremcuveradsnun
after the accident and the bodies of
two-others, listed as missing earher,
were ctiscovered by rescue teams,
the corporation’s gold and uramum
divisionsaidi . - .

One: of two men ugnred in the
rockfall-was admitted to hospital but
later died o his injuries

li'all at Va

le nnn Thé rockfall
at 5 45am on 77 level m the mune’s
number 11 shaft some 2 400m
below surface

The names of the dead and
jnjured are being withheld until
their faxmhbes have been notified

In another mmng accident on
Monday, a muner aged about 30 was
killed 1n a rockfall at Randfontemn
Estates gold mune on the West Rand

West Rand police spokesman
Sergeant Herman Esterhwizen said
the 1dentity of the man, who died of

al Reefs.

L

'Wiﬂiheltl until % had been
wformed.

No other miners were injured In
the incident

Vaal Reefs was the scene of one
of the worst mine accidents in
South Africa when 104 muners
were killed 1 May last year after a
runaway locomotive and camage
plunged down a shaft and crushed a
Iift carrying the workers.

At least 3 400 mineworkers
have been killed in underground
accidents m South Afnca dunng

The otherinjuced ya 15 19 stay, ,, Itple, Repd JQIEIES ¥2s. bemg, fhepast five years. — Sapa.
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Electrician tampered with

safety dey

i
AN INQUIRY mto one of SA’s worst
mine disasters heard yesterday that
104 men were killed because an elec-
tmeian tampered with safety features
on an underground tram to speed 1t u

Judge Ramon Leon 18 chairing the
jomnt mquiry and mquest into the ac-
cident at Vaal Reefs last year, where a
runaway underground train plunged
down a shaft on to a mine Dt Both
crashed about 450m to the bottom of
the 2 300m-deep shaft, kilhng all 104
workers in the lift cage

Lawyer Cecil Stemhauer, acting for
shaft engineering suUpervisor Henry
Peens and electrical foreman Lows le
Roux, told Leon there was clear evi-
dence that electrician Ndwandwe
Khoza was at fault

“There 1s ample evidence from sev-
eral witnesses, including Khoza him-
self, to show that bridgmg out safety
foatures on a locomotive was not per-
mitted under any circumstances

«With his own hands, he rebridged
ihe controller on May 3 1995 and left 1t
m that bridged-out condition for a
week afterwards — 1 an unsafe con-
dition,” Stemhauer said

The effect of the bridging out was
that once the train was out of control,
safety mechanisms would not cut off
the current to the motor

Arguing that there was no
gence on Le Roux’s part, he saad

negh-
(44 A

H-_

) inque é}zge ars

reasonable foreinan wotild not have
foreseen an experienced electrician
ke Khoza would deliberately have
fiouted all the mne standards by
bridging out all safety components

“Peens, as Le Roux’s semor, 18 fur-
ther removed from responsibiity for
the conduct of Khoza than Le Roux —
and the foreman must rely on the hon-
esty and integrity of us arfisans 7

Alec Freund and Selwyn OSient,
lawyers for train driver Tsepang Jack
Mpota, said he madvertently set the
train m motion towards the shatt

“It was a quirk of fate that lns con-
duct was the last m a chain of events
which must have mvolved neghgence
by others thatled to the tragedy ”

Mpota was not to know the train’s
key safety components had been
bridged, or that 1t had been left In a
dangerous condition, they said

Benee GrawitzKy reports that the
NUM saad yesterday Vaal Reefs and
previous mine managers employed pri-
or to the acaident at No 2 shaft should
face culpable homicide charges The
umon’s legal counsel, Karel Tip, said
the company should face charges on
the basis of neghgence for omitting to
ensure safety through the reasonable
measure of proper safety devices

The proceedings continue today
with Vaal Reefs presenting its closing
arguments — Reuter
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Tutuis looking

for volunteers
Bb /5 [a ]9

Wyndham Haptle
th com-

CAPE TO The
mission would have representa-
tives 1n every townm across the
country, chairman Desmond Tutu
said yesterday.

It had become increasingly
clear it was unreasonable to ex-
pect people to contact one of the
regional offices when they hived

"far away from them.

~ “We want volunteers, or if nec-
essary paid people, in each town so
‘that the httle people who got the
thin end of the wedge can get to
tell their story,” Tutu sard

Comm:ssmon  vice-chairman
‘Alex Boraine said 1t had been de-
cided to invite all organmisations in
the country which mmght have
played a role 1n the conflict of the
Euﬂt to make submissions to the

th commassion. They could ap-
~ply to give evidence to a sittang of
the full commission.
. Boraine said the decision was
aimed at “helping us to fulfil the
mandate laid down m the law gov-
ermng our operations, which 1s to
establish as full a picture as pos-
sible of the nature, causes and ex-

t of human rights violations be- {

een 1960and 1893, - ‘
w He said wntten submssions
#could be sent to the commission at
-+P0 Box 3162, Cape Town, 8001.
= Asked about the meetings be-
stween the commussion and leaders
&0f pohitacal parties, Tutu said they

‘myere 1n the process of settingup a

3
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I attormey have been

e T R RN - Ll

3

SANDF purchases

‘need investigation’ '
) T

Linda Ensor wh

o spect of relevant records and books of
CAPE TOWN — Irregulanties in the account of identified firms can be .
procurement of spares by the SANDF  exercised.”
appeared more widespread than ong- The brief given to the state attorney
nally suspected and further investiga- and audit firm specified if i - -

tions mught be necessary, state n-
dhiture director-general Hannes Smut
said yesterday.

Addressing the parhamentary 1ﬁm.l:'-
lic accounts commattee on the follow-
ups to the 1994 auditor-general’s re-
port, Smmt said it appeared that more
firms of supphers might have been in-
volved in the e ties

Auditor-general Henri Kluever ex-

ressed concern about the long delay

y the justice department 1n ac-
tion against the culprits and the com-
mittee agreed to request a report-back
from the department

In a letter to Smit 1n October last
year, SANDF chief Gen Georg M
said a private audit firm had condetilc"tgg

ties were found, criminal and cival ac- -
tion be brought against firms, indind- |
uals and defence force members. -
Reuter reports that Kluever also }
sald mine inspections by the mineral ;
and energy affairs department were .
not scientific and inspectors did not ]
pay attention to some major causes of
accadents on SA mines, ]
A tparl‘urmame audit of the depart-
ment's mming safety and mspection -
procedures showed there was no over-
all strategic plan to achieve objectives !
or ensure standards were met. ,
“Aspects which had been 1dentified
as some of the biggest reasons for mine ,
accidents — for example poor traming ¢
of mine workers — did not receive the 1

an independent investigation into al- attention of regional mining engineers §
leged irregulanties, extended “to m- duringinspections,”thereportgaid. |
clude a number of additional firms/ Corrective steps which might have
supphers who may also be mvolved. resuited from ins ons had limited
“The auditor-general and state- impsct, because ey were applied to

] requested to deter- areas visited by engineers who “could

mine if other government departments only make a limited contribution to-

have done business with the identsfied wards eral upgrading of stan- &

firms,” Meiring saad dards”. The report said some corrective -
The volume of transactions exam- steps had already been put into place,

ined was making the nvestigation- including efforts to 1improve training of

—

“meeting with IFP leader Mango- | time consuming “However, the mmves- mining engimeers through ‘practical
wsuthu Buthelea, tigation has proceeded to the point programmes. I P .
By
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Vaal Reefs locomotive driver ‘cannot be gulty’

STAFF REPORTER

The driver of the locomotive that
plunged down Vaal Reefs Shaft 2
kalling 104 people last year could not
be guilty of culpable homiade, hus
counsel argued yesterday

Presenting final ents dur-
mg the mquest into the May 10 dis-
aster, Alec Freund said no person in
Tsepang Mpota's posthion could
have foreseen that his achons would
have resulted in the deaths

Freund admutted that Mpota had
probably “not made a thorough,
dihigent check” of all safety precau-
tions But the locomotive had the ca-
pacty to run away on the rught be-
cause of the bnidging of certamn
features of the safety arcuit and not
because of of Mpota’'s actions

G Ackerman, representing key
underground munng officials, said
there were no grounds to make a
prima facie case agaimst hus chents as

put torward by counsel for the St

(212

and Natonal Urnuon of Mineworkers

(NUM)
B The Star on Tuesday stated coun-

sel for the NUM had called for
“management” to be prosecuted for
covering up information vital to an

investigation mto the acadent
Counsel for the Anglo Amerrcan

Corporation objected, saymng “senior
officials” had hidden the mforma-

ttion from management The Star
apologises for creating any miscon-

" Rton |52 ]ab

Police arrest second suspect over massacre of job-seekers

A second man from Tokoza has
been arrested m connechion with
the massacre mn Alrode last month
in which eight people were killed
and 23 wounded, police said yester-

day

““The investigation team dealing
with the Alrode massacre has arrest-
ed a 25-year-old man m connection
with the massacre,” Supt Wikus

Weber said

The man would appear in the Al-
berton Magsstrate’s Court today, but
no further details were available,

Weber added
He did not know if the man was

an employee of the NF Die Cashing
factory Investigations would con-
tinue

Another suspect, Moses Nkosi,

who was employed at the factory,
was denied bail when he appeared
tn court on Thursday over the mur-
ders He was not asked to plead be-
fore bemg remanded n custody to
March 13

Police had still not established
a motive for the slaughter of job-
seekers outside the factory on Janu-
ary 29, Weber said. - Reuters.
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Counsel gives
last arguments

%rn 1‘13]116 probe
LB,

THE circumstances of an
accaident in whach 104
mimmeworkers died at
Vaal Reefs’ No 2 shaft
were crucial in deter-
mining whether anyone
was to blame and wheth-
er the accident could
have been foreseen.

This was sa1d in argu-
ment presented by Vaal
Reefs’ legal counsel’
Chris Loxton, mstructed
by Brink Cohen Le Roux
& Roodt during the clos-
1ng atages of the joint in-
quest-in into the
Vaal gold mine dis-
agterin May 1994.

A lmmut:we fell
down the shaft on to a lift
cage on May 10, killing
104 miners.

Loxton said that no
causal link between the
accident and any prior
conduct by anyone could
be established unless the
mechanisms causing the
accident could be deter-
mined rehably.

The issue of negh-
gence would not be rele-
vant unless such a
causal link were to be
establlshed

“An inquiry into cau-
sation 15 logically an-
tecedent to an examins-
tion of foreseeabihty,”
Loxton said.

“If cauge cannot be es-
tablished, then the ques-
tion of forseeablhty does

not arise.”

This argument was il-
lustrated by Loxton, who
described a scenario in
which a motor ear cellid-
ed with another because
its brakes failed. It was
adequate, he said, “to
BhﬂW that motor cars are
generally dangerous and
unlﬁgg they lara con-
tro properly, may n-
jure other road users”.

Loxton said what had
to be shown was that the
driver should have fore-
seen the brakes might
have failed, “leading to a
colhision. It would also
not advance the case to
argue that brakes some-
times fail and that ac-
cordingly the driver
should not have dnven
the car unless there was
no risk that the brakes
maght fail.”

He said the decision
a}l:uut whether to lay
charges aga.mat a corpo-
ration and its employees
lay with the attorney-
general,
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‘Act of sabotage’ blamed for

which he systematically stnée%i

By Apam COOKE

An “act of sabotage” by an electri-
cian before the Vaal Reefs disaster
that killed 104 men last year
should be seen as the single most
important factor to emerge from
months of investigaton, accord-
ing to Anglo American Corpora-
tion’s lawyer

During the penultimate ses-
sion of the inquury, counsel for
Anglo, Chris Loxton, SC, suggest-
ed that electrician Frank Khoza
had deliberately arcumvented
safety precautions on the locomo-
tive. The underground locomo-
tive plunged down No 2 Shaft on
May 10 last year, landed on a cage
and killed the 104 occupants

“It was an act of sabotage mn

" 2
H;.

away safety devices,” said Lox-
ton, stressing that Khoza was di-
rectly responsible for the danger-
ous state of the locomotive
immediately before the acadent

He said Khoza's “reckless act”
could not have been foreseen by
the mine’s managers, who could
therefore not be held cuipable,

Loxton, m presenting what Mr
Justice Ramon Leon called hs
“tome” of sublr&;issmns, based lus
argument on the legal grounds
tl'liinﬁ.rhﬂe the mine was Iig;ruuﬁng,
it was the responsibility of the
managers to ensure safety

Loxton systematically showed
how senior offictals at the mme
gave close attention to their duties
and never fatled to act with the re-

nzzﬁ%sﬁs 3 Jab

d diligence

He said those in managenal
positions on the mine were enti-
tled to expect that the mine’s em-
ployees would act reasonably and
lawfully, rather than wice-versa
They were entitled to expect that
the mine’s standards and safety’

rules would be obeyed .

. b ]

..

He said the safety devices in '

place at the time conformed tothie
industry’s standards o

Loxton then went on to mmpli-
cate the driver of tHe locormbtive,
Tsepang Mpota, wheii he sad
there was at least prima facie evi-
dence to show Mpota’s conduct
was the “proximate cause of the
deaths” |

Today 15 expected t0 be the last
day of summingup

4
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I THE jommt mque st-inquiry 1nto
f“the Vaal Reefs mine disaster m
| which 104 mineworkers Were
i killed on May 10 1ast year when
| a locomotive fall down No 2
| shaft, ends today
i The joint inquest-mquiry
! was _set up to determine
| whether anyone was responsi-
L ble and whether anyone should
be prosecuted (2 |2 '

{* A geparate cOmimissl nofin-
| quary, agreed to and appointed
by President Nelson Mandela
- and chaired by Judge Ramon
“Leon, will begin hearing evi-
_denceonMay 2.

- This separate commission
" will 1nvestigate and report on
f'the “steps which can be taken




Six mine deaths coincide
with tabling of safety Bill

Renee Grawitzky
b

THE National Umion of Mineworkers
has reacted strongly to the deaths of
six mme workers killed in two acci-
dents at Angle American’s Vaal Reefs
No 2 shaft and Western Deep Levels’
East Mine yesterday morning

The union’s health and safety co-
ordinator Fleur Plimmer said last
mght there had been more than 30
mine deaths since the start of the year.,

Lake the seven workers killed at
Randfontein Estates this month, the
three kalled at Western Deep were con-
tract workers. NUM said there was a
trend of contract workers bemg -
volved in accidents because manage-
ment did not ensure they were trained.

The deaths coincide with the tabhing
in Parliament yesterday of the draft
Mine Health and Safety Bill drawn up
by the tripartite mming regulations
advisory commuttee, established 1n the
wake of the Leon commission recom-

[ Tirngations into mine health and safe-

[ —

N 20]9.[16 Czi2)
ty, approved by the Cabinet last year

Anglo spokesman James Duncan
said the accadent at Western Deep Lev-
els was the result of a rockburst after a
seismic event measuring 2.5 on the
Richter scale. The one at Vaal Reefs
was the result of a rockfall following a
tremor measuring 2 6, he saad.

Plimmer said attributing the ace-
dents to seismic events “makes 1t seem
like an act of God, whach obscures the
fact that both accidents could have
been prevented”.

Acting government minmg eng-
neer Dick Bakker saxd some of the rec-
ommendations of the Leon commis-
sion, including the drafting of new leg-
1slation and the establishment of a
number of tripartite commuttees, had
been implemented The remaining rec-
ummencll)atmns could be implemented
only when funding was approved

Mineral and energy affarrs ministry
spokesman Roland Darroll said Cabi-

net aé:apruval of funding was “under’

consideration”

[ .
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mineworkers were killed
and another was myured by a rock-
burst at Anglo American Corpora-
non’s Western Deep Level Mine
near Carletonviile yesterday
In a statement Anglo Amercan
Corporation’s Gold and Uramum
Dwviston saud the corporation
regretted the deaths
" The injured man Was reported to
be 1n a stable condition 1 hospital
while the names of the dead have
been withheld by the corporation
until thesr next of lan were notsfied
National Union of Mineworkers
(NUM) spokesperson Ms Judith
Weymont said the umon was €on-
cerned about the increasin g numoer
of accidents mmvolving contract
] workers on the mines
«Most of the recent Tune accl-
dents have pvolved contract
workers who are not trained 1N
health and safety,” sa1d Weymont
- NUM was not against the use of
contract workers «f negotiated and
,f management explamed why they
needed to employ such workers -
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Six'more miners die in -

two:more accidents

By Ti!im LAMBERT 2 '2") |
202 gl
miners were killed 1 two separate ac-

mdents yesterday, bringing to 22 the num-
ber of mine dcardent fatahtles this year ‘f-’
Three »muners were killed m a rock-
bm;sf at Western' Deep Levels’ East Mi&
néar' CarlétSnville' oir-the: far Weist REHd’
early yesterday, Angld' American Corpd-*’
ration spokesman James Duncan said

another muner, was caused by an earth *
tremor neasuring 2,5 on the Richter scale
and occurred 2 900m below surface

Less than four hours later, three miners
were lalled in a rockfall at Vaal Reefs’ No 2
shaft near Orkney Three other mmework-
ers who were mjured during the 8am rock-
fall'are m a stable condition in hospital.

Duncan said the rockfall, about 2 750m
below surface, followed a tremor measur-
ing 2,6 on the Ruchter scale,

ll'll'-'-"l"l'-l' Al P ann

> New mine Safety bid

The rockburst, which seriously m]uéqcf": |
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education pact

% LIEB

Johannesburg -— The gold and coal
mirung compantes in the Gold
Fields Group signed an adult basic
education and trammng agreement
with the NUM yesterday

The education programmes pro-
vide adults with the opporturuty of
gainung qualifications equivalent to
the formal schooling system

A basis for further learning 13
provided, enabling employees to
develop skills and knowledge for
future education and training

Joseph Nkosy, the national chair-
man of education and traiung for
the NUM, praised the agreement,
saying this was “a positive, histon-
cal first step since 1t 1s the first agree-
ment between the NUM and {Gold
Fields South Afnca) at the muning
house level”

However, the union felt that
“the actual achievement will take
place at the mine level where imple-
mentation will (occur)”

Vuyaru Spambo, NUM's region-
al educator in Gauteng, said thus

was a good public relations exercise
for Gold Fields

Mine Bill to usher i

By Ross HERBERT

Johannesburg — The new Mine
Health and Safety Bill, which was
presented yesterday to the parlia-
mentary committee on mineral and
energy affairs, will — according to
unions and industry — usher 1n a
new safer, more co-operative era in
South African mining

Johan Greeff, the general man-
Mﬂmu of techrucal support at the

amber of Mines, said the cham-
ber had disagreements with a few
aspects of the Bill, but was satisfied
with 1ts overall content

By greatly expanding worker
partiaipation in the regulation and
enforcement of health and safety
standards, the Bill will also expand
the amount of management-union
contact, taxing the diplomacy, good-
will and time of both sides

“The affect will be potentially
huge because one can get employee
ownership of safety issues,” sad
Karl van Gessel, a consulang min-
iIng engineer responsible for health
and safety at Anglo American’s
gold and uranium division

Union representatives will sit
alongstde industry and government

=T BR EM.MD [2]9
on a natonal mimdng health and
safety council which will advise the
minister, and mineral affairs and the
government mining engineer,

The councll will have perma-
nent committees, with worker rep-
resentation dedicated to regulation,
research, occupational health and
murung qualifications.

Every mine with more than 20
employees will be required to have
an elected health and safety repre-
sentative at each workplace on each
stuft. One of the guidelines requires
at least one paid full-time health
and safety representative for mines
with more than 200 workers.

Of greatest potential significance
to daily mining practice will be
gwdelines that Dick Bakker, the
government minng engineer is
now drafting with the mining regu-
lation advisory committee. Under
the Bill, mines must create their
own codes of practice, conforming
to the gwidelines.

The guidelines are quite specific,
stating, for example, that mines
should use more expensive dynam-
1c supports capable of absorbing
sersmic shocks,

Other guidelines, now in draft

Nnew era

2|2 ﬁ
form,“suggest placement of sup- m
ports about 1,5 metres apart. o

The measurement of airborne
dust, the major occupational disease % i
threat underground, would change
said Bakker Instead of computing
an average exposure for a whole
mine, Bakker will require testing in .
specific work areas

The extent to which mines have
latitude for bending the gudelines
to meet local conditions is unclear. .
But employees sithng on acadent s
Investigations and safety councils
will probably look to the govern-
ment guidelines as a yardstick

In an effort to promote problem-
solving and eliminate the incentive .
to hude facts on acaidents, the law
will allow the cluef inspector to
compel anyone associated with an
acadent to testify Those testfying | °
will be shielded from*prosecution [ ,
based on therr teshimony

Every mine with more than 50 .-
employees will be required to dis-
tribute to all shareholders an annual &

report on safety and one on health

And management must lhnk
records of employee occupational 4
health with therr actual work
assignments.
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New safety

]

law for mégb

By Ross HERBERT

T CBe)zo2[ab

safety legislation with potentally
far-reaching effects for South
Africa’s minmg mdustry was pre-
sented to parliament yesterday by
Dick Bakker, the acting government
nMINmg engineer,

“The new Act will have a strong
psychologrcal effect on all the par-
ties and 1t will bring South Africa n
line with the most modemn muining
legislation m the world,” said Pik
Botha, the mumster of mineral and
energy affairs

Bakker’s second in command,
Ken Gudmangz, the acting chuef
director of mme safety and health,
{ said that the Bill represents a total
culture change m the entire mining
mdustry

The Bill resulted from the 1994
Leon commission of mquiry nto
muinmg health and safety, which
criicised the mdustry and the gov-
ernment for shortcommgs m mun-
ing practice, mspection and enforce-
ment of health and safety rules

The Bull wll result m full-time
health and safety representatives on
all mmes which employ_'over 200
people

It also will require worker-elect-
ed safety representatives

L1 See Page 16
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~Funds approved

e |

bt 2 |afak

-asxdRenee Grawitzky
yrdHE Cabinet has approved the alloca-
2825 0n of R29,8m to be mncluded in the

resywimeral and energy affairs depart-
Sement’s 1996/97 budget for the mple-
mentation of the Leon commission’s
&4 Qgtine health and safety recommen
s etions, which were released in March
sjust year.
bilin B ‘I'he implementation of some of the
e o e oure of the public ser
v ure e C ser-
(5¥igrice commission to appmve the pro-
posed new structure for the mming in-
»iffSgpectorate and a new s structure
wot-for the inspectorate, department
-~N8%gurces said yeat&rda;r
2ok (The commission

recommenda-
tions from the 1

of new

—  legislation —tabled in Parliament this

week — to the restructuring of the in-
spectorate and the adjustment of the

gt yamuneration of mxmnmnﬁurs
The commssion noted that the in-

¥ Bpectorate was understaffed and that

229! pne of the reasons for this was the 1n-

ﬂmdﬁ? of remuneration packages.
epartment’s acting depu d1-
-018fector-general, Nick Bredell, said the

s Pabnet’s approval had been put into

y#%ffect by the state expenditure depart-
ment. He said the money was a

1etehbut the department was awmtmg a
ffhtpomhve response from the public ser-
me commussion to implement the re-

ba‘Bﬂl:rucl:urmgt:::f'the1113[)91:1:01'&1:&:aa:uit'.he
salary structure,

mmw mining inspector selary
Sources indicated the commission

for Leon proposals

did not want to approve the implemen-
tation of these two measures as it was
felt such 1ssues should be referred for
negotiation to the Public Sector Bar-

gaimng Council.

The department beheved this case
fell nut.slde the yurisdiction of the bar-
gaming council, as the approval and
introduction of\the recommendations
did not emanatefrom union demands.

Instead, sources said, the imple-
mentation of the commission’s recom-
mendations were the resuit of a com-
misgion of i mam:ry established by the
president, and were subsequently en-
dorsed for implementation by the Cab-
inet last year.

Commission chairman Ra-
mon Leon said y he welcomed
this move “f ney allocated is
sufficient forwhatwaa rmnmmended”

NUM heasalth and safety co-ordina-

tor Fleur Plimmer said money made | ;

avaﬂable should be used to ensure the

inspectorate operated more ef- |

ﬁyandwaabetterreeoumed.
Til:.} would entail salary adjust-
ments for mspectora to attract
le, which in turn would ul-
oiy dress the lack of enforce-
legslation.
Hnwever she said, this formed only

. one area for Implementat:lon. Electron-

ic recording of Inquiries, the improved

veshgatmnofamdentsandtheneed
to start hiring with health and
environmental ds to ensure
an increased focus on health and re-

latedissueswascrucial. - | &

;“B oycott called off after

ﬂ““

THE housing department and the SA
National Cmc Organisation said yes-
terday they had resolved outsl:am;ng
issues on delivery, and Sanco

i 'ﬁad called off its boycott on bond

ents.
uamg director-general William
hett and Sanco assistant
tary Linda Mngomezulu said af-
in I"'r-.e*!'«t:mi a that they would
in future ocus O cxtending credit to
low-income households and creafing a
ormahised environment for lending,
“The department will approach the
" Assonation of Mortgage Lenders to in-
volve Sanco 1n lden areas In

wwhich the record of understanding

could be improved,” it said.
., Sanco would co-operate with the

__, -; age Indemmty dcﬂld Serv-
i in fo avoid gnhecessary evictions.
ST adﬂ:t:mn, Sanco would help for-

the ﬁepartment’s
"BEH’-‘ i B

tkinﬁ;tnanLPmbl
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structures and mechafnisms for dealing
with them would also be discusged.
Gohbettsaldhe it had tak-
en 80 long to a sound ang co-
operative re]atmnﬂhlp with Sanco,
He would organise a meeting be-
tween Sanco and Housing Minister
Sankie Mthembi-Nkondo. -
1 Free State local ent and
housing MEC Quma Motsumi said yes-
terdaypa ents for basic services had
d 5% to 90% in the province.
is “miracle® had produced a 100%
payment in Paul Roux, she told & may-

ors’ conference in Bloemfontein to pro-
motethaMasakll;mna Camfgr mmteeg
at getﬂngpeop to pay e wa
el
. Mare than 50 Eree State i
signed a 2 pg'%rh’thé: %
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New mming

bill hailed

(212) e

Miners now have the right to

refuse to work in dangerous conditions

By TroYE Lunp

outh Africa’s 500 000

mineworkers have

hailed the new Mine
and Safety Draft Bill as a
“victory for labour”

Mﬁu£g houses agree,
saymg the new proposed
legaslation heraldl.;opaa co-
operative and safer era for
the mdustry

A foreman at the Dur-
ban Deep mumne 1n Roode-
poort saild the “biggest
win and largest step from
the destruction of apart-
heid” was the draft bill’s
provision for miners to re-
fuse dangerous work”

“50 many times, mun-
ers have known a certamn
job 1s dangerous, but have
had no choice but to obey
mstructions We all took
chances to keep bread on
the table,” said the fore-

named

To dlustrate he refer-
red to what 1s considered
to be South Africa’s worst
muning disaster, In 1960 a
total of 437 miners were
squashed under about
160m of rock when an
earth tremor collapsed an
mcline shaft at Sasolburg’s
Coalbrook mine.

At an mquury after the
incident, 1t emerged there
had been a tremor before
the fatal one and that nun-
ers had tried to get out but
“were drniven back” to
continue work, The next
tremor killed them alil.

Mmming houses fully
support the need for
workers to have the nght
to refuse dangerous work
but fear parts of the bill in-
terfere “excessively with
mning operation”

/q:ﬁn{ﬁhc?' as%ec' n?c-:'tltuqb? But the National Union

of Mineworkers 15 ada-
mant that mming houses
cannot “be trusted to self-
ate”
reg:}%f they think some
things are too prescriptive
then they have brought i
on themselves and de-
serve 1it,” sad NUM
health and safety co-ord-
nator Fleur Plimmer.
B An mquury into one of
SA’s worst mune disas-
ters, in which 104 men
died at Vaal Reefs gold
mune, was provisionaily
expected to present its
findings on Aprl 18,
Leon Commussion secre-
tary Derek Baker said.
An underground train
plunged down a shaft on
top of a ft and both crash-
ed about 450m to the bot-

tom of the shaft, klling all
104 in the cage. - Reuters.

The Boksburg-Benor: Hos-
pital on the East Rand 1s
calm and back to normal
after a hostage drama that
threatened to close all but
the intensive care urat and
maternity ward of the hos-

pital
workers took
hospital _supenintenden

“Mar 22

tage ay

workers refused to
release them unt their de-
mands for higher wages
were met.

The protest started at
about noon and the staff
were released late yester-
dac}:‘:} afternoon.

Mbeki on poll trail

Mbela will target minor-
ties and rural communities
when he hits the cam-
paign trail m KwaZulu
Natal this weekend.

The ANC seeks a turn-
around ;n Indian, whte
and coloured areas where
it fared badly m the 1994
elechon. The mam thrust
will be in the Maphumulo
distrct. - Poliical Reporter.
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By Ross HERBERT

Johannesburg — Dick Bakker, the
government’s chief safety officer,
said yesterday the recent string of
minng fatalities were “totally pre-
ventable” and called a spectal mun-
g industry meeting to present
“trgent proposals” today

Bakker referred to recent accl-
dents which mcluded one death at
Kloof on Tuesday and another at
Randfontein Five muners were
kiled on Monday — three at Vaal
Reefs and two at Western Deep
Levels Other fataliies include
seven deaths on February 3 at
Randfontemn, five on January 30 at
Blyvoorwtzicht and five on
February 13 at Vaal Reefs

Statistics are not yet avalable
for February, but 41 mmers were
killed 1n January and a source m

Bakker's  department  said
February numbers were looking
sigruficantly worse

#These accdents show that
there 1s a total lack of effective con-
trol and lack of standards I am not
sayng mune managers are not sin-
cere 1n therr desire to prevent aca-
dents, but 1t 15 not translatng nto

(i)

effectve achon That conc
oreatly,” Bakker said yesterday

Johan Greef, the general manag-
er of technical support at the Cham-
ber of Mines, said “Certainly there
have been lots of falls of ground
lately As to the nature of a pattern, I
cannot comment.”

Fleur Pimmer, the head of safe-
ty at the National Unuon of Mine-
workers, said “I's so irresponstble
They keep saying it's seismmc events
but all the recent accdents point to
lack of traiung ”

Bakker also said regular fatures
to use proper underground sup-
ports called mto question the viabil-
ity of new ultra-deep muning pro-
Jects

“How can you go to these great
depths and not deal with this prob-
lem,” he said

Bakker said he wanted to set up
an audit team with the government,
mdustry and uruons to identify
hugh-nisk mines and conduct umme-
diate safety audits

He complamed that munng
research was far ahead of actual
praciice Bakker said he wanted to
implement the findings of the latest
munung safety research as soon as

me

Mining engineer

industry

slams

over d%},}}g ?)

possible and wante research pro-
jects to be more focused on provid-
ing immediate safety benefits.

He also wanted to establish an
independent system for testing
the safety and actual load-bearing
capacity of products for support-
ing overhead rock In under-
ground mines Falls of rock dur-
Ing seismic events accounted for
only about 10 percent of undes-
ground fatahites, said one safety
expert on Bakker’s staff He said
that inadequate supports or the
madequate use of supports
accounted for the majonity of
deaths underground

“A testing system would pre-
vent every Tom, Dick and Harry
from bringmg stuff underground
without 1t bemg tested,” sad
Bakker,

He sad a requirement for
independent testing would proba-
bly require a change 1n the draft
mine health and safety bill now
before parliament In terms of the
bill, manufacturers of mining
equipment are responsible for its
failure, but there 15 no require-
ment that supporis be indepen-
dently tested




‘Lack of concern’ onJ

Renee Grawitzky

A LACK of concern for the safety
of mine workers on the part of su-
pervisors and the lack of manage-
ment systems 1n place to ensure
their safety had been major fac-
tors contrbuting to a recent spate
of mine accidents, acting govern-
ment mming engineer Dick
Bakker said yesterday.

Speaking after an emergency
meeting of the mine safety com-
mittee to discuss the accidents,
Balker said a crisis was develop-
g 1n the mdusiry During the
first s1x weeks of the year more
than 40 mine workers had died m
mine accidents.

The meeting had concentrated
largely on investigating ways to
prevent deaths resulting from

rockbursts and rockfalls.

Bakker said that m recent
weeks four accidents involving the
deaths of 20 mine workers had oc-
curred as a result of “fall of
ground” and rockbursts

Two of these accidents, which
did not nvolve seismic events,
could have been prevented In
both instances there had been
“mmimal or no management 1n-
volvement {o ensure safety meas-
ures were being 1mplemented”

“If the current cycle continues,
we will have twice as many casu-
alties this year compared wath last
year,” Bakker said

Regarding other accidents, he
sald “You cannot prevent seismic
events but mines can make exca-
vations as safe as possible ” The
mcidence of sersmic events -

2212

L Ez {212.
creased a mine-was “sifuated

near geological disturbances

Rockfalls and shake-outs could
be prevented by the use of proper
support mechamsms Rockbursts
which hit excavation areas were
problematic, Bakker said

He said those mines with hagh
accident figures had to be 1dentr-
fied Thereafter a group compris-
g experts on rockfalls and rock-
bursts should be set up to assist
mines and conduct safety audits

This group would have to n-
vestigate management safety sys-
tems, supervision, traxming and
the apphcation of legal require-
ments and mine »tandards

On mining research, Bakker
smud “What 158 available is not be-

mg used and what 1s known 1s not
bemngimplemented ”
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Chemical explosion kills man

JOHANNESBURG: An nspector was killed
and two artisans were 1njured yesterday 1n
an apparent vapour explosion at Impala
Platinum Ltd’s refinery at Springs, the
company said.

One of the two 1njured was in a critical
condibion and was aulifted to the private
Milpark hospital here to be treated at the
chimc’s burns unut, Ippalasad

2 q.ll‘r-l-l-
e
..d

The company said the accident hap-

pened durnng a routine inspection of sul-
phur dioxide vessel at the base metals

refinery by the three men, two of whom
were 1nside the vessel when the explosion
occurred The inspector died after being
unable to climb out of the vessel, . |

The names of the three hgi{e ﬁbjc yet |
been released —- Repter I
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Gold Fiel%?
i ]
Renee Grawitzky 9 ’ al 4 L

A MINE disaster was avoided tins
week when 104 mine workers at Gold
Ficlds’ East Driefontein gold mine
evacuated successfully to refuge bays
undergro
2 200m below the surface.

Gold Fields said yesterday that pro-
to teams worked throughout the might
to bring the affected workers to further

safety and then to the surface.

und after a fire hroke out

INErs escape undei'ground fire

Sources claimed that if the mine
workers had not been trained proporly
thﬂymu:ldha‘?&rﬂ]]inﬂn —enlti].

NUM
P
use was made of the refugebays”.
Gold Fields said the cause of the fire
was still unknown and the effect on
production at No 1 subvertical -shaft
could not yet be assessed.
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Job creation a part
of IFP’s manifesto

Farouk Chothia

DURBAN — The IFP election mam-
festo for KwaZulu-Natal advocates the
formation of a business commission to

spearhead job creation at local level,
and proposes that state land be hived
off to the private sector.

The mamfesto proposes forming
crime commissions to combat eriminal
activity, and the extension of the SAPS
reservist aystem “to allow for local au-
thonty volunteer reserve systems”,

The mamfesto also commaits the [FP

*t to 2 referendum on whether the death

penalty should be reintroduced.

The eight-page mamfesto, sent to
IFP branches, has not been nﬁma]ly
unveled to the pubhic, The IFP is ex-
Rdated to launnh 1its campaign for the

29 election 1n the next few weeks,

The manifesto states local author-
ities would take the imitiative to create
opportumties for disadvantaged com-
munties with business plans axmed at
boosting local economic activity, and
by reducing “unnecesary red tape
which inhibits businesas activity”.

The business commission would en-
courage the “structured” development
of tourism to create employment with-
out “adversely impacting on” the envi-
ronment; secure sites for small busi-
nesses at low or deferred charges; im-
Flement preferential rating systems
or vocational and educational mstitu-
tions; and 1dentify areas where dere-

gulation wn!nla Lt@see clency

The manifesto refers to a single
business commssion, but the IFP1s be-
lieved to envisage a commssion for
each of eight regional counals. In the
case of the crime commissions, the
mamfesto states they would be estab-
lished 1n every local authonty to “mon-
itor and report on ermminal activityin a
co-ordinated and comprehensive man-
ner, and to produce eﬁ‘ectwe pro-
grammes to combat crime”.

Other proposals on crime are
tougher sentences; stricter bail conda-
tions, police salaries to be commensu-
rate with res ponsibtlity and value of
the rnfesﬂmn, and removal of officers
frnm desk work to do “active” pohicing

The mamfesto says that local gov-
ernment has a role to play in resolving
hstorical dispanties in land distribu-
tion and in maximising the use of avail-
able land. Local authonties shouid be
bound “to provide formal justification
for any land vacant. If a satisfactory

explanation 18 not provided, the land
should be offered to the private sector”.

“Massive potential can be unlocked
by harnessing currently redundant or
unproductive land held h the state or
its agents,” the mamfestu says.

However, IFP-controlled local au-
thorities would “resist attempts by
central government to nationalise com-
munally-owned land” as the IFP be-
heved “development of this land must
be vested 1n comunities themselves”

Traditional leaders’ cour:‘h J%aw rejecte

Mining ‘not

ANC members agreed on
one thing yesterday —
women should not be al-
lowed to work at the
“coal face” 1n SA mines
However, they faced
opposition from thewr
own colleagues 1 the
mineral and energy af-
fairs commattee dunng a
briefing on the new Mine
Health and Safety Bill
Government mning
engineer Dick Bakker,
briefing the commttee,
said that women were no
longer prohibited in the
new legislabion from

working underground.

He explained that in the
past 1t was specifically
outlawed for women to
go below the surface un-
less 1t was 1 an admin-
1strative capacity or for
regearch purposes.

The ANC’s Ismanl Mo-
hamed remarked that
women were clearly ge-
netically different from
men and should not be
allowed to work under-
ground. Ehzabeth Tha-
bethe (ANC), the only

woman MP present, said
to prevent women from
working 1n mines would
be a breach of the consti-
tutional freedoms which
they now enjoyed.

TimCohen someé provinces by reason for his p 8 opposition.
\ among traditional leaders. Le The provision would, for example,

CAPE TOWN — Legislation was latlon requires that all reg nnal exclude Inkatha leader M

tabled in Parhament yesterday to bodies have to be astabhshed be- suthu Buthelez: from the coune;

circuamvent difficulties 1n the cre-

The legislation was rejected by drawn ﬁ'um the regional hauses
s the IFP, mainly because 1t would The
mh:hlt council members from si- Leaders Bill circumvents this

i multnneousl holding seats m re- Eru
““mgiunalandnatmnal arhaments

The creation of the council 1s
rovided for in the constitution,
ut 1ts establishment has been de-

layed because the formation of re-
gional councils has been stalled in

fore a national body can be
formed. Council members are
elected by an'electpral college

blem be providing
ouse nommnate three members to
sit on the national body
IFP MP Walter Fel
the prohihition on cuunml meme-
bers serving as MPs or members of
any provincial legislature was one

that each

te smad

Felgate said discussions aimed
at formulating rules for the work-
ing of the council had started last

ear The rules had been endorsed
Council of Traditional ﬂy the parhamentary constitu-
tional affairs commattes. ~

But the legislation contradict-
ed several agreementa, ancluding
an agreement that members of the
councd did not have to belong to
regional houses The legigl
1ncluded other clauses not: previ-
ously agreed, Felgate sad..
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Govtplan to break

mining stalemate

(212) pp5 [3]9¢

Wyndham Hartley

CAPE TOWN — Parliament’s mineral
and energy affairs commttee will at-

tempt next week to break a deadlock
between mine owners and unions on a

| proposal that mine managements be

required to prove they were not respon-
siblein the event of an accident

The National Union of Mineworkers
(NUM), the Chamber of Mines and the
mineral and energy affairs depart-
ment, sitting 1m the maning regulations
advisory committee, have been unable
toresolve the deadlock over labour’s 1n-
sistence that the onus be on mines to
prove they have not been negligent

Government mining engineer Dick
Bakker told the committee yesterday
that the Mine Health and Safety Bill,
based on the recommendations of the
Leon commission on mine safety, cre-
ated tough new measures making
mine owners responsible for safety and
health in and around mines.

In addition to msisting that owners,
through theirr managers, make all nec-
essary safety and health facihties
avatlable, there 1s a “vicarious respon-
sibility” clause which makes the man-
ager.and the owner responsible if mine

workers do not comply with the pro-
visions of the legislation.

Owners through their managers
will, if the legislation 1s approved in 1ts
current form, be required to ensure
conditions for safe operation and a
healthy working environment Even
mines that are not being worked wnll
have to take reasonable steps to pre-
vent imjures, ill-health and loss of hife

Bakker said that if the legislation
had been 1n place at the time of the
Mernespruit shmes dam disaster,
mine management would have been
held responsible immediately The leg-
1slation makes the area and environ-
ment around the mine the responsibil-
1ty of the mine as well.,

The legislation also gives mine
workers the right to leave their work-
place when there 1s reasonable nsk
that conditions pose a serious danger
to their health and safety Bakker sa1d
this would bring SA’s mines 1n line
with international practice.

He told the committee the legisla-
tion would beef up the inspectorate’s
powers, allowing almost unfettered
powers of search and seizure waithout a

Continued on Page 2
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Mine safety

Continued from Pageﬂl

The mine manager has the

right of ap-
peal to the mines chy
theCLabuur Cone chief mspector ang

g of anyone
any matter related to operanui of tﬂg ;;Cri]l:s iubmmmﬂnﬂ from nterested

legislation and the examination and

copying of any do asked to make submigsiong and suppl
mine safoty y document related to dpaft Pply

A mne nspector wy] legislation and coyld
be given the power to shut éﬁiﬁpﬂr gli:l% e §omumitiee next Tuesday

Or 2 partion of a mime 1f he belteves con- wnu%gldﬁgg s e hoped that the Bill

finahsed by M
| ready for debate on Mgrch%cgngﬁ?ﬂand

——
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Linda Ensor

CAPE TOWN — The Public Ser-
vice Commssion would this week

take a decision on the formation of

an mdependent inspectorate to
monitor health and safety 1n the
minmng mdustry, commission di-
recfor general Lucas Stoop told
the parliamentary public accounts
commuittee yesterday.

The recommendations for the
establishment of the mspectorate
within the government mining en-
gineer'’s division were presented
fo the commission m September

Stoop’s undertaking to give the

-

[E—

Mine inspectorate de cl i’fm pen

commission’s respun%e b;r:,'
concerned the numbers of mspec-
tors which 1t would allow, and the
level of their remuneration

Mmeral and energy affairs
commuitee chairman Marcel Gold-
ing said an mdependent inspec-
torate manned with professional
staff who were paid adequate
salaries was vital to gave effect to
the Mines Health and Safety Bill
tabled m Parhament this week

He said the Bill brought SA 1n-
to line with mternational stan-
dards on health and safety, and
gave workers the nght to refuse to
work 1n dangerous conditions, the

9

right to traifiing and the right to
obtain imnformation

The confusion of health and
safety 1ssues with the regulation
of mineral exploitation and land
rehabilitation 1ssues 1n the same
Act was regarded as detrimental
and would be redressed by the pro-
posed stand-alone Mine Safety
and Health Act

The formation of an indepen-
dent, well-paid 1nspectorate was
recommended by the Leon com-
misston of 1nquiry into mine safe-
ty and health and was accepted by
cabmet but awaited approval by
the commassion
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‘Mine has done

While walls crumble

5

Potgietersrus mine over removal

By Jusrice MaLaLA
anp CHnistine Romesnc

rancinah Nthelebofu return-

ed home from a march on the

Potgzetersrus Platinum Mine
yesterday and vowed never to be
moved again by the mune that has
been a constant pain for her and
her fellow wvillagers in GaPila
since 1969

Nthelebofu’s house 1s one of
about 200 which stand about 50
from the open-cast mine outside
Potgietersrus, and which have
been slowly cracking from the
blasting that takes place there
every second or third day.

Every time the mine blasts, it
cispatches a bus to ferry Nthele-
bofu - who 15 so old she says she
does not know her age—and others
away from their houses in case
they are ijured durng blashin

On January 12, a part of Nthe-
lebofu’s house fell 1. Several other

Imﬂ«.&; r
houses, most of thetm bult wa

combmnation of blasting and rain.
“These people moved us from
our first home in 1969 to build the
mine, which they said would help
us with jobs and schools for our
chuldren. But since it started work-
ing, all we've had 1s danger and irri-
tation from thus blasting,” she said.
Yesterday, about 300 residents
of GaPila ~ which has more than
800 houses ~ marched on the mine,
demanding that the blasting be
stopped whule talks about relocat-
ing them to ariother area continued.
The residents are also concermed
that dust from the blasting could be
hazardous to their health; that the
mune is not hiring locals; and that,
as the mine expands, it threatens
to take away even more of their tri-
bal land without ploughing any of
its riches back into the commumnity.
Mine manager Alewyn Rau-
benhemmer said the mine agreed

I
, villagers take on s
....M .

Tough tannie

"the village would be safer and

better off if it was relocated, but
mining operations should not be
stopped while this continued.

He admuitted a 30cm diameter
stone had landed near children on
the periphery of the village onone
occasion, but said there had never
been a serious accident from the
blasting Another case, when a

. -
1 _—_

Ao, X X

Y G.CHU w:&ﬁm\n.. .
Councillor for the area Steven

Matlaila said if the vllagers were

relocated, the new land had to be-

long to them, they had to be com-* °

pensated for losses and they de-
manded a shareholding in themine.

He said because there had been
no development of GaPila since the

'

n. -
r .h...."

mune’s incephion, the new village

-should be provided with water,

electricity, roads and other infra-
structure,

Raubenheimer disputed claims
that the mune had not contributed
to the local economy, sayimng it
strived to have 80% of its staff
drawn from local villages. It had
also built a climc, ical col-

- . R U S » . e P..._.___._!E_. H.r”.f. H_..”.___._..w._.rﬁ._,......n ! Lﬁh w._w____.._@_u .
... Francinah Nthelebofu, in front of her ruined house, will not leave her birthplace to make way for mine operations.
rock landed in the willage, was,

] 1
'
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1
Aty Lur &
i @n.._...v.-.l : IE

lege, créche and sports fields as
part of its community involvement.

But Nthelebofu's mind 1s made
up “When we came here 1n 1969,
we had to carry our own thatch
roofs Iike dogs, kicked away from
our own land. But thus time we
are not moving (from) here. The
mune must move because it has
done nothing forus ”

|
|
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332 died in rockfalls and other
accidents on SA mines Jast

At least 60 runeworkers have
died since the beginning of the
year i rocktalls and other aca-
dents

The toll might have been
much higher if the 104 muners
trapped at the East Drnefonten
gold mme in Carletonwille last
week had not all been rescued

They were trapped 2 200m
underground after a fire broke
out.

The workers were saved by
entering  specially prepared
refuge bays

Had they not been tramed,
they mught have 1gnored these
andmnstead run Eélter—skelter
when the fire broke out, thus re-
sulting n death or injury

Accordmg to the Department
of Mmneral and Energy Affairs, 41
people were killed 1n mumes m
January alone. According to The
Star's records, 19 mneworkers
died in February

Lagt year 532 people were
killed in munes, while 551 were
killed in 1992, 586 1n 1993 and 486
m 1994 Last year’s major disaster
occurred at Vaal Reefs’ number
two shaft, where 104 people were
killed on May 10.

NUM spokesperson Judith
Weymont said a considerable

number of the acaidents, particu-

| Caal inines 3

Diamond mines 4
- Gold mines ;
Platinum mines . &
Other mines ~ .. 2
F \ :“:“:;': "i:"‘ljf

Souree: Deptot Miner! dad Eﬁerg}fﬂfu -

. . . AND IN FEBRUAR

Source Star Ubrary .

larly those related to rockfalls,
were avordable

“A number of this accidents
have been attnbuted to rockfalls
and these are avordable if there 1s
enough roof support in the work
area

“The muung industry must
address the problem of rock me-
chanics as a matter of urgency
and improve on mne planning
and layout as well as basic things
hike basic roof support systems,”
she said

Department of Mmeral and

EATHS IN JANUARY '9¢

"2Feb  Randfontein Estates-goid fﬁ?ng?i;iz} ARV

12Feb  Randfontein Estates goldmine #%2 ~  §,_.)
| 13 Feb  Vaal Reefs gold mine-''E’.‘:%__?’“""‘*3‘1‘*’”r b 55.;5 ;

19 Feb  Western Deep Levels E mine bﬁ?é BTy
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Harmony found guilty
of culpable Eg)gliCid

Own Correspondent

VIRGINIA — Harmony Gold
Mine was found guiity in the Vir-
ginia Regional Court yesterday of
culpable homicide relating to the
1994 Mermespruit shmes dam dis-
aster, while three of 1ts employees
were found gulty of contravening
the Minerals Act

Harmony, represented by di-
rector John Berry, pleaded guilty
yesterday to the charge. Former
GM Dan Jordaan, metallurgical
manager Johan Mouton and act-
mng plant superintendent Wayne
Hatton-Jones also pleaded gmlty

The three are the last of eight
accused employees from Harmony
and Fraser Alexander, the con-
struction company that bult the
dam An mquiry last year found
them responsible for the disaster.

The State withdrew all charges
agamst Harmony plant foreman

2(gb (212)

Ronnie Bantjies as well ascharges
of culpable homicide against Jor-
daan, Mouton and Hatton-Jones.
The trial was split earher when
Fraser Alexander pleaded gulty
while Harmony planned to plea
not guilty. Seventeen people were
killed when mud flooded the small
mining town of Mernespruit
Harmony’s legal represen-
tative Adv Frans Berry argued
that Fraser Alexander was ap-
pointed to do contract work for the
mine which fell outside the pa-
rameters of normal mine exper-
tise Frager Alexander was ap-
pointed as a specialist to maintain
the dams on Harmony’s behalf.
Berry gave evidence that R65m
in claams against the mine had
been handled to date and about
98% of these had been finalised
Adv Jannie Botha represented
the State while Adv Leon Bekker

represented Fraser Alexander
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Malan tridl witness
tells of secret camp
ER 20211 e S

Owﬁwnﬂmu told the court he had
spent the past month abroad in a wit-
ness protection programme He had
started his career in the SADF as a na-

2 BUSINESS DAY, Wednesday, March 13 1996

-Mine authorities call for

arevamp of safety Bill
P RIRNS, ... o 22120

constitutional nghts, and a further five
clauses “could potentially result in ac-
tions on the part of officals that in-
fringe constitutional rights”.  disclosed that the money
- scrapped to avoid a Constitutional In its submissior, the NUM ac- | donated by the Euro- |
+ Qourt challenge, Gencor and the knowledged that the reversal of onus | pean Union should have

Chamber of Mines saad yesterday munimsum could be unconstitutional, n paid into the na-

&

Sarafind 2

Crisis ﬁ
Wyndham Ha

1312 w_
CAPE TO — The fi-
nancial crisis around the
Aids play Sarafina 2
deepened still further

yesterday when it was

Wyndham Hartley
Yol

CAPE TOWN — Substantial sections

of the new Mine Health and Safety Bill

Stephané Bothma
* were unconstitutional and should be

DURBAN — About 200 Inkatha mem-
bers recruited to become KwaZulu mw
licemen were trained at a top secret

7 - Insubmissions to Parhament’smin-  but stressed that without them the en- | tional revenue fund Defence Force 1sland camp in the tionalservicemanin 1976

. eral and energy affairs commuttee, forcement of health and safety in DP health spokesman | Caprivi to “act against MK and trained While working as an instructor,

«* Chamber of Mines president At du  mines would become unenforceable. Mike Ellis said yeater- |-UDF members”. Opperman had been sentenced to 90
Plessis sad the clauses which provided During oral submissions to the conk" | ddy .that he had agked & Key State witness JP Opperman days in detention barracks after a

+ ~ for reversal of onus made mine owners mittee, Chamber of Mines represen’ | Finance Minister Chris | told the Durban Supreme Court yes- court martial found him guilty of mal-

Builty until they had proved their 1n-

tatave Anton van Achterbergh said he
+ * mibcence 1n the event of an accident

| Liebenberg what the
was sure all reversal of onus provisions

terday he was second-in-command of
procedures were for

treating a subordinate following the
Camp Hippo, a guerrilla warfare

death of a national serviceman

.v" 1 “This 18 considered to be unconsti-
+* titional and totally unacceptable,” Du
Plessis saad He pointed out that the
clause was also 1n contrast to the ree-
"+ othmendations of the Leon commission
» of mnguiry mnto mine safety, which
found no justification for the reversal

at present on the statute book would
eventually be “struck down” by the
Constitutional Court

He said with the wording of the Bill
at present, reasonable doubt would re-
sult in mine owners being found gmlty
of an offence while all other atizens

money donated to SA.
Only m exceptional
circumstances are dona-
tions not paid into the
revenue fund, accordin
to Liebenberg Ellis saa
Laebenberg’s confirma-

where a

school situated on the Quando River
oup of 30 IFP members re-
ceived offensive traiming in kidnap-

ping, sniping and urban warfare

pperman, a former military intel-

ligence operative, 15 testifying against

About two weeks later Opperman
had been released, allegedly after be-
ing pardoned by then defence force
chief Malan.

Many years later, after having been
transferred to MI, Opperman had

former defences minister Magnus
Malan and 10 co-accused, who are fac-
ing 18 charges including 13 of murder.
The State claims that Malan, sev-
eral SADF generals, a number of for-
mer and still serving defence force
members and s1x former KwaZulu po-
licemen conspired to murder ANC and
| UDF targets who had been considered

learnt about a “very sensitive and se-
cret” operation in the Capnivi. “I want-
edtojoin,” he testified

His transfer was approved, and 1n
1986 he was sent to Camp Hippo as
second-1n-command of Operation Mar-
ion —- the covert SADF plan to help the
IFP obtain a military capability.

would be found 1nnocent if reasonable
doubt was found

- ofonus

tion probably meant that
~ Gencor’s Richard Robinson said 11

the health department
was mﬂu.mn_mmm to follow
state tender procedures.

The health depart-
ment has maintained
that because the R14,2m
came from the EU they

By Charles Schulz

YOxX2"7 HMM

PEANUTS

I CAN'T HELP YOU WITH

©ET SOMEBODY WHO

'l

YOUR HOMEWORK I DON'T
KNOW ANYTHING MYSELF

THAN I PO

KNOWS MORE

THIS COVLD
TAKE ALL

——

did not have to comply
with state tender proce-
dures. Since claiming to
have nnE_mem with the
EU guidelines health di-
rector-general QOlive Shi-
sana has conceded that
there were communica-
_ tions problems

Nt

athreatto Inkatha.
However, the court heard yesterda

that the first target chosen by the “of--
fensive group” had been a

ouse in
KwaMakutha on the Natal south coast

occumed by religious leader William
, several women and children un-

mmu.mﬁmmazo. _
ddm_mﬂwﬁﬁnwcuzﬁum.ﬁ#ngm
allegedly been identified by the group
and had been approved as a target by
SADF members, had not lived 1n the
KwaMakutha house for geveral weeks
at the time of the attack on January 21
1987, several witnesses testified They
were also unaware of a claim Victor

gmuomﬁmuﬂmumﬂmﬂmmma H.Eum_u
the 206 Inkatha recruits had already
completed their basic mstruction, in-
cluding training in foreign weapons,
hand grenades, explosives, ambushes
and attacks on moving targets.

The IFP members had no idea
where they were, or who was traimng
them. Rumours were deliberately be-
ing spread that they were in Israel.

At all times, all the instructors at
Hippo used only code names for them-
selves. The recruits were spht into four
groups: offensive, defensive, contra-
mobilisation and VIP bodyguards.

Opperman’s testimony 18 due to con-
tinue foday

|



Gold mine admits
culpable homici

210 ) Afew 1317 4%’

gima — The Harmony gold
mune yesterday admutted guilt on
a charge of culpable homicide re-
Jating to the Merriespruit slimes
dam acadent i which 17 people
died two years ago.

The State withdrew charges of
culpable homicide agamst former
general manager Dan Jordaan,
metallurgical manager Johan
Mouton and plant supermntendent
Wayne HuttonJones Charges
were also withdrawn agamnst
' Hutton-Jones' assistant, Ronrue
. Bantjies, ’1

Jordaan, Mouton and FHution-
Jones have admutted that they
contravened article 37 of the Min-
erals Act G

The case m the Virgima Re-
gional Court contmules — Sapa.
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Harmony fined R120 000 for disaster

Own Correspondent
VIRGINIA — Harmony

headed by Judge D
Kotze

The disaster occured

Gold Mine, convicted of when F?- slimes dam bt

culpable homucide for the
Mermespruit shmes dam
disaster 1n which 17 peo-
ple were killed 1n 1994,
was fined R120 000 1n

e Virgmia Reg
Court yesterda(,zl ijﬂl
Mineral Act L ) nl é

Forﬂlq;lar[n iM
Dan Jordaan was fined
R15 000 and metallurgic
manager Johan Mouton
and acting plant super-
intendent Wayne t-
tenJones were fined
R8 000 each for contra-
vemng the Mineral Act.

All  accused were
found criminally liable

n May 1994 by a judicial
inquest mto the disaster

—_———

burst its banks in Febru-
ary 1994, flooding Mer-
riespruit with sludge.

In December Frager
Alexander wag fined
R120 000 and two em-
ployees R25 000 and
R15 000 respectively,

Pasging sentence yes-
terday, Regional Court
Magistrate M Loubser
sald he had taken the
sentences imposed gon
Frager Alexander and its
employees mto consider-
ation. He said 1t wag g
miracle there had not
been greater loss of life.

| §
Journed Harmony direc-
tor and legal adviger
John Berry said he be.

heved justice had beeg-
done although no fine-
could bring back thoge
lost 1n the disaster. .

He gave the assur.
ance that the mpe
would do everything in
1t8 power to upgrade the,
suburb.

Upliftment

Harmony had recent.>
ly pard R4,5m attlal the Vir-.
sia mumcipality ag g
contribution towards the.-
uphftment and Improve-
ment of facilities and 1p-
frastructure of Mep-
riespruit.

Fraser Alexander and,
the mine have algg get up
& jont fund worth R10m
to settle :‘i:wil clmm? fof
uninsured property loss-,
€8 ansmng from the.
shmes digaster ',
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Slimes dam tragedy: mine a?}??/ ;Zorkers fined

B;r SumLEYy YWoODGATE
AND SAPA

Virgima — Fines totaliing R151 000
were imposed yesterday on Har-
mony gold mine and three of its
employees i connection with the
Mernespriut slimes dam disaster
which claimed the hives of 17 peo-
ple two years ago :

Virgima magistrate Marue
Loubscher fined the mine R120 000,
former mine manager Dan Jor-
daan R15 000, and the mine’s met-
allurgical engmeer Johan Mnutug
and plant supermtendent Wayn
Hatton-Jones R8 000 each.

The mme admitted guilt on
Tuesday on a charge of culpable
homicide refating to the disaster,
and Jordaan, Mouton and Hatton-
Jones admutted they had contra-
vened article 37 of the Minerals
Act

Engineening company Fraser
Alexander, which was responsible
for the dam’s mamtenance, was

R

earlier fined R150 000, its regional
managers Frikkie Botha and
Theuns Linde were fined R30 000
and R25000 respectively, and
foreman Adam Uys was fined
R15 000

In addifion to the 17 people
who were killed when the slimes
dam wall above Mernesprut
burst and engulfed the suburb mn
mud, destruchon estimated at
R50-mithion mcluded damage to
389 houses, 119 of them destroyed
when 600 000 cubic metres of
sludge raced through the 2km
stretch to the spruit at 60km/h

Virgima town clerk’s secre
Luky Whttle estimated the lives
of 3 500 people were touched by
the tragedy.

Asked today 1if the fines were
too hght for the crime, one resi-
dent after another revealed that
the most of initral outrage agamst
Harmony gold mine had given
way to a desire to resurface and
get on with normal hiving,

r—

(;121 2 D
"How do you evaluate a hfe?”

asked Kevin Charlwood, who
was mayor of Mernesprut at the
time of the disaster

“Now that 1t has happened,
what matters 1s not the punish-
ment for what happened but get-
ting lives back together

“We know 1t was not dehber-
ate neghgence and we know that
if the mine knew then what it
knows now, that it would have
gone to any lengths to prevent the
catastrophe,” he saxd

Many people have been com-
pensated fmanaally, others still
wait for payment

“What thus final court case
means 15 that 1t 15 all over,” said
Charlwood “Many houses have
been rebullt and the brightly
panted homes are an improve-
ment on the drab old facebrick

“The counal deaded ths
week to demolish the last of the
remaining houses which were
damaged beyond repair”
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Trapped miner still alive

Renealérawiuw
and David Mckay

A TRAPPED muneworker was still
alive underground last night after 10
members of a team trying to save hum
were killed during a rockfall at Iscor’s
Tshikonden1 coal mine 1 Northern
Province on Monday.

The miner, an operator from one of
the coal-cuttng machines, was
trapped 190m underground on Mon-
day mormng after a rockfall Rescue
workers, attempting to free the miner,
were killed when the roof collapsed

Iscor said last night contact had just
been made with the trapped miner.,

The National Umon of Mineworkers
said Monday's accident was “an exam-
ple” of a continous shaft mmer operat-
g 1n a section under a large s%an of
unsupported hanging wall which had
not been roofbolted.

Iscor’s spokesman Ernest Webstock
sa1d the causes of the accidents were
still unknown and the mine mspec-
torate was conducting an m loco in-
spection at the mine.

Iscor’s CE and executive chairman
Hans Smith said he doubted human
neghgence had led to the accident
“The rock formation 15 difficult to pre-
dict and safety procedures seem to
have been strictly adhered to,” he said

after 10 rescue workers die

ed zflab (zi2)

Smith said this was the first fatal
aceident at the mine since it started
productionin 1984

“It was our flagship mine in terms of
its safety record, which makes the
tragedy all the more intense,” he said

Mine accident statistics reveal that
deaths on coal mines contributed to a
amall proportion of deaths mn the min-
mg industry.

Last year 413 deaths were reported
on SA gold mines compared with 26 on
collieries. Dunng the first two months
of this year four people were killed on
collieries compared with 70 on gold
mines,

NUM health and safety co-ordina-
tor Fleur Plimmer argues, however,
that colhieries employ far fewer work-
ers than gold mines and comparatavely
the fatality rate per 1 000 workers at
collieries was not good.

Smith said production at the mine
would not be halted as an underground
surface area of less than 5% had been
affected by the rockfall.

“Only ia small section of the mine
has been affected which accounts for
only 6,6% of Iscor’s total coking coal re-
quirements,” he saxd.

Tshikondeni coal mine produces
300 000 tons of coking coal a year
which is railed to Iscor’s Vanderbyl-
park steel works —its main chient
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Miner freed
unharmed

after 36 hours

underground
(22 Yoy 23

By Aoavi Cooxe anp
SHIRLEY WooDGAaTE

The Tshikonden: coal mine man-
agement was “in the clouds” last
rught atter a miner trapped for 36
hours under tons of rock was
taken out unharmed by a second
rescuc team i Northern Province

Daniet Maphodo, driver of a
coal-cutting machine, was one of
four mumers trapped when the
root caved tn on Monday A sec-
ond rocktall killed 10 members of
a rescue team

A spokesman tor Iscor, which
owns the mine, said thus morning
that rescuers had been in contact
with Maphodo, who was trapped
about 200m underground But
thev had only been able to rescue
him by trying a ditterent angle ot
approach atter the first disastrous
attempt

The rescued miner was 1n
shock but not mjured and was
taken to Pietersburg Hospital last
rught

One ot the survivors, Kone
rwmbuda, spoke of the screams
and terror of the scene of the first
rockfall

“The roof began creaking and
we just ran for our lives The
sound grew louder and louder
and then we knew we were m
trouble ”

As the avalanche of rocks and
debris fell down the shaft, Ram-
buda and two colleagues were
trapped The machine driver was
also caught in the rockfall

Rambuda, speaking from his
Pietersburg Private Hospital bed,
said they were elated by the
sound ot the rescue workers “But
then suddenlv we heard the roof
creaking again - then the sound of
things crashing m and people
screaming ”

He was injured 1n the second
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rockfall and lav hoping tor the
best “We had to wait and see We
didn’t know if there were going to
be more,” he said

A second team from Iscor’s
Durnacel mune arnved and, ac-

scribed the inadent as a great |
tragedy, saying 1t was they first
fatal acadent since Tshikonderu
started production in 1984

The mine, which produces
about 6,6% of Iscor’s coal needs, 1s

cording to an Iscor spokesman,
“battled to free the dead and the
trapped trom underground”

The seven survivors were
brought to the surtace and tlown
by South Atnican Air Force hels-
copters to Messina Hospital

Iscor’s management has de-

expected to be back in production
bv this afternocon

The names of the dead are R ]
Tshitwamulomoni, L A Ramabu-
lana, TO Ndou, TT Matshete,
M E Nditsheni, M G Mamathe, |
Klaassens, AF Bantjes, HJB
Naude and A I Dednam




10 killed a

mine roof
collapses=*/?

Sowetan CBrrespnndeﬁt and Sapa

TEN muners were killed i an accident at Iscor’s
Tshikondem coal mune 1 Northern Province on Monday
afternoon

Iscor spokesman Mr Ernst Webstock yesterday said
that a roof collapsed on a rescue team sent to help a
coal-cutting machine operator who had been trapped
after a rockfall

“In an attempt to free the trapped muner, a rescue team
was caught 1 another collapse of the roof and 10 people
were killed," Webstock said The operator was still muss-
ing yesterday

The colliery, 1n the far noriheastern part of the
province, about 10km from the Kruger National Park,
produces about 6,6 percent of Iscor's coking coal
needs

Airlifted

SA Air Force spokeswoman Licutenant-Colonel Lav-
erne Machine said seven mjured people were airlifted
to Messtna Hospital on Monday night

“Rescue operations are being hampered by the

s 1V mmemdabeme ol tha |-
unsaplic LUH.UIHUII. LrL hlﬁ- iﬂiﬂﬂ, whlﬂu 10 DL WHY1lLE,

mn,” she said yesterday

Rescue operations began on Monday afternoon
Two SA Air Force Oryx helicopters from 19 Squadron
mn Lows Trichardt were called to assist with rescue
operations

@

|at

First casualties

Machine said the first casualties were transferred io
Messina Hospital at 10pm on Monday mght

The scene at Messina Hospital late on Monday
night was chaotic, according to a hospital spokesman

“A number, I honestly don’t know how many, were
transferred to Pietersburg Hospital after stabilisation
and today we only have three patients from the mine,”
Machine said

She added that a doctor was still at the mine yester-
day and she did not have any more mformation about
ijuries or fatalities.

T o241 pogwuing
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Miner killed in ro (3}&3ﬂ 97",%m underground
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JOHANNESBURG - A miner was killed 1n a rockfall Seven contract kers were killed at the same
at JCI's Randfontein Estates while replacing wire mine on February 2
mesh on a roof 932m underground 1n Cooke 2 shaft, The National Union of Mineworkers claimed yes-

JCI corporate affairs manager Mark Gonsalves said  terday’s aceident occurred m exactly the same way
An mauiry was underway, he added as last month's — Sapa

el



By CHARLES MOGALE

NDIALA MAMPHODO huddled for
37 hours in the seat of a crane 200
metres underground this week — pray-
ing and waiting for death.

But when death came 1t claimed ten of his col-
leagues who were trying to rescue him

By a miracle Mamphodo survived
[J Mamphodo (30) this week told City Press of his
ordeal following a mme disaster at the Tshihondem
coal mine 85 km north of Tohoyandou

On Monday at 7 30 am he went underground to op-
crate a cutung machine There was no sign of a
threateming collapse

'At about 12 30 pm | heard a miner scream — and
with a roar rocks fell around me  said Mamphodo

Had I not been 1n the crane | would have been
crushed — but the fall crushed the roof of the cranc
fnrcing me 1nto a huddled position

He was to sit cramped 1n that poesition for 37 hours

Trapped under a2 mound of rocks an qir-survival
v bept him breathog  but it oply asie d 20 mapute,
{ As the air ran oiit 1 began to_pray and waited to
die tt was hard 1o breathe T fékt fait Alter what
seemed Like hours 1 heard voices callmg oul to me °

Through cracks in the rock barner he could see the
fiest rescuc tcam They began pumping air to lim with
a compressor and desperately tried to reach him

It was very dangerous, for their efforts caused more
rock falls A roch fell on my chest — pinming me down
[J Then there was silence Mamphodo was unaware
that 10 of the men - among them some of his best
friends — had been crushed to death by rocks

*One of the rescue team, my friend Rambada Kone
was trapped near me | called out to him to pray -
and he managed to crawl out somehow '’

Hours crawled by while Mamphodo sat in darkness
and sweltering heat He tore off his clothes and told
lmself “If death calls, so be it ™

Then a second rescue team arrived and passed him
a two-hitre bottle of cold drink *I had never been so
happy to see a bottle of lemonade! he said
[ The rescue team told him 1t was Tuesday
them ‘Just don’t bring my wife and hids down here

He had last seen them on Monday morning

A specialist mine rescue team from Natal arpived
and sent down Mamphodo's brother Joseph - a “shift
boss ' - to pass htm a hammer and chisel He could
only chip away some rock to sit more comfortably

After the team had Fatled three times to blast lum
free with dynamute, he asked them to cut off part of
the crane with a cutting torch

“They passed me a wet blanket to shield myself It
was risky Ifthe torch igmited the coal [ would burn
to ashes But at last a hole was widened enough for
me to be pulled through,” Mamphodo said

He was airlifted to a hospital in Pietersburg - where
he learned about the deaths of his ten colleagues

Fighting back tears, he said thewr deaths had taught
hirn a lesson in team spinit “Words fail me *

City Press witnessed Mamphodo'semotional reun-
1on with his family at Masisi Village, 15 ki from the
Kruger National Park at mtdnight on Friday

His anxious wife Elisa — who had feared him dead
- smothered him with kisses
[ “Of course I'm going back undergound "' said
Mamphodo, “It's my job - and I love 1t ™

1
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MAID OF HONDUR . »» SINnah Seperepere (left), wu wurked for Helan Juaaph as a
domestic servant for B years, lays a wreath on the grave of her former employer.
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Police ignore girl's pleo not
to shoot her bro’rher (42)

By PEARL
RANTSEKENG

THE PLEAS of a 12

year-old theft suspect's
sister to a white police
man not to shoot her
brother fell on deaf ears

* Please, don't shoot at
my brother”" screamed
Ehzabeth Ngwenya

But the policeman
shot Tankiso Ngwenya
through his left shoulder
blade kilhing him

Six white policemen
went to investigate a
thelt charge at Tankiso's
New Farm home 1n
Meyerton

The boy, together with

three others had alleg-
cdly stolen toys, washing
powder, bicycles, cutlery,
dinner sets and calcula-
tors from an aucttoneer
in Meyerton

Tanktso's friend,
Motsamair Phirt (11), re-
counted the incident

He said lasl Sunday
afternoon he, Tankiso
and two other boys had
gone to a dumping site in
Meyerton

On arrival Tankiso
and the two other boys
went into the yard

A few minutes later,
the three came gut with
plastic bags full of goods

After separating from

STILL SHAKEN ...
Motsamai Phirl,.
H Plc: $IWE RADERE

the other boys, Motsa-
mai said he and Tankiso

went on their way home 3

but were stopped by a
white man who asked

door Tankiso tnied to
- — — ) \run away

what they had 1n the
plastic bags

*Tankiso explained to
him where we had got

the items and that they
were not stolen

The man would not
believe them and said

-"

] Trar
relates

1 Twi:
saved

‘Rocks
drug |
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AN ALLEGED
ported to be + *
South Africa has
pearance of Soweto
A source who was
that Dlamin had -*

to an alleged plot
Sexwale
Belore his drsa
threatened and & .
*Vicky Goswami,
with thes information
Dlamim was z"-
home on April 6 last
who said he was .
Mandrax deal
Diamin, acer -
also planned to .-
of a busmessman,
tiveties 1n India and
Citv Press source
ing where a pa_ -
Goswami and a hig-
cussed The dc--
R4 miblion Dlaou
At the meeting,
and allegedly at+--+
Is believed to have -
kell the premier
Dlamin: was given
source was “just a*
The source also
Diamini, inviting *
tion However, [
At the meeting,
should go to Zambia
One of the men who
from his home on '
to go with him
B Premier Sexwale's
terday said a2
family member, or _
tact the premier’s
Soweto police = -
firmed that “varions
to Dlamint were -

they had to wait for him
He then went to phone
the police Tankiso ran

away

Motsamai said “In a
few minutes the man
came back with the po-
lice who took me to the
police station ™

There five policemen
ordered him to take
them to Tankiso's place

Motsamar said on ar-
rival at Tankiso’s place

they knocked on the

‘My hu
not fly

By JEFFERSON1-="

SHE REPORTED “
ago — but Nozipho *
the police for the Fiyw

Sithole's husband -
Azanian Peoples C _
medical practitioner,
his red BMW on © _

Sithole’s interview
people who were the *
hts disannearance
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MONDAY dawned full of promise at
Tshikondeni coal mine

Joe Mever, the manager, was preparing
for the 600km drive to Pretoria from the
mine 1n the baobab-dotted bushveld in the
north-east of Northern Province

His phone rang just after mmdday He
was waiting to hear that an
expansion plan was ready
to be presented to Iscor’s
mining chiefs But the call
was from his mining man-
ager, Alfred Dednam
There had been a fall 200m
underground and a driver
was buned, trapped 1nside
his coal-cutting machine

The news was bad but
not tragic Rock falls
stopped machines about
twice a yvear In the past
vear si1x workers had suf-
fered serious injury, but 1n
13 years of operation not
one life had been lost

Orders were given to set
up a rescue control-room
and both men headed for

the coal face 5km downthe ._.:m H_@:ﬁ _A_._; mining community was améﬂﬁma

gently sloping tunnel fhat

follows a 3m-thick seam of ~ Ten men, three of them senior managers, had

coal 1nto the earth

The coking coal is mined been crushed to death in a rock fall as they

by the squat-pillar method

A criss-cross pattern of ac- worked to rescue a trapped colleague. Shaken,
but undeterred, new rescuers took their places,
pillars As the cutting ma- and 24 hours later Daniel _/\_m_g_nwjon_o was o e L X .3 |
m_w_mnwmwmﬂmmﬁw%ﬁ_mw%mmmww —u_,OC@ ht to the surface. PETER De IONNO reports wcm<_<omw ﬂ_mnrmﬂ mm_s_u:am Emguzcnn and Nenweli in :nmﬁ_mm“ | Picture: JOE mm_..b_.m

cess roads 15 gouged
through the seam, leaving
behind a checkerboard of ﬂ

wooden poles and left to
collin e -
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just reversed his mat hine
when foreman Bram Coet-
| zee and his section mein-
hers saw the first shower
,of rocks that signals a
collapse AS they ran {o
safety, Mr Mamphodo and
,his machne vamshed un-
 der 450 tons of coal and
rock
~ Inside the driver’s cab,
protected by 2 roof of
25mm solid steel, Mr Mam-
phodo was unhurt, but the
weight of the rock buckled
the support pullars and he
had to bend forward and
rest his chin on his chest as
the roof pressed down on

i‘hls head He sat like that |

, for 36 hours

> «] eould hear voices out-

;side and 1 called out, but
they could not hear me,”

he said 1 s hospital ward

| this week He was wrong

The rescue had started be-

'fore the dust had cleared
i Piet Klaassens,
| I}nme’s head of safety, and
L Alex Bantjes, the head of
tratmng, climbed onto the
{gebrm and checked the
“gaping hole m the roof
“They helped wnstall steel
3prnﬁs‘ %nd wooden poles 10
further collapse
5 Around the hole’s edges,
rock bolts, long steel
serews designed to sohdify

' an unpropped roof by ten-

}" stoning the rock, were dan-

gling, giving the he to a
}Natmnal Umon of Mine-
“workers clamn that the
sechion which collapsed
irhad not been supported

L, The allegation has infu-
rnated Mr Meyer “How
.dare they say that It1s an
insult to the good men who
“Jied 1 have photographs
"that prove it was Support-
ed We do not sacrifice men
for money This mine 15
‘1ke a family Out here we
+live, work and play togeth-

er There 1S no onc who

would not help another ”
The muners worked 1n
| three teams, one propping
the roof, another uSINg
hands and shovels {o re-

“move the fail and the third
digging a hole through the
rubble After about three

hours, Mr Coctzee,

' first  down the hole,
stretched an arm through
a gap and felt Mr Mam-

' phodo squeeze s hand

Mr Mamphodo said

“When Bram touched me

ne said ‘Don’t worry, you
are now alive again’ I was

not afraid anymore 1 was
very thirsty When they
passed me water, I tried to

. just wet my lips and mouth
because I knew I would be
there for a long time

«] thought of many
things 1 prayed 1 was
thinking about my young

son who misses me when 1

am not home”

When the second fall
came at 4 30pm, the men
on top of the debris were
caught without warning

My Klaassens and Mr Ded-

nam were crushed as they

d
Ji

head

i

1 squatted at the side of the
!
/

f

£

L e,

SAFE AT LAST .

an exhausted

Daniel Mamphodo is

escorted out of the mine. The picture at the top of the
page shows him in his coal-cutting machine

access hole

Mr Coetzee’s left fool
was crushed by a boulder
s he escaped, but store-

waist
mets, the arms and legs of
people who were not yet
dead Someone was calling
for help, but 1 could not
reach them,” he said

Mmer Kone Rambuda
had replaced Mr Coetzee 1
ihe access hole and was
talking to Mr Mamphodo
and holding s hand when
the second fall happened

«“Namel asked me what
was happening 1 said ev-
eryone is screaming It
seems like the roof has fal-
len agamn 1 was trapped
upside down by my belt

«ft took me about 30
mnutes to get out of the
hole By then it was quet,
but the roof was still
faluing It was dark be-
cause 1 had left my hght
behind 1 saw some light
and went towards 1t Un-
derground, where there 18
hght there is hie”

Mr Mamphodo stayed
calin, unaware of the
tragedy He was not told of
the deaths until he was air-
Lfted to hospital “I just
knew when more rocks fell
I would be under the
ground for a long time ”

At first the rescue was
concentrated on the 10
men who were buried The
work carred on through
Monday mght A second
hole was dug to reach Mr
Mamphodo from the other
side Miners burrowed
through the debris to reach
the trapped machine

However, this side was
solid steel and Mr Meyer
called for cutting torches
1t was a tough call — he

i

was balancing the now des- |
perate need to rescue Mr
Mamphodo agamst the
safety of the entire mune |
Fire and explosion are |
greater risks 1n a coal |
mmne than the dangers of |
falling rock Rver-present |
methane gas canbe 1gnited |
by a single spark and fires }
can rage and spread mto |
ihe coal seam m seconds |
«p man’s hfe was at |
stake, we had to take the §
chance” said Mr Meyer |
“We took hoses In and }
brought 1n large numbers
of fire extmguishers, We
passed a hosepipe to
Daniel and gave him wet
blankets to protect himself
srom the sparks” |
Just before 10pm, a hole |
was opened large enough |
for Mr Mamphodo’s head |
to be seen At 101l5pm he |
was free His only mjury §
was a crushed finger .,
«When they brought me |
out many people, including |
the famlies of the men
who died, were wailing to |
welcome me 1 could only |
wave 1 wanti to speak to
the famuihies of those who |
died Iknow that thesemen |
who died were my friends }
They were prepared {0 do |
anything to save me ” ;
® The dead men are j
Alex Bantjes, 34, head of §
trammng and development, |
Alfred Dednam, 44, mumng §
manager, Petrus Klaa- |
ssens, 51, head of safety, |
Mmbengen1 Mamathe, 26, |
truck operator, Tshililo |
Matshete, general worker, |
Hendrik Naude, 26, fitter, |
Mbangisent Nditshent, 35, |
loader operator, Thivinleh
Ndou, 29, electrician, Rat- |
shubuvomo Tshitwamulo- |
mont, 43, general operator, |
and Lufonu Ramabulana, |
30, truck operator
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(b)

(1) United Kingdom R138 675,80
Amernica R98 (030,65
Taiwan R 20047,77
Russia, Ukrame and
Denmark R102 319.26
Nigena R38 732,00
France R 93 165,57
Total R490 971,05

{111)

(1v)

(1)

Umted Kingdom London

Amernca Washington

Tarwan Taiper

Russia, Ukramne and Denmark Mos-
cow, Kiev and Copenhagen

Nigend Abwa
France Pans

United Kingdom
4-7 January 19935,
7-10 May 1995 and
28-31 October 1995

America

28 February-5 March 1995 and
29 April-6 May 1995

Tawan
15-21 March 1995

Russta, Ukraine and Denmark
11-22 June 1995

Nigena
18-20 September 1995

France
13-17 November 1995

Erance

To meet with senior officials of
UNESCO

United Kingdom

To dehiver a message on the Presi-
dent’s behalf at the Bath Festival—
Meet SA Artsts in London

Canada

(a} To prepare for an Arts Exhibition
I contempordary SA Art to be
held 1n 1997 1n Canada

(b) Delhiver an address to the Na-
tional Action Committee on the
Status of Woinen

China

Nomnated by the President on Gov-
ernment delegation to attend the
World Conference on Women

(1) France and United

Kingdom R31 513,12
Canada R32 785,23
China R26 229,69
Total RO 528,04

(1) France Pans
United Kingdom London, Bath
Canada Toronto, Vancouver
China Beijng

(1v} France 15-19 May 1995
Umted Kingdom
19-20 May 1995
Cantada 11-16 August 1995
China 1-15 September 1995
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QUESTION
t+indicates tragslated version

For wiitten reply

»CB mvolveinent

07 Prof B TURDK ashed the Mmmster of De-
fence

Whether a certafy person, whose name has been
furmshed to the \South Afncan National De-
fence Force for thg purpose of his reply, was a
member of the sedunty branch umit known as
the CCB, if so, what are the relevant details?

N206E

The MINISTER OF DRFENCE

The Chief of the Natibnal Defence Force has
advised me that as fap as can be determmned
from available resourcgs, the person whose
name was furmished fol the purpose of this
reply, was not a member\of the umt known as
the CCB

SAPS members transferked/seconded to
KwaZulu-Nayal

137 Mr H A SMIT ashked the Nlinster for Satety
and Security 1

(1) How many members of the South African
Police Service were traisferred or sec-
onded from outside KwaZuwu-Natal to this
province 1n (a) November\1993, (b) De-
cember 1995, (¢) January {996 and (d}
February 1996,

(2) whether such transfer or secdpdment re-
sulted 1n violence in KwaZulu-Natal being
curbed, if not, why not, 1f so} to what
extent,

Conunents

No members were seconded to KwaZulu-
Natal, however members were deployed
on detachment duties as indicated

(2) Yes

The presence specifically of members who
performed detached duties i KwaZulo-
Natal durmg the period concermed had da
huge influence on the decrease 1n violence
in the province In certain areas there was
an ncrease during Decumber 1995 This
can partly be ascribed to the large numbe
of migrant workers who returned to th
province during the fest ve seasons

(3) No AN_ 2

Miners killed/injured m mines

153 Mr J] A JORDAAN asked the Minster oi
Mineral and Energy Affairs

How many mers were (1) killed and (b
mjured m accidents i (1) gold, (12) siiver, (111)
coal and (1v) other munes dunng the latest
speethed period of 12 months for which figuies
ate available?

(3) whether he will make a statemenf on the
matter?

78E

The MINISTER FOR SAFETY AND SEQOUR-

N294L
The MINISTER OF MINERAL AND ENERGY
AFFAIRS
(d4) and (b)
Killed Inpured

1994 | 1995 | 1994 { 1995
Gold mines 372 | 414 | 6858|6249
Coal mines 35 31 239 237
Diamond mines 18 12 119 130
Platinum mines 24 45 415 833
Other mines i7 30 2571 295
Total 486 | 532 | 7888|7744

ITY

(1) {a) {b) (c) (d
Nov '95 Dec 95 Jan '96 Feb %6

Members
lransfzrred 30 5 25 5
Membenrs
seconded 0 0 0 0
Dretached duties 0 300 100 100

I should add that there are no silver mines 1in
South Africa The statistics of mnes 1n
Bophuthatswana are included from 1 May
1995 The 1995 figure for miners killed in-
cludes the 104 maners who died in the Vaal
Reefs accident

3k 11
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In terms of chapter 25 of the regulations of the
Minerals Act 1991 (Act No 50 of 1991),
whenever an accident results in—

(a) the death of any person,
(b) an injury to any person lihely to be fatal,

(c) unconsciousness from heat-stroke, heat
exhaustion, electric shock or the inhalation
of fumes or poisonous gas, or any nca-
pacitation normally requiring treatment in
a decompression chamber,

(d) 1ncapacttation from heat-strohe, heat ex-
haustion, electrnic shock or the inhalation of
fumes or poisonous gas which will prevent
the affected person from resuming his
normal or simular occupation within 48
hours,

(c} an njury, other than injunes referred to 1n
(f) below, which incapacitates the mjured
person from performing his normal or
sumilar occupation for a penod totalling
four days or more but less than 14 days (to
be reported on monthly busis),

(£} an iyury which either incapacitates the
injured person from performing his normal
or similar occupation for a period totalling
14 days or more, or whitch causes the
injured person to suffer the loss of 4 jount,
or part of 4 joint, or sustain a permanent
disability,

the manager of the mine or the works shall
report such accident to the regional director of
the Department of Mineral and Energy Affairs

An daccident referred to 1n (a), (b) or (c) above 15
to be reported immediately by the quichest
means avadable and must be confirmed without
delay

When an myjury results in the death of the
pured person dfter official notice has been
given or when a shight inury, of which no
official notice was given, resuvlts in the death of
the mjured person, the manager must give
notice thereof to the regionai director without
delay

SAPS members: resignations

171 MrT C NTSIZI ashed the Mimster for Safety
and Secunty

(a) How many members of the South African
Police Service resigned or left the service 1n

each month from January 1994 and (b) how
many of these members resigned or left due to
(1) il health, (11) reaching normal retirement
age, (1) having taken a retirement package,

(1v) finding the working conditions unaccept-
able and (v) other reasons?

N313E

The MINISTER FOR SAFETY AND SECUR-
[TY

Latest specified date January 1994 unti] Feb-
ruary 1996)

(a) 1994 1995 1996
January 464 387 316
February 479 355 263
Maich 403 344
Apnl 322 499
May 281 457
June 284 353
Tuly 387 396
August 360 467
September 336 334
October 329 322
November 347 341
December 375 337
Total 4367 4592 579

(b) 71994 (t}) (1) (1) (iv) (v)
January 90 12 | *see Noe 301
February 113 98 268
March 119 14 270
Apnl 137 20 165
May 118 15 148
June 93 14 2 175
July 147 23 217
August 140 11 209
September 90 10 236
October 114 8 207
November 114 8 225
December _ 95 18 _262
Total 1370251 3 2743
1995 (1} (1) (1) (v) (v)
January 101 15 270
February 83 17 255
March B2 13 11 238
Apnl Q8 118 3 284
May 110 44 4 299
June 113 23 217
July 153 17 226
August 255 18 194

Septermber 103 9 222

it Wil bt i, mentine] | St ittt b b b Mombi il WO D Do D ) L il
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October 124 9 189 (b) Effecniveness 15 sometimes hampered
November 144 9 191 by a shortage of available transport
December 140 21 176
Total | 490313 18 1762 Persons employed by SAPS

177 Mr D H M GIBSON ashed the Minister for
1996 (1) (1) () () ?M Safety and Secunity
January 97 17 0 20
(1) Whether certain persons whose names
February 86 33 12 9 130 have been furmished to the South African
Total 183 32 12 0 332 Police Service for the puipose of hus reply,

*Note Up to December 1995 no statistics for
unacceptable working conditions are
available

Police velucles: Mount Ayliff/Maluty/
Mt Fletcher pohice station

172 Mr G Q M DOIDGE asked the Minister for
Safety and Secunty

(1) (a) How many police vehicles are based at
the (1) Mount Ayhff, (1) Malut and (111) Mt
Fletcher police stations and (b){(1) 1n what
condition are these vehicles and (1) where
1s maintenance carried out on these ve-
hicles,

(2) whether the police 1n these distnicts patrol
and enforce the law in rural areas, 1f not,
why not, tf 50, (a) in what manner and (b)
how effectiveiy?

N330E

The MINISTER FOR SAFETY AND SECUR-
ITY

(1) (@ )6
(1) 18
(i) 29

(b) (1) A large number of these vehicles
are in a serviceable condition and
a number of vehicles are new
Vehicles that have been boarded
will be replaced when stocks are
available

(11) Maintenance 1s carried out at
Kokstad and Umtata

(2) Yes

(a) Patrols are carried out 1n the rural
areas utilising available transport Pa-
trols are also conducted with the
assistance of members of the Public
Order Police Unit

were at any stage employed by the Police,
if so,

(2) whether these persons are still employed
by the Police, if not, {a) when and (b) for
what reasons did they ccase to be in the
employ of the Police,

(3) whether a firm of attorneys was appointed
by the State to represent these persons In
connection with therr alleged 1involvement
in the Motherwell car bombing 1n Decem-
ber 1989, 1f not, what 1s the position 1n this
regard, if so, what are the relevant details,

(4) whether any money has been paid by the
State to these attorneys, if so, (a) what
amourts and (b) in connection with what
matters?

N3350

The MINISTER FOR SAFETY AND SECU-
RITY

(1} Yes

(2) Yes, two (2) members only The two
members are under suspension pending
the Motherwell bomb case The other three
(3) members were discharged

{(a) 30 November 1994
31 January 1995
31 August 1995

(b) All three were discharged for medical
reasons

{(3) Yes

The firm Van der Merwe and Bester
Attormeys were appointed to represent the
smd persons 1n the cniminal case

(4} Yes
(a) R482 300,96

(b) For legal costs and imbursements
including fees for advocates ap-
pointed by them

I i Wbl g |
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New saféty body

to advige
E’ IO,‘-'- jngat(}en QJan :intn*

Renee Grawitzky

IN WHAT has been
hailed as abold initiative
from labour and a first in
the mining mdustry,
Gencor’s board of direc-
tors has appointed a
subcommittee which
includes labour repre-
sentation to advise the
board on health, safety

and environmental
18s5ues,

The subcommittee,
headed by Gencor direc-

tor and CEO of Engen
Rob Angel, met for the
first time last month to
consider and review
Gencor policy on the
three issues.

The subcommittee in-
cludes experts in these
ficlds :

Subcommittee mem-
ber and head of the Na-
tional Umon of
Mineworkers’  health
and safety unit, Fleur
Plimmer, said yesterday
this represented a “bold
and positive move on the
part of Gencor. -

“The challenge to the
union was to see if it
could make a positive
contribution to health
and safety manage-
ment,” Plimmer said.

The first meeting pro-
vided the union with an

ingight into :develop- ¢

i
] 1
iwﬂ‘* LY,
N

¥

cncor ~
(A

areas where attention
was needed.

The subcommittee,
besides reviewing cur-
rent policies, would eval-
uate Gencor’s position ;
with regard to mterna-
tional trends and prac-
tices, and “investigate .
incidents of non-compli-
ance and major risk ex- |
posures”, she said.

The  subcommittee
would also momtor Gen-
cor'’s performance in re-

d to compliance with
egislation and in ferms
of health, safety and en- |
vironmental responsibil- |
ity in accordance with
stated goals and objec-
tives and the adoption of
acceptable  industry
practices. |

Meanwhile yester- ]
day, the mineral and en-
ergy affairs department
said a three-year cadét
traning programme’ for |
mining inspectors, run I
in conjunction with the |
Witwatersrand  Tech-
nikon, was “on track”.

The Cabinet, in the
face of a shortage of in-
spectors, approved fund-
ing of about R3m to train |
more. The department
approved the appoint-
ment of 50 trainee mine
inspectors at the begin-
ning of the year.
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State advisers water
down Bill on minin

Linda Ensor

CAPE TOWN — The controversial proposal
in the drafi Mine Health and Safety Bill,
which places the onus on mine owners and
managers to prove their neghgence was not
the cause of a mining accident, has been
watered down by the state’s law advisers.

Despite strong objections by labour, the
government mining engineer Dick Bakker
proposed that instead of shifting the onus,
the onus of proof on the state should rather
be lowered.

The Bill is being discussed by th:ﬁpar-
hhamentary mineral and energy affairs
standing committee, which has yet to
decide on this clause,

The Chamber of Mines and minmg hous-
es such as Gencor strongly objected to the
reversal of onus, saymng it was “totally un-
acceptable” and unconstitutional in that 1t
overturned the presumption of mmnocence.
The National Union of Mineworkers, how-
ever, argued that this was necessary 1f the
safety provisions of the legislation were to
be enforced.

Bakker proposed that the nature of the
proof required be changed from “beyond
reasonable doubt” to “on the balance of
probabilities” without shafting the onus en-
tirely on mine owners and managers to

prove their innocence
The balance of probahilities test would

applgz_@ oD 17 {9

the 1ssue of neghgence only, wath
all other elements of the charge having to
be proved beyond reasonable doubt.

Bakker said most miming accidents were
caused by a lack of proper systems and
traimng, but the attormey-general often
turned down recommendations for prosecu-
tion, saying the cases could easily be de-
fended by employers

Employers could say they took some
steps, such as providing tramming or n-
stafhng systems, which would give rise to
the reasonable doubt about whether these
steps were sufficient to prevent the acer-
dent, Bakker said.

He noted that the proposal had been dis-
cussed with Judge Leon, who chaired the
commigsion of inquiry mto mine safety
Leon, after talks with constitutional ex-
perts, had saad he “could live with this”

Law adviser Halion Cheadle said the
statute was mtended to get mine owners to
mstal and maintain safe systems.

Regarding the other controversial pro-
vision for “vicarious liability”, which would
make mine owners and managers respon-
sable if mine workers did not comply with
the provisions of the legislation, Cheadie
said he was persuaded that “there 18 no
good reason for the inclusion of a criminal

vicarious liability provision”.
The Bill’s other clauses provided suffi-

cient hability for negligence, he saxd

—
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asier to con\nct owners of

neghgence after accidents

By Waghied Misbach
Political Reporter

T WILL now be easier for the state to
convict mine owners and managers
of neghgence after a safety acci-
dent, according to the new Mine,
Health and Safety Bili agreed on 1n Par-
liament yesterday
Despite vehement objections by the
Chamber of Mines, which sent a
strongly worded letter on Monday to
the parliamentary portfolio commuttee,
all the political parties agreed to
mclude the clause in the new Biil
Offences under this clause carry a
- maximum penalty of one year’s 1mpris-
nnn’lent
~-This now means that the state can
presume that the owners or managers of
‘a rne are hable for a safety and health
accident
R It 15 now up to owners and managers
utn prove their innocence
> Ih its letter, the Chamber of Mines

said the principle of making 1t easier 10
convict mne managers and owners 18
an “extremely sertous policy decision™

“Such a step 1s considered to be
wrong and pntantmlly very harmful to
all parties”

The letter said that a number of
countries abroad did not include this
kind of provision in their legislation on
mining health and safety

Rejected examples

However, the law firm of Professor
Halton Cheadle (a portfolio commitice
member) rejected these examples in a
letter to Marcel Golding, chairperson of
the portfolio commuttee

Calling the chamber’s statements
“msleading and incorrect”, Mi~Bren-
dan Barry, a spokesman for the law firm
Cheadle Thompson, Haysom said that a
number of countries had similar claus-
es

Barry ciied the examples of the United
Kinedom, Canada and New Zealand




all to prosecute

212 . .
er g disaster

Rﬁ- ' g’ ?E) R
JOHANNESBURG - An inguest and
imquiry mto the disaster at the Vaal Reefs
gold mine last year, 11 which 104 people
were killed, recommended today that the
mining company be prosecuted for culpa-
ble homicide !

Mr Justice Ramon Leon, who headed
the mguiry and joint inquest 1nto the d1s-
aster 1 No 2 shaft near Orkney on May 10,
also found that acts andfor omissions by
five employees amounted to culpable homi-
cide

i Delwvering his report 1n Johannesburg,

* Judge Leon said, the Vaal Reefs Explo-
rration and Mining Company was liable for
prosecution for culpable homicide

"y He said the mine managex at the time,
1 K Muir, had been neghgent in his duties
put this did not amount to culpable homi-
cide .

Soon after the report was delivered, the
president of the National Union of
Mineworkers, James Motlatsi, saxd Judge
Leon’s judgment was straightforward: and .
he' had clearly found the mine gulty -

Sapa. | " ‘ :




‘Crucial information was not disclosed’

Prosecute
Vaal Reefs,

(212)
2D ial¢{qb

ianiI‘y urges

Renee Grawitzky

A JOINT imquest-inquiry has recom-
mended that Vaal Reefs mine and five
of its employees be prosecuted for cul-
pable homicide following the death of
104 mineworkers a year ago

Judge Ramon Leon, chairman of the
joint inquest-inquiry mto the disaster
at Vaal Reefs No 2 shaft on May 10,
and two assessors, Arnold McKenzie
and May Hermanus, presented the re-
port yesterday. It urges the attorney-
general to prosecute two contract
workers from Concor, an underground
electrician, the shaft mine' overseer
and the section engineer

Tsepang Mpota, the driver of loco-
motive 54B which crashed down the
shaft, landing on 104 workers, will not
face charges of culpable homicide, He
was found negligent for contravening
section 37 in the Minerals Act because
he endangered the safety of employees
However, “while his neghgence was
one of the direct causes of the accident,
he 18 not guilty of culpable homicade be-
cause a reasonable person in his posi-
f1on would not have foreseen the pos-
s1btlity of death”

The report found certain employees
failed to disclose crucial information
about the state of the locomotive to the
police, mineral and energy afiairs de-
partment officials and mine manage-
ment, despite knowing about this be-

fore the accident A senior employee
had also tampered with documents be-
fore giving evidence

National Umon of Mineworkers
president James Motlatsi said® “We
have always said responsibihty for
health and safety rests with mine man-
agement ” The union mndicated that it
would launch avil action against the
mine on behalf of the families of the
deceased

Anglo American gold and uranium
division chairman Bobby Godsell said:
“Management fully accepts its respon-
s1bility for designing and maintaiming
safe mimes”, but all employees and
umons had to play a role mn ensuring
safe work practices

Godsell called for a meeting on safe-
ty with all unions to examine ways of
fully involving employees 1 safety
management systems,

Government mining engineer Dick
Bakker said “Justice must now take
its course However, we are pleased
that Vaal Reefs will be prosecuted as
there are far more causes (for the dis-
aster)than negligence by workers.”

The ANC said responsibility for en-
suring comphance with safety regula-
t10ns was not managenient’s alone, but
had to mnvolve all stakeholders

The mquest-inquiry had to deter-
mime amongst others whether the

Continued on Page 2

teps. ‘
Ennggﬁ:mpemployees failed to take

heed that such an accident could occur,

despite a simular accident

tered the pune 8

_ however, t0 take rea-

i 1992

e under power en-
when a locomofiv e e ey

and the mine failed to install adequate

] dent

safety devices to prevent this accl
Ltgun sa1d one of the durect cauﬂesf of
the acadent was not the design of a

proper safety device but the absence of

an RSJ stopblock which was being

such an extent that 1t would have
tr?m away at the shghtest touch of
control lever; the neghgent act anb.
omnssions of the driver, and the h? >
sence of adequate safety devices W ¢ _
would have stopped the lo comotive en

tering the shait.
Se%:eral indirect causes Were men-

tioned, including non-complhiance Wl :
rules; msufficient traxmneg, and weak
nesses 1 communication and demar-

cating responsibilities on the mine
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Vaal Reefs likely to face :*
yours ol el Saiae

By Ross HERBERT

Johannesburg — Years of legal
wrangling will be just one conse-
quence of Judge Ramon Leon's
recommendation yesterday that
Vaal Reefs Mining and Exploration
be prosecuted for culpable homu-
ade over the disaster that killed
104 workers last May

After Leon’s finding, Anglo
American called for a summut
meetmg with all its runing urions
to try to improve mine safety
o« Meanwhule, the NUM vowed
to begin avil lawsuuts agamnst Vaal
Reefs, 1ts managers and 1ts officers

“We won't wait for the out-
come of criminal cases”, sad
Brendan Barry, an attorney at
Cheadle Thompson & Hayson,
which 1s representing the NUM

“The findings and evidence 1s
damning and the company wil
have to decide whether 1t wants to
defend itself or settle in awl
cases "

If the company 1s prosecuted
and found gwlty of culpable

same crime Potenhally, they cuuld
be sentenced to jail terms under

the Criminat Pmcedums At 4

Dick Bakker; the acting govern-
ment mining engiheer, said
breaches of the Minerals Act
would also be prosecuted, in-
cluding the midmght meeting
after the Aacadent ~ where
employees and managers alleged-
ly modified records and log books

“Management fully accepts 1is

responsibility for deslgmng and
mamtainng safe manes, but all

employees ... can and must play |

their role 1n ensunng safe work

practices each and every shift” |

said Bobby Godsell, the chairman
of Anglo’s gﬂid and urarutm dm—
SI0N. §

Bakker said the acadent was
more severe than most, but it
stemmed from the same weak
management,, poor conformance
to standards and neglect that char-
acterised acadents across the
industry
[JHow has the industry’s safety
record changed as a result? See the

homicide, its directors could also  Busness Report safety report card on
be personally charged with the Page19 “
ey
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Anglo has SA’s highest gold mine mwmw-—m@

By Ross HERBERT

Johannesburg — The tragedy that
killed 104 muners last year at Vaal
Reets nspired horror across the
muning industry, but how much has
day-to-day minung safety changed
since then?

Which mines have improved
mune safety and where has 1t
dechined, and how should the
government, workers or the public
evaluate company safety pertor-
mance?

A Business Report analysis of
safety data from the Chamber of
Mines and the government mining
engineer shows that Anglo
American had the highest gold min-
ing tatality rate of all the major mun-
ing houses last year — even it the
104 Vaal Reets muners’ deaths are
excluded trom 1ts total fatalities

A single vear or a single acaident
does not necessarily reflect the state
ot the industry or the progress that
has been made However, as Dick
Bakker, the acting government min-
g engineer, said yesterday after
the findings on the Vaal Reefs
mnquiry were announced, there 1s a
common thread between the con-
tributing causes of the Vaal Reefs
tragedy and the causes of the thou-
sands of routine accdents every
year

“In almost every acadent, one
can find the same underlying caus-
es (as Vaal Reefs) There 15 a lack of
management systems, sUpervision,
tramming, and neghgence and a lax
enforcement of standards There 1s
an absolute need for strict regula-
tion We cannct have self regulation
because things end up hke they are
now,” Bakker said

The gold mining industry yustifi-
ably stands the greatest safety
scrutiny In terms of the total num-
bers, gold munes employ far more
workers and produce far more
ijuries and fatahties than other
forms of mining

However, when size 15 taken
into account, gold mrung 1s also far
more dangerous for individual
workers For example, the fatality
rate — numbers of fatalities a 1 000
workers — has been roughly 10
fimes as high 1n gold mines as coal
mines over the past decade

One nternational system of
measuring the severity of the safety
problem 1nvelves assigning every

-Gold mines fatalities
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acaident a number of days lost by
workers, depending on the extent of
injuries  Under this svstem, morni-
tored by the Satety i Minng
Research Advisory Councll, a death
would count as 6 000 days lost and
the loss of a hand would count for
3 000 days lost

The number of days lost 1s tal-
lied for every mine over three years
To put the picture in perspechive,
the entire diamond rmining sector
had about as many days lost last
year as the Libanon gold mune
alone The 61 coal munes tracked by
the government minng engineer’s
office last year lost a total of
1,26 milhon worker days, fewer
than 1n the Freegold munes alone

Last year, Gold Fields and Sasol
had the hughest coal nurung fataity
rates 1,29 and 1,1 Other coal min-
ers were significantly lower 0,19 for
Anglo, 0,38 for Gencor, 0,24 for
Lonrho and 0,33 for Iscor

How did Anglo American and
the other mining houses perform n
the gold sector?

According to Chamber of Mines
figures, for every 1000 workers
Anglo had a fatality rate last year of
1,83 compared to a gold mumng
average of 0,93, excluding the Vaal
Reefs deaths

Anglo Amernican’s rate, exclud-
g the Vaal Reef’s fatalihes, is 1,11,
a slight decline trom 1994’s rate of
1,14 but still hugher than any of the
other mining houses

The gold murung fatahty record
at Randgold and Gengold
worsened last year, while Anglo
Vaal and JCI made small improve-
ments 1n thewr gold munng fatality
rates

The most significant 1mprove-
ment was registered by Gold Fields,
whuch achueved a 41 percent drop in
its fatality rate last year

Looking at a single measure-
ment 15 not enough Gold Felds
made sigruficant progress in fatah-
ties last year, but its mjury rate last
year and mn five of the last seven
years was the highest in the mndus-
try when measured by the number
of ijuries resulhng mn a 14-day or
longer hospital stay, which must be
reported to the government From
1989 to 1994, 1ts gold minung tatality
rate was also substantally above
the other mimng houses

Karl van Gessel, who 1s respon-
sible for safety at Anglo American’s
gold and uramum operations, said
the company has made a substanhial
mvestment n safety traimng, sys-
tems for montoring underground
seismic achvity and in the mmple-
mentation of new underground
support systems

Over seven years, Anglo’s fatah-
ty and ijury rates have declined,
but only modestly

“There has not been much of a
decline 1n acadents, that I would
agree with On effort on seismic
accidents particularly I would give
us an A In absolute results I would
say we have done poorly Where we
fall down 15 probably in mvolve-
ment ot the work force We need a
lot more worker involvement,” Van
Gessel said

Over the long term sigruficant
progress has been made on injuries,
but fatality rates have dechned less
significantly

In 1970, gold mines m the
Chamber of Mines had an myury
rate of 58,95 a 1000 workers Last
year 1t was 18,54 The fatality rate
over the same period fluctuated
from 1,23 in 1970 to 1,43 m 1978 to
1,03 1n 1994, with rates between 1,15
and 1,22 1n most years

There a wide variety of causes
for acadents, trom heat stroke to

Gold 3_=mm_.n=rmn_ _3‘33 ow.@.n:m& al oqo.ioq_ﬁmqw_

fMining House Mine Tatal  Dealths Injuries 14-day Inunes
deaths per1000 needingi4 per 1000
workers  hospdal days wotkers
1 Anglo American  Vaal Heels 142 306 905 19 49
Anglo Amenican  Elandsrand 19 224 148 17 46
Anglo Amenican  Western Deep Levels 38 216 515 29 30
 Gengold St Helena 8 197 76 1876
Gold Fields Leeudoorn 14 174 191 2375
Anglo American  Western Holdings 21 138 33 2181
Randgold ERPM 9 134 108 1602
Gengold ' Buffelsfontein g 131 78 1138
Anglo Amencan  President Brand 13 130 213 2122
Gengeld ? Untsel 3 122 69 28 02
Gold Fields Kloot 14 117 326 27 20
Gengold Kinross 7 103 110 1621
Gold Fields Deelkraal 6 100 272 45 20
Anglo American  Saaiplaas 8 094 247 29 10
Handgold Durban Deep i (093 G 568
JCI HJ Joel 3 093 a3 1023
Anglo Amencan  Freegold Metallurgy 3 oM 10 304
Anglovaal ET Consolidated 2 088 13 577
Randgold Blyvooruitzicht 3 0 86 69 19 88
Gold Fields ? Dogrnfontein 3 (83 126 34 95
Randgold Harmony 12 082 270 18 35
Anglo Amenican  Freegold Engineening 2 Q80 13 518
Anglo Amencan  President Steyn 10 076 259 19 61
Anglovaal Loraing 5 072 25 362
(sengeld Winkelhaak 5 070 52 726
Gold Fields Libanon 6 064 186 1985
(Gold Fields East Dreifontein 7 059 275 2304
Anglovaal Hartbeestfontem 10 0 55 181 g 99
Gengoild Leshe i 053 34 1810
Gold Felds West Driefontein 7 049 308 21 49
Gengold Beatnx 3 0 46 101 15 53
JC! Western Areas 5 042 91 761
Anglo Amenican  Freddies 6 041 396 27 G0
JCl Randiontein Estates 4 026 81 532
Anglovaal Village Main Reef 0 000 1 7 87
Gengold Barbertan 0 000 3 3 81
Gengold Grootvlel 0 G Q0 20 1028
% Taken over by Rendgold 22 December 1945 2 Taker aver by Rangold 1 January 1996
4 Taken over by Rancgold 8 November 1985 4 Taken over by Randgold 1 Febuary 1935

explosions to machinery problems
Many are impossible to predict or
prevent
The single most deadly category
of acaidents 1s among the most pre-
ventable what the industry calls
falls of ground, which mclude the
fall of loose rock, sudden bursts of
rock due to hugh pressure and falls
caused by tremors or other seismic
events

Last year falls of ground
accounted for 30 percent of all
reportable tnjuries and 59 percent of
the 309 fatalities on the Chamber’s
gold mines, excluding Vaal Reefs

According to Kieth Spencer, the
general manager of gold operations
at Gold Fields, the company
reduced tatalites last year by
expanding the use of best practices
to prevent falls of ground, ncluding
a wider use of hydrauhc supports,
which prevent rock falls during
seismic events better than tracition-
al wooden supports

The company has also
employed more precise ignition sys-
tems for blasting and a system
known as backfilling, in which
mined out cavities are filled m with
a muxture of crushed rock, water

rate
2e) 19)u 96

and concrete By hiling vacant
space, the system cuts down on
tremors that result trom the gradual
collapse of old mining areas

Van Gessel argues that backfill
has been around tor hve vears but
its safetv-enhancng value accumu-
lates over fime It has only begun to
produce benetits for Anglo 1n the
past two years, but promuses future
benefits

Unuons and government imspec-
tors stll complamn that South
Africa’s progress has been tar slow-
er than 1n other counires

“There has been effectively no
change n the rate ot casualties due
to talls ot ground and rockbursts,”
said Guner Gurtunca, the manager
ot rock engineering at Miningtek

The increasing depth of South
Atrican munes is part of the prob-
lem the deeper the mune, the more
pressure and generally the more
severe the acaident when a fall of
ground occurs Gold Frelds and
Anglo have more deep mines than
the other munng houses, and JCl1s
about the shallowest

A bigger and more solvable
problem is tailure by the industry to
consistently apply the safety tech-
niques that it has at its disposal,
Bakker smd Rock supports are
otten used improperly, blasting
techruques are poor, new technolo-
gy 15 adopted slowly and workers
have only a vague understanding of
why certain procedures improve
safety, he saad

And too often, as was the case in
Vaal Reefs, common-sense proce-
dures are ignored

The mquury found, for example,
that the mune’s electricians had
intentionally bypassed one of the
key safety systems on a quarter of
1ts locomotives

South Africa could cut its under-
ground rockfall casualties by 30 to
40 percent 1f the best practices were
used across the industry, Gurtunca
and other experts said

“I think the message to industry
1s they must not be lax as they
obviously have been,” sad Derek
Baker, an mspector in the govern-
ment mimng engineer’s office and
one of three people mvolved m
writing the Vaal Reefs findings

“The record-keeping i this case
was pathetic Hopefully this will get
the message across to the mdustry
that that 15 no excuse,” he said
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Call to charg

Inguiry urges that Vaal Reefs and five employees be tried for culpable homicide,

but management has not come down on those found responsible

By JusTicE NIALALA
Labour Reporter

o disctplmary acthion has
Nbeen taken by manage-
ment against the five Vaal
Reefs gold mine employees found
responsible for the neghgent and
unlawful deaths of 104 mune-
workers who died 1 last year’s
disaster there
The mquest-cum-mquiry nio
the disaster, headed by Mr Jushice
Ramon Leon, yesterday recom-
mended to the attorney-general
that the mune, two of 1is officials
and three mmeworkers be charged
with culpable homuade
Charmaine Russell, spokesman
for Vaal Reefs nune owners Anglo
Amenican, said management had

not ittated any action against
any of the five found responsible
Disaplinary achon would be taken
agamnst the men only 1f they were
found guilty m a court of law

Releasing his findings m Jo-
hannesburg to a hall packed with
Anglo executives and labour lead-
ers, Judge Leon said the manager
of the mune before the acadent
had also been neghgent but was
not guilty of culpable honuade

The inquest found the driver of
the locomotive was not responst-
ble for the deaths and was guilty
only of contravening safety regu-
lations of the Minerais Act A re-
lieved Tsepang Mpota started sob-
bing when he heard this

Judge Leon said the company
should be charged with culpable

homiade because of the cumula-
nive effect of the indirect causes of
the acadent These mcluded un-
satisfactory procedures and weak-
nesses mn the system relating to
parking of locomotives, the electri-
cal department, weak commuru-
cation, development of standards
and an “attitude of fatalism”

The three mineworkers tound
gulty are Ndwandwe Khoza, Vic-
tor Cako and Mlindeh Quluba,
who had used the locomotive that
caused the acadent on the after-
noon before the tragedy

Officials Hendnk Wood senior
and Marthinus Jansen van Rens-
burg were found guwlty, prima
facte, of culpable homicide be-
cause a safety device, the stop-
block, was not m place

The mquest found that elec-
trician Khoza and the two other
mineworkers had used the locoon
the afternoon before the acadent
“and had experienced the danger-
ous state 1t was in but had failed to
report it or take 1t out of service”

The mguiry found the accident
had several causes — the loco and
the man carriage were parked na
prohubited area, the electric crcust
of loco 54B was bridged out and
damaged to such an extent that
the loco would run away at the
shghtest touch of the control lever,
the absence of an adequate safety
device that would have stopped
the man carnage and the loco
from entering the shaft, and the
opening of both shoulders of the
humble hook safety device

Union plans court action over compensation for families

By Justice NIALALA

The National Uruon of Minework-
ers imtends filng cvil suits against
the Vaal Reefs Exploration and
Mining Company for compensa-
tion on behalf of the fanulies of its
members who died m the loco-
motive cisaster last year

NUM president James Motlats:
said the fmdings of the inquest-
mquiry vindicated much of what
the umion had been saying over

the years on improving safety and
health measures on rmunes

Of the 104 dead, 94 were NUM
members Although a figure has
not yet been worked out, the urion
said compensation for the famihes
would run into millions of rands

“Tt 15 the first trme n the hustory
of the muung industry that a rune
has been found Lable for prosecu-
tion. (It 15 also) the first tme man-
agement has been nightly held re-
sponsible for its fallure to provide

decent health and safety conditions
on the mine, and we welcome 1t “
Anglo American Corporation
said the report needed to be stud-
1ed thoroughly Gold and uranium
division chairman Bobby Godsell
sard he intended to mvite all the
relevant umons and employee
associations to a safety summut to
examine ways of implementing
the tull mvolvement of emplovees
in safety management systems
He expressed concern at the

continumg high level of fatal accr-
dents among gold minung compa-
rues serviced by the division

The ANC said thg, finding
would help put a spoflight on
safety regulations in the industry

The famities of the dead mine-
workers have already received the
usual benefits due to them from
the mine and are in hne for grants
from the Vaal Reefs trust fund,
which has receved more than

R10-mullion 1 donations
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Loco dnvgr s tear

By WILLIAM-MERVIN GUMEDE

Tsepang Mipota, driver of the
Vaal Reefs mine locomotive that
fel down a shaft killng 104
wuhers 1n a lift cage, wept when
he heard he would not be charg-
ed with culpable homicide

Mr Justice Ramon Leon,
charrman of the jomt mquesi-
mquary into the hlay 10 disaster
at Vaal Reefs’ No 2 shalft, said on
Thursday “While his negligence
was one of the direct causes of
the acecident, he 18 not guilty of
culpable homicide because a
reasonable person 1 hus posi-
t1on would not have foreseen the
possibility of death ™

After the verdict was deli-
vered, Mpota (38) headed for the
Orkney memorial to the 104
workers, bent down )5frnnt of it

and praye 212

0 Lﬁ]; Erelief

sald
Although for Mpota, after 11

months of “hiving hell” testifying
_and waiting smce the accident,
ithe worst 1s over, there 1s more
{o come
Found negligent for contra-
venmg section 37 of the Minerals
Act because he endangered em-
ployees, he faces another round
of hearings
His lawyer, Selwyn Sient,

in pure rehef,’ he

said “When I picked up Tsepang
on Thursday mormng he had a
big bag packed with clothes, say-
mg that m the event he had to go
{o jail he should at least have

some spare clothes ™

Mpota said his famuy in Le-
sotho, expeciing him to be jailed,

had already said their farewells

L i g A g e R g B e T
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¢ Tears of relief

The nquest-ingquiry report urged the attorney-gen-

eral to prosecute two contract workers irom Concor, ate

underground electrician, the mime shaft overseer and
the sechion engineer It found that employees had failed
to disclose information about the locomotive’s condi-
tion to police, mine management and government of-
ficials, and that a semor employee tampered with doc-
uments before giving evidence |

Judge Leon said there was evidence that the deaths
could have been foreseen and that a reasonable person
in the situation of those charged would have guarded
agamst that possibthty He said the mine had failed to
mstall adequate safety devices to prevent the meident

Anglo American gold and uramum division chief
Bobby Godsell said management accepted responsibil-
1ty tor designing and mammtaimng safe mimes and called
for a meeting with umons to find ways to mclude
eniployees 1n safety management systems

National Umon of Mimeworkers president James
Motlats1 saxd “It 1s the first time management has
rghtly been held responsible for its faiure to provide
decent health and safety conditions on mies”

_—
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THE recommendaiion by Judge Ramon
Leon that Vaal Reefs be prosecuted for
culpable homicide followmg last year's
accident 1n which 104 miners perished was
taken stoically by Bobby Godsell, chair-
man of Anglo American’s Gold and Ura-
mum diviston, winch manages the mine

“The report 15 a substantial document
which we need to study thoroughly,” says
Mr Godsell, who called for a safety sum-
mit nvolving management, unions and
employee associations

«] am concerned about the continung
mgh level of fatal accr-
dents among the gold-min-

By JULIE WALKER

relevant bodies will be snvited to attend a
safety summit to explore ways of 1mple-
menting better safety procedure

The mquest and mnquiry into the accr-
dent found that acts and/or omissions by
five employees of Vaal Reefs amounted to
culpable homicide The employees COll-
travened the Mmerals Act

The report says that the locomotiive
which plunged down the No 2 shaft onto a
cage carrying the men who
died had been standing i a

1ng companies serviced by
this division

«Management fully ac-
cepts 1ts responsibilities
for designing and main-
taining safe mines, but all
employees must play their
role 1n ensuring safe work
practices each and every
shift,” says the labour re-
lations specialist.

«T am convinced that we
will not see a meaningful
reduction until we can L
work together with em- :
ployees and unons 1t a ful- L

prolibited area, 1ts electrl-
eal cireuit had been dam-
aged to such an extent that
it would run away at the
shightest touch, its driver
had continued o operaie
the locomotive in spite of
its bemg defective, 1t had
not been mspected before
use, and there was no ad-
equate safety device (o
prevent 1t entermg the
shaft ‘
| James DNloilaisi, presk-
] i dent of the National Union

,ﬁ ; of Mineworkers, welcomes

~.§ the recommendation 10

ly cooperative effort ”

Mr Godsell says man- BOBBY GODSELL prosecute fhe DuUNE, but

agement fully accepts the

role of umons 1m draitng

mine health and safety regulations as pro-
vided for 1n the new draft law, as well as
the unions’ role in health and safety com-
mittees and in momtormg procedure by
sull-tume and part-time stewards

“In fact, we are not aware of any major
difference between ourselves and organ-
1sed labour on these subjects Why then
should we delay any longer 1 combming
our efforts, resources and 1deas to make
this mdustry a safer place to work?”’

Mr Godsell says Anglo’s mines will not
wait for the new law to be fully mmple-
mented They will start to bring about the
structures for which the law provides All

sympathises with the
workers who were found
gmlty because they had been following
instructions “They cannot refuse to work
even when insiructions are dangerous,”
he says
The report criticises mine electrician
Nwandwe Khoza, who had known that the
locomotive was 1n a dangerous state and
the circuits bridged out at the time of the
accident “He knew 1t was hmghly danger-
ous but sent this potentially lethal instru-
ment back into the workplace,” says Mr
Leon
Vaal Reefs shares lost 300c to R402 on
Friday. The mine’s market capitalisation
1s R7,7-hillion




By CAROL PATON

TSEPANG MPOTA’s
year of hell ended this
week when Mr Justice
Ramon Leon delivered
his report into the Vaal
Reefs mine accident at
Orkney in which 104
mineworkers died on
Vay 10 last year.

Mr Mpota, a 31-year-old
Mosotho miner, was the driver of {he lo-
comotive that plunged down a liit shaft,
smashing into a loaded cage carrying the
miners down the shaft

As Judge Leon presented his findings t«
a packed room of mme managers, gov-
ernment and union officials, an inter-
preter provided a whispered translation
to Mr Mpota, who sat at the back of the
room with his head bowed

He had arrived at the hearing that
morning with his attorney, Selwyn
Silent

Mr Silent said “When I met Tsepang at
our offices 1n Klerksdorp this morning, he
had brought a bag packed with clothes and

p al belongings He thought that the
judgment, like the inquiry where he tes-
tified, would take a couple of days ”

When the short proceedings ended,
declaring him not guilty of culpable homi-
cide, Mr Mpota was unable to speak and
sat 'sobbmg into his hands He then em-
braced his attorney, the man who had seen
him through “the worst time of his life”

“People at home were worried that to-
day he was going to jail,” said Mr Silent.
“This judgment has come as a surprise to
him and he has expressed what he feels
through his tears,” he said

The inquiry found that the Vaal Reefs
mine and five employees were prima fa-

cie guilty of culpable homicide

The five employees had either fatled to
report the dangerous state of the loco-
motive after using it or, in the case of the
section engineer and mine overseer, had
failed to install a safety device which
would have prevented the accident

Mr Mpota was found to be negligent and
guilty of contravening the Minerals Act
and certain mimng regulations, but the
judge said he “would not have foreseen
the possibility of death” as a result of his
actions,

On the evening of May 10 1995, when Mr
Mpota arrived on duty, he had checked the
locomotive before.inserting a plug that

3 |
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Mine disaster driver’s

EARS OF RELIEF

powered 1t But as soon as he did so, the
vehicle ran away towards the shaft He
had tred to stop it, was unsuccessful and
jumped off

The locomotive smashed into the shaft
at the same timne as the cage carrying 104
miners was traveiling down The impact
detached the cage from 1ts cable, causing
it to plunge down the shaft

Seconds later, his workmates arrived
on the scene to find Mr Mpota “crving
terribly and screaming”

“I could see that he was frightened, he
could not stand stilll  ,” saird a witness

Speaking through Mr Silent on Friday,
Mr Mpota said that he had spent the pre-
vious mght at the Number 2 shaft where
the accident took place and where his
brother still works “People came to my
room and they were all very happy for me
But, I have decided that I cannot go back
to working 1n the mne ”

“Tsepang will be gomg home to Lesotho
today, to take the good news to lus wife
and three children,” said Mr Silent

On his way through the mining town of
Orkney he will pass the memorial to those
who died, a place he told Mr Silent that “1
will go and visit to pray one day ”
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Woman in a man’s world  Ehizabeth Kau, tasked with ensuring the
safety of her male colleagues, believes that she can make a difference

Quiet, yet determined pioneer

Um:Wm_ch 8:&:&19 the task of makin

with wolf whistles — part of the job for tirst wo

w mines safe — and n_m,m,::@

—

man mine inspector

By Lee-AnNR ALFREDS

othing about Elizabeth Kau
Z-mruﬁm “proneer” She 1s just
your typical South African

twenty-something — non-assuming,
softly-spoken, confident but a bit shy

Or, rather, that 1s how she would
come across 1f you judged a book by
1ts cover

But Kau (22) has been where few
other women have and i she attams
her goal, danger will become part of
her life

For Kau 1s an apprentice mine n-
spector - one of two women presently
in trarning who will become the first
women to work underground, moru-
toring safety conditions on South Af-
rican mines

It 1s not a job Kau ever thought she
would end up domng, but when the op-
portunity came up, she jumped at 1t

“After matriculattng 1n 1992 I first
tried my hand at archutecture, but gave
that up after six months Then I stud-
1ed electrical engineermg at technucal

2i2. ) Adav z2|d 196 )
“I in my sécond year of eng-

neermg when I saw the Department of
Mineral and Energy Affaurs’ advertise-
ment callng on black people mnterest-
ed mn bemng mine mspectors, to apply
for therr afirmative-achon project I
immechately sent mmy CV and here |

am,” she said
Kau said the attractions of the job

‘They blasted ...
| thought the
mine was going

—_—— —

to collapse’

were that 1t was not a typical profes-
sion for women, and that 1t would
give her an opporturuty to improve
the working conditions of miners

“Maybe, this Emw.. I'll be able to
make a difference,” she said

She 1s determined, despite South
Africa’s poor mune-safety record and
the prospect of spending life deep

“It was cold and dark and { was
very scared the first ttme I went down
a mune When they blasted, 1 thought
the mine was gomng to collapse But
once you have been down lots of
times, you forget you are under-
ground,” Kau said

It also does not bother Kau that she
will be a woman 1n man’s world

“The males on the course are fine,
but when I go down the munes, the
mineworkers whistle at me when I
pass them 1 could not believe 1t the
first ime 1t happened, but I justignore
1t,” she said

Fellow students Aaron Nkos! and
Lovely Cemarne think it 1s fine women
are on the course “It's okay because
we now all have equal opporturuties,”
Cemane said

Fred Wilmans, a group leader of
the project, said the department had
embarked on the affirmative-action
project because of the lack of nune -
spectors in the country

After the students graduate, the
course 1s to be taken over by the Wit-

college the earth m swelterig conditions watersrand Technikon
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THE Vaal Reefs mme disaster on
May 10 last year m which 104 mme
workers were killed elicited a har-
rage of attacks over who was re-
sponsible, with mnitial blame put at

e door of mine management

The recommendations of the
Jomt inquest-inquiry into the disas-
ter, released last week and which
called for the prosecution of the
mine for culpable homicide, was
taken up as a political victory by the
labour movement

This attitude 1s understandable
In view of past adversaimalism sur-
rounding the issue of health and
safety However, perhaps both par-
ties should move %mwcum point-scor-
g and rhetoric into a mode
designed to ensure that such acci-
dents donot happen again

The “naihng” of mine manage-
ment shifted the focus away from
the fact that the inquest-inquary did
not target only the mine as an en-
tity, but recommended that five em-
ployees, including NUM members,
be prosecuted for culpable homicide

Besides these charges, theyand a
number of other employees, includ-

e —————— PARLY VIEW

ing the drver of the locomotive, face
charges of contravening the Miner-
als Act and regulations.

Anglo American has stated safe-
ty 1s a responsibility of all parties —
with the onus resting on mine man-
agement to ensure a culture of safe-
ty 18 created and the necessary con-
ditions put 1n place to achieve this

It is questionable, 1n view of the
findings, whether such conditions
were 1n place at the mine at the time
of the aceident

This could partly be due to hier-
archical reporting structuies. The
overriding impression created dur-
mg the proceedings was the perpet-
uation of a “them and us” atititude,
with each witness attempting to ab-
solve himself of any blame or re-
sponsibility and a remforcement of
archaic management structures

Arnold McKenzie, one of the as-
Sessors, said in a separate report
that the safety culture on the mine
wag not well estabhshed

Employees were 1nclined to say
“th1s 18 not my responsibility”, and
although safety was preached on the

-

mine, employees were still inchned

_ RENEE GRAWITZKY

to sacrifice safety “in order to get the
rock out of the mine”

This raises the age-old conflict
between costs and safety which was
highlighted in the 1960 maquiry into
the Coalbrook Colliery disaster in
which 437 people died

The report acknowledged thdt
‘mining 1s mherently dangerous
both to life and health” and that em-
Ployers had to bear the cost for safe-
ty measures.

“Thus a perpetual conflict of 1n-
terest arises .. as to the nature and
extent of the safety measures that
may be considered reasonably prac-
tical and reasonably necessary ”

It is important to examme the
reasons provided for recommending
the prosecution of the mine

The relevant provision of the
Criminal Procedure Act provides
that any act or omission on the part
of a director or employee of a com-
pany could for be imputed to the
company, if those acts or omissions
were done m the furtherance of the

Management and employees to blame for di aster

(z2n) &b 2bjylq

business of the company Therefore
the company could be convicted of
culpable homacide on the basis of the
conduct of 1ts employees

The mdirect causes of the acci-
dent include problems associated
with the locomotive parked in a pro-
hibited area and the associated non-
comphance of procedures tolerated
on level 56 where the accident oc-
curred Questions were raised re-
garding the traiming of locomotive
drivers and the traming of electr1-
cians and underground section elec-
tricians, the general state of the
electrical department where sub-
standard equipment remamed in
use and msufficient communication
at the mine and between the shafis
on accident information and re-
hance on outdated safety standards

Although the mine faces charges,
the inquest-inquiry did not find the
former two mine managers or the
current mine manager prima facie
guilty of culpable homicide

The report said both the mine
manager at the time of the accident
and the engineering manager, who
took up therr positions just prior to

the accident, were not informed
about past accidents or about indg-
pendent safety audits of the shafts

T'sepang Mpota, the driver of the
locomotive wall not face charges of
culpable homicide because although
his neghigence was one of the dir&dt
causes of the accident, 1t was found
that “a reasonable person 1n his pb-
sifion would not have foreseen the
possibility of death”

The recommendation that fite
employees face culpable homicide
charges was based on their direct ifi-
volvement in the accident erther by
bridging out the electric circuit of
the locomotive and their failure ‘to
report the dangerous condition of
the locomotive, or not ensuring a
safety device was m place -

Labour’s attempt to turn the
finding against the mmne 1into a -
hitical victory undermines not only
the spirit of the recommendations
that safety should be approached m
a non-partisan way, but also de-
tracts irom the full findings of thys
probe which show that mine man-
agement and employees were re-
sponsible for the disaster




The mining industry is about
to introduce a state-of-the-
art health and safety sytem,
reporis Eddie Koch

REVOLUTIONARY health
and safety Bill for the mm-
mg mdustry — along with
last week’s dramatic find-
of the mquury mto the
Vaal Reefs disaster — will give thou-
sands of workers who expenence
some of the worst safety standards m
the world a state-of-the-art system for
managing underground accidents
Judge RN Leon’s finding that mine

management was mamly to blame for
the gnisly death of 104 workers at the

Vaal Reefs gold mine, combmed with
provisions m the new draft law that
could make mine owners automati-
cally guilty of homcide unless they
can prove they took strict measures to
prevent accidents, will place the rmn-
mg mdustry under unprecedented
pressure to clean up its safety record

Leon ruled that the driver of a loco-
motive which ploughed mnto an
underground hft at Vaal Reefs was
not prnimarnly to blame He recom-
mended mstead that the company, a
former manager of the mne and two
senior hne-management officials be
charged with neghgence and culpa-
ble homicde

The judgment contrasts dramat-
cally wath that of the official mquury
into the accident at Kimross m 1986,
when 177 people died 1in the worst
tragedy i the lustory of gold mumng
1 South Africa Management at Kin-
ross was exonerated and a welder
was convicted of two mimor counts of
breaching the Mines and Works Act,
and fined R100 —less than 60c a hife

“Thas 1s the first occasion in the
history of mine accidents that I know
of i which a mine manager has been
held to account for the causes of a
disaster,” says the National Umon of
Mineworker's (NUM) health and
safety co-ordmator Fleur Phmmer
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Dark days: Mourners at the funeral for the Vaal Reefs victims. Management has been blamed for the accident

“Together with the mine’s health and
safety Bill, 1t will help to end the cul-
ture of ichm-blaming that has so far
characterised accident mquiries.”

Leon chaired the official inquiry mto
the causes of the Vaal Reefs accident,
and was assisted by May Hermanus
from the labour movement and Amold
McKenzie from the office of the Gov-
ernment Minmg Engineer Hs report
found pruna face ennidence that two
men at the top of the line-manage-
ment structure of the mane, Hendrik
Wood (shaft overseer) and Marthunus
van Rensburg (section engmeer), were
gulty of culpable hormeaide, along with
Frank Khoza (section electrician), Vic-
tor Cako and Mhndeh Quluba (loco-
motive drivers)

The report recommends that the
Vaal Reefs Minng and Exploration
Company should be charged with
culpable homaide ~nd that a former
manager at the mmne, a Mr Mur, be
charged with negligence for failing to
deal wath warning signals that had
emanated from a similar accident on
the nune m 1982

far too supmne an athtude, leaving

the whole matter to ‘the engmeers’ .,
It seems to us that any reasonable
person m the position of a mine man-

ager ought to take all reasonably prac-
ticable steps to  ensure, as far as is
reasonably practicable, that adequate
steps are bemng taken to prevent sirm-
lar occurrences m future ”

The driver of the locomotive that
plunged down a shaft into a cage
bringing runers to the surface was
found not gwlty of culpable hom-
cide, although Leon ruled that he
should face minor charges of negh-
gence The matter has been referred
to the attorney general’s office, wihach
1$ expected to bring cnminal charges

It adds: “He [the manager] adopted

against the mine and some of 1ts
most semor officials

The recent judicial and legislative
innovations — bound to affect the
fate of thousands of workers who are
mjured or killied every year on the
mines — reflect a profound shift mn
the amount of power that nune own-
ers are able to wield over government
policy since the 1994 elechions

A number of muneworkers’ leaders
have taken high government posi-
tions simce the elections President
Nelson Mandela 1s honorary presi-
dent of the umon, Marcel Golding,
head of the parliamentary porttoho
comnuttee that brokered the new
Bill, is the NUM's former assistant
general secretary, and chief constitu-
tional negotiator Cynl Ramaphosa
was its general secretary

‘From having a really weak
system, we are now on the
verge of implementing
some of the best
Iegislation in the wnrld’

ol Y 25 S |

This shift i the nature of the state
is the major reason why mine compa-
mes have agreed to negotiate a law

that will create a modern system of
health and safety management in the
mmdustry The Bill, due to be tabled in
Parharment early next month, includes
many clauses the umon fought for
unsuccessiully in the decade before
govermment power changed hands

One of 1ts most controversial provi-
sions states that, m the case of a fatal
accident, an mdividual mine man-
ager will be hable for crimmnal prose-
cuhon unless he can prove reason-
able steps were taken to prevent the
causes of the incdent

“The Bill explicitly shafts the bur-
den on to a mine manager to prove he
1s mnocent, because ef the enormous
responsibihity these officials have for
protecting the lives of thousands of
workers,” says Phmmer “It is a mat-
ter of principle for us If this law
applied at the time of the Vaal Reefs
accident, the mine managers would
have been obliged to prove they did
everything possible to preventit ”

The country’s large mimng corpo-

rations are strongly opposed to
the “reversal of onus” clause
and are considermg a Consttutional
Court challenge if Parhamcnt keeps it
when the legislation is passed, on
grounds that it contravenes the basic
right to be presumed mnocent until
proven guilty
“if an offence 1s committed by a
member of staff, the manager and
owner of the mune will be presumed
gullty of the same offence In its cur-
rent form, the Bill gives more nghts to
a common crummnal, robber or rapist
than it does to a mine manager,” says
John Stewart, head of safety man-
agement at the Chamber of Mines
Apart from thns fundamental dis-
agreement, the draft law 1s a “con-
sensual product” of intense “trnipar-
tite” bargaining and negotiation

between unions, the major mirung
houses and the Department of Min-
eral and Energy Affairs It provnides
for

@ Elected health and safety repre-
sentatives who will participate in all
safety management systems on
mines Workers will also be able to
elect a full-time health and safety
representative who will carry out this
task with full pay

® Jomnt health and safety commut-
tees made up of elected workers and
sernor management officials, with the

PHOTCGRAPH HENNER FRANKENFELD

power to implement policy decisions

@ A revamped mnes mspectorate
which will, in effect, create an
expanded government agency made
up of people expenenced m occupa-
tional health and mdustrial hygiene

® A mandatory system of risk
assessment on every mine, according
to which management will be obhged
to 1dentify potential hazards and
design systems to ehminate, control
or minimuse the risk (The rnisk
assessment system 18 hnked to the
controversial clause which makes
management criminally culpable for
fatal accidents unless 1t can prove
procedures outhned m the Bill were
comphed with }

@® The nght of workers to a free flow
of information about risk assess-
ment, accident statistics, codes of
practice, accident mquiries and
occupatonal disease statistics

® The right of workers to refuse to
work if they have “reasonable justifi-
cation” to beheve a sernous danger 15
present

® Hazard awareness traing for
workers before they start employ-
ment, at regular intervals and before
any major changes to the production
Process

Indusiry and labour agree that
they have come up with a state-of-the

art system to munimse fatal acci-
dents on the mines Says Phmmer-
"From having a really weak system,
we are now on the verge of imple-
menting some of the best legislation
m the world ”

Adds Stewart "It 1s fully up-to-date
legislation, m line with a recent inter-
national Labour Orgamsation conven-
tion on mne safety that has yet to be
rafified In that context, without hav-

mg stuched all other mine safety legis-
lation, we must surely rank among
the most progressive i the world ”
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HUNDREDS of thousands of ex-
miners could have occupational dis-
eases and compensation .payable

rands

This disturbing evidence of the
high burden of mining-related dis-
ease 1n South African rural areas
has emerged from a scientifie study
in the Transkel. When the results
are extrapolated over all areas In
southern Africa from which min-
g labour has traditionally been
drawn, an alarming picture
emerges.

However, Bobby Godsell, chair-
man of Anglo American Corpora-
tion’s gold and uranium division,
has warned against extrapolation.

«] gay emphatically that we need
to be extremely cautious. The study
needs to be supported by other
research.

«In particular, 1 would like to see
a control study done In a rural area
where no recruitment to the mines
took place. This conld help to show
how much disease - 111 particular
tuberculosis - should be attributed
to mumng and how much to other
causes.”

Mr Godsell has nevertheless
referred to the study as “gn 1mpor-
tant event in the life of the mining
industry 1n South Africa”.

«We are distressed at what the
study has revealed,” he said.

“Phere 1s clearly a s€rrous prob-
lem which the industry will have to
address.

«“But 1 don’t know whether 1t’s
ever possible (0 fully compensate
for the past

«In a mature and dechining gold
mining mdustry the choice may well
be between redressing past injus-
tices and proteciing present Jobs.”

The preliminary results of the

this year, ndicate that about 55% of
a sample of ex-mners in the Libode
distriet of the Eastern Cape have
| pneumoconiosis (dust diseases,
| including siiicosis) with or without
ruberculosis, to a degree that would

the Occupational Diseases il Mines
| and Works Act

Details of the research are con-
tained 1n a preliminary report to be
published 1n the South African Med-
ieal Journal

In mid-1995 researchers Anna

antr 23 4196

could run into several billions of

allow for compensation 11 terms of

Trapido and Nokuzola Mqoqgi visit-
ed hospitals in and around Umtata
to assess the level of compliance
with the Act, which stipulates that
mineworkers are entitled to an
annual medical examination and
to compensation if they have an
occupational disease.

Ms Trapido and Ms Mqogi found
tittle awareness of these statutory
provisions among doctors and
health administrators.

Their subsequent study, whieh
examined a random gelection of
miners taken from the reerintment
records of the Employment Bureau
of Africa for the Libode district
confirms a huge burden of untreat-
ed disease.

The ERU study provided for a
full hospital examination, meluding
X-rays and lung-function tests, of
about 500 ex-miners over a 12-day
period.

The results show that of the first
150 men examined, 13 percent had
tuberculosis only, 23 percent had
tuberculosis and pneumoconmsis
and.a further 32 pereent had pneu-
moconiosis only.

These results were confirmed by
a second medical opinion and are
now being re-examtned by the cer-
hification committee of the Medical
Bureau of Occupational Diseases.
Tony Davies, the recently-retired
chief director of accupational health
and the doctor who did the random
sample and volunteer examinations
at Libode, estimated that around
r5 miliion 1n compensation would
be required for the men he had
examined

When these results are extrapo-
lated to the total population of min-
ers recruiied in Libode between
1969 and 1980, the estimate leaps to
around R70million.

The ERU’s director, Brian
williams, has pointed out that if
the mners from this single magis-
terial district were to be compen-
sated according to the law, nearly
all the national compensation fund
of about R80 million a year would
be consumed.

“It also probably means that com-
pensation payable across all the
mine recruitment areas in S
Africa and some neighbouring states
could easily amount to several bhil-
l10ns of rands.

«It 1§ now 1mperative,” he added,
uthat the key players in muning sit
down with government and serl-
ously address the issues whieh this
research has raised.”
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Mines, unions at loggerheads over disease-stud
Afar 29|

By Davip RoOBBINS
Health Writer

Reports that hundreds of ex-
muners from a single magstert-
al dstrict in the former Trans-
ker are suffermng from an
occupational ~ disease  that
would allow for compensation
has sparked a sertes of warn-
mgs from the various parties

mvolved
The National Union of Mine-

~workers’ health and safety co-

ordmator Fluer Phmmer, quot-

_ed m aweekend newspaper, put

the blame for the situation on
the munung ndustry for allow-
g unhealthy work conditions
Research conducted under
the auspices of the Epidemo-
logical Research Urat (ERU) has
establlshe/d that more than 50%
of ex-miners recruited between
1969 and 1980 n the Libode

| district of the Eastern Cape are

suffering from prneumoconiosis

(dust-related diseases), some
1‘|

with and some without tuber-
culosts, to a degree that would
allow for compensation 1n
terms of the Occupational Dis-
eases 1n Mines and Works Act

The ERU’s director Dr Brian
Williams pointed out that, if
the results of the study were
extrapolated across all rural
areas from which mmers have
traditionally been recruited,
billions of rands could be
owing to tens of thousands of
diseased muners all over south-
ern Africa

Williams added that, if the
mmers from Libode were
compensated 1n accordance
with the law, nearly all of the
national compensation fund of
about R80-mullion a year would
be depleted

However, Bobby Godsell,
charrman of Anglo Amencan
Corporation’s Gold and Uranz-
um Division, has warned

against the dangets of extrapo-
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Anglo’s Bobby Godsell ...
“further research needed”,

lation

“I say emphatically that we
should be extremely cautious
The study needs to be support-
ed by other research

“In particular, I would hke
to see a control study done in a
rural area where no recrut-

ment to the mumes took place

~ T

findings

212
oW wh2her
y

“But I don't
1t's ever possible to fully com-
pensate for the past,” he added
“In a mature and dechining
gold mumng industry, the
choice may well be between re-
dressing past mjushices and
protecting present jobs ”

The study was done by re-
searchers Anna Trapido and
Nokuzola Mqog: who, in mud-
1995, visited hospitals m and
around Umtata, and found ht-
tle awareness of the statutory
PIovisSIOns

They subsequently exam-
med a random selection of min-
ers — taken from the 1969-1980
recrurtment records of The Em-
ployment Bureau of Africa for
the Libode magsterral district -
and found a large burden of
non-compensated occupational
disease
B See Page 19 for the first n a
three-part seres of articles on

this important health 1ssue
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New evidence fuels the debate over occupational diseases, finds Health Writer

David Robbins, in the first of a series of three articles focusing on this sensitive issue

g Yor a long tume ents
™4 have simmered about the
R. level of disease m Southern
African rural areas whuch for
more than a century have sup-
phied South African mines with
therr vital supply of labour

Anecdotal evidence has ind:-
cated the burden placed on these
rural commuruties by the mining
industry 1s extremely onerous

On the other hand, some sa-
entists have argued the causes of
high disease levels in the rural
areas (mncluding South Africa’s
former homelands) should be
sought i the socio-pohtical and
developmental realiies of the
rural areas, rather than in a single
industry

But now there 15 fresh ewnn-
dence of a more scientific kind a
random-sample study of ex-mun-
ers in the Libode magisternal dis-
trict in the old Transke1 homeland
carned out by the Epidemiology-
cal Research Urnut (ERU), whuch 1s
a small urat (with an annual bud-
get about R3-mulhion)

It 15 indirectly funded by the
Department of Health through a
levy on the muming mdustry as
lard down by the Occupational
Drseases in Mines and Works Act
(ODMWA).

The function of the ERU has,
since 1fs inception m 1979, been to
carry out research mto muning
chiseases

Acco to documents in the
files of the National Centre for Oc-
cupational Health (NCOH), the
research carried out 1n previous
years was “first class” but “large-
ly restricted to white miners”

No surprnises here, smce the
ODMWAtself restricted compen-
sation for occupational diseases
suffered by black miners to only
10% of that paid to white mmers

The law was changed m 1993,
and at the same time the ERU was
entrusted wath the task of devel-
oping 1ts work “in ways that will
effechively address the problems
of health and safety for all mm-
ors”

Thas 15 the context in whach the
Libode study was carried out

In rmud-1995, researchers Anna
Trapido and Nokuzola Mgoqi vis-

Just for the record... Anna Trapido bases her research on a rural community

ited hospitals in the Umtata area
to assess the degree of comphance
with the ODMWA, whach stipu-
lates ex-mineworkers are entitled
to a six-monthly benefit examina-
tion and to compensation if suf-
fering from an occupational dis-
ease

Lattle awareness of these statu-
tory provisions on the part of doc-
tors and health admimstrators
was found

Trapido, who holds a biolog-
cal anthropology degree from
Cambridge mn ge United King-
dom, takes up the story “We
wanted to assess the burden of oc-
cupational disease mn a rural com-
munity, and we were greatly as-
sisted m this by the discovery of
complete recrtutment records for
Libode, a mag.eral district situ-
ated between Umtata and Port St
Johns ”

The records were those of The
Employment Bureau of Africa
(Teba), whaich had recnated 11 706
miners from Libode between 1969
and 1980

To accurately determine the
prevalence of disease, Trapido
needed to take a analysis of 400

men “In fact, we doubled up to
800 to account for possible
deaths ”

The sample was randomly se-
lected according to accepted sa-
entiic procedures Then the
process of tracing the former min-
ers began

“The commumtes, as well as
the staff of Teba in Umtata, were
astonishingly helpful,” Trapido
says

“In fact, they were able to ac-
count for all 800 men

| Resuits
| present a
' sombre

— — [ ST ——— S —

| picture for
| the industry

“Although 446 were found to
be dead and a further 116 were
still working 1n the mmes, the re-
maining 238 were brought to St
Barnabas Hospital in Libode
where willing staff assisted with
the task of preparmng them for the

—_——_—

—————

ODMWA benefit examinattons ”

In additton, a further 264 “vol-
unteers”, with a murumum of 10
years' experience m high-dust
mining jobs, were also examtned

Working at a rate of more than
40 examinations a day, Prof Tony
Davies, the recently-retired chuef
director of Occupational Health,
exammned 500 ex-muners m 12
days

His diagnoses were venfied by
a second opmion provided by Dr
Chfford Panter of NCOH

The results present a sombre
picture of the burden of disease,
much of 1t undoubtedly caused
by the muning mdustry, on a rural
commurnty

«  Inats submission to the recent

Leon Commussion on mirung, the
Chamber of Mines referred to an

“alleced” burden of disease
which would require ngorous sa-
entific research to substantiate

The results which have now
been published from Libode de-
ta1] the condition of the first 150
men to be examiuned, 105 of them
from the random-sample Teba
registers, and 45 from the 264
“volunteers”

They show that of these 150,
13% had tuberculosis only, 23%
had tuberculosis plus pneumoco-
ntosis, and a further 32% had
pheumoconiosis only

All these results are currently
being venfied by the certification
commuttee of the Medical Bureau
of  Occupational  Diseases
(MBOD)

According to the ODMWA,
compensation must be paid to
muners who have worked at least
200 shufts n hugh-risk work and
who are suffering from pneumo-
contosis (dust diseases like silico-
515)

If tuberculosss 1s also present,
hugher compensation 1s paid

Tuberculosis onits own s only
compensatable within a year of
the affected muner leaving the
mines

Actual cash amounts mvolved
In compensation vary according
to length of service and other van-
ables, however, a reasonable aver-
age would be between R10 000
and R30 000

Prof Davies esimates that this
works out to about R5-mithion 1n
compensation for those men ex-
amined 1n the study

[f the results are apphed to the
full population of recrints be-
tween 1969 and 1980, the figure
leaps to around R70-mullion

According to the ERU’s direc-
tor, Dr Brian Williams, 1f the Li-
bode results are taken as a general
guide, a figure of “several billions
of rand” could be required to
compensate diseased ex-miners
hiving n rural areas all over south-
ern Africa

Dr Lettte le Grange, medical
adviser to the Chamber of Mines,
said the chamber would need to
see the written-up research before
commenting on it

“We must also wait for the
findings of the certification com-
nmttee of MBOD

“When these are to hand, we'll
certamly consider the facts,” Le
Grange said

In spite of this cautious ap-
proach, the ERU research seemns
more than hikely to provide con-
siderable food for thought for the
entire mining industry

T e e 5y A R O TV —
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der scrutiny ... a former miner waits to be examined during the Libode study on occupational

"-==3es in southern Africa.

Dr Brian Brink, Anglo Amer-
e Corporation’s health manag-
was mvited with other hugh-

- wano munmg officrals to Libode
wie the ERU study was in
WTESS

.y
“There can be no doubt”

Further
research
needs to be

done, says
Anglo chief

"k says, “that the research has
] carefully prepared and exe-
~1 and we are going to have fo

with the results
“When it comes to occupation-

1 2ea%e, we must be account-

— Ty

"

Bobby Godsell, chairman of
Anglo’s gold and uranaum divi-
s10n, says steps are already being
taken to match individual miners
at Libode with their muning med-
1cal records

“The study illustrates how -
perative 1t 1s to mawntain effechve
disease monitoring durmg em-
ployment and how important the
exit medical examination 1s

“We are using this study to re-
double our efforts to provide a
quality service in these areas,

“It's 1n everyone’s interests —
the mdividual mmer’s, society’s,
and also our own - that we do ”

However, Godsell stresses that
to extrapolate from this one small
study to the southern African re-
gion as a whole 1s dangerous.

He said. “I say emphatically
that we need to be extremely cau-

hous”
Godsell also thinks that the Li-

——

bode study needs to be supported
by other research which might

help to illuminate some of the

“causative assumptions” made.
“In particular, I would like to

see a control study done m a rural

area where no recrurtment to the |

mines took place
“Thas could help to show how

much disease ~ m particular tu-
berculosts ~ should be attributed
to miring and how much to other
causes such as poverty and un-
healthy living conditions ”

In spite of these reservations,
however, the possibility 1s that
many southern African rural com-
murnities are shouldering a debili-
tating burden of occupational dis-

ease
The queshions 1s° What can be

done about 1t?

B See The Star tomorrow for the
second arficle mn thiq comec

EDITORIAL VAL PIENAAR

hurch in Southern Africa

" P.O. Box 21
Lfn Langa Township
IT. 1455
RCU Tel: 53 - 5713
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"R217,7m (R177m),

West Dnefoe%elél t@s L‘a_}’t qa&ﬂaze

Business Day Reporter =12
iI:‘OIREFIGHTII\TG teams were last nigh:h a; Hattling

mine, a Driefontem Consolidated Limited
spokesman said,

The fire was discovered in an area served by the
No 7 shaft and no casualties had been reported

Prototeams also gealed off the East Driefontein
mine to prevent a second fire, reported yesterday in
the No 4 subvertical shaft, from spreading. The cause
of the fires was still unknown,

© management said stoping crews had been

relocated to other areas to minimise production loss-
es. The effect on production would be assessedlater,

Early this month it was reported that East Drie-
fontein lifted working profit to R157,4m (R100,7m)
for the March quarter. Gold production mereaged to
6 740,7kg (5 920,0kg).

Driefontem . Consolidated, , which- meludes the
West Driefontein mine, increased profit after tax to

' ¢ |
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Passes hyrgje

DRAFT legislation 10 Improve safe.
1y on mines wyg 4pproved by the
Nationaj Assembly’s mmeral and
€nergy affanrs Commiittee yester.

day after three mop, th

y
sof ?sg
negotiation, / /2" mf
The Mine %71:}: and Safety

Bill1s to be debated by the Nation-

al Assembly op, May 9 (
The b PIoposes th ééq% -
€Isand em

ployees be Obliged to

identify healip; and safety hazards
Ol mines and i

Iinimise a5d
contro] these. ., S1i

v |
It also provideis for eémployees |
to be represented On health'and

safety COmmittees, - /
- [ S "
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Libode study must be used to prevent the current generation of miners being riddled with disease
only 1n the early 1980s that the mhﬂw...‘wc \WHM g therr

By Dawvip RoseINS
Health Writer

q p ecent research at Libode in
iw the Eastern Cape has
4. Qgraphucally illustrated the
hkely burden ot muung-related
disease placed on rural commuru-
tres throughout southern Atrica

Examinations on ex-miners re-
crutted in the 1970s in Libode has
revealed that more than 50%
could be compensatable, and 1if
these results are extrapolated over
southern Africa as a whole, the
compensation costs will run into
billions ot rands

But what has caused this
heavy disease load in the first
place, and what 1s being done to
improve the situation tor the
countrv’s present and future
muner populations?

Health problems in the mines
take many forms - not least those
to do with sight, hearing and
physical capabihity —but our focus
must remain on the lungs At Li-

L

g

bode, alarmmngly hugh levels of

pneumocorosis (mncluding stlico-
s1s and obstructive airways dis-
ease)and tuberculosis were found
in the ex-miners examined

Pneumoconiosis 15 indis-
putably a mining related disease
It 1s caused by long exposure to
dust m generally restricted envi-
ronments, and it's “progressive”
which means that 1t can continue
to develop long after the exposure
has ceased It needs to be added,
though, that obstructive airways
disease (similar to emphysema)
can also be caused by smoking
The source of tuberculosis, on
the other hand, 1s more difficult to
pin down. While doctors agree
that the presence of pneumoco-
mosis, especially sthcosis, predis-
poses the sufferer to TB as well,
1t’s difhcult to tell whether the lat-
ter disease can be said to onginate
on the mines, where stress and
close ving conditions might ard
the spread, or in the wider world
beyond the tence

It's probably a combination of

both, says Dr Gavin Churchyard,
|

head of internal medicane at
Anglo Amernican’s Ernest Oppen-
hermer Hospital in Welkom He
pornts to studies which show that
well over 90% of new mining re-
cruits have already been infected
in therr home environments or
previous jobs by the TB bacillus

Taking these considerations
mnto account, what is being done
on the munes themselves? How
many of the current generation ot
muners will end their days nddled
with occupational lung diseases?

When the early muners hrst
scrambled mto their hand-dug
holes, there could have been hittle
thought for safety or health As
operations progressed and be-
came more tormal — and as min-
ers began to die — these things de-
manded more attention

But awareness of the real prob-
lems dawned gradually It was
only in the 1950s, for example,
that the increasingly obvious links
between dust and pneumoconio-
sts gave nise to the practice of wet-
ting the stopes

Legislation followed which
increased protection tor those
who totled underground Dust
control measures have been tight-
ened up through this legislation,
as have been the general responsi-
bilittes ot the mining companies

In South Atrica, however, the

law changed to place the respon-
sibility tor treatment on the mune

Today, no muner 1s supposed
to be sent home until bus TB 1s
cured or at least 15 being treated
And trom the good munes, no
MINErs are

process was A glance at the
skewed by racial - facilities at
considerations The |  HVE@HR ﬂmmm& Anglo’s Emest
Medical Bureau tor ! : Oppenhetmer

Occupational Dis- L@ mmﬁﬁm. Hospital  con-
ease (MBOD) was ot oo e - firms that a lugh
established to keep ﬂmﬁﬁ@ m#eﬁ standard of
a check on the ¢ . health care and
health of white & Emﬂun:m occupational dis-
miners - during ease morutormng 1s

and atter their careers Black muin-
ers were supposed to be x-raved
on the nunes at regular inters als

On the best mines, they were
But not a lot of pneumoconiosis
was picked up, simply because so
much of it developed after the
men had stopped mining

The presence ot TB 1n a black
muner tradittonally resulted i his
dismissal and repatniation Itrwas

being roufmnely carried out New
recruits are extensively examuned
betore they join the mune No men
suftering trom TB are taken on —
unless ot course they have work-
ed on an Anglo mine betore
Thereafter, all miners are ex-
amined once a year, a process
which includes x-rays and lung-
tunction tests Finally, a full-scale
extt examunation ensures that

careers are sent home healthy

But wall all this prevent a repe-
tition of the Libode resulis? The
mune doctors I spoke to at Ernest
Oppenhemmer Hospital are scept-
cal As Dr Colin Eisenstemn, a
medical consultant to Anglo’s
Gold and Uraruum Division, puts
1t “You have to realise that there
are two distinct responsibilities
One 1s on the mines, the other 1s
beyond the fence The structures
are in place to prevent a repetition
of Libode But responsibility pass-
es beyond our control once the
muner leaves our employment ”

Then, as we have seen, pneu-
moconiosis 1S probably left to
“progress” (there 1s no effective
treatment) without anyone notic-
ing sufficiently to consider the
miner’s legal right to compensa-
tion And what happens with TB
1s anyone’s guess

“Health systems in the rural
areas stmply aren’t geared to look
for occupational disease,” says
Fisensten “The question, now, 1s

Ktaw ;|5[9L

not to cast around looking for
somewhere to lay the blame, but
how we can start to bndge the
gap between the responsibility on
our mnes and the responsibility,
presumably of the state, beyond ”

This gap between the two re-
sponstbihties 1s indicated by a
glance at the TB control pro-
grammes currently being carned
out at all Anglo’s gold mines in
the Free State [t 1s 1n the results of
the programume that the gap 1s
most dearly dlumimned

Although new recrunts are free
of active TB, the madence of the
disease among a population of
about 70000 muners currently
stands at 1 000 per 100 000 (1%)
Does this mean that something
terrible happens to these men on
the mines?

Churchyard, who 1s also chair-
man of the TB control programme
on the Free State mines, says
hostel living 1s having some, but
not a sigruficant, effect on the
transmurston of the disease

Thd'pont which Churchyard

and other muning doctors make 1s
that the mumung population 1s not
1solated Miners pass to and fro
between therr compounds and
the communities outside They
also go home to the rural areas for
their annual hohdays

And now, of course, the ability
of HIV to accelerate the spread
and progress of the disease 1s ex-
acerbating an already serious
problem whuch festers in the gap
between the responsibility given
to the mines, and that which must
be assumed for the world beyond

The way ahead wall be fraught
with difficulties South Africa has
a right to know whether the work
at Oppenhemmer Hospital 1s repre-
sentative of the mirung mdustry
as a whole South Africaalsohasa
responsibility to ensure that those
entrusted with the governance
and execution of muning take
steps to bridge the gap between
the efforts of the mining houses
on the one hand and those of state
health to improve the general
level of rural care on the other




ave shifted the onus of abilities”, thug making conviction easier tq

Proof onto mne owners to proye they were obtain Golding ga,d the legislation provid-

not Teésponsible for mine accidentg ed for a neyw regulatory ﬁ'amewurk, a new

Committee chairmay Marce] Golding et of rightg and obligatione and an ep.
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Mine safety Bill
supRor d by all

CAPE TOWN —The Mine Health
and Safety Bill was read a-gecond
tnngﬁin ihe National Assembly
yesterday and received support
from all parties

Introducing the debate, Miner-
al and Energy Affairs Mimster
Pik Botha said it would take very
hitle to prevent most minmng ac-
cidents. It was true that mn some
cases minmng was mherently dan-
gerous, but many accidents took
place because of poor control The
Bill was aimed at ending this.

Damage to miners’ health
could also be prevented mn almost
all cases by controlling conditions
ini the work place. W'

YANGC general secretary 'Cyril
Ramaphosa, who was National
Union of Mineworkers secretary
géneral for nine years from' 1982,
wélcomed the Ball and sard NUM
had fought for the rght of mmers
to work 1n a safe place,

The-Bill gave, mine workers
their health and ehe:l; hiyes back,
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New device to p
Bv ManoLA MITHEMBU he sm/gle?ﬂi;gvﬂd( by Western

-l

A device to prevent locomotive
acadents at nunes, which  was
demonstrated before the Leon
Comnussion of Inquiry, will be
fested ofhicially at the Western
Deep' Levels gold mune in Car-
letontville next Monday

. The device, a double active
stop-lock, was developed from

mine locomotive aceidents to be tested

Engineering and Minmng Supples
mn an effort to prevent acadents
simular to last year’s Vaal Reefs
mune shaft disaster, whach kalled
104 miners

At van Wyk, who demonstrat-
ed the R12000 device, said 1t
could stop a 50-ton locomotive
travelling at 10km /h

“The device 15 designed to

12 |¢ |96

stop a train by means of the 1m-
pact and trichon whichi1s released
by the energy of the moving
tramn,” he sad

The double stop-lock consists
of two swivel stop-blocks -
stalled 1n tandem, 4m apart, be-
tween the tracks These two stops
are mterconnected n such a way
that one stop-block 15 always in
the stop (verfical) position

-I_Fl, e
-
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Affairs  Mimster Pik clause dealing with the Proving that a serioys in-
Botha Successfully pilot-  onyg of proof1n the Pros-  juryhad occurred

ed the Mine Health and ecution of a mype owWner “Such an IMJury 18 no
Safety Bill through the Or Manager. more than g reportable
Senate esterday, de- This would allow the injury as defined in the
spite g the Houpge Chamber of Mines ang regulations,” he gard

he suspected partsmight the National Unijon of However, the accused

be unconstitutiona] Mimeworkers the oPpor-  had a full burden of proof
The Bill wag ap-  tumty to negotinte an  to estabhsh that every-
proved Unanimously, amendment. thing practicable had

Speaking during the Botha ga;g he be- been done to provide and
BilPs gecond reading, lieved the clause wag U= maintamn g gafa and
Botha said he would ag constitutional g In  healthy work environ-
President Nelson Man. many  instances the ment, he said —Sapa,
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People about the dap.

Swazis agéd
12 treated

for se

« (2172
disEx% .
Peb 29J6 |9
MANZINT, Z Hungireds
of Patients, Including
12-year-old children, at
the Manzin: regiopal
health clinic eacp
month suffer from Sex-
ually transmitted dis-
eases (STD), a Swazi-
land parllamentary
meefing has heard

Addressmg MPs at
the Manzing regional
administration head-

hurses contain the rapid
Spread of STDg n the
Manzini areg |

She said MPpg should
address constituency
meetings to sensitise
barents about the need
to mform ther children
of the dangers of STDs,
lﬂcludmg HIV and
Alds -

Ms Magwaza sad that

f

the Hedlth Ministry
would "atfange regylay

T ek L)

workshops %o educate

gers and ‘Prevention of
STDs, 1i¢luding 'HIV

and Aids*and rape -
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Flashback ..

these children were victims of the war between the MPLA and Unita.
Independence of Cabinda from the rest of Angola is still claimmng the

The fight for the
lives of many children.

PIC SOWETAN

By Vuyisile Hlatshwayo

MBABANE - Given the the dualistc system of
Swaziland’s government, the democratisation of this bas-
tion of traditionalism 1n Southern Africa my ght only come
about through political and crvi] strife

This was graphically mamfested by the frustration of
disgruntled pro-democracy advocates during the first ses-
sion of the so-called people’s parhament, a general gath-
ering of the people, at the royal Ludzidzim cattle byre
recently

For the first time 1n the history of the tiny kingdom,
the traditionalists and progressives bayed for each others’
blood over what the pro-democracy group viewed as cos-
metic political changes by King Mswati, which m any
case favour the traditionalists and the royal family

Swaziland 1s run by two systems, the traditional and
the Western The Western model works 1 the constituted
parliament, while the predommant traditiona] system
operates at the royal headquarters, Ludzidzin: Residence

Demanﬂs— of democracy

3 - o
The archlgggfipgthls dual system was the late King
Sobhuzafl, ?‘;hn advised Swazis to create a unique means
of governmeént by copying the positive values of the
Westeril. and African systems
R\ PO RPN
lﬁpg this."dual system 1s proving unworkable and

H
B
divistve because 1t does not cope with the demands of

demdcracy”” :

The gathe}iﬁg of the people’s parlltament was attend-
ed by almost 20 000, many of whom had expected they
would be able to discuss the removal of the 1973 decree
banning political parties

They also™hoped for the freedom to elect an account-
able and transparent government, the remtroduction of a
Bill of Rights and the repeal of draconan laws such as
the Industrial Relations Act and Non-Bailable Offences
Act

But the mamn outcome was that the king fired the
unpopular prime. minister, Prince Mbilini, without
replacxgg him .

~The move was welcomed by pro-democracy organisa-
tions.such, as the Swaziland Federation of Trade Unions,

the People’s United Democratic Movement apd- the ™

Swaziland Democratic Alliance -
Mswati touched a raw nerve when he announced at

TR
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the meeting that he would continue with behind-the-
SCENES appointments to his advisory body - the Swaz
National Councii

Then he appointed 21 people to the council, including
five princes and two uniomists This caused consternation
among the pro-democracy group, which had wanted to be
able to choose council members 1n a democratic fashion

When the people’s parliament closed, the pro-democ-
racy group was left with the view that 1t had been nothing
more than window dressing on the part of the king

It was felt that the traditional government would con-
tinue to dominate the Western government model, making

1t diffteult for parliament to operate freely - Afiwcan
Information Afrique
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Miner’s body found, ac ﬂd nt toll now 3

2{2

The reco yesterday of the
body of aminer at Vaal Reefs nld
mune near Orkney brings to

the number kilied 1n a rockfall t:m
Tuesday,

Seven muners injured mn the ac-
cident were still in hospital They
will be under observation for a
few more days, a mune spokes-
man said Three workers were

dlscharged yesterday

Meanwhie, rescue workers
were contimung therr search for
IMOre MISSINg Minexs

The deaths of the three mimners
have raised this year’s toll in the
gold mirung mdustry to 58 Janu-
ary had the highest toll, with 27
miners killed i accidents - Staff
Reporter
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Bheki Nxumalo

S the pressure mounts for
Pﬁ%ﬂﬁnﬂ change 1n Swaziland,
g Mswati Il has announced
a 29-person constitutional commit-
tee to draw up a new constitution for
the country
At a meeting of the nation on July
26 (a public event which anyone may
attend) held at the Ludzidzini Cattle
Byre, Swaziland's traditional capital,
the king also announced the appoint-
ment of Sibusiso Dlamini as prime
minister Dlamini is a former finance
minister and executivé diréctor of the
International Monetary Fund.

The appointments come three
months after the king promised con-
crete democratic changes at a previ-
ous meeting of the nation on May 8,
at which he fired former prime min-
ister Prince Mbilini.

The delay between the May 8
announcement and the appointments
drew criticism from the Swaziland Fed-
eration of Trade Unions (SFTU), the
opposttion People's United Democratic
Movement (Pudemo) and the media.

The constitutional committee will
travel the country, soliciting views
on what the constitution should
include It will then draw up the final
document which will be adopted at

d
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moves towai
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another meeting of the nation.

With a budget of almost R2-mil-
lion, the committee has not yet been
given a time limit, and although it
was appointed two weeks ago, has
not yet met.

The committee’'s members have
been drawn from a diverse spectrum.
While conservative membhers, includ-
ing four chiefs, have been appointed,
it also has significant litberal repre-
sentation. The SFTU’'s Themba
Msibi, Mario Masuko, a member of
Pudemo and Dr Jerry Gule of the
Institute for Democracy and Leader-

change in Swaziland

The SFTU, Pudemo and Ideal eax-
lier this year formed a coalition, the
Swaziland Democratic Alliance, to
try to force change in the couniry.

Since their members’ appoint-
ment, these groups have held a
string of meetings to decide whether
or not they should co-operate with
the comunittee.

ey have been stalling because
a 1973 decree, which bans
political activity, has not been

lifted, and because it is not yet clear
whether their members have been

ship (Ideal), are some of the more lib- _appointed as individuals or represen-

eral appointees.

L am

tatives of their organisations.

Last weekend, the SFTU called a
mass meeting where it resolved that
the appointees would take part in
the process, provided that 18
demands were met. These demands
included the immediate repeal of the
1973 decree, a guarantee that chiefs
do not harass their followers for
holding dissenting political views
and access to all media (Swaziland’s
radio, television service and Swazi
Observer newspaper are state-
owned),

There have been fewer reserva-
tions from those who are wary of the
constitutional committee about
Dlamini, who has had considerable
international experience during his
time in the IMF — even the Democ-
ratic Alliance is pleased with the
appointment. o



TERELWNT T a

!u-r'r-

e

AFRI

A —— e — i —

- Qwazi commission to draft

d

“home-grown’

r
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MBABANE — Faced with pres-
sure from both 1nternal and exter-
nal forces, King Mswat1 IIl has

finally heeded calls for democratic

reform in Swaziland

The 28-year-old king has set up
a 29-member consfitutional re-
view commuission to draft a new
“home-grown” constitution

Swaziland has been operating
as an absolute monarchy since
April 1973 when the late King
Sobhuza suspended the West-
minster-style constitution adopt-
ed at mdependence m 1963,
banned all political parties and
mtroduced the traditional Tin-
kundla (constituency) system

However, despite the ban of po-
litical parties and activities, the
country, once dubbed a peace-
loving nation, experienced =a
myriad social, economic and polit-
1cal problems The problems cul-
minated 1n a spate of strikes and
the resurgence of underground
parties and civic groups

The groups, the most notable of
which are the People’s Umnited
Democratic Movement and the

" Swaziland Federation of Trade

Unions, have since formed an al-

'_ liance called the Swaziland Demo-

CO

cratic Alhance (SDA)

The constitutronal review com-
mission represents a cross-section
of Swaz1 society, including mem-
bers of banned pohitical parties,
trade unions, employers and aca-
demcs These include Mario Ma-
suku, leader of the People’s Unit-
ed Democratic Movement, Them-
ba Msibi of the Swazland
Federafion of Trade Unions,
Muhawu Maztya of the Swaziland
Federation of Employers, Jerry
Gule of the Institution of Democ-
racy and Leadership and Nkozo
Hlatshwayo, a law lecturer at
Swaziland University

Also ncluded was Mndem
Tshabalala, a traditionahist who
was forced to resign from leading a
Tinkundla People felt Tshabalala
would frustrate the constitutional
reform exercise

The constitutional review com-
massion will visit all 55 Tinkundla
centres 1 the country and obtain
people’s views about the new con-
stitution But there have already
been some misgivings from the
SDA, which has threatened to pull
out of the commission

The SDA wanted the king to Iift
the ban on political parties forth-

A — y—
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with. It also demanded freedom of
assembly and political expression
without fear of arrest, mtimda-
fion or harassment

The SDA was also worred that
1t did not know the terms of ref-
erence of the constitutional review
commission Besides, all repre-
sentatives of the commission had

been selected by the king and his
Swaz1 National Council wathout
the consultation of the people The
SDA also dad not know the criteria
used for selection.

Bongmkos1 Dlamim, secretary
general of the People’s United
Democratic Movement, sand: “The
arbitrary hand-picking of the in-
dividuals mto the constitutional
commuassion 18 contrary to the ac-
cepted norms and practices of
democracy ”

So far, there are more ques-
tions than answers about the com-
massion due to lack of transparen-
cy Nothing has been done to allay
fears of the unknown among SDA
members Unless Mswata actively
mvolves the people m his new
socio-economic and political 1m-
tiatives, they will continue to con-
gsider them as cosmetic rather
than real changes. — AIA
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Workers die in

mine rockfall

JOHANNESBURG* Two miners

were killed 1n a rockfall in the No 9
Shaft at Free State Consolidated
Mines Limited Western Floldings

on Mggiy 111%1{[ , ? lﬂ 6
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Senate backs chief’s bid to nationalise property

LL.and call shocks Swazis

~T(ee)2z]e )96 (212D

By Tom Holloway

Mbabane — A motion by a Swazi
senator calling for the nationalisa-
tion of all land in the country has
sent shock waves through the tiny
kingdom

Prince Bhekimps, a Swazi chief
and former prime muruster, this
week moved that Muntu Dlamn,
the natural resources and energy
mumster, pilot a concessions and
partittons amendment Bill through
parltament to repeal the conces-
sions Act of 1907

The senate passed the motion
on Tuesday

In an emotional speech, the
prince referred to former Swazi
kings Mbandzem and Mswah |,
who had given concessions of vast
areas of the land to European
settlers

The prince said the land was
only loaned to them, but they had
clatmed ownershup and used and
sold 1t as they pleased This was
“essentially stealing land that had
been lent to them by the king”

The prince sard the so-called
private farm owners in Swaziland
were using land that was mutially
concession land Therefore, every-
one claiming to own land 1n

Swaziland now should be made to
give 1t back to its orgmnal and
rightful owner, the king, who
should then decide what to do
with the land

He made no mention of com-
pensatton He said 1t was “shock-
ing” that King Mswat 1II had to
buy back concession land now
needed for development when
such land already belonged to him
and the Swazi nation

A somewhat startled Dlaminy,
who unsuccessfully opposed the
motion, warned senators it would
have serous political and econom-
1c implications and would shut the

—nm- —mrm— - -so-—-——_—_—_—_—_—_—_——

door on tnvestment

Swazis, including land owners,
subsistence farmers on national
land, business leaders and cabinet
mirusters, have strongly con-
demned the motion as 1ll adwised,
shocking, unbelievable and “a
short cut to economic surcide”

Musa Hiope, the executive sec-
retary of the Federation of
Swaziland Employers said that 1f
the motion succeeded, 1t would be
unconstitutional and bad news for
Swaziland, which 15 about to
embark on democratic constitu-

tional retorms — Independent
Foreign Service
-
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Another miner killed
?st D(I}

at |

By Guy Clive

LABOUR EDITOR

Johannesburg — An East Drie-
fontein miner was killed in a shoot-
g ncident late on Wednesday
night, continuing the strife plagu-
ing Gold Frelds mines

In the past six weeks at least
28 of Gold Fields workers have
died in madents of violence at East
Driefontern, Northam Platmum
and Leeudoorn mines

The apparent motives for the
spate of kilhngs have varied from
uruon conflict between the ANC-
aligned 350 000-strong Nahonal
Union of Mineworkers and the
[FP-aligned Urnuted Workers Union
of South Africa to cnmunal ele-
ments operating within the nuning
compounds

Tito Mbowen, the labour mirus-
ter, backed a commussion of inquiry
mnto the nuning industry this week
James Motlats, the NUM president,
spoke t0 Northam Platmum work-
ers on Wednesday 1n an attempt to
persuade them to allow 600 Zulu-
speaking colleagues back mto the
mine’s hostels

v
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The Zulu workers have been
billeted outstde the hostel since
early this month when four work-
ers were killed i clashes at the
mine

Motlatst dismussed suggestions
that the killings were linked to
union factions on the mine because
Zulu-speaking muners of the
National Union of Mineworkers
formed part of those being
ostracised at the workplace

Tjoekie Grundlingh, the East
Driefontem relief manager, said
yesterday that a miner was shot
and killed in a hostel kitchen whle
a NUM meeting was taking place
nearby late on Wednesday Workers
refused to report for work after the
killing was discovered

“We've been losimg about
25 percent of our daly production
since August 16 up to and including
last mght (Wednesday)  Now
we're losing 100 percent produc-
tion,” said Grundlingh

He saxd 1 700 Zulu muners of the
12 950 workforce had been confined
to thewr hostels since August 16
when three Zulu miners were killed
at the workface
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‘Mine uni 110NS act 0

By Abdul Milazi
Labour Reporter

TRADE unions in the maming industry
took the first bold step towards ensur-
ing that the safety of workers was in
their own hands when they met
Minister of Mineral and Energy Affairs
Pannell Maduna for top-level discus-
sions on the issue on Tuesday

The decision to meet Maduna by
the Mimng Labour Caucus, a group of
s1X major trade unions and associations
representing 90 organised mine work-

ers, was to discuss the implementation
of the Mine KHealth and Safety Act

r b= 2 (E VT I N P f

whlch : nws empluyles tz( iﬂ part 1n
health and safety matters in their work-
place for the first time

The new law, facilitated by
Maduna’s predecessor Mr Pik Botha
after the May 10 1995 Vaal Reefs Mine
Disaster which claimed 104 lives,
allows trade unions to nominate repre-
sentatives to a range of mfluential bod-
1es 1 the industry

These include the Mine Health and
Safety Council and the Mimng
Qualifications Authority

Led by the National Umon of
Mmeworkers the caucus’ duty would
be to provide a forum for labour to

R T R S n e
3y’

safety

212,

develop commdn approaches to 1ssues
affecting workers

The caucus represents over three
quarters of members of registered trade
vnons 1 the industry, and therefore
allowed to nominate all the labour rep-
resentatives

NUM wvice president Senzeni
Zokwana said “Our aim 18 proper
coordinated representation for labour
in important governance structures that
have been opened by the Act to all
workers for the first time ™

Zokwana said trade umions had
been working together informaily for
more than a year

Padlnfist e
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ers killed m

accident at Leeudoorn

Four miners were killed and
three sertously mjured m an accl-
dent ;n the Number. One sub-
vertical shaft of the Leeudoorn
mine near Westonaria on Mon-
day rught

A spokesman for the Gold-
fields Minmng Company said the
accident occurred when a stage
rope broke while the men were
mspecting an Orepass 2 700m
below the surface

The names of the deceased
are being withheld' until 'therr
next-of-kin have been notified of
their deaths —5apa ;

Ao u[ﬂ%l



I Mining still the most dan
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By Thabo Leshilo

Johannesburg — A total of 942 peo-
ple, excluding muners, died in the
workplace last year, according to
the labour department’s annual
report for last year

However, mming remamns the
most hazardous industry i the
country According to statistics
from the muneral and energy affairs
department, 533 people died on the
munes last year During the same
period, 7739 were mjured and
there were 7 900 reported acaidents

In its recently released report,
the labour department sard that 1t
mnvestigated 10556 serious work-
Place accidents last year

2127)

Fatalities L
Feralfes o 0 peszerraga of all metdents
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“What 1s of most importance 15
that although there has been an
Increase in fatahties, from 913 to
942, the percentage of madents
reported has dropped from
10,18 percent to 8,92 percent” the
report sad

The trend smee 1991 showed a
1,3 percent decrease in fatalities,
after a steady 1 percent mcrease
over the previous four years (see
graph)

The report showed that the
transport industry was the most
dangerous after mimng Transport

deaths The industry had 492
deaths and 2015 accidents [ast
year, compared with 433 deaths
and 1551 acadents the previous
year The report said the number of
acadents  investigated  had
increased since the labour depart-
ment had taken over responsibility
for health and safety on the raz-
ways m 1992
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Three miners
gie bn rockfall

2{2
Three mmers were killed m a
rockfall at the West Driefontein
gold mine near Carletonville yes-
terday, i
Goldfrelds spokesman Marion
Brower said the rockfall, about
1100m below the surface, was set
off by a tremor measuring 2,7 on
the Richter scale

* He sard the tremor was “farrly
substantial in mung terms”,
addmg, that 1t was unfortunate
that such tremors were a factor of
Ifein South African munes,

* No othe; mmers were yured,
The bodzes of the dead men have
been brought fo the surface, but
thewr names will not be released
until ther next of ki have been
advised, Brower-said - Staff Re-
porter

¥
|



Viany
Wyndl;am Hartley

CAPE TOWN — More than half the
underground locomotives at Vaal
Reefs mine had been lethally tampered
with 1n the same fashion as the tramn
that caused the accrdent which claimed
104 lives in May last year, a parha-
mentary committee heard yesterday
The mineral and energy affairs com-
mittee demanded to know how preva-
lent short circuiting of safety devices
was 1n the industry, after hearing that
an immvestigation had been conducted
Government mimmng Inspector
Derek Baker told the committee that
after the accident, in which a locomo-
tive ‘plunged down a shaft onto a hit
cage' full of workers, an inspection of

A0 a/10/9
similar machines had shown that 50%
of them had been “short circuited”

He saad an investigation had been
conducted to determine how prevalent
the practice was i the miming 1indus-
try Baker did not have the details with
him and the committee asked that the
results of this 1investigation be made
available for its consideration

The electrical brndging or short cir-
cuiting of the controller boxes on the
locomotives was apparently done to
keep them operational when they de-
veloped faults

Baker said Frank Phosa, the elec-
trician who carred out the procedure
on the locomotive involved in the ac-
cident, and who faces prosecution for
culpable homicide, had told two inves-

mine locomotives ‘tampered with’

(@12 )

tigations mto the acadent he had
short-ciremited the controller because
there were no spares

Baker said Phosa had claimed that
his {raining was hopelessly inade-
quate, but this had been rejected by the
mine He said while the mine company
had claimed 1nspectors had given the
mine’s locomotives a clean hill of
health, “the fact 1s that we are hope-
lessly short of inspectors”

He told the commuttee that the rec-
ommendations of the inquest-inquiry
into the accident — that Phosa, the
mine manager at the time, and Vaal
Reefs 1tself be prosecuted for culpable
homicide — were still with the attor-
ney-general He impled that a decision
on the prosecutions wasimminent
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New mine safety systen

to prevent runaway MEEm
Ao 4|07} 4

By Parrick PHoOsSA

An underground locomotive braking

system mtended to avert mine aca-
dents stmular to last year’s Vaal Reefs
disaster were among the mnovative
mune safety devices on display at the
Blectra Mining Africa * 96 exhubttion at
Nasrec, south of Johannesburg

The system was designed by the
Deelkraal Gold Mine 1n Carletonville

unattended

The braking system consists of a
foot brake, emergency stop button,
alarm bleeper, valve block, hand
pump, brake cylinder, pump motor,
pressure switch and a reservorr tank

Schuch said the bleeper alarm
would ring to warn the drniver when
he was exceeding the speed it

“If he (the driver) does not react
withun five to eight seconds, the brak-

and has been rw@mwmnbm . ing system will be au-
without any hitches for | § tomatically achivated
a year ; Device The locomotive wall

The mune’s electri-
cal foreman Alwyn

ﬂﬂmmu-ﬂﬂn- then come to a sudden

halt,” he said

Schuch told The Star

last week accadents

_ﬁg ﬂm—@ﬂ—ﬂ Schuch said the

Deelkraal Gold Mine

could be averted if the
system was opera-
tional in all mines

A 12-ton locomotive ploughed
through three safety devices at the Vaal
Reefs Mine near Orkney last year be-
fore 1t plummeted down a 2103m

_ _069 mmumﬂnu had had acadents

with locomotives run-
ning away due to the failure of the old
hand-braking system He said the
management had deaded to mmnovate
a safe system after many of their min-
ers had sustamed mjuries through
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- i applied, hydraulic

Aot flud s released

g - - & backtothe
x>0 reservorr The spring

Is released and

brake shoes apply

pressure to wheels

1. Magnetic key activates power to hand
throttie

2. Hand throttie controls the speed
Clockwise Forward

Anti-clockwise Reverse

Neutral Normal brake

SAFETY BRaKiue Bevicss

2. Turning hand throttle in opposite direction,
past neutral, will activate the brake

3. Foot brake

4. Emergency stop activates brake
Immediately

5. Protection device |f loco exceeds 14kmvh,
alarm sounds

If, after 5 to 8 seconds, alarm 1s ignored,

shaft, crushing 104 minersmahftcage  mune acadents
Schuch said the dewvice was de- “If there 15 an accident 1n front of
signed n such a way that 1t would thelocomotive, or a hanging rock, the
check the speed of the locomotive, and  driver can just press the emergency
that a stationary locomotive could button which will achvate the brake,”
,\M.E -tun away even when it was hesad

brake automatically engages
6. Dniver locks the emergency stop button
when he leaves the locomotive -« °
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Provinces must balance ‘[]1’611‘ boo S,

John Dludlu

NATIONAL government would no longer help the
provinces finance their budget shortfalls, a move
which would force the nine regions to practice strin-
gent fiscal control, treasury sources said yesterday
Treasury officials said the proposal — to remove
the option of provinces to fall back on the national
fiscus 1n cases of overspending — was among several
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1tems on the agenda of the nm.var];s.ar estabhs ed budget
council, which brings together national and provin-
cial government finance officials

In terms of the proposal, which 1s part of a package
on the sharing of financial resources between nation-

al and provincial government, provinces would have

to balance their books after annual allocations

Northern Cape treasury head Eugene Meyer said
the new budget system, which replaced the infamous
function commattee system, was welcome 1n enfore-
ing fiscal discipline But Meyer said he was con-
cerned at the prospect that provinces mght have to
fund shortfalls even on functions over which they had
no conirol — such as welfare and health The scale of
obligatory payments, such as welfare grants, 1s de-
termined at national level

KwaZulu-Natal treasury head Sipho Shabalala
said “To me, 1t’s a question of fiscal disciplime We
have to learn that if you have R10, you have R10 and
nothing more As a treasury, we will have to send a
clear message to the departments (about spending) ”

Johann Stegmann, Western Cape finance depart-
ment and corporate services head, hailed the new
system as an 1mprovement on the function commt-
tees whach put provinces at a disadvantage, but was
reluctant to pre-empt discussions on the sticking
points at next week’s meeting of the council

The new budget system, which included a rev-
enue-sharmg formula and proposals on a 7% tax
room for provinces, had to be seen within the context
of the need to foster co-operative governance If the
proposal on dealing with budget shortfails was ac-
cepted, options for mmntammg statutory payments
would nclude using the next fiscal year’s allocations

or delaying expenditure on non-statutory votes
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Reinie Booysen

GCENGOLD was hopmg to wm-
prove productivity and safety on
its munes through its policy of pro-
moting black workers to leader-
ship positions, Gengold MD Tom
Dale said yesterday.

The fatality rate m deep-level
SA gold mmnes was unacceptable,
Dale saad

“Nining 15 a dangerous, ardu-
ous environment, and we have to
address this by putting more skills
atthe face ”

Gengold was transforming its
lahour force by educatmg black
workers and helping them obtain
blasting certificates, he said

“We are educating, tramng
and quahfying hundreds of min-
ers We want to give them career
opportunities based on merit, and
o pay themon merit.”

o ihjLo

Apart from mproved safety,
productivity at the face would also
be 1mproved, as qualified blasters
led smaller teams of miners mo-
tivated by incentive bonuses

At Gengold’s Beatrix mine,
where about one-third of the mine
had been converted to the new
structure, face advances of 20m to
o5m a month were being achieved
m some areas of the mine Thas
compared with an mdustry stan-
dard of about 8m a month

“We have establhished a founda-
tion for sustainable, sigmificant
improvements 1n productivity
over the next three to five years,”
Dale saad

Instead of one white quahfied
supervisor being n charge of 70-
100 men, covering about 100m of
stope face, there would be quah-
fied supervisors — & large propor-
t1on of them black — every 25m,

_——M
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to 15 men

About 250 miners were being
educated to standard 7 and blast-
ing certificate level each year, al-
though about 100 of these were
leaving the mines annually “We
need about 800 to 1 000 m total,”
Dale said

The management herarchies
on Gengold mines — Beatnx, Kin-
ross, Leshe, St Helena and Wim-
kelhaak — was being reduced
from eight to about five levels The
head office hierarchy had also
heen reduced from three levels to
just one. ’

In his presentation of Gengold
quarterlies this week, Dale told

mg 12

analysts the transformation of

Gengold mines was a long-term
process, and he asked the mvest-
ment commumty to be patient
about results
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Qwaziland’s Witnesses reap

the seeds of discrimination -
212 ) Aoy 30 |0 at

#

Mbabane =1 Human Rights
Adsociation of Swaziland has
taken up the case of a group of Je-
hovah's Witnesses n the Loma-
hasha rural area n southern
Gwaziand They have been for-
bidden to plough themr fields by
the area’s chuef because he 15 0p-
posed to their religious beliefs
The chuef's action followed
hard on the heels of a successful
appeal n_the Swaziland High
Court by the Jehovah's Witnesses
agamnst their recent evichion from
their homes m the chuef’s area
The Human Rights Associa-

o -executive, at the request of

!

the Jehovah's Witnesses, has met
Justice Muuster, Chief Mawent
¢ymelane, but the result of the
meetng 15 not yet known

The case 15 the latest in a nuin-
ber here m whuch deeply tradr
tonal Swaz chuefs and rural
school teachers have allegedly
vichrrised Jehovah's Witnesses.

Freedom of rehigron s still en-
rrenched m Swaziland’s 1968 In-
dependence Constitution.

But many tracitionalists claim
the Jehovah's Witnesses’ beliefs
are mcompatible with Swazi law
-nd customs. — Star Foreign Ser-
vice
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Mines: deaths/injuries ( 22/ Nv

1089 Mr A H NEL asked the Minister of
and Energy Affairs

ineral

How many (a) and (b} injunies occurred 1n the

in 1993 and (cc) dunint the penod 1 January to

31 July 1996°

The MINISTER OF MINERAL AND ENERGY

N1993E

(1) gold, (1) plaunum, (m) coal, (1v) dilamonds ° \FFAIRS
and (v) other miming sectors (aa) in 1994, (hb) (a) and (b)
(1) (aa), (bb) and (cc) (Gold Mines)
Year Accidents Fatalities Injuries Fatality Rate/ Injury Rate/

1000 1000

1994 6941 371 6 888 1,08 20,00

1995 6 338 415 6 246 1,27 19,14

1996 3520 191 3446 4

(11) (aa), (bb) and {cc) (Platinum Mines)

1996

165

Year Accidents Fatalities Injuries Fataliry Rate/ | Imjury Rate/
1 000 1 000
1994 434 24 416 0,51 8,88
1995 8358 45 832 0,38 10,71
Ti
1996 602 22 +~ 1,388
“a
[
(1) (aa), ¢bb) and {(cc) (Coal Mines)
Year Accidents Fatahties Injuries Fataluy Rate/ Inpury Rate/
1000 1000
1994 267 54 267 0,96 4,26
1905 255 31 237 0,53 4,03

(1v) (az), (bb) and (cc) (Diamond Mines)

Year Accidents Fatahities Injuries Fatality Rate/ | Injury Rate/
1000 1 000
1994 117 17 119 1,10 7,69
1995 139 12 129 0,79 848
1996 57 9 50
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2853 FRIDAY, | NOVEMBER 1996 2854
{v) (aa), (bb) and (cc) (Other Mines)
Year Accidents Fatahties Imuries Fatality Rate/ Injury Rate/
1 000 1 000
1994 277 16 271 0,38 6,47
1995 310 30 295 0,67 6,58
1996 145 17 _
SABC staff members dismissed The MINISTER FOR POSTS, TELECOMMU-

1194 Mr J J DOWRY asked the Mimster for
Posts, Telecommunications and Broadcasting ¢

(1} Whether any staff members of the SABC

(2)

were dismissed during the period 1 Janu-
ary 1996 up to the latest specified date for
which information 1s available as a result

of allegations, suspicion or proof of cor-
ruption, 1f so, how many,

whether any mvestigations are currently
being conducted against any SABC staff
members 1n regard to ailegations of cor-
ruption, 1f so, (a) how many and (b) which
post levels are invoived?

N2183E

NICATIONS AND BROADCASTING

The Chairperson of the SABC has informed me

as foliows

(1) Yes There have been twenty one (21)
people dismussed from the South African
Broadesting Corporation (SABC) for dis-

honesty/fraud during the
1996 to 30 October 1996

period 1 January

(2) (a) Currently as at 30 October 1996, nme
(9) people are implicated 1n allega-

tions of corruption

(b} Their levels range from staff levels
through to General Management
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Trapped mine 3
workers rescued

by colleagues .3
Reneé Grawitzky 212
&b 149111 |96 =
| FIFTEEN mne workers whg
had been trapped for close}
. nine hours more than 3km up:
derground 1mm Western De
Levels’ East Mine — the deéll-; *
est gold mme 1 the world =
. were rescued by 35 fellow mi':lﬁ
workers during an em«31_“g11=:11c.‘§,rl
operation -
The operation began at the
Anglo American mnune n€ax’
Carletonville yesterday 1:|:1u::|+r;_?|g-S
ing after seismic activity measz
* surmg 3 1 on the Richter scgle
trapped 15 and killed one migie
worker 3 300m underground
Anglo spokesman Jamgs
Duncan said that the early m-
dications were that the 15 men
who were brought to the surfag
were well o
However, they were tﬁ;ﬂ '
the Western Deep Levelshospy;
tal for a thorough ﬂfﬁ%‘&éi !
examination oo
The 15 irapped workers were
rescued early last mght !
Duncan said that most of the
people 1 the rescue teams were
colleagues of the mine workers
trapped underground K
“What happens is once an ac:
cident 1s reported, people con;
| verge on the stope and begm
| emergency operations.” eeed |
Three rescue teams — e:pp’}i |
team made up of exight peuple:—;é
were deployed to two dafferent
places trymng to get close to the
| area where the workers wer
trapped
By late yesterday atternoeny-
Anglo was optimistic that the
majority of the trapped mine
' workers were alive after one of
the rescue teams heard voices
commg from where they were .
trapped.
Duncan said besides hearing
| the voices, th