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THE DEATH ol from clashes
between police and anti-government
prodesters has nisen Lo nearly founy
in two weeks

Most recentlv, the Congress of
South Afnican Students’ Sowelo
branch secretary died after being
shot by police.

In townships in the Vaal. the death
will has reached ot least 3 after
vindent clashes between police and
resadents in Sharpville, Evaton and
Sehokeng

I he death follows some of the maost
severe challenges o the government
in recent veans

Mationwide, the Uinited Democratic
Front (U'DF). organised an intensive
attack on the coloured and the In-
dian elections held under the new
CUnSLILUL 1N

In many areas ol the |ransvaal,
residents in African townships
reacted angrily when renls were in-
creased despite warnings that people
could not afford them,

Hundreds of thousands of students
boveotted classes in protest against
the lack of Students Kepresentative
Councils in schools, inadequate and
undemocratic education, and the im-
plementation of the new constitution.

In every case the government’s
response has been o call in the
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Armed police arrive too late to save a Vaal councillor's shop from destruction. 31 people have died in recent clashes in the area

Death toll rising as
apartheid lashes

NATIONAL reports on a country in flames
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palice.

lo block the well-orgamsed
hoveoll campagn aganst the ¢leg-
tions, podice mounted a heawvy
presence  around  polling  statwons,
arreshing atl least two hundred LD
=L rlF'l Lrlers

And a4 number of prominent
leaders of the UDF and aflfliated
organisations were detained. Most
are in “preventive’ detention,

Despite the clampdown, the anti-
constitution campaign convinced K2
percent of coloureds and B3 percent
of Indians o stay away from the
polls, seriously denting Prime
Minister P.W. Botha's reform plans.

| ransval
twnship of Fvaton, Sharpville and
Sehokeng staged o massive slay-al-
home and held huge demonstrations
o protest renl increases, police were
called .

In the ensuing clashes, at least 31
pepide were Killed, including four
vammunily  councillors who were
reported o have opened fire on the
crowd. Police were forced to bring in
armoured personnel carrmers.

lhe clashes came o a lemporary
halt when a 4 000-strong crowd
marched on the Lekoa Administriion
Board offices bearing a white Mag.
Leaders mel with U0 ollician

When resdents in the

demanding a drop i rents, the
release of all those detained, and no
mterference from police in funerals
to bury the victims of police bullets.

Ciovernment reaction o students
protests has been equally harsh. only
st weeck police shot Soweto Cosas
branch secretary. Bongam Khumalo
as he was leaving the home of a
Irend.

Police alleged Kumalo had been
shot at after throwing a petrol bomb
at a police bus. He died on the way to
hospital.

But eye wilnesses sand he was shot
as he wey '=aving the yard of a
friend’s home.
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| housands have attended Tunerals
in Daveyton, Wattville and Imbali 1o
bury students killed during clashes
with police

[During the run-up o the August
elections all Indian pupils boycolting
schools 1o protest the elections, were
suspended.

Scores of schools have been closed
by the Department of Education and
Iranmg 1o force students to drop
boveotls. Schools are closed in
Pretoria's African townships.,
Cradock, Imbali, Welkom and maost
of the bast Rand

lownhip anger also boiled over in
Imbali, when the Minster of Co-
operation and Development, Lr Piet
Koornhol visited the township. Resi-
dents marched on the hall in which
Koomhol was due o speak. |hey
were driven away with teargas and
sjmboks,

I he government has placed a ban
on indoor political meetings until the
end of the month.

Ihe ban alfects 21 magistenal dis-
trcts, including many “trouble spots’.
15 areas in the Tranavaal, including
the Vaal townships, Pretona, the East
Rand, Krugersdorp and Pielersburg:
two in Natal, two in the Eastern Cape
and two in the Orange Free State, are
affected.



Fierce measures to stop protest
but anger at new deal runs deep

From page 1

A ban on all outdoor political
gatherings has been in force for
years. In reaction o the recent
protest and anti-constitution victory,
Minister of Law and Order Louis Le
Grange imposed the ban ‘in the in-
terest of maintaining public peace’.

Earlier he reimposed deiention
orders on seven Natal leaders
detained during the clampdown on
the UDF. A succesful application to
the Supreme Coun previously had

released them from section 28 deten-
tion.

In anticipation of further detention
orders the men went into hiding, later

entering the British embassy in
Durban applying for political asylum.

I'he conflicts seem set 1o continue.
I he government has consistently said
the unrest is simply caused by
“agitators’,

And the economic conditions show
further signs of worsening. Severe
cuts in government spending have

led thousands of workers in the con-
struction and other industries to be
lad off.

Ihe government recently an-
nounced a |25 per cenl increase in
the sugar price. I'he price of bread is
expected o go up in October.

A record number of strikes have
laken place this year. And up 1o
YOOU) mine workers are poised to go
on-a legal strike unless the Chamber

of Mines comes up with-an.accep-
Ty,

table wage offer.
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VAAL RESIDENTS have paid a
heavy price for their opposition to
rents they cannot afford and a town
council they never voted for.

On the last weekend in August
more than 2 000 Vaal residents
gathered to protest against rent in-
creases. As at previous meetings they
demanded the resignation of com-
munity councillors. They also
resolved not Lo pay September rents
until the increases were dropped.

Since the time increases were an-
nounced. the Vaal Civic Association
(VCA) and other organisations had
warned that people could not pay the
rents.

I'hese warnings were not heeded.
As the weekend of September | ap-
proached, councillors in Bophelong
were forced to gel police protection
from angry- residemts at a rent

Simmering anger
erupts at rent hikes

meeting and administration board
vehicles and buses were stoned.

On Sunday September 2, three
mass meelings were held in the Vaal
area. Residents resolved Lo stay away
from work and school and to march
on administration board offices.
Businesses were asked to close for
the day,

On Monday morning residents

gathered and marched to the offices,
One the way they passed the house of
Evaton councillor Leburu Diphoko.

I'hey asked him to accompany
them. Instead he pulled a gun and
fired at the crowd, killing two people.
I'he crowd turmed on him and killed
him,

This mar, who feared the com-
TINYY he was supposed to represent,
sel in motion a week of violence

which left many dead and hundreds
injured.

I'he first day was a series of running
battles between police and
protesters. Police at first used rubber
bullets and teargas, but then turned
to live ammunition.

Fhe next day official figures listed
26 dead and 48 injured, but residents’
estimales were much_higher. It was
reported that Sebokeng hospital was

full. Police placed a ban on informa-
tion about the injured.

More than 35 people were arrested
and many were missing. Buses
weren't running and as food ran out
there were reporis of people being
shot by white farmers when they
went to shops on the Golden
Highway.

On Wednesday more than 3 000
pecople gathered outside the ad-
ministration board offices for
negotiations with officials. The peo-
ple carried white flags and called for
the release of detainees.

It was revealed that the Lekoa
l'own Council had no legal right to
impose increases as they had not
been approved by the Department of
Co-operation and Development, nor

To page 4
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4 000 people gather outside the Lekoa Administration Board offices in the Vaal demanding a drop in rents. It followed days of clashes with the police that left 31 dead

From page 3

gazetled.

On Thursday Lekoa Town Council
chairperson, Esau Mahlatsi, came
out of hiding and appeared in the
company of senior government of-
ficials — including Minister of Law
and Order, Louis le Grange, and
Defence Minister Magnus Malan.

Le Grange claimed that rent in-
creases were nol the cause of the un-
rest, but that “certain individuals and
organisations” were behind it.

Mahlatsi said, | agree with him,
some people use rent in order to
cause trouble. These are the agilators
and instigators.” He also announced
that rent increases would go ahead as
soon as they had been garetied.

*OUne of the ‘mistakes’ in handling
the situation was ‘there were oo few
police 1o counteract the violence,
otherwise houses couldn’t have been
burnt.” He said he was unaware of
allegations that police had shot and
killed children playing in their yards.

On Saturday, September 8, talks
between township officials, town
councillors and community leaders
representing residents from the dif-
ferent townships deadlocked.

Community leaders put forward
residents’ demands:
@®The resignation of all town coun-
cillors.

“The councillors are having private
meetings with the administration
hoard. The councillors must resign.

Rents down,
‘stooges’ out
say residents gg

They don’t represent our people, so
the case 15 closed. They are defunct,
they are not operating, they have lost
control of the whole situation. For
their own safety they must resign and
leave the township, and rents must go
down,’ one leader said.

@®Rent increases must be dropped
and rents decreased. ‘We won't be
made (o pay for our oppression,’ said
one resident.

High electricity rates and insuf-
ficient meter reading were additional
sources of discontent. Residents said
services should be subsidised by
profits from liquor outlets.

Vaal residents have been struggling
with shrinking pay packels as in-
creased pnces and GST take their
toll. An Orange-Vaal General
Workers Union spokesperson said
Sharpeville and the surrounding
townships were becoming very ex-
pensive places to hive.

Rents range from just over R50 a
month to RN a month. The already
tight money situation was worsened
by retrenchments in the steel,
chemical and fertiliser industries.
®An independent inquiry into the
allocation of business sites in the
area. Residents say town councillors
are monopolising business
@The release of all detainees and
withdrawal of police from the area.

Most of the councillors have
refused to resign. They say they will
do so il the people who elected them
tell them to. But the Lekoa Town

rti{ ;‘:1
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: ght of the Sebokeng demonstrations, youths display their determination

Council was elecled by nine percent
of the community, and the Evaton
l'own Council by even less (5
percent).

Most residents boycotied the elec-
tions last year because they were
seen as no solution to Africans’ lack
of political rights.

Having ignored their community’s
feelings, the Vaal councillors felt the
consequences, and fled for police
protection

After the unrest two meetings for
community leaders to repont back to
residents on negotialions with of-
ficials were banned.

About 2 000 people gathered at a
meeting in Sebokeng to find police
and notices banning the meeting.
Several people were injured when
teargas and rubber bullets were fired
at the crowd., - _

As Lhe violence abated, L'Qf_‘;’j{f'

president Frank Chikane, said heavy
security measures were hampering
attempts to get food, doctors and
lawvers into the area.

Members of the VCA found it dif-
ficult to move around the townships
to help distressed families and said
they were being singled out for police
harassment.

There were reporis that injured
people have been afraid to go to
hospital as police had been randomly
arresting people as they get dis-
charged. The VCA, with the as-
sistance of the UDF set up clinics to
treat those injured in the unrest.

By the week's end the number of
dead, injured and arrested was un-
clear, Official figures said 31 dead,
and Vaal leaders spoke of at least 30
detentions, while many more people
Were missing.

Hundreds of homes and many

businesses were destroyed. Busines-
ses owned by councillors were the
first targets.

Shops of Indian traders were also
hit. Said one resident, “It is not a
question of race or racial hatred, it is
capitalism. The people are exploited,
that is why they hit some shops.’

I'he house and dry cleaning
business of one Indian businessman
were left untouched. All the busines-
ses surrounding his were completely
gutlted. People say this 15 because
they knew him to be sympathetic to
their cause,

Community leaders are still
collecting information on the
numbers of dead, injured, detained
and missing. Families are having dif-
ficulty tracing missing relatives and
friends as there is no easy access o
the hospital, and police have not
released details of detainees,



STUDENTS
-

BANTLU Education schools have
come to a standstill in large parts of
the Transvaal and in some areas in
the Free State and Eastern Cape.

Violent confrontations between
police and students have escalated
and at least seven students in the East
Rand and an unknown number in the
Vaal have been killed. Scores of
others have been injured, detained or
arrested.

A recent victim, Congress of South
African Students (Cosas) Sowelo
branch secretary, Bongani Kumalo,
was allegedly repeatedly shot al and
killed by police.

The Department of Education and
Training (DET) has closed all schools
in the Vaal, East Rand, Sowelo,
Mamelodi and Soshanguve.

This, along with the blanket ban on
meetings all over the Transvaal s
seen as an attempt o stop the grow-
ing suppornt for boycotting students.
Sohdarity between students, parents
and other residents has grown in re-
cent weeks and resistance has been
directed at community councils and
police.

Al the time of the closure, an es-
timated 160 000 students nationwide
were on boycott demanding

Wattville residents bury a student killed in clashes with police

democratic SRC's, abolition of the
prefect system and age limit laws,
and an end to excessive corporal
punishment:

@93000 students in the Vaal
townships of Bophelong, Boipatong,
Sebokeng, Sharpeville and Evaton.

Despite repression, students remain resolute in their demands

d

®East Rand students — 5000 in
Daveyton, 6000 in Katlehong, 2000 in
IThokoza, 5000 in Tembisa, 2000 in
Vosloorus and 6000 in Wattwville.

®About 2500 students in Mamelodi
and Soshanguve and 6000 in
Saulsville/Atteridgeville near

Evaton mother tells of tra

SASPU NATIONAL spoke to Hilda
Shange, mother of William Bibi
Shange who was shot duning the Vaal
uprisings. He would have turned 16
on 12 September.

She said he was coming home from
school at about |0am on Monday
morning. "Al about 11.30 the other
children came to say that he had
been shot. After he was shot some
people helped him into a back yard
and that is where we found him. He

was still conscious then. We couldn’t
get transport to go to hospital.”

While he was still conscious he told
his mother he was standing at the
school fence, (next to Nisale
Primary) when he heard some shots.
As he turned a bullet hit him in his
side and lodged in his-spanal cord. He
told his mother that councillor Dutch
Diphoko’s son shot him.

His mother sat with him the whole

day and the whole night, giving him
waler. They iried Lo get transport to
take him to hospital, but could get
none, so they had to do their best to
ook after him,

On Tuesday morning, he was very
weak. His last words to his mother
were "Mummy, I've got no more
blood, give me water..’, she said “yes,
my baby,” but he had passed away, at
|0k 15, He will be buried with other
victims.,

Bantu education crumbling

Pretoria.

@2000 students in Alexandra, near
Johannesburg.

@ 3000 students in Welkom.

@200 students in Tumahole.
@300 students in Queenstown and
M00 in Cradock in the Eastern Cape.

In Soweto, where there have been
sporadic boycotts, conflict is inten-
sifying daily. At a Cosas meeling in
solidarity with people killed in the
Vaal and other areas, students
demanded the establishment of
democratically elected SRC's, the
scrapping of the prefect system, use
of corporal punishment only as laid
down by DET regulations, and the
immediate resignation of community
councils,

Students strongly condemned the
closure of schools and planned a
meeting 10 discuss the issue. But on
the day, all meetings had been ban-
ned and crowds gathered there were
dispersed by police.

Large contingents of police have
moved into Soweto and houses of
community councillors are under
heavy police guard. Clashes between
police and youth have intensified.

In Tumahole, Tembisa, Katlechong,
Daveyton and Watville there have

ic death

Mrs Hilda Shange, grieving mother

been wviolent confrontations with
police. Students say anger and
frustration is growing as police at-
lacks on boycotting students con-
tinue and authorities refuse Lo meel
students’ demands.

@in Katlehong a youth was shot dead
and several people were injured
when mourners set fire o the
township mayor's home. Students
stoned police who had come to dis-
rupt their meeting.

@in Mankweng, in the MNorthern
Transvaal, a school administration
block and the car of the Circuit
Inspector was burnt out.

@®In Tumahole two schools have
been suspended after police clashed
with people who had erected
bamicades around the homes of four
community councillors.

@®In Warmbaths students smashed
windows and burmnt the cars of their
school principal and one teacher.
®in Mamelodi, near Pretoria, police
baton charged students in their
double-story school. Many were
seriously injured when they jumped

. from the second floor to escape

police.

@ University of the MNorth students
have clashed with Lebowa police.
They are on boycott demanding the
dismissal of three lecturers and the
scragping of universily regulations
which specify that students must pass
a certain number of courses (o stay at
university.

®In Soshanguve, Mabopane East
Technikon students have been
refused readmission afler they
boycotted classes last month.
@®Students at .Ngoye universily in
Matal are on bovcotl demanding the
readmission of |1 expelled students,
and Fort Hare students are boycot-
ting in solidarity with victims of the
Vaal unrest.
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Students stay

away to

constitution out [

NATIONWIDE student protests
shown more clearly than all the ballot
boxes put together that students have
totally rejected the new aparthed
constilution.

Almost one million students from
South Africa’s schools, universities,
technikons and training colleges
boycotted classes countrywide
following a joint call by the Congress
of South African Students (Cosas)
and the Azanian Students Organisa-
tion (Azaso) for a fortnight of protest
against Lthe elections,

Before the clections, the Depart-
ment of Education and Training con-
firmed that some 30 000 students
were boycolling classes. This figure
more than doubled as students in
every province, town, bantustan and
urban township joined forces with
fellow students.

In spite of a wave of represssion

durning the election penod, students
withstood threats of suspension,
school closures and tough police ac-
Lon.
By August 22, coloured education
olTicials confirmed some 624 000 stu-
dents under ils control were nol at
school — %0 percent of pnmary,
junior, secondary and senior secon-
dary students. Students put the fligure
even higher.

Indian education officials

keep

acknowledged that students al most
schools on polling day joined the
protests, with at least 150 000 behind
the boycolt.

In the Western Cape student
mobilisation reached ils highest point
since the 1980 school boycotts.

Ihe climax of the boycott was a
massive Azaso-Cosas rally the day
before the elections. Over 7000 stu-
dents from UWC, UCT, technicons,
training colleges and about 50
schools attended.

In Port Elizabeth, African students
from New Brighton, kwaZakele and
Iwide boycotted for the entire elec-
tion period. They were joined by
about 5 000 students from eight
coloured and Indian high schools

Schools in Grahamstown, Graal-
Reinet, Fort Beawfort, Humansdorp,
Queenstown and Kirkwood, and the
Cape Teachers Training College also
joined the boycotts.

In East London about 4 000 high
school students from Duncan Village
and from coloured and Indian arcas
boycotted.

Universily students boycotted at
Fort Hare, Rhodes and the Univer-
sity of the Transkei.

A peaceful demonstration of more
than 1000 Bloemfontein students
converged on polling booths.

I he demonstration was broken up
by not police.

YOLE

mmuﬁnmmm mobdlisation to a peak

Another demonstration from the
nearby coloured high school, Dr
Block High School, was also broken
up by police.

In Natal, schools in Durban and
Maritzburg came oul in force against
the elections joining students boycot-
ting at the University of Durban-
Westville and all campuses of the

Metal workers show unique unity

Black and white workers have
jointly organised and supported a
legal strike at Highveld Steel and
Vanadium Corporation in Witbank.

Fosatu's Metal and Allied Workers
Union {Mawu) and the SA Boiler-
makers Society (SABS) called for a
strike ballot at Highveld's four plants
and the Mapoch mine after they re-
jected a company offer of wage in-

creases ranging from seven to thir-
leen per cent,

SABS organises skilled artisans,
most of them whites.

Aboul 70 percent of the workforce
— over 3 000 workers — voled in
favour of stnke action.

The two unions also organised an
unofTicial ballot for white workers
belonging to the Mine Workers

Rawu workers unfairly fired

Support for about 50 striking
workers at the Grand Bazaars
warchouse in Cape Town has spread
to other branches of the supermarket
chain.

A commillee representing |1
branches has been elected to coor-
dinate support activity for workers
who downed tools in prolest against
the dismissal of two Retail and Allied
Workers Union (Rawu) members.

A Rawu spokesperson said workers
wenl on strike after two leading com-
mittee members had been fired for
no good reason. Management
claimed the two had taken some pills
from another worker who had then
complained to her supervisor.

I'he workers said this was a playful
incident which management used as
an excuse. The worker soon had her
pills returned and she in fact joined
the strike against the dismissals. ‘|
cannot accepl that they were sacked
over my pills," she said.

MNow workers at all Grand Bazaars
branches are complaining about un-
fair work conditions.

*Some workers were earning R 189
a month, though many of us were
good, hard workers with long service.
But management ftreats us badly.
bvery two or three months a few
workers are fired with no reasons
given,” said one of the striking
workers

Union, Yster en Staal Unie and the
Amalgamated Engineering Union.

All these unions had accepted
Highveld's pay offer. But 45 percent
of these workers voted for a strike.

A seven to wnirleen percent in-
crease was what the Industrial Coun-
cil for the metal industry had offered
metal workers in May this year. Both
Mawu and SABS rejected it

After a joint meeting with SABS,
Mawu members went out on strike.

A Mawu spokesperson said the dis-
pute was not really about whether
Highveld Steel, owned by Anglo-
American, could afford increased
wages. It was over Anglo’s policy of
forcing workers to negoliale wages
through the industrial council and
not at plant level.

Ihe SA Council of the Inter-
national Metalworkers Federation
(IMF) gave the Highveld workers it's
full support. An IMF statement said
it was ‘indeed surprising that an
Anglo American company which
recently announced record turnover
figures and a healthy profit cannot
accede to the workers demand of R2
per hour minimum wage.

University of MNatal.

In Lamontville, all schools are
reporied 1o have boycotted. In
Maritzburg, students from Sobantu
township marched 1o join protesting
students at Eastiwood High. Riot
police armed with teargas, sjamboks
and batons entered the school
premises and ordered protesters to
disperse.

School students from Bosmont,
Riverlea, Reiger Park, Kliptown,
Eldorado Park and Nigel in the Tran-
svaal boycolted classes. Many were
arrested during demonstrations

In the Indian areas students from
six high schools in Lenasia, Ford-
sburg and Laudium boycotied from
before the coloured elections until
after the Indian elections.

School and university students
were among those who suffered
heavy police action in Lenasia.
leargas and rubber bullets were used
to disperse about 1000 demonstrators
in Actonwville.

Protests from Sowelo school slu-
dents and atl Vista university and the
teachers training college intensified
on polling days.

About 4000 Turfloop university stu-
dents boycotted classes from August
22, and were joined by school stu-
dents in the nearby Mankweng
township. Medunsa students also
boycotted classes

In Potchefsiroom, about 1000
school students boycotled classes
and were teargassed and sjambokked
by police as they marched o a near-
by Indian polling station. A number
of students were detained, and two of
them are said 1o be seriously injured
and under police guard in hospital.

Detained
leaders

continue
the fight

SEVEN SECTION 28 detainees took
on the Minister of Law and Order at
his own game — and won.

Following an application by [riends
and relatives for their relcase, a Matal
Supreme Court Judge, Mr Justice B
Law, found that the minister's
reasons for detention were not suf-
ficient. In terms of the Internal
Security Act the minister has to give
detainees wrilten reason for their
detention.

Referring to Le Grange's statement
that he was ‘satisfied’ that the
detainees had attempted by their ac-
tions and utlerances 1o create a

uti i hict id
endanger law and order, Mr Justice
Law said: *His "satisfaction’ 1s a con-
clusion. What he describes as infor-
mation is in fact his reason for com-
ing to his conclusion,’

Because the minister had not sup-
plied any information on which his
reasons were based, the detention
nolices were invalid

The seven were detained on August
21, and had been served with six
month detention orders. They are
UDF president, Archie Gumede,
Matal Indian Congress (NIC) pres-
dent George Sewpersadh, NIC vice-
chairperson M J Naidoo, Mewa
Ramgobin and Billy Nair, NIC
members, Kader Hassim of the
African People's Democratic Union
and Sam Kikine.

Realising his error, Le Grange im-
mediately made oul new detenlion
orders. He added an additional
reason o the detention orders. It says
that he will not furnish additional
reasons for detention because it may
be to the detriment of public interest.

A large manhunt for the released
detainees was launched. But six of
the detainees sought refuge at the
British consulate in Durban. After
lengthy high-level negotiations the
British have agreed not to kick the
men out.

“ In the Transvaal, a Supreme Court

judge, Mr Justice H Nestadt, ruled
that there was sulficient reason to
continue detaining other Section 28
detainees. |'hey had been served new
notices after Justice Law ordered the
release of the seven in MNatal.

Another viclory was won for
detainees when a Rand Supreme
Court judge ruled that section 28
detainees could see their lawyer in
private.

Mr Aubrey Mokoena, Release
Mandela Committee publicity
secretary, brought an urgent applica-
ton against the Commissioner of
Police and the officer commanding
Inepklool Prison after the commis-
sioner refused to allow lam o see his
attorney out of hearing of warders.



STUDENTS

STUDENTS from four schools in
Daveyton on the East Rand, who
have boycotted classes since the
beginning of August, have suffered
heavy police action and the killing of
four of their fellow students.

I'heir demands echo those of stu-
dents across the country — the in-
troduction of Student Representative
Councils, the scrapping of the prefect
system, and an end to the age limit
law and corporal punishment.

Students say police continually dis-
rupt meetings they hold to discuss
their boycotts. But they have stood
firm.

On Tuesday, August 14, Patrick
Phala, a lower primary school stu-
dent was allegedly shot in the head
by police on his way home. He
remained in a critical condition for
iwo weeks belore he died.

The DET twice suspended classes
after students refused to end their
boycott as none of their demands had
been met.

The second suspension was until
August 3. On that day students
gathered in the school grounds but
didn’t attend classes. They demanded
the release of fellow students who
had been detained.

Al assembly later on, the principal
told students to return o classes.
When asked about students’ de-
mands he said he didn't have any
power o meet them. Students
became angry.

After hearing a noise at Hulwaz,
the neighbouring school, students
went to investigate. They saw
Hulwazi students had been locked in-

Nationwide student demands raised up high at mass funeral

Repression of students went beyond school gates and into the townships

side the school yard. The principal
was pointing a gun, threatening lo
shoot any student who jumped the

fence. He refused to give students the

key to the gate.

Students said police arrived and
began attacking them.

Al the same time students atl two
other schools, Davey and
H.B.Nyathi, were meeting to discuss

: —gl-PRY 1)
Thousands of students and residents defied bans to attend Daveyton funeral

their position. 1hey were interrupted
when police vans surrounded the
school where they were meeting.

Students closed the gates and asked
the principal for protection from the
police. He went to the police and
asked them to leave, but they ignored
him, said students.

Police entered the school premisecs
and began beating students and firing

ol Y
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repression in Daveyton

Funeral procession led by Cosas banner

buck-shot and teargas. Some siu-
dents passed out afler police fired
five tleargas cannisters into the
housecraft centre where they were
hiding.

Police continued patrolling the
township, allegedly firing shots.

That day, three students were shot
dead while secking cover in yards.
About 20 students were laken 1o
hospital and more than 20 were
detained.,

The parents of one of the students
who was killed said they found him
with five shots in his back.

Many were taken Lo hospital with
buck-shot stll inside them. Some
were nol admitted, but were told the
bullets would come out on their own.

Students sad the following day the
schools were empty. But they heard
that some members of the com-
munity vented their anger at the at-
tacks of the previous day by attack-
ing bottle stores and cars, many of
them belonging to councillors or rich
businessmen.

Despite restrictions and a ban on
meetings, thousands of students and
other residents attended mass
funerals for the victims.

UNIVERSITY of the Transkei
{Unitra), showpiece of South Africa’s
first independent bantustan’, is
crumbling.

I'he university closed early in July
after confrontations between police
and students,

This term, as the Indian and
coloured elections approached and
anti-constitution feeling mounted
students took up the national call and
boycottled for three days dunng the
week of the coloured elections and
the day of the Indian elections.

I'he first three days of boycott pas-
sedd uneventfully. There was a lotal
boycoll of classes, characlensed by
peaceful marches and singing.

Cops take over
Transkei campus

But the next day, residence permits
of two academics, newly elected onto
the Staff Association, were
withdrawn. Twenty-four hours later
they were deported, police came
onto campus and the SRC went into
hiding.

I'he real clampdown came afler the
weekend. Police officially ook con-
trol of student disciplinary matters

and meetings of more than three peo-
ple were banned.

On the day of the Indian election,
students boycotted classes. One Liny
incident sparked off a fierce police
reprisal.

I'he pnncipal, Professor B. Yan der
Merwe came oul of a senale
meeting, bumped into someone and
fell off his crutches,

Police then burst into the womens
residence (o chase out male students
who had taken refuge there,

Approximately 250 male students
were taken away but police have
refused 1o release a list of those held.
Al least twelve students were laken
straight to hospital, two of them had
been blinded in one eye.

I'he arrested students were scal-
lered in various prisons throughout
Iranskei. They have not been
allowed visits or food parcels.

I'he principal’'s comment on the
campus violence was that, as far as
he knew, ‘police came lo protect
those who wanted to go to lectures’.

Community
angered
at eviction

MRS MAVELA, a resident of
Veeplaas in Port Elizabeth was
forced out of her house and now
communily councillor Mr Thamsan-
ga Lindahas taken it over for
himself.

Linda is deputy-mayor of the
Kayamnandi Town Council which
controls the New Brighton,
Kwazakhele, Zwide and Walmer
townships.

Mrs Mavela lived in one of the
older houses in the township which
are much bigger than the newer ones.
Last year she was allegedly tricked
into signing forms which made it pos-
sible for her to be evicted.

People in the area are angry about
this. About | 100 people attended
mectings called by the Port Elizabeth
Black Civic Organisation (PEBCO)
and the Port Elizabeth Youth
Congress (PEYCO) to discuss this
and other community issues such as
shack demolitions, the clampdown
on shebeens and indiscriminate evic-
Lions.

Pebco's Mr Hashe told the meeting
that Mr Scholz the town clerk had
said that while shacks were a hazard,
people would be accommodated
there because no other housing could
be provided for them.

Pebco speakers also accused coun-
cillors and officials of collecting
money from residents for functions
to celebrate their ‘successes’.

Peyco president Mkhuseli Jack said
young people had to realise the suf-
fering their parents endured because
of the regulations governing urban
Africans,

Residents raised the issue of high
rents at the Pebco meeting. The very
next day the Kayamnandi council
advertised it’s intention o raise rents
and service charges in the Eastern
Province Herald. The advert said ob-
jections to the increase could be
made within 21 days.

Earlier this year the Daveyton
l'own Council on the East Rand was
forced to delay a renl increase
because it failed to give residents
enough time to lodge their objec-
tions.



ITHE NEW parliaments opened at the
beginning of September with as much
ceremony and enthusiasm as the
government could whip up. .

But pomp and ceremony could not
hide the dismal failure of the elections
which put Hendrickse, Rajbansi and
|18 others into the new parliaments.

With low polls in both elections, the
decisions and speeches made in the
House of Delegates and the House of
Representatives will sound a bit
hollow.

I'he two new houses represent a
small fraction of the population. OFf-
ficial statistics released after the elec-
tuons claim the House of Represen-
tatives will represent 30 percent of the
registered coloured voters, and the
House of Delegates 20 percent of In-
dians.

But figures released by the United
Democratic Front (UDF), which
spearheaded the boycott campaign,
show that the House of Represen-
tatives represents just |7 percent of the
coloured population.

I'he UDF points out that over 1.5
million coloureds were eligible to vote,
but only 250 000 did so. Which means
the Labour Party — under the
leadership of Rev Allan Hendrickse —
has a mandate of less than 18 percent.

And the House of Delegates has
even less credibility says the UDF. OfF
more than 500 000 Indians eligible to
vote only B3 000 did so. 85 percent of
the Indian population rejected the con-
stitution, refusing 1o vole,

And Africans — by far the majority
of the South African population —
were not allowed to vote.

I'he new tri- cameral parliament was
implemented against a backdrop of
detentions, widespread repression and
violence,

Owver 35 campaigners against the new
constitution were detained just before
the coloured election on August 22.
They included Archie Gumede, a
UDF president, Natal Indian Congress
(NIC) president, George Sewpersadh,
Iransvaal Indian Congress president,
Essop Jassat, general secretary of the
Release Mandela Committee, Aubrey
Mokoena, UDF publicity secretary,
Terror Lekota, UDF national
treasurer, Mewa Ramgobin, Transvaal
UDF secretary, Moss Chikane and
Billy Mair, an organiser of the Anti-
Election Committee and recently
released after twenty yvears on Robben
Island.

I'here were also widespread arrests
at the polls on election day. As many
as 200 anti- constitution campaigners
were arrested or held by police.

A huge police presence at the polls
tned to block the activities of anti-
clection groups. At times baton charg-
ing and firing of teargas occurred more
rapidly than voting.

I'he low polls can be seen as a victory
for anti-election forces. A UDF state-
ment said: “The government and its
surrogates have suffered a humiliating
defeat at the hands of the democratic
movement.

‘The massive stay away from the
polls in both the coloured and the In-
dian elections 18 an expression of an
unequivocal rejection of Botha's

The ‘reform’ plans met with near total rejectio

fraudulent “reforms’.

In a joint statement, the Natal and
Transvaal Indian Congresses hailed the
low poll as an enormous victory for
those struggling for a non-racial and
democratic South Africa.

‘In view of the low poll, the TIC and
the NIC call on all those “elected” to
resign immediately. We hold them as
well as all other candidates as being
pointly responsible with the govern-
ment for the violence and bloodshed
on voting day, as well as for the con-
tinued detention of our leaders,’ the
statement said.

They condemned police violence
and harassment. ‘Peaceful demonstra-
tions were met with teargas, bullets,
baton and sjambok charges. Many in-
nocent people were hurt by the police
and many delained.

Independent unions representing 300
000 workers countrywide said it was
ridiculous for the government to take
the election results as a mandate Lo go
ahead with the new constitution.

It is time this government realised
that apartheid in whatever guise is un-
acceptable to the majority of workers'
the statement said.

I'he six unions — Fosatu, Cusa,
Gwu, CTMWU, Ccawusa and FCWU
also reject attempts by the government
to blame the low polls on intimidation.

| A -

n el victim of a police baton charge Is helped away in

power of the state in support of the
elections. In addition it set out to
harass progressive organisations,
culminating in the detention of more
than 100 key activists from these
organisations.’

During the Indian election several
policemen were injured and a number
of people arrested in clashes with anti-
constitution demonstrators at polling
booths throughout the country.

Most of the clashes were in the Tran-
svaal, the worst in Lenasia. where
police used tearsmoke and sjamboks
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Boycotts, patons |

om coloureds and Indians in the

on a number of occasions.

On the moming of election day, 500
people marched from lkageng
township near Potchefstroom to the
Indian residential area. Police attacked
them with teargas and sjamboks.

In Durban, seven people were
arrested on charges of intimidation,
and NIC supporters were detained for
handing out pamphlets.

In Fordsburg, five people were
arrested during a placard demonstra-
tion. Police dispersed gatherings of 500
people in Soweto and 30 people in

5
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Lenasia. Two people were arrested. At
Jabulani, police used teargas to dis-
perse 550 people, who threw slones at
police and their cars.

In the afternoon, police broke up a
demonstration in Chatsworth, Durban,

‘The government swung the whole One of the few who voted in the coloured elections. A mere 18 percent voted UDF supporter salutes from a police car

I'HE BOTHA government must be worried,
It came up with a ‘new deal’, packaged it in

the best wrapping it could, brought in the
best salesmen it could buy, repeatedly told
the country how nice it was, — but could not
sell it.

50 the government tried pleading and
promising improvements in the future. It
threatened, brought in the police and courts
and detentions. Still it was rejected.

If Botha tries to claim he has a mandate for
his reforms, tell him this:

@1,36 million whites said "yes’ Lo his reform in
last November's white referendum;

@150 379 Africans said ‘yes' 1o his local
authonties last November;

@272 657 coloureds said "yes' in last month's
elections

@83 320 Indians said “yes' in the August 28
election.

Add those up and you get 1.8 million “yes’
votes and over 28 million ‘no’ votes. Not
much of a mandate.

Constitution: one for, fifteen a

Through a hard-fought campaign, the
United Democratic Front and other
democratic organisations have won their fight
to deny the government a mandate for s
constitution,

In the August 22 elections for coloureds,
only 272 657 people voted. The government
says this is a 31 percent mandate. But it bases
this on the number of people who registered
(809 939) rather than the total number of
coloured adulis (1 515 484).

I'hat means that over 600000 adults refused
to register, despite it being against the law,
Owver 1,2 million coloureds did not vole for
the few constitution.

The poll in the August 22 election was
lower than ever before in coloured elections.

In other words, one oul of two whites sup-
ports the constitution. But they are only 15
percent of South Afnca’s population. Six out
of seven Indians reject the constitution. Four
out of five coloureds reject the constitution.
Except for very, very few Africans, the entire
African population has refused suppont for
the new constitution.

|n other words, the government has a man-
date from only one out of every 16 South
Alfricans. 15 out of 16 South Africans have
refused to give Botha the go-ahead lor his
constitution.

S0, when people claim the “reforms’ are im-
posed on South Africa by an undemocratic
and authorilarian government, they are not

exaggerating.

In 1969, 35 percent of coloureds voted in the his own o
Coloured Representative Council elections. The ele
In 1975, 25 percent voted. And even with all  Delegates
the publicity in the new constitution elec- Only 83
tions, only 17 percent voted. | 435 095 &
In the Western Cape — where the majority  seven Indi
of coloureds live — 96 percent chose not W0 ment clain
vote. Without the endorsement of this area, But this &
the most important as far as ‘coloured 7)1) and
politics’ goes, no-one can claim a mandate.  adults whe
I'he Labour Panty, which has nearly all Amichz
seats in the House of representatives, has an  National F
even smaller mandate. It got 75 percent of new Houw
the votes cast on August 22. Only 12 percent  than he di
of coloured volers support their presence in  of seven p
the new parliament. Allen Hendrickse only stitution.
has the support of one out of five people in LN, Rex
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young woman overcome by teargas outside a polling booth

ind a low, low poll

'elections. And this was despite the SABC propaganda, police intimidation and promises

a march in Pimville, Soweto, another
placard demonstration in Fordsburg, a
large gathering on the outskirts of the
township in Queenstown and a march
on a township police station in Ger-
miston.

In the evening, two men were
detained outside an East London poll-
ing booth. Just before polling closed,
demonstrating Rhodes University stu-
dents were driven away from a polling
booth with sjamboks.

The clashes climaxed in the evening,.
Police used teargas and rubber bullets
against demonstralors in Actonville,
Benoni, an hour after the polling
booths closed. In response, police
vehicles were stoned. Three people
were amested.

In Lenasia there were sporadic
clashes between police and protesters
throughout the day. Trouble started
when police charged a peaceful
demonstration outside a polling booth.
According to eye-witnesses this was
unprovoked. Police told people they
had three minutes to disperse, but they
charged after 3 seconds. Fleeing
demonstrators were chased into shops
and houses, and beaten there.

Teargas was seemingly randomly

| shot into houses in Lenasia, and a

. clinic treating the wounded had
teargas shot into it three times.

From there on clashes continued.
Candidates and their supporters look
part in attacks on protesters, and some
journalists were assaulted.

In the evening fighting broke out
when police tried to break up a crowd
of protestors. After teargas and a baton
charge, the crowd retaliated by throw-
ing bricks at the police. The police

opened fire with rubber bullets.

Protesters overturned a police car
and threw three petrol bombs, bricks
and stones at the police.

At least B0 demonstrators were in-
jured, some seriously. Five policemen
were reported injured in the clashes
which carried on into the night.

After the low polls in the coloured
election were made known, the UDF
saud: It is universally accepted that no
free and fair election can take place in
an atmosphere of harassment and fear.

As the UDF has pointed out, these
elections were in fact conducted in the
context of an undeclared State of
Emergency.’

I'he UDF based its statement on the
huge police presence at the polls.
Uniformed police, members of the
Reaction Unit and well- known
secunty police crowded the polls,
often outnumbering candidates,
helpers and voters.

5 the second largest party in the Indian
parliament was also rejected by his con-
stituency. Seven out of eight people boycot-

gainst

Astituency.

ctions for the Indian House of
shows the same paltern.

I Indians voted on August 28,
d not. In other words, six out of
in adults did not vote. The govern-
s that 20 percent of Indians voled.
, based on registered voters (411
not the total number of Indian
 could vote (536 4135).

nd Rajbansi, the leader of the
eople’s Party, which will rule in the
e of Delegates, pot fewer votes
1 in the last SAIC election. Six out
gople in his area rejected the con-

dy. the leader of Solidarity, which

ted his election.

City Press newspaper reported a case ol
‘one man, one vole' — an Indian candidate
elected to parliament received only one vote.

In both the elections some of the voling was
questionable. It was found that dead people
had somehow cast ‘special votes’.

A special vole, is a vole reserved for people
who can't reach the polling booths on voting
day because of illness or physical disability. It
5 controlled by government-elected polling
officers. (ther people were found to have
voled twice.

If *special votes’ are excluded, only 13 per-
cent of Indians voted in the Indian elections.

While the government has tried
mathematical tricks to make the poll look
bigger, the message is clear — 15 out of every
16 South Africans do not support the new
constitution.

As Virgil Bonhgmme, head of the
United Committee of Concern which
spear-headed the campaign against
coloured elections in Natal, said:

“Volunteers who were monitoring can-
didates and trying to check intimida-
tion were hounded by squads of police.

It appeared that the more volunteers
we threw into an area, the more they
increased their own force.’

‘In many areas, if police alone had
voled, the poll would have been much

higher.’

In the Cape Peninsula — where the
average poll was four per cent of
potential voters — UDF organisers
were continually harassed. Activists
walching the polling stations to count
volers and make sure there was no in-
timidation, were chased away by
police.

Many were arrested for minor of-
fences. In one case, after being asked
to leave the polling area, a UDF
organiser sat in a library some distance

Power salutes and slogans from the ranks of anti-slection, UDF supporters

away. While walching the voters, she
was arrested for “loitering’.

Andrew Hendriks, head of the
Friends OFf The UDF which
spearheaded the campaign in East
London, said there was similar harass-
ment there.

In the coloured townships of Johan-
nesburg, there were numerous arrests
and attacks by police.

In Newclare, a peaceful demonstra-
tion was forcefully broken up. Three
women holding placards were
arrested, and the crowd surrounding
them was baton- charged. Earlier a
man who had given a ‘power’ salute
was arresied.

In Riverlea protesters who had
gathered at the polling station were
detained. In Bosmont, police with dogs
and batons broke up a gathening.

Police violence was worst in
Eldorado Park. A large crowd
gathered in the early evening at the
polling booth. Police moved in with
batons, but were repulsed. They then
fired teargas and rubber bullets, injur-
ing many people. One person was
reported 1o have been shot at point
blank range, and then beaten while on
the ground.

Controversy still surrounds the
voling procedure.

According to the TIC and NIC,
special votes were abused. These were
meant to be used by the sick, people
away from home on election day, or by
people unable 1o reach the polls.

But in the Indian elgctions, of the &3
000 votes cast, over 24 700 were special
votes. This means nearly 30 per cent of
voles were cast before polling day. In
Lavdium, near Pretona, over 70 per
cenl of voles were special votes. In Ac-
tonville the figure was 60 per cent.

Explaining this unusually high
number of special votes, the TIC said:
*There have been widespread reports
of intimidation of poor, illiterate voters
as well as pensioners who have been
threatened with loss of pensions, or
lured with false promises to vote.’

The Lawdium special votes office
looked more like an election- day of-
fice than one providing a special ser-
vice to disabled, ill or absenl volers as
defined in the Electoral Act. A man
who allegedly voted twice was arrested
and the TIC collected 23 affidavits
from people alleging irregularities in
the voles.

In some places it was discovered that
dead people had “voted’ using special
voles. In the North-Western Cape con-
stituency it was found that two dead
people had voted. In the same con-
stituency, people armving to vole on
election day were told they had
already cast special votes, even though
they had not.

The TIC amd MNIC have collected
nearly one hundred affwaviis alleging
voling irregularities. Excluding special
voles, the percentage poll in the Indian
election was 1.5 per cent and in the
coloured elections about 15 per cent.

The government found it difficult 1o
explain the low polls. Minister of Law
and Order. Louis le Grange, blamed
‘intimidators” for scaring people inlo
not volting. Another source close 1o the
Labour Party said coloured people
were “inexperienced” when it came to

voling.

Some of the parties blamed the
government, saying the detentions of
UDF leaders made it diflicult for them
o explain how they were using the
new parliaments as a “platform’ from
which 1o change apartheid.

The day before the coloured elec-
tions, Minister of Constitutional
Development and Planning, Chris
Heunis, said it did not matter if there
was a low poll. The new constitution
would be implemented no matter what
the poll but despite the total rejection
of the constitution by those who could
vote, and the many who could not, the
constitution 5 going ahead.

The government’s reform dream is
being fullilled. But for them it has
urned into a nightmare.




EDITORIAL

SNATIONAL
Apartheid’s history -

another bloody chapter

SHARPEVILLE...the name echoes with the sound of the police shots
that cut down 69 Meecing demonstrators 24 years ago.

Once again South Africans have died because they refused to accept
poverty and racial domination.

Sharpeville 24 years ago and today was a moment when the conflicts
and frustrations which are deeply rooted in South African society burst
angrily and violently into the open.

And like 24 vears ago, the explosion must be seen against a long period
of consistent and organised opposition to apariheid by those subjected 1o

~ Waves of opposition

Months of campaigning against the constitution have produced an un-
deniably low poll from which democratic South Africans could draw
strength and hope. Across the country mearly a million students in
schools, universities, technikons and colleges have boycotted in protest
against the education system, against an undemocratic constitution and
out of solidarity and loyalty to their fellows.

Township residents have stopped councils from raising rents and forced
many of these unpopular ‘leaders’ to resign.

Despite the recession, there have been more sirikes and disputes in
1984 than ever before. And there are battles begun long ago, like the
Ciskei bus boycott which is well into its second year and shows no signs
of weakening.

And there are the unseen battles every minute of every day, the struggle
to survive that forces thousands to dodge or break the law. In all these
struggles against the government and the ruling group there have been
victories. Three weeks ago the loud call for the people, and not apartheid
constitutions, to govern was one such a victory.

But the explosion in the Vaal was another tragic reminder of the bitter
price of apartheid and the determination of those who hold power and
privilege to keep it Tor themselves.

And there have been other victims. Ten have died in clashes between
students and police and the toll rises each day. Residents in Tumahole,
Davevton, Lamontville, Imbali and elsewhere have all had to bury their
dead.

Hundreds have been arrested, sjambokked and teargassed at the polls,
and popular leaders locked away.

And there are the unseem victims. Workers fired and retrenched,
sometimes for striking, sometimes because they are beginning to show
signs of organised strength. Every 40 seconds another person falls foul of
the pass laws and pays the price — [lines, imprisonment and deportation
to a barren bantustan. Most go quietly.

Protest, frustration, anger

The Vaal, however, was a loud and violent eruption. Faced with a
political system which most African people have rejected; and with ap-
palling township conditions and a budget which puts state security before
houses and comfort, the government dumped all their problems into the
laps of local authorities.

Mews of the Lekoa increase was met with protest. Residents held large
meetings and took a decision to stay away from work in protest. The
Vaal Civic Association warned the councillors that people could not af-
ford the increase.

But this fell on deal ears. And so anger grew and spilled over.

Thousands took to the streets. In the conflict that followed, frustration
and anger were directed at targets that have always been hit first —
councillors and their businesses, busses, government property, ex-
ploitative shop-owners and police.

The people of the Vaal paid a heavy price for this anger and frust ration.
But in the final analysis blame for the loss of life lies with a government
which chose to ignore people's dissatisfaction. It lies with a sysiem in
which people are not paid living wages, and where by and large the
system keeps the rich wealthy and the majority poor and working.

No peace until the people govern

But this system is looking at a rough road ahead. Getting ‘middie men’
from the community to do apartheid’s dirty work puts part of the govern-
ment's machinery in easy reach of popular anger.

Sobaniu, Edendale and Inanda in Natal have all refused to accept
Councils. Sebe cannot enter Mdantsane. If Buthelezi takes control of
Lamontville be will find it difTicult to rule.

T'he warning signs were there when the Local Authorities were rejected.
The message to the new parliaments is clear.

Tragic events like those in the Vaal will be inevitable as long as wages
are low and the resources of the country maintain the super-wealth of the
few: so long as the majority are shut off from central government.

As people in the Vaal, East Rand, Orange Free State and Natal bury
their dead, the message of Sharpeville 1960 still echoes in their minds: to
have peace, the people must govern; to have prosperity the wealth of the
mlnljn must be shared; there must be work and security, houses and
comior.
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“Rents we can afford”

- the demand spreads

IF RAJBANS] and Henrickse had
pad attention o the rough time
lown Councils in African Townships
are having, they might have thought
iwice about the new constitution.

I'he Black Local Authoribes Act s
a major part of the government’s new
sirategy. The system of Town Coun-
cils that it provides for was
overwhelmingly rejected last year.
Less than 10 per cent of township
residents went 1o the polls in the
Black Local Authorities elections.

But Town Councils are still trying
Lo make an unworkable system work.
Facing bankrupicy and debt they
have increased rent and service
charges in an atiempt to solve their
problems. Communities have refused
o pay lor a system they don’t sup-
port and can’t afford.

In Rathanda, near Heidelberg, resi-
dents forced all seven councillors to
resign at the end of July over rent in-
creases. A day later four of the coun-
cillors changed their minds.

In a heated meeting with the
Rathanda Civic Hepresentalive As-
sociation (RCRA) the four tried to
justify their change of heart by saying
the East Rand Development Board
(ERDB) had decided 1o suspend the
rent increase for 30 days wuntil
September 1.

Residents were told the council had
a R500 000 deficit and had 10 in-
crease rents. RCRA chairperson, Mr
Paul Mokoena, said residents were

Residents protest at council hikes

‘wery bitter” as they weren'l responsi-
ble for such NMinancial losses. They
wilked out of the meeting.

Mr Mokoena was approached
earher in August by two men who
said they were policemen and
warned him that he was “burning his
fingers’” by continuing o oppose the
rent increases. Mr Mokoena was
subsequently detained on September
.

Rathanda residents have vowed not
lo pay the increases, saying ERDB
lakes their money but gives them
nothing

Hesidents of Huhudi, near Yryburg
in the Northern Cape. disrupted a
communily council meeting on
August |. The meeting, to discuss the
removal of Huhudi people to

Car workers squeezed

ACROSS South Africa workers in
the motor industry are losing their
jobs. And those still employed are be-
ing forced to work shorter weeks and
take long peniods of time off.
@Ford in Pont Elizabeth has closed
s plant for a week and retrenched
425 workers;
@Amcar shut down its Pretoria plant
for a month and retrenched 3130
workers;
@Nissan put workers on a three-day
working week and laid off 324 of
them.

These three companies retrenched
over 2 000 workers in the first five
months this year. (ther companies

Imbali slams the door in Koornhof’s face

PUPILS IN IMBALI, Pietermaritz-
burg who were asked to form a guard
of honour while Dr Koornhol visited
the lownship lo inaugurate the Town
Council, boyeotled classes instead.
And while councillors tned to en-
jov this wisit from their employer,
police used teargas and sjamboks to

dnive angry demonstrators away from
the hall where the ceremony took
place.

Almost 9 000 pupils boycotted clas-

ses on the day UDr Koomhol, minister
of Cooperation and Development
paid Imbali a visit. And from 7.30 in

the morning about 1 500

demonstrators with placards
gathered outside the community hall.

For the next eight hours police and
residents clashed. Teargas was fired,
buildings and vehicles were damaged

by stones, and protestors used rocks,
burning tyres, broken glass and dis-
wsed wvehicles 10 block off streets

around the hall.

I'he home of Imbali's mayor Mr
Patrick Pakkies was stoned and
severely damaged.

Ihe next day, Muzi Morgan
Niombela was shot dead by police
after a crowd allegedly sioned a
sccurity policeman’s home. Two
others were wounded in the incident.

Imbali is the only Pietermanitzburg
township which still has a town coun-
cil. I'he Sobantu and Edendale coun-
cils have both collapsed.

cutting back include General Motors
in Port Elizabeth who laid off 129
workers and Alfa Romeo who
shoriened their working-week from
four days o three,

Al present only two molor
manufacturers are on a five-day
working week.

Ford industrial relations director
Fred Ferreira sand these drastic steps
were regreftable but necessary. Re-
centl economic measures had depres-
sed the South African economy and
the motor industry in particular.

Car sales have dropped sharply
with the increase in general sales tax.
*We see virtually no prospect of im-
provement in the short and medium
term,” Mr Ferreira said.

Eastern Cape regional secretary of
the Mational Automobile and Allied
Workers Union (Naawu), Les Ket-
Uedas, sad the union had urged
management to look for alternatives
to retrenchment.

‘Many families would be severely
hit. The motor industry should not
forgel its social responsibility  ils
vmplovees.”

laffy Adler., Naawu branch
secretary in Pretona sud it was dil-
ficult to accept retrenchments in July
and August when June was a record
month for car sales.

Pudimoe was attended by about 200
people. | |

Chairperson of the Town Council,
Mr John Dikole, told the meeting
about the removal and their decision
to meet Koornhof on Auvgust 3,
when a final decision on the removal
would be taken.

Delegates 1o meet Koornhol would
include people from the Vryburg
Chamber of Commerce, the As-
sociated Chambers of Commerce,
the Vryburg Town Council and the
Community Council.

Many residents left the meeting
after hearing that the Hubudi Civie
Association (Huca) had nol been in-
cluded in the delegation.

A speaker pointed oul thal more
than | 500 people had elected Huca
their representatives because Lhey
realised that the community council
had failed to represent them and
would never do so. Therelore any
decision taken at the Koornhol
meeting would be unacceplable.

And in Soweto the Dhepklool Civic
Association is opposing an electncity
levy of RI19 per month for every
house. The levy will be imposed
regurdless of whether residents have
electricity or not.

In addition the Diepmeadow coun-
cil is planning another monthly levy
of R19 per house to pay back a loan
they rased 1o upgrade the sewerage
system. After the Vaal unresi the
Soweto City Council announced it
would delay the electricity levy.

In a circular 1o residents the civic
association asks ‘with the low wages
carned by the majority of our people,
how on earth are we expected to pay
for the fat cheques of councillors and
redundant old white employees™

Daveyton residents won a repricve
when the town council announced a
RS cut in the proposed increases.

Federation moves
a step closer

lhe proposed new trade union
federation has been brought a big
step closer alter union represen-
tatatives met in Cape lown in
August,

A statement issued by an inter-
union feasibility committiee sad a
constitution for the new flederation
had *virtually been finalised’. A sub-
committee would now draw up a
declaration of principles and con-
sider other outstanding matters. The
feasibilily commilleee would then
meet again.

I'he following unions, representing
300 (M) workers were presentl:
Federation of South African Trade
Umnions, the Council of Unions of
South Afnca, the Food and Canning
Workers” Union, the Cape Town
Municipal Workers® Association, the
General Workers Union and the
Commercial, Catering and Alled
Workers” Umon.
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Gatsha meets
Lamontyville
stay away

CHIEF GATSHA BUTHELEZI
went 1o Lamontville this month and
held a “peaceful’ meeting with 10 (00
of his supporiers

Butl it was not a ‘peace’ the chiel
could be proud of. And most of the
supporters were bussed in from other

Lessons on
Inkatha out

INKATHA-STYLE education is run-
ning into opposition from some
Kwafulu students. Over 500 students
al Bekisisa Secondary School n
Niuzuma township near Kwa Mashu
boycotted classes for over a week
recently.

Their grievances included:
®They had 1o spend a M-minule
period on  Inkatha lessons every
week, but it was not an examination
subject. They were also required lo
join the Inkatha Youth Brigade and
wear Inkatha uniforms.
®1lwo students were expelled in
March, one for coughing during
silence at assembly and one for being
absent from prayers.

@®The bad behaviour of their prin-
cipal, Mr Magwaza. ,

I'he boycotl began on a Thursday.
Students refused to enter classes,
demanded Maqwaza's resignation
and overturned his car.

Aflter the weckend siudents
returned to the school grounds. They
were ailacked by police with teargas.
School was suspended lor another
week.

Parents decided to back the stu-
dents. They said the school should re-
open, bul warned that students
should not be wvicimised. Classes
relurned to normal the next day.

areas.

Buthelesi told the mecting that
there was ‘nothing wrong with incor-
porating Lamontville into Kwazulu.
Evenis of the previous weeks spoke
differently and led many residents to
stay away from the meeting.

After Butheles announced his in-
tention 1o visil Lamoniville the Joint
Rents Action Commitlee (Jorac)
called a meeting with him. They said
the proposed rally would not be able
to deal with the problem of Lamont-
ville and could lead to violence and
loss of hifie,

Al the Inkatha Youth Brigade's an-
nnual conference, Buthelez
ndiculed the letter, but said he would
meel with ‘“Jorac pipsqueaks’.
Delicate negotiations between Jorac
and Inkatha followed, but Buthelen
would not budge and went ahead dis-
tributing thousands of invitations in
Durban.

Violence in Hambanathi the
weekend before the proposed rally
left three dead and eight houses gut-
led.

Residents sind a |00-strong Inkatha
mob armed with pangas marched
into the township and terrorsed resi-
dents from Saturday through to Sun-
day. A school principal, Mr Alfred
Sithole was hacked to death and his
house set ahght. Iwo others, ap-
parently visilors Lo the area, were
dkko killed,

Members of the Hambanathi Resi-
dents Association (HRA) were the
target of the attacks. Richard
Cumede, Jorac chairperson, and lan
Mkhize, Jorac secretary, had their
homes burned down, forcing the
families to sleep in the open. Police
found signs of a petrol bomb in
Mkhize's gutted car.

Aflter the weekend violence. Ham-

Lamontville residents bluntly state their case. They will not live under Gatsha's rule

banathi residents fled the township
fearing further violence.As
Buthelezni's rally drew closer, Jorac
organised buses for Lamontville resi-
dents who left the township, fearing
violence.

Jorac appealed 1o the acting chiel
magistrate to stop Buthelezi's rally.
When this failed, they brought an
urgent application before the Picter-
maritzburg Supreme Court. The
court ruled that the meeting could go
ahead.

And so it did — in an almosl
deseried Lamontville, with some
remaining residents watching the im-
poried Inkatha supporters from the

TGWU looks at way forward

MORE THAN 700 members of the
Iransport and General Workers
Union (1GWLU) gathered to discusss
their progress and direction for the
coming year — and enjoyed a day of
dancing, singing and feasting.

1GWU branch chairperson Jethro
IMalisa said the siruggle of the work-
mg class was nol an ecasy one. The
governmenl seeks every means of
lightening control, while employers
take a hard line against unions. "Bul
we are happy to be united today, with
a# show of strength and a hope for the
future,” he said.

Fosatu president Chrs [Mamim
suid workers must unite in their trade
umons and stand together w ith other
progressive  organsations.  ‘In the
communities we are facing high
rents, poor Services, inadequate
schools. We must encourage our
members (o participale in opposition
1o these conditions, by joining civic
orgamisations and forming an opposi-
tion o the community councils,” he
saiid,

*We cannol expect the present
povernment o draw up a constitu-
tuon we accept,” sad Yuyo Nduna,
IGWLU orgamiser for the East Rand.
“This government will always draw
up “apartheid constitutions’. We will
never regard it as our government, he
said

A\ speaker from the Paper, Wood
and Alhed Workers Umion called on
wirkers o remember the puppet in-
stitubwns of Afncan townships

Ma Lvdia Kompe, TGWL branch
secretan, descrnibed how the unmon
|'..|1_! |._'|'|1u i in I_|'||; Ir.1||~.~. ._|.1| LT thi

*Forward with the workers struggle’ - part of the 700 crowd

past two vears, "Our last AGM was in
1=} lhen had a branch
membership of about 6K, Now it s
over 2 U0 We had no recogmition
agreements. and now we have ten,
she sand

Hut she warned workers there were
sl bagiles B0 be won "-.Iull:..:r-.llll!h:x

Wi

and MmNy LRENSPOr Companies were
sl refusing 1o recognise the unmon

| he meeting concluded with a meal
prepared from an ox slaughtered by
umicen members the previous  das
“There must be some enpovment, said
hranch chairperson [ Malsa. “h
hiving struggle

LT |

surrounding hills and the safety of
their houscs.

Buthelezi told his supporters they
would have nothing to lose by joining
KwaZulu. Bul incorporation into the
homeland could mean the loss of sec-
tion 10 rights for Lamontville and
Hambanathi residents. And the
KwaZulu government’s admussion
that 100 000 pensions could not be
paid due to lack of funds is a bad sign
for the future.

In addition to this, reports of
Inkatha mobs going door to door in
Hambanathi to check on residents’
allegiances, and allegations by
Swarziland that thousands are secking
refuge there from Inkatha harass-
ment, give Inkatha opponents cause
to fear life under the KwalZulu
government,

These are not the only reasons resi-
dents oppose incorporation into
Kwalulu. Jorac has pointed out that
the incorporation plans are part of
apartheid’s grand design to divide
South Africa, and it is this that resi-
dents oppose as well.

Clothing closed
shop opened up

Ihe National Union of Textile
Workers (NUTW) has dealt another
blow to the closed shop system.

The Garmenl Workers Industrial
Union (GWIU), a member of the
I'rade Union Council of SA (Tucsa)
has a closed shop agreement in the
garment industry which forces
workers to belong to it.

NUTW, a Fosatu affiliate, has
recruited a majonty ol workers al the
Pinetown clothing firm James North
Africa, and is recognised by the com-
pany. But workers have kept their
membership of GWIU — under the
closed shop, leaving GWILU would
cost them their jobs.

GWIU responded 1o NUTW'S
challenge by changing its constilulion
s0 that workers who joined a rival un-
wn could be expelled. They ordered
workers who had joined NUTW (o
Appear al an inguiry,

NUTW ook this ssue 1o the In-
dustrial Court, saving it was an “un-
[air labour prachce.”

I he court ruled in therr Bavour and
CGWIL has abandoned attempis 1o
expel NUTW members

Bosses take
advantage
of bantustans

A strike involving | 700 workers at
two radio-manufacturing plants in
the MNorthern Transvaal highlighted
the appalling working conditions of
bantustan workers.

Ihe workers, mostly members of
the Black Electrical and Electronic
Workers’ Union ( Beewu). demanded
a 50 per cenl wage increase, recogni-
ton of their union, an end 1o unfair
dismissals and paid maternity leave,

Their employer, Tempest Inter-
national, has plants in Pietersburg
and in nearby Seshego. The Pieter-
shurg workers are paid the Industrial
Council minimum wage of R1.53 an
hour. But Seshego [lalls under
Lebowa and so the 1C ruling does not
apply there (or in any bantustan)

lempest's wages in Seshego are M
cents an howr, or K13 g week, Com-
menting on these low wages,
lempest boss Philip Sussman sad:
“That's the only reason we wenl (o

Seshego,”

And recognition of Beewu™ 1 will
not talk to the union. | would rather
shut down the company.” he sad.

Not surprisingly, Beewu fuled to
reach agreement with management

Printers press on
with new union

I he MNational Union of Printers and
Allied Workers Linion {Nupawu ) was
launched in Sowelo recenily.
Mupawu aims to organise workers in
the printing industry, including photo
laboratories and newspaper distribu-
Lo,

Ihe first meeting elected an ex-
ecutive as follows
Alfred Misolongo, national presi-
demt; Albert Mhlungu, 1ransvaal
president; Ben Nthomben,
treasurer: Martin Mporeng,
secretary, and 1 embekile Sohluko,
additonal executive member,

*\II|‘.I“iI I Presciily orgamsmg in
the Pranssaal, but = amning 0 -
Labdish itsell matwnally ot a later

wlalgfe



REPRESSION
Deaths and detentions prop

up fraudulent constitution

As opposition to apartheid has intensified with the implementation of the new constitution, so

apartheid's opponents have suffered intimidation, assaults, detentions and death

AN IE-YEAR OLD is shot dead in
Imbali, Pietermaritzburg; an
awailing-trial prisoner is found
hanged in his cell; clashes between
police and boycotting students leave
six dead on the East Rand: a police
raid at the University of the Transkei
puls students in hospital.

All of this during election week for
the tri-=cameral parliment, the
highlight of prime minister PW
Botha's reforms.

It 15 no coincidence that reform’s
big momenl has also been a period of
inlense repression.

Al least 13 people have been killed
since the beginning of August, many
in clashes with police. And the evils
of solitary confinement have claimed
another life.

Awaiting-trial prisoner Ephraim
Mthethwa was found dead in his cell
on August 25. Police said he had
hanged himsell.

A few days before, Mthetwa's
lawyers warned authorities he was in
a disturbed mental state and tried un-
successfully to get him transferred to
a hospital for psychiatric treatment.

Police have been at pains to point
out that Mihethwa was not a
detainee but an awaiting-trail
prisoner. But detention pressure
groups argue that he was still being
held in solitary confinement, and this
wias 0 blame for his death.

The Detainees’ Parents Suppon
Committee (DPSC) reports that 572
people have been detained in the first
eight months of this year compared
with 451 in the whole of last year.
I'his increase in detenlions is seen as
a response 10 the strong anti-election
movement spearheaded by the UDF
— 119 people were detained in

August alone.

A police swoop on boycoll cam-
paign leaders put 41 people in deten-
tion under the Internal Secunty Acl.
Of these 17 were detained indefinite-
ly under section 28, while 24 were
held under Section 50.

Section 28 detainees have their
names enlered on the “Consolidated
List". ‘Listed” people cannot be
quoted, and cannot practise law.

In addition to the detentions, the
official Nigure for election- related
arrests is 152,

For example, people monitoring
elections were accused of loitering.
and holding illegal gatherings, and
threatened with charges. In
Oudishoorn, people wearing UDF
bultons were stopped and questioned
by police. A high-school student was
summoned o appear in court for
wearing an illegal placard, i.e. wear-
ng a UDF button.

Opposition 1o rent increases has
also met with a harsh government
response.

In mid-August the Rathanda Civic
Representative Association (RCRA)
chairperson, Mr Paul Mokoena, was
warned by two men, who identified
themselves as policemen, that police

Angry words in PW’s post

GOVERNMENTS AND churches
around the world have condemned
police violence during the coloured
and Indian elections.

The Duich government issued a
slalemenl expressing s concemn
about the arresis and the “violent
treatment’ of groups opposing the
new constilution.

Churches in Holland sent a
telegram to the South African am-
bassador there expressing anxiety
and outrage atl the arrests.

The MNorwegian Minister of
Foreign Affairs called on the South
Afncan government to release the
detainees, as did the Swedish govern-

Treason, ANC
links alleged

I'he tnal of Roland Hunter, Patricia
Hanekom and Derek Hanekom
resumes on September |12 after three
postponements. They face charges of
ireason, with alternative charges of
contravening the protection of Infor-
mation Act, the Internal Security Act
and the Publications Act.

They previously appeared in court
in April and in August, after being
detained in December last year.

The state alleges the three are
members or active supporters of the
banned African National Congress
(ANC), or have associated
themselves with its aims and objec-
tives or conspired with its members,

Ihe Hanekoms allegedly made
contact with ANC supporters in
Botswana in 19%1,
encouraged or assisted Mr Hunter, a
clerk in the military intelligence to
pass intelligence information to the
ANC.

ment.

The acting secretary of the World
Council of Churches (WCC) sent a
telegram to Prime Minister PW
Botha which strongly condemned the
arrests and demanded the immediate
release of detainees.

(ther political, social and church
organisations in Europe voiced their
protest against the detentions, and
many sent messages of support to the
UDF.

Ihe Prime Minister of India, Indira
Gandhi, in her letter of congratula-
tions to the Natal Indian Congress on
its %th birthday, also condemned the
detentions.

The Judge, Mr Justice D J Curlewis
put a blanket prohibition on the
publication of certain details of the
case and indicated that he might do
s0 with other information in the case.

Turf student trial

A university of the North
(Turfloop) student appeared in Tza-
neen magistrate’s court on
September 5, after being in detention
for five months. Ms Reagon Niombi
(34) was not asked to plead and the
case was postponed lor two weeks.
Ihis was her second court ap-
pearance afler being detained at the
Botswana border in March this year.

Cell death inquest
Disturbing evidence is emerging in a
MNelspruit Inguest court, where the
death of Morman Sikatane in 1982 s
being investigated.

Sikatane was arrested on
December 10, 1982, on suspicion of
robbery. He was brought to the
police station, which was only six
kilometers away, nearly four hours
later,

would “deal” with him if he continued
‘inciting’ residents against renl in-
creases. On September |, the day the
rent increases came into effect,Mr
Mokoena was detained. Police did
not confirm his detention.

An outspoken critic of the in-
creases in Sharpeville, Rev. Tebogo
Moselane, has twice had his life and
the life of his family threatened. An
Orange Vaal General Workers Union
organiser had her house stoned, and
received a threatening phone call.

The union ofTices were also stoned
and an anti-stay-away pamphiet left
there.

When all this failed, teargas, batons
and bullets have been brought out —
the conflict in the Vaal is the most re-
cent example.

Since the death of Papiki Loape in
I'habong in August eight people have
died in confrontations between
boycotting students and police.

Six-year old Thabe Sibeko was shot
dead at his home in Wattville,
Benoni. Joyce Mzame (9) was shot
dead in Daveyton.

The events over the election period
prove beyond doubt that the govemn-
ment for all its talk will not listen to
what the people say. And when the
people speak too loudly for the
government's comfort they are
brutally silenced.

Despite evidence that pain
prevented Sikatane from eating,
sleeping and going to the toilet for 48
hours, only one policeman recorded
that the prisoner had any complaints.

Policemen admitted to the court
that it ws their duty to take an injured
prisoner 1o the district surgeon. But
Sikatane was only taken lo a clinic
two days after his arrest,

A nurse al the clinic, which was
only 100 meters away advised he
should be taken to hospital im-
mediately. Instead he was put back in
his cell and died from peritonis.

District surgeon Dr E T Malan said
this was caused by a blow to his
stomach on the day he was arrested.
He sad an operation could have

saved Sikatane's lfe.
Training charge

In Durban, six youth face various
charges under the Internal Secunty
Act, including trying to leave the
country for ANC military training.
I'he six are: Thembinkosi Marrand
(23). Sibusiso Mathebula (23).

A big part of
the ‘reform’
process. But
repression’s hand

is not always 80
easlly seen

Phelelani Mshengu (24), Lucky
Mphumulo (19), Frederick Msomi
(22) and Alec Chirwa (20).

A seventh accused, Mr Ephraim
Mthethwa was found dead in his cell
on August 25

Workers convicted

GENERAL secretary of the Food,
Beverage and Allied Workers Union,
Mr "Skakes' Sikhakhane, and 26
workers were convicled in the
Polchefsiroom magistrate’s court for
holding an illegal gathering outside a
factory in the area.

Sikhakhane and the others were
arrested outside the Chubby Chicks
plant after addressing a group of
workers who claimed they had been
locked out of the factory during a dis-
pute.

Lawyers acting for Sikhakhane
plan to appeal in the Supreme Cournt
against the decision. This case is seen
as an mporiant test of whether
police can take action against un-
onists who hold meetings with
workers outside lactories during dis-
putes.

SASPU NATIONAL 12

Court-singing trial
THE TRIAL of seven people
charged with demonstrating in court
will go ahead after an application for
a discharge after the close of the
slale’s case was unsuccesful.

Helen Joseph. Heather Barclay,
lom Manthatha, Mike Roussos,
Benita Pavlicevic, Beulah Rolnick
and Kerric Sheperd are alleged 1o
have sung and given clenched-fist
salutes while court was in session
during the Treason trial of Carl
Michaus and Jansie Lourens.

They face alternative
charges of contempt of courl.

Ihey applied for discharge on
grounds that it was not enough for
the state to say they constituted a
demostration because they were in
court singing. The state had to prove
the demonsiration was connected Lo
court procedings in question.

Ihe trial has been postponed until
ecember 4.

Charges against an eighth accused,
Lucienne Hunter, have been
withdrawn.



L to r: 100 000 South African soldiers In Namibla - one for every 12 Namiblans; ‘Swapo Is the psople, the people you ses around you'; Namiblans in the SADF . .. South Africa’s insurance

Namibia’s years of agony

Namibia’'s war has been long and bitter. But 10 000 deaths have not killed Swapo. The people keep it alive . ..

SUNDAY 26 August marked the|
I8th vear of Namibia's war of in-
dependence.

Muore than 10 000 Mamibians —
one percent of the population —
have died in the war and an es-
timated 100 000 have Med the
country. Those who remain live un-
der severe restricions and daly
lerror.

I he economy s crashing. the Lind
1s devastated by the war. But the peo-
ple’s resolve to resist South African
occupation has remained as firm as
ever

South Afnca invaded MNamibia and
captured it from Germany during the
first world war, Since then it has held
on o the lerritory despile nler-
national protest

The United Nations (UN) made
several unsuccessful atlempts 10 in-
tervene. Al the same Lime a powerful
inlernal resslance movement began
Lo emerge

lhe Ovambo People’s Organisation

kiter the South West African Peo-
ple’s Organisation (Swapo) —
mobilised people in opposition 1o
forced removals, campaigned against
South Africa’s imposition of
apartherd laws in Mamibia and
petitioned the UN to compel South
Alrica to withdraw,

But international diplomatic pres-
sure and internal peaceful resistance
failed 10 produce any results.

Winning the peace

Ciuenlla operations were launched
n August 1966 after the world court
ruled that it was powerless to act
against South Africa’s occupation of
Mamibia,

I he first military engagement took
place when South African
helicopters Nired on a guerilla training
camp in Northern Ovamboland, kill-
ing two and capturing 27 guerillas.

Ihe 27 were charged two years
later under the South Aflrican
l erronsm  Act, made retrospective
especially 1o cover the case. Among
them was lowo ja Toivo, convicled
under a clause which made it possi-
hle 1o hold one Swapo member guilty
for another’s actions.

I he first guerilla operations caught
South Alrica completely by surprise

a headline in the Sunday limes
read ‘Ihd )erronists Come By Air™
It was hard 1o believe guenllas had
travelled from Fambia to Namibaa's
wesl coast, across inhospitable
lerrain, carrving weapons and sup-
plies

I he South Afrnican Defence Force
(SADEF) only had three bases in

MNamibia at the ume. | oday it has 80

Opposition inside Namibla, militant

and strong

Guerilla operations spread casl
through Ovamboland, the Okavango,
the Caprivi strip and later the Groot-
fontein district,

Al that stage the South Afrncan
Police (SAP) managed to contain the
wir, bul in the 1970°s a massive build
up of South African armed forces
hegan in earnest.

In December 1971 a massive
general strike of about 20 000 con-
tract workers spread across the
country, About 13 000 workers were
transported back to their homes in
Uvamboland, but protest continued
with public meetings and demonstra-
Lions.

I'he SADF was called in to help the
SAP crush the strike. 1his marked
the beginming of the SADF's active
participation in the war. It started
wilh border patrols, but by 1973 the
SALF had taken control over South
Alrica’s counler-insurgency opera-
Lions,

The SADF did not limit itself 1o
purely military activity. In Augusl
1973 SADF troops in armoured cars
asssted the SAP in trving 1o stop the
Swapo-led boycott of elections in
(hamboland. Even so only 2.5 per-
cent of the electorate voted

Increasing numbers of South
Affican troops were conscripted to
Mamibia and by June 1974 there
were some |5 (00 troops i the
couniry.

By 1981 there were 100 (00 South
Alncan soldiers in Namibia — one
soldier for every 12 MNamibiuns,

Angoda provided Swapo’s armed
wing. the People’s Liberation Army

of MNamibia (PLAN), with a secure
base and an enlarged fromt almost
1000 miles long. lraining bases and
refugee camps were sel up in
Southern Angola, and guenila opera-
tions became more frequent and
more effective.

In an attempl Lo counter this, in
197% the SADF launched large scale
‘pre-emplive” strikes across the
border into Angola.

In October 1977 a large PLAN in-
cursion led o a three-day battle
which lefi &) insurgents and six
secunly force members dead. Many
saw this as an indication that Swapo
was prepared 1o moved beyond sim-
ple guerilla warfare and Lo operate in
large groups.

Escalating war

lhe SALF had been expecting
small, hghtly armed groups and was
taken by surprise. 1 hey responded by
embharking on a series of ‘external’
operations to destroy Swapo’s
military infrastructure in Angola —
bused on the assumption that it was
better 1w attack unarmed refugees
than wait until they became armed
guerillas.

I he first was a devastating airborne
attack on Cassinga m May 1978
which killed 1000 refugees. 1he most
recenl was “Operation Askari® this
Veur.

After each “pre-emptive’ raid
military spokespeople have an-
nounced that Swapo’s “hackbone wis
hroken. Yet ¢ach time Swapo has
come back fighting. and even official
eslimates have pul its troop strength

Cassinga’s price was a bitier one, but Swapo
survived and grew

at about 10000 in the last six years.

UObservers say Swapo's support
among the Namibian population
makes this possible. People in the
war-zones (Ovambo and Kavango)
are described as *peasants or workers
by day and guerillas by night" — arms
are cached and civiians conduct
guerilla operations at night.

PLAN is also said 1o emphasise the
political nature of its struggle and in-
surgents work al politicising the pop-
ulation,

PLAN's ranks are continually in-
creased by refugees and recruits from
Namibia, 70 000 Namibuns are said
1o be in Angola and Zambia, several
thousand of whom are undergoing
military training. When compulsory
conscription was introduced in
Mamibia, 100 people a week were
reporied o be crossing the border,

This support for Swapo has forced
the South African government to use
both co-option and repression Lo un-
dermine it.

Ihe SADF has tried to win the
people’s hearts and minds through its
Civic Action Programme in schools
and medical and public services. But
this has failed dismally — South
Alncan troops in whatever guise, are
scen as an army of occupation and
their “civic action’ has only caused
maore reseniment,

Another sirategy has been 10
‘Namibianise” the armed forces.
Drawing Namibians into army and
police units (90 percent of Koevoet
members are black Namibians) is an
attempt 1o sow division and conlfu-
sion in the communities

Co-option s failing so repression is
used to try and crush local suppon
for Swapo. 1he most blatant example
of this is the notorious special
counter-insurgency unil “Koevoetl ',

Ihere 15 widespread evidence of
brutalities they have committed. A
commaon tactic they use is Lo pose as
guerillas, accept food and shelter
from civilians, and then punish them:.

Koevoet's reign of terror has totally
wrecked the “hearts and minds™ cam-
paign and further alienated the
Mamibian people. Support for in-
surgents has increased and church
groups have concluded that the
longer South African troops are in
Mamibia. the greater Swapo's sup-
por will be

Namibians also sulfer under harsh
securty  legislation. For example,
AGY empowers anv  policeman,
ruilway policeman or soldier 1o de-
Lain anvone al any place for M davs,
on suspicion that the person has
committed an offence or has any in-
formation.

The people’s support

Despite all this, even the South
African government plans for a
wialered-down MNamibian in-
dependence have had to recognise
the massive internal support for
Swapo.

South Africa wants an internal set-
tlement where the constitulion s
drawn up before the elections, so that
the other internal parties (the 1983
Multi-Party conference) can
entrench themselves and prevent
Swapo from forming a majornity
goverment. All indications are that
free and fair elections under UN
Hesolution 435 would resull in a
landslide Swapo victory,

I'he other part of South Africa's
strategy is for the ‘Namibianised
armed forces — trained and equip-
ped by South Africa — o take over
when South African forces have 1o
gel oul.

Swapo has stated it will never con-
sider a setllement that does not
follow Resolution 435 and will con-
tinue the struggle for “total in-
dependence and social liberation”.

lhe fact that Swapo has sustained
s war effort for |8 years against an
occupying force with far supenior war
technology and ten times its size, is a
clear indication of Swapo's
overwhelming support from the peo-
ple of Namibia,

Even ils opponents are lorced 1o
admit this — as the conservative
former editor of the Windhoek
Advertiser, Leon Kok, sud, “Swapo
s the people. the people you see
around you'.
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‘US1 GOES up. then rent, then
bread. then bus fares... It's like when
viou walk down the road and four or
fwe dogs run out of a yard and stan
snappang at you. You can kick one or
two of them, but the others keep on
coming. And the ones you kicked are
soon back,”

I his wear South Afrnicans have been
hit by an endless stream ol price in-
creases — meal, eggs and dairy
products in January, maize and train
fures in March, petrol, electricity.
water and coal in April. Add to that
increases in Lhe price of sugar, lea,
rents, hospital and clinic fees, and
hread and it is not surprising people
leel under attack.

But it is not always clear who or
what s doing the attacking.

Clearly most people have no con-
trol over the price and quality of
food, housing and transport, so a
good place 1o start would be with the
few who do.

Housing for black people has
always been lightly controlled by the
government. It has used the Group
Areas Acl, the pass laws and
removals 1o destroy communities and
force people 1o live in specific places.

It has also kept strict control over
how much money should be spent on
housing and where that money
should come from. As far back as
1922, the government decided that
African townships should be ‘“self-
financing’. Money for houses,
sewerage, roads and recreation
should come out of the residents’
pockets, in the form of rents, license
fees, liquor sales and fines.

last year George de ¥V Morrison,

deputy-minister of Cooperation said:
‘Blacks should provide their own
housing and make use of the oppor-
tunities the government gives them (o
do s0.” The government could simply
not afford Lo supply them with
- houses, he said.
Hlock Local Authorities were set up
1o lake responsibility for housing and
services in African townships. And
the new Indian and coloured parlia-
ments will have 1o take care of hous-
ing as one of their ‘own affairs”.

High rents - why?

I he new Town Councils in African
townships have inherited all the debis
and problems of the administration
boards. lhe Orange-Vaal Board
handed over debts of three-and-a-
halt million rand to the new councils.
lhe Soweto Council s now RI4
million in deb

In the face of these problems. the
Councils have urned on residents to
get them out of trouble, just as those
who opposed the Black Local
Authorities elections had warned.
For example in July, the Daveyton
Council, faced with a deficit of R1 ¥
million, tried 1o push rent up w R14,
subtenants’ fees by R7.50, burial fees
by RS and water and electricity
deposits 1o RT3,

I here is little hope that these coun-
cils or the government will build
houses 1o overcome the housing
shortage estimated to be nearly 400
(0} houses for Africans, 80 000 for
Indians and 180 000 for coloured
people. And the ‘opportunities 1o
bulld their own homes  which the
deputy-minister was lalking about
are all very expensive.

K 000 people are being moved 1o

‘Isakane on the East Rand. Only
those people who earn less than R 150
a month will qualify to rent houses.
(Mhers can apply for loans of R2 800
to build their own houses.

Ihese schemes are described as
*seif-help’ but in fact they shift the
burden of housing expenses onto
residents and away from the govern-
menl. And how can people working a
long day then come home and build
their houses’?

In Grassy Park in Cape lTown, a
plot of land costs B3 422, Loans of
between RY 000 and R7 OO0 are
available for bullding matenals. A
person building a house in this way
has to pay a R3O ‘participation fee’
and a RO “handling fee”.

Aller one month they will have o

Our money buys less each day. W

hy? Most people can’t

L to r: Basic foods are hard to afford; Money has 1o be kept back for transport to work; Some things are just luxuries now.

he hands that pick

thepeople’s pockets

Mo home and no money. And no protection from rising prices and unemployment.

pay hack the loan on the land and
alter twelve months the loan on the
matenals. A person who earns R170
1 month will have 10 pay R75 a
month for two years. That is nearly
half his or her salary

Improvements o lownship services
are also costing residents a lot. In
Soweto, all residents pay a RI7
clectricity levy, but thousands have
no power yel. In Chiawelo, 200 resi-
dents paid a R200 electnicity deposit,
bul have received nothing for eight
monlhs.

As il all these expenses were nol
enough, authorities have spent
money on things which are designed
lo improve apartheid and not
lownship conditions.

Since 1971 the administration
boards have built 47 693 houses in
the bantustans. |'he Soweto Council
which has such difficulty keeping
rents down despite all its election
promises, plans to spend R24 million
improving hostels for single migrants.

Why is transport so expensive” One
reason is that black people have been
forced o live in townships far from
the cities where they work. People
have been moved from Lustrict Six to
Mitchells Plain, Pageview 1o Lenasia,
Sophiatown to Orlando, and now
Crossroads to Khavelitsha.

Bus transport is mostly in the hands
of a few companies like Pulco,

lollgate Holdings, United Transport
Holdings and the Ciskei ransport
Corporation. Their main concern is
to run a profitable business.

I'hey increase their fares regularly,
uspally claiming that running costs
are up and taxis are taking away their
passengers. Putco's recenl increase
was based on claims that their earn-
ings had dropped steadily since 1980,

In fact most of Putco’s profits are
ploughed back into new buses,
depots and workshops. Between 1980
and 1983, the value of Pulco's
property increased from R46.2
million o RI13.7 million.The
government seems 0 accept Lhis.

Bus-fares and profits

A company wishing Lo increase bus
fares has to apply (o the Road |ran-
sportation Board. A hearing is held
where people can oppose the in-
crease, bul evidence of the profits
made by bus companies doesn’t seem
to impress the Board. In 1982,
Putco's own accountani admilted
that the company was making a
profit of 60 per cent each year, but
the increase was still passed

I he government says it lightens the
burden of increases by subsidising
hus transport. But subsidies are only
given on weekly tickets, called clip-
cards. |hese have to be used up in
orne week., A six day clip-card B

much cheaper than buying six single
lickets — a weekly card from Alex-
andra 1o Johannesburg city centre
costs KR35 whereas single lfares cost
50 cents each.

Bul someone who is unemployed,
a person doing a piece job or a
mother wishing to shop in town can-
not take advantage ol this subsidy
because they cannot afford to travel
Lo town every day.

And now the subsidy is being
reduced. In this year's budget, money
for public bus passenger lransporl
wias cut by R6¥ million.

People cannot survive withoul
food, but price rises are forcing many
to eal less and less. In May a survey
found thalt people were eating less
than they were six months before.

If rent and bus fares go up, and
wages, pensions and unemployment
insurance stay the same of nse o
sdowly, people are forced o meet
these expenses oul of food money. IT
they do nol pay their rent they are
evicted. Without money for transport
they lose their jobs.

Un top of this, the price of lfood has
nsen sharply. Food you could buy lor
one rand in 1975 now costs R2.70. A
2.5 kilogram bag of mealie-meal has
risen in price from 35 cenis 1o R1,04,
brown bread from 13 cenis 1o 3V
cents, and 2.5 kg of sugar from 45¢ to
R1.64.

Why is food so expensive? Between
the time food s produced and the
time it reaches the table, i1 goes
through the hands of various govern-
mentl depariments and private com-
panies. And this helps push up the
prices.

Maire & South Africa’s mosi im-
poriant crop, parilly because it s
staple food for millions and partly
because il affecis so0 many other
prices. Maire prnice increases this
year pushed up the cost of beel,
chicken, eggs and milk — maize 1o
feed cattle accounts for one-third of
the expenses of milk producers.

Ihe maize price Increase was
justified by the serious damage
caused 1o the crops by the drought.
But this is only part of the explana-
Lion,

Apartheid has been condemned
worldwide and the government has a
strong fear that South Alrica could
be cul ofl from receiving cerain
goods. Farmers have been lorced 1o
buy locally-made fertilizers, tractors,
insecticides and even packing-bags
s0 a5 nod to leave the country
vulnerable to sanctions or boycotls.

I his has made these goods much
more expensive and pushed up
farmers’™ cosls,

In 1982, 208 OO tons of fertiliser
had 1o be imported. lo protect local
industry. it was handed over Lo
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Shops are full, but people battle to atford what they sell. Bantustan residents suffer the most.

AE&CI for packaging and distnbu-
Lion.

1 hey sold it to Fedmis and Triomf
for 35 per cent more than they had
paid for i. Fedmis and Tromf in turn
pushed up the price to farmers by
another 24,5 per cent. When all this
was MNinished. fertiliser which was im-
ported at R20} a ton was soid al
RMI| a ton

But while farmers pay a lot for im-
poris, they are protected in other
wiays. lhey centainly don't have to
spend much on their workers. Wages
are very low — in 1982, full-time
farm workers were getting a monthly
cash wage of less than R, plus R0
1o K50 in food and fuel.

Farmers also get plenty of linancial
assistance from the government. By
the end of 1983, farmers owed the
government RS 000 million.

Fuarmers have a strong inflluence on

the price of agricultural products.
For example, SA’s 6 000 maze
producers are organised in the
Mational Maize Producers’ Organisa-
tion (Nampao).

Every year Nampo asks the Maize
Board to increase the price which
farmers are paid for their maize. (The
Maize Board is one of twenty control
boards which decide on the price of
basic foods. They are all dominated
by farmer and government represen-
Latives.)

Until two years ago, South Africa
produced huge surpluses of maize. In
|9%1 for example, farmers produced
over double the amount needed to
feed South Africa.

Ihat year the local price of maize
reached a record high. And at the
same time five million tons of maize
were exporied at a loss of R50 per
Li¥n

I his happened with other foods as
well. In January the Dairy Board said
it would be selling 9 700 tons of skim-
med milk powder to Japan and
laiwan at a loss of R21 million rand
because there was no ‘economic
market in SA at present’.

Behind food prices

But at the same time local
manufacturers pushed their prices
up. Skimmed milk powder was now
selling for R340 kg compared with
R1.13kg on the world market.

Ihe exporied milk powder could
have provided 600 000 children with
d litre of milk a day for six months —
hall a litre is enough to prevent
kwuashiorkor.

Some boards have gone 1o incredi-
hle lengths 10 keep local prices high.
In 1981 the price of eggs fell

dramatically. 'he Egg Board bought
up 700 000 eggs, then refused to put
them on sale. This created a shoriage
and forced prices up again

After going through the boards,
fresh food is refined, packaged and
distributed. All these steps add to the
costs especially as food companies
make large profits. .

In 1980 food prices rose so that
food costing one rand now cost
K130, (f this extra 30 cents, |8 cents
was a result ol increased costs in
processing. packaging. distnbution
and marketing.

I'he food industry like many others
i increasingly being dominated by a
small number of gianl corporations.
Koo-Langeberg controls 70 - 80 per
cent of the tinned fruit and vegetable
market. Recenlly a gianl sugar cor-
poration | ongaat-Hullet was flormed
which will control 70 per cent of all

sugar sales in South Africa.

I he actual selling of food is also a
profitable business. Pick and Pay's
carmings have gone up from HI1.E
million in 1973 to B48 mullion n
1983, OK Bazaars profits rose from
R34 million 1o RT0 million in one
vear,
© What has the government done o
keep food prices down? Bread has
been subsidised but this has been
decreasing.

In 1982 the subsidy was dropped
from K160 million to R15% million.
| his year the subsidy on white bread
was dropped altogether and the
brown bread subsidy was reduced
from 17 cents a loaf to 11

And price control? Last year, price
control on milk was kept for
producers but taken away for dis-
tribution. S0 with farmers getling 3}
cents a litre for their milk, cales ang
small shops were selling t for 71
cents and more.

Une of the government’s most
powerful influences on food prices
has been a damaging one. GS1 has
pushed food prices way up. Although
certain foods have now been ex-
empted from GS1, many feel this
does not go far enough. GS1 still has
to be paid on foods popular with
poorer people such as tinned fish,
soya beans and jam. And other essen-
tials such as candles, paraffin, coal
and medicine are nol exempt at all
and have become more expensive,

Rent, food and transport are just
some of the things people are paying
more for. There are plenty of others.
In the Transvaal, minimum f(ees at
clinics have been raised from Rl1 Lo
R5. In the Cape, people earning
between R0 and R300 a month are
now expected to pay R12 to attend a
day hospital.

Low wages

The majority of South Africans
cannot alford these price increases. *

Ihe average income of African
households in 1982 was estimated to
be K24 a month. The Household
Subsisience Level which is a conser-
valive figure for how much a family
needs to live was higher in every pan
of the country — R237 in Benoni,

R257 in Cape lTown, R261 in
Uitenhage and RI71 in Johan-
nesburg.

But even il wages have increased in
some cases, this gain has been cul
away by the high and growing
number of unemployed in South
Africa. Some estimate South Afnca
has nearly three million unemployed
people, nearly all of them black

I he unemployment insurance lun..
does not provide adequate support.
Many workers and workseekers can-
not join the fund at all. including
school-leavers looking for their first
jobs, seasonal workers, farmworkers
(who number around two mibon).
and South Africa’s 800 000 domestic
workers.

As a result, only about one-third
South Afnca’s workers are members
of the LIF.

Even those who are members do
not get enough to live on. They are
only allowed to collect UIF for 26
weeks in each year. And the system
for paying workers out is inefTicient
and uncooperative — in 982 only
136 160 workers managed to get LIF
payments.

S0 the burden of supporting ur-
employed family members falls on
those lucky enough to have jobs.
Surveys in Sowelo show that over
half of all households make payments
to dependants, especially 10 people
living in the bantustans.

A new constitution will do nothing
to protect people from nsing price+
and low wages. Like community
councils and bantustan governmenis,
the new parliaments will have to
solve problems like the housing shor-
lage with no control over the money
needed Lo do this.

And, as always the power of bus
companies, farmers. food manufacs
lurers and employers o push up
prices and keep wages down is lefl
untouched



i L By

g

DIARY

While all eyes were on the ballot boxes...
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#Police confirm that & suspected
guerrilla was killed n & shootoul in
Mapetls, Soweto on the weekend., The
man, whose name is wilhheld, was
allegedly responsible for a limpet mine
explosion in Hoodepoort & week before.
BA memorial service s held Tor Ruaih
First at the Fduardo Mondlane L niver-
sity im Vlaputo. First, am exiled Sowth
African sctivist and writer, was sssas-
singted by & letter bomb in August 1982,
@9 (N Fawt Rand pupils remain on
boycolt in spite of an witimatum from the
Department of Education sad Training
(DET) threatening closure of their
schools. The total sumber om bovoolt
natioawide rises to 3 DD,

W Three explosive devices are found on
railway trucks in Langlangte near Johan-
meaburg. Police remove and defuse them.
#A Swazl delegation bolds islks with
Foreign Minister Fik Boths to defluse ris-
ing tension mlong the border between
Swazilend and Ingwavuma. Swaziland
claims 7 000 reflugees have Med
Ingwavema (0 cscape Inkatha intimida-
tion,

@The Trade Union Council in Britain s
handed a resolution from ome of its
members, the Amalgamated Linion of
Engineering Workers, calling on member
unions ‘to uwse all meana available 1o -
sure that a British government does not
agiain play bost to & white South Aflrican
prime minisier.” The resolution later woa

. majority sapport sl the TUC Congress.

- R T L

____-1uesday August 271

il it

. @1 200 workers at the Dunlop factory in

"

Durban, all members of the Metal and
Allied Workers Union | Mawa ), are Tired

| soon alter voling o embark on a legal

strike.

@ Tembisa students attack the bomes of
the mayor and ome of the town coun-
cillors. Police use teargas and 11 people
are arresbed.

A strike mvoving 1 500 workers o
Lever Brothers brings the number of
sirikers in Durban to 3 0040,

®Alter wage negotiations at Anglo-
American Highveld Steel reach deadlock,
T8 percemt of the workforce voles for 2
legal sirike. Workers af all races vole in
the balloi which b jointly organked by
Mawu and the South African Boiber-
makers Socheiy.

®lt s revealed that & total of 76 people
have been execubted this year. Another
ITH are still on Death Row.

@A Cradock teacher, Mr G Fort Calata,
is dismissed from his job by the DET. Mr
Calata has been in security police deten-
tion for five months. He receives no pay
for the time spenl in prison, according o
i wile.

@Nominations for the Edendale Advisory
Hoard close with no candidates ofTering
themselves for election. This leaves Im-
bali as the only township in the Pieter-
maritzburg area with s functioning coun-
cill.

®Workers ai the Daisan Nissan plant n
Pretoria are put on & three=day working
week, This B to hold off retrenchments
but reduces the wages of the 4 940 hourly
paid workers. (dnly two motor car
manufacturers are still working & five day
werk.

®A mab of 2 people. belicved to be
Inkatha suppoeriers, altacked the homes
of Joimi Hesidents Action ommitier
iJurac) officials in Hambanathi. 1he
houses of lan MVikhice and Richard
Gumede are stoned and MEbize's car is
sl alight.

#Folice st wp 15 rosdblocks in and
around Johsnneshurg,

@' Ilegals” living inm shacks at
Meadowlands Hostel in Soweto are
warned by the [Nepmeadow Town Coun-
cil to beave the area within two weeks.
®lhe offices of the Chemical Workers
Indusirial | nisn in Evander are ran-
sacked by unknown people. (W]
organises workeis at the Sasol Two and
Fhree plants in Secunda, Earlier a CWIL
official received & desth threat.

@ The number of anti-clection sctivists in
detention reaches S0,

WI52 students are arrested for differing
lengihs of time.

@FPolice Mre bullets, buckshot and tear-
smoke at boycotting students im
haveston,

@ Ihe government announces [hai South
Africa’s Mirst nuclear power generator at
Koeberg B mow in fall use after delays
caused by sabolage.

@A govermment spokesperson savs H7,5
million will be spenl on renovaling the
L'nion buildings.

®Police arrest & 24-vear old man in con-

- nection with the petrol bombing of & new-

Millions said don't vote - the constitution won’t change the system. While
everyone watched the polls, life in South Africa went on in the usual way
... and proved the boycotters right

Kangwane ang Koornhot - friends again

Iv elected MMy home in Ravensmead.
Cape liwn,

SDET offices in phirton, Johan-
nesburg, are damaged by & limpel mine
blast.

®indian pupils boveotting classes in
protesi againsi the elections are
suspended indefinitely by the directorate
of Indian Education.

®The Diepmeadow Town Council
threaiens to forcibly remose | 0H) shack
dwellers from the Miimhlophe |ramit
camp in Sawelo.

#Workers on & go-slow for higher wages
al the Goodyear Company in Litenhage
are lired.

@A managing-director of the company
which owms Penge mine discloses Tgures
which shaw Bl per cenl of the workers al
the mine are exposed o guantities of
ashestos fibre which would be considered
unsiale in other cosntries.

@1 5 Imbali residents and students
demonsirate againsi a visit o the
township by [Dr Fiet koormhol. Police use
sjamboks and teargis o disperse & crowd
gathered owiside the hall Koornbol had
been invited to open.

@ The regional offices of the SA Railway
Police ia Johannesburg are severely

Publeihed by the South Afncen Students Pres Unioas, 9 e Kome Seeet, Braamiosieon, bohasneibarg

Aents conflict

damaged by & bomb blasi. Five people,
fowr of them railway policemen are in-
Jured.

®An Imbali vouth is shot dead and two
others wounded by police after & group of
residenis allegedly siomed & securiiy
policeman s hise.

B8M Thabong students are released on
K2 bail after appearing in & Welkom
Hegional { oar,

®lwo proflessors from the | niversity of
Iramskei (| nitra ) are deporied and es-
corted out of the bantusian by police. Sou-
dents bovcott lectures in protest. Eight
U mitra lecturers have been expelled in the
past three monihs,

®5muth African technicians withdraw
from talks with Lesothe on a HI 004
million water project. A Lesothe govern-
ment spokesperson describes it as an at-
tempt to force them into signing an
“komati- sivle peace paci.

B5wari police arrest Mive ANC members

®Ephraim Thomsanga Mthethwa, 12, is

No-vote countrywide

for illegal possession of ammunilion.

@ iskei president Leanox Sebe =ays
there will be no feasting during this year's
independence celebrations, People must
fast 1o belp pav for & new alrport.
5wapo’s Sam MNujoma sccuses South
Africa of dismantling ™amibia’s southermn
raillway line in order to make it more
dependent on SA owned Walvis Bay.
@11 publicity secretary Terror Lekota
and 16 oibers are given six-month deien-
tion orders.

i

#li is reporied that 12 firms have gone
completely bankrupt every day Tor the
past Tour monthes,

#The Technical Advice Liroup warns that
200 (00 people in the North-Eastern
Iransvaal may have been exposed io
dangerous levels of asbestos and risk get-
ling lung cancer.

@{ver 1 INM) people dely & magistrate’s
bhan and sitend the faneral of Hendrick
“kuna in Tembiss. Skuna was killed in
clashes between police and students ot ihe
Mabopane Technikon earlier in Awgusi.
@Minisier lowis le Grange announces
that simce August 1E, 17} people have
heen held in conneclion with sati=clection
activily.
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found dead i his cell in the Durban
Central Prison. Sihethwa of Lamont-
wille, and six others were Mecing charges
under the Internal Security Act,
®#Maoss Chikane, Transvasl UDF
secretary is picked up by security police
al hin Vamelodi home and detnined under
Section I8 of the Internal Security Adl.
@l hree people are hacked to death and
three howses set alight in Hambansthi.
Ihose killed and those whose homes are
destroyed are all members of the L/DF
and Jorsc.

Monday August 27

8 The governor of the Keserve Bank Dr G
de Kock warms that the government will
have to cut public spending.
@®LUnited MNations secretary-general
Javier Perez de Cucllar says South
African insbsience on linking 8 Mamibian
seithement (o the withdrawal of {uban

ircops from Angols s making implemen-
tntion of Resolution 435, the LN plan for

indépendence, imposaibbe.
®Namibian Christian Democratic Party

B5even long-term political prisoners at

A legal smilt B Mled against secoeaaful
Laudium candidate Boetie Abramjee. It
concerns  alleged

aliocation of plots while Abramjee was
the chairperson of the Laodium Manage-
ment {ommiltes.
@Workers st Dunlop in Benoni down
tools in sympathy with fired Dunlop
workers in [Durban.
@ Contract workers, fired after striking ot
& Cape Town factory, are arresied for be-
ing in the Cape illegally.

AL least M0 Linitra students are hauled
from their beds st daybreak, bston-
charged by Transkel secwrity police and
beaten wp belore being arrested.
Authorities give no explanation for the
rabd. Unitra is declared officially closed
uniil Sepiember 11.
BThe SA Council of Churches reveals
that three new resetilement camps have
been set up near Ladysmith.
@Brigadier JO Coretsee, Divisional Com-
missioner of the Soweto police. praises
the “restraint and patience” showm by
police st the Lenasia polling booths.

.

®Three people are killed and several
trealed for bullei wounds after violence
erupis in Davevion and Kailchong,

@A 19 year-old is shol dead in Thokora
and iwo oihers injured.

B5ccurity police seize a8 large cache of
weapons and explosives in Sowelo,
#FPolice recapture security detainee
Justice Ngidi who escaped in June.
@5helters st KTC in the Western Cape
are torn down again as talks between of-
ficials and squatters break down.
®Uiskei police detain Mdantsane at-
torney Joe Tulani and three others.

@1 ieter and Ruth Gerhardt, convicied of
treason last year, are refused leave to ap-
peal.

SKaNgwane B given ‘sell-governing’
siatus, one step away from taking
*independence”.

SHeverend Tebogo Moselane, an oppo-
nenl of communily councils in the Vaal
area, is attacked for the second time.
BPFW Botha meets U'S Secretary of Staie
Chester Crocker to discuss “the pesce
process in Southern Africa’.

® Thiewe members of the Seshego Ex-
ecutive Commitiee of Azrapo appear in the
Pietersburg magisiraie’s courl charped
with putting up antilection posiers
wil houl permission.

®Ngoye siodents boycolt classes in

protest against the barring of 11 students
from the wniversity.
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