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-Mr Chris Hetinis, to Frotest againsr t h e  eviction of 
blacks from white areas in Durban (Natal Witness. 11 
8/89). However, by 1989, the DCC's position on grey 
areas was unclear. This was because. for the first time 
in the history of this traditional liberal 'last outpost', 
the DCC faced a real threat of being dominated by 
the ruling National Party. In July 1989 the Manage- 
ment Commiteee (Manco) of the DCC rejected an 
application to deciare Albert Park a Free Settlement 
Area (FSA) because it was 'too small' (Natal Mer- 
 CUT^, 517189). Mr Jan Venter,'' Chairman of Manco 
and a member of the National Party, stated that his 
committee would only consider recommending whole 
areas as FSAs, and not "bits and pieces" (Daily News,  
5/7/89). 

In March I989 Manco recommended the following 
options to the DCC with regard to residential inte- 
gration: 

residenr~al desegregation. He expressed concern 
about the white working class who would be forced 
"to live cheek by jowl with lower class people" of 
other races (Natal !tfercury. 4/4/89). 

Interestingly, Mr Hernus Kriei. Minister of Ranning 
and Public Affairs, maintained that the Government 
view was that -there was nothing to prevent cities 
applying for free settlement status", and that it .*was 
looking at the possibility of whole cities applying for 
free settlement status" (Naial Mercury, 2/6/90). In 
June 1990 the DCC agreed to request the Govern- 
ment to consider declaring the whole city an FSA in 
anticipation of the scrapping of the CAA.  The DCC's 
move was welcomed. The Daily News argued that, 
while ail forms of apartheid was being 'weeded out', 
the onus should not be left only to the Government. 
Local authorities should also take the initiative (Dai ly  
News, 2 1/6/90). 

(i) The Government be requested to declare Durban a Michael ~utciiffe'~.interpreted the DCC's debate as 
non-racial city. the beginnings of a move for a non-racial city. The 

(ii) No part of the city should be declared free sertle- 
menb areas. Council debate had separated those who favoured a 

(iii) Specific parts of the city should be declared free 
settlement areas (Drmily News, 223189). 

However, the City Council debate on FSAs on 3 
April 1989 ended in deadlock when none of the above 
options were accepted. The stalemate reflected the 
clear divisisns in opinion held by the different power 
blocs on the Council. Councillors on the political left 
supported a motion to declare the whole of Durban 
an FSA. Such a move, they argued, would demon- 
strate to the Government that the Council supporred 
a r e fom policy which would ultimately Lead to the 
abolition of the GPkA (Daily News, 4/4/89). Council- 
lor Bmce Boaden maintahed that "Durban should 
be able to show its face to  the rest of the world as the 
city which bas i s t  a i d e  apMheidW (Natal Mercury, 
44/89]. 

Councillorn on the p l i t i c d  ~ g h t  maintained that no 
existing residentid a r e a  should be opened, in 
accordance with the mandate they had received from 
the municipal eleaions of October 1988. The primary 
concern was to protect the interests of the white 
working class. Their ~ e w s  were summarised by 
Councillor M R u r  MoHis who contended that "it was 
all very well for the upper class of the Berea who had 
high walls and secunity systems" to call for total 

democratic city and those who supported the status 
quo. However. he argued that, while whites spent a 
great deai of time discussing the integration of facili- 
ties, such changes would only emerge as a result of 
initiatives from blacks (Sunday Tribune, 9/4/89). The 
greying of Albert Park represented one such initia- 
tive. 

The greying of Albert Park represented a spon- 
taneous grassroots response to local contingencies 
and specificities since the mid-1980s. The repeal of the 
GAA in 1991 Legitimised a de facro situation. It would 
appear chat the history of the struggle for a derno- 
cratic, non-racial society in South Africa "has been 
marked by a phenomenon whereby the apartheid 
government promulgates 'major' changes a few years 
after the masses have invalidated racist laws through 
their own actions" (South, 17-23 1191). This applied 
to all the previous reform measures, and the abolition 
of the GPba merely gave "de jure recognition to a de . 
facts situation" (Sunday Tribune, 4/12/88). 

This paper has identified three main reasons for tho 
'greying' of Albert Park: 








