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‘Employers
y % o

- it’s1illegal to work unsafely
. hf‘uﬂisgf%;uwhgn“it 1s illegal to ?rurk ; r]: (L 7IFRED STIGLINGH

» The new Machinery and Occupa- * “#Shops:and offices are required to
+« »ilonal Safety Act {Mosact),"effective  appoint an' additional representative
from last Saturday, places responsi- for every 100 employees
' bty on almost all employers in SA Mosact will operate In place of the
to provide employees with a safe Factories, “Machnery and Bulding
working environment Work Act of 1941,

* Fines of up to R2 000, or 12 month’s
imprisonment, can be imposed on
employers — or employees, under
certain sections — not complying
with the Act

The National Occupational Safety
Association (Nosa) this month pub-
lished a booklet setting out gmdelines
for managers in mterprefing the new
Act

Every company which employs
more than 20 workers shall, in terms
of the Act, appoint a safety represen-
tative Factories and industrial con-
cerns have to appoint a safety repre-
sentative for every b0 employees

The old Act provided only for pro-

- {ection of employees 1n factories and

butldings The new Act covers all peo-
ple 1n commerce and industry Exclu-
sions are workers who fall under the
Mines and Works Act, and the Explo-
sives Act

Employers of domestic servants
and farmers do not have to appoint
safety representatives, but are com-
pelied to supply safe equupment and
train workers to carry out therr tasks

According to the Act, machinery or
safety equpment offered for =sale
must comply with prescribed stap-
dards

. - .
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Bosses take note:’ m 5
Safety first — or N2

By JOSHUA
RABOROKO

MORE trade unions, es-
pecially the newly-estab-
lished black unions, are
to put pressure on em-
ployers for better health
and safety measures on
factory floors this year.
And a failure to do this
could result in industrial
actions,

This view was expres-
sed by participants dur-
ing a “Seminar on Safe-
ty” called by the Inst-
tute for Industnal Rela-
tions to discuss “key
Issues 1n collective bar-
gaming” at a Johannes-
burg hotel on Friday

Mr Chive Thompson,
an attorney attached to
the Wits Centre for Ap-
phed Legal Studies, said
safety and health 1ssues
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had been ignored by
most managements,
who often “dismissed”
myured workers or those
who contract diseases
on the plants, in parti-
cutar the migrant work-

CI'S

Bargaining
T " — S —

Trade unions have
decided to fight these 1s-

sues through bargaming,
industnal action or Jegai
action 1 the Industrial
Court Unions wil] also
ask for more compensa-
tion for their members
from the Workmans’
Compensation Fund
Interms of the
Machinery and Occupa-
tional Safety Act imple-
mented last October, an
employer who employs
more than 20 people 1s

expected to appoint one
safety representative for
every 30 workers In
companies tn which two
Or more representatives
are appointed, a safety
commutttee must be cre-
ated

Mr Thompson con-
tended that in the pre-
Wiehahn pernod, the la-
bour scenano in SA was
one 1 which manage-
ment controlled all fac-
tors with a strong-arm

Wages

In the post-Wiehahn
¢ra trade umons had es-
tablished themselves at
plants and demanded
better wages, working
conditions, and wunion
recognition, forgetting
health and safety 1ssues

Mrs Lucy Mvubelo,

leader of the National
Union of Clothing
Workers, said migrants
were often repatnated
to their “homelands™
without compensation
after injury or contract-
ing diseases

SA Boilermakers’ So-
ciety’'s Frik QOosthuizen
said unions and employ-
ers should commit them-
selves to the safety and
health of workers Com-
pensations received by
workers after accidents
was inadequate and
needed to be increased

- —  —rrr
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| ““Mercury Reporter
- AN AVERAGE of s1x peo-

e

ple were killed and 68

| permanently disabled

every day during the nor-
mal course of their work
in South Africa, and the
PFP’s spokesman on man-
power, Dr Alex Boraine,
has called for an 1mmedi-
ale mquiry to seek ways
of preventing ‘this ghastly
loss to the country’

The 1981 figures — the
latest available — were
quoted by the Minister of
Manpower, Mr PTC du
Plessis, in response to
questions by:Dr Bbrane
1n the House of Assembly
lashweek

1z
'
i

lgh death rate

been paid out by the

Workmen’s Compensation
Fund 1n 1981 and
3 630 329 man-days had
been lost

The overwhelming ma-
Jority of those killed or
Injured was black.

Dr Boramne said noth-
Ing had been done since
he had called for an n-
quiry more than a year
ago 1nto the causes of the
problem and ways of pre-

venting 1t, and he had re-'

newed the call last week

‘The tragic story of ace)-
dent, 1mjury, death and

" waStagéJiist £0ds on,’ He

said

The spokesman for the
National Qccupational
Safety Association, Mr

_R . - s, S
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Ron McKenna, said while
the organisation could
not support a call for an
Inquiry by any particular
party, 1t was 1n favour of
any move which would re-
duce injuries

The mmeidence of injur-
les was steadily declin-
Ing, he said

The new Machinery and
Occupational Safety Act
passed last year was also
expected to make a big
difference

Various training pro-
grammes had also re-
duced injurzes he saigd/™

‘Workmen do néed
training to eliminate
unsafe acts, which cause
88 percent of all ace;-
dents

The highest disable-

ment frequency rate was
found in the fishing 1n-
dustry followed by wood-
working, transport and
mining, he said

Mr WP McKenna, gen-
eral manager of Irving
and Johnson's deep sea
trawling division, which
runs the country’s higgest
trawiing fleet, said work
In the industry was inher-
ently hazardous

‘Fishermen work 1n
very difficult situations
and cg;cumstances ’

oo s i

Injuries raiged from ‘a
fish bone 1n the finger
which turned septic’ to
crewmen being washed
overboard, he said

—
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IT IS widely recognised
that exposure to asbestos
can be a danger to health
and noresponsible person
would wish to underest:-
mate the risks.

It is wnportant, however,
that discussion of the prob-
lem should be scientific and
objective and that sensa-
'l1tional public statemenis
should find no place in the
debate.

Unfortunately, well-
meaning enthusiasts some-
times exaggerate the dan-
gers by quoting statistics
that they have not properly
understood or which have
been taken out of coniext

An example of this is the
use of statistics extracted
from the annual reports of
the Medical Bureau for oc-
cﬁgatmnal Diseases
(MBOD) Several times re-
cently figures have been
quoted that make the asbes-
tos problem appear more
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7ODAY IN HISTORY,

= b

= E—T*tﬁ.:bﬁl—ﬁ‘. .

DR F J WILES

serious than 1s actually the
case if the figures are prop-
erly interpreted

Two 1nstances will be
given

® An arficle 1n the Rand
Daily Mail of October 12,
1984 (quoting the Black Al-
hed Miming and Construc-
tion Workers Union) stated
that MBOD reports show
that since 1967 a total of
5140 miners have been
compensated for asbestosis

This figure 1S approxi-
mately correct (The exact
numbers are not readily
available m some of the
earlier rel;urts)

It 1s misleading, however,
to cite this figure without
some explanation of what it
really means It 1s essential
to take three important fig-
ures 1nto account

e
~—

Asbestos: the frue

Director: Medical B_urean
for Oceupational Diseases

{(a) Diagnosis of ashesto-
sis depends mainly on the
reading of an X-ray fiim of
the chest

All authorities agree that
the reading may be contro-
versial and that even the
most experienced X-ray
readers are often 1n doubt
as to whether asbestosis 1s

present in a particular case

This 1s recogmsed 1n the
International Labour Or-
gamsation classification of
X-Rays of pneurmnoconiosis
which makes provision for
two border-line categories
labelled 0/1 and 1/0

A person whose X-ray
falls into one of these cate-
gorles 15 suspected of hav-
ing asbestosis but but may
not actually have it

It 1s the policy of the Cer-
tification Commttee of the

TODAY 1s Thursday, February 21, the 52nd
day of 1985 There are 313 days left in the
year Highlights in history

1613 — Michael Romanov, son of Patriarch
of Moscow, 1s elected Tsar of Russia, thus
founding House of Romanov

1652 — Treaty of Hildesheim between Swe-
den and North German Protestant states
1795 — Freedom of worship 1s established
In France

1799 — Graaff-Remnet burghers mn revolt
1849 — British forces defeat Sikhs at Gu-
jerat in India

1885 — Cecil Rhodes resigns hus official
post in Bechuanaland after ofiering to ad-
rmimster the territories with 10 policemen
1892 — Great fire at Cape Town, destroy-
ing exhibition buildings and other places
1903 — A deputation of the Afrikaner Bond
Party under J H Hofmeyer sees the Colo-
mal Secretary Joseph Chamberlain 1n
Cape town,

1904 — Dr Jameson forms a new mnistry
with himself as Premer and also 1n charge
of Native Affairs

1916 — Battle of Verdun in France begins
1in First World War, the longest and bloo-

diest battle of the war with more than one
mllion killed

1919 — Bavarian Premier Kurt Risner 1s
assassinated in Mumch

1922 — British protectorate in Egypt ends
1934 — French troops combat Berbers in
South West Morocco

1943 — Britain’s King George VI awards
Sword of Honour to Russians for defence of
Stalingrad m Second World War

1947 — King George VI opens South Afri-
can Parliament

1963 — Soviet Union warns United States
that an American attack on Cuba would
mean world war

1975 — UN Commusion on Human Rights,
i Geneva, Switzerland, accuses Israel of
violatmg “basic norms of international
law” 1n Aradb territories it ¢ccuplies

1984 — US Marines start evacuating com-
bat forces from Beirut, Lebanon, to Navy
ships 1n Mediterranean

TODAY’S birthdays John Henry Newman,
English cardinal (1801-1890), W H Auden,
English poet (1907-1973), Leo Delibes,
French composer (1836-1891) — Sapa-AP

MBOD (and 1n keeping with
the spirit of the Occupa-
tional Diseases in Mines
and Works Act) to give the
worker the benefit ot the
doubt 1n a border-line case

Thus many workers are
compensated for asbestosis
even though there 1s doubt
whether they do in fact
have asbestosis Of all cases
compensated for asbestos-
related diseases 23% are 1n
the border-line categories
of 0/1 or 1/0

(b} The Certification
Committee also compen-
sates workers who definite-
ly have no asbestosis in the
lung 1itself but only asbes-
tos-related plaques on the
pleura {the lining round the
lung )

This condition 1S nearly
always harmless and
causes no disabihty Of all
cases compensated for as-
bestos-related diseases 34%
fall into this group

Taken together with the
23% mentioned 1n the pre-
vious paragraph this means
that 57% of all compensat-
ed miners do not have a se-
rious disease but only an ab-
normality on an X-ray film
which 15 usually not associ-
ated with any disability

(c) Of all miners compen-
sated for asbestos-related
diseases since 1967 at least
60% started work in asbes-
tos munes before 1960 Fibre
counts then were higher
{sometimes as much as 50
times higher) than what 1s
now considered safe

Obviously the fact that
pre-1960 miners have devel-
oped an asbestos related
disease bears no relation to
the conditons in the mines
today

It 1s 1}logical to cite com-
pensation statistics which
include such persons in any
debate on the question of
safety 1n asbestos mines
now
® The second example of a
wrong 1nterpretation of

=
o

the Sowetan of October 17,
1984 that MBOD reports
show that between 1967 and
1983 a total of 704 miners
died from asbestos-related
disease

This statement 1S a serl-

/

ous mstake caused by a.

misunderstanding of the
tables in the MBOD reporis

The relevant tables show
the number of persons who
were certified after death
(compensation bewng paxd to
their next of kin) This does
not mean that ail these per-
sons died of an asbestos-re-
lated disease

On the contrary, only 19%
of the deaths were caused
by asbestos-related disease

o oud
statisties 15 a statement 1n-
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The other 81% died from ;
an unrelated cause (heart ¢

disease, accidents etc) and
a shight degree of asbestosis
was an incidental finding at
the post-mortem examina-
tion

It 1s clear, therefore, that

the reports 1n the Sowetan
gave a grossly distorted 1m-

pression of the number of |
workers reported to have

died as a result of exposure
to ashestos

The purpose of this arti-
cle 1s to appeal to all con-
cerned with the asbestos
problem to make sure of the
facts before they publish
figures that may be quite
misleading

In the Press reports de-
scribed above a lack of un-
derstanding of the MBOD
statistics led to a consider-
able over-estimate of the
risks of working 1n asbestos
mines

i
Nevertheless, even

though the effects of asbes- :

tos on the health of miners
are not as serious as these
Press reports made them
appear, this 18 certainly no
cause for compiacency
Unrelating wvigilance to
ensure that safe fibre levels
are strictly maintained is

mandatory
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Factory bl
kills one and
injures two

Argus Correspondent

JOHANNESBURG — A man
died and two others were serl-
ously injured aiter a g£as fur-
nace exploded at a factory In
Benom

The man, 27, died in spite of
a mercy dash to the Baragwan-
ath Hospital by, the 702 Radio
helicopter '

A techmcal fault 1s believed
to have caused the explosion
which took place shortly affer
4pm yesterday at the Benoni
Engineerng Works and Steel
Foundry 1n Lincoin Avenue,
Benom 1ndustrial sites

L]

Firemen sawd the explosion

s

put ‘out the fire m the furnacteri

The name of the dead man’
has been withheld until his
next-of-kin are informed:

———




By JANE CONYNGHAM

MINERS, policemen and
journalists watch out!

People mn these profes-
sions are the most likely to
suffer from stress and re-
lated symptoms, a British
survey has found

And construction work-
ers, prison officers and
advertismg people follow
-isse behind 1n the stress
=*=kes

According to research
done by s1x stress research-
3 at the Umversity of
Mchhester’s Institute of
science and Technology,
wiﬁ rated jobs on a scale
- Jin 0 to 10, people n these
—ofessions are the most
hkely to suffer from heart
1:qease, alcoholism and
wiental 11lness

They also run the risk of
= 'sarly death

Miners came out tops 1n
‘L. stress league, with a
aiig of 8,3 on the scale,
-~ nohcemen not far be-

wid with 7,7

Third hghest were con-
< uction workers, journal-

= pilots and prisen off1-
-=-3 with a rating of 7,5

And although politicians
ated quite high at 7.0, they
=, & beaten by dentists and

—_ =k
=TS

Farmers suffer from
stress than accoun-
. is estate agents and

—_——a .

Liv)l

But bankers and comput-
~r operaters can relax — at
-7, their Jobs are near the

-4+~ of the scale
And vicars and hbrarians
-ze virtually no chance of
T yoisping stress-related
;_aptOIs  — their jobs
-z shown to be the most
cazing of all

"Gfligiekend Post asked sev-

Wrofessional people

-+ the stress exper-
——=24 1n thewr work

Mr DONALD RODGER
... librarian

t to

™

threa

Stress at work. How does your job rate?

BESSIE BOUWER
. . . journalist

WEEKEND POST, MARCH 9, 1985
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Mr JAN VAN REE
. . . ad manager
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Col ERIC STRYDOM
... policeman
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work |

Rating 1s from 10 to 0:
The higher the rate the greater the pressure
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Those spoken 10 Were
from among the highest
and the lowest stress-rated

professLons
POLICEMAN: rated sec-
ond lughest at 7,7

Colonel Eric Strydom,
head of the Port Elizabeth
murder and robbery squad,
said working against the
clock to solve cases was
particularly stressful

“Because we are dealing
with the publhic and their
demands are high, our staff
are put under a lot of stress
“Kyeryone thinks their case

portant one And while that

may be true for them, we
end up having numerous
‘vital’ problems to solve "

This, coupled with the re-
sponsibthity of having to
make the right decisions,
made his job a difficult one

It was not made easier
by the press, he said

“When a murder 1S coIm-
mitted, the press harass

you continually until thes

case 1s solved ”

JOURNALIST thurd high-
est at 7,9

Bessie Bouwer, the Even-

porter, said the pressure of

having to meet daily dead-
lines was extremely stress-
ful

She said reporting was
not like other jobs which
were routine

“A journalist 1s only as
good as his next story, SO
one 1s continually trying to
prove oneself It 1s a very
competitive Job "

One 1s constantly pre-
sented with a barrage of
mnformation and a limited
time tn which to process 1t
1n, she said
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realising you have to be re-
sponsible and worrying
about whether you've writ-
ten the right thing that 15
stressful,” she said

“You have to be contm-
nally aware of and involved
with what 1s gomng on
around you It 1s very diffi-
cult to prevent your work
hfe encroaching on your
private life ”

ADVERTISING MAN-
AGER rated fourth at 7,3.

Mr Jan van Ree, manag-
ing director of a PE
advertising agency and a

s the biggest and most 1m- mﬁ Post’s Mumcipal Re- It 15 the pressure of former journalist, said few introverts in the

advertising was extremely
stressful because one was
always working against
deadlines

“Unlike journalists, who
have intense pemods just
before deadline, we are
continnally  working
agamst deadlines

“No job 1s given with
plenty of time to do 1t 1n
Everything has to be done
now, if not yesterday ”

Working with other peo-
ple’s money 1S stressful m
itself, he said

He said there were very
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‘Rev BARRY GRAY
.. minister

aclvernsmg_world

“Only extroverts can
cope with the stress by
demonstrating their
tions ”

ACTOR rated fifth at 7,2.

Robin WIlhams, one of
the most active theatrical
personalities in PE, said
there were two kinds of
stress mvolved in acting —
one pleasurable, one “hid-
eous”

“Phe opening night
experience 18 the most
frightening thing for me I
go to shreds,” she said

«The stress involved
makes me physically 1ll the
day before "

However, stress helped
her to concentrate and
tighten up her perform-
ance
MINISTER rated fifth

from bottom at 3,9.
The Rev Barry Gray,

rector of St Cuthbert’s An-
glican Church, who has pre-

viously worked 1n business,
gaid the ministry was no
less stressful than business
management

“Having to adapt to peo-
ple’s problem situations,
which range from personal
marriage problems to los-
ing a loved one, 1n a mean-
mgful way, 1s stressful and
also very draining”

However, bemng able te
rely on God for help was a
means of coping with stress
that many people 1n other
professions did not have

LIBRARIAN rated bottom

at 2,0,
Mr Donald Rodger, Chief

City Librarian, said people
had a false perception of
what librarianship en-
tailed

“Dealing with the public
can get quite hectic at
times And librarians in-
volved n catalogung are

continually workmmg to
deadlines” (“
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LAV




Worker

death 214-42(
repmgz "It
by IL

GENEVA — Every three
minutes a worker some-
1 where dies of occupa-
tional mjury or illness
with Third World rates
far higher than 1n the ad-
vanced countries, the In-
ternational Labor Orga-
nization {ILO) reported
this week.

Fatal accidents at
work have fallen in the
industrialized nations by
as much as 30 to 50 per-
cent with deaths in min-
ing five to eight times
higher than in manufac-
turing, an ILO report
saxd,

But fatality rates are
rising steadily in devel-
oping countries, it said

Reasons incilude the
import of hew equipment
and technology without
adequate safety stan-
dards, poor maintenance
and 1gnorance of hazards
involved, the ILO said

“Some 33 000 deaths
and eight million non-

riculture alone every

year, excluding China,”
the report saird

“The source of the
frouble 1s very often the
tractor and many deaths
could be avoided by the
use of a safety cab,” it
sald

Greatly 1ncereased use
of chemicals as pesti-
cides, herbicides and 1n-
sectmldes “has brought
additional danger 1nto
an area particularly 111-
equipped to fa{:E“lt”"

A survey In qne Asmn
country showed that’ 40
percent of sprayers ‘had
toxic symptoms from pes-
tieide poisoning, — UPI

fatal injuries oceur in ag- .
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Political Correspongent

THE Official Opposition yesterda
manded that the government immedi-
ately appoint a commission of 1nquiry
into the high rate of permanent disable-
ment and death through 1njury among

HA s Faes
Work a

i South African workers

The Progressive Federal Party’s
spokesman on manpower, Dr Alex Bor-
aine, said 1 a statement that South
Africa could no longer afford the human
or economic costs stemming from work-
related accidents

According to the latest available
figures (1981), 68 workers suffered per-
manent disablement every day Of the
24 820 people affected in this way dur-
g the year, 21 408 were black

e _‘_____—.———u———n_———_-—'—'_—

{

In addition, s1x workers died every
day as a result of injuries received at
work during 1981 Of the total of 2 334
for the year, 1916 were black

“This cost more than R62-million,
which was paid out by the Workmen’s
Compensation Fund, and no less than
3,63 million man-days were lost These
figures are tojally unacceptable "

Dr Boraine said he had hghlighted
“the sheer economic wastage and also
the deplorable loss of human resources
and the desperate impact on family hfe”
during the Budget debatein Parhiament
in June last vear

Atthe time he had called on the Minis-
ter of Manpower, Mr Pietie du Plessis, to
institute a commission of 1nguiry but
nothing had happened since then

*____—_—.———-——-——_-’
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amount has to be destroyed because 1t
does not conform to the safety stan-
dards for functiomng Some of the
ammumtion which was used durng
the exercise would n any event have
been used dunng annual traming
camps by participating umis

All these costs should therefore be con-
sidered as indirect expenditures on the
exercise

( ommadore D Gerhardt: recruitment of
personnel

3 The LEADER OF OFFICIAL OPPO-
SITION asked the Minuster of Defence

(1} Whether Commodore Dieter Ger-
hardt recruited any naval personnel
for the South African submarine ser-
vice from countnes abroad, if so, (a)
from what countnes (h) in what cat-
egories of work and (¢) how many
persons were so recruited,

(2) whether any such persons are still n
the South African submarine service,
if 0, how many,

(3) whether these persons were recently
cheched by secunty, if not, why not,
if s0, when,

(4) whether they were cleared, f not (a) .
why not and (b) what steps have been
taken in this regard?

The MINISTER OF DEFENCE

{1} Yes
(a) The United Kingdom and Bel-

grum
(b) Techmical musterings
(¢) 26
(2) Yes—4

(3) Yes, three who are employed 1n posts
for which security clearance 1S a re-
quirement, were cleared during 1983
Although the forth member 15 not

=

HoA

), — —

employed 1n a sensitive post, he is at
present again being subjected to a se-
cunty clearance due to a break in his
Service

(4) Yes (a)and (b) Fall away
Commeodore D Gerhardt: espionage activities

5 The LEADER OF THE OFFICIAL
OPPOSITION asked the Mimster of De-
fence-

(1) Whether Commodore Dieter Ger-
hardt implicated any other South
African Defence Force officers i his
esplonage activities, if so, how many,

(2) whether any (a) arrests have been
made and (b) other steps have been
taken as a result, if so, (1) how many
arrests, (n) what was the (aa) rank
and (bb) length of service of each
such arrested officer and (ut) what
other steps have been taken to date,

(3) whether he will make a statement on
the matter?

The MINISTER OF DEFENCE

(1) No

(2) Falls away

(3) No

/2f21¥ 5
Immotrality Act
Hoawscnd Q.l!. 92
8 Mr S § VAN DER MERWE asked
Mimuster of Law and Order

(a) How many suspected contraventions
of section 16 of the Immorality Act were
mnvestigated 1n 1984 or the latest specified
period of 12 months for which figures are
available and (b) how many persons were
charged as a resuit of these mvestigations?

The MINISTER OF LAW AND OR-
DER

1984-01-01 to 1983-12-31
(a) 207 Suspected contraventions

(b) 171 Persons

24

y o~d
Accident Fun 2 m\
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i Dr A L BORAINE asked the Minister
of Manpower

L".'.
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(1) (a) How many mdustrial accidents
L_ occurred 1 1981 and (b) what was

the total cost of these accidents to (1)
* the State, (1) the Acaident Fund and

(1) assurance companies,

| (2) (a) how many persons (i) apphed for
| and {u) received compensation In
terms of the Workmen’s Compensa-
tion Act, No 30 of 1941, and (b) what
was the total amount paid out In
compensation in this year,

(3) what was the total period for which
the persons injured in such accidents
were absent from work”

The MINISTER OF MANPOWER
(1} (a) Jlo 160

ﬂ (b) (1) RS 145912
(1) R62 710 261
_ (m) R32 658 146
(2) (a) (1) 324016
(1) 316 466

(b) R111 076 588
(3) 3 630 329 man-days

Workmen's Compensation Fund

40 Dr A L BORAINE asked the Minister
of Manpower

(1) How many workmen in each race
group (a) suffered permanent dis-
ablement and (b) died as a result of
injuries sustained at work 1n 1984,

(2) (a) how many industnal accidents oc-

cured 1n the Republic in 1984, (b)

what amount was paid out by the

Workmen’s Compensation Fund in

1.|I.\|\\J

HoA

TUESDAY, 12 wmﬂd}_ﬂﬂ 1985

respect of such accidents and (¢) what
was the total period for which per-
sons mjurced n such accidents were
absent from work 1n that year”

The MINISTER OF MANPOWER

The latest available figures are for 1981

i U

and are as follows
(1) (a) Whites 1719 :
Asians 196 :
Coloureds 1568 A
Members of the Black- 3
population groups 21408 ;
(b) Whites 204 "
Asians 31 ]
Coloureds 183 "
Members of the Black- d
population groups 1916 :

e

wil  F

T )

(2) (a) 316466
(c) 3630329 mandays

(b) R62 710261
ﬁnnmﬂﬂm shot dead mjured at road blocks

% Hoamocwe? Lo (O | h%
r P HP GASIROW asked the Min-

ister of Law and Order |

X

(a) What are the names of the persons
(1) shot dead and (u) tmyured by the South
African Pohice at road blocks 1n 1984, (b)
on what date was each such person shot
dead or imjured and (c) what were the cir-
cumstances surrounding the shooting mn
each case?

The MINISTER OF LAW AND OR-
DER

(a) (b)
1984

(1) Pat Khumalo 25 November
Nqwenso Lenhard 16 March

(1i) Jubus Ntsasa 9 November
AmosMadileng . 20 Aprl
Fame Motaune 16 March
Rochester Mlanga 4 November

25 November

-

-

Dernick Khumalo

——
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BEACON BAY /A 95
year-old labourer was
killed when he was
buried under severa]
fons of sand at a building
sand reclamation Site
here at the weekend,

Mr George Xolile was
a member of a five-man
team that was digging
out sand when an over-
hang collapsed and
buried him alive

His colleagues took
nearly an hour to dig out
his body,

The men had been dig-
ging out and sifting
building. sand 'for an
East London business-
man, Mr D Sturgiss,

Mr Sturgiss was not at
the 'site at the time and
had the matter reported
to-him only after the
dead- man’s body' had
been’ recovered, '
¢ Police are investigat-
mg ' — ‘DDR o

ﬁ*fl_ﬂt“re page _2
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By Carolyn Dempster,
Labour Reporter

The 150 000-member
Council of Unions of
South Africa (Cusa) has
thrown its support behind
the campaign to ban as-
bestos mming and manu-
facture in South Africa

The campaign was
launched by the Black Al-
hed Mining and Construc-
tion Workers’ Umon last
| year after it was re-

-y P

_——ll-l.--l-h
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vealed that thousands of
Lebowa residents and
mmeworkers 11 the
North Eastern Transvaal
asbestos mining region of
the Strydpoortberge were
at risk

Inhalation of fine as-
bestos fibres in the form
of asbestos dust can re-
sult o the crippling lung
disease asbestosis, the
fatal and rare cancer of
the lung lining, mesothe-
hhoma, and lung cancer.

— g s —

The old disused dumps
in the NE Transvaal pose
& severe health hazard to

the local community,
who, The Star found,
were using the waste as-
bestos material to make
bricks

It was also established
that dust levels during
1980 to 1982 often exceed-
ed the safety limits re-
commended by the Gov-
ernment Mg Engi-
neer.

e i W Plder el m—— ——— -——
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In the latest issue of
Izwilethu, the Cusa news-
letter, the union federa-
tion states that the cam-
paign to ban ashestos in
South Africa “cannot be

dismissed as a case of po-
htical opportunism As-
bestos has already ruined
the hives of many peo-
ple”

Official statistics com
piled by the Medical Bu-
rean for Occupational
Diseases reveal that

there were 5 140 asbesto-
815 victims hetween 1967
and 1983, 212 compensat-
ed cases of mesothelioma
and 57 ecases of broncho-
genic carcinoma

But because the asbes-

tos-related diseases take
between 20 to 30 vears
before the symptoms be-
come manifest, Govern-
ment and health officers
admit that the official
records are unrehable in-
ticators of the full extent
of the health hazard.

M ] 'i--._k
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The Editor, Rand Daly Mail,”
Box 1138 Johannesburg 2000 .

o
IN a letter published on December level measurement can be seen nor are<d
2, Mr L B Lewis, the Marketmg any of the standard safety precautions visi- ©

Manager of Everite Ltd. a large as- Dle
bestosg product Cﬂmpaﬂ_;f, hasgonce While moving the school 15 welcomedjis

the ongoing presence of a large asbestosn
again underrated the deadly hazards dim gremgalﬁs 2 health hased o o

assoclated with this minera] nearby communities d,
Mr Lewis claims that asbestos cement Finally Mr Lews claims that consumers

products do not Iiberate sigmficant of asbestos products are encouraged not to?

amounts of respirable fibres do their own cutting or drilling, however
Numerous studies show that the effects there 1s httle consumer warning of the's

of the weather, pollutants such as acid ramn health hazards associated with ashestos *
and handling of the products do cayse con- Nowhere 11 two of the ca talogues 1ssued”

siderable fibre release by Everite — “A Guide to (asbestos) Con-

For example, a concentration of 1000 4
aihie tamner Gardening” and “Handmade (asbes-
fibres per cubic metre was measured 1n tos) Plant Containers” — 1s mention made

the surrounding air of a wall faced with .
asbestos cernengt tiles (Studies in Envirop- ©f how deadly this dust can be f
mental Science Vol 8) The barest mimnimum €xposure to asbes-,
Secondly Mr Lewis remarks that, in the tos can kill A recent tr agic example 1n;;
Photograph, the removal of the asbestos  volved two sisters who bofh developed an,
roofing from the Kromellemboog school asbestos cancer after cleaning a white as-
s bemng done under adequate supervision  bestos cement roof (BMJ June 1984)
This comment further shows the lack of Evaluation of all available human data
concern for the sgum African public dis- provides no evidence for a threshold for a'
played by the ashesths industry safe” level of asbestos exposure (US De.l~
The only supervision shown are twomen partment of Labour ) — ASBESTQS RE-?
wearing overalls No equipment for dust SEARCH GROUP, Berea, Johannesburg 'r':

¥
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rMan crushed

(3N
J f.):‘;;.deat.h Witec

3
A 313‘-year-uld employee 6T an
engineering firm was crushed

to death 1n an accident at an
Atlant;s factory

Mr Nigel Graham Cupido, of
Grosvenor Avenue, Atlantis,
was part of a team Inspecting
moulded engines, said Major
Nic Slabber, Boland police l1a)-
son officer

“The engines were being

moved along an assembly Iine
from the ovens tg the cooling
| planyﬂ,vhen Mr Cupido entered
an inspection point and was
crushed to’ death agamnst the
wagil by one of the engines,” he
sal




the shadow of
They are
frightened that the
nearby Triomf fer-
tilizer plant may
produce a disaster
similar  to  the
tragedy mn Bhopal,
India — where a
poison gas cloud
killed  thousands
last December.
Ikageng has already

suffered a similar 111Cl-
dent

In July 1973, 19 reg-
dents were killed apd
more than 200 had to be
treated in hospital when 2
25-ton  ammoma gas
tanker burst at the Triomf
plant

The wind blew a cloud
of ammoma gas to the

= flownship — about 100m
= { from the plant
—= | The people who mhaled
& | the gas were overcome by
= ] it

Now residents who live
near the plant have been

scared stiff by the Bhopal

|.|'iullﬁ ?:H

e

-

death.

disaster

They fear that a tanker
may burst again

Some complain about
the constant s arp, irmtat-
mg smell of chemicals

Others say their sheet
roofings don’t Iast long be-
cause acids from the plant
corrode them

Residents also blame
Triomf because therr frunt-
trees don’t bear frunt any-
more

City Press contacted
Tnomf management to es-
tablish what precautions 1t
had taken since the 1973
disaster to ensure the
safety of Ikageng resi-
dents

Trnomf Group produc-
bon director J J Gerber
said theirr ammonz tan-

kers were of miernational
standard

Under no circumstances
would they burst — pe-
cause they are “20 times

stronger than the previous
ones”
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Concerming pollution,
Mr Gerber said Tnomf
had installed hugh chim-

neys “to ensure that the

smoke 15 emitted far
from the resitdential area”

He demed that some of : " - :
the acids were toxic and .
could cause corrosion on
sheet roofings

1K SR,

;
ﬁﬁtyﬂa?

He said the amount of
chemicals emitted was
“so small that it couldn’t

: . Triomf Ize | plant at Paefs.':: i
pose danger to anybody”

out of lcagenyg residents after the Bhopal =:-
=

5 ; Rt o (_..-_I_l,_!-'-r:

THE UNITED Demo-
cratic Front Border re-
glon has been embarras.
sed and mnconvenienced
by the pubhecation of
a report about chapr-

man Steve Tshwete last
mormnth

The report concern.

.o
50 & % %y :

BOP’S Housing Department has to pay
back thousands of rands to Ga-Rankuwa
residents — because 1t “miscalculated” ed the banmng of My
land prices more than a year ago I'shwete’s house-warm.

Local Government i
i I Re ANDREW I === T




SHIFTWORK r«;(
Making it easier

The trend towards increased use of
shiftwork in highly industrialised socteties
1s causing serious social, health and work
problems. Shiftworkers constantly feel be-
jow par and 1t is known that their routine —
or lack of one — is responsible for long-
term medical problems. Most of the time
their state can best be compared to chronic
jetlag.

The basic problem is that shifts worked
on a rotating basis disrupt the 24-hour cycle
of the delicate section of the brain that con-
trols sleep, temperature and hormonal
changes.

In the short term, many shiftworkers suf-
fer from disturbed sleep patterns, fatigue,
reduced sexual activity, poor concentration
and a reduced ability to learn new mate-
rial There is low job satisfaction, appetite
disturbances, and a general disruption of
social life. At work, these probiems mani-
fest themselves 1n high absenteeism and
ccidents and a

lower rate of productivity And in a country
like the US, where 26% of the workforce 1s
employed on rotating shift schedules, an 1n-
creased incidence of cardiac and nervous
diseases, ulcers and hypertension has been
noted

Careful scheduling

SA-born neuroscientists Dr Michael
Brennan and Dr David Borsook, both now
based 1n Boston, have conducted extensive
studies mto shiftwork patterns and human
responses to them They have concluded
that careful scheduling of shifts can de-
crease many adverse effects of shiftwork.

Brennan cites the results of an exercise
carried out at a potash mining company In
Utah. The company operated on a three-
shift basis 8 am to 4 pm, 4 pm to mdnight,
and midmght to 8 am Employees were re-
quired to swop over to an earler shift at
the end of each week

The two doctors introduced a new Sys-

—

T PR

B R AT

ot

% {‘:I—,EF

tem whereby employees worked the same
shift for three weeks and then switched to a
later one Workers were also advised to
change their sleeping hours as gradually as
possible 1n the free days between shift
changeovers Not only did 90% of the work-
ers say they preferred the new system, but
productivity showed a marked increase.
During the first quarter, productivity was

up by 12% compared to the same period °

the previous year In the next two quarters,

productivity rose by 22% and 32% respec- |

tively

Brennan argues that the improvement
occurred because the unbroken three-week
routine allowed the workers’ bodies to
adapt to the change Further, he says that
shift switches are easier If the worker goes

to sleep later rather than earlier However,

he stresses that there 1s no total panacea.

for the problems caused by shiftwork — al- |

though there 1s much room for amehiorating
1ts 1]l-effects
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alongside a block of flats in Beach Road, Three Anchor Bay, yesterday

E} firemen after he fell two floors from scaffolding which collapps
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‘Staff Reporter ' |

-TWO roofing workers fell
two floors yesterday)
when the scaffolding!,
they’had’ been etréecting
alongside Bay Point flats
In Three Anchor Bay col-
‘lapséd under them
. The workers, Mr Ber-
nard. Solomons and Mr
‘Peter Jacobs, .were 1n-
‘Jured, and the’'Metro |,
t ~Emergency: Rescue. Ser: |-
J vice ‘was called to get
them down from the first-
floor roof on to which
they had fallen

" The incident was seen
‘by two beach constables,
‘Wwho heard a crash and
i|" looked up 1n time to see
one, of-the workers and,
some equipment fall
+ ySomething just gave
way under theirweight,”
sald one, of constables,
Mr Jonathan Holmes

He called the émergen-
Cy services by radro and
dashed up a ladder to at-
tend to the two men

Both men were taken
to Somerset Hospital,
where their condition
was described as “satis-
factory” yesterday.

Spokesmen for ' the
police and the .roofing
il company yesterday were

not sure how 'the "acci-
\ dent had happened, but
| are 1nvestigating the 1n-
Qlﬂent“**n '.
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A construction company’s
truck driver, who was
murdered and robbed of
his company’s payroll
last Thursday, had been
allowed to travel 250 km
alone and unprotected
with R30000 cash in his
possession

But since driver Mr Jo-
hannes Mazess: was
found murdered at the
side of the road near Len-
asia last week, the com-
pany has decided to
change 1ts pay procedure

urdered ;drivéwwés ‘un

There will be no more
money runs to outlying
building sites with the
company pay roll —
workers will be paid by
cheque

Mr Mazesst, of Ham-
manskraal, was de-
spatched last Thursday
morning by his employ-
ers, J and B Mechanical
Construction Erection, to
deliver the R30000 pay-
roll and construction
equipment to a site in
Lichtenburg He was a
trusted employee who
had worked for the com-

pany for 20 years

His charred body was
found next to the aban-
doned truck near Lenasia
later that day The pay-
roll was missing

The company’s manag-
ing director, Mr Peter
Johnson, said a different
driver had been assigned
to deliver the payroll
every week

Delivery took place on
a different day each
week and the courler left
at a different time of the
day on each oceaston, but

protécted’

no protection was provid-
ed

However, Mr Johnson
said, after this tragedy
site workers would be
paid by cheque at the
nearest hank °

Mr Mazess! had been
1sured in terms of the
Workmen’s Compensa-
tion Act and the Steel and
Engineering Industries
Federation of South Afr-
ca (SEIFSA), and his
Hammanskraal family
would be compensated
accordingly, Mr Johnson
said
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In con%]eyor belt

Post Reporter

A 23-YEAR-OLD worker at Distillers’ Cnrporatxr,m
Struandalé, who caught his arm 1 a conveyor belt, was

admitted tu the Livingstone Hospital 1n a serious cund1t10n
yesterday 1

The conveyor belt had to be dismantléd to free the man,
whose arm was badly mutilated.

1

‘f'l"l"

The head of the firm’s security, Mr P Hing, sa:d the '

man’s family, who live out 1n the cuuntry, had not yet been
nofified

In another mcident at 7 S0am today, the Cape Ambu-
lance Service, Dias Local Authority Division, was, called:
out to free a man trapped 1n a conveyor machine. e

Mr Eric Jama, 20, a worker at Stutt Timber, Thorhiili;
was shovelling off-cuts from logs on toa conveyor belt
when the spade he was working with got caught n,the
machine Mr Jama had the ligaments and flesh torn off his
hand and was admitted fo the Livingstone Hospital . -

@ The hudy of a Despatch man, Mr Henry Miners, &U,
who drowned 1n the Swartkops River near the rallway
sidings at Perseverance, was recnvered by divers yester—-
day e nu P '

4 A}épukesman for the Cape Ambulance Service, Dids
Local Authority Division, sald Mr Miners had tried to
SW ro séthem rh'@rhen he got info.difficylty, 2 "5k

Ittog i‘llwers, wgr N mthout scuba equipm: t in deep
water, two hours' to.recover the body w”hﬂe;Mr;Mmers
famlly watched frum the river bank ,

————
————



S1X-year-old
urinated agapgy

elecirieity pole 4t Tergmet,
near here op Saturday was

With burnpe

boy . who
a “live”
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Storm' touched

cable and wpg eleetrncuted.
Pohice said insulators gy
€ private Elec_;ricity Ime

had heep damaged The
problem hgaq TOW been pe.
Paired,

Brian Treurnicht waq
taken to hospita] in George,
| A spokesman there saig

€ was g g satisfactury
condition, with p badly

burat hapg and “superfieyq)

burns on his arms, buitoeks
and elsewhere OR his body”,
— Sapa -
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| “There may still be more,” he said.
The injured count now stands at 27,

Fires were still smouldering this morning,

jWthl} made 3 thorough eXxamination of the
h areaampossible,

have yet to be reteased

Mr Joubert said the explosion occurred at
4 about 5pm 1 the blasting explosives area
¥ Three people had died Immediately -apd g
§ fourth worker died after bemg admitted o
i hospital 1n a eritiea] condition
i§  Shortly after the explosion the ‘site was
‘B evacuated to prevent any other Injuries in the
‘B event of further explosions A fire which
started after the blast was under contro] Jate

CRACKED WINDOWS

.

bouring areas and 2 large cloud of black:

1 _ﬂ;_.«rr
It 15 believed three explosions might_haye.

§ occurred — the first one setting off twg‘“ﬂbth'é‘rs
B almost sSimultaneously Lt
b““*"Workers at the complex said theexplogion
§ occilrred 1n “Factory One” and was' “the-big- -
i gest m three years” LS

A *

" . The last major explosion at Modderfonfein', |

,beeurred in February 1982, when e:'ght“factui"y
] Workers were killed and a number were, n-

i fhe €nirancesto thercumplegg;.f.ﬂmﬁﬁ”ef i
d - .+Traffie policemen and, plain clothiés‘securi.
| ty ufflmalsmy,erq;;ff%'rftrollmg cars at 'theé, en-
tranceﬁs..qurqr the'N highway a queue;of cars
Severalihuridred metres long was formed*be-

i Cause/of-the delays at the accesses.to Modder-

P atl

k Ei&’fo"lnt‘.fekln H BRI
y ~vPermission to visit the area ofthe:explo-
¥ 510N was ‘tirhed down “It is a‘key aréa and

L]

¥  People told The Star the explosion cracked |
| and rattled the windows of houses n nergh- 1

‘ " + It
'§ smoke could be Seen rising shortly after the | §
4 explosion s |
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| the media are pot allowed 1" Mr Joubert
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4 die in
blast
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Own Correspondent

JOHANNESBURG. .—
Four workers were
killed and 27 mjured —
 §even seriously— when a
‘massive explosion
rocked ,the Modderfon-
tein dynamite factory
near Kempton Park late
yesterday., '
irLate last night firemen
| were stil] battfling to ¢con-
tain the blaze which
stakted:after the explo-
sion at 507pm — .the
second major blast at the
| plant 1n three years . .

11! The factory’s blasting
‘explosives area was.1m-
‘mediately evacuated. “to
.prevent additional injur-
1es 1n the event of further
explosions’, an AECI
Spokesman, Mr Murray
Joubert, said last night,

%, {Police cordoned off the

area while Edenvale.am-
bulance staff rushed,the
injured to hospital .
¥ Peak-hour traffic.in
the area was held up’for
more than 90 minutes

: Damage s "

# | < ““It 1s 1mpossible,’ at
| 1this stage, to assess the

§ | damage. Sabotage i§ not

E |'suspected,” Mr Joubert

k |vsa1d

} fﬁ“:i:"l‘he company regrets

g | .to advise that four
"people died 1n the explo-
sion‘and that 27 are berng; |
treated. for injuries ” 4% -

Most’ of the patients
were believed to have re-
celved burns *

Late last night seven
batients were stil] In
Modderfontemn Hospatal
Two others hag been
transferred to Barag-
wanath Hospital A]} the
other workers had been
discharged *

- DI

8 [ -29We believe, at thy
[ j-;si:a €,- tpq't the explusmg
g [ g.la;pg‘nea In the mtro-
@ | SIYCEIIne. 1ssue hoyse
*|.andithat -a- chemyeq s,
miXing plant was affect-

ed,” MrJ otitbert said. -

He added that a gpm.
mssion of inquary would
JBvestigate the aceident
and that the gy pply of ex-
Plosives would not be af-
fectéd by the blast -

An Edenvale “Woma

Said the explosion‘sHook
houses 1n her suburb”

!In February ’??;1952,
three blasts ripped
 through the gant facto
Athe space of 24 hours
£ The third Blast: left
- e1ght workers/dedd and
« 2l ured, thrée serfons.
"ly The 1mitial blast Kiljeq
O1€ man and imyured sx.
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By COLIN HOWELL er was in a critical condi-2
] and.KEVIN DAVIS tron, six were sertously. in-
THREE ' workers were Jured and 16 had mnor™
killed and 23 injured — Injuries, Mr Joubert said @
sevq;ilseriously — whena They were faken to the..
(asilve explosion rocked —Company’s hospital at Mod- »
| the Modderfontein dyna- derfontein, o
tite factory near Kemp- . Most of the patients were
ton Park late yesterday  Pelieved to have sustained
| _ Late"last night firemen bUrns.

were still batthng to con-  “We believe, at this
tam a blaze which started stage, that the explosion

after the 5.07pm explosion happened in the mtro-glye-
, ~— the second major blast at  erine Issue house and that 3,
e
T
1t

FEL T 3E

"
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th I{Jlant i three years chemicals mixing glaﬁtﬂ
¢ shockwaves were was affected,” he said, .
felt as far away as Sandton, ~ Mr Jouber: added that-a
The factory’s blastingex- commission of 1nquir
plosives area was immedi- would Investigate the acgi-
ately; evacuated “io pre- dent and that the supply. 6f

the event of further explo- fected by the blast,
s10ns’y 2 an AR(CI spokes- An Edenvale woman said
man, Mr Murray Joubert, the 1mﬁact of the explosion
| said last night, shook houses 1n her suburb,
Police cordoned off the  “I am used to the minor
-area while ambulance staff  blasts that oceur at the fac.
from, Edenvale rushed the tory from time to tume, hut-
mjured;to hospital, this blast and its Impact
Peak-hour traffic in the was abnormal,” she ‘said:
grea-was held up for more A Kelvin, Sandton, resi-
than- 90, minutes, dent said the shockwave -
“Its 1mpossible, at this  shook windows in his home,,
stage, to. assess the dam- . In February 1982, thrée
| @ge. Sabotage 1s not'.sus-.
rpected,” Mr Joubert said, .
. o +Ahe company regretsto ~ hours, . oo
.aavise -that three people ©' The thitd blast lef
| died. in the explosion and “workers 'dead and.2
that 23-are being treated ,,.,]uredi three seriously, The

' vent- additional mjuries m  explosives would not be af- ., °
!
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for mnjuries” o -initia] blast illed one,man
Ofthe injured, one work- and injured 'six P
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ek | pas risen to five and could go mgher
Mr Murray Joubert, PRO for AEC], caid today the body

of a fifth victim was no
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The death toll in the Modderfontein dynamite factory blast

had to be evacuat
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y strom® ‘'The worms

1S can have me if you

s won’'t be my Valen- ]

tine ”

(o Tracy will have 10

¥ brush up on her

1 cooking, said sweet-

- heart Cliff *““Your

©___ehps are disgusting
Tlterrorism;~ Sain

showed 1n this mes-
gage from “Spook”™
to Danie von Back-

the possibility 0

¢t found until this
ed 1mmediately after

f furth

er explosions.

“There may still be mor

e,” he sard

1

(
morning as the area | B |
the blast because of | ® ;
J

3

' The egplosion was felt and heard up to 20 km

i and rattled the windows of houses 1n nelgh-
E bouring areas and a large cloud of hlack | %
: smoke could be seen TiSINg shortly after the { &
i explosion | B

¢ occurred — the first one setting off two others
§ almost simultaneously N

"r @ occurred i “Factory One” and was “the big-

1 1
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The 1njured count now stands at 27.

Fires were still smouldering ths mormng, | §
which made a thorough examination of tne | §
area 1mpossible

Mr Joubert said 1,5 tons of explosives had
been detonated and the cause of the blast was
<till not known Sabotage had not been ruled
out and an investigation was underway

Of the injured, four iate last mght were in a
critical condition in hospital and seven others
were receiving treatment for minor mjuries

The other injured had been discharged after
receving treatment The names of the dead
have yet to be released

Mr Joubert said the explosion occurred at
about 5pm 1n the blasting explosives area
Three people had died 1mmediately and 2
fourth worker died after peing adnmtted to
hospital in a critical condition

Shortly after the explosion the ‘site wWas
evacuated to prevent any other 1mjuries in the
event of further explosions A fire which
started after the blast was under control late

last mght

away

CRACKED WINDOWS

People told The Star the explosion cracked

it 1s believed fhree explosions might have

s~ Workers at the complex said the ﬂxpluglﬂn

est in three years”
The last major explosion at Modderfontein

§ occurred In February 1982, when eight factory
| workers were killed and a number were in-

jured.
. Two hours after yesterday’s explosion strict

.securty operations were siill i progress oD
‘he entrances to thecomplex. . -~ - " -~

Traific policemen and plain clothes securl-

ty officials wer

ercontrolling cars at the en-

trances.Near the

3 highway a

queue of cars

sproam apduys

several hundred metres lotp was formed be-
causeof the delays at the accesses to Modder-

fontein ,
- «Permmssion to visit the area of the explo-

s1on was turned down “Iiis a key area and
the media are not allowed 1, Mr Joubert
sald - :
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went to “Sun City” on January 30 this year to see
g his employers and to claim compensation for his

R100, The SOWETAN wastold yesterday.

| where Mr Tshevula broke us neck, he rephed

© - By MONK NKOMO

e T e

A YOUNG Mamelodi man — now
paralysed and bedridden — claims he
was paid R100 compensation by a
major company after an accident at
his place of employment that alleg- |
edly led to his disablement.

The company, Sun International, owned
by magnate and impressario Sol Kerzner,
has demed the claims and a spokesman said
the man was defimtely not injured while on

LA
duty - R . J

« “Attorneys acting for Mr 'Sonnyboy Tshevula,
of 16860, Mamelodi East, Pretona told The SO- |
WETAN that Tshevula broke s neck while on
duty on August 5 last year He was rushed to the
George Stegman Hospital and later to the Kala-
fong Hosprtal near Attendgeville where 1t was |
established that he was paralysed

He was discharged from hospital on August 11
and has, ever since, beencared for by lus aged
mother. .

"~ Neck broken |
Mr Tshevula, was the breadwinner and stayed
with his parents before the mcident that broke his

neck. He was a stage setter at Sun International
in Bophuthatswana He eamed R515a month

L -
F

His fam}ly was embittered when s father

disabled son He was handed over a cheque of

Mr Alles Lam, personnei manager at Sun City
International 1n Bophuthatswana, said “That
man did not fall here He has been suffering from
cancer for the past 10 or 12 months and we were |
paymng him the full salary every month” Asked

“Where did you get this information? Where the’

hell do you think I know where he got injured i

r

e —————
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He also declined to
say how much Mr
Tshevula was paid for
the 10 months while
employed at Sun Inter-
national and if he was
nsured against injury
“Don’t waste my
time”, he said

Damages

‘Mr-Wilhe Serrts,
spokesman for a Pre-
tona firm of attorneys
confirmed that the
damages claim against
the company was onp
the cards The com-
pany, he added would
be sued for neghgence
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NATIONAL HOUSING FUND

(Estabhshed under section 2 of Act 10 of 1957 and
re-enacted by section 2 of Act 4 of 1966)

1. Caputal of the Fund, R2 257 505 040 (Statement 1)

(1) The Treasury exempted the Fund in terms of section 4
(3) of the Housing Act, 1966, from payment of interest on
capital for the financial year

(10/9/10/1, TC 30/5)

(2) Loans and advances are made from the Fund at an
mterest rate of 9 per cent, whilst 1nterest losses resulting
from the apphication by local authonties of the differential
rates of interest based on gross monthly incomes, are borne
by the Fund Total losses debited against the Fund during
the year amounted to R13 771 305 as shown 1n Statement
5

(10/9/10/1, AO 50/4)

(3) The net interest earned and capitalised during the year
amounted to R74 621 081 ag chown 1n Statements 5 and 1
respectively

(10/9/10/1, AOX50/1/35, TX 4/3/3)

2 Loans to the Fund, R457 598 524 (Statement 1) —
According to information furmshed by the Accounting
Officer, the Commussion negotiated loans totalhing
R453 894 600 with various financial institutions during the
year 1n terms of Section 3A of the Housing Act, No 4 of
1966 At 31 March 1983 the total debt, including finance
charges, amounted to R457 598 524 of which R89 394 600

was m respect of long term and R368 203 924 1n respect of
short term Joans

(10/9/10/1)

3 Housing loans to local authorities, R2 496 252 462
(Statement 1)

(1) Advances and interest —The advances outstanding
and the rates of interest payable thereon at 31 March 1933
were as follows

(1) R1 648 690 626 1n respect of econorc projects at
interest rates ranging from 3,5 per cent to 15,0 per cent,

(1) R776 626 518 1n respect of assisted projects at inter-
est rates ranging from 0,75 per cent to 1 per cent which
include loans totalhng R7 763 000 1n respect of infrastruc-
ture services 1n Black urban areas, the interest on which 1s
subsidised by the Treasury for the first 5 years, and

(111) R70 935 318 1n respect of assisted projects for the
aged, poor and totally unfit at an interest rate of 0,05 per
cent

(10/9/10/1, TC 30/5)

(2) Conversions of loans made to local authorities —
According to information furnished by the Accounting
Officer 91 loans amounting to R9 898 504 were converted
from an assisted to an economuc basis and 3 amounting to
R385 079 from an economic to an assisted basis

(10/9/10/1)

4. Building society loans, R638 679 (Statement 1) —
Dunng the year under review advances totalling R4 708
were made to building societies 1n terms of sections 22 and
23 of the Act The loans to building societies outstanding at
31 March 1983 as shown in Statement 1, amounted to
R638 679 compared with R719 319 at 31 March 1982

(10/9/10/1)

S v - iy PR e T g TR T T T T, B e T P g e T Sl ST e TR b Faairmreel LT - — - —

Re $3/s¢ /¢
Repo of A4

N 243

NASIONALE BEHUISINGSFONDS

(Ingestel kragtens artikel 2 van Wet 10 van 1957 en
herbepaal by artikel 2 van Wet 4 van 1966)

| Kapitaal van die Fonds, R2 257 505 040 (Staat 1).

(1) Die Tesoune het die Fonds kragtens artikel 4 (3) van
die Behuisingswet, 1966, van die betaling van rente op
kapitaal vir die boekjaar vrygestel

(10/9/10/1, TC 30/3)

(2) Lenings en voorskotte word teen 'n rentekoers van 3
persent it die Fonds voorsien, terwyl renteverliese wat
voortspruit uit die toepassing deur plaashke owerhede van
die gedifferensieerde rentekoerse gebaseer op bruto maan-
delikse imnkomstes, deur die Fonds gedra word Totale ver-
hese gedurende die jaar teen die Fonds gedebiteer het
R13 771 305 beloop soos 1n Staat 5 getoon

(10/9/10/1, AO 50/4)

(3) Die netto rente gedurende die jaar verdien en gekapi-
taliseer, het R74 691 061 bedra soos onderskeidelik in State
5en 1 getoon

(10/9/10/1, AOX50/1/35, TX 4/3/3)

2 Lemngs aan die Fonds, R457 598 524 (Staat 1) —
Volgens mhgting deur die Rekenpligtige Beampte verstrek,
het die Kommussie lemngs ten bedrae van R453 894 600 by
verskillende finansiele instelhings gedurende die jaar, krag-
tens artikel 3A van die Behuisingswet, No 4 van 1966,
aangegaan Op 31 Maart 1983 het die totale skuld met mnbe-
grip van finansienngskoste, R457 598 524 bedra, waarvan
R89 394 600 ten opsigte van langtermyn en R368 203 524
ten opsigte van korttermynlenings was

(10/9/10/1)

3 Behuwisingslenings owerhede,

R2 496 252 462 (Staat 1}

(1) Voorskotte en rente —Die witstaande voorskotie en
die rentekoerse daarop betaalbaar, was op 31 Maart 1983
s00s volg

(1) R1 648 690 626 ten opsigte van ekonomiese projekte
teen rentehoerse wat van 3,5 persent tot 15,0 persent gewis-
sel het,

(1) R776 626 518 ten opsigte van ondersteunde projekte
teen rentekoerse wat van 0,75 persent tot 1 persent gewissel
het, nsluitende lemings van altesaam R7 763 000 ten op-
sigte van infra-struktuurdienste 1n Swart stedelike gebiede,
waarop die rente deur die Tesourie gesubsidieer word vir
die eerste 5 jaar, en

(m) R70 935 318 ten opsigte van ondersteunde projekte

plaasiike

aan

vir bejaardes, armes en totaal-ongeskiktes teen 'n rente-

koers van 0,05 persent
(10/9/10/1, TC 30/5)

(2) Omsetting van lenings aan plaashke owerhede —Vol-
gens besonderhede deur die Rekenpliguge Beampte ver-
strek 1s 91 Jenings ten bedrae van R9 898 504 van 'n
ondersteunde na 'n ekonomuese grondslag en 3 ten bedrae
van R385 079 van 'n ekonormese na 'n ondersteunde
grondslag omgesit

(10/5/10/1)

4  Bougenootskaplenings, R638 679 (Staat 1) —
Voorskotte van altesaam R4 708 1s kragtens artikels 22 en
23 van die Wet gedurende die verslagjaar aan bougenoot-
skappe betaal Die lenings aan bougenootskappe wat op 31
Maart 1983 uitstaande was, het R638 679 bedra, soos
Staat 1 getoon, vergeleke met R719 319 op 31 Maart 1982.

(10/9/10/1)
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THE death toll 1n the blast at
AECI's Modderfontemn Dynamute
Factory rose yesterday to nine,
with four more workers still un-
accounted for

A spokesman for AECI, Mr Mur-
ray Joubert, told Sapa last mght
that four more bodies had been
found, and that a further four work-
€rs were still missing

“Af this stage we cannot make a
definite statement (on the missing
men) as 1t 1s possible that some of
them may have fatled to report to
security,” Mr Joubert said

Rescue teams moved cautiously
yesterday into a “devastated and
still smouldering” area of the fac-
tory, near Kempton Park, reports
COLIN HOWELL

One and a half tons of ntroglyc-

-— —_ -

——— p— —  —

-_—m

erin exploded at the world’s big-
gest dynamite factory at 5 07pm on
Wednesday, kiling at least three
men 1nstantly

Another worker died in hospital
on Wednesday might and the body
of a fifth man was recovered early
yesterday The names of the vie-
tims have not yet been released

Of the 27 men mjured in the
blast, only six were still in hospital,
Mr Joubert said

Two men who had been trans-
ferred to the Baragwanath Hospi-
tal were now off the critical list
and four at the Modderfontein Hos-
pital were “progressing well”

The names of the dead would be
announced once next-of-kin had
been notified, he said

“The dead are all black people It
hasn’t been easy finding their next-

of-kin”
Sabotage has been ruled out but

the cause of the blast was still a
mystery to experts yesterday

Mr Joubert said “The nitroglyc-
€rin 1ssulng house, which 1s a fully
automated section of Factory No 1,
was blown up A part of the same
manufacturing unit, the Atlas mix-
ing house, also went up, as did an
ammonum nitrate store”

The final stages in the manufac-
ture of dynamite took place 1n
these buildings

Workers had reported hearing
three explosions “almost simulta-
neously”

“A board of inquiry under the
auspices of the Chief Inspector of
Explosives will investigate the ac-
cident and the company itself will
conduct 1ts own Inquiry — obvious-

|
_._-'___-_ﬂlm.-__nm P
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blast ‘,"

ly in tremendous depth,” Mr Jou-
bert said
“But there 1s no way anybody

will tell — perhaps ever — as to
which of the umits went up first Tt
18 tremendously difficult at the mo-
ment to say what happened but we
believe something like one and a
half tons of explosives went off —
the whole immediate area was dev-
astated ”

The blasts that claimed mne
itves 1 February 1982 had taken
place i a different part of the fac-
tory, he said -

An nquiry had found that Hifro-
glycern had leaked nto acidilines
and a storage tank becaus iﬁﬁf a
“valve misfunction” 23 z?" ‘

“Afterwards, all the acid lines 1n
that area were detonated in" case
there were any traces of nitroglyc-
erin 1p them,” Mr Joubert said
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Foutetill
missing
blast sitéa

The death toll in Wedies-
day’s Modderfontein dy-
namite factory explosion
today stood at nine: with
four people missing, be-
lieved to be buried under
the tons of rubble.

Search parties began
operating, at first light
today but their efforts
are being hampered by
the strong presence of n-
troglycerine

The bodies of four men
were found by proto|
teams during therr
search yesterday, bring-
g the toll to nine,

,But, according to a
spokesman for AECI, Mr
Murray Joubert, four
men who had been work-
Ing 1n the area are still
missng |

It 1s presumed'they are
dead
@ See Page 13.
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THE laternational La-

In South Africa,
trade umons have re-
wied strongly to the
I wgcases which they

vn have caused the
~athy of many work-
1> [hey maintain
that the occupational
caposure to 1ts dust
i may, Lo some instanc-
] o~ present a serious
i hcalth hazard.

The general secre-
tary of the Black Al-
4 hed Miming and Con-
W siruction Workers
L'mon, Mr Pandelan:
i Nefolovhodwe, has
8 claimed that hundreds
of families close to as-
Lestos dumps 18 rural
northern Transvaal vil-
lages are ignorant of
the possible death they

thus potentially danger-
ous substance by one
which 1s harmless or
less harmful? Or even
better, why not ban as-
bestos 1n  particularly
hazardous conditions,”
the report says

This view has been
supported by Bamcwu
in 1ts campaign which
15 finally aimed at ban-
ning all asbestos mines
in South Afnca, ac-
cording to the umon’s
publiaty secretary, Mr
Motshumi Mokhine.

Hazards

The IL.O report says
such principles are
generally accepted and
put 1nte practice when-
ever possible But un-

Moreover, ILQ ..
comparnsons of legis- --

lation and regulations
m different countries
coverning work with as-
bestos show an - nu..

ency of measures
taken

All thus underscores
the urgent need for an
attempt to create inter-
national standard
based on the partici-

treme mmbalance in the .., patton and construc-
type, extent and string-

tive contnbutions of

i

.H...I!lll‘.l.lllru.hnnlr}mh“n-h. M S A ATt

ucts, and demotiions £f | . wﬂmﬁmﬁhiﬂ AR AN
@ bour Orgamsation isto  Or removal of insula- “ S “ﬂu 7 fm_,
# ,ropose new stan- tion materialcon- W
' durds, specially de- tamng asbestos,” the (e
~ened to protect work- . TCpOTL Says T PR ,_u :
-r'» ¢ sxposed to asbestos, The scope of the Jﬁm R
syamnst ts harmful ef- problem can be gauged " - &
i ts, when it meets m by the nse mn world |
Geneva in Jume this  production of asbestos =
year. which increased from . .
Ashestos dust has 675 000 tons n 1940 to 3
heen 1dentified as a  well over S mullion tons #3
cause not just of asbes-  today. o
tusis, a cnpphing illness Over two-thirds 1s Tu, e
which harms the Jungs, utilised _HMm.m—._Uﬂman v Eﬁ% -
- . also of bronchiai cement and thewr re- s, R
«.ncer and of mesothe- - Mainder as an 1ogre- MMMWMM,MW e Mw,,._
ltoma (cancer of the dient for some 1 000 .5
pleura and perito-  other industnal prod- : & 1
neum), malacies which  ucls . . 3 e T ﬁ
are usually fatal “Why not replace o giresses. - representatives of gov- | ,

ernment, employers
and Eﬁ.wm_.?

Bamcwu has wel-
comed the notion of
the conference and
says 1t will support any
move aimed at fighting
the killer disease

m.p_sOEC z: _usmznm__m:_ Nefolovhodwe

é

—— ——

fortunately no techno-
Jogically suitable alter-
native matenals have
been suggested for the
majority of industnal ‘

uses of asbestos
The report notes

that threshold hmits
varr from countrv to

- rrarn el aHE

face from mmhaling as-
bestos fibres

) °~_m _m=

Many are unaware
3 having already con-
z.mnﬁn the cnppling
'lun ' disease and thou-
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+1 but also of bronchial
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which harms the [ungs,

cancer and of mesothe-
ltoma (cancer of the
pleura and perito-
neum), maladies which

81 are usnally fatal.

In South Africa,

M trade unmions have re-

acted strongly to the

B discases which they

claim have caused the

deaths of many work-

ers. They maintain

that the occupational

exposure to s dust

s may, 1 some instanc-

| es, present a serious

".L,_. health hazard.

The general secre-

tary of the Black Al-

# lied Mining and Con-

8 struction Workers
g Umon, Mr Pandelani
8 Nefolovhodwe, has
W claimed that hundreds

of families close to as-
bestos dumps in rural

¥ northern Transvaal vil-
A lages are ignorant of
M the possible death they
face from immhahng as-
¥ Destosfibres. -

.i

} = Crippling

Many are unaware -

| of having already con-
R tracted the cnppling
g lung disease and thou-

sands of children grow-<

ing up around asbestos

l dumps also face death

withinthe next 20
years from inhaling the
miuneral’s fibres.

The union has since
started an anti-asbes-
tos campaign which it
clamms has gamned mo-
mentum when it was
supported by most
emerging black trade
UnIons.

In its bulletin, the
[L.O says that the nsk
of lung cancer has
shown to be particu-

% laxly high in cigarette

% smokers among work-

§ crs exposed to asbes-

$ tos.”

“Itis 1ts insidious na—

% ture that makes the as-

bestos hazard particu-
larly dreaded. The
chimical signs or related
diseases may develop
many years after expo-
sure to asbestos has

§ ccased.

Qccupationally, mil-
hons of people are at
nsk of mhaling a sig-
mificant amount of as-
bestos dust in thewr
work. Such exposures
occur mainly in asbes-

 tos mimng, processing

d the mneral, manufac-
turmg asbestos prod-

tectwe measurf:s

utiiised in asbestos
cement and thewr re-
mainder as an ingre-
dient for some 1 000
other industrial prod-
ucts.

“Why not replace
this potenthally danger-
ous substance by one
which 1s harmless or
less harmful? Or even
better, why not ban as-
bestos 1 particularly
hazardous conditions,”
the report says

This view has been
supported by Bamcwu
in its campaign which
1s finally aimed at ban-
ming all asbestos mines
m South Africa, ac-
cording to the union’s
publicity secretary, Mx
Motshumi Mokhine.

Hazards

‘The ILO report says
such principles are
generally accepted and. |
put mto practice when-
ever possible. But un-
fortunately no techno-
logicaily suitable alter-
native matenals have
been suggested for the
majority of mndustnal
uses of asbestos.

"The report notes

that threshold limits
vary from country to

country as do methods
of monitoring The va-
rious methods need to
be harmonised inter-
nationally in terms
both of strategy and
technique to ensure
comparability m the
establishment-and 1m-
plementation of basic
protectton measures.

The report stresses
the mmportance of
technical control mea-
sures such as preven-
tton of formation of
dust, effective control
of dissemination of
dust at the site of its
formation and ade-
quate ventilation of
the workplace.

Attention also must
be given to the control
of possible secondary
sources of airborne as-
bestos, such as dust
settling on surfaces m
the working environ-
ment or contanmunating
work clothes.

Medical supervision
of al workers is also
essential.

Workers should be
informed aboutthe
dangers of the nuneral
dust and should also
participate actively m
the apphcation of pro-

the
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report stresses.
Moreover, ILO
comparisons of legis-
lation and regulations
m different countnes
covering work with as-
bestos show an - ex-
treme tmbalance 1n the
type, extent and string-

ency of measuares
taken.

All this underscores

the urgent need for an
attempt to create inter-
national standard
based on the partici-
patton and construc-
tive contnbutions of

"~ ByJOSHUA *
RABOROKA

representatives of gov-

crnment, employers

andwnrkers
Bamcwu has wel-

comed the notion of

!

L -}

‘5'

4

the conference and -

says 1t will support any -
move auned at fighting

the killer disease
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'when crane
collapses

Five men employed by a
contractor at Escom’s
Matumba power station
in the north-western
Transvaal were killed
when part of a tower j fb-
crane collapsed late yes- afe
terday afternoon :
Escom said the accl-; n
dent occurred when the tple
upper section of 2 4dm
tower crane belonging 1o
one of the contractors yhnd
collapsed while 1t Was ) ters
being moved to another | pay
part of the power station. |—
The cause of the accident iS‘
was being mvestigated.
No names or other de-| yma
tails of the dead were pk cl
supphed. FEscom  €X
pressed condolences to | Slyin
the relatives of those in- {st I
volved 1 the accident. { ap!
A spokesman for the ;‘ ntl];:
eontractors said no more }‘

\ at it
jinformation on the mmci-| e sw

dent could be givenyet. | J®@ ¥
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A DOMESTIC worker has won R2 000 in compensation
after she was burnt because of her employer’s negligence.

Gladys Govana was burnt n March 1982 while defrost-
ing a freezer for her Constantia employer with boiling
water.

She said the employer came 1o unexpectedly and shouted
at her, causing her to spill the boiling water on her arms.

The next day sbe went to hospital for treatment to ber
scalded arms.

«The doctor said I should stay in hospital for two weeks
because of my diabetes, But 1 went back to my employer’s
house the following day to show her my injuries.

“She (the employer) said the job was finished and she
had a new maid. So 1 went to the SA Domestic Workers’
Association for help.”

Sadwa took legal advice and bher lawyer entered 2
RS 000 claim against the employer, claiming negligence
and a duty of care owed by the employer to provide a safe
system of work. In July, a court ruled in favour of Mrs
Covana in respect of negligence. No ruling on the duty of
care was made. — Sapa.

he
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-ONi-Friday, February 23 this year
“:th&78irong" wind played: kiavoe with
carszin Mitchells. Plam, and led.to .-
the“déath of a factory worker, who
fell out-of a panel van when she
tried to close the van door which
had been blown open.

&

r

an acc

—
LW - r‘i"?* R r 1 T L
r

death

My 4

she -turned” to“§it down, the door
blew open and she fell backwards
into the road .

Avril- Jacobs, Myrna’s cousin and
also a passenger in the van, said in
an affidavit: “We-shouted to the
driver to stop, and when we got to

Myrna- Jacobs, 17, of Parkwood  Myrna, she was stil moving”. .
Extate, and three other employees “But she. had very serious head

+ 0f Multifoil in Lansdowne, were be-  injuries.”” - LoF —

ing taken.home after having Myrna: di¢d, in{ Groote Schuyr:;

worked overtime, ., . »-_ *:Hospital the next day. 24

" Theivin was travelling in- De
Duin Aveiive' when the side door of
the,van was flung open by a gust of

3 = TR ki . ¢ -
lu Myrna. got up to close It, bit as =,

U

Driver ‘of the van Ernest ﬁ'll
lrams said he had been driving at
40 km/h, and mquest. magistrate

;
3

AN e Sy e 7" 3B Carroll found that nobody could

be blamed?for Myrna’s-death.

idenf’’
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Debate on

.GENEVA. — Some of the
.&au_n_m most eminent physi-
cians, psychiatrists and radi-
ologists will debate this week
whether personal compiuters,
word processors and visual
display umits (VDUs) endan-
ger health

The World Health Organiza-

1 tion has summoned about 15

experts to a week-long private
meeting opening here today.

‘“Abnormal unmmumﬂn-mm
will be among the E:mn con-

troversial issues n-mm-_mmmn »

said Dr Charles Xintaras, n_.m .

T e

w.u1

L ¢

meeting co-ordinator

“It would in my opinion be a
major breakthrough if we
could solve the concerns of
women and anyone involved
with assessing the impact of
VDUs on reproductive prob-
lems,” he said 1n an mterview.

The experts will study indi-
En:ﬂ cases that have arisen
in about 12 offices to try to
determine whether VDUs
were to blame, and will trv to
establish new guidelines for
operators.

In the United States alone

717 m\.q

VDU wwm:r risks
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more than 10 million ﬂéuw.mwm
use a VDU each day.

Trade unions say that by
19906 more than half the work
force in 1ndustrial countries
and a large segment of Third
World labour will be using
VYDUs.

Public debate has mostly fo-
cused on possible health haz-
ards arising from electromag-
netic radiation emitted by the
terminals, including ultra-
violet, infra-red and X-rays.

Manufacturers and many re-
searchers say thick glass

H.

screens or simple metal
shielding almost entirely ab-
sorb these, but others say
there is no proof that VDUs
are safe.

Most scientists agree that
symptoms stich as eye strain,
headaches, sore neck, head or
back muscles and tender
wrists are caused not by VDUs
alone but by bad office condi-
tions.

Some researchers say that
combined with stress, job en-

vironment and the type eof.

work, screens may carry a risk
of .causing heaith damage or

o o l-...rl. - .f.-.__ .l...-..J_ !..Ir....l_.ul l..njll...fl.l‘l.l.r._._ﬂh.-fl. lr....-rl .qrr. |H.|lr._.- HI - —— Y I.fl - f. - -

r

aggravate existing problems,

_ A report by more than 200
international trade union ex-
perts from 20 countries last
year said VDUs contributed to

skin rashes, cataracts, abnor- ;

mal pregnancies and mw__muﬁn
fits set off by flickering lights.

Dr Xintaras added: “I can
fully appreciate the concern
of women over using the
machines but how do I know
that the woman working on a
VDU is not also doing a dozen
other potentially hazardous
things?” —— Sapa-Reuter °
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Dot Wilson, left, is shll working, but her tellow sutterer

KilléF

KATE MCKINNELL
in Johannesburg

MRS Dot Wilson 1s dying from can-
cer caused by a substance she nev-
er handled — asbestos

Both her parents died from as-
bestos-related diseases. Her two
brothers fear they too will be
victims,

Recently, Mrs Wilson, of Pre-
toria, heard of the death of Ina Pen-
deris, a friend with whom she
formed Asbesta, an organisation for
ashestos vietims,

The dark rings around Mrs Wil-
son's eyes are the only clues to her
1llness There 1s no self-pity, just
steadfast acceptance — she refuses
to make her cancer a major issue.

But she 1s determined to warn
the pubhc about the dangers of as-
bestos, and she is angry with com-
pany directors who claim that safe-
ty precautions have removed the
deadly threat of the mineral

Protection

“I don’t see how asbhestos mining
could ever be safe — ashestos af-
fects the whole environment If 1s
not only people 1 direct contact
with 1t who need protection

“The fibres are barely detectable
and the effects insidious,” she says.

Her account of how asbestos in-
filtrated her life sounds like a sci-
ence fiction horror movie

Mrs Wilson's father was a mine
supervisor Her family first moved
to an asbestos mine at Koegasbrug
1in the northern Cape when she was
eight. Later they moved to another
mine at Pomfret.

Mrs Wilson went to school 1n
Kimberley, and only stayed mn the
mine home during school holidays

During the Christmas holidays the
family would go to the sea

Distinctive

“T don’t think 1 ever touched the
mineral. I never played on the
dumps or went to the mme, When
my father came home, he always
had a distinctive smell

“But the fibres 1n the air are
hardly noticeable, although I re-
member seeing them mingling 1n
the soil and sticking to fly traps
hanging in homes.”

In 1979 when routine tuberculosis
tests were done at the Pretoria of-
fice where Mrs Wilson worked as a
secretary, she was told she was suf-
fering from TB and was treated for
the disease for over a year.

“I cannot remember how often I
told doctors I had lived on an asbes-
fos mine, but I suppose they just

Ena Penderis has died since this picture was take @

Victim_of the

as

weren’'t tuned 1n to the implications
of this

“When TB treatment didn’t help, 1
was referred to a thoracic surgeon,
and after doing tests, the first thing
he asked me was whether I had
lived on an ashestos mine ™

Mesothelioma

In 1981 she was told she was suf-
fering from mesothelioma, an -
curable cancer of the lung hning di-
rectly caused by asbestos.

“] seem to have lasted lomger
than most I've even been able to
work, although I do get very tired. I
need a week to recover after cobalf
treatment every month,” says Mrs
Wilson

Her daughters, aged eight and 10,

know their mother has cancer. Mrs
Wilson says they and her husband

are a great support

Last year she met Ina Penderis
and they formed Asbesta, to create
pubhic awareness about asbestos
and to help sufferers from asbestos- |
related diseases.

They have heard from people
who have had contact with asbestos
and are now doomed with directly
related 1llnesses. Not all have lived
near mines — some are lahoratory
workers, others transporters who
loaded the asbestos.

“Most of the response has been
from people who need financial
help Mining companies only pay
compensation to people they have
employed — a small proportion of
those who have been exposed to
asbestos.

Alternative

“T wish we could create more
awareness among people working
at asbestos mines — how can those
mothers take their children to live
in places like that?”

Mrs Wilson says claims that safe-
ty standards have been improved
and asbestos 1s safe to handie can
only be proved after 20 years — the
effects of asbestos can take decades
to manifest themselves

Asbesta 1s campaigmng for alter-
native materials to be found for
manufacturing items like heaters,
plant pots, hairdryers and toasters.

“Who knows the danger of asbes-
tos in these 1tems? A report from
overseas showed asbestos-related
disease 1n someone who hved near
a stop street — she had been affect-
ed by the asbestos fibres from car’s
brakes,” says Mrs Wilson

Asbesta’s appeal for alternative
matenals aims to reduce mning of
the material and therefore the
number of people handling it
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THE National Umon of Mineworkers and the
Government mining engineer will today hold an
inquiry into the ncident at Witbank’s Riet-
spruit collrery in which two miners died.

The mguiry comes a
week afterthe two
miners, Mr Johannes
Thoko, of Tafelkop near
Groblersdal, and Mr
Ivan Futshase of Coles-
berg were found dead

A umon spokesman
told The SOWETAN
yesterday that the worlk-
ers died after a blast at
the colhery last Mon-
day The incdent has
caused concern among
the miners

The concern deep-
ened after workers dis-
covered that Mr Tho-
ko's body was found 4
few days after the
sedich They contend
that management did
not report his death to
the umon, according to
the spokesman

A spokesman for
Rand Mines, which
owns the mine, con-
firmed the madent and
sald thataninquiry
would be held today

Meanwhile NUM'’s
general secretary, Mr

SOWETAN

Reporter

Cyrt Ramuaphose  has
been elected president
of the new federation of
«rmine workers 1in South-
ern Afnca ‘The election
took place in Harare this
week

Unions from Zambia,
Mozambique and Zim-
babwe tool part in the
formation of the fede-
ration

The federation also
resolved to improve
working, “hving  safety,
heaith and education
conditrons for miners in
member countries

‘The formation of the
federation comes 1 the
wake of South Afncan
threats to expel as many
as 1.5 muilhon migrant
workers, most of them
employed 1n the coun-
try’s gold mines
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So far this year there have been 118 attacks

on petrol: pump attendants at

] ]

L ! ¥

rages in the Peninsula and R70 000 has been stolen. STEPHEN WROTTESLEY

and HENRI DU PLESSIS investigate the reasons di-% there are... ,_

SEVERAL petrol pump atten-
dants in Cape Town have been
wounded this year 1n the spate of
hold-ups that have followed the
sharp increases mn the price of
petrol and the fact that filling
stations are now permitted to

sell fuel at night

So far this year there have been
118 attacks at garages in the Pemn-
sula and R70 0600 has been stolen, ac-
cording to the Pemnsula murder and
|~robbery squad

The squad only investigates rob-
beries 1n which firearms are used, so
these figures do not include attacks
with knives or other dangerous
weapons

In most of the cases, the lives of
petrol pump attendants were at risk
for a few rands

Shots were fired on at least four
occasions and at least two attendants
were hit

Risk factor

The mgh number of attacks at ga-
rages in relation to other violent rob-
beries can be gauged from the fact
that the Peninsula murder and rob-
bery squad has investigated only 37
bank and building society hold-ups 1n
the same period this year

Because of the risk factor to atten-
dants, suggestions are being made
that the manner 1n which petrol is
sold at mght should be changed

Experts point out that if clients
buying petrol outside office hours
were forced to pay the exaet pur-
chase price and this money was de-
posited 1immediately in a safe, the at-
tendants would have no change on
Ewﬂ — and they would not be worth
00D Ng, .F

problem to the investigation of the
robberies — many of the victims
leave their places of employment
shortly afterwards leaving no for-
warding address

Suggestions have been made that
some of the attendants have bheen
fired after being attacked

A spokesman for the Garage and
Allied Workers’ Union said the re-
cently-formed body had, as yet, re-
cetved no complaints about the dis-
missal of staff after robberies

Cash shortage

However they had heard of an
across the board levy being made on
attendants salaries i1f there was a
cash shortage — even if the atten-
dant was not 1n charge of the money

According to the umon, attendants
earned about R46 a week on average

A spokesman for one major o1l
company said the principle of paying
the exact amount had been found to
have a “lot of merit” by the compa-
ny’s marketing division

However the division could foresee
difficulties with the implementation
and wondered about whether the
measure would not an umposition on
the right and freedom of choice of
the individual

Regulations

The firm’s legal department had
found that the 1dea would be easy to
implement All that would be neces-
sary would be for the Motor Indus-
tries Federation to ask the Mimster
of Mineral and Energy Affairs to

No facilities, poor conditions

1a >

e e R AL W

Wl e Pl e w3 [EERTY v TV o ey YR EnaAr re

MOST night-shift petrol pump attendants at 24-
hour service stations earn a weekly wage of he-
tween R70 to R85 — without tips.

Often the conditions under which they work are
poor. Shelters are small and offer little comfort or
warmth during cold nights.

According to the pump attendants at a Bonte-
heuwel service station that has been particularly
hard hit by robhers this year, they are not mem-
bers of a union and recerve no benefits such as
paid leave, paid sick leave or accident pay.

They work a 13-hour shift from 6pm to 7am the
following day.

The men have no facihities except a toilet and
are not even able to make themselves something
warm to drink.

Told of the men’s claims, Mr G M Heneke of the
Motor Industries Combined Workers Union said
such conditions seenied highly improhable. Atten-
dants have‘to contribute to a pension fund, he said,
and it was required by law that they should get

gangsters

workmens’ compensation if mnjured at work.

“There are garages, of course, that take
chances,” he said.

According to Mr Y Singh, owner of another ser-
vice station in Bonteheuwel, hold-up gangs usutally
strike between 1ipm and 3am after keeping their
targets under observation for some time.

_Mr Singh closes his service station at 9pm every
night. He says he does not believe in exposing his
pump attendants to dangers he would not face
himself 1n what he terms a high risk area.

The situation is not bad at all 24-kour service
stations, however,

At one fillmg station in Mitchell’s Plain, pump
attendants sit behind a bullet-proof window in the
main building at night The pumps are computer-
ised and can be controlled from inside the building.

Customers help themselves to petrol at the
pumps and deposit their money in a special draw-
er which is passed in under a bullet-proof window.
They receive thewr change 1n the same way.

change regulations governing the
sale of petrol

A spokesman for the Motor Indus-
Porax Wy~ el 1L was aware o




*Police Tsay - theTattacks 'on. ‘petrol
pump attendants have become one of
their;.greatest headaches and that
there appears to be no way to stop

the robberies,

Worst hit

.There 1s no real pattern to where
and when they happen Worst ht
have been garages in Grassy Park
where there have been 14 attacks
But in Philippr there have been 12
robberies, Athlone 11, Mitchell’s
Plain and Bishop Lavis nine and
Lansd?wne and Woodstock eight

There have also been attacks n
Elsies River, Parow, Steenberg,
Kuilsriver, Bellville, Retreat, Kraai-
fontein, Manenberg; Mowbray, Clare-
mont, Cape Town,; Maitland, Durban-
ville,. Guguletu, Goodwood, Diep
River and Ravensmead

Sunday, Monday

On average, most of the robberies
occur,on Sundays and Mondays but
no day can actually be described as
safe as can no hour of the mght

Pohice complain there 1s an added

““the present sifiatioh but Tobberies”

.l'#ﬂﬂ.h'ﬂnn ey -

had been happening for years °

Unemployment

“Possibly the recesston, unemploy-
ment and the high price of petrol is,,
resulting m an increase mn this type
of crime ”

“Also stations that are open 24
hours a day are fairly easy to hut.”

The spokesman said the problem
had not been discussed as far as “no
change” purchases were concerned
but that this would now be brought
up at a bi-monthly meeting of the ex-
ecufive committee of the Western
Province division of the SA Motor
Traders Association

-Dr L~ Alberts, director-gerieral{of.
the department of Mineral and Ener-
gy Affairs, said he personally felt the
suggestion was a “smart 1dea” How-
ever he felt there might be problems,
especially if it led to automatic
pumps and a subsequent loss of jobs,

He said that any attempt to
change the regulations would have to

come in the form of a request from
the MIF
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By .umn_mmm Unwin

Legislation which protected
consumers in South Afriea
against unsafe products was
not as advanced as that of
highly industrialised coun-
tries, Professor D J McQuord-
Mason, deputy dean of the fac-
ulty of law at the University
of Natal, told the Checkers
Consumer Journalism Semun-
ar on Product Safety

“Compared with a highly deve-
oped and mdustrialised country
uch as the Umted States, there ;s
1 dearth of law governing product
afety in South Africa,” he said

SUGGESTIONS

The professor had several sug-
estions to improve the situation
'As there was little evidence
dout the extent of mnjury or dam-
3¢ caused by unsafe preducts 1n
wth Africa, casualty wards in
)spitals could usefully record
atistics of such injuries to deter-
ine whether or not there was a
ed for betier safety standards
L Pagticular products

R I " "

'St

tions, said Dr CJ Johnsto
Engineering and Physics

ar yesterday .
He said the

He

he said.

“It 15, therefore, in therr own best interests to oppose

The professor added that, 1n
Ameriea, a computfer service
monitored injuries caused by
products From this 1t was POSss]-
ble to draw up a list of dangerous
products
® Section 15 of the Trade Prac-
tices Act could be used to prohibit
the selling of unsafe products and
the Trade Practices \Advisory
Committee should consider set-

ting up.a work group to consider
this =

-

ronger consumer
The South African Bureau of Standards would pre-
fer to see a stronger representation from the con-
sumer sector when drawing up product specifica-
, director of Electrome

Department of the SABS,
said at the Checkers Consumer Journalism Semin-

prime function of the SABS was stan-
dardisation and not consumer protection,
said to ensure all viewpoints were taken mto
account, close contact was maintained with consumer
groups which were mvited to serve on all project com-
muttees hikely to affect the consumer.
Compulsory safety controls were
ous to the manufacturing and commercial sectors,”

LU B

AR a
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and had the finan
experts “favourably inclj

such regulations or to ensure that any requirements set
are as wide as possible.”

He said prior to most specification project meet-
ings, the manufacturing sector held ecaucus meetings
cial muscle to obtan the services of

ed to their cause who can put

forward very convineing arguments”,

sentatives.”
“always oner-

® The South African Bureau of
Standards, which tended to be
producer-orientated, should es-
tablish a consumer-orientateg
test centre to which consumer
groups could send products for
testing at a nominal fee and ob-
tain reports for eirculation to the
publ:ic _

® Where there'was a contractual
relationship hetween a consumer
and a manufacturer or seller who
professed skill and expert know-

Dr Johnston said.

but against such opposition the corsumer represen-
tatives have a very hard time
“Nevertheless,

nificant successes

“This is, of course, their right,

the consumers do score nany sig-
, thanks to their hardworking repre-

In the mterests of fair play, the SABS would mn
general prefer to see a

contingent from the consumer
tion project meetings, he said,

stronger, more diversified
sector and specifica-

ledge of an unsafe product, strict
Liability should be lmposed so the
consumer could recover conse-
quential damages

® In contractual cases, the ten-
dency of manufacturers to ex-
clude or limit their hability by
giving “so-called” guarantees
should be controlled. Legislation
should be Introduced, as had been
done 1n the United Kingdom (and
developed by the courts in the
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"Igegislation should glve.more protection-to consumers, says professor

SA lags in product safe

Ly

United States) to prevent manu-
facturers mcluding unfair condi-
tions i their warranties

This matter was receiving the
attention of the South African
Law Commussion.

@® Where there was no contractual
relationship between the manu-
facturer or seller and the con-
sumer 1n South Africa, it was nec-
essary for fault to be proved In
the Umted States strict hability
had been 1mposed on manufactur-
ers of unsafe products and simalar
recommendations had been made
for the United Kingdom and the
European Economic Community,
although they had not yet heen
1mplemented

DIFFICULTIES

® The “fault principle” rased
difficulties of proof for consumers
who did not have expert know-
ledge of manufacturing processes,
although they might be “partially
assisted by the doctrine that the
facts speak for themselves” This
doctrine could be developed by
the courts, as had been done 1n
the Umted States, to 1mpose strict
hability on manufacturers
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Dr Gert Oberholster, chief director of

Department

In the consumer press,

The Star Friday November 1 1985

7

“These products have been propagated for any number of med)-

cal conditions, Including cancer ”

He said the danger was that these products had not been subject-
ed to enitical scientific review 1 any way

NOT REVIEWED
“Consequently their safety, efficacy and quality have not been

reviewed

was critically reviewing
“Today there are many
scribed medication to use a

Journalist has said

“At the end of the day, some of these consumers may find themr
disease has, 1n fact, progressed to such an extent by the time they
come back to formal medical treatment, 1t may just be too late ”

Advisory committee urged

A commiitee should be esiab-
lished to investigate and advise
on product safety, said Mr Jan
Cronje, chairman of the Con-
sumer Council, at yesterday’s
Checkers Consumer Journalism

Sermmnar
f

‘yxeg uc
‘ueqang

consumers who have

product that they have read about in
popular consumer INagazines, basing their behef solely on what the

abandoned pre-

“We are not adequately pro-
tected against unsafe products,”
said Mr Cronje “We are too di-
versified and the regulations
spread too wide There should

be a body which can correlate
this ”
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aggression |

Bad freinth; aAraccused of politically motivated commerical

0 R vy -
blamed for?"

ork’ 1nj mﬁwwﬂ.

Pretoria Burean '
The expected accelera- | ==
tion in the urbamsatign | ™!
process 1o Soufh Africa | & °
will lead to greater de-
mands for t1aimng facili-
ties 1n metropolitan
areas, the Minister of
Manpower, Mr PTC du

=
u.h_.ﬁ.

e
ﬂiﬁ:nn+

————

i

And 1t 15 suggested this 1s an
example of the kind of retal-
latory actlagn South Afiwca might
take agamnst> gts neighbours 1n
response  to @?&E. economic
sanctions from the

and Zmbabwe
e cheap rates, combined
ith sahotage of Mozambique's
aill network by south African-
backed gunerillas of the MNR,

the northern and eastern Trans-
vaal, Swaziland, southern Zimp- |
babwe,and Botswana

South African traffic through fi
Maputo has fallen from 6,5 mil-

e

MAPUTO — Mozambique has
accused South Africa of practis-
Ing politically motivated “‘com-

;mln-n-l L I ITY

: est had led 10 a sharp drop in traffic  lion tons ' in pre-independence
bﬁ Plessis, sald today merclal aggression” Maputo’s port director, /Mr using Maputo’s port, he saiwd 1973 to only one million tons
u__ Addressing a manpow- | . A senior offictal has claimed Francisco Diniz, says\_&outh Mr Diniz accuses the South today, 75 to 80 percent of which
1+ er conference 1n Pre- | South: Africa was delibgrately  Africa’s commercial aggresglon  African  Transport  Services g low-tanff cargo like coal H
;/* toria, Mr du Plessis said undermining Mozambique’s 4 takes the form of avy is- (SATS) and Safmarine of deli- While shipping officials say i
A\ ) d b ) pping Sy
¢ employers would have {0 | econpmy by directly and - counting of rail, popt and ship-\_berately diverting traffic away 1nefficiency and 1insecurity - at
: make a meaningful econ-

tunannzauhnaqt-nu";/y-

- W O m

tribution to training
schemes

He said inadequate
training contributed to
work daccidents In 1984,

more than 180000 casesu~éf® & mises with capiialism to presexye and rescue an cent cheaper than the normal
were _.mw.clmn to the, .w..T._m pohitical violence in South Africa/was to an embattled revolutionary base”. ’ rail tariff — coupled with pref-
Workmen's Compensa- ¢xtenft a product of the Nkomati Accord, which And just as Lenin had made a “gtrategie re- erential port and shipping rates|,
t11on Corninissioner v o] stad heen portrayed as a defeat fop/the country by treat” by agreeing fo free trade with formerly — have substantially accelerat- |J
About R79 mullion was ¥ “t _ foree difig 1o the head of |k . . - ls
| the revoluttonary forees, accordmg to osttle capitalist countries, Mozambnie was eq the decline! *
pald out tn compensdtion | sthe department of internationg] relations at Wits willing to trade with South Africa The cenclusion of the Nkoma- {]

for permanent disabili--
tigs

In 1984, only 11 percent
of workers 1n the fields of
agriculture, manufactur-
ing, construction, com-
merce and finance, whose
traimng could have been
deducted as a tax conces-
sion, enjoyed the benefit
of further traimng

directly cutting the country’s

ping charges for freight traffic
iy

xom Maputo, the nearest port
from the Transy8al, Swazland

e farms and industries of

Nkomati Accord blamed for m A violence

By Mike m__m._Em

sea-port freight trade to

The aim 1n both cases wax to “make compro-

Tiniversity, Professor Dirk Kdnert % :

"Addressing the Witwatersrand branch of the
Sauth™ African Institute of International Affairs
last might, Professor Kunert said that in a simlar
way the abortive intervention of South Africa mn
Angola 1n 1975 had contributed to the outbreak of
the 1976 upheavals

"He said the motives which led Mozambique to
sign the accord were similar to those that gmded
Russia to sign a series of peace treaties with hos-

tile Western European countries i 1921,

Professor Kunert said hoth actions were
as expedient reactions to terrtble situations

But no sooner had the agreement been signed
than the Mozambique Government portraved 1t as
a defeat for South Africa and a victory for Ma
zambique, he said

Encouraged by this, revolutionary forces had
atiempted to exploit the “precarious situation”
faced by South Africa — and so the Nkomat: Ae-
cord produced the ever-escalatmg violent situa-
tion n South Atrica, Professoi Kunert added.

Ho 1

the port and railway have been
depressing traffic for years, Mr
Diniz argues that SATS’ practice
of offering contract rates on se-
lected Transvaal and Zimbabwe
cargoes which are 20 to 50 per-

L1 non-aggression pact last year
had led to hopes of increased
evenues from South African
affic through Maputo, but ac-
cording to Mr Diniz, SATS has
actually stepped up 1ts efforts at
deliberate diversion,

Diplomats and shipping com-
panies in Maputo largely con-
firm the Mozambican allega-
tions
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MOSSHKL — A
Mossel ¥y man died
| vesterday when he land-

ed under a tractor carry-
ing a load of bricks at the

Reébok brickworks near | |
Great Brak River.

Mr Ockert Senekal of
Bavview was Kkilled
when he tried to stop the
.| tractor which started to
| tmove after he had
parked 1t — Sapa
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suffered mior Injuries
when a large piece of
masonry fell from a wall
above where they were
working yesterday morn-
Ing

The accident occurred
on the old Waldorf site
bounded by Burg, St
George’s, Hout and
Shortmarket streets

The two mnjured worlk.
ers, Mr Kawumatim

te

Atola and Mr Sibo May-
momyo, were discharged
from Woodstock Hospa-
tal last night |

The dead man’s name
has not yet been re-
leased as he hag yet to be
identified by hig wife

Large crowds had to
be confined to the pave-
ment by police as the
street filled with emer-
gency vehicles and res-
cue workers worked to
free the body from the
rubble

Mr R Gamble, manag-,
ing director of Oveon
Cape Civil (Pty) Ltd, the |
tompany doing the
demolition work, said
yesterday the accident
occurred during the
demolition of 3 wall
alongside an adjacent
building R

“A large prece of ma-
sonry broke free and
knug:keﬂ-hasgr;e -some
scaffolding on’ which the
two men who were 1h-
Jured were working It
fell and erushed the
dead man,” he sard

He had no comment in
reply to allegations by
Mr John Brockwel], a
City businessman whose
fiancée works 1n a build-
Ing opposite the site,
that safety regualtions |
were not adhered to on {'
the site r

Mr Brockwell said yes-
terday 1t was only a mat-
ter of time before some-
body was hurt on the site
as, workers did not wear
hard hats and were not
warned when walls were
about to crumble
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Thteé municipal  workers
were ‘overcome by man-
ganate gas at the Munici-
pal Sewerage Works near
Fourways this mornmng.

They were trying to

| pull a car from a four-

metre deep sewerage
hole.
One of the men was ad-

‘| mitted fo the Milpark

Hospital and the other
two were being ireated
at the'Crown Mines Hos-
pltal- . ot

" According to asenior
Randburg Fire Depart-

'l ment spokesman, the m-

-— e = e

]

| hole and was overcome
' by manganate gas givel
‘off by the sewerage A

cident happened about

;11 am. The men were
struggling to pull the car

out of the hole when it
became stuck.
A worker went 1nto the

second worker went to
bring the unconscious
man to the surface but
was also overcoime,.

A third worker, with a
rope around his waist,
was also ovecome but
was pulled to the surface
and 'revived with mouth-
to-mouth resusitation.

The second man was}’
then brought up and re-{-

vived, and the Randburg
Fire Départment rescued
the-firSt man gyga:

il b
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JOHANNESBURG —_
Three municipal work-
ers trying to pull a car
from a four metre deep
SEwer were overcome by
gas and rushed to hosp-
tal yesterday

The men were over-
come by manganate gas
at a munieipal sewerage
works

Rescue officials said
the men were struggling

foo was overcome -——

to pull the car out of the
hole when a worker went
into the hole and was
overcome by the gas.

A second worker went
to bring the unconseious
man out, but was also

overcome, . |

The third worker tied
a rope around his waist
and went down, but he

Sapa
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to conduct =
bestos [robe
THE Black Allied Mining and Construction Workers-Union has asked l
the International Labour Organisation to conduct surveys in South Afri-
can mines and other industries for the control and elimination of hazards
of asbestos dust.
Bancwu’s publicity
secretary Mr Motshumt
Moktuni told THE SO-

WETAN that the re-
quest has been made in
order to step up their
anti-asbestos campaign
in the country

The survey has been
called in the wake of vi-
deo-spread reports of
deaths and other haz-
ards caused by diseases

By JOSHUA RABOROKO '

ttonal campaign to con-
trol and ehminate the
hazards of asbestos dust
next year

Delegates drew up a
draft convention requir-
ing ILO member coun-
tnes to enact laws pro-
tecting workers against

asbestos-related dis-
gases

ber of workers assigned
to work mvolving asbes-
tos be kept to a mim-
mum, areas of activity
connected with asbestos
be clearly demarcated
and the location of as-
bestos 1n construction be
recorded i order to fa-
cithate future repair or
demolition without dan-

in the mines The convention laid gerto workers
down measures for the Referring to the 1ssue
Hazards treatment of asbestos- of equal opportumties,

the conference has re-
commendedfhat the
same criteria be apphied
to all workers in cases of
redundancy or dis-
missal, without distine- '
tion based on sex, mari-
tal status or age

A further recommen-
datron was made for |

contaminated clothing
and disposal of waste,
containing asbestos, and
calls for official author-
sation for the demohtion
of plants or structures
containing asbestos 1n-
sulation

To minimse the expo-
sure of workers to asbes-

The umon will be sec-
ond to ask for survey to
be conducted on hazards
and accidents in South
African mines The Na-
tional Umon of Mine-
workers (NUM) re-
cently released a survey
on the number of acc-

dents caused in the
mines

The ILO has resolved
at a meeting n Geneva
to intensify the interna-

tos, the convention sug-

gests that the matenal;

be used only when its'
risks can be prevented
or controlled, the num-

equal renumeration for
all workers and for job
classification and eval-
uation that was free of
sexual bias
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Worketkifl¢ N
orker’Kkille yre
% tg::.“i’ duﬂ{e wurlker. a%ed ?_bnlnut 60, died yesterday
oon after a large tyre fell on his h
Town harbour’s H Berth, 15 head at Cape
A South African Railways police spokesman said
last night the man’s name could not be released until
his family had been notified. s
The accident occurred when, togethertwith other
workers, the man was fastening tyres to the berth
walls. The tyres were to act as buffers for ships
harboured there.
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this peniod, 1if not, why not, if so, (a) (a) 379 n respect of farm school build- (1) Whether any employees of the South The remaining cases are einther of a very
in what manner and {b) what 1s the ings African Transport Services m the munor nature for which claims were not in-
mimmum penod they have to serve : Cape wwz:_ﬂ:_m Enm,m_ ﬂnﬂ%ﬁ of stituted or are still being investigated
t ay leave the Force, (b) 468 619 pupils cnmes ol violence while on duty 1n
before they may . T«.ﬂ o> gl 1984, 1if so, (a) how many and (b) (b) No such claims were instituted
(3) (a) what percentage of women who Maize . Uy what was the nature of the cnme 1n
were tramned at this college and who X .lol % 22 Nu\w } P each case, (3) Cape Town, Table Bay Harbour, Salt
subsequently attested, remained In 683 Dr M S BARNARD asked the Minis- W River, Langa, Bontheuwel, Philippi
the Permanent Force after the expiry  ter of Agricultural Economics ¢ (2) whether the South Afnican Transport and Bellville
of their imtial tramning period, dunng 3 Services have had to pay any com-
the latest specified penod of five What was the (a) landed cost of each s pensation to (a) employees and/or (b)
years for which figures are available consignment of maize imported n 1983 w passengers m 1984 as a result of their
and (b) in what capacities do or did and (b)(1) outfiow of foreign currency and __ being victims of such crimes while Pharmaceutical/homeopathic medicines
they serve? (n) extra cost to the taxpayer as a result of aF performing their duties or travelling
these imports? i EW ﬁwmﬂzﬂ _MH the Cape memmﬁm_ If so, 705 Mr W V RAW asked the Minister of
TER OF DEFENCE ot what total amount was paid out m  Health and Welfare
fhe MINIS The MINISTER OF AGRICULTURAL | each case,
1) Only other ranks are attested under ECONOMICS _ (1) What was the cost of (a) registration
2 nm&w mn the Permanent Force .ﬁ (3) at which stations 1n the Cape Penin- and (b) annual renewal of (1) phar-
Women who attest directly in the (a) Figures are not available for the 1983 h sula are there South Afncan Rail- maceutical and (u) homeopathic
Permanent Force, 1e not from the calendar year F.mea wc:n”ﬂ_nm BM- ways Pohlice posts? medicines as at the latest specified
ranks of the SA Army Women’s col- tracts were concluded for the import- ' date for which figures are available,
lege, are not trained Mn the SA Army ation of mawize during the penod May _ The MINISTER OF TRANSPORT AF- e
Women's College 1983 to Apnl 1984 : FAIRS (2) whether there 1s any difference 1n the
1, registration of generic and individ-
(2) (a) and (b) Permanent Force other 600 000 tons at R172,74 per ton g (1) Yes ually specific medicines 1 these two
ranks do not attest for a fixed period 100 000 tons at R160,09 per ton et categornes, if so, what difference?
They can purchase their discharge at wmm mmm tons at mem_mw per ton ' (a) 76
tons at ;21 perton The MINISTER OF HEALTH AND
any ime 275 (000 tons at R192,15 per ton w__ﬁ (b} Attempted murder © Al A
300 000 tons at Eow_,ww per ton 2
For th od 1980 to 1984— 150 000 tons at R196,02 per ton b Co ded tret
() () ﬁm..%m L 230 000 tons at R194,71 per ton E.m Assault with intent to do () Wmﬁwﬂnnmoa:wﬁm _Wam ._m_“
. ; grieveous bodily harm 23 approval of registration
(b} Women are only utilized i the The landed cost consists of the above- Robbery 9

supporting services of the SA mentioned c 1 f pnces plus an average land- —not compounded 1n en-

RSA = R1000
Defence Force such as person- 1ngcostof R11,34 per ton (2) (a) Yes, compensation in terms of tirety 1n
:nn_._ stores and m:mzn% func- the Workmen's Compensation plus R120 at approval of
tionanes signallers, etc (b) (1) Total outfiow currency until 30 Act, 1941, was paid 1n five cases registration,
April 1984 amounted to R427.9 " ) ied - .
| milbon (Landing costs ex- 1) RI0093 for total disable- 11) compoundaed i enurety in e
T E nrwm_ﬂ*a_m — cluded) ment RSA = R500 plus R60 at __w
(Lo .._m.. 3 23 \ ENIR) approval of registration il
S N i o
677 Mr R W HARDINGHAM asked the (n) The deficit on the mmport ac- (2) R700 plus R276 per month —not compounded 1n en- __m
Mimister of Co-operation, Development and count until 30 April 1984 which compensation pension 1o tirety i1 RSA = R1 000 A
Education was borne by the tax payer widow, plus’ R120 at approval of 7
amounted to Nﬁ.mm milhion 3) RE751 dheah registration, L
H any applications for the sub- With the inclusion of interest or temporary disable- .
m_ﬁmwumﬂaﬂiaﬂ mwwﬂ ﬂ%sma_m were recerved after 30 Apnl 1984, the final de- ment (b} (1) compounded 1n entirety 1n "
by his department in 1984 and (b) what ficit amounted to R49 milhion 4 RSA = R60, R
number of pupils benefited from the subsi- e oanced (4) R63 for temporary disable- -

yees: victims of crimes

1 LF
Murder 2 WELFARE
Common assauit 41 (1) (a)
m

dization of farm schools 1n that year? o e ment (1) not compounded in entirety .ﬁ
Jzation o Y . Col-¥32 Ty v\%u.l i & m RSA = R120 ™
The MINISTER OF CO-OPERATION, Mr § S VAN DER MERWE asked # ; =y (5) RI105 for temporary disable- __1___.“_ i
DEVELOPMENT AND EDUCATION the Mimster of Transport Affairs 15 wm ment (2) Currently, no. _“__m“m“__
HoA UL : rm.nnnnm __“_______m
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ZHE YORK. — An American “ashes- mmwmmgm.ﬂmwm_ﬁn health problems.

| tos producer has offered to pay  If the offer is accepted Manville

"R5 550‘million to claimants in what will set up a fund and shareholders

-is the largest health settlement yet will surrender half the value of their

made by a private company. ,  ‘ stock The company.will- ‘also have to

. The company, Manville Corpora- surrender much-of its projected
tion once the largest asbestos pro- earnings over the mext 25 years.

ducer in the world, has been” grap- Asbestos, widely used in insulating
pling with the case for 15 years: materials, m_Eﬁ_ clothing, appliances,

- In 1982 it declared itself bankrupt' and, other products, has been the.
| to’ get around 16 500 _mﬂm__:m which cause of fatal or debilitating __Em

m __mn ﬂmm

- rn.:.

nmﬂnmﬂ. The disease takes up to 20
years-.to develop and the company
had mmwmﬁmn 60 000 claims, mainly
from m_:w.ﬁnn workers.’ !

_ Emﬂﬁ:& used the amuwn__ﬁaw as a
tactic “3 E.imnﬂ the company finan-
Em:w. ms:mm settlements were worked
out, ‘although it was . still solvent. -
ﬁaﬁmﬂmﬁ the plan-backfired.. . -

It ..m:_ not-be able t¢ pay off the
claims over time as it had hoped. In-
stead the vmuw_._%_ﬁw EE._“ requires -

A~

that _Em a:Eva, Emwm unaﬂmsu mE.
all future.cases, based on statistical
wﬂ.“_muam.

- The offer still has to be approved
by, shareholders, . unsecured creditors, ,
,ma.nmmmnnmnam_ current health claim-
.E:m as well as_the bankruptey court.

* ‘The largest, mEE previously set up
aw a company for health claims was
. R360-million for’ aﬁEmmm ciused by

{'an intra-uterine birth aaﬁﬂ.o_ device
* called the Dalkon shield.”
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at mine

From COLIN HOWELL

JOHANNESBURG — At
least 21 mine workers
were killed and 29 in-
jured 1n a massive meth-
ane gas explosion at the
Middelbult colliery 1n
Seciinda soon after mid-
day yesterday.

Late last night, rescue
attempts by speclal
Proto teams were ham-
pered by what a mine
spokesman described as
“dust so thick, you can’t
go in looking for
people” i ,

In addition, becatiSe
ventilation structures
had been destroyed in
the explosion, an accu-
mulation of gas 1n the
blast area had made 1t
1inaccessible

Earlier yesterday, the
mine put the death toll
at seven, with 22 men in-
jured and 10 missing,

While “temporary ven-
tilation structures” were
being installed last night
to restore the flow of
fresh air, the toll rose to
21 while 29 men were
taken to hospital

The spokesman could
not say if all the mine’s
staff had been account-
ed for yet Rescue oper-
ations were continuing
last night

The names of the dead
wlll be released once
their families have been
i1nformed

g " -




Eall

|
of whorn were still 1n hospital, ]
the statement said

JOHANNESBURG — One of the workers said that
Mineworkers at Middelbult «sWhen *thé{methan:;;géssaﬂén ‘the

Colliery at Secunda, EasterB .jpine exploded the.hume$erupt-

Transvaal last might still did
not know how many of thewr
fellow miners were dead and
how many injured i Mondav'’s
methane gas explosion

A statement from Sasol’s
management yesterday said a
rescue team had discovered the
bodies of eight mineworkers
bringing to 29 the death toll
from the explosion Twent)-
nine people were mnjured eight

Ed"

“The accident ‘took place at
midday By 2pm word had
spread that 16 people were
dead The death toll grew to 2i
bv lam on Tuesdav We are
still not sure about the number
of 1mmjured

NOT FOUND

On Mondav night about sev-
en people were unaccounted
for By 2pm on Tuesday two
more bodies were recovered
from the shaft”

Security at the mine was
strict and reporters were not
allowed on the premaises

In a telex message a Sasol
spokesman said the injured
miners were in Sasol Two Hos-
pital and Sasol Two Chinic
Three of the seriously injured
were 1n hospitals on the Witwa-
tersrand Nineteen
mineworkers had already been
discharged

Sapa reports that a Sasol
spokesman said temporary
ventilation structures were be-
ing nstalled to re-estabhish the
flow of fresh air at the colliery
1n an attempt to gamn access to
the area of the methane gas
explosion
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l“’asbestos A

BARARE — There is no
danger In the mining or

handling of white as
tos, the only variety of
the mineral wmined in
Zimbabwe, says a visit-
ing authority on occupa-
tional health. -y

Dr Peter Elmes says

there has been much con-
trnvergi;erecanﬂ about
chest ases related to
the inhalation of ashestos
fibres

He says only the blue
and brown varietles are
dangerous and can cause
lung cancer. — Sapa.
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v, Staff. lLeporter gw“
X%‘@O KERﬁiwas injured todas
when"he . was it by a falling
plank m a second accident this
week ‘at the site of the new
Wooltru building near the City
Halli}ﬁa

‘He received emergency
treatment from ambulance
personnel at the site — on the
corner of Corporation and
Longmarket streets — and was
Ehian taken to Somerset Hospi-
a

His name 15 being withheld
unfil lus famuly have been told
Ambulancemen said the man
had heen working on the
ground floor when the plank
feil from scaffolding on the
thidd floor . -+, , ﬁ

On Monday Mr Columbus
Somdyalo, 45; of’Nyanga, was
killed when he fell three floors
on the site. 1.3

-
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Dr:J Christopher ‘Wagner! the
South African scientist who first
found the link between asbestos
and ‘the deadly cancer of the
Iung>lining, mesothelioma, from
Studies 1n the Northern Cape,

has.warned that blue asbestos |

from South Africa 1s more dan-
gerous than many other types of
ashestos

Dr Wagner, who emigrated to
Wales 1n the 1960s to head the
British Medical Research Coun-
cil’s; pneumoconiosis umt, re-
cently won a R200 000 American
award for his work 1n cancer re-
search.

According to General Motors,
which instituted the award, Dr
Wagner’s early investigations
into asbestos exposure 1n South
African miners, and later re-
search into hazards of asbestos
materials have had a mayor 1m-
Pact on the prevention of can-
cer. Weood
. It has made himi} the.inan be-
*hind many of the import bans.on
asbestos products, and. regula-

, trons to protect workers from
lethal asbestos dust in Europe
and America “
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ALTHOUGH no defimitive data is
in yet from the several re-
séarch studies that are under-
way to determine whether rads- -
ation ‘emitted by video display'

‘{erminals (VDTs) 1s harmful to
humans, more and more legal
actions are being instituted —
and won — aganst employer

1 the United States. ‘

With a chorus of complamts al-
leging that everything from,
skin cancer to deformed babies
born to mothers who spend long
hours working at VDTs, more
and more workers are sumng
their employers for damages,

+ and substantial sums have heen
awarded by courts

“The situation right now 1s com-
-pletely chaotic,” said an ocet-
-pational therapy official at-
tached to the US government’s
Occupational Safety Organisa-
t§0n ,

“There, are a few studies that

would seem to Indicate that

%

i, -constant use of VDTs may
~jcause eye strain, perhaps red

+eyes and possibly even high lev-
5 els.of stress,

:ifthit 1s happenmng now, howev-

yer, 15 that workers are blaming

frag

a veritable lexicon of maladies
on computer monitors and, be-

tive data, many judges choose

cause there 1s a lack of defin- |

. to make awards working on the
« basis that they would rather err
. on the side of the worker who
, miay have been hurt by the de-
*}E;,:Xlge 3 1}&
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frimti L
By CHRIS(BATEMAN
Crime Reporter

POLICE. .are mmvesiigat-
1ng the possibility that
three recent arson at-
tacks on buses 111 Langa
and Guguletu 1n which a
bus conducter died, are
the work of feuding bus
company owners

The attacks, two of
which occurred around
midnight on Saturday,
were aimed at the Trans-
kel-based Elite Bus Ser-
vices, ‘the Guguletu-
based Motale’s Bus
Service and the Brack-
enfell-based Rlue Line
Carriers.

The fatal attacl:;_[;m

which conductor Mr ‘S1-
phiwe Vika, 24, of Langa, police
was burni to death, came ——

about midnight outside
the men’s single quar-
ters 1n Nyanga East.

According to one bus
company owner who de-
clined to be named, Mr
Vvika and a colleague
were asleep;in;the bus
when a petrol bomb was
hurled The unidentified
colleague escaped bu

F——_

)

Wiy O LA T
Mr Vika was overcome,

by fumes and colldpsed. -
The bus, owned by;Elite
Bus Services, had been
gutted. ;

Within an hour, a bus
parked nearby was gut-
ted as a second petrol
bomb was hurled. This
bus, belonging to Mo-
tale’s Bus Service, was
badly damaged

About eight hours €ar-
Lier 1n Langa, a bus be-
longing {0 Broadway Bus
Services was set alight
and extensively da-
maged

The bus company
owner claimed that he
knew who was responsi-
ble for the attacks’ and-
that he had mfnrmg@ the

.
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A member of the Kempton Park Fire Departmen
breaks through o factory window
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It took fremen nearly two hours tojextinguish the blaze at a petro-chemical factory in Spartan yesterday,

Workers flee a5

chemicals explode
In factory fir¢

y Don Holliday, QT Hﬁses each eui ngO B%;éns

East Rand Bureau

Five workers at a Kempton
Park petro-chemical factory
had to run a gauntlet of flymg
and exploding aerosol cans to
get to safety yesterday when 2
fire broke out at the factory

The fire started shortly be-
fore midday at Metropohitan
Ouls (Pty) Ltd m Plane Road,
Spartan, and gutted the facto-
ry. One worker was treated for
minor burn wounds on hig
hands

A company spokesman, Mr
Tieme Fouche, said 1t was not
possible to give an exact dam-
age figure, but it would “run
mto millions of rands”

He said five workers had
been m the factory mixing a
solution of volatile chemicals
when the mixture ignited Spon-
taneously The factory was
filled with laghly mflamraable
chemieals, 'including 3 800

——

of petro-chemical products

“The fire spread ineredibly
quickly, reaching the aerosol
cans. One of the cans exploded,
causmg a cham reaction of ex-
plosions

“I shouted to everybody to
get out quickly and we had to
dodge these exploding missiles
to get out of the factory,” said
Mr Fouche,

The factory as well as the
adjomning office block were
evacuated m less than five mi-
nutes. The explosions sent cans
flying 1 all directions, some
landing neighbouring prop-
erties about 50 m away,

Five motor cars were also
slightly damaged by the heat of
the fire

Kempton Park’s Fire De-
partment battled for about two
hours to get the blaze under
control

Mr Fouche said the company
should be back w full produc-
tion 1n three to five weeks

—w




asbesto

GOVERNMENT has stepped
into the asbestos debate with a
set of draft regulations de-
signed to curb asbestos-related
diseases.

| Controversy has ragefi for years

over the health hazards posed by
asbestos Campaigns to ban it have
been waged 1n SA and overseas
while statisties on deaths attribut-
able to the mineral are hotly dis-
puted by producers. Medical re-
| search continues but the dangers
of overexposure to asbestos fibres
are indisputable.

Draft regulations apply only to
{ the ndustrial use and not the mmn-
ing of ashestos. They have been

warmly welcomed by the mndustry,
which says the controls are tighter
than those overseas, except n
Britam,

They provide for a _maximum
exposure hmit to ashestos fibres
and detail requirements for the
handling, disposal and processing
of asbestos as well as the educa-
tion and traming of employees

The draft regulations have been

s

WS

ALAN RUDDOCK \

welcomed by the Fibre Cement
Manufacturers’ Association,
which represents all three SA as-

bestos manufacturers

Chairman M C Pretorius said
his members “have been operating
under similar self-imposed con-
trols for many years and the mon-
toring procedures suggested b
the regulations will give our ef-
forts added credibility”.

The regulations allow for a
maximum exposure hmit of one
asbestos fibre per millihitre of air
(1f/ml) No differentiation has
been made between the various
types of asbestos Experts dis-
agree whether differentiation is
necessary, but the bulk of opinion
suggests white asbestos (chrys-
olite) 1s less dangerous than brown
(amosite) and blue (crocidohte).

The EEC has announced new
regulations effective from Janu-
ary 1987 of 0,5£/m1 for blue asbes-
tos and 1f/ml for, all others Brit-
am’s limits are 0,2f/m! on brown
and plue-and~,5{/ml on white
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Labour

» “Pieterniar
Bureau .

‘| A FARM labourer died

yesterday after falling on

o the blades of a, rotad
Lvatm& on a farm 1n the

| |* Severt Oaks disfript near,
- hGI‘B,y]ZPWﬂ; ZE?%EPE%S 1
T

The aceident hapbe Edtl

1 on the farm Heidelberg a
about 74bam

s Polige sdid Mr Vusis
s Dlaminy; 25, tried to jump
' on to thé back of the mov-
' 1ng tragtor 1n a field -but
' 1ost his.grip and fell on to
vthe rotdvator blades

£
$
£y
4
3

o
. The fractor drver did
b: not immediately realise
t|: there had been-an accl-
t dent and continued along
the length of the field.
t| When he.returned he saw
' Mr Dlamim lymg hurt
At that stage Mr
I Dlaminr was still alive
He was taken to hospital

/| but died of the.way

f
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With/the shortage ofin(pl‘c@ment during the
current economic crisis, few workers can turn
down a Job because of their diplike pf working

shifts /2__%/

However, many shift workers agd g e unons are
beginming to question the adve se_ef ct working
which such hours have on their physical and psycho-
logical well-beng.

This 15 the subject of a study recently completed by
the Health and Information Centre in Johannesburg,
an Independent voluntary orgamsation serving the
needs of trade unions and community groups on
health-related 1ssues

The study was completed 1n conjunction with the
Transport and General Workers’ Union and the
Paper, Wood and Allied Workers’ Union, both of

which have expressed dissatisfaction with their

shiits.

The major complamts reported by shmft workers
include steep disturbances, nervous problems and di-
gestive disturbances. There are also increased inci-
dents of neurotic’ complaints among shift workers as
well as social problems related to the disruption of

- family and social hfe
Exact; figures on the ex-
tenit of shift work 1n
South.Africa are not
ava’ﬂgﬁle

Those industries affect-
ed by,shift work include
hospitals, food products,
primary metal mdustries,
printing and publishing,
postal, paper and allied
products, wood products
and tobacco.

Manufacturing 1ndus-
tries requiring confinuous.
production have the high-
est proportion of shift
workers

In 1ts study HIC re-
poris that the quality and
quantity of sleep 1s de-
creased among shift
workers and sleep distur-
bances are the most com-
mon side-effect of shift
work

Decreased sleep con-
tributes to increased fati-
gue and higher mcidences
of néorotic behaviour If
the worker 1s tired he or
she 1s more prone to sick-
ness, wrritability, depress-
1on and headaches Bor-
ing jobs can aggravate
such allments.

ABSENTEEISM

Absenteelsm appears
to be greater among shift
workers

" Digestive, disorders
' among shift‘workers are
. also common.” ..
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Mucn ot the research
into the psychological
impact of shift work has
focused on the Circadian
rhythms — the body
rhythms that vary 1n reg-
ular cycles over a 24-
hour period, affecting
heart rate, body tem-
perature, and the secre-
tion of hormones

With shift work, these
rhythms attempt to ad-
just to some sort of rou-
tine, but difierent sys-
tems may become de-
synchromsed because of
the 1rregular hours, re-
sulting 1n many of the
physical aillments experi-
enced by shiit workers

An additional problem
reported to umons since
the declaration of the
state of emergency and
the implementation of
curfews 1s that of shiit
workers being harassed
by the police and SADF
when they return to the
townships after complet-
Ing shifis

Shift workers are less
able to take part i child
raising, and other family
members may feel limit-
ed 1n their activities be-
cause of the presence of a
sleeping worker during
the day

Sexual problems have
also been reported by
shift workers, who com-
plain that fatigue affects
their sex -drive and ultl-
mately leads to tension
and frustrations in thewr
relationships

@ MoTeiirequent rest
periods may be.necessary
at nmght to decrease the

"t 1kelihood of accidents

and fatigue -

® Medical, 'services
should operate at the
same level as during the
day and transport should

e available to get in-
Mnred workers to huspﬂ;al

How to
minimise
the
adverse
effects

These are some of the
recommendations put
forward by HIC and the
unions concerned to mini-
mise the physical and
psychological effects of
shift work

® The health of shift
workers should be moni-
tored Workers should
have medical check-ups
when first piaced on a
shift system and at regu-
lar intervals afterwards
@ Workers should have
some say in the organisa-
tion of their shiits

@ Shift workers and peo-
ple working unsociable
hours should be paid
more than day workers

® The length of shifts
should be related to the
type of work At least 24
hours of free time should
be arranged after each
night shift to prevent ex-
cessive fatigue, Single
night shifts are better
than consecufive ones as
they do not affect body
rhythms excessively

LY

REGULAR

@ In a continuous shift
system certain factors
should be considered 1t
1s better to have a regu-
lar system of rotation
than an irregular one.
Short cycles and regular
systems make 1t easier
for the worker to plan his
social life. As many free
weekends as possible
should be arranged, as
this 1s the biggest section
of time available for shift
workers to be with thewr
families -
® People on shift work
should be exposed to no
addttional health hazards
such as 1nereased concen-
trations of chemucals or
noise
® Canteen and resting fa-
cilities should be avail-
able "

@® Transport facilities to
get workers to and from
work should be provided
by the company

@ The starting and finish-
ing tirmes of shifts shuuld'f'%
take the availability of
transport and eating faci-
lities into account

L



wo others injured
w2in a wall collapsed

aaws
niiay on the old Wal-
“orf site in the city
cutre where buildings
re being demolished.

The three men were

.. King on a portion of wall

aring Hout Street when a
—tion broke loose and fell
__1 them.

Demolition 1s under way on
he gite bounded by Hout, Burg,
~r Georges and Shortmarket
Sreets

The operator of a mecham-
-2 scoop nearby jumped from

cab and ran to free the man
.o was killed when the rubble

11

Tovered with mud

A large crowd stood 1 pour-
w rain as building workers
-z emergency service per-

.* remove the body

The mjured, Mr S Mayongl
nd" Mr K Atoli, who had a
~< 7 1njury, received emergen-
y treatment before being tak-

___ {0 Woodstock Hospital

A shocked Mr Mayongi —
«uv wWas covered with mud and
ravel and had a fractured
-rm and other 1njuries — said
~ was working on the first
wior near the other two men
.20 a section of the wall on
-~ upper floor collapsed

shopping arcades

The operator who helped
¢e the dead man said “l do
- know what happened I am
“ifi trymng to find out

i
“l do not want to say any-
und more ”’

® Demolition 1s under way to

iear most of the old Waldorf
‘= to make way for a R20-
"Mon 13-storey bunlding due
- completion n early 1987

The new building, being de-
civpea by the Natal Bulding

nciety, will 1include shopping
-aaes and offices

Right: One of the in-
jured building workers,
Mr S Mayongi, receives
treatment from emer-
gency service nursing
sisters today before be-
ing taken to hospital.
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Pictures JIM McLAGAN, The Argus

Firemen and Metro workers carry a worker’s body from the Hout Street-Burg
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wall collapsed today.
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Business Report, pages 10, 11|
@ Premier Group sees difficult year ahead

@ NBS assets rise — profits up 11%
@ Protea and Phoenix merger approved
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PRETORIA — An Air
Force fire officer said
yesterdayv that *‘a huge
bal} of burning petrol”™
shot out of the top of a
burning tank at Sasol’s
Pretoria West petrol
depot and landed on an
SAAF fire tender, kill-
ing three of his men,

Commandant Victor
Jacka later mistook one
ofthe tncinerated bodies
for his son Chrisltopher
who survived the flash
inferno which destroyved
the Ri-million Pathfind
er fire tender

Three hours earhier —
about 2am — a force of
about 100 Pretoria fire-
men 1n 20 tenders angd at
least 40 ambulances
raced to the petrol depot
after a blaze broke out1n
a storage tank SAAF
units were called 1n o as-
s1st after a 5 000-litre
supply of foam was
drained

Three workers were
seriously injured and 11
firemen were later
treated for burns DPam-
age 1n the blaze, which
alsoravaged a one-store)
brick office building and
destroyed trees and tele-
phone poles on a public
road 100 metres away, 15
estimated at milhions of
rands

Police said 1nitial in-
vestigations ‘‘revealed

A charred tree and bent telegraph pc
the scene of the fire at the Sasol r'-
Pretoria West yesterday.

that the tank overflowed
as a result of an industri-
al accident and it would
appear as if a small fire
on an adyacent property
caused the gases from
the escaping petrol to 1g-
nite”’

The possibility of sabo-
tage had been ‘‘com-
pletely ruled out”

The dead SAAF fire-
men are Sergeant W J
“Shorty” Hawkins, 30 of
Air Force Base Water-
kioof, Corporal Donald
Clench 22, of Air Force
Base Swartkops, and Ailr-
man M S Knoetze 23 who
was serving a two-month
“camp” at Waterkloof

Only two members of

thelr team surii.-
fireball Corporal
22. who received _
cent burns =&
national servic.
Airman C P van &.
ever 20 of Sprir 2
was seriously bu;
Both are reporte
1n a satisfactory
tion at Pretoria’s
tarm Hospital
Commandant J
who was 1in charge
SAAF fire-fighi —-
at the depot, sa1d ’
briefed lnsmen at
fated fire tender
onds before it -
veloped 1n flames
“They were a
water 1o cool the -
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difficult year ahead
up 11%
merger approved
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PRETORIA — An Arr
Force fire officer said
yesterday that “a huge
ball of burning petrol”
shot out of the top of a
burning tank at Sasol’s

- '-"..h‘” Al T ate s -

-

ay i
]

L LT

Pretoria West petrol
depot and landed on an
SAATF fire tender, kill-
ing three of his men

Commandant Victor
Jacka later mistook one
ofthe incinerated bodies
for his son Christopher,
who survived the flash
inferno which destroved
the R1-million Pathfind-
er fire tender

Three hours earher —
about 2am — a force of
about 100 Pretoria fire-
men in 20 tenders and at
least 40 ambulances
raced to the petrol depot
after a blaze broke out1n
a storage tank SAAF
units were called 1nto as-
si1st after a 5 000-litre
supply of foam was
dramed

Three workers were
seriously injured and 11
firemen were later
treated for burns Dam-
age 1n the blaze, which
alsoravaged a one-storey
brick office building and
destroved trees and tele-
phone poles on a public
road 100 metres away, 18
estimated at milhons of
rands

Police said 1nifial in-
vestigations ‘‘revealed

—

A charred tree and bent telegraph poie at

the scene of the fire

at the Sasol plant in

Pretoria West yesterday

that the tank overflowed
as a result of an 1ndustri-
al accident and it would
appear as if a small fire
on an adjacent property
caused the gases from
the escaping petrol 1o 18-
nite”

The possibility of sabo-
tage had been ‘‘com-
pletely ruled out”

The dead SAAF fire-
men are Sergeant W J
“Shorty"” Hawkins, 30 of
Air Force Base Water-
kloof, Corporal Donald
Clench 22, of Air Force
Base Swartkops, and Air-
man M S Knoetze,23, who
was serving a two-month
“camp’ at Waterkloof

Only two members of

their team survived the
fireball Corporal Jacka,
22 who received 18 per-
cent burns and a
national servicemen,
Airman C P van den He-
ever, 20, of Springs who
was seriously burnt
Both are reported to be
in a satisfactory condi-
tion at Pretoria’s 1 Mili-
tary Hospital
Commandant Jacka,
who was in charge of the
SAAF fire-fighting units
at the depot, said he had
briefed his men attheill-
fated fire tender °‘sec-
onds” before 1t was en-
veloped 1n flames
“Thevy were applying

water to cool the shell of

the tank,” Commandant
Jacka said
know that the tank was
overfilied, thatthere was
no expansion space

“1 was with another
team of firemen about
100 metres away when
petrol blew out of the top
1in a huge ball of flame
There was an incredibie
heat blast 1 turned my
back but 1t was too hot
and I had to flee with the
other firemen

“The ball of fire came
right down on the fire
tender and we couldn’t
help the men The whole
place was under fire’

Commandant Jacka
found three bodies near
the burnt-out tender
after the fire had been
brought under control

Relief
“] believed one of them
was my son’s — but 1

could only judge from
the shape and si1ze of the
remains Later, 1 heard
that two of my men had
been removed 1o hospi-
tal 1 found out that
Christopher was one of
them — 1t was an increds-
ble rehief™

The managing director
of Sasol’s marketing divs-
sion. Mr G G Botha, said
the storage tank fire
spread when petrol
flowed from the burst
sides of the tank, which

has a capacity of one mil-
hion litres

“We didn’t
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'S y have caused big bl
Watchman’s fire may ave caused ‘big blaze
-serwous condition in Ka- - ‘quence of the disaster,
lafong Hospital including the

It 1s understood that nightwatchman’s fire

trol pumped from and exactly how petrol
e s putnped leaked from the 200 0001

—=8atisfactory condition at
1 Military Hospital

Corporal Jacka was
on the destroyed Path-

finder fire-tender be.
longing to the Air Force
fire-fighting team was
destroyed A tipper lorry
from the Pretoria Fire

+  Argus CnrresPnndent

YPRETORIA — The kill-
.€r blast which claimed
*three lives and left at

least 16 people injured
''was apparently ignited
by a nightwatchman’s
brazier on adjacent pre-
mises

The mightwatchman,
Mr David Mket:1 of Den-
mlton, received 50 per-
cent burns and 1S 1n a

one storage.tank to an-
other, causing an over-
fiow The spilled petrol
apparently came 1n con-
tact with Mr Mketi’s
brazier

Detectives, the Pre-
toria Fire Departrment
and Sasol officials were
today probing the se-

storage tank

According to a Saso]
statement, damage at
the depot was estimated
at Rl5-milhon This fig-
ure does not nclude the

-burnt petrol, damaged

powerlines and cars
A Rl-million Path-

=3 RANK X

Brigade that was ferry-

ing foam to the site was
badly damaged

Two Amr Force fire-
men, Corporal Christo
Jacka, 22, of Wierda
Park and Airman CP
van den Heever, 20, of
Springs were today 1 a

FROX

SCPICERITER

kenyon wies 360172

finder manning the foam
nozzle when the tank
erupted mto a fireball

Inttial reports said he

died 1n the blast. His fa. |-

ther, Commandant Vie-
tor Jacka, identified hys
son’s body minutes after
the explosion. Hours ]at-
er it was learnt that ke

.Wwas sfill alive and n

hospital witk burns to
his face, hands and legs

Those killed have
been identified as Ser-
geant Wynand Hawkins,
30, of Waterkloof Ajr
Base, Corporal Donald
Clench, 22, of Berez

Park and Airman M S

Knoetze, 23, of Wester-
ing, Port Elizabeth.

in Pianos
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(zolden Acre, Shop 55

Phone 21-7705 or /15
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i Stellenbosch, 114 Bird Strest
Phone {02231) 7-2938




and

—

1
T Fr
i

.,
!
by

L]
L
I S

h
I

ONE of the vie-
tims in the fire
that extensively
danraged a Sasol

fuel storage depot
left three

people dead in

T

Pretoria West yes-
terday described
how he escaped
being roasted to

death.

Mr Ishmael Lep-
huting of Thokoza,
Alberton, who 1s a
secunity guard at the
Sasol depot 1n Indus-
tna Road, told The
SOWETAN from Ka-
lafong Hospital that
he was sleeping 1n a
room inside the prem-
1ses together with his
colleague from Tho-
koza, Mr Paulos Ket-
s1se, aiso a secunty
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guard They heard
loud and deafening
explosion™ at about
4 30am

“We both woke up
and rushed for the door
and ran outside We
were confused and the
whole place was a ball of
fire We were both
caught m the blaze but
we managed to rn out-
side the premises where
I coliapsed 1 only woke
up here at the hospital at
about 6am,” Mr Lephut-
ing satd

Injuries
Talking from a wheel-
chair at the hospital, Mr

Lephuting sustained 1n-
Junes to the neck, head
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sise also sustained mju-
nies to the head, his col-

league saxd “We are
lucky to have survived,”
added Mr Lephuting
who told The SOWE-
TAN that he had been
workig for the company
for the past three years
A spokesman for the
police 1n Pretona yester-
day said three people,
believed to be members
of a South Afncan Aur
Force fire-fighting team,
were burnt beyond rec-
oghition during the
battle to bring the blaze

ntrol
ILieutenant J Jeffer-
son of the pohice directo-
rate in Pretona said the
charred remains of the
dead mer were found on
the scene and seven
men, including four
whites, were rushed to
the Pretona West and
Kalafong hospitals after
sustainng injunes
When The SOWE-
TAN arnved the area

was cordoned off by po-
hce and traffic officers

é;@-y

-A tipper truck awas de- .

stroyed, the depots
steels stroctures had col-

lapsed, three petrol
tanks damaged and
nearby powerslines were

melted by the fire A
number of vehicles were

also damaged
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Sasol
victims.
discharged

TWO of the victims who
ustained injuries when
3 Sasol fuel storage de-
pot in Pretoria West was
gutted by fire leaving
hree people dead, have
been discharged from
the Kalafong Hospital.
Mr Ismael Lephuting
and Mr Paulos Ketsise,
both from Thokoza 1n
Alberton and security
guards at the depot were
treated and discharged
late on Tuesday after-

noomn, a spokesman for .

the Kalafong Hospital
near Attendgeville said
yesterday. Both men
suffered 10 percent
burns 1n the head, neck
and hands, the spokes-
man sard

Another wvicttim, Mr
David Nkete from Den-
ntiton who sustamned 50
percent burns, 1s still 1n
a critrcal condition 1n the
hospital’s intensive care

Lt HJ Beck of the Po-
lice Public Relations Di-
rectorate 1n Pretoria
ruled out sabotage and
said the fire was started
by fuel overflowing from
the petrol tank and 1g-

nited by fire from the |

adjacent property

Damage caused by
the raging fire has been
estimated at R1,5-mil-
lion Petrol deliveries
however had not been
affected by the fire, a,
spokesman for Sasol
satd

B

rall



ASBESTOS

CHILDREN using a hos-
tel next to the disused
Kromellenboog asbestos
mine,in Lebowa were last
woek ‘moved to a new
school sponsored by
Gefco.

_ Gefco is one of South
"Africa’s largest asbestos
producers and owner of
the property.

- The children’s proxim-
ity--to potentially deadly
material created interna-
tional news last year and
renewed the debate about
ithe effects of asbestos on
health.

. {The Griqualand Explo-
ration and Finance Com-
pany (Gefco), which also
owns the nearby Penge
mine, gave R80000 to-
wards the new school,
built by pupils’ parents
and mine workers over
the last four months.

It was opened on Wed-
nesday and will cater for
600 pupills — most of
whom were at school 5km
from the old controversial
Site' E}: % ‘Im: ::
", Asbestos dust has:been
identified as a cause’of.
asbestosis, a crippling 111~
ness' which harms the
lungs, and bronchial can-
cer and mesothelioma
(cancer of the pleura and
peritoneum), diseases
which can-prove fatal.

Consequently, contro-
versy. arose around the
discovery by a reporter
lagt -year of some young
black school children
playing on asbestos
dumps abandoned by min-
ing, companies 1n that re-
gion. Local people were
also said to be using aban-
doned dumps to build as-
bestos cement houses

Gefco, Pat Hart
said last week that Gefco
bhad bought the Penge
. mine 1n,1981 dnd with it a

scattering ‘of“abandoned

workings. This included
the old Kromellenboog
mine, where the previous
owners had allowed the
school to use the aban-
doned hostels.
Hart conceded during
an interview that media
ressure last year had
astened plans to move
the school, but argued
that Gefco had already
ensured the adequacy of
dust control measures
taken at Kromellenboog.
He said the major
reason for the move was
that bulldozers would be
used during securing op-
erations in the area, so
(efco had decided to help

Lebowa authorities in
providing a facility off the
mine because 1t was “ob-
viously undesirable for a

school to be housed
_ there”,

]

!

|

- He said Gefco had em-
barked on an extensive
clean-up programme at
the Penge mine, mill and
village, after aquiring the
properties and had been
covering all old dumps
with sand and vegetation,

“The other precaution
was to fence the dumps

off. We established a pri-
ority list of most hazard-
ous dumps — those clos-
est to concentrations of

—_—————

people — which we cov-
ered first and now all our
dumps are fenced or on
mine property which is ef-
fectively fenced ”

He agreed there were
other abandoned dumps:
and old mines m the
Northern Transvaal area
— not Gefco's responsibil-
ity — which still pre-
sented a hazard to people
because securing mea-
sures had not been taken.

“The Lehbowa govern-
ment lacks funds and old
owners cannot be traced,
but most of these aban-
doned workings were
smaller pick-and-shovel
operations ”

Hart said that because
Gefco was in the area, it
had offered fo assist rele-
vant government depart-
ments if they took respon-
sibility for securing these

areas.
The Technical Advice
Group — professionals

concerned with industrial
health — have estunated
200000 people are ex-
posed to the asbestos haz-
ard 1 the north-eastern
Transvaal alone due to
the nature of thewr jobs
and the prevalence of un-
protected workings

However, some people .

like Hart believe the
problem has heen grossly
overstated because safety

measures have improved

enormously at mnes and
most abandoned dumps
are sifed In remote areas

They argue that work-
ers are safe as long as
they obey safety mea-
sures. Because the effects
of asbestos-related

=
Children living in a hostel next to o disused asbestosmine
in Lebowa were moved, to a new school last week. CLAIRE

PICKARD-CAMBRIDGE reports.

diseases might only
emerge 20 or 30 years
after sustained contact,
victims today are usually
the result of infection In

the past when asbestos |

hazards were not well

known
Government mimng en-

gineers check dust counts
in the mines on an almost
monthly basis to ensure
managers are keeping
levels were well below
the limut — 2 frbres per ml

. in working areas and 0,02

fibres per ml 1n residen-
tial areas.

The Penge milling
area’s most recent dust
count was 1,2 fibres per
ml, (below the himut) but
Hart confirmed the mine
had been found fo exceed
the limit in certain desig-
nated mask areas last
year They had been com-
pelled to reduce dust lev-
els immediately.

Worker compensation
for occupationally-relat-
ed diseases or accidents is
a controversial 1ssue
throughout the mining n-
dustry and white workers
receive a final settlement
of R26 000, coloureds
R24 000 and blacks just
over R2 000

He said his company fa-
voured the current
Niewenhuizen Commis-
sion proposals that great-
er parity be introduced 1n
the compensation of the
various races.

But asked why Gefco
had not raised them any-
way, Hart said this was
because the problem had
to be solved by the indus-
try as a whole as all the
munes paid into a central
compensatory pool, and
payouts were allocated by
government’s Medical
Bureau of Occupational
Diseases,

In 1983 Penge mine
paid out 140 worker com-
pensation allowances, 70
1n 1984 and about five to

date this year, half of

which were possibly as-

bestos-related, Hart said.
Once workers are paid

out they are precluded
from making further
claams from employers,
but Hart adds that SA is
the only country where
the benefit of the doubt 1s
given in diagnosis, and
some were capable of re-
suming other jobs.

There 13 also no black
miners’ pension scheme
at Penge and Hart
charged that although
management had consid-
ered implementing one,
workers throughout the
mining industry had not
proved keen

Experts who believe
the prevalence of asbes-

[51 ____':4—- ch] __‘ZQZ{ZW/
Asbestos pupils

get a new school

tos-related diseases is:
vastly exaggerated are
quoted 1n a newsletter.
ublished by Gefco and-
auli companies.

But conflicting schools
of thought prevail and as-
bestos remains an emo-,
tive i1ssue 1n many coun-
tries — particularly the’
US — where total costs of .
claims aganst asbestos
producers are set to top
$12bn, T

In Sweden asbestos
minng 18 banned and Lu-
ther Jooste, chairman of
Gefco, said this week that
Gefco's financial per-
formance last year had
been affected by the cam-
paign aganst asbestos by
many overseas countries,
the recession and last
year’s strike at Penge,

The Black Allied Min-
ing and Construection
Workers Union
(BAMCWU), which has an
access agreement at
Penge mine, 1S pursuing a
campaign for the banning
of the asbestos industry in
SA

The umon intends hold-
ing an international con-
ference on asbestos in Jo-
hannesburg at the end of
the month

M
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By JOSHUA
RABOROKO

The president of the

Black Alhed Mining

and Construction
Workers Union

'y (Bamcwu), Mr Let-

5 satsi Mosala, told deje-
g gates at a meetmng 1n

Soweto at the weekend

.2 that they have resolved
4 to mtensify therr any-
i} asbestos campaign at
% schools and among
5 community organisa-
s 11ODS 1n these areas

The two-day confer-

i ence at the Diocesan
4 Centre, attended by
@ delegates from a]l
 parts of the countny,

also heard messages of

% suppori from Bntan,
% New Zealand, Austra-

l1a, United States,
West Germany, Can-
ada and from local
trade uni10n

L Movements

In a dramatic mes-
sage from the United

States, Dr Barry Castle-

man, said he was un-

able to attend the con-
e ference because fhe
s South African govern-

ment refused him 3

 visa However, he
% pledged sohdanty with
8 delegates

ﬁ_’_’% £
red

iz THOUSANDS of peo-
g ple in urban and rural
f areas m Sounth Africa
E may die in future afier
% contracting asbestos
i3 fibres, unless dramatic
5 measures are taken to
bt save them.

(&
f?l@é@

In his address, Mr

g Mosala said mupe man-
¥ agements have

neglected the “Liljer

E disease” for over 30
= YEArs and more people

were hkely to die 1p
the northemn Transvaal

ki and Cape Province

He said blacks who

@ contracted the asbes.
£ tos diseases were often
E Ziven “poor remunera-
& tion” while therr whyte
® counterparts earned
% More

“White people re-

i~ cerve R24 000 and an

additional R400

5 monthly pavment for
hife as compared to
only R1 700 for blacks

who are oftep dis-
mssed afier contract-

% 1ng the disease

“Our umon 15 poing

i to fight that our mem.
§ bers get the same ac
¢ whites The hves of
§ our people are ey.-

posea o thic danger
cvervyday, We are
£oIng to intensify the
Campaign untii mine

T T m———

S
managements do
somethmg about the
asbestos in the coun-
try.” he said

The following res-
clutions were also
taken

® A committee was
elected to mobilise the

campdign,

& Students should
be urged to spread the
campaign,

® So<called “home-
land” cluefs should be
contacted and meet-
ings held with other
leaders to conscient;se
them about the dis-
edse,

@ Trade unions
should be consulied to
alert their members

Mecanwhile Bam-
CWU’s publicity secre-
tary, Mr Motsom;
Mokhine, left yester-
day to attend the ant)-
asbestos conference
called by the Interna-
bonal Labour Organ-
sation in Brussels,
while the uwnion’s My
Mbulelo Rakwena

Avice-president) re-
turned from overseas
at the weekend -
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b

(4)

(5)

(6)

(7

(8)

(%)

companied a televiston film crew of
the South African Broadcasting Com-
pany to Mathopestad in May 1985, if
s0, (a) when, (b) what 1s the (1) name
and (un} rank of this offical and {¢)
what was the purpose of their visit to
Mathopestad,

whether (a) he, (b) this official and/or
(c) any member of his Department or
any Development Board obtained
permission from the leaders of the
resirdents of Mathopestad for this
visit, if not, why not, if so, (1) when,
(1) what 15 name of the leader who
gave tius official the necessary per-
mission and (1) what was the nature
of the request made to these leaders,

whether the official concerned (a)
gave any mstructions and/or (b) made
any suggestions to the film crew re-
garding whom they should mterview,
if so, (1) why, (1) what was the nature
of the instructions or suggestions and
(11) what are the names of the per-
sons who were recommended or sug-
gested for interviews,

whether any of these persons have
agreed to move to the resettlement
site near Onderstepoort, if so, how
marny of these persons (a) have and
(b) have not agreed to move,

whether he or the previous Minister
of Co-operation and Development
was informed of the establishment of
a haison committee by the residents
of Mathopestad, if so, when,

whether he or any member of his De-
partment has met with this commut-
tee, if so, (a) on what dates, (b)
where, (c) what matters were dis-
cussed and (d) what was the outcome
in each case, if not, why not,

whether he intends meeting with this
committee, i not, why not, if so,
when,

(10) whether he will made a statement on

HoA

the matter?

~—

iThe DEPUTY MINISTER OF DEVEL-
OPMENT AND OF LAND AFFAIRS

(1)

and (2) Durning discussions with a
deputation of Mathopestad on 21
May 1983 1t was apreed that visits to
Mathopestad will be arranged by
Government officials This arrange-
ment has not been cancelled

(3) and (4) Yes In view of the fmany press

reports about Mathopestad a tele-
vision flming umit wvisited the area m
Apnl 1985 in order to inform the
public about the factual situation
The team was accompanted by Mr W
J Pretortus, Commnussioner at Rusten-
burg in whose area Mathopestad 1s
siteated, and Mr T A du Preez. an
Admnistrative officer

(3) and (6) No suggestions were made to

the film crew nor were they given any
instructions The crew did however
conduct brief general discussions with
ndividuals 1n Mathopestad

(7) to (9) I am not aware of the existence

(10

of an officral liatson commuttee The
commumty did indeed establish a
Planning Committee The mtention s
that discussions will be held with the
Planning Commuttee

b,
r|§ A Bv\
olice ﬂmﬂ.w_m" rotection/security
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16 Mrs ﬂ._ SUZMAN as mm Ew%&_uﬂm_.
of Law and Order:

(1)

Whether the protection of and secur-
ity at police stations in the Republic
have been urgraded, if so,

(2) (a) what total amount was spent
this regard in the 1984-85 financial
year or 1n the latest specified year for
which figures are available and (b) 1n
respect of how many police stations
was this amount spent?

The MINISTER OF LAW AND OR-

DER
(1) Yes
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5
The

OPPOSITION

fence

(1)

(3)

4)

(2) (a) 1984-1985—Rd4 372 047

(b} 108
.zﬂk_manﬂ

Y %T??\uﬁr?ﬁ_.ﬂ
ADER OF THF OFFICIAL
asked the Minister of De-

el3™ (2.(s) 1665

Whether the South African Defence
Force or any agency or person con-
nected with the South African De-
fence Force has made use of defo-
hants or herbiades to ehimmnate
vEgetation in any areas in (a) South
West Africa, (b) the operational area
and/or (c) Angola, if so, (1) where,
(1) on what dates, (1) why, (1v) on
whose authonty in each case apd
(v)(aa) what was the chemical con-
tent of the defohiant or herbiaide used
mmnn (bb) from whom was 1t obtamed,
II not, :

whether it was at any time the mten-
tion of the South African Defence
Force to make use of any defoliants
or herbicides 1n any of these areas, if
s0, (a) when, (b) where, (c) why, (d)
what were the circumstances sur-
rounding these plans and (e) why was
it dec:ded not to carry out these
plans,

whether any tests have been carried
out to determune the effects of such
herbicides or defohants on (a)
people, (b) ammals and (c) vegeta-
tion, if not, why not, if so, (1) when,

1) by whom and (1) what were the
dings,

whether he will make a statement on
the matter?

TThe MINISTER OF DEFENCE

(1)

(a) and (b) Yes, a herbicide was used
as part of defensive measures

(c) No

(a) and (b) (1) On the cutlines and the
so called Yat: strip

{u) In
1985

1981, 1983 and

(1) To facilitate the loca-
tion of enemy crossings
of the stnips they have
to be frec of vegeta-
tton The most cost ef-
fective  method o
eradicate vegetntion i
by means of the use of

herbicides
(iv) The General Officer
Commanding SWA

Terntory force with
the approval of the
Terntonal Secunty
Council

(v) (aa) and (bb) It s not
n the public interest to
divulge this mforma-
tion I am, however,
wiling to supply 1t to
the hon Leader of the
Officral Opposition on
a confidential basis

{2) Falls away

(3) No Because the herbicide 15 3 com-
mercially available product which has
been tested world wide by the manu-
facturers and found to be harmless to
humans and ammals if it s apphed
according to the directions It has
been applied according to the direc-
tions at ail times

(4 No

Mr D J N MALCOMESS Mr Speaker,
arising out of the hon the Minister’s reply, 1s
he aware of the problems that have arisen n
the USA as a result of the use of defoliants
mn Vietnam? May I ask himn if he has studied
those reports to ensure that our troops who
apply these defohiants or work with them are
properly protected in their own interests?

The MINISTER Mr Speaker, the reply to
the question 15 “yes” We have studied the
reports concerned

—_——

=~

L™

LEdh

R

A

-
-l

-

b P - Et:-h_ﬁ_;‘:

e

s

"
h

——

™ YL inl g,
- ”“nmhﬂw wriall




" A
) g
Lan) TUESDAY, 4 JUNE 1985 1664 3 1665 IULSDAY, 4 JUNE 1985 1666 L
e — §
. g Pk
...L:__,..n_:n& a4 television fillm crew of ._.—,__.:u _U_m.mucwmjws ?_..:zmw‘a ER DT —Um#\m—l; | 2 —Cmr_..m@mmlm.# ..w-wN ()47 ﬁﬂ.u Hﬂ _-..um._.. .._.@mw mﬂa _ H._H?
the South African Broadcasing Com- OPMENT AND OF LAND AFFAIRS | (2) (a) 1G85 . ..m mr
pany to Mathopestad 1n May 1983, if | (b} 108 I S
s0, (a) when, (b) what 1s the (1) name (1) and (2) Durmg discussions with 4 L} \; % (in) To facilitate the loca- "
and (n) rank of this official and (c) deputation of Mathopestad on 2] | > DefuliantsTherbicides ton of enemy crossings b 1
what was the purpose of their visit to May 1983 1t was agreed that visits to 3 % 1§00 Herunonn tﬁ. of the strips they have X
Mathopestad, Mathopestad wil] be arranged by MM_ The LH'ADER OF THE OFFICIAL to be free of vegeta- P
m%wmﬂag” %EE; ﬂsw arrange- | OPPOSITION ashed the Mimster of De- on The Eﬁm cost nﬁ_ﬂ, R
4} whether (a) he, (b) this ofhual and/or ment has nat been cancelle " fence - cctive  metho 0 ",
o Nhnm__”n o) _wn Aw: _% — d r{&\u, D. mb\ \&w v eradicate vegetation 1S TR
yiember or nis Lepartnient or _ A
any Development Board obtained (3) and (4) Yes In view of the many press 7 (1) Whether the South Afncan Defence by means of the use of e
peraussion from the leaders of the reports about Mathopestad a tele- Force or any agency or peison con- herbictdes 3,
residents  of Knﬁrﬂﬁnmﬁm& for this vision mhﬁ::.__w unit visited the area n g nected with the South Afnican De- mmw_. -
vistt, If not, why not, if 50, (1) when. }_u:_, 1985 1n order to inform the fence Force has made use of defo- (tv) The General Officer 2o
(11) what 15 name of the leader who public about the factual situation " ltants or herbicides 10 ehminate Commanding  SWA .
gave this official the necessary per- The team was accompanied by Mr W | vegetalion In any areas in (a) South Terntory force with ST
mussion and (ut) what was the nature J Pretorius, Commussioner at Rusten- West Africa, (b) the operational area the approval of the .
of the request made to these leaders, burg 10 whose area Mathopestad 15 ., and/or (c) Angola, if so, (1) where, Termtorial ~ Securnity b
ﬁ Mﬁ%mﬁa.n E“.”_ Emmﬂ A du Preez, an 4, (1) on what dates, (111) why, (1v) on Council mﬂ,ﬂ T
ministrative otficer bl whose authonty 1n each case and L
(3) whether the offictal concerned (a) M" (v)(aa) what Ewm the chemical con- {(v) (aq) and (bb) It is not A
gave dny wstructions and/or (b) made (3} and (6) No suggestions were made to Tm_ tent of the defolant or herbicide used in the public interest to wma
any VﬂWWﬁmﬂuﬂﬂm to the film CIew re- the film Crew nor were Hw:w..t given any + and A_U_uv from whom was 1t G_u_rw_ﬁ_ﬁﬁ. Q—ﬂﬂ_mm this informa- TE s
garding whom they should interview, mstructions  The crew did however if not ton ! am, however, B
_mﬂmm. () ...ME___. (1) what was hwn :E:..m conduct brief general discussions with ’ willing to supply 1t to W.L.,.
ot e INSITUCLIONS Or suggestions an individuals 1n Mathopestad 2) whether it was at any ume the inten- the hon Leader of the AP
(11t) what are the names of the per- @) tion of the South M?Ez Defence Official Opposition on Al
sons who were recommended or sug- (7) to (9} [ am not aware of the existence Force to make use of any defoliants a confidential basis .
gested for interviews, of an offical haison committee The or hetbict un.u 1 anv of Ewmn reas. if -
community did indeed establish a Y / R
P , O Th $0, (a) when, (b) where, (¢) why, (d) (2) Falls away +.
(L) whether any of these persons have anning L ommittee The intenuon 1s what were the crcumstances Sur- wd '
agiced 10 muve to the resettlement Hm. a_un:mﬂa:m will be held with the rounding these plans and (¢) why was (3} No Because the herbicide 1s a com- A
site nedr Onderstepoort, 1f so, how 4ining Lommittee it decided not to carry out these mercially available product which has 7
many of these persons (a) have and plans, been tested world wide by the manu- L
(b) have not agreed to move, (10} Neo 2 nﬁ\ facturers and found to be harmless to =
Z51- r.af).b vl (3) whether any tests have been carned " humans and animals 1f 1t s applied oo,
(/) whether he or the previous Minister olice stations: protection/sccurity out 1o determine the effects of such according to the directions It has £
of Co-uperation and Development ﬂw (s :wh@ _M‘ \ CiFs herbicides or defoliants on  (a) been apphed according to the direc- wuu
was 1nformed of the establishment of 16 Mrs H SUZMAN asKed the Minster people, (b) animals and (v) vegeta- trons at all times A
a llason committee by the residents ot Law and Order tion, if not, why not, if so, (1) when, , w "
of Mathopestad, 1f so, when, .
# Mathopestad, if sv, when (1) Whether the protection of and secur- m__._v&ﬂuww hom and () what were the (4) No { w@w
) whether he or any member of his De- ity at police stations in the Republic ! R 23
partinent has met with this commut- have been urgraded, if so, (4) whether he will make a statement on . HM_M maw M ,ﬂ_nﬁ_mmm_ﬁﬂwaﬁm%ﬁ%%m f g
tee, 1E su, ?h on what dates, %u.._ (2) (a) what total amount wus spent in the matter? he nim.:.n of the problems that have arisen in - *ﬂ__..,.w;h
whete, (¢} what matters were s this regard in the 1984-85 financial : the USA as a result of the use of defoliants v
cussed and (d) what was the outcome year or in the latest specified year for tThe MINISTER OF DEFENCE in Vietnam? May I ask him 1f he has studied b
n each casc, if not, why not, which higures are available and (b) i those reports to ensure that our troops who 5
(9) whether he tntends meeting with this respect of how many police stationg (1) (a)and :u_.w Mnm,mm herbicide was used apply these defoliants or work with them are A
gy ) as part of defensive measures e
committce, If not, why not, If so, Was this amount spent HM_M P properly protected in their own interests? 455
when, The MINISTER OF LAW AND OR. K (c) No Y
DER il The MINISTER Mr Speaker, the reply to Ao
(10) whether he will made a statement on f,_._.m, (a) and (b) (1) On the cuthnes and the  the question ts “yes” We have studied the _mw
the :Emﬁm . {1} Yes -£F so called Yat stryp reports concerned i e
HoA b ) . _ﬁ HoA “H._m..“
4, ' - _ ...__ _w ._ i1 ¥
Pe u ba . .ﬂ..ﬁllllli..ll..\.l..\..‘\ " ﬂ! \-V



—_ - a—— —

[ a— ]

—_—— — —_—————

—_————— —_—— - -

— —— - — - er o

Staff Reporter

TWO employees were

severely burnt today by

an electrical short-cir-

cuit flash in a machme
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