can Students will not be intimidated
into inactivity and nor will the prog-
ressive student stop fighting for
change.

This is the view of the acting Pres-
ident of Nusas, Mr Jonty Joffe, who
was elected to office in the wake of
the banning of Andrew Boraine.

Mr Boraine was banned after
spending over one month in deten-
tion. Immediately after he was re-
leased from detention he was flown
down to Cape Town and served
with a banning order restricting him
to the magesterial districts of Cape
Town and Wynberg for five years.

“This kind of action, along with
the banning of Firoz and Azhar
Cachalia and Sammy Adelman will
not deter the student movement
from struggling, together with all
progressive South Africans for a
more just and democratic country,”
Mr Joffe said.

Nusas victorious at Rhodes

Liskblant rasmanss ka DRhadaes stodsete ba Miese weines

Nusas president
not deterred by

student bannings

“The state is obviously scared of
the way the student movement 1s
developing. It was scared of the
non-racialism and the solidanty be-
tween democrats. But by banning
student leaders like Firoz, Azhar,
Sammy and Andrew, they will not
stop us from developing in a pro-
gressive way.

“The banning of students and
others such as George Sewpersahd
will only strengthen the resolve ol
all to find a system which will not
need harsh actions to maintain

a9

power.

Mr Joffe said that the course of
student action would not change be-
cause of state action.

“Owver the past few years students
have increasingly been introducing
issues that have national relevance.
‘That is why they are now acting in
support roles on the campusses as in
the case of the Wilson Rowntrees
boycott, the anti-Republic Day ac-
tions and the Leyland stnke, to
mention but a few.”

Asked to comment on the reac-
tions of the police, the government
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Acting Nusas President
Jonty Joffe
and the university administrations

over the anti-Republic Day actions,
Mr Joffe did not hesitate.

STUDENTS at Rhodes University
have voted to re-affilhate to the
National Union of South African
Students (Nusas) after five years of
trying.

This was the verdict of a closely
fought referendum last Thursday,
where in a high pole of 73% 94
students voted in favour of the
National Union with 44 against.

There were wild scenes of jubila-
tion as the result was read out to a
largely pro-Nusas crowd that had
gathered, many of whom had been
on the losing side in previous
referendums.

As costatic John Campbell the
Rhodes SRC President said, “Our
campaign was fought on a political
not a student benefit basis. The re-
sult shows the clear support and
confidence of our campus in Nusas’
present direction”.

The result is also a feather in the
cap of the Nusas leadership, who
have kept the National Union on an
even Keel following the heavy state
onslought against Nusas this year.

Said Joffe: “The result shows how
strongly students have reacted
against the bannings of student
leaders this year. And a firm com-
mitment to support the principles
those people fought for™.

Earlier this year an attempt by
the Rhodes SRC to affiliate to
Nusas without a referendum failed.
The SRC had called for the forma-
tion of pro and anti affiliate commuit-
tees. When, after re-opening nomi-
nations for 3 tmes, an anti-affilia-
tion committee still hadn't been
formed, the SRC voted unanim-
ously to affiliate.

The campus reacted angrily and a
mass meeting was called on a scale
unparralled in the history of tiny
Rhodes University. The result was
that the SRC's decision was nar-
rowly defeated.

The SRC then decided that the
MNusas affiliation issue should be the
subject of a referendum in July.

This time an anti-affiliation com-
mittee was formed, led by a former
Maritzburg conservative, lan
Twoddle. The “anti’s’ as they are

“Everyone over-reacted totally.
The press blew the actions on the
campusses out of proportion to the
real situation. The students were by
no means the centre of the protests,
there were huge meetings all over
the country — maost of which were
totally ignored because they were
not ‘newsworthy .

Mr Joffe pointed out that the only
reason a flag was burned at Wits was
because the nght wingers provoked
people with racist slogans. In
directly. he said. it was their actions
that led to the bannings.

“It was also their direct actions
when they went to John Vorster

uare to inform on their fellow stu-
dents that students were detained
and then banned.™

Mr Joffe emphasised that he was
only acting President and that Mr
Boraine will remain Nusas Presi-
dent until his term of office expires.

create any meaningful issues to at-
tack Nusas on and relied on the old
bogey of centre affihation.

However, according to Nusas ob-
servers who were at the referen-
dum, “this time it didn't work —
students voted pro Nusas to show
their contempt for bannings and de-
tentions. The anti's in fact got
nowhere™.

Last Friday 31st July, the Rhodes
SRC, this time with a clear mandate
from their campus, voted to re-af-
filiate taken from now.

For long-time MNusas supporters
al Rhodes, affiliation to Nusas
seemed as unlikely a prospect as the
coming of the Messiah.

Ever since 1776 when Rhodes
ook itself out’ of the National
Union, Nusas faithful have every
year unsuccessfully fought a re-
ferendum to get back nto the
union.

S0 much so that cynics were say-
ing that an annual Nusas referen
dum 'was as much part and parcel of
student life as Rag processions and
Wriling exams.

But 1981 proved to be fifth time
lucky for Nusas, when students nar-
rowly voted to get back into the
union along with Wits, f_apc Town
and Durban.

The hysteria that greeted the re-
sult was an unleashing of 5 years of
frustrated failure with referendums
like last years one having nailbiting
finishes.

Indced, when the electoral of-
ficer came out to read the result, she
was s0 excited she could barely
speak.

Whether re-affiliation will have a
profound cffect in politiciing tradi-
tionally conservative Rhodians re-
mains to be seen.

The only white English campus
now out of the Nusas family is
Maritzburg, whose SRC dissaf-
filiated last year after a right wing
group took control.

Nevertheless, the result of the
Rhodes referendum should boost
the moral of Nusas supporters at
Natals" last bastion of true-blue

| b LT




is too outspoken.
The new structure is as follows:
¢ Sunday Times editor Tertius
Myburg takes over as editor of both
publications.

# Times columnist Ken Owen be-
comes managing editor of the
RDM, while

# Former Times chief sub Joe Sut-
ton becomes Times managing edi-

staff the individual character and
policy of the two papers would not
change, but he did say each editor
imposed on his paper his ‘own indi-
vidual style’.

Sparks himself says SAAN will
shift policy to accomodate conser-
vative readers, while playing down
black news — although it will still

Another reason is the Reef
market, which is ‘crowded’ by a
large number of publications.

A statement issued by an editor-
ial meeting, said Kinsley had failed
to allay their fears about the future

of the Mail and the Opposition
Press.

“We remain unconvinced that the

in the strongest terms possible the
dismissal’, and the manner in which
it was carned out.

“To date, the staff has received
no explanation from SAAN mana-
gement for the dismissal, which has
profound implications not only for
the Mail but for the Press in South
Afnica as a whole.

REPORTS . SASPU National 2

Editor’s axing causes ‘Sparks’.

- IT APPEARS SAAN newspaper  The moves have alarmed journal- pl:rhtnuhlhpmmmcl’ﬁ’ lppmnmmtninmndﬂnrhtm ' “Until a satisfactory explanation
bosses have attempted to bring the ists. They fear the Mail will suffer a ‘newspapers - will tnable . thase  is furnished by the management of
Rand-Daily Mail ‘into lin’ by the dropin status, and will lose editorial - He said he was told he was fired . o, ory (o retain their seperate iden-  SAAN, suspicions will persist, with-
summary dismissal of editor Allister - autonomy. because SAAN was concerned, i 52 -
Sparks and a ‘rationalisation’ of the : about loss of reventie, °litics and we reiterate.ouf view that . in the media and the community,
joint resources of the Sunday Times. . The role of new editor Mybur Mhmﬂmﬂ:hﬂdmm Ehnmmhﬂthydtnwg that Mr * dismissal was moti-
and the Mail. 'E_"“‘“ﬂ"- !f-ﬂﬂ_ﬁﬁﬂﬂmstl:: Mail carries. - *+ . - ‘the statement said, ~ - vated by political considerations.

- i irector Clive H-llﬂh!' 5ays, .
ohe Mail has been making WE® unaging cditors will be de facto  He séid the loss of révenue could uﬁﬂu“'ﬁmmﬂimﬁﬂl ..mm“"l mﬂm
uk:mdwh:teren;:;;phnwiﬂ editors, what is Myburgh's role? If notbe attributed to editorial policy, . - * 15t ' but was  POIntment of a joint editor for the
en sharply — the reason, say in- Myburgh is to make decisions as an_as even those opposing Mail palicy hm,mw.ﬂ,ﬁm‘ " Rand .Daily Mail dnd Sunday
formed sources, being that the Mail ©9itor. how can Mail policy remain read the paper. ; Timies, rather than a separate editor
the same? Kinsley assured SAAN It said the Mail's staff ‘deplored for the RDM as this could be seen as

a downgrading of the Mail's auto-
nomy.

“The meeting also expressed con-
cern. about the implications of a
management statement that Mr
Spark’s dismissal will be accompan-
ied by a rationahsation of the opera-
tions of the Rand Daily Mail and
Sunday Times,” the statement said.

Mother
prays for

son’s
return

MRS FATIMA Jardine — mother
of Aziz Jardine, the 18 year old
head boy of the Christiaan Botha
High School in Bosmont, Johannes-
burg, who was arrested by Security
Police — is praying for her son's
safe return.

A quiet and very reserved per-
son, Mrs Jardine had just a trace of
sadness in her tone as she talked of
her son, who is just a name to most
of the country, yet his arrest
sparked off one of the biggest shows
of community solidarity seen this
Vear.

MNow the so-called ‘coloured’
townships to the west of Johannes-
burg are still simmering with the af-
ter-effects of the joint action taken
by the army and police. The town-
ships were surrounded by hundreds
of soldiers armed with R-1 rifles and

Ms. Fatima Jardine

tear-gas, while Police combed the
streets in a door-to-door search, ar-
resting hundreds of students.

“1 have not even tried to contact
the police. I know it's useless. This
is not the first time that they have
arrested Aziz. Last year they held
him for more than a week, and
wouldn't tell me where he was.”
said Mrs Jardine.

She told how Aziz was brought
home handcuffed by security police
who searched his room.

“There were threg policemen
with him. They took off his hand-
cuffs to allow him to wash. He told
me that he hadn't been able to wash
for three days. When he took off hi-
shirt, there were bruises on his
back,” she said.

“I don't know how long they will
keep him. | just know that he is be-
ing held under Section 10, and that
means as long as they like,” she
added.

“It’s not just a question of sitting
back and doing nothing,” she in-
sists. The family lawyers are in con-
stant contact with the police. She
has pinned her hopes on a ‘rumour’
that the arrested students will be re-
leased soon.

“Everyone tells me that they will
be out soon, but I don't know any-
thing definite. All | can do is wait
and hope, and pray . . ." she said.

SMA’'S Lance Crystal . ..

Geoff Berkow reports from the
University of Pretoria as prepara-
tions get under way for 1984,

“1 AM a radical conservative™, the
SRCcandidate says, gripping your
hand firmly in his.

Now you may take this to mean
that he's a Neo Nazi. But he is not.
In the contorted jargon of Tukkie
student politics, ‘radical conserva-
tive’ means ‘vaguely liberal’.

One Tukkie who claims to have
mastered the lingo is Martin Terre
Blanche, editor of the day students”
journal, Dagland.

“It's simple, once you get the
hang of it,” he explains. “Just re-
member that everything means the
opposite of what it says. Represen-
tative means non-representative,
cniticism means praise, and so on”.

Dagland has set out this year to
expose the fraudulence of the Chris-
tian Afrikaner Nationalist ideology
prevalent on campus. Its first edi-
tion carries a provocative front-
page report on Black Consciousness
and -various other contributions
lampoon a variety of sacred cows.
Mot surpriingly, this kind of straight
talk has carned Dagland a tempo-
rary banning by the SRC.

&
expelled from SRC

Uphill battle for
Tukkies lets‘

Comments Axel von Pletsen,
deputy editor and executive
member of Polstu Pretoria: “We
have to contend with an extraordi-
nary combination of authorita-
rianism and self-righteousness™.

But Dagland is not the first Tuk-
kie publication to speak up against
the s.atus quo,

During 1980 the Commerce stu-
dents’ newspaper, Commercium,

Anlmmdﬂlﬂlnﬂrﬂm

SRC gives
Crystal a blast

then a boot

A LEADING right-wing student at

Wits, Mr Lance Crystal, has been
expelled from the SRC.

After a long debate at an SRC
meeting last month Crystal was cen-
sured for heading racial incitement
On campus, arranging racist provo-
cation which led to the burning of a
South Afncan flag, co-operating
voluntarily with the police and for
undermining the SRC.

The motion of censure which de-
clared Crystal unfit to serve on the
SRC was passed with 18 votes for
and one against.

Another motion was immediately
put forward — that Crystal’s ab-
sence without apology from the pre-
vious two SHC |;'||;:_'!_i1'||_'n !'u; all "-.h._'-:L

but was defeated by 14 voles o
one with three abstentions

In terms of the constitution, Crys
tal's memb
terminatéd

ership was immediately

Debate at the meet as heated
and acting president Jeremy Clark
had often to rule from the chair to
prevent unlimited
tal

However, Crystal was accused of
being a racist and a facist. “ Rightw-
ing incitement™ was seen as the

INE W
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waged a concerted campaign to con-
scientise students. With the twin
swords of SRC action and financial
disaster threatening its continued
existence, it exposed issues such as
Ruiterwag control of Afrikaans stu-
dent politics and the undemocratic
structure of the Tuks SRC.

It also reported on social issues
such as the schools boycott and the
Free Mandela campaign. It was the

cause of campus tension, the ban-
ning of SRC President Sammy
Adelman and the detention of many
students.

Secretary Adrian Tyghe said he
had heard Crystal chant “Killing
kaffirs is such fun”, while treasurer
Norman Weiss demanded that the
university take disciplinary action
against Crystal in accordance with
its stated policy against “'provoca-
tive behaviour™.

Crystal, who claimed the action
was part of a revenge campaign
against him, denied Tyghe's allega-
ton and said it was clear that from
the time of his election onto the
SRC he had not be

en wanted

He said the motion. of CENEUTE
was totally unjust as it supported
“anarchy and unrest™

Prior 1o his expuls { rvsial
threatened (o rescind the SRC-BSS
SMA agreement with the Vice
Chancellor to control political
meelings

LCrystal and his S8 A have subse
quently unilaterally revoked the
agrecment. declared war on the

SRC and said that they would know
no restraint in future on campus.

only Tukkie publication to give cov-
erage to Nusas activities. [t was also
the only publication to cater for
English speaking Tukkies.

Drawing support from students in
the Commerce, Engincering and
Medical faculties, Commercium be-
came the unofficial opposition
newspaper to the perennially boring
Die Perdeby. In October of last year
it was finally disbanded by the SRC.

Have Commercium and Dagland
led to any reforms?

“Yes,” replies Axel von Pletsen.
“But only in so far as the rightist
propaganda has become more sub-
tle. The University of Pretoria re-
mains an enclave of white privilege
and there is nothing short of a revo-
lution which is going to change
that”™.

Martin Terre Blanche quotes
from Die Perdeby where the vice-
chairman of the supposedly verligte
Polstu Pretoria argues, with great
erudition, for the ‘academic study’
of ‘politically orientated pheno-
mena’.

“When even the verligtes act as if
they have all the time in the word,
then it is time to despair , he com-
ments.

1984, here we come . . .



students
their
story

A MEMBER of the workers’ com-
mittee of the Union Co-operative
Bark and Sugar Mill, in Dalton Na-
tdl addressed the Nusas July confer-
ence about the dispute at the mill
where 414 workers have been dis-
missed and locked out of their hous-
ing compounds.
The dispute began when the food
rations which the workers had been
‘receiving were suddenly stopped,
forcing them to buy their food from
wages of about R120 per month.
Workers say ‘it costs R48 to feed
themselves each month, effectively
reducing their monthly income to
R72. When they stopped work on

Dalton workers

March 31 to discuss the issue they
were fired.

The Dalton committee member
said that they have brought a Su-
preme Court action against man-
agement to have them reinstated to
their jobs and housing compound.
Until the case comes up in August
the Sweet Food and Allied
Workers" Union has to find thou-
sands of rands each month in order
to give the workers just RI1D a
month each on which to live.

A member of the Cape Town
Wilson-Rowntree Stnke Support
Committee outlined the present
state of the East London strike and
nation-wide boycott of Wilson-
Rowntree products.

500 dismissed workers have not
yet been reinstated to their jobs and
although they have been replaced
by scab labour, output at the factory
15 not yet back to the pre-strike lev-
el. Much store therefore, hangs on
the boycott of all Wilson-Rowntree
sweets which has taken off better in
Cape Town than anywhere else.

He appealed for the boycott work
to be taken up in all centres as a
matter of urgency.

Delegates to the festival dis-
cussed ways in which support for
these worker struggles could best be
given. Publicity for the strikes and
boycott as well as fund-raising ven-
tures are to be stepped up on all
campuses and close contact is to be
maintained with the workers in-
volved in the disputes.
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Students relax during a break between sessions at the Humdn.ﬂrlhﬂdrnmﬂrin Durban.

Nusas breaks with convention

and presents a new look festival

THE AIM of the Nusas July Festi-
val was for students to explore alter-
natives to the present state and to
understand these alternatives. This
was said by Natal SRC President,
the host of this year's Nusas semi-
nar.

He said that Nusas by no means
confines itself to the realm of pro-
test politics and hoped a practical
contribution to a just society arises
from student committment and in-
volvement.

Nusas this year decided to break
with convention and instead of the
usual July seminar, held this festival
with a wider range of talks, semi-
nars, skills workshops, movies,
slide-tape shows and an extensive
social history tour.

Delegations to the festival from
the five English-language universi-
ties in South Africa totalled 160 stu-

dents. Representatives and ob-

servers from numerous other organ-
isations and educational institutions
attended.

DISCUSSIONS

Papers delivered at the festival
covered important domestic and in-
ternational issues. A paper on
South Africa in the international
context looked at the political and
economic relationships between it
and the rest of the world. Problems
of development and underdevelop-
ment of the third world were also
discussed.

A paper on state strategies and
responses to them, looked at the
history of resistance in South Afn-
ca. It situated the current struggle
for democracy of the majority of the
people in that context.

Talks on more specific struggles

included worker orgamsation in
South Afnca; resettlement and how

it fits into the apartheid structure
and the Durban rent struggle.
Members of the Durbah Housing
Action Committee told the confer-
ence about the bitter rent struggle
between the residents of public
housing townships, such as Pho-

enix, and the intransigent Durban
City Council. -

Many of the topics covered were
thrashed out in seminar groups.
Seminars included: student organi-
sation; alternatives in education;
the role of research in community
organisation; rural organisation and
resistance; and housing struggles.

The South African Student’s Press
Unmion ran poster, pamphlet and
cartoon workshops to pass on media
skills to students at the festivital.

Organise

THE ROLE of the lawyer in society
was placed under the microscope at
a law conference recently held in
Cape Town.

The conference, under the auspi-
ces of the UCT Law Students Coun-
cil and Nusas, was aimed at “Lifting
the veil” that surrounds prevailing
mythologies.

MNames of speakers who did the
lifting read like a “Who's who™ of
progressive lawyers around the
country, including members of the
legal resource Centre and Centre
for Applied Legal Studies in Johan-
nesburg, the Democratic Lawyers'
Association in Durban, and UCT's

don’t sue

Institute of Criminology.

The conference did not however
limit itself to lawyers only and other
speakers raised issues such as the
position of women in relation to
law, and a discussion on industrial
health.

The first evening saw a provoca-
tive discussion on the role of the
lawyer following papers delivered
by UCT academic Mike Morris and
Geoff Budlender an attorney at the
Legal Resources Centre.

Both speakers stressed the point
that lawyers should ensure that
their expertise complements or-
ganisation and does not subordinate

v

— progressives

it. The slogan “organise don't sue”™
became almost a byword for the
whole conference.

Day one concentrated on the re-
lationship between crime, punish-
ment and the state.

Ensuing days focussed on wom-
en, labour and legal education.

Finally, a comprehensive sum-
mary to the conference was given by
Zoc Yacoob of the Democratic
Lawyers Association, who deli-
vered the closing address.

Yacoob stressed  that lawyers
must take their direction from the
ongoing struggle, “There is no one
fitted role for the lawyers at any-

time, depending on the needs of the
struggle the lawyers role would
change™ he said.

Most delegates felt that the con-
ference had set their minds abuz-
zing and cleared up many miscon-
ceptions they had about the law.

But as organiser Andy Durbash
later noted, “the absence of many
legal academics and practitioners
who had been invited was dissap-
pointing — they too would have
learnt a lot from this conference ™.

MNevertheless most  delegates
were in agreement that the wveil
shrouding the law, had truly been
lifted.

This would allow them to take up

and publicise topical issues on the
CAMPUsCs.

shde-tape shows focussed on a
whole range of subjects from pre-in-
dustrial South Africa through to
Cuba and Multinational Corpora-
tions. Films shown included

“Wives” by Anja Breien, “Ways o1
Seeing” by John Berger and “Xala™
by Sembene Ousmane.

GROUP AREAS

A social history tour of resettle-
ment arcas, public housing town-
ships, informal settlements and a
site-and-service scheme showed the
traumatic impact of the Group
Arcas Act on the people of Greater
Durban,

Arcas visited included Cato Man-
or, where people are being removed
to outlying townships against their
will. Phoenix - a stark and prohibs-
tively expensive public housing
township — which is the scene of a
bitter rent struggle, was also visited.

The tour also went through Kwa
Mashu, the hoplessly overcrowded
and poverty-striken township of an
estimated quarter-million people.

Ghandi's home - now a museum
= and the exclusive Inanda Girl's
Seminary which he established was
also visited.

Echoing most people’s feelings
on the seminar one participant said:
“The July Festival brought together
students from all over the country
and went a long way towards equip-
ing them to implement the Nusas
1981 theme.



RELOCATION

RESETTLEMENT means differ-
ent things to different people.

In Zimbabwe people are “re-
settled” as they return to arable
‘land and rc-establish rural com-
munities after a devastating war in

which the Smith regime confined %

them to “protected villages™.

In Nan Germany millions of Jews
were “‘resettled” in concentration
camps as parl of Hitler's genocidal
“final solution™ to “superfluous™
people.

In South Africa the government
“resettles” people who are “badly
situated™ in “black spots” (black
frechold areas outside bantustans),
because they are “superfluous and
unproductive™, or for other rea-

SONS.
Victims and critics of the govern-
ment’s  resettlement  policy  use

words like “uprooting”, “discard- §

ing” and “dumping”’, and say it
“comes close to genocide ™.

The issue came into sharp focus
last week at the low-key Institute of
Race Relations’ annual conference
in Johannesburg,

Delegates were told that the scale
of “resettlement™ was massive, on-
going, and though official figures
were “notoriously inaccurate”, it
could be estimated that in the last
two decades, more than two million
people have been relocated.

The conference heard from re-
search and field workers that re-
setilement arcas were charactensed
by:

Grrossly-overcrowded living con-
ditions causing devastating disrup-
tion and disintegration of family,
social and working life and the de-
struction of traditional Afncan life.

Health hazards leading to high in-
fant mortality rates and mass mal-
nutrition.

In the Winterveld area, one
glance at an old graveyard shows
rows of small graves, bearing mute
and poignant witness to the high in-
fant mortality rate.

However it has become difficult
to see at a glance how many children
have died, because their small
bodies are now buried in adult-sized
graves.

The story

of the black
spots dotted on

a white landscape

=P

“Population relocation is not a
new phenomenon, nor was it start-
ed by the National Party — the sys-
tem of putting blacks into reserves
to serve as labour pools for the
white economy was an entrenched
system when the ruling party came
to power in 1948, Mr Gerhard
Mare, author of “African popula
tion and relocation in South Afrn-
ca", told the conference.

“Crucial to an understanding of
population relocation today were
changes in methods of industrial
and agricultrual production and
labour utilisation™, Mr Mare said.

These changes, including the
mechanisation of agriculture, have
led to hundreds and thousands of
workers and their familics being su-
perfluous to production.

He summarised “resettlement™
as “‘a political policy of disorganisa-
tion (fragmentation) of the domi-
nated classes in South Africa and of
their organisations or potential or-
ganised strength ™.

“Superfluous™,  unproductive
people have always been regarded
by whites as belonging to reserve re-
gions, but the threat created by
black nationalism, and the linking
of trade unionism to this national-
ism in the early days of National
Party rule, necessitated further dis-
organisation and re-organisation of
the black population”, he said.

This in turn demanded a firm
ideological and political credibility
for bantustan areas.

In his book, Mr Mare says some
of the reasons behind the policy of
independent or  self-governing
black states’ are:

# Access to migrant or commuting
labour.

e Control of the working class
(employed and unemployed)
through ethnic division and spatial
separation and by the “homeland’
adjuncts of the State.

o Pressure (external and internal)
for political participation and the

Sq Camps . .. people resist the slow death ufmlutlﬂnn.

displacement of this participation.

“But at the same time the misery
and anger involved in relocation of
a population on such a scale is ne-
gating the goals of acceptance of
scparation and necessitating even
greater direct repression,” Mr Mare
sand,

Dr Chnis Jooste, director of the-

rightwing South African Bureau of
Racial Affairs, spoke at the confer-
ence on the ideology of bantustan
consolidation, with reference to
population removals.,

Dr Jooste gave the ideological
raison d'etre for the bantustans —
“All nations want states.”

Like Afrikaner nationalism,
black nationalism sought to express
itself in self-determination in a spe-
cific, historic region, Dr Jooste said.

But Mr Mare says this simplistic
view of black aspirations leads to
the anomaly of the KaGwane re-
serve, described in a Benso report
as the resettlement of Swazi from
“badly-situated black areas or other
black states™.

Mr Willie Vosloo, Deputy Minis-
ter of Plural Relations, said the
Swazis were “clearly experiencing a
national awakening” and were

“flocking to their territory in their
thousands™, when he opened the se-
cond session of KaNgwane's legisla-

tive assembly in 1979,

Mr Mare points out* that the
thousands of people were in fact
forcibly removed, “dumped™, in an
area which was hopelessly inade-
quate as even the Benso report ad-
mitted, and which eventually result-
ed in a disastrous outbreak of chole
ra because of the overcrowded, un-
hygienic living conditions.

Speaking about forced removals
of blacks during the past 20 years,
he said it appeared this policy had
not adversely affected dominant in-
terests in the South African econ-
omy.

“At imes there have even been
direct appeals to the State from cap-
ital to implement the policy of
separatism and to execule re-
movals,” Mr Mare said, citing the
case of the Natal Agricultural Un-
on and the Drakensberg locations
as an example.

"Processes which allowed the Na-
tional Party to use such “solutions™
as forcibly removing masses of peo-
ple to areas which could not support
them, were inextricably bound up
with the development of capitalism
in South Africa,” Mr Mare argued.

These processes have changed
considerably over the past century,
leading to influx control, which Mr
Mare calls “one of the most com-
plete systems of control of labour in
the world, and still one of the most
profitable to capital whether local
or foreign™.

He said the most dangerous as-
pect of population removals cen-
tered around the Government's res-
olution of the economic problem of
“superfluous” and unproductive
people and the ideological problem
of inhabitants of “‘black spots”.

The solution has involved rémov-
ing the aged, the infirm, the young
and the unemployed to set up com-
munities in areas which in many in-
stances cannot support them.

A delegate at the conference,
Rhodes University history Profes-

-

A women and her child ir
sor, Rodney Davenport, described
this practice as “lunacy” and said
the resettlement policy was in
danger of slipping into a “genocide
situation”.

The conference heard that it was
difficult to assess the scale of reluca-
tion, as official figures were inaccu-
rate.

Mr Mare said there was probably
no other country in the world where
the ruling party claimed “to its cre-
dit” in an election manifesto that it
had moved 317 000 inhabitants
from employment, sometimes with-
out even basic services and facili-
Lies.

He was referring to a pre-election
speech by the Minister of Co-opera-
tion and Development, Dr Piet
Koomhof.

Mr Mare says Dr Koornhof has
underestimated the efficiency of his
Government's policy as figures for
four categories of relocation, ex-
cluding influx control, add up to
more than one million people.

These categories are:
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r Winterveld near Pretoria

e Relocation due to the abolition
of the labour tenant system and
“squatting” on white owned farms.
As one delegate to the conference
pointed out, people in some instan-
ces have been “squatting” for as
long as 400 years on farm areas in
MNatal — over one million people.

e Relocation through influx con-
trol legislation.

In the past Wy

.
twenty years

more than

2 000 000 pecple
have been re-located.

e Clearance of *black spots’ and °

‘badly-situated areas — this process

has' ~nreferred to as an “ideologi-

cal oosession” of the Government,

beginning with D+ Verwoerd's “ob-

sessive desire to tidy up™ the map of
South Africa — 402 772 people are
believed to have been moved under
this process.

e Relocation due to “homeland
consolidation” — Mr Mare says
that at least 304 958 people have
been moved during 1970 and 1979
for this reason.

From his book, Mr Mare cites a
further three categories:

» Relocations due to “betterment
schemes” which have been de-
scribed as part “of the plan to create
a pcrmanent farming class™ — the
violence of oppecition to the imple-
mentation of betterment schemes
shows that they involve suffering
comparable to other, more obvious
relocations.

e Urban Relocation — this refers
to the demolition of townships and
squatter areas within “white" South
Alfrica, and the population’s reloca-
tion within bantustan areas. The in-
habitants then become commuters
to industrial areas within South
Africa.

s Relocation for strategic or in-
frastructural schemes — these can

be due to military test site establish-
ments, clearing border zones where
the famous sisal hedges are being
grown to prevent guerilla infiltra-
tion or to remove people from stra-
tegic road sites.

# Relocation as resistance —
some removals can be seen as direct
or indirect resistance to forced loca-
tion or relocation, as reactions
against political change and oppres-
sion or the search for agricultural
land and employment.

Mr Mare said relocation was a
way of controlling different people
in different ways and of affecting
different economic classes in-differ-
&nt wavs.

¢ Relocation due to banishment
and exile — as is the case with Mrs
Winnie Mandela, who was banished
from Soweto to Brandfort, and Mr
Robert Sobukwe who was banished
to Kimberley.

was important, and it was impera-

tive that aid given or offered to com-
munities to resist, delay or to get
“the best deal possible™ out of their
relocation, should be such that it
worked towards changing the long-

term power imbalance between
those affected and the State.

Dr Margaret Nash, of the Ecu-
menical Education Office of the
South African Council of Churches,
told the conference that resistance
had worked at Crossroads and
Alexandra township.

Her formula for successful resis-
tance is:
e A grass roots community group
that wanted to resist.

e A partnership between the com-
munity group and wider support
group.

o Exposure to local and interna-

He said resistance to resettlement tional media.

Mr Charles Simkins, senior re-
search fellow at the South African
I abour and Development Research
Unit of the University of Cape
Town, said the determination to
keep cities in South Africa closed to

more extensive black settlement has
led to the perpetuation of the
migrant labour system, which threa-
tened to slow down the rate of
labour absorption.

“The result will be, (indeed, al-
ready is) a large hard-core poverty
problem in the homelands as a
whole and closer settlements (relo-
cation areas) in particular,” he said.

Mr Simkins told the conference
that South Africa could be “mixed
and rich in 25 years — or we can
continue to try for white domina-
tion and perpetuate poverty for a
century”™.




First one stick, then two. The onset of the disease is never sudden.

Zimbabwe

bans the
controversial

contraceptive

LZIMBABWE has become the first
country in Africa to ban a contro-
versial but widely used contracep-
tive drug, a move which has met
with a mixed reaction.

The use of Depo Provera, a drug
administered once every three
months in the form of an injection,
has been justified by the local family
planning Association because Zim-
babwe has one of the world's fastest

growing populations.

It has been admimistered in Zim-

babwe for over twelve years and is
being used by ov cr 100 000 women,
often without the knowledge of
their husbands.

The decision to phase out the
drug was taken by the Zimbabwe
Cabinet and is believed to have
been because there is evidence that

SASPU National 6

The crippling disease
that medicine can’t

explain . . . or cure

Mseleni disease affects about 2000
people in Kwa Zulu

ONCE every two months, from out
of the sprawling latticework of
kraals deep in the KwaZulu hinter-
land, the sledgemen make a killing.

On that day they visit hundreds of
. huts in the Mseleni district, load
-their crude carriers with pensioners

and haul them off to a central pay-
out point. Vs

Others, who cannot make the R2
“return ticket” to the place where
an official gives them their disability
grant, are carried there by relatives.

And the loners have to crawl.

These are the victims of the Mse-
leni hip disease, a condition which
begins with the women of the area
during puberty and develops into a
crippling, constantly painful state.

No one knows how it began,
where it came from and where it will
lead. Apart from the recent appear-
ance of the disease on the Mozam-
bique border, it exists nowhere else
in the world.

Teams of medical researchers
have tested the soil, water and ac-
rops in the area — to no avail.

The victims blame their disease
on “bewitchment”.

There are about 2000 people with
the disease, a ration of one man to
four women. At present, the local
mission hospital with its supply of
aspirin 15 their only means of al-
leviating the relentlgss 24-hour-a-
day pain.

On our first day we drove from
Mkuze on a kind of deathwish skid-
pan dirt road to the Mseleni Mission
Hospital.

Deep in the bush, on a slight in-
cline, the mission complex looks
like a Hollywood copy of Albert
Schweitzer's Lambarene.

it is the epicentre of the eternal
struggle between modern medicine
and tribal lore.

The superintendent of the hospi-
tal is Dr David Mann. He does not
trust journalists. One can only
gather that his mistrust stems from a
fear that we might report on the dis-
case as some kind of a “freak show
in the bush™ without regard for the
people concerned.

Dr Mann came to the mission
from Britain four years ago. In that

The victims blame their dissase on "bewitchmant”,

time he has learned the Zulu lan-
guage and picked up a fair know-
ledge of the people under his care.
“In really extreme cases of the
disease we organise for the person
to be taken to a Natal hospital for a
hip replacement operation,” he
said. “But for the rest, all we can do
here is dish out painkillers and per-
form Caesarian operations on pre-
gnant women who have the disease.

This terrible affliction which has
brought so many Mseleni people to
their knees is a deterioration of the
hip bones which leads to stiffness
and ultimate immobility. The pain
is always there.

If this disease were to be discus-
sed at a medical conference, this is
how it would read:

“In the three areas of Mseleni,

Manaba and Mbazwana the disease
has affected 39% of the female and

11% of the male population. A clin-
ical survey has shown that among all
reported cases of Mseleni disease
itwo thirds were among adult
women and one quarter among
adult men.

“After an insidious onset of stiff-
ness and gradual functional deterio-
ration, crippling effects become ap-
parant to the victim, often with
early pain. The onset of the discase
is never sudden.

“Movement of hips, ankles,
knees, wrists, shoulders and el-
bows, in that order, become prog-
ressively restricted over 15-60
years. Despite these symptoms and
the use of walking sticks, the
women stoically perform there
household routines, even hoeing in
the small, sparsely, planted fields of
Indian corn and groundnuts.

“Ten new cases of Mseleni joint

Inside the syringe lurks a lethal contraceptive.

it causes blood clotting and throm-
bosis. The drug has been banned in
the United States and some West-
ern countries.

Peter Dodds, head of the Family
Planning Association, has resigned
in protest at the ban which he be-

lieves will have a disastrous effect

on the organisations attempts to re-
duce Zimbabwe's birth rate, which
is the third highest in Africa and
fourth in the world.

It used to rank higher, but Dodds
believes, the slowing of the birth

rate was due to the widespread use
of Depo Provera.

It is understood that the Cabinet
wanted the ban to be immediate but

was advised by the Minister of
Health, Dr Herbert Ushewokunze,
that this would be impossible. In-

stead the Cabinet opted for a gra-
dual phasing out of the drug.
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lisease, not previously  investi
gated, were diagnosed among the
gardeners working in sheltered
wreas of the Mseleni Hospital
grounds.

“In the hut cluster examined,
there was evidence that the discase
occurred among  blood-related
children. This fact tends to support
the hypothesis of an hereditary fac
tor as one of the etiologic factors of

the diseas

in Mselem discase mild dwar
fism often - occurs. 11 Iverage
!. 12Tl LEEL el PCILLEL T I
three inchi shorter than mormal
Deficiency of ¢ may cause dwar

ficm, bul nether dehciences of zin

O Magncsium were tound 1 the
plant ash or food of those areas or
:I'"\. "'Il'lll\.I .II rhl.\_'

patients

disecased

We were almost out of fuel, so we
took a dnve back to Mkuze to look
for a pump. We found one at a place
called Nishongweb but there was a
sign on the pump saying “Sorry, no
petrol today™.

I'here was no accomadation at
the mission, and with barely three
litres of petrol left in the mud-caked
city sedan we went back (o
Nishongwe to barter our very eéxist-
ences for a full tank

The sign was gone when we ar
rived, and like a rather portly angel
of mercy Arthur van Heerden intro
duced himself

“The people here didn’t accept

me at first when | arniy am M

tors couldn’t do a thing. | then sof
tened up with the customers and
s0:0n the swelling went down.

“But vou can still see the scar,
Look there, no here, feel ity

My immediate thought was: our
friend Arthur saw us coming. He
knows we're not bushwise and he's
piling it on very thick.

Until we did the tour of the
Mseleni kraals the next morning.

Tt |

The people in the area, originally
called Tongas, are not a tribe of
cripples who spend their days work-
ing on their hands and knees and
their mights bent in pain

Of the 10 000 pulus inhabitants
2000 require hip operations, ac
cording to a medical survey done in
the area. On a walk from kraal to
kraal we found at least one v

each settlement

CrLum in

”'--.' E WEIT S3)IMC YOUNE WOImCT
kraals, favous ni 1
hking 1n pas | e ol WO
used st L [0y L rovund anc |
crawled on their hands and k
We saw a number of dwarfs. mai
men, whose legs had not developed
in co-ordination with their torsos

We met Mabandla Mapanga, the
!"n-:.ll'l!.'_ﬂlll.l- OF SCel

From puberty, her folk noticed
that she had the power to see
through the clouds of time into the
past — and the future.

One moonless night, Mabandla
Mapanga was crossing a footpath on

- & -

the way to her Kraal when.some-
thing unseen dragged her to the
ground.

“From then on | have crawled
through my life,” she told our inter-
preter, a smile cracking her fea
tures

f""ih-._' has -.|:"-.:'||l|'ll. ida Il.'-'.l.‘:':l'h'l._' L[N ]
the constant pain nd a sense of
humour to make light of the disease

that has toroe her 0 her knees for

Mabandla's
wWar

Vanya said he had fallen as a
toddler and his legs had not grown
since.

At the kraal of the Ngubanes
there was a variety of hip discase
sufferers.

Twenty-year-old Thombizonke
Ngubane said she had a sudden pain
10 years ago and had been unable to
walk since then.

_I._"lr'. 5

Mseleni diseass . . . hips, ankles, knees, wrists, shoulders and elbows, in that order become resiricted.

i - i e
e e “b.ﬂ:

A, L W
s F

L~

Pics by Raymond Preston.

Her Aunt, Thinane, said the pain
had started in her feet and then

_ spread to her hips. Her sister,

Khathazile, said the pain was worst
when the weather was bad

I'ney said they thought they had
been bewitched however, they ex
pressed some

W' il M wWilcha

loubt because therg
raft which couid be

Al thiree weni C IMIISSION e
ularly to obtamn aspirin

v anoth - vear-oid %i
kumbuzo Maj id she had
TOME Lo @ pPaly niEnt as a young

Woman and on L vav home shi

had fallen

I couldn’t stand up after that
My family took me to a witchdoctos
and he put herb steam oh my legs. |
have never been to the mission for
treatment or pills. | was be-
witched.”

Thanks to Chris Marals and the Rand
Daily Mail for parmission to reprint
this article.

Industrial safety comes under spothight

IN 1976, 340 000 accidents occurred
in work places in South Africa and
100 000 hands, 50 000 feet ard

40 (00 eyes were estimated to hae
been seriously injured.

In the same year there were over
33 000 permanently disabled, more
than 2 500 killed and a total of
32 535 000 man hours lost through
accidents in the factories.

These are just those that are re-
ported. They are also in most cases
those resulting in external injury
and the more serious ones. Ho.v
many other accidents occur is any-
body's guess.

Trade unions in South Africa and
other countries have begun to re-

cognise that work is dangerous.
This is the substance of an article

published by the Nusas Health Di-
rective earlier this month.

It says that although workers re-
cognised the dangers of many work
processes for a long time, employ-
ers and governments have been re-
luctant to change the situation,
mainly because protecting workers
is expensive and cuts into company
profits.

Focussing on South Africa the
Health Fact Sheet argues that in-
dustrial accidents do not prese: a
major cost to management sinc  1-
skilled workers are easily d
cheaply replaced given the hiy -
employment rate.

Imjured or “unprode -
workers can be endorses” ut
bantustar = Litt" JICE ©

taining substantial, or any, compen-
sation in the view of the authors.

health regulations have been
tigi. .ed in the USA and Europe

companies have begun “exporting
the dangerous processes to under-
developed countries where workers
are not so strongly organised and
therefore have little control over
the conditions under which they
work.

An example given is that of the
ash:stos plant recently moved from
Germany; to the Cape.

“Ithough there are no figures
ailable for incidence of internal
ijuries sustained as a result of ex-
% e to chemicals and bases, they

f tely pose a problem.

I foundries, where protection is

needed, workers are paid at the
lowest rates because it is unskilled
labour. It is therefore cheaper for
management to replace injured
workers than to prevent them from
being hurt.

The Erasmus Commission re-
ported in 1976 that “Except in the
mining industry, industrial health
not only occupies a secondary posi-
tion in industry in this country, but
that industrialists have put very lit-
tle time, money and organisation in-
to the prevention of occupational
diseases.”

Many substances are known to be

harmful. In a recent survey it was

found that -3 of -R lead-using firms
did not meet industrial standards.

Apart from the physical effects of

working under unpleasant condi-
tipns, the mental and social well be-
ing of the worker is also affected.

One of the most common occupa-
tional diseases is Pneumoconiosis.
25 percent of all workers exposed to
dust suffer from this disease, of
which there are 3 types in South
Africa — Sihicosis, asbestosis and
anthrocosis.

Three forths of all long serving
black miners suffer from compen-
satable diseases, which is an im-
provement ou the first part of the
centuary when the average life-span
of a miner was 7 years. However, al-
though their working conditions
have been improved, in the long
term they suffer extreme discomf
as a result of occupational di
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