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Fxtra two months for District 6 claims
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PEOPLE evicted from Distritt Six Their claims must now be in ~ The delay was holding up the resti-
under the Group Areas Act have  before February 29 this year. tutlgin ﬂncesf said claims could be
been given an extra two months to The UylglﬂE}l deadline for the VI l_%ﬂq mission’s office at
submit claims to land there, the  District Six claims was the end of ~ senttothe cgm{n;l E:3 o S rown
Regional Land Claims Commis- November last year. ~ 00, 5 E.’-qu iries Euulg be maflé
sioner for the Western and North- “But there is reason to believe 8000, anff_lﬂqusﬂgzn 267930

ern Cape, Mr Wallace Mgogi, not all pﬂteqnal claimants have 10 his ?Slgf?f at ( N
announced yesterday. submitted claims,” Mr Mgogi said.  Political 5t
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EQUITY PRO Qz ?a

Slow and tortuous pragress has been
made rebuilding District Six — but a po-
tential conflict between the redevelop-
ment proposals and the land restitution
process has yet to be resoived.

There is broad agreement that the
area’s development potential can be
maximised through the creation of an
integrated, high-density, mixed use, in-
ner city housing precinct. Housing should
be kept as affordable as possible and tar-
geted at former residents.

Surprisingly, only one claim for restitu-
tion has been lodged by a former tenant
-— though it was the community of
65 000 tenants rather than the small
group of mostly white landowners that
suffered the most when District Six was
razed in the Sixties. The lack of response
has been attributed to people’s unwill-
ingness to confront the past or to igno-
rance about the restitution process.

A total of 230 claims (by landowners
and the solitary tenant) have been
lodged and the deadline has been ex-
tended by three months in the hope that

| more people will seek restitution.

Should those dispossessed not want to
return to the area, the Land Claims Court
could be more inclined to return original
land to the former landowners — pre-
cisely what the Cape Town Community
Land Trust wants to avoid.,

The trust was created in 1994 to estab-
lish affordable housing and community
facilities in the inner city. It proposes an
integrated development plan to revi-
talise District Six and this will be thwart-
ed if bits of land are returned in a random
fashion. It would also render impossible
the planning of a new housing precinct
that could take about 25 000 people, o0s-
tensibly past tenants and their lineage.

Apartheid planners buried the area’s
past under a new set of roads and plot
boundaries. Of the original 100 ha of Dis-
trict Six, only about 42 ha remains unde-
veloped. The Cape Technikon occupies
most of the developed area.

One way of reconciling the aims of re-
development and restitution is for the
Land Claims Court to offer former land-
owners compensation other than the
original land. The trust will apply to the
court to exclude the 39 ha of trust land in
District Six from restoration — a move re-

sisted by some landowner groups.

But there has been some progress.
Stakeholders are now represented on a
forum which must reach consensus on
the best way to redevelop the area.

Trust CEO Basil Davidson says this will
be the year of reaching consensus,
formulating detailed plans, getting ap-
proval and raising finance. He does not
expect any houses to be built until 1997.

On the issue of affordability, Davidson
points out that the national housing pol-
ICy makes no provision for the building of
low-rise apartments most appropriate
for the new District Six.

He hopes the area’s historical signifi-
cance will help to engender grant funds
from SA and abroad. The residential
component could be subsidised out of
the surplus generated by allowing com-
mercial development in the area.

But the real problem, says Davidson, is
how to ensure equity. It will be difficult to
justify a level of subsidy and accommo-
dation in District Six that exceeds any-
thing offered in the rest of SA.

He believes that many of these prob-
lems could be addressed if RDP planners
and the departments of land and housing
started co-ordinating their strategies. &
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Find out how Speed Services Couriers
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j YES! I'd like to know how Speed Services Couriers can add
to the efficiency of my business, Please send me details about
Speed Services Couriers' seven high-performance courier solutions.
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Please post to Speed Services Couriers, Freepost No, JF 6153,
Kempton Park. Or fax to Speed Services Couriers on (011) 397-2080.
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ALTHOUGH 340 individuals have already
claimed land restitution rights in District
Six, the deadline for claims has been
extended by another 60 days.

This was announced yesterday by the
i Regional Land Claims Commissioner for
l the Western Cape, Mr Wallace Mgoqi.

He s3id this had been done so that
many potential claimants, mainly tenants
in the old District Six who were not awarc
| they could have a claim, could still submit
claims:-
| “The purpose is also to ensure that as

many claims as possible are submitted so
that the commission could investigate
\ claims falling in a particular geographic

area simultaneously.”

Mgoqi said it had come to his attention.

that many potential claimants were not

aware of their rights.

| “There is the mistaken belief that only
people who were land-owners in District

\ Six could submit restitution claims. In fact,

the Restitution of Land Rights Act of 1994
clearly states that people who had benefi-
cial occupation of land for not less than 10
years before being dispossessed or removed

District Six l"andJ'Qlajms _
n cgd 0() g%ys

> .
under racially-based Titeasures, qualify to
submit a restitution claim.”

1t had therefore been decided to extend

the period of submitting claims to the end '

of April.
It was announced last year that all the
" District Six claims would be handled as a
single claim because the resources of the

land commission and the Land Claims |

Court would be more effectively utilised if
all claims were investigated at the same
time.

All potential claimants, who had not
yet submitted claims, were asked to submit
claims as soon as possible.

Mgoqi said claims could be sent to the
commission at Private Bag X9163, Cape

e —

l

Town, 8000, or inquiries could be made to

its Cape Town offices at (021) 26-2930.
He also emphasised that all claims were

current owners or occupiers of property,
such as those living in Bloemhof Flats in
District Six.

Mgoqi also said restitution could
involve the restitution of the actualland, a
grant of alternative land, finan¢ial'com-
pensation or alternative forms ofielief

ject.

such as priority attention in a housing pro- -

made against the government and not the }
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Robinson - nn an offi-
cial visit fo South Africa
~ has paid tribute to the
people and the memo-
ries of Distriet Six,
where 60 000 people
were removed during

the 1960s under thel

Group Areas Act.

Visiting the District

Six Museum in Cape
Town yesterday, she
signed her name on the
white cloth draped over
the pillars inside the old
Methodist Church in
which the museum is
housed, adding it to the
thousands of names of
people who have visit-
ed the museum.

Mrs Robinson de-!

seribed the museum as a

“living place” with a sad ]

history.

- But, she said, it was
proof of the determina-
tion to honour a com-
munity and what it had
stood for.

mwhe was told the
museum was there to
ensure that the history
and memory of forced
removals in South Africa
endured.

District Six was
named after the sixth
municipal distriet of
Cape Town in 1867.

Originally established
as a multicultural com-
munity of freed slaves,
merchants, artisans,
labourers and immi-
grauits, District Six was a
centre with close links to
Cape Town'’s city centre
and port.

By the beginning of
this century the history

of removals and mar-1

ginalisation had begun.

Africans, the first to
be resettied, were
foreibly displaced from

the distriet in 1901, and |

as the more prosperous

moved away to the sub- |

urbs, the area became
the neglected ward of
C_a_ge Town.

In 1966 it was
declared a white area
under the Group Areas
Act and by 1982 the life
of the community was
over.

It had taken 16 years
and R25 millipn to
remove forcibly more
than 60 000 people to the
Cape Flats.

Their houses in Dis-
trict Six were flattened
by bulldozers.

Mrs Robinson was
accompanied through
the museum by her hus-
band, Nicholas, and by
the Minister of Water
Affairs and Forestry,
Kader Asmal.

She also visited the
adjacent pre-school cen-
tre, where children aged
from two to six wel-
comed her with a song in
three languages.




Aunty Grace

 Valued homes are up for sale

ANDREA WEISS
Metro Reporter

AUNTY Grace Barron, 717,
remembers an old lady who
was moved from her home in
District Six at the age of 78 and
sent to live 1n Kensington,
where she lived out her days in
misery.

The wasteland that is Dis-
triet Six is just.up the road,
and Aunty Grace lives in a
house on the corner of Osborne
Street, proudly named Osborne
Villa, which is part of a ter-
race of 45 houses up for sale.

She’s lived there all her life,
in peace with her neighbours,
and within a close-knit com-
munity which does not bear
any of the hallmarks of social
decay that characterise the
ganglands of the Cape Flats.
The community occupying the
houses between Osborne and
Prancis streets was spared from
the Group Areas Act because
their homes fall in an in-
between zone of industrial Iand
on the border of Woodstock.

But, ironically, as District Six
awaits redevelopment, the same
fate that met her friend who
went to Kensington awaits
Aunty Grace - foreed removal of
another kind - because if she
cannot buy the home she was
born in, she will have to leave.,
- Yet the residents of what is
described as some of the best
surviving early Victorian archi-
tecture in Cape Town are fight-
ing back in an effort to raise the
R1,5 million they need to buy
their own homes.

All they need is some time

and a vote of confidence from
the banks to achieve their ohjec-
tive.
They know that if they don’t
succeed they will be forced to
join the thousands waiting for
homes in Cape Town. The hous-
es they live in were built before
1887 and are believed to have
been occupied by fishermen
and dock workers.

For the fishermen of the day
it was but a short walk to Wood-
stock Beach, now buried
beneath concrete and railway
lines. Today there are grand-
mothers anid great grandmoth-
ers living in the houses who
remember the days when Dis-

trict Six was an extension of
their community.

Their children went to school
there; they visited friends and
neighbours there. In fact, they
believe they are “the last of
District Six”.

Aunty Annie Fisher, a great-
grandmother, bore seven chil-
dren in her house, No 24, and is
the only resident to still have a
wood-burning stove in the
kitchen, and who has chosen to
keep her privy outside.

Many of the other residents
have made their own improve-
ments to their houses, tiling
kitchen floors and enclosing
the outside toilets to make
inside bathrooms leading off
the kitchen.

Each house has an identical
layout - two bedrooms and
small livingroom up some steps.
All the stoeps are woodern, with
cross bars, and in remarkably
good repair.

The owner of the 45 houses,
Sydney Schach, has refused to
comment on the impending
sale, saying he will not be
forced to negotiate through the
Press.

But after the National Mon-
uments Council and the Dis-
trict Six Civie Association
stepped in, he agreed to give
the families seven days to come
up with the money to buy the
houses “en bloe”. That deadline
has lapsed and the residents do
not know where they stand.

Mr Schach has told them that
he is not willing to subdivide
the houses, which would allow
them to raise individual bonds
with the banks, because this
will cost up to R15 000,

But raising R1,5 million as a
community is not easily done,
especially as the residents have

set themselves the objective of neighbour, Zahida Kariem,

ensuring that the lesser fortu-
nate among them should also
be helped.

The price which has been
set would put each individual
property at around R34 000,
making it necessary for resi-
dents to earn about R1 800 a
month to qualify for a bond.
The repayments would also be
about R150 more than the cur-
rent R350 each they pay in rent
which is controlled by the Cape
Metropolitan Rent Board.

L .

i

PLACE IN THE SUN: Aunty Grace Barron,
born. The block of 45 Victorian terrace houses is up for sale
described as the last remnants
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, ON the stoep of the house where she was P ;

tainty over the community of Osborne and Francis streets,

of District Six.

Aunty Grace’s much younger
who
is a member of the residents’
committee attempting to nego-
fiate an agreement, observed:
“This is his (Mr Schach’s) prop-
erty, but these are our homes.
Aunty Grace never dreamed
that we would be threatened.
We've gotl pensioners in our
midst. We're not going to leave
Aunty Torte behind; we're not
going {o leave Aunty Grace
behind. This is Distriet Six all
over again - it’s opening up all
the wounds.

“We're not looking for some-
thing for nothing. We can ‘help-
mekaar’,” she says. “We don’t
want to lose our homes.”

The community has been
described by the National Mon-
uments Council as the “remain-
ing nuclei of the long-suffering
District Six community” which
survived the forced removals.

It has provisionally declared
the properties national monu-
ments because of their “histor-
ical, socio-cultural and archi-
tectural significance”,

The residents are also proud

, throwing a shadow of uncer-

of their clean-living community,
free of “gangsters and dark deal-
Ing”’. Now, with the threat of los-
Ing their homes hanging over
them, their bonds are even
tighter, and they're hoping they
will be strong enough to reel in
their dream of security of tenwre.

PROUD PENSIONERS:
Aunty Grace Barron, left, in
her living room, which was
decorated by her son-in-
law, with her neighbours

_A.mﬁr_mm: Jardien and Annie
Fisher.
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ANDREA WEISS !
Metro Reporter |

AN EMBATTLED community of 45 fami-
| lies, who survived the Group Areas Act in
historic housing terraces on the edge of the
former District Six, are faced with eviction.

The threat to the familjes comes, ironi-
cally, as efforts to redevelop District Six
| gather momentum, and former residents
are being encouraged to submit a group
land claim.

The pressure on the residents of Oshorne
and Francis Street has come because the
block of terrace houses is up for sale on the |
| open market, and their owner 1s unwilling -
to sell houses individually, leaving the
residents with the prospect of raising
R1,5 million en bloc. | I

Some families have held on to their
homes for more than 70 years, escaping
Group Areas evictions because they were
in land zoned for industria] use on the
fringe of the now flattened suburb.

The families were given a seven-day
deadline to raise the money, but this I
lapsed last Thursda , and the community
In Osborne and Francis streets is now liy-
ing on borrowed time.

The landiord, Sydney Schach, has
| refused to comment on the situation, saying
he will not negotiate through the Press.

For the residents, many of whom are
{ bensioners, the tension is mounting, as
they fear a replay of the forced removals
that destroyed District Six. They have |
formed a resident’s commitiee, and i
approached several banks, but have not vet
{ bad a positive response.

The National Monuments Council and | 1
the Distriet Six Civie Association have
also stepped in to help them negotiate for
more time to try and secure theijr homes.

The difficulty is persuading banks to |
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refused to subdivide the properties to
| allow individual families to raise bonds, |
| The NMC has provisionally given the
terrace houses protection because of their
“historical, socio-cultural and architee- i
tural significance”. |

The houses were built before 1887 and
are believed to have been occupied by
fishermen who worked off Woodstock l
beach, and by dock workers.

The houses, which have wooden front
stoeps with crossbars, are described as I
being some of the best surviving examples
of early Vietorian architecture in Cape
Town, because they are stiil largely in |
context and also in remarkably good
[ condition.
| An NMC spokesman said that many of
the residents were going through “a trau- l
matic period because of theijr uncertainty
and fears at the prospect of losing the
only places they can cajl home”,

“If any individual or organisation could
assist this remaining core of Distriet Six
residents in securing their homes, they '
[ would be assisting in preserving an integral
part of Cape Town'’s rich history and cul-
ture, as well as ensuring the continued exis-
tence of a vibrant, close-knit community,”

® See page 3.
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Tepresentatives and has given.
them until May*2 to arrange the
purchase,”. - . -

LANDLORD Mr Sydney Schach
- $aid yesterday his 45 households of.

| tenantsir:Osborne and Francis
SUeEs = in what they regard.as
District Six but he doesnot — are

notuider threat of eviction, -

5+ SChach was re'_sp'éﬁg:{iijg“tﬁ' press
R T T e

Schach said he did not want to

divide the houses into separate

plots, because separating them-is

. costly and it takes a long time.
~“The last ones I did took three

reports that he planned o sell the - -years,” Schach said, .
propetty and evict the tenants. . .<--. . Mr Anwah Nagia of the District
. “Aslong as they pay their rent, .. - Six Civic Association said negotia-
they cannot be evicted, They are - tions with a financial institution |
all protected tenants underthe - were under way, and another
~Rents Act,” he said. “I havé no , meéeting ‘with the bank was to take’
intention of evicting them.” . . Place tomorrow. He understood it
- Evenif he sells the properties— - - would cost between R15 000 and |
and he does have an offer of . R20 000 to separate each property
R1,5 million for all 45 houses—— " and provide water and electricity
the new owner would struggle to - . ‘meters to each house.
8¢t permission to evict the tenants: - Nagia said the bank was hoping
»* The area has a heritage'statys,  to get:a “social commitment” from
Schach said, and all alterations to  the civic association that it would
the buildings have fo be passed by  refrain from protesting if the bank
theicity council, S granted the loan but had to evict
i %'He is aware that the tenantsare  fenants for defaulting on repay-
ing to raise the money to buy - ments at any stage. “ Al
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matchbox houses on the barren Cape
Flats, their houses flattened by bull-
dozers.

Today, the tract of land which once
was District Six remains largely unde-
veloped, symbolic of the evils of
apartheid. “The area is still a powerful
reminder of things that happened and
must never be allowed to happen
again. The District Six Museum
ensures this memory will not dimin-
ish,” the project says in its mission
statemernt.

Based in the Central Methodist
Church in Buitenkant Street, Cape
Town, the venue also holds symbolism
for its founders. The church served the
District Six community and several
meetings protesting against forced
removals were held there.

“In a way, it’s also a war museum.
This church was a sanctuary for peo-

dl are invited to sign before leaving.
More than 100m stretch from the floor
to the ceiling ratters at two ends of the
church. Some have only left their
names and former addresses, others
have left poetry and many a plea for
justice and compensation.

The museurn staff estimate “conser-
vatively” that about 35 000 people
have visited in the year since it opened.
They include foreign tourists to Cape
Town and United States vice president
Al Gore and Irish president Mary
Robinson.

“Most people relate in a very emo-
tional way when they come here, but
most use this space. They bring their
children and grandchildren to show
them where they once lived and what
Distirct Six was really like,” said Pros-
alendis.

“The museum responds to the sur-

planning a sports exhibition for August
to unearth the rich sporting life which
was destroyed by the Group Areas Act.

“Some clubs, like the Sea Point
Swilts soccer club, still exist today but
others were destroyad. Once again
we're relying on the community to
unearth that past. There's a lot of his-
tory out there, some of it written and
recorded in photographs.

"We want to tap into what has
already been preserved as a labour of
love.”

The District Six Museum is run by a
board of trustees, most of them former
residents of the area. It has been

involved in collaborative events with

other museums, but remains
staunchly independent at the behest of
the community it serves.

“It’s a part of people’s lives, not just
themn but their descendants as well.
For some people coming to the
museun is like coming to the truth
comunission, they all have painful sto-
ries of the past. And they want it to
continue to pertorm that task,” Prosal-
endis said.

Trustee Vincent Kolbe also believes
the museum has to remain indepen-
dent as it does not fit in with the ethos
of others. “You still have the old guard
running museums in this country.

but the RDP gives no head and heart
space, what does the governmeni want
— machines?”

A spokesman for the Ministry of
Arts, Culture, Science and Technol-
ogy, Frans Basson, said an Act of
Parliament allowed for existing
museums (o receive government
hunding. This excluded independent
museums which also needed govern-
ment aid.

“It was therefore decided to fund
them as well, but in this fashion (ie, a
one-off grant}. There is currently, as
part of a review process of the depart-
ment’s policy, an evaluation going on
that should put them all on an equal
footing.”

Basson said the District Six
Museum could be funded again next
year should the new policy not have
been compieted in time.
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Former residents i
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. e £ e ey They're very involved in transforma-
The District Six Museum pi?jhﬂl‘??seﬂ bympﬁhﬂtirt;ll!‘l;ixﬂﬂgmg I‘{]E test N I time-gr but aﬂr}rﬂiey’ re doing is transform-
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: « b quare police station, project | 0 anew :
Its survival is threatened director Sandra Prosalendis. o Unfortunately the new culture
by the govemment's The project calls itself a “living | does not appear to resonate with the
i museum”. It began as an exhibition { new government. The museum
lack of SUDDOFL writes plarnned for tWﬂgWEEkS in December | receivgd R200 000 this year from the
Rehana Rossouw 1994, but has kept its doors open {; Department of Arts and Culture, and
because of demands from former Dis- & =~ Suiiseiteaiatti e e o A R was expressly told that this was a
LTHOUGH mernorials cele-  trict Six residents from around the |% one-off grant.
brating Afrikaner history world that it become the custodian of | ¥ Yet Arts and Culture Minister Ben
receive millions of rands of the area’s legacy. Ngubane revealed in Parliament
A support, the government  The initial exhibition dubbed Streets recently that R1,2-million was spent
idhas only been prepared to  offered little more than the original on the Voortrekker Museumn,
make a one-off payment of R200 000 street signs of the area. Today, the R1,5-million on the Oorlogsmuseum
for the museumn which houses the museum inchides a map of District Six van die Boererepubliek and R801 000
remnnants of District Six. on its floor, where ex-residents can on the Afrikaans Language Museum.
“When I die, my ashes must be mark their homes and other signifi- "Museumns are expensive to run, but
thrown at bus stop 100, Constitution cant places. Archaeological finds like it appears arts and culture is given a
Street,”. This poignant message from cutlery, coins, toys and costume jew- very low priority in South Africa. No
Mrs P Simmons is one of thousands ellery are on display. Scores of family museurn in the world raises more than
left behind on a calico cloth by a visitor photographs have been donated and 10% of its running costs from door tak-
to the District Six Museurn, larger-than-life portraits of civic lead- ings. District Six was a poor comrmu-
District Six was named for the sixth ers stare down from the gallery. nity, so we have little chance of getting
municipal district in Cape Town in  Donations for the museun continue rich patrons,” said Prosalendis.
1867 and was home to a multicultural to pour in from former residents. A
community of freed slaves, merchants, milk bottle from the People’s Dairy in 1 &7 olbe says he believes the govern-
artisans and immigrants. Hanover Street, District Six, dating A ment is being short-sighted by
[n 1901, Africans were forcibly back to the 1920s arrived one day from ] Wrefusing (o [und new museum
removed from the area and in 1966 it London, initialives. “It seems the RDP is only
was declared a white area in terms of about getting a roof over your head,
the Group Areas Act. By 1982, almost EEghe most moving exhibit at the food in your stomach and being fit for
60 000 people were forced out into museumn is a calico cloth visitors work. Culture rehumanises people, :
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Net closes in on Ribeiro killers

Attorneys general in two
provinces are on the verge
of pressing charges in two
celebrated cases of murder
of anti-apartheid activists,
writes Eddie Koch

USPECTS in two of South
Africa’s most publicised mur-
der mysteries — the slaying of
the Pebco Three and the
gruesomnte assassination of
Pretoria doctors Fabian Ribeiro and his
wife Florence — could be arrested
within weeks and charged in court.

The Eastern Cape attorney general
i$ preparing to arrest suspects impli-
cated in the Pebco Three murders,
while investigators in the Transvaal
attorney general’s office are making
steady progress in their probe into the
deaths of the Riberios.

Progress in both cases shows that
the criminal justice system is moving
rapidly to solve some of South Africa’s
most intractable political crimes at the
same time the truth commission
swings into full gear. Progress in both
cases stems from sensational evi-
dence given by former Viakplaas oper-
ative Joe Mamasela to the attorney
general. Some of what he has told the
AG was reported on SABC last week
by journalist Jacques Pauw.

Mamasela said he ___
was present at the e
killing of the Pebco
Three Sipho
Hashe . Champiﬂn ﬁf i
Galela and Qagawnili fen il

Godolozi —in May | L8 =

1985 after they were

sent a false call to |
ot & British Lli!plu— :

beth airport. .

He has implicated i
security police |yt
Colonel GldEﬂI] Sy
Niewoudt in the [
murders, saying he @i -a e
posed a5 an . &
embassy official and fivi - .
led the men to the
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place where they B
were killed. |

Mamasela says
the men were taken
to a farmhouse near
Cradock, where they were beaten and
tortured. The three were hit with an
iron pipe until they died, “one by one”.

Mamasela was in the Eastern Cape
this week in connection with the
Pebco Three and it is understood that
a docket is in its final stages of prepa-
ration in the office of the attorney gen-
eral in Port Elizabeth,

“As a result of further investigations

Implicated: Security police
Colonel Gideon Niewoucdt

in the Pebco case, a docket will be
handed to the attorney general and a
decision will be made about how to
proceed once the Motherwell trial fin

- which senior policemen are accused of

killing colleagues suspected of leaking
information about dirty tricks} is over,”
said Mark Wale, investigator for the
Eastern Cape AG.

Mamasela has also introduced
investigators from the Transvaal AG's
office to former Vlakplaas operative

eff Boshigo, and they have ques-
tioned him in connection with the cir-
cumstances leading to the murder of
the Ribeiros.

Boshigo, who now lives in Mma-
batho, was one of the first Askaris —
turned ANC soldiers to be recruited
into the hit squad situated at Vlak-
plaas near Pretoria.

- His younger brother had also been a

member of the ANC and is understood
to have died in a detention camp in
Angola while under suspicion of being
a spy. Boshigo was turned by the
security police’s master interrogator,
Jac Buchner.

Mamasela has stated on a number
of occasions that he was first assigned
to kill the Ribeiros. .

The Mail & Guardian understands
the Ribeiro killings were masterminded
by the security police in the Northern
Transvaal. There is no evidence to

~ directly link Boshigo with the double

slaying, but he has
apparently provided
.. o important informa-
S | tion in the ongoing
investigation:
Former security
policernan General
“Suiker” Brits was

originally in charge

ooy i of the invesatigation

IIII

mat at the Port Eliza- ; E

into the murder of
the Ribeiros. He told

i the 1989 Harms

Commission into hit

squads, that his car,
e with the docket in
the boot, had been
stolen.

Recently he was
put on to the re-
| opened investigation
into the murder of

.....

' ﬁ@ﬁ

and failed to make
any  significant
progress, even though the names of
the men who carried out the assassi-
nation have been known since 1989,
when renegade policernan Dirk Coet-
zee told the world about hit squads.
News about impending crimina!l
prosecutions comes as the truth com-
rission sits to hear detailed accounts
of atrocities committed under

apartheid, and some by the liberation

Local cmpany ..
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proof tyres just made at a fac-
- tory in Carletonville mark the
i beginnings of what is expected
to become a multi-million rand indus-
fry for South Africa.

The main design project started in
1991, when military users asked the
Defence Research and Development
Council and Allthane Technologies
International, to find a sojution to the
high cost of tyre punctures. -

Together they have devised a
polyurethane replacement to pnieu-

matic rubber tyres. While the first

designs were smooth, there is now a
treaded version, with vane-like spaces
all around the rim.

A provisional patent was filed in
early 1996, but the fine detail is top

secret as attorneys carry out thorough -

patent searches in Australia, France,
Germany, Japan, the United Kingdom
and the United States, Then a further
R40 000 will be spent to register
patents in all those countries.

At the same time, extensive meet-
ings have been held with Chinese sci-
entists and industrialists. John
French, project manager of Allthane,
said: “The market there is vast. They
could use more tyres than we could

Griffiths Mzxenge

British politician will
co-operate with truth body

Mungo Soggot
J OHN LLOYD, the former activist

who gave evidence which led to

the hanging of the 1964 station
bomber John Harris and which
prompted the British Labour Party to
scupper his political career, has apol-
ogised “unreservedly” and agreed to
co-operate with the truth commis-
sion.

Fellow Armed Resistance Move-
ment {ARM) member Hugh Lewin,
one of Lloyd’'s harshest critics,
recently called on Lloyd to give evi-
dence to the commission.

In a letter to the Mail & Guardian
this week, Lloyd rejected an accusa-
tion by Lewin in this newspaper ear-
lier this year that he had “never apol-
ogised to those he gave evidence
against or shown public contrition”.
Lloyd says: “For my part, I unre-
sexvedly apologise to Hugh. It is the
greatest regret of my life that I
lacked the moral strength to resist in
November 1964. I said so publicly in
The Guardian in August 1965 and I
say 80 publicly again. I would be most
willing to co-operate with the Truth
and Reconciliation Commission.”

In a British Sunday newspaper,
Lewin, who has accepted a post at
the commission, was quoted as say-
ing: “There can be no reconciliation,

no question of redemption, no ques-
tion of forgiveness.” :

Lloyd notes: “If he has now
changed that view, I welcome it.”
Lewin is in Holland and could not be
reached for comment.

Earlier this month the British
Labour Party refused to sanction
Lloyd's application to stand as a par-
liamentary candidate. After months
of research, the party’s general sec-
retary, Tom Sawyer, and a five-mem-
ber panel found that Lloyd's lack of
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openness over his role in Harris's
execution had brought into question

his credibility and integrity as a can-

didate.
Lewin was seen as playing a major
role in alerting the Labour Party to

Lloyd's past. When Lloyd was
released after giving evidence
against Harris and the other young
white members of the ARM, he went
to Britain, where he refused to assist

in a campaign to save Harris's life.
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movements — and it is likely these two
cases and others will be heard over the
next 18 months in tandem with the
truth commmission.

This vindicates Justice Minister Dul-
lah Omar’s statement this week that
the truth commission would not pre-
vent the courts from prosecuting peo-
ple who carried out massive human
rights abuse in the apartheid era.

Omar told a conference on security
in Pretoria there had been some mis-

atents
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ever make.”

Tyres are big business for military
users and for heavy industry, particu-
larly mining. An insider commented
on espionage attempts: “We've had
people from General and Michelin
hanging around, trying to photograph
our tests. We had to confiscate a cam-
era from one guy who was just point-
ing it in our direction and taking pic-
tures on motordrive,”

Spooks should not surprise the mil-
tary, but Armscor was alarmed when,
a mere 17 minutes after a prototype
failed at the Gerotek vehicle test facil-
ity outside Pretoria, it was mentioned
in casual conversation by someone in

understanding about the granting of

amnesty to perpetrators who applied
to the truth commission.

There would not be automatic
ammnesty for such offences and the oper-
aton of the truth commission did not
mean there would be no prosecutions,

If prima facie evidence emerged
against an individual who had not
applied for amnesty, the attorney gen-
eral would be bound to prosecute if a
conviction was likely to be secured.

a head office corridor. |

Not only do all those involved want
to recoup the R2,4-million develop-
ment costs, but the potential employ-
men{ and foreign exchange benefits to
South Africa are vast.

Finite element analysis on the tyres

"It may also happen that the [comn-
mission’s| amnesty committee refuses
an application for amnesty,” Omar
said. “In such an event also, the per-
petrator may be charged with a crimi-
nal offence,

“It is therefore wrong to characterise
the truth commission process as one
which will exclude justice and crimi-
nal trials,” Omar said. “The granting of
amnesty does not mean that there will
be no justice.”

puncture every runming 11km, mak-
ing the tyres contribute more than
10% of the total running cost per kilo-
metre. While these features are com-
mon to many military vehicles around
the world, the last thing soldiers want
to do in a contlict is to have to change

was completed at the University of a wheel.

Pretoria in April. This involved
immersing the material in oil, stretch-
ing and squeezing it at different tem-
peratures to see how it elongates and
compresses under different condi-
tions. All this data is then fed into a
computer to simulate loads on the
material.

o v the end of this year, a 35cm
- wide, 50cm inside diameter,
ey puncture-proof tyre will be for
sale. While each one, at about R8 500,
will cost twice as much as a conven-
tonal military tyre, it is expected to
run for some 8 500km, whereas a con-
ventional counterpart would run for
3 000km if it didn’t puncture.
Rooikat Armoured Car tyres can

Add to that the flammability of ruh-
ber and vehicle burnouts are com-
mon. Even the heat generated by rub-
ber tyres in normal use helps enemies
locate a vehicle by its infra-red signal.
And then there is the cost of support
vehicles to consider, with their loads of
spare wheels and tyres. The new tyres
remove all these problems.

Whether the polyurethane tyre will
also one day replace ordinary car tyres
is not yet up for discussion. But the
puncture-proof prototype from Car-
letonwville proves not only that it makes
good sense to reinvent the wheel, but
that a host of civilian spin-offs from
military hardware may doubly justify
the existence of the much maligned
defence budget,
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| District
| tenants& /) ,_

\ hopmg for
a rep ﬂeve
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THE District SIX COMm-
l munity in Osborne

Street and Francis
Street is negofiating an
agreement which' could
see them become the
| owners of theirhomes.

The residents said
they were negntlatmg-- .
| with financial institu-
tions, public sector
organisations and indi-
viduals, and had had a
l “positive response”.
They said they faced an
l uncertain future
| because their homes
were up for sale.

But owner Sydny
Schach said tenants in
Osborne and Francis
streets were not faced
| with eviction because ;
they were protected by
the Rent Control Act.

He said the cost of
subdividing the prop-
erties, which would
allow tenants to apply
for their own bonds,
would be R15 000 a cot-
tage, making the total

bill R675 000. .
| Mr Schach disagreed
| that the two streets
“were in District Six..
l But District 8ix Civic

Association chairman
Anwar Nagia said some
parts had escaped the
Group Areas Act
hecause they were

zoned business.
; I - -
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AS A GROWING NUMBER OF

'FAMILIES RECALL THE SORROW

District 0 land

claims tlood in

of the Regional Land Claims Commission, the staff are
hard-pressed to cope, and lack the resources they need to
do the job, Political Writer HENRY LUDSKI reports.

N OLD man bursts into

tears as he recalls watching

iis home in District Six
being bulldozed. And Mrs-Marjorie
Bosch, 66, struggles to piece
together her son’s tattered baptism
certificate, which she is using to
help verity that her familv lived at
26 Mount Road, District Six.

These are some of the scenes
being played out at the Strand
Street offices of the Regional Land
Claims Commisston as families
who were subject to forced
removals stream in to lodge land
restitution claims,

This week the commission,
already struggting to cope with
claims, was unexpectedly
swamped by hundreds of families
wanting to beat a Tuesday April 30
deadline for laying District Six
claims.

The deadline is expected to be
extended to give more families an
opportunity to lodge claims.

But scores of families who had
been forced to move from other
areas by the Group Areas Act were
under the mistaken impression
that D-dav tor their respective
areas had arrived. And they too
crammed into the small commis-
sion office.

Commtission staff were eventu-
ally torced to use their main board-
room to accommodate the over-
tlow as, one after anothet, people

began relating their experiences.

Their recollections were
touched with nostalgia for districts
that are no more.

Bosch and her sister Ms Nancv
de la Grange recall the movies they
saw at the British in Caledon
dtreet, the National in William
Street and the Star in Hanover
Street.

They speak of Saturday evening
dances at the Ex-Servicemen's
Club and “my mother dragging us
out early the next morning with a
broomstick”.

Bosch says: “Later, after we
were evicted and our home was
demotished, [ travelled to work by
bus, and whenever we passed a
particular pole [ remembered, I
used to become upset when I told
my friends that that was where |
had Hved.”

Mrs Margaret Wentzel, 66, and
her sister Mrs Helen jordaan, 79,
tell of their removal as they show
“the papers” that confirm that
their father, Mr John Brinks
Davids, received a mere £69 (R138)
for his 9 000m? propertv in Krom-
boom Estate.

Jordaan says she still teels a
tinge of sadness when she rides
past her old home and remembers
those “happy vears”.

“We had a big property. [ was
heartbroken when we moved. |
had alwavs thought that we would
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STAKING THEIR CLAIM: Land restitution claimants (from left) Mrs gmﬂmﬁ Wentzel, Mrs Helen Jordaan, Mrs Mymoena Firfrey and (back) Mrs
Moemiena Samsodien discuss their claims at the regional offices of the Land Claims Commission.

be able to grow up there.”

She and her sister now live in
Athione. “We don’'t want the prop-
erty back. We want to be paid out,”
she tells an official firmly.

The flood of claims, and the
complexity of most of them, has
brought home very starkly the seri-
ous problem the commission faces
in dealing with more claims than
were expected.

It also comtes at a time when
land-sector NGOs and civic associ-
ations facilitating the land claims
of communities have begun open-
v to voice their concerns and
doubts about the commission’s
ability to cope.

The commission, which has
onlv a small staff to deal with

ciaims from the whole of the West-
ern Cape and Northern Cape, has
also been criticised for not having

done enough to “reach out” to dis-
possessed families.

Ms Sohra Dawood of the Sur-
plus People Project, a land claims

researcher working on Group
Areas claims, blames a “combina-

tion of factors” for the problem.

These factors include that not
enough publicity was givento the
right of people to claim and that
the commission has insufficient
resources.

“Dealing with land claims is a
time-consuming process, and
although I believe that people at
the commission have a genuine
desire to bring forward asmany
claims as is possible, it is evident
the commission hasn‘t the capaci-
ty to process and research the vol-
ume of claims they are receiving,”
Dawood said.

“My real concern is that insuffi-

cient resources have been allocated
to the work of the commission,
and this could undermine the
whole process.”

Mr Anwar Nagia of the District
Six Civic Association expressed
surprise at the small number of
people submitting claims for Dis-
trict Six and other areas.

“lI don't believe it has been
made sufficiently clear that ten-
ants who rented property for more
than 10 years are also entitled to
lodge restitution claims,” he said.

Most of the families forced to
move from District Six occupied
rented homes.

The commission has received
only about 2 000 claims for the
Western Cape and Northern Cape,
although an estimated 50 000 fam-
ilies were moved under the Group
Areas Act.

PICTURE: NIC BOTHMA

Most of the removals in the
Western Cape were under the
Group Areas Act and in terms of
influx control regulations.

Western Cape Regional Land
Commissioner, Mr Wallace Mgoqi,
conceded that the commission
lacks resources, He said this prob-
lem had been raised with Land
Aftairs Minister Derek Hanekom.

“We are facing severe con-
straints and need more resources,
but we are aware of the importance
of containing government expen-
diture,” he said.

Mgoqi estimated that the com-
mission would require double their
present resources to “come up to
speed”. |

He said that the critical part
would be to bolster the research

componernt of the commission’s
wOIK.
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DISTRICT SIX residents who
escaped the group areas
removals and who now wish to
buy the properties they rent,
were “disappointed” and “heart.
broken” yesterday when their
collective offer of R1-million
was rejected. |

Some of the families have
lived in the houses, a block of
Victorian cottages in Oshorne
and Francis Streets on the fringe
of the now-flattened District Six,
for the past 70 years. |

. They escaped forced removal
on a technicality because the
area was zoned for semi-indus.
trial use.

But with the increase in
demand for land in District Six
due to-burgeoning develop-
ment, the value of the 45 quaint
terraced cottages — built before
1 1887 — has escalated. The

OWner, city advocate My Sydney
[k Schach, wants R1,5 million, )

The R1 million offer by the

embattled residents comes with

the backing of city attorney Mr
Ahmed Essop, who has stood

‘them surety and who insists

that this is al] the properties are
worth,

About 50 Osborne and Fran-
CIs Streets residents yesterday
gathered outside Schach’s city
offices where they anxiously
awaited news of whether he
would accept their offer.

When the residents left, they
were disappointed but not
despondent,

“We haven't lost the fight
yet,” said Mrs Hilary Domingo
of 21 Osborne Street, who has

lived in her home for the past18

years. Her mother-in-law had
lived there for 43 years before
her,

Mrs Aziza Kannemeyer, the
chairperson of the Osborne and
Francis Streets Committee, said
her family had lived in their
house at 7 Osborne Street for the
past 70 years: “I was born here
and so was my mother. Her
mother had lived here before
that. She moved in as a 17-vear-
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old bride, and she died two
weeks ago”.

Mrs Kannemeyer said that
although the residents felt they
had paid for their properties
“over and over again” through
rentals, they were prepared to
pay to own the houses.

But they feel that R1 miilion
is all the 45 two-bedroom cot-
tages on the fringe of District Six
are worth, and they are not pre-
pared to pay more. |

Schach has insisted on sel].
ing the terraced Cottages en bloc
to avoid the cost of subdividing
the properties. |

This has made it Impossible
for the families to obtain indi-
vidual bonds, and they have
been hard-pressed to get.finan-
cial backing since the properties
Were put up for sale on the open
market last month.

Kannemeyer said the resi-
dents had arranged g follow-up
meeting with Schach on May 13
in the hope that he: might
feconsider their offer, Schach

- was not nrenared to comment. |
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VIILLION-RAND OFFER: Rushieda Kannemeyer, centre, of the Osborne/Francis Streets community
y letter from millionaire philanthropist Anmed Essop, in which he lays out his offer to stand surety for the community

n their bid to buy their own homes. On her left is Aunty Grace Barron, 77, who was born
re up for sale.
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in the historic terraces which

Picture: ROY WIGLEY, The Argus.
in District Six, accepts
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Wealthy philanthropist pledges his financial suppoi

ANDREA WEISS
Metro Reparter

A WEALTHY philanthropist
has stepped in to help the com-
munity of Osborne/Francis
streets in District Six secure
their homes, by offering to stand
surety for them in their dealings
with landlord Sydney Schach.
The community's plight was
first highlighted in The Argus
last week when the National
Monuments Council warned
that the historie Victorian ter-
races were up for sale and the
future of the last survivors of
District Six in jeopardy.
Ahmed Essop, a property
developer, accompanied a del-
egation of the community to Mr
Schach’s offices yesterday,
where they put in a R1-million
offer to purchase the 45 houses,
whose occupants are survivors

of the District Six forced
removals. |
Mr Schach will take 10 days to

consider the offer, which he

described to the delegation as
too low. |

If the offer is accepted, how-
ever, the houses will be trans-
ferred into the name of a non-
profit company, which will have
all the tenants as members. The
next step will be to subdivide
the properties to enable indi-
vidual residents to secure bonds
and become fully-fledged own-
ers in their own right.

Several professionals, among
them lawyers and quantity sur-
veyors who have ties with Dis-
trict Six, have also offered their
services to the community for
free.

Mr Essop described the offer
to purchase as “the first step to
secure the property so that no

other party comes in and pur-
chases the land from under-
neath them.,

“I'm doing it because I firmly
believe that those who have
prospered in the new South
Africa have a responsibility to
assist in the upliftment and eco-
nomic empowerment of others,”
he said.

The terraces escaped the
Group Areas Act because they
are located below Eastern
Boulevard, in an area which
was zoned for industrial use,
but falls within the boundaries
of what is recognised as being
District Six.

Many members of the com-
munity turned out to await the
outcome of the meeting - among
them 77-vear-old Grace Barron
who was born in the house,
Oshorne Villa, in which she still
lives.

Anwah Nagia, chairman o
the District Six Civic Assocla
tion, which has been instru
mental in helping the commu
nity, said if they managed t
secure their homes, it woul
be the first time In 70 year
they would have freed them
selves from ‘“the bondage o
landlords”.

He criticised banks, the gov
ernment and the Cape Tow
City Council for “giving us th
run-around’”. Only one bank ha
taken the community seriousl
- namely the Cape of Good Hop
Bank - which was willing {o con
sider bond applications fro
residents once the propertie
were subdivided, he said.

Mr Nagia said people wer
“sick and tired of red-lining’
and communities would boy-
cott those institutions which
perpetuated the practice.
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Churches in bid t

reclaim
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AT LEAST THREE District Six churches, w0 still standing and

the other long since demolished, have

lodged claims to have

lost jand and property returned 1o their congregations. Political

Writer HENRY LUDSKI reports.

REE historic District SIX

churches, St Mark’s, Moravian

Hill and the Bethel AME

church, have lodged claims 1o have

lost land or property returned to their
congregations.

They have joined hundreds of

Western Cape families and organisa-

rions who have staked claims with
the regional Land Claims Cominis-
sion, the settlement of which is
expected to cost the government mil-
lions of rands.

Churches have always been.

among the biggest landowners in
South Africa and they were also
among the biggest losers of land and
property under the Group Areas Act.

This weekend the claims process
gained further momenturn with the
publication of government notices
detailing the first case to be investi-
gated by the Land Claims Commis-
sion in the Western Cape.

The Rev Marty October of the
Moravian church, who started his
career as a priest at the historic Ashley
Street church — a National Monu-

' ment now owned by the Cape Tech-

nikon and used as a sports and recre-
ation centre for students — said the
church had decided to reclaim the
property because it still had a congre-
gation in the area. _
Ever since Moravian Hill closed it
doors after an emotional last service
on 19 October 1980, a few congrega-
tion members from nearby Spring-
feld Terrace and Walmer Estate have

spent their Sunday mornings at Holy
Cross Catholic Church in District SiX.
Most of the original congregation are
now scattered throughout the West-
ern Cape, mainly in Hanover Park
and Mitchells Plain.

«Our church has been a District
Six landmark for more than a hun-
dred years and is still seen as the
cathedral of the Moravian Church in
the Western Cape. To see it and not
to be able to use it, is a cause of great
unhappiness among out members,”
says October as he points out old
photographs of the church where he
was ordained as a minister in 1978.

The Moravian Church was sold to
the Cape Technikon (for RSO0 000}
which converted and renovated the
building for student use.

October said he had approached
the technikon last year to get it 1o
return Moravian Hill to the church,
but was told that this could “present
certain practical problems”.

Technikon registrar Mr Jacques
van Zyl said that although the tech-
nikon was not able to return the
Moravian Hill complex to the
church, it was willing to allow mem-
bers of the former church limited use
of the building for weddings and
other church events.

Said October: “I've been back to
the old church a few times and when-
ever I'm there a range of emotions
runs through me. I feel sad, and
sometimes angry, when I think back
to the days when [ was able to ride
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RETURN OUR LAND: The Rev Marty October who is leading a battle by his

church to have the historic Moravian Hill church retu med to the members of

its congregation. . -

PICTURE: NIC BOTHMA
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~round the area on my motorcycle to
visit members of my congregation.
Later, after many of them moved to
Hanover Park, 1 used to ride out there
quite often to visit them.

“One feels sad when you remem-
ber the good relationships which
existed in the community and how

this spirit, which is now jost forever, |

was broken.”

He also remembers how people
cried when the nearby AME church
was demolished.

The Rev Andre Lewin of the
African Methodist Episcopal (AME)
Church said the church had instruct-
ed its attorney to lodge claims with
the regional Land Claims Commis-
sion in respect of several properties in
the Western Cape which it had lost
as a result of the Group Areas Act.

“We believe that there must be

some form of reparation or restitu-
tion for the evils which were perpe-
erated by the previous government,

“Tpe Bethel Mission in District SIX
is regarded as our mother church. If
we get the land back we will definite-
ly erect a building which will serve as
2 memorial to the place where we
once were.”

Lewin, who described the Group
Areas Act as “one of the most vicious
laws ever enacted”, said “it played
havoc with peoples’ lives and tore at
the very heart of the community”.

Almost his entire Hazendal con-
gregation were originally from Dis-
trict Six and although the place
would never be the same again, many
of them would love to returil.

The AME Bethel Mission which
was situated on the corner of Blythe
and Hanover streets was relocated to
Hazendal in 1975 shortly before the
building was demolished, said Lewin.

On the wall of his office door
Lewin has a poster showing the final
destruction of the church.

A church magazine recalls the
days on which families bade farewell
to the historic church.

“On Sunday afternoon December |

7,1975 at 15h00 AME ministers,
members and friends gathered for the
last time in the historic Bethel Memo-
rial.

“Tears flowed freely as the songs
of Zion were sung in this beloved

meeting place ... Then the doors were |

locked and the congregations and
friends proceeded to Hazendal to

enter the new sanctuary.”

St Mark’s Anglican church warden
Mr Donald Hendricks confirmed yes-
terday that the church had recently
lodged a land claim in respect of a
stretch of District Six land.

The church, which stands within
the perimeter of the technikon prop-
erty, refused to sell the historic build-
ing to the technikon. However, part
of the ground on which the tech-
nikon now stands was once occupied
by the St Mark's Primary School and a
three-storey community centre.
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B Home sweet home after

__ BB _ 2 AT i y 74| JOSEPH ARANES imu‘m\ 6 wa?. sale. He wanted R15

Municipal Staff _ million for them; the residents
put in a bid of R1 million.
SHE never thought it would hap- Now, with the help of a local
pen in her lifetime — but at the businessman, Ahmed Essop,
age of 77, Grace Barron finallyis  the sword of Damocles that has
set to become a homeowner, been hanging over the heads of
thanks to a R1,3 million deal Osborne Street residents has
that has rescued residents living  been lifted, and they will final-
in the remnants of District Six. 1y be given the chance to buy
There was dancing in thelr homes.
Osborne Street when residents Mr Schach, the residents and
threatened by removal heard of Mr Essop reached agreement
the deal. that the cottages would be
Mrs Barron was born in an  priced at R1,3 million. |
Osborne Street fisherman’s cot- Anwah Nagia, chairman of
tage on the outskirts of Dis- the District Six Civic Asso-
trict Six in Cape Town and saw  ciation criticised several {inan-
the bulldozing of the houses of  cial institutions, which he felt
her neighbours and friends in  were giving the community the
some of the area’s other sfreets, run-around. “Only one bank -
and their forced resettlement Cape of Good Hope Bank ~had
on the Cape Flats in terms of taken the community seriously,
the Group Areas Act. and with Mr Essop has made it
Osborne Street’s houses possible for the people to buy !
were spared because, their homes.”
although it was part of Dis- The houses will now be trans-
trict Six, it was zoned for ferred into the name of a non-
industrial use, and the owner profit Section 21 company, with
o e R e IR e s 1 of the cottages, Sydney all tenants as members. They
o o . . Schach, allowed the tenants to  will then sub-divide the proper-
_. . .  Picture: LEON MULLER, Chief Photographer. - o a4, ties to enable individual resi-
YYFUL OCCASION: Fadiah Daniels and Grace Barron cannot contain their excitement as they thank Ahmed Essop But then Mr Schach put the dents to secure bonds and
r helping them to own their Osborne Street homes. _ 45 historic Victorian terraces become owners in their own right.




RESTITUTION CLAIIVIANTS 10 GET PRIORITY . .,

Apartment blo ck

1 1ilblgb

AN APARTMENT block project covering the empty space in
District Six is likely to be built — making it unlikely old ten-
ants will get back their land. PETER DENNEHY reports.

E bad news, for around 400
people who have put in resti-
tution claims after being

evicted from District Six three
decades ago under the Group Areas
Act, is that they are unllkely to get
back the same land.

The Community Land Trust —
due to become the owner of the
land — the city council, and the

.provincial government are to
" announce today that an approach
is to be made to the Land Claims
Court to set aside the nearly 40ha
of vacant land in District Six for a
huge apartment block project.

That means no District Six

claimant is likely to get back their

original land.

The good news for the evicted is
that they are likely to be given pri-
ority when it comes to allocating
tenants or buyers for the new flats.

Land Trust chief executive offi-
cer Mt Basil Davidson said yester-
day that the restitution process,
which will go through the Land
Claims Court, is being separated
from the redevelopment process.

He said there was broad agree-
ment, in the District Six Develop-

ment Forum, that what is built in
the area should be low rise, but
high density.

Two- and three-storey walk—up
flats would be suitable.

Details such as how many flats
there should be in total, how much
they should cost and how many of
them would be for rental and how

many for sale, have yet to be

wotked out.

Mr Justice Siraj Desai, chairmarn
of the Land Trust, has explained
why a section 34 application to the

Land Claims Court, exempting the
- .. District Six land fmm claims, is
‘desirable.

‘Redress of the wrongs would be
more equitable this way, because
“thousands” could be catered for in
a single redevelopment, Judge
Desai said.

“Fragmented restoration of
land in District Six would only con-
tinue the ad hoc development of
the eastern sector of the City centre
started by apartheid planners.”

Besides, it seemed unfair to
grant some former owners their
land back, if they were lucky
enough for it still to be undevel-

scheme for D istrict 6

(=21)

oped, whlle others could not get
back their land because the tech-
nikon had been built on it.

Giving some people their origi-
nal piece of land would make It
impossible to draw up a plan for

the development of the entire area.

Planners close to the Land Trust
have said about 60% of the land, in
the old days, had been owned by
whites.

Most of the people who were
evicted from District Six had been
tenants. In almost all cases, their
landlords had received some Com-
pensation from the state — 1ot

that this could ever justify race- |

based evictions.
It was likely that tliose who had

«owned property in District $ix 30

or more years ago would not be
inclined to move into an inner-city
flat nowadays.

One of the guiding principles
steering the Land Trust is that it
will try to benefit those who have
been “socially, economically and
politically disadvantaged”.

The trust will seek to create an
environment which fits in well
with the types of buildings suz-
rounding it. Its planners also want
to work against the trend of dis-
placing poor communities on the
outlying edges of the city.
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District Six buil

T

PETER DENNEHY

THE redevelopment of District 3ix would
start next year and about 4 000 households
would be settled there, Mr Basil Davidson,
chief executive officer of the Cape lown
Community Land Trust, said at a news

d-up next year
12]6[4b (3

The trust, Cent¥al city council and
provincial government applied to the Land
Claims Court on Monday to exempt Dis-
trict Six land from being returned to the
600 or so claimants who were dispossessed
or evicted.

The application will probably be heard

1

conference yesterday. at the end of next month. C_
The trust would own nearly 45ha of Davidson said claimants could still | p
District Six — roughly 88 residential unts receive restitution through the court. in
per hectare. He added that in all likelihcod, the ben- -~
But District Six would not be a housing eficiaries of the redevelopment plan “will 21
scheme, Davidson said. It would consist of come from the pool of claimants oI .
shops and houses, but not shopping com-  prospective claimants”. the
plexes. Flats might be built above the The public will take part in the plan- | bu

shops.
“We want a variety of activities, a
vibrant area,” he said.

ning process, mainly through the District

Six Development Forum, which has about | shi

30 member organisations.
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District Six plan boosted-
by applicgtion forland

K] "
Samantha Sharpe {? | é
CAPE TOWN — Plans to revitalise District Six have
movedup a gear, with a joint Cape Town City Council »
“and provineial government application in the Land,,
Claims Court to have vacant land at the site set aside: .
for redevelopment.
Community Land Trust CEO Basil Davidson said ;
yesterday the application had asked for 45ha of land. .
to be used for “an integrated, high density, mixed use '
and affordable housing precinct, with ex-residents
targeted as prime beneficiaries”. _—
A favourable Land Claims Court ruling would .
open the way for the redevelopment of District Six on
a broadly inclusive process. But Community Land..,
Trust chairman Siraj Desai said while the applica- _
' tion was carefully considered, if was not “aospel”. N
“The proper forum for this matter to be ventilated.,
i the Land Claims Court, and former District Six/’
" residents are free to bring their own claims or to op-
" pose the development project,” Desai said. L
" 'The development was expected to accommodate ,
about 4 000 households, with the Cape Town Com-
munity Trust to hold the land and facilitate the re- ,
development process. Means to finance the project_;
were being investigated, Davidson said. o
' He said it was accepted that District Six could not
be restored to its former self, but the initiative could.;
«unleash the full potential of the site and create 2 ‘
vibrant inner city area capable of revitalising.and.
bringing life back to central Cape Town”. ey
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application

JOSEPH ARANES
Municipal Staff

THE battle to redevelop Distriet Six
into a vibrant community is almost
certain to be settled in the Land
Claims--Court after the Cape Town
Community Land Trust lodged an
application with the court on Monday

~for the integrated and holistic devel-
~opment of all vacant land in the area.

The trust’s application has the sup-
purt of the Central substructure (Cape
“Town City Council), the provincial gov-
erﬂment and the Distriet Six Devel-
ﬂpment Forum.. -

“If the Section 34 apphcatmn is suc-
r:essful former residents of the area

- Whﬂ Were: fnrmbly removed under

aparthmd’a Group Areas Act and who
haye stbiifted claims, will not be

-al:;le ‘to'get back their original prop-

ertles
‘While no date has been agreed to for
the-court to hear the application, it is

‘understood that the application will

probably be one of its first.

‘Chairman of the trust Seraj Desai
said the history of District Six was an
unfortunate saga of events and
mishaps, but that the present appli-
cation would bring all aspects fogeth-
er In respect of a vision to see the area
redeveloped for all the people of Cape
Town.

“This is a carefully considered pro-
posal which took 18 months to draft.
We have submitted it to the court but
hope that people who feel aggrieved by
the contents will use the opportunity to
debate the issue in court.

“Those with objections must come
forward and present their cases to
the eourt, but we believe this is the
best option for the area. It will pull
together the remaining 45hectares of
vacant land with a variety of design
styles in an Integrated way so that an
important section of Cape Town can
become vibrant and alive again.”

Mr Desal said they were still having
ongoing fights and negotiations about
privately owned land, and with the
Cape Technikon,

“We have managed to get some of
the land back and are still wrestling
with the technikon to get land back
from them so all the vacant land ecan
he returned to the people,” he said.

Basil Davidson, chief executive offi-
cer of the Community Land Trust, said

/I}t

their redevelopment initiative pre-
dated the land claims process by.sev-
eral years, and that the application
represented a unique opportunity for
merging development and restitution
in District Six in an innovative way.

“It is generally accepted that the
area cannot be restored to its former
self. Few of the original properties
exist as they used to and much land
has been lost to new development.
Many properties are situated under
roads and scattered haphazardly
across vacant land.

“The application offers an oppor-
tunity for the creation of an integrated,
high density, mixed use and affordable
4 000 housing unit precmct with the ex-
residents targeted as prime beneﬁ—
ciaries.

“This would unleash the full poten-
tial of the site and create a vibrant
inner city area capable of revitalising
and bringing back life to central Cape
Town,” Mr Davidson said.

Cape Town City Planner Dave
Daniels said the council had heen
involved in the process for the past six
years and agreed that the only rational
way to develop the area was to do it in
an integrated way.

“We can create the opportunity for
people to live closer to the city which
is the most important employment
node in the metropole, and the inner
city development could be used as a
model for the rest of the country.”

Errol Myburg, director of regional
co-ordination for the provincial gov-
ernment, said they were fully sup-
portive and firmly believed that the
application was the correct way to get
the process of development moving
forward in District Six.

Copies of the application with affi-
davits and supporting documents may
be viewed at;

® The municipal reference library
in the Civic Centre,

® Room 932 in the Provincial Leg-
islature Building,

® Public libraries in Cape T{}WII
Athlone, Hanover Park and Westridge,

® Cape Town, Athlone, Bellville,
Wynberg and Mitchell’s Plain Magis-
trate’s Courts,

® The Regional Land Claims Com-
missioner’s office, Matrix House,

| Strand Street, Cape Town, and

® At the offices of the Trust’s attor-
neys, Mallinicks, Long Street.
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NEW DISTRICT SI1X: The Community Land Trust’'s planning bound-
aries for District Six which incorporate the area’s vacant land which is
subject to a Section 34 application that was lodged with the Land Claims

Court on Monday.
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District S]X
land handled -
as group claim

THE process of land distri- .
bution followed in District
Six was an excellent exam-
ple of how to reconcile dit-
ferent needs and priorities,
Land Affairs Minister -

Derek Hapekom said yes-
terdayQ: > ) o
The =1 1 ; |
the Restitution of Land ..
Rights'Had announced aij
claims for District Six land
would be handled together
as a group claim to expe-
dite the process,
- “In the meantime, the
Cape Town Community
Land Trust — in conjunc-
tion with the Transitional
Metropolitan Substructure |
and the province — is co- o
- ordinating efforts to rede- 1
velop District Six and re-
- Infegrate into the city.”

On Monday these bod-
1es asked the Land Claims
Gourt to exempt District
Six from being returned to
individual claimants:-—-

| Political Writer,

==




to regam land

I JOSEPH ARANES
Muntcipal Staff

pared to:-go to the Constitutional Court to
| challenge. the plan to develop the site with-
out giving-land back to mdmdual victims of
forced removals.

They are challenging the Cape: Town

Central substructure, which lodged the
plan w1th the Land Restitution'Court.

In terms of the application by.these
| atuthorities under Section 34 of the Land
Restitution Act, the former remdents, who

| were forcibly I‘Emnved from the area, will.
not be able to get their original prupertles:'

back.

claim for their land to the Land Restitution
| Court by Monday, they will cede all their
rights to the land.

The District Six Civic Assmcmtwn and a

isations and institutions have decided to
oppose the Section 34 application and will
l be holding a public meeting on Sunday to
test the views-aof the former residents.
Anwar Nagia of the civic association
said most residents were confused, trau-
matised and in the dark about what was
happening about the future of District Six.

| under one roof so a clear strategy could be
‘worked out to challenge this Section 34
application. We cannot tolerate a situa-
tion where, after 30 years of being forced
out of the1r homes, the residents are now
faced with an uncertain and traumatised
| future and are again the victims of this new
situation.

“In terms of the Land Restitution Act, the
people have a right to get their land back,

| government are using the Section 34 appli-
-cation to deny people this right. Yet these
same bodies have negotiated for months
and have paid excessive amounts of money
to large companies to buy back land they
acquired in the area after if was declared
| white in terms of the Group Areas Act.

FORM TR residents of DlStI‘IEt Slx are pre-

Community Land Trust, Western Cape:
I. provineial government and the Cape Town..

If thé. former owners do not submit a

number of other District Six-based organ--

“We will be bringing them all together

but the city counecil and the provincial

| should be guaranteed involvement in the |

“Instead of negotiating with the victims
as well, the Land Trust and the local gOV-
| ernment authorities want the former resi-

dents to again sacrifice their rights.”

He said the civic association was not
against the integrated development of Dis-
| trict Six but felt that the former residents

development..

I Mr Nagla said if the authorities wanted |
to use District Six as an example of how
land restitution could work, then they
needed to negotiate with the residents and
| try to find a solution that would be accept- |

able to all.

“The government must also put a freeze
| on the fransfer of land it owned until the |
whole restitution process is completed in
the country and they must not use Section
34 as a stopgap measure to block individ- |
uals from claiming their land back.

“We will challenge the application in the
| Land Claims Court and in the Constitu-

tional Court if need be, because we cannot
allow this application to be used as a
precedent to stop proper land restitution.”
® The District Six Civic Association will
I hold a public meeting to discuss the future
development of District Six and the Section
34 application at 2pm on Sunday at the
| Shelley Street Hall in Salt River. .
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WHERE TO NOW? Former District Six resident Mr Mogamat Cassiem, 85, now living in Grassy Park, is facing an uncertain future, while'a legal battle
looms over the possible development of District Six. e PICTURE: BENNY GOOL

ass ct 0 develop

LINDIZ VAN ZILLA unantmously opposed such devel-  dents, who wereTorcibly removed A tica should be sold until land

- . _ | opment. from the area, will not be able to  restitution had taken place”.
FORMER District Six residents will Plans for the development had  get their original properties back. Calls were also made for the

Iadg_e an application with the Land  already been lodged with the Land The meeting was headed by the ~ immediate scrapping of Section 34
Claims Court today to block the  Claims Court by the Cape Town  District Six Civic Association’s Mr  from the Land Restitution Act,

proposed en-masse development  Community Land Trust, Western ~ Anwar Nagia, who said the people Other community groups,
of District Six, ignoring individual ~ Cape provincial government and  of District Six should not be dispos-  including the District Six Museum
land claims by former residents. Cape Town Central substructure. sessed for a second time, and Ratepayers’ Association were

At a meeting in Salt River yes- Under Section 34 of the Land Nagia called for all state land to  equally vehement in opposing the
terday, about 300 former residents ~ Restitution Act the former resi-  be frozen, saying “no land in South proposed development.
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Plea to rethink court

bid on District SIX

| STAFF WRITER - C,\ @)

THE District Six Civic Asseciauon is to ask

the Cape Town City Council to reconsider

its application to the Land Claims Court
about District Six.

Early last month the counil was one of

three bodies that applied to the Land
Claims Court to exempt District Six prop-
erties from being returned to their original
owners.

The council wants ali vacant land in
District Six initially to be under a single
ownership so that a co-ordinated develop-
ment can be planned.

The other two bodies are the provincial
government and the Community Land
Trust, which is to become the owner of the
land if the application succeeds.

The application is due to be argued in
the Land Claims Court at the end of this
month, but it seems it will be postponed.

The application has prompted an

outcry, mainly from the District Six Civic

Association and the Ex-Residents and
Traders Action Commititee. Both of these
have withdrawn from the District Six
Development Forum.

Mr Anwar Nagia, who chairs the District
Six Civic Association, said the application
would be opposed in court. “One of the

q-

c_'l' 2% ,’57- ‘1 et

-arguments is that the white people who
used to own most of the District Six proper-
ty will get most of the benefits of restitu-
tion. This is nonsense because those whites
were not dispossessed under the Group

:Areas Act. The area was declared white.”

Nagia said people whose rights had
been violated were being dragged to court
again, potentially at great expense.

A National Restitution Front was being

~formed to put the case for those who had

lost rights in property under apartheid and
were struggling to gain restitution, he said.

When people were deprived of their
property or of the chance to get it back, it
was always argued that this was in the pub-
lic interest, Nagia said.

Decisions about not restoring land toits
original owners should be taken in con-
junction with those owners, he said.

All District Six owners and former ten-
ants should be called together so that the
beneficiary community could be estab-
lished at the start of redevelopment and
could sign for the new homes.

He had heard that the planned District
Six apartments would cost between
R90 000 and R120 000, Nagia said. |

“If this is so, then we are wasting our
time. Where will they (the dlspussessed)
get that kind of money from?” _,
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District SlX blacks

AFF

PERC]
been inhabited exclusively by
coloured people were inaccurate,
Mt Anwar Nagia, chairman of the
District Six Civic Association, said
yesterday. -

The question of black people
submitting claims for land restitu-
tion was raised at a meeting of for-
mer District Six residents, -

Few black people had applied,
Nagia said, adding that an effort
had to be made to include all for-
mer District Six residents who had
been dispossessed.

Calls were also made fg)r other
former residents to come forward.
Of the estimated 8 000 families
forcibly removed from District Six,
only 700 have applied for land
restitution. .




People of District 6 can claim compensation

Cape Town — Former District Six

residents now have the opportu-
nity to claim compensation for
E}‘Jartheid forced removals under
e Group Areas Act simply by
completing an application form.
This offer was made by the
Restitution of Land Rights Com-
mission to former residents of the

area by giving them four choices

of compensation.
The choices include the

restoration of actual land if feasi-

b]%mp% tlgn, ng é

viding them with alternative
state-owned land or restitution
measures of relief.

Land Claims Commissioner
Wallace Mgogi said yesterday
that there had been a poor re-

onse to the offer and no more

an four application forms had
been registered.

People were apparently mis-

led into believing they did not

qualify, without substantial evi-
dence, to claim compensation.

But Mgoqi said that eve@C_i‘ﬂral

(51 ) (mowi

and hearsay evidence” was
enough to make a claim.

Compensation will be given to
those who did not want to return
to their old properties but only
sought alternative land or finan-
cial compensation.

This also applied to descen-
dants of former residents and
anyone who was under pressure
to leave District Six after 1913.
Deadline dates for claims were ex-
tended until November 30, - Own
Correspondent.’

)
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Restitution or
development"

The battle for District Six in the Land Claims Court . _.ﬁ .
promises to be as bitter as the fight against the forc:ed SV

F.
'H' ..

removals from the area, writes Rehana Rossouw - *_

T

EY'LL. be on opposing. triet Six will not be restored tu

sides in the Land Claims
Court (LCC} in Cetober, but
Basil Davidson and Anwat
Nagla agree on a fundamen-

tal issue: the Restitution of Land’

Rights Act of 1994 is flawed.
Davidsan, chief executive officer of
the Cape Town Community Land
Trust overseeing the rebuilding of
District Six. supports a June applica-
tion in terms of Section 34 of the Act,
under which restitution can be re-
fused If it i in “the public interest”.
If it succeeds, vacant land in Dis-

PREGNANT? BREASTFEEDING? YOUR

claimants who have applied to the -
Land Claims Commissioner, hutwﬂi
be redeveloped by the trust. ’

‘The application is being brought by-'

. ._._.__.._.._-.i.-...i“_._..u_ T

the owners of the land, the city of Cape Dlulrlcl Six Rﬂldants Aasuciatl Ir Anwar Ia :
Town and the government. . GZ E'OZ:"I‘! f
They are paying the legal costs. | ﬂdualclaimﬂandtnhe thaflt. The LCC has

Nagia, chair of the District Six Rest- pensaﬁutL'Ihe-,reﬂneedetl'telrﬂ@tetn the authority to grant claimants alter-
dents' Assoctation (DSRA), is opposing  the trust if they wish. native Iandiftheireienutavaﬂahle
the application onthe groundsthatitis  Davidson is motivated by practical ~ “An underlying problem with Dis-
expropriation in a different guise, and considerations. The trust aims to trict Six 1a a higger problem with the
will further trawmatise victims of forced  house 4 000 families in an integrated  Act itself.” sald Davidson. “The eriginal

removals. He wants District Six
claimants to be aliowed to submit indi-

SMOKING CAN HARM YOUR BABY

15 o tar 1.3 mg nicatine As per Goversment sgreed meethad
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“development on the cusp of the CED.

If Cape Town {3 in the running for the
2004 Qlympics, the building of
sports venues will start soon
and they would prefer the devel-

opment to start before budlding

‘costsrocket. T

“If there i no Section 34 appli-

to the small minority of
landowners and not to the ten-
ants who made up the bulk of
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Greece and In over
160 other countries.

Davidson.

“We are not denying anyone
thelr rights to claim for restitu-
tion, but redevelopment offers a
broader benefit.,”

There were about 71 000 peo-
ple living in District 3ix when it
was declared a white area in
1966. The government expropri-
ated 2 375 properties, of which
66% were owned by white
absentee landlords.

Since then, more than haif of
the land has been sold and
developed. Of the restitution
claims already lodged, 28% s for
land under exdsting roads. 18%
for land developed by the Cape
Technikon, 13% Hes under
homes erected after the areawas
declared white and 41% is for
i} vacant land.

. Should the trust redevelop
District Six, most clatmants
would benefit from revenues

1 l: J‘l..l.l-_..
L ISR ""i';d"_!

* cation, land will only be returned

the population of District Six-
before the forced removals,” said

ﬂ- Rﬁ,r l- 1 [ |
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- Act was dmafied for application in rural

areas and the drafters tacked on
clauses refating to urban Group Areas
Act removals without thinking

mmughtheproceduree,lpredictﬂlat
Cato Manor in Durban will

If claimants become
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t51d fighting for equitable

redistribution of land.” But, said
Nagia, “We were tricked. Section 34 ...
smtacks of the same tactics the gov-
ermnment and the councl] used when
they declared District Six white.

“We t a wounded commu-
nity. In the interest of greater particl-
pation — therapy if you Hke —
claimants should be allowed to lodge
individual claims.”

. The DSRA has held
prasgity three public meetings

& since the application was

flled In June and has

more realistic, we can get s secured power of attorney
more participation in the [¥¥ from 999 former District
planning of redevelop- [¥Eg Six resldents {o oppose the
ment. We don't want toride [Egea court action. The organi-
roughshod over anyone, [ B sation has withdrawn lis
but we have to start moving ¥ ] participation from the Dis-
SO0L. s S trict Six Development
*There 1s no alternative | Forum, established by the
to the Section 34 applica- trust to oversee the plan-
tion. It is the only way to _ . ning process for the area.
make it possible for more Basil nauldgn“- Nagia is incensed that
of the former tenants to Supports District’'s the trust has chosen to
move back.” redevelopment fight the matter in court.
Nagla belleves there has The costs of the applica-
to be an alternative. He says the Sec-  tlon will be paid by the central sub-
tion 34 application has stripped Indl- structure of Cape Town and the

viduals of thelr rights and made thetn
“ashamed” of pursuing their rightful
claims.

‘The DSRA haa been a leading light
in the struggle to reclaim District Six.
It was central in the campaign to halt
development for white residents inthe
19803, it battled to rename the area
District Six after the government
changed it to Zonnebloem and it
marched on private companies intent
on developing the area and forced
them to abandon their plans.

“When negotiations started we were
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provincial government. Jeremy
Gauntlett, SC, will represent them.

“If we want to oppose this matter
successfully,” sald Nagla, “we will also
have to brief a senfor advocate and we
egtimate the legal costs will amount to
R300 000."

The maiter will probably be heard in
Cctober. Davidson 1s hoping to start
planning the new District Six. Nagia is
determined to stop him. “If the rede-
velopment does not have the support
of 10095 of the claimants, then District
Six will remain barven,” he vowed.

To live and die in the District

N LY AN

Rehana Rossouw

HBRAHIM JACOBS says his heart

belongs in District Six, and he

supports the application to the
Land Claims Court because it offers
the best opportunity for tenants to
retumn to the aren.

Jacobs's family was among the
last to leave District Bix. They were
kigked out in 1981 after alterna-

- tive housing was bnilt for them in

Lentegeur, Mitchells Plain — more
than 28km from the city centre,

He lodged a claim this year with
the regionsal land claims commis-
slon on behatf of his parents, who
were both born in District Bix and
had hoped to die there.,

Jacobs is the aecretary of an
organisation called Concerned Ex-
Residents of District Six which rep-
resents 900 ex-residents and is
part of the District Six Develop-
ment Forum.

His grandparents, father and

mother were hom in District 8iz, and
his parents mised their nine children
ina ' terraced home
they rented In Upper Ashley Street.
The house sinvived the demolition of
the area, but the street has been
renamed Blinders Street.

“We're not expecting to get our
old house back, we know that's not
possible, bat my parents want to
move back to the area at leaet "
sald Jacobs.

All the Jacobs children went to
achool in District 8ix, and when
the family was moved to Lente-
geur, they made & daily trek to
school each day.

“We were never happy in Lente-
geur. The only good thing about
the move was that the families
from District 8ix were all moved
together and so neighbours could
stay in touch with each other,”
Jacoba said,

“But the children grew up with-
out the same kind of community

spirit there was in District Six and
today the area is plagued with
gangsterism and erime.

“My family hes never felt settled
in Mitchells Plain and so when the
opportunity arose to claim back
our right to District 5ix, we made
sure our ¢laim was lodged.”

Jacohs aald his parents had been
tenants for all of their lives and
would now have purchase & new
home in the redeveloped District
S8ix. Their nine children are all
committed to assisting financially,

“My brothers, sisters and I would
also love to move back, but we
know that won't be possible. My
heart is in Distrct Bix but the pain
of leaving will be eased if at least
my parents get the right to lHve
there again.”

He said it was very frustrating
that the redevelopment was now
delayed by the District Bix Resi-
dents Assoclation’s apposition to
the Section 34 application.



Front to fight tor e

STAFF WRITER

| A NEW body was formed yester-

day to fight to have Iand re-
turned to former District Six resi-

dents.
The District Six Land Restitu-

| tion Front was launched to

— —ht
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oppose the appiicatio), under
section 34 of the Land Restitu-
tion Act, by the Western
Province government and the
Central Substructure whereby
the authorities can oppose land
claims.

Front chairman Mr Anwah

of District Six land
<:T|?Iq1]¢=;g

Nagia said last night they had
instructed attorneys to oppose
the application. “This will be the
first land claims case in the City
Bowl, worth hundreds of mil-
lions of rand.”

The Land Claims Court hear-
ing will start on October 26.
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District 6 victims could

be left in cold ... , ag
Cour't poses threat to land cla

........................................................................................

'I‘housands of victims of the apartheid-
era Group Areas Act conld again be
left out in the cold when a test case
-involving a District Six land claim
- comes before the Land Claims Court at
-the end of the month.

-1 % A Section 34 claim in terms of the Land
"Restitutlen Act for the holistic devélop-
{imeént of District Six has been submitted to
-*‘the land commissioner by the Western
4‘C‘ape provincial government, the Cape
{Town municipality and the Cape Town

ﬂommumty Land Trust.

1 ~If this claim is successful, former resi-

"dents of the area who were forcibly
remeved and who have submitted their
Yown claims will not be able to get back
theJr land.

The Sectmn 34 claim, which will be
heard from October 28 to November 8,
could also set a precedent for other lecal
authorities across the country to submit
similar claims. Already the KwaZulu-
Natal provincial authority has indicated it
intends submitting a similar claim for land
in the Cato Manor area, where thousands
of people were also forcibly removed under
the Group Areas Act.

But the District Six Land Restitution
Fund, an umbrella organisation represent-
mg people forcibly removed from the area,

- is set to challenge the application and will

hold a mass meeting in District Six on Sun-
day to discuss the pending hearing.

Spokesman for the group Anwar Nagia
said they were calling on all the victims of
the Group Areas Act to attend the meeting,
as the court case could set a precedent for
other land claims.

NEWS
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Mr Nagia said while they were not
against the total development of District
Six, it seemed that local authorities were
abusing Section 34 of the act and that they
were not genuine in their attempts to
compensate people.

“Their plans for the development of
District Six do not guarantee that the vic-
tims will get any land back or be in line for
housing.”

Mr Nagia said other state land that
could be used to compensate people was
being leased to businesses, sold off or being
frozen and set aside for the Olympics. “It
seems as if the State is not committed to
land restitution in urban areas.”

The meeting will be held on the open
land behind the Oriental Plaza on Sunday
at 2pm.

It will be addressed by several promi-
nent community and religious leaders.
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A bitier row over prime land in
District S1x, one of the symbeols of
aparthetd, is headed for an
acrimonious showdown in the Land
Claims Counrt. '.

Land claimants have “cried fout* that,

at short notice, October 28 has been the

date set for the District Six landeestitution
hearing, the first to be heard by the Lang
Claims Court if1 the Western'Cape, y
Individual claimants are up against an
application by the central substructure of
Cape Town and the provincial government

to the Land Claims Court to have vacant |
land in District Six set asids for an inte-

grated redevelopment profect. If this appli-
cation is successful, the government-
owted vacant land will not be restored to
individual claimants, who can ask for
alternative land or other compensation.
“How do we, ag the victims of forced

removals, know what form of compensa-

tion we will be given. It conld be afew
bricks on Robben Island for all we know,”
said Abdul Gaffoor Ebrahim, chairman of

the District Six Residents’ and Traders’

Action Committes,

If the application under Section 84 of the
Restitution of Land Rights Act is granted

by the Land Claims Court and vacant Iand

handed to the Cape Town Community
Land Trust, many clalmants belleve they
g}ﬁl be “robbed” of their land a second
e,
"How on earth can anybody Justify See-
tion 34 when it has not yet been established

how exactly claimants will be compensat- - -

it
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- AOY WIGLEY
Fighting: Former land owners have fivmed the Land Restitution Front to raise funds to fight their cases

‘Restitution a mockery’
say ex-District Six people

CGryas)

ed or accommodated in the redevelopment
of District Six. Isn't this making a mockery
of the restitution process?

“Is this how the government intends to
restore the dignity of the victims of forced
removals, after they violated their human

rights by stealing the land from the :
oppressed pgup}e of this country?” asked

Mr Ebrahim.

ere are 600 individual land claimants
in District 8ix and many claim they have

not been given the legal representation

*Which is provided for in the Restitution of
"Land Rights Act.

“The central substructure and the
provincial government of the Western
Cape, together with the Cape Town Com-

‘munity Land Trust, are deliberately

pushing ahead with their plans, totally
disregarding the rights of claimants,”
said Mr Ebrahim. His family was evicted

.. from District Six in 1972 and he has sub-
- mltted a land rights restitution claim on |
. flve large plots in the area, currently in |
. the hands of the state, However, many of |

*Victims of foreed removals are |

dragged to court by the central sub—strue.-

ture, provincial government and the Cape §
Town Community Land Trust at great |

éxpense. Land claimants appesaled to the
Land Claims Commission for legal aid
assistance , but to no avail,” he saig. For-

mer land owners, tenants and traders of |

District Six have now established a Dis-
t;ict 8ix Land Restitution Front to raise
o - To page 2

Land claimants to
stage a mass rally

Fomee(® ) ) ﬁ@ég%a/ F6

funds for people who wish to appear
before the Land Claims Court. A mass
rally is to be staged in District Six
tomorrow to mobilise the people involved
in land claims, said Mr Ebrahim. '
Wallace Mgoqi, regional Land Claims
Commissioner for the Western and North-
ern Cape, said he had written to the attor-
neys representing the Cape Town Commu-
nity Land Trust to cliscuss: requests to
delay the District Six land claims hearing.
Mr Mqoqi said money for legal repre-
sentation for the District Six land
claimants who wanted to appear before the
Land Claims Court had been reguested

from the government. Delays in processing

the request and “red tape” were holding up
the flow of funds, he admitted. _
Many people did not understand the sig-
nificance of Section 34 of the Restitution of
Land Rights Act, which was a “special pro-
cedure” iniroduced into the act to enable
local, provincial or national government to
have land set aside to prevent it being
restored to individual claimants, said Mr
Mgoai | |
As aresult of the misunderstanding of
the Restitution of Land Rights Act, thqre
was a certain “hostility” emergiqg, he said.
“It will be up to the Land Claims Court
to decide on the just and equitable thn_1g to
be done in District Six,” said Mr Mgogqi.
The Cape Town Community Land Trust
was set up to recover prime land in the
area from the government and_the Cape
Town City Council. Its objective is to over-

see the redevelopment of District Six as |

“an affordable housing precinct”. The trust

claims this process will benefit the broad-
est grouping of ex-District Six residents,
but Mr Ebrahim described it as a “bloody

. disgrace.”

At the centre of the controversy is about
40ha of state and city council—omed land,
of which the Cape Town Community Land
Trust hopes to take transfer for the redevel-
opment of the area. o

Anwar Nagia, chairman of the District
Six Civic Association which has joined the

-

Restitution Front, described Section 34 of :

the Restitution of Land Rights Act as “an
ameoral clause”.

Many of the land claimants are disgust- |

ed with the Land Claims Commiss_ioner for
the lack of sympathy he has displayed
towards them,” he said.

f
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Anger at plan

By CHARL DE VILLIERS

FORMER residents of District Six
have attacked government plans
for the suburb, saying their
chances for restitution are being
threatened by a mass housing
scheme.

But the Minister of Land Af-
fairs, Derek Hanekom, says there
is simply not encugh space left to
accommodate individual claims in
the apartheid-era wasteland in
central Cape Town.

Disaffected former residents
have united to raise funds to
oppose a Land Claims Court hear-
ing on October 28. They believe it
may dash their hopes of reclaim-
ing the land from which they were
removed under the Group Areag

+ Act almost 30 years ago.

- The row centres on long-stand-
ing efforts by the Cape Town
Community Land Trust and local
authorities to take transfer of
state land so they can redevelop
the suburb for as many former
restdents as possible.

But, according to the newly
formed District Six Land Restitu-
tion Front, residents will be
“robbed” of their land a second
time if the court finds in favour of
the redevelopment plan.

The front — apparently led by
23 former landowners — plans to
hold a rally in District Six today.

However, Hanekom said yester-
day that he planned an emergency
meeting with the front to deal with
its concerns and ward off further
delays to the claim, which govern-
ment has prmrltl.sed

S7s/r0/94

S for Dlstrlct Six

He said it was impractical to
consider individual claims to land
in District Six.

“Actual restoration of land to
individuals is simply impossible.
Only about one third, or 40ha, of
the original land is still available,
and that’s why a group claim
linked to an integrated develop-
ment plan is the appropriate
measure in Distriet Six,”
Hanekom said.

The Land Claims Court is to
hear the matter on October 28, but
the Western Cape Land Claims
Commissioner, Wallace Mgoqi,
confirmed that he was trying to
postpone the hearing to ensure
that the objectors had legal
representation.

“The commission is legally
bound to ensure proper represen-

&
|

Y

) (==Fr

tation for objectors, but it’s not
true that are 600 of them,” he
said.

“We understand that there are
about 150 people who have cobjec-
tions, but only 23 former landown-
ers have objected formally.

“Once the court has decided, we
will start prioritising claimants.
Those who don’t benefit directly
can come into account for
financial compensation, access to
alternative state land or priority
listing for state-funded housing
schemes.”

Mgoql said the redevelopment
approach was “more reasonable,
more rational and more equi-
table”. If land were restored only
to previous owners, hundreds of
putentml beneficiaries would “be
léft out in the cold”.
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STAFF BEPORTER

The National Party-controlied Western
Cape provincial government has been
accused of using the same Draconian
methods to keep people from getting
their Iand back in District Six as the
apartbeid government used to remove
them in the first place.

By using the courts to challenge the
rights of the former District Six residents
to the restitution of their land, the provin-
clal government was resorting to the same
methods because they thought land values
would deteriorate if the slums returned,
said Anwar Nagia, chairman of the Dis-
trict Six Civic Association and the District
Six Restitution Front at a meeting of for-
mer residents yesterday.

The front is demanding the withdrawal
of a Cape Town municipality and Western
Cape provincial government application to
the Land Claims Court under section 34 of
the Restitution of Land Rights Act which
would have the effect of denying former
District Six residents their rights.

Mr Nagia said people forcibly removed
from their land had a right to it even if it
was being used.

He said using the courts, to which the
former District Six residents had no proper
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Demanding a settlement: Anwar Nagia addresses

access, to settle the issue was “the same
Draconian method used by the same
National Party toremove us originally”.
“We demand that a negotiated settle-
ment to the District Six question be
achieved with all leaders present,” he said.
He said the possibility of giving the peo-
Ple other land in place of land which was
once owned by those forcibly removed, as
proposed by Agriculture and Land Affairs

th

e crowd at the meeting called 1o discuss the difficulties former District Six residents are having in claiming the right to retum to the area

Minister Derek Hanekom, was “nonsense
because the applicants (the Cape Town
council and the provincial government)
are leasing and selling state land, which
leaves nothing for us”.

Mr Nagia demanded a national morato-
rium on selling state land until all such
land was linked to land restoration.

He said the reason for the provincial
government trying to halt the District Six

restoration claim was that “they think we
will build slums again, which would affect
the value of the land which is presently
being sold to developers who build houses
like those at High Cape”.

Mr Nagia said the government was
involved in a “conspiracy of silence” in not
properly explaining how people couid
reclaim their land.

“They tell us to simply fill in the forms

but then they add section 34, which
involves lawyers and court battles which
none of us can afford.”

He said the demand for the withdrawal
of the council and provincial government
application in the District Six case wonld
be used as a test case for a nationwide
rejection of the government’s use of the

controversial section 34 “sunset clause”.
“We received a letter from the people of

e

Cato Manor in Durban who are also faced
with a section 34 application from the gov-
ernment and who want us to join hands in
demanding an end to the use of the clause,”

hesaid.

Mr Nagia alleged that the government
would use section 34 in all land claims to
halt the process so that by the 1998 cut-off
date for land claims none would have been
settled, leaving claimants stranded,
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ABOUT 200 former District Six resi-
“dents and other.Capetonians who
were forcefully removed from their
areas, gathered at District Six yes-
terday in a bid to form an organisa-
tion called the South African Resti-
tution Front. |
The meeting was called by the’
District Six Land Restitution Front
in opposition to the government's.
| refusal to give back their land
Mr Anwah Nagia, chairman of
| the District Six Civic Association
and the District Six Land Restitu-

tion Front, said the Nationalist |.

government declared the area a
slum in 1966, but now it was prime
land.

“We must not allow the Nats to
do what they did before, of deter-
mining our destiny,” said Nagal. |

develop the area, buteven today it
| isstill undeveloped.”

“Why did they forcefully
remove us out of our area?” he
asked.

- Mr Gilbert Fesi, chairman of the
Ndabeni Land Restitution Com-
mittee, said people from Ndabeni
were supporting the efforts of for-
mer District Six residents.

"We suffered the same conse-

| quences of apartheid.
. “We were all forcefully
| removed and the treatment must
be equal,” said Fesi.

He said people were aware that
not all of them could be moved
back to areas like District 3ix.

Sheikh Nazeem Mohamed,
president of the Muslim Judicial
Council, said the 1966 forced
removal was a great tragedy and its
pain was still unbearable.

He urged the National Party not
to come up with technicalities to
prolong the agony of not giving
back to the people what they
owned.

e e T

“They told us they were going to |
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Hanekom intervenes to calm tem

GLYNNIS UNDERHILL

CHIEF REPORYER

Top-level discussions between
Minister of Land Affairs and
Agriculture Derek Hanekom and key
role players over the restitution of
land in District Sixhas led fo a
postponement of the hearings by the
Land Claims Court.

An acrimonious showdown in the
Land Claims Court on October 28 was
promised by land claimants and mem-

bers of the newly formed District Six
Land Restitution Front.

Wallace Mgoqi, regional land claims
commissioner for the Western and
Northern Cape, said: “We came to an
agreement that the court action be post-
poned on a basis still to be agreed to.”

It was hoped an agreement would be
negotiated soon, said Mr Mgoqi.

The District Six Land Restitution
Front was set up to raise funds for
cash—strapped individual claimants to
present their cases in the Land Claims
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Court, which would have been
be heard in the Western Cape.

Land claimants in District Six face an
application by the Central substructure
of Cape Town and the provincial govern-
ment to have vacant land in District Six
set aside for an integrated redevelop-
ment project.

In another breakthrough, Mr Mgogi
sald R6-million had come through this
week from the Government to ensure

land claimants around the country could -

have full legal representation in court.
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If the m%momacu under Section 34 of
the Restitution of Land Rights Act is suc-
cessful, the government-owned vacant
land wiil not be restored to individual
claimants, who can seek other forms of
compensation.

Mr Mgoqi said he believed land
claimants now understood that restitu-
tion did not mean a return of the land
necessarily, but forms of compensation
that had to be negotiated.

Abdul Gaffoor Ebrahim, chairman of
the District Six Residents’ and Traders’

and dispute

Action Committee, saidafter the meeting
he believed discussionshad gone well.
“We would like to thank Mr Hanekom
for the concern he has shown the victims
of forced removals. Weare happy he has
become involved to ensure restitution in
District Six is fairly cawied out,” he said:
Mr Hanekom hassaid 1t would be
impossible to restore mE. land to
claimants in District Six. “This is a very
important case which should be dealt
with in the right mamner. Restitution
should not conflict withdevelopment.”

.Face in a crowd: Minister Derek Hanekom with
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Regional Land Claims Commigsioner Wallace Mgogi, centre, at the meeting with roleplayers from District Six. The government has made R6 million available for fand claimants’ legal réfsentation
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By CHARL DE VILLIERS

A CRUCIAL Land Claims Court hearing
on District Six may be postponed follow-
ing crisis talks between Land Affairs Min-

ister Derek Hanekom and claimanis who

have questioned the fairness of the resti-
tution process. :

Western Cape Land Claims Commis-
sioner Wallace Mgogi has confirmed that
all parties at Hanekom's meeting on
Wednesday. had agreed that the October
98 court action should be postponed.

It had also been resolved to appoint a
facilitator to liaise between the groups

‘involved in Cape Town’s premier post-

apartheid restitution proceedings, he
added.

Hanekom's intervention followed alle-
gations by the newly-formed District Six
[.and Restitution Front that court en-
dorsement of a state-sanctioned group

claim and redevelopment project could

deny bundreds of former residents a
chance toresettle onland from which they
had been evicted under the Group Areas
Act.

“Many potential claimants are worried
that the court application could take away
their chances of regaining land in District
Six without any guarantees of compen-
sation,” District Six Civic Association

H

chairman, Anwar Nagia, said on Friday.
«We asked that the court hearing be

postponed as a prerequisite for negoti-
ations to resolve the acrimony around the
question of land restitution and objections
to the court case,” he added.

Talks would also have to address de-
mands that “legitimate” claimants be in-
cluded in the redevelopment proposal ini-
tiated by the Cape Town Community Land
Trust, he said.

But according to a spokesman for the
Cape Town Community Land Trust —
which is steering the redevelopment
scheme — it was “technically and prac-

ﬁnﬂ:w_ impossible® to return individuals

to land they had occupied in District SIX.

Dispelling rumours that the Land
Claims Court would be ruling on the mer-
its of individual claims in Distriet SIX,
Mgoqi said it would merely be determin-
ing if it was viable io return land to in-
dividuals — or to exempt individual
claims in favour of a group claim linked to
a redevelopment scheme.

Mgoqi has assured that claimants who
cannot be resettled in a proposed housing
scheme in the razed suburb could qualify
for financial compensation, other state
land, or priority access to state housing
schemes.

Further talks are expected next week.
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Progress on

CAPE TOWN — The deadlock be-
tween government bodies and
community organisations over the
restitution of land in District Six
was partially broken at a meeting
of stakeholders this week when
agreement was reached on the
way forward. |

The parties agreed on Wednes-
day night to ask the Land Claims
Court to postpone the hearing
scheduled for Monday until April
| 1 next year so they could attempt
" to come to an agreement on what
should be done with the land.

The Cape Town municipality
and the Western Cape provincial
government instituted legal ac-
tion in the Land Claims Court un-
der Section 34 of the Restitution of
Land Rights Act. | :

| Linda Ensor

BUSINESS DAY, Friday, October251986 5
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The two tiers ggu roment
applied to have vacant land in the
suburb set aside for an integrated
redevelopment project.

If it succeeded, this would deny
former District Six landowners
the right to an individual restitu-
tion of their land. But they would
still be able to seek other forms of
compensation.

The legal action was opposed
by former landowners and com-
munity organisations who wanted
individual restitution.

The municipality has held back
on drawing up plans for the land
until it had been secured, but
broadly it envisaged a comprehen-
sive development of affordable
housing for former residents.

The parties agreed to enter into
a facilitation-mediation-negotia-
tion process as envisaged under

-
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section 13 of the Act to find a so-
lution “inclusive of all interested
parties and in the public interest
for the city of Cape Town”.

A report on the outcome of the
negotiations would have to be sub-
mitted to the Land Claims Court
and the Western Cape Commis-
sion on Restitution of Land Rights
by not later than March 14 next

year.
The parties agreed that the fa-
cilitator would enlighten

claimants about the practical dif-
ficulties involved in simply restor-
ing the land to them and that do-
ing this would not be fair to the
majority of affected people.
However, this did not mean
they would be deprived of their
right to restitution or that some
form of restoration or its equiva-

lent would not be available.
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By CHARL DE VILLIERS

THE Land Claims Court is to be asked to
postpone its historic hearing on District Six
tomorrow following a breakthrough accord
which could prompt a flood of new
claims.

On Wednesday, parties to the claim
buried the hatchet and agreed to the terms
of the hearing’s postponement and the
terms of reference for a facilitation pro-
cess which must be completed by March
14,

The court may also be asked to extend
the November 30 deadline for District Six
claims. -

District Six Restitution Front spokes-

man Anwar Nagia said the accord was a
major victory for defenceless people.
.. “Another five to six thousand families
may now register claims,” he said. About
600 claims have already been registered.

Instead of deciding how restitution is to

the Foreshore Customs House — is to be
asked to postpone its Section 34 hearing to
April 1 next year and to endorse a plan that
irons out conflict. .

“There was much dissatisfaction and it
hecame clear that unless this was net ad-
dressed now, the whole process of resti-
tution could be called into question,” Land
Claims Commission official Elizabeth
Davison said.

Land Affairs chief Geoif Budlender said:
“The people who were dispossessed should
be as fully involved as possible in the design
of alternative forms of restitution, includ-
ing decisions about the manner in which
the land should be used and the selection of
beneficiaries.

“If these matters are not satisfactorily
addressed, it is inevitable that claimants
and other people who were dispossessed |
will feel aggrieved by what will be per-
ceived as a second act of dispossession.”

_____;_——__—————“_
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THE APPLICATION to have District Six exempt from the pro-

said: “We support an littegrated He hailed the agreement as a
visions of the Restitution of Land Act will be postponed for ~ development. We have said soin -~ great victory. |
another five months. PETER DENNEHY reports.

our affidavits.” o "It means the ex-residents have® "
He explained that the former - a right now. The whole thing
residents differed with the authork: -would have gone to the town plan-
ties and the trust over the removal: + - mers, who would have been able to
. exclude people through a price
replacing it with something, structure by putting up units that HERY R
“The prerogative of restitution .-cost R120 (00 each,” he said. ARG A e e T TR R T S ﬁﬁwﬁm
was given to the mﬁwrﬂﬁﬁ@m WF@ u. In the agreement .ﬁ.:m..ﬁ;. more ¢ 3 A S0 - R gy . . e i A f..u.m..ﬁ; SRR
said, “There was no guarantee for " persons with knowledge of District  [Beaizasa? e e L T SRR SRS e S T A S e R

This is the reason for bringing
the application, which was vigor-
ously opposed by former residents
— but they also agree to an inte-
grated development that will make
it impossible to restore the original

rTER five years of negotia-
tions, the redevelopment of
istrict Six is to remain
bogged down for another five
montths as talks take place between
former residents of the area and the
authorities.

of rights to the land without

.11.

Today an application to exempt
District Six from the provisions of
the Restitution of Land Act would
have been heard by the Land
Claims Court. o
- Ihe Provincial Administration,
the Cape Town municipality and
the Community Land Trust, a
“body formed to hold the land in

trust while it is developed, want

the 40ha of vacant land to be re-
developed as a single project,
instead of scattered sections of land
being given back to the original
OWners. __

titles or occupation rights to the
dispossessed. |

An agreement was reached last
week between the two opposing
sicles, and this is expected to be rat-
itted by the court today. The agree-

ment effectively postpones a decj-

sion on the application for another
five months. |

The former residents say they

do not want t6 claim back precisely
the same pieces of land. But they
opposed the application because it
would have removed any right
they had to the land.

- Spokesperson Mr Anwah Nagia

the beneficiary community:We

are asking for our land back but it

¢an be in the form of an integrated
development,” |
He said the District Six question

“can only be resolved through talk-

ing to the people who lost their
rights to land there, whether as
owrers or as tenants, -

Nagia said 71 000 people had
been displaced when the district
was destroyed. Only about 800
people have subsequently submit-
ted claims for compensation. He

- hopes this number will now swell

to thousands.

Six “and land issues in general” will
be appointed as facilitator(s). A
report has to be written about the
negotiations for submission to
land claims commissioner Mr Wal-
lace Mgoqi by mid-March.

The. court will order that
claimants have to be told of the dif-
ficulties associated with giving
back the sarne pieces of land. :

Legitimmate claimants’ rights to

return to any redevelopment of

District Six must be spelled out in
the next few months. The amount
of money available for redevelop-
ment must also be spelled out,

L e T

ROAD TO NOWHERE?

PICTURE: ALAN TAYLOR

: Many more months will pass before life comes back to these empty parts of District Six.
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Months

Court orders all parties in

STAFE REPORTER

A finzl decision about the future
development of District Six has been
put on hold for at least five months
while the Government and former
residents negotiate a solution to one of
South Africa’s most hotorious cases of
mass forced removal.

The Land .Claims Court yesterday
agreed fo postpone until April an applica-

tion for District Six to be exempted from
being returned to the original owners or
their descendants. .

It has been argued that the application

would have the effect of redressing the .

wrongs of the removals more equitably by
enabling thousands of socially and eco-
nomically disadvantaged people of the area-
to benefit. |
Fragmented restoration of land to for-

Former residents of District Six have
attended a historic Land Claims Court
preliminary hearing in Cape Town,
hoping for restitution 30 years after
hundreds of families were uprooted
and moved to the Cape Flats under the
Group Areas Act.

Still vividly recalling the grim past,
they sat patiently at the hearing yesterday
while submissions were made for a post-
ponement for mediation and for applicants
to come forward for restitution,

The hearing was adjowined until April.

Abdni Majiet Latief, whose parents
owned four plots in Tennant Street, said
even if the hearing was adiourned for five
months it would not dampen his optimism.

“We are determined to obtain restitu-
tion. It is something we battled and waited
for for 30 years, so a few extra months
won’t really matter.”

He said representatives of the old Group
Areas Board had arrived at their home one
day to buy the property for between R8 000

value. *“That was the final offer and it was

.%/m:rn R10000 - an amount well below market

Memory of uproot

mer tenants and landowners would perpet-
uate the ad hoc development of the city’s
eastern sector begun by apartheid plan-
ners, development authorities say.

The Western Cape provincial adminis-
tration, Cape Town municipality and the
Community Land Trust which made the
application, want the estimated 44ha of
vacant land in District Six developed asa
single project, not handed back piecemeal
to individual claimants. -

"Fhe Community Land Trust was
formed to hold the land in trust until it is

‘developed into an affordable housing area

with former residents as main beneficia-
ries. Discussion on the integrated develop-
efit proposal began about five years ago,
fore the restitution options became

"available,

Giving back land to some original
landowners, who may claim return of spe-
cific pleces of land lost through apartheid

Apartheid victims: former residents of Distrct Six who attended the preliminary Land Claims Court heaving

on a take it or leave it basis, so we were
forced to sell and move ont.”

Armien May, who lived at the corner of
Stone and Lewis streets, said he was opti-

Q&m.m m

forced removal, wouldmake it iffipossible

-todraw up a plan to develop the whole

area, the trust believes.

Former residents say they also want
integrated development but oppose the
application because they fear it wiil
remove their rights to the land.

Anwar Nagia of the District Six Restitu-
tion Front said it had been a victory to get
the Government to understand what rec-
onciliation meant,

“The District Six debate can’t be
dragged through the courts. We support
integrated development but victims of
forced removal in District Six should be
part of this development.

“We know there are only 44ha of unde-
velaped land but we believe we could bring

- back 5000 to 6 Q00 families. Ex-residents

should get first preference,” he said.
John Oliver of 8t Marks Chureh in Dis-

trict Six said the agreement to pursue a

still hurts as a commun

mistic about the preliminary sitting
becaunse he regarded the court as a light at
the end of the tunnel of negotiations for
proper restitution and compensation.

negotiate a

G =49/10 /94
negotiated settlement was a positive step
forward.

Tayib Ogier, who lives in Ummah Close
in District Six, said the negotiations could
bring everyone on board. “People have
been shut out of the process through lack of
information. We don’t know how many
pecple want restoration. We need a full
sharing of information if we are going to
reach a full settlement,” he said.

In terms of yesterday’s Land Claims
Court order, all parties to the District Six
case will enter into a mediation process to
try to reach an agreement which is inclu-
sive and in the public interest of Cape
Towr.

Wallace Mqoqi, commissioner on resti-
tution of land rights for the Western Cape
and Northern Cape, will report to the court
by March 14 on progress in negotiations.

The negotiations will enable claimants
to be informed of the difficulties of simply

“We have patiently waited for this to
happen and I believe that it is right and
proper that the people of District Six
should get preference for housing in the

ity recla

_ area, as well as proper compensation.”

i

before final District Six decision

n agreement

restoring land, explore other options and
ensure they are involved in future redevel-
opment.

The commission has already received
926 claims of which 446 are from former
tenants and 480 from former landowners.

After 1966, when the National Party
declared District Six a slum, about 8 Q00
people were forced gut of the area.

Mr Mqoqi said he was a strong believer
in alternate methods to resolve disputes
and reach compromise.

“There has to be negotiation to help all
E._.nmwﬁnmﬁ there is no way that all peo-
ple who own land there can pet restoration

- ifonly about 4¢ha iz available.

“Some people will have to settle for
alternate land or financial compensation,
or for priority funding in the areas where
they live,” he said,

Mr Mqoaqi will meet all involved to get
agreement on who should act as mediator.

Ims its past

Sedick Cassiem of Tilbury Street said
he was optimistic that the time had come
for restitution, because his parents had
been paid R6 000 by the state for forfeiting
their four-bedroom home, which they built
in the “Dry Docks” area of District 8ix
below De Waal Drive,

Derek Kloppers, formerly of Virginia
Street, said his family had lived on one of
seven properties belonging to his grand-

f  mother, Muriel Kloppers, who had been

paid a paltry R16 000 by the government . .,

Distriet Six Civic Association chairman-

Anwah Nagta, who used to live in Hyde
Road, said the court's adoption of the eivie
association’s submissions, including the
five-month postponement, was a “victory”
for the people.

But he criticised delays which led to the
hearing starting at 11am yesterday instead

of the scheduled 9am. Saks

“About 500 people waited from 8.45am
and this had dwindied to about 150 people
by the time the hearing eventually started,
because people had to go to work.

“Even then, the court's recording equip-
ment broke down, causing a further delay
in proceedings,” he said.
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Business REPORTER

Cape of Good Hope Bank has
broadened its community strategy by
enabling 45 families who escaped
eviction from District Six to buy their
homes through a specially structured
financing scheme.
This, together with the launch of a revo-
lutionary new National Housing Board
finance scheme in support of Nedcor’s
growth and development strategy, has
been a contributing factor to the bank’s
expanded lending product range.
' Announcing the bank’s results for the
year to September in Cape Town yester-
day, managing director Mike Thompson
said home loans and instalment finance
grew by 20,1 percent to R556,2 million and

i_-Illlli....._.'I'lllli_-.l_'__-i.l.-l__..i.lI.-.l_-l.l-illII.I.I.I‘I_ll_li.ll_l.l.l_i_'.llll,.li_l_.l-lli.ll.-.il.'._.

by 22,4 percent to R587,3 million respective-
ly, while total assets rose by 23,3 percent to
R2.5 billion.

The commercial and industrial proper-
ty book passed the R1-billion mark, of
which R705 million constituted the long-
term component. Growth in the short-term
development book was 47 percent, totalling
R331,3 million. .

Mr Thompson said the bank had also
introduced fixed rate lending on home
loans and commercial property bonds.

Lending initiated to local auth orities
had followed a well researched approach
and Mortgage Indemnity Fund lending had
heen successfully implemented.

Cape of Good Hope Bank, South Africa’s
oldest bank, improved its net income after
tax by 30,1 percent to R36,2 million.

Tt recorded returns on equity and assets

i ok e W w WOW

of 24,2 percent and 1,6 percent respectively
_well above the norm for the banking
industry.

Shareholders’ funds increased by 27,5
percent.

Mr Thompson said the bank’s strong
erowth, and in particular its Return on
Assets (ROA) and Return on Equity (ROE)
ratios, had helped boost parent Nedcor’s
results to over R1 biliion.

“The bank continued to fund itself from
a local and long-established client base,
serving the Western Cape thirough a net-
work of 12 branches and a treasury divi-
sion.

. “In spite of severe competition, particu-
larly in the retail market, total depositors’
funds increased by 22,9 percent to R2,3 bil-
lion with the support of discerning individ-
ual and corporate investors.”
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Cape bank’s assets rise 4 3,
45 District Six families benefit from homnie

AR 12 1 19

Mr Thompson said confidence in the
bank’s ability to manage funds had been
evidenced by the substantial increase in
deposits by local authorities and managed
by Cape of Good Hope Bank’s freasury.

The bank would continue its intense
Western Cape focus, confident that it could
achieve further growth in the region and
gain greater market share.

This, he added, meant the bank would
look at increased emphasis on providing
banking services to the broader Western
Cape community through partnerships.

The bank’s ioint economic and business
development initiative with Wesgro - the
association for the promotion of economic
srowth in the Western Cape —had enjoyed
wider interest and involvement in
strengthening the local economy, Mr
Thompson said. |







|Facilitators for
District 6 CIaiI%IS
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THE Western and Northern Cape Land Com ion has
announced the names of two prominent Capetonians
who will act as facilitators in the troubled District Six
restitution process.

Dr Neville Alexander and Dr Elaine Clarke will gather

-| information, consult all stakeholders and find out if all
potential claimants are aware of their rights.

Alexander is a former Robben Island prisoner, historian
and educationist who heads the Project for Alternative

{  Education in South Africa at UCT. Clarke, a doctor, has
| lived and worked in the Walmer Estate and District Six
area for 22 years.

Asked yesterday about the challenges facing her ap-
pointment, Clarke said it was essential that all po-
tential land claim beneficiaries be identified.

“One of our biggest challenges will be devising guide-
lines which can be applied to other urban claims aris-
ing from Group Areas Act removals, We'll also be
looking at the rights of former tenants,” she said,
adding that many potential claimants were illiterate
and had been left out of the District Six restitution
process. Radio would be used to reach them.

Their appointment this week follows an urgent appeal to
the Land Claims Court in October by former District
Six residents who claimed that a state-sanctioned re-
development plan in the bull-dozed suburb would strip
potential claimants of their rights,

The court agreed to postpone its decision on whether to
return land to individual claimants, or to exempt in-
dividuals’ claims in favour of a group claim linked to
the redevelopment scheme.

Instead, it instructed the facilitators to “engage in a
process aimed at finding the most amicable way of
resolving the District Six restitution claims and the -
section 34 (group claim) application. . .”.

The two facilitators have been given till March 14 to
report the outcome of their negotiations.

® Telephonic inquiries about District Six claims can be .
made to the Cape Town offices of the Commission on
Restitution of Land Rights at (021) 262-930, or fax 245-
146.
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Changes a

JILYAN PITMAN

STAFF REPORTER
Historic St Mark’s Anglican church in
District Six has a new direction and
newly licensed woman lay minister.
Jodi-Anne Borien will be ministering
to the congregation for the first time.

Presently a legal adviser with the
Provincial Administration, Ms Borien isa
graduate of the University of Cape Town
and a candidate attorney for a law firm.

St Mark’s priest the Rev John Oliver
says the church has embarked on a new
direction and is preparing itself for the
new District Six community, with the min-
istry moving away from “priest directed
ministry” to a “people dri-
ven ministry”,

Originally named St
Mark’s on the Hill before
the original District Six
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- families who attended services regularly.

!

Many more returned to the church for
weddings, baptisms and funerals.

Although St Mark’s comes from a tradi-
tional Anglo-Catholic foundation, Mr Oliv-
er is often seen leading worship with the
guitar and sermons are often replaced with
people-participation, dialogue and shar-
ing.

Mr Oliver said that despite numerous
attempts by developers to buy the land and
demolish the 110 year-old church, the con-
gregation had fought back and the church
has survived. The elegant church, built in.
1887 in honour of the first 50 years of Queen
Victoria’s reign by Scots-born Cape Town
architect George Murray Alexander, is

bordered on three sides by
Technikon buildings. -

'St Mark’s “Queen Victoria’s golden
Church is

jubilee was celebrated in
the same year the church

and its community were * pyreparing itself wasbuiltand St Mark’s was

swept away in the late
1960s under an apartheid
government, the church 1s
now a thriving spiritual
centre for Technikon stu-
dents and former District
Six residents, many of whom have
remained loyal to the church through hard
times.

“The shift at St Mark’s,” said Mr Oliver,
“has given people not only a responsibility
for their church but a sense of self-respon-
sibility for their own spiritual growth. The
presence of women among the leadership
of St Mark’s is a natural acknowledgement
of the great variety of gifts of the people of
God.

“District Six people have always been
resourceful and now the church looks for-
ward to a varied ministry to include more
students, people in the city and those still
living in District Six.”

He said the church survived the
apartheid era with the help and support of
a small number of ex-residents and their

for the new
District Six’

cese after St George’s Cathe-

three hundred and eighty

pounds to build,” said Rev -

Oliver.
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Money is needed for ongoing rernovas -

tion projects such as fixing the leakiyg yoof
before winter arrives, upgradingof the
lighting system, raising and extending the
sanctuary floor, providing new carpeting
and toilets as well as the refurbishment of
the crypt and building of a side hall for
meetings and workshops.

To tackle the renovations, church mem-
bers have organised an anniversary ball in
the Wittebome Civic Cenfre on May 9 to
raise funds for the various projects. Music
will be provided by the SA Police Band.

Mr Oliver said the church was also an

ideal venue for performers and they could

contact him on 448-1006 (office hours) or

705-5502 (after hours) for more informa-
tion. Tickets for the ball can be purchased
by telephoning the same numbers.

the second largest in the dio--

dral. It cost three thousand -
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New age: newly ficenced lay minister Jodi-Anne Borien and Reverend John Oliver from St Mark’s church in District Six
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Mediators want delay in redevelopment @M&l:
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i ANDREAWEISS from former residents in Guguletu, Mitchell's developments on state land elsew .
MEeTrRO CORRESPONDENT Plain, Khayelitsha, Athlone, Langa and Cape Dr Alexander said there were several politi-
Town-Salt River during April and May. cal issues which needed to be addressed,
The Land Claims Court is to be asked to This will require a postponement of the among them the market value of the land

postpone a hearing on the redevelopment  April 1 return date set last year when the dis- which was taken from people at bargain base-
of District Six for another four months to  pute erupted. Progress has been made in that  ment prices and how to compensate people for

allow facilitators to resolve a dispute all parties have now agreed that an integrated  the emotional and economic trauma of forced
which blew up last year. redevelopment of the land should take place removal. Former residents also wanted to be

Land Affairs Minister Derek Hanekom had  but the rights of individual claimants aretobe  involved in the planning of the redevelopment.
to step in at the last minute when formerresi- addressed more thoroughly. He said while the debate was “all very

dents of District Six objected in Qctober to an Dr Alexander said all parties had discarded friendly” at this stage, there was still a lot of
application to have the land exempted from the idea of returning the original pieces ofland  anger over the forced removals from District

individual claims. | - toindividual owners but they were working  Six.
The provincial government, the Cape Townn onseveral other possibilities. “People feel very strongly about District
municipality and the Cape Town Community These could include giving a similar piece  Six. People call it salted earth ... whatfever is

[.and Trust applied for the exemption on the ofland of the same value within thenew devel- born out of District Six must come from the
erounds that they wanted an integrated devel-  opment to an owner, or alternatively provid- people, especially the people who were
opment of the land, which would be hindered ing compensation based on a predetermined forcibly removed,” he said.

by piecemeal claims. . formula, Dr Clarke said former traders, for instance,
Last month, facilitators Neville Alexander A compensation formula for former tenants complained that they had not only lost their
and Elaine Clarke were appointed by theLand  resident for 10 or more years continuously, homes but their livelihood when they were
Claims Court to resolve the dispute. who also had the right to make aland claim, moved. They were calling for trading rights
Dr Alexander and Dr Clarke told apress also was beinglooked at. Former tenants withinthe redevelopment.
conference yesterday they had establishedthe might be given first preference inthenew . Also, there was a lot of confusion over-the .
e z central principles which would be puttothe development, although for many this wasnot rights of former residents with many {enants Lo
Land Claims Court in August. They willhold an economically viable option, or a preferen- unaware that they were able to claim. Part of el

ntervention: Derek Hanekom six public meetings to garner further opinions . tial list could be drawn up for new housing  their job was to inform people of their rights.  Role model: Sol T Plaatie, subject of an exhibition at the District Six Mussum
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jeader of the struggle

‘NMABEREZOWSKt  Thehouseis nowanational monu-

STAFF REPORTER ment.
His achievements include the

Sol T Plaatje, one of South Africa’s translation of five of Shakespeare’s

most talented African leaders, works into Sechuana, his native lan-
writers and editors who devoted guage, and his novel Mhundi, one of
his life to fighting apartheid the earliest novels with an African
oppression, is being honoured at theme in English.

the District Six Museum. Other works of his include Native

An exhibition, Sol Plaatje: Writer  Life in South Africa and his Boer War
and Politician, presented by the Diary.
National English Literary Museum in Plaatje was also a founding mem-
collaboration with the District Six ber and first general secretary of the

" Museum in Buitenkant Street, opens South African Native Congress,

tomorrow to commemorate Human which later became the African
Rights Day and runs until mid-April. National Congress.

Plaatje was born in 1876 in Griqua- Spokeswoman for the Literary
land West and died in 1932. Museum Kate McDonald said the

In celebration of his 50th birthday exhibition of text and photographs
his many admirers, including [ndians  paid tribute to a man who overcame
and coloured people, bought hima the limitations of a very basic educa-
home in Kimberley as a token of their  tion to become one of South Africa’s.
appreciation for his lifelong dedica- most distinguished writers and politi-
tion to the struggle. cal leaders. h
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' CAPE TOWN — A method to compensate
former residents of District,Six'who were .
| dispossesséd of their homes snd businesses '
‘when the mwﬁ_dﬂmﬂn expropriated the
iland would be complete by mid-July, facil-
itator Neville Alexander said wmmnm&ﬁ% |
The parties had agreed to apply to the
Cape High Court for a further postpone- |
ment of the application brought tast Octo- ;
ber by the provincial administration, the
Cape Town city council and the Community
Land Trust. They applied for the individual

rights to land in District Six to be set aside
in favour of an integrated development of
the area. .

. Alexander said the claimants, who were
initially strongly opposed to any such a

District Six compensation pla
&D 20

ts for the return of their h

waiver of their ri
original land, had since relinquished them,
This had opened the way for an integrated
development of the area. A process was now
under way to formulate a method for com-
pensating these peoplein other ways.
~ The High Court would be asked to order
the regional land claims commissioner to
submit a final report on the agreements
reached on compensation by July 14 and for
these to be made an order of court on Au-
gust 1. Alternative forms of compensation
available in terms of legislation were grant-
ing of other land of equal value in District
Six; financial compensgation: and being giv-
en preference for state houses elsewhere,
Alexander, who with Elaine Clarke was
m%m&ﬂ_ﬁn as a facilitator by the court, said
claimants would be categorised in terms of

in Jul
mmw 3 mw_ ) K
mula for compensation would be applied.
An additional factor might have to be
built in to cover the pain and suffering ex-
erienced and, in the case of traders who
ost their businesses, the loss of income.

The next major political hattle would be
over the total sum allocated by the state for

compensation payments. An amount moot- |

ed was R15 000 an individual.

While only 1 000 claims had so far been |
submitted, Alexander estimated that about

100 000 people were involved in the expro-
priations and relocations from District Six,
and the cost of compensation could there-
fore be astronomical. However, the redevel-
opment of the site would proceed while this
matter was being -._mmc_do% |
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RED-LINING BY BANKS OVERCOME

District Six residents

combine to buy

OSBORNE STREET in District Six escaped the Group Areas Act, but res-
idents almost lost their homes recently when the owner decided to sell.
Joint action overcame the problem. LUISA TEMPLETON reports.

[FELONG Osborne Street resident

Auntie Gracie Barron, 75, is one of

43 District Six household heads
who yesterday became home-owners for
the first time.

The residents — who were recently
threatened with eviction when the 45
terraced Victorian cottages in Osborne
Street were put up for sale for R1,5 mil-
lion by the owner, Mr Svdney Schach —
combined as a single debtor and signed
for joint liability on a bond, overcoming
the red-lining policy of many banks.

“These people have become home-
ownets for the first time in their lives.
They have survived the Group Azeas Act
and the fear of eviction," said Mr Anwah
Nagia, chairman of the District Six Civic
Asscciation.

Osborne Street, which survived the
demolition of District Six because the
immediate area was zoned for industrial
use, was threatened again when the
tandiord put the houses on the market.

However, by the end of last year,
with the help of the civic association

and a number of attorneys who grew up
in District Six, the residents gbtained a
loan of R1,3m from the Cape of Good
Hope Bank and arranged a settlement
with Schach for this amount.

*All the other financial institutions
starnmed doors in our faces, without
deing a thorough investigation into the
community and assuming that a culture
of non-payment existed,” Nagia said.

He said some banks and financial
institutions saw certain areas and com-
munities as high risk and, fearing non-
payment, employed a subtle red-line
system to deny them loars.

He added that should these institu-
tions continue red-line policies he
would discourage people fiom partici-
pating in them.

However, the residents were all
smiles yesterday when they became
home-owners. They will pay less than
R4 000 for their cottages, and bond
repayments will be about R150 more a
month than they patdin rent.

Auntie Grade, who is the oldest resi-

et glH9F
homes
(@) &

dent in the street and was born in her
house, sald — as shie stood among the
flower pots of her little wooden balcony
— that she was very excited.

“l am very much attached to this
house, { have beautiful memories of
growing up in a respectable home and
ptaying with other children. There was a

- happy atmosphere here,” she said.

She could remember when the pave-
ments were cobbled and the fear of evic-
tion at the time that most of Distyict Six
was razed. |

Her neighbour, Mrs Victoria Lakay,
has lived in the street for 36 years and was
“very over-excited” to buy her home.

“I never want to move out of this
street, we are one farnily,” she said.

Four generations have lived in Mr
William Puncan’s home since his
grandparents moved in there,

“T am just glad I can at least now set-
tle down,” he said. “I can tell my two
daughters and my grandchildren: ‘If
something happens to me you can go
on with the Duncan house.”

M;s Jenny Syms, whose grandmother
and mother both lived in the street, said:
“] feel very proud to be buying my house.
[ have reached my first goal in life.”
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ELATED: Yesterday was a recHetter day for 45 District Six householders who combined as one debtor to sign for codliabitity on a R1,
Street houses. Gracie Bamon, 75, was delighted when she signed for ownership of the house she was bom in.
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| REVEALING “about-face” by the aty council then in
£\ charge of the affairs of Cape Town municipality has
been disciosed in a study of events directiy selated to
the removal of residents from their homes in Tramway Road,
Sea Point.
- Research undertaken by Dr Umna Mesthrie, of UWC's his-
tory department, describes how the council buckled from a
firm anti-Group Areas Development

CT 23 _.__m 95
If it faited to do so, the board would unilaterally establish
townships to re-house them. About the same time, former
president P W Botha, then deputy minister of the interior,
was quoted at Villiersdorp as threatening the city coundil,
which he labelled a body of “Sappe, jingoes and coloureds”:
“We are going to make Cape Town a place where the
coloured people live on one side and Eurcpeans on the other
— city coungil or no city coun-

Board stance in 1959 to a decision that
effectively assisted in relocating those
Capetonians “disqualified” under the
Group Areas Act, . .

Mesthiie states that when the media
highlighted the residents’ piight, it imrne-
diately focused attention on the city's crt-
ical housing shortage, which in that year
stood at an estimated 12 000. -

In June that year, when the board
enquired whether the council was consid-
ering any additional housing schemes to
cope with the number of disqualified fam-
flies, it was told that the council could not
be expected to provide homes for them,
given the serious housing shortage.

The National Housing Commission
had to provide encugh money first, the
council said, so that the target of 1 000
houses a year coutd be met. B

Then mayor, Mirs Joyce Newton-

cll,” said Botha.

Mesthrie says that “within
a month, in an about-face, tle
council decided to appoint an
ad hoc committee to confer
with the GAB about housing
for the disqualified”.

“The agreement reached
between the two bodies in the
end was that 209 of the hous-
es built as part of the council’s
housing schemes would be
available to house the disquali-
fied.

“Houses were eventually
offered te the Tramway Road
residents at the Bonteheuwel
scheme, where some 5 464
sub-economic and economic

The board had bargain

Thompson, was quoted as saying: “There  TRAMWAY ROAD mmmmhmn: ..

are no houses available 1o meet the needs  pesthrie.
of Group Areas...” while Councilior A Z
Berman baldly told the government {0
“do their own dirty work” since the council would “have no
truck with Group Areas”. |

The board later used the opportunity to blame the coun-
cil for the problems of the affected families of Tramway
Road, Gardens and Newlands, saving it expected the council
to provide for Group Areas victims.

iiz

with the council in the man-
ner of “you help us and we will
help you”. On October 7,
1959, the board chairman, Mr
W H L Heckroodt, met the council’s housing committee and
assured them the National Housing Commission would
make funds available for the council to pursue its housing
schemes, o | o

But this came at a price — the board wanted the coundil
to help in providing homes for Group Areas Act casualties.

ER: Dr Uma

homes wese planned.” - '+

(81) (@) |
~ The housing cofimittee tRefl recommended that the

council help to hogse the disqualified, as long as it did net

prejudice its own goal of eliminating the existing housing

shartage. : | .
Says Mesthrie: “The council was obviously seduced by

the promise that funds would be available for them tounder-

take slum clearance. i

“The view that the Group Areas Act was there to stay anid
that it could be used to eliminate slums predominated over
the views of Berman and mest of the coloured councillors
who were against co-operating with the board.”

The board had noted “somewhat triumphantly” that
local authaorities unwilling to co-operate had subsequently
“changed their tune” once they realised that the provision of
housing for the disqualified was assodated with slurn cleas-
ance. The council in 1963 bought most of the cottages in
Tramway Road from the previous fandlords, later demolish-
ing the homes and establishing the present-day playground.

Mesthrie says her study “points to how easy it was for lib-
eral forces to be silent and seduced by the state when the
magic words ‘shun dearance’ were mentioned”, |

“Although the Tramway Road area was by no means
regarced by anyone as slum cleatance, the question of hous-
ing the disqualified was linked to the general housing ques-
tion; the state was resourceful in offering funds for housing
which in the opinion of the coundil could be used to elimi-
Eﬁnﬂmﬁﬁoinﬁm_ﬁnm.? x -

. She observes, though, that EE_m Group Areas removals

were harsh; coloured and Indlan people were “granted some
courtesies” by the state. “While not wishing to diminish in
any way the experience and anguish of the Trarmway Road
residents,” she says, “the tale of the removal of these 50-odd

. families lacks the drama of, for instance, the removals at
Sophiatown, when 80 lorries and 2 000 armed police preced- |

ed the amrival of the ‘demolition squads’. |
“Many African communitles were moved at gun-point
and loaded unceremoniously like cattle on to trucks and

were lucky.”

1 {3

il's about-turn on removals |

then dumped in the open veld with tents for shelter, if they &

1 1 & I
i

- “HAPPY WHEI

WE ARE"™: Afte
two evictlons
under the Grov
Areas Act, Mrs
Dorothy
Lawrence (left
and her daugh
Ursuia (above!
have decided r
to move from
theirhomein f
ways.
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Call to consult
past residents
of District Six

The state-sanctioned redevelopment of
District Six should not go ahead
without consultation with hundreds of
former residents who were forcibly
removed during the apartheid era. |

This is the view of Neville Alexander,
one of two facilitators appointed by the
Land Claims Court to establish the central
principles on restitution for former resi-
dents ahead of a hearing by the court in
August.

At a meeting last night Dr Alexander
said: “People who were removed must
have a say in the redevelopment of Disirict
Six. Up to now they have had no say except
for a sort of wishy-washy consultation with
the other major stakeholders.”

Present home- and land-owners in Dis-
trict Six could not be excluded from the
restitution and redevelopment processes,

Referring to financial restitution for ex-
residents, facilitator Elaine Clarke said a
workshop would be held later this month
to “calculate a formula for compensation”.




milies told

was now an “emergent beneficiary com-
munity” that could be identified.
He formally tendered his resignation

He said events (EECERmiol 18
had overtaken PgEgaday cis
the trust, formed Eat o

Cape Town judge Siraj Desai has several vyears | 7k after making the announcement at a meet-
resigned as chairman of the trustset a8 R ing in District Six attended by several hun-
up to redevelop District Six, to clear “«1 ghare the [RETReF 1 X W 1) dred people. '

the way for the formation of a new view that the ¥ R Ny S . It was convened by facilitators Neville
body which is more representative of  trustisnotrepre- § Ll e N 7l Alexander and Elaine Cl?.rke as the culmi-
families thrown out by the Group sentative of for-- §& £ B nation of a series of meetingsto consult for-

mer District Six families.
Dr Alexander and Dr Clarke were
appointed by the Commission on Restitu-

Areas Act. mer District Six § ~
Mr Justice Desai made the dramatic residents and | Y
anpnouncement that he was leaving the stakeholders.

Cape Town Community Land Trust ata “] als0 agree it  Aaie L . | tion of Land Rights to resolve a dispute
public meeting. | , would be more . . . over the way in which the redevelopment
He was responding to demands by resi- appropriate that Siraj Desat: clearing way of the 1and was to take place. -
dents for amore representative organisa- the 1and be handed over t0 those who were At the meeting, the residents passed a
tion to take the development and restitu- dispossessed,” Mr Justice Desai added. <

tion process forward. page 2

Through the land claim process there ﬁﬁ CT 2 L:_? ' 9 :}

ﬂle.%ggﬂe%e a ,Whg was thi;) D‘ﬁﬁﬁﬁtﬁ called for a fair y
ing ova . s offered.” o
present, got 2 stanc J resign. The Wwhatwas . 1 the facilitators were
d that he woul axander said the
il W “01? {hpélverge of getting CODSENSEE onal

e DES&?L ‘ | See page 8




Dist

A LAND RIGHTS restitution process to be put to the Land
Claims Court next month would enable the dispossessed

0

of District Six to return. Special Assignments Team
ROGER FRIEDMAN m:n BENNY GOOL report.

TY-ONE years after [s-
trict Six was declared a
white area and its inhabi-
tants forcibly removed to ghettos
on the Cape Flats, the original
comynurity appears, at last, to be
coming home.
in a proposed District Six land
rights restitution process that
facilitators Dr Elaine Clarke and
Dr Neville Alexander will put to
the Land Claims Court next
month, the original inhabitants
will form a Beneficiary Commu-
nity Trust to drive, co-ordinate
and monitor the processes of
restitution and redevelopment in

. consultation with the relevant

authorities.

The proposal was endorsed
|ast night — without a hint of dis-
sent — at a meeting of stakehold-
ers held at the District Six Muse-
um. Although the facilitators
acknowledge that it is impossible
to compensate the victims of
forced removals adequately for
their loss and suffering, their bot-
tom line is that the government
will have to pay for the reconsti-
tution of District Six. Afferdabili-
ty will be the watchword.

There were about 71 000 peo-
ple living in District Six when it
was declared a white area under
the apartheid regime’s Group
Areas Act in 1966, It is remem-
bered as a place of vibrancy, of
cultural, ethnic and religious
diversity, as the birthplace of the
first political organisations and
trade unions of people of colour.

Residents fought a bitter and
protracted fight against their
forced removal, but the govern-
ment ended up expropriating
2 375 properties — about two-
thirds of which were owned by
white absentee landlords. The
eventual bulldozing of District
Six reverberated around the

world. The area came to symbol-
ise forced removals in South
Africa, a barren blight on the
Cape Town landscape. In spite of
concerted efforts to prevent it,
large tracts of the “salted earth”
were later sold off by the previous
government to friends, including
a significant portion to the Cape
Technikon, then a wholly white
institution.

Because of this development
the facilitators propose that alter-
native, preferably adjoining,
pockets of land be identified to

house members of the commumni- .

ty who cannot be accommodated .

on the original site.

And because many of the for-
mer residents are elderly, indi-
gent and poverty-stricken, they
recommend that urgent interim
measures be instituted, which
could inchude interim monetary
compensation. A number of form-
er residents who have lodged
land claims over the past few

years have died without realising

their dreamns of returning.

After exhaustive consultation
with all stakeholders — which
included the first serious effort to
identify former residents and
involve them in the process —
the facilitators propose that the
trust negotiate with the Cape
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FORMER RESIDENTS: Wilhelmina Abrahams and Fatima Johnson lived _:-wqﬂmh&a nmm. :9.., called Skyways. “Valhalla Park tumed my children into gangsters,” said

Abrahams. Johnson said: “In Vaihalla Park | lost my

former residents of the old
Bloemhof Flats (now re-named
Skyways) — they propose that

A.w M% ME m SRR w___..._ﬁ qﬁm sw Mmﬁm s
.—..H T AT FL TR .”,... UL T m”.m : m..ﬂ.... .m DM
reach a solu- xz.m.wﬁr l%ﬂ .3 mediation
tonaccent, | cable AGTECENLS | GChnan
. R S TS Ly .u.h}.ae,.‘..". S a er an

parties. The are muﬂmﬂ.mu. m‘.—m&m Hc_ w2 and present
technikon m..._ En ’ ﬁ.g mmc: »o % owners. In cer-

e rubble 0 stances, the
a prime por- facilitators
tion of District Six at an estimated  believe, cases could be made for
cost of R200 million. expropriation from the present

In cases where former tenants
request “restoration” of their
original dwellings — as do some

owners. But throughout their
draft final report, unveiled at last
night's meeting, they stress that

negotiated, amicable agreements
are preferable to confrontation.

And they stress that there is
agreement among the vast majoi-
ity of former residents that what-
ever development is undertaken
must be of an integrated nature,
in the interests of the broad com-
munity.

Former residents — including
expropriated land-owners, ten-
ants of more than 10 years’ dura-
tion and traders — have until the
end of April next year to registes
restitution claims. All claimns are
subjected to a vigorous validation
process undertaken by the
regional land commissioner’s

10year-old grandchild; they just shot her dead. It has never been our kind of place.” L

office. .

$peaking to the Cape Times
vesterday after “amicable discus-
stons” with the City Council and
provincial administration, Clarke
and Alexander said they were
“yery hopeful” that the two bod-
ies would agree to former resi-
dents driving the redevelopment
PIOCess. "

They went a step further at
last night's meeting, saying they
had every reason to believe that
the proposal would win the
council’s and provincial govern-
ment’s support.

They were appointed as facilit-
OToPage 3
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Redhill area, Mr Albert Thomas is oblivious to the
cenic nature of the town.

He is pointing out the places where black and
coloured people lived amicably, side by side, and
worked at the naval dockyards. None of those families
live there now.

~ Thomas is ANC chairman for Ocean View, the area

near Kommetjie to where the people were removed
during the forced evictions of the 1960’s. Today he has
a list of 1 400 families squatting in the area who require
accommodation. _

They are living in backyards and camps and he has
nowhere for them to go — unless the Defence Force

| will hear his pleas to start

~f_—_—_—_—————————==.rehousing people in Simon’s
Town, where the SA Navy pop-
ulation is dwindling.

“Waterkloof Barracks, like
much of the land here, used to
pelong to the coloured people,”
said Thomas.

“At Luyolo Township (indi-
cating a still-terraced area
above the town), there was a
thriving community of black
people, but they were removed
to Guguletu. |

“The government had to
put on a special train service to
get them all the way here to
work in the dockyards.

“The coloured people were
all taken to the area now
known as Ocean View.

“There was nothing there
but wind and sand, and they
had to get to work at Simon's
Town as best they could,” he
said.

Mr Greg Sinovitch, who has
been assisting the ANC and the

I OOKING down on Simon’s Toén Ernm the

3n sold to a private developer, and
o PICTURE: ANNE LAING
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Surplus Peoples’ Project wittvland clalms in the area,
said that “half of Simon’s Town used to belong to the
coloured people”.

Thomas pointed out blocks of flats overlooking the
dockyard that had originally belonged to the Royal
Navy, the former occupants of the dockyard. When
the British left (in 19535), the accummodatinn became
the property of the SA Navy.

Now, explained Thomas, the navy has sold the flats
to a private developer, who in turn is selling them to
the public: “Why couldn’t some of this accommoda-
tion be offered to coloured families who want to retum
to the area?”

Sinovitch said areas like the Waterkloof Barracks
(occupied by naval cadets), the old Arsenal Road
School and land between Simon’s Town High Schooi
and the golf course should go to the rightful claimants.

“There are also warehouses that are not being used
at all,” said Sinovitch. “The people who were evicted
shnuld have the option to purchase land there, or be
offered rented accomrnodation.”

Mr Jannie Momberg, ANC MP for the constituency,
said last week he would be happy to lead a delegation
to Mr Ronnie Kasrils, Deputy Minister of Defence, to
request that the land be offered back to the original
inhabitants.

“1 know the crisis in Ocean View and the Mountain
View squatter area, and I will take the matter to the
deputy minister,” said Momberg.

“Simon'’s Town was the place where aparﬂleid was
manifested at its harshest. -

“While the British were there, they left the cnloured
people alone, but when they left in 1955, they started
kicking them out.

“People were taken out of their homes to Ocean
View, which is now rife with gangs; it is a terrible place.

“I will do anything I can to alleviate the problem
and | am sympathetic tn any surplus housing being
used to do this.”

Cape Times queries to Kasrils last week went un-
answered, with staff advising that the deputy minister
was “too busy” with the defence budget. |
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Slmon S Town homes shufﬂe not S0 eas

DIANE CASSERE

CERTAIN properties in the Simon's
Town area are subject to restitution
claims by dispossessed owners, a
spokesman for the South African
Navy has confirmed.

Captain Fred Marais was replying
yesterday to a report that the Ocean
View branch of the ANC hoped that
more than 1 000 families could be

oused in properties that had become
vacant as the navy shrank.

T 15/7(7F

He said the Waterfall Barracks,
although “defence endowment prop-
erty”, was subject to a restitution
claim.

The “only vacant warehouse is
also on the same stand”.

A number of restitution cases were
pending, although not all the claims
had been lodged yet. The SANDF
could not dispose of land until claims
to it had been finalised.

“There are also large portions of

m111tary end wment prﬂperﬁty nd

Admiralty Land,” Marais said.

"The question is therefore not
simply about the SA National
Defence Force’s vacating a building or
area and making it available for com-
munai needs.”

The SANDF’s transformation and
the restitution claims would have to
run their course before it could be
established which buildings might be
made available, Marais said.




Women rally to keep alive

ories of District SiX

ASHLEYSMITH s with reproductive rights, women in the
S1arr REPORTER media and women and healing. These
. issues are dealt with in innovative ways,
Hundreds of women gathered at the including using poetry, drama and various
District Six Museum at the weekend to  interactive processes,” Miss Pillay said.
reminisce and read poetry about life in A hit with the crowd was Lueen Con-
the suburb before it was razed under ning performing an extract from her play
the Group Areas Act. | A Coloured Place, which had rave reviews
Moving forward by remembering the inDurbanlast month.
past was the theme of the Cape Town The play focused on a colowred commu-
Women's Café meeting. nity in Durban but had a universal mes-

Maganthrie Pillay, a founder memberof sageinthatit portrayed a desperate search
the Women’s Café, said it was important forheritage and roots, Miss Conning said.
for women to hear what had happened in “These days society 15 s0 fragmented
District Six so that they could learn from and in the coloured community family
the people who had experienced “these units are continually broken down. In
awful injustices”. order for us to define who we are, we have

The organisation was founded in Febru-  to know where we come from and that 1
ary and holds monthiy meetings which howour heritage can save us.” -
focus on issues important to women. Miss Conning said the production was -

“We have already had meetings dealing coming to Cape Town sO0n. |




PROPOSAL BEFORE LAND CLAIMS COURT NEXT MONTH

Plan to help District Six reg

FORMER residents of District Six are hoping to re-establish-
Ing the once vibrant community that waxs forced out by
apartheid. ROGER FRIEDMAN and BEINNY GOOL report.

(QOKING at the freshly paint-

ed wall surrounding the block

of flats on the edge of District
Six, from which they were forcibly
removed nearly 20 years ago, a
group of Valhalla Park residents
wondered how they’d be able to
prevent their children from redeco-
rating it with graffiti.

They want to come back to
their beloved Bloemhof Flats —
now renamed Skyways — and are
pinning their hopes on a commu-
nity-based restitution and redevel-
opment proposal for District Six,
which facilitators will put to the
Land Claims Court next month.

The cornei-
stone ot the
proposal is that

made owrr (Bloemhof) flats so nice
now. They will never want us
back,” she said.

Ms Jennifer Price also stayed
there for about 40 years, before the
family w as evicted in 1980.

“It chhanged my life so dramati-
cally,” shhe said. “Ilost my lover. He
just refuased to move to Valhalla
Park. Anad so [ became a single par-
ent. Until today my children have
been unhappy in Valhalla Park. We
will be sO happy to move back.”

Mrs Fatima Johnson lived at
Bloemh of for about 20 years: “In
Valhalla Park I lost my grandchild.
She was just 10 when they shot her

dead. They crip-
pled her mother

‘There are some people  and killed her

former resi- / father. Valhalla
dents form a who don’t want to Park is not our
community | come back, who say type of Em.mﬂs
benciiclsry | thingswill neverbe £ b
the ,__wmanmmm. the same, or who don’t cmnwm_ F:um_un
ey want wonders now
1o come back. | wantto confront SO e can ever be
buttheyearsin | y1any sad memories. wjmmﬁ_ﬁa for
v taken | But the majority of us RN
their toll. It's | want our flats back .’ extra hour spent
almost as if travelling to
they don’t be- town each day. m
lieve they are Mr Ganie
good enough to live in town. Abrahams said former Bloemhof

The forced removal of the peo-
ple of District Six, and the deliber-
ate attempt to destroy the sense of
community after the area was
declared white in 1966, were
among the worst manifestations of
forced removals. |

“Nothing can undo the suffer-
ing caused by these actions,” the
Department of Land Affairs com-
mented in an affidavit to the Land
Claims Court last year. But it was
essential that steps were taken to
give effective redress as far as possi-
ble; steps the department was com-
mitted to helping achieve.

“We tried to stick together
when they sent us there (to Valhal-
la Park),” said widow Ms Wilhelmi-
na Abrahams, whose family occu-
pied flat 165D for about 40 years.

“My husband died of a broken
heart and my daughter died of TB.
My sons turned into gangsters. We
stayed so nicely here, but we live in
fear of Valhalla Park. They have

residents had recently considered
occupy ing the flats until they
could secure an undertaking they
would be allowed to return, but
this had been postponed to allow
the court to make its decision.
“There are some people who
don't wamnt to come back, who say
things wwill never be the same, or

who don’t want to confront so-

many Sad memories. But the
majority of us want our flats back.”

The facilitators propose that the
beneficiary trust enters into negofi-
ations with the present owners of
the flats as soon as possible. The
tlats are shaping up as one of the
trickier aspects of the restitution
process, paradoxically, because
they were not flattened with the
rest of 1> strict Six.

Another tricky aspect could be

that of the Moravian Chapel,
presently on land owned by the

Cape Technikon. The chapel has
been maintained by the National

e F"-"illl IR
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CHURCH HAVEN: “It might not look as grand as the
city.” Kallie August in front of the chapel which stands on ground owned by th

Monuments Council since its
parishioners were sent away.

The facilitators will tell the
Land Claims Court next month
that former residents consider the
return of all religious sites and
structures as non-negotiable.

The Rev Kallie August was one
of the last people to leave District
Six at the end of 1980.

“All around us was bulldozed.
We were alone here. We want to
come back here now. This is our
property. When we have reclaimed
our land Moravians will come back
to worship. A remnant of our con-
gregation remained, some up at
Springfield Terrace and some on
the other side of the boulevard.”
The facilitators propose the trust
enter into urgent negotiations with
the Technikon.

Anglican Cathedral in fown, but we want our Moravian Chapel back.

e Cape Technikon.

ain 1ts so

tis our cathedral in the
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Authorities will back restitution

ROGER FRIEDMAN

THE Western Cape provincial adminis-
tration and the City of Cape Town have
agreed to withdraw their application to
the Land Claims Court to redevelop Dis-
trict Six in the “public interest”, and to
support, instead, a redevelopment and
restitution process shaped by forcibly
removed former residents. -

Facilitators Dr Elaine Clarke and Dr
Neville Alexander, who were appointed
to search for an amicable solution after
former residents opposed the province’s
and city’s application to the court last
year, were informed on Friday that they

had succeeded in striking common

groutd.

A"very relieved” Clarke said yester-
day: Both the province and the council
haveagreed to withdraw their Section
34 application, and have agreed in prin-
cipleto the formation of a vehicle such
as a community beneficiary trust, to
driveredevelopment and restitution.”

The matter returns to the Land
Claims Court in two weeks. It will be
precded by a pre-trial hearing today.

After extensive consultation with
forner residents, the facilitators propose
thatthe court grants an order under Sec-
tion35 of the Land Restitution Act
whia provides for the establishment of
a truf or non-profit company.

Former residents will be the share-
holders of the trust or company, which
will drive, co-ordinate and monitor the
redevelopment and restitution process-
es, in consultation with the relevant
authorities.

A spin-off of the facilitation process
has been the virtual reconstitution of
the District Six community, scattered as
it may be now. One of the arguments
put forward in support of the “public
interest” driven redevelopment propos-
al was that the community had com-
pletely disintegrated.

The consultation process appears to
have been the catalyst for its miraculous
reconstructioit.

- ———

Alniri trd
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COMING HOME: “My parents moved into our fiat in 1940. | was born in
1942. We stayed here for 40 years,"says Jennifer Price. |




it af & S LA |
asfr sesssemdd U NSESEnae aonenooe s ne iuouad M J0ISS sleAud s.eauly inos jo Aluedsoud pue yiesm sy} JeYy; BNsus . _ - . .

"Pres Jxodax o) “1snay oy Aq PUB[JUBIBAJO 9y} 5INJIJ5UOD PMOYS JunourR ouleseq ‘a3ndsIp a3 Sutaosea Jo Lem v puy pus
uoryismboe o1y pus s[eaomoz paaxoy ayy J9q - SIIYMIF[D UOLBPOUWITIOIIR IO pUB] SMIA AJUNWWOD N0 PUNOS 0] 3aM0d a1} 4
"WIITIAL 0 [BLIOWISWT B JO WOI)93.10 813 ‘sarjra jusfeambs aAr32x pnom uonesuacdmod  Aq pajurodde ‘oxae]) JUTe[y pusv I9puUBXo
TIWTUI0) J18Y) 0} §9918 SNOLSI[ad JOULIO) T8 103 Suydo asoyy sy ‘opqissod ologm uepd  offtaaN Sx0geji[iony Aq 1rodex poaoidde

J0 UOIjeI015a1 91f} 9I9M EO[qBI0S0U-TUO N juomdo(ossp pejerdajur ey ur pajBpom  £[opia B8 jo uolssImqns oty PRA0[I0] STY ], “
‘POIp Aoy} al0y  -ur00O® 9q pnom SJUIOY JXT9Y3 JO UOI)B.IO}EDL " Jserejur umn_ﬂam a3 ur dur b

~9q uonssuaduied Jurassar Jnoqe JRSWIS  JI0J JUISIM 9801], ‘uoryBsSUaduIod °Iqe]  -4o®eq 0) wIep SAYLIOYINE oY) paunuLIspU: o
-39d 2I9M WOYM. JO AURTH ‘SISUMO pus  -mbo pue jsnf, jo siseq 83} uo muﬂ% °f8} S, pres wegq ‘Isms 03 punoj u29q pey 819 i
SJUElS) IOULIO) PIqeSIp pus Apors ‘Aliep sonmnsar yey) poesodoad giodex oyjy, XIS JOLIISK]-XA,, mc AJunwwod siqeyriuapt __
"[° 0} 9jqB[IeAR aq P[NOYS JoTjod WLIJUY so9jSTILI) Jo paBOq oY) o81e[ B ‘sjumaydde 91} JO MoTA oY 03 LAxrex
‘PIeSI00a10) 'opdoad o szequiaw ororgyo X9 9] pruom Ajfedmumnr - -uor) ‘seArjejuessidor [e39] pue Ljrunumrmod

80U 03 31 B3dadow oq pMoM Junowe usio}e  pue souracrd 913 pus ‘Isnr) o) JO8lsquismr  pepnput Yormym Suyosw B 38 Aepiaysaf pres
UBY[} 910Ul SUILJOWIOS ‘duruurdeq Mou v PuB  238ID08SSe OUI00D( pInOMm sjuBwWIiB]D [V Wed 8|1 adpnp ‘g 39n8ny uo J8E 1IN0 ot}

.

uIpimg-uorjeu ‘Surpaay .mmmemn Jo sy ‘88200.1d Jusmadofasapas puw uon) Uays aoed oxe) pinom [eMBIpyIIM YL,
Ul 2IN9893 8 98U 03 S Op 03 ad01] UBd 91815  -MYsax otf) SALIP 0 ‘UonrBIoosSE Alradoxd ‘SUITE[O [BNPLATPUT JO Spuesnoy)
911} [TV "ouodrapun mbmm Lo} 8so[ puB BULIa]  [EUNWUIO? B 10 Aueduros [ZUonjeseseloyl ojidsap ‘sismg pajerdaqur uv uo podojoa
Jns oty Jo ojdoad Led o3 srqissodun 51} -I9 ‘peysiiqe)ss sq jenr) Ajrunuworos 4180 -3p aq 03 pur[ xIg Pusyy 10} uoywordde
1813 st govoxdde smy3 10y uorBALjOT YT, -§ousq ® j8Y) pepuewmurodsax yrodai oyf, HNAT) SWI[D) PUBT JI01) MRIPYLA 03 usd
XIS JLISY(] U1 30U3pIsal sJUBWIBD. UCHIIISOI [ENPIAIPUIIO) §8T JUSWILIOACS ade WIg)Sap\ oY) pue Aursd
U3 Jo yISus] 53U} £q pauruLIajep o Pinoa  -Xs oste prnoys mnnum%mbmmmn_ Sloployeysys  -runm umoy, ade) oy, — NMOL d8dvD
junoure sy, “pres jxodea ayy ‘pappe Squwy  ‘pus] oy jo juswmdo[osdpair pojeadagur
SJUNOUIe 9UP 1530 [[8 YoIgm 0) UOIJEPUNO] U HO SNEUASUOY PBOI(G 8BM 2I191) SJIYA . - dosug epuiy
@w@a%mmwo& PIq puejy XIS JILI1)S1¢
A _@ @ ~ ® m H ® “ @ Q
L661 2z Ainr“Aepseny ‘Ava ssanisng Sy
ey

- ———— . —

B e e et T e ——— o P .I..II-"{FLLuJIr\!r gy i L Sy ——t— - e e S Py - p—rt - - - St i n .|.- .I...I:J.J\.Ih_n.l. P = - ot
_ | T Swaziland  environmen-
- . — - —— I A e TR ——" ; — L T - Pl — . —— -

] oo

N

-. 3 . Cee 1,...-.._._._"__'.... -
__ A i H L
: . SRR rdraeran,

-._ i - . . L Jf.{ﬂ__ m.:. L n._.. _E. *.”1.1_% i | F._L L3




s

District

------------------------------------------------------------------------

An organisation charged with co-ordinating
restitution and redevelopment in District Six
will be launched at the District Six Museum on
August 3. | - ‘

Tt is also the date, set down by the Commission on
Restitution for Land Rights, when the current hold-
ers of the land, the Cape Town Municipality and the
provincial government, will apply to withdraw a
controversial Section 34 application. |

The Section 34 claim, which would have exempt-
ed District Six from individual land claims, was a
thorn in the flesh of the many former residents and
tenants of the area. They believed provincial and
local authorities were using it to exclude individual
claimants from submitting claims to the Land
Claims Court. -~ - , |

Facilitators Neville Alexander and Elaine Clarke
have for the past nine months engaged all interested
groups ih a process aimed at finding the most amica-
ble way of resolving the District Six restitution
claims and the Section 34 application. b

The facilitatots got the local municipality and the
provincial government to withdraw the application, o
and all parties agreed to work together to form aben- :
eficiary community trust.
Dr Alexander said the court hearing on August 5 ?
was necessary to formalise the beneficiary commu- I
nity trust. |

“Given the history of forced removals in District 3
Six it is important that we use this moment to show ;
the people of the Cape Town and the rest of the coun- )
try that by resolving the matter there is hope in | ;.
restitution,” he said.
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‘WE PLAN TO STAY’

AS FORMER District Six residents celebrated the trust
scheme which could retum their land, an opposing group
set up shacks in the area. ROGER FRIEDMAN reports.

S 600 foscibly-removed for-

mer residents of District Six

athered yesterday to cele-

brate the imminent refurn of their

land to a community beneficiary

trust, a smalt group of other former

residents who are opposed to the

idea of a trust was erecting shacks
on the land.

By late afternoon two shacks
were up. Spokesman for the group,
Mr Ebrahim Jacobs, said they were
the forerunners of a much larger
group. Three organisations were
involved in the land invasion, he
said: The Concerned Ex-Residents
Association, of which he is secre-
tary, the Voice of District Six and

OLIVE BRANCH: Anwar Nagia, chairman of the Land Restitution Front.

a—ry

Roots.

Responding, Mr Anwar Nagia,
chairman of the Land Restitution
Front and convener of the interim
Community Beneficiary Trust, said
he wished to “extend an olive
branch” to the group, which he
feared was being misled by “anoth-
er force”.

After a long facilitation process,
the Cape Town City Council and
the Western Cape provincial
administration agreed last month
to withdraw an application to the
Land Claims Court to redevelop
District Six in the “public interest”,
and to support, instead, a redevel-

opment and restitution process.

shaped by former residents.
The formal withdrawal of the
(Section 34 of the Land Restitution
Act) application will take place
when the Land Claims Court con-
venes in the District Six Museum
tomorrow. Thereafter, a new appli-
cation under Section 35 of the act
will be lodged. This section allows
for the creation of a community

. beneficiary trust.

- This was the reason for the
party yesterday, “a celebration for

the victory of the return of our -

land”, Nagia said. . -
Jacobs said the Concerned Ex

- Residents Association spoke on

behalf of about 800 people
removed to Lentegeur, specifically,
and on behalf of all the other for-
mer residents, genesally.

... He said the land invasion was

taking place to protect former ten-

-~ ants, whose interests would be bet-

ter served by the Section 34 appli-
cation than by the Section 35
option. A second reason for the

occupation was to speed up the

Battle looms as group sets

up shacks in District Six

rylsltt  @)E)

redevelopment of the area, which
he believed should be taking place
simultaneously with the evolving
restitution process.

“We plan to stay here now.
Word is out and people will be
moving,” said Jacobs.

He alleged that the group had
attempted to participate in the
facilitation process, “but we were
denied it". Nagia denied this. He
feared that the real reason for their
opposing the trust was that they
were opposed to black people
being included as beneficiaries.

“There seemns to be underiying

. racism. | cannot think of any other
"/Teasofl for them to cty wolf. Theze.
« 15 this fallacy that District Six was

putelyacolouredarea. .. . .

“Although the provisions of the
Land Restitution Act make
allowance for people fo claim land
stolen from them only after 1913,
we believe that if we use that date it
will only serve to vindicate the rob-
bery of the land. Large numbers of
the black community were kicked
out between 1901 and '1912,”
Nagia said. o “ o

+ “I think those ﬁmnEm (Jacobs’

‘group) are being misled and there

is another agenda behind this
group. They were past and parcel of
the entire process.”

* There were about 71 000 people
living in District Six when it was
declared a white area under the
Group Areas Act in 1966.

Residents fought a bitter and
protracted fight against their
forced removal, but the govern-
ment ended up expropriating
2 375 properties — about two-
thirds of which were owned by
white absentee landlords.

opposition to the proposed formation of a trust to guide the redeveiopment of the area.

Py

OUR LAND: Former resident Hadjie Levy is one of those behind the occupation of District Six land in

PICTURES: BENNY GOOL
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Street life: a display in the District Six Museum

STAFFHEDmEH |

Ram fa:led to put a damper on the
spirits of former residents of District
Six when they paid tribute to the
campaign to win back thelr right to
return to the area.

Nearly 400 people attended the meeting
of the District Six Civic Association in the
District Six Museum in Buitenkant Street
to celebrate the return of the area te 1ts for-
mer residents. |

Assecmtlen chairman Anwah Nagla
who was loudly applauded for his part in
getting the land returned, said the Land
Claims Court would sit tomorrow and give
the people the right to drive the develop-
ment process in District Six.

He was referring to the impending for-
mal withdrawal of the Section 34 applica-
tion by the Cape Town Municipality and
the Provincial Government.

The local authorities, who own the land,
will ask the court to withdraw the applica-
tion, in terms of which the local authorities

vym ba

ck Dlstnct 6

ceuld have ex uded mdnruiual fenner res
idents inredevelopmentplans. -

At a pre-trial conference last month the
local authorities and representatives of
various District Six community organisa-
tions agreed that the Section 34 application
be withdrawn. This followed nine months
of hard work by facilitators Neville Alex-
ander and Elaine Clarke.

A trust or communal property asseela-
tion will be established which will be regis-
tered as a Section 21 company and will
monitor the redevelopment of District Six.

Mr Nagia stressed the victory was not
merely for the people of District Six but for
all people removed from their homes under

apartheid group areas legislation.
“It is a milestone in the history of the
people of South Africa,” he said. al

The meeting was held 24 hours after dis-
sident members claiming to be from Dis-
trict Six Development Forum’s Voice of
District Six and CERT (Concerned Ex-Resi-
dents of District Six) staged a protest and
erected a shack near the Cape Technikon
in Kaizersgracht.

Landmark to be used as courtroom in restitution hearings

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The historic Central Methodist Church,
now home to the District Six Museum, WI]]
be transformed into a courtrcom WhEIl the
Land Claims Court makes its ruling in the
District Six land restitution case

tomorrow.

A new representative body charged
with co-ordinating the process of restitu-
tion and redevelopment of District Six will
aiso be launched.

The current holders of the land, the
Cape Town Municipality and the provin-
cial government, will apply to the court to
withdraw their Section 34 application that

was a thorn in the side of the majority of
the area’s former residents and tenants.

in terms of the application, local govern-
ment could have excluded former resi-
dents from their land claim rights.

The court will sit from 9am at the Dis-
irict Six Museum on the corner of
Buitenkant and Albertus streets.
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New tussle over Dlstrlct Slx

Devel()pment fomm

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Fresh controversy surrounds the -
redevelopment of District Six after the
withdrawal of a court action to
prevent piecemeal claims on the land.

The latest controversy is over the for-
mation of a new organisation to take the
process forward after the Cape Town
municipality and province formally with-
drew their Section 34 application today.

The application was aimed at prevent-
ing piecemeal redevelopment of District
Six, but was plunged into controversy
when former residents said it affected their
individual rights.

The w1thdrawal of the apphcatmn came

AT G f& ]9

aﬁ:er facilitation by Neville Alexander and
Elaine Clarke, during which it was agreed
that a new body should be formed to drwe

the redevelopment.

But now the District Six Development
Forum, under Basil van Rensburg, John
Oliver and Gamsa Martin, has questioned
the way a new organisation is being set up.

The forum maintains it was established
in 1995 as “an all-inclusive stakeholder
body” and that it had agreed in principle to
dissolve as soon as a new “legitimate, non-

discritninatory and representative body is

created”.

In a statement, the forum said it
believed the Land Clalms Court hearing
opened the way for a “new initiative lead-

= - - — .

challenges

process’” and con
on their work.

 SULCESSO

mg to a more cred1ble and representatwe
tulated the facﬂltatﬂrs

But the forum sau:l 1t cnuld not recng-
nise the ad hoc steering committee elected
“without any notification at an unsched-
uled meeting on July 10°". It also said that it
could not recognise the draft constitution

“of the beneficiary trrust tn which the

facilitatorsreferred. - .-

“The narrowing down of beneﬁc1ar1es
to claimants with verifiable claims
excludes the majority of ex-residents who
hatée an interest in D1str1ct Six,” the fnrmn
sal -
The new body was due to be launched at
the District Six Museum tonight.

e e . - .
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After more than 30 years of being a
symbol of apartheid’s hated Group
Areas Act, District Six has been
handed back to its former residents so
they can drive its redevelopment.

- Yesterday the Land Claims Court, sit-
ting in the historic Central Methodist
Church, now home of the District Six
Museum, granted the owhers of the land -

- the Cape Town municipality and the

provincial government - leave to withdraw
their Section 34 application, which could
have excluded thousands of victims of
forced removal from claiming restitution.

The applicants applied for the ruling |

last year because they felt it was the best
way to ensure the area was developed ina
holistic way to benefit all former residents.

Excited former residents, who packed
the museum, applauded Land Court Judge— -
President Fﬂ{]le Bam'’s ruling

For Langa resident Cyrﬂ Mandindi,
who grew up in District Six and was
forcibly removed in 1963, the ruling
renewed his hopeand faith in the land
restitution process. |

“We were forced out of our homes and-

dumped like cattle in the middle of ‘|
- nowhere. The apartheid government treat-

ed us like dirt but this ruling now makes it
possible for us to be compensated.

“The wishes and dreams of people can. . |

now be reatised,” he said.

In recent months most former residents
had united under the banner of the District
Restitution Front and opposed the Section
34 application. Facilitators were appointed
by the land commission office and it was
agreed to withdraw the applmatiun |

After the formal court session, facilita-
tor Nevilie Alexander appealed to the vari-
ous parties to support an eight-person
steering committee eélected recently to
bring the beneficiary community together.

But not all parties are happy with the
decision. The area’s former -Roman
Catholi¢ priest, Basil van Rensburg, made
a submission on behalf of the District Six*
Develupment Forum saying they did not"*
recognise the steering committee and the "'
conflict situation developing tould hamper

goes back

Technikon apologzses -
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the process of attracting the funds neces-
sary for affordable housing.

- Much to the surprise of those present, a
representative of the Cape Technikon,
“ Jacques van Zyl, stood up and apologised
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- Group Areas victims: former District Six tenants Cyril Mandind! and George Makupula at the hearing

for the role the technikon had played in the
area. He said staff acknowledged the tech-
nikon should not have been established in
District Six and were “truly sorry” it had
moved into the highly sensitive area.
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Fresh hopes of @

return to District S

g—-1t/8/97
s{v):;:zrahhakaraé (% 1)

T housands of peopie evicted from Cape Town’s

District Six in the apartheid era Werc given
nope of restitution this week — 10 regain their
land or get financial compensation.

Their hope springs from a joint decision by the
Western Cape provincial government and the Cape
Town city council to withdraw an application made
last year for the land.

The application, in the Land Claims Court, sought
to challenge the claims of former residents on the
grounds o “public interest”.

District Six 18 valuable land within walking dis-
tance of Cape Town's central business district. The city
council had planned 1o develop land made vacant by
the previous government.

Starting in the 1960s, government pulldozers flat-
tened houses after the suburb was zoned for whites in
terms of the Group Area Act. The 35000 coloured rest-
dents were forcibly relocated to townships in the Cape
Flats. Much of the suburb remains a wasteland.

Former residents fought against the redevelopment
plans prepared by the city council and the Wesiern
Cape government. They argued that the Cape Town
Community Land Tyust, the body set up to implement
the plans, was not representative.

Dr Elaine Clarke, one of two facilitators appointed
by the Land Claims Court io identify all possible
claimants to the land, said this week: “The people who
were thinking ‘Nothing will ever happen in our life-
time, we will never get anything hack while we live’,
are now thinking ‘We know we will get our land’.”

Former residents can now claim their original land,
other land in the area, financial compensation or land
in the area in which they now live.

The Land Claims Court willmove gwiftly tosetupa
commission to validate the claims of former residents
before the end of the month.

Anwah Nagia, chair of the District SX Land Restitu-
tion Fund, said a trust is to be formed for the victims of
the forced removals. Buildingnew houses, toenable peo-
ple to return {0 their land, will start within six months.

Saat
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A people’s victory in Dlstrlct 6
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After 30 yea("s Q

" THE RECENT LAND CLAIMS COURT -
RULING ON DISTRICT SIX MAKES IT

POSSIBLE FOR FORMER RESIDENTS TO | b
 MONITOR REDEVELOPMENT. REPORTER

JOSEPH ARANES LOOKS AT WHAT
DEVELOPMENT IS PLANNED

‘ﬂn February 11 1966, the apartheid re- :
gime's Community Development Minis- :

ter PW Botha and Planning Minister Jan -~
Haak announced the government's inten-

tion that District Six-was to be declared a
group area for whites.

In the following months, hundreds of
families were forcibly removed, their

homes bulldozed and they themselves o
dumped on the sandy dunes of the under— -

developed Cape Flats townships.

The bustling, cosmopolitan and racial-
ly mixed area -a practical embodiment of
South Africa’s rainbow nation, vears
before its time - was no more.,

In its place were the shattered memo-

ries and dreams of people, piles of rubble

that once were their homes and the un-
sightly desolate land on the foothill of
Table Mountain became a symbol of the
hated Group Areas Act.

From their match-box houses scat-
tered across the ghettos of the Cape Flats,
the victims continued the struggle to
reclaim District Six. !

Finally, last week, they claimed victo-
ry when the Land Claims Court ruled
that the people should drive the redevel-
opment process of the area,

The court granted the preseit holders

of the land, the Cape Town Municipality -
"and the Western Cape Provincial Admin- -
istration, leave to withdraw a Section 34

application, which they had lodged in
June 1996 to ensure the area was holisti-
cally developed.

f'ormer residents opposed the applica-
tion, arguing the Section 34 application

denied them their individual right to.

claim back their original properties.
Dozens of excited former residents

| who attended the court hearing sponta-
| neously applauded Land Court Judge-
| President Fikile Bam's ruling.

For Langa resident Cyril Mandindi,

| one of the 1 067 people who had submitted
| arestitution claim, the ruling renewed
| his faith in the land restitution process.

“We were forced ot of our homes and.

| 1dumped like cattle in the middle of no-
| where, The apartheid govermment treat-

ed us like dirt, but this ruling now makes
it possible for us to be compensated.

“The wishes and dreams of people can
now be realised, although it remains a
pity that the new development will not be
able to re-create the vibe and energy that
we experienced before the bulidozers,”
said Mr Mandindi.

But what, exactly, that cumpensatiun

will be, when it will be dispensed or who

will be allowed to re-settle in the new
District Six, still has to agreed upon by alt
the roleplayers.

Brian Hurwitz, legal officer of the
Western and Northern Cape Commission
on Land Restitution, said the court ruling
paved the way for all former residents to
form a legal body to ltaise with the local
authorities on the redevelopinent.

The body would provide a represen-
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Bong of nuntﬂnﬁnnfme future of District Six lias swung In the balance since its Inhabitants were forcibly moved out of the area under the Group Areas Act

| tative, dechratic and cnmprehensiire

-~ framework to give all legitimate

. claimants the opportunity-toobtain Iegal '

" redress.

Mr Hurwitz said part of their brief
would be to agree on the mechanisms, eri-
teria and framework to be used for deal-

"+ ing with the restitution claims,

“Not all of the claimants have indicat-

others have submitted elaims for finan-
cial compensation.
“The exact amount of finanecial com-

' pensation has not been decided upon by

the Land Affairs Department yet as all

claims must be validated and factors, -

such as how long

people stayed in the .~ S A
. “There is no reason why

. sult with all the claimants and to come up

with acceptable proposals on compensa-
tion and for the redevelopment of the

" area.

Commitiee spokesman and veteran
District Six civic campaigner Anwah
Nagia said they had argued from the out-
get that the problems of restitution could

' not be predominately resolved in a court,
ed that they want to resettle in District
Six; some opted for alternative land while . .
the victims to drive the process and they

- would not allow the Government or the
local authorities to seize the initiative -
from the people,

as was done under the previous regime.
He said the court rullng empowered

“We will to sit down round a table with
the affected people to jointly come up
with solutions and
this process must

district, have to be . take into account
identified and taken - =5 people who were
into 'i]‘.fl:lﬂuunt. - construction of the ﬁrst gurcxbﬁ.; removed
“The court also oy . rom the ‘area as
needs to rule on the houses can’t start in early as 1900.”
issue once consen- 147 Hundreds of fam-
sus has been Janmry andf' amilies be ., ilies, largely Af-
reached.” rican, were removed

With regard to
resettling the vic-
tims of the Group Areas Act back in Dis-
trict Six, regional land commissioner
Wallace Mgoqi is on record as saying he
is confident the first batch of claimants
and families will move back into the area
within a year.

Mr Hurwitz said that in all cases
where there was a group claim it was the
policy of the commission to encourage
claimants to form a restitution commit-
tee.

At present, an eight-person steering
cominittee, representing the beneficiary
community, has been established to con-

resettled early next year’

from the area from
190t onwards in
terms of the then health laws following an
outbreak of the bubonic plague.

These people were resettled in N'd-

. abenl.

Mr Nagia said development plans for
the area, commissioned by the Cape
Town Land Trust last year, might not be
technically flawed, but the new body
would have te look at the proposals again
as they had been put forward without
broad consultations taking place with
clannants

“We will canvass the support and
ideas of the victims and find out exactly

what their needs are and, if necessary,
develop new plans to cater for the needs |
of the benefictary community."”
He said a separate stakeholders’ con-
sultative forum would be established to -

take into account the concerns of organi- |

sations and other interested bodies.

“While we will not let ourselves he
trodden on, we will consult the business
community and the already emerging
new District Six comununity and be sensi-
tive to their needs.

“But we will not allow them to shape
the redevelopment policy.

“They must realise that we are not
new neighbours moving into the area,
but are the victims of forced removals
who were robbed of their land and are
moving back home.” -

The new body also will assist the
regional land commission's office in
drafting compensation packages for
those victims who have applied for com-
pensation and will help with the valida-
tion of clalms.

Mr Nagia said hundreds of families
had not submitted claims because they
never believed they ever would be com-
pensatéd for the hurt and suffering they
experienced under aparthetd.

People have unttl the end of April to
submit claims to the Commission on
Land Restitution Rights, Matrix House,
73 Strand Street, Cape Town.

Mr Nagia said: “There is no reason
why construction of the first batch of
houses can’t start in January and the first
families be resettled by early next year.

“People must be hopeful and positive,
yet approach the project humbly and not
allow other parties to throw a spanner in
the works or let bureaucracy delay the
process.”




Trust established
to guide District
S1x development

Louise Coo i

A NEW trust, ré%r%st!ntm'g and
claimants, was set up earlier this
month to guide the future devel.
opment of Cape Town’s District
Six, sources said yesterday. o
af earlier

After the withdraw
this month of a court application
by the Cape Town city council to
ban restoration of land in the area,
the new trust would be launched
formally in 2 month’s time to over-
see development, Interim Benefi-
ciary Trust chairman Anwah Na-
gia said. _ *

“The new trust represents a
major switch away from the past
in as far as the process (of devel-
opment) will now be community
driven,” Nagia said. e

District Six had been the focus
of the local and international me-
dia for years after the forced re-
moval of thousands of people from
the area during the 1960s under
Group Areas legislation. In recent
ﬁears a Cape Town city council

ousing project had to be stalled to
allow land claims from residents
to be sorted out.

To date 1 600 claims have been
lodged, but Nagia said the launch
of the new trust could see the
number of claims rise to 5 000 by -
next year. He said the new trust |
would speed up development, but
sources warned restoration of
land would “complicate” progress.

“We are forced to look at medi-
um to high density (housing) if we
want people close fo the inner city.

“Restoration of land could com-

licate this severely,” Cape
own'’s city council planner Dave
Daniels said,

Provincial land affairs spokes-
man Terence Fife said another
problem was that there was no
obligation on claimants to use the
new trust — they could insist on
operating on their own.

The District Six case was also
likely to qualify for a special unit
— geparately financed by the land
atfairs department — to probe the
validity of claims.




il FORTUNATELY the old

, Simon's Town is dead.

; What is left of it Is pure
white, as blank as a plece of paper.”

This quote, by one Dumps Willis,
has pride of place in the Project
Phoenix exhibition, marking the
30th anniversary last month of forced
remmovals of coloured and black peo-
ple from the town, at the Simon’s
Town Museum.

n 1973, the (Cape) Argus reported
in an editorial that Siron's Town was
a ghost town, with a curfew of 6pm to
6am for any of the former fishing and
farming communities of the town
and Red Hill, who had to return to
work in the town by day.

Today, members of these commu-
nittbs meet only at funerals and some
chiurch occastons, when they talk
about the old days. There are tears
when they recalt being moved from
corftfortable homes and neighbour-
hoods to the concrete boxes and sand
gardens of Gcean View, then called
the despised “Slangkop”.

“The only thing you could say
abolit Stangkop, as the area was at first
known, was that it had an ocean
view, and only from some places.
After the people moved there, they
rertamed it. They hated the Afrikaans
name because they felt they were an
English community, which Simon’s
Town was,” says Mr Gregory Edwards,
33, who was slx years old when his
family was moved to Ocean View in
1970.

“When we lived in Simon's Town,
we had white, coloured and Muslim
nelghbours. Suddenly we were ene-
mies.”

Edwards, who accompanled the
Cape Times to $imon’s Town and
Ocean View, had lived with his family
{n a comfortable flat at Waterfall Bar-
racks, where they had running water,
a bath and a fitted kitchen,

, They were moved to a concrete
block of fiats at Slangkop, where the
plpes were bare against the wall and
thete were only a totlet, a sink and
two rooms for four adults and two
children.

Edwards now lives with his moth-
et and father, Gladys and Gabriel
Edwills, in Plumstead, They would

deatly love to retum to Simon’'s Town

and have flled a land restitution
claim, but they could not afford to
buy property there,

“My grandfather on my father’s
side was an Englishman who married
a Coloured woman. When he drown-
edd, she moved back in with her own
famly. She was a quiet woman and
she didn‘t keep any of the papers to
prove that he had owned property at
Klelp Vishoek.”

r Albert Thomas, African

Natjonal Congress chairman for
Qceln View, says about 1 300 families
from Ocean View desperately need

accommodation. Naval bulldings -

starld unused in Simon’s Town —
Whihr.he asks, can’t these be given

Daigh

-sons who have

o Forg()‘[teﬂ f()]k Of _S].IIlOIl.)S TO

g3 4 SIMON’S TOWN lost its soul when the Group
St (Areas Act drove out its fishermen and farmers.
ol Even if they could return, they wonder if they:
% lwould be welcome; DIANE CASSERE reports,.«<
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ters and:

made good . -

' SOME well-known members of
tie Simon’s Town community —
and where they are now, where,
- this is known: |
.. Vincent Hampion, principat
“dancer with the Royal School of.
. Dance (London). '.
. Frank Brown, poet, artist and -
art lecturer {Baltimore, United
States). | ’

Peter Clark, poet and author, :

‘sorne of whose work was banned

. in South Africa (shares his time
- between Ocean View and the US). -
Christopher Kindo, ballet
dancer (Sun City/Johannesburg). :

. Adam Small, poet and author
- (Cape Town). :

"~ Gladys and Albert Thomas,

authors (Ocean View). i

- Adnand Davids, lawyer.

Brendan Roberts, trade 1ndu5~ |

try journalist (Hong Kong). ’
Raymond O'Mally, business-
. man (Namibia). -

- Anthony Andrews, former-
principal of Ocear View Senior
‘Secondary School (Glencairm).

Joan Orgill, formerly a teacher
-and now at the Simon’s Town
Magistrate's Court (Ocean View),

~ HISTORICAL FIGURES o

i Mr Baker, imam in Simon’s

- Town, who translated the Q'uran

“into Afrikaans. -

. Mr Cotton, who apparently
single-handedly caught a whale,

~ Mr Dawood Amlay, first

- coloured councitior in Simon’s
Town.

:  Mr Fakier, Labour Party mem
berfor Simon’s Towm, -~~~ -~

LY

back to the community?

The SA Navy’s only reply to date
to Cape Times queries s to acknowl-
edge that some of its property, such as
the Watecfall Barracks, is subject to
land restitution clalms.

Mrs Patty
Davidson who,
with Thomas, 15
a Project Phoen-
ix committee
member, has
moved back into

her family home, =

the former Villa Zain, now called

Amtay House, In Simon's Town.
Although she is happy to be back,

siie says Simon's Town has changed:

“It's not the place we knew — there ts

~ no spirit if the community is not

there. A lot of the homes are owned

- by people who come only at week-

ends or for holidays.”

OVERNIGHT, GROUP AREAS MADE ENEMIES OF NEIGHBOURS
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MUSLIM QUARTER; The lanes of Simon’s Town were once home to many families. This area, with the
mosque In sight at the end of the lane, was part of the Musfim quarter.

Ocean View Is a depressing mix of
concrete “boxes” and more upmarket
homes, with wooden houses and
shacks in the backyards. Many homes
have a small fishing boat in the back
garden or the driveway, but like M1
Gabrlet Edwards, who was a fisher-
man and became a house painter, the
residents can no longer ply their trade
because they have been removed
from the sea,

Instead, what you find In Simon's
Town below Jubilee Square, once a
town square and now a tourist attrac-

tlon with its
statue of Just

~ Pictures Nuisance and
by tourlst curio

' shops, are crisp

: A"AN TAYLOR yachts owned
- - by the well-
heeled, And, of

course, the remains of the navy.

Across the road, in what used to be
the Criterton Cinema, there is a café
and restaurant. Former fish and chip
shops and clothing emporiums now
hustle pottery and bric-a-brac.

Would they be welcome here, the
Simon's Town community continues
to ask?
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cus would pitch its tent. The square is now the heart of “tourist Simon’s Town".

Links with paintul past

DIANE CASSERE

FORCED removals under the Group
Areas Act of 1967 caused untold mis-
ery — and for some people it is not
yet qver.

Mr Gabriel Edwards, of Plumstead,
returns to Simon's Town every
month to his barber, Mr Faiek Karlie.
Thelink with his old home is impor-
tant[and he travels there by train. On
his feturn, he walks to Glencairn,
where he boards a train for home.

Seeing the old places and walking
by the sea keep him in touch with his
community, he says.

Karlie, a barber in Simon's Town
for 24 years, travels to his shop every
day from Grassy Park, “At first ] could-
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n't have a business in my own name
— 1 had to have a white man give his
name for me.” |

Many members of the former
community perform rituals to keep
alive their links with the past. Broth-
ers-in-law Mr Herbie Levendall and
Mr Herbie Lawrence visit their dere-
lict homes at Red Hill every weekend.

They walk through the fynbos and
reminisce: this was the church that
doubled as a schoolroom, here was
our house and here the priest lived.
Levendall and Lawrence have lodged
land restitution claims and dream of
the day when they can live again on
top of the mountain.

Others find journeys into the past
too painful. Mr Andrgw Carlson, a

E SQUARE: Gregory Edwards remembers Jubilee Square as the informal hub of the gwn ere the Cit-
€l

=Tt =241119

painter-storemarn with a City compa-
ny, lives in Ocean View, to which he
was moved in 1969. He is too “heart-
sore” to return to his old home.

“I've been back only twice, for the
march to commemorate 25 years
since the first removals and the 30th
anniversary this year at the museum.

“Simon’s Town is beautiful, it was
a lovely community, I'm in two
minds about going back, but will the
people accept us? I feel the people
who are in charge don’t want us to go
back. We were like a big family. Then
came the removals and one brother
was white, the other coloured. It
broke up families.

“My children can go back i they
want to. It's too late for me, I think.”

cept a]ij}rfe
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a step nearer restitution for being
uprooted from their homes under
the Group Areas Act after the
election of a beneficiary trust.
Nearly 1 000 people attended a
meeting of the Interim Beneficiary

= B Lanrakn
E
. 1
Y
"

% a/g
ict Six residents are -

Trust in the District Six Museum on
Saturday.

Land restitution chairman bbﬂmb
Nagia said the establishment of a

- democratically elected beneficiary

{rust was an important step.

“But while many were uprooted to
Hanover Park, Lavender Hill, Manen-
berg, Valhalla Park, Belhar and else-
where, District Six must not be seen

as something special, Eﬂm a holy
cow,” he said.
“It must not be maumcﬁmn that

people from Claremont, Diep River,

Constantia, Sophiatown and else-
where were also uprooted by the same
draconian apartheid legislation.

“But today is the day we will give
the victims the democratic opportu-

nity to make claim for their homes

2...2 Six cmo_o_m m mﬂmu nearer Eﬁ.oa

thev lost.”

The deadline for restitution claims
is January 3l.

B Trust officials are Rashida Ridley,
Mariam Richards, Yasmien Abrahams,
Nadeem Hendricks, Nazier Khalfe, Cyril
Mandidi, Abduragmaan Parker, Sedick
Christians, Terence Fredericks, Stan
Abrahams, Princess Makapula, Carel
August, Jennifer Price and Anwah Nagia.







MINISTER CALLS FOR NEW FAClLlTATORS

POL|110AL drfferencee between the govemment end these dnwng the :
District Six restitution and redevelopment process could explain the latest
setback to the hepes ef fermer resndents reports ERIC NTABAZALILA |

R, L _
and thrs mlght create preblems later. We

ORMER resrdents ef Distrlct Su-:,

who for nearly 30 years have been

sustained by their dream of “com-

ing home”, were dealt a body-blow

yesterday when Minister of Land
Affairs Mr Derek Hanekom ordered the
land restitution and development process
back to the drawing board.

Addressing a meeting of Land Affairs
officials, members of the District Six Bene-
ficmnes Trust, the Cape Technikon and
other interested parties, Hanekom said the
restitution and redevelopment process,
which got under way six months ago with
the formation of the trust, excluded certain
key stakeholders, «

He ordered new facilitators to be eppe nt-
ed, who would report directly tohim.

Sources close to Hanekom said the min-

ister had no objection to the formation of

the trust, but felt the body was deliberately
excluding roleplayers such as the Cape
Technikon, certain churches in the area,
and the owners of apartments from which
“forger residents were evicted. The sources
 said Hanekom was also concerm

the trust, Mr Anwah Nagia, accused
Hanekom of “setting back the process by 30

years, and now the dreams of some of the-

South Africans who were forcibly removed
from District Six will never be realised”.

. Mr Terence Fife, provincial director of
the Department of Land Affairs, dismissed
these claims and said the minister merely
wanted “to re- -establish elarity on the
whole process”.

Said Fife: “There were stakeholders whe
woxe left outside the process. As the govern-
ment, we have to intervene where we feel
some of the stakeholders were left outside

- formation of the trust — set

‘monitor the restitution and
- -development processes, in

-authorities.

_.the people for the people”,
‘but yesterday it all seemed to

fﬂ.ll ﬂEaIt- “ut"’;. B e

N agta “who has tireleeely
-; 'CEIII]PH.I‘

-, .years for a teturn of the land

tthe ..,
trust was “not prepared to aeeept expert
- advice”. .
<Butan "extremely a.ngry" cherpersen of

. L N
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can’t just leave this process to a group of
people who claim to represent everybody.”
There were about 71 000 people living
in District Six when it was declared a white
area under the Group Areas Act in 1966. It
is remembered as a place of culture and

-vibrancy and, through its destruction,
became one of the most powerful symbels

of the injustice of apartheid.

A lengthy consultative process under
the auspices of facilitators Dr Elaine Clarke
and Dr Neville Alexander was
concluded last july with the

up to drive, co-ordinate and

consultation with the relevant

" {'. P .:_-'.';_r:.,,_
It was trumpeted as restitu-
tion and redevelopment ‘*"by

gried for mare than 20

to its dispossessed former inhebrtents

 threatened to ask the Constitutional Ceurt

to reverse Hanekom's decree.

“Y think Hanekom has underrruned the |

process he had put in place himself. He has

been misdirected by his so-called advisers
who never went to Guguletu, Khayelitsha,
Mitchells Plain and other parts of the town-

ships to listen to and address the people
who were forcibly removed,” Nagia said.
Nagia said the trust would cali meetings
country-wide to explain to the people how
the minister “has terminated a process

‘which was going to fulfil the dreams of

theusar_lds of South Africans”.

‘Fife said he believed the meeting was
“yery positive, as the way forward was dis-
cussed”. He said the meeting agreed on
drafting a record of understanding, clarify-
ing roles and functions of all stakeholders
and the need for negotiations to establish
an appropriate devetepment end delivery

- vehide. } ;&

He said ebeut R2 9 mrllren had been

| allocated for the validatren of restitution
~ claims, and that a District Stx Validation

Unit would be formed.

Fife added that the fauhtaters, Alexan-
der and Clarke, feltthey had played their
part in taking the process forward, and that
they did not wish to continue with it.

But Clarke dismissed the claim that
“they wanted to recuse them-
selves from the precess as
‘nonsense”. . . -

il .. “We never said we d1d not
T want to continue with this
4 process. We feit that if the
# minister was to elect new facili-

B  tators, we were not going to be

part of that. We would not
REI 4 stop the process of facilitation
t . because a few individuals did
# %1 not fee! like taking part in the

' progess, The people who elect-

| "EKTREMEL\' ANGRY "ed us showed their approval by
Anwah Nagia

A AL attending the launeh ef the
7 wust.
- "1t is because the frnal results ef thrs

- process, and the reports we have'made, are

not approved in certain quarters that
Hanekom has decided to take control of
this facilitation process.

 “We feel he is undermining the work
we have done for the people of District Six.
We were under the impression that the
people who would tell us to stop the
process were those who were forcibly
removed from District Six. But it is not so.

“Why didn’t the minister come from

the onset and said he was going to take
control of the process? Why is he cenung
out now?” she asked.
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decide on their own what is best for .
“:"the area as there is more than one Py

tufm'ng the issue into a political foot- |

"+

ball months before the elections, .

reminder of apartheid’s Group
Areas Act, is again at the centre
of a row - this time over its
development. - = o

The area has been the subject of a
land claim dispute with hundreds of
former residents challenging the
Cape Town Municipality and the
provincial government over an
acceptablegrocess to restore their
| lost properties. Lo -

Land Affairs Minister Derek
Hanekom will appoint two new facili-
tators to,bring together the various
stake-holders to map out a plan for
, redevelopment. A
we Hawever, the District Six Benefi.
ciary Trust, established in December
under the chairmanship of Anwah
Nagia, stormed out of a meeting at
Parliament yesterday, saying Mr
Hanekom’s proposal was setting back
the process. o . ,

Mr Nagia accused Mr Hanekom of

- Interested parties. - ~: v ¢ s,
Their efforts resulted in the Land
+Claims Court accepting a motion by
..the local authorities to establish the I

- Last year two independent faci]ita—

-tors, Neville Alexander and Elaine
Clarke, were appointed to mediate
- between local government struc-
. tures, former residents and other

Beneficiary Trust and to withdraw an
‘application which would have made

-1t impossible for the former residents
- tosubmit individual claims,

But the process failed to gain
momentum as some parties would
not accept the bona fides of the trust,
prompting Mr Hanekom's personal
involvement. - |, . - -

Mr Hanekom said: “It is obvious '_

that some people felt excluded and
frustrated at the unfolding process
and we need to accommodatethem in
an all-inclusiveprocess. .

“While it is unfortunate that some

people walked out of the meeting,
they must realise that they can’t.

organisation representing the inter-
ests of the former tenants and resi-
dentsof DistrictSix, . - . .

. “We hope they cdnie béck on
~board.” . L |
- ", Mr Nagia said a few liberals and

S

the minister’s advisers were to blame

. for the 1atest developments.

- “Some of these people, council offi-
cials, a few businessmen and resi-
dents of the new Bloemhof Flats are
not happy with the recent Land

- Claims Court ruling, which empow-

ered the former residents to drive the
process,” he said. - o
. “They want to be in control of the

- brocess, but we will go back to the
- court and ask it to set the land aside

for the trust and the real owners of |

~the land - those who were forc ibly
-removed from their homes.” -

-~ Mr Alexander‘warned that if the

. views of the trust and the court ruling

were not taken into account the .

-brocess would have to be started from
. scratch., | SR

-
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Politicians in
rict 6
STCCm //.’2//':?3

Dist

CHARL DE VILLIERS

LAND Affairs Minister Derek Hanekom
and Cape Town'’s leading left-wing politi-
clans are at loggerheads over how de-
cisions should be taken about the future

|- of District Six.

Hanekom this week unleashed a

storm of protest when he announced
that he would be appointing new facil-
itators to decide how to rebuild the
area. | .
This has outraged the District Six Ben-
eficiary Trust, which has accused
Hanekom of “firing” two prominent
Capetonians — who pioneered a land-
mark agreement on District Six — be-
cause the government wants to control
all development projects itself.

The two fired facilitators are Dr
Neville Alexander and Dr Elaine Clarke,

But Hanekom said key players in the
District Six process had complained of
being marginalised by the trust, which
was set up to facilitate a restitution and
redevelopment process. This has been
denied by the trust and Clarke, who

have instead accused Hanekom of bein

misinformed and out of touch. -
Hanekom said: “At my meeting with
stakeholders on Monday virtually ev-
eryone stood up and expressed dissat-
isfaction with the current process, and
everyone welcomed my intervention ——
except for the chairperson of the Dis.
trict Six Beneficiary Trust, Mr Anwah

Nagia.”

The aggrieved parties included the
Cape Town municipality, Cape Tech-
nikon, churches and the Voice of Dis-

| tritt Six  which tepresents ~ some
claimants forcibly removed to the Cape

Fiats about 30 years ago, he said on F ri-
day. ‘-

- return to District Six. It seems the gov-

-restitution,” he said.

wrangle
' i

“Whatever decisi
the future of District Six, tHis will have to
involve the biggest possible range of
stakeholders. Former residents would
obviously be central to this.

“It’s absurd, however, to continue the
planning process without the endorse.
ment of the city council.

“Our intention is not to undermine the
trust, but to recognise and build on the
work that it has done. But we now have
a less than perfect situation, and the
next step is to get a memorandum of
agreement signed,” he said.

To this end he had decided to appoint
two facilitators who would be account-
able to himself. S S

They would help stakeholders work
out an appropriate method for redevel-
oping District Six, agree on principles,
look at the responsibilities of the state,
and identify resources. |

But according to Nagia, Hanekom was
using “small groupings of spoilers” and
individuals in local and provincial gov-
érnment as “a naive smokescreen” to
mask the government’s intentions.

“This is political interference at the
highest level. Victory is being snatched
from working-class people who want to

€rnment is having a rethink on urban
- The trust would not meet Hanekom
until he had “unconditionally apolo-
gised” to Alexander and Clarke for
“questioning their integrity”.  +

- Nagia said Hanekom seemed to be
equating the victims of the Group Areas
Act with businesses, the Cape Tech-
nikon and the city council. -

. Clarke said she had a “terrible mes-
Sage” for people pinning their hopes on
returning to District Six. “Hanekom says
business has the same status as them
and they'll have to stand in line.”



GLYNHIS UNDERHILL
SPeciaL WRITER

Minister of Land Affairs Derek
Hanekom has dismissed claims by
former District Six residents that
he “hijacked” the land restitution
process for political gain.

Members of the District Six Bene-
ficiary Trust say redevelopment
plans for District Six have cometo a
standstill because of Mr Hanekomt’s
infervention last week.

“My intervention has nothing to
do with politics - even the National
Party Provincial Government has
expressed support for my interven-
tion — and I strongly believe that it is
very important that restitution is not
politicised,” said Mr Hanekom.

Eighteen organisations, repre-
senting thousands of former resi-
dents, maintain they have been left in
the dark. Mr Hanekom announced he
would appoint new facilitators, vet
they said no further negotiations had
taken place. A constitutional court
battle over the issue was on the cards,
said former residents.

Mr Hanekom said attempts were
being made to set up new discussions
to clear up misconceptions.

“The need for the appointment of
new facilitators, who would have
facilitated the creation of a record of
understanding, will be discussed in
this process,” he said.

Mr Hanekom said héhad ultimate
responsibility for restitution as Min-
ister of Agriculture and Land Affairs.

“I would not have interfered if
there had not been a real problem.
Besides which, my intervention was
requested by a variety of people.”

The claimants and their organisa-
tions were absolutely central to the
process of restitution in District Six.

“If the District Six restitution and
redevelopment is going to succeed,
we must include everyone. Of course,
the claimants must take centre stage

id not hijacl
Land Affairs Minister left us in the d
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but we cannot dismiss the views of
residents and duly-elected represen-
tatives in the council and province.”
But Cape Town city council execu-
tive committee deputy-chairman

Saleem Mowzer said the council had
not opposed the process or requested
new facilitators. “Our status was one
of an observer and we did need full
participation. The city councii 1s the
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legal owner of some of the land and
we are holding the land in trust.

“It needs to be a process where all
roleplayers are involved.”

Mr Mowzer sald he believed Mr

OUG PITHEY
Questions: eighteen District Six organisations want to know why Land Affairs Minister Derek Hanekom has left them in the dark. Former District Six residents, from left, Cyril Mandini,

George Makupula, Terence Fredericks and Rashida Ridley are seeking answers

Hanekom'’s intervention was a result
of the Government’s belief that noth-
mg much had happened in the way of
progress on District Six.

Abdul Gatffoor Ebrahim is one of

- Haneko

v JOIer
ARG p1a)98 (8

-

RAAG

reS

dent
the former Fesidents angered by Mr
Hanekom’s “interference”.

“Why ignore the community? The
minister must have a hidden agenda.
Maybe he wants to put in place facili-
tators who will steamroll the District
Six process in his favour. Why'is he
interfering now?” he asked.

Mr Ebrahim’s father, a general
dealer who owned a shop in Windsor
Street, did not live to see District Six
rise from the rubble. Today broken
glass and litter cover the five plots of
land once owned by his family,

While Mr Ebrahim once cherished
a dream of moving his family from
Ryvlands back to District Six, he has
come to accept that this will probably
not happen.

As aresult of negotiations over the
past year, he now believes alternative
land or financial compensation in
cases like his would benefit most peo-
ple. Alternatively he would like par-
ticipation in shareholdings in the
redevelopment of district six.

Having won a battle against the
Cape Town council and the provin-
cial government to have land in Dis-
trict Six set aside for an integrated
redevelopment project, claimants say
the process has been derailed again.

An angry Anwah Nagia, chairman
of the District Six Beneficiary Trust,
said Mr Hanekom had hijacked the
process and his role was divisive.

Former property owners who had
been convinced of the merits of an
integrated project may now abandon
the process. This would leave the way
open for claims in the Land Claims
Court, he said.

“There is no genutine will on the
part of Government for urban restitu-
tion,” he said.

Mr Hanekom said urban restitu-
tion was difficult. “My involvement
in this case is a genuine attempt to
find solutions that will be beneficial
to former residents and at the same
time to the city of Cape Town.”
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JACKIE HEYNS

L I,

A popular columnist in the now
defunct Golden City Post, Aunty
Sammy, could not read or write,

but she was given voice by
Journalist Jackie Heyns who put
her words in print, and people
hung on her every word.

Her ribald views embodied the
spirit of Cape Town’s District Six, a
blace where no one batted aneyelid e vos i U P S Sl e e
suburb, where priest ang prostitute pa
lived side-by-side.

Aunty Sammy once emulated
Lady Godiva, opting for a bathing
suit and a donkey, in a ride through
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turnina boxing match which only CERERRI I e i

really took off once she was out of _,_Lp.?__,._mm THIART CLARENCE COULSON  CLARENCE COULSON
the ring and she laid into her chal- Memories: photographers Jackie Heyns,  Hanover Street: children hang on to a tryck outside a grocery store in Hanover Street,  Sireet Culture: two friends share 3 drink
lenger with bare fists, watched by an left, Clarence Coulson angd George Halleit once the hub of District Six | and a chat in Longmarket Street _ \
eager circle of sailors, _ . o o £ / U \% AR Ql ﬁ \ & Q&Q
~ When Aunty Sammy died, Post, who met photographers lecturing at the Chelsea School of enthuses, “It was full of people, full  where the “cinnamon stick” in your Coulson is the quiet member of Europe. “Memory is a weapon.
nobody believed that she had passed George Hallett and Clarence Coul- Art and Design, and Paylse isdown- oflife. The coons really ruled. At stew was likely to crawl ont ofyour this trio. He OwWns a chemical firm against forgetting,” he says. ._
on and people gathered at the ceme- son this week at g St George’s mal] and-out in Brazil, desperate to come Christmas time they just took over, plate and scuttle across the table. today, but cherishes his pho- Of the present controversy about
tery to see what her next rick would coffee shop for a walk down nemory  home, but without the means to do There were churches, thieves, Why, even the gangsters were tographs and the inemory of what the District Six land, Heyns says:!
be. But, this time, there was no lane. $0. brothels, all next to each other gentlemen! made them. “Wouldn't it be ‘nice’ if we could all
punch line, and her bones NOW rest Their photographs are on exhibi- Heyns admits that after the Hanover Street was abuzz on a “They used to help old ladjes He and Hallett’s photographic 80 back to District Six. How the hell.
along with the memory of Cape tion at the District Six Museum in funeral he did write a few more Saturday morning, with kids catch- Cross the street,” says Hallett, now a nanzmsg of District Six was ini- can you! It’s gone.” “
Town’s deepest scar, District Six. an exhibition entitled Districs Six  columns in which Aunty Sammy ing rides on the buses going up and photographer with the Truthand tiated through Abdul Karim’s Palm But then the conversation mean-
- Unlike the blighted suburb, her Revisited, also featuring works of sald she was Prepared to write from down the street. _ Reconciliation Commission. Tree Studios in Hanover Street. In ders on to the stubject of a gay nethall _-
old house stil] stands on the iringes Wilfred Paulse and Gavin J antjies. heaven, complaining about the lack The “professional ladies”would Heyns concurs: “Most ofthem those days, the practice was tosend league which had its origin in Dis.*
of the wasteland which hag become It’s the first time the five, who lived of drink in her new, cloudy home. be hanging over balconies, shouting would present themselves as leaders bhotographers out to take “street  trict Six and Heyns writes a quick
the subject of bitter dispute over andg worked in District Six, are He gives voice to the Memory of  bargain prices for the morning, and ofg deprived community. pictures”, charging Customers40ca headline in the air: “Men who put’
how it should be redeveloped., exhibiting together and theoccasion how he found District Six when he every now and then the cops would “They never stole from the locals. piece, | their balls in a net.” o
" Her memory wag conjuredupby  cails for huge doses of nostalgia., arrived from Johannesbure to work run by chasing a thief, while “hawk- They would move freely down For 27 years, Hallett was the We all laugh uproariously, and. -
Heyns, a former journalist with Two of the group are missing for Druminigs9, ers galore”sold all kinds of things. Hanover Street and beople would  guardian of the negatives of these fora mmoment, the spirit of District-
SEE magazine and the Golden City because Jantjies lives in London, “Oh, it wag wonderful,” he He remembers a local restaurant greet them.” pPhotographs toting them all over Sjx 1s tangible. |
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Robyn Chalmers |
and Reneé Grawitzky

A BID to halt the

tura and SA’s

claim, at Alexkor
ment’s

The

rivatisation pro
gal Re

last week for an

tura’s 100%
chiefs with ¢
holiday
| Claims Commission is
papers to interdict the
At the same time,
community in the North
lodged both a land claj
riginal rights claim — ¢
digenous property rights
government
mond mine

shipise res
hilane, Moletele,
Manenzhe tribes respectively.
Public enterprises
Kennedy M
the sale of Aventur

totheres nl_utiun

rivatisation of Aven-
st aboriginal land
threaten govern-
cess,
sources Centre applied
interdict to halt Aven-
rivatisation on behalf of
aims on land held by the
resort company. The
also finalising
rocess.
e Richtersveld
ern Cape has
m and an abo-
ectively an in-
claim — with
and management of dia-
Alexkor.
Claims have already been lodged on
rt, Swadini, Bad-
orts by the
Embhuleni and
ministry adviser
emani said at the weekend
a would be subject
of the land claims.
Memani said government would
help attempt to sort out the ¢l
the five short-listed cons

aims, but
ortiums bid-

~ele—

il

- X AL
~ ding for Aventur been ¢;
- play a part. “We will look at the ability
of the candidates to work out g plan

‘with the communities ... but we will

also consider their propos

als to foster
growth and create value at Aventura ”
The five bidders are: Kopano ke
Matla (Cosatw’s investment trust):
Phalafala [eisure Consortium; Sanco
Consortium; Boiketlong Investment
Consortium; and Shomang Investment
Holdings. They will meet the land
claimants and other communities on
Aventura’s 15 resorts from this week
as part of a due diligence exercige,
. Sanco’s bid co-ordinator Natie Eng-
elbrecht welcomed government’s move
to involve bidders in resolving land
claims, saying Sanco had close ties
with communities on affected resorts.

However, sources close to the

cess said government was downplay-
ing the land claims issue. Some ques-
tioned the ethics of bidders individu-
ally approaching claimants, saying
there would be no transparency in this
rocess. “Claimants often la
eal with fairly sophisticated parties
with the land claims,” said one source.

. Land claims commissioner Durkje
Gilfillan said the interdict could have
been averted if government had al-
lowed claimants to be more involved in

ck skills to

edonto th
fin

e process mcludmg having a say in
aﬁaing the short list. She said gov-
ernment had been urged to involve the

claimants on numerous occasjons to |
-avoid holding up the process, as they |-

‘were potential owners of the land.

Government and Alexkor manage- |

ment also face a land and aboriginal
rights claim fmq thg Richtersveld

community. - -

man Wandile
did not foresee problems with the land

.claim as it did not fall under the period
of review. The cut-off period for land
‘claims in terms of the Restitution Act ‘
was 1913, ... - SRR |

-However, in terms of an aboriginal

'rig ts claim — the first such claim in 1;:-
SA — the community has to prove that |
it had title to the land gince time im-

memorial. The affected community

i

N T]i1le rE%EWEE-;tif;; ‘ghélminél in Elita :
orthern: Cape are depleti rapidly
- as no further exploration I'I‘:ﬁ}e
. dertaken to extend the life of the mine. .
Public enterprises ministry spokes-
r%ote said government |

en un- ,

will not have to go through restitution '

if it can prove it never lost the own-
-ershiprightstotheland, S
- A source said this claim need not )

end up in court if the privatisation pro-
cess ultimately took into account the
needs of the local community.

L .
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The displacement of residents of
District Six under the Group
Areas Act was recalled at a
candlelight vigil Iast hight.

The vigil in District Six Museum
was launched by its chairman Tep-
ence Fredericks after opening
prayers were delivered by former res-
idents Mogamat Burnes and Stan
Abrahams.

The vigil was followed by a can-
dlelit march through the area by
about 150 people. |

Chairman of the District 8ix Civice
Association Anwah Nagia said the

vigil was held on the 32nd anniver-
sary of the government notice that
the area was to be cleared.

The vigil was g grim reminder
that people of District Six and their
offspring would never forget that day.

“People in the future will judge us
and reflect on our uphill fight to sgve
the area and then tq gain restitution
after they stole our homes and our
land with apartheid legislation,” he
said.

When the Group Areas axe fell, Mr
Nagia was living in Hyde Streat with
his parents Washeela and Ebrahim
Nagia, and brothers and sisters .

“But the spirit of the people never
died,” he said.
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PRISCILLA SINGH Church, one of the oldest standing
and untouched landmarks in Dis-
MR OLWYN PETERS spoke trict Six, to commemorate the
poignantly about the good old  32nd anniversary of when thou-
days in District Six, before-the  sands of families had to face reset-
Group Areas Act ripped people  tlement in sub-economic housing
from their roots and heritage, of  on the sandy wastes of the Cape
the days when people of all cul-  Flats.
tures and races lived side by side in After a brief ceremony, the
Jarmony and peace. group gathered at what used to be
“Everybody was hit by the hor-  the Seven Steps, now the Hanover
‘endous Group Areas Act. Wecan  monument, for a candlelight vigil.
‘orgive, but it has broken up fami- Peters said he remembered
ies and District Six will never be  vividly the day the bulldozers start-
‘he same again,” Peters said. ed demolishing houses to make
He was addressing a small gath-  way for developments the National
sring at St Mark’s Anglican  Party had in mind.

dozers ce
er 12]2(48

“We were standing around

watching the destruction around

us and then this bull-
dozer just rammed

into a friend’s house.

We quickly called
him at his workplace
and told him there
was a bulldozer in his
dining-room.

“He arrived and
we all helped to get
his furniture out. He
did not have any-
where to go, but had

to get his family and things out.

(&)

to suffer,” he recalled. |

Since efforts were set in motion

to give the land back to
its rightful owners, the
District Six restitution
process has been
fraught with problems.
The latest setback
this year saw Land
Affairs Minister Mr
Derek Hanekom order-
ing the restitution and

HALT: Hanekom

Such were the humiliations we had

development process
back to the drawing
board because it

“excluded key stakeholders”.

The Cape Technikon has been

r
i
"
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2
.
b
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at the brunt of the anger from Dis-
trict Six residents because the cam-
pus was built on a site where thou-
sands once lived.

Several thousand District 51X
families have lodged claims with
the Western Cape Land Restitution
Commission and what remains of
the District Six land has been ear-
marked for a housing development
of about 7 000.

“We don’t want them (govern-
ment) to build supermarkets and
shops in District Six because we
can shop in town, but we need
houses to bring back the commu-
nity spirit,” Peters said.
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District 6:

MICHAEL MORRIS
SpreciaL WRITER

For a moment, with a finger
thoughtfully crossing his lips,
Marthinus van Schalkwyk seemed
g reluctant congueror of sorts.

With one polished shoe on Sir Lowry
Road, the other on Francis —and then,
as he shifted his weight, Selkirk -
Street, on the huge annotated map
spread under plastic across the floor of
the District Six Museum, there was
something hesitant about the National
Party leader as he listened to museum
educationist Noor Ebrahim recounting
the infamy it represented.

Every street, every alley, every
building of the bulldozed district 1s
recorded here, and in every block, lines
of smaller, misshapen script record
who lived where and when.

This living memorial has offered for-
mer residents the opportunity to get
down on their knees and write thewn
names into the houses and tenements
in whichrthey once lived. Many have
done so, and there is something unnerv-
ing about walking across this map,

v, SQYS Van

Marthinus van Schalkwyk: leaming lessons

because it seems sacred.

One sensed the voung Leader of the
Opposition was faintly uneasy about it
on his visit on Monday. Sceptics would
insist he should be queasy, since it was
the racial decrees of the old National
Party that led to District ©1x’s razing.

But the sobering political reality is
that many of the people forced out in the

A

{
late 1960s are followers of Mr Van
Schalkwyk’s party. And his visit - the
first official one by a white MP, muse-
um staff said — had, as its theme, a very
new South African sentiment: heeding
the lessons of the past.

Mr Van Schalkwyk was five when
District Six was given its death sen-
tence, the declaration that turned it into
a white group area.

Now, at 37 —no doubt with an eye on
refreshing his party’s image ahead of
next vear’s election, but also asserting a
fundamental political morality - he has
set out on a “tour” of landmark sites of
the past (others are the Boer War
Women’s Monument in Bloemfontein,
and Robben Island), to express something
of his vision for a future free of the racism
that defined his predecessors’ politics.

He and his wife, Suzette, and two
senior NP MPs, Cobus Dowry and Abe
Williams, spent time with Mr Ebrahim
and museum facilitator and historian
Linda Fortune, familiarising them-
selves with the landmark that District
Six unquestionably is.

Thev studied the photographs of a
community that was teeming and

Schalkwyk

imperfect; the poignant ranks of old,
enamel street names; a hefty chunk of
the legendary Seven Steps and other
mementoes.

The idea, Mr Ebrahim told the vist-
tors, was to “keep the memory alive”.

“There is no hate,” he said. “And we
are not living in the past. We forgive the
government for what it did, but we
want to keep the memory alive.”

When his turn came to record his
visit on one of many muslin scrolls
draped there for the purpose, Mr Van
Schalkwyk summarised his purpose:
“Aangrypend! Distrik Ses moet nooit
weer gebeur nie.” (Touching! District
Six must never happen again)

Earlier, he told the museum sfaff, a
handful of journalists and some
intrigued foreign visitors that he was
visiting some of South Africa’s land-
mark sites because it was “important to
know your history, and, especially, to
understand the lessons of history”.

“The lesson for me,” he said, “where
we see a lot of new racism or reverse
racism in South Africa, is that racism
can never be good, and will always end
in things like District Six.”
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+ merciless weather when
1island to Bloubergstrand.
Picture: TERRY SHEAN
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TYGERBERG municipal workers and u— |

lice moved in on the latest squatter
camp in Khayelitsha and tore down two
shacks this week as tensions mounted.
The action came after more than six
months of peace at the Lindelani set-
tlement. Joseph Mala, a member of the
local street committee, said people were
scared and conmsed by the counc:l'
actions. “i
 “We thought the cuuncil had no prob-
lem with us staying here. In January we

wrote them a letter asking to stay here

legally. We have not had any reply yet,
but we know they are aware of us be-

cause they come to collect the rubbish,”

said Mala.

The settlement has come under fire
from other local people, particularly
train commuters, as it is situated next to
Nonkqubela train station and the San-
lam shopping centre in Site B.

As a result the residents of Lindelani
have to put up with daily abuse from
commuters forced to dodge between
the concentration of shacks and wash-
ing lines to catch their trains.

Mala said his small community had
done all it could to make it easier for the
comimuters. .

“We have left a path where these peo-

o ey ik ] B e

"0€0 o | preda I3M SIOY

s torn down

le can run for the:r trains, but the still
swear at us when they pass. They tell us
to move, that we are making the place

. But we will not be forced out by
the people of Khayelitsha. This is the

“only home we have said Mala.

About 250 people livedinthe area, but
they had no running water or sewerage,
sau:l Mala. They relied on facilities at the
nearby shopping {:entre clinic and the
Site B township. :

However, people at Site B complained |

that their taps and sewerage were “he-

ing ruined” by the Lindelani folk. <7".7.+
- Bongani Mtyhohlle who also Iives in'
the settlement, said the clinic personnel

chased them away whenever they went

to the toilets there. He said the station’s -
toilets closed early so people were

forced to go to the clinic and Site B.

Mala said the residents dasperate}y'

needed their own facilities and were
worried about children crossing the rail-

| way line to fetch water.

At one stage they had negotiated with
a council representative on getting
bucket toilets, he said.

. “But now it seems the council has
chan ed its mind about letting us stay
here. We are waiting to see what is going
to happen,” said Mala. “We did not
chooseto be here. All of us were living in
other people’s properties and being
mistreated. Even though the houses get
ﬂonded it S still home
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community task group, s&
let was closed for a trial i
crime and anti-social beh

- Morkel reje
GERALD Morkel, premier;
vironment MEC, has I'E]Btg

plication to sub-divide la;
erty development at Zom
said on Friday.

His decision to refuse;
tate a permit means the ur§
near the SilvermineRiver
sula Protected Natural Ei:

zoned as a nature area. %

‘Pedal pow;

THE race against crimey
Tygerberg area this weel

- proposed to buy bicycl&g

According to a countt
pected to be adopted nﬁ:

buy 14 “Gary Fisher bicy
for the local police.

A police spokesman s¢:
police foot patrols in mﬁf

Robben Is|

FOUR crew members of thi,
Challenger were plucked’
after their boat ran agr¢:
yesterday morning. ;

- They had been trying

" wanese trawler, the Ki:

aground on April 30. |
All reports by Cape Me

YVETTE VAN BREDA

A HISTORIC banking deal has made 93-year-
old Amalia Kamphor a proud first-time home
owner this weekend when she took posses-

sion of the District Six terraced cottage

where she has lived for 61 years. -
Kamphor and her family, together with 44

others in her street, were part of a deal

between the Cape of Good Hope Bank and the

District Six Civic Association, which enabled
45 families to own the homes they had been
renting for more than 70 years in Osbnrne
and Francis streets, Woodstock. -

*We are very grateful to the bank for glving
us the chance to own our homes,” said 77-

. year-old Grace Barron, who was bnm jn the“

corner cottage she now owns, ¢ G-
S“But it's a pity it hacl to come so late m my'
life,” she added. by, 1

The widow of 27 rs rer:alls hnw she was

r
- - " -__. - . .
- ' . i Fl . . _ -. ' : 'L .
. [ a1 . B - A . . o -.,: . 1 ] . .. ' . .
| ' ' =
. . . .

" District Six. %3¢ 4%

It’s never too late to own a pleoe of D|str|ot Slx

though her husband had bought a piece of
land in Heideveld over 40 years ago. “He had
to sell it because I did not want to leave my

- birthplace and go and live in the bush, which

it was at the time.

“I've been so happy here,” she says of the
little cluster of houses on the ulétskirts of
3 ~';~ |. O Jl:.d.fil . fr‘

“The houses managed to escape demolition

.'and the Group Areas Act in the apartheid era

" because they wereb land classiﬂed as

| determmed to stay in my blrth z:mjvo 5?“ mdustrial area.

ARRJE

T i

— -,
- g.



TEARS OF JOY: An ecstatic Jenny Syms embraces Chris Vietri, gen

own her home.

ERIC NTABAZALILA

A LANDMARK agreement, the tirst
of its kind in South Africa between
4 bank and a CIVIC association, was
signed on Friday night between the
Cape of Good Hope Bank and the
District Six Civic Association.

The agreement, termed the
“Record of Understanding”, will
enahle 45-odd families to ownl the
houses they have heen renting.

The announcement this week-
end was followed by a party at
which hundreds of former and cur-
rent District Six residents danced
and cried tears of joy.

For the first fime they will own
their own homes in the area.

Their dreams have beenl realised
by aloan of R1,3 rnillion, which the
Cape of Good Hope Bank advanced
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to purchase the prop-
erties.

The terraced Vic-
toria cottages 1n
Osborne Street on the
putskirts of District
¢ix were not demol-
ished during forced
removals because the
area was zoned for
industrial use.

The owner of the
houses, Mr Sydney
Schach, allowed the
tenants to stay on at the time, but
later changed his mind and decid-
ed to sell the houses.

A settlement of R1,3 million
was reached as the price for the cot-
tages.

Mr Anwah Nagia, chairperson
of the District Six Civic Associa-

oL _‘!._.__._-ﬂ!... 1

eral manager of the Cape of Good HoO

&1

DELIGHTED: Anwah
Nagia praised bank.

tion, praised the bank
for its belief in the
community and for
making it possible for
them to buy: “All the
other financial insti-
tutions  slammed
doors in our faces
without doing a thor-
ough investigation
into the communities
and assuming a cul-
ture of non-payment
existed. “We are going
to warn our people against these
institutions for red-lining certain
communities as high risks. Cape of
Good Hope Bank must get all the
praise and support for taking such a
bold step.”

The hank’s managing director,

Mr Mike Thompson, said his bank

ne Bank, after hearing that she would finally

PICTURE: KIM LUDBROOK

had an affinity with District SIX.

“Many of our first chents Were
residents of District Six, some of
whose successive generations we
<till serve roday. “As a Cape bank,
we see this initiative as totally
appropriate in our community
involvement programme and will
extend it much further,” he said.

He said the bank had worked
out a package that meant the resi-
dents would be able to pay off a
mortgage at about the same
amount as their rent. All residents
have now acqguired individual title
to their homes.

A valuation showed the condi-
rion and building quality of the
houses to be good. Significant roles
were also played by attorneys and
other friends of District 51X at 1o
cost to the resicents.
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District Six

KEN VERNON -

HE District Six Beneficia-

ry Trust, the Depart-
_ ment of Land Affairs and
landowners have agreed to
form a united front in the face
- of continued sales of land that
~ former residents say belongs
to District Six.

Dr Elaine Clark, elected by
former residents as a facﬂlta-
tor, said it had been agreed
that the only hope of progress
was for the development of
District Six to be integrated in-
to wider Cape Town City Coun-
cil plans for the area.

“This is alandmark decision
in which all role players
agreed for the first time to sub-
merge their individual rights
In a search for a wider agree-
-ment,” said Clarke.

' The city council is to host a

| meetmg to thrash out the con- -

-tenfious questions of District
Six!s boundaries, the alien-
ation of land and who is en-

e J-':

titled to compensation. Q I

Confirming this, Cape Town
city manager Andrew Boraine
said the council, Department
of Land Affairs, pruvmf:lal ad-
ministration, Dlstrlct Six Bene-
ficiaries Trust and the Cape
Technikon would be repre-
sented at the meeting.

A number of present prop-
erty owners would also at-
tend.

However, Boraine could not
give a date for the crucial
meeting.

Preliminary meetings had

taken place, he said.

The city council had made it
a priority to resoive the Dis-
trict Six question.

“We are committed to the

development of District Six

and are moving towards a so-
hution,” said Boraine.
Government authorities
have expressed reservations
about leaving the restitution
process in the hands of former
residents, especially as this in-
volves the transfer of all va-
cant land into the control of

players agree

11 s

- the Dlstrict Six BEHEflEIaI'IES
Trust.

Still unresolved is the ques-
tion of finding funds to devel-
op the area.

Compensation for residents
forcibly removed during the
apartheid era has to come
from the government, but
Clarke fears that by the time
agreement is reached the
state coffers may be dry

“Residents have tried to
keep big business out of the
development of District Six,
but [ fear there will be no other
way because hundreds of mil-
lions or rands will be re-
quired,” said Clarke.,

The Cape Technikon cccu-
pied almost 50 percent of the
iand.

While former residents were
quibbling, sales continued of
pieces of land.

“The question of District Six
is vital to the develﬂpment of
Cape Town,” Clarke said.
“Even the Culemborg Casino
site is in what used to be Dis-
trict Six.”

—
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anyone in sight, ” says
Christians.
Last year, her eldest

struck her in the heart.

Me DEnE:

| For that is what the people

call Valhalla Park. It is
just 20km from District
_ Six, but for Christians it

is on another planet.
There was no Anglican
church when she moved
there. So Christians went
to the City Mission
Church, a fair distance
from her home.

“I'm too old to walk
there now and it is also
too dangerous.”

The church elders
sometimes come to her
home to give her
COmmunion.

“But they have not
been here in a long time
because it is too :
dangerous,” she says.

Her life story mirrors

'| the hardships brought to

the lives of ordinary
people by apartheid.
Yet Christians carries
her faith like a walking
stick and it keeps her
steady and strong.

She prays every day to

return to the place
where she belongs E -
District Six. ©

Her prayers help her
carry the pain of the day
that the “group”
(officials enforcing the
Groups Areas Act) came
to evict her in 1979.

The details are vivid,

: | so it is no matter that

she cannot recall the
date.

| “The man from the
group, Du Plessis, told
~me that I had to be out

.{ by the Sunday. My

husband had already
died and I had no one to
move my goods to
Valhalla Park.”

But her need of the
hour was met,

Four of her grand-

. children were standing

on the balcony on the
Saturday and spotted a

.| man driving past in a

bakkie.

They signalled to him
to stop and asked him if
he could take their
grandmother and her
furniture to Valhalla
Park. ,

“It was the saddest
day of my life. I got into

L W TS

“Not like now, Ermu they _n__._

grandson died in a gang fight.
_ He was an innocent passer-by
caught in the crossfire. The
violence had reached across
Christians’s threshold and

“Nellie,” a friend who was
.| moved from District Six to
_ Mitchells Em._z once said to her
in horror, “you are living in Kiil
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that day. It was as if the sky
had opened mE”_ Jesus was
crying with me.”

Like the day when the
stranger with a bakkie came
like an angel to answer her
need for help, Christians is
confident that she will go back
to live again in District Six.

“I will return,

She has applied to the Land
Claims Court for her home to
bea returned.

~he is among 1 200 residents
of District Six whe have applied
under the government’s land
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Lnoubanud tall b Ll lOnd
are expected by the December
31 cut-off date for claims.

They wiil qualify for different
forms of restitution, says Rhoda
Kadalie, head of the District Six
Land Claims Unit,.

Those who owned land are to
get it back or be given other
land.

“It depends whether the land
is still available,” says Kadalie.

“Some people will qualify for
monetary compensation, while
others will be given
Reconstruction and Umdm_n?
ment Programme houses.”

"

she says.
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wltlLhel people welt lalidy
compensated at the time they
were dispossessed, are ¥ be
taken into account.

The exiles of this once
vibrant community can rst
assured that the plannin of
District Six’s redevelopmnmnt is
on track, says Kadalie.

But it will take time,

Like Christians, they c1 only
hope and pray that it wilbe
completed in their lifetims SO
they can go home and re in
peace.
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Deal set to ge back what ap

GLYHNIS UNDERHILL
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District Six is set to rise from the ashes
of apartheid social engineering when a
historie deal between the Government,
the City of Cape Town and evicted
residents is signed this weekend.

The pact is expected to pave the way for
more than 45 000 people — families of tenants
and landowners thrown out under the
despised Group Areas Act in the 1960s - to
return to affordable hiiising close to the city.

“This is the deal of the century,” said
Anwah Nagia, chairman of the District Six

Beneficiary and Redevelopment Trust and

the District Six Civic Association, who has

been fighting for this day for 17 years.

He believes vears of conflict over land
restitution in District Six will end with the
signing of the agreement on Sunday by the
trust, Land Affairs Minister Derek
Hanekom and the city.

“T am still pinching myself that it is final-
ly happening this weekend. This agreement
sigmnals hope for the whole country. We want
now to race against the ciock to redevelop
the area we lost so many years ago,” said Mr
Nagia, a former resident of District Six.

Details of the agreement, which will

include a letter of intent and a project frame-
work, are being kept under wraps.

But it is understood that more than 45 000
people will be accommodated in a project
that will take the form of an integrated re-
development, with the emphasis on
affordable housing.

Mr Nagiasaida .EEﬁ statement would gm
made after the signing, but District Six
would become a blueprint for mass urban
land restitution across the country. _
The agreement heralds a new nwm%ﬁmw in
the history of District Six, one of the bitter
symbols of apartheid. The area was reduced
to rubble after people were forcibly Yemoved

ARG WP/78

and scattered across the Peninsula.

Former residents will be bused to the Dis-
trict Six Museum for Sunday’s signing.

It is understood that, after vears of wran-
gling, the Cape Town municipality and
Western Cape provincial administration
will make land available for redevelopment
by former residents.

Cape Town Municipality and the provin-
cial government have been at loggerheads
with former residents over the valuable
inner-city land.

Disputes began when the municipality
and the provineial government applied to

have land in District Six set aside for an
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When a Cape Town com-
buter analyst bought a
house in District Six last
year, he was assured his
property would not be
affected by the proposed
redevelopment of the area.

.Today, fears about the
fate of his R200 000 home
are growing. NS

The resident, who does
not want to be named, has
been trying unsucecessful- |
1y to get reassurance ha
| Will not be evicted when
the area is redeveloped. . -

On Sunday, a historic
deal to be signed by the
District Six Beneficiary
and Development Trust,
Land Affairs Minister
Derek Hanekom and the
City of Cape Town ig
| €xpected to speed up the

development, =  * -

In what Anwah Nagia,

) of the trust, has
described as “the deal of
the century”, vast traets
of Government-owned
land will be made avail-
able in District Six for an
integrated development,
with the emphasis on
affordable housing,

A major concern of the
homeowner is that the
value of his house will
blummet when an esti-
mated 45 000 people move
in.

“Bringing all these
people into the area will
destroy the values of
houses here. They will
Createa sium.” o

Mr Nagia said yester-
day every piece of land in
District Six was subject to
restitution. However,
there was no desire to
evict pegple,
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vision of District 8ix as “a

community of the future” will

e outlined at the signing of a

historic deal between evicted resi-

dents, the Government and the City
of Cape Town tomorrow.

The signatories will pledge to
recognise the pain and suffering of
the community and to re-establish
the vibrancy of District Six in its
redevelopment. T

Major land claimants like Abdul
Gaffoor Ebrahim, whose father
owned nine properties and two
shops in District Six, have also
thrown their weight behind the deal,
which will pave the way for the
speedy redevelopment of the area.

“Nowhere in history have
landowners been prepared to sacri-
fice their land a second time in the
interests of the broader community.

“Iam hopeful that the Govern-
ment is committed to restitution and
will carry out its moral duty by
delivering on its promises. But
landowners must be fairly and justly
campensated,” said Mr Ebrahim,

More than 45 000 people - families
of tenants and landowners who were
thrown out under the despised
Group Areas Act in the 1960s — are
now expected to return to affordable
housing in Distriet Six,

Cape Town municipality and the
provincial government have heen at
loggerheads with former residents
over the valuable inner-city land.

But now the three parties will
commit themselves in writing to
work towards healing the damage
caused by apartheid, putting to rest
years of wrangling,

Plans to create an inner-city com-
munity, with emphasis on the most
affordable housing, will be devel-
oped and discussed at workshops.

Mr Ebrahim said the internation-
al community was watching events
unfold in District Six and was wit-
nessing this “sorry chapter” in our
history come to aint end.

“This will be a victory for the vie-
tims of apartheid,” he said.

A set of principles will be agreed

HEAL OUR PAIN: Abdlul Ebrahim, q District Six land ¢l

on at the meeting, including dispute
mechanisms,

The valuable vacant District Six
land still in the hands of the Western
Cape provincial government and the
Cape Town City Council is expected
tobeplaced ina trust,

About 45ha of vacant land. some of
which is in private hands, is
believed to be available for redevel-
opment. Negotiations over the land
will take place with private owners,

Wallace Mgoqi, regional 1and
claims commissioner, said the com-
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aimgint, with

mon vision found by the different
parties for District Six constituted a
breakthrough.

“It is a milestone in the protracted
struggle which has been going on
since the commencement of the
claim,” he said.

Money for the redevelopment
would be sourced from the Govern-
ment as well as from local and inter-
national donors, said Mr Mgoqi

Anwah Nagia, chairman of the
District Six Beneficiary and Rede-
velopment Trust, said fears that the
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area would become a slum were
completely unfounded.

“Nobody wants to encourage the
building of a slum in District Six. We
are not into building houses that are
uninhabitable.

“We will be looking at erecting
afferdable housing, not sub-econom-
ic housing,” he said.

The plan was 1o present claimants
who wished to return to District Six
with title deeds to property, he said.

However, Mr Nagia said he did not
believe that white landlords - whom

They want the dignity of victims of

he felt had been well compensated
when they left the area and had nat
been foreibly removed - should be
given priority in the redevelopment.

Mr Nagia, a former resident of Dis.
trict Six, said he personally would
not lodge a claim as he already
owined a house in Walmer Estate anid
he would prefer to see those less for-
tunate being given homes.

Many former residents are not
sure whether the spirit of District

Six can be recreated after so much
pain and suffering. The area was .

forced rermovals to be restored

1

— -

Picture: LEON MULLER

reduced to a windswept Iandscape
after residents were forcibly evict-
ed in terms of the Group Areas
Act. .
Mr Ebrahim said: “That’s the mil-
liondollarquestion. . = _
“But we believe restitution must
also be about restoring the dignity of
oursuffering.”. -

Hé said his father, J mEmznmmmﬂ .

Ebrahim, died a heartbroken man
after he was thrown ouf of District
Six, where he owned nine houses
and two shops.

SATURDAY ARGUS

3

Mr Ebrahim said he hoped to see
the restitution of this land if possi-
ble, but he would be prepared to con-
sider accepting alternative state
land in the area or financial compen-
sation instead.

Another alternative would be for
stakeholders to be given shares in
the rebuilding of District Six, he sup-
gested. |

Mr Ebrahim was 24 when his fami-
ly was thrown off their land and
moved inio a two-room flat in
Gatesville. From being a business-
man running his father's general
dealer company, he became “a beg-
gar” overnight

“Landowners have to be given fair
and just compensation. As shop-
keepers, most of us lost not only our
businesses but our livelihood.

“1 became a beggar and it was only
because of the support of my family
that I survived,” he said.

Mr Ebrahim said he saw the sign-
ing of the three-way agreement
between representatives of evicted
residents, government and local
authorities as a breakthrough in the
restifition process.

“It shows we can work together to
make this happen. Government
must remedy past violations of
human rights.

“We all suffered substantial Iosses
when our land was stolen - we got
peanuts for our land and property,”
hesaid. |

Another land claimant, Abdul K
Ahmed, said he hoped the Govern-
ment would not make a mockery of
the restifuttion process.

“It must carry out its moral duty
to the victims of forced removal and
ensure that former landowners are
justly and equitably compensated,”
hesaid.

Mr Ebrahim said Mr Nagia, who
aiso heads the District Six Civic
Association, was the right person to
drive the community redevelop-
ment in District Six. A

“He has always tried to bring
everybody together and to under-
stand all the disputes. He is one of
the old fighters of District 8ix,” he
said.
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SIGN TO THE FUTURE: Former resident of District
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x Fatima Benting, 83, wept as she signed the District Six aam..ﬁmauzmzm.%ﬂh
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THE WOUND on Table Mourtain

called District Six has m,szmn.q healing

with a plan to redevelop the area regarded as saited earth by many

—e

forcibly removed to the Cape Flats would
“lie down” but instead they “rose in their

the joy

- L] -

— e,

Capetonians after apartheid bulidozers destroyed the community of thousands” toredlaim theirfand. - %
45 000. ANDRE KOOP Nagia and Land Affairs and Agricultare h g T 3 o -k
- Ezqmunnm | Minister Derek Hanekom, who had been at e RERITETA A e Q.\nw - .
LT . loggerheads over redevetopment plans, W« RORMER District Six restdents were ~ District Six out of the people.” —  ‘there was 20 need fo put bars on
EY roleplayers — including the . cial government, -adopted 2 conciliatory tone with Ny Inanostalgicbut celebratory mood - ‘The forced removal of thepeo-  our windows. We could walk and
government, city council and The two government bodies had  Hanekom didly admitting the difficyj-” S yesterday, congratulating alj the Ple of District Six, mostly tothe _ visit each other late at night and
District Six Beneficiary Trust — mmﬁrﬁ to have land in District Six set aside tles that the principal parmers had experi- parties involved for launchinig the Cape Flats Including Manenberg, we could even walk to town” -
slgned a record of undefstand--  for an integrated redevelopment project.  enced. H m thanked Nagia and the development plan. As they pointed”  Mitchalls Plain, Bonteheuwel, - Shewas interrupted by Yasmien
-l ng i the dty centre yesterday ,..._,Wm move had been opposed by the Dis- beneficiarg trust | for their efforts sa ing, -+t their former homes in Plcttaris: .r..ﬁam_h_mﬂ and Langa was “Hke a Abrahams, 52, who was born in
to launch the District Six Re-Development  trict Six Beneficiary Trust Jed by Atiwar -«= “without ¥ou wetwould not be here F ~OB the tuseym walls; they were® - vknife through our hearts”; Levy  ~District Six but forced to leave for
Process, i - t¢  Nagia. The Land Clalms Coust ruléd [ast today”. © . pacF g P TR - heard discussing plans to retarh ™ 3aid. “My mother cried when they  Grassy Park. She asked Benting if.
. Thousands of residents packed thé Dis-  month that residents should drive the Referring to dcrimonious exchanges gome”. ~ ot T movedourold coalstoveout of her  she remembered her grandmother.
trict Six Museum to witness the signing of Tedevelopment of the area. Judge Siraj  between himself and Nagia, Hanekom ¢ Fatiina Benting, 83, weptasshe” kitchen and that broke her. It Benting, after a bit of reminiscing
the document in an emotional and moy- Desai, who oversaw the Signing ceremony  quipped he had “nothing to do” with - Signed the document as a witness. © broke up our whole family and our  exclaimed: “Oh I remermher your
W%nnﬂman:w. ,_,ﬁ%mn_m M.u _.mn_mrErEm. yesterday, praised Nagia for Opposing  Nagia's missing tooth. Nagta said they had »1 ciled because I was so happy to _ commuiity because we wereall  grandmother. You are from the
- removed in 1966 was long and hard efforts to develop the land since the early  both realised that restitution, not personal. think that my children can havea - dispersed and moved to sandy  konfyt Abtahams, you used to sefl
o wewon?, sald former resident Tahir  1980s. . itles, were important and that “mudsling- better life and go back to where = soulless places like Manenberg.” konfyr” -
_.md,.rm. on of the Cape T : angmwwﬂn said: “District Six must be Ing” made no sense, they came from,” she sald after- . . Benting said she would be  * Abrahams expressed a keen
ol .Emnun o e =w ﬁmznﬁu city sve oped for those who were displaced Hanekom sald District Six represented wards. She wept again as she spoke " happy if her children and grand-  desife to return to District Six. “|
HM_"E Fxéculive comrmittee, omaindia - and must be reintegrated into the clty. The  the suiccess of the land restitution process of the significance of District Sixas  children would return to District was born and bred there and my
eketo, said it was an “listoric occaslon”  redevelopment process should serve asa  to which the government was committed a cauldron and repository of Cape ~ Six. Her mother, Motjie Moegi,  rootsare there,” she said.
which would start ) healing the wounds  mode] for the rest of South Africa, and which was enshrined in the Constim. Towneutture.  ~ : “died heartbroken” when the fami- Mams F&mmn 65, now of Val-
and legacy of racism”. The record of under- District Six occupied a very specfal  tion. Hanekom called for the speedy _ . Another former resident, Tahir Iy were forced to leave their home  halfa Patk, said after dancing 1o the
Standing marked an important break. Place In the hearts of Capetonians, satd implementation of a redevelopment plan. | . Levy said to loud applause: “You  in 1968. “I miss the comfort we music outside the museum: “You
through In negotiations between the - Magia. The “magic” was that the govem-  “Within Six months let’s have a compre-  GOING HOME: Former resident Mams Theysen - antake the people out of District  had there. We were close and unit-  know what | miss most about Dis.
E:,E.Jﬂ the HE._HEH—_W:Q and the Provir- ment H—.—__u_._.mw.._.n that those who had been hensive settlement ® ﬁmmmﬂ—ﬂmﬂmm. @ 580 Papo 5 . . Six but you can't take the w.mu:._.._... of ed. We were gne nD_E_H—:_.__.mq and tnict Six? The _”.um.__p..._ﬁ__m.____.
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Former residents packed the .
District Six Museum to see the
_signing of an historic mmu@ﬁmﬁ
“which will lead to the " _
redevelopment of the mum? e

resentatives of the City of Cape Town,
the District Six Beneficiary and Rede-
velopment Trust and Minister of: -
Land Affairs Derek Hanekom.

Judge Siraj Desai presided.

Among members of the District

The agreement was signed _uw rep- .

e

-—— —_— T v e e— — s

m_@:ma __ sealed- Ucﬁ :oé to de

Six ooEEﬂE@ present was one om

T the oldest _Eﬂm?nﬂmw residents, -

Fatima Bendey, 83
Ms Bendey ,Emm emotional Esmﬁ

- she signed the documents and had to
be helped to her mmmﬁ when she broke -
- “ down in tears of joy. L

The signing means more Emﬁ.

45 000 people who were evicted in the ™

start H.mnmﬂrm_.cﬁﬂmﬂ to make it ucmmv

Em for the people to go home.

““District Six belongs to all of those
ﬂ&a were forcibly removed, not only
- those who owned the land.” |

The redevelopment of District Six
. Will be a costly process funded by the
.Government and local and, foreign *
‘donors.” T

-

'1960s (or- Emw, mmEEmmv. will cm mEm.. + = The chairman of the UEEQ Six

EmeH.F, w

m,mnm:mgw EmEm Qmuwm mmE
..q&amm forcibly removed from the
land will be the chief beneficiaries of
the Land Restitutitn Act. We have to

*Trust, Anwah Nagia, vowed to force ..
“the Government to anEmH. on its
promises. | .

“I don’t want to see mﬁogmw UE-

trict Six family metttber die before a

"l

r District Six |

brick i %& in the new District Six.”
Mr Hanekom expressed his nmE-

~cation to the project.

“People are still dumping their
rubbish on the land. I think it’s an
_insult to the people of District Six, the
ﬁmoﬁ_m who own theland.”

He called on former wmmEmEm to
" commit themselves to the hard work
that lay ahead during the restitution
- and redevelopment processes, saying
only they could make it a success.

“Without dreams, we are noth-
ing,” 'he said. “But a dream without

vision and action is alsénothing.”




15,1998

m_émo_‘m_om_\m _\c_ma out as

GLYNMISUNDERMOL =~ -
Specia Wrimes

| Although 45 600 ﬁmcEm are Eﬁm_w
to live in the new District Six, it
is unlikely to be in mwwmnumumu. |
blocks of flats.

Its eventual shape would depend
ob the wishes of those who would
live there, said the chairman of the

District S8ix Beneficiary and Redevel-

opment Trust, Anwah Nagia. ..
“T've had dozens of calls about

District Six. The truth is we don’t

have any plans E:H we: ,EE ﬂmww

shop all ideas to reach mmEmﬂ »
hesaid.
More than 45 000 people mmEEmm

of former tenants and landowners —
are expected to be accommodated in
the project, giving rise to concerns
about skyscraper blocks of flats.

Cape Town city manager Andrew
Boraine said Emw -density living did
not mean high-riseliving,: =

The City Bowl was m#mmmw high-
density, but not high-rise, In Oranje-
zicht and Woodstock there was high

——— ..

Qmﬁmn.ﬁ but Emwm

storey homes. “We haveno plans mE.
a high-risedevelopment.” = .-
Mr Boraine said the EEEE@ Ew

District Six mwcﬁa wm mHEmu. by Em 3

ncEEﬁEQ
“Any work the Omwm ﬁcﬁﬁ E:En.

- ipality has done should be regarded

as pre-planning. We have collected
technical data, like the land available
and the existing service connections.

What would be erected on top has not -

even been looked at. We will work in

SO

- terraces of houses and one- or fwo-

- City of Cape Town and mﬁnﬁmn H.
" dentsat the weekend.

- 7ARLT 1619

ony with theco

. .. 11 1ts next budget, m.m Cape
) an.ﬂm Eﬂﬁﬂwmﬁw will Enﬁnm .&%Haow, “We have nio planis’ whatsoev: |
. municipal infrastructure and com-.5

munity facilities in Upmﬂﬁnﬁ mﬁ e

- s8idMrBoraine., | -
dmmamowacmmwﬁnﬂmﬁmbmwmmuﬁ.:

.ﬂcﬂ in District Six ended with the
signing of a historic agreement.

News 9

ﬂm&mrmﬂnmmmnﬁ n. he had fo mbﬂm-_,. |
‘age how District Six would eventual-

“grand Emwﬁm fo create & contextual

Mmmﬁmﬂﬁw for the: nmﬂmwnuﬁmﬁ ’

“prodess, including the size and how N_
. under the Qﬁﬁﬁ hf.mmm Act in the

‘we will accommeodate 45 000 H_SEP

- “But everybody should remem-

w_mw that this figure includes a few

1 Six rises to the challenge

The land ﬁmmaﬂmmnum herald a
.hopeful chapter in the history of Dis-
trict Six; one am Em Enmw mﬁ_“&nw of
- apartheid, 5%

- The E.mm ﬁmm H.mmmnmn_ E Ewﬂm
after people were foreibly removed

i 1960s.
« Mr Nagia mmwn ..Em want E race

between the central ; government, Em wmnﬁwm ib each. wmﬁﬁw that .Umm against the clock to redevelop the

Mr Nagia, who also wmmnm m,ﬁ umm.
trict Six Civic Association, said he .

- ...J.

; mwuwmn for restitution,” hesaid.
_____ A Distriet Six umamﬂmmnwﬁmﬁ to die before the first brick is laid.

nuEE.ﬁmm would bef wE.Emn mmcm E
--drive the process. 20 bR

s aréa. Wedon't want one more person

‘But how it will eventually look, we
justdon't knowright now.”




Museum thrown

GLYNNIS UNDERHILL

SPeCiAL CORRESPONDENT

While Cape Town'’s priceless art
collections are threatened by a
shortage of public funding, the
District Six Museum has just been
thrown a R3-million lifeline.

The funding comes from overseas
and the Reconstruction and Develop-
ment Programme through the
Department of Arts, Culture, Science
and Technology.

Museum trustee Stan Abrahams,
who was born in District Six and wit-
nessed his family being forcibly
removed, said he was delighted with
the financial backing for the muse-
um, which has had to rely on
donations for its running costs.

“The whole exercise of forced
removals was an exercise in oblitera-
tion. When we initiated the dream of
opening a museum, the mission was
to ensure that the historical memory

of District Six e ure to keep alwe

the rich cultural diversity of the area,

and I believe the museum is doing
just that,” he said.

The cash will be used to upgrade
the museum —established in a church
in Buitenkant Street in 1994 as a testi-
mony to the forced removals —into a
community centre, which will take
centre stage in redevelopment plans
for the area.

With the District Six redevelop-
ment programme back on track,
expectations are high that victims of
forced removals or members of their
families will return to live in low-cost
housing in the area.

The museum, with its commimity
centre and child-care facilities, 1s
expected to become a focus of

- communify life.

Already a rallying point for a dis-
possessed community, the museum
still lacks recognition as a national
cultural institution that could expect

Ilfellne of R3-m

1A2110/98

undmg from t.he state. Yet the muse-
um has become a venue for meetings
of former residents of District Su-gﬁ

- and was used for a hearing of the

Land Claims Court.

It was in the museum that a moral
victory was declared by former res;-
dents when the court decided rey,
development of District Six should ba
community driven. Land claimants
had vigorously contested a controver-
sial application brought by the City of
Cape Town and the provincial gov-
ernment to re-develop the area.

Foreign and South African digni-
taries are among the 4 000 visitors to-
the museum each month, but local
recognition has been slow.

“It has been one of our surprises:
that we have been an internationaV
success,” said museum director
Sandy Prnsalendls “We have been.
featured in many (foreign) magazines
and journals, from the National Geo-
graphic to the New York Times.”
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While Cape Town’s priceless art
collections are threatened by a
shortage of public funding, the
District Six Museum has just been
thrown a R3-million lifeline,

The funding comes from overseas
and the Reconstruction and Develop-
ment Programme through the
Department of Arts, Culture, Science
and Technology.,

Museum trustee Stan Abrahams,
who was born in District Six and wit-
nessed his family being forcibly
removed, said he was delighted with
the financial backing for the muse-
um, which has had to rely on
donations for its running costs.

“The whole exercise of forced
removais was an exercise in oblitera-
tion. When we initiated the dream of
opening a museum, the mission was
to ensure that the historical memory

the rich cultural diversity of the area,

and I believe the museum is doing
just that,” he said. |

The cash will be used to upgrade
the museum - established in a church
in Buitenkant Street in 1994 as a testi-
mony to the forced removals -into a
community centre, which will take
centre stage in redevelopment plans
for the area. |

With the District Six redevelop-
ment programme back on track,
expectations are high that victims of
forced removals or members of their
families will return to live in Eﬁﬁnﬂ

housinginthearea. @~ = ~
‘The museum, with its community

centre and child-care facilities, is

expected {o become a focus of

- community life,

Already a rallying point for a dis-
possessed community, the museum
still lacks recognition as a national
cultural institution that could expect

um has become a venue for meetings
of former residents of District Six,

- and was used for a hearing of the

It was in the museum that a moral.

victory was declared by former resi,
dents when the court decided reg
develepment of District Six should be-
community driven. Land claiman
had vigorously contested a controver-
sial application brought by the City of
Cape Town and the provincial pOV-
ernment tore-develop the area.
- Foreign and South African digni-.
taries are among the 4 000 visitors to.
the musenm each month, but local
recognition has been slow.

“It has'been one of our surprises
that we have been an internationa?
success,” said museum director
Sandy Prosalendis. “We have beeny
featured in many (foreign) magazines
and journals, from the National Geo-
graphic to the New York Times.”
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