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Laws for domestic and farm workeér s“ﬁﬁ;}ﬁ!léely

- - by 2 )
CAPE TOWN — Long-awaited legislation on ‘domestic and farm ment conditions for the two groups and the lorg ¥ir pr g’
workers is unlikely t6 be introduced in this session of Parliament. legislation has been strongly criticised and severa questions have
The news has disappointed the Domestic Workers® Association been asked in Parliament. :
(DWA), one of several unions which have been pressing for years to  In December 1984 a delegation from three groups — the South
get legal provisions covering employment of domestic worlers, African Domestic Workers' Association, the Domestic Workers_' As-
Dr Piet van der Merwe “director-general of the Department of Sociation of South Africa and the DWA — travelled to Pretoria to
Manpower, said a report from the National Manpower Commission -Protest to the Minister of Manpower, Mr Pietie du Plessis, about the
*had been completed and was under consideration but “we do not delay.

envisage legislation this yegr, , Mrs de Villiers said domestic workers were an important work-
- Mrs Florrie de Villiers, secretary of the DWA, said it proved yet force Making a significant contribution to a stable society.
again how lightly the Government took the matter. “Having domestic workers allows many skilled and professional
-, The NMc¢C was ipstructed in 1982 to begin an inquiry into employ- women to enter the economy,” she said,
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spokesman “said. Mr .
-~ -di Plessis -had to:-* \
" make'it ¢lear that he -' Mr Peirus Meyer
- was speaking of be- :
" ‘half of the National Party and not of Parlia- -

. “ma 3 ui"ﬁ

kers sze

"PETER FABR'CIUS
Parhumentury Staff

THE Labour Party is to introduce legislation -
‘this session to protect farmworkers and do-
mestic servants who at present do not have
union protectuon .

*The party an--

. -riounced this after
. the Minister of Man-
- power, Mr Piet du
= Plessis; said that no™
. New leglslatmn on
'rthis matter- was
« planned for.this ses-
; "snm

“A Labour Party

!ment in general’ and the Labour Party in
'partlcular 2 h

““Our farmworkers have been continually |
‘overworked underpaid and abused, and the
old. tot system is still very much in use,” he
'said.
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PARLIAMENY - The Kairos
document on liberation theology
signed by general secretary of
the South African Council of
Churches (SACC) Dr Beyers
Naude was:a call to revolution,
murder and even high treason,
Mr J W Meiring (NP, Paarl) said
in the
yesterday.

Mr Meiring said the docu- ,

ment, released last year, had
been compiled by “seven name-
less theologians” and financed
by the SACC.

It was undoubtiedly the most
radical document from the

hands of churchmen in South
Africa. The problem was that
many outside the country saw it
as the official view of the
church here, T

Solidarity
RP and the
g %’%& e

leader Mr Amichand Rajbansi
was scathingly attacked by one
of the rebel opposition MPs in
the House of Delegates yester-
day. ' )

Mr Mamoe Rajab {Solidarity,
Springfield) said Mr Rajbansi’s
apparent inability to do any-
thing about removing apartheid,

- in spite of being a'Cabinet Min-
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- of their party,
. abid to

ister, must make it difficult for
him to sleep at night.

Mr Rajab is one of four Soli-

7 darity MPs who have brought

an interdict against the leader

prevent the proposed
NPP-Solidarity coalition. :
Mr Rajab said Mr Rajbansi

should accept vicarious respon-
sibility

the country with the samé Min.
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Mr JN Reddy, in’

for the passing of apart- ‘
" heid laws. He (Mr Rajbansi) sat
-on the most powerful body .in
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a political' God and talked of
salvation in terms of freedon
from political repression, ng? in
“terms of “what we know 4 as”,
g, he said .

among o
phemlzs} use of God's name in
the mble to the new Consti-
Jution”. '
The document, in spite
advocacy of violence, diy
ever have at least one Zdvan-
tage: it forced people to Search
their own consciences: “Itis so
easy to say we were put here in
.

Commyi

Assembly dining room should b
The Speaker of Parliament,

Mr Greeff appealed to MPs

ments pending the decision of a ja

Standing Rules and Orders of {he

" He reiterated his claim

had nothing fo do with yd

privacy for Members of
Rev Allan i

ohe of the

wrder

»

settle dinjr

PARLIAMENT — A spec‘:)l‘?' (gl{f
Parliament is to decide if the controversial segrégate
e open to MPs gfall races.

Mr Johan Gpe?ff, convened the joint
ng “blaw

ct;mmittee' 0

Hr
meeting to prevent the issue bki
hational and initernational proporty

itkse, chairman of
refused service, rejetted the Speaker's statement
but added that his caucus had already decided to “stop
pressure for our right as Members of Parliament.” They
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Mr J W Meiring, National Party
" MP for Paorl,

South Africa by a higher hand
and given a calling, 50 we do not
have to care about others. There
must always be a quid pro quo.
Every citizen must do all he can
to improve relations between
races.” — Sapa,

.

‘up into something of

t meeting of the committees on

ur, It was designed to ensure

the House of Representatives,

exerting
had decid-

ed to leave it up to other caveuses to decide. — Political Staff, )

eader

isters who pushed through
apartheid legislation, “caring
not who was demeaned and who
was hurt”, )

He would be held responsible
for the decisions of the Cabinet,
and although this perception
might be unfair, “we must re-
member history was never
Strong on fairness”, Mr Rajab
said, . ' .

Earlier, Mr Gopi Munsook
{Solidarity, Nominated) went
against Mr Reddy by lambast-
ing ‘the Federated' Chamber of
Industries (FCI). Mr Reddy-had.
praised the FCI in his speech for
adding its voice to the anti-
apartheid lobby. :

Mr Munsook . dencunced the
FCI and Assocom as white capi-
talists Who had never before
worried -about 'the plight of
blacks. o
- “Suddenly everyone who
never lifted a finger is on the
bandwagon shouting ‘change!’ ,
he said. - “ .

"after the Minister

ect
farpwg er
PA — The Labour
Party i fitroduce legislation

1)
this session to protect farm
workers and domestic servants
who have no union protection,

The party announced this
of Manpower,
Mr Piet du Plessis, said that no
mew legislation on this matter
was planned for this sessjon,

“The Minister of Manpower
must make it clear that he js
speaking of behalf of the Na-
tional Party, and not of Parlia-
ment in general and the Lahour
Party in particnlar,” a spokes-
man said in a statément.

“Our farm workers have been
continvally overworked, under-
paid and abused and the oid tot
system is. still very much in
use.” ‘

Mr Petrus Meyer (LP, Vre-
dendal) told the House that nei.
ther farm workers nor dom-
estics were defined as workers

under the Manpower Act. — Po- -

litieal §taff.
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efusal to serve coloured MPs .
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(1) Whether the Government has opened
immigration offices in (a) India and
(b) Pakistan; if so, (i) when and (ji)
what is the cost involved; if not,

{2) whether it is the intention to open
such offices in these countries; if 50,
(2) when and (b) at what estimated
cost?

The MINISTER OF HOME AFFAIRS:

(1) (a)and (b) No. (i) and {ii) Fail away,

(2) No. (a) and (b) Fall away.

Damage to school b :nﬂwm
LD wp :
. *18. Mr HD K VAN DER MERWE ask-
ﬂﬂﬂv—ﬂgamnﬂ ucatianmand De alop-

_ment Aid:

(a) How mahy cases of Wamar€ to
school buildings in Black residential areas
occurred in the 1985 calendar year and (b)

- !—Hwﬂ is the estimated amount of the dam-
age? -

1The DEPUTY MINISTER OF EDUCA-

" TION AND DEVELOPMENT AID:

(a) At294 schools damages occurred.

.?u.H:nnmammmmmnonm._nn_mﬂonmﬂWq.m
. million.

In several areas local Black com-
munities have on thejr own initiative
repaired damages due to the riots
ranging from R324 up to R3 200.

To_put the matter into more per-

ective it can be mentioned that

amage of less than R50 occurred at
44 schools and damage of less than
R10 000 at 153 schools.

At 17 schools buildings were totally
destroyed. Of these schools 10 were
destroyed in one outburst of violence
at Duncan Village in East London,
together with several churches, build-
ings and houses.

Mr T LANGLEY: Mt Speaker, arising
out of the hon the Deputy Minister’s reply, 1
would like to know why this information had

HoA

not been furnished to us in the form of a
statement, a long time ago. [Interjections.]

*

Farm/dom Kers @ ‘
L)
. * wg T AL ed the Minis-
er of Manpower:
il Nww I¥ .
(1) Whether, With reference to his reply

to Question No 15 on 5 February
1985, the report of the Nationa! Man-
power Commission on the working
conditions of farm and domestic
workers is available; if not, (a) why
not and {b) when wiil it be available;
if s0, what were the findings of the
Commission;

(2) whether any legislation is to be intro-
duced as a result of these findings; if
not, why not; if so, (a) what legis-
lation and (b) when;

(3) whether farm and domestic workers
are to be brought within the ambit of
the (a) Labour Relations Act, No 28
of 1956, and (b) Basic Conditions .0f
Employment Act, No 3 of 1983; if
not, why not; if so, when;

(4) whether he will make a statement on
the matter?

The MINISTER OF MANPOWER:™,
(1) The report has been finalised but has
not as yet been released. N

(a} Consultation is  already under
way with organised agriculture
on certain subject matters and
will be extended to other people
and organisations concerned in
due course.

(b) The release of the report will be
considered once the consulta-
tions have been concluded.,

{2) and (3) The introduction of legislative

changes will depend on the comments
and representations received.

}(4) Not Emmmrllmv

Tt § e
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Mr R M BURROWS: Mr Speaker, arising
out of the reply given by the hon the Minis-
ter, is he conducting negotiations with the
Domestic Workers' Association in connec-
tion with the working conditions of domestic
workers? If not, why not?

The MINISTER: Mr Speaker, I have had
interviews with the people concerned, and 1
am also prepared to conduct negotiations
with them. As a matter of fact, Sir, I intend
to invite them for further discussions. I hope
that will satisfy the hon member for Pine-

town. R
Tobacco preducts: advertisements

*20. Mr A B WIDMAN asked the Minis-
ter of National Health and Population De-
velopment:

(1} Whether his Department has (z)
made or (b) commissioned a study of
the effects of smoking on the health
of smokers and non-smokers; if not,
why not; if so (i) when and (ii) what
were the findings;

(2) whether he or his Department has (a)
a policy and/or (b) reached an agree-
ment with any tobacco companies re-
garding the advertising of tobacco
products on radio and televsion; if so,
(i) what is the nature of this policy
and/or agreement and (ii) when was
this policy formulated and/or agree-
ment reached; if not, why not;

(3) whether he intends taking any action
with regard to the advertising of to-
bacco products on radio and televi-
son; if not, why not; if so, (a) what
action and (b) when;

(4) whether he will make a statement on
the matter?

The MINISTER OF NATIONAL
mmhwmqﬁ AND POPULATION DEVEL-
OPMENT:

(1) No. The effects of smoking on health
of smokers and non-smokers are well
documented.

HoA

(?) (2)and (b) Yes.

(i) A code of practice for tobacco
product advertising was drawn
up by the Department of Nat-
ional Health and Population De-
velopment in conjunction with
the Advertising Standards Auth-
ority and the tobacco industry to
ensure control over the advertis-
ing of tobacco products. Essen-
tiglly the code is that advertising
should:

{a) not to be directed towards
increasing number of smok-
€rs. -

(b) not be directed at youth.
{c) conform to certain norms.

(ii) 23 November 1979.

.(3) (a) and (b) Advertising on radio and
television must conform to code.

{(4) (i) In reaction to a request initiated
by the Cabinet, the SABC and
cigarette manufacturers have
agreed to cease the use of the

- senders of Radio Suid-Afrika

* and Radio South-Africa for afl
cigarette flashes, as from
23/1/86.

if} On Friday 7 February 1986 I
also issued the following press
statement:

“.  Pursuant to a request made
*: by me, the local ciparette
manufacturers have agreed to
. print a health notice on all
packets containing cigarettes
manufactured by them. The
+ notice will appear as from QOc-

* tober 1986.

The notice will be
SMOKING IS A HEALTH -

RISK — ROOK IS 'N
GESONDHEIDSRISIKO

L



farmers unlo n:

Mercury Reporter

THE Marketing Act was
regarded as essential by
the-South African Agri-
cultural Union (SAAU)
and it was not prepared
to negotiate its princi-
ples in this respect, the
SAAU’s senior econo-
mist, Mr Dries Savel,
said yesterday.

Mr Savel was speaking at
the 1986 annual meeting of
the Natal Commercial
Poultry Producers’ Associ-
ation (NCCPA), which was
held at the Royal Hotel,
Durban.

‘Specific schemes can,
however, be adjusted as
circumstances may demand
and according to the de-
mands of the time, pro-
viled that it is done in
cconsultation with the pro-

ducers concerned,’ Mr Sa-
vel continued.

He said the SAAU was in
full agreement with the
stand taken by the the State
President on the Marketing
Act, which was that agricul-
ture could be best devel-
oped if minimum Govern-
ment involvement was used
to bring about the neces-
sary stability.

Promote

‘In this respect the Mar-
keting Act provides an ex-
cellent framework within
which the various commed-
ity branches can be given
the necessary support with
a minimum of regulations.’

Mr Savel said the Market-

ing Act did not exist solely -
to promote the producer's -

interests, but also to pro-
mote and protect the inter-
ests of the consumer.,

T

e

“The truth of this asser-
tion is supported by the
fact that control boards are
not composed out of pro-
ducers only, but include

' consumers, processors and

distributors,’ he said.

Ammunition

The chairman of the
NCCPA, Mr Warwick Barns-
ley, urged members to
question the effectiveness
of the pool scheme in
stabilising Natal's market
and pricing structures.

He said members should
be aware that the new Com-
petitions Act would bring
the pool structure under
serutiny at some stage and
that the pooling agree-
ments ‘could be ulira vires
of several of the Competi-

. tions Act stipulations.

<l urge you therefore to
uea the ammunition at your

Qr'!,us
disposal, your mherent ef-
ficieney, your marKeting
ability, know your 'costs of
production and distribu-
tion, get involved in the de-
cision-making process of
your industry,” Mr Barnsley
said.

“These are your best-'as‘"%
sets together with & mpeay

volatile price structp,hgi’e‘

which will ensure your cops:
tinued existence in- oumn“L

dustry.’ «:E‘rﬁhf
Mr Barnsley told the Me!!:-f‘

cury that there was’ b
chance that the price of ]
poultry and eggs should
drop due to lower transportf
costs caused by the* low ¥
petrol prlce . o
‘But it is not posmble
say definitely if prices wxll
drop because the lojer pet-
rol price was only an-
nounced on Wedresday,

Mr Barnsley said.
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Worker dies
after attack

by “upset’ bull
| Staff Reporter '
‘| A FARM worker died in Tyger-

berg Hospital after being tram-
pled by a bull, police said to-
day.

They believe the bull was be-
ing led intc a paddock when it
charged Mr Sezi Action
Mayika, 39.

Major Frank Alton, Boland’s
police liaison officer, said Mr
Mayika died about llam yes-
terday, 17 hours after he was
trampled.

Major Alton said that Mr
Mayika, who worked on Vre-
denburg Farm near Stellen-
bosch, was leading the bulf into
a paddock between 5pm and
6pm on Sunday.

_ He opened the gate and the
bull “got upset”, Major Alton
said. The animal charged Mr
Mayika and knocked him over.
“We believe the animal then
stood on his head.”

After the incident Mr
Mayika walked to the farm-
kouse and was taken to Stellen-
bosch Hospital. He was trans-

ferred_tg 'l)g‘er}a_gtx}lospital.

T

— e—



(Z861 30 v V) 2861 “PV Auns
-8 [ewIsiuy ay Jo (1)0S uons (q)

V26 15861
991 %861 (=) (1)
qdq
4O ANV MAVT 40 JHILISININ UL
£5TE94 SA0QE S1J} JO YIBS JO
1oadsal ur 2sed YoBa Ul AUBW MOy ‘OS
B ‘papiancs {q) pue pagdreya () arom
paumiap os soosrad Aue Jogaym (7)

‘uogusep Ul ploy uosiad yoeo sem
Juo] moy 10} () pue psumEap yIEd
Sem 19y SI} JO UONIaS JBYM JO STLIS)
ut (q) “ysesun 0} pIIEdL SuosEal Ioj
‘Z861 JO P ON VY Lumdag [ew1d)

-U] Sy} Iapun pauTe}sp aiom suosrad
Jo 13qumu [e1o3 jeym (&) ‘Ajpanosds
=21 ‘G861 pue 861 o1 predar ynm (1)

:13pI1Q0) puB AT JO

B E) 1 padse AHTINH ¥ 9 IN "6€

savffo piauany
MApdas vanum a0
.nomﬂubvoﬂm_mngmﬁwo%ci

9861 HOUVIN 61 ‘AVASANAIM )

"$861 ISNINY 47
uo popuadsns Ajuelodis) sem sIaInOGE]

waey JoJ sueo] Suisnoy I0] SWIYIS Y,

ATddOS ALV ANV
HANLTAOMNODY 40 UHLSINIA 4L

jseakopdus
uire} ‘30 10adso1 m se01aIss poxeds Jaiio
Aue (o) pue ‘4q wondwnsuoo opsowop
10§ 19tem Jo uoistaoxd ey {q) ‘103 sesnoy
Jo uoneayLIoals 5y (&) Jo adsas ur *ajqe
-[feAB 9JB SO4nY yowjm oy Jeak paywads
1saje] oy} 4l preog Mp3ID) RISy

syl £q polEJO[[E SEm JUNOWE JBYA

:A1ddug 191840 pUe 2IMy[NOLSY JO IISIUIIN
) poyse N v

ﬂl%..u“wa:n Ezn.v .OE
Y

uLIe

-1day Juisq a1e'sonsnels Yons o ._&\_\_

ATddNS TILVM ANV
HANLTNDEOV 40 YALSININ 24l

£91qR[{BAE ST HOHEBWLIOII YOIy JoJ 3jep
paymoads 1sa3e] i3 e se onqndey s Jo
uoldal payads yaes UL 2I15Y] SIom SULIR)
gons AUBDL MO “OS J1 ‘Siduiref Sym
Aq pardnooo 138u0] ou ore yotgm suuUej
PouAMO-OlA JO JOQUINU Oy} UO SONSQEIs
Auw sdooy jusuniedaqg siy Iaayp

:A1ddng J91eM PUR SIMNOLISY
JO ISISTUIN 913 payse Mm< _M WIN-
&

¢899 &

SULIRJ Patia

(9861
Arenuef 1€-G86T INAV ) pSL vLp SLTH

ATddNS ALV M ANV
FANLINONOV 40 JHLSININ 24l

{2[qQe[reae are s2Indy
gorym 10j pouad puow-z] pagoads 193]
A IO GE] Ul JOMSX WENOIP Jo WIOJ A}
ul jJusunreda( sif Aq PAISPULL FOUEBISISSE
[EDUBUY JO JUNOWR [BIG} SU) SBM JBUM

:A1ddng Ierepm pUe sIRyMondY Jo 19y
-SIIIAL 943 paYse ZHVMHOS H H SN "1

JDUEHSISSE [BIOUBUY *JI[ JySnoaq

“PR6T ISNBNY T
uo popuadsns fuerodrs) sem siamoqe]
UL} 103 sueo] Suisnoy 10j SwWoYds YL

ATddNS YLV M ANV
HANLINDMNEOV 40 WHISININ sUL

isoym
e se ofjquday oy (n) pue eale yoea
(1) W pojueld junoWe {2303 213 Sem
jega (q) pue pajuesd alam eale Yoo
w suopedndde ag jo Auewr moy (8) (7)

¥e9

9861 HOUVIN 61 "AVASINTEM

££9

%mz_%

.

‘G861 UI S12IN0qE| Wike) 10§ SUBD]
Suisnoy 107 pandde jeren (o) pue
jeeAsUEL] 33 (p) *21E1S 921 sBuri
oy () ‘soumolg adey syl jJo 1ap
-utewsr 3yi (q) ‘eaae aden wroisap
Ia1e210) oY1 () ui s1oune) Auew moy (I)

:4ddng 1s1e 4y pue axmynandy jo 199

-SIUIy "ﬁ-wwwwm H AN @ LE
Qn.u.n.v ueo] Sut

SIINOGE]

9 E Ame@n%%

*2103y [BUOISUIAOL],

"ajqefreae Jou aduracad sad sarngLy

w.W.H FM .VWQ .VH ................ —H—Umm
¥ [[EjuRy ISUIM
919¢ 6vESS 1039y jeeAsuRL],
~ESPELT TLTTET Tt U0ldoy 2mls 291,]
POLOS 9zZ8E " uoiSay ade) wiagsey
65y ST 6L£8 T *°tuolday [eIeN
6I8LL weESOTL "ttt uoI3ay coIey
Lev iz 80TEL " uolSoy payd
b L |
+9B/6861 SB/PROT .
'ATddNS HHLVM ANV
TANLTNOIEOV 40 JEISININ 9L
idlqe|rese

2dg samly UYomm 10] sxead om] paymads
89| B} JO Yoed Jo jadsar ur ‘gRel
JO ¢F ON ‘1Y $90Inossy [eimymousy Jo
UOnBAIDSUOD 30} JO SuLIa) ul SHqnday o)
Jo soutoid yora w1 SupiL) J0J SIIPISQNS
ul 160 pled junoure (810 Iyi SEM JEYM

:A1ddng sorem pue oINyMoLSY JO Ia)STURA]
a1 payse WYHONITIAVH M ¥ IN 22

Bupuay J0) sa1pIsqng

& TS £91 SB6I

Lb Ly €91 861

Y9 9 821 €861 ' °° woonsjsyod
£ £y 90l &861

& tF SO0T vB6l

¥r Sy S6 €861 T UI3juoJI0010)
(® (@ (&) rmax ofeqop emmoLly

CATddNS THLVM ONV
HANLTNORIOV 40 YALSINIA <UL

Jsemopdip 1) pauielqo (2) pue 95It0d
Yy} pasdwon (q) ‘uoissiupe 1oy pand
-de (&) siuspnis Auewl moy ‘S[qe[IEAR AIER
saIn3y YoM 10 s1BAA 921} pagioads 1553
-2 atj) Jo yoes ur afqnday oy ur o3apod
feanynoude pagoads yoes Jo wadsar up

:Addng 33180, pUE 1M RO Y JO IISIUIIN

am MY IN LT

"9

ssnffy umo

HONI
£5)) 98 TAQNYIA
. Baf[0d [Edny| E\ﬂw\bvw

A T

e b -

e

X

‘9 (q)

) 9@
"EONVNIL 40 HALLSININ 911
¢SB61 UI SISLILIR] UBIpT] (q) pue painojo)

() o sjueg Imnoudy pue puey
o Aq pojueld a1om sueoj AUBLI MOL
, 90URBUL] JO XOISIUTIA]
ap payse JHJOUIHOONW M o OGN "¢e9
jueg [BIMNOLSyY pue puey
“SUBO|

25913 jo adeyusorad oFre[ e dn ayew
‘SIDULIRY 5I0W IO OM] 0} PSjueId alom
UoIym ‘SUBO| JUIOf SISUWIIE] 0] YUY
pueTy oy} 4q pajuesd sueol 1/L gh Jo

vy v 991 €861

o Op 101 46l 0adsal ur s 1qap [e303 Suredaro oy (q)
OL OL 89T €861 “*°~" " """ BIBP3]) “SHEO} 1L12)

05 05 1IST €861 -Mofjs pue -sjepauuul -Suo] Ispun

§¢ S¢ ¢cl v861 L0S 99T SLZ T JO junowe [ejo}

¥S S 6¥T €861 VT U3 ) I0j Yued pue I3 O PIIgIpUI

08 08 10T $861 elom sISWIE} G861 J9qWand I¢ uQ (v)
8L 8L. £0T ¥861 )
9L 9L "0¢C €861 "eeerer et mquasig SHONVNIL 0 H3LSININ 21L
CE9 s 9861 HOMVI 81 ‘AVdASHNL 19

R e RSN PV S

i




——eeee e

‘Govt accused of delaying farm.-

report in fea@%f“;

Political Reporter
CAPE TOWN — The Government was sting on
an important labour report on the plight of farm
workers for fear of a right-wing backlash, it was
suggested in the House of Delegates yesterday.

In 2 debate on a private member’s motion, the
opposition Solidarity Party called on the Minister
of Manpower to make public the recommenda-
tions of the National Manpower Commission be-
fore the end of the current parliamentary session.

Mr Somaroo Pachai (NPP, Natal Midlands) in-
troduced a motion on behalf of Mr Ahmed Lam-
bat (NPP, Actonville) calling for an investigation
into the possibility of bringing farm workers
within the ambit of existing labour legislation.

Mr Pachai said the exploitation of labour con-
tributed to South Africa’s standing among the in-
ternational comrhunity as a pariah and a polecat,

Solidarity Whip Mr Mohanlall Bandutalla (Ha-
venside) pointed out that in 1982 the Minister of
Manpower had appointed the National Manpower
Commission to investigate the working and living
conditions of farm workers. :

He moved an amendment urging the Minister
to reveal the findings of the report by the end .of
the current session,

i lapsed..

%?ite backlash

‘This is a long time for an investigation, and I
am told that the report of the commission is with
the Minister.”

- Replying to the debate, the Minister, Mr Pietie
du Plessis, said the draft report of the commis-
sion had been handed to him in November 1984,

It had taken until May 1985 for the draft report
to be translated from Afrikaans into English,

The report could not yet be released, however,
as certain matters of principle still had to be dis-
cussed with representatives of the agricultural
sector.,

Mr Pachai asked the Minister if the reason for
the delay in the release of the report was because
the Government was worried about the effect the
report could-have on white farmers,

“If the Government's fears of a right-wing
backlash dre'more-important than human suffer-
ing and degradation, then God help South &frica,”
Mr Pachai said. - e

Mr du Plessis fifmly rejected the suggestion,
“I'm afraid of nobody and nothing — | follow
my conscience. We look at merits, not at pressure
groups,” he said. i ' C
The time-for the .debate expired and the motion

‘3
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- concluded between Freddies and Presideﬁt o
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.5d for the joint exploitation of the Area, which
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=iy for a mining Jease over the Area and for
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egiotd before 1990.
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_ EBRAHIM MOOSA
Political Reporter
MANPOWER Minister
Pietie du Plessis said yes-
terday in the House of
Delegates he feared that
mechanisation in the agri-
would re-
sult in about d-million
farm workers josing their
jobs. .
* Healsosaid there wasa
danger that labour could
rice itself out of the maf--
ef, which
a “disaster”.

Du Plessis was sFeak-
ing during a Private
‘Member’s Motion in_the
House of Delegates which
called for farm workers

to be brought junder the

“tion. -

Several Indian MPs
from both the ruling
National People’s Party.
(NPP) and Solidarity Par- |}
1y hi ghted the inequl-
ties farm workers ia‘:ed. )

oy

would resuitit 1

ambit of existipg legisla- . ‘

e e it o 1 i B T agecn M Asitanif s i 3

The NPP said farm |
workers should be given
Bl;otecﬂon under the la-

ur relations provisions,
while Solidarity in their
amendment to the motion
demanded that govern-
ment release the National
‘Manpower Commission’s
report

Du Plessis blamed the
“advocates of disinvest- |
ment and boycotts” for
the growin, unemplgf-
ment, which he said would
result in regional destabi-
lisation -as many of the,
‘workers in this country
were -from neighbo
black states.

Du Plessis sald ﬁé-was

-of :the -Unemploy-
ment Insurance Fund

which focused pri- |-
marily on the agriculivral
sector. - *

in favour, of extending the {
i mm

{UTF) to farm workers.’
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Mechanization ‘threat
to farm labourers’

Political Reporter

HOUSE OF DELEGATES, -— The Minister of Man-
power, Mr Pijetie du Plessis, szid on Thursday he
feared that mechanization inthe agricultural sector
would result in some one million farm workers
losing their jobs. L

He also said there was a danger that labour could
price itself out of the market, which would result in
a ‘“‘disaster”, .

Mr Du Plessis was speaking during a private mem-
ber’s motion in the House of Delegates which called
for farm workers to be brought under the ambit of
- existing legislation.

Indian MPs from botk the ruling National
People’s Party (NPP) and Solidarity Party high-
lighted the inequities farm workers faced in the
workplace,

The NPP said farm workers should be given pro-
teetion under the labour relations provisions, while
Solidarity in its amendment demanded that the
Bovernment release the National Manpower Com-
Iission’s report which focused primarily on the
agricultural sector. ‘

Mr Du Plessis blarmed the “advocates of disinvest- |
ment and boycotts” for the growing unemployment
which he said would result in regional destabiliza-
tion as many of the workers in this country were
from_neighbouring black states.
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“Farin_Housing: loans Crre- 715 25 /36 (4
HOUSE OF, ASSEMBLY.. . The loan: scheme for-
farmworkers’ housing would be.reactivated from
April 1; Mr De Klerk said. The loan scheme had’ of
' necessity been abolished in 1984 and this had led to
a great backlog. The Minister of Agriculture and
Water -Supply, Mr, Sarel Hayward, would give fur-
'ther details duripgt debate on jge J:‘fqggc_et:
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for see

Parliamentary
Correspondent

THE Government s to pro-
vide a new subsidy ang
loans, totalling R150p 000,
during the current finan-
cial year for the security of
armers in ‘designateqd
areas’.

Provision for the new
grants have heen included
in the estimates for expen-
diture for the House of As-
sembly, which were tabled
Yesterday,

Agricultyraj loans g
R900 000 a5 contributiong
to the agrienltyraj credit
accounts and subsijdies of
R600 600 for the Security of
inhabitants of designated
areas have heep bug[geted.

A further R24,5 million
has been budgeted for ‘des-
ignated areas’ compared
with R12,8 million provided
for this burpose during the
1985/ financiaj year.

No details of the new
amounts were provided jn
the estimates byt they are

mproying the security of
farmets living in areag such
as the Northery Transvaa]
where g Dumber of Jang.
Inine expiosions have taken
place recently,
" The subsidy has been in-
clude_:d in the agriculture f.
Dancing Programme of the
House of Assembly’s De.
partment of Agriculture
and Water Supply. . o
Another new item in the
vole is Rssp 000 for, farm
labourers heusing, .- )

%ﬁ%eﬂcjed to be devoted to

t



‘ xfwe ‘peéople arrested:in connectlou with
‘["mient on Friday afteri:

{ arrested.. S ré_\ i

[ farm Sploenkop in the,‘

APE 1 'I‘OWN _'Four taen’ died i i separate 513 '
cidents in‘the Boland at the weekend. : '* 5 4,%1
1A, Boland. police: ‘spokesman ‘said ye dﬁyf t
;fgheﬂmumés
‘would appear in:the.Paarl Magistrate’s ﬁ fiat

7 ‘Mr Jacaob. Pietersen of the farm. Ultky Wel-
\lmgton distriet was stabbgg to death dun rgu-

+{ Mr Stemmet Brow!;j; (23) -] the farm uuc‘lg:{%a,

| Paarl, died of stab woundg ]at'g o‘}f{"j‘ruiay\amgllie A
Ao mer ey

19-year-old ‘man hash p% S e —

" Onr Saturday mormug

Montagu dlstnct & mmgn

J%tody- i s e

] (23)
d:ed in a s1mxlar mcldent
on ‘the’ farm Hooglaudqn
ithe" Zeerust'." di :
n:ght ‘mag and:a
woman are m polme cus-

z’-‘jwo people dled m the *
Zeerust dlstnct affer
;drinkmg wme from a
‘eooldrmk ‘bottle whlehl

el

haduapparently previgus--

]}’ tained: poison. /

[oe W g
4zArpolice ‘spokesnian
said, Mr' Gert. Kalmeyer:

(44) and. ‘Mz, Pefrus’
Muller (38),’ of the ,farm
Dxe Vlakte /were gwen
their usual quota of wme
hyﬂthe owWner. of the farm,
‘The men apparently
poul'%d the iwing'into:a -

cﬁ%‘ldmnk‘ﬁottl - Sapa,
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MARITZBURG — Thir-
ty-four” families due -to
‘be evicted from a farm
adjoining. the. Hlobane
mine near Vryheid today
‘have no aiternative
' place to-live, according
to the”Association: For
|Rural Advancement“
(AF Ao, ay

" AFRA’ orgamzer Miss-
Patn Hernderson said the
fam1hes, many.of whom
‘have men working on'the
HIobane ‘and Tselentis
mines,” were legally
bound: to'leave the farm
Rietvlei 150, subsection
'35, today in accordance
Wlth a magisterial ev1c-

“tion order passed: ‘on
‘March.7. They. have-not
been able to find an~
other home. - - i

According to AFRA
the Rietvlei people have
approached. community
leaders .at the informal
§ KwaBekumthetho settle-
ment ‘niear Mondlo for
accommodation, but
have been, turned ‘away
owing. to extreme over- |
crowding and heavy un-
employment in the area.

KwaBekumthetho al-
Iready has a population
of -30 000 evxcted farm-
workers in an area, and
has no amemtles“‘ ‘

! At a meetlng held on
April 2, the families told
"AFRA that they.y were not
refusing..to ‘move, but |
‘that:there was 10 place

for them to go.:

4
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ZB MOLEFE

ight of South Afri-
arm and domestjc
workers has been highligh.
ed by the Internationa]
Union of Food and Allied
. Workers® Association,

The executive committee
of the association, which
has 214 trade unions affilj-
ated to it and more than
2.2-million members world-
wide, recently expressed
concern about the workers
; after a meeting in Geneva,

Switzerland.

“Farm workers and do-

; estic workers are stil] up.
¢ recognised gas workers in
terms of South African ia-
bour legislation,” sajiq the
It demanded that

these workers be protected

by South African labour

3 legislation,
f The IUF welcomed the

THE

ca’s

T

. —

creation of the Congress of
South African Trade Un.
ions, which it said “hag
brought into being the most
representative natiopal Ja.
bour organisation in the his-
tory of South Afriea™

The organisation
slammed attempts to “som.
bat the growth of represen-
tative, democratic angd non-
racial trade unions by or-

‘Step up the pressuse:

A TRADE unjon organisa-
tion with more thap two-
million members worldwide
has called for ap epd o

foreign investment in South
- Afriea, :

The Internationa) Upiion
of Food and Allied Work-

ers’ Union, which met in .

st e

ganisations such ay

katha presiden; and Kwa.
Zuly Chief Minister Ga
sha Buthelezi of “seeking ¢
substitute loyalty 1o tribal
politics and 1g hig personal
leadership Yor the loyalty
cach worker owes to his
class and i1 the lahous
movement s a whok

Geneva refi‘em]y. accused ’

governments which , were

encouraging investmen: in
LD

complicity in the .-

erisis facing South Af, rica™.

The IUF a5y condemned
the “uneven response” from
some South African trade
UTOnS to ¢alls for interna-

inlence
828inst trade wnionists also
came under fire from the
UF: “We also note with
nger and horror the re-

orts of assassinations, tor-
ture and imprisonment of
unionists and democratic
activists in the so-called
~‘homelands' of Transkei,
iskei and_ g ecently

tional actigp _z_xgains;t apart-
heid.

“There are no more than
a handful of governments
and trade ypjop organisa-
tions  that have acted
against SA on their pro-
¢laimed Principles,” said
the 1UF,

/7
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VANDERBIJLPARK. —
A"13-year-old farmer was
sentenced to five years
imprisonment on each of
two counts of murder
after being convieted in
the Supreme Court here
yesterday of killing two
children.

Gideon Benjamin van
der Watt, of Ver-
eeniging, ran the chil-
dren down with his bak-
kie on his farm.

Mr Justice ¥ C Kirk-
Cohen ordered the sen-

@ED

% Cape Times, Tuesday, April 22,1986 7

Farmer Kkilled cchildren

tences to run <oncur-
rently and suspended
half of the sentence for
five years because of
Van der Watt’s age and
ill health. This means he
will serve 22 years.

An appeal against the
sentence was made, and
Van der Watt was re-
leased on R500 bail.

The court found that
Van der Watt had been
aware of the possiblie
consequences and be-

‘haved negligently.

prteTtT

Van der Watt deliber-
ately chased after a

group of black children

who had trespassed on
his land with a large
bakkie, ‘with the inten-
tion of scaring them off,
but ignoring the fact that
he could hit them.

Van der Watt said 10
or more children were
seen walking on his
land. He admitted to the
ecourt that he became
angry and chased after
them. — Sapa _
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Advocate
slams 6’(%
A

labour 3

) Sheryl Re
A leading labour advocate has
called on the legal profession
to take a stand against the ex-

clusion of many categories of -

. workers from the benefits of

the Labour Relations Act.

Mr Tim Trollip last night
made the appeal during an ad-
dress to the Friends of the Law

School at the University of the

Witwatersrand.

He said farm labourers,
domestic servants, many State
employees and others were
currently excluded from the
ambit of the Labour Relations
Act (LRA).

“The State has essentially
chosen to place itself above the
law. However, neither the State
nor we as a society will escape
the power implications of so
large a segment of our coun-
try’s labour force,” Mr Trollip
said.

He said Section 2 (2) of the
LRA provided that the act did
not apply to persons employed
by the State. .

The Wiehahn Commission res
port had recommended that
collective bargaining rights be
extended to public sector em-
ployees and that compulsory
arbitration he substituted for
the right to strike in the public
sector. So far nothing had been
done to extend these rights to
Government and provincial
empioyees.

7
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POWER DYNAMICS

Mr Trollip focused on the |

power dynamics involved in 1a-
bour relations, stressing the
need for labour lawyers to
come to an understanding of
the wider dynamics of power
and labour law so that collec-

' tive bargaining could be en-

i
4

couraged.
“Good lawyers concern

* themselves as much with
' power as the law,” he said.
| “Lesser lawyers, or perhaps
§ lawyers badly instracted by

. clients rush off to courts for ex

{ parte interdicts to stop work-

} ers burning down factories or
. to eviet sit-in strikers.”

; There has been a rash of
cases Jately in which employ-
ers have gone to the Supreme
i Court for interdicts against
; workers and have received

. such interdicts, ex parte, with-

i

i

' out the court’s hearing any

reply from the workers or
unions concerned.

Mr Trollip was critical of the
judiciary in granting such in-
terdicts without hearing the
other side of the case.

“I fear this pattern -(of ex

parte orders) — it invites work- .

ers to flout the authority of the
courts,” he said.

“We are entering a time
when in my view, the Supreme
Court, and I speak as an officer
of the Supreme Court and with
the greatest respect for the Su-
preme Court, is going to have
to enter the realm of collective
bargaining and collectively
bargain for its authority.

“Buch authority may be bar-
gained for, and achieved, if the
Supreme Court steeps itself
more deeply in an understand-
ing of the dynamics of power
and labour law; accords to la-
bour and management inter-
ests, without fear or favour,
their just desserts; and ceases
so readily to afford umbrella
relief ex parte.

“The majority of our present
judges are, with respect, prod-
ucts of capitalism. Very few of
them ever held a brief for a
trade union while practising at
the bar.

“For them the challenge
must be to endeavour to under-
stand issues from the perspec-
tive of labour and to come to
impartial judgment,” Mr Trol-
lip said.

—

R




Man- dleS“f‘f'flll fight ~¢ /

,JOHANNESBURG — A construction company

with farm workers

foreman based -at. Kriel, about 70km south of Jo-
hannesburg, has dled i a'clash, with farm workers
who attacked hirh and’his gons.*

Major Skippie
i Seheepers, CID officer
for. Standerton said Mr
Jo‘ nnessiyan: Niekerk

3 ki
“day=hight - after -a fight
between Mr. van -Nie-
" kerk, his teenaged sons
d workers on’ Onver-
}cht Farm near Kr1e1
The" mmdent' occurred
after a fight earlier in
the day. between the
brothers;—aged 15 and
18 — and the workers.
The youths”:mother,
Mrs Catherina van Nie-
kerk said the-fighting
broke out after her sons

“‘reprimanded”’ two
young blacks after they

beat the brothers’ dog.

Another -fracas devel- .
oped at the Workers’
houses and ‘Mrs van Nie-
kerk and’ her sons fled
after being assaulted,
she said., -

When Mr van- Nlekerk
retirned home and
-heard ‘the story he:be-
came énraged and, wgth

compamed by his sons '

JAnother fight devel-
oped a shot was fired
and Mt van ‘Niekerk was
stabbed and beaten to
death. — Sapa.

‘a4 shotgun,. stormed to .
‘the workers’ houses Ja¢* |-
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GB . s
0ost for rural development
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY. ~— ':l‘he gov- products. %L gﬁl‘f 8;? (g_

ernment’s White Paper on urbanisa-

fon, moald prope Sou Afhica iniy ,,Vihont(a0us ontrl,farm eboar
e <ls n “within one genera-

tion®, o Gt::{lam Melntoslh (PFP 19T easily and facilities such as

Maritzburg North) said yesterday. zc ools, ;rali:spnn am} health would
The plan wonld create opportunities w?;.i tt:-st:y mproved If these people

i and development “undreamed of in il

this conntry”, he sald during debate on _ Population pressure on the over-

the Agricuitural Economies and Water €rowded but fertile homeland areas in '

Affairs budget vote. the east of the country would decrease ‘

b Mr Mclntosh said the Minister, Mr 85 people left for the fowns Yhis

Greyling Wentzel, should give “abso- Would improve opportunities for Agri-

lute priority” to the White Paper and cultural development and advantage

. urgently appoint a commission to de- Should be taken of this,

- velop a strategy to exploit the “enor- The colonial mentality toward black

: Mous opportunities for rural and agri- farmers should be abandoned and they

cultural development’' -the thould be drawn into the Western

arbanization strategy’ would broducet agricaltural sphere to help produce
This development would 'be ‘atcom:- the “enormonsly increased quantity of .

penied by a demand for agricultural Food” that would be needed. — Sapa n
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Crlrne Reporrer

LAINGSBURG police. g hunt—
mg\a ‘farmworker who' alleged-
ly: threw ‘two petrol bombs af-
ter’ an argument with his

| employer

. One of the bombs was
thrown at a store'and the other
at the farmer’s homé: Stight
damage was caused.

s . Colonel Eddie Snyman, po-
lice liaison officer for- ‘the:South
WesternziDmtrmts*Hsa1di there
was’ an!argumentaat Jotberts-
kop; \Lamgsburg, about 5pm on
Friddy between the worker and
Mr Andrew'Erasmus. "




P “ now I no longer had any job nor could 1 find
another,” Lekala says.
Y # 1 He went back to the village at Zandfon-
+ i tein to join his family. But, after six months,
he had to return to Johannesburg, There was
- no food for his family in the village and he
i felt he had to try something.

As to the reaction of black political activ-
ists, the death of the pass laws is, unsurpris-
ingly, viewed as a case of too little, too late.
For them “the issee™ in SA concerns nothing
less than the transfer of power. |

The abolition of influx control is unlikely to [ Lo .
! result in greatly increased workseeker mi- -
grations to the urban areas — in the present
economic climate, at any rate.

Unemployed blacks roaming the streets in
Johannesburg believe that cowntry people
who would want to come to the towns to seek
work — now that the pass laws no longer
apply — will be discouraged by the fact that -
jobs are not available.

It will be interesting to see what impact
the new deal will have on black farmworkers!
(and the agricultural sector). Traditionally.
among the lowest paid, they now have the; /!
freedom of movement to seek better pros- /
pects in the city. This would seem to place
them in a much better position to extract
higher wages in a sector where unionisation , .
is currently the subject of an investigation by, .~
the National Manpower Commission. ] /

The FM spoke to some urban unemployed
blacks, They say fellow blacks in the home- |
lands will know, mainly from the radio, that
. influx control is dead. But this will not make |

much difference to them because they al-
" ready know there are no jobs in the towns. If
- jobs, but no accommodation, were available,
. workseekers, particularly those with rela- |
t tives and friends in the townships, would turn

up in large numbers, they claim. :

Ordinarily, blacks loathe staying in the

- “kitchens,” they point out, However, cir-
cumstances often force them to do so, living
with friends in domestic service. g

A number of factors have caused the |
plight of the folk wandering through the |
streets in search of casual labour, but with
nowhere either to sleep or eat. Some are
victims of the economic recession, people
who say they became jobless when the com-
panies for which they worked unexpectedly | .
closed down, or retrenched workers. Others
have been frustrated by old-style pass law |
measures forbidding them to take up jobs on
the basis that they did not qualify to work in
the city.

Matome Lekala is a 40-year-old father of
five from Zandfontein, west of Pietersburg in
the northern Transvaal. Lekala, now one of

_ the “street people,” was once a happy, proud
worker. For six years, he tells the FM, he
worked for a car dealer in Jeppe while stay-

, ing at George Goch Hostel. .

. “But about two years ago, we were told by

i our employer that there was no longer any

. work for us. The firm was closing down. It

. was the beginning of my troubles. My family

{ had depended on my earnings for a living,

|
|
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Parliament and Politics

Farm workers

‘defenceless®

Political Reporter:

HOUSE QOF REPRESEN-
TATIVES. — Seven mil-,
lion South African farm
workers had no .legal
protection against un-
fair lahour practices, ex-
ploitation and victimiza-
tion, the House of
Representatives was
told yesterday.

A _private member’s
motion tabled by Mr Ed-
ward Poole (LP Belhar)
proposed that a parlia-
mentary select commit-
tee be appointed to form
a joint committee in a
bid to ensure that farm
workers were governed
by existing labour laws.

Strike

He said farmers were
the most protected en-
trepreneurs in the coun-
try but their workers
were defenceless
against exploitation.

Mr Poole said existing
labour laws did not pro-
teet farm workers

e

AU ey

against victimization nor
were they allowed to
participate in a legal
strike.

Although there was no
prohibition against farm
labourers from forming
trade unions the neces-
sary components for
union activities in terms
of law were absent spe-
cifically because of vic-
timization.

Farm workers daily
faced the harsh conse-
quences of unfair labour
practices against which
they had no legal re-
dress,

Mr Poole proposed
amendments to the Wage
Act, Labour Relations
Act, Unemployment In-
surance Aet and the
Basic Conditions of Em-
ployment Act so that it
included farm workers.

The absence of legisla-
tion that protected farm
workers resulted.in “le-
galized exploitation”,
Mr Poole said.

Conventions

He stated that the In-
ternational Labour Or-

| ganization (ILO), from

which South Africa had

| been ‘suspended, pre-

scribed conventions pro-
viding certain special
guarantees for the pro-
tection of farm workers,

Several LP and oppo-
sition MPs directed an
urgent plea to the
government to make the

necessary anlendments.

Mr YusulRifoda,
Demoeratic Workers’
Party (DWP), said that
there were hundreds of
cases of farm workers
who after years of ser-
vice were ordered by
farmers to leave the
farms with no pension or
unemployment benefit
when they eould no long-
er work because of age.

Replying to the mo-
tion, Mr Pietie du Ples-
sis, Minister of Manpow-
er, was repeatedly
booed, heckled and

- jeered as Labour Party

MPs accused him of not
answering their ques-
tions and evading the
issue.

Contract

Mr Du Plessis said
farm labourers could en-
ter into a contract with
farmers under existing
eommon-law provisions.

He referred to a
government White Paper

.which acknowledged

that certain agriculfural
unions had to be in-
volved with regard to
farm labour legislation.

: YMr Du Plessis said the
.government recognized

that a large number of
factors were involved in
the formulation of a sys-
tem regulating farm
labourers and that very
few countries had one.

The motion was car-
ried by a majority vote.

- -
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! (b) (©) @ - (2) (a) Thousand (1) No. At this stage it is not possible to
R kwh say when the consultations will be
1980/1981 454116 Saﬁ_nnn&_. as the m@ﬁﬂ::ﬁnﬁm sector
West Rand Area Development Board . ... 648,82 Government Printer 10811082 T 547124 is a very large and diversified one and
Western Cape Area Development Board . . 690,85 Government Printer 19821983 T 865000 quite a number of bodies have to be
Western Transvaal Area Development Hoofstadpers Ltd (trading as 19831084 1259891 conferred with.
Board ...................... e 676,96 Aurora Printers) 198471985 1463831 @ Consultat a L
Northern Transvaal Area Development a sultations are still continuing
OWONHM.- ................ rr it teeeaaa, 552,60 Government Printer 1985/1986 m@ -._._O:u_._mv - 743413 and are to be broadened further.
Northern Cape Area Development Board 762,83 Hoofstadpers Ltd (trading as . . d
P ; Aurora Printers) ) “uuua cﬂmﬁmmow.:_wﬂ«_._m estimate (b) Upto now only Tepresentatives
Oranje Vaal Area Development Board | .. 789,15 Hoofstadpers Ltd (trading as of organised agriculture have
Aurora Printers) (3) Average prize of electricity prices at been consulted,
Qwaqwa Government................. . 4029,13  Government Printer an average load factor of 70 per cent: s
Lebowa Government .............. +++. 10533,15 CTP Book Printers (Pty) Lid Apr 19780 Feb 19 3.82 kWh (2) No.
RwaZuluGovernment ................ . 2804,35 Government Printer ; pr to Feb 1980, v el
KaNgwane Government . ........... .. 3446,31 Government Printer March 198010 March 1981—4,32 /k {a) Consultations have not yet been
Gazankulu Government .. .............. 3755,84 Government Printer Apr wmmH to March gwm»ulwmmq Q&wﬁw completed.
KwaNdebele Government .. ............ 8355,53  CTP Book Printers (Pty) Ltd W»ua 983 to Aug 1983—S5, . c/k
ept 1984 to Jun 1986-—4,73 /kWh (b) The release of the report will be
Tul 1986—5,39 /kWh considered in the light of the
FRIDAY, 30 MAY 1986 progress which is made with
’ T (2) (a) how much electricity has been i F ﬁ wn.. g\‘w\\w ? mw_wwaﬁﬁmmwamm:_mna agriculture
- supplied by this scheme in each year J %ﬁn workers p -
‘ since it was put into operation and WS“_PMV
tIndicates translated version. (b) what was the planned supply in gwm“w.mnwmrnnvoﬁnm asked the () Yes.
For written reply: respect of each such year; ) ) @ (2) Consultations with various iater-
orwri Py i (3) at what price was this el ectricity sup- (1) Sn:_nm., with r to his Teply ested parties.
General Affgirs: plied in each of these years? to O:W:w: No19on1 1February 1986, .
NB&N‘WUPMMG nmmﬂn %ﬂwnmm_ohanmwe:m %“n report )] Oo%mﬁnmno_._m are at present
P oftie National Manpower Commissjon under way.
G, Ruacang hydrg-dlectric scheme m@w %ﬁzmﬁwﬂ wmz.... MINERAL AND on the working conditions. of foer X
842 7§0 asked the Min. ) and domestic workers have been com-
ister of Mineral and EnergyATrrs: - (1) () () R251 million. pleted; if not, when is it mn.un.ﬁmnna Alreraft
i 27 that they will be completed: if so, (a)

®

Hok

{a)(i) What arMagpts heCe been in-

vested in or spent on the Ruacana hy- |

(ii) 196410 1978.

(®) 54,1%.

when and (b) what organisations and
persons were consulted in this regard:

1069. Mr W V RAW asked the Minister of
‘Transport Affairs:

- i te, 3 .
mﬂ%ﬁ“ﬂ%ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬂu Mw o"”Mn m_w nM ; (2) M&«.San ra_n _.o%on :ww been released: (1) (a) How many aircraft of each type
e . . . i It so, when; if not, (a) why not and were purchased by the South African
institutions with the permissijon of the () () No final agreement has as ! (b) when will it be released: Airways in each of the latest specified

State and (i) in respect of what
specified period is this information
furnished, (b) what percentage of the
total investment in the said scheme
do these amounts represent, (e)(@) in
what manner are these amounts be-
ing repaid and (i) what amount has
been repaid;

yet been reached regarding
the manner in which the
amount will be repaid, ne-
gotiations between the par-
ties concerned are, how-
ever, being proceeded with,

(i) Falls away,

Yrwaitadan

— aEr s Lot

3

whether any action is to be taken in
connection with the findings of the
Commission on this matter; if not,
why not; if so (a) what action and (b)
when?

The MINISTER OF MANPOWER:

Hoa

2

five years for which figures are avail-
able and (b) at what price in each
case;

(a)(i} how many aircraft of each type
were sold in each of the above-men.-
tioned years and (ii) at what price in
each case and (b) what was the (i)

Ly e
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(and I think the hon member also knows the
law on that aspect. I can see no possibility
that that part of the system will be changed.
That is how it is done classically and it is also
fair to do it in that way.

Chemical daminozide

*5. Dr M S BARNARD asked the Minis-
ter of National Health and Population De-
velopment: :

request from the Interdepartmental
Committee for the Safeguarding of

Dv/w__ @%—Eﬁ% @ (1) Whether this Department received a.
g r BAR -vam_ﬁa the Minis-

ter of Agricultural Economics:

(1) Whether, with reference to his reply
to Question No 761 on 7 May 1986, a
decision has been taken regarding the
application to extend the use of the
chemical daminozide in the Republic;
if not, when is it anticipated that a
decision will be taken; if so, what was
the decision;

{2) whether any countries have (a) pro-
~ hibited the use of this chemical and/
or (b) found it to be harmiul to hu-
man beings; if so, (i) which countries

and (ii) when in each case;

. (3) whether his Department took any
steps to collect data on the effects of
daminozide on human beings prior to
purchasing this chemical for use in
the Republic; if not, why not; if so,
(a) what steps, (b) when and (c) with

- what result;

(4y whether he will make a statement on
the matter?

1The DEPUTY MINISTER OF AGRI-
CULTURAL ECONOMICS:

(1) No, the Interdepartmental Commit-
tee for the Safeguarding of Man
against Poisonous Substances (IN-
DAK) will have further discussions
on this matter on 9 June 1986.

(2) No.

(3) The Department does not purchase
the chemical. The Registrar of Ferti-
lizers, Farm Feeds, Agricultural
Remedies and Stock Remedies ob-
tained all the relevant information

before he granted the original regis-
tration of the chemical.

(4) No.

HoA

Man Against Poisonous Substances
for a toxicological evaluation of the
chemical daminozide; if so, (a) when
and {b) what progress has been made
in this evaluation;

(2) whether an evaluation report has
been (a) completed and (b) made
available to the above committee; if
not, when is it anticipated that it will
be completed; if so, (i} when in each
case and (ii) what were the findings
concerning this chemical;

(3) whether he will make a statement on
the matter?

The MINISTER OF NATIONAL
HEALTH AND POPULATION DEVEL-
OPMENT:

(1) Yes
(a) 6December 1985.

(b) The chemical has now been
evaluated after additional infor-
mation was received from the
Interdepartmental Committee
on 23 April 1986.

(2) (a) Yes.

(b) Yes.
(i) 23 April 1986 in each case.

(if) The report is confidential
and has a direct bearing on
an application which has
been made to the Registrar
of Fertilizers Farm Feeds,
Agricultural Remedies and
Stock Remedies, and which
is at present being consider-
ed by him.

=
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I am not prepared to disciose any i
: ] Y infor-
Ination which the Repistrar is b -
cluded from giving, gistar is by law pre

{(3) No.

a|bW @ o TOTE
éavwﬂamw ROGERS asked T nis-

ter of Justice:

(1) (a) How many persons applied for
cases to be heard in the small claims
court in Em.Emmmwﬂonmn district of
Cape Town in the latest specified
period of 12 months for which figures
are available and (b) from which
magisterial districts were these appli-
cations received;

(2) s&mnrm.u. any applications were turned
down; if 50, (a) for what reasons and
(b) which magisterial districts were
involved;

(3) whether he intends establishing a
small claims court in the magisterial
district of Wynberg; if not, why not;
if so, when?

The MINISTER OF JUSTICE:

(1) The information which I furnish is for
the period 1 February 1986, the date
on which the Small Claims Court was
established, to 30 April 19365,

.

(a) 558 persons.

(b) The Cape, Wynberg, Good-
wood, Bellville, Simonstown,
Somerset-West, Maimesbury,
Stellenbosch and Kuils River,

(2} Yes.

(@) The applications were turned
down as a result of the court not
having jurisdiction,

(b) Wynberg, Goodwood, Bellville,
Simonstown, Somerset-West,
Malmesbury, Stellenbosch and
Kuils River.

(3) No. I recently introduced legislation
to amend the Small Claims Courts
Act, 1984 (Act 61 of 1984) so as to
enable me to establish a court for
more than one magisterial district,
After promulgation of the amend.
ment it will be possible to extend the
area of jurisdiction of the court at
Cape Town to include amongst
others the magisterial district of Wyn-
berg. It would also be possible to es-
tablish individual courts. ‘

Immaculata High $chpof G2
ST S
7. Mr P G'SOAY asked \t iniste
Defence: s
(1) Whether any members of the South
African Defence Force took any ac-
tion at the Immaculata High School
in U_nuwuoom. Soweto, on or about 14
May 1986; if so, (a) what action, (b)
why, (c} who authorised this action

and (d) what was the rank of the
officer in command;

(2) whether any items were (2) damaged
and (b) removed from the school dur-
Ing this action; if so, (i) what
specified items and (ji) why;

(3) whether any teargas was fired on the
school premises; if so, (a) where and
(b) why;

(4) whether any persons were detained
on this occasion; if so, (a) how many
and (b) why;

) whether this was a joint aperation
with the South African Police: if so,
(a) why and (b) what was the rank of
m_n .wmmnm_. in command of the opera-
on?

The DEPUTY MINT -
FENCE: STER OF DE

(1) Yes. On two occasions,
On 14 May 1986.

(@) A combined SA Defence Force
and SA Police cordon and

— 5




By Hanpes de Wet
White farmers in the Steelpoort valley

on the Lebowa border are drastical- ;

A

1y reducing the number of workers on

34
FUSN

black labou

F EERE TUINL U
ry and made other arrangements to
switch from farming peanuts and-corn

to-cattle,” he said.
"] am not going to be dependant on

their farms to become less dependant  wjack lahour anydonger” - . ar =

on ‘black labour after large-scale
stayaways by labourers.

Mr Stoffel Muller, the first farmer 0

suffer damages because of a petrol-

bomb attack, said he was going to ré: .

«uce his workforce from 60 to six.
«T have already invested in machine-

Mr Muller said-it was true that'black
workers were being intimidated not 10
come to work “but I believe people

who don't wantito be:intimidated will
not bow before pressure”. - S

Mrs Suzy van der-Berg said her hus-
. band:had decided to-stop
+ fgpaing ecottony in prder

o -miot -0 2be dependant on

& manyal Jabour. .

- - We~ are Boing to
switch to different kind
of farming which will en-
able us to do mjost of the

} work with machinery.”.

| She said the farm's cot-

i ton-pickers werg pow fe-
t manding 4wo %&f@? *
+ kg tnore for gicking eot-

' 4on. The current rate is
Be/kg. -

NO COMPLAINTS

“We are not going to
pay them more because
we know the extra iwo
‘cents will just be going to
the pockets of the ‘com-
rades’.

“Our own workers told

* us that.”

Mrs van der Berg also
rejected assertions that
' the stayaways at Steel-
poort were due to a Wage
dispute. )

“Intimidation by the
scomrades’ is behind this.
Qur workers never com-
, plained before and do not
want to stay away.

“In any event, I know
EOf other spots in the coun-
‘try where black workers
" are being paid much less

than in Steelpoort,” Mrs
van der Berg said.

j -
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Lebowa women work at a self-help profect — & fen
which will be sold to a school or private buysr.
Picture: Tony Naldeo
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Pedis in sta

POOR wages, brutality and ill-
freatment lie at the root of sim

This week, blacks angrily spoke
of the “shabby manner” in which
farmers treated their labourers, al-
legedly paying them a wage of R28
a month,
. And farmers spoke of a fast de-

veloping war between them and
"blacks in the aréa caused by what
“they termed “Borhmunist ~agita-

~AOrE" Tt

Lebowa police chief Co! Phiilip
Moloto said he had received no re-
ports from farmers and only got
such information from newspaper

. articles.

The farmers claimed the “agita-
tors” were United Democratic
Front (UDF) members from
Lebowa who demanded a R1000 a
year “ANC pass” from the farmers
to allow them to enter the home-
land safely.

, They said the security situation

T

.doff wi

Wwas volatile and threatened to
irive them off their land.

The farmers said they had be-
come €asy prey to raiding “radical
communist agitators” who regular-
ly mm.omm& the border on sabotage
sorties.

But Boskloof and Malekane vil-
lagers, all Pedis, said the misun-
derstanding between the farmers
and their workers had nothing to do
with politics “but had more to do
with the attitudes of the farmers”.

They safd the farmers were set-
tled in the area which was pre-
viously the royal kraal of Chief
Sekhukhune the Great — while
black people had bee? resettled
elsewhere, .

The villagers said: “We do not
deny that there are ‘rebellious’
Waﬁ_a in Lebowa who are opposed
0 the homeland and the govern-
ment’s %o:amm. but we deny that
they bad anything to do with us and
the farmers.

“We have been working for these

BOPHIE TEMA |

e

m mers

farmerg f w many years. They paid
us poverty wages and we dared not
ever ask for an increase.

“Some of us have also been bru-
tally assaulted and sometimes hu-
miliated. For fear that we would
lose our jobs, we never reported
these incidents to the police,

“But we realised that the longer
we worked for the farmers the
greater advantage they took of us.
And when unrest broke out in Sek-
hukhuneland, we were threatened
by the youths — some of them our
own children — for allowing ofir-
selves to be used mw the farmers”

The villagers said that if farmers
had been harassed Emommumm. the
police would have. acted immedi-
ately if such incidents had been
reported to them,

And although farmers claimed
blacks were being incited by the
African National Congress and the
UDF, viilagers barely knew of the
two groups’ existence,

They said the brutal treatment
they received from farmers was
solely responsible for the prevail-
ing problems.
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Convict farm labotr-—crisis

THE phasing-out of convict farm labour
from September, recently announced by
government, has plunged farmers in the
| Berg River Valley into crisis.

There are about 12 farm prisons -- or
prison outposts as they are officially
known — in this area at present.

The outposts have provided hundreds
of farms with about 4 000 Iabourers.

Tienie Malan, chairman of the Central
Prison Outpost Committee in the Bo-
‘1and, has described the closing of these
outposts and the withdrawal of convict
labour as a disaster for the farming
community, and said it could ruin a
snumber of farmers.

It would cost many thousands of rand
to replace these labourers, and the move

comes on top of the poor crops harvested
after unfavourable weather eonditions.

A prominent farmer in the area, Wil-
lie Mostert, said farmers felt embittered
by the decision which had been suddenly
forced on them.

Gerhard van Vuuren, chairman of the
Paar]l Farmers’ Association, said gov-
ernment’s decision could not have come
at a worse time.

Originally government felt that to
employ convicts on farms would break
the monotony for prisoners and assist in
their rehabilitation.

. Farmers had built the prison outposts
and maintained them with their own
funds, he said. — Sapa.

Ed
1




Prison labour on'f;f‘l‘h s on W t

PRISON labour on farms is being phased out

because of international gressure and boy-
* cotts on fruit and vegetable exports. -
Boycotts are being imposed by Sweden,
Denmark and Norway, while Ireland is to
start one at the end of the year.
* There are moves afoot at consumer level
in Holland, Germany and Britain to institute

+ ,Similar boycotts.

A government spokeman says Australia

I ~  Own Corres

and other Commonwealth nations, pending

the outcome of the Eminent Persons ‘Group
report, are also threatening to boycott SA
produets in terms of a section of the Gieneral
Agreement on Tariffs and Tradg (GAT!).

The spokesman says only about™4% of
farmers are still using prison labour.

e e ————




Worker camps planned for rural areas

onf{

International pressure has
forced the Government to stop
using prison labour in its export
production.

But a chain of labour camps
is being planned to house the
workers that will replace the
gangs of prisoners who harvest
some of the country’s fruit and
vegetable exports.

There are fears that these
camps will give other farmers
an excuse to drive their workers
and families off the lands as a
way of cutting costs and reduc-
ing security risks.

Farmers have been given less
than six months to stop using
prison gangs. More than 10000

. prisoners are used on farms.

In the Western Cape alone,
there are 11 prison camps.

" There are six in the Paarl area

and about 4000 prisoners at a8
time work on farms. ’
Plans to phase out forced la-
bour were first announced in
1972, but little was done.
The decision to act now was
nrompted by pressure from im-

porters overseas.

Under the General Agreement
on Tariffs and Trade (GATT}
rules prison labour is outlawed.

Norway and Sweden have al-
ready banned the imports and
reland has announced that it
will join the boycott in 1987,

But local farmers are bitter
because they have not been
given enough time or assisiance
fo find other labour.

A spokesman for the South
African Agricultural Union said
this week it would be difficult
for some farmers to manage
without prison labour.

NO RIGHTS

“Where are they suddenly
going to get the workers and

. where will they be housed?” he

asked.

The Government has been
asked to consider plans to build
1abour camps near “work inten-
sive areas”.

The Minister of Agriculture,
Sarel Hayward, pelieves there
are “many merits” in proposals

that “areas be created where
workers can live as a group to
enable farmers ‘to draw’ la-
bour™.

The possibility of placing
workers in these labour-inten-
sive areas is being investigated.

Mr Hayward believes it is a
good idea to house workers
where there is the necessary in-
frastructure, such as electricity
and water.

A spokesman for the National
Committee Against Removals
fears that the proposals might
be part of a plan for the crea-
tion of a “rightless” labour force
in rural areas.

“Tn South Africa, like Latin
America, there is growing pro-
letarianisation, not urbanisation,
as more and more people find
themselves landless, yet con-
fined to the rural areas.”

Farmers hope that the date
for the scrapping of prison la-
bour will be extended. I not,
they want money from the Gov-
ernment to assist with the
change.
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[ “llegal
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#r < By BARRY STREER
id .- Political Starr

fve HOUSE oF ASSEMBLY.
$a -— It was illegal to pse
@r ‘liguor, the 50-called

<tot system, in the Place
of wages, the Deputy
'Mi(lilister-of Trade anq

rauestion frbm Ny

Gra-
ham B dntosh (PFp

"Mﬁritz'burg North),
-MrDurr sajid hig depart.
‘Theiit hag 1ot recejved

any representations or
tomplaints Tegarding
“the Supply of liquor to
employees a3 part or
‘in lien of their wages
or Temuneration, .
Mr McIntosh asked My

UIT whether he was
not aware of the use of
the tot system én West-
ern Cape Farms and

r Durr replied that it

‘Was illegai-to give
" 'workers liquor in Jiey
K ages.,

“Asfaras I am aware the
department has not re.
teived any com-

. Plainis” ha sajd.

However, the Ligquor Act
was being <ompletely
Tewritten ang Mr

elIntosh was welcome
10 make recommends-
tions,

10, Lombat.
ing And revention of
publie 4 turbances,

Whatspeye that the In
Amend-
ment Bilj pyy e indivig.
i the mere

of the exe tive and de
ies him gffepss ve access
10 the con ith\which

— PRt g
.
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. \GRAHAMSTO N — The employment of additional

. [\ farm labourers in terms of the job creation scheme

: \ will be halted at the end of July until further no-

"\ tice, the extention officer for the Department of

\% Agriculture and Water ‘Affairs, Mr J. A. S. Clacey,
said yesterday.

He said about 40 farmers in Albany and Bathurst
were invalved.

N Originally the scheme was to have continued un-
til the end of December but, aecording to informa-
tion received yesterday from his regional office,
the scheme will now cease on July 31 until further
notice, apparently because no funds are availab}e.

Mr Clacey said that for this reason he \yould be
accepting no new applications for additional la-

}

bourers.
1t is not known at this stage whether the scheme
will be resumed. — DDC seoem A
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; MANY wine farmers in the Stellenbosch area stlll

[ commumcated with their labourers in the same
manher as they did at the turn of the century, long
after slavery was abolished, says a researcher at the
Un1vers1ty of Cape Town, Ms Pam Scully.... =
\{IMs Scully said this yesterday in a paper dehvered

"|'at-the Western Cape Roots and Realities:conference

'held by the Centre for African Studiesis;e i

. The paper titled “Whining Farmers: Stellenbosch

District 1870-1900" dealt largely With the,ip‘reasser-

tion of power by the former mastek class over the

newly created ‘free’ labour force” mjhe posf-eman-

clpatmn penod TS
“wAfver conducting oral mvestlgatlons on farms, Ms

u| Scully said she was “struck by the standard in
;| discourse farmers used with labourers”:
¢| :fToday farm labourers were still not ptotected by

B leglslatlon governing industrial relations-and were

T stibjected to the Masters and Servants Act of 1856.

~Beveral papers dealing with the historical aspects

of the Western Cape focused on the continuity of
trends from the colonial to the post-colonial period.
SMrV Blckt‘ord Smith of UCT’s history department,

»|'in his paper “Cape Town’s dominant class and the
y|- search for order 1891-1902”, described this class as
.| “ordering their society accordmg to the criteria of

J'race and respectability™.

;) domlnance in Cape Town,” he ag

-+@ Statistical data for 1984-85 §ﬁo ed.an “extreme-
ly, large decline” in health/se¥¥icés’to combat the
spread of tuberculosis,in Cap?ﬂl‘oﬁr 4 researcher

o1
0
Al
1
‘
(s
| ¥ “Whiteness was the necessary attribute for social
1
d
-
4
1
o

| inslung diseases; Dn Derek Y%ch}ﬁto'ld the.confer-
sl ence at UGT. -, « ., LR erdme e id
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Dispatch Reporter

GRAHAMSTOWN —

Trade unions for
black farm labourers
would almost certain-
ly become a reality,
the PFP MP for
Albany, Mr Errol
Mooreroft, told mem-
bers of the Bathurst
West Farmers' Asso-
ciation at Southwetl.

He said a commission of

inquiry had been in-
stituted by the Minis-
ter of Manpower, Mr
Pietie du Plessis, on
he employment con-
ditions of farm
labourers,

Mr Moorcroft said: “I be-

lieve the. report is
now before the South
African Agricultyral
Union for comment "
He believed it wag
not favourable to far-
mers.

“The upshot, I think, is

that there will be
trade unions (for farm
labourers). We're
looking at a reality.”

He said he wanted g

alert farmers to pre-
empting possible
problems. “Don't re-
5ist these. Co-
operation is probably
the best way. Look at
areas such as wages,
leave, work condi-
tions and housing
such as businessmen
have had to do. Ang
think about an em-
ployment code."!

Mr Moorcroft suggested :

that farmers draw
up a code in co--
operation with re-
sponsible farm work-

~8rs._____ ...
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should prepare
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for trade unions

Dispatch Reporter
QUEENSTOWN — The
East Cape Agricultural
Union (ECAU) is pre-
paring members for the
imminent introduction
of trade unions for farm
warkers.g\;

A spokesman for the
ECAU office here said
yesterday that apart
from warning

contracts with their la-
bourers in aunticipation
of legislation which
might come before Par-
liament next year, it was
also recommending that
farmers form workers’

committees on their
farms., ‘
‘They could also form

workers® associations or
unions’ within farmers’

~ufijons;|. ‘betause " the
norms feotld differ in
the differént areas.

' “These norms will be
determined by the rel-
-evant:“committees and

‘farmers} © organisations ™ manpower.

in that'paxticular area.”
He §aid‘the union was,
in the process of compil-
ing draft service . con-
tracts, which would be
-assimilated by the farm-
‘ers’, associations® in- the
near future, :
The contracts will
safeguard; both: . the
.farmer and the labourer
and will prevent any fur-
ther influence from a
union which might be
established. . .

This 'was decided at
an execiitive meeting of
the East ‘Cape Agricul-
tural Union held-in, Cra-
dock, the spokésman
satd. o 0

farmers to
examine their service’ gramines

He said
compiling a circular
containing all the rel-
evant information, to go
with the draft service
contract.

In contrast to the
* training and develop-
ment programmes
aimed at the, farm
worker, the non-formal
and development pro-
aimed at farm-
ers were still disorgan-
ised, the general council
of the South African
Agricultural Union
(SAAU) reported after
its meeting in Pretoria
in June.

“Training does not al-
ways comply with the
basic training require-
.ments. ‘

“The development, co-
ordination and promo-
tion of non-formal train-
ing projects is therefore
regarded as an import-
ant priority, especially
as regards financial and

. g..manage-
ment,” a spokesman-for:
~thie ’cq_@mci]fsi,ﬁ'id. s

* The™ council also

noted. a recent meeting
between a delegation of
'the SAAU and represen-
tatives of institutions in-
volved with the non-for-
_mal training of farmers.

" The council sipported
the following decisions
taken at the meeting:

. @That = the " .SAAU
should establish the ex-
tent and nature of the
training and develop-
ment needs of the South
African farmer. S
©/Wiat the extent and

- natiite of courses cur-

Y 3

| réntly, available to the
agricilturer were, with
specific” reference to
courses in farm manage:
ment-and finaneial map-

_ageinent.

It was also felt that a
.catalogue listing the
i available courses . be
'compiled and released
and the various courses
be introduced to the
farmers.

It was also revealed at
the meeting that the R15
million allocated for job

| creation for the period

| 1986-87 had been ex-

i hausted by the middle of
May.

It appeared that a dis-
parity existed between
the amounts allocated to
agriculture and to other
sectors,

it was also

resolved that represen-
tations be made to the
government requesting
that the allocation of
funds to agriculture be
explained and that ad-
ditional funds be made
available for agrieul-
tural job creation.

The council felt that
agriculture was in a bet-
ter position than local
authorities to appropfi-
ate the funds produc-

tively and cost-effee-
tively for certain
projects.

The council felt that
agriculture should, to a
greater degree, be in-
volved in the planning
and allocation of funds.

Smaller municipali-
ties, the meeting heard,
received up to.R1,5 mil-

lion., fof, this:'purpose
while. agricilture re-
ceived only R75000 for
the entire Transvaal re-

gionh,

. The general council
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Farm w ,workers@re stranded

!

, ABO ,FI‘ 90 Food Bever-
geWorkers? Union
‘members fired by Vaal-
based” Natmna! Poultry
’aﬁgﬁ.q strike recemly,
,‘M}wled up” in the
union’s offices —— home-
less and out of work.

- *The workers were, dis-.
missed after they went
on'strike in protest ,
against the dismissal of,

four fellow workers.,
They were also evicted,
from a farm owned by
the company on the out-

The dispute has re- _
sulted in the disruption
of schooling for the
workers’ children, who
attended school at the
-farm.

The manager of the
company, My Bill

- Smith, said the workers
were dismissed after a- .

work stoppage dunng

* which the workers dam-
.aged thousands of rands '

worth of property. The \‘m

skirts of Meyerton.

e Ry

3

workers also attacked
and assavited their su-
pervisor during the
strike, Mr Smlth
clalmed

@ Affect 7%

el cannot tolerate this
kind of behaviour be-
cause I was still nego-

; tiating with the workers’

trade union leaders on
their grievances,” Mr
§m1th said.

He evieted them be-
cause they were no
longer in his em-
ployment. The workers
had made arrangements ,
for their children to at-:
tend school elsewhere
and that did not affect
the company, he said.

* Most of the workers
claimed they earned a

-was an

minimum of R40 a week
and worked under dej
plorable condmons

“ They also want their

union fo be recognised. :
“l am feeling very un-

comfortable since I
came to this place. 1
long for my children
who cannot go to school
because we have no ac-,
commodation on the
farm anymore,” one
worker said.

Cusa’s Vaal region of-
ficial, Mrs Magdelma.
Mathlare, said they in-
tended taking the matter
to court. *

L Members of the Food '

and Allied Workers’

Union are on strike at .

Wynberg’s Farm Fare.

A spokesman for
Farm Fare, Mr Martin
Fallon, said the dispute
“internal mat-
ter”. He would not com-
ment further.
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The Argus Correspondent

DURBAN. — A group of
farmers in the Northern Na-
tal Ngotshe district. are to
enter an indaba-type pact
with their black labourers.

And observers in the area,
which spans huge tracts of
farmlands. between Vryheid
and Magudu, are hailing it as a
giant step in “human rela-
tions”.

The scheme, which is basi-
cally a goodwill pact between
the predominantly Afrikaner
farmers and Zulu labourers, is
designed to promote mutual
development and closer work-
ing and social relationships.

What is regarded as particu-
larly surprising in some quar-
ters is that such “progressive
strides” have been made in an
area described as “backwoods”
when communities in more
progressive areas have failed
to reach similar agreement.

Although the Ngotshe agree-
ment has been spearheaded by
white farmers, the concept it-
self was the brainchild of a

black former union worker and
community leader, Mr David
Masuku.

Mr Masuku has managed to
persuade the traditionally
right-wing white community to
accept that blacks are not just
a labour force, hut an integral
and cultural part of the com-
munity.

“There was a lot of misun-
derstanding between us”, said
Mr Masuku. “If we had any
grievances there was no one
whom we could address them
to.

“For example, if a farmer
fired a worker and ordered
him off the land, he wasn't just
dismissing a man but depriving
him of his home.

“I realised there was a des-
perate need for us and the
whites to sit down and discuss
our mutual problems.”

Mr Masuku said he ap-
proached the chairman of the
Louwsburg Farmers Associa-
tion, Mr Tjaart van Rensburg,
and from there the scherne was
launched.

The pact, known as the

Ngotshe Co-operation Agree-
ment, will be officially
launched on August 8 at a cere-
mony in Louwsburg.

Special guest will beKing
Goodwill Zwelethini and at
jeast 10000 Zulu workers are
expected to attend.

“While the rest of the coun-
try is talking about negotiation,
we are actually doing it,” said
Mr van Rensburg.

The Ngotshe agreement has
five main objectives:

® The recognition of the
need for group inter-relations.

® The guaranteeing of secu-
rity for all in the area which is
a known ANC infiltration
route.

® The improvement of la-
bour relations and the safe-
guarding of the traditional way
of life of the Zulus.

® The development of the
area and the creation of jobs to
cater for surplus labour.

@ Improving morale in the
general depressed economic
and social climate.

Mr van Rensburg said they

Farmers in indaba-type
pact with their workers

would also be addressing other
social problems such as liguor
abuse, teenage pregnancy, the
soaring birthrate, crime and il-
literacy in the area.

“One of our main priorities is
to get a black high school here.
It’s ridiculous that in a commu-
nity of 35000 there is no sec-
ondary education.”

He said that although the
mechanics of the agreement
had still to be finalised, they
had formed a commitiee with
Mr Masuku being employed as
a middle man between the la-
bourers and the farmers.

“It took me three months
working non-stop to persuade
the thousand or so whites here
to accept the agreement but
now almost to a man they are
behind us”, said Mr van Rens-
burg.

He said the major problem
as far as blacks were con-
cerned was the eviction from
land where they had lived for
generations.

A dispute between a farmer
and a worker invariably result-
ed in the worker’s dismissal.

Err
b *(”’_

[

Tk



i e g 8 e
DI Lo P

ects . -

hy N
s.(« !
T

. y " ' ‘. .
e

fere o g
LA

méveé f
farm N DLHX (5
labour union

Dispatch Correspondent
DURBAN — The Conservative Party has rejectéd
recent moves in'Natal to establish a trade union
for black farm labourers and domestics, predicting
that it would be used “purely for political ends”
which would eventually lead to chaos.

An indaba-type pact between black workers and { !
| white farmers is due to be signed in the Ngotshe
district of Northern Natal this week, .

According to My Caspar Uys, a sheep farmer and  ~
member of the CP executive, farmers are already
hard pressed by the ailing economy.

“A union would only worsen matters,” he said.

Another farmer; a member of the party and in %
the audience, warned that he would halve his: *
workers and replace them with readily available -
machinery if a union was formed.

. “Unions become monsters,” warned Mr Uys, us;
ing Australia as an example. 2

In South Africa the unions would be black, and’
used for political. means,” which would use any
small incident as an excuse for action over so-

called unfair labour practices.

The rejection of the union moves by the party
was wholeheartedly supported by the members
and it was veted that the CP congress look, in de-
tail, at the party’s labour policy and current legis-
e — -~ | lation affecting labour practices.

¥y ‘A Natal farmer, Mr Adriaan Kriel, asked froms "~
5 the floor that CP leaders “look into” the recently-

F formulated -peace pact between the farmers of

¢ | Louwsberg, nearVryheid, and black workers.

~ A 'representative of the Natal Agricultural
Union had approached other farmers with the
same proposal, which he claimed had been put for- |
ward by Inkatha.

In a bid to beat moves by Irikatha — believed to
'be aimed at beating the union plans of the Con-
gress of South African Trade Unions {Cosatu) — Mr
Kriel said-farm owners were asked to sign up their
farm workers as Inkatha membexrs.

A similar offer was taken up with enthusiasm by
the Louwsberg farmers, he said, and a meeting was
nowtscheduled for Friday to formalise the agree-
ment.

The pact would include negotiation on security
matters, and an increase in black housing in the
area.

~«This,” He said, “is the beginning of a union in
disguise, without President Botha lifting a finger
to prevent it."” :

He suggested that “workers’ committees” be,
formed instead, to achieve the same purposes and
urged his farm-owning colleagues to make condit-
ions favourable for their workers so that there
would be no need for either Cosatu or Inkatha
plans.

“Qur CP leaders must approach the Natal Proy-
incial Aglministration for us, about these moves.

“Inkatha poses a very serious problem,” he said.
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B‘Sleep-in

called off

iABOUT 50 workers Fr Fare in ynherg,

Johannesburg, are expected to report for work today
after calling off their nine-day “sleep-in” action on

* Friday.

M

The workers, mostly ‘members of the Food and
&Allied Workers® Union (FAWU), began the “sleep-
in” about two weeks ago. ’
'\ 'The union has been pressing for a 50-percent wage

"4 jncrease, but management stuck toa final offer of 7,5

+. percent.
By late Friday afternoon, the premises had been

+ vacated.
* . Simultaneously, Farm Fare was granted an urgent

* ihterim order in the Rand Supreme Courti( evict the
orkf.rs from iis premises.

Q) s g




Staff Reporter

MORE than one million
people in the Western
Cape would be affected
if South African fruit be-
came the target of inter-
national sanctions, the
Deciduous Fruit Board
(DFB), said yesterday.
The DFB general man-
ager, Mr Louis Kriel, an-
nounced that 2,5 percent
of the board's business
“would be affected by the
sanctions package pro-
posed by six members of
the Commonwealth

group in London. The.

countries which fa-

voured sanctions includ-
ed frontline states and
imth Canada and Austra-
ia

o

g Estlmate

Mr Fred Meintjies, the
DFB’s publie relations
manager, pointed out
that the Western Cape
fruit industry employed
nearly 250 000 people in
farming, canning and the
dried fruits industries.

A conservative esti-
mate of five persons in a
family brought the total
number ‘)f dependants
on this labour force to
about 1,25 million
people, he said.

About 95 percent of
this work force were
blacks and coloureds.

W[— ’ffn'f‘

The fruit industry was
primarily export-orien-
tated and had been so
for almost a century.
“At this stage about 70
percent of our fruit is ex-
ported to some 34 coun-
tries in the Far East and
North America. This
season alone could gen-
erate a gross turnover of
R600 million. European
Economie Community
(EEC) countries receive
85 percent of all Western
Cape fruit exports.”

‘Disappointed’

Advances in social de-
velopmeht for workers
on farms! such as
schools, housmg and re-
creational faeilities
which were unparal-
leled in the world, relied
heavily on the profits
generated from imports,
Mr Meintjies added.

Mr Kriel said that he
was not surprised that
Britain was opposed to
sanctions as the DFB
was the largest employer
of semi-skilled and un-
skilted labour and “pos-
sibly the most enlight-
ened in the agricultural
world”. )

He said that Austra-
lia’s aim in supporting
sanctions were “trans-
_parent” as it would only
“gain in the deciduous

SAINC

gons

e future

fruit world market while
the poorer frontline
states will have to pay
the price for sanctions.

“We are disappointed
in Canada's action as
they are well aware of
the real situation in our
industry as well as the
wishes as the vast major-
ity of workers in the ex-
port fruit industry.”

® The SA Dried Fruit
Co-operative is prepar-
ing for sanctions by
speeding up shipments
originally intended for
later in the year and by
looking for alternative
markets.

But its assistant
general manager (mar-
keting), Mr L C Tolmay,
said he hoped dried fruit
exports would not be af-
fected by sanctions
“since we are less vist-
ble than the Deciduous
Fruit Board, which han-
dles immense volumes”.

Mr Tolmay said that
dried fruit was exported
throughout the year “but
we have asked the pack-
ers to speed things up so
that shipments origi-
nally intended for later
in the year can be dis-
patched in September”.

“We are trying to send
off as much as we can
before any erunch
comes."”
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Govt rged

to'speed up,

recognition
“of farm .
labourers
* ‘Labour Reporter

THE -Government was yes-
térday urged to speed up

the implementation of reg--
.} ulations governing wages
| and conditions of service
for-.domestic workers and.

farm labourers. .

The call was made by Mr
Simon Conco, secretary-
general of the United Work-
ers’ Union of South Africa
(Uwusa) in the wake of an
historic pact between farm-
ers and labourers in the
platteland.

The pact with Louwsberg

| farmers is to be signed for-

mally at a ceremony at
Ngotshe, near Vryheid, on
Friday. The King of the Zul-
us, King Goodwill Zwelith-
ini, is to be guest of honour.

Mr Conco denied a elaim
by a Conservative Party
member, Mr Adriaan Kriel,
that Uwusa had been form-
ed by Inkatha to ‘beat the
aims of the Congress of
South African Trade
Unions’ (Cosatu),

‘In our quest for the rec-
ognition of farm workers
and domestic servants
Uwusa does not aim at
beating anyone and most
certainly not Cosatu, What
we are after is the address-
ing of a problem that has
not been addressed in the
past, or where it has been
addressed, it has been done
in a most haphazard man-

‘ner,’ he said.

- He' appealed to employ-
ers of domestic servants
throughout the country to
take note of the Louwsberg
pact and start negotiations
with Uwusa and the South
African Government on
minimum wages and condi-
tions of service for domes-
tic and farm workers.

Sympathetic

‘Uwusa convened a meet-

ing of domestic workers in |

Durban recently at which
minimum wages, pensions
and living conditions were
discussed and we were giv-
en a mandate to-take up
these issues with the Gov-
ernment as a' matter of

urgency.

|

“The  hisforic peace-pact
between the farmers of
Louwsberg and their work-
ers clearly shows that peo-

1 ple are sympathetic

towards us and we have
sueceeded in breaking ihe

| ice,
'+ “We urgé the Government

to take note of the new de-
velopment at Louwsberg
and expedite the imple-
mentation of the proposed
legislation to protect the in-
terest of domestic workers
and farm labourers,

‘At a meeting with Mr Eli
Louw, Minister of Adminis-
tration and Economic Advi-
sory Services, last month
we were - assured that the
matter is receiving the at-
tention of the Government,’
he added. :

‘While we note that ac-
cording to a report the
Louwsherg workers will co-
operate on such matters as
security, we like to make it
clear that-our-contribution
towards the security of this
country will be through the
channels of maintaining a
viable economy which we
believe will not necessitate
armed security.’

Referring to a statement

o by Mr Kriel that certain fa-
‘| vours had been offered by

the Natal Agricultural
Union to Inkatha, he-said
Uwusa could nof comment
on behalf of Inkatha, but
Uwusa wished to point out
to the -Conservative Party
that it should move with the
times and ‘recognise that
we are dealing with the
probléms facing South
Africa and not pelitical
groupings o that the co-op-
eration between Inkatha
and the NAU is irrele-
vant'.
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‘E Labour Repolrter

MILK deliveries in
many Natal towns, in-

i eluding Durban, are ex- .
i pected to' be disrupted .
: again today as the strike

" by more than 1 500 hour-
*ly-paid employees of
Clover Dairies contin-
ues into its second day,
according to a spokes-
. man for the workers last
night. " !
Miss Rene Roux, branch

organiser of the Cosatu-af-
filiated Food and Allied
Workers' Union, said Fawu
members at all the affected
Clover plants had indicated
that they were still strong
in their resolution to strike

. in support of their demand

for the reinstatement of 230
workers dismissed from the
Clover plant in Pieter-
maritzburg recently.

" ‘During the next week
Fawu will fight the exten-
sion of an interim Supreme
Court order aimed at pre-

venting union officials from
doing various things that
might result in a boycott of
Clover products,’ she said,
Miss Roux added that
yesterday morning, the
management of Clover
Dairies in Durban ‘put into
operation a very rude con-
tingency plan’ to get their
products delivered.
‘Wholesale drivers who
had voted in favour of
strike action were intimi-
dated into driving trucks
with scab van assistants.

One driver was singled out
and suspended for not
working and this had the
desired effect on the other
drivers.

‘The driver's shop ste-
ward was locked out ef the
premises and therefore un-
able to give guidance to his
conslituents about their
rights. The union 1s prepar-
ing to get a court order to
restrain the company from

similar practices,’ she’

added
Mr Ray Floweday, divi-

sional manager of Clover
Dairies in Durban, could
not be reached for com-
ment yesterday but a
spokesman for the dairy
said they considered the
strike illegal and added
that the figure of 1600
workers Fawu claim are on
strike at eight Natal plants
was ‘nowhere near’ correct.
Clover had met 90% of its
delivery commitments yes-
terday and hoped to
achieve at least the same
figure today, he added.

- - -




Eiployers jpaad”

R L ‘g T
to hel 1@th
Commiumity &
A leading academic has ap-
pealed to major -employers to
examinine their social responsi-
bility’ towards rural’ éommuni-
ties supported by migrant la-
bourers who were unlikely ever
to opt for urbanisation,
Professor 'Lawreficé Schlem-
mer made his appeal at the
Gold '100 conference in Johan-
nesburg yesterday.. .- - -
There' were about 700 000 mi-
grant workers living: on white
farms dnd in non-independent
homelands and a 'further' 500 000
in ﬁhe:ﬁndependequhomglai;ds. h
. 'Major users of migrant labour
should realise, that ‘conditions in
the rural areas, were vital to

morale and stress leyels of em- .

ployees, he said.;, | |

“The exercise of social:re-
sponsibility by major employers
within such rural communities
should- involve forms of assis-
tance and development: counsel-
ling in the communities.”
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*  Supreme Court: ! .

Reporter .

A STELLEN_BQSCH_;
farmer accused of fmur- "

.der.told the Supreme
Court yesterday that he

; | shot a worker’s brother

r{-because-he was:afraid the man was

¢|280ing to.assault him with a knife and

i [ forkihe had been using to eat. .

‘1Mt Cornelius Beneke, 58, of the farm

*Miero:Loma, has pleaded not guilty.

:_ Mr.Beneke’s son Pierre said the

family; was eating supper when a

‘worker; Mr Stephanus “Faans” Botha,
said his brother Marthinus was at his
house threatening to assauli him,
Marthinus had been banned from the
farm because hé had previously. as-
saulted his brother.

+ Mr Beneke fetched his pistol and his
son took a torch and kierie and went to
the workers' quarters, where they

~found ' Mr Marthinus; Botha with a

plate of ‘food in front of him and a

knife ang, fork in his hands. ,

Mr Beneke grabbéd'the plate of food
away from him and again told him to

-~

e

? attaékg"/}ired

leave. The man sat up and Mr Beneke
fired “a warning shot” into the bed.

After another order to leave, Mr
Botha stood up with his hands — sti}l
holding the knife and fork — raised.
Mr Beneke's son took half a step back
and a second shot was fired. Mr Botha
staggered and fell on to the bed.

Mr Beneke Sen told the court: “I got
a fright and felt threatened because
he moved straight towards me. I could
have been seriously injured if he’d
stabbed me with the knife or fork.”

It was at this point that he fired the
fatal shot, though he intended it as
another warning shot. IO

The trial continues. .

Mr Justice H A van Heerden presided
with two assessors, Mr R Lewin and Mr.C H
van Gend. Mr J C Gerber prosecuted. Mr J
Slabbert, instructed by J J Swart and Co,

, appeared for Mr Beneke,

= Tr
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told to leave land

Wy

Pieiermaritzburg Bureau Noutu), Compensation (near Bulwer) and Waaiﬁ@gg-(near
. Ladysmith) resettlement camps — 2all of whigh'are be-

MORE than 380 people living on six farms in the tween 100 km and 180 km from Vryheid — at,@pich-,they-
Vryheid area are facing the threat of evietion after will be allocated residential rights only and- will:fot be ,
being ordered off the land by an absentee landlord allowed to keep livestock or EYOW CIODS. (s
from Pretoria, the Associai on for Rural Advance- ‘As farmers for many generations, this will mean &-com-
ment (Afra) said vesterday. plete disruption of their rural lifestyle,’ Afra §pid;; "

N . . Frankland, a resettlement area at Popt Shepstone, is the
:Next week members of 32 of the tarm families, many of only place in which they could be resettled and maintain

#hom are more than 60 years old, will appear in the their agricultural lifestyle — but it is more than 450 km
} 's Court on charges of illegally squat-  gom Vryheid,
-ling on the farms Palmietfontein, Mahloni, Helpmekaar, .

Dipka;Nooitgedacht and Alone, about 18 km . Vryheig, No Iegal ﬂght

' Afra said. the families — many of whom have wved and he evietions will involve 387 people as well as a sub-"

" worked on the farms,.owned, by Dr H Gertges, OF PTRfo o .stantial amannt ofli¥estbck, including more thar 3580 head..
for two generations — have nowhere elsetogp, . . ‘Of cattle and 400 goats, « = - C e

Dr Gertqes, who could not be reached for comment, aj- At least 18 of the tenants were born on the land, but have
legedly gave no reason for the evietions, no legal rights to stay there even though their families

The families were told by Ch_ief Buzethsheni Mthetwa, have been established on the farms for generations,
administrator of trust farms adjoining the six farms, that Palmietfontein tenant Mr Mpendu Mthembu, 77, said: ‘1
there was no room for them after they recieved the evie- yag horn on the farm. My father and grandfather were
tion notices ordering them to leave within three months born, bred and died here. We know nothing else.’

,

and to remove all livestock within one month, , According to statements made by the tenants, they were
Kwthekumthetho, the nearest resettlement area, abiout working on the farms without bay on the one year or six
00 km from Vryheid, is already hopelessly overer owded.  months labour tenancy system in order to earn the right to ;
The only other places available are the Qudeni (near live there, unti] the time of the evietion orders, - .
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INCREASED pressure to
form a farmworkers
union to alleviate the poor
working and living condi:
tions of farm labourers is
being strongly opposed by
organised agriculture.

- This was made clear at the
annual congress of the SA
Agricultural Union (SAAU) in
Bloemfontein this week

gued that the formation of
such & unlon would “harm”
the agrleultural sector, .

While white farmers are
vehemently opposed to any
union aetivities and are pin-
ning their hopes on Govern-
ment intervention, various
organisations, includir[l’g the
Congress of SA Trade Unlons
(Cosatu) and the NG Sending-
kerk, have appealed for the
formation of a union for farm
labourers,

“There is a strong resolu-

tion that Cosatu wili spear-

By ELSABE WESSELS

where several farmers ar- .

head a national farmworkers
union,” a Cosatu spokesman
sald in Cape Town this week.

“While we are not yet
ready to Jaunch such a union,
the formation of it has
alwave heen n priority for
Cosatu.”

Sald Mr Okkie Bosman,
president of the Rural Foun-
dation in Stellenhosch: “We
are aware of recrultment on
farms by certain unions, But
it is not a concerted drive”

The problems facing far-
mers and workers were high-
lighted by delegates at the
SAAU congress.

Acalito a?point an expert
In labour matters to establigh
investigation and advisory
services was made by the
Eresident of the SAAU, Mr

obus Jooste,

“It is important for the
SAAU to take a long hard
look at farm labopr conditons

Farmers dig in
against unio
for labourers

and policies,” he said,

The desirability of includ-
ing farmworkers under la-
bour legislation was consid-
ered, Amendments needed to
make the legislation acce{:t-
able to a‘frlculture were also
discussed.

So far farmworkers have
been excluded from the La-
bour Relations Act, and a
long-awaited report — Initi-
ated in 1982 — on domestics
and farmworkers from the
National Manpower Com-
migsion has yet to be made
public.

Reason

It is generallE.' believed
that a reason for the delay is
the antieipation of oppositon
from farmers to certain rec-
ormendations in the report,

Farmers said any forced
legistation for minimum
wages and prescribed work
conditions would be oppozed,

The NG Sendingkerk synog
recently declded to enter into

‘ negotiations with the Gov-
-ernment to-determine a-mini--

| mum wage. )
£+ The, helow-the-breadline:
wages and foor working and
living, eonditions which still

', exist -on- many - farme, were
l;_i%hlighted‘ In-a report put

. before. the Bynod. -+ ./ -

» +Evidence of the “éxtreme

i poverty” was contained.in a

 Study conducted by the ¢om-
bined: NGK: congregations of A

Stellenbos
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This response ¢
D_irector-General

Manpowar, Dr
der Merwe, ¢

onfirmed that

Bovernment departn_l
1t a series of saneti

‘Destabilizing’

sure js a continuation of
g actions whje

ut against oy
against our stj

ents, “is another

broadeast said
r'we said in Pretorig
een implementeq
€a was faced with
and Security prob-

because South Afrj
unempioyment

lems. »5 =" -
The President of

brosecution,

The SAAU noted with concern that
the deteriorating Security situaton an
the Mozambique border had “com-
pelled” the South African Govern-
ment o halt the recruitment of Mo-
Zambiean workers,

Meanwhile, the ban brought angry
reaction from trade unions,

The Congress of South African

rade Unions (Cosatu) said the deei-
sion was callous and demonstrated
the government’s incompetenca, :

‘Arrogant action’

The newly amalgamated Council of
nions of SAJAzanign Congress of

There are about 55 ggp Mozambi-
cans currently employed ip South
Africa, Mozambique’s official news
agency, Aim, reported yesterday. —
Sapa-Reuter
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\Vast

"~ By JENNY CULLUM ~ §
TWO- HUNDRED - combat
teams are fighting swarms
of hoppers as farmers face
& locust' outbreak which?
threatens to be worse than.
last year’s devastating
plague. B
The hoppers are hatching?,
out in the Cape Midlands, «%‘
the Karoo and northward &
towards Kimberley, * .
‘Barly signs are that{
damage “may exceed ' the i ‘

previous trail “of havoe, ‘f
when millions of rands:of "f‘. Y
grazing and crops were de- S
stroyed, v 4 RS "1"'| :
Efforts are being concen- S o
trated on killing newly:
hatched hoppers while they ¢

R TR P
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plague th reat

L)

are still en the ground be- iz
fore the adult locusts ﬂy'; S
away to invade other areas, &

Already, early in the sea-
son, 66 anti-locust units

were busy in the Eastern
Cape and Midlands, 33 in!
the Karoo and another 99 in_
the Kimberley area, said
Mr J L Vosloo, the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, Eco-
nomics and Marketing’s Dj-
rector of Soil Protection in
Pretoria,

Millions of hoppers have £
hatched after widespread ¥
rains which followed a long #
pertod of drought, creating -
ideal conditions for locusts,

Among areas where hop-
pers have been reported )
and are being destroyed are "
Aberdeen, Bedford, Coles-
berg, Cradock (eight
teams), Graaff-Reinet, Hof-
meyr, Jansenville, Middel-
burg (10 teams), Tarka and
Noupoort. ’

“The position at this +'+"
stage looks more serious . “If the swarms fly out,
than at the same time last ' we are in trouble,” he said.
year,” said Mr Vosloo. Swarms on the wing dev-

“It Is about what we ex-  astate crops and grazing,
pected, as it is the third - Parmers are obliged by
year of the seven-year cy-* Jaw to report swarms tp
cle of locusts and will be - their district Jocust officer,
one of the more difficult * who then sends in a combat
years.” .- ' " i, team. Destruction units use

It is vital that farmers fentrothion, the insecticide
immediately report hopper  used world-wide on locusts,
hatchings so they can be = Thig year the more con-
sprayed while were still on  troversial gamma-BHC js
the ground. not being used, according to
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ghting the hoppers which are hat
Ins. Spraying is aimed at destro

they fly out to invade grazing and crops.

Mr Vosloo.
Workers spraying
swarms have to wear over-

alls and masks and those
handling the undiluted con-
centrate must wear gloves,

Locusts become air-
borne 4% days after hatch-
ing and one of the depart-
ment’s fears is of swarms
that hatch in mountainous
areas, such as those around
Bedford, where they may
not be detected at an early

stage,

The Karoo or brown lo-
cust is the culprit in South
Africa and last year mil-
lions of hectares of grazing
and crops were laid bare by
the destructive swarms.

Four species of migra-
tory locusts are threatening
the African continent this
year and experts are pre-
dicting a serious outbreak
in at least nine heavily ai-
fected countries of the

ching out in the Cape Midlands and
ying the hoppers on the ground before

2
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Sahel, including Niger, | .
Mali, Chad and Senegal
Unless the young locusts { (
are eliminated, what may
be the Sahel’s first bumper
crop of sorghum, millet and | *
other cereals for many
years, could be destroyed,
Millions of dollars are | '
needed for a prevention
campaign in the Sahel,
according to the United
Nations Food and Agricul-
ture Qrganisation (FAD).




= was{“mlsmterpretmg
labour legislation in' pre-
g,ventmg its; agrlcu]tural
workers from joining ‘a
gnmn,:ﬁ it is claimed.
This issue:of whether
the “board’s farm .em-
ployees can belong toa
union 6r-hot, has led to
the collapse of talks be-
tween the Orange Vaal
General Workers Union
{OVGWU) and the
" 'Water - Board manage-
ment cL
o “OVGWU general sec-
retary Mr Philip Masia
f ‘said that 'the ‘board, in
i barrmg its farm employ
ees from joining the
union, had misinter-
pretecl the Labour Rela-
tions Act. Th.lS law did

bership for farm.works "
ers,hesaid.,

Farm workefs em-
ployed by the RWB —
some of-whom had
worked there for nine
years — earned “starva-
tion wages™ of ‘between
R95 and. R140 a month,
/| Mr Masiasaid: /.

In’a reply to the Tet-
ter the board said: “We
wish to reiterate that the
board will have no déal-
ings “with your umon
will not allow the umon
to hold meetmgs on its
premises; - hone of our
E employees: will be al-

lowed to do any. union
1 work during working
& hOl}[_S_ LS b
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Farmers may
their Mozambicans

Own Correspondent government on”the repatri- towards the
! end of next year.

JOHANNESBURG. — The ation of Mozambican miners, wThat is if the politica?a?i%
government appears to have mining sources said yester- security position remains as
backed down on threats day they welcomed any con- it is now. The door is still
against Mozambican workers Cessions government is pre- open to Mozambigque. It's up
“~'at least as far as Eastern pared to make, saying it to them to rectify the posi-
Transvaal farmers are con- would not be easy to replace tion, particularly concerning
cerned. the Mozambicans at short ANC activities,” Mr Van Zyl
Agh_e Dﬁapaitrlr:f:nlt1 OE Home Dnotice. said.

airs has told the farmers However, t i -
that their 17 000-0dd Mozam- general of e e Mr e Transvaal farmers
bican labour force, at pre- Gerrie Van Zyl, said "the are being given l-"ml Novern-
sent considered illegal un- 65 000 mine 1abo’urers from ber 30 to le_ga}me thear la-
der the Aliens Act, may Mozambique would be bour by obtaining six-month
remain on the farms. phased out gradually, ac- permltsfromgheDgpartment

On _the eve of a possible cording to governm ent: de- of Home Affairs, with the op-
meeting between mining- cree. Most of the existing per-
house representatives and mits will have gaql -

| tion of renewal for a further. six
Mr Van Zyt said yesterday: that!
taken earlier this year,
government’s decision
“This follows reports.
offices in Komatipoort
Mozambican workers wi
On the guestion of the tho
' refugees pouring into SA, M
‘not regard them as. refugees, 2
United Nations definition,
sons with family ties within SA border,
| The public relations division of the SA POLICE ¢
\yesterday that no opératioﬁs,.with the specificpu
pose of tracing illegal immigrants, were being u
‘dertaken by the police. Ty

D Samora the survivor under siege — page 14.%

I




Govt gives Lowveld farmers Mozambican w
oodmmwzgmze mvummm..ﬁommmmam%mn - T — ] .. word"hesaid; -

‘vaal farmers areconcerned.. + .-

. told the' farmeérs their 17 000-strong Mo- °;-
- ; zambican lahout force may’ I
- - On;:the eve :0f -a possible:meeting be-
" tween mining-house representatives and
«goveinment on the repatriation of Mo--. ;-
zambican miners, mining-sources:said
-..yesterday they would welcome any con- -
...cessions ‘government -was: prepared. to -
- make because it would not be easy to re- .-

Temain, -

1, down on the expulsion-order 4gainst;Mo- . .-notice.."
_-Zambicah workers where Eastern Trans- .

*." The Department.of Home Affairs has .. .
Lo “That'is

- -+cerning ANC activities,’ :
. Eastern Transvaal farmers, who have
become:an inéreasing problem for gov-

e

place the departing ‘workers m_nmuoz" T DOMINIQUE GILBEAT, - .
. However, Diréctor-General of ‘Home " © -préssure, are being givén until Novem-
-Affairs’. Gerrie : Van,:Zyl said 65000~ - ber:30 to legalise il
ineworkers wot : out giadu- -~ Jients’ by obtaining :6-month pernits,
%wwsnwwﬁm ”..HB._WE cm wummon o..; wﬁ& g .m,,, with the option of renewal mo._.,,.m ?E_m_.
y at'is jf ‘the political and secifity . sixmonths, .. =% - U
position remaing um‘:_w uaﬁ.ﬂ_pm.nwon.,._w ~"*..Nan Zyl said the decision “was_taken
still open to E@Eazea..nwww_% tothém .- ~earlierthisyear. . -~ . .
torectify..the position, wm:_n ly'e
Van Zyl said:

- of Manpower-made the agreement with

~Lowveld 'farmers in .,—E%. not knowing
about last. week’s clampdown. It is only

Srnment beeause of fiafiseryative: Party..~ logical thiat. we- do:not. go ‘back on our

their. labour require-

. - terms of the
arly con-~ . & “My department and the Department’

He said Lowveld

farmers had tradi-

. . tionally-looked to Mozambique for Ia-

bourers, who were a stable workforce.
. Onthe question of the thousands of Mo- .
zambicans pouring into SA, Van Zyl said -
SA did not me..n them as refugees in
N definition, but as “dis-
laced persons with family ties within
SAborders”. . . .
They were in dire need and received
attention. in-Gazankulu and KaNgwane.
They were not. in refugee cam s, he said,

‘but had:been’ welcomed by the govern-

ments of the rationdl states: .
* lowed them to move-about:freely andjo > = .

settle in the territorfes. "~ v K o
- “They may be repatriated when the

situation across the bordeririproves and -
becomes stable again,” Van Zyisaid.. & -

. The public relations’division of the: %.m :

lice said yesterday no -Operations, w MR

the specifie purpose of fracing illegaliifi~. .
S_mzsa were being uriderfaken. .t

It an illegal immigrant'is, discoverd®: -
- during the course of normalpolice du=
- ties, such a person will bé arfested,” Saids |

a police statement. -+~ RS- 4

Sen
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o 27/
labour comes

under the spotlight

Labour Reporter

THE South African Agricultur-
al Union is taking a hard look
at farm labour conditions and
policies.

Labour relations and condi-
tions of service were discussed
at the union's annual congress
in Bloemfontein, according to a
union statement.

The desirability of including
farm workers under labour leg-
islation was considered, as well
as amendments needed to
make the legislation accept-
able to agriculture.

The president, Mr Kobus
Jooste, said it had become nec-
i| essary to appoint an expert in
'| abour matters to establish in-
vbstigation and advisory Ser-
vices. .

“hhere is a growing need
among farmers and agricultur-
al organisations for guidance
.about developmenis in this
field,” he said.

“In spite of the measure of
labour peace in agriculture and
satisfactory relations between
| farmers and farm workers, ac-
A tivities in this regard must be
" kept ug in order to further

e

e e o —

raise the level of manpower
management in agriculture.”

|t Farm workers have been ex-

cluded so far from the Labour
Relations Act and a long-
awaited report on domestic
and farm workers from the
National Manpower Commis-
sion has yet to be made public.

The commission was in-
structed in 1982 to begin an in-
quiry into employment condi-
tions for the two groups.

1t is understood that one rea-
gon for the delay in publication
was opposition to certain rec-
ommendations from organised
agriculture.

Reserve Bank probe
of ‘irregularities’
PRETORIA. — The Reserve
Bank is investigating alleged
exchange control irregularities.

The bank's governor, Dr Ger-
hard de Kock, said yesterday
that an investigation of allega-
tions in a newspaper yesterday
would be held in close co-oper-
ation with the Department of
Finance.

And, “at the insistence of Dr
J A Lombard, it will also cover
the insinuation that he, as a
deputy-governor of the Reserve
Bank, was invoived in the al-
leged irregularities, which he
strongly denies.” — Sapa.

ent
Party has called
not {o create any
in the Cape.

THE New Republ
on the Governmen
further group are

Mr R K Hallagk,
man of the partyf said\at the weekend
Cape congress 0 the party that there
was tensjon in i
cent remarks
and an annou cement t

t a group
area investigation was bein

launched.

He said no further group areas de-
terminations chould be made in the
Peninsula.

URPRISING
The partyfs leader, Mr Bill Sutton,
said Mr Bofha seemed to be speaking

in general terms when he referred t0
Woodstock.

He said it was surprising that he had
done so in view of the President’s
Council investigation into the Group
Areas Act which would be completed
soon.

But he said Mr Botha had leit wide
open the guestion of what should hap-
pen to the Act.

Mr Sutton advised people in the
Woodstock area not to pe too upset as
he did not think that the group areas
process would continue.

@ See Page 15
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: MORE than 4000 illegal workers em-

ployed by Transvaal Lowveld farmers
j — part of an estimated workforce of
- 17 000 Mozambicans working in the area
. — have been registered by the Depart-
% ment of Home Affairs since July.

Farmers have until November 30 to
. register their workers, most of whom
- are Mozambican refugees.

- Although the response generally has
' been slow, 2000 workers were re%ig-
tered during last week alone, the De-
partment of Home Affairs has said.

The Department is to look at the mer-
its of each case in deciding how to deal
with those it finds are in SA illegally.

Its drive is countrywide and it is also |
' sending inspectors to work premises.

. " Department Director-General Gerrie
van Zyl said considerations to be taken
into account included the length of time
a person had lived in SA illegally and

. whether they had married a South Afri-
can in that time.

He said the crackdown on illegals was

not aimed at any particular race group
and included whites.

The tracing of illegals through their
- workplace had been in operation for 18
. months and had been found to be the
most effective means.

Van Zyl said the 1,3m illegals which it
was estimated still lived in SA did not
include the 65000 Mozambican miners
mentioned in Business Day yesterday, as
they had valid contracts.

The decision to phase out those work-
ers was not based on the question of
illegality, he said.

Citizens of TBVC countries did not
require work permits to work in SA.
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F1sherman

lost_overbo
| off Saldanha

1 Staff Reporter B
A "HOUT BAY! ﬁsherman 1s be-

after falling overboard as ‘hé
and his .father helped another
‘boat in trouble off Salda
Bay v

'crayﬁsh boat Qumia’ with his-f

WENT'TO HELP&; o
The Ouma’ Went ‘to help an-

wind gusting at: 35 knots, a Sal-

said.

three miles from the, mainiand,

' tute boat: searched without suc:
cess. .

v

¢

1M Geofge Hendrlks 31 of] .
Al :Block MM4,.was on board thel.

' other crayfish’ ‘boat, the ‘Archer, |
‘l-which was ‘in dlfflculty in
' |“sivells’ of ‘up to 4m;.and with

danha Bay harbour spokesman .

| . Mr Hendrxks fell. overboard L
'near Fondeling Island, about |-

L ]..

‘lieved drowned in heavy seasi.. .

A National’ Sea Rescue Insti- | "




net be awarding R10 for the best mrrm oy

Buthelezi

turn wine into" wat

% A FEW weeks ago Kwa-
Zulu Chief Minister MG
Buthelezi opened the Stel-
lenbosch Connoisseurs
Guild Food and Wine Festi-
val — a lavish occasion for
wealthy food-lovers, rich
farmers and marketeers.
Every year Buthelezi also
attends the annual Neder-
burg wine auctions, where
wine farmers make massive

profits.
I wonder 1 ke is aware of
the suffering, « - ~rvation and

death on Western Cape
wine farms?

According to a Stellen-
bosch academic, the aver-
age farmworker gets R23,50
a month. One wonders what

Buthelezi lives on in one
week!

On many farms, farmers
spread alcoholism by paying
workers by tots of wine, This
continues today even though
it has been made illegal.

This tot-system destroys
the lives of many rural
South  Africans, Farm-
workers are often victi-
mised. They have no perma-
nent rights to housing be-
cause farmers give them
houses only while they work
on the farms. If they lose
their jobs, they lose their
houses.

According to research by
the London-based Anti-
Slavery Society, during the

harvesting season from De-
cember to April, one can
find many children em-
ployed as cheap labour. The
families of these children
are too scared of losing their
only meagre source of mon-
ey to demand their chil-
dren’s rights.

These workers are unpro-
tected by law, exploited by
an industry that caters for
the expensive tastes of the
South African rich.

Buthelezi should help
these workers win their right
for a living wage and decent
working and living condi-
tions. - PIETER MALGAS
of Stellenbosch.
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More than 60 migrint4vorkers have been left without ¥ pay
for the past six weeks by their employer at a Kroonstad construc-
tion site, claims a Free State farmer who says he is now supporting
them,

The migrant workers are living in a compound on the farm
“Mizpah” owned by Mr Lucas van der Merwe, who rented out a
caravan site and the compound to the construction company.

Their employer, Mr James Potgieter, the owner of J J Construc-
tion, was contracted by the Post Office to lay down 280 km of piping
for a n8w telephone cable system from Bloemfontein to Parys.

Mr Potgieter said he contacted Mr van der Merwe yesterday and

- he agreed to feed the workers until they were patd.

Mr‘van der Merwe said: "1 have had to feed the men on mealie

Hih

A [ 2L BT, %

some shovel work around the farm, 1 am“‘impplyjng‘ g%&n with
three solid meals a day”. T Ty

Mr van der Merwe’s stepson, Mr Casper Labuschagne said: “We
have a major catastrophe on our hands. The .workers, who were
given UIF eards on Saturday, are enraged and have threatened to
burn cars, caravans and the 9 J contruction office, on the farm if
they are not paid.” Fapehd

Mr Potgieter dented that he had abandoned '-hi_a‘;employees: “1
have had a cash flow problem and attemnpts hget'aidoan from the
bank failed. R B

“I was told to liquidate my assests bu.tﬁ‘gpfuse.to do this, I have
property which I will not give up. I am penniless and if I give up
everything I will walk out with nothing .except-the pants T've got

on,” he said. “I have yever not paid my-men; and, Aill not leave
them unpaid,” he said, v P-gg_clﬂf i

meal for the past two weeks so [ may as well carry on. I can't leave  Mr van der Merwe said he would cpntiqyg" e;g : .’gfirprkers as
them to starve. You can’t live on maize alone and so in exchange for long as the matter was settled soon, W, B i
1 e »-:..W
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b B Y@ App e ‘ﬁ;‘ﬁu‘f;bilamé"for the state of the
l’:ﬁ:ﬁ- B¥. (.-}len(‘lgﬁ f‘fbrhéw sch&nié on the Depdrmént oft’
*Sefira ﬁﬂ@!&@f.’ﬁ # §5 gom- . imdycation and Training (DET).
*pianils have %}ed%eqa~ ‘to takes | myi’a DET spokesman said
OVQF- Govérnmentiiresponsibili-. moat of the rural schools were
'ties” to upgrade farm schooly in ° griginally established through
;Southy Africa.” " " 1 «'¥; % private concerns and buill on
- ' They are concerned at-the land belonging to farmers.

, Jack of teachers, classroomsand  The DET's role, he said, was
" edycational facilities. An inves-" to register the schools and suh-
" tigation by representatives of.. sidise them, as well as appoint
:thejcompanies: has laid the' aud pay the teachers.

L)

- —

want to heﬁpﬁ

o)

But the situation haxr sparked
government anquiries, resolis
and recommendations of whirh
were announced at a Press con-
ference in Pretoria yesterday.

When The Saturday Star visit-
ed the Philena Farm School,
north of Johanneshurg, head-
master Mr N Mphiwe pointed
out some of the problems it
faced.

@ Pupiis from Std 3 and Std 4
shared one teacher and one
classroom and were taught si-
multaneously

@ Some classrooms were so
dark that children sitting in the
back five tows could hardly see
their exercise books

® There was no electricity.

® There was a shortage of ¢lass
roums.

® On an actual ratio there was

rit 5Cho6ls:

one teacher to 45 pupils.
@ Libraries and laboratories
swete urgently required.

dlost farm schools only have
classes up to'Std 6.

At Philena, as often the rase,
the farmer whose land the
school is situated on is the man-
ager of the school.

Mr Tom Melly, administra-
tion manager of United States
firm Signa Insurance, which
forms part of the commitice,
said he was shocked when he
saw the state of some farm
schools in the.Sandton/Midrand
area. o

The reason his company hag
become involved, he says, is he-
canse its labour force is drawn
from the community in these
areas and it is frying to help
contribute to the upliftment of
black societies.

L Y L R T T P T T




i~ r. i L Tt

| Register’ Moz lcan
workers farmers

' Presulent of the Transva tural

"Union, M Nico Kotze, has made an urgent

appeal to ‘Lowveld farmers to register Mo-

zamblcan ‘ejtrmeng/in—theiy employ without
delay.” ’-\3'

Accordmg b 2 gthiemept from the Agricul-
tural Umon, workers who'have not been regis-

tered by November 30 will be considered 1lie-

- gal iffimigrants. ‘
Only 6 000 of .a total of 17000 Mozamblcan
workers have been registered and the dead- ‘

line: w111 not be extended.

More details on registration procedures and )

venues are available from Mrs Rika Human
of the Southern Lowveld’ Farme}rs Union"at

Nelspruit22680.., & .. .
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‘Farm soccer ‘plan’
upsets residents

By PETER DENNEHY
Municipal Reporter

TOKAI residents complained
| yesterday about what they
believe to be a plan to allow
Constantia farm workers to

unused field on Steenberg
Farm, off Zwaanswyk Road.

An objector, who declined
to be named, said she had
noticed fencing going up
around the field recently,
and she had heard of a plan
to provide soccer and other
recreation facilities for Con-
stantia workers.

“They have not applied for
permission from the Divi-
sional Council,” she said. A
Divco spokesman said he had

play soccer regularly on an

heard of the controversy, anu
complaints had been re-
ceived. An inspection had
been held in response to the
complaints, but no sign of
soccer facilities had been
found, he said.

The objector said she lived
in a rural area without crime
or vagrants, and she felt that
farmworkers' soccer, with its
inevitable spectators and toi-
lets and changercoms, did
not fit into the area.

Mr André Badenhorst,
manager of Bultenverwagt-
ing Wine Farm and chairman
of the Constantia Association
for Commumty Development
said the six major farms in
the area had formed the asso-

ciation to uplift the quality of

life of their 90 families of .

workers, partly through pro-
viding sports f‘acilities.
“Steenberg Farm is owned
by the Louw family, who are
members of our association.*
We have made no arrange-
ment to use the farm, but if
we do so we will go through

the right channels,” Mr

Badenhorst said.

“There are no neighbours
in the immediate vicinity of
this field. People who do live
in the area have the advan-
tage of looking out over these
beautiful farms, but they
must realize that there are
people living and working on
them.”

=
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These worker
commute for 5
hours each day-

By MIKE MABUSELA

ALICEDALE commuters to Port Elizabeth spend nearly
five hours in trains every day, travelling a total of 226
kilometres.

Most workers wake at about 2.30am and catch the
3.30am train at Alicedale station after a walk of about 20
minutes. '

They have little time to eat, but early morning tea and
sandwiches are available on the train, as 1 discovered
when I did the trip last Monday.

The afternoon train passing through Alicedale to
Johannesburg leaves PE station at 5pm and arrives at
Alicedale at 6.40pm.

I spent the night with a friend in Alicedale, to be on
time for the 3.30am train used by commuters, which
arrives at the PE station at 6.30am. _

Alicedale commuters interviewed in the train refused
to be photographed for reasons they did not disclose,

Mr Mtiwandile Ndoda, 40 — the only man who gave his
name — said he supported his wife and seven children.
His salary is R800 a month and he travels on a R148
monthly train ticket — the cheapest way to reach his
place of employment.

He said he preferred to live with his family in Alice-
dale, his home town, and work in PE because there were
no good paying jobs in the village.

* Commuters said they preferred to live in Alicedale
because it was a quiet country town “with no riots and no
stayaways”. ' ' .

WEEKEND POST, NOVEMBER 22, 1
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They were a small community living like;a big family
and their children were able to attend school. - + .«

Those with cars chose not to use them as the train was |
cheaper. They said the R148 cost of a monthly ticket was
much cheaper than the R30 people spent on petrol, fors
each return trip. “ v v

SATS employees received concessiqnswhich,gave
them a fair discount, they said. . #~@hiiugiin

Although commuters can travel in thg;f_irst? second or
third class carriages, they preferred t onomy. class
(third class), which was cheaper. . REvali:

I found the water fresh when 1 sippeda glass, although
the train had started its journey in Johannesburg,

There was no problem of any kind when I sat down in
the dining saloon to have a cup of tea. e

1 was told that the saloen, which has a bar, is open to all
races and orders are also taken from all the compart-
ments. RS

The compartments needed sweeping, but then of
course it was the last leg of the long run from the Rand.

A spokesman for SATS in PE said its employees in the
Cape Midlands, as in all other regions, obviously had a
free choice of residence. Aok el

Those who preferred to live in the rural areas had fo
organise their own transport. g T

If they chose to use the local train service, a choice
open to any member of the public, they qualified for a
reasonable concessionary travel allowanee. The did not
to give figures. Ce
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Dispatch Reporter

GRAHAMSTOWN — To
meet the challenge of
trade unions, guidelines
based on decency were
urged by Mr E. A, “Tom-
mie” Thomson, & dairy
farmer and agricultural
economist, at this week’s
meeting of the Belton-
Salem Farmers Asso-
ciation.

“There may be diffi-
culties formulating
guidelines in this area
because of the diversity
of farming, but we must
accept that the effects of

| trade unions will spill

qver. To counteract

| these we need:- to pro-
| mote gound inter-group

relations,” he said.
Quoting the Wiehahn

A report, Mr Thomson said

those who did not fully

'] understand proper Ye-

jations would be -swept

along inevitably by the
process of change.

He said labour was
the most important sin-
gle ingredient as to agri-
eultural input costs.
Training and productiv-
ity went hand in hand.

Terms of service must
include defined working
hours, a minimum wage,
annual leave, protective
clothing, job descrip-
tion, training, worker in-
volvement, the potential
for developing a super-
visor c¢lass, remunera-
tion, housing, recrea-
tion, medical aid,
education, pensions and

refirement arrange-
. ments, g
¢ “upy , embraces the

. whole .aspect of rural
development.”

Aspects = farmers
should consider were:

e 3 T

i

k|

trad

@ A workload of not
more than 12 continuous
hours with reimburse-
ment for overtime.

® Mea! intervals and
public holidays.

@ Certificates of em-
ployment and termina-
tion of services.

@ Sickleave.

@ Job security.

Farmers would have
to develop beiter man-
agement techniques.

unions

They should also make
certain that the farming
community could bar-
gain together as a group.

Mr Thomson said:
«Thare is no need for
farmers to go through
the total agony of indus-
try. You can learn from
their problems and mis-
takes and put together
an acceptable package.”

He said  farmers
should get together and
formulate minjmum con-
ditions and guidelines.




not farmers?

AGRICULTURAL experts in the academic world are urg-
ing the Government to restructure the country’s agricul-
ture by switching subsidies from land, crops, machinery
and fertilisers to labour — to give farm labourers better

wages, pensions, education, housing and living conditions.

Farm workers repre-
sent 26 % of the South
Africa’s labour force.

@ne of the prime mov-
ers at top advisory level

+ is Prof WL Nieuwoudt
of Natal University in
Pietermaritzburg, who
says: ‘I prefer to re-
search controversial
issues.’

He says bluntly: ‘Sub-
§ sidies are going to farm-
ers who don’t need
them; 75 % of agricultur-
al subsidies go to farm-
ers who earn more than
R400 000 a year.

Better
package

‘There is nothing
wrong with being big
and efficient, but it is
wrong to subsidise land
purchase by loans with
low interest rates, be-
cause you can't make
more land. By offering
subsidies for farm
labourers’ housing one
would create something
new as well as improv-
ing the quality of life.
M‘;We recently met the

Agricultural Union
(SAATU) in Pretoria
and forcefully made the
point that the emphasis
must be shifted from
land to labour.

The Government, he
said, had agreed to as-
sist farmers with hous-
ing for their labour, but
to the limit of 10 houses
a farm. Funds were
available in the past but
were not taken up, and
nothing was spent on
housing in 1985. The
Government had now
come up with what
looked like a better
package,

‘We must make it more‘,'
attractive to farmers to
employ labour and to
improve their quality of
life. They must be en-
couraged to want to par-
ticipate, and this can
only be done by redir-
ecting subsidy funds,’
Prof Nieuwoudt said.

He referred to a re-
cent Reader’s Digest ar-
tiele, which criticised
South African farmers
for inhuman labour
conditions.

- ..t

‘It is not altogether
fair to blame the farm-
ers for the current situa-
tion. The system creates
the environment and it
is necessary to create
the environment from
the top down; it does not
spring from grass-roots
level’

Prof Nieuwoudt is con-
vinced that agriculture
should be able to stand
on its own feet without
entrenched subsidies on
land, crops and fertil-
isers, indirectly through
credit subsidies and
debt consolidation, and
tax write-offs on land
and machinery.

He concedes, however,
‘that assistance should
be given for circum-
stances outside farmers’
control, such as freak
weather conditions.

Support
for views

‘Taxes from agricul-

. ture,” he says, ‘total R100

miilion a year, but subsi-
dies amount to several
times that figure. Take
1981, for instance: it was
a very good farming
year‘but debt increased
becatse farmers wére

buying more machinery,-

to bring down their in-
conie tax. Tractor pur-

! chases were four tlmes

the»,normal’
In “the past: couple ‘of

years;-said. Prof Nleu-;
. woudt, there had’ ‘been a-

reduefzwn iw farm:

._labour,,but with the, |

Ulhh v hllvf\-uvlfi—‘
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Call for drastic switch to 1mprove hves of labourers

Subsidies forQ
WMt
farm workers

IN its September issue Reader's
Digest’s leading story was
headlined South Africa’s Harvest
of Shame and dealt with the
plight of many South African farm
labourers. DENNIS HENSHAW
talked to Prof W L Nieuwoudt,
head of the Agricultural
Economics department of Natal
University (Pietermaritzburg), who
is urging the Government to make
the drastic change of scrapping
farmers’ subsidies to provide
money for increased wages and
improved living conditions for
farm labourers.

present tremendous
price of machinery he
was certain the trend
would be reversed.

‘Now is the time to
shift more direet assis-
tance to the labourers,
so that farmers could at-
tract better quality
labour by offering im-
proved housing, schooi-
ing and living condit-
ions, as well as wages.

‘Surveys should be un-
dertaken to determine
the labourers' needs’

Prof Nieuwoudt points
out that professors from
other universities are
very much in support of
his views, as is the Agrn-
cultural Union, bhut *all
we academics can do is
to show the policy-
makers the directions of
desirable change.

‘But fortunately the
Government is listening
to academics more than
ever before.’

A member of Prof

, Nieuwoudt's Agricultur-

al Policy Research Unit
in Pietermaritzburg is
Bruce Robertson, a post-
graduate student and
president of the SRU.
He will spend the com-
ing vacation with assis-
tants on a field survey of
farm labour in the
Lion's River, Lower
Tugela and Eastern
Cape regions.

The team will try to
identify factors neces-
sary to improve the
quality of life — in a
mixed farming area, in
the cane belt and in the
Aliwal North/Elliott
area, where the sheep
and beef farmers have a
more conservative attit-
ude. .

Somewhat cynically he
says: 'It is one thing to
pay farmers a subsidy to
increase labourers'
wages, but another thing.
to make sure it is reach-
ing the target. Perhhps.it .
might be better to"zpﬁt

the money dlrectly mto 1l

black education.’
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SAAU tosee govt%ousmg scheme

excude IUr UeCIHring war Ul ine e SiIp, 11 this W

THE SA Agricultural Union
{SAAU) i3 to make representa-
tion to government to improve
the housing scheme for farm
workers. - .
The move comes after suc-
cessful SAAU negotiations with
the Department of Agriculture
which secured funds for the
scheme for the current financial

d The union has appealed to far-
mers to use the scheme to enable
the utilisation of funds that have

| MICK COLLINS |

been set aside.

“The unton believes that uigmd
worker housing s a prerequlsite
for sound community develop-
ment,” sald a spokesman,

“Farmers with inadeguate
housing facilities for their la-
bourers are urged to apply as
soon as possible so that they can
participate in the scheme,” he

" added.

* Outlining the scheme, he said

- that, subject to certain condi-

tions, all owners of land on which
farming activities were prac-
tised could apFIy for a loan — at
a 3% interest rate - to erect
workers’ homes,

“Two loans are available, One
of R4000 for a three-roomed
house and one of R5000 for a
four-roomed house. Loans for
extensions come to half these
amounts.

“Farther loans of R300 each
are avallable for water and elec-

tricity supplies per living unit.”

He sald terms of repayment
must not exceed 20 years and
loang must be secured through a
mortgage on the applicant’s
fixed property.

“Under the scheme, an appli-
cant Is anthorised to erect or up-
grade a maximum of 10 houses.”

Application forms are avall-
able at the nearest magistrate’s
office or from the Department of
Agricuiture, Private Bag X118,
Pretoria, 6001.
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SOWETAN, Thursday, December 11 1986 ]

average

UNION ORGANISATION HAMPERED BY THE FARMER

LAST .year -
workers in the West-

farm- -

ern Cape earned an

average of R32 a
week.
This was revealed at a

gathering of weifare,

community and trade
union organisations ear-
lier this year, Natal Uni-
versity's  [udicator SA

says in its latest edition, '

Grievances aired at
the meeting include:
® Wages of between
R15 and R50 a week.

“In 1985 farm work-
ers in the Western Cape
earned R32 a weck on
average. Sometimes
wine is regarded as part
of the wage. although
payment in the form of
alcohol is illegal. How-
ever, there is no law
against freely dispensing
tiquor to workers.”

e g i ]

» SPECIFICALLY excluded from most labour
legislation, living on the breadiine and
almost totally dependant on their employer,
black workers on South Africa’s white farms
have come under t.he spot.light..

Housing is tied to em-
ployment and “is used to
control workers.”

“The farmer pays
lower wages on the
grounds that he provides
housing. Yet members
of workers' families liv-
ing on the farm but
working elsewhere
usually have to pay rent.
At harvest time they are
usually expected to help
on the farm, and some-
times lose therr town
jobs n the process ™
® Worker organisation
is hampered by the
farmer.

“The farmer’s read-
iness to invoke trespass

laws makes it dnfflcull
for unionists to get on to
farms to recruit mem-
bers. Workers may face
dismissal or victimisa-
tion for attending meet-
ings off the farm or for
secking legal advice.™

# Child care is not avail-
able.

“But employers ex-
pect all young women 1o
work on the farm if
needed. The male head
of the family contracts
verbally with the farmer

for the entire family Fe-

males are on |2-hour
standby at huarvest
time.”

& Working condittons

are not conirolled by
law,

“Farm workers are
specifically excluded
from most labour legis-
lations which means
there is no [egislated
minimum wage. paid
leave proviston, hours of
work. sick leave, unem-
ployment insurance
fund. etc.”

e Education
standard.

“Schools are few. and
children must walk long
distances to get to them.
Teachers are often not
properly  qualifred and
chikdren are frequently
expected to work on the
farm wnstead of going to
school.”

15 below

® A vicous circle of
debts controls the
warker.

“Workers often have
no option but to buy at
farm shops where goods
are more expensive,
They then run up sub-
stantial debts and are
unable toteave the
farm. or must have thewr
debts transferred to the
new farmer employer

“Focusing on the spe-
cific problems of farm
labour. the grievances
mred at the meeting
have an authenticity
born from the expert-
ence of working closely
with these peopie over
a long period.” the [ndi-
cator SA report says.

BLIND singer $teve Kekana. .. w:
petrol bombers attacked hi
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ESCPDM is t(}%\en an additional R25-
millign on rural electrification this year to
supply about 78 800 customers by 1987.

extray capital has.become available as a
esulj of savings made in both operating
nd éapital expenditures. : o
Maree sdys theadditional amount made -
available is..desirable to. meet the rapid

%Y;? P ':w.er; tg ,the_,pe'o;me .\_in'jbu
Y
2

om chairman John Maree says the " the payment of extension charges or,

. PR A ’_'3‘?)“.4 '
- L
4 . A
S
¢ i

a‘ ‘;,i

increase in the demand for electricity;
the platteland.' This demand is. a-'direc 3

result of the changes in the tariff structure
from January 1986 which either abolished

duced them significantly. - i)
Escom received over '9 000 applications®;
for power from people.in the rural a &

1985, 10 000 in 1986 to da
a similar number in 1987.
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- Recommendations included: *. - .
- @ A group of schools in one area be orgamsed Jomtly and admuus- '

Plan fo al education

'1s presen ‘to Minister

o By Susan Pleming

A report outhnlng plans to improve black on in the rural
areas has been presented to the Minister of Educatlon and De-|’

velopment Aid, Dr Gerrit Viljoen.

‘A statement released by the Department of Education and |-

Training announced that an education working party, which includ-

ed DET officials and representatives of various organlsatlons, had |,

completed the report. -

* The seven fields investigated included: the state of rural educa-
tion, a demographic analysis of the sltuatlon, teacher educatmn and
physical accommodation. .

;” '..

tered by a capable principal. -
@ Individualised teaching methods receive greater emphasis. " ¢

® The subJect “skills and techmques” be introduced into rural '

schools. TR

® The syllabuses for agrlculture-related subjects be rev1sed in
terms of an ecological approach.

@ Farm school facilities be used as commumty/cultural centres to
encourage parental involvement and community development.

© Higher standards, including secondary standards be introduced
in existing farm schools. -~ - :

@ Boarding school facilities be thoroughly investigated

. @ I