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'-Faﬁ ng'borrespondent
Pretona ‘Bureau .

# “The "Mihistér,. of Agricul- -
ture; -Mr Schoeman may
soon announce an 1nvest1-
gation mto meat pr:ces

The pre51dent -and vice-
” presﬂlent£ of; the House-
Wawives? League Mrs Joy
L”‘ Turwitz ,;qnd b Mrs Yvonne..
Furshaw,nthlslmornmg had
a wxde-rangmg discussion
. with the ‘Minister.

y. They; Xsald yafterwards
that thgy had hlgh hopes
‘chat tl;e -Mlmster would™
y fi ‘investigation,
harketing,
chad conveyed to
him the*. oncern of ‘house-
escalating
1, S They felt
that’ the.-fdxfference be-,
tween the 'prices the. pro-
dizeer 1ggt and those the.
T -paid, was»much
oo widg.*
b Mrsslurwity said. that
. the growth of monopolies
m the meat trade ‘had

A

5’&5‘7{, /,;L
'sftlgate meat ik

been brought to'the M1ms-.
ler’s- atiention, .. . ‘

Integrated companies
owned land, cattle, ahal-
toirs and retail . butche-
ries. They. ‘could possibly’
manipulate the market,

Mrs Forshaw said the
prices structure should be
Investigated tight, from
the producer’s floor pI‘ICE |
up to the consunier prices

She felt a single com-
mission, thh the right o
appoint’ - an unspecxfled
niimber 0F expert assessors
would be sufficient;; ‘

‘There was no questmn at:
all ‘of alleging any irregu-
larities bul the air should
be cleared and communica-
tior'l improved,

" After rece1v1ng the
Housewives’ Leagie dele-
gatmn, ‘the Minister” went
"8 further, dlscussmns with
~the South -African Agricul-
tural’ Union.

It is understood that he
will issue a statement later
today or tomorrow.




By PA’I‘ SIDLEY wm
Consumer Mail
'I‘HE outgomg Mm1ster of Agrl-

- culture, Mr Hendrik Schoeman,

s willmeet; the initiators of the
~red  méat, .boycott, thé House-
w1ves League ‘this mormng to
dlscuss e medt erisis.. . .5 >

"Mrs Joy Hurwitz, preSIdent
of-the league, said, yesterday
that they would orice again
raise, the question of ail mqmry!
into"the meat 1ndustry and asic
that the' support prlqe system

to be lifted. F
.€The support' pnce preventsa
nieat -prices  ‘af™the auctiond”
Jfrom falling rapidly. Lo

“We want toidiscuss: the pre--

. Sent';CI‘lSlS as: 1t Jelates, to the s
‘sthall s;producer:- the P 1ndepen-
dant’ butcher and the- consum:-,:
ergl). Mrs Hurthz sald KT

She, Sald the league would
also protest» stroneg about’ the4
large quantltles ,of meat, bemg
iexported ‘while ‘there was‘a |
shortage in South Africa.. -~ .

The chalrman of the National .
.Consumer Councll Mrs;. Betty,
H;rzel has . joined the call. for
an mvestlgatmn into. the meat;
vindustey. ..

_iRarlier_ thls week the umea’ts
“officer of the South African’ Ag-
‘ricultural :Union" L(SAAU), Mr,
‘Jan van der ‘Walt, praised Mrs'
lezel for steermg away.from.
the consumer ;clamour for. an
mvestlgatmn although he said,
"that' if* there was an' 1nvestlga-;
tion they wouid "‘support it in
prmmple
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The
i - FOUR"months after the
- dispute in the meat’ indus- _
Ehr Ftey hegan with the ‘Wwaikoiit”
Z03D: § of the workers from Table
inti B Bay Cold Storage on May-
- 5, the final relief pay-
€ DIR ments to the meat workers
troc | were made by the union a
in £ fortnight ago.
During this period
R159765 was paid by the
awBgof ] union to the 800 meat
Chu workers to help -support
fer ] them . and their - families, ,
A3 | Of this amount, a total ‘of
L -R100;323,5¢ -was donatéd .
VEILYS y.;the' public from com-
Oel | munity orgamsatwns +all -
¢ over the Cape'Flats, from
UTHOTaEE: | sohgols and _churches,
exo f-from UCT 'and UWC,
At from fellow trade unigns,
t | from factorles iand - from
snoi § -individuals. :
Aoun Dotitions ‘Were  réceived -
‘min not dnly from; Cape Téwn,
A but' -from Johannesburg, |
- § Durban Pietermaritzburg.
g § 400 cthe towns, of the
P ‘Western Cape .
STE Y On béHalt ‘of the meat
th '} workers and -the members
al B of the union, we wish'tg ..
R i) make use of.. your columns
wct™ . Biig thankﬁ a1l ;those ﬁpeople
/(:@,“ who supported the -
/(E; - workers in.this: :uway «,The
exten’; Lofe® ,the’ :Eini'mclal B
fos SUpport gwen 1l secs
ad "tmns of the. cbmmunltg;ﬁ to. -

sherds,
in Africa.

aaeuy ‘osTy 'Ataquunqaogun fo
A QLD S43 uo Wiy
JFumno A ann,mmciu'%s:}é'ﬂ%ﬁﬁﬂih@"}f o'ty L.cé-l ﬁl Dms

qenn%uﬂnn.vﬁaﬂﬂ¢@mmab'@%MGX%Héqﬁ‘
Im@wwmmwnw&@mﬁ@ﬁf%f@$?%ﬁ?%ﬂ
03 SWJIOJUOZ UBYY JS3TaM 1 4T
=8 Wt EfedTEi bayers of eprth motoricl regt iy

.------u-----ﬂ
1énrapmhdmﬁﬁptjﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁe5Fﬂt§59f09 Pl
sFotly agpd fevmobbeioh s 8q4°5?‘“4135¥ Qf
TRUDTAEN BB SUNTANITISUT Lons Ag
Bothdemos Lropshy ﬁ@ﬂ’ﬁ@t‘j’“@d thal '”"‘H‘J’rl"_’ tgL
thir most: common humel abtlfe é"%
Pat shcr§kt§§5rgywsb e

-t Ep frvadserthddr dipe ﬂ@i‘n‘“be}j*&s
m[rpm’qﬂum tunr sed1ER0 R 0 W ik

enn

the struggle bf thé meat
workers s unprecedented
- in South .Africa’s ‘labour
history and: demonstrates

to ‘all- the depth and
breadth of support which
exlsts for the- reasonable
démogratic demands made
by the workers,,

We further wish to take,

‘ thlS opportumty to thank'
ail’ tﬁose who supported

the workers in any ‘other
ways;, the people who Tioy-

: cotted red meat products,

tHe . represenfatives ' of

orgamsatmns’ who atterip--

ted ‘to mediate in .the

' dispute, and the leading

.and the

public  figures ¢
. continpally

Press who

urged the menagement of -

the nmiedt indugtry and the
State to heed’ calls being
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Hined Sirensth of the State b Ad ATuO
and management, the U3 IDUM,,
.§truggle of the meat BuTqousp

Workers- has shown to all
that those days "are over
when workers would ac-
cept undemocratic racist
bhodies forced upon them
by management or the
State as instruments of
control

In tlus tl'fe workers and
“commumty -have demon-

© strated their unity. "

‘We are:confident that in
demonstLatmg this unity
and in showing to all the .
depth of the commitment |
of the workers and the
people to this united de-
mand for democratlc Te--
presentation, the sacrifices
of the meat workers will
not have-been in vain,
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INDICA

TIONS are that- the
Miu

nk Schoeman, will an-

,& Eg ‘an investigation into
in aspec 'of the meat in-
dus ’thxs week,

gr a meetmg with the
Hoys‘%;wwes League yesterday
moi‘ru'ng,é the Mlmster dis-

a on with the South Afri-
can’ g cdltural Union and will
njehie

" ool tdiscussions today with
“thi Mk tlng Council and the
of Aguculture

man Jsaxd he hoped

hed 4'decision ‘‘by
theﬁateﬁ Baturday”. .

"Ho&sewives League

€ meeting to urge

thﬁ’> mtster to.investigate. the

'I‘he‘ leagues president,-Mrs

ij «Hurwnz, said yesterday -

shig-sjas “hopeful” the Minister
wbuld. Announce an
m\‘eg gation. .
-Shietshid he was “receptxve”
to‘iﬁany of the league's ideas.
S’We put a detailed method to
h im*of How we thought an m-
BationFshould, run

is T of Agriculture, Mr-

want 4l markétmg‘” d""
"he'drawitip, but sald het.

Bquiry 1ﬁto o
dat 1nduﬁs*try
.;llkel

Y NOwW

.

would be willing otherwise,”
Mrs Hurwitz said.

. Mrs Yvonne Forshaw, the
leagues vice-president, said

the inquiry should be headed by .

an .independent commissioner,

with ““no conflicts of interest’, '

"He should be an expert in

colIectmg, extracting and as- -
sessing evidence. He should be

able to appoeint “assessors to
advise and to investigate on his
behalf, such as an accountant
or an expert in beef produetion,
for instance,”
said.

“He must be empowered o
hear evidence in camera and to
ensure the confidentiality of
evidence, and be empowered to
subpoena and to' obtain infor-
mation from possibly unwﬂlmg
witnesses.

“It - should be possmle for
mterested parties to -raise is-
sues ~ in this case, the public.
As farsas possible the.evidence
should be in public — public
bodies like ‘the Meat Board
should not give evidence in
camera,” Mrs Forshaw said.

Mrs Hurwitz said the league
had “‘no fight against:the farm-
er or the small retail butcher,

-butElW theg;mlddle area whlch

is “the’ d;fﬂcultﬁi anMen51tlve

Tas Ui T s

Mrs_ Forshaw |

rea:i6 Lok intott:

AL i
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lvr'I‘HE ”pnce :0f; -super beef
contmued 0" fal all- at-; Cape’
,Town % ‘abattoirs” auctmns
Lyesterday and: the. Brice. of
fFstipds’ P+ lamp . - feémained
{“bellow,»the evel ity reached

eef. fetch be-
een R2 25h and R2 80 a
* yesterday compared
'meh -R2;31-10, R R234 o kg-
b.on” Monday: and RZ37 3 kg -
} tow?crds. the end - of, 1

#Super, .fthd
Tom: R2;14 toy R2 20 2 kg |
,yesterday com pared with . -
., from R2j14 'tg Ry a'kg
~0n Monday “and’ "R9 29 4 kg
he mlddle of last week,

PL NTIFUL b

Supphes wer‘e plent1fu1 -
- and 'will be:agam today, '
Yesterday ‘9500 sheep and
Iambs ‘and. ‘858 ‘cattle - ‘were
e}aughtered for: auctlon io-

Some butcherq ‘sajd
‘ there was ‘a- shght fall #in
G demand,, They thought
ik ' many - peopIe “had already
stocked thelr Jrgezers”in
“thé. waye " “of ! ‘Panic buymg
followmg ay forecast of 'yt
higher I)I'I'CES @ o ey

An executive comnuttee
me mber " of - the’ Muslim
Butcher' Assocmtlon said
. that. -his. customers were»
now buymg less! meat T

“PHey “have - Snot. ‘.}J_een,‘
stockmg b u@,, , he .'s:iid,‘:‘
‘betguge nost | of .my” us-
tomers eannot afford free-
/Zers. But now  that pnces -
1are ‘80~ high { they cannot;
afford : - a5 much! meat’ as-
they usedto ‘buy. "\ .

They are’ buymg one kg
now when ' they nsed: o'
buy twoit or three kg“ I

.‘.,_ "HAPPY,

Sea? Pomt .butcher Mr :
Chris ‘Joubert: sald«he was
‘very: happy * 10" ‘hear nthat- |
- Super . heef v prices’ ,had
begun to”«fall ati ‘the: ane-

. tiong." - thig¥ 'week Fhdven -
althou,gh it wag onIy by a
few cénts o Key becausentn
Lwas g step m the znght
drrectmn s x

But he stdL thou ht,
pnces Wwere, unréahstmally;»‘
hxgh *In. liis, Opinion,. super
beef - should‘ cost«gabou st
RGOS do - it e
.qamm o) 3!(! 3'—'[1 10F 3“0

SEM {1941 stopXeeir, Ysady .

.';‘I " .
: ) 'S qnaa;’# 1 .
“_.xnx._z,ﬂnhmuhc.i‘upmﬁv Tapmr
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.. Fair Deal Reporter
oard has:bowed fo-criticism for allow-
aing meat exports during the present high price
Esitnation in South Africa and:has banned further
- exports, .

No hew permits will he
granted until the present
“situation rights itself, a
‘Meat; Board spokes'r‘nan

said. - ' - N

“Egporters.” 'who - sfill

have - eommitments ‘canriot

- i enter néw obligationg.un:
- til further notice, - +* "¢

_“At this "stage “We' are

! expecting to import meat

[ for ‘14 .to 18.percent. of

| ourmneeds,” he said.

" “Ttwill be the: titst time

| we have  imported- from

overseas since 1976, al-

I though we' Have imported |

. negligibla ! amounis; | from
neighbouring stategly

.. 'The ‘South, African’ Agri.

i cultural  Unijoq, ~"today.
-Pledged its- wholehearteq
Support for ‘am inguiry
“Hito the meéat indastry,
he union said in 'prin-
<iple it.had ‘no .objections
to' the investigation ari-

| nounced: by ‘the Minister -
I of Agricuiture’ and’ Fi-

| Sheries, Mr. Schoemar;,

§. 18 theinvestigation''was
| conducted on the priunds
. of “substantiateq ; evidence

| of irregularities, tle"finion

j Would offér it} whole-
hearted co-operation - )
| The “Houseviyet eague
4 has weleomed ! he ! Minis-
ter’s move “{oi et up an
Hinquiry’ — but it 'has. war
ned that it could ' be' a
“whitewagh affair % - .
When,lthe,‘Minist‘e‘r’s an-
nouncément was" conveyed
to "Mrg', Yvonne Forshaw,
‘Vice-president  of the

o

LEF PR TSI NT R RE

leaguel'yesterday, she re.
-, Sponded: “This is what' we:
“have been waiting for.””

‘She “'said there should

© -provision: foy .the
‘hearinglof certain

evidence in 'camera .arng
for the subpoenamng - of
“withesses; Lo
- It would be -*no - good”
9 the inquiry -only- heard
voluntary evidence. -

“If people-are not Lsuh.
“Poenaed to give ‘evidence -
it eould 5o -2asily be a
whitewash | affair’” Mrs
Forshaw'said, "' )
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PRETORIA‘. —. Farmers feel their interests are not directly involved in the investigé‘éion
ordered by the Minister of Agriculture.

Mr ¢ E Terblanche,
. chairman of the
committee of the Trans
vaal Agricultural Unien,
eaid in Messina that the
price of -cattle depended
on suppiy and demand.

Markeling costs
already at a minimum.

The support price sys-
tom did not add anything
to prices, but provided
stability and gave the
fazmet the confidence he

cattle |

were

* produce meat for the

needs of the consumer.

Prices would 1nevitably

rise further in the near
future - as the supply of
marketable cattle -dimin-
1shed. -

For the consumer,
would become

things
worse.

Mr H A Smit, chairman
of the Thabazimbi District
Agricultural  Union. feit
that the demand had been

keep prices down, byt sow
{here was a shorfage
developing, the supply and
demand mechamsm Wwas
{unctioning again.

LOWER MARGINS

He said there was much.
room fpr improvement .on
thé retail side of the meat

trade. There were too
many butcheries. They
should operate on lower

margins with higher turn-

Private abatfoirs- should
be taken over hy the Meat
Board of the State, so as
to discourage the growth
of 1ntegrated meat
empires. Exports were the
evcuse for their existence,
hut there was no justifica-
tion for exports
present circumstances.

The State should contri-
pute directly to the high
operating costs of the
lavish City Deep and Cato

needed to go all out and manipuldted in the past to over. Ridge =zbattoirs, so that.
. meat  marketing costs
e s T e R R T T T ek Al could be reduced.

Persouncl M
+ Management at this E oy iy . .
is Univer SJ_'t;y and wno are g—o-i]-!:- =0

be-/..o,

13\- B.Wci + da ; [ - 39 y i CoRA L ax

-

your peirseverance Cd
| ; and ultimate success are being duly rewarded

< - o 5" ] » 4 o

b -
e done and the greatest challenges lie shead because on your
shoulders rests an urgent and important responsibility in

uplifting o joini i
P g others and joining forces in solving manpcower problems

I want you to consider the following challenges

First, the

problem of labour turnover. In South Africa labour turnover

1 ache i i
1as reached alarming proportions causing unheard of and unequalled

MENPOW i i i i i
nanpower losses. This is in the interest of neither the employer

nor "/l LI

T
g

under



Hb m_mvwmm@_ ‘Dr Jan
Lombard told Fair
/Ummw that-for economic
Hmmmowm . the mﬁoﬂoa
price of -high. grade-
,Ummm éo:E. have to top
~-R1,68 'in...the second
wm& of this year, if
- Tajze ‘prices rose to
R120 g . ton - éEnw
&Wﬂ%,.&@._ R
COUIGAR. dhie aEm ‘he. mma
1? wodrbd represent an
h " jfierease -in heef H..Enmm of

.a,» .am_,uomﬁﬁ ~which-"is - an
.mmwmoumﬂoa A

nggmm

H\n ﬂpﬁé mmmE ﬂﬁa &mmm

a%ﬂ:égﬁ.\%.&it Fan T omEEL e

.._.rm m»m_‘ Tuesday October 7 1980
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producers would want for
nothmg more to complete
their gopd fortune. They
are alsp the biggest maize
farmers in the country
and maize has exceeded
@ll previous crop records
this year — at & time
when gram crops the
world over have failed.

But conswmers angry at
the phenomenal sudden
rise in ‘meat prices have
put the brakes on _Bam_“

purchases.
This could signal the

turn in the tide fo
processed meats and poul-
try—already a strong red
meat competitor and
tipped to mpass ted meat

W \\u\_ | e

. :

m 4 .

* gmﬂrmzm_ WMHHNPEO omm.mﬁdmm_moﬁcimn_ﬂmEmlmoﬂum

w of meat from start to finish, mnow?bm at various conten-

w tious systems Eoum the way, in the light of a possible
ﬂaqm&bgoﬂn inquiry into the meat indusiry.

consumption figures in

the year 2000.

Overall per capita con-
sumphion of med meat is
on the decline, In the
past 25 wyears it has
dropped from an average
of 46 kg to 33 ke.

Poultry produetion on
the other hand has
increased over the past 20
years by more than 650
percent,

PROBLEMS
Independent livestock
farmers, panticularly 1n

the morth-westeen Cape,
have been plagued by the
worst drought in 15 years
(which has begun lifting)

and have a wide range of

problems.

The Jacobs Commission
into the economic status
of farmers and agriculture
(1979) highlighted some

of them:

© Most farmers are
over the age of 50 and
very few young men are
being attracted into agri-

culture,

@ Farmers have to be
satisfied with lower prices
than those justified by
the hasic supply and de-

mand situation.

® The high capital
cost of abattoirs meant

that abattoir tariffs rose
drastically, from 1974 to
1879, while the marketing
costs of red meat for the
farmer, as a result of
difficult times, rose fur-
ther, They amgunt to
more than 27 percent of
his costs.

PROFITS

& The floor price of
beef was fixed at 95c in
1977 and was not
increased until July 11
1979, when it was raised
14 percent for beef and

¥
L
t
!

El

< 'could he different for this -

vear.

In addition to the im-
ports from SWA/Namibia
(traditionally 15 percent
of South African con-
sumption), the Meat
Board has said 14 to 18
percent of meat conswmed
‘here will be imported fom
international sources.

A month ago, Fair Deal
reported that representa-
tives of the big three
meat giants — KXanhym
(whieh is ultimately
owned by General Mining
and incorporates Asokor
and Karoo), Vleissentraal
and Imperial Cold Storage

- {(who have a 50 percent

share in Buil Brand along
with Vleissentraal) —
were already overseas in
Australia, New Zealand
and Germany mnegotiating
meat imports.

Already a shipment of

¢+ more than 40 tons of meat

has been landed at Dur-
ban harbour from Canada
for the Brixton outlet
of one of the big three.

AUCTIONS

One of the Housewives’
League complaints about
the sale of meat at the
abattoir concerng the
Dhrtch Auction Clock sys-
tem,

Prices for meat are set
at a2 high level and then

the button at the price
they are prepared to pay
~— which sets the price
for everyone_ else,

The Meat Board has
admitted this could be
open to manipulation
during surplus times,
when buyers who have
financial ties with produ-
cers could make pricing
arrangements,

But, they say, this can-
not wmgmﬁ during a shor-
fage as all buyers will be
competing for meat.

BUTCHERS

Wholesalers  penerally
bty up the meat for re-
sale to butchers.

Butchers can buy direct
but only if: they have
lodged an amount three
times to that ikey propose

_paying for meat with the

board; they have refriger-
ated ﬁ.:n_nw to transport
the meat, meeting health
H.mnﬁntonﬂ and they
are buying in large quan-
tities.

This effectively ex-
%:&mm most from the mar-
ef.

They also have to be
able to afford having a
truck, a driver and an
assistant at the abatioir
for the betier part of a
day, while the mea: is
bought and ultimately
loaded.

tick down. Buyers press

The “Judas” geat — every day he leads about 45060

sheep o the slaughter at the City Deep abattoir. Just

before he reaches the slaughtering conveyor belt, he
nips out through a side exit.

Wholesalers also have
generous credit facilifics
for butchers, which effec-
tively means that they are
tied to them and ecannot
shop around.

A butcher who attempts
to shop around caa bLe
sure that his -debf, vhich
will usually run nto tens
of thousands of rand, will
become immediately due
and payable.

Those who have the
financial resqurces to pay

cash complain that it’s not
worth shopping around
anyhow as prices do noet
differ more than a cent
from one wholesaler to
the next,

To meet rapidly rising
prices and beat consumer
resistance, butchers have
had to whittle profit mar-
gins from a heaithy 35
percent down to as little
as nine percent and occa-
sionally sell certain lines
at cost. /

sheep and 20 percent- for

This would put the
blame for "low prices paid
to mm_uamwm directly on the
of the Meat
-and | the Umwmu.n.
ment "of -Agriculture, whao
are aénw to point out the
maoﬂcs -of - farmiers’. profi-

They are responsible for
fixing floor prices; . which
are the m:mé@m& ﬁ_Edmm.
paid to the farmer.: .. .

But has the EO&EEQEQ N
of farmers. bheen “that
severely eroded?

.me _Jacobs Ob@ﬁﬁmmucu

noted that dhe s1ze of
livestock farms 1ncreased
27 percent 1n the five
years up to 1978, and the
total amount of livestock
per farm Increased by 284
percent.

In that time the total
income from meat animals
increased 14,5 pefrcent,
while the mproducer price
index of slaughtered beef
rose hy 3,6 percent.

The contmbution of
Fvestock to the gross
farming fincome Tose to
91.2 percent in 1978. In
that year the gross farm-
ing income was
R1 6464million; last year it
rose agaln to
R1 745-million.

Exports of Tted meat
amounted 10 meore than
R98-million last wyear and
in the first four months

4 of this year exceeded

125,5-milkion.
There was also an

,Eowmmmm in the physical

ﬂqE.B@ of production, the
méo&m Commission noted. |
- But the marketing of
feat Temains the biggest
ud@dm&ﬁ

The Jacobs Commission
said that in the five years
to 1979 marketing costs
rose wonly marginally —
4.8 percent to R5,68 for
each large beast. But they
nevertheless amount to
more than 27 percent of
direct costs.

PERMITS

It is 3% years on ave-
rage before catile are
meady for marketing. At
least three months hefore-
hand, the farmer has to
apply for a permit to
market his cattle if he is
in one of the pemmit-
contrelled areas.

A farmer has first ic be
registered with the Meat
Board before qualifying to
market meat through a
controlled area.

Permits apply to s._m
Pretoria, Witwatersrand,
Kimberley, Bloemfiontein
and Cape Town markets
for cattle and Cape Town
for sheep during the
second half of the year.

In Natal and the East-
ern Cape the quota sys-
tem is used. In the out-
side areas, where 37
percent of cattle and 28
percent of sheep are mar-
keted, there are no per-
mits or quotas.

Permits are supposed to

-

be used only when there
is an “oversupply for a
limited controlled area
market,” according to the

g gt

Abattoir Eaxrmqm%"m off the hides of slaughtered cattle. An average 1300 cattle
m_.mm_nn.dnnm._wwn._oruzsmu_uc_.m.mn.nwUmmumwmnno;mm_o:u.

the SA Federa of
Iavestock Auctione§ the
Meat Board is refug to
remove this maeting
system.

Farmers often cplain
they cannot marke@attle
or sheep through fault
of thelr own. wu..

A Bloemfontein mMer,
who wanted top cull of
his herd recently guse
of the drought pwmx-
pense of feedinghem,
could not get 5 mmit,
despite repeateq {ica-
tions.

Ultimately he [ 28
forced. “out of sh de-
speration,” to sell (cat-
tle at RBD a3 hd—
normally they sellf 2
mintmum of R200 es

A Caledon fapm&ho
e’ M

diversify into frozen vege-
tables as a consequence.

Farmers are reluctant
to complain, largely
because of the last clause
in the application for a
permit:

“Anv objections or irre-
gularities reported to the
board will be investigated
on condition that the
complainant submit the
matter in writing and that
he is prepareed to lodge
the matter with the board
with a view to legal
proceedings.”

More intimidating is a
promise made last year,
and reiterated this year,
by Dr Jan H.oaamnd
general manager o f the
board, to sue anyvone who
maKes an

allegation -

The number of livestock
a farmer is allowed to
market is largely depend-
ent on his previous pro-
duction and slaughter re-
cord; stock on his farm:
tvype of production:; and
estimates for the vear.

Although the Meat
Board has claimed the
permit system is virtually
foolproof, a senior Meat
RBoard official, Petrus
Broodryvyk was found guil-
ty earlier this year of
collecting R29 200 in
bribeg from two Johannes-
burg meat agencies.

The SA Agricultural
Union has said that two
large farmers® co-
operatives, Vleissentrs
(R300-million turnov

mit system than other
groups involved in mar-
Eketing of meat.

The SAAU thougzht this
was because they are botix
farmers” organisations.

. QUOTAS

The secorsd way of mar-
keting in controlled areas
is mnder the qurota system.

Both the Meat Board

- and the SAAD have Nﬂuﬂ...

@ It is Nﬂmmm&. ,Nmmhnﬂm..
are not impartial im the
allocation of quotas and
could give gurotas to

rangements with them.

€@ Due to the fact that
agents are allocated guo-
tas on past perfornmance,
mew agents could not en-
ter the markeit. New
farmers woifld have simi-
Tar difficulties.

® No compeitition e~

- tween agents.

Farmers who o «
market @ their catitie in
either of these ARy
generally sell direct to an
agemit, livestock auctioneer
or feedlot operatorx.

Many farmers Tresent
this — they guery how
these people can get peoer-
mits when they can”™t. U
der the permit m%,m.&g s0

the remainder for agenits.

Feedlot operators oftem
buy up cattle on outside
auctioms. About 7O
percent of bDeef is sStill
produced off the wveild: the
remainder comes from
feedlots which - build =
cattle tto super and prime
prades.

-However, some farmers
who can’t obtain permits
compilain they have to sell
super grade cattle to the
feedlots at a Joss=s.

not

The Meat Board here
has consistently denied
that any of the shortco-
mingss and irregularities
fouund within the market-

Ting systerm in SWA /Nami- |

bia—particularly with per-
mits—will be found or
could occur here.

There are inconsisten-
clies in the Ppraise heaped
on feedlot farming. It is
not only mmore exzpensive
buat causes mMmore super
Zrade beef to come on to
the markket, which in turn,
accor-dings to the board,
causes a shortage of lower
Erades,

This is one of the ap-
parent reasons for the
current hizsh price rises,
w hen Towerr grade
eguallfed and a2t times ex-

ceeded prices fFfor tTop
Zrades. A
The mines, which are

tThe major meat consumers
Internally, woiilld buy any

srade as lTong as it was

the cheapest, the board
said. .

This had ITed to  the

recent rapid price escala-
tior.

However it should be
bormne in mind that con-
TtTract Pbuying by thhe mines
is not news neithher has
Pproduction from feedlots
and therefore super
srades increased dramatic
allxy or sisnificanily
recentiy. -

ABATTOIRS

Only abowt 12 percent
of livestock  arriving at
abatfoirs is sent by rTail;
tThe rest arrives in convowys
of tizhtly packed trucks.

At thhe abattoirs, agents
Ixandle tThe Iivestock for
producers. Total market-
ing costs for each carcass
amount to about R33,42:

these include = Meat
BEoard levy of R7.42: Meat
B oard insurancee and

measly treatment levy of
R1.,.36; agent’'s commission
of R9,65; abattoir commis-

sion lw==yy of 15¢; slaugh-

tering  tariff of R2,61; and
an aba Mtoir tariff of R7,12.

The actual sale of meat
is ensrssared in contention.

A £ Ioor price — the
minimwsim gmount guaran-
teed tc> the prodiacer — is
fixed in controlled aresa
abattof_ rs.

‘This ensures that even
when ~the market slumps,
farmer—=s are not paig less
than their production
costs.. E=Iowever, at present,
the pr—:ice cannot drop to
this le=vel because of the
suppor—it price.

. ‘FThe support price is
calcula—ted every three
weeksg by averaging out
pPrice=g paid for each
grade. Prices cannot drop
lower than three percent
below the support and

during any one week;

during the entire three-
week period it cannot
drop more than six
Percenik,

It w—as reintroduced in
March, despite a National
Market Sng- Council recom-
mendat—ion- that all
though~s of a support
price E—e bdnished in the
Future.

Initi==mly it operated in

three »—major centires only.

In spite= of representations

from tF—e Master Butchers’
Associa tion, the Federa-
tion of Meat Traders and
the Howmmisewives' League to
the Mec=at Board and the
Ministe —r of Agriculture
that it— be abolished, it
was ex—tended to all con-
trolled centres on Septem-
ber 3.

The —three organisations

claimedE. it was inflationary

and art—ifieially pushed up
prices.

The “FNational Marketing
Councik_ spent more than
R30 000 and 18 months
Hﬁdmmﬂﬁmﬂum the meat in-
dustry.

In its=s repont, the coun-

cil corneeceded ,nbm value of

[P

a floor price, but sugges- -
ted allowances for wider’
price fluctuations and ad-:
vocated the lifting of con- .
trol in most centres. t

However, the Meat
Board had done the
reverse by introducing the
suppont prices. It has ef-
fectively stifled anything
other than very minor
price fluctuations,

In 1976, the council es-
timated that the lifting of
the floor price alone
would lead to @& saving of
at least R260 000 a year to
the consumer.

The council said when
the floor price was used
during shortterm price
fluctuations, as at present,
it mgmﬁmmw inflated meat
prices. The effect of the
suppont mDnice was even
more pronounced.

EXPORTS

If meat drops to the
support price and seems
set 10 g0 lower, the Meat
Board buys in. It then
either exporis the meat
itself, redistributes it; or
selis it at very low E.Bﬁmm
to big buyers for export.

Although the Meat
Board showed an audited
loss of R6,5-million on
meat exports last year,
total revenue brought into
this country from wmeat
exports by co-operatives
and wother organisations
last yemrr exceed
R98.5.million — and most
of tihat was profit.

Up to April this year,
exports worth
R25,5-million hag been

P e ]

. made, However, with the

current situation in this
coumtry with an undersup-
ply and high prices, the
Meat Board has banned
further exports as from
the beginning of October.
Although imports
amounted to mot much
more than 10 percent of
the total value of exports
last year, the situation

Meat Board. msed to mart -t i On agdai1st the board or tne anada“Boere Hﬁ.mwwh
However, despite the sheep a year could only meat marketing system  Beperk (R450 million -,

current under-supply situ- set permits for 50 this that cannot be uuoqma or nuai turnover) have be;

ation and reguests from yvear. Ie has decided 1o 15 disproved. fited more under the H.Mw”
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Mr Raymond Ackerman,
head of Pick 'n Pay, said:
““These shortages have.been en-
gineered. Producers have been
exporting 300-000 birds a week.
This is a terrific amount. If
they were mgdde available lo-
cally, this would  make a
significant differénce. They
don’t want tor do this as it
would bring.down the price.”
Mr Ackerman said major
.producers had anexporting
syndicate which fixed export
prices = which werd under Rl
a kg.

He estimated that producers
were making' a net -profit of
between 50c to 60c.a kilogram
at present and that:consumers
would payj R2 a ki’ by Christ-
mas —a (ﬁpercenbmcrease on.
last year this times”

“T think this is* absolutely
'dlsgustmg They' are’ pushing
prices above what thé market
| can bear, They are taking the
consumer for a ride and
exploiting the rise in. red meat
prices,”’ Mr -Ackerman- said.
Producers were satisfied
when they were malung 15¢c a
kg and a month ago ‘they had
jdenied -there. . was ,a.shortage,
but'there was; and i, was worse
now, said Mr ‘Ackerman -

[for . chicken had - mcreased by
about 50 percent since the meat -
|price increases. .-

Mr ‘Ackerman said a ma]or
ploducer has said that-demand”

for, chickens had increased be~‘ :
A 20 percent*
/

tween 16 percent;
“in.the past month.™. .

Own Correspondent

i ‘The demand.at Pick 'n Pay .

‘Mre Tony Bloomt, denied Mr
Ackerman’s’ accusatlons and
said the industry had been hit
by - losses over the past five

| years and its present profifs

were not unreasonable.
“We make no excuses for
making a 20 percent profit-on

"capital .employed — we are de-
Jighted,” he said.

~ While it was true that the
maJor producers sat together
on exports, it was ‘‘nonsense’
'to ¥ay they were regulating the
market or creating the short-
age, Mi~Bloom 3aid.

“It's a .cut-throat industry,

*At the moment we are not ex-
{ porting. The shortage was cre-

ated by increased demand that
was not anticipated during the
recession,” he said.

.In addition, the industry had
been hit by substantial cost int

| creases-which they were unable

to absorb,

Mr Bloom, who said produc-
tion had increased by 10
percent, accused the supermar-
kets"of stockpiling.

“They are the biggest hold-
ers of stocks at present — they
have squirretled away stocks

| and should bring them out and

make them available”.
Another spokesman for a
supermarket chain said produc-
ers were now able to dictate
prices because of the shortage.
+ “When chickens were plen-
tiful, we could negotiate dis-
connts, This is not possible with
the present scarcity,” he said.

“.Mr Harold Goldberg of

Checkers said he anticipated
that prices would reach R1,90 a
kg by December.

JOHANNESBURG. — Chicken prices are likely to soar
to R2 a kilogram by Christmas — and-a leadmg super-
market chain has accused producers of engineering

shortage to exploit red meat prlce increases.
-""The head of Premier Milling,

a




o S —ry 3 P - -
e

B T Y

| e ke e o 7 R L ot T A 5 e a1

E%@aﬁﬁzﬁﬁpy

- shock C)

(Continued from Page™i)
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R162
A spokesman for Trvin
and Johnson, the mam f

supplicrs of fish, has told

The Argus there are no W

plans to increase the price 4!

of fish at present,
N Vegetables have been of
"low quality and ugh- -S|
priced for - some  weeks
now hut prices are hegin-
ning to fall as more local 1d
produce becomes available <t
and replaces supphes from - c
the Transvaal.

November prices are
oxpected to be well helow g
cuirent levels, n
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Own Correspondent
An mqmry fato th T 'meat
{rade wil] be am:ounced
today, - M

In Pretorm ‘the new
_ Cabinet approved the ‘pro-’
“posal byyithe outgomg.:
Minster. otﬁAgrxculturg, ar
Hendrlk Schoeman, ¢ es-
- .tablish ch..an. inquiry,_
durmgéi bts"liﬂrst meeting ‘
von: 'I‘uesday' -
' The form this mqulry

) 'reference, will be .
' announced by the' new
‘Ministe of. Agnculture,

. Mr Pietie du Pl essxg. Y

‘The premg]enft az;d ice
president ot the gHogse-
Wives’ »»nggue Mps Joy
} JHlm.\htz “and: Mrs Yvonne
; Foreshaw "had dlscussmns
‘with: -the' outgomg Mmls-
| “ter” dast” Week,
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THE usua} tush to lay in
stocks of moai for a publie
holiday has not happened
this weck — and prices at
the Cape Town abattoir
auction fell slightly yester-
day instead of rising, .

Normally,
meat rises steoply before a
public holiday and this,
logether. with & short
working week at the abat-
toir, tends: to force prices
up. et Coe :

But “this week houses®
wives have boen Blrying
normal quantitios of meat,
And the ghattolr has been

demand for -

The pricé of super heef

at 1he auction yesterday
ranged drom 223 to
R2,29 a kg compared with
R234 to R2,38 on Tues
day.

The price of super lamb
ranged from R2,16 to R2,23
a kg vestepday compared
with R2,18 o R2,34 on
Tuesday,

The price of super pork,
which has risen aver the
past two weeks to nearly
the price of red mcat, was

through the rool, said a
spoRkesman for Riue:
Riband butcheries. *It is »
great rehef that prices are
actually  comung  down,
even if only by a fow
vents a kilogram, insiead
of going up as we were
afraid would happen.’

W e L Ll —

tk as geheel;

kKilimg maore than  the again B2 a Lkp as gp
. usual. quota of animals to Tuesday. en
ii) van die make sure of adequate ‘The demand for meat
supplies, has  certainly  not  gone
iii) wvan die ' E—

U sal in die toekoms breér moet kyk en u sal welsynswerk in n wyer
verband moet sien as voorheen, omdat u nou met gemeenskapswerk te

i il i ige streekwelsynsrade
doen gaan kry in 'm vorm wat nie deur die vorig y

in die verlede becefen iz nie.

-

Al beskik m gemeenskap oor baie beperkte middele en al is daar

20/.-------.0.
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- ancrikst
aan welsynsbronne, bestaan daar nog altyd dié heel belangrikste
As dit

gebrek

i i ateriaal.
kommoditeit wat benut kan word, naamlik die mensemate

it vorm die
reg gestuur en gelei word, kan wondere vermag word. Di
grondslag wanneer ons van gemeenskapswerk praat.

r

i randag hier in
Dit, dames en here, is die gedagte wat ek baie graag vandag
¥

i i ring geskat
u midde wil 1&, naamlik dat die mensepotensiaal nie ge &

! T n

i n die
i {1iec prosesse
moet word nie en ten volle aangewend moet word in « I

maatskaplike werk.

om ook ‘n onderwaerp

Vergun my ook die geleentheid, dames en here,
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Board’s imposed support price raises
prices further and overrides the principles
of supply and demand. He says the Meat
Board tried to introduce a support system
ceveral years ago, “put we pammered it
out and it was dropped.”

He explains that with the poard’s Sys-
tem, prices can't come down. Although
the federation agrees that farmers must
be given a fair deal — especially with
escalating costs of production — it feels
there must be 2 limit. “If the support
price was 90c above the floor price it
wouldn't be $0 bad,” says Salber, who
notes support prices have been in the
region of §0c/kg above the floor price.

The Meat Board, for its part, clings to
the view that the suppert scheme irons out
price fluctuations. After being introduced
"experimentally” on three markets earli-
er this year, the support gcheme was
extended to all markets 1ast month after
the board claims to have found that:

'@ Support -prices do not influence the
'general imarket trend.

.@ Support prices restrict short term price
{fluctuations to an acceptable extent.

L Purchases by the board under the sys-

& VKW v 0
5, £ 4

MEAT INDUSTRY FM w\lb\go
Takingab tcher's

The Weat Board's manipulation of red
meat prices through its support schere is {
designed 1o srestrict inexplicable and un-
acceptable short term price fluctuations.”
Well, it hasn’t worked, as this week’s
further rises in the price of meat show,
The price of mutton has jumped 44% in
three weeks. -

Lase Salber, chairman of the SA Feder-
ation of Meat Traders, says the support
system is keeping prices artificially high
and interfering with the operation of the
market.

«From the point of view of the produc-
er, there is no better scheme,” Salber
says. ‘‘But we in the trade have to carry
the costs of this scheme and traders are
indignant about it. SA is the only country

- in the world where the producer ig guaran-
teed a minimum price.”

When the federation meets next week in
East London to discuss the R2 000m-a-
year meat industry, this issue will be &,
major point of discussion.

Sabler notes that the
moment is already high, put the M

_ . . auction system
hecome invalid

Butchery
has

tem are not unacceptably large or do not
interfere with general availability.

This statement, together with
hoard’s claim that i
is determined by supply and demand, is
dismissed by eat traders as
nonsensical.”

Traders say the market gystem of auc-
tioning livestock is being rendered totally
ipvalid by the imposition of the Meat
Board’s protective —or over-protective —
prices.

The proposed inquiry into the industry
doesn’t seem 10 worry the poard. ‘“The
inquiry couldn't have come at 8 hetter

— ——-

LA RS

time,’ says a spokesmal.
meat industry is one of the best in the
world. Tronically (in the face of the inquk
ry) the whole meat marketing gystem 18
working like 2 clock right now.” Traders
th the poard that the meat

concur Wi : _
distribution scheme in SA is by ifgelf an

inherently good one. !
The Housewives League
well-known:

has made the
expose the

The board’s resgponse: “There is
a chance for manipulation and corruption
in any industry — d in a bank
doesn’t necessarily pave to
investigate the banking industry . - S



and the housewives off his back so that his
successor, Pieter du Plessis, can take
over the portfolio in peace? Or has he
been shamed into it by some of his Cabi-
net colleagues and Du Plessis himself?

If the new Minister had made it clear
that he favoured a commission, the old
one would presumably prefer to bow to
the inevitable while he was still in office,
In that way he would not risk being
accused of an attempted cover up should
anything untoward subsequently be
revealed.

Either of these explanations is possible,
so it will be interesting to see how wide a
'brief the proposed commission is given
‘and who is appointed to it. A narrow
commission, detailed to investigate alle-
gations of corruption within the present
system of marketing, is unlikely to un-

earth anything more dramatic than a cou- "
ple more adventurers who have fiddled °

the permits system. ,

That is virtually all that happened when
a similar investigation was commissioned
to look into allegations of corruption in the
South West African meat industry last
year,

But, if the net is cast wider, there is

little doubt that a commission could find
fault with the whole system. Schoeman
must know that as well as anyone, Indeed,
he already has a report from the National
Marketing Council, which pinpoints many
of the ways in which the existing system
plays straight into the hands of “The Big
Three”.
When he received that report in 1977, he
'said he would accept its recommenda-
“tions, Soon afterwards, however, he was
persuaded to change his mind under pres-
sure from the meat committee of the
Saau. That committee is heavily packed
with people associated with or sympathet-
ic to Vleisseniraal, the biggest and most

influential of “The Big Three”. So, for

that matter, is the entire headquarters of
the Agricultural Union.

That raises another interesting point
about the timing of Schoeman’s an-
nouncement. It came hot on the heels of
the “‘maize election” (see preceding arti-
cle). which dramatically demonstrated
how far out of touch with grassroot feeling
the Pretoria HQ of the SAAU has drifted
in recent years and how much the farmers
have come to resent being dictated to by
their large and very powerful agricultural
co-operatives.

MEAT INDUSTRY pjy \ﬂk, 80
Departing gestur

For 18 months outgor griculture Minis-
ter Hendrik Schoeman has brushed aside
suggestions that he should appoint a com-
mission of inquiry to look into the meat
industry, Why, then, does he suddenly
change his mind only four days before
relinquishing his post?

Is he merely getting the newspapers
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By Margaret Wh1 ley
Fair Deal Reporter

For tie,. first time 'in
mun‘ths meat. ‘prices

yesterday.

. its.peak the:day before of

| .- for;super- peef. oo
‘ 'I‘he average

was® R2 28: =, séven cents
up on last weeks average.
“South Aimca‘iwxll import
‘eat befo e Ch
compensat¢ Hopithe drastie
.sh r,tag&‘ wand:;to, prevent
p prxcemfmm fotketing,

sociation, Mr. P Thompson,

droppedi Lin Johannesburg.

Beef- [aImnst"' dropped “to -
the: supportlpuce e FTOTR

:R3,11 to, B2:22 -and FR2,29 .

. gelling
«:price for: beef “this ‘week

ristmas to -

The"iqhmrman -of + the
Durban Meat Traders’” As-

5

T

. -available at Christmas.

incestry.
i1 a brief statertent in
‘Pretéria yesterday, he

< quiiry | last week ‘following *
~a_public’ oruftcry"over splr-
- alling meat prices.™

,‘Meat Board has" Sald ‘Dr ,

-'Jan T.ombard, generalt a- |
. nager: of the. board;., has

. ‘vaguely °

3!‘1“”

aunmounced yestenday that .
meat will be imported as
soon as possible with a
view to the Christmas
season. He said there
would not be enough meat

. The

‘importation of

"mealt possibly from Aus-

traliz, would be a praetic-
al s‘bep and would prevent

.pmces from rocketing.

“The Mimister of Agricul-
ture - angd Figheries, Mr du
Plessis  confirmed -yester-
day that. the Cabinet had ,

agreed to the appointment !
of .a Judwcual commission
of Vinquiry into the meat

said, the’ comimission’s _in-
structmn and composition
would . be announced as
00n- as was prdatlcally
nssqlble

“The former Mlmster of
Agnculture,. -Mr Schoe-.
man,‘recommended an i

A spokesman forg, the

refused 40 make, any itom-
ments® 'on ‘anything "even
contentmusi A7)
stop newspapers startmg;g
. their ‘own sideline’ mvestl-_
gatmns. A :
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By!Charlene Beltramo, Fair Deal Reporter

i ’Phe pnce wof meat dropped shghtly at the end of

- this week' but furtlie‘i'fdrops, will be*prevented ‘by

. the $upport ‘ricé — 'I:h1s will" be one’ of ‘the key

- issues: sat a conference startmg on Monday of the
T sA Federauon of Meat Tradeisy ~ + = -+ .

Pl T ‘.The..Feﬂeratmn ‘has
‘ fought the, support price
smce it was remtroduccd
in, March at” three maJor
centres . .|

<O - two occasxons it
! made represenbet1ons to
‘the Mmlefer of- Agrmul«
fure” = af ‘that® tlme Mr
Hendmk Schoeman & and”
'.the-Meat Board 1o havé’
tlﬁe support pnce aboh-
‘shed i,

(Mr Lase - Salher «chair-
man' 0f- the fedcratmn, says
the support price; sysbem is
keepmg pncee a1t1f1c1ally
h1gh and 1ntet£er1ng with .
the operat‘lonlof the
market. :

fButchers avere hempg to
cdrry - thefhicost: Lo the
ere; strongly
fi '.‘-‘ThISa‘IS the
l‘;only coun@ry ansthe sworld

poorsy

the prmcuple
upply and ﬂemamd
xm,eﬁfmb.
.suq.‘rport “Prices,

exendued to..all the
{mno%e ; "thé

“'the begmnmg ,»of 1k
Se'ptember ‘
It it calculated ~’every \
“fhree -weeks' by, averaging’
sout :prices for, the. previ-
ous three week= Prices
"dre, ‘ot . allowecl o drop ©
more than thred ‘percent -
elovw this" during’ an;yt one’
week and not - “MOre; than ”
-8 L% peroent - grve p:»
ﬁhree-woek periodr . :
 The: Ho,use!wwes’
I.eegue vstronglyw opposed '
to, the support;prxce Y5
' tem, w111 be at.the con-~

o

%ﬂ?p - u.\‘-"'.. a-’ " g:::' w‘
1%%@ i is |
% le ing nzzdvertlsmg_: ,_\and
Zhrobl with ; .

have cotns |

“plalied- “that” for months
-they‘,xha‘ 0L - "
to-obtain®siifticient ofrAl | I
<Dcsp1te th ‘several stores
“’that iy no. .carcisses. have .
0'=p1:ob1em'= etti
ta »

Tare supposed‘ :
110 g8t ‘at vleastVsufticient, |
B of;al‘ met:ch the! numberu b

/0% carcdsses: I they i buy.
They have miages :ailega
“tions, ffr corription ‘at" th

FOfEAl POl
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HEOE :Agrlcuiﬂ
East Londq «'today

rM.
'of: garlier times, the Deputy

W
e Mr Hayward gave an

rices could not return

Mr Hayward sald n

j.assurance, however, that
I'recent” price -rises could
not‘ c¢ontinue, . . .

Offlclally Openmg the
annuaL CONgress -of the
‘South African ‘Federation
of Meat'® Traders he vad-
vised- farmers to. use. the
high' inéat prices to build
up their herds.

Mr.Hayward .said prices
weré' artificially low last
¥ e a-r Because i of.. -the !
drought many farmers
thad. heen ~forced to 11qu1~
date’ stocks. y

‘28 ‘pexcent s gvetisupply of
meét anda dro‘p in‘prices.
. My, Hayward® said * there. |
‘w ould soon be an end.to
the support prrc’e system
‘whickr hdd-, been. . opposed .
by sections of the trade g
He' + denied; ' - hnwever
tha,t.,t.he system,hkept
prices "artlfl(:lally h:gh.‘a It
+had- }gqgn 'mtroducedm,‘tp
.. put .an’end (to the,. plhjﬁce,,
" uncertainty worryiﬁé.?
ducers., !
.- ‘In some mstanc 25 the ‘
system™ “had helped'to !
keep pnces down.
. He, Sald Nnow, there was
I to *bés»a ‘Cabinet’, mqmry*
“into, ¢ asbects:\of. ther ‘meat
mdustry,; it was titng"to !
.keep' 'the. air clean and !
emotmns in; hegk
*The chajrman’i, gf the
j fec.eratmn‘ My Iy~ Salber,”

n .,
entral top—
*ic in the- Press.‘g' ,“}"; :

Statements, manniy of
| which ;.were unfounded,
had been made ;.'»'l-‘;_;:' .




The Star’s Africa
News Service

WINDHOEK — Start-
ling claims ' of meat
smuggling and adminis-
trative - incompetence
regarding the import-
ing of Irish meat into
an overstocked soulh-
ern African market
have been made hy
sources involved in the
{ Namibjan meat trade.
The allegations fol-
low this week’s an-
nouncement by the

South African Meat -
Board, Dr Pieter Coet.’
zee, that his organisa-
tion is investigating a
R2,25 million racket in
which large quantities
of Irish meat were
being fraudulently
dumped on the Seouth
African market.

But, according fo
Namibian sources,
southern Africa’s meat
preblems go far deeper
than Dr Coeftzee's reveI
ations.

One major Namibian
meat handling concern
-alone has nearly 2000

general manager of the ;

'Meat dump pm
()Mt 5
‘i p of 1ceberg

¥

L
I

"

Africa,

g

tons of Irish heef
worih millions of rands
“frapped” without &
market in cold slorage
in Cape Town.

Another consignment
of more than 530 tons
from Ireland for the
same company is to be
landed at Cape Town
this weekend. '

At the same time
that Trish meat is being
imported to shore up
Namihia’s ailing meat

processing industry,
the territory's farmers
have been “illegally”

exporting their drought
hit catile — both on
the hoof and in meat
form — to South

On February 5, when
it was found that the
South African market
could not absorb the
impact of Namibfan
and Irish beef, the
South African Meat
Board ordered a stop
to all imports from the
territory.

Two senior SWA
Meat Board officials
are due in Pretoriz
todav far ialks
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say traders

RAST LONDON -- The sup-
port price which butchers are
required ta pay for red meat at
auction sales 1s keeping prices
high and ought to be abolished,
delepates attending the South
African Federation of Meat
Traders congress decided m
12ast London.

The two-day CONEress ended
at imidday vesterday. and atter-
warads lhe chairman of the ex-
ccutive committee, Mr Lasie
Salber. gave reporters an aut-
lime of the proceedings which
were held mostly behind closed
doors.

Mr Saiber said> *“The high-
light of the rongress was our
opposition to the support
scheme both in principle and n
the racthod of application.”

He said the support price

was maintaining the price of

red meat at high levels

Asked if the removal of the
support  price — impased in
conlrolled areas between April
and September last year —
would bring down the price of
meat, Mr Salber said: *"No, but
i will bring us back to the
supply and demand system.
The economic principle of sup-
ply and demand is undermined
by the support price.

“The support price 18 unrea-
