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NEWS KwaZuly police implicated in violence @ Policemen in witch-hunt drama
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meD told that H@%Qﬂbﬂm.gog the Oﬂ.—munmﬂm“ K . 4 e S o NOS
- — . c s JAUSTRALIAN OF THE YEAR ... Aborigine Mandawuy Yunupingu (37), with the Australian of the Year trophy,

WAZULU POLICE AND HIT with Em.m force\gEEdeEEey~ ) smiles at his wife Yalmay at Admiralty House, Sydney, on Tuesday after he recelved the accolade from

squads were allegedly re- “Resid=nts assiF ; ne Prime Minister Paul Keating. Yunupingu Is the iead singer of Australla’s most successfuyl rock band, Yothu

sponsible for at least 45 knows who is responsible for this vig- FYindi. : - ,

deaths in Empangeni's * lence, but they do not trust either the~ -

Esikhawini township in the .- South-Africin Police or the KZP siiffi--

past five months, Ms Mary de Haas said ciently to make statemen(s or to pas

yesterday, - | Lo -evidence.” - PACECS
De Haas, anthropologist and Natal "~ Withesses were .

unrestmonitor, was making submissions ~ evidence before the-Goldstone Com-

i *

..”.. ...... - ., | --..1_..” | -..-... C b, o - ) .. W w 1 :
A GROUP of Lebowa pol o AR 's bah . (] w
Groblersdal allegedly assaulted a fam- - an's y -..O_.__: d dead:

ily with pick-axe handles afteraccusing - Police spokesman Licutenant MJj ' “Icould not stand the sightand I left
- them of stealing a colleague’s three- Maepa said the policeman suspected Mr  as the beatings continued.”
month-old baby. ~ -~ = - - . William Makgopa's family of being - Maepasaid Makgopahad confessed
-~ While denying the assaults, police . . behind the infant’s disappearance, and took them to a spot where they
- yesterday confirmed that the familywas -~ Witnesses said policemen went tothe  found the baby’s body.

subjected-to “intensive interrogation” - Makgopa family, dragged them out of “They were not assaulted. They
.and eventually pointed out the place  the house and started assaulied them, were just scared to see somany police-
where the baby’s body was found, - . The fainily houseé and car Were burnt. * men,” Maepa said.
: The drama started on Monday when ... “The assaults were so brutal that | Makgopa has been amrested. He is
“an officer living near the police station; thought the wife and children were go- expected to be charged with murder

woke up to find the baby missing. - ing to-die,” an eye-witness said. - and child stealing,
- i : - T ——————— T e PR .
I . LI ) 1 1

-
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to a commiftee of the Goldstone Com-" mission in camera.” - -
mission which was holdipg a prelimi- © -~ She said there had: been inciderits of
nary inquiry in Empangeni on causes of political violence in the area over the
violence — excluding ANC-Inkatha ri- past two years. The situation deterio-
valry —in the aréa, = - ¢ ™ - rated in August when at least 31 people
De Haas alleged no action had been . were killed. Since then another 14 had
taken to prevent the alleged KZP and hit ¥ died. =~ - Y a e
squad activities, despite repeated calls ~~ These attacks had taken place despite
for a2 Goldstone inquiry there, . warnings to senior members of the secu-
The unrest monitor submitted that nty forces by herself and Democratic
killings at Bsikhawini were widely per- * * Party unrest monitor Mr Roy Ainslie.
ceived to have been carried out by either - She provided dates and documents fo -
the KZP or people acting in-collusion  back up her claims. - Sapa R
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o R40 million, mysteriously
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A large earth dam in Le- |
bowa, built at a cost of about

collapsed in the early hours
. of Monday morning when it
was only between 26 and,
28 percent full, Lebowa engi,
_neers have confirmed. ¢
" The Zoeknog Dam onthe
‘Mutlomuvi River near Bush-
buck Ridge was finished only
a month ago, and was being
 filled for the first time.

" The collapse has enraged
- .{ game reserve owners down-

i stream, particularly the
Varty brothers who own the
.exclusive Londolozi game

N

- They said the dam should
never have been built in the
first.place. Its construction
and jcollapse had caused
hugelecological damage.
4oy | These people are stealing
water,” said John Varty.
. The community around,

the Zoeknog Dam has ex-

terspurg, said he was baffled

!-:

Farris Siwela said the Le-
bowa -government had told

‘them the.water could {be

used only for coffee irriga-
tion and could not be used:by:
the community, which now_
carries water in buckets,

from the river, '

But Claasie Claassens, di-:
rector-general of the Water:
Affairs and Forestry Depart-
ment, said the dam water
would ‘have fulfilled the
needs of 90000 people living
in the area. /

No one can work out why
the dam failed, except to say
the concrete tunnel under
the earthen wall collapsed,
undermining the rest of the:
wall. . T 3:

Consulting engineer P J.
van der Walt, of Eksteef,

’I-

Van Wyk and Nissen in Pi

by the collapse. .
Frans Cillié of the De-
velopment Bank of Southern
Africa, which lent most of
the money for the building of

pressed its satisfactiontover 1. the da:'n,a“sﬁi_d-"i“tiﬁéSt'i’gatiuﬁs

the collapse. School principab?’

-would be carried out.
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JULIENNE DU TOIT

THE spectacular hole that
appeared in the Zoeknog
Dam this week has led to
speculation that corrup-
tion may have been re-
sponsible for the disaster.

The Zoeknog Dam, on the
Mutlomuvi River in Lebowa,
was completed only a month
ago at a cost conservatively
put at R38 million.

Early on Monday morning,
the brand new dam wall col-
lapsed, sparking speculation
among property owners in the
area that millions of rands had
disappeared into back pockets.
Sources in the area said the
dam’s construction may have
failed because of the use of sec-
ond-grade materials or theft of
monies destined for construc-
tion.

The dam, which was built to
hold 12million cubic metres of
water, was being filled for the
first time when it burst, but was
only 28 percent full.

The Lebowa government,
whose Department of Works
constructed the earthen dam
wall, said it was the concrete

failed,
The Development Bank of

-

tunnel underneath the dam that |

view of damage to the dam.
@ Photograph: MIKE BAKER

Southern Africa (DBSA), which
put up R30 million for the
scheme, concurred that this
seemed to be the situation.

But Grinaker Construction,
which put up the spillway tower
and the concrete tunnel, retorted
it was the wall that had failed,
not their construction.

“We have 100 percent confi-
dence in our construction,” said
managing director “Bean” Born-
heimer.

The consulting engineers, Ek-
steen, Van der Walt and Nissen,
of Pietersburg, said they were
baffled.

An inquiry by independent
professionals would have to be
appointed by the contracting

said P J van der Walt, who was
in charge of construction.

The earth had been properly
compacted, and instruments to
detect moisture and vibrations
had been installed. He could not
say whether these instruments
had given any untoward read-
ings.

A community leader from the
Zoeknog area said that in his
opinion, people with vested in-
terests had built the dam, be-
cause villagers living around the
dam were told they could have
no access to its water.

Farris Siwela said they -were
told to sink a borehole or take
water from the river. There is
no running water in the villages
surrounding the dam.

Siwela said there were ru-
mours that the dam had been sa-
botaged by angry neighbourhood
youths, .

He said the Lebowa govern-
ment had told him the water
was meant for coffee farmers, A
group of white farmers had
shares with the Lebowa govern-
ment in the proposed coffee
project, he said.

The community became so
angry that they had told Londo-
lozi’s community contact officer,
Solly Mohaule, that if they could
not have access to the water, no
onhe would.

Lebowa government project

i
-
i

nied the water was only for cof-
fee farmers, saying it was for
consumpticn by 90 000 people in
the area.

For Londolozi private game
reserve owners John and Dave
Varty, the dam burst is just one
incident in a long line of shady
happenings in the Sand and
Sabie river systems, of which
the Zoeknog Dam is part.

They have been fighting since
October against the various gov-
ernments they allege have been
“illegally” daming the river.

In December, at a meeting
between Londolozi and Iebowa
and Gazankulu government rep-
resentatives, 2 Gazankulu’ offi-
cial threatened that if the
Vartys took them to court over
the water, they would be “run
ragged” in the homeland’s
courts.

Varty said that after the
meeting, the man from Gazan-
kulu’s Department of Agricul-
ture proposed 4 compromise: If
the Vartys, with their good en-
vironmental track-record, ap-
proached the DBSA for R53 mil-
lion to build a dam near . Thula-
mahashe in Gazankuluj:a plan
would be made to keep ‘supply-
ing Londolozi's animals with
water. Gazankulu, with its bad
financial track-record, would
find it difficult o get a loan, the
official implied,‘g

g after
da

party, the Lebowa gove n ici

al Bernie Badenhorst de.
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to be reconstructed

LLOYD COUTTS
FINANCIERS of a R40m dam on the Mu i River in

[ Lebowa which collapsed last week are to finance the
? pru;ent’s reconstruction, and a panel of 20 experts has

been' appointed to mvestlgate the cause of the breach.

The collapse of the earth-wall at Zoeknog Dam had
sﬂted up the river, and angered environmentalists and
local’ resldents

It i$ believed the dam was breached when two- thu'ds of
a concrete tunnel collapsed.’last week, washing away
part of the earth-wall.

Engineer PJ van der Walt, of.. -consulting engineers

" Eksteen, Van der Walt and Nissen,.said an investigation
- could take months. It was unpusmble to say at this stage

what had caused the incident, he said::
He said the volume of water released (the dam was

-,I.abuut 30% full) was the same as that of a once-a-decade
flood;"and the banks of the river had not: burst. “No

ol

agrictltural land was affected,” he said. "~

Development Bank acting CE Nick Chnsthdnluu said
the bank, as the financier of the Lebowa guvernment
project, had undertaken its own investigation'and had
decided the project was still justified,

The- bank would fund any independent inyestigation
and would provide bndgmgsfmapce,tn repair -the dam.

He said the accompanying: agriculfural, project had
been put on hold, but a coffee project:. cuuld be irrigated
from the river for the next 18 to 20 munths 1

r -
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By Julienne du Toit

il il

When the Zoeknog Dam in
1.ebowa gave way last week,
it was not just R38 million
that was washed downthe
. river.

The tons of soil from the dam
wall turned the river a thick or-
ange-brown colour, so solid it
looked like a sand road from
the air.

But it was not so thick as to
clog up the gills of the fish. The
damage was far more subtle.

It coated and smothered the
eggs and hatchlings the fish
have just laid on the gravel bot-
tom of the Mutlomuvi River,
and also the river it flows into
— the Sand — and ultimately
the Sabie River.

According to biologist Des
Weeks, of Rhodes University,
who is doing studies on inverte-
brates in the Sand River sys-
tem, this huge load of topsoil
does not kill, but weakens the

life in the river.

It is not just the Mutlomuvi
River that is in trouble, but the
entire Sand-Sabie river system.

In a space of less than
100 km, the Sand River and its
tributaries run through the ter-
ritory of three governments:
South Africa, Lebowa and Ga-
zankuju,

The two homelands, which
are politically hostile to each
other, usually do not communi-
cate on river matters, and this
has led to a great deal of misun-
derstanding, according to Lon-
dolozi game reserve owner
John Varty.

He maintains the Sand River
is perennial. From his birth, it
has flowed, clean and strong,
throughout the seasons. A pe-
rennial river has certain rights.
It must be kept flowing. No one
can completely dam it or chan-
nel it, he says.

Last year, Varty and his
hrother became frantic. The
Sand River was not flowing.
Their hippos were trapped in

shrinking, stagna¥t poois.

A trip in a helicopter showed
them the problem. The water
was not flowing beyond a weir
in Lebowa, built to trap water
for Champagne Citrus Estates.

Because of this, Gazankulu
water officials further down-
stream, unaware the river was
flowing strongly above the Le-
bowa weir, maintained that the
river was a seasonal one.

A seasonal river can be
sucked dry by anyone for any

-purpose. So the Gazankulu offi-

cials said they were under no
obligation to release water
from the Edinburgh Dam,
which the Sand River flows
into, to save Londolozi’s hippos.

Before the wrangle became
too complicated, the rains
came, and most of the hippos
were saved.

SA Department of Water Af-
fairs director-general Claasie
Claassens admitted, after some
argument, that the Sand River
was perennial. The problem
was that the entire catchment
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ares was overdeveloped, he
said,

At the rivers’ source high in
the Drakensberg, exotic pine
trees and bluegums planted for
forestry were sucking up 30 to
40 percent of all the rain that
would go into the river, Varty
said.

Further down, citrus trees
used up 200 tons of water for
every ton of citrus produced.

The Mutlomuvi had been
dammed at Zoeknog for coffee,
which was also not a water-eco-
nomical crop.

- Lastly, there were hundreds
of thousands of people. Very
few had running water, but
when they all did, even more
water would be used.

And as less and less water
found its way downstream, to
the Sabi Sand Reserves and the
Kruger National Park, so the
game would suffer.

And if the game suffered, the
tourists would be less willing to
come, which would be a blow to
the tourism industry.
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4 BUSINESS DAY, Monday,

UNCERTAINTY over how Ker-

-saf would absorb the effects of

unrest, massive expansion and
0 operations
had made forecasting difficult,

-analysts said.

“. Forecasts for the six months to
end-December varied from a 10%
decline in earnings to a 0%-10% in-
crease, - : e .
Uncertainty ‘was also reflected in
Kersaf group shares, which have
weak —~ but volatile — fp a
strong market, .. -

. Kersaf interim results, which will

Soon be released, eould be disappoint-
ing and dull at best, an analyst said.

- But it was difficult to forecast be-
cause of the building and opening of
the Lost City, poor consumer spend-
ing, the effect of the unregulated ca-
8inos on casino revenues, the effect of
the world recession on its offshore
operations, and unrest, particularly
In Transkef and Ciskei. .-

Q Data stays

pany Q Data continued to achieve a real
growth in profit, Increasing earnings
share in the six months to

31% to 28,4c a
December last year. '

' The company declared an interim divi-
dend of 7,5¢ a share compared to 6c a share

in the same period in 1091,

-Turnover rose 36% to R88,6m (R65m)
and pre-tax profit rose 84% to R9,35m

(R5,7im),

' Chairman Piet den Boer said the
Increases were the result of “the solid,
consistent performance of the services
arm of the Q Data group, 3 substantial *
improvement in first-half sales by a num-
ber of the group’s product companies, and
the excellent resuits achieved by the two
new companies operating in the network-
ing and systems integration environ-

 QData paid tax of R5,32m (R2.76m) as a

* . £
COMPUTER software and services co@m?

it (1tS net losses. . |}
£ i ' {] i
by result of an offshore investment that wag JOHN m.um..@ -

€xpected to show positive results in the

February 8 1993

Kersaf
Share price,
weekly close

Foll Rl ol » M i

- Was expected to show little if any

The Lost City, the largest project
of its kind in southern Africa, would
result in a deterioration in the bal-
ance sheet.

- But the question was how much,
analysts sajd.

A short-term cash need would re-

8ult in a reduction In the dividend

payout, The option of a serip dividend
was also likely.

Analysts expected results from

next financial vear, he said.
R4,03m (R2,95m).

year.

previous financial year.”

fits, he said.

~ terim period,

Group income after tax rose 37% to

Den Boer said the bulk of software sales
occurred in the second half of the year and
the company was confident that substan-
tially improved earnings would be
achieved in the second haif of the financial

“Despite the negative economic condi-
ticns affecting many organisations, the
group’s proven track record of success in
its dedicated market niche gives the
Q Data board confidence in achieving a
steady growth in earnings a share over the

Q Data’s southern African operations
achieved an 89% increase in after-tax pro-

B {1

esharply down follow- | ;

ing unrest in the area, - - R
Occupancies, which affected the |
dmount of business fn the casinos, y
were expected to be significantly § &
lower than the previous year. ¥
Transkei Sun, which had relatively ¥ &

¥
W

high occupancies in the peak period, | j

growth, . o &

Sun City and the Carousel re- -
mained buoyant. The Carousel would
make a significant. contribution to |
t was operating for less | i
than two months in the previous in- {7

Operations in Swaziland, Lesotho | -
and other smaller areas more depen- § 4
dent on occupancies would have “fal- |

" len out of bed”, an analyst said.

Interleisure was likely to report un- ;
changed earnings. ' Cinema atten-
dences had held up well, | _
Interleisure results would come off { i
a high base as its second half was [ )
worse than its first in the previous | |
year, - . - = .

%
. Leisure and entertainment group | 7
|
k
:

1B (oM 1293,

THE Lebowa Development
Corporation boosted its |
turnover 7,5% last year de-
8pite continuing lack of in. |
dustrial investment in the i
poverty-stricken northern |
Transvaal, chairman Willie |
Ramashoba said in the cor- | .
poration’s financial state- |
ment last week. |

Turnover increased to ,
R115m and net losses be- |
fore extraordinary and ab-{ '
normal items were slashed ! :

The corporation’s re- |
tained income for the year |
was Rq,.‘im.

- - ] - -




Slave wages " -
at new coﬁee
plantation

By Maihatha Tsedu | K ;3 oy
Investlgatlons Editor B
T 4..;-

THE lwisted mm and steel remforcements and the cnncrete

of the Zoeknog Dam lie smashed to the ground, 1,'-,.',;

Concrete slabs that formed a tunnel for water are sl:rewn
all over and covered wnth sllt, sand and sml that nncq.
formed the great wall. © .~ 3 T C oy et

An army of Iabnurers are on site, puttmg stones on‘tlw-
outer

a]hng to strengthen what remains of the wall.

1 ;

Qou&%w Al ”*
- Workers earn R240 a month_ m Pan

Others:are clearing the rubhle left b}r the gushmg water' ]

after the dam burst.

: .,:a‘} - "-5_:;

LR TR v F
Projeci heneﬁciaries ,f,-. S gk ay

\.-.;Ili

They ard the “heneﬁmmes“ of the R37 nﬁlhunpmjectthat ;
gove nt spokesman Mr Lﬂ!lls Themn speaks: ghb!y__"
about. ¥ TG enTUCIMLeS oo TR

““They w%rk five days a week from 7. 30 in the mummg.l

to 4.30 in the “afternoon, for R7 aday. - } *’Iﬂ“g&
This fi u'anslates into R140 a munth Sy
- Theronalsotoastedof the “hundreds” uf]uhs thatwould;

becreatedby th coffeeplamauonthausmusethﬂdammed“
water. 'rw_ Aoy "",-:"-’IF.,-. é}ﬁ ﬂ'..a'i T ik A ‘--. # }F%l}iﬁ"
Workers we spoﬁe to and who have been wnrlung atthe
plantaunn for over six years earn R280 a month. ;.a_‘,ﬁf,if’
--Mrs Agnes Malatji (29} of Castellie, vlllaga near
Acornhoek is a mother of two. Her work is to put stunes
that are delivered by trucks on to the dam wall. Wk
“Jt is really horrible: I can’t tell you why I wake up Ynd
come here every day because what I  get is nothing. Fkeep
coming’ because I hupe oneday they wﬂj feel pltyforus and

pay us decént wages,” she told us, ¥

+

___________-—""':" :
' ’As we spoke, tracks and tractors rambled on in the area,
clearing more land for more coffee — Coffee that is owned

by corporation that no ong in the village knows anythmg
%QIII _ﬁ{}lt whose plantmg has shrunk theu- gmzing Iand

v?;fer is the Issue ,_, It T
In the vﬂlages the i lssue is water. For the coffee mastf:rs 1t
is water. For the game Tangers it is water. | .. i
The damrmng of the Mtlomobe River in the form of the.
now crumbled Zoeknog Dam was intended to Provide 11'
water for yillagers and for the coffee, the latter to result in
more of the R280 a month jobs. o Y
“"'-Butlncalacuﬂsts suchaleTco-urdmaMerLucksnn i
Ma[hebula, dispute this and say the jubs alluded toisin fact
edslavery, fl"'-;{?“q - i h'r’ :

a‘f“;b, iw can people go and boast ahoul: creating jobs when &
people are ; paid R140 and R280 a month? These capitalists f
are just taking people’s land away by bribing chiefs. Asa §
result they no Innger have grazing land o fiﬁ:lds to plnugh " B
Mathebula said. © "5 i
Butthe rumbhng of the trucks andtractnrs cleanng more
Iand is a sure sign that the project is thidre to stay and that §
more and more black people will soon ﬁnd memselves i
Euemng forthosejobs. - - - . o, F oL R

""'-'f Tﬁ o r_u-' e . Wi o




AS IT divine intervention on be-
half of humans and animals

teurs?

» s Or, worse still, was it just
plain poor workmanship of an unbelievable
magnifude?

These are the questions that are taxing the
minds of all who have seen the gaping hole at the
Zoeknog Dam outside Bushbuckridge.

Built at a cost of R37 million and completed
two months ago, the dam collapsed in the early
hours of January 25, filled io only 28 percent of
its total capacity.

The collapse, which left in its wake a major
environmental tragedy that killed fish and made
water uninhabitable for hippos and crocodiles,
has focused attention on the dam itself and how
1t will affect the local communities and business
interests.

Speaking to the different players in the R37
million game is extremely enlightening. What
becomes obvious is that there are opposing
commercial interests that are fighting for and
against the dam.

On the one hand, the Lebowa government,
through the Lebowa Agricultural Corporation
(LAC), acquired R37 miliion from the Develop-
ment Bank of Southern Africa (DBSA) to build

.the dam on the Mtlomobe River.

The primary aim was to develop further an
existing coffee plantation managed by the LAC.
This project is reputed to have the capacity to
create jobs for “hundreds” of local black people.

Lebowa deputy chief engineer in charge of
water Mr Louis Theron said the coffee planta-
tion would eventually occupy 350 hectares.

The dam, he satd, would also provide drink-
ing water for over 100 000 people in the region,
including some in Gazankulu. Theron empha-
sised that it was actually the latier reason that
motivated the damming of the river.

The department “intended” to build a purifi-
cation centre at the dain to ensure that “water
that 1s supplied to the villages was good for
human consumption”, he added.

“The dam is amajor achievement for Lebowa
and will provide jobs and water. The collapse is
a tragedy but it will have to be rebuilt for the
purposes for whichit was created. Otherwise the
money will have gone down the drain,” Theron
argued.

Al the other extreme are private game lodge
owners who depend on the river for water and
for their animals.

For them the Zoeknog dam is amajor disaster
that has almost dried up their supply.

- At least 12 lodges in the Sabie area — Mala
Mala, Londolozi, Castelton, Ravenscourt,
Othawa, Toulon, Exeter, Ulusaba, Alicecot, Ulu
Lapa, Idube, Dulini and Inyati depend di-

rectly on the Sand River which is fed by the

Cometan 92193 . -
(Game lodge owners say the Zoeknog Dam,

downstream or the work of sabo-

which collapsed recently, is an ecologic
disaster for animals and villages, while
Lebowa government claims it will provide

jobs and water for villagers, writes
Mathatha Tsedu, Investigations Editor:

[OOSR
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Londolozi communication manager James
Marshall.

Mtlomobe River,

For these private lodge owners the argument
against the dam is clothed in environmental
lerms.

Mr James Marshall, communication manager
for Londolozi, argued that damming the river
upstream was an infringement of the rights of
lodge owners downstream and a murderous act
on water animals such as hippos.

“This river is home to hippos, crocodiles,
large species of rare birds and beautiful vegeta-
tion. What has been done is wrong. The Lebowa
people are not only damming the river, they are
also planting gum trees right on the edge of the
river, siphoning water off for coffee and leaving
the river virtvally empty.

“One gum tree needs about 200 litres a day to
survive and if they are planting these trees and
citrus fruit trees on the river’s edge, they are
disturbing the river.

“Tocapitall, they went and built the dam and
now, thank God, it has collapsed,” Marshall
said.

He said their concern was also for black
villagers along the stream who have depended
on the river for drinking water since time imme-
mortal.

“The lodge owners may be able to drill for
water but the residents cannot. Where are they
supposed to get water from? This river was dry
after they closed the dam,” he said, introducing
the villagers as one of his reasons for fighting the
dam project.

3
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Deputy chief engineer Louis Theron.

We spoke to villagers at Zoeknog and
Madjembeni villages who are to benefit from the
dam. They were happy at the promise but decried
the fact that they had no access to the dam water
at present,

Caught in between the arguments of the two
capitalist pivots, the villagers have now become
the trump card for both sides, dealt to strengthen
opposing points of view.,

And as the argument rages, the dam that never
was lies in ruin, with workers on site doing mop
up operations.

They are the workers who had 10 spend the
night in the nearby hills after the dam collapsed
and almost washed them downstream.

The costs of repairs will rin into further
nmillions but with R37 million already gone,
literally down the river, the argument about
rebuilding is merely academic.

Marshall denied that it was the game lodge
owners who bombed the dam for water.

Theron said he did not know how it happened
and was awaiting results of an investigation by
experts.

Locals are just amazed at the damage and are
wondering whether they will ever get water from
the dam.

In the interim, the crocodiles and hippos, the
villagers downstream and the game lodge own-
ers, are Just happy that water is flowing down-
stream for now,

See page 7 | |
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By KHANGALE mAkHapo | 11

THE Lebowakgomeo Civic Associ-
ation has- declared a five-day
stayaway in the capital of Lebowa
from tomorrow. - - |

LCA secretary Champ Sepuru
said the planned mass action fol-
lowed failure by Lebowa Chief
Minister Nelson Ramodike to re-

..... PR .

B The immediate servicing of
Zone S and an immediate halt to
the development at Zone R, which
was unoccupied;

B The immediate removal of
Lebowakgomo’s town manager;

M The immediate allocation of
church sites as agreed with the
office of the town manager; and
B The immediate creation of posts

S5 "2 e 1B
s action

~on. all Labowa ,guven}lment-regis-

%II T L IR R A A 1r""*I" S

tered vehicles — as well as cars
belonging to Lebowa members of
parliament — from entering the
township. However, ambulances
will be exempted from the ban.
Sepuru said although nothing
had been decided regarding
schools, “we do not guarantee the
safety of those who will either go to

a4

spond to their demands presented
to him on February 2.
The demands included:

school or work during the stay-

for unemployed teachers. _
away period”,

The LCA has also placed a ban
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By Mathatha Tsedu

Former Lebowa De-
-velopment Corpora-
-tion (LDC) chairman
‘Willie Ramoshaba,
,.who last week alleged
.that the Lebowa Cabi-
- net was mterfermg
with the running of
| -the corporation, has
.been dismissed from
* the board.

- . His ousting was con-
tirmed in a letter from
the director of economic
1. affairs and technology,
_M G Ratlabala, on Mon-

St:af

@

day.

Ramoshaba's ailega-
tions, made at a press
conference in Johannes-
burg, were denied by Le-
bowa Chief Minister Nel-
son Ramodike yesterday.

LDC staffers yester-
day staged a two-hour
demonstration at the
corporation’s head office
in Lebowakgomo, den-
ouncing alleged nepo-
tism.in the allocation of
jobs and unilateral re-
structuring.

The demonstrations
are set to continue today,
according to a spokes-
man for the workers.

armw Er

bowa chalrman
Cabinet

. Ramoshaba said mem-
bers of the Lehowa Cabi-
net" who appointed the
board used their influ-
ence to get loans for
themselves and dis-
missed- those who op-
posed corruption.

Ramoshaba cited a
case in which he alleged
that Ramodike, having
failed to secure a loan to
buy a farm, used his
brother, P Z Ramodike,
to apply for a loan and
use it to buy the chief
minister’s business com-
plex near Lenyenye.

The loan application
was approved within five

- ]
e . TemTa R
il JFRF, -, ", :

] L}
i.l-r'r‘-. '- '

days instead of the usual
two months and the
money was deposited
into the chief minister’s
account in Tzaneen.

Ramodike said yester-
day that he had used “my
own resources, financial
assistance of the Land
Bank and Nedbank in
Tzaneen’’ to buy the
farm.

But confidential LDC
documents in possesion
of The Star reveal that
the chief minister had in-

‘dicated to the LDC that

the sale of the business
complex was to enable
him to buy the farm.
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By: Moszs MAMAILA lpréss

DEP(E)SED Lebowa Development Cor-
_poration chairman Willie Ramoshaba
“this week accused Lebowa Chief Minis-
ter. NﬁlSOH ‘Ramodike of using his influ-

encé’oh the corporation to obtai an
for his ‘brother. . i\

- Ramoshaba also said RamodiXe engi-

.|-|.

.h-q-l-"“

."was ﬂppnsad to ‘corruptiof.
Speakmg to City Press in Johannes-

i & burg this week; Ramoshaba said Ramo-

.dike.; appraached him- around August
ast year, wantmg the corporation to
grant hun 2a'loan of R210 000 to enable

5.4" '
. 4 ' h I .
[ ::'J'#L";I“ 11.‘:':.:.“{1! I.' o L *'_'___ -

1 a L |II'I .-.- a - ' . ‘.. ': L]

I o

Clean's.!

d Kint:his applma{mn cnuld not |

"neered his dismissal earlier this month:
“as the LDC board chairman because he

'ir -'-a-' I:""":.

to
be processed as it was agamst the regu-
lations of the corporation to: give loans
to cabinet members, In fact, it was
Ramodike who " introduced the rule
when le ascended to power as he was
then known as ‘Mister Clean’.

“But when he realised I wasn’t budg-

“ing, he arranged with his brother, PZ

Ramodike, that the latter would make a
loan application of R210000 from the
LDC, saying that he wanted to buy a
shoppmg complex owned by Ramodike.

“The Chief Minister went to the
LDC managing director. and had the
loan processed within a week,” he said.

Ramoshaba has denied any irregular-
ity took place,

......

' -
r
1 -
L u
g, -
A -
T 1
kg Frer
Wl er-r
IR I+ ol
"J':F s
$ r ._: w oz Fes —
oL
L ! r =T
$orE E -
P . -
.:‘:1-“- Ls
- -
- T
FALEEL I an
L T
' --
ST
' LT )



=1
W PR
v Tiwd S :,-:?*_:'I
- - '
-
|

[ S
I:"LJ
B
"c .

~
L

:;
-

g

S Tpbana]
-- 8
--'-

I

i

less

HE setting is Lebowa. The sce-
ngry is stark, with patches of
- acacia trees and one or two huge
" euphorbia (nabooms) against a
background of khaki grass. Here and
‘there miilitant aloes rear up from the
“~ veld,-some of them reaching as Emc as

b
b ST ]
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At a pipe-stem tree (Zeyheri wmrﬁmn.
7" 'ii) &4 group — about 14 schoolgirls from
%' ' Minefva High School in Alexandra near
mmu_.,_mmu — cluster around Roland Jones
of ;: ‘Lebowa Environmental Aware-

ness Project (LEAP), who is explaining
t: . -the ;characteristics of the tree to the
wczmmﬁmﬂm

= THe picks up a dead branch and points
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-;muq to these youngsters — a lesson. that
-i'no-textbook or’teacher struggling in an
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could give. And the girls are fascinated,
listening attentively, mm_ﬂnm n:mmﬁcum
and making notes.

until Jones stops again, pointing to a
patch of lichen on a rock. He explains
that lichens were the earliest form of .
vegetation on Earth and from these

primitive compound plants, consisting of  Seleka hear Marble Hall in the north-
a fungus and algae living symbiotically, . eagtern Transvaal. For him it is more of
all other vegetation developed. He then . .5 mission than a mere educating course.
shows the group three different types of ~ While hé“takes numerous groups from
grass and explains how they, too, fitted  olyhs and schools on the courses, his
into the evolutionary line-up. main interest is in educating the people

He points to a midden of kudu dung  ©f Lebowa themselves in environmental
and explains how the animals mark out . awareness and ecology.

their own territories. He also explains . He will stop under an acacia and ex-

why the dung is so dry, what the kudu  .plain why the grass in that area is
eats and how it manages to surviveona  sweet; he will point to an aloe and ex-

minimum of water. . plain how and why it has its own in-built
Jones gives a concise lesson in ecolo=*"

Jones runs LEAP courses at Tompi

:fire _protection system *and why the
‘leaves-are shaped as theyare'to-collect
;moisture. He explains why a variety of

cdmunuaﬁnmn n_mmmEcE E: Emmmmnum " different animals canlive in. cmwﬁaﬂ in.
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the-saine areabeca eir-different
grazing preferences.

In his coursgs for Lebowa residents
the -emphasis is even more practical.
Clean drinking water and good soil con-
servation are ‘essential for the weli-
being of the inhabitants of the region.
He;zlso demonstrates how to establish

food:gardens for the villagers.

Jones gives demonstrations on how to

- stop® erosion by placing gabions (mesh
wire boxes filled with stones) in gullies

to.prevent the mﬁa‘mcn washing away

and’ allowing the prass to grow again.

Heshows the inhabitants how to prevent

overgrazing ~ a fdttor which contrib-

‘utes-to erosion E_.n m:.H depletion.

His: courses for ¢}
lesson in simple } awmwcucﬁw After an
«i.earlyrsupper our group climbed up a

-

- ...._ ) .

&Eanmn indlude a .

¥1Eed .T__Hﬁ.

— -.r.unrn.

ﬂ&m _Swﬁ_m There, mmmﬁma on rocks and
tuits of grass, Jc ones explained about the
stars and the moon and their relation-
ship to‘Earth. The lesson, even if it had
been ‘learnt from a ﬁmﬁaccw suddenly

" became real and alive as _Em children

watched the stars come out and fol-
lowed the course of the moon across the
sRy. New horizons suddenly stretched
before ﬁsmmmf_ m_:. dren. .

_.

mmmﬁqumcﬂm the koppie on the re-
turn trip, _&m group was asked to sit
"down nEmﬂM while Jones called up the
nightjars. To do this, he imitated the
birds’ call and within minutes had three
or four -nightjars swooping in and ans-
wering to his, call. He actually set up a
little, war and had the birds agitatedly
nmz:._m out: to each other as they fiercely

guarded "their territery from intruders,

< could give

allowing him physically to'demonstrate
the defensive and aggressive.character-
istics of these nocturnal birds.

Included in the itinerary for the umﬁ

" day was canoeing on the dam. For thesé
“children, whose experience of’ recrea-

tional water probably had not extended |

‘beyond mud puddles in the streets of

Alexandra, this was a daunting muwmz.
ence. :

A great boon E the LEAP proj mﬂ :mm
been the support given to it by the
Mazda Wildlife Fund, which has provid--
ed a vehicle for the use of LEAP, and
Nestle, which has provided E:n:.nmmnma
funds and material aid such as fence-

'building equipment. Women for Peace is:

also an active supporter of LEAP. ,.
The Lebowa Department of Conserva-

tion allows LEAP the use of the reserve

where most of the courses are held.
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tells of plot

| By Don Seokane

--E'ir'-...'lrb -

LEBOW A Chief Minister Mr Nelson Ramodike
yesterday suspended a cabinet minister; fired his
white departmental head and several techmmans

amid allegations of spying and an assassmatmn

fplut against him,

“EAN- enraged Ramodike pmduced a bugglng

£3 devlce ataPnsss conference ashe annuunced that

Jt :

*:the Finance Minister, Chief Chris Mothiba, and

»- the chief director of the chief minister’s depaﬂ-
‘ment, MrNH Fick, would leave theu' pnsts with

i+ immediate effect.

*“My attention has been drawn to the fact that

aboutet ghtLebowa MPs are behind a plotformy

assassination after having failed’to overthrow |

)
i

my administration with the help of a grmip of :

white peuple

“The aim is to overthrow my adm1mslratmn
and' substitute me with a puppet who wuuld
facilitate the recruitment of the penple of
Lebowa into an anti-Patriotic Front,” he said.

i

Mothiba and Fick were not available for com-
ment yesterday. Mothiba was reappmnted tothe

- Cabinet-about a year ago after being kicked out
by Ramodike when he took mrer the rems nf

government in 1987
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'LEBOWAKGOMO. — Lebowa's

Chief Minister N elson .Ramo-

dike said-yesterday ‘theré had

been plots to assassinate him.

&~

vices had been found in" his-of-

fice as well as in the, conference

-
||

room of the self;gnﬁemiqg, ter-
[ritory’s.Cabinet, ~ ;- "%
. Ramodike, who made ‘sweep-

ing changes to his adrhinistra-
tion, sdid: “The general public is
-entitled to know that evil plans’
.have already been arranged for

-1y assassination and the assas-

Sination-of some polickmen.” ..
A departmental Chizf qirec-

tor, seconded to Lebowa -from
South Africa, was “forthwith re-
leased of his functions”,
the bugging devices weéi e found,
Ramodike told a news. confer-
‘ence in Lebowakgomo,  ~n

Sl ailalqs

; ¥ pite PN P BT
LiIOUtO-KIL:: -

He added that bugging'de-

W :.r. affﬂr .

—

He called on Presideit F W

de Klerk to recall seconded
white technicians attached to

proval of the Cabinet, s
 Ramodike. said a <private

company would be appointed: to
investigate the bugging devices.
—Sapa. . Mgrdse o

' 4
—_—— P g " —

the Department of Public
‘Works and Transport, who were:
placed in his offices without ap-
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The South African Democratic Teach-
ers Union has urged Lebowa Chief |
Minister Mr Nelson Ramodike to stop |
the alleged harassment of teachersand |
toend cormuption and mism ment
in EdﬂCﬂﬁﬂn&W&W\_ 1 \‘. cn, o

Sadtu also called on Ramodike 10 |
refund teachers from whose salaries
deductions were made following the

Stophamssmentcaﬂ- |

1991 and 1992 stitkes when the educa-
tion department adaprﬂdgl Folicy ofno ""')‘
WOIK, no pay. (w f R
Lebowa Educatton D ent |
spokesman Mr SF ka said” the ™
question of dedictions from Sfaries
was still sub judice, adding tHat no-
comment would be made until the '
maller had been finalised: ¥ 3---2 .-
SemkasaidSadm’sdeman%fnrfree
political activity in Lebowa had em- |
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_ enedtoshutdown hisadmin-
istration unless the Govem-
ment agrees to wipe out
backlogsineducationand health serv-
ices. R

Ramodike, lashing out at President
FW de Klerk's administration after
holding a cabinet meeting with his
ministers, said failure to meet such
demands may result in the handing
over of the keys of Lebowa govern-
ment buildings to Regional Develop-
ment Minister Mr André Fourie.

He disclosed during a Press brief-
ing on Tuesday that his government
‘was prepared to postpone the seating
' of the legistative assembly or “close
shop” indefinitely if the demands
were not met. -

The demands, which were con-
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tained in a memorandum to be sub-

. mitted to Fourie, included: -

'@ Immediate approval of pension
benefits amendment Bills passed by
the Lébowa legislative assembly;

@ Provision of infrastructure in 16
Lebowa townships; S

@ Erecting a nursing college at
Mankweng, outside Turfloop, or in
the northern Transvaal; and

® That applications for funding of
development projecisapproved bythe
Development Bank should be ur-
gently released.

Ramodike added that this year's
ordinary session of Lebowa’s legisla-
tive assembly will be the last one.
“This will mark the end of the last
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“*and health services the cause of threat:

T

T - ' ' - -~ -

chapter of apartheid and homeland
politics in our region and thedawnof a
new erawhich weallbhave been waiting

for.”

The threat to “close shop™ has been
made inthe pastbutitwas nevercarried
out. S '

The Lebowa government has been
under pressure by nurses recently who
alleged that they were overworked and
understaffed.

The pension demands also followed
upheavals by pensioners who accused

" the Lebowa government of misusing

funds destined for pensions.

A cabinet minister, Chief Harry
Rammupudu, was dismissed follow-
ing an outcry over pensions.
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gpowa ‘Chief Minister Mr
Nelson Ramodike has threat-
_enedtoshutdown his admin-
jstration unless the Govermn-
ment agrees to wipe out
backlogs ineducation and health serv-
ices.

- Ramodike, lashing out at President
FW de Klerk's administration after
holding a cabinet meeting with his
ministers, said failure to meet such
demands may result in the handing
over of the keys of Lebowa govemn-
ment buildings to Regional Develop-
ment Minister Mr André Fourie.

* He disclosed during a Press brief-
:ing on Tuesday that his government

'was prepared to postpone the séating

I

‘of the legislative assembly or “close
shop” indefinitely if the demands
were not met. -

The démands, which were con-

and health services the cause of threat:

tained in a memorandum to be sub-
mitied to Fourie, included:

® Immediate approval of pension
benefits amendment Bills passed by
the Lebowa legislative assembly;

® Provision of infrastructure in 16
Lebowa townships;

® Erecting a nursing college at
Mankweng, outside Turfloop, or in
the northern Transvaal; and

@ That applications for funding of
develnpm%&pmjects approved by the

Develu[! \"Bank should be ur-

RS 4L
gently e e
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chapter of apartheid and homeland
politics in our region and the dawnpf a
new erawhich we all have been Waiting
for.”

The threat to “close shop™ has been
made in the past but it wasnever carried
oul. '

The Lebowa government has been
under pressure by nurses recently who
alleged that they were overworked and
understaifed.

The pension demands also followed
upheavals by pensioners who accused
the Lebowa govemnment of misusing

_ funds destined for pensions.

A cabinet minister, Chief Harry
Rammupudu, was dismissed foliow-
ing an outcry over pensions.
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NEWS FEATURE Contract A/ot put to public tender after cabinet warved procedure :
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Some of the Mereedes cars bought two to three years ege, all 23DE and 300$E medels, now gather dust in the scorching sun of Lehewakgeme. - Moo oo

By Mathatha Tsedu

REE C
Investigations Editor Du P!NG PRODUCTS RI 5 mzllzon’s

o0 s of cean. ChEIMCAIS TO be pumped into Lebowa over next three years:

ing chemicals are to be |
. pumped into Lebowa over T e T —
 thenextthreeyearsafteran  Boya referred alli inquiries to Mr Doug- APV

.- “irregular” ‘R15 million las McNaught, a director of Firechem, but
o.dealbetweén the bantustan  indicated that the. eentraet “even received

bl

e gevernment and Firechem. - * approval by the central government”. .

. 5 ' Thé deal, s1gned Jatelast year, - was not . McNaught refused to-discuss the con-
L r:l";"f.' put to public ténder after thé Lebowacabi- tract but eenﬁnned the donation to the
] :-:_ i net asked the Tender Board to waive the . UPF.

L} preeedure, eSeweren mvesugenen hes re- .- - Legal sources. have; se1d ‘the eentraet'

i

. :, ? - ‘-’Eﬂl&d ' e i eeuld be illegal as such.a- large ‘sum of

h of clearning

(AU

-._,lr\-'""'

Seweten ¢an dlso revéal that Flreehem ‘money have to be tendered for publicly and
U‘ “has- since donated R100 000 to the United have askecl why the Lebowa gevemment
,,}‘\ Peoplé’s Front party of Chief Minister Mr  chose not to do §0.
2. Nelson Ramodike, whose deparunent te-  The Tender Board, a’ etet:utw:nr*g.r bedy in-
E*' i _quested the tender waiver. dependent of the civil service, and whose
| \{f +#The UPF is‘in'dife financidl straits-and  task is to.allocate contracts to lowest and
s oused up R16 0[}[] ef the denatlen two weeks most efficient tenderer, is seen in Lebowa
B :j = age. e as a mere rubber stamp fer the bantustan 3
S A “Firéchem;! emeng whese directors is cabinet. et w0 N0
Rt fenner Daveyton'mayor andclose frierid of Seweten canalso reveal that twe weeks
7 7% 7 Ramodike;Mr Tom Boya;is diumpinglarge agotheboard granted aR1,3 inillion tender
) 'quantities of cleaning chemicals at seheele to a.cousin of Ramodike, Mr Ronald
end hespltals. T Rasebotsa, to supply meattothe Greetheek

+"The contract: ‘makes prew.s:en for train- Hospital. ;. RU
Lt Ing but wedid netfindes:ngle werkerwhe Resebetsa tradmg as BlaekMevle was
. ."TT" o ea1d he or, she had been trained; . 5 the:most:expensive tenderer, charging
P - Some werkere have: eemplamed ebeut R226971: more: than. the: lowest. bidder,
burne after usmg the.chemicals.”. ."» - - - Badikila butchery. He does not own a
" The Lebowa: gevernment set pehee on butchery, wmeh is. aprerequlsne for eueh a |
reperters awho asked forcomment. - = « tenders w<in e T R
... The police ee;d they were ordered by the A tender beard seuree smd in 1991 they
SR Lebewe Police ; Commissioner, General had refused fo;approve the purchase of cars
Sl "MA Malete, 0 seereh our. car.for.“docu~+ +f6r- TAembets of .the- cabinet, saying the
i - ments of a cabinet dee151en “We werekept money shouldbe used for building schools.
R ;, ‘for-an heur Before being allewed to leave. i .. “All they did was go straight to. the
- -jf-‘::i The police action followedamessage for “treasury &iid- getgthe.ears_purchased,";the
EE . usfrom the chief publicrelations officer for -source suid.: |
:.the Lebowa government, Mr KJ.Setati; to . . This string of 26 Mercedes Benz 8 cost-
: .“_ * --7 .be at the government buildings in ing between’ R3.5 million and R4 million, |
R Lebewakgeme that morning: for. an.inter-: . have been replaced bymew ones this year.
- .hﬂ '-_ view with Deputy Minister Mr LL Mpya. - These bought two to three years ago, all
Sy = Mpye -was Teiider Board ehmrmen et 230E and 300SE models, now stand in the
e ~'the time of the Firechem comtract, © = -~ seerehmg sun efLebewakgeme gathering
L The confract was negotiated’ by Beya dust -
s .ﬁwhe has: elese werkmg relatlens Wlth They are due to be: eeld en euetlen

- . oo - L
Ramedlke i G el ATy Mo Loufdinooogdnaln .
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By Jacques Pauw

Hundrede of tons of chemi-

cals.are being dumped in -

Lebowa after the home-
~ land’s government signed an
irregular multimillion-rand
contract with a South Afri-
can chemleal firm.

A few munths after the Le-
bowa govéernment signed the
R15 million contract with Fire-
chem Lebowa, the company
donated R100 000 to the ruling
United People’s Front (UPF),
which at that stage was in seri-
ous financial dliﬁeult

‘The contract, whleh was
never put out on tender as regu-
lations stipulate, was approved
by Lebowa Cl:uef Minister Nel-
son Ramodike and his Cabinet.
Ramodike is also UPT leader.

The contract will lead to a
massive oversupply of chemi-
cals to the homeland and
amount to a waste of millions of
rands. -

A Star investigation has also
found that millions of rands of
taxpayers’ money is still being
' lost through maladministration
in Lebowa — despite promises

by Ramod:ke to clean up his ad- .

istration after the damaging
"’De Meyer’ Commission report,
apllbllsh&d late last year.
%D’ Meyer revealed evidence
efr massive corruption and in-
coipetence amounting to hun-
dreds of millions of rands.~ -

i Ramodike, who eells hlmeelf':

“geverner“ of the hemelend
was:both directly and&mdlreetly
', implicated in the ‘cofruption. He
refused to accept: responsibility
but vewed to take steps to rem-

ff;orruptlon N
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However, eerruptmneend
wastage of money;seem to:con-
tinue unabated. . i

The De Meyer-Commission
found serious shortcomings in
the process of allocating.tend-
ers. Three weeks ago the Tend-
er Board awarded a contract of
R1,3 million to a cousin of Ra-
modxke to supply meat to: State
hospitals. ... ..t ;f“

Ronald Rasebotsa, ewner of
Black Movie Buteherere, not

‘only tendered R227 000 jfiore

than the lowest tender — but
was awarded the. eentraet de-
spite not even® ewmng a
butchery.

Another example 13 a ’btend
new fleet of 20 luxury- ‘Mer-
cedes-Benz cars worth between
R3,5million and R4 million
hemg delivered to Mmlsters and
their deputies.

e new luxury cars ere in-
tended to replace 26 exxstmg
Mercedes-Benzes, whicli’ are
only two or three years old:

A Star attempt to. mteﬂuew

'''''

tract ended in fallure

Firechem manegmg d1re::ter
William MeNaught*’smd he

-would not like to comment on

the contract with Lebowa; but

said the whole deal 'was ebeve

board and that his eempensr
acted in good faith. . =

He confirmed the dlelllatmn to

50 as
his company had a.policy of

“ploughing: sumglpflg:ng baek in
A
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o
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@ From: traffie”‘*_pelieemen to
“Guvemr of Lebowa” - Pﬂge 6 ‘

E——

| i




Prr"* 1'1,

emé%al* n]tract exposed

The Lebowa Tender Board, al-
. ready accused of being nothing
but a rubber stamp for the

homeland government, ap-
proved a multimillion-rand deal

between the Lebowa Cabinet
and a chemical company with-
out querying why hundreds of
tons of chemicals were needed.
The board also did not question
why the contract was never put
out to tender.

According to government

documents, the office of .the

homeland’s Chief Minister, Nel-:.
.-son-Ramodike; asked the\Te)

. year to approve the R15 millien"
contract with Firechem for the
prnwsmn of cleaning chemicals,
traifiing “and supervision, as it
would bé “more convenient” to

get supplies from one company.
Deputy director TJ M Mam-

pane, who signed the letter on

ds. chernieals ﬁlﬁﬁ;@
'**“é“r*‘ Board>o nﬁ Qctoher"ﬁ‘*S"‘ Sthv WGWém’ ;

Minister, denied knuwm abuut ‘
the deal, although the dm:ument
is filed with the Lebowa Tender
Board in Lebowakgomo.

According to information,
three out of the seven Tender
Board members did ask ques-
tions about the contract, but it
was nevertheless approved.

The contract allows for a -
supply of 1500-2 000 tons of
cleaning chemicals.

Before the contract was ap-
proved; ZovVernh
ments:-had:{otpirehases

o Qg AL At j:-:
Lebowa: havétheen oo zi:h
cleaning chemigalgssince: ‘
chem started; ﬂegi‘,lfel: ¢S, in Feb
ruary. At the Jan :Fursegl-lﬁsmw

- tal, ‘abont 120‘»&25%;3‘ S0ff

chenucals arel m ,. %1:;; re-‘“
room. Officiajs: sa ﬂ“h mals
are delivered” to: the whether

The Star was told that ofﬂ-
cials in the departments of
Health and Education who have
complained about the supply of
chemicals have been threatened
with dismissal or a transfer.

According to estimates, fhe
Lebowa government service
should not need more than
R2 million worth of cleanmg
chemicals a year.

The Star was told that a let-

6 “”Eﬁ‘wta rtr’nent Sf EdiRa ‘*“cum-

airinkithat. sime peo e, fshow

lilc’ﬁl %gt%i emi-
: ?‘%’r’* AT %%uec—
X7 'tor Dohglas McNaugl;t sdid his
. products were enw‘rﬁnm tally
. iriendly and he was upaware of

- any complaints. © > -

. v -L0€ Star has t%t::‘-l:ﬂl::l‘L & ‘that
Flrechem recently *d6 ated
RlO[l 000 to the Umted Péople’s
Front, which has allgned 1tself

behalf of the office of the Chief they need them m‘“nbi:ﬁ, e,
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Lebowa has been described by the De Meye
tion.. JACQUES PAUW focuses On Nelson R
Minister, and gives details of a R1bm
African chemical company.

L 2 T

There was a time, almost 20
gears ago, when Mogoboya Nel-
son Ramodike was lurking be-
hind bushes waiting to issue
traffic tickets to offending mo-
torists.

-Today, the former traffic cop
calls himself “Governor of Le-
bowa”, and is one of South Afri-
ca’s highest-paid civil servants
with an annual pay package of
R199152. His administration
controlled a budget of some
R2,3 billion in the last financial
year.

Reports earlier this month
claimed he also receives a
household allowance, an enter-
tainment allowance and a
transport allowance, totalling
R75000,a year. To maintain and
~ jmprove his house he gets a fur-
ther R7.000 a month.

_ Lashing out at the reports as
‘untrie; Ramodike said he had
'to’ pay-ihcome tax whereas the
#Qtate . President’s salary does
not even attract tax deduction
| &t all™.:

Ramodike has become one of
the- most controversial politi-
“¢ians in South Africa, a man ac-

Hcusgd: by the De Meyer Com-

L |’.I ""l“ ’

“mission of heading a massively
corrupt and incompetent ad-
ministration.

De Meyer said Ramodike was
implicated in the scandal and
was, among other things, the il-

| legal owner of two liquor out-

lets.

In a homeland where Mer-
| cedes-Benz cars for government
officials are as commonplace as
Hingek and poverty, the com-
‘mission’found that although his
420.SE>was replaced with a
‘500 SE, the 420 SE was still used
as a “substitute car”. According
to reports he also “personally
owns” a Mercedes 200 E.

-

Ghaw e

co o e .-
0 ‘Governor of L.ebowa

r Commission as a pit of corrtip:
amodike, the homeland’s Chief
iliion contract awarded to a South

Nelson Ramodike . .. has
denied all allegations of

corruption.
And 20 new Mercedes-Benz

cars, earmarked for Ministers
and deputy Ministers, were de-
livered to the homeland barely
two weeks ago to replace older
models.

According to government
sources close to Ramodike, he is
experiencing financial prob-
lems. He has asked people close
to him to help him settle certain
debts, while it is known that
he has difficulty keeping two of
his children at school and uni-
versity. He has also not been
able to repay a widow for a
loan of R20 000.

Two weeks ago, Lebowa De-
velopment Corporation (LDC)
chairman Willie Ramoshaba
was fired after exposing further
Cabinet corruption — and it
was the Cabinet that ordered
his dismissal.

Ramoshaba alleged .that Ra-

o
oliceman -

|

I
1
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R

=
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', a loan to buy a farm, used ‘his

brother, P Z Ramodike, to apply
for a loan of R245 000. The pur-
pose of the loan was to buy the
Chief Minister’s business com-
plex near Lenyenye. :

Three weeks ago, one of Ra-
modike’s cousins, Ronald Rase-
hotsa, was allocated a govern-
ment contract of R1,3 million to
supply hospitals with meat —
although Rasebotsa does not
own a butchery.

‘Ramodike has always vehe-
mently denied any allegations
of corruption against him. ;.

“The public should praise and
thank me for having been brav
enough to expose the mismatf-
agement of funds in Lebow
government  services which
took place before I was,elected
political head of the territory,’
he said before firing two Minis-
ters implicated in the report. !

Ramodike, who became Chief
Minister of Lebowa in; 1987 is
described as a daring and ag-
gressive politician who has.re-
peatedly stated his oppesition to
independence for the homeland:

He has claimed often in, the
past that there have been plots
to oust or even assassinate him.

Ramodike dismissed his chief
director, Boet Fick, at the end
of last month after the alleged
discovery of bugging devices in
the Cabinet room and in his own
office. o

At a June 16 rally in Johan-
nesburg in 1991, ANC president
Nelson Mandela referred to_the
presence of Ramodike and for-
gave him for “past mistakes”.

This week, however, ANC
supporters in Pietersburg: re-
fused to listen to Ramodike
when he: tried- to deliver. a
speech at'a memorial service
for Chris Hani.. . .. 1 v~

’*—_ﬂ-ul—i:r-—--*l"

modike, having failed to secure
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s _ than what ke thinks. It is a complicated matter, | Recommendations of Dekker Commis- @) Mwm recommendations Of the Dekker| The MINISTER OF HOME AFFAIRS:

S but the judgment on thig appeal will be deliv- sion mh_una-ﬁﬁmim M: were nﬂm.ﬁn out by the

i ered in the near future . s . overnment Service. With re-

% y - The Commission recommended z_mr. gard to the De Meyer Commission, ) _ (a)(i) (a)(ii) | (b)
K (a) the Lebowa Department of Agricul- Some recommendations were carried

SO * For written reply: ture and the Department of Ea- out, whilst others are still receiving KwaZulu 1611 7873122743 244
» g . vironmental Conservation must attention, @ Lebowa 278 32211 379 184 0
General Affairs: exercise stronger control over capi- ——— mamaﬂm 176 508 | 199 802| 3 258
¥ ”. . - - . . anz } |

& 4 Lebowa: committees/commissions of inquiry tal assets with regard to .En:. fune i Cliizenship certificates issued KaN ankulu 784441 446 833 0
e & _; tion and cost implications; {272. Mr P G SOAL asked the Minister of aNgwane 4 574| 398 405 0
: “ 268. Mr M J ELLIS .mmwmm the Minister of Re- (b) capital budgets be compiled in § Home Affairs: Minis _ KwaNdebele 47 430| 228 mﬁ_ 0
i gional and Land Affairs: greater detail and that transfer of How many citizenship certificates (a){{) h ]

K R 1) (a) How many (i) commissions and/or budgetary funds not only take place . . ; aji1) ha .

4 (1) an ncE__&ﬁnMcﬁm wﬂ@ﬁ% have been ap- at management meetings with pro- ’ wﬁnwﬂ WM& ﬂnn_ M_mwmdﬂmﬁma to be mmmnmn as ..H,_E. figures furnished under (a)(ii) are pro-
A pointed to date to conduct investigations ject developers, but be authorised 000 o nm_ﬂnn er -~ .HE (b) were issued in jections based on the latest adjusted 1991
i into (aa) the affairs of statutory bodies, by the Secretary of the relevant De- . .m atzens of each self-governing terri- On_.,.m:m mw:..nm. as supplied by the Central
22 (bb) allegations of fraud and/or (cc) the partment so that potential misuse of 24 B619E Statistical Service.

K misappropriation of funds in Lebowa unapplied funds already paid to pro-

; and (b) in respect of each of these com- ject developers, be avoided.

@ missions and/or committees, what (i) was (c) the delivery of material and services |

its name, (ii) was the name of its chair-

by one government department to

man, (ii) were its terms of reference,
(iv) were its recommendations and (v)
was the total cost involved;

another will take place within the
budget and be financially calculated |
against each other, to determine the

(2) (a) which of the recommendations of actual costs of capital expenditure;

each of these commissions and/or com- (d) under the guidance of the Depart- _
mittees were (i) implemented and (ii) ment of Finance, registers be kept .

not implemented, (b) (i) why, (ii) in of capital assets indicating the full

; what manner mun. (iit) .ﬂ:mu was nmmnr of costs thereof and subject to internal
; the recommendations in question imple-

e YR

rt

W ey
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. and external audit;

: mented and (c) why were the other rec- o

M ommendations notimplemented? B610E (e) nwﬂ W&Eﬁﬁn _._nnaﬂEaumwmc that
. the owa Development Corpor- |
a The EZHM.HWW. OF REGIONAL AND ation Ltd decrease its loan to Kgosi
} LAND AFFAIRS: L C Mothiba with R22 474,34 and
» (1) Two Commissions of Inquiry have been that the latter be compelled to sum-
) appointed, namely: marily repay the said amount minus
& : - any prepayments on compulsory
¥ (i) the Dekker Commission, under the : :

_L chairmanship of Mr L W Dekker. instalments, After capital redemp-

whose terms of reference to investi-
gate, report and make recommenda-
tions on the possible misappropria-
tion of funds in the Lebowa
Government Service; and

(ii) the De Meyer Commission, under
the chairmanship of Mr O A de
Meyer, whose terms of reference
was to inquire into any mismanage-
ment that may have occurred in the
Lebowa Government Service, the
Lebowa Development Corporation
or the Lebowa Agricultural Com-

pany.
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

tion and advanced payments an
amount of R3 933,85 was paid by
Kgosi Mothiba on 14 June 1989.

Recommendations of the De Meyer
Commission

The First and Second Reports were
tabled in Parliament during January/

February 1993. Its recommendations are

not repeated here.

The total costs of the Commissions were |

as follows:
Dekker Commission: R21 686

De Meyer Commission: R376 168

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY
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{Dekker commission on'the:misap-: |

A\ [Propriation: of: funds:in-the ..
[ Lebowa government had heen.im- .,

| 'Plﬂm ented iby,; thﬂhﬂm el a'n di Mjﬂ- .
‘fister: of-. Regional :Affairs:‘Andre. ..,

| Fourie. told;: Parliament :'yester-. ..

J day. He said.also some of the.rec.:

| commission -investigating -} mis- -

rernment and the territory’s devel-
‘Opment; corporation:. shad ‘been...

'capr_ied out, while o .were re- i
celving attention. (1) ... | "«
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EBOWA WILL HAVE 1ts last
ordinary session of the leg-
islative assembly this year
duning May or June. This
& willmark the end of the last
eGiieea®¥ chapter of apartheid and
homeland politics in our region and the
dawn of a new era which we have al
been waiting for.
Believe it or not; Mr Mogoboya Nel-
son Ramodike, Chief Minister of
Lebowa, is the source of this statement.
- Obviously Ramodike and his cabinet
ministers have realised that the tide for
democracy has turned full circle and are
nGW pre-ernpting calls for the cessation
of batustan legislative assembly
seatings.
" However, even if Ramodike and his
cabinet had not decided to end their
parliamentary seatings this year, the
constitutional taiks at the World Trade
Centre — if they are not derailed or

: - deadlocked — wili do that for him and

f,

other homeland leaders.
But for Ramodike, it is a milestone
. that he announced the end of Lebowa as
a bantustan and if there is any ordinary
legislative assembly seating, he will
have branded himself a cheat and a liar:
The announcement comes hot on the
*- . heels of several cormuption scandals that
= - have plagued Lebowa and several other
. homeland administrations.

o
r

%" Corruption and graft have become a

[
T
wE
st .

‘2% chief minister dismissed as blatani lies:

common feature of almost all the honie-

s '

e L T

efalie
LI
K,

%

i2¢ ~ High salaties and perks, Leboya De-
7. velopment Corporation saga, which the

a
[E]
L

8257 Of late, Ramodike’s administration
%7 has been exposed of awarding a Fire-
ﬁ%mmnwmﬁ multi-million rand cleaning con-
nduwt fract and to show its generosity, the
ﬁwwﬁcéé “ploughed back” R100 000

s
m .”h.ﬂ_"...,...;m_. ®

3

- lands and the central Government also
2= o gets full marks for its performance. .

traffic cop may be ending:

By Don Seckane

into Ramodike’s United People’s Front.

During slain SACPchief Chris Hani’s
memorial service, Ramodike was booed
by the people and chased away. This was
clearly a sign that the people know how
to deal with him.

But Ramodike and his ministers are
not bowing out of cabinet politics that
easily, as their demands from the Gov-
crnment-guarantee. -

A memorandum containing demands
hasbeen sent to the Minister of Regional
Development and Land Affairs Mr
André Fourie, threatening to shut down

the homeland’s administration unless

the central Government fulfils its prom-
ises and obligations to Lébpwa.
In the -memorandum, -the Lebowa
- cabinetdemands that all applications for
‘development projects approved by the

~

> Development Bank of Soutliern Africa
" be finaheed as soon ﬁm._“ﬁnmmmumw LT

e ST

services should be wiped out and that a

nursing college should be built in the

Northern Transvaal, - o
Also mnfrastructure should be pro-

vided to 16 Lebowa townships and that
additional land be made available.

Lebowa cabinet further demands that
a pension benefits bill — passed by its
legislative assembly — waiting for ap-
proval by President FW de Klerk be
recognised immediately.

In short the Lebowa government
needs more funds. And Ramodike has
made it clear that those funds should
come from the Government.

Trying to clarify things, Ramodike
says constitutionally Lebowa cannot be
regarded as having its own parliament
and bills passed by the homeland’s leg-
1slative assembly have to be approved

- by the State President.

The Azanian People’s Organisation,

“which has vehemently opposed . the
- homelands system and has consistently -

kept homeland leaders at arm’s length,
says Ramodike’

. Spokesman Mr Mmutle wrmwrw..mmww

< 2% Bicklogs in educdfon and mmwﬁm_,_ _before Ramodike’s administration and

any other bantustan governmentdecides
to close shop, taxpayers should be told

what happened to the money squan-

dered by the so-called MPs.

| Rarr sannouncementisofno.
consequence:. . - ., L :

willing or
unwilling, can
continue to
exist beyond
this year U

“No bantustan, willing or unwilling,
can conlinue to exist beyond this year
and Ramodike’s announcement is of no
consequence.

“During the past two years the
Lebowa government has been rocked
with one corruption scandal after the
other. A

“What are they doing with those min-

isters who granted- theinselves :.,EE.

licences and what about those luxury
German cars accurulating dust at

- Lebowakgomo?

¥

T

will continue. to demand answers,
Phashasays: G- .

ot - :

- “For Ramodike and hi§ followers—if -

there are any — the announcement
might be proof that he rejects the system
that elevated him to a political leader.
After all, he was only-a traffic cop
before. . o

SOWETAN Friday April 30 1993
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- They may close shop but the people
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Tice of Lebowa Platinum .
(Leplat) has doubled since the begining of L __IONO ﬁATE"s =
the year, with the market viewing the com- illier said: “The market has viewed Leplat
. pany in a better light since the recentrally in a better light wit rige i tinum
N in platinum prices, | | prices,” i

The JCI loss-making producer recorded Improved price likel restore
one of the largest price gaing on the JSE the mine to profitability, and ease the
yesterday, rising 20c to cloge at 130c.  “Wrecent strain op cashflow. . :

. Since the metal price rally, the share ha The mine has been forced to borrow

last year, )
It stood at a high of R11 in 1990, Ggggtgggzgfg e mitnen et to meet its

chairman Barry Davison said yester day Long-term debt stood at R9gm in the six

" that there were no new developments a:gmunﬂw ended December 1992

¢ ﬂ;pﬂlinﬂ. i ’
" ““The operation is meeting its target o Platinum prices roge to highs of about

" 70 000 tons a month,” he said. Q $385/0z last week from $340/0z in early

Leplat shelved plans last year to in>X Mareh.
créase output to 100 000 tons a month afteRy The metal'was fixed at $375,90/0z yes-
production problems underground, , terday afternoon, up $1,75/0z on the morn-
' i Fergusson Brothers analyst Philip Mar- ing fix. - .
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IN LEBOWA’S Matlala
Hospital near Marble Hall,
half of the 228 heds stand
empty. :

Consulting 'rooms and
wards have been comman-
deered as living space by
policemen, hospital staff
and trade union officials,

At the end of a brightly-
lit corridor 3 fully
equipped operating theatre
is being used as a store,

Matlala superintendent
Dr Nkombua Lushiky said-
“After five, we don’t get
people here,

“They can’t come be-
cause there is no trans-

‘port.” o,
Drugs

.+ The outpatient wing at

Matlala is a typical exam-

ple of bad planning and

maladministration in 2

chaotic and inefficient
:Lebowa Health . Depart-

cment, according to another

medical -Superintendent,
"Dr- John Millard,
. Dr Milard, who runs the
Jane Futse Memorial Hos.

pital 50km ‘down a' dirt

road from Matlala, is at his
wit's/ end.

“Suiperintendents gre bat-

‘tling’ problems rangin

“poor facilities to underpai
“staff, he said; - ;
“Drugs supplied’ By

8
from drug shortages ang

-
[
ac
~a

fhe

R U AR SR
i -

t for%

o
" F
y

¥
L .

f

r
/

- 1 1 -4 ' r he
i '., l'l--"i:.'f'J [

By JAMES BRITTAIN

government stores fre-
quently run out, -,

Last month, chemicals
supplied by Firechern —
the company, that allegedly
cut an illegal R15-million
deal with Lebowa Chief
Minister Nelson Ramodike
— were delivered to Jane
Furse by government offi-

clals in a luxury German

car.

The hospital has since
been swamped with sup-
plies of cleaning chemieals
and overpriced mops.

But health workers pe-
lieve the most serious
problem  is that heajth
funds are not being chan-
elled in the right direction.

According to Operation

Hunger, 404 000 people are

receiving food aid in
Lebowa. This figure repre-
sents a 500 percent ip-
Crease over the 1992 statis-
tics.

_ /Thousands more suffer
from malnutrition and gs-
sociated diseases such as
gastro-enteritis and tuber-.
culosis,

“There is a desperate
heed for improved prima-
ry health care in the re-
gion,” said Dr Millard,

“People’” often have "tg °

walk up to 50km to find a
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clinic, yet the government
insists on pumping Imoney
into hospitals that don't
need repairs.”

The total 1992-1993 bud-
get for health in Lebowa
was R330-million. |

The region has 20 hospi-
tals and 146 clinies,

Lebowa’s Director of
Health, Social Welfare and
Pensions, Professor Moses
Bopape, admitted his' de-
partment was “very much
behind” but denied that pri-
mary health care was not a
priority. v

Rural .

“Most of Lebowa is a ru-
ral area and we have old -
hospitals inherited from ;
missionaries, So we'are up-
grading them,” he said.

At Hlatlolanang —~ 4
New primary healthi-care -
cenire in Mokwete fiinded-
by the Kellogg Foundation
Rose Mazibuko'faisedf
her arm and pointed ont -
across the dry valley,

“Fifty percent of child-
ren in our area are under-
weight, N

“There ig insufficient,
food - and . water , ‘conjgs”
from the river, “% ¢

“We don’t need new. hos-

3 k| 3::; ?fﬂfs
“Stethoscopes { At Tds"
away with dirty water.”
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HARSH conditions in the

food sector saw Lebowa

Bakeries (Lebaka) report a
21,8% drop in attributable
earnings to 10,9¢ (l4c) a
share in the six months to

| end-March,

. Directors said the reces-

siun and high unemploy-

} There had been some good
rains, bit some areas were |

ment in the Transvaal re-
gion had affected results.

| still affected by the

drought. " Politieal
stayaways, boycotts, labour
stoppages ' and “strikes’had.
also been factors. "R

| . Turnover fell 75% to

| R47,6m from R51,5m, and |

| -operating profit by 31,3% to

| B4.3m from R6,3m, with

| the‘operating margin being

. -
d
1

-
i

reduced by 23%:%y, . ¥,

3 mﬂ{uu‘gp_ “interest ™. paid X

was ‘lower,’ interest: pe--

| ceived declined by 47,3% to

R747 000 from Rl 4m pre-
viously. Income after tax
was down by 275% at
R2,8m from R3,8m.

Aiter outside sharehold-
ers, attributable income
was 21,8% lower at R2,7m
from R35m. The interim
dividend was halved to 8,5¢

knock b a"kery

'i(;i’:f:‘): a share. (I// )

With effect from Fehru-
ary, 'Lebaka had entered
into a joint venture with Al-
bany Bakeries. The assets
of Lebaka’s Bushbuckridge
branch and Albany’s Bar-
berton Bakeries were com-
bined to form iRidgetnn
Bakery, held equa ly by thé
two companies. | :

i

L




LEBAKA -

Less dough -
oL
Bread may be the staptediet But 1t’s of little |

consequence when the nation is eating less.
Thls .axium is clear from Lebowa Bakeries’
interim results. The baker and confectioner
reports a 22% drop in attributable earnings
to 10,9¢ a share.

Turnover of R47,6m is 8% down on a year

A 5
o EATING LESS

Six months to Mar Sept Mar
‘92 92 ‘93
Turnover (Rm) ... 51,5 50,7 476

Operating incorne {Rm) . 8,8 66 6.8

‘Attributable (Rm} ...... 3,6 2.6 2,7
| Earpings () S 14,0 10,3 10,9
Drvidends (6] o 7.0 36 3.5

+ Annualised.

ago. Population is around 2m but rural areas
!;lﬂ’u’ﬂ been hard hit by the dip in disposable
income. Extreme pressure on margins (the
effect of drought, despite good rains in some
areas).and general political upheaval saw
operating profit down 23% to R6,8m. Fixed

M
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costs, though contained, tid-not fall

same proportion. Interest paid was lower,
but neutralised by a 47% decline in interest
received. Lebaka should benefit at year-end

from the new company tax rate.

From February, Lebaka entered into a

joint venture with Albany Bakeries. The as-
sets of Lebaka’s Bushbuckridge branch and |
Albany’s Barberton Bakeries were com-
bined. Financial director Timothy Lehong
says the formation of Ridgeton Bakery,
though not expected to have much impact
this year, will bring benefits next yecar.

Capex is still rising. Of R13,1m budgeted
for this year, under half was spent in the first
half, some of which was on a bakery project
which will start production in July. The
remaining R7m will go on expanding activi-
ties and replacement COSIS.

Over 70% of capex is to be funded inter-
nally. This is positive for gearing, now 2

healthy 7,7% (10% at year-end).

With continued socio-political problems,
affecting the consumer and labour markets,
and unlikely to show marked improvement
soon, management is aiming to achieve taxed
earnings for 1993 similar to the R6,7m of the

previous year.
The share price, at 130c, is down 12%

since the release of the figures. With limited

growth prospects, the counter is unlikely to

offer much excitement.

Marylou Greig
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ation in the memorandum. Only in its reference
to good governance does the memorandum
refer, in passing, to the fundamental issue of
restoring the social cimate of peace and order.

My question to the hon the Minister in this
regard is whether the Government is afraid to
admit to the real dilemma. In a theoretical
model such as the Normative Economic Model it
is indeed a soft option to make a theoretical
supposition such as this and then to continu
one’s argument from that point.

The ultimate question therefore is: Om_._mq_ﬂ\

normative model and its results be applied to the
real world? Altematively stated, was the exer-
cise worth the effort?

*I know what the answer to this question is. It is
“no”. We can simply throw the Normative Eco-

nomic Model into the trash can as a publicity
document.

*The DEPUTY MINISTER OF FINANCE: Mr
Chairman, I had hoped that hon members of the
CP would also participate in the debate on the
future economic policy in a positive manner.

I have already said that some important role-
players of the future are not in this House, but
outside it. [Interjections.] If we want to destroy
this coentry, we must make an issue of our
economic policy. The Normative Economic
Mode! has already led to a great measure of
convergence of thought outside in so far as
economic policy is concerned.

The hon member made the remark that State
revenue was now so much lower that one could
act prophetically here in relation to the deficit
before borrowing at the end of the firancial
year. We are not prepared to take part in that
debate. It is true that there is a shortfall in so far
as the revenue for the first two months is con-

cerned, but it 1s possible that there is a cyclical
trend involved here.

In so far as the lack of economic growth is
concerned, this is largely related to political
factors and the lack of investment in the coun-
try. [Interjections.] We are a country which finds
itself in a transitional phase.

It is true that State debt has increased rapidly,
particularly during the past two years, but
viewed within the international context, our
State debt is still entirely within limits. Hon
members therefore need not try to score any
peoints in that regard.

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

The Government 1s anything but devoid of an
economic plan. The Budget is one of the most
important of a variety of economic policy instru-
ments and plays a tremendous role in respect of
economic restructuring and socio-economic
reconstruction. This year’s Budget is merely

another step in a programme Spanning a number
of years,

We have said that the Normative Economic
Model is a discussion document. It is not perfect
and we want people to criticise it, because by
criticising they are taking part. By so doing they
become a party to that plan. [Time expired.]

Debate concluded.

Building of Soeknog Dam in Lebowa

2. Mr R J LORIMER asked the Minister of
Water Affairs: * __

(1) Whether he will furnish™~ififormation
regarding the circumstances surrounding
the building of the Soeknog Dam in
Lebowa and the subsequent breaking of
the dam wall; if not, why not; if so, what
are the relevant particulars;

whether it is the intention to rebuild this
dam,; if not, why not; if so, when?

BI953E.INT

The MINISTER OF WATER AFFAIRS: Mr
Chairman, Lebowa is a self-governing territory.
In terms of the Self-governing Territories Con-
stitution Act of 1971 such territories are empow-
ered to construct such waterworks as they may
deem fit, provided that they are not contrary to
any entitlement to water of common interest on
the part of cobasin states.

(2)

‘The 40 metre high earth embankment dam was
constructed between January 1991 and Decem-
ber 1992 by the Department of Water Affairs of
Lebowa, with finance provided by the Develop-
ment Bank of Southern Africa, with a view to
irrigating coffee plantations in Lebowa. The
construction activities were undertaken by a
contractor as far as the concrete works were
concerned, and the aforementioned department
in Lebowa undertook the ground fill, all under
the control, guidance and supervision of a pri-
vate firm of consulting civil engineers.

2045
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The dam safety legislation and regulations
applicable to the construction of dams in the
RSA do not apply to Lebowa, but prior to
commencement of construction of the dam, a set
of provisional plans was submitted to the depart-
ment for perusal and comment. The Dam Safety
Office in the Department of Water Affairs and
Forestry at that time offered its assistance and
expertise with the design and construction.
Although Lebowa accepted this offer at the
time, it ultimately did not make use of it. i1

When the dam was 28 % full and with approxi
mately two million cubic metres of water in
storage, indications are that a leak developed
overnight, which resulted in a breach in the
earth embankment in the vicinity of the outlet
works. This failure released the water in storage,
resulting in a flood of approxmmately 300 to 500
cumec downstream. It is estimated that this
flood was equivalent to a one-in-100 year flood.
As far as can be ascertained, no loss of life
occurred. As far as the environment is con-
cerned, it was initially feared that serious eco-
logical damage had been caused by a heavy silt
load and subsequent deposits.

On hearing of the disaster, the department, in
liaison with Lebowa, immediately arranged for a
site inspection, and arrangements were also
made for a group of experts from the depart-
ment, the Nature Conservation Branch of the
Transvaal Provincial Administration and the
National Parks Board to look into the environ-
mental aspects. Observations by the department
at that time indicated that the Mutlumuvi River
. . . [Time expired.}

Mr R J LORIMER: Mr Chairman, listening to
the hon the Minister I come to the conclusion
that there was a disgraceful degree of incompe-
tence involved in all stages of the building of this
dam, which finally culminated in the absolute
debacle with which we are faced.

A homeland government, in this case Lebowa,
operating through its separate Department of
Water Affairs, and without proper reference to
this hon Minister's department, decides to build
a dam to serve the needs of approximately
200 000 people in Lebowa, as wel as to allow an
amount of water for irrigation purposes, includ-
ing a coffee plantation. Whether any real con-
sideration was given to downstream users
outside Lebowa is very doubtful indeed, and
whether any real environmental impact assess-

menit was conducted before the start of the
project seems highly unlikely.

So a start is made on an inadequately thought
out, ill-considered project. The project goes
ahead, and the dam is completed. During con-
struction a sort of environmental impact study is
conducted by the Department of Water Affairs
and Forestry of the RSA which reveals, inter
alia, the almost total destruction of all natural
vegetation in the catchment area near the dam,
indicating massive potential runoff. This does
not appear to influence the situation.

Finally, after last year’s major drought, the dam
begins to fill up. The downstream users are
deprived of any of the benefits of the first rains
in the catchment area until, suddenly and unex-
pectedly, they get the total benefit of all the
water plus an enormous amount of silt in one fell
swoop when the dam wall breaks when the dam
is probably about a third full. The resulting flood
causes serious damage to the ecology of the
Sand River, in spite of what the hon the Minister
says. In the deep parts it is silted up and . . .

The CHAIRMAN OF THE HOUSE: Order!
Hon members must please lower their voices.

Mr R J LORIMER: . . . there has been conse-
quential damage to the delicate ecology of the
Sabie River system. My questions to the hon the
Minister are: Why was the building of the dam
allowed to go ahead when no agreement on
water usage had been reached with the users?
Did his department know about the building of
the dam from the outset and did they approve
the plans? He did not say so ia his speech. What
has been the cost to the South African taxpayer?
Is this wall going to be rebuilt, and if so, is a
full-scale environmental impact assessment
finally going to be conducted? Will the landown-
ers in the Sabie Sand Reserve, who are heavily
affected by the flow pattern of the river, and the
Kruger Park authorities be considered?

Sabie Sand alone brings in R40 million in over-
seas currency for South Africa and pays out
something like R0,5 million per month in sala-
ries.

My colleague the hon member for Umhlanga
will deal with the question of a department with
inadequate expertise in dam building being

altowed to proceed on its own ... {Time
expired.]
h.\ﬁ..}.\T\ﬁv
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*Mr C B SCHOEMAN: Mr Chairman, this
dam, the Soeknog Dam, has the right name.
After R38 million had been spent on its con-
struction, after interest had been lost, after
R340 000 had been spent by the Development
Bank of Southern Africa to investigate what
went wrong and after irrecoverable damage of
between R10 million and R16 miilion had been

jections.]

dam was financed by the Development Bank of
Southern Africa. Before a dam is built and
financed, proper investigations are undertaken.

The Department of Water Affairs was consulted
and made certain inputs. However, we could
only make inputs in as far as the Lebowa gov-
ernment allowed us to do so0. Hon members may
possibly be right with regard to one point and

y emphasises that Lebowa will again become

suffered the dam is still missing (soek). ﬁnﬁﬂﬂf that is that what has happened in Lebowa actu-

In spite of the fact that the ground fill was
undertaken by the Lebowa government, Gri-
naker dealt with the concrete works, Van Wyk
Louw were the engineers who designed the
concrete works and Eksteen, Van der Walt and
Nissen were the consulting engineers, the dam is
still missing! That is unforgivable!

With all the modern dam building techniques
available in the world, the questton is whether
there was a design problem. Was it faulty con-
struction or good construction with poor super-
vision, or both? Of what quality was the
material? Somebody is definitely to blame.

There is suspicion, particularly in the light of the
revelations in  connection with this self-
governing state during the past two years,
because there must have been a reason for the
dam wall to give way. If it was the outlet works,
why did the defensive design which was sup-
posed to prevent this not work? One becomes

concerned when one considers that there are
3 092 dams in South Africa which have been
registered as safety risks.

The silt adversely affected the micro-ecology
downstream, although the damage is considera-
bly less than was initially stated in the media.
There are also other environmental influences
which apply, such as the destruction of vegeta-
tion and the population deunsity. This plays an
important role, particularly in respect of that
region. This must receive urgent attention.

Ironically enough, this dam was built in the first
place for domestic water. Although the dam was
virtually completed, a start had not yet been
made with the planning or construction of the
network for water distribution to the target
population. [Time expired.]

*The MINISTER OF WATER AFFAIRS: Mr
Chairman, at the outset I want to say that it was
the prerogative of the Lebowa government to
buitd that dam. [Interjections.] Secondly, the

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

part of South Africa in a new constitutional
dispensation, and that we will be able to exercise
central control over the national assets which

belong to all of us in this country. [Interjec-
tions. |

South Africa has permanent water commissions
which we use at the moment to regulate the
throughflow of water of the interstate rivers. We

therefore have a permanent body which regn-
lates this throughflow of water,

The hon member is rightly worried about dam
safety. We have two reasons to be worried about
that river. Firstly, we must get water for
Gazapkulu. That is the important reason. Sec-
ondly, because it is an interstate river, we must
ensure that dam safety measures are applied
there.

The Department of Water Affairs has already
been approached—it will be their prerogative to
repair the dam or not repair it—so that our own
people will be present at that investigation and
we will give information in connection with the
safety of the dam to those involved.

*Mr J] A JORDAAN: Mr Chairman, in our

caucus we refer to the hon member for Bryan-
ston as Mr Water and Mr Environment. Yester-
day he was still in hospital and we are now
referring jokingly to him as “Lazarus Lorimer”
who virtually rose from the dead to deal with his
own interpellation here, [Interjections. ]

The hon the Minister of Regional and Land
Affairs, to whom this interpellation was origi-
nally addressed, actually avoided a problem
here by giving it to the hon the Minister of
Water Affairs to deal with. {Interjections.}

All the functions vesting in the self-governing
territories at the moment were transferred to
them by the Government in terms of Schedule |
of Act 21 of 1971,

The hon the Minister knows we referred 11 2
discussion last Friday to the fact that since

.4
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February 1950, which he considered to be a
watershed year, he had gone ahead and trans-
ferred certain further functions in respect of
water to the governments of the self-governing
territories.

We must, however, realise a very impo
point. In the setup in which we find ourselves in
this country there must be a central department
which exercises control over a vital aspect such
as water resources, because water is a national
resource and knows no boundaries.

In certain regions one can grant certain func-
tions to those regions. However, when it comes
to the utilisation, development and so on of one
of the most important resources in our country,
there must be a central department. If we con-
sider the development of water resources and
how arid South Africa is, and take into account
that we will have to import water from outside,
not only from Lesotho, but even from further
away, tt is of vital importance for us to realise
how important this resource is . . .

*The CHAIRMAN OF THE HOUSE: Order!

*Mr J A JORDAAN: . .. that it is a matter
which must be dealt with at central level . . .

*The CHAIRMAN OF THE HOUSE: Order!

*MrJ A JORDAAN: . .. and that the NP itself
must examine . . .

*The CHAIRMAN OF THE HOUSE: Order!

*Mr J A JORDAAN: .
affairs.

*The CHAIRMAN OF THE HOUSE: Order!
If the Chair accommodates hon members so that
they can complete their sentence, they must not
start new sentences. [Interjections.]

Mr P G SOAL: Mr Chairman, on a point of
order: Is it in order for the hon the Minister of
Regional and Land Affairs to say to the hon
member for Bryanston that he has lied?

The CHAIRMAN OF THE HOUSE: Order!
Did the hon the Minister say that?

The MINISTER OF REGIONAL AND LAND
AFFAIRS; Mr Chairman, when the hon mem-

ber said that he had put this question to me and
that I had refused to reply to it, I said that he
was lying.

*The CHAIRMAN OF THE HOUSE: Order!
No, the hon the Minister must withdraw that.

. . where they put water

*The MINISTER OF REGIONAL AND
LLAND AFFAIRS: I withdraw it, Mr Chairman.

Mr R J LORIMER: Mr Chairman, when 1

directed it to the hon the Minister of Land
Affairs. For some reason or other, because of
the machinations on the other side, it was
directed to that hon Minister who is obviously
not responsible. It was put directly to the hon
" the Minister of Land Affairs. He is incompetent,
and I would like an apology from that despicable
Minister.

The CHAIRMAN OF THE HOUSE: Order!
Did I hear the hon member for Bryanston refer
to an hon Minister as a despicable Minister?

Mr R J LORIMER: Yes, Mr Chairman.

The CHAIRMAN OF THE HOUSE: Order!
The hon member must withdraw it.

Mr R J LORIMER: Mr Chairman, | withdraw
it

The CHAIRMAN OF THE HOUSE: Order! I
cannot hear the hon member.

Mr R ] LORIMER: Mr Chairman, 1 withdrew
it.

The CHAIRMAN OF THE HOUSE: Order!
Thank you. The hon member may continue,

Mr R J LORIMER: The hon the Minister of
Water Affairs has still not answered any ques-
tions. He has not told us how much it cost. He
has not told us whether the dam wall will be
reconstructed, what kKind of reparations are
going to be made for the damage suffered by
those downstream, whether or not water will be
provided to the people downstream of the dam.
He has not told us what is going to happen to the
coffee plantation.

%Emnﬂ_ this question on the Question Paper, I
It

Everybody up there wants to know what is
happening. I do not think this hon Minister
knows himself. {Time expired.]

*The MINISTER OF WATER AFFAIRS: Mr
Chairman, I shall come to the hon member in a
moment.

I agree with what the hon member for Um-
hlanga said. That is in fact the direction in which
we are moving. When we find ourselves in a new
government dispensation, of which Lebowa will
be a part, we will say water is a national asset.

P 2
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[Interjections.] The hon member must listen to
what [ am saying. __:

Water is a national asset we shall have to
have some or other central mechanism which
controls water in a co-ordinated way, so that
they can see to it that there is uniformity and
certain minimum standards are maintained and
so that the distribution of water can be done
mutually by regions, etc.

I now come back to the issue of the reconstruc-
tion of the dam. [Interjections.] Although he
says I have not yet answered the question, I
want to point out to him that I have already told
the hon member that the reconstruction of the
dam is entirely a decision of the Lebowa govern-
ment. The Lebowa government is going to
decide on this after they have completed the
investigations, which quite a number of commit-
tees, which are examining the ecological and
other adverse effects, are involved in.

I have already told the hon member that because
of what has happened the Lebowa government
has become thoroughly aware of the necessity
for dam safety. The Department of Water
Affairs has for that specific reason been invited
to be part of the planning and to supervise
aperations as if the dam were being built in
South Africa. That is their standpoint. Although
the rules of dam safety have not yet been applied
to it, it will be as if the dam were being built in
South Africa. They will then apply those rules to
ensure that the dam is built according to the
safety standards.

I do not know what answer the hon member still
wants.

Debate concluded.

QUESTIONS

tIndicates translated version.
For oral reply:

General Affairs:

State President:

*1. Mr P G SOAL—State President. [With-
drawn.]
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Ministers:

Plessis Laer Police Station: Crime Register

*1. Mr P C CRONIJE asked t
Law and Order:

(1) With reference to Cniiid Register entry
121/3/92 at the Plessis Laer police sta-
tion, (a) what are the names of the sus-
pects involved, (b) what are the circum-
stances surrounding the crimes allegedly
committed by them and (¢) where was
each suspect employed at the time of the
commission of the alleged crimes;

inister of

(2) whether any progress has been made in
the investigations in this regard; if not,
why not; if so, what progress;

(3) whether he will make a statement on the
matter? BY911E

TThe MINISTER OF LAW AND ORDER:
(1) (a) Mr W K van Wyk and Mr A Kock.

(b) On 18 March 1992, while two fe-
males were walking in the vicinity of
the Mbutshane residential area,
they were confronted by two un-
tdentified males who were partially
dressed in South African Defence
Force uniforms. One of them was
carrying a rifle.

! After certain proposals had been

made to the women, one of them
ran away, whereupon three shots
were fired in her direction. She was
not hit.

The two men followed the other
woman to a nearby kraal. A man

who came to her assistance was
chased away by a shot fired in his di-
rection. Thereafter the woman was
raped by one of the men and robbed
of her wnitswatch.

A number of people gathered out-
side the kraal whereupon two shots
were fired in their direction. A man
was hit in the head and as a result
thereof was partially paralysed.
Charges of rape, attempted murder
and robbery are being investigated.

(c} At the time of the incident the two
men were national servicemen in
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the service of the South African De- _

fence Force and stationed at a base
at Swartkop.

{2) Yes.

The investigation was Completed and the
two men were arrested on 18 September
1992 and brought to court after which
they were released on their own recogni-
sances. They had to appear in court
again on 7 January 1993, but did not
show up and warrants for their arrest
were 1ssued. One of the men was re-
arrested on 12 June 1993,

(3) No.

Pictermaritzburg Regional Court: Case No RC
958/92

1 °2. Mr P C CRONJE asked the Minister of Jus-
{ lice:

(1) Whether case No RC 958/92 was heard
in the Pietermaritzburg Regional Court;
if so, what (a) are the names of the
accused in this case and (b) were the
charges involved;

(2) whether the accused appeared in court in
connection with these charges; if not,
why not; if so, what was the cutcome;

(3) whether he will make a statement on the
matter? B212E

The DEPUTY MINISTER OF JUSTICE:
{1) Yes.
(a) Alfred Kock and Willem van Wyk.

(b) Count 1: Rape.
Count 2: Robbery,
Count 3: Attempted murder.

(2) Yes. After the case had been postponed
to 7 January 1993 for trial, both accused
failed to appear in court on this date and
warrants for their arrest were issued.
The accused have to date not been
apprehended.

(3) A statement is not necessary,

Jan Smuts: aircraft fired upon

‘3. Mr J P I BLANCHE asked the Minister of
Law and Order:+

(1) Whether any aircraft of the South Afri-

can Airways were recently fired upon
with fircarms or other weapons in the
vicinity of a South African airport; if so,
(a) when, (b) at which airport and (c)
what was the (t) nature and (ii) extent of
this incident or these incidents:

(2) whether he will make a statement on the
matter? B927E

The MINISTER OF LAW AND QRDER:
(1} Yes.

() 27 May 1993 between 19:15 and
19:30

(b) Jan Smuts Airport

{c) (i) and (ii) Members of the South
Alfrican Police noticed, on two oc-
casions whilst aircraft were fiying
over the Tembisa area, a limited
number of tracer rounds being fired
from the ground. No aircraft were
hit. It is not known which type of
firearm was used to fire the shots.

(2) No.

tMr J P I BLANCHE: Mr Chairman, arising
out of the hon the Minister’s reply, I want to
ask him whether he can perhaps tell us whether
the SA Police have taken any measures to deal
with similar cases in future.

1The MINISTER: Mr Chairman, yes, security
measures have been introduced te deal with
such problems. The hon member will under-
stand, however, that it would be unwise of me,

and not in the public interest, to explain what
we have done.

Jan Smuts: aircraft fired upon

*4, Mr J CHIOLE asked the Minister of Trans-
port:§

(1) Whether flight routes to and from Jan
Smuts Airport had to be altered as a re-
sult of recent alleged rifle fire or other
ground-to-air attacks on passenger air-

craft en route to or from this airport; if
SO,

(2) whether passenger flights of any airlines
have been affected by these altered flight
routes; if not, what is the position in this

regard; if so, what are the relevant
details;
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‘Lebowa nurses end ‘strike- ",

T-WEEK 'strike-by“Lebowa NUISes.
‘ gﬂe?&% week with the S1gning of anl, ghgpﬁﬁi,f
ment. betweeen the.Drepa@mﬁnbnf'I{ﬁé and.
Sheial Welfare'and 2 workers' COMMIMELLES. e
" The '::lerpanifinenj: agreed to pay all arrenaci':
aries by September 3{],; and fo recl?mm; d 1o
the National Education, Health an
Workers Union be recognise
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" Lebowa police. angd: South -
African’ soldiers: manned -
rnadblﬂuks.;as“abaut
- 2000 -SouthiAfrican
Democratm.,rTeacher S
~ Unionis, i members
: marched" on the ‘home-, .
~ landfs leglslatwe assem-.
bly. building g fr -
The' marchers. were
" demanding arrefung: Of
. salaries! deducted aft
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Halt on payments unt]l fmanelal crlsls resolved

SA moves 0

B BY MCKEED KOTLOLO
and NORMAN CHANDLER

In an unprecedented step,
South Africa today takes over
financial contrel of Lebowa be-
cause the local Legislative As-
sembly failed to pass a budget
for the 1993-94 financial year.

This was announced yester-
day in Pretoria by Lucal Gov-

ernment Minister Andre Fourie.
He said “no authorisation exists
(for Lebowa) to incur any expen-
diture or to make any pay-
ments”.

This means cheques issued to
homeland officials, contractors
and others with a claim on Le-
bowa will not be met until the
situation has been resoived.

“Lebowa government Minis-
ters whom I met in Pretoria yes-
terday appeared to be surprised
at our decision but later, after
discussions, they accepted the
taking over of the financial situa-

| Ci/43

SOUTH AFRICA sends !y !ectiun 25 of the Constitu-

financial task force to
Lebowa to probe
irregularities and take
control of the
homeland’s coffers

tion as being in the interests of
all,” Fourie said.

The homeland’s budget was
R3,6 billion and an additional
R360 million was requested in
April. This later doubled to
R722 million before Lebowa,
after a further meeting in May,
reduced it to R306 miilion.

The decision means that in
order to ensure the “efficient
continuation of services”, the
Minister, with the approval of
the Cabmet and in accordance

tion of the Self-Governing Terri-
tories, was compelled to exer-
cise control over Lebowa's finan-
cial administration.

The South Africa Government
said it appeared that the finan-
cial management of the Lebowa
government had deteriorated to
such an extent that intervention

had become inevitable.

Fourie said the first indica-
tion that Lebowa was in finan-
cial trouble came in April when
a request for additional funds
was received.

The department would act in
close co-operation with the Le-
bowa government and oificials.

An investigation would be
launched into irregularities

“which have been assuming
alarming proportions over the
past few months”, he said.

Fourie dlsclnsed that a “finan-

cial*task force” was being sent .

- l'I|||“ I 7
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tigation.
The Government has appealed

to the Lebowa government and
its officials as well as civilians,

political groupings and others to

remain calm and provide co-op-

eration.

It warned, however, that offi-
cials, existing recipients of wel-
fare allowances and suppliers
who would have received pay-
ment yesterday, may encounter

problems in cashing their che-

ques.

Consideration

The South African Govern-
ment has undertaken to tmake
all legitimate payments as soon
as possibie. A

Other homeland states ‘whom
Fourie did not name, had suh-

mitted their budgets in time, al-
though some had also request- -

ed additional funds. These were

with the authority vested in him  to Lehuwa to assist in the inves- undér—coﬁs’i_ﬂeratiun.
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| TH!E ﬂisgraced Seshego Civic Association

istosbe unified tomorrow when an eight-
. Jnan wnﬂdngcunnnittEémie? ocomplete

the process. :
| . “+TFhe committee —“made up of four

former officials and foyy from™the new
© €Xecutive committee — has been involved

in the mediation process conducted by the  tive,

However, former execn-
r--tive'committee chairman Mr
I“Robert Moningi denied the
*accusations; saying the only

~wasR6 000 from the United
~States /Agency " fot-Interna-
“tional Development: and
“R1480-from = fundraising’
1 function, - - e,

a ¥
-

The former executive committee was

. Tecently accusednfnﬁsappmpﬂatingfunds
totalling over R30 000, corruption and im-
proper handling of financial records by Mr
Japie Maboea, treasurer of the new execn-

sfunds' received by the civic
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in connection with the

training.

The SDU were said to
be buying firearms from
Mozambicans who were
probably former rebel
Frelimo members.

Brig Abrie said this
was one of the main fac-
tors leading to instabil-
ity on the Witwaters-
rand.

Three SDU members
have already been
charged and several ar-
rested for murdering
policemen. — Sapa

Terror bus attack
Three men releas

POLICE released three men yesterday who were de-
tained for questioning in connection with the terror
attack on a bus in Beaufort West last week.

A fourth man who was arrested on Monday, has not
yet been released, a police spokesman said.

He is expec )
connection with the illegal possession of a firearm.

Earlier yesterday, police fired teargas at pupils who
refused to disperse when they protested at the Beau-
fort West police station, demanding the release of the
arrested men. They then stoned at least five cars In
the town’s main road. — Staff Reporter, Sapa
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ted to appear in court this week in

Govt moves on - Lebowa

Political StaﬂCJT- ' “i quEIif éiﬂ:f non—ind*ependent homelands

THE government is taking over the
financial administration of the non-
independent L.ebowa homeland from
today after irregularitie@ﬁlarmmg
proportions” emerged. oo

The move is the first deCisive step
by the government to reintegrate
Lebowa into South Africa. v. -

With irregularities and uvprspend-
ing in most if not all of the 10 indepen-

" had been implemented.

— all of whom are heavily dependent

" on the South African taxpayer — Pre-
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toria’s action is a warning to all home--

land administrations they could face

_-similar action soon.

' Lebowa has a budget of R3 664 bil-
lion and requested R360m more,

The Lebowa administration would

remain intact till a new dispensation

Homeland

cops ‘killers’
DURB% .l ?v%ulu

. Police allegedly assassi-

nated suspected police
killers, and failed to co-
operate with South Afri-
can Police in murder in-
vestigations of a Natal
ANC leader, a Goldstone
inquiry heard yesterday.

It also emerged at a
Goldstone Commission
sub-committee hearing
in Westville, near here,
that a KZP member
charged with murder
continued to work in the
homeland force for 2

vears __aflep-r mped
ball. (ERNSEHFO -
Th ’ qittee

also heard that urgent
requests for information
relating to G3 rifles su-
spectedly used in the
1992 murder of ANC dep-
uty Midlands chairman
Mr Reggie Hadebe were
ignored. — Sapa

Taxi war: Suspects given bail

x /s
ol

A SUPREME COURT judge
warned two Codeta commititee
members yesterday he would
withdraw bail of R10000 each
should there be “as much as a
whisper” of intimidation of state
witnesses.

Mr Sandile Nonqwana and Mr
Patrick Nonqwana are charged
with two counts of murder and
one of attempted murder, each
related to the taxi war.

They were yesterday released

.

on bail by Mr Justice HL L Berman

following an appea jn the
Supreme Court.
The men were iously re-

fused bail by a Mitchells Plain
magistrate on the grounds that

they may. i 553 with state wit-
nesses. o g
Referrl evidené! 1 2‘5

gtate witness that he would
refuse to testify if the men were
released on bail, Mr Justice Ber-
man said the state could not be

heid to ransom by this and the
men’s right to bail should pre-
vail. '

Mr Justice Berman said given
the volatile nature of the taxi
business certain state witnesses
might indeed feel in danger.

There was however nothing fo
show that the danger they feared
was promoted by the appellants,

Strict bail conditions were set.

Mr Marius Broeksma sppearad for the state. Mr Willlam
King, instructed by Mr William Booth, appeared for the
Y.
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PRETORIA -— A government task
.force was dispatched to Lebowa today
to..take immediate control of the
homeland’s deteriorating financial
sifuation.
+1Regional and Land Affairs Minister
André Fourie said yesterday the “unprece-
dented” intervention, including the ireez-
ing.of all Lebowan government cheques,
had, hecome necessary in the interests of
SA.taxpayers.
Lebowa had overspent its 1992/93 bud-
get of R3,6bn by about R722m, he-said.
An investigation into financial irregu-
larities would also be launched following
indications that graft and self-enrichment
by officials had reached “alarming propor-
tions”, Evidende that officials had beeh
upgrading their posts and authorising sala-
ry back payments kad been confirmed by
the auditor-general’s office, Fourie said.
The Lebowa Legislative Assembly’s fail-
-ure to pass its 1993/94 budget within the
prescribed time gave SA the statutory
right to intervene under the Constitution of
the Self-Governing Territories Act of 1871.
But Lebowa’s recent request for R360m
in additional funds, a structural adjust-
ment programme report on the territory's
finances, and a letter of concern from the

¢ “aidigor-geveral.to the Lnd and:Regional * -+ governing sterrifories sbou ' 12
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Lebowa government had deteriorated to.

such an extent that intervention:bythe SA-

government became inevitableXiut

Officials, existing recipientsofiwelfare
allowances and suppliers, who would:have.
received payments on August "31;"would-
have problems cashing cheques, From £o:
day all Lebowa government expenditure”
would be unauthorised. -

The SA government, which would draw
cash from Lebowa’s expenditure account
to meet the territory’s immediate obliga-
tions, undertook to make all legitimate
payments as soon as possible, Fourie said.

He appealed to Lebowan officials, in-
habitants, political groupings and con-
cerned parties to remain calm and co-
operate in setting up a sound financial
administration.

Fourie said Lebowan government repre-
sentatives had expressed surprise yester-
day morning when warned of SA’s inter-
vention. He had informed a delegation,
including Chief Minister Nelson' Ramo-
dike, that the move was not vindictive, but
was taken “in the interests of the tax=-
payers of SA”. e g

He restated government policy that self-

gl in
gional. dispensation -,

[

unfil a new re

n -

Affairs  Department -had’ indicated that
- Lehowa's finaiicial situation was far from
" sound; Fourie said. |

“  “The financial management of the

was approved ‘by natiotial negotiatofs.
PATRICK BULGER reports Ramodike

13 i _.

- -n"'"-":-——_ .
AW RFRF TY &8 o ) held with Fourie.
that we have
. s gllegations a3 a dia- MBS ] . { any
%ﬁ?f:élbﬁif ;’I‘;’f,iﬁ beengunder the impres- “It lsh:: calm i aﬁpﬂgﬁmmﬂe
i Fourie had called the meeting mopey tter out of all proportion
?:uss the homeland’s hudgﬁt and tzE:: 1% blgl:fnt:f] _mam to hide,” he said.
. a_ " ha E ¥
surprised that a decision _ s ter Soal
already . ded SA ce offi- DP land bow Hpor]:]meninhla,: been ir-
! RamodlkE Sald secon ' fle Was bein said the Le a gwe tent in alaniIlg
| | cials were ""“““mpﬁf s AN% ties. respﬂgfaiflgh:::ti: ﬁ%ﬂ;eup But the crisis
victimised use dela finan ' licy and
" : has been a delay ; ce of NP policy
The tr““‘u‘gl“‘;:ﬁtﬂ’;’if the legisiative Wasa direct cnnsequeguty to intervene.

it was guvernment‘s

] e ann ‘ 4
g]slgertllnlbly hecause of the con uous meet
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By Josias Charle

HE SOUTH AFRICAN Government has that the Lebowa government teq

taken over the control and adminis- tional funds as well a report from the
iration of all financial matiers of -General,” Fourie said. A
Lebowa and a S He “disclosed that
probe is to be ] bowa's budget for the

taunched soonintocertain previous financial year
alleged rregularities. The was about R3,7 billion

Auditor-
- \

N
ol
'

unprecedented steps will and on top of this they had
come into effect today. requested an additional
Announcing the meas- - R360 million which sub-
ures yesterday, South Af- .- sequently shotup toR722
million. - -

rican Minister of Re-
gional and Land Affairs
Mr André Fourie said

Fourie said after a
meeting with Ramodike

Chief Minister Nelson and his Cabinet on May 7
Ramodike and his Cabi- they agreed tobring down
net have been told about thejr additional request to
the new steps and, though R306 million.
surprised, accepted them. As of today officials
They attended a meet- from the South African
ing yesterday with South Govemnment are tobe sec-
African Government offi- onded to Lebowa and all

expenditure and pay-

cials to discuss the matier.
ments will be made by

The measures were )
m taken Nr Nelson Ramodike

after the Lebowa Legisla- . Foune.

tive Assembly had failed to pass abudget forthe «At the same time an investigation will be

1093.94 financial year within the prescribed launched into iIIEgularitieswhichqvidently have

statutory period, Fourie said. been assuming alarming proportions OVer the
«1n order to ensure efficient continuation of  last few months,” Fourie said.

services I am compelled to exercise control The Government was not being vindictive in

over Lebowa’s financial administration from  itsactionsbut st was acting in the best interests of

September 1,” Fourie said. South African taxpayers as well as Lebowa oill-

He said the financial management of Lebowa cials, he said. -
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2 ”"A‘*I’EEBOWA gevernment overdraft. feeility}
provided by the Standard Bank was: eloﬂeﬁ

otmat. b

+| earlier this week when the SA governmeiil
}old bank officials it would not continue g0} §
.guarantee.a spiralling. overdraft. . ; g ‘:@;ﬁ ;
At is. understood the account was epene ] :
L :three: years ago when-the -Lebowa. gevem_
JI:ment first experienced cash flow prebleme. :

3 *J‘An overdraft limit, guaranteed by. the_ §A *

l
'
',

gevernment, was established Itw n- §
!" ‘istered by, the Lebowa treasury. lr‘, 'j!’ f
1. Bank officials bécame concerned at7the |
) “eeeeunt’e state-at thie end of last yeer*and I
dieeues:ene were held with the Leb ewa""’"”ge

I"érnment treasury. When it continued te d ;
‘terjgrate, the bank. opened, discussions with l’;
the SA gevemment which was technically :
' Viti:d Position'to provide comfort to the bank
- fm;q,emeunts over the established. limit.fe.x
*|.-“Although’" the amount, by which “Lthe
| aeeeunt 'Was, everdrewn is not publle 3
|- souiree;.in: the- Regional .and Land: Affairs "
| | Department which disburses funde to the
| sélf-gbverning’ territories; said it fermeg:l
substantial part of the R360m ehertfallhin*
Leﬁewas budget eetimatee. VA ,e 3
| | The SA government was to have previded
. furthe”r guarantees for the overdiaft by yes-
terday.. Instead SA, gevernment vofficials
| met bank officials ‘and “reached an; nnder-
: etﬁggmg" about the ‘overdrawn emeunt,ﬁa
| souiree, close to the neg otiations-said: He
said it was probable se had paidthie' debt.
~ADew. account, to be edministered by SA
| officials, has been epened to cover, eeehﬂew
prehleme.e S !
Er. Y Standerd:Bank e keemen eit ( epg
| toriier cofifidéiitiality, end haid Iie‘;ee d.ﬁ t:
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Lebowa Chief Minister Nel-
son Ramodike yesterday
claimed the South, African Gov-
ernment had caused the finan-
cial crisis;in his territory by not
allocating enough money to the
seli-governing state.

Local Government Minister
Andre Fourle announced on
Tuesday’ *that South Africa
would take conirol of Lebowa’s
finances because a budget had
failed to be passed for the
19933/94 financial year.

The prnblem arose after Le-
bowa asked for an additional
R722 million!tovsupplement ihe
homeland’s:R3,6 billion budget.
. Ramodike said in a state-
ment: “Mr.Andre Fourie's de-
partmént fdiledito provide an
adequate biidget:ior the needs
. of the people* nfﬁLebuwa and

hits out
at DA « er budget .

fJ;’rﬂ.
the Lebowa Cabmet refusedntm
acecept the budget.” 3’;" .

However, the Democrat&m

Party welcomed the move a.sam
effort to control excessiye j.:

spending. But DP MP Kob ﬁll
Jordaan said in a statement
decision “smacks of pohtl
chicanery of the first order”. “f*“"ji

Jordaan said the LeboWa
case was just the tip of the i¢E-
berg. He added that the subt,
council on regional and local
government of the proposed,

‘transitional- executive cﬂunml

should be gwen control of em
penditure in the self-govermng
territories in order to level the
political playing-field.

Sapa reports that the P.?iC
said that while it appreciated

.Government moves to take over

control of Lebowa's finances,
theyewere “long overdue™y 5
PR T '311_5 RIS }u*t:rl;
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er the financial affairs of the

Own Correspondent - took ov

JOHANNESBURG. — Lebowa’s finan- territory earlier this week. At the
cial erisis was triggered by the mass same time it closed the account. which
promotion of public servants who al- had reached R245m in-overdrafy,. of
leged they were being “unduly preju- Which the SA government had agreed
diced” and demanded more pay, a 1o guarantee only R185m, . _
source within the self-governing terri- The Lebowa government was'itil

tory’s government said yesterday. Monday this week under the impreés-

“ o . | sion that Pretoria would settle tha'5ill
'E'Il;hﬂ Pr“m“““"“‘t 1}?&’0’3 cost 4il® with the bank. Instead i invoked®a
- Tﬁ owa égugernmfgn bmk O da e£ section of legislation governing the

©© money came from a bank accoun finances of the self-governing territor-
opened on behalf of Lebowa by the SA
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government three years.ago.when €5 10 take over Lébowa's finaricés
Lebowa’s cash flow problems began.

Al the’samé tiine Prétofia Sént a
financial task team to sort oiif the
-The SA government stepped in and territory’s financial erisis,
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T WAS A TIME OF ACCUMULATING and
it was a time of looting.

That about sums up the financial
mismanagement in Lebowa that
led to this week's historic action by

the South African Government to take
. over control of mzmnﬂa matters in the
_umE.,:mE:
Newspaper readers may not have
. been surprised by the news that said the
'Government found Chief Minister Nel-
3 ﬂ,, son Ramodike to be reckless with fi-
. nances; the De Meyer commission had
?zna that much already. But many
¥ would still have asked, why now?
In a system that was so morally bank-
rupt that 1t depended for its sustenance
on the collaboration of corrupt and
_uz_uma lackeys, why is it that the South
African Government now feels it has to
- act? -
What 1s it that the Lebowa govern-
ment did now to force the Government
E step 1n. A Sowetan investigation has
mrcﬁ__ thatover the pasttwomonths, the
Lebowa government spent nearly
W@Q million on backdated promotions -
i some up to nine years - and on new cars
for ministers and their deputies.
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W@r Here are some of the details:
mﬁ; ¥ - @ The office of the Auditor-General,
i

mmm afteraninspection of the finances, found
ziothat. 10 departments had spent
1°R49,3 million on backdated payments
Emnﬂ.ﬁm irregular promotions. Three
mﬁ these departments, Home Affairs,
. ,h.bmﬂnEEH and Justice, spent a further
e ;rWHPm million on promotions, but these

S were hidden in other expen-

mi
.’z“

r-g:

ﬁ

*ﬁ&

B IRREGULAR PROMOTIONS @5

ntles mask illegal actions and gnw pays:

stopped immediately. @

There 1s indeed no doubt about the
irregularity of the promotions. In one
case, Mr MS Tema of the department of
finance was promoted retrospectively to
1984, a total of more than nine years.

He was promoted from administra-
tion officer, where his duties included
distribution of toilet papers, stationery
and telephone directories, to assistant
director, with back payments amount-
ing to R72 000,

Prohibited

The promotion meant that he had
jumped one stage, of senior administra-
tion officer, a step prohibited by the
regulations that Ramodike’s cabinet had
laid down for the promotions. Seven
other officials were promoted above the
allowed rank. The auditor found that the
positions to which the officials had been
promoted might not even exist.

He found extreme haste in process-
ing the back payments, The report said
an examination of the processed cases
had revealed that all payments made
were wrong, and that those responsible
were aware “of the problems and are

-

purposefully speeding up the process
before errors can be detected and trans-
actions stopped”.

Some of the cases highlighted include
promotions of an official who was on
probation.

She was promoted retrospectively
and given arrear payments. Officials are
sald to have raked in as much as
R120 000 each in arrears, and this is
reflected in the number of new luxury
cars on the local roads.

The exercise 1s seen by many as an
attempt by Ramodike to play up to the
gallery of civil servants. If civil servants
are raking in millions, they are bound to

defend the system that benefits them, it

is argued.

Looting not limited

But be that as it may, many see the
Government action this week as a prec-
edent that, if carried further, could lead
to the annexation of all bantustans over-
night.

Such 1s the state of corruption in all,
that none would survive a vigilant audit
scrutiny.

Nelson Ramodike ... ‘““reckless
with money”'.

The looting spree is not limited to
Lebowa. In Venda, the military junta
privatised the pension scheme, granting
top officials millions each in wrongly
calculated benefits.

When this was noticed and corrected,
attempts were made last week to cir-
cumvent restrictions on the use of the
money, untll Soweran blew the lid and

-

the matter was reversed.

In Gazankulu, corruption has
meant that almost all viable business
ventures have had a minister or
deputy involved to milk the profits.
The political ramifications of the
move are wide, and many see in the
Lebowa action a move that may re-
sult in any bantutstan not towing the
line being subjected to a rigorous
audit,

The reaction by the ANC, which
could only be seen as wmﬂ?mnﬁq_
was that the Lebowa action was uni-
lateral and selective.

But they couid not have been argu-
ing for condonation of the massive
looting of public funds under the
guise of rationalisation and parity.

At a time when Lebowa school
children attend school under trees or
in overcrowded classes, the expendi-
ture of about R90 million on back
payments of up to iine years is unjus-
tifiable, many believe.

But for Ramodike, who has re-
sponded with outbursts of anger and
accusations, the sun seems to be set-
ting much sooner than for anyone

. else in the bantustan league.

And the major questions now is,
stripped of financial control that he
has successfully used to'cushion him-
self against usurpers, what is the sta-
tus of the office of His Excellency the

- . Governor?
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th spent an
al R23 million up- -
ttoithe end of June i .In:back |-
payments This' Was:on tﬂp'}- '-:
nf the:"R13;6 million that‘

was alsu sperit ori the i isSue,”

Z@0n; 1top of this, the cab- . 1

- niet II].II].ISIEI’S and their depu—

tlES; cnmpnsmg over 20
members bought:- them-’

selves quury
¥ R220 0[]0 each. .

cars cnsung

c@In -addition: Ramndlke.',‘
buught hlmself two - other.

luxury cars cnsu

R45{] 000. -

nga.tntal of

The Audltnr-General’
repnrt fuund that the entire

. expendlture was unauthor-."

1§EQf and irregular. He op:
de ed;, tl;lat the process be -
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SA takes over Lebowa ﬁnances
after chiefs try to oust Ramodike

Paul Stober reports on

moves to depose Lebowa
leader Nelsonn Ramodike

T € South African government’s move to

take over the finances of Lebowa follows

hard on the heels of a bid by local chiefs
to rid the self-governing territory of its chief
minister, Nelson Ramodike.

Two weeks ago, chiefs opposed to Ramodike
tried to pass a motion of no-confidence in the
chief minister in the Lebowa Legislative Assem-
bly. Chiefs constitute the majority of assembly
representatives.

Ramodike survived the motion by bussing
youths, armed with knobkieries and other
weapons, to the legislative assembly, a local
source said. There they were left to wander

about “as some kind of intimidation tactic” dur- -
. the ANC-led patriotic front, the ANC's Northern

ing the motion.

In a recent application in the Pretoria
Supreme Court to have the defeat of the motion
set aside, Ramodike was accused of ensuring
the motlon was not debated or put to the vote.
He is also said to have removed the Speaker of
the assembly, who was sympathetic to the
motion.

The court action, brought by Chief Waliter
Morwamoche, failed. An application by the for-
mer Speaker, Boleu Matsepe, that he be rein-
stated was also dismissed.

Chiefs opposing Ramodike have been com-
plaining about conditions in their villages,
including a chronic shortage of water, collaps-
ing infrastructures and a breakdown in the
health service as overworked and underpaid
nurses and doctors resign. The aged have
accused the Lebowa government of misusing
money meant for pensions.

African National Congress sources in the
region, who are close to the chiefs, said the real
problem was that the chiefs felt Ramodike was

. are no activists in the area who like Ramodike,”

. tion to officials, welfare recipients or suppliers

oM 24 3

“no Iﬂnger g care of them. He is juggling
them around. They want the Mercedes, but
they don't want to be his property.”

Chiefs who held cabinet posts in Lebowa and
were dismissed after the De Meyer Commission
report and other revelations of massive govern-
ment corruption, believe they were scapegoats.

When the chiefs made known their inten-
tions to depose Ramodike, it came to the atten-
tion of South African Foreign Minister Ptk
Botha, who is also the National Party head in
the Northern Transvaal, said the sources.

The South African government is believed to
have indicated it would back the chiefs in the
hope that Ramodike’s successor would be less
well-disposed to the ANC.

. “They are funny bedfellows. Botha Is hoping
to win the support of the chiefs but that 1s not
going to happen,” said the source.

Although the Lebowa government is part of

Transvaal region opposes Ramodike. The
Lebowa leader was driven out of a memorial
service for Chris Hani in April this year. “There

said the ANC source. - .- -

Rameodike has attributed Pretoria s move this
week to take conirol of Lebowa’s finances as a
response to his ties with the ANC. -

The measures — which mean {hat 110
cheques issued by the territory’s administra-

can be cashed until its financial crisis s
resolved —were taken after the Lebowa legisia-
tive assembly failed to pass a budget for the
1993/94 financial year. -

Lebowa overspent its 1992/93 budget of
R3,6-hillion by R772-milllon, says Regional
and Land Affairs Minister Andre Fourie.

Ramodike is reported to have been taken by
surprise by the South African move. He
claimed he was being victimised because of his
tiestothe ANC. . - - _
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LEBOWA’s financial crisis was triggere

by the mass promotion of public servants
who alleged that they were being “unduly
prejudiced” and demanded: more pay, a
gource within the homeland’s government

said yesterday. ! q ﬁ
.§These promotions have cost The Lebowa

government R60m to date. The money
came from a bank account opened on be-
half of Lebowa by the SA government
three years ago wher Lebowa b €x-
periencing cash flow problems. g&ajb
" §The SA government stepped in eek
and fook over the self-governing terri-
tory’s financial affairs. It also closed the
account which was R245m in overdraft, of
which the SA government had agreed to
. guarantee only R185m,
Worried bank officials approached

Lebowa

o .111"' _.‘E".-},-": ﬂ.: t‘lll”'-:h ‘I_‘

I ebowa crisis

-

. Y | _’h ...'i{ 3 "L’;""':‘:'. L v, ’ . '
Pay-hikes spark
: L

:
] I_j

PATRICK BULGER s 3

Lebowa, then SA, to express their ¢oncérn
about the state of the account. Until Mon-
day Lebowa was under the impression that
SA would settle the bill, Instead SA in-
voked a section of legislation dealing with
the finances of self-governing territories
and took over Lebowa’s finances.

At the same time the SA government

- sent in a financial task force to sort out the

homeland’s financial crisis. It was accom-
panied by a personnel task force headed by
a senior SA Public Service Commission
official. The existence of this second team
was not publicised.

Allegations of arbitrary promotions-in

the Lebowa civil service were first made

JTo Page 2

Bll:w.tj 219]|aa _E]_Emm_l’_ﬁaﬂ%-;

- “All of the rest of the public service }
threatened to go on strike unless they werg |
also promoted. The government decided |
the same principle must apply to all andl
began backdating promotions and giving :
more pay to people they called deserving «

by CP deputy regional and land affairs
spokesman Schalk Pienaar, who alleged
that the problems began when staff at
Lebowa’s Groothoek Hospital threatened
to go on strike unless they h:grelgﬁgftt:g.t

The source said nurses c esel
their merit records, which promotion as- m). fficials who had been unduly prejudiced.y

sessments were based on, had not bee The piérsonnel task team intended ,; }

- aply i Bl

kept up to date. At the end of June they

went on strike.

versing the promotions, he said. <3}
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Gk "@,SS mlsmane""’gemen’e of funds plung s
¥ ;5 dwa government intoan’ unprecedented fljnan ;al
QI{:QIS*Wthh prompted Pretoria td.step in and ad}pm&%
er t’he homelandis finances, for ‘a"period. of ¢} ‘{:_Qe{ 4
,bh“ee tp six weeksyRegional and. Land Aff alrswmlﬁtﬁf /
W A *r-m- f I
‘Andries Fourie sagd 0N Frlday Lj
”’““I—I told a press’¢onference. in Pretoria that hlS‘gdﬁ{

| ernment’s mtervenfwn‘“ eame after the -SA Develbgif
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‘ment Bank had found ihat Nelson Ramodike’s%goy

“ernment had gverstepped its budget by, Rﬁﬂ-mﬂhehﬁ

;,,"plunglqg Lebowa into -4, R722-million deficit. - *ae*ﬁ’i
‘ourie: said the bank also found that Lebowa elﬁl

1&51

f'.servants were premeted three times above their. e 1 g%

,*'1naLpests at-a time, ‘which meant that their sala Igﬁ

l""'..'-.l

rOse; 51gmf1eantly; This caused a serious financial cri

He.added that ‘Lébowa ook on new staff, desp1§, o
the fact.that there was:no;money to pay their salm;i{‘ . §
-Theibank also discovered that the homeland had{
-Rﬁﬂ nillion bank overdraft, said Fourie, i &

“Any jgovernment the “world over will budg L Ak
,eordmgsto its ability ra ther than its needs,” hejsmdilf
| Ramed1ke earlier aceused Pretoria of intervening in:,
his admlmstfata,en s'af fau's "and of seconding meempe-
tent eff1elals to his gevernment G Loalyigog

Feune ‘said ‘he. weuldenet be draggedulnte‘* rnuu;le’
shngmg with: Ramed1k e !,:ne Ramodlke) was seermg t

pehtieal pemts whlle he* ’(‘1&0“1-1 ) "'3vas qnly eeneerned
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REVEHHE ‘moved in to ensure mcnme we were due." 6 By
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Lebows resists
fiscal takeover

1y
-

take-over of it#;,"f_inkan cial
administratiun5 i accord-
ing to Chief.-Minijster

Nels Ranmodike’s
“fﬁﬂﬂ Vbh CTaIs|
ahy agreement for {he

S0-called take-over of
the finaneciz adminis.
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Lebowa - chief:mmiinister
Mr Nelson Ramodike ad-

mitted yesterday:.some |.
Seconded officials in hjs |
department of -finance
had been involved in the
misappropriqﬁigg_ of
about R44 million if'was
repnrtedﬁbtﬂ N2
This caime™a day'after
an official in the'depart-
ment was dismissed.
~. . Hesaid the money was
.. “withdrawn from: the tri-
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1991.. A committee would
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Sekh

Drought, overcr g
and joblessness ensure
that the South African
takeover of Lebowa's
finances will make
little difference to the - -
homeland's grindlngly
poor inhabitants. * -+ . :~-: X
Paul Stober visits -
desolate Sel«:ht.m:11une:l;anrjlfi

6 EOPLE are not ﬂunrlving
., here,” says civic leader

- Pdtrick Tsoaledt, lnuldng
across the small ﬂlrt

ibong.
Between the houges are
smudges of green — some grass

survived the drought and goals —
but the overwhelming linpression
13 of desolation,

In the mountalns of Sekhu-
khuneland. Lebowa, villages are
surrounded by bare rock and
deserted mud houses, cracked by
the sun. There are no wells, fields
or any chvious means of survival
for the villagers.

“People look afier each other,
thelr parenis and thelir children.
They are forced to live in a way they
would prefer not to.” sald Opera-
tion Hunger's regional director,
Johann Rissik.

Rissil hus headed his organisa-
tion’s rellef work in Lebowa for the
past eight years. Every day, Opera-
tion Hunger provides food for
450 000 people in the Northern
Transvaal — most of whom live in
Lebowa. From Rissik's offlce, the
organisation runs the largest
school [eeding programme in
South Africa and dislributes nuiri-
ttonal aid to families.

He belleves the root problem in
Sekhukhuneland is Lthat too many
people live In too small an’area,
“The area s fairly fertile but it has
been severely degraded because of
the unnatural population density.
There has been erosion and defor-
estation, and wild life has just
about been wiped out. There are
no natural resources lelt. When
there is a drought or recession,
people cannot turn to natural
resources, they can no longer live
off the land.”

The last census put the popula-
tion of Lebowa at over four million,
of whom 1,5-million live in
Sekhukhuneland. Bul develop-
ment workers scoll at this figure,
seeing 1t as a gross under-esti-
male.

Isslk recognises the feeding
programme s not going to
solve the problem. "We accept the
need for sustalnable development
— but the reallly is that children
are dying on a dalily basls.”
Hlatlolanang (which means “we
share the burden”} is a community
centre based in Jane Furse which
is working on a development pro-
gramme aimed at improving health
standards in the surrounding vil-
Iages.
The chairinan of Hlatlolanang's
management commitiee, Aaron
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playground into lhe village of Modw i

hﬂ'"i "':'J.f.: - .. .

and vegetable patches which have - 163

Motwseledi, a doctor who has
worked in Sekhukhuneland for
many years, tatks about “the prob-
lems of deprivation®.

Lack of basle nutrilion has hit
the villages hardest, and children
have been ravaged by kwashiorkor
[severe matnutrillon). According 1o
Hlatlolanang centre employees, at
least hall the children up to the age
of 12 years are malnourished. In
some villages the incidence is
apparenlly as high as 60 percent.

Wherever you go, villagers com-
plain about the shorlage of water,
The Lebowa government — only
nominally In charge of territory
since South Africa seized control of
the financial administration of the
terrilory — is, at best, iIncompetent
and corrupt. At worst, it dellber-
ately keeps the region underdevel-
oped, so that villages remain
dependent on it for survival.

“That is what is holding develop-
ment back. The Lebowa govern-
ment still has not given waler
because here it 18 a pelitical
weapon,” sald a development
worker.

All through the day, youths can
be seen pushing containers of
water in wheelbarrows while
women walk with cans on thelr
heads. “People are travelling a long
way to get water because the laps

" are dry,” said Tsoaledi. “In some of

the places the water Is in the don-

gas and you have {o go down to the
bottom to get 1t.”

Communities sald the health
services, electricity supply and

Sharing the burden of
uneland’s poverty
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education sysiem were In disarray.
“The Lebowa government only
deploys members of South African
Defence Foree and builds police
statlons here,” sald Tsoaledl.

Joblessness Is a huge problem.
Thére 13 virtually no formal busl-
ness sector around Jane Furse
and about 90 percent of the popu-
lation s unemployed.

Ith Iittle food produced in the

region and virlually no work,
it Is hard to see how people camry
on. “People are trying to sell things
— fruit or vegelables — going door .
to door to make a lhrlng sald
Tsoaledl:

Risslk believes a way must be
found to increase the agricultural
production of the area, Although
there 1s some agricultural activity,
production costs are too high and
io0 few people have access lp land.
“We are not golng to feed everybody
on a sustalnable basls, but we
have to ensure we produce as
miuch as possible, Il there is no
agriculturat base in the area, there
can be no local development. Peo-
ple have to go out of the area to
spend their money on food,” he
explained.

Few restdents believe the South
Alrlcan takeover will change any-
thing in the region.

“We never wanted to be part of
Lebowa. Unless people have a say in
the Lebowa government, these
problems will never be solved,™ satd
a Madibong Ctvic Association mem-
ber,
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HOMELANDS o /9193
Same old story

A joint ministerial committee established to
oversee the clean-up of maladministration in
Lebowa met for the first time only on July 30
—— more than eight months after government
announced its formation. Even then it did not
complete its agenda. Procecdings ended
when agreement could not be reached on
Lebowa’s request for more money. The
homeland’s Chief Minister, Nelson Ramo-
dike, demanded to sce President F W de
Klerk and the meeting adjourned.

By then Lebowa’s financial crisis had de-
teriorated to such an extent that less than a

Enonth later, last week, government stepped
in to take control. I\

The joint ministerial co I"nl?tﬁe was sup-
posed to have been a key element in govern-
ment’s efforts to remedy the massive finan-
cial and administrative irregularities
exposed in a report of the De Meyer Com-
mission last year. The commission, headed
by Johannesburg chief magistrate Olaf de
Meyer, found that there was a breakdown of
financial administration in the homeland
due to unqualified officials, unauthorised ac-
tions and contempt for the legislative pro-
cess.

When he released the report in November
tormer Land Affairs Minister Jacob de Vil-
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liers said remedial action would include the
appointment of a committee of Lebowa gov-
ernment Ministers t0 oversce the implemen-

tation of the commission’s recommendation,
and a joint Lebowa-SA ministerial monitor:’

ing committee 10 check the implementation.

It was unclear this week why the commit-
tee had taken so long.to have its first meet-
ing.

Regional & Land Affairs Minister André
Fourie, who is responsible for homeland af-
fairs, tells the FM that when he took office
on April 1 he smmediately arranged for a
meeting on the earliest possible date, which
was July 30, He says the Lebowa committee
of Ministers was established and submitted
regular reports to the joint committee.

However, it seems that either too little was
done to ensure De Meyer’s recommendations
were implemented, or the situation was total-
ly out of control. Last week government took
control of Lebowa’s financial affairs — the
strongest possible action in terms of the Self-
Governing Territories Constitution Act,

The final straw Wwas apparently the
Lebowa legislative assembly’s refusal to ap-
prove a budget for the current year, Earlier
warning signals included:

7 A request by Lebowa for additional funds
even though it had not yet approved a bud-
get;

A cash-flow problem which resulted in

L ebowa exceeding its overdraft f acility “by a

large amount,” according to government,
and

Allegations of massive and unscheduled
salary increases for some civil servants.

What is not clear is why, in the first place,
the cnrrectivq_s,,tep&snipposedly taken by gov-
ernment and-Lrebowa last year were tnsuc-
cessful and, secondly, why it took so long to
realise they were not working.

Ramodike — implicated in alleged mal-
practice — said at the time that De Meyer’s
findings were “a dismay to all of those in
responsible positions at political and official
level (Current Affairs November 13).” But
it seems that neither the official steps an-
nounced by De Villiers nor Ramodike’s dis-
may had much effect — and no-one in gov-
ernment seemed concerned enough to do
anything about it.

In a background document published last
week on the financial crisis in [ebowa, gov-
ernment says irregularities in the homeland’s
administration had assumed “alarming pro-
portions” in recent months. Fourie denies
“quite categorically” Ramodike’s claim that
SA’s action is in response to his support for
the ANC. “The move is in the interests of the
people of Lebowa and SA taxpayers. Finan-
cial control in Lebowa will be restored within
four to six weeks and our action will then be
seen to have been correct.”

In terms of the action government has
provided a budget of R3,6bn for Lebowa and
will retain financial control. The money will
be allocated to the homeland’s 10 State de-
partments which will use it to continue with
their normal functions.

Government has assured Lebowa’s civil
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servants, recipients of welfare payments and
suppliers to the State that they will be paid
and that normal services will continue.

- Giventhat government will be out of office
withir a year and the homelands reincorpor-
ated into SA, the relative lack of outrage
that greeted the latest Lebowa scandal is
understandable. It is as if a punch-drunk
public has come t0 accept that the National-
ists are no longer capable of honouring com-
mitments, particularly to taxpayers. B
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By Mathatha Tsedu ‘A Government spokesman in Pretoria said s
’“Vesngat!ﬂnS Editor  yesterday amajnrannuuncement wastohemada ~ .~
: late last night in Parliament. e ‘
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CRiSiS HAS GRIPPED Lebowa, where

civil servants have not been paid
following the takeover of the home-
land’s financial administration by
Pretoria.

virtual strike and it was announced that a court

interdict may be brought today by both the |

Lebowa Cabinet and workers.
At issue is an insistence by South African

Government officials, now in charge of financ-"_

es, that salaries be paid out in terms of the
computer tapes used at the end of March this
year. This would effectively reverse the back-
dated salary increments that
ver late last month.

The Lebowa Cabinet ha

) -

mate, Centrai Government officials yesterday
handed Chief Minister Mr Nelson Ramodike a
letter stating that they would henceforth take
over the computer operations in Lebowa.

The letter, from Regional and Land Affairs
Minister Mr Andre Fourie, also said certain
executive functions of government relating to
finances would now fall under their control.
Fourie said.Ramodike was not co-operating
with officials, despite agreeing to do so last

submitted last
month’s salary computer tape but this was re-
jected by Pretoriaofficials. Following the stale-

It is believed this could mean a wholesglé™
takeover of the administration, which would ef-
fectively oust Ramodike from office.

.; Ramodike addressed workers yesterday and‘ |
_' saidhe wouldnotbe ousted by Fourie, He orde
By late yesterday, civil servants were on a

Fourie’s appomtees to leave the Lebowa govern-
ment premises within 30 minutes. An nfﬁmal

‘later told Sowetan that ‘police had advised the -
. officials to Ieave, but the:r response was u-

known. - . - ey
Y&sterday 8 events fnllowed weeks of declin-
ing services as Lebowa ‘government functions

..dwindled, with no petrol for vehicles and banks

“dishonouring government cheques, sources said.
arked the takeo-

Trouble in Lebowa started on August 30 when
Pretnna announced a takeover of control of fi-
nances. The move was sparked by large-scale
promotions of civil servants, w1th backdated ben-
efits of up to five years. .

The move cost the State about R90 n:ulhun
whlch was not budgeted for. Fourie said at the

time that the move was illegal and called for its
reversal. Ramodike refused. Fourie said at the
time that services would not be affected, but this
has seemingly happened. ":°

The takeover of the computer services would

mean that Pretoria would be able to pay people on
the scales determined by itself, despite protests
from Ramodike, his Cabinet and civil servants.
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: “OtTicials "“’"’[hd f n Lebc
1@& government officials sent to take LLOYD cm.ITTs ] mg to be paid gathered in the grminds
aver Lebowa’s financial administra- - of the government complex in..
siion were withdrawn from the terri-  sias Setati denied Ramodike had Lebowakgomo yesterday, but dis-
tory yesterday after Chief Minister warned Fourie that -the officials’ persed peacefully at 4pm |
«Nelson Ramodike allegedly told Re- safety ¢ould not be guaranteed. O Possible legal complications about
~gfional and Land Affalrs Minister Ramodike said yesterday he would  government’s power to take over the
«4ndre Fourie that t could  not be pressured to “toe the line” by  financial administration of the six
¢hot be guaranteed. C{n Pretoria’s “carrot and stick tactics”.  non-independent homelands will be
| 1o+ The task force to take over fitlan- Addressing a meeting attended by  removed in terms of the Self-Govern-
| G1al affairs failed to show up yester-  PAC president Clarence Makwetu in  ment Territories Constitution
| day but other seconded nffmlals were  Lebowakgomo, Ramodike said the Amendment Bill, tabled in Parlia-
=t work as usual. A spokesman for SA government’s decision to take  ment yesterday.
Fourie confirmed the withdrawal of  over the financial administration of Our Political Staff reports from
¢ the SA officials “uptil the situationis  the territory had causeg sagfusion  Cape Town that the Bill will enable
resolved”. 2., a2, and cenfliet in Lebowa, ‘n’ the President to take over the
The spokesman said Lebowa had The freezing of salaries Madfaused  administration of the homelands if he
tjefused to accept SA’s right to inter-  severe hardships among public ser-  believes this is necessary to prevent
‘t'ene in the territory’s administra-  vants and had subsequently affected  the collapse of their administrations.
! g but it was hoped the matter  services for the ordinary people of The measure follows government’s
1d be resolved by today. Lebowa. decision to take over the administra-
,I‘__“_Huwever, Lebowa spokesman Jo- Lebowa public servants demand-  tion of Lebhowa.
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Weekend Argue Political Staff Yestet i Ee regmnel and lend af-
———— . fairs muuster told parliament of the
AN interdict will be sought by the  government’s decision to go to court.
government in the Supreme Court to He was closing debate on the far-
force Lebowa to 3115:” Erﬁtﬂf 133 Offi-  reaching Self-Governing Territories
cials to operate In the homelan Constitution Amendment Bill, passed
N E Th]S follows the WI.thdrawa]. of the by parliament yesterday.
‘ Spgth African officials who had been The legislation, which should be
-Seconded to run the self-governing promulgated early next week, allows
| territory’s finance department amid  {y. government to take over, in ef-
| mounting chaos in the administration. fect, the administration of troubled
JiTension between the South African  homelands.
f:md Lebowa governments has been It gives the presidentithe power to
mounting since Chief Minister Nelson  norform or exercise the “executive
Ramodike ordered the Republic’s offi-  15gers  authorities and functions” in
cials — in charge of finances sinceé  territories where the administration
R
R
A
: +.,-:'h::';"}-§3';-£.’...'_-;
g
“EATETL .
o
f‘ ;'-:J".fi_ -

r FHI lr'-T_pr:.-
4 e
A rEs_
LTSk
.l i’ .'h"__.___ L
W
< oy
o
LRy
i -
S
. I I
-"'".'r- - =
LI Y S
e o
T
e
P i
\ AR
; ' e
an 2 ,-1:! Ok
' 1 .*-r'-
:--F‘::rf:..-
1T, "awm
X Y. ST -
43 T -
- IR L NP R
, goTTaeans
E AR TELS IF T TN Sy —
" ! $ gl tarid o
- . T —
Y =y | e s
T P e -
Srb p o -~
:_1r:.” e ll'-' |=II~ o
":El .r_._,ilhn.
: e
- d T
"':!__l;.l_"' .l::-J'- - _ e.-|‘_nl.-'-: --
|.|I'I.'r1ll- FE L .Ll:-:' )
' et el -
1"|_'||-| " a -
b I - J.':..' H
'.'1;}"1:1:-&:'. T : - LI
.."-t.'#'.':.':u{‘-" i e
A .
LA . P
- n:h.ln.;: .l'u‘l - -1 ';_-'
ST Taeata w0 ha 1T E
'."::I.':;-_.'.} LT oRFLR et LR
. -1' _.:l '-|. - } ) l‘l_l‘l-|.|-:
r.i- rr:‘:.: AL LR 6’ I::el.l-h_
T _J:tr . 4 J=riu
R ey AT PP i
,?';"'.l..-:f'”'.--"',.a,.
o Il -a
nL s SalL L
-r e F] v e vr, L -
"ﬁ'l,‘i"l-“-""“-.-"'ll'-"'r1 “'T‘:_I‘-r ' "q‘*-: . E-'u' ¢
1] :..-r?'_#:'- » ,--ﬁjﬂ oy oy r-fslr L .‘.'_H.-I"l:l Tl
e N e e o -z
R R S I ' " -
{-_q_t F L - M r I"lﬂ
R ; i
R I LT SR R P Lt MY . T
e ~ i
‘J:;_ I.-|=E|p' 1;"[;.' _ . L
i g_-_ i L | n P' T > L
i -4:51"5;1.*;#.- T = I B Fap e ¥ A .
T rEd-:._ = -'-:'""':!"..'-"-"u‘ i . R Bt '




o
ar g

- - - - - =
- Fw'-—' T
.'I.I.'Jh.;rh‘-.

e

5T
FLor L
= r-':-.'.-"_r

-i
=
Py

JJJJJ

-

r = - "wa Frs
SR e 1

it o
iy

Lo Rl
‘.l':.‘F
-

E KHANGALE MAKHADO A~

.. e m-.n_ .Em._._nm _so:b_.m

‘v make-or-break mmw for

" Nelson Ramodike. |
"~ The Lebowa Chief
. Midister’s government
- will pvitness the Pretoria

m&aw,muﬁn:ﬁ pass a bill

rm_ﬁ_nm control of the

hpmeland back to South

Africa.
+With Ramodike vir-

. - tually declaring war on

&nnmamﬁ FW de Klerk,
fears of ‘open-clashes be-
tween: the'iforees of the

twg. maﬂmazﬁfuﬂm cannot
bé oﬁm:d_ma SR ,

l#.—.t.._-_ *

4 ..mni___

ﬂ'lt -

to City Press inquiries,

"M An internal audit of
- the KwaNdebele govern-
ment accounts has un-
covered serious irregular-
+* ities such as unauthorised
..”, expenditure, over-pay-
: ments, non-collection of
. taxes m:a debts, improper
mnan_m:_ou of goods and
services and poor control |

of government stores.

The report said the
homeland’s Department
cw Education and Culture
“exceeded its budget by al-
most R4-million.

Inadequate controls
~over building projects
mwv,inﬂn also H.nﬁczna. :
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Ha%n&
mnﬁnwnﬂmﬁ ummmmm the -
bill, ;H will ‘be-up to the™

mﬁﬂn S m.._.an mE.nmm to -

enact the Fﬂ.

The ﬁnwuﬁm _.mwann has

;H.mmﬁﬂ_nn._ to-use the

Lebowa police force to
defend Liébowa. -

meuﬁr:n Z.E SA

government, wmm refused - -
fo.diddlose steps to be tak-

en tomorrow to regain fi-
:m:n_m_nomﬁa¢_
Hm@oim o

kﬂ m._m wmma_ﬁ am @m 9

....1 L [

i

mw cfmmm.

r- ot -
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y, once. Em mb ﬁﬁm E,m :._n salary :T

nmmmmnm 8 Hmcoimhn.ﬁ_
dervants— ﬁ_“:nw m> wmm
.Hm?mnm 1o recogmise. ., .

The "SA" mnﬂmggnﬂf

has accused. Ramodike: __n_...w:wr
declaring the increades;s

without nczmamﬂmm
Lebowa’s budget.

This led to De-Klerk
mﬁwn_mﬂnm Regional and’

T.and Affairs Minister
Andre Fourie to take.

charge of the rcEm_m.:a_ ‘

finances.
m} _..Em Em_mﬁnﬂ m._m# m:

. New increases

* -
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mﬁﬁa _um ﬁm:m

- mm_mﬁnm in: mnocummuﬁm.
with the computer: tapes:

Ema at the: end E. gmanw

-

Ezm year. .

&

_ imuwgm

q The Wmaoa_wn mcﬁ_ﬁ.
i .anj_” had insisted thatthe.
i had to stay.

The result was that
over 60 000- civil servants
in Lebowa w

_ t paid

- last week. 40 ZpJ

* ", This followed a tug-of-
war. rmﬁimmn the Lebowa

- governmerit- and Pretoria
. for nE._QE of the com-

.ﬂ__ouwﬂa for,

_ B
ﬁﬁmw nnuﬁm Eﬂmw_nim Che
*wmoﬂc o

hm_ucﬁm .,."..ﬁ Eﬂm mnﬂﬂnm
Wmm mEz:m to'a.halt and.

“‘Workets havevowed ‘ot
‘to return ;to.work until
‘they have’ wmmu paid.

“We do not care about
this political bickering

which has put us in the-

middle of the crossiire,
All we are interested 1in is
our wages which we have
”* said a clerk.

In another financial
twist, En rm_ucim m_armn

—_—
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n&nm_ mﬁ scheme: has

g ;.m?mma to pay the medi-
cal bills of members and -

‘there -are: fears in police: |

,.homn_mm that the schemes
will not pay for ﬁ._.anH. m-.

Enmnnﬁﬂaam -

Last week four o?ﬂm?

anti-malaria teams in

u:.u_

-,

Lebowa stopped working

because the homeldnd:

could not pay the pétrol
costs. Fears have been ex-
pressed that this would

lead to the nmnm_mmc: of
_.‘..Em EE...

-r ak

af
-

the dreaded a_mmmmm

._._
Lan

..._“..

mmH.ﬁmw?E.m ‘

verge rofcol-

S50 5y

Eomu:m_
m_mu on; the:
lapse as mEg_munnm “m?mw.
“tanks run n_.@ ‘and, Em&-.

‘cal supplies_run’low,
« After om__zm@_hmgﬁ
mzna.cﬁmam_uﬂn the SA:
a_q_ﬂ.:EnEf mm:wmnz ac-v!
q,,;n=mm& of being-insensitive
by :am_nn:um to address
the. issue E, mmmmzﬂm_ ser-.

vices. N T
- By late wmﬂn__nmw the
Lebowa cabinet was lock-
ed in an emergency meet-
did not.zespond
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CP boss warns
of next plague

GEORGE The only way to stop
ée April 27 election was for the

ncerned South Africans Group
(Cosag) not to return to the negoti-
ations table, CP leader Ferdi

enberg said on Saturday.

“Addressing the CP’s Cape con-
gress in George, Hartzenberg said
Cosag represented 40% to 50% of
South Africans and the only way
t show there was no consensus at
ne otiations was for it to stay

away. G":J
““The %e&en mustVnot take
filace, Our first option is to see

tnat we get our own eleetlen for
freedum :}—{ci q_?
‘Referring to the series

| Eglagues institated by the party,

said the fourth plague had been
ite demonstration against the
Transitional Executive Council.

ﬂi‘ g was in progress for the -
th p

lague, details of which

 poss
hie to prevent the 10th plague oc-
curring,” Hartzenberg said. “If
the election comes, then the volk
must decide if it is going to sur-
render or fight, and I say we must
stand up and fight the ANC.”

"He said government and the
ANC were trying to give the Afri-
kaner a form of self-determina-
tion that boiled down to minority

ights. “I want to say ‘Don’t think
we will settle for anything less
than full self-determjnatien' »o

:Ladybrand MP Charl Herzog,
speaking on agriculture, said far-
mers, as the biggest title-deed
holders in SA, should be given the
opportunity fo say whether they
wanted their own state or wished
to become part of the ANC's en-
slavement, bhe said.

MP for Brits Andrew Gerber
4aid education was heing used to
build a single nation in SA.
™ The only way to guarantee
«Christian national education was

lto have an own volkstaat. — Sapa.
I
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CAPE TOWN "Parliament hns a
passed leglslatlon that will allow, * 3

8 mecnanism, -
""”ll‘ll-llllljpllr
t ' b -+ t‘

government to réseind past deei- érwere getting in March this year, plus 2

sions of homeland overnments, . the- 5% increase given to all civil

which will be appli im;nediate- %ﬁ servants, effectively nullifying the ;'5’5

ly against Lebowa. foFiE sa]aryincreﬂsee N
yPagrhﬁgnt en g‘,glday paeeed a » Action in terms of the new legisla- | &
Self-governing ' Territories ' tion was not planned against any of |

tion Amendment Bill which will aL “rthe other self-governing states, only
low the President to rescind depisions “...one of which apart
of homeland go ent takenafter ~an overdraft facility, Fourie said.
March 31, < <@aidd el W2 A

The legisiation: prevlélee that this * Ywrith the auditor-general’s reports be-
can be done only if the gov ents +ing tabled in Parliament on five self-

concerned are on'the yrink ‘of -¢ol- 9% governing “states, which levelled |7

from Lebowa had
;;The passing of the Bill coincided | 3

lapse or if the decision of the govern-+* criticism at all of them for the laxity %

ment was likely toresult in unreison-* ¥ 0f their financlal confrols. » .

able finanecial eh tions, s dh-+23¢-The reports, all of which reported

The legislation ‘was unanimously ““on events that took place two or more |

supported, and @u joing to be u.sed

ears ago, disclosed that finanmcial| -

against Lebowsa Jlinmediately“to *ﬁ"-‘ ntrols- in -the states were cither.

rescind the homeland government's * . fshoddy ar non-existent.

decision to ‘backdate-‘and increase %% KwaNdebele's unauthorised ex- | {

public servant’s: m g f- wﬁf 3 ;..,ﬁpendlture amounted to R4,5m for the .

Regional and * by 991{92 financial year. ¢
ter Andre Fourle ennﬂrmed af .E 'The auditor-general found it was
weekend that. his department we a fmpossible to carry out a proper au-

make a renewed:etfort to’ ainatfeees'”"' t in Kangwane, where R13m in un- {’
oriided: d:t.prewaereeorded 2

to computers ‘which iseued Lebowa’s h thuthorised expen
public sector- eques, .-« 5 Y ;n 1988/90.
Last week, cmef“mnjster Nelsos - -, The EwaZulu 1081/92 report. re-
Ramodlkerefusédtoce-ol:erate with évealed serious shortcomings in sys-
officials sent to Iiehowa to take over: “*tﬁms of internal cheeking and 101
the territory’s financial affairs and “cases of theft involving firearms and
locked them out of roums eentalnlng 'F#ammunition Eqrth R78 000 were dis-
com puters eentr } AT
. * s T DPMP Peter Soal said the reporta
Lebewa Bad hackdafed moﬂgm’ “ confirmed SA’s worst fears about the

and promoted some pl{ﬁeials beyond {;",."decline, into an abyss of corruption

their stations-which resulted in sorae - ; Which could cost the SA taxpayer |:

ons if not billions of ran

salaries being- more than doubled, ¢ ‘milli

Some of its 70 000 officials had also’ ‘Lx fHedeecribedthetablingofthere- .

been given back paymentsof asmuch - ports after - Parliament had ad-
as R73one Fourie said. - i~ ''"; 2 ¥+journed as a “eynieal act which will
In so doing, Lebowa had exceeded not escape public serutiny™.

its R185m overdraft facillty by about +: Fourie said the picture painted of
R70m. ' ' t.'he self-governing states being hot-

Fourie confirmed fhat if eontrol ‘beds of corruption was “unfair”,

was gained over Lebowa’s finances, y performed adequately under
governmeni employees would. ‘be difﬂeult circurnstances, he said, -

paid aeeerdmg to. How much .they * R .#4** @ Commant: Page 4
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cials moved in under police
guard and scized the computer

tion at the weekend. :
The officials have been working to iron

out the region’s chaotic financial affairs.
They moved into the Leb owakgomo

computer centre to print or reprint previ-

ously dishonoured cheques for salaries,

pensions and suppliers after the home-
land’s coffers ran dry as a result of
maladministration.

Thousands of civil servants who had not
been paid their salaries again gathered
outside the homeland government’s offic-
es in Lebowakgomo yesterday, said Mr
Kwena Setati, a spokesman at Chief Min-
ister Mr Nelson Ramodike’s office. The
atmosphere was tenmse, he added.
Ramodike could not be reached for com-
ment. |

OUTH AFRICAN GOVERNMENT off1-

centre of the Lebowa administrq: |

- emarked that he could not guarantee the

~ safety of South Africap officials in the

homeland.

. ]
-

* The Mmstar responsible for-rpgional

" wnd land affairs, Mr Andre Fourie, will

—_
1

address a meeting in Pietersburg today to
explain the situation to parties with a fi-
nancial interest in the homeland.

" His spokesman, Mr Helmut Schienter,
said: “At the moment we have people in
the computer centre going day and night to

-get the cheques printed and get them out as

soon as possible. Every salary cheque had

“to be reprinted.”

Pretoria obtained a court interdict at the

weekend because the Lebowa government
would not co-operate. The South African
Police’s Internal Stability Division sent
120 policemen to provide security, ISD
deputy chief General Adriaan de 1a Rosa

The Lebowa government, which has
about 70 000 public servants, had been
interdicted from issuing more cheques.

“The homeland did not pass its budget in
the statutory period and therefore has no
authorisation to'make payments.

In addition, it exceeded by R60 million

an overdraft facility gnaranteed by Preto-
ria, Schlenter said. One of the examples of
why Lebowa had severe cash flow prob-
lems was that the salaries of 192 justice

'officials had not only been doubled, but

had also been back-dated. —Sapa.

- - _at » A= 1 rageat R L 0 in RS
.-_"; lliﬂ Jﬂ::..:i "‘"r """.. '-E_‘-'F—-I‘-f r-r“h‘;:i-ul!drh

C— B . [y e e gl A ._.'..I o I___. = ey FTLENY, B a, d HTY preiiy N P . i D n N s - N
A e R I RS SRR S BT TR G R e A W B T ]
- ™ =

r &

— = - sl o Sl



|
l

S
ORIA. — The Crisisin R
Lebo escalated with

South

wa has . Sout

to tak
affair
the Self-

guards have w
at power sta.
mputer instajla-
of the finan.
homeland.

minister, Nelson
and members of his
Pparently gone
a South African
arthed more djs-
the humelandjs

key insl_:_allgti
Rnund—the-clnck‘

L Y

tions- a;

The chief
amodike,
abinet ha
0 ground after
ask foree upe
Crépancies jn
inancijz] affairs,

ve a

yesterday and ha
S€en since Frida

An officig]
Otfice said:
work. They are on
N0 further explanati

ources in p

amodike’s
Yy are not at
There wag

at M;' R
“The

retoria insisted

-, " decline
ay poised - fy
omeland’s *
nt passed”
g Territories ..
Amendment
rushed thr
egional Aff
Fourie ag
a crisis,
_Pected to e g

resident De
urns to Pretg
nited State

h Africa js tod

€ over all the k
S after

nding,
ns of

parliame Lebowa’s

Governin
i Act,
ough the /se
airs min- s5i5;
a-result ‘“ha
It is ex--
gned into law b

lerk,

mbly, - T
Africa saig
covered irre
Ing proport;

then that. it f&-
Sularities of i

South

larm

-3



STILLY Pl

| | SA GOVERNMENT of
|"|"to take over Lebowa’s financial
| “affair$ returned to the territory
| under SAP guard yesterday, took
[ "control'of a computer centre and
{.I: réopened investigations into al-
| |.léged .maladministration that
'] would have left the homeland

| bankrupt by November.

1.+, SAP spokesman Lt-Col Ray Har-
{,| :rald confirmed yesterday that 120 in-
i, | fernal stability unit policemen had

8 |: been deployed in the capital,
|, Lebowakgomo, in support of officials

{ |.from the Regional Land Affairs
| |:Department.

|+ £The sole purpose to give pro-
4 |..tection to the people who are investi-
! |;gating the financial situation there at
| | the.moment, and not to take over the
functions of the Lebowa police,” Har-
irald said. Eastern Transvaal police,
meanwhile, were deployed on “spe-
.cial - perimeter patrols” along the
“SA/Lebowa border.

rr:Yesterday’s intervention followed
¥ | :a stand-off. between Lebowa Chief
| | Minister' Nelson Ramodike and SA
1 | Regional and Land Affairs Minister
André Fourie over Pretoria’s deci-
sion: earlier this month to take over
Lebowa’s financial administration,

- -SA moved to investigate irregular-
ities. in the territory’s financial
adminigtration when the Lehowan

arliament failed to meet a statutory
‘déadline for passing its 1993/94 bud-
"gét earliersthiS-month. "«

However, SA officials were with-

| drawn from the territory last week

yafter/Ramodike allegedly told Fourte

LLOYD COUTTS 172 «

the safety of SA officials in:Lebowa
could not be guaranteed. ‘ogisc
Sapa reports that a spokesman:fon
Fourie said yesterday jofficials
moved into the Lebowakgomo,coms=
puter centre to print or reprint;pre-.
viously dishonoured cheques:for.sala-
ries, pensions and suppliers after the
homeland's coffers ran dry;:«7 i
“At the moment we have people in
the computer centre going:daycand
night to get the cheques printed and
get them out as soon as ;possible!
FEvery salary cheque had:toibe re-
printed,” Hellmuth Schienther:;said;
Schlenther said Lebowa had ex-
ceeded by R60m an overdraft facility
guarantéed by Pretoria. Anotherrea-
son Lebowa had severe cash-flow
problems was because the salaries'of
192 justice officials had not only been
doubled, but also backdated:sizre »
Meanwhile, thousands of -striking
Lebowa civil servants who haye not
been paid since Pretoria took:over
the territory’s purse strings, returned
to work briefly yesterday . morning
but gathered in the parliamentary
compound in Lebowakgomo,,in sthe
afternoon, according to :Lebowan
spokesman Josias Setatl. s
In a letter fo Lebowan .civil ser-
vants yesterday, Fourie said the con-
tinued payment of present-salaries
would have resulted in.Lebowa.hay-. -
ing no money by Nuvembeﬁﬁlgg:i for:
_further payment of salarléSzpénsions’, .
and essential serviéésijirdurie “sdid’
every effort was being;made.tomeet..
all legitimate payments.by ci,;plg‘e‘r;g;f;}f .
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f Own Correspondent

JOHANNESBURG. — Govern-
ment officials, under SAP
guard, returned to Lebowa
yesterday, took control of a
computer centre and re-

opened investigations into al-

leged maladministration.
They were sent to take over

the bankrupt territory’s finan-
cial affiars.

A spokesman said 120 inter-
nal stablllt_y uhit policemen
were guarding the officials.

Pretoria moved earlier this
mnnth‘tn take over Lebowa’s
financial administration after
the Lebowan parliament
failed to meet a statutory
deadline for passing its
1993/1994 budget.

However, Pretoria’s officials

1

were withdrawn last week
after being told their safety
could not be guaranteed.

A spokesman for Regional
and Land Affairs Minister Mr
Andre Fourie, told Sapa yes-
terday the officials took con-
trol of the computer to reprint
previously dishonoured
cheques for salaries, pensions

C 1re

CTZQHQPGI]S |

land’s coffers ran dry.
Lebowa had exceeded by
R60m an overdraft facility |
guaranteed by Pretoria, Mr
Hellmuth Schlenther said.

Another reason for
Lebowa’s cash flow problem,
he said, was because the sala-
ries of 192 justice officials had
not only been doubled, but

and supplies after the home-

had also been back-dated.

e v N e cmin -
A Ll
Sap T g L HR
LI Ttk g A
TR I ] lcll'L wn~nfo "
R T D
I At A s
A T | Rt
] =L TN

A
T

T EIFES. LA -
fonuy ATl
. "].1..‘_.‘]_1."‘.“_ =

Pyt 1-'111":-_’1:1‘.;:51

gt (i
e
" :-1...-.-_-1-:_' :

Vot s 2
‘_.' ' ].':"#l ?!-51.!..1.-
i
e I
. ll"l;r‘:.'.":'

AL -

LT [ R J -

M ! ?,‘.. h!'hl'.: -

Foss AR
LI (0 _
AR T
T T =
SHak -

Wi
oL Frrti s A S
ST ELE Y
PN L

S

L1 L W n——

.'*:ﬁﬁr-eh'q' — -

_]:l._ ..Ekr-._:'l'.‘.'..-u T la mE T —

S i o oo
1 [, - —_—

1k 1".:]":':1-“'

L AT A NTIC T ]

aLe - -
' e N AAT R | e -

S RLELE

e . L P L

ar CledRy L T

ot Cr = -

S T . -

- . - rll-I:Ir
LR L

; \F L r 1t : Pl
' Pl g -, = - =

1'.1 ae t

L. L T
At . '

T P I rul T

[ R} * , ot ~.z:z
Lmm o T ".‘."n-'_ o ; AT
"'.:.‘. l—-h:‘ - -:.‘I ' T
' .. . . "a -y 1=
IREE . . R e
r o gt ' vapTh I
] I A +0 L -

- o - ||I|J_ 1_-".. - II-._
L-'I‘r""‘:'n""_'rh s BTy ¥t P e
moay rar' ' -

- 1= ol +¥ ]
1:’:4 Sk -.E oy 1, - -.H&IL =
e N W T . LR

T I N L { o 2
SRS I T P L Lo
o i . " R
D . - e i
L ' LR L
" 1 Ft R -1 'Sar
fpred - T TR T LI M i
Sy g nigiT i
P i
TR ] [l s LR e
-'I'."';-LL_‘.' , ".:l-ll ' E;_,. - .:EJLrlﬁl y =
e o T "4 LY W I P vl e A ! ara. _
ST N A I R TE R - N
JFH' l-rr‘-" R - . ! YLD ——
¥ DAy i o S
St v it i f X
o R T i
Lt :_'L?l.l‘ L A t 'T'I'L{-'_‘-'
A e g, . T -
p....'n.r.h_il- ] . o g
P L T P I e
FER R - wpffpne -
R i Y 1‘#','1' 4 ke
ARt e T ey > ' AT
1, ?1.1" 1T L g T oAtk --a -
1) LR R . " PR =
15;- ..' |_|-'-I'..n"l ' \ ' . iu- I‘:‘ i '1":._ H =
-t 1Y - T I _iata
sy ..-; ' “_'!‘...-u s lf I"i.-" 1-]{\_-. Fomman =

VA R T TR o
et e At R T ™
o . ' L

[ r . r
"'-.,",’;-.-q_.{l‘.f.. . -k s el
kT # ¥ Wy L tf:t' -
I U T we b i 13 e ow T T
LR T A L
._E'-'L"-r 4y _ |jl: r H -.Fr. gy
T Ji ' " g
) '[r“iﬂit" Da N u, i 2 —=-
RO P S PR L., St C
Pl 'vl-im ~ e
. -‘.I b 4,7 I-- H 1 ' gt I
' * E] "uF-l 4 1 "L, . - Y o i | ?
bR T R T S 2 . - * it

'.v'_'-,h- ! 'Fai'i":fh" 4 oy t + ""I_..".

o . D e
TP A
,.J',-H.,.;’II S ] o My [ =
TR and-ny ! Lo i -

™ i l_‘nr _lr" -EI.' - = =r P {nt Lot S ol
L ' - e - " T -
[ '.'II:I'"}‘ ;—J? "'i;..-“ t 5 v IlI".Ir -+ II.l.‘I:- 1L--;:
1, T u [Pl - - .
--'I..Iﬂ ‘J*f1h "k .. -, 1= i;:’:‘-'.
.:\_ ] g . 10 wrLzin
__-,flr-.,:_.-,. LI - "] [k i
_._.-:rh.._ PR h%"‘ r A k - ] A L H
q-- r "lJ!: J-.'.I‘ q-\:“:lﬂu (L1 w 3 '.lt' ¢ "1Ll v 'ﬂ-“' "I'-.l-'-ll‘r-l‘""_'

-y LM T . N R —
LT i S i g E XL et —
T R Al D P MPLRE Y ¢ af e
LN TR o fn o | v TSI v

S B TR L T T T Y e L i “ Crlea o
g L - s (Y T

It ,'-i",',"’:.-"; k.nﬁ‘.ﬂ bt P v g L 'i %l ifj s

o g Uy o I A e T T i i LALEFI I

s R L AT SR S . o - E



mOﬁbZZHmMGwm . An E.mmﬁ in- -

. 1 vy
..-. .1:._

:tion in.the Lebowa. government's
o N mwm_"mE of awarding: contracts was
| .demanded 'yesterday’ by the . SA

; Féderation.-of :Civil. Engineering

- W} Iyestigation into possible corrup-’

a _...T _h_.

£F mnmeﬂmmqumcﬁmﬂcu oot
Zif:Inta written mﬁﬁm.& to m.Emznm

mm_:mmﬁcmm mma mﬂﬂnﬂ EEEEmm

L P S rom e
L = L]

:| «Contractor§:and the’ wEE ng In-

._.-_

: ,;_..H. u&Eﬁmu Mr Derek. Keys, the or-"

~end to practices “which do nothing

oD T T ., A e Ry LI.[..Ir.l...I-...:..u.,l.

- [ - ._..1 b L w}fm.-. 14 .' nd. I.M .—.—. N -
" - & 1.. ._....-. u- -t e Y

T, oart - .....__.‘..."...
] : B Yot ..1:...».1...\._" '

. = - - e XA = r -

[ g . R H.- .-.._‘._ml L e R 1.._ 1 .__. , nq._-_.u_f._ﬁ r "

e . # , ._..n ...-.. ' LT ' _- -

- ' L 1 .#__ n - - N -
! . T L a » L . .k

LA .

- ._...ﬂ ' ! “
. e T |.:h .,......
- L R

o 1 - -
. .....,: o . - L ol

Eﬁmmﬁ Eﬁmmuﬂ.m, m:?c:mw wwmmm ﬂ.....,_.,.m_ hﬁmnﬁrﬁ Oanuna_m mﬁw..
had been recomimended 3, _&m m.a:wn_f on -finance. ‘> = ¥
- ;consulting engineer: “In Em&mamwﬁm wmmﬁmuamw
The - Lebowa- mnamuuﬂmﬁ mm;mm nmu of Regional and:Land, b%ﬂmﬁ -printed: had 3 be’ wﬂamg cqmw 3 Lk
“to’ respond_to’a H.mnﬁmmﬁ for com-’ MY Andre Fourie told businiessmén’ ,maﬁ__ African. officialss @ {7 g o] |
.:Emﬁ %mﬂmu&mﬁ oy «that, intApril;this year. almost;200; - TebPowa:governn wm_“ am._EEw Nk
. a0 s | officials. of Liébowa's Department ' were also mamgn&ma from destroy-|
- wmmnmﬁ.&mw 3 cmhnmﬂnm were ma.mu_“m%mﬁmﬁau. - ,En&ﬂ ﬁmEﬁmuEm E;ﬂnﬁmﬂmﬁmu oL ||
muwm.&mm for ‘the tetritory’s finan-. .epreases-.of dm_wimmu "R24 000, ﬁnh_ hmﬁﬁﬁ.ﬂmﬁ at ithe" wmgﬂmﬁ, q

ing and civil engineering contracts - eial. administration to be - Emnma :m.mw 000, a-year: , - Y ~pent¥alte x.mamﬁ.mmﬂ?nm ml_;.m m; ”
E-amu direct control E. ﬂwm HamamT -4 In #muEm of.

that had not been mﬂmamm to Em a na.:ﬁ aummu ﬂwm H.mccimﬁmaﬂc — mmﬁ? w0 : k

- L ' 3 r ' - P e ' . r L - - - LTk n -

bmw.n..aw .mowﬂmuwﬂmﬁ wag .
‘frafi printing or: mmuﬁam cﬁ mm_mﬁ :
EEE-_ ‘chequesiand any n#maﬁmm* already|

rma been ignored in Hm H.mnmﬁ nc?
struction nauﬁumﬂm AR o

THe ‘organisations called- for. an

more than line the pockéts of indi--
viduals and n_u:mc.Em mﬁmﬂm H.E:um

mE. _E _zmm_m_._m ﬁ:wﬂcmm H Emmﬂ,ﬂfwm bmwcﬂm
' They: gnmi m#mﬁ_cu to- K build:

\ _.... 3 w. L_...q




R Tt i il LU A T S

| TSR]

W, R T e TR AR, - T A R TR Vg ol ol T Rl g

TapW R e, L, WT M

R T L Ll S s

LA T T S

F"
1
fow e

Officials get massive handouts

Hu

e gravy tra

| scandal in Le owa

B BY JUSTICE MALALA
and NORMAN CHANDLER

Nearly 200 of Lebowa’'s Depart-
ment of Justice officials had
their salaries increased from
R24 000 a year to R49000 a
year — and each received a
separate payment of R73 000 to
backdate the huge salary in-
creases, Minister of Regional
and Land Affairs Andre Fourie
revealed yesterday.

Fourie made the disclosure
to Pietersburg businessmen —
amid mounting tension between
the South African Government
and the Lebowa administration
— as an example of financial
irregularities in the homeland.

sOutlining some of the irreg-
ularities which led Pretoria to
take over Lebowa’s financial af-
fairs, Fourie said 192 officials in
Lebowa’sysJustice Department
had received;the huge backdat-
ed salary increases in April.

The Lebowa government had
also appointed more than 1 000
el

R25 000 salary
increases were

coupled to separate,
backdated payments

of R73000 (}{}

teachers whose salaries had
not been included in its budget.

Fourie said South African

working groups would take
over the homeland’'s financial

affairs, personnel matters, se-
curity, a.dnumstration pensions
and the “delicate issue of the
tender board”.

Chief Minister Nelson Ramo-
dike said last night “‘promo-
tions” of Lebowa civil servants
were not irregular until proved
to be so by a “properly consti-
tuted investigating body™.

Ramodike also said he ob-
jected to members of the Inter-
nal Stability Unit “harrassing”
officials by fetching them from

J—

" which “identify

their homes to help at the Le-

bowa Computer Centre which
South African officials have
taken over.

And in & memorandum to the
Negotiating Councii, Ramodike
requested that immediately on
its inception, the Transitional
Executive Council’s subeommi-

tee on finance should investi-

gate allegatmns of corruption,
inefficiency and deterioration in
Lebowa’'s financial manag‘e-
ment.

He aiso proposed that the fi
nancial administration of Le-
bowa be put under the direct
control of the TEC.

B Kaizer Nyatsumba reports
that the ANC yesterday
strongly condemned the Gov-
ernment’s takeover of Lebowa’s
financial administration, and
accused Pretoria of victimising
homelands ~-hostile to it while
turning a’ blind eye to those
with its broad
policy positions™. :
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LEBOWA yesterday accused Pretoria of

political victimisation and appealed for
the territory’s financial administration to alleged irregularities in civil service pro- In Pietersburg yesterday, Fourie spelt
be placed under the direct wontrol of the  motions and Lebowa's failure to pass its out some of the financial irregularities
Transitional Executive Council (TEC). 1993/94 budget. which had led to government's action.
Yoa memorandum for consideration at Ramodike’s memorandum was sent to Speaking to businessmen, he said that in
| the Kempton Park talks, Lebowa Chief  talks administrative head Theuns Eloff. April nearly 200 officials of Lebowd’s Jus-
: Miﬂister Nelson Ramodike asked the nego- He also asked the subcouncil to investi- tice DEpartment werc granted Sﬂiﬂfy in-
| tiating council to consider giving 1ts gate SA Regional and Land Affairs Minis- creases of between R24 000 and R49 000.
'| finance subcouncil control over the home-  1€r Andre Fourie’s allegations of corrup- They each received R73 00010 backdate
‘} land’s administration. tion and inefficiency in Lebowa. their increases. :
X Ho also demanded the immediate 3 The chief minister claimed the crisis in The Lebowa government Trdd aiso ap-
.1 drawal of the SAP from Lebowa. | | {.ehowa was politically inspired and was pointed more than 1 000 teachers whose
"l ' The SAP’s internal stability unit seized a being used for electioneering. Government salaries had not been included in its bud-
¢| Eebowan sovernment computer centre on and the NP could not be allowed to con- cet. Lebowa wanted to stop capital pro-
E Monday to allow SA officials to investigate ~ tinue “marginalising, victimising and op- - (1Yo Page 2 . .

, "._______.___—_-FM /

LICWUUYT & i} ", _ -1
jects to enable it to pay officials salaries, vermment which itself

| 'hergluf':le said Ramodike had refused his  cord of corruption and maladmhfistﬂtiu&;;‘
request t0 meet him yesterday. Ram Jenied that he and his cabin 4
- But Ramodike found an ally in the ANC, pad gone underground and that Lebowa's:
which said it pelieved the finance sub- aivil service was on sirike. )
council would have the legitimacy and d his': - ernment Was aw are of'
dibility to take “the DeC mea Hegulanm' goLema’s adrninistration
:E?:e;“ tnyrectify the risls mie rtets%ymtﬁe De Meyer comynission, |
It said the showdown was crisis of %it nﬁ ted by regularities. - :
and apartheid’. The finances of all the ™ | > ell-

ran Meanwhile, Fourie’s spokesman Ie

homelands and TRVC states was “appall- ean B the D als chargedf
ing” and they should be reincorporated 1::11{;.111 Eﬁ?ﬂm o powa’s e dere €x-,

into SA UTEERLY it condemned cor- pected 0 complete WOrk at the computer

C said while 1 .
mgfiin‘?gh’s action in Lebowa was “pypo-  centreé ahead ‘of schedule on Friday. .
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g2 HEN, this time last year, a
i commission appointed to look
&/ into corruption in Lebowa found
that millions of rands had been

%~ ¥ embezzied by state function-
aries, Pretnna said there was nothing it could do.

But in a matter of three days, the same
Gnvenunem has now piloted a law through the

¥, short session of parliament, giving itself power

to take over control of any bantustan authority.

Speaking to many in Lebowa, one is left in no
doubt about the political opportunism involved.

Many point to the presence of the National
Party’s new member, Chief Chris Mothiba, who
is a member of the Lebowa Legislative
Assembly and a member of the NP’s Provincial
governing body.

Mothiba, a former minister of finance, was in
the forefront of the battle against Chief Minister
Nelson Ramodike in the LLA earlier this year.
The attempt. to unseat Ramodike failed. The
argument now given is that the NP wanted to
unseat Ramodike and replace him with Mothiba

‘and use Lebowa administration to garner

| _ -Support for its election campaign.
" Dramatic action

With that tactic having failed, it is argued,
Ramodike had to be taken out another way
hence this week’s dramatic actions.

There is some merit in this argument, for
corruption 1s not new in any bantustan. Most
bantustans, as well as the central Government,
bribe people to collaborate in their own
oppression. This view is, to a large exient,
supported by the African National Congress,
which has come out in support of Ramodike,
everi promising rass action to force Pretoria out
of- Lf:bnwakgumn

~It is a paradox of today’s politics that the
ANC, Which spent years campaigning for the
dissolution of bantustans, today threatens action
to ensure their continuance. But, again, there is
aiso an opportunism involved, many say. For
Ramodike is a member of the ANC controlled
‘Patriotic Front at Codesa’. But, what is the
background to this action by Pretoria, which has
effectively ousted Ramodike from power? Civil
servants employed by Lebowa have been denied
promotion for a long time, they say.

Earlier this year, health workers, specifically
nurses, downed syringes demanding that their
salaries be adjusted accordingly. As the
government dug in, community anger grew, and
they gave in and paid nurses millions of rands.

In the process, clerks in the health department -

who were working on the files realised they too
had; been dlsadvantaged and demanded the
same. 7oA

Computer ﬂperatnrs who had to feed in the
data forissuing cheques demanded the same and
it became an all round demand for justice in the

QuD

After saying there was
nothing it could do to stop
corruption 1n Lebowa, the
South African Govern-
ment speedily piloted a Bill
through Parliament which

gives it control over any bantustan. Mathatha Tsedu
and Don Seokane look at the implications:

promotions. It was this trend that led all
departments to look into their staff and give
backdated promotions. The move cost nearly
R90 million and has not been completed. As
staffers went home with tens of thousands, the
money had not been budgeted for.

The salary account dried up immediately and
money from capital projects was used. When
this too dried up, a suspense account, which is
used to finance specific emergency projects and
1s refunded each month, was used to pay salaries,
with no refunds taken into the account.

Hence the huge overdraft of R245 million. It
was at this point that banks started returning
cheques by the government, and the request by
Lebowa for more funding from Pretoria — an
opportunity seized by Pretoria to come in and
take over.

Supported the move

At first, Ramodike supported the move,
although he said 1t was not necessary. He
defended his promotions and said black staffers
had been denied promotions by seconded
whites. But when the task force from Pretoria
took over and he realised they were intent on
overturning the promotions, and aware of the
anger that would arise among civil servants, he
blew his top and expelled them.

He threatened legal action to stop the takeover
but more than a week has gone by and this has not
materialised. But Pretoria outsmarted him,
passing the bill authorising complete takeoverin
a record three days, and sent troops and crack
police units in to take over the computer centre.

Without delay, Pretoria also established
commissions to run the affairs of Lebowa,
security, personnel, pensions, finance and the
tender board, effectively setting up a parallel
cabinet that had control of the funds, while
Ramodike and his over-sized cabinet remained
i office with no power. In desperation,
Ramodike has now turned to the multiparty talks
in Kempton Park for support.

His ship is sinking fast and he wants a John

Rolfe tug to salvage him, to throw arope and pull
him back. Whether he will get the support he
wants is open to question, for the MPC will also
be faced with the dilemma that by supporting
him they may be seen to be supporting unbridled
corruption in homelands. The Lebowa adminis-
tration is important for Ramodike. Without it, he
has no discernible following with his United
People’s Front. Even the support he now com-
mands through the UPF, is probably because
people want favours from him as chief minister.

Has no money

The UPFhas no money and almost all its staffers
are employed by the government, drawing
salaries there while effectively doing party work.

A recent injection of R100 000 by Firechem
followed an intervention at a high level to get the
company a R15 million contract that was piloted
outside the tender board, a deal now in danger of
being cancelled by Pretoria. In the region itself,
debate is raging about how to deal with the
matter.

The ANC supports Ramodike. The Azanian
People’s Organisation supports the workers but
calls for the dismantling of all bantustans. It says
corruption should be rooted out by a credible
body but rejects the link with the Transitional
Executive Council, which is the route the ANC
15 proposing. The PAC held discussions with
Ramodike last week, the outcome of which is
unknown.

But the organisation has said it supports the
dismantling of all bantustans. And‘as the debate
rages, and Ramodike’s fate becomes clearer by
the day, basic services in the bantustan are

coming to a standstill. In the process, ordinary
people suffer, caught between what seems to be

political manoeuvring by the NP, against a man
who seems not to support it. _

Pretoria has said civil servants will be paid
today, on reduced scales that cancel out the
promotions. This is likely to lead to renewed
battles between the Government and the
workers.




‘W BY DIRK NEL
NORTHERN TRANSVAAL BUREAU

Lebowakgomo — Lebowa was
tense yesterday as civil servants
continued to strike despite as-
surances by the South African
Government that their salaries
would be paid by the weekend.

A mass protest meeting was
held in Lebowakgomo Civie Cen-
ire, where speakers criticised
the Government’s take-over of
Lebowa's financial and adminis-
trative affairs,

Meanwhile Chief Minister Nel-
son Ramodike reportedly confer-
red once again with his Cabi-
net. Sources said Ramodike was
still defiant, and was not consid-

ering stepping down.

THE homeland’s
request to be put
under control of the
TEC is called a
‘non-statement’

On Tuesday SA Regional and
Land Affairs Minister Andre
Fourie said Lebowa had squan-
dered millions of rands on un-
authorised, unbudgeted salary
increases for government offi-
cials.

Ministry spokesman Helmut-

Schlenter said yesterday that
had the SA Government not
stepped in to take over finances
in the homeland, Lebowa would

(P R TR

have run out of money by No-
vember,

Larlier, Ramodike said inad-
equate funding by the South
African government had pre-
vented Lebowa from approving
a budget for 1993/04.

He added that “promotions” of
Lebowa, civil servants were not
irregular until proved to be so by
a “properly constituted investi-

gating body™.

And in a memorandum to the
Negotiating Council, Ramodike
requested that — immediately
on its inception — the Transi-
tional Executive Council's sub-
commitee on finance should in-
vestigate allegations of corrup-
tion and inefficiency in Lebowa's
financial management.
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He also proposed that the fi-
nancial administration of Le-
bowa be put under the direct
conirol of the TEC — 11

backed by the ANC. Hi
Fourie said yesterday e
ANC'’s call for Lebowa’s financial

administration to be. placed
under the control of the TEC
sub-council on finance was “a
non-statement”. i

The TEC bad not been imple-
menied nor did the powers given
to the subcouncii allow it any ad-
ministrative capability.

“Furthermore, even if it were
not for the above, by the time the
TEC srA its sub-councils would
have owen instituted, Lebowa
would have run out of money for
the payment of salaries, pen-
sions and suppliers,” he said.
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he sun sets guickly on
the tiny Lebowa capital
of Lebowakgomo. It dis-
appears with a startiing

swiftness behind the towering

mountains that surround the
dry, dusty town. ‘

Just as swiftly and as unex-
pectedly, the sun seems to have
set for the homeland and its
leader, Chief Minister Mogoboya
Nelson Ramodike.

Over the past week South
Africa’s Ministry of Regional and
Land Affairs has taken decisive
steps to bring to an end years of
alleged corruption and irregular-

ity in the homeland’s administra- -
‘tiom.

The beginning of the end of
the former traffic officer’s reign
came on August 30, when Pre-
toria issued a proclamation
handing financial control of the
homeland to the Ministry of Re-
gional and Land Affairs.

The proclamation came. after
Lebowa failed to pass the
1993/94 budget within the pre-
scribed time.

Regional and Land Affairs
Minister Andre Fourie said the
takeover had become necessary
because financial administration
in the homeland had deteriorai-
ed to such an extent that the
central Government’'s interven-
tion had. become inevitable.

He said Lebows had overspent
its 1992/93 budget of R3,6 billion
by R722 million.

Fourie said two independent
reports — one of them the Audi-
tor-General’'s — had found the
state of financial maladministra-
tion to be serious.

The upshot was that more
than 60 000 civil servants did not
receive their September salaries
due to wrangling between the
Government and Lebowa over
the salary scales to be used.

South Africa insisted on using

Edited by Mike Siluma

"THE STAR / FRIDAY OCTOBER 1 1993

—I%QSS where corruption and maladministration are said to have run rampant, is on

the verge of a virtual takeover by its creator, the South African Govermment. Justice
Transvaal homeland to find out how this came aboul

Malala went to the northern

- Sun settin;

seales used before the March
salary increases, alleging that
there were irregularities in the
promotion of some.employees
and in the increases awarded.
As an example, Fourie said
that 192 officials in the home-
land’s Justice Department had
their salaries inereased from
R24 ()0 a vear to R49 000 a year
— and each received a separate
payment of R73 000 to backdate

the huge salary increases. .

Officials of the central Govern-
ment were evicted-from the com-
puter centre, the heart of finan-
cial administration, in Lebowak-
gomo last week. They came back
under SAP protection on Mon-
day.. .

These events.- culmipsted in
Fourie, last week, rushing the
Self-Governing Territories Con-

stitutional Amendment Act -

through Parliament.

Executive powers

The far-reaching Act allows
the Government to effectively
take over the administrations of
troubled homelands.

It gives the State President
the power to perform or exercise
the “executive powers, authori-
ties and functions” in homelands

where the administration is in .-

danger of collapse.

The Act marks another step
towards the dismantling of the
six self-governing homelands.

It is probably the final nail in
Lebowa's coifin.

Already, Pretoria has estab-
lished six working groups which
will take over the homeland's fi-
nancial affairs, personnel mat-
ters, security, administiration,
pensions and the tender board.
The revelations of corruption
are nothing new to Lebowa,

though.
One is reminded of the De

Meyer Commission of Enquiry,
which found that whole depart-
ments were created without au-
thorisation, non-existent officials
were paid for years and large
numbers of officials lacked the
gkills to dotheir jobs.

" One is reminded also of the.
huge number of people who went
to the homeland:to obtain forged
drivers’ licences, of “irregular
deals” with a chemical company
involving over R15 million, and of
Ramodike's alleged nepotism.
The list goes on and on.

The signs of decay and the
end of empire show, too, in Le-
bowakgomo. . ..

Civil servants in the lower ca-
tegories, to whom the huge cor-
ruption money:-has not trickled,
are getting restless and resent-
ful and are starting to voice their
dissatisfaction:with Ramodike’s
rule. -

His responses to the latest
events have followed io the letter
his old, trusted style: frothing-at-
the-mouth indignatioh.

After the South African Gov-
ernment’s proclamation, he is
reporied to have said Fourie's
that corruption. allegations were
“diabolical” lies. |

Al his latest utterances on the
subject have been in the same
vein.

Now he is refusing to speak to
the media and remains closeted
in his parliamentary chambers

in Lebowakgomo, only venturing

-out to address civil servants’
meetings, or to refreat to Emﬁ%

home.

The Seli-Governing Territories
Constitutional Amendment Act
will also affect other self-govern-
ing territories seen to be cor-
rupt. The Lebowa case is a fore-
runner for certain other home-
land leaders, and therefore
might be the beginning of the
end of the world as they know it.
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amodike’s reign

' Lebowa’s

ACCOUNLS

disgrace

port on Lebowa's accoun

reveals acute maladminis-
tration, failure to submit proper
documents, lack of accountabili-

me Auditor-General’s re-

ty and general mismanagement
of fands. | e

This led to the audtor-general
not being able to carry out a
proper audit.

The report says that accord-
ing to the Director-General of
the former Department of De-
velopment Aid, the South African
Government granted Lebowa
R1,3 billion, but no statement of
the Exchequer account on this
was submitted. The Government
algo incurred additional expen-
diture of R223,3 million on ser
vices provided to Lebowa.

A random check of the Le-

bowa Education Department re--

vealed:

B There was inadequate policy
and policy determination and it
did not have an up-to-date or-
ganisation chart.

B There was inadequate organi-
sation and establishment of
structures.

M The depariment failed to fi-
nalise a budget in the prescribed
time, proper bank reconcilia-
tions were not prepared and
study loans were not properly
documented and controlled.

M Accurate cash flow planning

and control did not always take
place and documentation sup-

porting- some paymenis was in-
complete.

JH Certain personnel were over-
paid for periods of up to two
years while others were being
paid for two posts simultaneous-

ly. .

The effect of these and other
discrepancies was that a short-
age totalling R36,25 million oc-
cured in the department during
the 1989-90 financial year,

Major &mﬁ.mmﬁuamn

Other random checks in the
purchasing of coal, in housing
loans, recovery of interests on
debts and suspense accounts re-
vealed that there were major
discrepancies in their running
and control.

Queries arising from gudit in-
vestigations carried out at de-
partmental head offices:resuited
in recovery of R1,6 million.

Generally, appropriation ac-
counts, finance statements and
supporting returns for 1989-90
had still not been returned by
December 1892, The report said
it was especially disturbing that
even statements and returns,
which are not dependent on the
closing of accounts, could not be
submitted.




"Standard faces R60m Lebowa loss

STANDARD Bank stands to lose R60m if
ngzmoney. is found by SA’s task furce in

quowa to honour an nverdraft mc ?%L%

the:homeland.

Regional an Land Aff 1rs Mlms ter
Andre Fourieiconfirmed yesterday that SA
had guaranteed a R185m overdraft facility

for Lebowa at Standard Bank, but an addl-

tional R60m-given to Lebowa when the

homeland’s coffers wer ty was the |
bank’s resporisibility. @ '

"They (Standard Ban thatﬁ?risk"* as
a busifiéss decision,” Fourie said. "

Government was negotiating with Stan-
dard Bank, and had promised to “accom-
meodate” 11: if Lebowa’s finances were sta-
bilised and the money could be found
within the terrltnry s budget. Normal pay-
ments on“the account would continue.
Fourie descnbed government's relation-

Lebowa

minister,” Fourie said,

It became clear to Pretoria that Lebowa
was in trouble when it requested an extra
R360m from government, even before it

was supposed to approve a budget.

Government had suggested that the De-
velopment Bank of SA’s structural adjust-
ment programme investigate the r uest,
and the programme had, in an August 26
report, alleged maladministration and

mismanagement.

Standard Bank had as0 refused to hon-

our Lebowa cheques, Fourie said,

" Irregular promotions in Lebowa would
cost the SA taxpayer hundreds of millions
of rands a year if they were not stopped.

“It came to the task team’s attention, for

'LLOYD COUTTS

ship with the bank as “good” "!”
Standard Bank has refused to comment

on its relationship with Lebowa.

--.ourie. laid the .blame for Lebnwas

" financial .crisis squarely at the dootr~of

Chief Minister Nelson Ramodike and: ac—
cused him of intimidation.

“I get the impression there is mtlrmda-
tion from Ramodike, that his staff and, the

‘legislative assembly are scaréd-:to’ take a
. stand against him.” o
Political considerstt tions had playedi no-

part-in Pretoria’s decision to take over
Lebowa’s financial administration. .
“The current ‘situation’in“hebowa is a
direct consequence of the decisions of, and
the lack of co-operation frum, the chiief

[1To P’ag'ai 27w %E
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L] From Page 3
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example, that 192 senior administrative
clerks in the Lebowa justice department
were promoted to senior administrative

officials. Not only did these officials’ year--

ly salaries increase from R24721 to
R49 668, but each of them received back-
dated payments of salaries, pensions amd

-essential services.”

Fourie said such backdated payments
would be investigated, but it would be
difficult to recover the money.

He dismissed the call by the ANC and
Ramodike for the financial administration
of Lebowa to be placed under the control of
the Transitional Executive Council, saying
this body was not yet operating and its
finance subcouncil would have no adminis-
trative capability to perform this task.
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Lebowa yesterday continued to
defy the South Afriean Govern-
ment over its atiitude towards
ihe financial erisis in which the
homeland has found itself.

" Chief Minister Nelson Ramo-
dike and his Cabinet yesterday
again refused to discuss the
issne with Regional Affairs Mins
ister Andre Fourie,

SA has, meanwhile, started 1o
pay the monthly salaries of civil
servants, while the Standard
Bank of SA — Lebowa’s chief

ankers — tries 1o recover al-
most R70 million from the Le-
bowa government, which over-
ran its R186,5 million overdraft
facility.

Fourie told a media briefing

in Pretoria that while the gov- .

ernmeni had gsecured the
R185,5 million, Standard Bank
was liable for the recovery from
its clients of the R70 million.

“Tt is a bank-client situation,”
Fourie said. “We have promised
the bank that the issue will be

‘gettled, We are not going to
 Jeave the bank in the lurch.

“Hawever, we must point oul
that Stapdard Bank took the

risk.”
Fourie, who desﬂniped the Le-

bowa, grisis as “a di ieult prob-
lem and uprecedented”, said the
SA Government had not received
the atsistance it had needed

from Ramodike’s government.

. _

LEBOWA'S chief
minister still refuses
to discuss his
territory’s financial
crisis with Minister
Andre Fourie

e

“t is a stumbling block,” he
admitied, saying that up to
70 (100 civil servants’ salary
cheques:— bearing the signa-
tnres of & South African and a
Lehowa government official —
had been reprinted and distri-
buted this week. -

Most of the galaries would
have heen paid by today.

“In gddition, every salary

_earner wil} be receiving a letter
from the SA Government detail-

ing how the situation in Lebowa

“had arisen, and how it is being

resolved,” Fourie said.

He emphasised that it was not
the intention to dismantle the
Lebowa government, nor was it
the intention to upset the people
of Lehowa. “We are, however,
concerned that the ANC has got
on the bandwagon and stated
that it supported Lebowa, partic-
wlarly after having given its sup-
port ta the Self-Governing Terri-
tories Constitutional Amendment
Act in Parlisment last week.”

Fourie said i appeared that
ceriain officials in the ANC were
not in conoert with the organi-

sation’s official line or its par-
liamentary representafives.

Meanwhile, a task force —
comprising experis in finance,
pensions, ienders, personngl and
income tax — continyes 10 sift
through Lebowa's affairs. “We
cannot at this moment tell you
with any accuracy what they
have found,” said Fourie.

He also said some civil ser-
vants who might have been over
paid might be held ligble “if 1t
were found that their splary in-
creases were 100 gxeessive’.

He said 192 officials in the jus-
tice department alone had re-
ceived huge increases, SOmMO
backdating three years, and that
other departmenis were being
investigated. ‘A total of 1147
teachers had been engaged over
the past three years, but there
had been no money in ine bud-
get to meet their monthly sa-
laries. .

The SA Communications Ser-
vice has requested all creditors
wishing to inquire about debts
to them by the Lebowg govern-
ment to telephone the Depart-
ment of Regional and Land Af-
fairs in Pietersburg (01521)
74750, or submit full documen-
tation of the outstanding ac-
counts to the department’s of-
fices at room 110, Library Gar-
dens, Grobler Street, Fieters-
burg. B
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2T
AS LEBOWAN civil ser-
vants queued to draw
their salaries yesterday
after SA officials had
worked-non-stop the past
week {0 process pay-
ments, legislation allow-
ing.the; SA Government
to take over Lebowa’s
administration was pub-

® See Page 3

lished after being signed
into law.

The Self-Governing
Territories Constitution
Amendment Act, signed
into law on Thursday
and published yesterday,

eover of h

allows the Government
to take control of a
homeland when the
State President helieves
this is necessary to pre-
vent its administration
collapsing, or that the
administration is incur-
ring “unreasonable fi-
nancial obligations”.

The legislation was ta-
bled in an attempt to
halt overspending in Le-
bowa. Lebowa citizens
owe between R60 million
and R70 million in tax
which still has to be col-
lected and which could
cover some shortages. —
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Public
- servants
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. .CHIEF REPORTER

--JOHN PERLMAN and

. "photographer MYKEL

- NICOLAOU spent a few
days in Lebowa this week

‘- and found the homeland’s

=+ civil servants in a
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_.,....m..wm.f_ﬁmmn_“ computer centre S e R cah ke S CIVIL OFFENCE: Public servants in Lebowa march in protest against the the Internal Stability Unit, guarding the computer centre, rw__u__w,.nn
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PAPERING THE CRACKS: Policemen from

Y- ‘were civil servants, and g e NN sl S South African Government’s takeover of the homeland’s finances. fold letters from Minister Andre Fourie sent out with every pay slip. .
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> not march-fit youths

+* toyi-toying their way
. through another com-

I.‘"‘
(L
-

T

-
r

"._...ﬂ!
RN

e -k
ar i

memoration for Chris Hani 1993 for the further pay- The first step towards puter technicians. Chris Ca-  that had to be done,” he  tirement to head the Le-  into tenders, pensions ‘and
forced Ramodike to flee ment of salariés, pensions  “correcting the situation” —  litz, who headed the opera-  says. o bowa operation. “Those that  tax matters. -
afier stoning his car. and essential services. It is  getting 25 000 transfers and tion, denies allegations that “This task team is going  are legitimate will get their Throughout all this, the
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“brades marathon.
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24" The 500 protesters > . therefore in thesinterest of 41 000 cheques worth @ Lebowa computer opera- to go through all the pro-  money.” Other fask teams,  Lebowa government has
_Wﬁmnawm into a rhythmic run ANC officials say this every resident. of Lebowa R185 E::a% paid out —  tors were kidnapped and motions,” says Piet Mathee, set up when Lebowa’s fi-  refused to meet Fourie {o

“ivatrone point, but slumped Mﬂmﬂwwrmm.wmm% =mnmmam ﬂwﬁ that, this situation be cor-  took a round-the'clock ef-  forced fo work. “Everyone  a former Pietersburg town  nances were taken over at  discuss the process, They
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mmﬁhﬂm_um?:w Dut Ewo m_pu . on the ground, Ramattlod o ,w. ,. ,._J,,, ~ fort from a team of com- realised what the job ﬂm.w._._ treasurer brought out of re- Em ,m__a of %:m_ﬁr ﬁ_ ﬁ_w a_m_&._uﬂ.ﬁ meef us, either.
i+ palice officer still leading 3 .”._ﬂ " ﬁﬁwﬂ%ﬁw nﬁﬂnﬁ m
ﬂ the way. Many of the men s 4 wwﬂw._ﬂmwmu very “__m& ag-

.. wore collars and ties, m gressive campaigns o get |

- most of the women wore
v dresses and high heels.

Fa

. - him to deliver certain
things within his compe-

B . . : tence. In the teachers’
Ah A S )

Difficulties {1 strike and the heaith work-
_a:kw In a place as poor as . ers’ strike we Um.ﬂm —.__.._wmﬂ-
g this — Lebowakgomo’s vened through discussions

s

' Jittle islands of green lawn and persuasion.

4i< and airconditioned govern-

i, ment buildings are sur-

‘#%: rounded by sun-blasted Rip-offs
9#:rearth and shacks — public

Inoservants are something of

73 - ; 13 But the ANC clearly
{/¢z:an elite. The fact that they ..k | wants the Lebowa élite be-
m %mmﬂwumgwwrﬁrm march this | hind their election efforts —

421 they say they would consid-
U8 jEesd). .o er putting some of them on
‘4. red Y their regional election lists,
A At the very least they want |-
Ramodike neutralised. “I
would like to have peace in
ompute: _ - . e :this region until April,” one |
____,_wﬂmﬁnab___wm”._mﬁ%mowwﬂ.ﬁm.h._ﬁ.wn.,.n_....,macm..ﬁq_..__m" Chris Caiitz, who headed the Re: = —oticialsays. _
Piirs under’ & b-..m_“.E__‘_.”._mm”.m”.“_.m.___.w_.m,m.w,__h_u_.,m“,_bmnm_.m computer team, with some of the  Pretoria’s feeble.record
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,”“Th'e fict that civil

.servants were on
the march, even
‘more than the take-
over of Lebowa's fi-
nances, reflects just
how deep the

difficulties of this
homeland go.’

the marchers and Chief
Minister Nelson Ramodike
— both say the Transitional
Executive Council should
sort out Lebowa’s financial
chaos — the longer-term
reality is that the public
servants are uniiappy and
are getting organised, and
whoever takes over the re-
glilgn will have to deal with
that.

ua g T Ty,

ed Regional Affairs Minis-
ter, Andre Fourie to sfep

~in’— mass promotions fol-
. Towed- by large salary in-

','*"ereaeee and- hefty

!

~ -amounts: of backpay, all ef
ity unauthnrlsed - has
 -generdlly been seen as Le-
“: howa's: umpteenth episode
- of: eerruptmn the scam .

**that finally broke the ac-

eeuntant’s hael-: ‘Lebowa’s
R135 5 million overdraft is

new uverdrawn by a fur-

1ther R’m mllhen* s

)

"Biit . G1lbert Mesena .a

" town planner in the Dep At
~.ment of Home Affalrs and

:_jomt head ‘of .the. Inter-.

-a_ L !-I--J.-_ ll.

- gt:t* - S

maf&h“*anda- the' memoran- -
dum® "handed over at the
gates called for Pretoria to
-get out. But while fhat call
makes temporary allies of

The issue that prompt-

de artmental Co-ordma ng
Ferum which rEpresente
Lebowa public servants,
sees it differently. “This
mass promotion was sim-

ply normalising the situa-
tmn, and that is something
which people don’t under-
stand,” he says.

“People deserve those
promotions and whoever
takes over this adminisira-
tion will have to recognise
the reality of the situation.
All the pressures used to
get Ramodike to agree to
mass promotion will be
used on the next person,” he
says, adding that Lebowa’s
civil servants plan to join
COSATU’s public sector
union next year,

Advancement, he says,
was at first thwarted by
the presence of white of-
ficials seconded from Pre-
toria. Thereafter it was dis-
torted by what Mosena
calls nepotism through the
Cabinet. “We don’'t recog-
nise Ramodike. We are not
softening our approach to

Qll@[qi%

rnund-ihe-clock soperation, -~ 1 -

him as a result of this. But
we don’t recognise this
takeover either. We don’t
see any reason to give
Fourie power to run Le-
bowa as that is to his po-
litical advantage,” he says.
This theory, that Pre-
toria’s takeover is aimed at
giving the Nats political
leverage in the area in ad-
vance of elections, is also
propounded by the regienal

ANC. “We do not condone
the corruption here in Le-
bowa,” says northern

Transvaal head Ngoako
Ramathlodi. “All we are
saying is that the Pretoria
Government must be seen
to be consistent in the way
it responds.”

The ANC leadership In
the region has been sidling
up the diplomatic route
with Ramodike for some
time. There have been
strikes in the hospitals and
schools, a tax boycott by
traders, even a protest
march by pensioners. In
April, the crowd at a com-

T

-+hag-made it easier:;tor: the”
ANC to focus on that, rath-
er than speak oui against
the Lebowa government’s

well-documented rip-offs —

‘Someone had to
do something be-
cause Lebowa has
simply ground to a
halt. The govern-
ment fuel depot in
Lebowakgomo has
not had petrol since
September 6.’

which it keeps saying is the
ultimate responsibility of
the central Government.
Ramathlodi says: “We are
not even sure if that Gov-
ernment is qualified to be a
judge over the administra-
tions it created itself for

purposes of corruption.”

Pretoria’s moral qualifi-
cations aside, someone had
to do sumethmg because
Lebowa has simply ground
to a halt, The government
fuel depot in Lebowakgomo
has not had petrol since
September 6 — the suppli-
er, unpaid for too long, has
tumed off the taps.

Yesterday 66 000 salaries

~ were paid out, a-week later
. than. usual and less money

than some employees had
reason to expect. In a letter
sent out with every pay
slip, Fourie said: “The con-

| tinued payment of present

salaries as adjusted could
have resulted in Lebowa
having no money available

{ by the end of November




1
] a
""""

a h"l" }H.... s -

... . and EZRA MANTINI
TI-IE South -African’ goverriment has
stripped. Lebowa, Chief Miristér Nel-
'~ son-Ramodike.of his power to rule the
bankrupt homeland, U

In a’proclamation rushed through a day
after,,enablmg legislation was publishéd .

this week, President FW de Kilerk gave. .

-Regional Affairs Minister Andre Fourie.
“ the power to override decisions; tal:en by
Mr Ramcdlke and his cabinet;:; - -
Although
. retain their titles after the bloodléss cofip,
- the"South African ‘government can:over-
.- furn their deciions and even canceliexist-
“'ing 'decdrees; effectlvely placing Lebowa
sounder, ;P;etona s.ciratorship,
afl‘he move — ‘which willsend shivere

lthrcugh the raiks of cther wasteful home-
Jand®, cvernmente -gives:Pretoria-the

rlght ;eacmd any decisions likely to -
reailltf’m “unreasonable financial ebhga—
tlcna ' résponsibilities or “burdens” on
revenue fulids in Lebewa or Soiith Africa.

Alread ‘Pretoria-has overturn ed:thes -

Le'bo 3. l;met’s*
- of massitfé Ay riges ami meteoric promo-
. tions acrous.the board, A task team gent

) Lebcwakgeme last, Suiiday;completed
paypacketc for 72 000 civil servants on
- Friddy, - Raving - pared thcac ‘backto:

reasonable levels:; -

i ‘Arsecond’ tearn -goes in - i;emerrew to
begm the task 'of ccmhm through con-
.tracta to.cheéck whether proper tender

By, CLAIRE. ROBERTSON, clmausavam

. ractors (SAFCEC)

the homeland’s. nums'.lers will ” ageA g
- which-has called: fcr anur ent reciew of

I . ability to ¢i

.5 -2chool reaehci%**’*‘ h"é
STl zfs civil eervanta ¢ P '

mﬂhc ei'e awarded to the hi
ders. % Fiwvi@zd S fﬂ?

‘The Tast five eivil engmeering

contracts entered into by the Lebowa

government went to the hlgheat teriderer

in each case — a little-known company
‘¢alled” Grow Construction. Growcon’s
bids were in each case an average. of 20 -
.percent.. higher than its competitors; |

;according to Des King, a director of the
SA Federation of Cnul Tnein 2

The Building, Tndus

* tender prccedures in the hcmeland, says
Growcon won road construction
' projects even thcugh it did not have the

brmg in {!IltSlﬂE‘ contractors ) ee"‘- v

Mr King'sai dthatcn 15cccaa19,_ €01
. tracts .had: been awarded }fo-the-highest
* bidder.ora eompany:that was way{,cut .of
line with the pricing recommended by:the
archifects and proféssional ; “It
makes Al Caponé:lookaliké a? Sunday

e additional cost to the South Aﬂ-lcaﬁ

 layer of awarding these eentracta hal,
beea estimated -at- R8:-imillion, “‘““1; ~~~~~~ i

Mr Foirie-has promisediegal actipg if
the task group uncovers any; u'régti]an-
‘ties at the Lebowa Tender:

The Regional Affairs . Ministe rf’“ whc
“faced dewn cabinet.o pesmea to the Bill
granting South Africa the right to’ inter-
vene. in executive decisions’ in” self-

procediires:were followed, ..
.. The Sunday Times has eatabhahed that
huﬂdmg ccntracta amcunting to R76-

‘governing territories, yesterday stressed
_OToPage2!

ii r."'

?Eb'e used “very cautleusly"
1*We are nct ‘going in
iigh-handedly,” he  said, -

c,f Late' yesterday " after -

ncon, Mr Ramodike and his

cabinet were locked in a

mﬁ;ie’ng dlscusmng thejr

I - acrm '
e chever Lebowaa

chief public relations offi-
"ger, MrJuae ph Setati, said:
. *We are aot going to let
this go on unchallenged
and we will use every

available method from the
courts fo the World Trade
Centre 1o fry and get the

South Africans out ef our
homeland." g

& 'The ampplag of Mr Ra-
mcdike 8 powers went

largely unnoticed by the in- !

habltanta of the homeland
yeeterday. S

;. Most people were exci-
ted at the idea of getting
their salaries after two
months in which cheques
issued by the Lebowa gov-
erament bounced.

-.Some civil servants, loi-
termg around the parlia-
mentary buildings in

Lebowakgomo expressed

the South Afri
can gcvernment was seek—
ing to replace Mr Ramo-

dike with the op :
which js “ rc-Nat’w
Lebowa’s only way ack

to a degree of autonomy

would be for the Legisla-
tive Assembly to vote Mr
Ramodike out of office and

) replace him with someone

who enjoys the support and
trust of Pretoria — or for
Mr Ramodike to give his
complete co-operation to
Pretoria’s task teams,
While Mr Fourie was at
pains to stress that the aim
of the new legislation was
not to dismantle the self-
governing territories, oth-
er homeland leaders will
be viewing the unfolding

Eebowa leader Stri ped 017 wer

events in Iebowa with
concern.

Reports tabled in Parlia-
ment last week by Auditor-
General Henri Kluever
were highly critical of all
the homelands,

Already the ANC has
seized on the povernment
action against Lebowa to
demand that it takes aimi-
lar steps against Kwazulu,
power base of its political
rival, the Inkatha Freedom
Par't}r

The Audltcr-General’
report on Kwazulu found
“serious shortcomings in
the systems of internal
checking and control as
well as a disturbing failure
to adhere to financial regu-
lations and instructions”.




i government could inter-

p—

| callers. The official line

LEBOWA was closed
this week. Inside the
government complex
policemen lolled, joking
about cabinet members
who had taken to leav-
ing work at 10am since
Pretoria turned off the
money tap a month ago.

Chief Minister Nelson
Ramodike, locked in a bit-
fer war with the SA gov-
ernment, was not receiving

was that he was not in the
building, but policemen
pointed out privately that

i of

he was indeed in his office.

Outside security guards
on duty startled visitors by
begging coins because “the
government hasn’t paid me

cand I am hungry”.

A coup was in progress.
Fiscal, bloodless, soldiered
by men in shirts and ties, it
was no less debilitating to
the Lebowa government
for being a paper war.

It began when the
Lebowa legislative assem-
bly refused to pass its bud-
get this year. At that stage
Lebowa had exceeded ifs

' overdraft by R60-million.

Refusing to pass the bud-
get is one circumstance in
which, under legislation

. then ' pertaining, the SA

| fere in the territory’s af-
mme. It assumed financial
control of the homeland affairs on

September 1, freezing all govern-
‘ment cheques.
But Lebowa Chief Minister Nelson

Ramodike refused to play ball and,
fearing the irretrievable loss of com-
‘puter records, the SA government
siruck again last Friday with an in-

. terdict forcing Lebowa not to print
salary cheques — a loose term in
Lebowa — and to hand over control

- of its computer centre.

. A senior Johannesburg municipal

- official was brought out of retire-
ment to oversee the rehabilitation of

I Lebowa finances, and a Regional and

Land Affairs task team assembled.
- On Sunday morning a crack unit of
© Internal Stability policemen forced
- open the doors of the deserted centre
" and the computer squad got to work.
The erisis hinged on the extraordi-
narily generous pay policy of the
- Lebowa government.

- The Lebowa Cabinet had decided
i that all officials deserved promotion,
~ but none should jump a rank. This

was circumvented by the following

-
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reasoning: if a civil servant had been
employed , for, say,' the'last nine
years, and it was only fair that they

be promoted every three years, they

were due three promotions.

To compensate for having not re-
ceived these at the time, they would
receive back pay. One example quo-
ted often and with indignation by

Pretoria was back pay of R73 000 -

given to 192 Justice Department
clerks.

Another example: as of March this
year, the annual pay packets of 546
Justice officials came to R13 449 142,
By August their annual salary bill
alone had jumped more than 50 per-
cent to R21 233 967.

~If the normal civil service pay
hike of five percent had been grant-
ed, it would have been only
R14 121 599. _

This handful of bureaucrats make
up less than one percent of Lebowa’s
72 000 government employees.

“If we had let this go on there
would be no money left by Novem-
ber, December at the latest,” said
former- Johannesburg deputy town

‘clerk Pieter Mathee.

The team, headed by Regional and
Land Affairs deputy director of in-
formation systems Chris Calitz, had

'given themselves less than a week to
analyse six months of payslips for

the entire civil service.

Theilr priority was to pay the civil
servants as soon as possible, but ig-
nore the promised raises and back-
pay. The SA government was em-
powered to reverse this Lebowa
decision in legislation passed in Cape
Town last month, and issued a proe-
lamation to this effect on Friday.

“It usually takes a month to do the
normal payslips. We had three or
four days to do it plus working out
the salary of each person from
scrateh,” said Mr Calitz.

Some members of the computer

.m, IN THE POST: Public servants and police prepare satary cheques for Lebowa

team — up to 15 Pretoria and
Lebowa officials working in shifts —
ate and slept in the centre in police-
issue beds crammed between desks.

“At exactly 1.20 am on Thursday
morning the last cheques for teach-
ers were printed,” said a Lebowa
computer operator.

This man and a colleague denied
charges that the SA government had
“kidnapped innocent computer pro-
grammers’.

In fact, the computer centre
opened for business as usual on Mon-
day morning, but Mr Calitz later
limited access to essential staff after
operators were badgered by col-
leagues.

They returned on Thursday but re-
fused to help with the cheques, and
left, after 15 minutes, ._._

The man in charge of the SA #o-
lice’s toughest unit, Brigadier Pierre
Wessels, who had brought 120 SA
policemen to Lebowa to guard :he
centre, sat on the stoep folding
letters to civil servants.

The letters from Minister of Re-

—

4 L WL,

gional and Land Affairs Andre
Fourie were included with every
payslip, explaining to ihe recipients
why their cheques were late and
asking them to continue work as nor-
mal.

But they did not point out that Pre-
toria would seek to recover the out-
rageous payments. It will do this as
soon as every “‘promotion” has been
weeded out.

To this end a second task team of
personnel officers will soon begin as-
sessments.

One man who did not receive the
handout is a local school principal.
But neither was he paid this month.

“It is really horrible. You know,
we civil servants know we will get
that cheque every month, so we don’t
save any money.”

A look of disgust crossed his face.
“Look at this,” he said, indicating the
scrappy spaza shops, the dust and the

“red cows. “And look at that (Mer-
cedes) Benz.”

“This year they all got new
Benzes.”

e,

's civil servants Pict
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The WaBenzies may have bought
new cars, but they clearly knew the
money was running out,

The Pretoria team found the com-

puter centre littered with vouchers
authorising payments to suppliers
and contractors, some dated June
this year, but not yet paid.

“Some contractors have not been
paid for 90 days. There have been re-
percussions throughout the construe-
tion industry. There is one hell of a
cash flow problem,” said Manie Bes-
ter, MD of Builders Market, the
largest buildiing materials supplier
in the area.

Unpaid workers had downed tools

on projects from schools to regional
offices, he said.

“l am carrying contractors to the
tune of R5-million. There are mil-
lions more outstanding.”

Pretoria admits that some of the
money will be recovered by cutting
capital works. Ironically, it was Mr
Ramodike’s threat to do this in order
to pay the inflated salaries that
sparked Pretoria’s tough tactics,

' - —_—
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A farce played out on an ab

Government's clampdown

in.L.ebowa is the latest, and

one of the last, scenes in

. South Africa’s homeland

- tragicomedy.- Carol Gales

- fracked down Nelson
Ramodike and his cabinet

ESPITE media claims to
the contrary, the chief
ster of Lebowa and
is cabinet clearly were
| very much above ground
- this week. They were on the second
floor, in fact, spending the whole day
- in their ,mwﬁmnimgm cabinet room.
.. They couldn't have been happier
i that two reporters and a photograph-
- er had bothered to come out to
. Lebowakgomo, a cluster of brick gov-
. ernment buildings, to find out what
‘- was up.
- “Kindly prove to South Africa that
“'we are not underground — in fact,
- you found us in sesston,” said Nelson
- Ramodike with a smile. A brass
. nameplate on his table announced
: him as chief minister and minister of
~law and order and traffic.
- “I'm still a happy man and the
-; Whole.cabinet is here and we contin-
% ug,with,our normal work and the
. ‘people are not on strike.” Media

reports tad said 60 000 Lebowa civil
servants had been on strike since
last week because they had not been
paid for the month of September.

Ramodike sat in the centre of a
long row of cabinet ministers, mid-
dle-aged men in quality suits relaxing
behind their long wooden meeting
table,

They pooh-poohed South African
government accusations that the
homeland should not have given
employees belated promotions and
salary increases that amounted to
back-pay of R73 000 each for nearly
200 justice department officials.

Ramodike seemed unaware that
his homeland was another scene in
the tragicomedy of the Old S»huth
Africa, whose final act is being, writ-
ten at the World Trade Ccntre.
Lebowa’s budget scandal is likely to
open one of the play’'s closing
scenes,

In taking over Lehowa's financial
affairs, personnel matters, security,
administration, pensions and tender
board — in effect neutralising
Ramodike’'s cabinet — the South
African government has taken a first
step towards reincorporating the
homelands.

Some homeland sequences in the
play depict gripping drought, food
shortages on overcrowded land, bro-
ken families and terminally bloated

bureaucracy. But moments of farce
also abound: the brand new Ciskej
flag is hoisted at a solemn ceremony
marking the homeland's inaugura-
tion, and the flagpole topples. The
amateurish 15-hour, reggae-driven
coup in Bophuthatswana in Febru-
ary 1988 ends when 34 South
African Defence Force troopies liber-
ate the pyjama-clad president.

Maybe it was Ramodike's excite-
ment at finally attracting some media
attention on Tuesday (he said the
media always ignored his press
releases and SABC censored his
réemarks) that caused a few things to
slip his mind,

en asked on which day he
’ m, M had met thousands of work-
ers wanting to know why
they hadn’t been paid, he replied,
“Friday”. That sparked corrective
murmurs from the cabinet ministers.
“Wednesday,” some said. “Thurs-
day,” others suggested. After making
a quick assessment, the minister
turned to the microphone again and
said: “Wednesday”.

This was not the worst. Describing
steps his government had taken dur-
ing the investigation of its finances,
Ramodike uttered a classic Freudian
slip: “The Lebowa government
appealed to the state president after
we had exhausted all the revenues —

urd s
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er, all the avenues, rather.”

So what happened to all the
money?

Ramodike blamed “incompetent,
inefficient” white officials seconded to
the homeland from South Africa —
some of them “rejects” with barely a
Standard 10 education who super-
vised blacks with university degrees.
Such officials had failed over the
years to premote black employees —
something discovered only recently
when the homeland recruited senior
black staff, Ramodike said.

Some of these whites, he alleged,
had taken R63-million from the Trib-
al Trust Account and invested it pri-
vately. A committee was investigating
this, he said, and “prosecution is to
follow soon”. Then he hesitated ...
“sooner or later™.

Ramodike also claimed-a former
employee had taken R5-million
“behind my back” to buy Mercedes-
Benzes for Lebowa MPs in hopes of
winning support for a future bid for
the chief minister's mantle.

He didn't mention some of the
other cash drains. Ramodike’s salary
is said to be higher than FW de
Klerk's. Thirteen luxury Mercedes-
Benzes in pale metallic gold, green
and blue, many equipped with cellu-
lar telephones, were parked in front
of the chief minister’s building.

With all this to lose, how could

c

KE
Ramodike say so boldly that he ha
asked De Klerk to dissolve the home-
land government? Where would that
leave Ramodike?

“I will start organising my political
party and we'll prepare ourselves to
win the 1994 elections,” Ramodike
explained. He suspects his opponent
will be the man now spearheading
the investigation into his govern-
ment, Department of Land and
Regional Affairs Minister Andre
Fourie himself,

eanwhile, in a familiar scene

not far away, camouflage-

lad members of South

Africa’s Internal Stability Division

guarded the computer centre.

Reporters were barred from meeting

Lehowa computer operators, who

allegedly had been “taken by force” to

the building on Sunday to help issue

pay cheques to civil servants by
today.

Chris Calitz, the South African offi-
cial heading the operation, said the
Lehowa staff did not want to be inter-
viewed, fearing intimidation from the
public. ’

“It's very complicated,” Calitz said
in a knowing tone from behind the
wire fence, exposing a mindset that is
another crucial element of the home-
land farce. “It's black people we're
dealing with here,”
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Z'JTHOUSANDS-‘ of: ‘Le- |
“bowa civil servants will
gather at the, World
Trade Centre in Kemptun
Park this weekktu protest
agamst salary Cuts impos-
ed by the Southi’A frlcan
government foh
This was the claim of
Sebola Sebokala, who co-
sHeads Lebowa’
’mtcrdcpartmantal cn-
ordinating forum, a group
of civil servants. Tt
The. action comes aftcr
the takeover of the home-.
land by the central gov-’
ernment a month ago. '
| Although no date’ has.
been fmahsed the dem-
| onstration. 1s7hilled for:

Tuesday: ednesday, T
he'said. q' ‘% : n
- Oné of the demands to N
be presented would be for o
an mvesngatmg board to
look into alleged corrup-
tion, whether in Lebowa |
or anywhere else in SA, wy
he said. ‘:
There was relief on
“Tuesday when civil ser-

 vants were, assured their L
} ld be' pald | S
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Lﬁ*ﬁnu&h,ﬁfnc an
Dﬂmncrath_ﬂea‘chers ﬁjlmn in
Lebuwa havewgwens Ifé”giuhal-.ﬂnd

s mdré*‘Fnune
unirl' Wednesday 10] *refund-%mugay
they say'i§ uwmgdn thern

Sadtu‘f ufﬁplals “told a ineeting of

o W

- membérs at the weekend that Lebowa
education’ authunues ‘and the' union
had $igned an agreement that money
- deducted durmg a 1991-92 siike, be
refuncled R THURIP m .

ol
LM

They are ask:mg Fnune 30 make: 3
de.claratmn ﬂf intent: 6, refund their
money.- ‘becaiise ‘Lebowa Ediication
Mmrster MrMnkhuduLedwaba had

authnrlsed ithe- payments befnra
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“Fourie took nvérﬂ;é‘“adniiﬁistratmn of
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MONEY advanced to Lebowa to meet the
homeland’s debts was paid in accordance
with facilities sanctioned and approved by
the SA government, Standard Bank sajd
yesterday. €3 |I>a Sl 1

The bank was responding to claims by
government that Pretoria was not respon-
sible for R60m overdrawn by Lebowa
shortly.: before central government took
over its administration last week.

Government said it had guaranteed
Lebowa's overdraft facility for R185m, but
Lebowa overdrew nearly R250m to meet
its salary payroll

The*bank said misconceptions had aris-
en over media reports based on incorrect
information. “All amounts advanced to the
Lebowa government to meet drawings, in-
cluding drawings for salaries, have been
made in accordance with facilities ap-
proved and sanctioned by officials of the

SA. government,” Standard said.

However, the SA National Civic Organi-
sation (Sanco) said yesterday Standard and
not the SA taxpayer should carry any
losses from Lebowa’s financial crisis.

Sanco president Moses Mayekiso said
Standard had profited from its relationship

with Lebowa, but had “apparently become

¥ it et ket B

IR P B T i R R T DAL R Sy AR AR e TR N AT A T g,

ank defends Lebowa loan

| ~_LLOYD COUTTS |
too greedy” and extended the overdraft
facility beyond what government would

%guarantee. Government should respect the

rules of the market in this case, and not
accommodate Lebowa through using its
strained finances. é"

“Standard must notsetthe precedent for
getting a bailout. Other banks must learn
the lesson that homeland governments ...
are not good credit risks,” Mayekiso said.

Cosatu, meanwhile, has called for the
urgent establishment of an independent
audit commission to investigate and regu-
late all government expenditure.

It said a Transitional Executive Council
subcouncil on finance should oversee the
expenditure of apartheid institutions until
an interim government was in place. “This
will ensure that the massive pillaging of
the fiscus ... will be checked before it
jeopardises the transition process.”

The Lebowa cabinet met yesterday to
discuss a submission it is to make at the
multiparty talks in Kempton Park today.
Lebowa is expected to ask for its financial
administration be placed.in the care of the
TEC subcouncil on finance.
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LEBOWA ChlEf Min-
iIster Nelson Ramo-
dike, whose territory.
has bean invaded by
the Pretoria govern-
ment, said his entire
Cabmet was prepared
to close shop and leave
office if all homelands

were to be dismantled.

In an exclusive in-
terview in Lebowa-
kgomo, Ramodike told
City Press that his

government was reluc-.

tant to leave office be-,
fore the legislative as-
sembly was dissolved,
He said should the
homeland government
resign, it would be re-

placed with another

set of puppets because
legally the legislative
assembly was still in
existence.

C Pu_ab

r . 1 [
o ¥ "uﬂ-l.

.‘."‘ﬁ‘ 1

“Bantustan <leaders,
collaborators and pup-
pets should m::t be re-

placed with otler pup-
pets. If we leaye office

now, Pretoria’ will do

just that,” said Ra«
modike.

He claims that FW.

De Klerk’s demsmn
not to dlsmantle Le-"
bowa was in accord-

- ance with develop-
.ments at the Wnrld
- Trade Centre.

- Ramodike believes
the takeover of the
homeland’s financial
administration :is a
political move.

He said if malad-

“ministration was the
motive for the in~
vasion, more corrupt
- homelands would also

have been targeted.

i:!!

Q)

He mamtamed that
he was being victi-
mised because he was
a member of the Patri-

otic Front and sup-
ported tli;e‘ ANC.

in Pietersburg,
Ramodike believes he
~ has becﬁgma a stumbl-

Ky |
Since lf[}he NP rally

=1n -block to the re-

by )
cr,mtment drive in the
region;; .

He ﬁiécuéed the cen-

tral government of

applying’ double stan-
dards by allowing
some officials impli-

cated in corruption to |
go unpunished.

Ramodike and most
of his tabinet have not
been paid since Au-
gust,

L

Don t replace us
io/io’faz

| with other puppetsr
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Lebowa government offices under
armed guard this week to selze
documents as the accounting war
in the homeland intensified.
Original estimates of a R722-million
deficit for last year soar every day as
metre-high stacks of unprocessed.docu-
ments and unpaid bills are uncovered.

. Kducation — one of the worst nmﬂuﬁ...
ments in terms of mismanagement and

wild spending — was at first said to be
R139-million in the red for 1992/93. The

latest estimates put it at more than R300-

million — and growing.
Pretoria officials have discovered that,

as the money began to run out in Lebowa,

the government simply stopped paying its
bills — or accounting for money spent.

Pinancial task team head Willie
Cremer divides his time between plead-
ing for J.ebowa’s co-operation and over-
seeing the processing of mounds of paper-
work by the dozen officials in his charge
who moved into Lebowa last month to
clean up its finances.

Central government financial experts
move about the Lebowa government

compound under the guard of members of -

a crack SA Police unit,
In the 10 days since central govern-

IJ

.. _
.......
ot s T

By CLAIRE ROBERTSON -

o 1.

ment officials took:control of Lebowsa's

computer: cenfre. in terms of a court .

order, they haveencountered active

opposition from civil servants,
- This came to-a head on Thursday when,

according to Mr Piet Matthee, designee of
Regional Affairs Minister Andre Fourie,
a request for vital payment voucliers met
with the reply: “We will burn this building
down if you try to take them”

Mr Fourie was effectively placed in
charge of Lebowa’s financial affairs last
month in terms of a new law which allows
the SA ‘government to .intervene if the
administration of a self-governing terri-
tory threatens to Emow_ﬁmm. |

Mr Matthee decided to use force, On
Thursday morning offieials and armed
internal stability unit members raided

-
> x "

the Department of Works, where most of.

the missing vouchers for payment to gov-
ernment contractors were stored.
“We were having a meeting when they

came, They held us hostage in one room

while they took the documents,” said
works task team member Madimetja
Ngobeni. ,

ellow task team member Mogale

Mokgoatjane said works officials had

L= - r}
u
- v b
-
3
.._m = 0
v

_ mn to hand over documents them-

. Selves “because the salaries question has

-
T -
N R

-l “n..”..r.ﬂ.u”.n..m,ﬂ_w.mj—.iu o ...._mﬁhm._ H_._ HJ-_

-Salaries sparked the crisis when a
Lebowa cabinet decision to grant wide-
spread promotions and massive backpay-
ments to officials all but emptied the
homeland’s coffers. Last week Pretoria
rescinded the promotions and gave notice
it would im.the rises and backpay-
ments. - -
Works officials — excluding manage-
ment — decided on Friday to retaliate for
the raid and the suspension of 14 mem-
bers of their task team by reporting for
work but staying outside the department
complex until the task team was allowed
back. :

Nurses from the territory’s Eumm .
largest hospitals are due to return to

work today after a 14-day sit-in, which
cilminated in a picket of the government
compound on Friday. T
The dispute involved two colleagues
who were suspended after using hospital
vehicles for union business related to the
salaries issue. | |
After a meeting with the cabinet, the

L

'two women were reinstated “without

prejudice”.




- = "-_ Animmnieo
A *E}miﬂ*fcmﬂﬁ;q. -t,..r.r.'z'g- -..-u-"-'g.'“i- ,J_:u .1 =

B Mathatha Tsedu
1nve5tlgatlons Editor

T HE ENTIRE WORK FORCE of about 60 000
Lebowa civil servants downed tools
yesterday after 15 colleagues were
ordered out of their offices by South
African Government officials.
Representatives of the workers said 14 mem-
bers of Lebowa’s department of public works
~were forced out of their offices on Monday by
<South African officials who
cwere accompanied by armed
t:members of the Internal Stabil-
¢ty Unit.
& Also ordered out was Miss
Ginny Mathinjwa, a finance
Lelerk based at the computer cen-
< fre which is now under police
gsguerd Mathinjwa 1s also a
sthember of the Inter-departmen-
ital Forum.
s, The stoppage yesterdey, ‘_
theh crippled all services ex- |
cept health and the police, is thew
culmination of events that

Ak o
T 1'_,..1-:‘-1_%5_" "'...h' .

started with the takeover ef Mr Nelson Ramudmg

Lebowa’s finance administra-«-

tion in September.

. A spokesman for the Department of Regional
" and Land Affairs said yesterdaythe 15 had been
A feund to be obstacles to the functioning of the

task force sent by Pretoria. -
nHe said eupphere of services to Lebowa had

not been paid since June and that boxes contain-
. mg claims were lying in the-works department
offices unprocessed.

He said the 14 works department repreeenta—
tives had threatened task force members with
violence last week and had ordered other clerks
not to process any payments for contractors until

. = N

\ L:. “.'} -.-"-.-‘;
L e
" ---'-.-.j

the reductions made in salaries last menth were
reversed. ..

The department hed then decided to gu.re the
15 werkers indefinite paid leave. He emd the "
task force, accompanied by the pehee had--{
seized documents needed to precess elenne b}'
supphers

*1

[
-—-

Worker representatives,. hewever, eeld the .-

problem stemmed from cheques issuefi$o 1a-

Pl L

bourers by the Lebowa administration;, The "
cheques were not honoured by the l:w::m};sF and".

requests to Pretoria’s task force to reissiie the .
labourers with new eheques hedﬂ;

been ignored.

“These are people whe heve g
effectively been rebbed The 4
staff say that the task force was J
too keen on processing-. tlle'::rJ
white brothers’ claims whlle ig-7
noring salaries of bleek;labeur—
€1s. r.s ) i

“Thetask feree was teld thetlf ]
‘they wanted ee—eperetlen from
the staff, they should:pay the_
labourers,” a spekeemen eald

The workers, who ‘spent the’
day yesterday camped: outside ]
the main government: buﬂdmgss
in. Lebowakgomo, ‘Sang and;
danced the whole day, demendmg that Land:
affairs Minister Mr A Fourie should meet them.

Fourie was attending a National Party con-
gress in Cape Town and was only expected inhis 1
office today, a spokesman for his ei"ﬁce eaud

The workers are understood to have vowed te I.
remain outside until Fourie meets wnh,,thelr'
representatives, who yesterday met Cluef Mm
ister Mr Nelson Ramodike at his officg.- ,

A spokesman for Ramodike eenfirmed the4
work stoppage and said the chief minister’s;
appeal to the multiparty talks for interverition in-
the stalemate would be discussed today. % ]

j— ——— ey ——
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~ Ginny Mathinjwa, a finance
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~4 Investigations Editor

HE ENTIRE WORK FORCE of about 60 000
I ebowa civil servants downed tools
yesterday after 15 colleagues were

bers of Lebowa's department of public works
were forced out of their offices on Monday by
South African officials who
were accompanied by armed
members of the Internal Stabil-
ity Unit.

Also ordered out was Miss

clerk based at the computer cen-
tre which is now under police
guard. Mathinjwa is also a
member of the Inter-departmen-
tal Forum.

The stoppage yesterday,
which crippled all services ex-
cept health and the police, is the
culmination of events that

started with the takeover of war Nelson Ramodike

I.ebowa’s finance administra-
tion in September.

A spokesman for the Department of Regional
and Land Affairs said yesterdaythe 15had been
found to be obstacles to the functioning of the
task force sent by Pretoria.

He said suppliers of services to Lebowa had
not been paid since June and that boxes contain-
ing claims were lying in the works department
offices unprocessed.

He said the 14 works department representa—
tives had threatened task force members with
violence last week and had ordered other clerks
not to process any payments for contractors until

the reductions made in salaries last month were

‘reversed,
The department had then decided to give the

15 workers indefinite paid leave. He said the

tagsk force, accompanied by the police, had
seized documents needed to process claims by

. . suppliers,
ordered out of their offices by South

African Government officials.

Representatives of the workers said 14 mem- ..

Worker representatives, however, said the
problem stemmed from cheques issued to la-
bourers by the Lebowa administration. The

- cheques were not honoured by the banks and

requests to Pretoria’s task force to reissue the
labourers with new cheques had
been ignored.

“These are people who have
effectively been robbed. The
staff say that the task force was
too keen on processing their
white brothers’ claims while ig-
noring salaries of black labour-
m_ .
““The task force was told that if
they wanted co-operation from
the staff, they should pay the
labourers,” a spokesman said.

The workers, who spent the
day yesterday camped outside
the main government buildings
in Lebowakgomo, sang and
danced the whole day, demanding that Land
affairs Minister Mr A Fourie should meet them.

Fourie was attending a National Party con-
gress in Cape Town and was only expected in his
office today, a spokesman for his office said.

The workers are understood to have vowed to
remain outside until Fourie meets with their
representatives, who yesterday met Chief Min-
ister Mr Nelsor Ramodike at his office.

A spokesman for Ramodike confirmed the
work stoppage and said the chief minister’s
appeal to the multiparty talks for intervention in
the stalemate would be discussed today.
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EBY NORMAN CHANDLER. uonm CHANDLER.
PRETORIA BUREAU.

’lIl‘ha m;;igl crisis in the
ome eepening,:

After revelations: of Lebowa 8
financial chaos, The Star learnt
yesterday that Gazankulu ia
also experienclng financial’d
ficulties. And in Venda the gov
ernment is {rying to recover
R5,5 million in pensions paid in
error to five civil servants, -

Gazankulu sourges said:*‘des-
perate- cost-cutting. measures”
were being introduced-to-save
the homeland from: bankruptey
in the months before. the

1904/95 budgot allacation-is"
. made:..--

The Education De artment
alone {18 down R72 mﬂlion, and
has instructed school principals
to “privatise their schools™ and,
i necessary, retrench staff to
reduce the salary bill. Similar
exercises are being followed by
other depariments.

At least 2 500 unqualified
teachers stand to lose their jobs
at the end of the year, but. will
be able to apply for posts in
April.

In Lebowa, meanwhile,
claims of about R60 million
have been received from suppli-
ers to the homeland’s govern-
ment. These are being pro-
cessed.

Plans are also being made for
Reglonal Affairs Minister Andre
Fourie to meet the Lebowa In-
terdepartmental Action Co-or-

{ dinating Forum next week to

DESPERATE cost-
cutting measures are
needed to rescue
homelands — with
shortfalls of millions

~— from bankruptcy

discuss grievances.

Yesterday about 60 000 strik-
ing eivil seryanis warned of a
boycoit’
and:avound:Lebowa if the crisis
wigh ‘Southy A@hmiﬁcia]a was
RO speedﬂx‘

They: alaotggfn,anded that 14
dismisged -Works Department

- employess-bevreinstated and | -

that no:white-owned company

which was owed money by theﬁ

Lebowa government be paid
until casual workers received
their overdue wages. |

A spokesman for the Region-
al Affairs Department told The
Star that hundreds of casual
workers would probably be
paid soon.

The Venda civil servants
have been ordered to repay the
R5,5 million within 21 days or
face legal action. They got the
money last year as a result of
incorrect calculations made
when the Venda government
pension fund was privatised.

Letters of demand from the
countfy's Pension Implementa-
tion Committee had been sent
to them, Venda Public Servants’
Coalition Committee chairman

Alidzulwi Muvhango said;




| PIETERSBURG. — - Tie

|-Affitan task team’ Thave

1 The agreementr} was

' Lebowa )

Lebn‘wa Inter- Depart—
‘mﬁﬂ.ﬁ 1 Co-ordination
;Furuﬁl and the Snuth

réached a pruwsmnal
‘agreement allowing 15
evlqted officials to.re-
| furn unconditionallys .

reached betweenhthe
parties yesterday A
. Apspokesman,. M, ¢M0—
seamu Sebola, sald cml,
servants would .resu e
duties soon. (,ﬂql;é
'Lebowa civil serva

|dnwned tools unJTues-
dayiito - protest: agalnst
' the' ‘South African’ ctask
force® which is’ running

the hnmeland’s ﬁnanmal
administration. — Sapa

__1_.__--—'——_-—

'
'
i el Vanm
LI ar
1 1A' =
-
T Y T
T



[ WhyLebowa went or promotions spree

JOCKEYING for position in the new
. South Africa was at the heart of the
sudden and widescale promotions of
civil servants by the binet, -
- it emerged this wee ILe“|j‘il
- Venda, Gazankulu and Lebowa will
all form part of a single northern
Transvaal region in future. Their
‘civil servants will have to compete
forjobs, ~ . -
Pretoria’s spokesman in Lebowa,

LA | 4 - " * o Lo "nl‘

Mr Piet Matthee, would not confirm
this was the reason behind the promo-
-tions, but said Lebowa officials had
complained that “Gazapkulu . has
-more directors-general than we do,”

Lebowa’s deputy Minister of
Works, Mr Lekau Mamabolo, told
workers on Friday: “Our civil ser-
vanis cannot fransfer into the new
South Africa with lower ranks, Qur

- people must be Ppromioted.”
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SOME of the examples of wild spend-  tance private eaqll not 16 his d -
g discovered by officials in Lehowa: - [ Tll:e edueatinn( dlpwenﬁﬁs |
| @ The cabinet ordered - R14000  asked to approve a Rl 600 take-away
worth of steak “and a few chickens” chicken lunch for a teachers’ confer-
for one function; ' ence “because free lunch would moti-
@A minister managed to go  vate them to attend” (j{] ) - -
througﬁ 14 lunches on a two-day visit ® A civil servant co ot refund
| 1o t_!:ﬁeg-Pal_ace at the Lost City; the R116 000 back-payment she re-
'E ® A" junior official on business in ceived after her promotion as she had
| ‘Pretoria spent -more than two hours spent the money on a trip abroad. She -

| = and over R100 — on a long-dis-  bronght back R4,
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Talks on Leboywa
&)

PRETORIA — Contra
tors; Trsu}:n liers and bank of-

fmi;ls :willymeet-ithe 2z
“finability-to pass its budget.

Lebuwa Cabmet tomorrow
to dlscuss .the state of the
homeland’s finances . and

uutstandmg money.{&

A’ Lebnwan governmen
spukesman said the busi-
ness -cormunity had been
plunged into a state of “on-
going confusion” since offi-
cials from-Pretoria inter-
vened ‘in the homeland’s
affairs‘last month.

The* mterventmn
team of SA auditors and po-
lice, came in the wake of

the prospects of rece {

'1“"'"—"-'3-:-1" !-

3", dle bts

ADRIAN HADLAND

||||||

Allpgatmns of widéspread

ﬂnanmal mismanagement

are' being mvestlgated
Following a meetmg last
week between Lebuwan
government ufﬂmals, and
I‘EprESEntathEE# nf the
Pietersburg Chamber of
Commerce, it had been de-
cided a meeting fﬂI: all® in-
terested parties shiguld:be: "

.-u—"'

held, the smkesmanusald

'l".ﬁ 4]

At tnmurruw S ﬂmeetmg,
those attending would" be

r.

the, Lebowan; government’s

if

. informed of developments. X
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Leb wa mstaff

reéi:iﬁ‘ié duﬁcs
LEBOWAKGOMO — LEh—

owa’ “publi¢ : servants Ter!
sumed their duties yllter-

day'after,a fuur-day strike.
The demsmn 10 end the
strike came: after .the.

-Ligbowa- mter-department-- ;
“als cn-nrdlnatmn fnrﬂm re-"-

ceived a letter confirming
the unconditional reinstate-
ment of 15 officials ev:cted
last, week from their offmes
by the S ot}ernment’
tasl-: team %

‘The, ‘task team alleged

e B A

A spokesman for the,

Lebowa public¢'servants de-"
nied thls saying the;offi-
ma,ls were reacting . tn the

"ramst attitude” of process- -

ing payments for white ten-;
ders-and coniractors, while
the ‘salaries for black
labunrers were not paid. -

“The spokesman” also’
called fnr the appointment.
of an indep endent. body to,
mvestlgat used funds
,in Lebowa{ b

--He'said

tigating. the alleged emhez—
zlement ‘of - funds “in .. the
territory had “earlief been;
dismissed by the Lebuwa

government fur corruption.”
The -inter-departmental §-

co-ordination forum. would
meet Regional ‘and- Land
Affairs Minister Andre

Fourie today in Pretoria to
discuss the. matter, -he sald

- — Sapa. ol ?5

- mpbele, oo,

of the mem- A
bers of the task team'inves-:|-
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.. South Africa and Le-!
“bowa  yesterday took,
-joint action to heal rifts!
between the two coun-4
iries as. a result of;

il

over contirol recently of!

. the homeland's_ finan-;
"'cial affairs. o
. President "de Klerk!
‘and Chief Minister Nel-;
" son - Ramodike ;,iiscuani
sed problems which had!
arisen —  including;
sirikes by civil servants, |
occupation of computer?
centres by South Afri-}

- can security services,|
and non-payment of sa-}

| larles and contractors’)
- -fees — at u meeting atl
the Union Buildings in}
Pretoria,. o
- Lebowa's legislative]
assembly did not, pass
the homeland’s 1993-94
budget, resulting in a
request from the hnme—:
land for more than

| ER300million to meet its}
commitments, ]

dﬂ—-““-_“—“!——“n“ﬁ a

l-‘lr-'l-nl-'q-r...--—-t:g‘-
a

South  Africa taking!

- et Yo A gov
-ernniént ' /statement on |
yesterday’s “meeting,
“the two sides discus-

sed the "currfent rfinan-!

cial and adlrﬁni’ﬁti*a,tive:
erisis in Lebowai"- n

*  "They’ agreed ‘to' s
“t{ablish & joint minis_‘teri_—{
| al committee to cl@ri.fyl
| -the present limitations|
- on the authority of .the‘;
« Lebowa government.” |
It was also decided!
‘that the timé had come!

-'for both governments 315

be contirtually -informe
of what “rectifying ae:
-tion™ had been. :taken',‘
and to promote co-oper-
ation  between . {wor
South African financial
task forces and the Le-
bowa government andi
civil service. :
o Lhe Tresults of the!
talks are the first posi-i
ve signs to emerge inj
|.. the Lebowa crisis sinee!
_South Afriea invoked -
the Self-Governing Ter-
Titories Constitutional'
nAct, later amended, to
‘take over Lebowa's af-!
-fairs at the end of Au-!
 gust. ' f
The first financial,
task force was sent lo]
. l.ebowagkomo, = the
- homeland capital, im-|
‘mediately alterwards
and ran into problemsi
Jwhen it attempted to
_look into the territory’s)
financial affairs. Securi
1y forces seized the)
computer centre to en-’
able SA . to  Teprint:
60 000 cheques. ;
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THE DP is set to adopt a set of
regulations. for the nomination of
election candidates which contain no
specific mechanisms for affirmative
action on the basis of race or gender.

The DP’s draff regulations note
that the electorate will expect the
lists of candidates to be nonracial and
nonsexist, but it will be left to elec-
toral colleges to ¢ 3 _ba
list of candidates R

In the preamble-to the regulations,
the DP notes that they provide for a
mechanism to screen candidates on

f 1 bili ’ -
the basis o merit, electa ihty com ..- - glected at the conferem i ‘? ‘Eﬁ =@

mitment and past performance.
Prospective candidates will be re-

quired to sign a “candidate and public

representative undertaking”, which
will include a code of conduct

|DP candidates to
L By s 27 ola

requir-

%
t -
]I ;'

Y

CO e 1 .WFIL
| ..

| . ety

¢ LR |

I ] - " l'.-'l -t T Ili"-r'l': iy

said the process was designed to pre-

graphic balance. ", ., s fc)

O WILSON ZWANE reports that the.
ANC PWYV region will ask its mem-

- vent block voting and ensyre - geo-

" bers and those of its allies to nomi-
positions in |

nate its key leaders for
government at its annual conference

in Johanneshurg this weekend.: F o
- Secretary-general Paul Mashatile

said yesterday new regional execu-
tive committee members would: be-

" The conference would then agk its

~ branches to nominate candidates.for
‘local and regional governments, ..

* “The members will be given three

ing candidates to operate openly, to' rweeks to do this. And a conference of -

be accountable to the party and not to
use their office for personal gain.
The first position on the DP's list of
candidates will be reserved for the
l