SASPU

il

South African Studen

%,

MASSIVE demonstrations and
violent confrontation has greeted a
nation-wide increase in township
rents

Communities in all four provinces
have responded in a massive show of
organised opposition Lo the unreas-
onable rates they are being forced to
pay for inferior housing

Demonstrations against the huge

é
L

Voilence erupted at a recent Federation of South African Women's demonstration against Soweto rent increases

onf@ntation at demos as
rents rocket to all-time high

TENL INCTEASCS _—_j.g__s.umF ﬂ_v;is as
much as 300 percent — have led to

clashes between angry residents and
police. In most cases te implement-
ors of the increases — the governm-
ent created community councils —
have been forced to back down.

In Soweto, thousands of people
turned out to voice their opposition
o rent increases imposed by the
Soweto Council leading to demons-
trations in which at least one person
died and many were injured.

In Durban, entire communities
have rallied to the call put out by the
Durban Housing Action Commmit-
tee to boycott rental payments. The
city council was forced to back
down.

Township residents in Port Eliza-
beth nine months ago refused to pay
the increased rates. Despite contin-
ued harassment they are still stand-
ing firm in their protest.

The story is the same all over the

Borraine responds to Gatsha jibes

Tents and tin privys in ‘typhoid town’

country — in Bloemtontein, Vosloo-
rus, Sharpville, Pietersburg, Cape
Town and elsewhere.

What these dispersed areas are
protesting against is:
® rent increases of up to 300 percent
® community councils which have
not liaised with the communities
before rent increases.
® gvictions when rents are not paid
® inferior housing
® prestige schemes by the.council to
bogst their own images and which
benefit only a few, and
# the housing shortage.

“Away with Community Coun-
cils,” is the common cry. As a
resident of Phoenix said, “we want
representation from people who
have lived and suffered with us —
nol community councils elected on
a six percent poll or state-nominat-
ed local Affairs Committees.”

Its all inside

Tempers flare as rents rocket

Crazy nights with the Jazz Maniacs
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This feeling has been reinforced
by the rapid growth of independent
rate payers associations. The bodies
differ from the community councils
in that they are based on firm
grassrools support.

Because of this they have been in
the forefront of the battle against
rent and rate increases.

Decisions to act have been taken
by the communities as a whole. Mass
meetings of a many as 2000 peple
have decided, with the elected
committées,on what form their
resistance should take.
® The Lebowa government was
forced to drop rent increases by the
popularly elected Seshogo Village
Committee.

The Committee claimed that
“rent increases are totally unjust
because wages are so low and were
not increased too.”

® The Durban Housing Action
Committee (DHAC), a body elected
bv residents who have labelled the
government-created LACs as “irre-
levant™ has twice forced the Durban
City Council to postpone rent
Increases.

Thas Sigh of Phoenix claims that
thousands of people are starving
there. “Here we worry aboui remt
first only later can we think about
clothes and food. And vet the City
Council and the Local Affairs
Committees discuss multiracial
swimming pools, tarred roads and
the lack of robots.™
® The Zwide Residents Association
has led the people of Zwide in a total
rent boycott which has lasted for

i dg
Soweto says no to rent increases

cigth months.

One resident has not paid his R33,
|1 monthly installments since Octo-
ber last vear because 1 feel that [
should not deviate from the decision
taken by the residents. Unless the
board reduces the rent to RIB a
months we shall boycott.™

® In Soweto over | 000 people led by
the Federation of South African
Women and a number of indepen-
dent ratepayers’ associations attend-
ed to confront the “mavyor” of
Soweto, David Thebehali, to force
him to withdraw the rent increase.

The protest coincided with the
soweto Community Council “free-
dom of the city™ award to Piet
Koornhof, the Minister of Co-
operation and Development.

The demostating crowd which
later grew to 6000 carried banners
which said “Thebehali is killing us™.

The independent ratepayers’
association have been distinguished
by the massive popular support they
have received. This is in marked
contrast to the largely discredited
state-appointed community coun-
cils. -

Residents have learnt that it is
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only through unity and hard strug-
gle that success will be achieved.

Although individuals have hara-
ssed and intimidated by adminisira-
tion boards, when the commumnity
has rallied to their support the board
have been powerless 1o act.

A Women's Action Committee in
Cape Town came together and
stopped a woman from being taken
out of her house.

hey broke the locks and moved
the furniture back into the house
from the street. The residents then
guarded the house from the police.

“When they refused 1o leave her

* husband was put jail. But the people

fought and got him out.™

The rent increases and the protes-
ts have not been confined to the
urban areas.

At Mandlo Township near Vry-
heid. which 15 a resettlement area
falling under the KwaZulu Govern-
ment, thirty-five thousand people
owe more than R200 000 after
bovcotting a rate increase which
came into effect in January last year.

Only 1.5 percent of the 2000 plot
owners in the township are paying
the increase rates, raised from 84
cent a month to R6.40 a month.

Ten out of the eleven members of
the township commiitee were forced
1o resign, but a special residents
committee failed to persuade the the
KwaZulu government to scrap the
INCrease,

The former “mayor™ of Mondlo,
Mr Paul Nhlapo who was blamed
for the rent increase, now lives in
fear of his life after being shot twice
by an anonymous sniper.

Struggle against the rent increa:cs
and for better housing echo the
demand that there “*be housing.
security and comfort for all.™

Many protesters have guoted the
Freedom Charter: *All people shall
have the night to live where they
chose to be decently housed and to
bring up their families in comfort
and security.”
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2 dead,16 injured in Bloem student unrest

Since the beginning of the vear
two Bloemfontein students, J Scjake
and J Makokoto, died as a result of
gunshot wounds and 16 people have
been wounded. police sources have
said.

At one stage in the schools
boycott there the entire police force
in the northern Free State was place
on alert after police opened fire on
rioters in the black township of
Batho. Two women were reported
injured by the Acting Divisional
Commissioner of Police in the Free
State.

He also claimed that cars were set
alight and that passing vehicles were
stoned. Black schoolchildren, he
said, were on the rampage. and a few
stonethrowers were held for

questioning.

A police statement said: “Pupils
have barricaded the roads and
stoned wvehicles. An  unidentified
black has been found with a bullet
wound in his leg.”

All bus services into the township
were stopped.

A white national serviceman was
seriously injured when he was
attacked by a group of blacks who
hijacked his military vehicle. Police.
who followed the vehicle into the
township. opened fire on the group
when they attacked.

These incidents flollowed a
massive boycott of schools by Batho
students in protest against Bantu
Education,

The boycott started when they

protested against the detention of
one of their teachers, who was

subsequently released and then
redetained,

One of the students commented:

“The struggle took shape and the
students resolved that they no longer
wanted Bantu Education.
*It 1s an inferior type of education
calculated to make blacks good
servants of the white minority rulers
ol our beloved land™, he said.

Police stopped marchers
protesting against Bantu Education,
The police baton charged the
students and two students were shot
during the demonstrations.

Both of these students were given
“heroes funerals™ where large
demonstrations took place.

Westville gets its first SRC
after eight years of struggle

The eight vear struggle for an
independent SRC at the Umiversity
of Durban-Westville has ended. In a
highly contentious election held four
weeks ago an SRC which will be
governed by a constitution drawn up
by students was elected on a 42%
poll.

This is seen as a victory for
progressive students. No SRC has
existed on the Westville campus
since 1972 when students voted to
boveott all extra-mural facilities of
the university. The boycoit was in
line with the Natal Indian Congress
rejection of state-created
institutions.

In 1978 a group of students
decided. that it was important that
the facilities of Thewniversity be used
to mobilise and politicise students.
They attempted to set up an SRC
which was independent from the
university administration.
Administration refused insisting
that an SRC could only be formed if
il was prepared to serve under the
control of and with a constitution
formulated by admin officials.
Durban-Westville students rejected
these conditions.

A constituional committee was set
up by progressive students in 1979 to
draw up an SRC constitution and
pressurise admin to accept it. | hey
managed 1o mobilise a great deal of
support on cCampus cand  at the
beginning of 1980 won a successful
orientation week (one of the first
student organised events in eight

vears).

Their hard work and mobilising
capacity forced the administration
to accept the constitution drawn up
by them and elections were
scheduled for Jume. Due 1o the
school bovcott they were cancelled
and linally held in September.

The constitutional committee sat
with a fair degree of criticism for
orgamsing and pushing for an SRC.
They were called sell-outs and
collaborationists. A section of the
student population called for a
boveott of the clections.

Twenty candidates stood for the
hiteen available places in the SRC.
All stressed that participating in
state-controlled institutions did not
imply acceptance of them.
Participation in the SRC was a
tactical move to enhance the
struggle they maintained.

“Depending on the material
conditions (the level of organisation
and conciousmess of the student
body) we have to develop the best
means (o accomplish the objectives
we set out to achieve,” said one
candidate.

Due to the splits which emerged
on campus following the SRC
elections the SRC called three
elections the SRC called three mass-
meetings at which the issues were
thrashed out. At the last meeting a
compromise resolution was passed
by the great majority of the students
which in the struggle. 1ne nrst
ciecuon of the SRC newspaper
warned against the dozens of the
“state exploiting the contradictions

and differences amongst groups on
campus”™ to further their own ends.

Messages of solidarity have been
received from many quarters.
George Sewpersadh, the Natal
Indian Congress President, praised
the Westville students for the
creative wayv in which they resolved
the potentally damaging splits on
campus. A survey after the meetings
also showed that a far greater
number of students had conhdence
in the newly elected SRC then than
at the time of their election.

The SRC has dedicated sell 1o
struggling for a democratic South
Africa. As the President stated in the
SRC newspaper: “In the struggle for
a democratic society our people
have learnt two important lessons ...
that it is only through struggle that
we will achieve victory and the only
effective way to stuggle 15 through
unity™,

“We as students musCcontribute to

the struggle for a just and
democratic sociely. As a sector of
our people we have our own
gricvances against the education
system which have led to the mass
boveotts of education institutions.
Although the importance of the
student struggle cannot be denied, it
is the struggles of the workers at
factories and the communities that is
fundamental to the creation of a
democralic society. Thus the role of
the students is 1o both forward their
grievances against the educational
system and tw actively contribute to
the broader struggle for a
democralic society” .

.. |
UN told to declare

Namibia independent

under Swapo

Namibia should be declared
independent immediately, and
should be admitted to the United
Nations under Swapo’s leadership.

This was suggested by Akporode
Clark. Nigerian representative at the
United Nations, at a special meeting
recently of the UN Council on
MNamibia.

He also proposed that the Securi-

ty Council adopt obligatory
!'-Hm'.:ll:ﬂl'lh against South Africa in
addition 1o the arms embargo

already in force.

Mr Clark's suggestion coincided
with an announcement by Swapo
that black Africa will be calling for
mandatory sanctions against Preto-
ria within weeks.

The Swapo announcement came
after news that the UN mission to
South Africa had failed to reach
agreement on a ceasefire date with
Botha's government.

leadership.

Swapo has now launched an
offensive 1o stop Western powers
from vetoing a boycott.

Briefing diplomats and journalists
in Mew York, Swapo's chief repres-
entative, Mr-Shapuua Kaukungwa
said the Western peace initiative was
now “indisputably dead.™

“The talking is over, "he said. “Tt
is now time for action.”

The South Afncan regime was
neither serious nor sincere, he said.
It did not want a peaceful settlement
in Namibia, and would have 1o be
forced out.

Nr Abdula Mintv, the Anti-
Apartheid Movement honorary
secretary, said fresh sanctions
demands would be made this month.

He is a member of the special
delegation which will take the
demands to the African group in
New York from the Namibian
solidarity conference in Pans two

months ago.

The delegation, led by Senegal’s
foreign minister Mr Moustapha
MNiasse, has already been to the UN
General Assembly this session.

But it decided to shelve its
demands pending the outcome of
the UN mission to South Africa.

Mr Minty noted that the strongest
reaction 1o sanctions was coming
from the British government.
Swapo's supporters had to exert
pressure on  Whitehall 1o get
effective action. he said.

The British foreign office would
not comment this week on the
outcome of the UN mission, How-
ever, officials pointed out that the
mission’s leader, Mr Brian
Urghardt, had not agreed with
reports that talks with South
Africans had broken down.

Taking the Paris conference line,
Swapo 1s making maximum propag-
anda use of the 14th anniversary of
the UN General Assembly’s revocat-
ion of South Africa’s mandate to
administer the territory.

Their campaign will climax with a
mass public meeting here on Decem-
ber 10 — UN Human Rights Day —
addressed by Swapo’s president Mr
Sam Nujoma.’

During the boycotts a Parents
Committee was set up by school
inspectors and social workers.
“Bantu Education is not much
different to white education.
Students should go back to school
because to abolish Bantu Education
15 a long-term process,” they said.

But the students rejected the
body, calling its members “quislings
and puppets” and they continued
the boycott.

A black policeman, Deective
Sergeant Kwatelo was attacked by
black youths. He was assaulted and
his pistol taken.

Another black policeman,
Constable Selisa was seriously
assaulted by a group of vouths. He
was set alight by the vouths and he

ay,

JOHN GULTIG — NUSAS PROJECTS OFFICER

“When 40 odd parcels sent to 3 destinations on 2
one is surprised. When the booklets are
tate a few days later — before they have
been distributed — one becomes suspicious. But

dates go missi
bﬂnnedgﬂby rheng

later died in hospital.

A third, Detective Sergeant
Majaka had his home gutted after it
was set alight.

Students in Bloemfontein are
reported to sull be boycoluing
schools with the support of their
P.H.l'cl'l[!i-

® The bulk of the text received from
our correspondent in Bloemfontein
cannot be published in terms of South
African police and publications laws.
This article was limited 1o
information acknowledged by the
South African Police.

-
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airport afficial says, “It happens everyday..."!l!!
The strange case of the

Nusas handbook which went
missing before being banned

Somebody at SAA. has a secret
craving for student publications, or
s0 it would seem when a major
consignment of NUSAS publica-
tions bound for the various affiliate
campuses, disappeared mysteriously
while in transit.

The consignment bound for
Johannesburg, Durban and P.E.
consisted of 100°s of copies of a trade
union dossier, a student benefits
handbook and a poster, that
NUSAS hoped to sell on the
campuses during October.

But October has come and gone
and the consignment which was
given to SAA on the 8th of that
month, has like the Lusitania
disappeared without a trace.

Frustrated NUSAS office bearers
at the vanious centres have been
fighting, threatening and pleading
with all manner of airport
burcaucrats to lind a clue. To no
avail, and now airport authorities
have  thrown up their hands and
confessed, “We don't know where

Kaunda told

Kenneth Kaunda's government will
have to introduce programmes o
serve the interests of most Zambians
if it is to survive, according to the
Kenyvan Daily Nation.
Commenting on the president’s
wouncement of a thwarted coup
attempt, the gl said the govern-

they are!™ Also, security police
sources at all centres have denied
siezing the consignment.
Meanwhile as if the loss of their
year end media blitz was not enough
for NUSAS, the Publication
Directorate banned all the absentee
publications, despite the fact that
none had ever seen the light of day
on any of the campuses.
Particularly surprising is the
banning of the student handbook, a
rather innocuous collection of
student benefits from A to Z and
oddities like sprouting granola.
The committee gave as its reason
for banning a sectiin on
contraception which the committee

said. “would encourage ‘sexual
promiscuity” .
NUSAS have appealed against the

banning and a decision should be
known by next week. Meanwhile
they have also put in a claim for R3
300 to SAA for the publications that
*flew their own way and not SAA".

to watch it

ment was faced with serious political
and economic problems which in the
past it had donk little to contain.
“Whether his government survi-
ves will depend mainly on whether it
can begin to have programmes
which will be seen 1o erve the
interests of most Zambians.™
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Nusas President replies to Gatsha allegations

“Chief Buthelezi’s time could be
better spent critically evaluating the
role of his own organisation during
the mass campaigns of resistance
this year, rather than make petty
comments about police infiltration
into NUSAS,™ said Nusas President
Andrew Boraine this week.

He was replying to the latest
attack made by Buthelezi on the
MNational Unionol South African
Students (Nusas) when the chief
addressed the -quarterly meeting of
the South African Black Alliance
(SABA) in Port Elizabeth last week.

Buthelezi, referring to Nusas, said
that it was bad enough 1o be
infiltrated by police agents but "0
be run by them for years is much
worse in the sense that they dish out

money to black organisations, in the
name of white radicalism.”

“Watch out for these so-called
white radicals, particularly within
Musas circles,” he said.

“There are some of us who have
so far escaped being assisted
financially by the special police of
South Africa under the guise of
white radicalism™ the homeland
chief said.

In reply Mr Boraine said he found
it strange that the chief could talk so
easily of financial assistance from
the special police when Inkatha's
reply 10 the Release Mandela
Campaign and its total and ruthless
opposition to the nation-wide
schools boycott labeled it so
patently as servants of the State.

Gatsha Buthelezi ...
yet another attack

“Riot police were used in the
Transvaal, E Cape and W Cape to
quell the protesis of studenis. In
Matal, Inkatha impi's did the job.
The widescale intimidation by these
people actually led to a court order

being sought by anxious parents 1o
protect their children from
Buthelezi’s army,” he said.
Inkatha obviously does not have
to bother about police infiltration —
what need 15 there to infilitrate an

organisatin that does the States diny
work for it?™

Boraine maintained that it was
common knowledge that these
organisations who stand n genuine
opposition to Apartheid
“‘progressive organisations working
for a non-racial and democratic SA™
— will have 1o live with police
infiltration as well as other forms of
state oppression such as bannings
and detentions,

“The real issue is not whether
organisations are infiltrated or not,”
claimed  Boraine. It is the reason
why they are infiltrated and how
they are able 1o overcome this
obstacle — which is no more than an
accepted hazard for South African
progressives — that is important.”™

DESPITE the fact that Nelson
Mandela has been in jail for 16 years,
his spirit continues to influence
thousands of people, and his unseen
presence strides South Africa like a
colossus.

This was said by Paul Davids,
member of the executive of the Natal
Indian Congress and of the Natal
Free Mandela committee, af a
packed meeting "held at Wits to
commemorate October 11, the
International Day of Solidarity wath
South Afncan political prisoners.

Davids told his audience that men
like Nelson Mandela, Walter Sisulu,
Govan Mbeki, Ahmed Kathadra,
Dennis Goldberg and others were,
in the final analysis, in the
Government’s prisons for their
ideas. And ideas, he said, could
never be contained by bars.

He said that a focus on the ideals
of these men was a focus on the

historic Congress of the People at

Kliptown in 1955, and the Freedom
Charter that emanated from it.

“We join with our geople in this
_country. by declaring that our
:nuntr:.r will never be prosperous or
free until all our people live in
brotherhood enjoying equal rights
and opportunities’, he said.

*That is why Mandela and all the
other political prisoners must be
released. 1 waste time if | take the
classical line that the government
should release political prisoners
because a show of mercy and
clemency i1s a show of the extent of
its own power and strength and its

g ldunncmcnt

“Both sides in the conflict in our
country are equally powerful — the
government forces in their armoury
and the African National Congress
in its numerical support and the
support of its ideals. The
government offers a place in the sun
for a privileged few. The African
MNational Congress offers a place for
all South Africans, black and white.

“Therefore reality must be faced
and the two sides must talk as
equals. Zimbabwe offers - the
immediate reason why this talking
must take place urgently. We all
want peace. The majority of us want
freedom, justice and peace, and we
rededicate ourselves in the fight for
freedom, in our faith in the justice

Mandela spirit still a

colossus — Paul David |

Flashback ... mobilized behind Mandela release call

sought by the Charter, and the peace
which both will surely bring.’
Davids said that October 11 had
been remembered as a day of
solidanity since 1963, when the

United Nations passed a resolution

pohitical prisoners in South Africa.

The resolution was adopted soon
after the leadership of the ANC was
arrested. They were' convieted of

-Sabotage in 1964 in the famous

Rivonia trial, or,
Villiers called it,
Mayibuye trial.

as Justice de

the Operation

But, said Dawvids, the ANC had
only embarked on its programme of
sabotage after years of peaceful and
non-violent protest against the ever-
increasing flow of discriminatory
legislation passed by successive
governments.

Formed in 1912, i
widespread recognition
when, together with

gained
in 1952
the South

African Indian Congress, it started a
campaign in defiance of unjust laws.

But after the Nationalists rushed
through Parliament the Public
Safety Act and the Amendments to
the Criminal Procedure Act, which

whipping for anvone who protested
or incited others to do so, the
Defiance Campaign was suspended.

Mectings were forbidden in many
areas. Leaders were forbidden to
attend meetings. Some were even
banished from their homes.
Hundreds of the leaders were
charged and jailed for their part in
the Defiance Campaign.

In 1954 the African National
Congress, the South African Indian
Congress,.Lthe Congress of
Democrats (which included white
Democrats) and the South African
Coloured peoples Organisation
jointly agreed to~sponsor, the
Congress of the People which was

intended to be a meeting place for
representatives from all over South
Africa to speak out their demands
and aspirations so that they could be
expressed in a single document.

On June 26, 1955 in Kliptown,
while scores of security police were
searching, confiscating, quizzing
and photographing all 3000 of the
delegaies present, the Freedom
Charter was mpud clause by
clause.

*What a fantastic conference that
must have been’, said Davids.Dele-
gates from all over South Africa
setting down on paper the kind of
South Africa they visualised for all.
The opening lines of the Freedom
Charter set the tone for the rest of
the document:

“We the people of South Africa
declare for all our country and the
world to know: That South Africa
belongs 1o all who live in it, black
and white ....."

“It categorically states that South
Africa is one indivisible entity for all
its citizens — black and white.

Davids said that two youngsters,
Msima Sexwle and Naledi Tsiki of

poignantly recently of the influence
of the Freedom Charter on their
lives. Like so many youngsiers who
have been convicted of offences
involving activities of the African
National Congress they believed in
the society envisaged by the Charter.

“This risk | must take and in
taking it I must face fully all the
issues which it raises. Force is a

material issue and must be discussed
on material lines.”

Sexwale and Tsiki were now
poliical prisoners, and the court
found in their case that their attempt
1o overthrow the State invioved
violent means, said Davids, While |

Cape youth detained after school boycott

AN undisclosed number of Western
Cape school children are still in
detention and all the Peninsula’s
African schools remain closed
following a prolonged boycott of
classes,

Some of the pupils, who have been
in detention for the past month
under Section 22 of the General Law
Amendment Act, are now being held
under Section 6 of the Terrorism
Act.

They are Oupa Lehulere, 20,
president of the Students’ Represe-

ntative Council of Fezeka High
School; Kent Mkalipi, 20, the SRC
vice-president, Bongani Mpondo,
Vuyisile Mzaza, Peter Hendrickse
and Vusumazi Mbetha.

Lehulere, Mkalipi and four other
pupils, Gladstone Mandla Buti, 20,
Lonwabo Hashe, 20, and two youths
appeared on October 16 in the
Athlone Magistrate Court on three
charges of sabotage.

A seventh pupil, Cynthia Nduna,
20, had her case postponed in
absentia.

The pupils were ordered to remain
in custody until after the case was
completed by the Attorney-General
* in the interests of the security of
the state and the maintenance of
public order™.

The case was transferred to the
Worcester Regional Court on
January 26, 1981. The accused will
thus have spent five months in jail
before their case is heard.

On October 13 and 14, the police
directorate of public relations
confirmed the detention of four girls

between the ages of 15 and 17 under

Section & of the Terrorism Act.
Acl.

They are Nokuzrola Dniso, 15,
Mildred Mazhama. 15. Lilian
Msuthu,_ 17.and Alton Sobuwa, all
of Cape Town. They were detained
with Carol Plaatjies, 14, and Nancy
Qika, 14, who are also held under
the same act.

Two other township school child-
ren, Avanda Maloni and Kenneth
Dantile, are still being bebd after
police broke up a meecting at a
church building in Guguletu.

Paul David at Wits

talk of these two in reverent terms, [
do not and it does not mean |
advocate the use of violence and
force in South Africa. To discuss the
guestion of violence, its rights and

wrongs may expose one 1o the
accusation that he favours it.

It therefore had to be pointed out
that the Africans in the Republic
were unarmed, that the government
dnd its repressive forces were fully
armed, largely as a result of the
efforts of its wnholy partners,
America, England and France and
to a lesser extent West Germany. In
addition to being fully armed, the
government troops were not likely

o revoll againsl government orders.
Davids said the growth of the
Republic's armed forces was linked
with the growth of the opposition
presented by the African National
Congress in its national liberation
struggle.

The campaign for the defiance of
unjust laws kindled the militant
spirit cradled in the hearts of black
men. They were prepared to .make
the sacrifice and the leadership
showed them the way by their own
personal sacrifice.

The state’s response to the
Congress of People and the
Freedom Charter showed in no
uncertain terms that it was
determined to crush all opposition.
General strikes of a political nature
as against purely economic sirikes
abounded everwhere. And the States
response was repression.

And then in 1961, said,Davids.
came the decision to take up arma.
“Every single peaceful demand
was turned down,” he said. Doors
shut in the peoples’ faces. The
governmeni would not negohate.

The peoples’ peaceful protests were
met with bullets. No negotiation not
even on things like the hateful and
huumiliating passes for men and
women, not even legislation which
made the African an alien in his own
land. Let the late Edgar Brookes,
that renowned Liberal himself turn

® To page 4
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Mandela’s spirit looms larger than ever

® From page 3

the question in his own mind as he
saAYs:
“Can we hope to achieve
freedom for all men in Africa.
Even if we were sure of
ulimate success, have we the
right 1o keep millions of men
waiting through long decades
for deliverance? The
increasing use of migrant
labour means the destruction
of family life. with untold
harm to men., women and
little children. All the
apparatus .of statutes
Suspending the rule of law,
security police, the harrowing
of prisoners and potential
vitnesses, must year by year
lessen the cherished tradition
of freedom and justice. And
all this we are not at present
able to overthrow."

And that said Davids, was exactly
the same situation that Mandela,
Sisulu, Mbeki Kathrada, Goldberg,
Raymond Mhlaba. Elias Moisoale-
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di, Mlangeni, Wilton Mkwayi and
many other found themselves in.
They resisted what they felt 1o be
evil. An erosion of civil liberties.
being renedered landless, cast into
reserves to be merely the resevior of
labour and of course the dumping
ground of the unemploved being
trodden over at every twist and turn
by a small minority.

Dawvids said that in South Africa
today, thousands of scholars were
out ol school refusing the infenor
education and facilities foistered on
them. Only 650 students out of 4000
at Fort Hare, The argument that a
little education is better than non at
all did not hold too much among the
vouth.

In the worker field, the largest
umbrella body for unregistered
trade unions, was growing in
strength. Activity amongst workers
has ben heightening, ever since the
1973 Natal strikes rocked the
country, he said.

Bus boycotts, rents and housing
COMPAaigns Sports campaigns we are
well supported and the people were
engaged in some sort of struggle

-
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12 000 PE students stand firm

L}

Percy Quoboza at start of ‘freedom’
call

involving an issue which affects
them.

Progressive professional
associations had been formed.
€ertain medical unions for example
were demanding justice in the Biko
enquiry and were accusing the
Medical Association of being part-
1al to the doctors who treated Biko.
Lawyers had formed the Democrat-
ic Lawvers Association and it now

L
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after six months out of school

THE total boycott of township
schools in Port Elizabéth enters its
sixth month this week as more than
50 000 students stand firm against
apartheid education repeating de-
mands for a single non-racial educa-
1ion System.

And this month the numbers
swelled when 12 000 lower primary
pupils left their classes following
calls by the Port Elizabeth Student
Commitice (Pesco) 1o join  the
boycott.

This week pamphets were
distributed 1n the streets of
Kwazakele, Zwide and New
Brighton urging students to
continue with the bovcott action.

“Four years after the gallant
students of Soweto declared war on
the evil.oppresive and discrimina-
tory education, the main causes of
dissatisfaction remain save a few
cosmetic changes,” the pamphlet
sAys.

“Once again students all over
South Africa are on the warpath,
this time with renewed strength and
determination, They have vowed
never 1o return to classes until their
demands are met.™

The demands are:

The abolition of seperate
education and the introduction of a
single non-racial education
departement.

- The opening of all
institutions to all students.
® Equal per capital expenditure for
all students irrespective of race.

® Equal facilities for all.

® Equal salaries for all teachers
regardless of qualifications.

® The release of all detainees
arrested in relation with the school
boveott,

It says students have resolved not
1o go to classes until concrete steps
are taken by the actual appointment
of a commission to workout a
blueprint for a wniversal free and
compalsory education.

teaching

This was a non negontiable
condition for the return to school.

Students have rejected any
intervention by community
councils, homeland governments,

and the heads of *‘ethinic
departments™ such as education and
training, co-operation and
development, Coloured and Indian
affairs.

Only the athentic and
democratically elected representat-
ives of the students and parents
committees could negotiate on
behalf of the students.

*Just as in 1978, the students have
been confronted by certain
difficulties in their quest for a just a
proper education,” the pamphelet
called coloured brothers —nothing is
further from the truth. This is a

“The present protest is viewed by
some ignorent reactionaries as
Xhosa boycott, some say it is a
coloured issue since their lead was
taken by our so-called toloured
brothers - nothing is further from
the truth. This is a protest by all
oppressed students against an unjust
system."””

The government had unsuccefully
tried to divide the parents from the
students. At the same time the
boycott was being threatened by
certain “'misguided academics™,

“The students reaffirm their
commitment to fight for one
education for all and call upon the
students from Sub A to form §,
undergraduate to postgraduate, all
technical and commercial students,
part time and full time, diploma and
other wise to bring to a halt
immediately all academic
activities.”

Meanwhile the state is not
vielding inits attempt to crush the
boycotl. Detentions and police raids
continue almost daily in the
townships. .

Twenty people were detained this
week including nine students and
Cosas chairman, Mr Tango Lamani.

The department of education an
tramning refuses to recognise both
the parents committee and Pesco
and persists in “‘negotiating™
piecemeal reforms with the
discredited Community Councils in
an attempt at bolstering their
standing.

The reforms include improved
facilitics and provisions o extend
the academic vear 1o enable students
1o write exams.

When the Community Coucil
chairman, Norris Singapi tried 1o
put these reforms to a meeting of
parents, he was jecred by students an
d forced to cancel the meeting. (He
was then stoned and chases down
the street outside).

On October 14 high level
discussions were held in secret,
attended by key security police and
military personnel.

Among those present at the
meeting held at EP Command were
the chiel regional director of
education, D Owens,Brig A
Potgieter; the head of the anti-
Dhvisional Commissioner of Police,
Brig E Van Rensburg; the head of
the anti-insurgency unit, General
Vic Verter; and Colonel Piet Goosen
from the Security Police
headquaters.

Magistrates courts have also been
handing out suff sentences for those
charged with arson, attempted arson
and alleged intimidation.

Among those recently sentenced
are:
® Two 15 vear old male students
have been sentenced to an effective
five vears for attempted arson.
Damage estimated at R10.
® Mbulelo Mhlego, 18, jailed for an
effective 2 years for allegedly
initimidating lower primary pupils
in Zwide.
® Vusumzi'Speedman jailed for an
effective three years for allegedly
intimidating students and teachers
at Zwide.

alfihated to the International Com
mission of Jurists

Womens day had been observed
in many parts of South Africa. The
womens® herioc struggle and the
contribution of Dorothy Nyembe
and Lilian Ngoyi, Vera Ponnen,
Dorthy Shanley and Mrs Naiddo
were recalled.

MNusas was urging white students
to remain in the country to
contribute their skills and add their
voices to the demands for changé.
Nusas was of the view that
opposition had to be voiced not
against black/white conflict but
against the economic basis of
inequality in South Africa, said
Davids.

During May, June and July of this
year hundreds of people were
detained following school boycotts
and some were still in detention. As
far as was known not one of those
detained had been charged for his
or her role in the boycotts.

“Al the same time" said Davids,
“'mass removals still go on, raids for
passes, residential permits and
endorsements out of urban areas,
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repatriation still go on. Glenmore in
the Ciskei still remains an idle
promise

In the B0's we have heightened
conciousness and committment
among blacks. They refuse to accept
oppression.,

What | see is the same situation as
the 1950°s era The state then
unleashed its repressive forces.
Today the repression is not so
blatant. Detentions are in terms of
Section 22 rather than Section 6.
Fewer bannings of persons.

“Yet mecting were banned and
now outdoor meetings are prohibit-
ed.-The number in the armed forces
increases. Call up is more regular
and the initial compulsory period in
the army has been increased. Call up
15 to be extended to Coloureds and

Indians,” said Davids.
“The stage is not set for what is

Great Archbishop Hurley called a
conciliation™

“What the government wants is
peace. The majority of the people in
our country cry out for Justice,
There can never be peace without
justice.

PE busworkers
reject attempt to
co-opt their union

One hundred coloured employees of
Port Elizabeth Tramways are dem-
anding the right to resign from thei
union, the Port Elizabeth Bay
Workers® Union (Pebwu).

The demands follow action by
black workers at PE Tramways who
refuse to join the management
supported in-company union, the
Bay Busworkers’ Union. They
demand the right to join the indepe-
ndent black Transport and Allied
Workers' Union (Tawu) and have
begun court action after claiming
the company was victimising empl-
oyees who refused to join the in-
company union.

In papers before the court, Tawu
said that the Tramways general
manager, Mr Carl Coetzer had told
workers earlier this vear that those
who refused to join his company
union would all be fired, Six
employees said they had then been
given notice of dismissal after
refusing to sign application forms
for the in-company union. They
added that the only inference
possible was that they were being
dismised -for refusing to join the
union. Returning offidiats are still
being filed.

The lastest action by coloured bus
drivers at the Perl Road depot
however highlights growing dissatis-
faction by workers with the register-
ed umon, Pebwu — a mixed union
for coloured and white workers.

A petition, drawn up by 100
coloured emplovees has been sent to
the Pebwu organisers demanding tht
the union recognise that they had
terminated their membership of the
union and that union fees no longer
be deducted from their salaries.

At a Tawu meeting this week,

coloured employvees who have
resigned from Pebwu threatned legal
action if the company continued to.
deduct union fees from their salar-
Ies,
The 100 employees have. in fact
already joined Tawu which is
affiliated to the newly established
BC oriented Council of South
Alrican Trade Unions (Cusa).

Pebwu secretary, Mr L Marx
refuses to discuss the resignation of
his members and their threats to
take legal action.

According to the local Tawu
organiser, Mr Sonnyboy Lupond-
wana, the employees who are now
members of Tawu, sent a petition to

Pebwu an the company on October
T, demanding their right to secede
from the unionand the cancelldtion
of all stop order payments.

General Manager, Carl Coetzer
insiststhe company has not received
notification from employees whish-
ing to leave the unions.

In any event, he says the company
will enforce an Industrial Council
closed shop agreement concluded
with Pebwu which prohibits Tram-
ways from employing anyone who is
not a member of the company
recognisd union, Pebwu. But at the
same ume, Coetzer - known for his
crude an transparent tactics - last
week attempted to make a deal with
Tawu.

He told Tawu interim chairman,
Mr H Francis that PE Tramways
were happy to pay the salary of a
secretary for the union for the first
six months. He told Francis there
was absolutely no intention o
victimising or dismissing busmen
who were Tawu members,

Busmen attending a Tawu meet-

*ing called to consider the proposal

unanimously rejected the offer and
said they would appoint their own
secretary. The busmen described the
proposal as a shrewd move by
Coetzer to manipulate the union and
asked what would happen after the
six months period when the compa-
ny stopped paving the secretary.

They said the proposed secretary
is a Mr J Makasi who is already
employed as secretary of the in-
company “‘sweetheart union™, the
Bay Busworkers Union.

Mr Makasi s not qualified to
handle our affairs because he has
never been either a bus driver or a
conductor,” said one speaker. “He
was brought out of the blue from the
bundu by Coetzer and forced on us
to b a secretary of the sweethean
union we are opposed to.”

But speakers welcomed Coetzer’s
apparent “*change of heart™.

“We are at least happy that Mr
Coetzer is now willing to meet and
listen to our grievances. It is time
tor that now before the whole
situation explodes in his face. But
still we have to approach these
meetings with caution in case he
pulls the woal over our eyes and we
lind ourselves back in square one." a
speaker added. -

The meeting decided to clect
I'l.'l':l‘l':"i:l'ﬂ.'.il'i\'ﬂ“‘i o mect Cﬂ:tﬂ:‘ff-
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Not all the President’s men

exclusion of black South
Afncans from the decision-making
bodies that control their lives has
been a central focus of resistance in
this country.

Since 1976 these struggles have
been so intense the besieged South
African state has had to re-structure
the way it rules to avoid ultimate loss
of power.

And that is the catch: the South
Afncan state is definitely steering
away from Verwoed/Vorsier-style
politics, NOT in order to reform the
system from within — as some
wishful thinkers would believe —
but to entrench their power more
firmly by subtle means.

This is the essence of P W Botha's

total strategy: to change the face of

oppression, not to destroy it.

The formation of the President’s
Council i no different from other
thrusts of total strategy. It is a policy
designed to give the appearance of
change. without fundamentally
altering the balance of power —
except insofar as it affords more
power 10 a co-opted and
increasingly oppressive black
middle-class.

The President’s Council was one
of a number of proposals by the
Schlebusch Commission into the
Constitution

The Council would be divided
into a Constitutional Committee, a
Committee for Economic affairs, a
Planning Committee, a Committee
for Community Relations and as
many other committees as the State
President would decide.

The Council’s function would be
to advise the State President on any
matter referred to it by the State
President or may in its own
discretion advise him on any matter
(excluding draft legislation) which in
its opimon 15 in the public interest.

The Commission pointed out that
there “should be the widest possible
consultation and deliberation with
and among all population groups™

Pres council head Alwyn Schlebusch

with regard to any constitutional

changes and that the people
appointed to the President’s Council
should be “recognised by their
respective communities as their
leaders™. It is generally accepted
that one of the most important
functions of the council will be to
recommend further constitutional
changes to be embodied in
legislation during 1981 parliament-

ary session.

The exclusion of blacks led all
“oppositied”  groupings (including
P.F.P.) 1o reject the council in its’
present form — except for the
coloured “Freedom Party™ and the
NRP.

Moreover, the council is heavily
dominated by whites and the heads
of the fNive committees are: three
Cabinet Ministers — Punt Jansen,
Schalk van der Merwe, Braam
Raubeheimer — Nat party M P Dr
Dennis Worral and U P E rector,
Profl Ernst Marais. The council is to
be headed by ouigoing Minister of
Justice Alwyn Schlebusch.

Thus the council is in firm Nat
control.

Obviously, P W Botha's
President’s Council has backfired
and he is saddled with a white
elephant of little credibility, or
standing in the black community,
which lacks the legitimacy to initiate
proposals of any worth. His only
option is to find ways of introducing
blacks on to the council — a
prospect which has been hinted at in
certain circles.
= Looking at the President's
Council in its present form it is fairly
easy Lo recognise it as another
ineffective cosmetic change,
designed to entrench apartheid in
the guise of reform:

® By setting up a structure
supposedly designed to allow blacks
access 1o policy decisions, which at
the same ume excludes Africans.
The National Party reinforces the
suspicion that they are determined
e try to co-opt coloureds and
indians, at the expense of

democratic rights for Africans.
® 1he members of the council are

not elected by their communities,
but appointed by the State. So only
people acceptable to the National

Mavi’s union seeks a solution
— thousands without work

after JHB muniecipal strike

IN JULY this year, one of the most
significant acts of worker resistance
ook place in Johannesburg. 10 000
municipal workers struck after a
group of artisans at Orlando Power
Station had been fired for
demanding equal wages with their
white counterparts.

The strike demonstrated the
massive support for the Black
Municipal Workers Union
(BMWLI), led by Joseph Mavi.
BMWU was established in
opposition to the Union of
Johannesburg Municipal Workers,
which was granted Government
recognition during the strike.

Despite BMWU's total suppont
among municipal workers in
Johannesburg, the council refused
to recognise it, favouring instead the
“stooge™ umon which had applied
for regstration. The council would
not meet the workers' demand that it
recognise and negotiate with the
BMWU. Instead it hired buses to
transport fired workers back to the
homelands.

Almost all the strikers were
contract labourers from the poorest
areas of South Africa’s rural
ghetoes.

These defenceless workers, out of
jobs and with no possibility of re-
registering for work in the city, have
resorted to other means of staying
alive.

In an interview with SASPU
NATIONAL, Joe Mavi speaks
about the problems he and his union
have encountered.

Mr Mavi, what has happened to the
fired workers that have been sent to
the homelands?

® The homeland leaders are quiet
about what is happening to their
people. Some workers are in
Johannesburg looking for jobs. If
they are here and they are getting
jobs on their own, they should be
allowed to be registered. Like
mysell, 1 cannot be employed —
they have my references downtown,

Is the city council taking these work-
ers back? .

® They won't take the people
back. Like now, in the transport
department they are busy recruiting
new drivers. Meanwhile there are
drivers that need to go back into
their old jobs. What will the council
do if the court says they must give
back the jobs? What is going to
happen to these people who are
being emploved now? Are they
going to lose their jobs?

How were these drivers dismissed?

romised the

OU Se¢ you are
paid extra if vou are a
“‘one-man-operator’ an
allowance. There are some who
work in  teams “iwo-man-
operators” — who don't get this
allowance. Now often these men
work “‘one-man-operator” shifts

without iuini the allowance, Thi

drivers would have to work for 21
years before they could get what a
white driver would

et in his first

What is the attitude of the municipal
workers now? Has your union
membership been affected?

® They are paving their
subscriptions, so they are still
mefmbers of the union. The only
people who aren’t paying are those
that aren’t working. OQOur
constitution states that while you are
out of work you are not required 1o
pay subscriptions, but remain a
member. The union enjoys support
from all the members — those
emploved and out of work since the
strike.

What percentage of the municipal
workers support the BMWU?

# we have total support.

Party will be nominated.

® The state is imposing its
solutions without attempting 1o win
support by showing a willingness to
consider other solutions.

® The President’s Council is
dominated by whites and the
National Party, far cry from a body
which represents “black opinion™,

It is uncanny that it is so easy to
see through the President’s Council.
Perhaps it is necessary to probe
deeper 1o uncover the real
motivations underlying its
formation. The clue must be sought
in the way that P W Botha is altering
the traditional exercise of power by

centralizing - power around the
Executive

Thus the wide powers of the
Cabinet and the National Party

Caucus have been reduced over the
past year. This is partly due to the
fact that Botha has 1o overcome
resistance from the right and 15 now
channelling crucial decision-making
power into five key Cabinet
Committees: Internal Affairs,
Social Affairs, Economic Affairs,
Financial Affairs and the State
Security Council. The latter is
chaired by P W himsell (with
Magnus Malan, Faniec Botha, Louis
Le Grange and Mike Geldenhuys as
members) whilst the others are
supposedly chaired by P W’s closest
allies. Moreover the number of
effective heads of departments have
been cut from 39 to 18, while P'W
himsell is Prime Minister, Minister
of Defence, Minister of Mational
Security and national as well ‘as
Cape leader of the Nationalist Party.
P W is also able now to appoint 12
members of parliament (without
election).

This shift of power from the
legislative to the executive from the
Cabinet to the President/Executive,
ties in closely with P W's increasing
rellance on parcels of “experts” such
as social scientists, industrialisis etc.
to advise him on policy decisions.
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What does the municipality think of
your union?

* Well our treasurcr Mr
Mlangeni has been given notice from
October 3. This man is presently
emploved there. We see no reason
why the council should fire this man.
He is working. he is not interrupting
anything. Yet he has been fired. It's
really a fight now — the city council
has decided to fight us. It is no more
a factor of a breakdown in
negotiations between employer and
employees. It’s a fight, a physical
fight. The council won't have our
people emploved in any department.
They are our people and they are the
responsibility of the union. One

BMWU president Joe Mavi

Why is P W centralizing power
around himself and the Executive?

In order 1o bring about the
reforms necessary for the
maintenance of the status quo, he
has to smash the right-wing and
defeat the conservatism of certain
sectors of the electorate.

Also the present assault on the
system by the masses in South Africa
requires that power be centralized to
meet that challenge. So P'W is trying
to stave off both the left and the right
by centralizing power and setting up
an even more authoritarian system
ol government.

This is where the danger of the
President’s Council lies. The
advisory powers of the Council will
be fully utilised by the bodies that
are nmow responsible for making
policy decisions. As such the council
will not be a show-piece, o be
patiently listened to and then
ignored (as in the Verwoed/Vorster
era) but will be used to Turther the
interests of Botha's reformist
policies.

And 1o work effectively to co-opt
that elusive black middle-class.

It no longer matters that the
Council has no legislative power,
because it has greater access 1o
power via the Executive in the form
ol Cabinet Commiittees eic.

MNor is it necessary for the
President’s Council to have mass
support, but only the support of
moderates. The council need not be
responsible to an electorate because
power now. comes via another
source. The council is going to play a
truly advisory role by advising P W
on how best to implement a form of
rule which in the guise of reform will
be wused subtley to entrench
oppression. The question of African
participation, although an
important one, can become a red
herring il it serves 1o obscure the
move towards a totalitanan system
of government of which the council
inevitably forms a part.

the one who went 1o the
Selby compound during the strike.
has tried to get his old job back, but

waorker,

they won't have him in

depariment,

any

Is the union going to take any lurther
action?

® The matter is in the hands of
our lawvers. We have to wait until
the courts make a decision. We
cannot intervene, but the city
council continues to act. There are
no negotiations going on. Any
negotiations going on are between
our lawvers and those of the city
council. While we wait, it is our
responsibility to feed the people.
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Westville victory

We greel the SRC victory at the University of Durban-Westville with
optimism, as il represents a milestone, not only in Westville’s history but in
the history of student struggle in general. 1t is a clear demonstration of the
necessity for persistent organised struggle against the administration and
the benefits of a democratic programme towards the establishment of a
popular organisation,

SRCs are instruments through which students can engage structures of
domination. Organisation enables students to transcend the conflines of
mere protest activity as it gives them the capacity to mobilise on a firm and
democratic footing. SRC's can initiate long-term projects with the
knowledge that they have a mandate and support from the campus. They
also provide continuity between successive generations ol students.

A boveoll of SRC's should alwavs be guestioned in the light of these
advantages. Il an SRC can be used to challenge the education system and the
administration it clearly does not support the institution.

The struggle and victory at Westville is a firm footing from which to
engage the svstem.

Mass mobilisation

Progressive organisations around the country are challenging the
syslem’s attempt to implement rent increases. This is a culmination of a long
hattle by organised opposition to attempis by the state to separate the
“desirables™ from the “undesirables™. Rents is but one of many methods
used by the state to isolate groups of people who can afTord to stay in urban
arcas — the people who would form the mach heard about black middle

"Community support

There are two significant reasons why opposition to the rents increase is
so important. Firstly, by taking up the isswe, communities challenge the
system which controls and manipulates them not onaly within the “group
areas” but in every sphere of life. Secondly, organising against increased
rents creates am awareness among the people of the wndemocratic nature of
South Africa and encourages them to form themselves into democratic
organisations through which their aspirations and struggles can be
channelled.

New methods of control

It is interesting that, apart from the rents struggle, people are organising
themselves against related systems of control and domination. The battles
against bus lare increases, uncqual education, for wage increases and trade

t union rights are all significant as democracy has to be fought for in all walks
of life. Communities are no longer prepared to accept the condition of an
undemocratic economic and political system. The changing face of
domination. new methods of control and political justification are all being
rejected by the people. The massive snub of the Presidents’ Council scheme
is @ case in point. A political facelift founded on changing economic
circumstances has not fooled the people. They have rejected the
incorporation of a small group of the oppressed to maintain the wholesale
cxploitation of the majority. There are attempis to :

®* recognise select trade union .

® provide limited parliamentary representation for a minority.

® provide better jobs for a select few.

® grant residential concessions to some.

All of these attempts amount to a buying ofT of a limited group at the expense
of the many.

For while these seeming concessions are being granted we see that:

® people are being moved out of urban areas, and

® shunted back to the homelands, where

® the land cannol support families, and where

® people are shuffled around to the needs of the labour market, and are

® forced to work under appalling conditions for low wages, or

® withou! emplovment people are lefl to starve,

It is for these reasons that the majority of people throughout South Africa
reject, unequivocally and withowt hesitation, participation in bodies that
grease the wheels of domination,

The History Aesson...
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Dear Sir

It is with great pleasure that | write
to vou and thank you for your
valuable newspaper. It is good to sce
such a newspaper which publishes
the truth about South Alrica,
instead of just reporting the lies that
the government newspapers and the
other press do.

In our situation it is important to
know all about what happens to the
rest of South Afnica: If we left it 1o
the commercial newspaper. for
example, we would think that
nothing happens in the Orange
“Free™ State or places like Inanda
and so on.

But | was sorry not 1o see news ol
our brothers in Namibia and Zimba-
bwe and the struggle in the rest of
Alrnca in Saspu National 3.

Keep up the good work

“Relieved™
Durban

Dear Saspu National
I must respond 1o the article titled

4
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Letters

“Fed Woman Rips Gatsha™ that
appeared in vour October edition.

It scems that it is currently in
vogue for people to hurl abuse at
Chiel Buthelea, 1t is nol surpnising.,
however. that redundant politicians
iry 1o use Chiel Butheler as their
whipping boy in order to get
publicity and put themselves in the
limelight.

Chiel Buthelezi is living prool of
their redundancy and one need only
look at the vast local and internatio-
nal support which he commands, It
15 people like him who represents a
future free of bloodshed and anarc-
hy.

We can easily live with your feeble
attacks, time will show us who is

prepared to stand up as a force 1o be
reckoned with.

“Undaunted™
Howard College

® Indeed, history will prove
uncquivocally who has the support of
people of this couniry! 11 is interesting
to note, dear brother, that it was
Gatsha who spent R30 000 on a
pilgrimage to London — singing for

his supper.
— Eds.

Dear Saspu Natonal

I was thrilled 1o see vour feature
“Compounds of Horror™ in your
third cdition.

Al last students have seen the
necessily of investigative journal-
sm. — Exposes of this sort are
desperately needed as so much
horror lurks beneath the surface of
apartheid where the press seldom
lown ks, !

I hope that other papers will
follow vour example.

Graham Barker
Johannesburg
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book
have

Tha SOUTH AFRICAN STUDENT HANDBOOK offers sccess 1o information on travelling,
legal matiers, hasith, coops, residence living and much more. It slso carries 8 revised and
updated MATIONAL STUDENT DISCOUNT GLIDE. A book for students by students, it
has 138 pages of mformation, ussful hints and idess. ANl in all, & nice Titthe book o heve
“sround. Avadlable from sy SASTS office or your local SRC,
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FU das PILTE,
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Sowuh Africe.
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is & journal which erploris and presents ideas and material about

contemporary South Africar society. WIP appears Tive times per year.

regular features

include susmaries of politicel trials, and items on resistance by

the working class.

some articles

in previous editions have deslt with ressttlement, the Wishahn

and Riskert Commissions, the Solomon Mahlangu case, strikes at
Ford, Eversady, Kromeo, bus boycotts, rents protests, thea

strike of meatworkers im the Jestern Laps, the Fietersaritzburg
Tresson Trial, total strategy, cocmunity organisetion and the oress,

subscriptions

ars available to organisations, individuals, and groups who wish to

distribute WIP,
Amtes i h

Individuala; AS-00 per snnum,
Organisations: R10-00 par annum,

n Afcica:

complimentary copies can be arcanged on reguest,

Group distributiomn: BOc per copy. Reduced rates and/or a certain nusber o




EDUCATION FOR DEMOCRACY

Socities tend 1o run on conflict. Puta
small group ot people with
particular interests in charge of
anyithing larger than a card game
and vou'll get conflict.

People will challenge those
controlling interests because they
clash with those of the majority.

The two are roughtly proportion-
al — the less democratic. the more
conflict: the more democratic, the
less conllict. Which is not to forget,
however, that some of those
minority interests are alwavs ready
to stab democracy in the back.

Conflict doesn™t have o be the
name of the game, and while
democracy is no guarantee against
conflict it"s definitely the place 1o
slart.

small wonder then, that our
cducation syvstem has been and
continues 1o be a source of ongoing
conflict. The controlling interests in
any society need to have people
believing in their way ol doing
things.

People’s views ol the world musi
coincide with the way that the
controllers are running the world.
Otherwise they may not agree o
work like slaves 1o produce wealth
they never sce again.

50 they make sure that the radio.
the TV. the schools and even the
churches and the parents all
interpret the world for us in a way
that s pretty convenient for the
ruling classes. Which is not at all
convemient lor the other twenty-
three or twentv-four million South
Aflricans. So they resist.

They resist because their
education is bad. In plain and simple
terms, classrooms and facilities are
bad: and your prospects once you've
finished school are worse. So people
want 1o improve both — conditions
in the schools and prospects afier
school.

The two can never be separated.
You can't have a democratic
education system in an undemocra-
tic society. for the simple reason that
education is meant 0 convince
pupils and students that our
undemocratic society is right.

That because of the existence of a
“plurality of nations™ the majority
of the people should exercise no
effective political rights. That access
te land, freedom 1o travel,

Learning the lessons
of tomorrow on
the streets of today

WHAT THE BOYCOTTS TAUGHT ABOUT EDUCATION

permapent residemce and worker
rights. all mechanisms of control
over the working class, should be so.

And while our syllabi propogale

and attempt to justify an
undemocratic system, the radio
networks, newspapers and

advertisers are bombarding the
parents.

The purpose s the same. To try
and convince the people that the
system is not only nght but could
not be any other way.

We've seen how tolerant the
government 15 of newspapers which
are critical of the system. Over one
hundred student publications are
banned each vear, and in 1977 the
World newspaper was banned.

In short. the sytem is about as
ready to tolerate a critical education
svstem as it s cribical journalism.

There's a contradiction involved
here. Education is a process of
making people think. Most schools
try their hardest to ensure that
students don’t think and question,
but the mere Tact of teaching them
half-baked versions of history or
giving them a taste of biology or
literature, raises their natural desire
1o Inguire.

And as soon as they do begin 1o
probe, students find their education
irrelevant and inadeguate, and when
they ask themselves why, they
understand verv quickly that
education is a means of oppressing
an already oppressed class.

But a means of oppression which
is also a means of resistance because
of it's built in Catch 22 — the fact
that it makes people think and
qQuestion that understanding.

The educational structures, then,

are designed Lo prop up the svstem
but become at the same time, a
means of its overthrow,

Bovcotting students made this
very clear when they stressed the fact
that they were concerned not only
with short-term demands but long-
term goals as well.

The immediate demands of
students during the boycotis were
concrete grievances which students
demanded be set right. But the
satisfaction of these demands would
not- remove the causes of the
education ¢risis,

These hie burnied much deeper in
the foundations of South African
society, entangled with the roots of
the cheap labour svstem which has
made South Africa both an
investor’s paradise and a time-bomb
waiing to explode.

Boyeotting students don’t  just
want classrooms with windows and
libranes with books. They want to
be taught subjects which are
comprchensive and relevant, which
liberate their minds rather than
conlining them.

These demands for an improved
and meaningful content 1o their
education constitute the medium
term demands of black students.
Ultimately however these demands
can never be met in a society
founded on oppression and
exploitation, and so the struggle for
democratic education becomes, at
one and the same time. part of the
struggle for a democratic society.

Students sought continually 1o
broaden the base of the schools
boycott. They had learned the
lessons of 1976 when the protests
were seen as involving only students

and concerning only educational
gricvances.

While student protest plays an
important part n that struggle it s
only a part. and so students had 1o
start addressing themselves to other
component parts of that struggle
and the crucial roles they play.

Hence 1980 saw a new
acknowledgement of the imporiance

of community and trade umon
organisation. and a grealer
emphasis on joint  action with

parents and teachers,

Student groups started to link up
with broader political action in the
form of bus bovcotis. the red meat
bovcott, the Free Mandela
Campaign and community struggles
over issues such as rent.

The Tormation of associations of
parents. teachers and students
ensured community support for the
students and provided organsations
which would 1ake up issues such as
the meat and bus boveolls and n
some cases. consolidate themselves
INLO CIVIC associations.

Broadening the base of studemt
protest was an essential strategy
during the boycotts.

The problem now is how do the
students continue to operate from
such a broad base outside of the
pressure and intensity of the
boycott? Its hard enough 1o keep
students occupied and organised let
alone to expand those activities into
other fields.

The answer lies in keeping the
right perspective. It is not the task of
students to undertake or initiate
trade unions or community
organisations.

Al vanous points students may
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find it useful and necessary to link
up with such activity and play a
supportive role, but they must be
wary of trving to lead such acuvity,

Instead they must concentrale on
consolidating their orgamisation
among the schools, evening out the
differences in organisation,
consciousness and political skill in
different schools and regions.

Iheir focus must move on from
conditions and facilities in the
schools to the content of education:
what is taught and how it is taught.
And. more importantly., what
should be taught and how should 1
be taught,

Alternative  education matenal
must be devised and made available
s0 that a svstematic programme ol
meaningiul education can begin in
the schools.

This would take the studem
struggle one step lorward, 1o a poimnt
where it not only rejects the current
“education for subordination™ but
actively breaks it down and replaces
it with “education for hiberation™

This new understanding  and
knowledge will soon start to spill
over into other areas ol struggle as
students leave school 1o work and
shilt their energies to trade union
and community organisation.

Teachers and parents as well must
start to challenge the system and nol
simply reject it. Thev have the nghi
and the power o challenge the
education authorities and 1o
demand improvements based on the
criticisms and demands of the
students,

The changes they are able 10
sgueeze oul of the system are hardly
likely to revolutionize our educanon
system. but they can increase the
scope and potential lor student
acuvity.

The education system is not going
to change guickly or esilv. but the
struggle for democratic education 18
an important and educative one in
that it helps expose and weaken the
controlling interests which e
behind the oppression that students
and workers and women and
peasants and all the o ther oppressed
groups in South Africa sulfer.

As such. the struggle for a
democratic education is at onc and
the same time, part of the stn ggle
for a democratic South Aln...
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11 LEADERS have been
repeatedly detained and banned. lis
followers have been harrassed, jailed
amd beaten. Yet the Natal Indian

Congress remains in the Forefront of

the struggle for a free, democratic
and non-racial South Affca.

Events over the last few months
harve shovwn the massive support that
exists Tor the NIC.

In the wake of the detention of
several of s leaders. the
organisation held a mecting on June
1 which drew g crowd of between 4
and 5 thousand.

During the mecting. which was
addressed by Helen Joseph.
Archbishop Hurley and  Archie
Gumedi. an ex-executive member off
the AMC, the crovwd showed s
solidarity with the detainees by
singing “We shall Overcome™. The
NIC Thas a privud history of active

and protracted  resistance (o
|1[‘fj‘ll’E“iHl'I-

It was Tounded by Mahaima
Gandhi 1894 ax a  political

organisation  within which South
Alrnica’s Indans could light agamsi
discriminatory  laws and Tor
demaocratic rights.

Under Gandhi's  leadership the
RNIC dlectvely orgamised the Tadiin
people and Lunched the Passive
Reistance campaign ot the tirm of
the century.

Hundreds of Indian soluntecis
delicdd the miguiious Liws ol the
Fransvaal and the Matal
sonermment and were semtenced 1o
DTSRI

e departure of Ciaomdhi froum
South Alrica led the Tndian people
beorely o Crepresentatiens cind
“hepuiations” i the hope than 1
sonermiment of the day would g
=wnipathetig 1hen
LIRS SIC S,

But the white government turned
ooleal i tov thee plesis of & videloss

wernl s s 1 promises were mide
ey wene seldown Tulfilled.

Soon a new leadership was to
emerge among the Indian people,
which was to replace the moderate
and predominantly merchamt class
leadership.

In 1938 a group ol voung people
formed the Liberal Siudy Group in
DPurban, Indian members of this
group  challenged the moderate
keadership of the then Natal Indian
Association, and thev established

hearing 1o

the MNational Block in the
organisation.
I thie Tramssaal  the  mmalitzamt

Mationalist Block was led bv ¥ M
Dadoa, In Matal  the “milianis
captured the leadership of the Natal
Indian  Association which was a
merger of the Natal Indian Congress
and the Colomial-Born and Settlers’
Indiaan Association

The militants of the Natal Indian
Association were, among olhers, [
Monty Naicker. George Poonen,
Dawan Seedat. M P Naicker. George
Singh. A K M Docrat. Manny Pillay.
5V Reddv, H A Naidoo and E 1
Moola. The Natal Indian
Association broke up in 1941,

The militants  continued 1o
challenge the moderate leadership of
Al Kajee and Mr PR Pather in the
Indian Congress.

Many of the young militants
organsed the Indian workers into
militant trade unions. The workers
in the sugar. municipal, rubber,
transport, tin, biscuit and other
industries were organised into
strong trade unions.

In 1943 the MNationalist Block
formed the Anti-Segregation
Council to oppose the Pretoria
Agreement of 1943, Under the
agreement  the moderate  Indian
lecaders agreed to voluntary
segregation in residential areas.

The Kajee/Pather leadership
helieved that if the Indian people
agreed 1o abide by residential

segregation it would prevent the

government from passing legislation
o compel residential segregation.
and at the same time the government
would allow businesses o operate in
non-segregated arcas.

A leree struggle developed in the
NIC between the moderate wing led
by Kape amd Pather, and the
progressive militam wing led by Dr
M G Nawcker.

The latter had the lirm supporn of
the Indmn trade umions and the
Indian working class. The old
leadership, despite a lack of popular
support, refused w hand over the

reins ol leadership w0 the new
progressive leaders,

Eventually a  successful  court
action  was  brought against the

exccutive of the NIC compelling
them to call an annual conference in
terms ol the constitution. The action
was initiated by Dr Monty Naicker.,
Dr BT Chenty and A K M Docrat,

The odd leadership was defeated at
the congress and the new leadens
ok office a1 a mass rally attended
by over ISN0 people at Currics
Fountain in December 1945,

In 1946 the Smuts government
passed the Asiatic Land Tenure and
Representation Act, a lorerunner Lo
the Giroup Arcas Acl,

Indians were deprived of the right
oy acyuire and occupy  property
anvwhere they chose_ It also oflered
Indians four white representatives in
Parliament. 1o be élected by the
Indians under a separate voters role,

Indians were alse o elect one
member 1o the Provincial Council,
This could cither be a white or an

Indian.

In January 1946 the South
African Indian Congress met in
conference in Cape Town. i

unanimously resolved o resist the

act and called on the government of

India 1o break off diplomatic and
trade ties with South Africa.

A Passive Resistance Council was
formed and over 2000 [Indians
subsequently served prison
sentences for delving various racist
laws. '

The . campaign of the Indian
people received widespread supponr
from progressive forces i the
country and abroad. On March 31

Will the party
Ghandi started
let harassment,
bans, detentions
and violence
gag its tongue?

'NOT IF THOUSANDS OF VOCAL NATAL IND

1946, over 6000 people marched ina
procession  down West Street in
Durban protesting against the act,

Speakers at this demonstration
included Dr GM Naicker, president
of the ANC. Mr HI Dhlomao for the
ANC and Mr LA Smith for the
APO, an organisalion represcniing
the Coloured community. The
meeting endorsed the decision of the
MIC 1o launch a Passive Resistance
Campaign lor the defeat of the Land
Tenure Bill.

Indian resisters from Natal and
the Transvaal occupied an empiy
plot of land at Congella. on which
they pitched camps and remained
there until arresied.,

At first the police ignored them,
and white hooligans and
povernment  supporters attempted
1o use vinlence against the resisters,
Every evening thousands ol people

ary of the

would gather around the resistance
camp in a show ol solidarity with the
resislers.

Feclings ran very high when many
of the resisters were assaulted by
whites and their camps burnt down.

The NIC continvally issued
appeals 1o the people 1o remain calm
and not 1o be provoked o acts of
violence, It was only when the
campaign became very violent that
the police began arresting the
resisiers. :

The Indians’ passive-resistance
internationalised the South African
situation, and the Indian Congress
pioneered the campaign Lo isolate
South Africa from the international
community. The government ol
India imposed economic sanctions
against SA. and withdrew s high
Commissioner from SA and raised
the issue of the treatment of Indians

aderation of South '

al the United Nations,

The NIC. under its new
leadership. sought 1o establish
contact wilth other democratic forces
in the country. Working links were
established with the Africn National
Congress and in 1947 a pact of
mitual consuliation was signed by
Dr Xuma of the ANC and Drs
Dadoo and Maicker of the Indian
Congress,

The Xuma/Dadoo/Naicker pact
was the lirst formal pact between the
national organisations of the Indian
and African people,

The Indian Congress worked lor
the creation of a broad united front
of all the oppressed national
groupings in South Africa.

IAN C(

Archie Gumedae,

African Women, applauds a Natal Indian Eanireu Eaaher. addresse



an ex-ANC executive member,
s an NIC meeting

Indian women have always been a powerful force inthe NIC.

The Nationalist government came
to power in 1948 with the declared
aim ol **suppressing the
communists” and repatniating the
Indian people 1o India.

The Group Arcas Act and the
Suppression ol Communism At
were among the Dirst legislated by
the government n its  all-round
assault on the people’s nghts.

The ANC and the South Alrican
Indian Congress joined forces o
take up the challene of the racist
Mationalist Governmement. [n 1949

the ANC adopted the Programme of

Action which called lor active mass
FESINLANCE [0 OpPresion,

When the Suppression of
Communism Act was piloted
threugh parliament the NIC and the
ANC condemned the Act and fully
supported the mass protest of the
CPSA against the Act.

When workers demonstrating

against the Act in the Transvaal on
May | were shot down by the police.,
both the congresses called Tor a day
of mourning lor those killed, and
also as tnbute 1w all those people
who had died in the struggle for
liberation of South Alrica.

June 26 was set Tor the day of
mourning and the people were called
o stay al home and not 1o work,

The government, ignoring the
proftests of the people, banned the
Communist Party of South Africa
and went on 1o ban and gag a
number of leaders of the Indian
Congress, including Dr YM Dadoo,
MP Naicker. Debi Singh, Cassim
Amra. and many others,

In July 1951 the Nauonal
executive committees of the ANC
and the SAIC metl w dscuss the
political situation in the country and
agreed 1o embark on a  mass
campaign of deliance.

Sin laws were chosen o use o
rallv the people behind the
campaign. The congresses
demanded the repeal of the pass
laws. the Stock Limitation
regulations, the Group Areas Act.
the Separate Representation Act,
the Suppression of Communism Act
amd the Bantu Authonties Act.

A joint planning council was
appointed to co-ordinate the ellors
ol the Indian and African people.

The ANC. supported by the
SAIC, wrote a letter w the
government  and  demanded  the

repeal of unjust laws not later than
February 29, a day on which mass
meetings and demonstrations were
1o be held around the country 1o
protest  against 300 years ol
oppression and exploitation in SA,
This letter was a prelude 1o the
deliance campaign.

The ANC letter of demand 1o the
Prime Minister was lTollowed by
lenter from the SAIC which traced
the position of the Indian people and
alsor of other oppressed national

| groups in the country and demanded
the repeal ol discriminatory laws,

On Apnil b, mass demonstrations
were held throughow the country,
Mass rallies were held in Durban,
Johannesburg, and in the Cape.

Following the demonstrations the
two congresses met in Port Elizabeth
on May 3 1952, This meeting
established the MNational Action
Committee 1o direct the campaign ol
deliance.

It also established a national
volunteer board. Dadoo,  Moses
Kotanc, JN Marks and DW Bopape
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registercd as first volunteers. The
date Tor the beginning of  the
campaign was set as June 26 1952,

The lirt batch of volunteers in
MNatal was led by Monty Naicker
alter a mass rally held a Red Square
in Durban. Thousands of people
marched with the resisters 10 the
Berea Road railway station where
the volunteers were arrested  Tor
enterimg o whites-only
FuBT. '

Other  volunteers
curfew  laws, Ower
cventually  served
IMprisonment.

The defiance campaign attracted
world wide attention. At the LN
several Asian countnes demanded
the inclusion of 1he South Alrican
racial guestion on the UN agenda,
The world body condemned the
South African policy of apartheid
and demanded action agninst the
EOVETIICHL.

The ANMC-SALC allzinee was sowm
1o be joined by the Coloured Peoples
Congress and  the Congress ol
Democrats, an organistion of while
democzits, The NIC formed pan of
the ANC-led Congress Alliaince, As
such it was actively involdved inall ol
the campaigns of the alliance.

The NIC together with ils sister
organisations in the alliance,
launched the Congress of the People
Campsaingn in 1954, Members of the
Indian Congress and the congress
hranches  actively  canvassed  Tor
wemaimds ol the people in order 1o
wraw up the Frecdom Charter.

I'he Congress ol the People was
held in Kliptown on June 25 amd 26
1955, Over MEN delegites Trom all
aver e commtry allended  the
comlerence o discuss the people’s
ddemginds Tor o mew Soath Alric,

The demands were enshrned n
the Precdoom Charter which was

'l-'lilllll'lg

delied  the
R0 people
lerms ol

unanimously  adopted a0 the
CUMEICSs,
The Freedom Charter wias

| adopted at the aanual conference ol

the N1C, TIC and SAIC and became
the official programme of the Tdian
Comgress,

In 1956 many ol the prominent
members of the Indian Congress
were  arrested  and,  with - many
others, charged with High Treason
Amongst  other things the state
alleped that the Freedom Charter
ik -_|~.- A Conmnenest dascumg el and the
Coneress Allanoe was a comman
'.1-:1:.|-n|~q.'|lmn sevkimg 1o overthrow
the state by means of violenwe and
with  the  assistanwe of  loreign
W iers, I'he weire
eventually acguittod.

I the cardy 600 mamy members ol
the Inddian Congress, and s entire
leadership,  were  cithe
apeecd, Torced it exile or bevainwe
victims ol police harrissment. ) HTI
were thrown outl of work amd Tived

aceused

sirrestaal,

under miserable conditines

The governmend
imperssible for the Indan Congress
o Tunction as a legal orgamsation
The Congress ollices wire fovrced 1o

|l'|;|1.!_u' i

climie down,

During this perd, the Congress
having been silenced. many blacks
jumped onte the bamndwagon il
claimed the keadership of the people.
whose  true  leaders were cithe
languishing in jail. gagged or Toreed
into exibe.

Many  were  guick o aecepl
positions e Sonth \Lln_q.'.'m
Indian Counal or Local Allrs
Commitiee st

I 1970in o senes ol 0k

mectings held throughout Matal. the
Indian people called Tor the rey mal
of the NIC and condemnad  the
gonernment created imstitutions anal
leaders.

Leaders like Mewa Ramgobin,
George Sewpersadh and AS Chetn
were mandated w revive the militant
Indian opposition under the hanner
ol the NIC.



SHEBEENS

-

THE ideal Soweto shebeen should
be a diming area. kitchen, storeroom
amd two inlets — one Tor the ladies
and the other for the men.

Soosav Lucky Michaels. chairman
of the Soweto Tarverners
Mol on

For this gentleman. manager of
the sophisticated Pelican nightclub
this may be casv, Not so for the
majornty of Soweto hguor sellers
w ho are forced 1o operate under one
who are forced o operate under

primative and poveriv-siricken
comdinns,
Mr Michaels s heading  the

imataitive o have shebeens legalised.
In theory this may be admirable —
m practise it may mean many small
vperalors will have 1o close down.

his s because the planned
legislation carries with it some ven
Large disadvantages least of which is
a B6M annual livence Tee. And then
a business hicence lor the premises ...
amd a clean criminal record.
revord

I'he cherry on the top is the
stipulation that the shebeen must be
on premises that are owned and not
rented by the operator,

Quict moment in a small shebeen ... the mew laws will help only the big time operators

The little shebeens:

Where no-one claps

for legal boozing

All these totally ignore the actual
situation in which most liguor sellers
lind themselves — a situation in
which they work llegally.

In Soweto and probably in most
other townships. many of the
shebeen operators seem 1o be
women in the business because there
is no other wav o support thar
Famlies,

The mass of legislation that
controls the lives of blacks in this
country ¢comes down heaviest on
women who bear the tripple burden

of being female. black and working
class.

Women., as permanen! minors,
cannot own their own houses, Their
presence in urban areas s dependent
on a relanonship with a man.

It s little wonder, that selling
liquor is preferable to starving in a
homeland — or in the backvard of a
white houschold.

This is why Thandi runs a shebeen
— out of necessity rather than
choice. She was deserted by her

husband in 1976, has no Section 10
rights and has three childres to
provide for.

Aflter her hushand left her. The
Jjob that Thandi could find was as a
domestic servant. She rejected it
because, she says: “R40 a month is
o little. who can look after the
children?

On a good weekend Thandi will
make up to R30. She says she is
never without monev, but olten
finds it hard to make ends meet. She

SASPU NATIONAL 10

doesn’t enjov selling liguor. 1 am
up from Friday morning through 1o
Monday night and what kind of life
can that be for the children? But
this she feels is her best option.

The recent moves 1o legalise
shebeens have fundamentally threa-
tened Thandi and scores of women
like her.

She is illegally in Johannesburg
and her house is still registered in her
husband’s name.

She cannot afford the proposed
R600 licence fee nor for alterations
necessary 1o turn her husband’s
house into busines premises.

For Thandi and those like her. the
legalisation initiative can only serve
to create a hicrarchy of wealth and
power that will increasingly push
out those in a more vulnerable
position.

Attempts by the state 1o control
the liguor selling business in areas
like Soweto then becomes part of the
strategy 1o co-opl a black middile
class at the same lime as ensuring
that all those whose stake in the
system s himited. are wiped out.

The hazy case of Mr Tindleni’s committee

SILAS Tindleni is a man with ver
defimite views o community issues.
But he's not <o dehimite about the
organisation he represents.

Conmtroversial Mr Tindleny 1=
chairman of and spokesman for the
Langa. Guguletu and Nvange Co-
ordinating Civic Council (CCC).

He has been a school tcacher since
1942 and s at present studving for a
doctorate in philosophy at the
University of Cape Town.

Accordimg 10 Mr Tindleni the
COCC was launched at a mass
mecting in 1975 when the people
repected the Urban Bantu Councils.
“They were tantamount to advisory
bodies™. he said. At the meeting a
I:-man and two-woman exccutive
was ¢lected and 1t has not changed
significantly since then. Mr Tindleni
said that the Administration Board
wanted to join the UBC but that
until recently no harassmenent had
been experienced.

When asked for details about his
organisation Mr Tindlent’s replies
were vague and unspecific. The CCC

he sand. maimtamed no ofhices and

funding was arranged on an ad hoe
hasis. According to Mr Tindlem 50
cents was collected from each house
when a group of Nvanga residents
had to be defended in the Supreme
Court recently.

Other issues tackled by the CCC,
he said were housing. rent and
education. Two vears ago the CCC
executive saw the Secretary lor
Education. Mr Rossouw.and point-
ed out that there were no teacher
training schools or vocational
schools in the Western Cape lor
blacks. Mr Tindlemi said that the
authorities were responsible but
only after a very long time.

Tuming to the demands of the
boveoiting students he felt that these
oo, would be met in the main,
although only after some delay. He
regarded the educauon bovcotis as
an extreme action but thought it
justified under the circumstances.
Mr Tindleni said that he agreed with
the demands of students and that it
was merely on the question of
strategy that he disagreed. He felt
that the books had been provided.

Silas Tindleni: Very definite

the school were built and these
facilities should have been taken
advantage ol

The boycott had gone on for oo
long and had become counter
productive, he said.

On the question of full citizenship |

for blacks., Mr Tindleni said that
CCC saw South Africa asa unitary
state. “we regard ourselves as South
Africans and totally reject the
Homelands system, whether consol-
idated or otherwise ™,

He said that the 99 vear lease
system was ““not loo good but better
than nothing”™ in the areas that it had
been granted.

When asked his opinion on
suggestions that military conscript-
ion be extended to blacks, Mr
Tindleni said that he totally rejected
the idea. He said that blacks were
“treated as babies™ in South Alrica
people could not be expected 10
defend a country in which they were
“merely tolerated™.

Recently Mr Tindleni came under
strong criticism from, among others,
the Bus Committee for joining a
delegation to Pretona to discuss the
Cape bus boycott. Other than Mr
Tindleni. the delegation consisted of
Mr John Rees and Mrs Daphne
Wilson. National Director and

Western Cape Chairperson respect-
ively of the South African Institute
of Race Relatons.

The delegate met the Minister of
Transport., Mr Heunis, and the
Minister of Police. Mr Le Grange. 1o
point out the dangers inherent in the
state clampdown on unregistered
taxis. Both ministers remained
adamant that they could not turn a
blind eve to the use of illegal raxis.
They would also not permit their
officails 1o carry out their duties
unarmed.

The policy of the Bus Action
Committee has been one ol non-
negotiation and Mr Tindleni was
criticised for attengding the talks.
without obtaining any mandate
from his contituency,

Mr Tindleni replied that he did
not need a mandate because he went
in his capacily as an associate
member to the SAIRR. Further. he
said that the anonvmous group of
people who “call themselves the Bus
Action Committtee™ had not playved
anv significant role in the boycott.



Unions
dispute
community
Alliance

THE recemt unrest in the Eastern
Cape has spotlighted growing
worker struggle in South Africa.

This shows the increasing
awareness of the need 1o combine
f.'n.'lm:..-r'hmr rsues  with broader
COMMUNILY issues.

This is reflected in the conflict
between the two unions OFEanising
workers in the Port Elizabeth Motor
Industry. _

One umion, The United Automob-
ile and Rubber Workers' Union
(UAW), aMiliated 10 FOSATU, was
recognised by Ford some vears ago.

Recognition was chanelled
through the Government Liason
Committee system. The union has
remained weak on the factory Moor.

The other union, the Motor
Assembly and Component
Worker's Union (Macwusa) was
formed after a breakaway from the
UAW.

The initial conflict was over the
UAW's handling of last vear's
strike. UAW was criticised for not
negotiating strongly enough during
the sirike. UAW's president. John
Mke acted as an interpreter for
management during the strike, a
move condemned by workers. which
reinforced  accusations that  the
union was pro-management.

During the strike the Ford Action
Committee had strong worker
support. It appeared 1o play a
crucial role in winning worker
demands.

Chairman, Mr Dumile Makhan-
da, has sad: “Mr Mke failed 10
negotiate efTectively with Ford
management aboul annual bonusses
and reinstatement after the sirike,
but the Action Committee did
succesfully.™

The Action Committee subseque-
ntly formed Macwusa, with Mr
Makhanda as chairman. Macwusa
has strong links with Pebco, a civie
association formed in mid-1979.

Although Macwusa was formed
as a result of UAW's poor handling
of the strike, there appears to be
more fundamental conflict involved.
This is over the issue of community
involvement in workers struggles.

Macwusa argues that they want
the unions to be involved in com-
munity issues, Makhanda believes
that it is not possible to separate a
worker's work life from his home
life.

UAW argues that umions cannol
be involved in community issucs,
but rather that their role lies in the
factory.

The issues of community support
for factory struggles and workers
support for cummunity struggles
has featured much in the recent
unrest . throughout the country.
Community suppornt for the Fatuis
and Monis workers and the meat
workers an Cape Town as well as
worker support for the bus boyeolts
have been crucial for those struggles.

Coming
Soon!
The struggle

against JHB
removals ...

WHEN popular cries for housing
became so shrill that even the deafer
state bureaucrats are disturbed by
the din. government trundle out a
favourite mufMling mechanism: the
housing queue.

The success of the *“gueue™
depends on its subtle mixiure of
part-dream and part reality,. A
number of houses — just enough to
look convincing, but not nearly

enough to solve the problem. are=

built amidst loud public ballhoo.

Those not lucky enough to live in
one of these houses get their names
entered on a list. And on that list
theyv remain, year after vyear,
paticntly waiting thier turns.

The method is widely practised in
Latin Amenca. It is also very
popular in South Africa. But in
South Afnca. the mechanism s
breaking down. People are taking
the law into their own hands, risking
whatever pumishments mav await
them, 1o form sguatter movemenis
and 1o occupy land.

In vanous parts of the ¢ountry,
maost notably the Western Cape,
people have resorted to setting up
shanty settlements on  privately
hired ground.

In Johannesburg., blacks have
rented homes in “white™ groups
areas. They have fullilled the legal
requirements for contracts between
landlords and tenanis. but have
broken various raciallyv-based
Provisions,

The response ol the government
has been overwhelmingly punitive,
Shanty towns and squatters have
been threatened.

Until recently the incvitable
response was the marshalling of
state bulldozers 1o the scene.

The legal defimmtion of
“squatting”--has been stretched 10

Stark choice
for hundreds

of homeless:
Housing lists
or bulldozers

hundreds of thousands of people.
The state has had to provide housing
for 700 O people just 1o creale
separate racially based residential

limits unimagined by any dictionary
compiler and severe legal penalties
await anvone involved in squatting.

Black tenants in “white™ areas
have been subjected to constant
police attention, court appearances
hines and evictions.

If bBlack South Africans have
deserted - the housing queue it is
certainly not because they expect the
goverment 1o look sympathetically
upon their illegal sclf-help housing
schemes.

1t 1s because their hopes ol getting
a home by simply waiting have faded
beyond all recognition.

During the yvears of waiting the
housing  dilficulties have become
compounded. People have braced
themselves to living in fear of the law
— bant living an least with a roolover
their heads.

The Group Arcas Act has
demanded the rehousing of

arcas. How then could it pay
attention 1o those others on the
housing queue?

In recent vears the State has
attempted 1w justify Group Areas
Act removals as “slums clearance™.
There have been numerous counter-
arguments Lo this:
® Case studies — Tor instance in
Johannesburg’s Pageveiw and Cape
Town's District Six — have revealed
wide-spread  destruction of  solid,
habitable homes,
® The Indian community of
Transvaal is notably wealthier than
that of Natal. Yet it has been in the
Transvaal that Indians have been
particularly rigorously uprooted.
® The Group Areas Act has created
more slums than it has cleared. The
pre-occupation  with  uprooting
seltled people rather than providing
for the natwral growth: of
communitics has led 10 unimagined
overcrowding.
® Overcrowding is one of the main
vardsticks in defiming a slum. In
Lenasia an estimated | 900 were
without housing in 1979, living in
garages and outbuildings. Yeu
housing priority was to be given to
920 Pageview lamilics. most of
whom were being meved
involuntarily.
® Resettlement has also led to the
state turming a blind eve 1o appalling
slum conditions within established
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black arcas. and excluding people
Iving under such conditions from
odlicial estimates of housing needs,

Kliptown. just South of
Johanncsburg. which must rate as
the worst slum in the city, stood
largely untouched by housing
authoritics, when  Pageview  was
declared “white™ and was drained of
its Coloured residents.

Maost Bimilies in K liptown had nim
more than one room Lo live in, The
shared taps and toilets in their vards
and depended on night=soil remaoval.
They went without electricity.

For years almost all Kliptown
residents could pet a home in
neighbouring Eldorado Park. Only
in the last two vears has this arca
begun 1o be cleared lor
improvepent. Substantial parts of it
still stand unchanged.
® In certain cases the State has been
accused of actually building slums,

* This is a cry that has been repeatedly

raised by residents of  Lenasia®™
Thomsville community who live in
two=roomed units created by the
State in the carly 19605 — withowot
electricity, with communal taps and
losilets.

Inadequate atention — and in
sOMmie cases o allention gl all — has
been paid 1o such normal planning
aspects as population growth and
mugration.

Indeed, a recent Supreme Coun
Jjudgement could have the efect than
migration will be considercd an
unrcasonable expectation lor
Coloured and Indian South
Alrncans,

Actstop, a Johannesburg tenanis
orgamsation.  has  pointed 10 the
rrationality ol ignonng the hink
between the need for manpower on
the one hand and housing on the
other.

Many tenants who have deficd the
Giroup Arcas Act i living central
Johannesburg, have
because thas was the only place that
necded their labour

Black leaders and even oppaosition
members of parliament have been
unanimous  that  the howsing
situation will be imposed 1o solve
while the Group Arcas Act remains
It has been seen From the expericnoes
ol the white community  that
tremendous  resource. State amd
private, are required o Tully hoose a
commumity, I this is so, even onmder
the most advantageous conditions,
then Black communitics know they
have no hope while they are severcly
restrictod.

1_|41|1.; wil i



INANDA
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Inanda: The lull after the storm

o B =
St
L i F - -

-

iy * I.-.'L
J*"‘ . “‘ it
" 'Ir. =

W '
T
‘W L'H: W g L]
— e 3 E 5

-

==

THE shining metal pit privys that
dot the Inanda hillsides near
Durban are alone no longer. Deep
green ribbons  thread their way
around the toilets. Tents, green
tents, free. green Co-operation and
Development tents,

Occasionally the green pattern is
fudged by a blotch of brown, Wattle
and daub, plywood sheeting shacks
are steadily going up.

It was bizarre enough o see the
lonely toilets spring up in this town,
now  recovering from a  massive
tvphoid epidemic. It was as il Dali
hud been employed as planning
comsuliant to the state.

But aow one is confronted with
the beginnings of a shanty-lown —
seemingly  procecding with the
approval of the Department ol Co-
operation and Development.

Following Inanda’s recent
epidemic. there was a mad oflicial
scramble 1o develop “site and
service’ areas. The Urban
Foundation was drawn in and is
now preparing a report for the
government which will be the basis
ol the planning brief for the eventual
township. ’
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Tents and tin privvys dot the hillside in the shanty town of Inanda.

-

What going on inside those silent
green tents in the ‘typhoid town’?

The UF. has s own site
manager. who is housed in a rather
tatty  wooden  structure.  Chanty
fellow. From Tanganvika. **l came
south with the winds of change™. he
SAVS.

He speaks Zulu and his idea is to
get people to build their own houses
1o as reasonable a standard as their
means will allow,

He wants o targel certain sites
and get these to act as catalysts. He
wants to get moving. He seems o
realize the danger of delay, for the
people will be harder 1o motivate as
the weeks pass.

But he's waiting for the UF
commitiees 1o pass the budget he
needs. Then he can buy trowels,
picks, spades and levels, which can
be loancd out. Then things will
move,

What is the Departiment of Co-
operation and Development doing.
one asks? Oh. they hand out tenis
and things. The *“things™ are

ambiguous. What else is Co-op and

Dev doing? Very lutle. it appears.

More and more Ffamilies are being
resetiled. But there appears to be no
movement! towards building
schools, leisure areas and clinics,
Inanda appears to be in a lull.

No building standards appear 1o
have been applied at the “site and
service” area. The shacks being put
up there are duplicates of those in
the rest of Inanda, just a little more
ordered and a lot more crowded.

With no self-help or upgrading,
only the rather ad hoc patchwork
UF approach, the area looks set 1o
becomming another shanty town.

Ordered for control, built by the
residents at their own cost, with no
Facilities and few services, Inanda is
at present in a limbo-like position.

Quite what the authorities are up
to is difficult to asses. One thing is
definite: they are completely cut ofl
from the community they are
planning for. This comes as no
surprise il one considers their past
record.

Yet. the fact that they have

changed their approach and
attempted “site and service™ had led
some to speculate that their
community contact might also
become more sophisticated. It
hasnt. The Urban Foundation
would appear to be performing that
role.

The only attempt at communicat-
ion has been via a committee on
which sit various landlords and the
Verulam Chiel Magistrate.

This committee 15 increasingly
held in suspicion by the residents,
who consider it to be run by the very
people who oppress them.

“Communmication”™ consists ol
calling mass meetings which are
addressed by wvarious committee
members. The only other
communication medium is the
neighbourhood grapevine — and
Inanda is rife with rumours, only
some of them true.

To take one example: When
people move 10 the “site and
service” area, they are given a day's
rations, Rumour has it that this s a

monthly handout. Not so. But the '
SlOTICS ENCOUrage some [0 move,

The role of the landlords is an
ambivalent one, On the one hand
they are exploiters and hold
positions of power. Yet because of
this they have access. albeit limited.
to the authorities and can and do use
this on behall of their enants,

Thus, the tenants must rely on
them. not only for land. but for
assistance in a broad range of other
matlers.

Rogers Ngcobo typifies this
position. He was an Inkatha leader
who ¢laimed to represent the Inanda
people in the Kwazulu Assembly.

He has recently taken to attacking
Inkatha at public meetings in
Inanda, his favourite theme being to
guestion where Inkatha
membership dues go to. Why, he
asks, have thev not been used to
build community facilities in
Inanda? .

H_E has wrged people to stop
paving their membership dues, and
he claims to no longer be in Inkatha.
~ This new populist line possibly
ndicates that Mr Ngcobo sensed a
deep and growing resentment by the

mass of the people.
It could also point 1o serious rifts
soon  within Inkatha at the

community level,

SUPPORT for the Cape’s bus
boveott remains high with the buses
still running empty as the campaign
gocs into its fourth month.

Despite extensive harassment and
government and City Tramwavs co-
operation, the courage and
organisation of the communities has
il lessened.

The attempis to break the boveott
have been described by a member of
the Bus Action Committee as a
“Inghtening line-up ol State power.,
consisting of Road Transportation
mspectors, police and the courts™,

One of the most consistent plovs
by the police and bus company has
been the clampdown on  illegal
passenger transportation. At the
start of the clampdown, various
unsubtle and unofficial methods
were used — such as the dropping of
pamphleis and bus drivers wearing
plunclothes 1o enlice passengers.

But then the tactics of the would-
be boveott busters changed: police
and members of the Road
Transportation Board. heavily
armed with semi-automatic
weapons, began indiscriminantly
harassing people offering lifts to
olhers.

Queues of commuters were
lorcibly prevented from getting into
cars and the drivers of pirate taxis,

All aboard? Not
on Cape busses

whether they accepled passengers or
not, were arrested and handcufTed
and their cars impounded.

Magistrates” Courts began Ninding
people without permits guilty for
charging passengers — often fining
them up to R2040,

A plea by the South African
Institute of Race Relations that the
vigorous enforcement of the
transport laws be relaxed until the
boveott was sorted oul, was
sniggered at by Chris  Heunis,
Minister of Transport. and Cabinet
colleague. Louis Le Grange,
Minister ol Police.

After the initial police action, the
pirate taxi movement scemed to be
crushed, but the boycott was not:
people walked instead. Yet pirate
laxis do continue 1o operate at great
risk. After an initial outery in the
Press when the first cars were
impounded. that issue was dropped
but people are still being stopped
dauly on their way in and out of the
townships.

Court cases of those charged are
heard at the rate of about 20 a week.
Using the presumptive clause in the
Transportation Act — that if any
passengers are carned by anvone,
the onus 15 on them to prove that
they have not accepted payment —
virtually all were Found guilty.

One drver told of how he had
been travelting with his family, when
the police stopped him, searched his
pockets, found some change and
charged him with illegally conveying
passengers — who were later
described as “unreliable witnesses™

The fact that many of those found
guilty are unrepresented — being
unable to afford lawyers or not
aware of their rights — while several
with legal representations have been
acquitted, is cause for even grealer
concern. Those charged have told of
how they have been refused the right
to contact a lawyer and threatened
with imprisionment.

Buit the boycott goes on — and
has even led to a degree of co-

ﬁ‘ A

Windscreen of an rﬁl taxi, allegedly

- -

shattered during a police swoop

operation between the legal tax
drivers and the pirates. While the
legal taxis claim 1o be doing the
people a service and supporting the
boycott, they are also making a
profit — charging about five cents
less than the City Tramways® fare.
But the pirate drivers are forced 1o
accept the situation — often letting
the legal drivers pick people up al
the stations but then runming them
into the townships or working only
in off peak hours.

Under the circumstances. a taxi
permit is very dilficult 10 obtain:
people have accused officials ol
being unwilling to issue them and
the legal drivers of being jealous and

unhelplul. not to mention the cost —
about R6O0.

There is little alternative but 1o
take the risks and run illegally and
because of the high level of
communily support, people are
willing 1o do so. The buses remain
emply.

But the harassment and daily
humiliation for those on the
receiving end are not without spin
ofl.

Commented one community
leader: **All that the State is doing is
making the people angrier,
increasing their solidarnity, feeding
their political awareness and
delaying the search for a solution.™



RENT INCREASES

Resistance to
rising rents — a
thorn in the
side of Durban
City Council

NINE out of ten Durban Indian and
Coloured houscholders did not pay
their rents in October. These people
joined a rent bovcott so huge even
the leaders of community housing
action groups were astounded.
The immediate cause of the
bovcott was an up-to-15 percent
increase in rents by the City
Council, implemented despite
vociferous protest by the mass of the
people in the housing schemes.
Public meetings and representat-
ions through the people’s communi-
ty orgamisations went unheeded by
the Council. Only when the boycott
blew up, did the Council take note of
— and back down very smartly.
Naturally, the issue has received
some. coverage in the media. But,
true to form, it is has largely
focussed on ““newsy™, sensational
items.” Even where the media have
attempted “background stones™
they have largely obscured the issue.
Phoenix and Newlands are bar-
ren, sprawling townships on Durb-
an's northern periphery. Built on
steep hilly land once part of the
wealthy North Coast sugar baron’s

estate. They are tucked away from
the White Durbanites sight. But as
one travels north on the Inanda road
after turning off the Outer Ring
Road one sees in the distance
hundreds of white rectangular
blocks spotted across the hillsides.

Al this distance the monotony is
not apparent. In fact, some might
find a “romantic™ artistic quality in
the view. But as one gets closer, one
sees the reality: the monotony of
Council housing.

The Durban City Engineers who
were responsible for the town
planning thought a coat of white
paint would hide the drabness and
the failure of the scheme. For it is a
failure — whether one sees econom-
ic. planning or social criteria.

These faiiures have a direct
bearing on the rents ssue. In a
memorandum from the Durban
Housing Action Committee
(DHAC) to the city council, high
rents were due to:
® The high cost of land — in some
cases it appears that a price higher
than market value was paid for the
land.

Mass support at a recent rent protest meeting
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Jubilation reigns in response to a unanimous decision to boycott rent increases

® The poor choice of land — in both
MNewlands East (53 percent) and
Phoenix (about 50 percent). Large
tracts of land are unusable for
building houses.

® The high cgnstruction cost due to
the poor quality of the land. *

DHAC is an umbrella, co-ordina-
ting commitlee, comprising several
residents’ community organisations,
including the Phoenix Rent Action
Committee (PRAC), Phoemx
Working Committee (PWC), Chats-
worth Housing Action Committee
(CHAC), Asherville Housing Act-
ion Committee, Sydenham Heights
Housing Action Committee, New-
lands East Housing Action
Committee and Merewent Housing
Action Committee.

The rent 1ssue proved that DHAC
and its affiliates have widespread
grass roots suppori, yet the City
Council has, unul very recently,
ignored this fact.

They chose to deal with the Local
Affairs Committees (LACS), tooth-
less advisory groups regarded by the
communities as sell-outs and stoog-
es.

Yet when the boycott took effect,
the Council immediately retreated.
Its management committee deferred
the increases for four months and
voled R600 000 to cover the deficit.
This was an important, if small,
victory.

DHAC faces the task now of
making the people see the victory in
perspective.

[t has won only one small battle. The
increases are to be implemented
again in February.

They need to prepare now for the
looming confrontation. DHAC
stresses: “Remember! The boycott
has been postponed! But the rent
struggle continues!™

Yet it 15 still a victory. DHAC has

proven that the people are umted.
They have stopped the rent increases
for four months.

More importantly, they have
forced the council to recognise
DHAC and its affiliates.

The council now intends forming
a sub-committee to look into the
rent structure and DHAC has been
invited to participate.

There is some debate within
DHAC whether to do so. However,
this i an excellent opportunity to
demostrate clearly to the council
that the LAC"s are dummy institu-
ions and that the people’s represent-
atives in the DHAC groups are the
only ones to deal with.

PRAC and the Newlands Easi
Residents Committee have conduct-
ed a survey of their areas. The
situation it bears out is a bleak one.

The survey showed that in Phoen-
ix, 44 percent of the household were
living below the Houschold Subsist-
ence Level” (HSL). In Newlands
East, 47 percent, were below the
HSL.

In Phoenix 82,3 percent of house-
hold heads earned less than R250 per
month. In Newlands the comparable
figure was 57.5 percent. In Phoenix
only 306 percent of household
heads paid less than 25 percent of
their income in rents, while over 20
percent paid more than 50 percent of
income in rent.

The rent paid by a Phoenix
resident includes interest and rede-
mption charges made by the Depart-
ment of Community Development.

The City Council adds on “other
charges” for services, for adiminis-
tration costs, for insurance and for
“irrecoverable rent”. And in addit-
ion there are the normal consumpt-
on charges for water and electricity.

A person earning less than R150
per month will pay the Department

of Community Development §
percent of hisSher income i basic
rent. But he could pay out up to 50
percent in his rent because of
additional charges made by the city
council.

Each financial vyear the city
council estimates its costs and bills
the residents via the monthy rents.
When there have been deficits, the
Corporation General Rate Fund has
absorbed these.

But this year the council decided
to increase the rents instead, follow-
ing a deficit of R1,473 million.

This may seem a huge sum, but is
insubsitantial when one compares it
with the R2 million deficit on
swimming pools and R 1.5 million on
white transport, both of which the
council absorbed.

DHAC rejects the Council's
methods for offsetting the deficit. It
calls for urgent attention to be given
to a reduction of the Council's -
“other” charges.
® Although the boycolt has been
called ofl for four months and the
rent increases suspended, tenants do
not know how much to pay.

Their rent slips for Ocriober
include the new uncrease.

Since no resident knows precisely
what percentage was added 1o this
bill, they cannot deduct the appro-
priate amount and pay the balance.

The Council has wrnitien to
DHAC threatening to take **normal
action™ against rent defauliers. It
also stated that it would deal
individually with tenants who had
“particular difficulties in settling
overdue accounts™,

DHAC had demanded that new
rentals slips be issued before people
be expected to pay. The group 1o be
willing to take the Council to court
should it pursue “fdormal action™
against tenants.

OVER 400 workers — the entire
Collandale Cannery workforce —
stopped work and left the premises
of the East London pineapple
processing factory on August 27.

Their reason was that they wanted
an explanation for the retrenchment
of five collegues, one of whom had
recently been elected chairperson of
the committes of the African Food
& Canning Workers Union
(AFCWLU). At the time of the work
stoppage 354 of the workers were
members of the union.

Before they stopped work, the
workers sent their newly elected
union committee 1o discuss the
retrenchement  with management
who refused to talk with them.

Management said they would
only talk with the liason committee
— a form of representation which
the workers reject.

Workers put the squeeze on
bosses at pineapple factory

Workers then gathered in their
canteen and refused 1o work until
explanations were given flor the
retrenchment. Management 1old
them to *return to work or get out™,
They then left the factory.

On returning the next day, they
found officials of the Department of
Manpower and security police at the
gate. Again management would not
talk with the workers. The security
police told them they had five
minutes 1o get to work or go heme.
They went home.

When on the Friday they came to
collect their pay, they were told they
were dismissed and could reapply
for jobs on September &, 10 days
later.

The workers decided not to collect
their pay, not to accepl dismissal
and not to apply for re-employment.

On September 8, riot police in
several vans were outside the
lactory. The workers had planned 1o
negotiate, but naw did not do so.

On that day and on succeeding
days, management took on new

workers and later claimed that
production was back to normal.

The retrenchment was seen as
clear victimiusation. for never before
had only a flew workers been
retrenched., and never at the start of
the pineapple season. Further, their
leader had a responsible job and
cight vears of service.

The workers have resolved that
either all go back or none at all.

The food and canning workers of

East London {(over 1000 members)
adopted the tollowing resolutions:

®To call for the reinstatement of all
the workers,

®To call for a boveout of the
products of Collondale Cannery
wnitil evervone 1s reinstated.

oMot 1o handle any of Collondale
Cannery’s pineapples at the other
lactories,

Collondale products are under the
labels, Western Pride, John West
and Sainsburys,

Once again management  have
shown total niransigence in negol-
wting  with  democratic  workers’
commitlees and have again shown
the inadeguacy of the entire svsiem
ol worker representation,

Lntil management comes totlerms
with the reality of non-registered
trade umons and their orgamsing
promise of democratic worker
representation,
this ssue will continue escalating.

conflict  regarding



BLACK JAZZ
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A vital jazz that is wniquely South

Africa

Crazy nights in the
slum with Zulu Boy
and those Maniacs

OH, MAN, IT WAS GREAT.YOU'PAID ABOB AND DANCED ALL

NIGHT. STAND BY FOR THE STORY OF THE JAZZ MANIACS...

IN THE 1930"s the slums of Johan-
nesburg produced a band that
played what were possibly the hirst
pieces of indigenous jazz to come
out of Africa.

The band was called the Jazz
Maniacs and was started by a young
man known as Solomon * Zulu Boy™
Cele. Perhaps more than any other
group of musicians, the band
created a vital jazz that was uniguely
South African.

They did this by taking the
working class African music that
had been born in the slums of Egoli,
mixing it with imported American
swing, and arranging it into sophist-
icated orchestral pieces.

At its heights under the leadership
of Wilson “King Force™ Silgee, the
band was a legend in the townships
of South Africa. A |15-piece swing

" unit that had to keep double

appointments at the township halls
50 as not 1o dissappoint fans it also
had enough variety to white middle-
class audiences in Johannesburgs'
night clubs.

To really understand the significa-
nce of the Jazz Maniacs one must
look at the story of how the band
began. To do this one needs 1o go
back to the first decades of this
century.

They were violent and harsh years
for the black people of this country.
In the wake of the notorious Land
Act of 1913 thousands of people
flocked 10 the towns in search of
work in the white-owned mines and
factories.

In the towns the local authorities
and the employers of this chea
labour force did little to house their
workers and a serious shortage of
accomodation arese. Slum land-
lords hastily built shacks ol brick
and tin and let them out to blacks

2 ® Pics by Wilson Silgee

desperate lor accomodation at
exorbitant rents.

The most densely populated slum
arcas that resulted were in Doomf-
ontein and Prospect Township on
the fringes of the city cetre.

It was here and in similar places
like Marabastad in Pretoria that
South Africa’s own tradition of jazz
has its roots.

Unemployement and exploitation
wages ensured that slum dwellers
were always on the look out for
other wavs of making a living.
Women began brewing and selling
beer at shebeens, and held wild
dance parties that sometimes lasted
all weekend.

It was this enviroment that
provided the conditions for a form
of working class jazz to take root.
Many creative young men stifled by
the boredom and exploitation of the
industrial world began o teach each
themselves simple skills and offer
their service to the shebeens queens.

3 King Force Silgee

This is how Wilson Silgee describ-
es the times: “Marabi: that was the
environment. It was either organ but
mostly piano. You get there you pay
your 10 cents you get your share of
whatever concoction there is and
yvou dance. It used to start from
Friday might ri_‘ght through to
Sunday evening. You get tired yvou
go home, go and sleep. and come
back again, bob a time each time you
get in. The piano and with the
audience making lot of noise. Trying
1o make some theme out of what is

P
e musicians that played in these
shebeens and marabi joints were the
pioneers of South African jazr.
“Zulu Bov™ Cele was one of them,
a popular marabi pianist in the
Doornfontein slum yard shebeens,
Like his Amencan counterparis
Count Bassie and Duke Ellington,
who also began their careers as
performers at rent parties, he began
to experiment with a bigger band.

In Johannesburg, ex SSRC member
Titi Mtenyane was released from
detention. He was detained along
with members of the Congress of
South African Students (Cosas) in
December last year.

Titi Mtenjane

He was released in April with the
Cosas detainees but was redetained
the following week under Section 6
of the Terrorism Act.

When asked to comment on his
detention Mr Mtenyane said: “It's
been a number of vears since I've
had Christmas at home.”

In August 1979 the People's Space
opened 10 a fanfare of publicity and

high ideals,

lts aims: o nurture local talent
and to stress “honesty, dedication
and relevance™ in “a theatre whose
art emerges from our greater society
and s made for it™. Its plan: to take
production on tour in the Cape
Town area and to provide transport
for audiences to the theatre. lis
policy: to present plays which
challenge social and political

conditions in South Africa,

How much of this have we seen,
and how much are we going 1o see?

In a year, the People’s Space has
mounted 22 plays. 12 were plays by
South African writers and 7 were
new plays-by black South African
writers. But this in itself hasn’t made
for ““honesty, dedication and
relevance™. The People's Space has
been badly organised and
fragmented, creating for, itself a
confused and confusing image.
Why?

Firstly the people behind the
People’s Space made mistakes which
could have been avoided.

® The People’s Space was so
enthusiastic that it opened before
the Old Space (housed in the same
building) had officially closed. They
should have taken time to plan and
organise, to stabilise a committed
company and to work out a
systematic pohicy.

Whatever happened
to the people at
the people’s space?

® The bus to transport productions
and audiences, whichi should have

been a priority has only now been
acquired. So a major function of the
theatre is viable for the first time.

® It is difficalt w0 justufy a
production like Chinchilla, a
glamourous and costly play which
stood as monument 1o irrelevant
frivolity during the time of the
schools boycotts and the Cape Flats
unrest. Il the People’s Space is to live
up to its name, there is no point in
productions of a high theatrical
standard that have little meaning for
the community which the theatre
SETVES.

® Morya Fine, the administrative
manager, recently toured the West
End in London considering plays for
production at the People's Space. Is
this really necessary?

Of course .there have been
financial problems. The People's
Space, like the Old Space, has been
denied a subsidy by the government

which justifies a (R3 million annual
budget to the CAPE Performing
Arts Board — which Cape
overspends on items like R500 wigs
for restoration comedies.

It is a fact that experimental
theatre doesn’t make money, and
good box office often means
horrible theatre — witness the
packed houses for PYJAMA TOPS,
a silly sex farce, at the Baxter .

Rob Amato, the chairperson of
the People’s Space, has put a lot of
his own money into the theatre .
They have had a R15 000 subsidy
from Anglo American, and have
now applied for a R70 000 grant
from the Urban Foundation.
Perhaps the theatre should forget
fund raising from business
organisations and accept the need to
work with a company that supports
itself by other means — like the
Serpent Players in Port Elizabeth,
who produced THE ISLAND and
SIZWE BANZI IS DEAD.

But the real prnhkrﬁ goes deeper.

What ARE the prioritics of the
People's Space? Are they theatrical
or social? [s the objective to produce
aesthetically and dramatical
appealing theatre based on
European models, or is it South
African theatre motivated by a
commitment 1o social change?

Rob (*I remain a liberal®*) Amato
states that he doesn’t believe in a
single vision; theatre must be
“vaned, rich and complex, because
the world is that way.™ True enough.
But philosophy won't make the
People’s Space work elfectively,
Why not leave elaborate
productions and overseas imports to
the big commercial theatres and
concentrate on what we've got and
what we can make.

When the theatre reopens in
October after a three month break,
there will be some new directives,
Every production must be cheap and
portable to tour in the Hi-Ace bus.
“Serious content™ and ** relevance™
will be required of the plays. (No
more Chinchilla's).

Hopefully things will improve.
But Rob Amato’s fine ideals musi
come Lo terms with concrete reality.
Until the People's Space takes an
uncompromising and consistant
stand and sticks to it, its public will
remain sceptical.



In the early 1930°s a number of
musicians from the Cape began to
form bigger combinations and play
American swing. The most famous
of these was a group led by Peter
Rezant and called the Merry Black-
birds. Inspired by their example,
Zulu Boy decided 1o form his own
band and the Jarr Maniacs were
born,

He collected a number of music
ns many of whom were later to
become houschold names in the
muysical world of the townships.

“They were fellas who grew up i
the ghetto, a lot of marabi stull
being plaved and so when they took
up band playving we used 10 play
dance numbers actually but then the
beat we put into it would be the
marabi beat. that's how they got
popular. People were used 1o that
kind ol rhythm.”

From the start the band was
unigue. According to Todd Matshi-
Kira writing in the music column for
Drum, “Zulu Boy was the kind of
musician who wanted to bring music
to those who danced to it and if
people danced 10 the new swing
sound, loud. forceful and big, the
same element was present in Mara-
bi.”" And he was not antagonistic off
American swing. but saw in the use
of more instruments the possibility
of developing African jazz ... Marabi
.. inte an orchestral form so that

Jarr Manmacs rehearsing at the

Bantu Men's Social Centre, 1945

?nmiv: of African origin would find
Jis place side by side with imported
dance music.”” And this music
reflected the ghetto arigins of the
musicians who formed the Jazz
Maniacs.

The band always refused to
submilt 1o the exploitation of the
recording industry and preferred to
play 10 live audiences. However they
did cut a record on on occassion and
this was called lzikhalo Zika Z Boy
— The Lament of Zulu Boy. ;

This is what Jacob Moeketsi, the
veteran pl'ﬂ!f'li!l for the band, has to
say about itz 1 mean the type of
compaosition that a man puts down is
very much determined by his envir-

to submit to the
5 exploitation of the recording
industry

onment you know and it"s a pathetic
composition o me lzikhalo. His
maother was poor very poor. He lived
in City and Suburban just behind the
pass office vou know,™

“Of course we used 1o get more
money by playing in the nighiclubs
but we didn’t forsake our people for
that.Financially it was the nightclubs
but then we felt we were happier
when we were with our people.™
This was the position that Wilson
Silgee adopted when he was leader
of the band.

By this time Zulu Boy had died a
mysterious and violent death. His
body was lound on the railway line
near Pimville statwon and murder

wits suspecied.

Despite the tragedy, the members
ol the band decided to carry on. In
the tradition of the great New
Orleans funeral bands., they march-
ed Zulu Boy 10 his grave, went home
and unammously elected King
Force as their new leader

Stlgee was a tough and uncompro-
mising leader and under him the
band maintained the popularity that
made it such a powerful force on the
South African I'uu.ur..hlp musig
scene of the 1950s. At this American
swing was becoming increasingly

" _popular amongst both white and

black avdiences and the band which
had by now become totally literate
i music began 1o expand s
repertoire of swing.

At umes, especially at Christmas
it was a risk v ime for us. Al imes we
played at four nighiclubs. We'd
unpack our instruments al the last
nightclub
into the car. rush to the first. From
there it's just with instruments in the
car. Rush tume. It was all fun with
us,”

But those action-packed davs of
success for the band could not last
forever. By the mid 1950s a number
of Torces were combining to ensure
that the band began 1o disintergra-
te. The white musicians® union in
Johannesburg began o pressurise
the management of white night clubs
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o limit the emplovment of black
dance bands. At the same time
violence 1in the townships was
restrict-ing  bosiness at the dance
halls,

The growth ol mbaganga as a
form of commercial recorded miusi
put pressiure on band members o
lorm smaller recording groups and
this caused sertons splits in the
group. The blow came when King
Force left the band, and soon altern
hinally split.

The event marked the end ol an
era in South Alncan musig,

“*The other bands started o break
up too, You see this is through the
cra now, Swing faded away and then
they started this modern ey music,
Mow these old guvs weren't interest-
ed in plaving modern jazs and thes
thought they should pack then
horms .. that™s why these big hand-
hroke up around bere™,

This is the view of Duggy Shinger.,
the veteran trombonist of Soweto
who plaved brielly for the Jass
Maniacs belore the breakup.

Adter the hamd decd. leadership in
the development of South Alncn
pdd forms passed over to vounger
musicians ke Dollar Brand, Johan-
nes Crwanga, Kippie Mocketsi amd
Hugh Masckela. to mention only o
few. But these jars guants ol todias
owe their grounding in music w the
bag band cra that the Jars Maniacs
epitomised.

Dxsllar Bramd ina recent imteryics
pard tnbute to the big bands tha
started him off on his carcer in ths
cra. plaving occassionally  Tor the
Jarr Mamacs. whose pranist was lis
brother Jacobh Mockets.

But most of all, the Jazz Maniacs
miust be remembered tor ihe crocl
role they played in keeping alinv
marabi. the working class Alncan
jagr ol Johanneshburg slums, aml
pasSINg il ONLG 3 VOUNEET Beneration
ol musicians.,

King Force Silgee highlights this
point whien be savs I vou listen 1o
that Mannenburg, il vou listen tir,
that's marabi straight.”™

Beware of dangers of
shopsteward co-option

A RHODES sociology lecturer, Dr
Marianne Roux, has repeated a
warning made carlier this month
that full-time shop stewards were
open o co-option by managment
unless certain conditions were
rigorously observed by the indepen-
dent trade union movement.

She was responding to a letter by
the General Secretary of the inter-
national Metalworkers' Federation
in Geneva, Mr Herman Rebhan,
which hit out at Dr Roux for
warning that the employment of full
time shop stewards need not resultin
progressive union activity in the
Eastern Cape motor industry.

Two East Cape motor gants,
Ford and Volkswagen, have recently
announced the introduction of full
time shop stewards in their motor
plants.

Shop stewards are umon repres-
entatives elected on the factory Noor
and one of their main jobs is to
communicale members' grievances
0 management as they anse.

The black union movement have
argued that it is essential for employ-
ers Lo recognise union shop stewards
as most worker unrest originates

from factory floor grievances. It is
therefore necessary for workers to be
represented by a strong union at this
level.

At Volkswagen 2 000 employees
this month elected three full time
shop stewards at its Untenhage plant.
Full time shop stewards at Ford
however have not vet been elected by

workers. Interim shop stewards
have been appointed to the full time
posts and full election will take place
in January.

The move has peen hailed by
unions and some employers but
certain academic observers including
Dr Roux have warned that the system
could recoil sharply on the compan-
ies and the unions. They believe full
time shop stewards could be identifi-
ed with management because they are
still paid by the company.

Dr Rebhan strongly disagrees with
this view. He said if this was true then
it came as “one heck of a surprise 10
the scores of thousands of shop
stewards in the auto industry world-
wide.™

“Each and every one of them
continues to be on the company
payroll, and many ol them have
offices and secretarial and other

facilities paid for by the company™.

In an interview today Dr Roux said
Dr Rebhan did not appear 1o have
read a complete paragraph before
“bursting into print™.

“Had he read on he would have
seen that some of the conditions he
sees as appropriate to the election of
full time shop stewards are mention-
ed.” she said.

She said: “My article did not
condemn outright the existence of full
time shop stewards but indicated the
dangers of co-option into a manage-
ment and an alienation from the
workforce if the stewards are perceiv-
ed as agents of the beaucratic union
rather than the elected representa-
tives of the men on the shopfloor.™

“Perhaps it is the reference o this
last danger which has stirred his ire —
if 50 he should look carefully at the
tragic fragmentation of the labour
movement and ask himsell why.”

D Roux again stressed that certain
crucial conditions would have to be
observed to prevent the potential for
stewards to be co-opted by manage-
ment.

They were: .

® The maintanance of a close
identification by stewards with the
genuine interest of workers which
could be best achieved by they being
paid as workers and not as “a
protected salarite™

® The election of thop stewards by
the workers at the actual plants

which they serve.

Charged taxi
drivers appeal
for support

CAPE Town Bus Boycott Support
Committee has launched a fund rais-
ing campaign to pay fines imposed
on drivers who have been convicted
for carrying their fellow-commuters
whithout permits.

In a statement issued recently, the
committee said the black communit-
ics of Cape Town took the decision
to boycott City Tramways, because
of the unreasonable increase in
busfares four months ago.

“Transport costs form a conside-
rably large portion of the average
black houschold budget. “said the
committee,” there is no alternative
but to use the City Tramways. a
privale company which has a
monopoly of bus transport in the
Cape. When City Tramways raised
their fares in June, the only means of
protest the community had was a
boyeott of buses, and the arrangem-
ent of alternative transport.™

This resulted in a clampdown by
police and the Road Transportation
Board.. and many poeple were
arrested and charged for ‘illegally®
transporting passengers. In many
cases their cars were impounded.
and fines of R200 were imposed —

hines which were far higher than
those normally imposed for such
offences the commitiee sand.

The boyvecott still had complete
support in the black townships, and
individuals were continuing [o
provide transport services al
considerable personal risk. Drivers
were being harassed or arresicd
daily in a two week period. sad the
committee, over 40 were charged lor
not having permils o transport
passengers — whether or not they
were in fact being paid for the
SErVICEs.

“Clearly. the State is acting mn 2
highly repressive way in an attem
to break the community’s solidanty
We call on people to offer financial
assistance 10 enble the drivers Lo pat
their fines of up to R200.00, We necd
to raise approximately R5.000 and
we appeal for as generous a conire
bution as you can afford™ it said.
The committee asked that
Contributions be sent 1o
Bus Bovcott Support Commitiee
¢/o 5.R.C. Desk.

Students’ Union
University of Cape Town.



PAUL DAVID ON SPORT

Postponed

Sacos
meeting
switches
now to
Jo’burg

THE ANNUAL Sacos confer-
ence. which was to have been
held in Port Elizabeth in July
this vear, will instead take place
in Johannesburg in November.,

The meeting was postponed
when a blanket ban was placed
on all political meetings.

[t will differ from previous
Sacos conferences in that pre-
pared papers will be delivered
and discussions will be held
making the conference more
productive.

Mr Morgan Naidoo, Presi-
dent of the SA Amateur Swim-
ming Federation, will deliver a
Paper on sponsorship in sport.

He will focus on the discrep-
ancy between sponsorship re-
ceived by Sacos affiliates and
that received by the mult-
national bodies.

Discussions of the Human
Sciences Research Council’s
findings on sport in South
Alnca will be discussed. All
bodies of Sacos refused to co-
operate with the HSRC, and Mr
Hassan Howa, the head of
Sacos, turned down an invit-
ation to advise the commission.

Sacos rejected the HSRC's
premise that changes could be
brought about in the sporting
arena, mainting its stance that,
*“there can be no normal sport in
an abnormal society™. Sporting
changes, it says, would have to be
linked to societal changes,

Sacos policy on the usage of
sporting facilities at ethnic
universities will be formulated.
At this stage the question of
whether non-racial bodies shou-
Id use these universities” facilities
has not been settled by Sacos.

A re-application by the South
African Soccer Federation for
membership of Sacos will be
considered.

The SASF, headed by Nor-
man Middleton, was kicked out
of Sacos for taking part in
povernment-created  institutions,
Mr Middleton, who was a
member of the now defunct
Coloured Representative Coun-
cil, still draws a salary from the
CRC.

A new lormat for the Secretar-
1at of Sacos will be proposed by
the SAASF. They suggest that
portfohios be created to cover
different arcas of Sacos activity.
An international organising
secretary, for example, is sugges-
ted.

The conference will take place
on Movember | and 2 in the
Bosmont Maddress Hall, Bos-

L.
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More policemen than spectators at the opening of the Varachia Stadium

Normal sport?
To me, it’s
still abnormal

South African sport has changed a lot in the last

five years. But has it changed enough?

Sacos’ Paul David speaks about the evils of racial

sport in South Africa.

SPORT is vastly different today 1o
five years ago.

Many white controlled sports
bodies say they are fully intergrated.
The government too has argued that
sport in this country is played on a
non-racial basis.

Yet there are many white
bodies expelled from world organis-
ations and only a handful retain
international affliation.

To gain international acceptance
sporting organisations have wrongly
claimed that they are truly repres-
entative of South Africa in that their
teams are selected during normal
games, and consequently, on merit.

But what is normal sport and

what are merit selections?

Is it normal to be selected on merit
when performance and not colour is
the sole criterion for selection? Is
sport normal when people of differ-
ent colour sit on the same stand use
the same playing fields or play with
or against each other?

I suggest that for as long as we
have the apartheid system, “perfor-
mance” can never be judged object-
ively.

ALl best it is the performane of
those who have the best opportunit-

ies and facilities. Obviously then, the

performance of white sports people’

will be better. This cannot be called
normal sport.

To understand the fight for the
erradication of this system and the
struggle for equality, in sport, let us
look at the role plaved by the South
African Council of Sport (SACQOS).

The 1950°s can justifiably be

called 2 memontous decade. Resist-
ance to unjust laws reached an
unprecedented level. The congress
of the people materialised in 1952 as
natural consequence of mass campa-
igning.

This Congress recorded that
South Africa belonged to all whe
lived in it — black and white. It
pledged, among other things, thai

... " recreation shall be the right of

all.”
A new awareness and militancy

had seized people. In 1958 when the
aspirations of the people were being
voiced in the Treason Trial, concer-
ned sports people in the South
African Association called a confer-
ence of sporting organisations to
examine South Africa’s racial polic-
wes as they affected sport.

The South African Non-Racial
Olympic Commitiee (SANROC)
was formed as a result of this
conference — and it started expos-
ing how the Nationalist Party's
apartheid policy affected sport.

In the 1960’s when the State’s
repressive machinery was let loose,
Sanroc was one of the organisations
that went into exile.

In 1970 an ad-hoc committee was
tormed at a conference called 10
discuss problems confronting sports
people in our country, This commit-
tee convened a meeting of nation,
non-racial sports organisations
which led 1o the formation of Sacos.

since 1973, Sacos has gained
international support and has a
powerful ally in the Supreme Counc-
il of Sport in Africa with which it has
obsérver status.

Council
relentlessly campaigned for South

The Supreme has
Africas® isolation from the
internatinal sports arena. It is this
against this backdrop that changes
being conceded by the government
in South African sports, must be
seen, .

But this isolation policy is not an
end in itself. It is merely a strategy to

normalise sports in this race-ridden
country,

Sacos itsell has been wrongly
accused of wndermining South
Africa internationally. Yes, we
might have undermined white
privilege. But we find nothing wrong
with undermining such privileges
ghmad. toenuse that they are shared
In our country,

Sacos sees sport as part and parcel
of our social background. Sport is
not a separate entity. It is part of the
reality of a social and political
milieu.

The strategy of isolation is not
designed merely to punish whites, It
s designed to create the climate
whithin our country conducive o
change.

Sacos attacks the very root of the
problem. In its campaigns it wears
out the granite structures of aparth-
cid itself. Only when all oppressive
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Paul David,
execimember
of Sacos ...

recreation shall
be the right
of all

and discriminatory laws are abolish-
ed can there be equal opportunitics
and ment selection.

This is why Sacos has called a
moratorium on tours to and from
South Africa.

Whites must work with us to
consolidate our position in this
country. This is not too much to ask.
If no playing for South Africa is a
sacrifice, is it all that great? Twenty-
three countries deprived their athlet-
es of the opportunity of taking part
in the Montreal Olympic Games, all
because New Zealand was going to
participate — and New Zealand
plays with apartheid. There was not
a murmur from those brave athletes
and il there had been you would
certainly have heard it.

And herein lies the challenge to
the white youth today. Join us in the
struggle for a non-racial society in
which sport can be playved normally.
Working together can only serve as
an education for all people suspic-
wus of each other. We can work
together to achieve the demands of
the Congress of the People:

“The colour bar im cultural life, in
sport and in edocation shall be
abolished.

Recreation shall be the right of all.”
The above was based on a specch by Paufl
David in October this vear.



