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SA must acknowledge ““civil war’” — Congress

‘Give guerrillas POW status’

Nusas has called for the commuta-
tion ol the death sentence imposed

on three of the nine accused in the
trial of ANC guerillas that ended in
Pretoria last vear.

The motion, adopted by students al

the 58th Congress at Wits University

also called Tor the extension o
Prisoner of War status 1o all those
taking part in the “current low-level
ovil war™ in South Africa. A call
was also made Tor South Alrica o
become a signatory to the protocol
ol the Geneva Convention covering
wiirs ol mational liberation.

It was noted that the ANC recently
accepted the 1977 Protocol o the
Convenlion.  promising o treal
captured SADF soldicrs as POW's
and had reallirmed its commitment
e attacking  non-civilian  largets
only,

“Death sentences in gencral, and in
particular where no loss of hife has
ovcured.  are comsidered 1w e

exeessive by lawvers and human
rights associations throughowt the
world”, read part ol the molion,
which called For maximuom clemency
lor the six remaining aceused who
were sentenced o a total of M vears
imprisonment  Tor their part in a
“general conspiracy™ by the ANC o
overthrow the South Alnican state.
The three gucrillas sentenced 1o
death by Justwce LP.O de Villiers
were  Noimbithi Johnson  Lubisi
Accused No 1+2K8. Petros Ysebo
Mashigo Accused No 2 20, and
Naphtali Manana, Accused No 3124,
who were convicted on two counts
of attempted murder and one charge
ol rnhﬂ::rp- with aggravating
circumstances Tor their part in the

attack on Sockmekgar police station
on 4 January last vear.

They were also lound gy, along
with all the other accused, of high
treason on the hasis of their indivi-
dual act of joining the ANC,

undergoing military training outside
the country and bearing arms and
ammmiion insade the couniry,

Leave to appeal against sentence
and conviction was granted 1o the.
condemned men. but was refused For
Ikanveng Moses Molehatsi. Accu-
soll No 4, Hiolile Benpamin Tan,
Accused No 5§ 25, both of whom
were sentenced to 20 vears imprison-
ment. and Phumulani Gram Shes
Accused Mo b 24, who reccived a 45
VT Prison lerm.

Ultimately. all nine accused Tound
nol guiley on the two murder charges
of attempled murder relating Lo Lhe
attack and siege of the Volkskas
bank in Silverton carlier this vear in
which three guerillas and two
hostages were killed.

The court Tound that the anack
wirsn'l organized by the ANC amd
that the accused themselves had no
participated individually,

Taw was orniginally charged with
having planned the Silverton anack,
while Molchatsi was charged with
havang shared a base with Taw and m
beast ome of the lighters killed in the
bank sicge, which ook place alier
the two men were armestead.

The state had called Tor the death
setleiwee lor Tau aind Molehaisi as
well o Tor Shesr and  Jeremiah
Radebe Accused No 7 26, who were
charged with an attempted attack on
the Port Natal Bamiu AlGirs Admi-
aistration Board. Radebe received a
I S-vear prison senlence.

Al o the aecused were charged
and convicted for undergoing
military traning. all in Angola and
some in the Sowviet Union and
German Democratic Republic, -
Col Stadler was  also cross-
examined on the ANC's Frecdom
Charer. He said that on the lace of
i, i was a democratic document.

® To page 3
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Lecturer
and student
face seven
Security
Act charges

A RHODES University lecturer and
a student are currently appearing in
the Port Elizabeth Regional Court
on seven charges under the Internal
Security Act alter being in detention
for more than six months,

Accused No | s a lectuirer in
pournalism, Guy Julian Eliot Gouagh
Berger. 24, of Hill Street, Grahams-
town, and Accused No 2 s
Devandiren Pillav, 21, of Ward
Street, Morth End. East London, o
first vear student i pournalism.

Mr Mandla Guanvana, 26, ol
Daangarcla Street. Duncan Village.
East London, appearcd with them in
East London courts, but sinee his
trial was separated from Mr Berger
and Mre Pillay s mmal. their case wiis
iranslerred 1o Port Ihsabeth

The trnal began on February 16,

I hew aippeared several times belorg
an East London magstrate Mr N R
Oosthuieen, but were not asked e
plead an that stage. and no evidency
wirs bl

ey have pleaded mot guihy 1o all
charees,

'hcir  appearamee s oon
instructions of the Attorney General
ol the Easterm Cape, Mr Ddwanld
Charles  Heller, who  also e
it rictions That they shaoaild be kepd
in custody untl the cose had been
completed. n the mterest ol “stne
SECUITIY

Pohce submtied dockets 1o the
Attorney-Cieneral in October.

Gy Berger laces lour counts under
the Dinterinal Secirmy Act — wath bwao
alternative counts — and Devan
Pillay three.

They both lace three counts ender
ithe Publications Act ol 1974,

The counts which they
together are:
® Allcgedly being members of an
unlawful organsation. the ANC.
® Allegedly having taken part in
ANC activitics, or carried on in the
direct/indirect interests of ANC,
activities which the ANC could have
engaged in when it was outlawed n
1960,
® Allcgedly furthering one or more
of the aims of communism — as
defined in the Act.

Mr Berger i also charged with
allegedly having obtaimned informat-
ion which couild have been ol use 1o
the ANC. This information i
allegedly about alleged black trade
union activities in the Eastern Cape
or the Federation of South Alfrnican
Trade Unions ( Fosatu).

The charges Mr Berger and Mr
Pillay are flacing under the
Publications Act arc;

#Two charges of allegedly distribui-
ing banned literature or objects,
oOne charge ol allegedly possessing
banned literature or objecls,

The charges allege Mr Berger
arranged o use a courier between
himsell and ANC members n
Botswana. and allegedly contacted
several people with the object ol
getting information  about trade
union activities which would be ol
wse o an ANC organisation.

It is also alleged he visited ANC
members in Botswana several times
to allegedly “introduce™ people who
could be of use 1o the ANC or o

® Topg?2
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SASPU should start playing a far
more vigorous and visible role next
year especially in the face of recent

political - development in  South
Africa.

This was said by the newly elected
president of the South African
Students Press Union (SASPU) at
the end of its fifth congress in
Johannesburg.

Manoim. a former Wis SRC
president and vice-president of
MNusas cmphasised that, nation-
wide, the press is facing a “total
onslaught™ from the state that has
nol been seen for some lime,

“The banning of “Grassroots’
editor Johny Issel, five Mwasa
journalists  and the effective
silencing of the Post and Sunday
Post  coupled with the Steyn
Commission™s bid to tighten the
noose already stranghng the South
Alncan press are all new evidence ol
this direction.

“What are the implications of this
for the students press and in

Students
react to
Republic
Day plans

MATAL the  laomoured  host
provinee 1o next vear’s Republic
Dayv celebrations, but resistance 1o
the planned festivities is growing.

The majority of community
organisations have already decided
o have nothing to do with the
celebrations. On the Naual
University campus, the Durban
SRC passed a motion urging the
uRiversity 1o disassociate itsell from
from the festivities.

After studying the motion the
Principal of the university, Prof Des
Clarence. said the university would
take no official part in the
celebrations, but that individual
members of the university would be
free 1o participate.

Informal sources reveal that
opinions on the Senate decision are
divided. As a result of these divisions

the Pictermaritzburg SRC has voted
10 discuss the Senate motion further

While the issue itsell has not been
discussed st UCT, it seems that
beast one nart of the university is
eager 1o join in the jollilication. The
Sports Council has decided 10 make
its facilities available for the South
African Festuval Games which
conveniantly coincide with Republic
Day celebrations.

SRC President, Andre Breden-
kamp. decided that. “support for

"

Republic Dav  does not  mean
support  Tor  Nanwonalist Party
policy.” No final decision has been

taken by the Mantzburg SRC. but it
seems Dikely that they wall call on
Senate o reverse its decision.

Mceanwhile preparation in Natal
forges on. Thousamds of rands are
spent on Moats and decorations for
the cities of Durban and
Pictermaritzburg.,  Although the
main  festivities  are planned  Tor
Matal. scparate functions will be
held in magoer centres.,

If the festuival organisers have their
wav. Republic Dav will be well
celebrated n Cape Town and
Johannesburg. The umversity ol
Cape Town, as an important link
with white Cape community. is an
ubwvious centre for celebrations.,

Ihe wole that the rest of the
university will play s sull unclear.,
however the principal will be
expected o participate in functions.
Neither Rhodes nor Wits have vet
made any decision concerning the
celehrations

For the majority of South Africans
2 vears of Republic has meant the
entrenchment of the demial of basic
human rnighis.

New Saspu pres
spells it out

particular an organisation like
Saspu?” he asked.

It means that now more than ever
the students press has to appreciate
1s social obligations as an
alternative medium. We need 1o
expose the lics and halftruths that
cloud over the realitics of South
Alrica.

“This task is not ecasv. for it
demands of the student journalists
not only perseverance and sire-
minded dedication, but also in this
nme ol adverse fortune for the press
nol a small amount of courage.™

Manoim went on to say that Saspu
as-an organisation had to prepare

itsell adequately to meet this
challenge.

“The organisation needs lo
consolidate its base and existing
services before embarking on new
projects. Our paper has broken new
ground by showing that the great.
but unfulfilled. journalists’ dream of
producing a newspaper that gives
the real news nationally, regularly
and accurately. is actually
attainable.

“We hope this vear to bring out the
newspaper more often than last
vear. while maintaiming the
ambitious standards and goals we
sel ourselves last vear.

“As far as the
organisation  poes,

of the
of

rest
a period

Morman Manoim

consolidation over the first three
months of the vear is intended. We
must concentrale on running
essential services for our alliliates,
improving and increasing our range
of training programmes as well as
setting up a telex network,” he sad.
One more ambitious project for
Saspu this year is the production ol a
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slide and rtape show on the history of
the South African press.

Manoim said he was optimistic
about the organisation becoming a
“big achiever™ this year.

“We have many people keen on
working for the newspaper and a
first rate bunch on the executive.
Pietermaritzburg’s Bruce Irvine as
vice-president has been a  greal
stalwart for both Saspu and Nusas in
that part of the world: Nicky Marks
from Durban has been a guiding
force in the student press in banana
land for some years.

“Now in Cape Town Guilletia
Falak who edits the “new look®
Varsity will head the Saspu news
services. From Rhodes — that
mecca of students journalists — we
have Pat McCarten also a joint
cditor of the self-financing
publiciation Oppidan.

“Back a1t Wits — the heart ol big
money and lnance we have Eric
Barlin as treasurer-secretary. Eric
also doubles as editor of Wis
Studem™.

Nusas leadership during the last congress from left to right, Sue Myrdal (secretary-general), ﬁm:lﬂm Borraine [pmldmt}
Norman Manoim (vice-president), Mandy Hobbs (media officer) and Andre Kraak (research officer)

RED-FACED South African
Railway police have finally admitted
culpability for the “disappearance
ol thousands copies of two ol Musas
publications — *The South African
Students Handbook™ and *The
Union is Strength™.

Both publications were compiled
and printed by Nusas al
considerable expense and were
mailed off 1o all campuses towards
the end of last yvear,

The facilitics for bulk airfreight
provided by SAA were used — bur
not a single copv ol either
publication reached its destination.
SAA and Railway officials denied all
knowledge of the publications, let
alone of their whereabouts,

MNusas threatened to soe SAA, and
the publications were subsequently

both declared undesirable by the
Publications Directorate.

The Studemt I'l'laml!htmh was ll[{'l.i
unbanned following an appea

against the ban to I.IEC Publication
Appeal Board. Soon sfterwards a
letter to MNusas., si bv the
Commissioner of the Railway Police
was received in which he admitted
responsibility for the confiscation of
the publication.

The letter said: “*The consignment
was seized by the South Alrican
Railway Police as the commission of
an olfence was suspected.

“After a police investigation on
December 19 1980 the Attorney
General declined o institule any
criminal proceedings™.

The letter lTurther

stated  that

“copies of the handbook are
available for delivery to respective
consignees in the Railway Police
Charge Offices at Jan Smuts, Louis
Botha and H F Verwoerd airports™.

Bui. because of the continuing ban
on “The Union is Strength’. the
Railways Police have refused to
release the booklet.

Nusas officials have raised several
guestions about the ssue

An  angry Suc Mvyrdal, ex-
secretarv-general of  Nusas, told
Saspu National the Railway police

“deliberately misled Nusas™ when
they denied all knowledge of the
consignment  or its whercabouts.
Accusing th-, Railwavs Police ol
“hypocrisy™ Sue said: “Either SAA
Wils misied DY LN KANwys ands or
the security police. or they were in

Rhodes two face Security charges

® From pg 1

armnge escape routes for people
wishing to leave the country.

Mr Berger also allegedly inspired.
organised and conducted discussion
groups in Grahamstown with the
aim of influencing the members 1o
accept  the principles, policies.
objects and purposes of the ANC. 1o
win sympathy from them lor the
ANC, and w wrge them o become
members.sympathisers or support-
ers o the ANC.

Mr Pillay s alleged 1w have
recruiled people Tor a discussion
group with the aim of influencing
them in the same way.,

He also allegedly brought an ANC
member into the group. and
allegedly arranged secret codes for
messages in and out of the country.

Both are charged with allegediy
distnbuting and possessing banned
hiterature with the object ol
furthering the aims of communism
as delined in the act.

Mr Pillay was detained in late July.
Mr Granvana was- detaimed at
BulTalo Flats by Security Police on
June 15, Six Securnty Policemen
raided Mr Berger™s home at 4:10 am
on August |1 He was detained after

his room and the rooms of other

lecturers and students in the house
had been scarched.

Al about the same ume, seven
Security Policemen raded a house
called the “Fruithasket™ — where
Mr Pillay had lived before his
detention — and detained third-vear
B Sc studemt Mr Mike Kenvon. The
house was also searched.

They then raided two men's
residences. Adamson and Hospital
House. About 15 Security
Policemen searched cach of the S0
students’ rooms before detaining M
Ashwin Desai. Later, Mr ngum
of Hospital House, was detained.

The following day Mr  lThron
Rensburg of Graham House, and
Mr Alan Zinn were detained.

Several other students were
detained during the week-long
crackdown. but most were released
alter questioning. Six i all were
detained under Section 22 of the
General Law Amendment At —
Berger, Kenyon, Dasai, Zinn.
Rensburg and Mgijima. Desai and
Rensburg were released aflter two
weeks interrogation in Pornt
Elizabeth.

Meanwhile, Mr Chris Watters, 24,

a Mnal-vear law student
Ciraham House, was detamed at the
East London home of family (riends
— Mr and Mrs D J M Nixon —

shortlv after his return [rom
overseas in July.
And in late September. an ex-

Rhodes student, Ms Lynn Danng.
was detained at the Johannesburg
Public Library. where she works.

Messrs.  Watters. Kenvon  and
Zinn, and Ms, Danzig may appear at
sLiale Wilnesses.

On the second day of the tnal. a
r National Intelligence Service (NIS)
secret agent, whose identity may not
be revealed “in the interests of State
security™,  allegedly collapsed
sweating in a chair after undergoing
cross-cxamination,

Th.: court ordered the identity of

Mr A 10 be kept secret “in the
interests of State securny™
Cross-examined. Mr A told the

court that when he went 1o a South
Afrnican wniversity in 1971, he was
already operating as an agent for the
Burcau of State Sccurity.

By 1977 he was acting as a councr
for the ANC, and was later formally
inducted ino the organisation. He
read out to the court a copy ol a
letter he was given in Botswana for

lrom

Pay now, fly later (maybe)

on the whole thing from the
beginning.™

The trade union book let cost Nusas
about R200 to produce. but becanse
of the ‘confiscation of the
c-:mngnnwnlﬁ and the subseguent
hanmings, Nusas has lost the money.
Nusas officials further point out
that as no other copies ol either
publication were in circulation.

apart  from those on the SAA
consignments, the Railway Police
andAor the SAA must have

forwarded them 1o the Publications
Directorate in the hope they would
be hanned belore they could be
distributed.

The students handbook s mow
freely available on all campuses. bt
this important Trade Union booklet
reninins silenced.

Mr Berger by a M Jeanctie
Schoon, whom he described as being
“linked 1o, Sactu™ (the South
Alrican Congress of Trade Unions ).

The letter gave instructions o find
a hiding place i things go wrong™
and gave a code phrase to identily a
helper.

Dwring cross examimation by Mr [
Kunv. for Mr Berger and Mr Pillay.,
Mr A appeared ill.

The magistrate. Mr J B Robinson,
then adjourned the court. Mr A
collapsed il a chair, sweating
profusely.

He took the stand agam a lew
minutes later.

In mid-September List vear, second
vear journalism  student Mr lan
Mgijima. 30, was charged under the
Terrorism Act, He was found gl
of furthening the mms of a banned
organisation — the ANC — and
jailed for an elfective live vears, with
an additional three suspended for
working for the ANC and possessing
literature banned i terms ol the
Intemal Security A,

Mr W Jurgens appeared with Mr P
Crosus for the state, Mr Kuny 1=
mstructed by Andrew. Lister and
Tucker. of Johannesburg.
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SASPU meets the political needs of today

STUDENT press-organisations in
South Africa are historically short-
lived. From the early South
African student press Association
(SASPA), to it's ancestor, the
South African National student
press union (SANSPA), which
crumbled after some affiliates ob-
jected to the fact that a delegate
from Varsity was not white, our
small corner of South African his-
tory is litteved with the skeletons
of attempts at unity, action and
effectiveness as an alternativé

Boraine:

medium.

Not so with the South African
Students Press Union (SASPU),
the publishers of this newspaper.

The Fourth Congress was un-
animous that the Union should
expand, and that the student press
as a whole should look to vastly
increasing its efficiency in a
political climate where informa-
tion other than that supportive
of the status quo becomes increas-
ingly difficult to come by. Many

Your

lead must come
from majority

OPENING the S8th Nusas Congress
laist year.  President  Andrew
Bowame told students that they must
chiose a path which falls in line with
the struggle of the townships and
ghettoes,  the resettlement  camps
amd the migrants.

“It s Irovm the mapority of South
Alricans thy our lead must come™,
Borgne told an audence of 450 i
the Wits Gireat Hall, *We have never

claimed o be in the fronthine ol

political struggle. but democracy is
built ot many dillerent levels:
edution. wleology, values, social
interaction and more, We are all
dircctlv involved in these arcis — let
or vinces be heard and our actions
he el
Referring to Harold McMillan's

wind of change™ address back in

1960, Boraine said those winds are
now  blowing stronger than cver
bl

“ 1980 has been an optimistic vear,
however much needs still to be done.,
While a few battles were won this
vear, South Alfnca s sull far from
being the place where “The People
Shall Govern'.” Boraine said.

He said this vear had shown the
powers of the majority and the
future lay in their hands. “But™,
warned Boraine, “increased signs of
popular resistance docs nol mean
change is around the corner. The
state is able 10 adapt. 10 respond 1o
challenges 1o it position. 1t has
access 1o many dilTerent methods of
control, '

“Do we accept that the new
reforms. proneuncements and
promises offer a platform for the
building of a new South Afnca. or

are we  wilnessing  ong
challenged by a vocilerous majory,
making changes in order (o
consolidate ther Tli"‘-i‘ll.ﬂ'l ol
power” . asked Boraine

“Both the Dr Jeksll and Mr Hyide
Faces of Total Strategy must be seen,
he said With promises of reform have
come increased control and
repression — integral parts of both
obd and new government policy.

“Total Strateey has 1o be repected
because it is undemocratic, Even in
terms of parlimentary politics, we
see o move away from legislation by
parliament 1o rule by  decree.
ministerial proclamations and select
commitiees.

“Taking this one step lurther.
Total Strategy secks oul puppel
Ieaders, puts them in the Presadent s
Council or in Community Councils
and then talks 1o them. At the same
time calls for true leaders such as
Mandela and Sisulu to be released
are rejected outl of hand.

“Finally. Total Strategy cannol be
accepted because it does not meet
even one of the minimum demands
of the majority of South Africans,
said Boraine,

“This is not, as many people
maintain, becanse Total Strategy
doecs not go far enough™. On the
contrary. Total Strategy was never
designed in relation 10 people’s
needs. One simply looks at the
conflicts of 1980 1o see illustrations
ol this.

“Until it s resolved that South
Alrica s a unitary state with 26
million citizens. no amount of Total
Strategy tinkening will solve the
escalating conllict.” he warned.

Ao,
i

suggestions were forwarded by the
some two hundred delegates . . .
1980 shows the most important
of these ideas to have been
realised. Most important is the
fact that affiliate publications —
the Union’s entire raison d'étre
— are at their best. Jargonised
raves and third hand rewrites
from overseas journals have be-
come definite exceptions. News
papers have used their resources
and skills effectively in reacting
to the issues of the day. Political

Nusas president Andrew Boraine addresses congress.

developments have defined our
neWs agenda, which had been
so predictable in the past as to
rely in only the most superficial
way on real-life events and issues.

But in literallv concrete terms,
Union has established itself fur
ther with the setting up of a Head
Office in Johannesburg, to serve
as a co-ordinating centre for the
vast arrary of affiliate publica-
tions. And with the Head Office
has come the national newspaper,
a step forward in our conception

&

!“I
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of an alternative medium. National
leaves the strictly on-campus
reporting to other affiliates, and
sets itself the task of providing
truly alternative information. It
utilises the appearance and tech-
niques of the established .press,
but it has radically altered the
news agenda. The result is a
serious publication — as it has to
be to reflect South Africa today —
and it attempts to give people a
broader understanding of the im-
plications of for example, an up-
surge of labour militancy, of
largely unpublicised bannings and
repression while so-called reforms
are being implemented.

But perhaps SASPU's major
realisafion this year has been that
the Union has enormous training
potential for student journalists.
September saw the National-
organised Multimedia mindblast
at Wits University, where student
press recruits from the least
experienced upwards found them-
selves pitched into areas of news
paper production long seen as “‘re-
served for heavies”. The use of
professional journalists in trans
ferring as many skills as possible
at breakneck speed, helped to-
wards a student conference which
was unprecedently successful.

SASPU  arrived at its Fifth
Congress, just completed in Jo-
hannesburg, at its healthiest ever.
There have been serious flaws
this year, particularly in the
failure of the inter-campus news
service to reach any true level of
efficiency, and in the relatively
low degree of person-to-person
contact on the different campuses,
but on the whole it has been a
wiatershed. The Union is well and
truly on the rails, and its affairs
have been placed in exceptionally
capable hands by Congress for
next year. SASPU's ongoing
commitment to change in this
country, to allying itself at all
times with the demands of the
majority of South Africans and
actually taking its lead from
these, is mirrored in the attitudes
expressed at the Fifth Congress.
Motions ex pressing solidarity with
striking members of the Media
Workers Association of Seuth
Africa (Mwasa). banned and har
rassed community leaders, and all
political detainees in the country
were passed unanimously, and can
be seen as the very basis for a
Union which strives toward play-
ing some part in the struggle for a
nonracial, just South Africa.

‘Prisoners of war’ treatment call by Nusas

® Frompg1

The ex=ANC member also wdenti-
Fiedd st ol the accused as having
been with him in military traming
camps in Angola, and it was on the
basis of his evidence that the accused
were convicted ol undergong miki-
Lary Iraning.

The mest batch ol siite wilivesses
dealt wuth the Silbverton attack. amd
included a number of people held
howiage in the ensuing siege amd
policemen involved in storming the
hank to releose the hostages.

The next seguence of witnesses
dealt with the attack on
Sockmeckaar police station in the
northern Transvaal.

Testimony Trom both the state and
the accusad, who gave evidenee in
their defence. was that the attack
wis planned by the ANC High
Command in Maputo, Sockmekaar
wis  Chowen  specilically Tor the
attack becaiuse local police had been
mnvedved i forcing resettlements in
the area. In les evidence, Mashigo
called the attack “armed propagan-
da™ and a show of sympathy with

the .

the local population.

Phe acosed samd that i1 was ma
their mtention 1o kill anvone i the
attack. although o woukd have been
exceplionally cosy Tor them o do so
poant admitied by police
wilnesses. The accused samd that they
hand spent three weeks surveving the
arca o ensure that they knew their
target well and so that in attacking
i it wotild not not be necessary o
kill aimvone,

The trial court did-not accept this
amd  gecosed  the three men ol
attempied muorder of the two black
constables present at the station at
the time of the attack. One of these
policemen was slightly imjured by
piece of shrapnel from a handgrena-
de  explosion. The account  of
robbers on which the accused were
convicted related 1o the thelt of a
lowal black civilian®s truck which
was Ty be used as o getaway vehicle,

The owner of the truck said that the
acctsed  promised 1o return his
vehicke amd pay Tor the petrol used
andd this was borne out by the actions
o the accosed alter the attack insell.

Theother major section ol the state

case related to individual actions of
the swcised.

The Tirst six aceused gave evidence
in their own defence, and none of
them demied that they were goerillas.
They also acknow ledged anumber of
charges against them, Tor instance
Lubisi. Mashigo and  Manana
admitied e the Sockmekaar attacks
together with a Tourth guerilla who
escaped. Only al issue was the
murlive behind the attack — whether
it was a mission ol armed propagan-
da or one to kill.

Accused Toar and Tive denied any
knowledge of the Silverton attack
which they were charged ol being
invelved inat planning stages. Allihe
accusad argued that all ANC targets
were political. military or coconomic
targets amd that any  larget mo
Falling into these categories would
not be a legitimate ANC operation.
Muolehatsi - and  Taw sand  their
mission had been concentrated on
the oil refineries at Waltloo outside
Pretoria. They were told by the trial
judge that the death sentence was
seriously considered in their case
and only the fact that they were

arrested before their planned attack
were they saved,

Shea admitted his pant om e
attempt attack on the Banto Albars
Aadmwmstratwm Bogrd i Por Natal,
bt chenied o charge of recruiting twio
penple 1o join the ANC,

Raddebe, Bogale and Mnogadh dud
ol give evidenee in their delence.

The state attempied (o argue that
because the accaised were invidved in
a EI'I'IEI"II El.'ll'l!ipifll..‘}' with the ANC,
they were habbe and responsible or
all acts carried out by the organisa-
tion. By this token, all the accused
were  guilty. ol the Sockmckaar
attack even i only three of the
accused were phyvsically present al
the 1ime,

The defence. led by George
Browde, SC, argued that conspiracy
haad certam limits, amd that there hald
1 b some act of participation by
Phe ambividhuzls pocised o remder a
conspiracy hable. This was ultimaie-
Iv awcepted by the conr.

It was shown in the trial that almaost
all of the accused left South Alrica
because of the events of June 1976
amd after. Mosd were Trom Somgto

avrd Bl boen students ot ihe i

Fhe heind of Unisa’s Sociodogy
Dyepartment., Prol Manie, wlho gone
[ II.1|."I'|L'I..' m I'Ili'l l:_".l"lll'l ol senlenmee
for thie awcusedd, ssod thaat i view ol
Uhe experience amnd workd view ol the
acewsed, leaving  the countiy lor
military  triming was o perlecth
explicahle amd rational respaonse toa
R LTHTITTL R

The state called tor the  death

penalty for the first seven accused
and this was opposed by the Delen-
ce. The Judge. however. found that
the Sockmckaar attack constituial
an extreme act ol tresson, He Toamd
that the police were imvolved i the
protectom ol o “envithisad  socwy
whnich belad e ilieesd saloes™, O thas
basis e sentenced the Tirst three 1o
death, saving that e owed it 1o the
South African public 1o puss the
ultimate ponalty in this cise.

Yourth wos e o Gactor preventimg
the deanh sentence beang imposed on
Aashigo 0 who woas 15 when he el
the commtrs amd 19 a0 the time of the
Sovhmokaar otk because ol
bty amad leakershup rode s hich
he plved. sand the Judey
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ON THE night of Sunday, January
25, and the mormning of the next week
some | 500 workers at the Firestone
tyre factory in Port Elizabeth
downed tools in a pensions dispute
which brought production to a
virtual standstill for a week.

The workers had objected
repeatedly in previous months to the
Government’s proposed Pensions
Act, which would provide that
emplovees would not be able to
withdraw their pension contribu-
tions until they were 65,

Many of them feared they would
not hive 1o 63, while others were
under the impression their hard-
carned money was going 1o be taken
away from them by the
Government. ]

So they downed tools and Natly
reflused tostant work again until they
were paid out their pension
contributions 1o date. 1

Firestone agreed to pay out. but
said the paperwork alone would
take a number of weeks to complete
— sosink ers should return to work.,

On Wednesday. afier two days of
negotiations between management
and the strikers” negotiating
commitice. Firestone was assured
by the government it would be
granted exemption form the
proposed legislation. The
company's mafdaging director, Peter
Morum, wrote a letter — of which
hundreds of copies were made and
disiributed — guaranteeing the
strikers the exemption, and saying
the strikers would be paid out on
February 1.

He also set a hinal deadline for them
to return to work that day. fathng
which they would be regarded as
“having resigned™,

The strikers merely handed all the
letters back to their negotiating
committee  with instructions  that
thes be returned 1o Morum. “How
can we trust a white man?T” asked
one. “He may turn around anv time
on this picee of paper. We aren’t
going back until we have our money
m our hands™,

By & am the next dav after threee
successive shifts had refused 1o go
buck all | 500 men had lost thier
junke,

Firestone had tried hard to explain
the Government's proposed Pension
Act. to the workers It brought in an
expert from Old Mutwal *a black
man, mind vou,” said Morum, who
spent lour days at the lactory lalking
to the workers about the law.

“We did all we could™ said Moram.
“*Mo one couild have done more.™

What Morum didn't realise,
however is that if a man feels he's
going to be cheated by the
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Sparks fly at Firestone strike as
new Pensions Act threatens

Firestone strikers ... rejected the proposed Pension Act

Government. it doesn’t help him
much to have to expert explain to
him under exactly which subsection
and paragraph ol the law the cheat
will take place. Firestone
management’s were compounded
because its only channel of
communication with the workers
was the government initiated liaison
committiee system. which has been
thoroughly discredited in labour
disputes elsewhere in South Africa.
Firestone committee is ostensibly
democratically elected. and Morum
guotes, “polls in the region of eighty
per cent™ to show workers go for it
i a big way.

Workers, however say anvone who
wishes 1o 1o stand for election may
hand his name at the personnel
olflice. On election day, they say a
voting table is set up at the factory
gate and workers are required to cast

their vote before they are allowed in
o work.

They say the committee members
are “"management stooges™,

The only union with any significant
following at Firestone is Freddie
Sauls’ Numarwasa, with about 200
members for short of the 750-plus
that Morum requires before he will
recognise the union.

When the strike broke out, many
workers were  disillusioned with
Numarwosa. *“They took our money
but we never got anything for it
Now they want to come in on the
sirikke. They had better stay away
from here.” said one worker,
Freddie Sauls in fact received a
death threat the day after he was
quoted in local newspapers on the
strike. telling him to keep clear of
Firestone.

The strike died on Friday. five days

alter it began, as splits developed
between groups of workers and
attendances at meetings dwindled.
One of the coloured workers, a
member of the negotioling
committee. told African workers on
Frday morning all the “coloured™
workers were going to pick up their
tonls on Ml.‘ll'ldn:-‘, and there would
be bloodshed il anyone tried 1o stop
them from going back into the
lactory.

He said they intended 1o resign if
their pension contributions were nol
paid out on February 11 as
promised.

Some Alrican workers agreed with
him, arguing they had remt and
school fees to pay. and families 10
support. Others said they could no
go back. “The Boere will laugh at
us,” said one. “They will think we

“are baboons!™"

By Monday all the workers — with
the exception of a doren or so —
were queuning up outside the lactory

gates 1o be taken on as new
emplovees,
But the most significant

development in Firestone's labour
relations that weekend was probably
something that didn't take place at
the factory at all — but at the
inaugural congress of the Motor
Assembley and” Component
Workers Union of South Africa. a
few miles away in New Brighton.

The Union, which was formed last
vear after dissident Ford workers
split from the company-recognised
UAW beciuse of dissatislaction
with UAWs handling of the Ford
strike. drew more than § 000 people.

And standing at the back.with keen
imlerest writlen on their faces, was a
group of Firestone workers,

Jo’burg Terror Act trialists allege torture

A SOWETO man charged under
the Internal Securitv Act was
aguitted m  the Johannesburg
Regional Court on February 5, after
he alleged he had been tortured by
\n."l..'llrll:l. F'llliIL'l..'ll'lt'.'l'l.

Mr Vuvisile Mdleleni, 28, a former
evecutive member of the banned
Black People’s Convention  and
lounder member ol the banned
1I»|l|:l'.1lI|:'l'.' Writer's Association, was
acguitted because the State did not
have cnough evidence 10 convict
him

He was one of six men appearing
charged with being members  of
either the ANC or the PAC, and
lurthering the aims of these banned

organeabions with the intention of

undermiming law and order in South
Alnca.

Police sav a large number of
banned  documents.  pamphlets,
caseltes and books were found in
their possession.

The accused — Mr Themba
I'shongwe., 28: Mr Norman
Monvepole, 39: Mr Patrick

Gaboutlocfoe, 49: Mr Vuyisile
Mdieleni. Mr John Matona, 24; and
Mr Sipho MNhlapo, ¥ — have
pleaded not guilty before Mr A H
Barlow,

The State called Mr Teddy Mphese
to give evidence. He was discredited
bv the court. and declared an
mcompetent wilness  because  he
deviated from the statemient made to
the State under oath,

He admitted 1w having made an
incriminating statement against the
accused under wriure.

He is still being held in detention.

During an almost cight-day cross-
examination, Warrant Oflicer Van
Wk of the security police at Protea
perlice station, told the court he had
never seen a document placed before
the court alleging Accused No |, Mr
Tshongwe, had been assaulted and
blindiolded by security policemen.

These complaints were made by Mr
Tshongwe to Mr J J B Esterhuysen,
a visiting magistrate, on April 16 last
vear.

The men were all arrested between

April and July last vear.
This document was sent to the
Scoeretary for Justice. the
Commussionser of Police. and the
security police at Protea,

In the statement, Tshongwe alleped
he was demed sleep. made to stand
on  cement. punched and given
clectric shocks,

Replving 1w a  gquestion from
defence councel Mr George Biros,
on why Mr Tshongwe's requests 1o
be seen by a doctor were not met, W
O Van Wyk sand Tshongwe had been
seen by a Sergeanmt Van Vouren. a
member of the security police.

Mr Biros submitted that Accused
No 2, Mr Monyvepote™s feet were
swollen and his chest bruised as a
result of continuous assault, and Sgt
Van Vuuren had failed 1o investigate
assault claims because the officer
himsell had parnticipated in the ill-
treatment of the detainee.

W O Van Wyk denied allegations
ol assault. but admitted 10
destroving statements made by Mr
Manvepote.

L]

Johannesburg’s Chiel’ Magistrate,
Mr J A Van Dam and Mr A J
Mouton — an inspector of detainees
— refused 10 produce documents 1o
the court concerning the alleged ill-
treatment of detainees.

The presiding magistrate. Mr
Barlow. rules their refusal was
justifiecd on the grounds of See 6,
subsection 2 of the Internal Securin
Act. which savs no person other
than the minister or a person act ing
i his official capacity is entitled to
official information relating 10 o

detainee or obained from a
detainee.
Quoting from a number ol

authorities, Mr Bizos stressed this
did not take awav the right the
accused had o have access to o
statement made 1o a peace officer, a
doctor, magistrate, or inspector of
detainees. .

He said the Chiel Magistirate
possessed statements in which Mr
Monyvepote complained of
treatment he had received from WO
Van Wyk and other security
policemen. '

He saud the statements  were
important 1o test the credibility of
bosth State and Delence witnesses
Fatlure 1o submit the documents (o
the court could only hinder the case
of the Defence.

Mr Biros also submitted that
Accused No 4, Mr Mdleleni was
handculled. put in leg rons, and

then torced 1o stand up straight all
might on the might ol his arrest
without being interrogated.

It was alleged Mr Mdiclemi was
forced 1o make a statement the next
day. but it had been destroved by the
ofhicer because he was not satisiied
with it

Mdleleni made a statement 1o
police. but said it was made under
duress,

The State never led his statement as
evidence. and he was acquitted on
February 5.

On February 27. the defence will
argue for the discharge of the other
accused on the grounds of lack of the
evidence ol tha accused furthering
the aims of a banned organisation.
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Unity the message at Macwusa rally

THE NEEDS ol black workers and
the black community cannot be
separated, a rally of more than 8 000
heard in Port Elizabeth.

This was the message delivered by
speakers at a rally organised by the
newly formed Motor Assembly and
Component Workers Union of
South Africa (Macwusa), who
stressed that unity was crucial for
workers 1o claim their rights in the
South African economy.

One speaker, Mr Government Zini,
a Macwusa -organiser, 1old the
packed meeting that the wunion
believed the worker was also a
member of the community and as
such the two could not be separated.

“If there is a problem in the
community we will be involved™ he
said 1o cheers from the huge
audience which included students
and pensioners singing  fmeedom
"bl'll'lg".

“No one is going 1o give you your
rights because he feels sorry for vou.
This is why we are here to organise
ourselves in order to get those
rights.™

The national organiser of the South
African Allied Workers Union
SAAWL, Mr Thozamile Ggweta.
said im his turn that it was only
through unity and a commitment to
a strong presence on the factory
Moor that the unregistered trade
unioff movement could survive acts
ol state repression.

He told the meeting that
progressive  trade wnions  would
refuse tof register as long as racially
discriminating laws existed, because
registration would imply that ““we
are prepared 1o abide by these laws
which are a hindrance to the black
workers in South Africa.”

Progressive trade unions could not
remain silent on political issues, he

added.  Trade wmions had been
outlawed in the homelands and, as
such, workers could not submit to
apartheid by kecping silent and
allowing it to remain unchallenged.

“To be a relevant trade union it
musi be one formed =o that it can be
able 1o provide change in society —
and 1w be able o work for the
freedom of the workers in that
sSOCiety.

“Relevant trade unions believe that
South Africa is lfaced with a future of
non-racialism. If we cannot join
hands with other races in our
country to flight for our unity we
shall not be able to face that reality.”
Ggweta said.

Also speaking under the theme
‘Workers United in the B0'S" the
Macwusa chairperson. Mr Dumili
Makhanda, told the audience that
his umon was ready 1o organise all

the workers in Port Elurabeth and all
‘workers in training” who were now
students, into a single powerful
union,

“But.” he said “this can only
succeed through unity and workers
must be wary of divisions in the
leadership.™

He emphasised that *“we don’t
want a lackey as a leader, we don’l
want handpicked leaders, we don’l
want leaders who are transmiiiers of
management’s commands,

“We must not fear being hated by
our bosses,”

The vice-president of the Media
Woerkers  Association ol South
Africa (Mwasa) Mr Charles
Ngakula said that progressive trade
unions, by their very nature, had to
“talk politics in the South African
sifuation,”

Although much had been promised
the government has produced no

significant changes, he said. It had
merely changed its attitutes, not its
policies,

The state was compelled 1o
recognise that 95 percent of the
South African workelorce was
black. but hoped 1o mampulate the
black worker by recognising black
tfade unions while banning s
progressive leadership.

Messages of support lfor Macwusa
were read out from Joseph Mavi of
the Black Municipal Workers Union
and the sccretary general of the
SACC, Bishop Desmond Tutu,
The rally was also addressd by the
chairperson of the Pa-ents
Committee. Reverand James Hava.
Mr M Madlingosi from General
Motors, Mr M Xatusa from Feltex, a
Pebeo ollicial. Mr Sandile Manase, a
Ford Worker Mr M Cilibe. and a
representative  from the Western
Prowvinee Gieneral Workers” Umion.,

Thomsville protests =

over Group Areas
housing policies

THE current battle for rehousing
being fought in Thomsville, a slum
area in Lenasia, is more than a battle
for improved accomodation.

For over a month the residents of

the arca. under the leadership of the
Thomsville residents association
(TRA)Y have been battling the
Department of Communily
Development  for  recogmition  of
their own chosen representatives
and of their demands for the
rchousing of all. to be met.

Thomsville has been in existance
since 1963, Most of is residents are
Group Areas victims who were
moved out of Sophiatown,
Newclare, Fordsburg and Papeview
in the late 50°s. Because of a shortage
of accomodation they were moved
into disused army barracks and then
allocated a place in Thomsville as a
IEMPpOrary measure,

Twenty, years later they are still
there,

The new houses that have been

built in Lenasia since then have been
handed over 1o more recent group
arcas victims — particularly the
residents of Pageview who do not
want o be moved at all.

The Thomsville houses are squalid
and owvercrowded. There are 100
Towiir roasiiis wimils and 368 1wo-room
units. An average of 6,5 people share
the space that was initially meant for
pensioners with no independents.
There is no electnicity or inside water
aor loddets. Instead outside in the
dusty vard there is one toilet to every
four families and one tap to every
sixieen.

Thomsville was declared a slum by
the Medical Officer of Health in
196K,

But this has not resulted in an
improvement of conditions. The
authorities have never been
particularly worried about blocked
toilets., the lack of adequate
dramnage. damp walls and piles of
rubbish.

The only time an attemp was made

i

to do something about Thomsville
was in 1978 when Marais Steyn, the
then Minister of Community
Development, toured the area:
Some houses were sandbagged and
painted, and new fences were
erected. But no necessary
lundamental changes necessary 1o
make Thomsville liveable ever
happened.

The knowledge that empty houses
in Lenasia are waiting for Group
Arcas evictees 1o be filled galvanised
the residents into action, They
decided to go directly 1o the sources
of their trouble — the Department

Pretoria Seven freed on four
charges under Terrorism Act

SEVEN men charged with four
counts under the Terrorism Act
appeared in the Pretoria Regional
Court for a week at the end of

January.
All seven — Arthur Phalatse,
Thabo Dlovu, Jamitjie Malava

Shiloane, William Mampuru, Albert
Motlana, Oupa Masuka and Joseph
Masuka —are charged with having
consented 1o undergo military
traming outside the Republic. All
are between the ages of 18 and 24,
some are semor Cosas members,

The first count alleges that Accused
number four, William Mampura.
had on a number of occasions
allegedly incited Gerald Sedutla 1o
undergo military training outside
the country.

Oupa Masuka. Accused number
SN, laces twoaccounts of allegedly
inciting all the accused. as well as
Tsepo Hlalethwa and Thabo
Masuka, — 10 undergo military
traming and also to have allegediy
made the necessary arrangements
for them to leave the country,
They are all charged with having
allcgedly taken the necessary steps

o have left South Africa to undergo
that training.

The State at first applied for all its
wilnesses Lo give evidence in camera,
but the defence —, Ernc Dane
mstructed by Priscilla  Jana —
opposed the apphcation.

The court ruled that only the 17
vear old vouth — who mav not be
named — would be allowed to give
evidence in camera. But the vouth's
evidence failed 1o reveal anything
about incitement for military
training.

In response 1o the vouth's evidence.
the defence applied for Mampura®s
acquittal. The court acquitted him.

Hlelethwa — who has been in
detention sice the end of June 1980
— was then called as the State's
second witness. The crux of his
evidence centred around a meeting
at the home of Oupa Masuka —
Accused number six — after which
all the accused allegedly decided 1o
leave the country for military
training, and all were arrested on the
South African side ol the Swaziland
border.

Accused number ane, two, and six,

have given evidence so far. They all
say they were members of an
organisation called the *“Funeral
Brigade”. which was set up in some
Pretoria townships 1o enable the
vouth o participate in funerals. The
function of this was to bridge the
generation gap n the community,

They also aimed 1o get more adult
support  for vanous cducational
campaigns and commemoration
services. They admitted to beingina
combi near the Swaziland border,
and sand they were there as a funeral
brigade 1o parucipate in a fluneral in
that area.

The magistrate said in judgement
that the state had not proved bevond
reasonable  doubt that the seven
accused had imtended 1o leave the
country  to  undergo military
Lraiming.

The state’s case rested on an
accomplice witness” evidence. which
coutld not be corroborated. The
magistrate  sand  that the seven
accused had o be given the benelnt
of the doubt as to the truth of their
claims of the Funcral Brngade
TS 100, .

Disused army barracks ‘temporary’ accomodation — for twenty years!

of Community Development. They
presented a memorandum stating
their grievances and demands to the
Regional Director, after a march on
the administration ollices,

Among other demands were calls
that the people of Thomsville be
rchoused in suitable, adeguate and
decent homes immediately: That
this take priority over the
resettlement of people elfecied
through the Group Areas Act —e.p.
Pageview — and that the Thomsville
Residents Association be recognised
as the legimate representative of the
people.

The response ol community

Development was predictable. In a
letter to the TRA they advised that
any problems should be handled
through the Managemeni
Commitiee as the official channel.
They also said that preparations
were underway for the planned
redevelopment of Thomsville.

Al the ime it was announced that
100 empty houses had been handed
over to Dennis  Pillay the

—

Pics by Les Lawson

chairperson  of  the Management
Committee for allocation to
Thomsville residents.

But as the TRA savs: It must be
remembered that the number of
families that want 1o be rehoused is
more than 100 and as such we have
o continue our struggle until all
families are rehoused,™
The TRA also rejected this as an
attempt by the Management
Committee 10 “jump on the
bandwagon™ by cluming that they
are responsible Tor obtaining the
huvises. )
“We the people know that it is
because of our efforts that these
houses are now available,™
The residents are adamant that
that they will not allow their struggle

| to be co-opted by the Management

Committee and that they will not be
divided by promises of houses for
only a fraction of the people. They
are determined that they will not be
determine their own future and will
not be lfobbed off with vet more
emply promises from officials.

One tap to sixteen families in Thomsville
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Aggresslve policies

What kind of sick society takes pride in having killed its own brothers?

The South African Defence Force raid into Mozambique is truly a cause
for grief. South Africans have to realise that the problem does not exist
bevond our borders, but indeed within them.

* There is a civil war being fought between South A fricans and not a war with
our neighbours. South Africans were killed in Mozambique h'_lr their fellow

couniry people.

Souwth Africa is a polarised society, lﬂuwrmhlnlﬂﬂdulhl force
people to leave the country.

Majority mourns

We hvrmlnuﬂhtﬁulhnjnﬂrﬂsﬂihfﬂu-mhnﬂ
on Matola — the death of these people is a source of grief and genuine
sorrow to the oppressed masses.

This has been demonstrated in the willingness of people to defy the ban on
commemoration services for their brothers who died.

Bans and the presence of the police will mever stifle the feelings of the
people. At the funeral of F anie Mafoko who died in the Silverton Bank seige,

15 000 people were present — on 8 Wednesday afternoon.

Destabilisation

The raid into: Mozambique is pretty extreme action — to enter &
neighbouring country and wipe out two homes — in the light of the ANC
hecoming a signatory to the Geneva Convention. This role of Iﬂftﬂi--':,
the South African policy of destabilisation against its neighbours —
been witnessed on various occassions. The raids mnlnhh.hnph-l
now Mozambique represeni one aspect. The role of South Africa at
Lancaster House and the Geneva talks comprise the other.

SA is setiing itself up as a sub-imperialist power, attempting to dominate
the sub-continent. One thing is cerlain, so loag as conflict exists within the
country the future holds much sorrow and hardship.

Bureaucratic crisis

T-h signs ol pressure are beginning to show with crises in education and the
bureascracy at large.

Nursing crises, teacher crises, prisons crisis are dealt with by building
. bigger prisons and paying civil servants fatter salaries. At no stage is the
system that produced these people the subject of critical examination.

Education crisis

Likewise the return of studests to school must mot be viewed as a
submission or defeat. The long terms demands of the stwdents, for
representation and the abolition of racist and unequal education remains.

The State’s attempt to introduce compulsory education is no solution.

Studenis want Bante Education (o be destroyed, not forced down their
throais.,
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Letters to the Editors

Dear Sir,

In Saspu National number four you
carried an interview with Joe Mavi,
President of the Black Municipal
Workers Union.

What featured most prominently in
the article was. however, not the
nterview itsell but three rather large
black blocked-in areas,

Obviously some censorship was
involved, wetting my appetite to peer
intently at what was hidden
undemeath that layer of thick black
ink. | am sure that others, oo, sal
starng<trying to see what it was that
demanded censorship.

Despite that the article was
informative— Joe Mavi being a man
obviousl¥ strong in character and
commitment,

Please could you explain.

Yours sincerely
Walter Becker
Wiils A

The cxplanation is simple. At the time
of the interview Joe Mavi was facing
charges wader the Sabotage Act. On
advice from his lawvers we censored
certain statemenis which might have
prejuciced his case. They were mainly
concerned with the acrual events of
the municipal workers sirike. Thoe
SJacts are genevally well-known - so
rest ar ease.

We are happy to note thar the
charges  under the Sabotage Act
(which carries the dearh penalty) were
dropped.  Mr Mavi  instead  faces

charged wmler the Riotous Assembly
A, Fuls,

Subscribe!

Dear Saspu National,

1 was most impressed 1o read your
feature on the Federation of
South African Women in Saspu
Mational no 2. What seemed 1o come
out most clearly was the link that
this organisation had to the broader
liberation struggle in the 1950%s and
that this organisation had 1o be
and that it too suffered the
consequences of the stringent
oppressive laws implemented in the
_early sixties in terms of the banning
of leaders and gencral State
repression of any prugrc-'--iw:
activities.

Following your subscguent storics
covering the rent protests in Soweto,
I see that the Federation has been
revived, and actually took a leading
role in the protests, once again
providing the impetus and avenucof
women (o take an active part in
community les.

The activities of the Federation in
1980 are significant, and indicate a
general trend of growing awareness
among women that they are integral
to the struggle in South Africa.

This should not be confused with
the direction taken by reformist
women's movements, who play
directly into the hands of the State’s
total strategy (cg Inkatha Women's
Legal Status Commitiee, and the
various ‘execulive’ women's groups
by promoting things such as Star
Woman of the Year. women in
business eic.

Subscription rates: RS 00 per 10 editions. Postage paid.

Saspu National serves an
impoftant function. in publicising
fundamental issues concerning
women in South Africa today.

Wits Women's Movement.

Sir.,
While not questioning your right to
criticise (free speech, press etg.) 1 do
lake strong exceplion. (o biased
reporting in vour article on the
LLC.T. 5.R.C. Elections (Saspu 3).
Firstlv, vou mention the “remark-
ably unfunny™ Mr Kemp. L. Tor one,
found the Silly Party hilarious — so
did over 8%, of the student body (an
mmpressive total when vou consider
only 3P, actually voted). Besides, |
don®t expect leftists o lind the Silly
Pariy funnywhen its prime intention

was 1o annoy them.
Secondly, :mu say it is obvious that

I would never "“make it™ in a bigger
clection. Justin Hardcastle (group
of nine leftist) one more vole
than | did (Kemp B854, Hardcastle
B55) and Stephen Gordon,
now an Exceutive member (Media
Oilicer) got only 19 more votes than
I dhd (S, Gordon = KT3).

Does this now mean that these two
prominent leftists will also no
“make it™ in a bigger clection, |
waould have polled the most voles
and have been President,

Thank you.

Arthur B. Kemp
Emperor, U.C.T. S.R.C.
(sell proclaimed)
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“SA Health — Hi=tory of the main
complaint” will question the
relevance of the present health
system in SA

We look at the faciors oo oflen neglected by the
Medical prolession, thal are important determin-
nants in the causation of disease

CRITICAL HEALTH

= accessible to all at
0 cents per copy

CRITICAL WEALTH afims to show tha 1inks

betwean health and soclfety in South Africa.
CRITICAL HEALTH attempts to show that bettar
health cam enly be achieved in a democratic

WOHE 1IN PHIWGHE S5 1

v @4 Jjournal which

By exploring

*The exploitative labour mnrhﬂ
eMigrant labour

*The impoverished rural areas

*The effects of Colonialism

*The development of the health care
system in SA

Dates: May 4th (Evening)
May 5th (Evening)
May 6th (Whole Day)

Venue: Wits Campus — exact
venue to be announced.

ALL WELCOME

JSouth Africa.

CRITICAL HEALTH looks critically at tne
state of health in South Africa.

CRITICAL HEALTH presents the viaw that
health is tha concerm of all,

ERITICAL HEALTH provides a prograssive
perspactive om current health fssuas,
CRITICAL HEALTH sxplodes common- myths about
health and acts as a forum for the sxchange
af health 1deas.

If you want to subscribe to the next 4
aditions of CRITICAL MEALTH, send R1,20
(plus postage 1f outsfide Southern Africa),
to:

CRITICAL HEALTH

¢/ MEDICAL STUDENTS COUNCIL

WITS MEDICAL SCHOOL

ESSELEN STREET

JOHANMESBURG

2001.

explores and presents ideas about
contemporary Louth AFrican society,

WIFP appwsar:. A= yrsir,

REGULAR | FATURES include summaries
of politi.cal trials, and items on
strikes and other labour action
and orn labour orpanisations.

SUBSCHLFT LONS are available at
R5,00 tor five isswes in South
Afriza (rotes oloowhare are
availably oo renuest from the
editor:.}.

etliniat Limgss pere

Write to:
HE EDLIUAS 1
PO Hox 93174
21473 Yeweil Lee
Uowth At rica




TOTAL STRATEGY

THERE is a saying that you can
fool some of the people all of
the time and all of the people
some of the time, but yvou can't
fool all of the people all of the
time.

It's a lesson some well-known
South African politicians have yet
to learn. In fact, the only people
that Total Strategy fools all of
the time are the policy makers
themselves.

They've tried hard to fool the
rest of us though. The launching
of Total Strategy mobilized every
means available — the press, radio,
TV, commerce and industry, black
business, academics, legislation,
the military, church, homeland
leaders and even opposition politi
cians.

Total Strategy was able to
draw on such wide support
because it offered something to
everyone with a stake in the
system.

People who want change with-
out change thought they'd hit the
jackpot. Total Strate romised
to dismantle some of the uglier
features of South African society
while leaving the free enterprise
system intact.

This meant that the situation
would be stabilized and the
system improved. While Piet Pro-
mises was declaring war on the
dompas, the Riekert Commission
was b extending the controls
over African workers and their
families. And no-one even noticed.
In fact they applanded his re-
commendations.

These people are so desperate
for “change™ and so reluctant to
accept the implications of change
that they convince themselves that
Piet Promises and the Total
Strategy travelling circus represent
a genuine push for change rather
than the most sophisticated at-
tempt yet to buy time and patch
up a system that's breaking up.

Let's take a look at who
bought Total Strategy . . .

The Principled Liberal — These
defenders of the civil rights road
to freedom have always overlooked
the reasons for the lack of civil
rights.

They've seen the lack of these
rights as a function of (largely)
Afrikaner race prejudice. Assuch,
the struggle becomes one of
convincing Afrikaners to change.

Heaven forbid that anyone
should suggest that Apartheid
makes things convenient for em-
ployers to pay poverty wages,
refusal to recognise trade unions
and to cut comers on safety,
health and conditions in the work-
place.

Which is not to say that Apart-
heid is always good for business.
It does create problems for cer-
tain employers and it is a cumber-
some and rigid system. But 4t
goes a long way towards en
suring a super-exploited work-
force.

In their desire to overlook this,
principled liberals attach immense
importance to any sign of relaxa-
tion of controls. The slightest
indication of an open mind from
a policy maker becomes a major
leap forward.

Because they don't acknow-
ledge the reasons for Apartheid
they don’t question the reasons
for change. Hence while Wichahn
and Riekert were busy cooking up
tighter controls, they were hailin
them as the end of 25 years u?
Apartheid.

These liberals end up in the
contradictory position of demand-
ing rights but accepting privileges
instead. Which is what Total
Strategy is all about.

It extends limited privileges
to a stratum of black middle
class people who are willing to
accept incorporation in the
current system.

This middle class is still not
given rights and the rulers use the
granting of these pnvileges to
justify denying rights to the
majonty.

By accepting these privileges
this black middle class under-
mines disenfranchised demands
for real political rights.

The Free Enterprisers — They
have always drawn the most
direct benefit from Apartheid.
They own mines, factories and
businesses in which millions of
black workers produce billions of
rands of profit.
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A lesson for Total
Strategists: You
cannot fool all the

people all the time.
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SASPU NATIONAL LOOKS AT TOTAL STRATEGY'S ATTEMPTS
TO MASK THE INBUILT HORRORS OF APARTHEID

Even more than the principled
liberal, the free enterpriser is
determined to avoid any focus
on who benefits from Apart-
heid.

But instead of just bhminﬁ
the Afrikaners like the principle
liberals do, they contrast free
enterprise and Apartheid.

The former, they claim, is a
social system which offers every-
one an equal chance to own a
factory or a farm or business
and get rich. Or to be a lawyer
or a doctor or an accountant for
one of those owners and get rich
that way.

These people, free enterprise
says, deserve to be rich because
they are more greedy, competitive
and materialistic than anyone else.
And since humans (they say) are
naturally greedy and competitive
and materialistic, it stands to
reason that these people should
get to the top.

Those who don't make it, we
are told, have only themselves to
blame because everyone apparent-
ly has the same chance to cheat
and exploit everyone else in the
cut and thrust of business.

All those le in South
Africa who are black or female
or illiterate or who live in home-

lands-or on farms or who cannot
go to school are victims of Apart-
heid.

if we remove Apartheid then,
employers will be willing to pay
living w and accept a drop in
profits. Iﬁ:b opportunities will
mushroom in the rural areas and
wipe out unemployment.

Employers will spend millions
making the factories and mines
safe to work in. They will recog-
nise trade unions and refrain from
victimising union members. They
will happily watch a powerless
and controlled workforce become
powerful and dismantle the con-
trols which made them so help-
less to combat exploitation.

The total strategists joined the
free enterprisers in blaming Apart-
heid for the nation's ills. By
agreeing to dismantle Apartheid

they shifted opponents of Apart-.

heid into their camp as defenders
of Capitalism.

The dividing line in South
African society was no longer be-

tween pro- and anti-Apartheid
groups, but between pro- and
anti-Capitalist groups.

The Black Middle Class — The
so-called “black buffer”, this
group was meant to have a stake
in the system by extending

privileges to them As such they
would see their interests as lying
with the current system and be
willing to defend it against forces
fighting for change.

This group’s privileged posi-
tion is held up as a model of what
all black people can expect if
they give the rules (both govern-
ment and employers) a chance.
What people forget is that the
privileges granted to the few are
done so at the expense of the
majority.

A stable urban black middle
class can only be created if all
the surplus people are removed -
that means anybody who is not a
vital labour unit. Similarly, new
people can't be allowed into the
urban areas unless they are essen-
tial to employers.

Bearing in mind the fact that
every day the homelands become
less able to support their growing
populations, this means much
stnicter controls over movement,
housing and employment.

This tightening -of conitrols
has been accompanied by much
liberal optimism in what appears
to be a relaxation in official
attitudes. This has become a cen
tral feature of Total Strategy.
The liberal pronouncements and

trumped-up reforms create a
smoke screen behind which the
existing controls can be extended
and tightened.

The reason so many people
fail to see through the smoke is
because they don't look for the
reasons behind the changes. If
they did, they would see that the
reasons are those of the rulers.

It is their requirements that the
Strategy is designed to meet.
Because people don't appreciate
whose interests Apartheid serves,
they don't see that these changes
to Apartheid are designed to make
it more effective.

Although Total Strategy con-
vinced most people at the stant
that it was a sincere attempt to
introduce liberal reforms, it soon
ran out of steam and the exten-
sion of control became more and
more obvious,

The last session of Parliament
saw a flood of repressive legis
lation rushed through. Curbs on
the press, on trade unions, on
black peoples residence, move-
ment and employment were all
extended. The police, security
police and military establishment
were granted ever greater powers.

Total Strategy’s inability to al
ter fundamentals also became ob-
vious. No amount of legislation of
official ‘tap dancing could ob-
scure the fact that the most
basic aspects of apartheid were
still very much alive.

Migrant labour, resettlement,
political repression, labour con-
trols, inferior education and con-
ditions in the urban and rural areas
remained unchanged.

By the end of the first year
liberals were already becoming a
little more cautious in the way
they responded to Piets Prom-
mises. His package deal, along
with Fanie Botha's labour pro-
posals ran into rough weather.

Total Strategy's paint job was
wearing thin. 1980 saw a fresh
upsurgeé in militant resistance to
the web of controls which en
tangles black people.

The schools boycott and the
strikes dominated the headlines
for most of the year, Resistance
broke out on other fronts as well.
Rent struggles spread nationwide
a5 community organisation blos
somed. Bus boycotts expressed a
refusal to accept higher trans
port costs.

Labour disputes spread into
the communities as people rallied
to the support of the workers
by boycotting products and re-
fusing to scab at striking factories.

The community council system
has flopped completely and the
government has been forced to
abondon the South African Indian
Council and the Coloured Peoples
Representative Council.

Even Buthelezi was exposed
once and for all as he did the
governments dirty work during
the schools boycotts.

The Free Mandela Campaign
re-emphasized that the majority
of the people saw their true leaders
as those whose struggles for free-
dom and justice had led them to
being incarcerated on Robben
Island and Pretoria Central.

The President’s Council said
the proposed constitutional
changes reiterated the govern-
ment's insistance that “slow think-
ing" blacks had not reached the
same level of constitutional de-
velopment.

Total Strategists may make
liberal noises when things are
quiet, but when the chips are
down the batons come out.
And they hit harder than ever.

Areas are now declared “op-
erational”, making it illegal for
the press to report what is happen-
ing there, giving the police and
army a free hand to control the
situation by any means.

Meetings of a “political” nature
were banned and hundreds herded
into detention at a time when
the entire country was aflame
with strikes, school boycotls,
busses, rents and products, not
to mention attacks on police
stations and plants.

If Total Strategy fooled all of
the people for some of the time,
it was not for long. The voice of
the people soon cut through the
confusion, leaving no doubt as to
what they thought of Total
Strategy.



THE captains of South Africa
industry will not remember 1980 for
the economic boom in the country,

for the tax cuts and gold reve
tuil ?IE:Ip:d it along. o A

They will remember it as the year
that more than 100 000 workers
throughout the country downed
tools to demand a share of the
wealth they produced.

Not since the Durban strikes of
1973 has South Africa seen such an
upsurge of militant worker action.
But unlike the the *73 - strikes,
workers throughout the country. in
all branches of industry. used their

labour power o back their
demands.
With the massive upsurge of

political activity throughout the
country, worker in their thousands
stood up 1o resist the power of their
emplovers and the state.

The political climate generated
over the past 12 months, and the
workers® experience in  their
ceonomic struggles since 1973 is
reflected in the sophistication of
both their organisations and their

demands,
In- the Eastern and Western Cape
workers demonstrated that the most

important issues facing them on the
lactory Noor were democratic non-
racial organisation and representa-
tion,

The struggle of workers organised
in the African Food and Canning
Workers” Union (AFCWU). West-
ern  Province General Workers'
Union {(WPGWL').and the South

Alrican  Allied Workers' Union
(SAAWL) showed an ever
increasing  awareness  that  their

exploitation will only end with the
establishment of a democratic social

svstem  which  recognises the
interests  and demands of  ihe

majoriy ol the people — and that it
i the democratic action of the
cxploated masses themselves tha
will correct  the injustices and
hardships they suffer,

Implicit in this message from the
factory Moors, is that they were not
prepared to accept the racist
loundations of a society  which
dvides workers by colour.

While struggles waged by workers
i Cape Town amd East London
locussed on minimum demands —
democratic, non-racial representa-
tion in their work places — they
also recognised the need to bridge
the  gap  between factory  Moor
struggles and the community.

The meat workers' strike in Cape
Town is the clearest example of how
tactory demands have led to workers
recognising the need 1o hink their
struggle to the broader struggles
around them.

Most stnke actions  lasi
centred. however on wages.

vear

This by no means indicates that
these struggles were isolated and
economistic

Demands for huge wage increases
— sometimes up to 100 percent —
mirror a broad awarcness that
bosses are reaping huge profits al
the expense of workers. This is
particularly evident amongst Motor
Industry workers in the Port
Elizabeth and Roslyn arecas jut also
developed throughout the country.

From the smallest workiorces to
the thousands-strong in the giam
corporations, workers risked their
jobs in challenging the bosses™ right
1 pay poverty level wages.

The impact of massive strikes by
I 000 Johannesburg municipal
workers, the 7 000 Frame workers
and the 1 (00 Rex Truform workers
has been considerable, resulting in
wide-spread awareness amonjgst

Commission proposals

THE YEAR OF

THE STRIKE

Meat workers ..

. municipal workers ... canning workers ...

1980 was the year when labour turned tough "

workers of the power imbalance in
the lactories.

And equally important. it has
brought home the message 1o The
slate and bosses: workers are no
longer prepared to accept their
stlbordination,

And the worker militance shows no
sign ol abating.

Every day for the first 31 days of
this vear, 200 black workers went on
strike, or were involved in labour
disputes which stopped production.

And the Sunday Tribune, which

calculated these - figures. predicts
that industrial relations can face
severest challenge this year as black
workers now give notice of their
demands,

In 1979 the State pushed through
laws aimed at co-opting. regulating
and containing workers® actions.

The new Industrial Concilliation
Agt — spawned from the Weihahn
was
passed by parliament 1o limit future
industrial unrest. "

The growing power of workers'
organisations since 1973 lorced the
government to include the African
workers in the new law — obviously

—
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Every day for the first 31 days of this year 200 black workers

workers went on strike ...
]

with the intention of directing and
controlling worker actions by
providing strictly controlled
structures through which labour
disputes could be solved.

Although this was an attempt to m

ove away from the embarrasingly
high-profile armed repression of
workers, it was by no means a
liberalisation of the harsh labour
laws,

Although the state has created
structures  through which black
workers could theorectically redress

their gnevances, they were tightly
controlled. rigid structures,
designed to limit genuine worker
orgamsations and to wrest from
workers their one powerful weapon
— their ability to withdraw their
labour as a unified group.

The registration of African trade
unions was central to this process,
Through registration, the state
offered a number of benefits to the
umions: smoothing the way offered
to casier agreements and wage
increases, and legitimacy — and
thus protection — within the system.

ey
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But these benefits were dependant
on the good behaviour of registered
unions. Their registration — and
thus their legality — would be
dependent on a rigid conformity 1o
the dictates and conditions laid
down by the state.

Thus armed. the state and the
bosses started out in 1980, confidem
of stifling worker militance and
crushing their organisations.

By the end of the year their high
hopes were shol down in Names.

The workers rejected the new law
for what it was, a sham. And in
almost every case, the state had 10
rely on force to crush the workers®
militancy. and the bosses had o
resort to less sugar-coated methods
— victimisation of worker leaders —
to break strikes.

The Frame workers® struggle, like
those at Kromco, Johannesburg
Dairy and the Johannesburg
Municipality, were abandoned 1o
the full force of police action. The
state and the municipality
“resolved™ the massive, week-long
strike by secaling the compounds,
shunting the workers back 1o the
bantustans and arresting Joseph



Mavi and other union leaders for
alleged sabotage.

The wave of labour unrest in East
London was “resolved™ with the
arrest of a large number of worker
leaders and unionists by the Ciskei
authorities. In Cape Town the state

and the meat bosses joined together
to starve ihe workers into submis-
K100,

The list of similar repression is
almost endless, and demonsirated
clearlv that the new industnal
concilliation machinery was uscless
in containing genuine worker
greivances.

By the end of the vear the
government was desperately huni-
ing lor a wayv oul.

In October, at the height of the East
London struggles. both bosses and
government spokesmen began
sending out a stream ol statements
arguing the need 1o negotiate with
“whatever leadership groups hold
credibiliy with the workers™
previous limitations temporarily
lorgotien.

The Federation ol Industries,
Assocom and other bosses’ mouth-
pieces urged the government 1o drop
some of the less important legal
controls to make registrations more
attractive,

The government has responded by
putting forward a series ol proposals
which trics to do just that.

All restrictions in the Act
considered to be racially objection-
able in racial terms are likely 1o be
removed. Workers of any race will
be allowed to join a registered union
without that union reguiring
ministerial exemption. This would
now include migrant workers.

It is also proposed that the much
criticised  system  of provisional
registration be abolished. The draft
Bill would make it compulsory for
emplovers to deduct union dues
from workers" pay on behall of
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registered  unions. Finally, as an
added attraction. the drafi proposes
that sex discnimintion in wage
agreements be outlawed.

While the Bill attempts 1o enlarge
the carrot being ollferred 1o the
unregistered union — thus solving
some of the initial criticisms — il
ako packs a lot more punch into the
big stick o be wielded againsi
unions reflusing to participate in the
syslem.

Foremost here is the threat 10
enforce compulsory registration. It
15 urlikely however that this will be
done directly as it has indr »d evoked
a storm ol protest from many
quarters, The Federation of South
Alncan Trade Unions (Fosatu)
unmions have threatened 1o withdraw
from the registration process should
compulsory registration go ahead.
the state is likely

Instead ({1}

Since
the Durban

strikes of 1973,
worker militancy

e >

union m

s bating

mtroduce & number of measures
Lantamount o compulsory regisira-
ton — they will make it almost
impaossible for unregistered unions
to operate. These include:

® The declaration that current
agreements between them and
employers as having no legal
standing.

® Sincter controls on fund raising —
no  union may recieve donations
withoul ministerial permission.

Other measures aimed at attacking
the basic approach of the AFCWU.,
WPGWU and SAAWLU include
tougher controls on the political
content of their activities,

The draft appears to ban all
informal ties with community or
political organisations.

This may be achicved through the
outlawing of consummer boveolls
and the rmsing ol strike funds in the

has shown no sign of
despite harsh anti-
asures by the state®

community.

The anti-strike measures are also to
b intensified.

Legal strikes may only be
permitied once a stnke ballot,
*=supervised by the state, has taken
place. And this only once the dispute
has been unsuccessfully processed
through cumbersome official chan-
nels.

Should contract workers be
involved in “illegal™ strikes. they
may lace deportation 1o the
homelands. The minister also plans
to involve the homeland
governments in the enforcement of
these controls,

Finally, there are indications that
the government intends acting
against independent worker
committees. Only these would have
negotiating rights.

® To page 15




STUDENT LEADERS

KARRIM

TO START with, two essential points need
to be made: Firstly, the whole myth that has
been created about voung students not being
able 1o guestion the political structures of
the country  has been 1otally  exposed.
Secondly, the divisional tactics of the system
have been proved to be unsuccessful since
students of all race groups have come
together.

With reference 1o the bovcotts there are
some important features. The demands —
unhike those previously made by students —
did not stop at pleas for more textbooks or
better resourses but reached a far more
fundamental level. The students this time
demanded a restructuring of the entire
svslem.  Students saw  clearly that the
cducauonal struggle could nit be won, or
demands relating specifically 1o education
could not be achieved unless the entire
svslem was changed. In short, political
demands emmerged during the boveotis.

The challenge went bevond education, as
the education system is but one part of the
overall system 1o be changed.

Prior 1o the boveotts one could find little
trace of organisation at most educational
nstitutions,

However. during the boveotts we saw the
surfacing of various forms of organisations.
These  included informal organisational
boveott commiltees. representative councils
and the like.

It is at this level organisations that we need
o bk at the state’s response. 1t responded
by closing down schools. suspending.
expelling or detaining students and baton
charging.

Another important lesson was the clear use
of tactics. The experiences at dilferent
msthitutions of police action and s0 on
cllected the clear wse of tactics.

The bovcotts also exposed the distinct
relation between edueation and the state. IF
one looks at the communmity — stadents
relationship, the community in Durban lfor
cxample were sympathetic 1o and supported
the studemt aetiwon. The students learnt
dlearly that t was not the struggle on the
clucatonal  Tromt atsell’ but  rather their
achive  participation in community  action
that would bring about change.

During  the boveotts, then, there was an
escalation in community - action  with
students assuming ncreasing amounts of
responsibility. At present there exists broad
based  discontemt with  the  svstem  of
cducation all over.

There s a move towards identilving more
clearly the weaknesses of the education
sysleim,

In 1981, there are four main campus issues
we nlend to take up. Firstly, the Due
Performance system (DP) is totally against
the grain of our thought. We don’t agree
with it and will be proposing alternatives.
The second issue is one of linance. The SRC
has already set up its own commission of
enguiry Lo mvestigate the use ol students
funds by the administaration over the last 21

o * To page 11

ZENZILE

THE "RIYs boveott — appearing just when
the students and parents were still licking the
wounds inflicted n “76 — clearly depicted
the level of consciousness and measure of
OrEInsalion of South Alfrican siudents.

In spite of the setbacks of "76, the students
rallicd — coming back strongly 1o onge
more ellectively oppose the gutter education
they have been recemving.

But there were important  dilTerences
betw een the *7T6-T7 boveotts, and those of the
Wil s,

Firstlv, it demonstrated how much the level
of comsgousness and degree ol organisation
impraaed.

Secondly it was extended o other groups in
our community — the “Coloureds™ and
“Indians™.

T s groups Il.l;.i:l'_uti avery small part.

“ooking into the centre of the boveott, it
can be seen how quickly it spread o the rural
amd remote areas as well. Nobody would
expect places like De Aar, Colesburg and
Oudishoorn to have boveolted — nor the
arcas N the Ceker which responded so
positively,

This has clearly shown the growing
consciousness of the students in terms of the
sttuation they - find themselves inoin this
country.

Student

Leaders

Speak

AN Karrim ... President
Westville SRC

Waniu Zenzile ... Cosas President

Tom Nkoana ... Azaso Presidenl

STUDENT opinion saw some major changes in 1980. The boycotts were
instrumental in creating awareness and fostering unity — while also providing
areas of comflict which gave useful experience to student leaders and showed
students the problems of mass action, and how these might be resolved in future
confrontations. Four people —Tom Nkoana, president of Azaso, Alf Karrim, SRC
president of the University of Durban-Westville, Cosas president Wantu Zenzile,
and Andrew Boraine, Nusas president — spoke to SASPU NATIONAL about the
1980 boycotts, and future plans for the student movement in South Africa.

But how did the siudents of the R0's
develop in terms of determining direction?

To a large extent — compared 1o "76-77 —
they never viewed the boveolls as a
principle. It was used as a weapon, as a
strategy. more than anything else.

The demands were clear and straight
forward. They were calegorised into long
and short term demands. They were all
united. and speaking the same language.

A new factor was discipline. The way the
leadership controlled the others was
excellent. The boycott was confined to
school premises. Some awareness
programmes were introduced from one
school 1o the other — except in some cases,
where police intervened and disbanded
them.

This clearly showed that the struggle was
entering a new  phase. As the students
revolted, the parents followed up with
strong support — standing with their
children in the struggle.

This became evident when parents began
seiting up commitlees in support of the
children.

Viewing the boveott Irom a positive point
of view, it appears the struggle has taken vasi
strides forward. They achieved one of ther
aims — o win the support of their parents.

The students knew they could not bring
about total change on their own, and needed
the support ol thewr parents i order 1o
coordinate their activities.

With the consciousness of the students at a
higher level. they became more realistic than
ever They realised they would have to
challenge the stand taken by the teachers.
The teachers have for a long time kept a low
profile about the affairs of the community —
ranging from the students up 1o those issues
alfecting them directly.

And from the State’s response, it is obvious
it was caughi Nat-footed. When the students
began to push for the suspension of the
boycott — realising the boycott” was a

strategy and not a principle — this wag a
blow for the Government. It derailed the
tactics of the State — as can be seen from the
harrasment and detention of those students
pushing for the suspension of the boycoll.

Again, the introduction of compulsory

* To page 11

BORAINE

AS THE struggle for a democratic South
Africa enters new stages. il is important that
we learn from the lessons of the past.

The rebellion of 1976 showed once and for
all the inadequacies of education in South
Africa. Many short-term demands were
listed.

Last vear students clearly identified the link
between their demands and their vision of a
new South Africa — widesweeping
educational changes that can only take place
in a democratic society.

For some students, this meant nothing
could be done until *society had changed™.
A clear answer is to see education as one of
the sites of strugele in the hght lor
democracy.

But what exactly does this mean?

It does not mean education is the only area
where students can play a part in the
building of a democratic socicty. The
apartheid system is 100 big to be attacked as
a whole. Education is only one part of il

To destroy apartheid. one must go straight
for the jugular. But this needs many people.
These people do not realise what they must
do overnight. It is at this point we must
return to the concept of “site of struggle™.

There are many different Sites of struggle.
such as education, housing, rents, transport,
health, wages, sport. working conditions,
the mass media. and the cost of living.

We are all afTected daily by all these things.
In each community of people various areas
— OF “siles” —assume a grealer importance.

So the people in the community must be
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mobilised around the areas which are
important o them. This gives them
experience in political struggle — which is
very important — it creates a sense of unity,
and also contributes o the “masses
struggle™ by creating crises in different areas
— thus weakening the apartheid structure.

We are all primanly students, and our
initial, involvement should be with
education. This is the area in which we all
share the most common ground.

And during the 1980 bovcolts, it was
repeatedly stressed that students cannot take
the lead in the fight for democracy.

Most students did not share the experiences
of their parents and parents’ fniends — the
majority of whom work in factories. mines,
or on farms. This s stll true today.

But education plays a key role in linking
various arcas together. An example ol this
was seen duning the meat workers” sinke last
vear, where students collected money to help
support the strikers.

Schools are lorums for discussion,
planning and organisation. Students from
different backgrounds come together. and
bring with them their experiences of struggle
and resista-
nee.
Links can be made with other groups. such
as teachers. workers and parents of students.

ldeas of democracy are lformed through
debate around. and formation of, student
representative councils (SRC's). The
enormous gap between the content of

* To page 11

NKOANA

IT WAS Bantu Education in 1976, and still
Bantu Education in 1980. The students came
out very strongly against this monster. This
time it was not only against Bantu
Education, but also the other iwo monsters
— the so-called Indian education and
Coloured education. This goes toshow there
is no system of education in this country
which s relevant to the toiling masses. The
one point that needs to be clanhed here and
now is the main demand of the students —
the introduction of one system of national
education.

Al the moment we do not have national
education. The so-called national education
being consumed by the unfortunate white
kids 15 not what we want — we reject it as
much as we repect Bantu BEducation and
Coloured education.

We reject it because it indoctrinates and
makes people feel superior — it makes them
ignorant of what is happening, and it creates
a spirit of individuahism, exploitation and

oppression.
Bantu, Indian and Colowred education
makes one anferior — it actually

domesticates and prepares people to be good
servants, il not slaves.

All this was recognised before the boveotis,
It also became evident that while we want
the government to meet our demands, we
can never have a free. democratic and
compulsory education system in our couniry
unless all the people have a say in the
running of the country.

S0 the boycotts served as a good mobilising
project amongst the students. The only
unforiunate thing s that some studenis
bovcotted on principle. and did not
understand boycotts as a tactic. This led 1o
greal divisions among the students — with
some saying it had 1o be suspended. and
others wanting it to continue.

We also learnt that students should be well
prepared for boyoott. to avord the conlusion
sometimes brought about by spontancous
uprisings

This vear must be a vear of mobilisation, a
vear of polincsation.

The students must go down 1o the grass-
roots level, 1o the ordinary man in the street,
and show him how he's being oppressed,
exploited and dehumanised — how he's
being turned into a machine, if not a robot.
We must prepare students and workers for
major pre-planned actions, so as to minimise
spontancous aclions,

We have to dedicate ourselves fully 1o the
struggle. We must politicise our parents,
convince them that our grievances are just,
and get them to rally behind us,

It is unfortunate that the vear started with
the banning of Mwasa executive members.
While we were still stunned by the bannings.
refugees were killed in Maputo by the
SADF. But this does not serve 1o discourage
us — instead it encourages us.

*To 1
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Typical Valspan houses ... settled community to be uprooted.

Move or be moved — Valspan
in rural ghetto.

folk to live

THE people of Valspan. the location
ol the northern Cape town of Jan
Kempdorp have been made an offer
they can’t refuse,

They have been 1old that they must
move [rom where they are 1o
Pampierstad, 11 km away in
BophutaTswana. The reason given
15 a common one — the people of
Valspan are said to be loreigners in

*white South Africa and must
therefor move o their so-called
*homelands®.

The Valspan people reject this
totally. Valspan itselll was set up as
the result ol the removal of people
hving near Fourteen Streams when

the Vaalhartz irrigation scheme was,

being built.

Since then people have looked on
Valspan as their permanent home.
They have built schools, clinics, and
shops and have spent time and
money improving their basic living
conditions,

In July last year those people were
told that they would be moved 1o
Pampierstad, and within a week the
first removals began. By now it
seemis as if aboumt a third of the
Valspan population has moved.
This vear’s removals are not the Nirst
that have been expericnged.

In the late 1960°s  there  were
rumaonrs ol removals when many ol
the houses were valued by the local

administration board. Then in the
carly 70°s groups of people were
muoved twice to Pampierstad — both
times it was said that they had
volunteered 10 go.

The latest threat is the most serious
o date. Since BophutaTswana
independence in 1976 there has been
a concerted effort to move people
out of the jurisdiction of the South
Adrican authoriles.

Once in  BophutaTswana their
housing, health and other needs of
people no longer have to be met
from the coffer of the administration
boards. At the same time the lack ol
work and facilities in homeland
arcas means that people are still
forced to commute to work and to
shop in white areas.

The cynicism of the Valspan move
is shown in the admission by the
administration board that they are
willing to build hostels to house men
who want to stay in the town 1o
work.

Those people who have stayed
behind in Valspan have decrded that
they will resist the the removal with
whatever means they can. To this
end the local advisory board
submnmted o memorandum o the
admmistration board stating their
dissatisiaction at the way in which
their wishes and interests had been

ignored. In this memorandum they
also protested about the conditions
at Pampiersiad.

Pampierstad has a large township

and an even larger squatter
scitlement  which  surrounds  the
regular houses. There are many
houses that are being  built  a
Pampicrstad, but most of these are
for sale at about RI13 000 with
cqually high rents. Because ol the
exorhitant costs many of the houses
that are meant for the Valspan
people are empty.

The cost of 2 removal, of increased
travelling costs mean that people are
far worse off than they were in
Valspan.

The Valspan people are not the
only community who are in the
process of reisisting their removal 1o

Pampierstad.

The small community of Saltpan,
24 km north of Kimberly are also
about to be moved to this dumping
ground. The people who live here
are labourers living with their
families at their place of work ...
There are.a total of 40 families iving
in this area.

The arca has now been declared a
mine and the people have been told

that the workers will have 1o live in

compounds while thewr families wall
have 1o go 10 Pampierstad 100 km

New houses for Valspan elite ... R13 000 .

away.

There are 13 mep and three women
who actually work on saltworks,
whilst many of the other women
carn money by working on white
farms in the vicimity. They claim that
il they have to move to Pampierstad
they will starve. because work is not

w0 casy o hind.

People stressed their reluctance to
have their Tamilies split up as a
major reason for nol wanting to
move. Other reasons that they put
forward were the
having to linance two households as
well as pay Tor transport For visils.
he distance of Pampierstad from
Kimberley s also a magor problem
A the moment they onlv pay Stk
cach wany fo amd trom Lown

dilficwles ol

Salipan® wsell s by no means an
ideal place. There is only one toilet
and one tap. There is only one shop
and noe chinic. Yet Saltpan s a lar
better option than Pampeerstad and
BophuthaTswana ctisenship tha
poes with it could ever be.

For ultimately the cleaning up
process that » gomg on n the
northern Cape. like that in many
other parts of the coumtry s
designed 1o get nd ol all those
people wha are not immeditels
uselul as labour.

I'he rapid growth of Pampiersiad
= the large squatter setthement that
has developed aroumd o, and 1he
cosmtimions anllos ool poople whethes
ol thear oan auvaoral, o s |‘l..1ll ikl 2
Povreed  remswal are all o resali o
L ITRY

KARRIM

* From page 10

Thurdly. there hat been a traditional call 1o
boyeotl the graduation ceremony since the
students disagree with it. This vear it will be
of particular importance because vanous
members of the SRC, including mysell will
be graduating.

Lastly. there is a constitutional problem. In
the last prospectus the admin stated that it
would suspend the SRC when it wished.
Alter a long struggle for an SRC this is an
unacceplable state of affars,

In so far as organisational plans go we need
tiv create clubs and societies through which
people can participate in programmes and
activities, The SRC was created at the end of
last vear so not much time was available 1o
sel them up. They are very necessary and we
are beginning 1o work,

They are very necessarv and we are
beginning to work on them now.
We are planning to have greater

participation in the community by students
this vear. For example, there s a rents
boveott on al present. in which students are
parucipating. On campus all clubs and
socicties  are going o be active in the
community. Law students for example, will
provide legal aid. Elsewhere homework
centres will be set up for students who are
lorced 1o work by candlelight or in crowded
condinions, Many other projects ol this
nature will be planned.

Ny manntain the educative momentam of
the boveotis a long-term rescarch project

Hard talk from
student leaders

has been set up to study the cause and elfects
ol slanted ideology imposed upon students.

ZENZILE
* From page 10

education shows how the boveon frustrated
the State. This was their final response to the
boveott and all Tuture ones,

The mtroduction of an age hmit also
reveals how much the B0's boveott stung
those in power.

Before anyvthing can be said about ths
periodd, it must be noted that compulsory
education may well backlire. The issue has
sparked anger among the people. And 1o
thrust a rejected svsiem down the throats of
people already  angry 15 tantamount o
committing suicide,

The worker in this country is the one who is
in the position 1o bring about change in a
meanmgiul way. Thus it s the duty of the
students 10 coordinate  wiorker-student
elforts in this direction. The students will
have 1o consolidate all lorces as the struggle
enlers a new phase.

The students are now well aware of the

gutter education they are receiving — and
will stand up together to formulate the new
kind of education they envisage. Andinthis,
they will be reaching out 1o the workers in
order 1o mobilise them.

mication. amd the aliernative programmes
must be well established

Democracy v et a concept whach
evervone siiddendy understands or praciices
Ie s stromgly commected i the mwethasds sl
strugele = amd s oo Lot the proscess ol
sirugele msell

Fhis process affects what s happenimg i
Ehe arean of educatmmm, st as demoeracy m

clducation will comtrthane 1o the oswerall
bunldimg o democracy mo overy site ol
struggle

BORAINE

* From page 10

“Bantu Education™ and the evervday lived-
experiences of the student soon becomes
apparent.

I this s taken turther, the illogicality of the
svslem  leads 1o its guestiomng  and
challangmg.

A possible kev word then, Tor 1951,

buifeling. This can be divided o three
arcas. All schools have the urgent necd 1o
build up a form of democratic
representation. The foundation of channels
ol communi-
Clliom  on A permanent hasis must  bhe
established — for it is usceless for a school Lo
operate i solation from  acighboounng
schools, amd the rest of the country.

Lastlv, as many groups as possible must
wark on hinldmg alternative programmes in
areas such as history, Iiterature, methods ol
teaching. and the theory of education,

i further getievin s Loy b |.'|.1.|.‘*1..'ll"n.'- the
structures, channels of commu-

NKOANA

* From page 10

Alter the boveotis students realised they
have 1o get involved in community projects.
They have wo reach the ordinars man in the
sireel, the workers, and politicise them.
They have to encourage all workers 1o form
unions so we can speak with one volge

But we have seen the Government is Irang
i divide ws along racial lines. They use
things such as “Coloured boveott™ amd
“Indian boveon™ and *African boveont™
But the students have seen these are notling
bt instruments of racial division, We regard
durselves as the explomted and opprossed
IS,

The students in Natal allowed Inkatha 1o
expose ilsell

Those parents became aware of winch side
Inkatha was on duning the boveor

T'he 1980 boveon showed one cannol serve
both sides. One s either on the side of the
people or on the side ol the OPPTCssol



ALEXANDRA

Alexandra ... originally a freehold township

‘Illegals’ battle to stay as Alex is

pulled into Total Strategy |

INDUSTRIAL  development  in
South Africa has been coupled with
attempts by the state to control the
influx of Africans into urban arcas.

The demand tTor manufactured
goonds in the couniry  during the
sccond World War boosted rapid
industrialisation which in turn
cantsed i rise in urhanisation to meet
Lahowr demands.,

The Bantu (Urbhan Arcas)
Consolidation Ad ol . M5 as
amended. defined conditions under
which Adricans could reside inurban
arcas. The om ol the At wos
regulate the number of blacks i the
wciligs By sty m Do wiih the Libasur
demands of idusiry. Supertluons
people were 1o be returmed Lo the
the  so-called  “tillegal
people™ bemg thise not eligible For
urban rights snder Section 1aof the
LTo

he positieon Alewandra wownship
holds i this scheme ol things =

FeseTyes,

INlcresting.

Wlosolro wos establshicd in 1912 g
a treehodd area amd as a resall
residents were mal stibpected 1o the
sl administrative control exercis-
ed over other tomnship residents.
Elewhere, people had to gualily for
urhcin rights in order 1o get housing,

bt Irechodd  nle m Alesamdr
il that owners  could  sublet
rewnms ol comstmict  additional

RESEARCH in the human sciences
s sel 1o play a major role in the
state’s implementation of *total
strlegy ™,

Fhe importance ol a body set up 1o
indertake, proomote and co=ordimate
research mm this Deld and o advise
the - Government on utilisation of
rescarch findings, is obvious.

The Human Sciences Rescarch
Council (HSRO) s such a body,
desagn=d 1o carry oul these lunctions
for a Chovernment that s no
democratically elected. As such the
HSRC akes on an ominous signili-
cumce when viewed agminst  the
hackdriop o “the  Government™s
present “total strategy™,

Aocording o a Defence White
Paper (1977:5) wotal sirategy s “the
comprehensive plan to atilise all the
means avilable toa state according
Ler aonn antergrated patterm in order 1o
schieve the matwnal mms within the
framework ol the specilic policies
(s applicable at all levels and 1o
all Denmwcnaonis ol e sbale struclinre”™

e Mumster ol Dieience. Cieneral
MMacms Malan, has wlennilied the
HSRED  as cenmtral 1o the
sifilesy . Dhe Cowincil™s Tuictnsin s
essenbially 1o provede research amd
to make recommendations in fulill-
miend ool ol "7 reational aims’

In Scprember, on the Cabimiet’s
mstructions, the HSRO drew up a
Moozl Plam Lor Rescarch i The SA
Plin Kescarch i the Human
Scwneesh uy

hull:_-

i

® “creale the machinery through
which the human sciences research
community  amnd  other  mierested
parties fmcluding decision takers)
can adentily national problems by
micans of a research inpunt ..°

dwellings on their propertics.

This loophole made it easicr For so-
called “tillegal people™ 10 get
accomodation. It s in this light than
one  should wview the various
measures adopted by the
Government  with  respect 1o
Alexamdra.

The most blamant  attempt 1o
control this * illegal™ section of the
population occured in 1962 when
the Government announced  that
Family accomodation was o cease
and  that  Alesandra was 1o be
replanned as a “hostel citv™ with
cight hostels, cach housing 2 500
single people.

Thes plan was partially Tulfilled by
1979, but was shelved by the then
Deputy Minister of Co-operation
and Development. Dr Voshoo, who

announced  in Parliament  that
Viexandra had  been gramied 2
IL'F'lTIL'h.'. Ilh-li,'-lll‘ m owas lin b

developed as an arca based on high
density family housing.

This “reprieve™ s the latest
attempt by the state 1o control the
largest  “illegal™
Alexandra and should be scen in
terms of the Government™s “total
strategy™ as embodied in the Rickert
Commission report. Here lies the
fowmdkation of current Government
attempis e divide the workers of
ASouth Alrca by encouraging the

population  of

growth ol a black middle class.
The Commission™s report  was
conditioned by the changing needs
ol industry, which s demanding
more  highlv-skilled workers to
operate  the more  sophisticated
machimnery now in use. Better trained
personnel are now required 1o take
up supervisory  positions.and  the
budding black middle class will be
geared into having a stake n the
swslem. and comscguently will have
an interest in defending status guao.
Futher attempis o divide workers
are by granting greater privileges o
people with wrban rnights and by
creasing the penalties Tor those

caught m wrhan arcas withowt the

MECUsSINY [ReTimissmm.

Mesandra's mew plan s based on
the Government™ $-vear leaschokd
scheme which benetins only  tha
small  sectiovm ol the black
population in the ownship  gomg
Lo b able wo stav, This viewpaoant is
echocd i the planming of the new
mowdel township which reflects the
Ciowvernment™s  attempls o ousl
“llegals™. This can be seen cven on
the level of internal planning in the
cnvisaged houses — people will be
gocommiodated o mdividual nuclear
Family houses which are designed 1o
make subletting diflicult because of
the design of rooms n which a
minimum number of beds can be
Fittend.

Pics by Toby Radclifie
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Alex dwellers ... fodder for Total Strategy?

These homes containerise urban
dwellers and Tragment their
community into autonomons scll-
sustaming  Tamily  units, Such
Iragmetation  helps maintain  the
status guo as i tends o Trostrne
collective action. Industry benelins
sttbstantially from mdividual home
ownership as cach house needs 1o be
tully egmpped i order 1o be sell-
contamed.

HSRC gives know-how to
hearts and minds campaign

e oblain the co-operation ol
universities,  Gowernment  depart-
ments and other research bodies in
putting the plan into action,™

® ¢cnsure that “all bodies (that are)
cither partly or fully subsidized from
state Tunds to udertake research in
the human scwences must, before
commencing with projects, register
the=e with a view Lo co=-ordination .

& cnsure that “all swate  Tonds
allocated ... Tor the support of
rescarch in the human sciences by
bodies such as universities ... be
channeled as Tar as possible through
the HSRC™.

As a resalt of this structure of
rescarch fumdimg and co=ordimation,
all institutions  and  mdevidoals
engaged in projects funded by the
HSRC are drawn inte the National
Plan.

Ihe “national  problem  areas™
which the HSRO is responsible i
“whentilving, stimulating and fund-
g™ involve:

® population ssues;

& MRINPOWET IssLics]

® guahty ol hie:

® optimal cducation opportunites:
® moral preparcdness:

® creating an infrastructure:

® internal relatwons:

#® halance in the coomnovmy;

® policy in respect of the different
cultures in South Africa.

On the surface these arcas seem
mnocuous  enough, but a more
careful look at the contents
programme 15 revealing. Included as
“prionly areas” lor research are
subjects such as ** personality of the
terronist™,  “persuasion  program-
mes”. “the susceptibility ol the
various cultural groups 1o
weologies™, *the socio-political
lwture of the population  groups
outside  the independent  states™,

“the mlormal sector™, and  the
“development ol entreprencur-
ship™,

The identilication of these prionily
arcas fits perfectly imto the view of
the state that the country is facing a
“tolal onslaught™,. and that the
solution s to enhance the pavilege
and prosperity ol a limited number
of blacks in the urban arcas, as well
as winning the “hearts and minds™
ol potential opposition. The am of
total strategy. w creale a buller
black middle class. is thus clearly
reflected i the research priories of
the HSRC's Nanonal Plan.

When it was first drawn up. the
Matwnal Plan was circulated 1o
academics In universitices
comment. Manyv academics,
particularly from Wits, were
enraged and  disturbed by the

for

implications it held.
According 1o one reporter:

# academics feared that independent
research would sufTer as funds are
channelled 10 contractual rescarch
scen as a priority by the
Ciovernment:

® they criticised the way in which the
Council had wdentified the problem
HLL L

® they expressed misgivings about
the uses 1o which some kinds of
research hindings might be put by the
Caowernment:

® they protested against the Gact that
muney for this research was (o be
Laken from banned orgamsatons
(the HSRC eventually refused this
offer. but only  after concerted
protests from academics).

Some cosmctic changes were made
in view of these objections, hut the
Mational Plan, which also sets up a
committee 1o vel research projects
stimulate  others. was
retained. Al 21 seats on  this
commitlee have now  been Dilled.
They include five Government
n;prp'-.-,'nlu_"\rh, twor members rom
the private sector (including Anglo
American),  seven  representatives
from South Alncan universitics
{Zululand., Durban-Westville.
Potchelfstroom. Unisa, Stellen-

and o

Amd noi only are the Govermment
amd  local big  business  concerns
behind  the scheme —  lorcign
imlerests are also mvolved. Accord-
mng o recent reports, for instance,
the Bank of Amernca has oflered
R4 million towards the redevelop-
ment of Alexandra into a township
i lored 1o st the reguirements of
the Witwatersrand's burgeoning
industries,

bosch, RAU and Natal), 1wo
representatives  from  the  public
sector (Department of Educanon
and Training and the Department of
Co-operation  and  Development)
and live members of the HSRC.

The implications of such extensive
control  over  rescarch  and  the
funding of studics are:

® that all human scienees research
now becomes orented 1o *national
problem areas™:

® that it is difficult to receive funding
for rescarch unless it s considered a
natiwnal prionily arca:

& that acceptance of HSRC lunds
iwhich will be almost unavoudable)
means that research automaticalls
becomes part of the National Plan
irrespective of its own aims.

e of the HSROC s research aims s

its  Commission of  Inguiry  into
Education, heralded by many as the
indication of o new  educational
dispensation for the country. On
Saturday, 22 November, Neusa
iMNatonal Education Union of SA)
wits The first aducational body 1o
draw  attention o the ““todal
strategy”” dimension of the Inguiry
and 10 guestion s bona fides on
those grounds.

The meeting of members decided
m iy participate o the |rl|..|uir}
piven ats Tundamentally
undemocratic arms™ and called on
the Government 1o negotiate all
cducational ssues with the people
who ** enjov the conlidence of the
majoriy of parents, teachers and
studenis.



KOORNHOF'S BILLS

KOORNHOF'S Draft Bills are the
most comprehensive legislation on
labour matiers since the Riekert
Commission's recommendations.

By legislating in the areas of labour
and influx control and *“urban
African Administration™ it follows
in the spirit of the Commission: a
window dressing for blatant
OppPression.

By streamlining Urban African

Administration the Bills are meant
to attain more effecient urban
control and attempts to co-opt the
urban working class and middle
class,

There are three Draft Bills:
® The Law on Co-operation and

Development Bill
® The black Community Develop-
ment Bill
® The local Government Bill
Working together. these Bills
extend Total Strategy into the
following areas:
® Influx control
®The changing functions of
Administration Boards
®The development of town and
village councils
The Rickert Commission’s pmpa
ganda made no attempt to abolish

influx control. Instead it aimed to
take undesirables off the streets and

into the home and work place.

Essentially the ehanges are propos-
ed in the Black Community Deve-
lopment Bill.

This new legislation will do away
with Section 10 qualifications
specified in the 1945 Black Urban
Areas Acl.

Al present, Alncan contract work-
ers can qualily for permanent urban

residence in white urban arecas
throwgh either 10 vears continuous

cmplovment with one emplover or
15 vears continuous residence in one
urban ared.

It seems that one of the stare’s
motives for doing so is to maintain
— il not widen — the gap between
people with urban gqualifications
and those without.

Another motive may be to limit the

number of Africans who can live
permanently in one area. This in

turn would limit the number of
homes, schools and jobs which the
government would have 1o provide
if it wanted to co-opt black dwellers.
The bill defines certain categories
of people who will be allowed 10
work andsor live in “white™ or
prescribed urban arcas;
® A contract worker who is taking
up lawful regular employment and
who has approved accomodation.
® The new regulations have vet to
define “lawful employment™.
® Anvone who qualifies for perma-
nent urban residence in terms of
Section 10 (a) or (b) of the old Black
Urban Areas Act.
® A person with Section 10(a) or(b)
gualifications who moves 1o a
different urban area and has lawful
employvment and approved accomao-
datwon,
®A lease of a house or the holder of a
right of leaschold in a wownship.
® A person from another “state™
who'is taking up lawful emplovment
and approved accomodation.
& Dependants of people who have
the right 10 work and live in
prescribed arcas.

® Visitors, students or patients who
have the right to remain in a
prescribed urban area for 30 davs,

Anyv other person who does not
quality in terms of one of these
catergorics is not allowed 1o enter a
prescribed area.

A person who enters such an arca
illegally may be fined up 10 R500 for
the first offence andfor 3 to 6
months imprisonment and a fine of
at least R230 or 3 months imprison-
ment for a second offence.

Anvone who assists, accomodates.,
or employs such an “illegal™ person
is liable for similar punishment. A
person who assists “illegal™ people
o enter a prescribed area can have
his/her wvehicle confiscated on a
second offence.

The Bill forces employers to only
employ workers with urban rights or
contract workers supplied by the
labaur bureaux and i could have the
effect of driving a greater wedge

We’ve heard a lot about Piet Promises’ improvement plans.
We've seen the repression that has accampanfed his

reforms. But now ladies and gentlemen, in the tradition of

Wiehahn and RIEkEH Koornhof presents . . .

Dr Piet Koornhof at a NAFCOC meeting last year

New black faces for
old white facade

between urban and contract workers
in the community.

The Community Development Bill
15 ambiguous on the matter ol pass
laws, However, the implications are
all oo clear — pass laws are here 1o
slay, .

The Bill still demands the existence
of a document “*whereby the identity
of a person and the right to be where
he s can be established.

Furthermore, clause 51 of Chapter
V1 of the Bill says: * Any person who
fails without reasonable cause or
refuses to produce on demand 1o an
authorized officer any authority,
permit or hicence certificate or other
document ... is guilty of an offence.™

The location ol black people in
relation to their work place still
remains an arca over which the
Minister of Co-operation and Dew
lopment has total control.

The Minister remains in control of
the establishment and demolition of
urban Alncan townships and
relocation of their commitiees
chewhere.

These powers are identical to the
ones the Minster has in existing
legislation.

It is these provisions which have in
the past enabled the Depariment of
Co-operation and Developmem 1o
uniseltle thousands ol people,
particularly those rom townships
around white rural 1owns 1o
townships inside the homelands.

While the Bill savs that compensat-
ion for demolitions must be paid and
that the Minister cannol move

people unless adeguate facilities are 1

available elsewhere, the recem
history of this country has shown
that such provisions amount 10 very
little.

Forced removals in the Transvaal
Lowveld, Eastern Cape and Natal
have shown that adequate facilities
are seldom provided in resettlement
oW n:..h||h What hittle compensat-

ion s paid is far from adequate o . :

rebuild a house.

The Bill offers no legal protection
for the people who are likely 1o be
resettled. No concessions are ofTered
which would give people some
degree of control over decisions
alfecting their lives,

One of the “concessions™ ofTered
by the Bill is the right for people who

do not have urban gualifications 1o
move from one prescribed area 1o
another. These “concessions™ were
already granted in terms of labour
regulations which came into effect
on 13 June this vear.

Furthermore, it is a paltry conces-
sion: qualified people can only move
Irom one urban area o another, il
cemplovment and accomodation are
available 1o them.

With the current unnmpluymtm
and housing crisis, this concession
could at the most benefit the few
highlv skilled people who have the
money 1o build a new house in their
nEw LOWR.

Since 1972, the Administration
Boards have been responsible flor
both local policy-making and
administration in black areas.

The Co-operation and Develop-
ment Bill and the Local Government
Bill are designed to separate the
functions of policy making and
control on the one hand and actual
administration on the other.

These two functions will be divided
between the new Developement
Boards and the Town and Village
Conineils,

The Development Hoards will be
responsible for planning. policy-
making and control in black urban
arcas. These boards differ from the
Administation Boards in that they
are essentially committees ol
experts.

According to the legislation, the
Board will consist of a chairman and
six other members of which:
® one will have wide knowledge and
experience of local government
& one will have a wide knowledge of
town and regional planning
® one will have a wide knowledge ol
commerce, industry or linancial
allairs
® one will have a wide knowledge of
farming or rural affairs
® one will be in the full-time employ
ol the state.

These changes in the Development
Boards composition and lfunctions
imply a streamhine of local govern-
ment similar to that which has taken
place in central government.

The introduction of experts will
enable decision-making o be more
eMicient. centralised in line with the
broader aims of Total Strategy.

In this case the aims are Lo reassert
control over the black communities

and to cnable limited reforms in
education, housing and transport Lo
be implemented.

The arcas of the development
boards activities highlight this latter
lunction in particular,

According to the Bill the Develop-
ment Boards can appoint the follow-
ing sub-commitlees:
® A regional and planning commit-
lee .

& A housing commiitiee,

In order 1o “develop™ black
communities, the Board has control
Ve
® the development. sale and purcha-
s¢ of land in its arca of jurisdiction
# the planning and co-ordination of
community development
® the right 1o raise loans.

The Bovard will .;ll-n 1 e EIVET aeess
to the traditional sources of finance
of the Admimistravion Boards.
namely
® Black Services Levy Act
® Black Labour Act
® Sorgum Beer Aal
® Hanging Act
® "iquor Act.
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In addition. the Development
Boards have access 10 8 new source
ol finance. namely the Revolving
Fund.

The very nature of the Revolving
Fund is that it provides loans rather
than handouts.

Essentially blacks will still have 1o
finance their own oppression in the
community as well as ulumately
having to pay for whatever limited
reforms are made available to them.

Another sourcd of loan Ninance for

urban reforms will be provided by
the local “white™ authoritics who
can co-operale with the development
boards to provided water. sewerage
disposal and clectricity.

However the Bill makes il yuite
clear that ulumately these local
authoritiesimust redeem these loans
from Development Boards.

The Bill also gives the Development

Boards control control over the
location and licencing ol
commercial. manufacturing and
training activilies.

This gives the Boards control owver
pedlars and hawkers and further
enables the Board to prohibit cerain
categories of trading.

This enables the Development
Boards 1o encourage the develop-
ment of a black middle-class and
give the boards control over internal
sector activity.

By doing %o the Boards can
cﬁu.nwh deprive the urban
employed of their livehood and
thereby force them 1o leave
prescribed urban arcas,

The relationship between the
Development Boards and the Town
and Village Council is not clearly
spelt out in the local government
Bill. The Ball states that the Minister
can decide on the Tunctions of the
Town Council through a notice in
the parette. but it seems their
Tuictioas will b admnisteatine amd
advisory,

The Town and Village Councils are
satid 1o be moving in the direction ol
full bowcal awtonomy. However there
e doubt that they are the most
recent model in the Advisory
Board/Urban Bantu Council /Com-

munity Council serics.

While the Bill does empower the
Minister to establish a municipalitly
under the jurisdiction of a town or
village council. the Minister stll
maintains the right to veto or change
any decision taken by these councils.

The mphcitions of this s that
although wrban Alncans can elect
representatives 1o these councils. the
council s sull ansacrable 1o thy
Minister. Local sell’ government Tor
Afdricans 1s still a lacade.

It s a lacade which will put black
Faces into the position of dav o day
control over black communities.
They will be responsible for admini-
stration influx control, rents  and
renl increases, primitive  measures
agminst “illegal™ Alricans, minor
beaunihicabion schemes, and licen-
cing of hawkers. trader and busines-
Wi,

Ultimately their legislation and
policy making lunctions go no
further than by-liws,

One can speculate that the Tunction
of the Town Councils and Village
Comrnctls will mot dilTer substantually
frovm those ol the Communniy
Conneils as defmed om the Commun-
iy Councils At

The seviiree of Tmance ol these noew
councils indicates both their repres-
sive Tunctions and their lack ol
independence Trom the Develop-
ment Boards:

& Anv lines received by the Councgl
i the course of exercising its duties
® iy rales, Lses o levies swhach th
SRR DR psgs
& any amount received by the Board,
Town and Village Councils have
P Turther Tunchions:
® 1o promote Tamily life and the
moral and social welfare of the
persons living in the area.
® (o collect and compile information
which wall be uselul 1o the ”l.‘j.'l'dl'[-
ment Board in their wsk of urban
plinming. including recommendat-
it oit transport and education.



PERFORMANCE AND PROPAGANDA

“WE ARE sitting on the see-saw of

history: we can’t go on merely
writing like this about the lack of
valves, the imellicacy  of writing
itsell. Writing should alo take a
stand, and give a name to the stand
and standing 1o the name.™

This is the message of
Brevienbach's A Season in
Paradise™. a journal about his 1972-
1973 visit 1o South Afnica.

In the form of a dizry Brevienbach
cyplores. his lite-history and  the
politieal past and present of South
Vinca (referred 1o as Salffrica or Shit
\inca).

Remembering  thin ™ Brevienbach
et South Alnca when he was 22
with his politicsation taking place
i Paradise™
cvammes the spontual ellects of a
return o the kind of lus barth atter 13
VOIS,

NN, N Seisoil

Fhe book begins with the mapwr
imerdents o thes Lile that moailded
e addult Brevienbach. It then
meves 1o s returm, the re=eniry inio
‘Paradise”: Paradise »w the
anknown, rememberad. To me o
wirs i band . o soil with the people and
monintans and seas . the end of the
workd L7

Once baw ko the country Bresten-
hach is struck by the beauty in the
Lind., Sandlv much ol the lirgustic
wizardr of s discription is losgin
the transbition from the onginal
Alrikaans

Paralleled 1o the [:I-h'!, sical beauty 1=
the blantam GpPpresson racism and
authoritaranism. He goes bevong
mere description and spells out the
causes  and  elfects of these
disliguning leatures,

The “journal’ has some sections ol
the role of the artist, culture and
classamd the relation ol intellectuals
10 workers, most of which is not very
enlightening.

This  sell-searching led 1w the
address he delivered to Summer

IRISH rughy bosses have been
accused ol accepting brbes 1o
organis¢ an Irish rugby tour of
South Afrnca.

As a tidal waveof ition to the
tour develops in Eire (the Irish
Republic) and star plaver after star
plaver withdraws from the team.
South African Non-Racial Olympic
Commitliee chairpersom Sam
Ramsamy has said he beleived the
Irish Rugbvy Fooiball Union
administrators had been bribed 10
come 1o South Africa.

Although he said he could not
prove this, he had scen
administrators presented with gold
ticpins in South Africa and “would
ot be suprised to leam  that
K rugerrands had been given oul as
well.™

Well-fTounded or not, the
accusation gives some explanation
for the apparcntly  inexplicable
Jdelanee by the Irish Rugby Football
Unien (IRFU) of increasingly angry
public opinion and growing
unhappiness among members about
the tour.

Already 10 Irish rugby stars have
declared themselves unavailable for
the tour — and most of them have
given as their reasons their
revubion at apartheid and at racial
discrimination in rugby,

The tour, pro by South
Afncan Rugby Board chief Danie
Craven. is due to start in May and
will include two tests and five other
matches.

In the same way as last year's
touring Lions plaved black teams
and invitation sides with token black
playeis. the Irish tour will include
amon-, the flive non-test matches,
three “multi-racial™ games.

There is no suggestion that the
teams will be choses on merit, or
even that the black players will be
the country’'s best. The only
criterion is that the three sides must
have some black plavers — clearly
because 1o the casual obsever this
will *“*prove’™ the alleged
improvements in sports apartheid.

Enough spice to the
season in Paradise?
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School in Cape Town, A View
Irom Without™, which is published
m “A Scason” is a coherent and
damning analysis of the writer,
especially the white Afrikaans writer
in South Alrnica.

Brevienbach  condemns  the _‘.\:iy

which ‘cultural imperialism’
dominates South African writing,
the authors being charactenised by a
lack of political awareness. The use
‘escapist’ technigques and subjects to

protect themselves from their
political reality.
Much prase and a spate ol
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*political’ novels greeted this paper,
and Breyienbach himself recognised
the irony.

In examining and rejecting the
‘avant-gardeism’ of the Afrikaans
literary scene, he critically examines
his own work and the relation i
bears to his political thoughi.

Irish rugby bosses accused
of accepting SA bribes

South African Commitiee against “Springbok™ rugby tour of New Zealand : 1981

P.O. Box 48178, Qualbert, South Alrica, 4078

TO THE GOVERNMENT AND CITIZENS OF NEW ZEALAND

PROTEST AGAINST PROPOSED “SPRINGBOK™ RUGBY TOUR OF NEW ZEALAND

1. tha undarsigned, & citiaen of the Republic of 5outh Africa, hereby express my srong oppodiiion 1o the forthooming rughby tour of Mew Zealand by

Among the lirst people 1o react o
mews of the tour were Irish sports
writers, hoodwinked last vear inlo
writing in support of the Lions tour

- by Chick Henderson's propaganda
when he took the South African
Birb:u_i:m.-,_l Britain. =

Imost without exception, they
came, they saw, and they went home

Having been once beingtaken in by
Henderson's double-talk, they
weren'l about to be conned in.
Irish Times writer Edmund van
Esbeck recently told Irish TV: *I
went to South Africa with the Loins
and defended the tour in the beliel
that there was true concept of multi-
racial rugby there. There is no
concept of multi-racial rugby in
South Africa.™
Fellow-journalist Karl Johnstone

added: *It is incredible that the
IRFU should ignore the lindings of

97 percent of the Press party. We
were told  integrated rugby is
continuing apace.We  witnessed
quite the opposite.”

Besides the newsmen, opposition
to the tour has the active support of
all parhamentary parties. all
Ircland’s trade umions, both
Catholic and Protestant churches,
and. according (o recent polls, well
over hall of Eire’s adult population.

Trade unions at Dublin Airport
have decided 1o black the tour —
they will refuse to handle the ticket.
luggage. or anvthing else connected
with the tour.

Despite this massive opposition,
IRFU has pledged to go ahead with
the tour *whatever happens™.

Even the withdrawal of its star
plavers, and public opposition by
some of its branches. has left
president Bobby Ganly and the rest
of the IRFU leadership unmoved.

It 1= increasingly clear that the
IRFU is less concerned with helding
a national team, with the cream of
Ireland's players wearing Eire's
colours. than with giving credibility
to the white-dominated, racist SA
Rugby Board headed by Danie

Craven.

Even the fact that South Africa’s
biggest rughy umbrella, the non-
racial South African Rugbv Union
— with 26 000 senior members and
250 000 members — has warned that
by accepting the tour invitation the
IRFU will be endorsing apartieid.
has left IRFU unmoved.

SARU. with its strong anti-
apartheid policies. is not recognised
by the South African government,
and therefore receives no flinancial
subsidv from 'the nationalist
government .

But although the IRFU has so far
ignored all calls for sanity even the
sirong pro-tour (South African)
Sunday Times has reported that
“..the sheer volume of protest
would probably force them to call
ofT the tour.™

The Irish Anti-Apartheid
Movement — led by South African
exile Kadar Asmal — which has
spear-headed the campaign against
the tour, is confident of success.

“Poeis™, he says “do not make
revolutions, revolutions make pocts.
(Sometimes)”.

Some believe that Afrikaans has
little future. that it is likely to
become obscure when it is no longer
the official language. But, despite
this.Brevten Breyienbach is a world-
reknown poet and artist, and one
hopes that his fame is not solely
related to his political history.

Andre Brink in the introduction to

the the new English edition of “A
Scason” describes in rather
grandiose and verbose terms
Brevienbach®s handling of
Alnkaans,

It is **a pyrotechnical performance
involving the use of metaphors and
figurative constructions in @ new
literal sense,. wirming idioms inside
out. forming stunming neologisms,
compounds, composites,, agglutina-
tions, emploving children®s rhymes,
Biblical saymgs, and folk songs in
radically new situations.™

Despite the loss of some of the
‘pyvrotechnics” — the emphasis =
more on content — the translation is
able and thorough.

Brevien's Scason in the “South
African Paradise™ 15 similar to the
Biblical creation and fall: he
recreates his history. he enteres into
‘paradise” and becomes acquainted
with both beauty and horror.

Paradise s the inter relation of
heaven and hell, wealth and poverty,
friendliness and persecution, natural
beauty and desceri-like barrenness.
He recognises the hellish aspects of
the ‘paradise’ and for that he is
persecuted and eventually banished.

*A Secason in Paradise’ is at the
same time an outspoken political
treatise and a lyrical and artistic
work: true “political art®,

Breyten Brevienbach — A Season in
Paradise” is published by Jonathan
Cape, London.

Savs Asmal. the son of a Durban
grocer, now lecturing law in Eire:
“Racialism is a contagious discase ..
we who have the benefit of living in
democracies must guard against il.

“*Al the moment we are observing a
fascinating phase of this battle
{against racism). It just happens to
be taking place in Ireland.”

Asmal, who acted as legal adviser
1o Swapo at the recent Geneva talks,
added that he was commilted 1o a
non-racial society in South Africa,
based on the Freedom Charter.

“There is no point in telling people
like the [Irish that ragby and
apartheid must be examined
separately. The truth &  being
exposed to an astonishing degree by
the attempt to scll a lie. “Last vear
the majority of Irish people
supportied the Lions tour ... but the
truth finally emerged. and recent
polls show that the vast majority
opposed this vear’s Irnish tour,”
Asmal added. Somth African
democrats  too have campaigned
against the tour.

CAST Bl (Campaign Against
Springbok Tours) formed in Natal
to combat the planned tour of New
Zealand, has promised backing to
the Irish campaign. and s
organising petitions and national
anti<tour activity in South Africa.

Initiated by the non-racial, anti-
apartheid Natal Council of Sport.
CAST %1 has drawn support from a
growing number of non-rackl
sports organisations.

VYocal South African opposition (o
the Irish tour and the Springbok
tour of New Zealan®&will obviously
aid groups working in both
countries 1o stop the tours.

In New Zealand, opposition to the
Springbok visit has been more
muted than the Irish reaction, but as
the mid-year tour gets closer. anti-
-tour activity — which already has
the support of major religious and
trade union groups — is likely to
escalale, probably to the level
reached in Eire.



INDUSTRIAL HEALTH
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Noise-induced
deafness not
compensatable

NOISE is the most widespread
problem in industry today. Anyone
who works long enough in a noisy
factory without protection will have
their hearing damaged.

The safe limit in lfactories has been
determined at 85 decibels.

How bad is that?

At BS decibels you can still talk 1o
someone without having 1o raise
your voice above factory noise.

Anyone working with a noise level
higher than this is likely to develop
some degree of dealness.

But in almost every lactory there is
at least one area where the noise
level rises above BS decibels,

Dealness  from  noide  develops
slowly. Like many other kinds of ill-
health that develop in the work
situation — such as respiratory or
visual complaints — it may be years
before a worker realizes something
I3 WTOngE

Probably few workers realize their
poor hearing in middle-age is a
result ol high noise levels in the work
place,

S0 what can be done aboul the
nois¢ problem — and what is being
done?

An emplover may find the noise
problem difficult to overcome. He
may need expert advice.and noise-
reducing equipment may be
expensive.

The most important step s o
isolate noisy machines, and then try
to make them quieter. But the high
costs of doing this often ensure this
5 not done.

An easier solution is to provide ear-
protectors in noisy zones. It is both

cheaper. and also relieves
management of the responsibility
for claims by workers of deafness.

But providing car protectors is a
way lor management to evade the
responsibility they have 10 the
workers — who often do not have
enough bargaining power.

Ear-protectors may be uncomfort-
able.and they are also a way of
giving the manufacturers of noisy
technology & loophole. Noisy
machines are far cheaper 1o produce
than those which have expensive
nose-reducing equipments.

So workers using car-prolectors —
if these are in fact available — are
selling not only their capacity to
work, but their health and personal
comfort in the work place as well.

To protect workers” hearing.
regular tests — called audiograms —
should be made.

Thus loss of hearing can be
discovered at an early stage — both
preventing its development into a
serious liability., and providing
concrete prool for compensation
purposcs.

Audiograms can detect hearing
loss belore it becomes noticeable 1o
the workers.

But few factories offer hearing tests
o their workers.

S0 why is 50 little being done about
such a widespread problem that is
well-known by employers and
lactory doctors?

The answer appears 1o lie in the
realization of profits — which will
be significantly reduced if expensive
noise reducing equipment is
installed. Employers also do not

take responsibility for the workers
health afier he leaves the factory —
even il ill-health may have resulted
from his employment.

But it is also.in part. the
unwillingness of the State 10 act
decisively on the problem. and 10
force employers to protect their
workers' heanng.

There are no laws requiring
emplovers 1o test their workers
hearing when exposed to dangerous
noise levels, and there is no State-
run audiogram service as an
aliernative to employer-run tests,

The State has also never made the
mostwidespread occupational hazard
— noise — open 1o compensation,

It is practically impossible to

obtain compesation for dealness
caused by noise al work.

This is because the worker with
novise-induced dealness is still able 1o
work properly — unlike a worker
with a severed arm or a crushed foot,

Employers are usually only willing
o spend money when the ill-health
of the worker afTects their ability 1o
work elliciently.

An unhcalthy workforce is not
productive, but deafness does not
alfect productivity, at least in the
short term.

It is only when workers stagt
demanding measures to protect their
health., and not just their
productivity, that something will be
done about noise levels.

T'iny hellhole breeds disease

NINE out of every ten cases of
typhoid recorded in South Africa
last year were recorded in a tiny
hellhole called KaNgwane,

Looked at another way, only one
out of every ten South African
typhoid victims last year did mor live
or  dic in  the “Swan
homeland™, KaNgwane.

MNestling forgotien. overcrowded
and impoverished in a tiny corner off
the Eastern Transvaal bordering on
Swaziland and Mozambique.
KaNgwane attracts disease statistics
like a magnel.

® Tuberculosis is more common in
Ka Ngwane than in any other part of
South Africa, a recent Department
ol Health publication shows.

® |n some areas of KaNgwane 90
percent of the people sulfer Mrom
bilharzia. ’

® The cholera epidemic that has so
t'_ar killed — according to officials of
figures — more than 200 people in

the Transvaal and Free State, began
in the disease ridden “homeland”
last year.

Over the past 10 years the
population of KaNgwane has
virtually  doubled. with tens ol
thowsands of people dumped in the
reserve  under  the  government’s
relocation policies.

Conditions are extremely harsh,

with the hundreds living in the
squatter camps having o survive
with totally inadequate water
supplies and sewage systems.

Few have access to land 1o grow
fownd, and the land that is available is
Loy poor o farm,

TR has always been a discase of the
poor and dispossessed. In South
Alrica last vear 40 D0 people were
known to to be suffering from the
discase — the vast majority of them
black.

In KaNgwane, the area worst hit by
the disease. one in every 230 people
had contracted it

There is little chance that the
situation will improve. Couniries
that have successfully combated TB
have only done so by dramatically
improving the housing, living
standards, sanitation and working
conditions of the disease’s favourite

targets, the poor.

Both cholera and typhoid. also
rampant 1n KaNgwane, are due 1o
poor water supply and inadeguate
sewerage removal.

Although KaNgwane has less than
one percent of South Afrca’s
population, more than 90 percent of
the countrv's 1yphoid cases were
recorded there last year.,

And KaNgwane was the first and

biggest target of the cholera
epidemic that spread through the
Transvaal and Free State. Its poor
water supply network — and a
sewerage removal system that ofien
did luatle more than dump the
sewerage back into the drinking
water supply — gave the killer
disease an ideal breeding ground.

In part of the povertv-wracked
homeland. nine out ol every en
people suffer from bilharzia —
another preventable disease linked
to poor water supply.

And hundreds of KaNgwane's
residents suffer from measles,
malnutrition and diarrhoea —many
“resettled™ there to die from these
diseases of poverty.

And they die Tor no other reason
than that they are forced 1o live in
arwd resourceless patches of land no-
one clse want.

Clearly. these discases are rife in
the *“homelands™ because of
completely inadeguate conditions,
continually worsening as more and
more people are squeezed in under
South Africa’s forced relocation and
removal schemes.

The massive incidence of
preventable discase is obviously no
a medical problem. but is caused by
the social, economic and political
factors in this country,

The year workers laid down their tools
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It is clear that the stale is
attempting o devise a total sirategy
for labour. There are two prongs 1o
this:
® To prevent trade unions from
forging broad alliances outside of
labour — an attempt to streamline
worker resistance into the purely
CCONOMISLIC arend.

® To attack the democratic
participation of workers in
organisations based within the
factories. thus preventing any
potential worker politicisation
through democratic demands.

The state now desperatelvneeds the
participation of at least part of the*
indepedent African union
movement o confer legitimacy on
s labour svstem which has been
thrown into a state of cnsis duning

1980. At the same time. the state is
happy 1o divide the unregistered
movement  on  the guestion ol
participation. It is actively promot-
ing such divisions. Yet the
considerable inroads made by the
working class during 1980 have been
left in a stronger position than ever
to resist stale controls. A united
unregistered trade umon movement
15 thus better placed than before 10
resist registration and its emascula-

ting eflects.

Al the same time, the state is happy
to divide the unregistered movement
on the question of participation In
the registration system.

It s actively promoting  these
divisions,

Yet the considerable inroads by the
organsed worker in the last 12
months have left them in a stronger
position than ever o resist st
control or co-option.

UK artist
boosts Biko
while LKJ
attacks the
fascists

Peter Gabriel's album (simply titled
“Peter Gabriel™) recently banned in
South Africa was hailed by British
music journalists as a tour-de-loree
and destined 10 become a seminal
work of the B’s. The reason for the
State’s displeasure was a climactic
track on the album. a tribute to died-
in=detention, black consciousness
leader, Steve Biko.

Not only the State was critical of
Gabriel's creative impulse.

Although not likely 10 become a
commercial success by virtue ol ils
musical component alone {as the
sure=fire “*Games withoult
Frontiers™ was) the Biko track was
taken ol the album and marketed in
Britian as a seven-single. Copious
r-Imn:u mres  explamed Gabriel's
mevaliom,

He felt the “message™ 1o be so
important that a single should be
available 10 those who could not
allord 1o buy the whole album and
o Facilitate on the radio stations. All
the procecds, Gabriel announced.,
would be donated o the Steve Biko
Black Consciousness Movemeni.

Locally, Gabriel's elTort was
grected with maxed critisism. Those
who actually got 1o hear the album
cither treated the Biko track with
reverence or dismissed it as the
ellorts of a white liberal.

The comment was that Gabricl was
making a statement about apartheid
South Africa without understanding
the historical context of the Black
Consciousness Movement. His
donation 1o the SBBCM (does it
exist?) strengthened this eriticism.

A tribute to someone of Steve
Biko's stature is, nevertheless, not 1o
be lightly dismissed. and once again
raises the interesting consideration
of rock music as a powerful
conscicntising medium,

Gabricl. himsell, was reported as
saving: “Il some kids hear that, they
might think. who the I<ck’s he. and
they may be intrigued to go and read
Donald Wood's Penguin paperback
«o iU IS @ pointer ... a pointer can be
powerlul as a catalvst, and can either
drop in a cormer and herde outl or
start the reaction,™

Essentially Peter Gabriel Tis the
role of vour agonised  artist,
struggling o express the prolundiny
ol hisdher vision o the world m
large. A much cooler operator is the
reggac artist, Linton Kresi Johnson.

A new album by LK1, which has
been around some while now., gets 1o
the point without fuss and with a
greal deal of straight talkin®. “*Bass
Culture™, true 1o LKJ form, directs
isell at burgeonin British Lascism
and the problems the black
community experiences therehy.

The choice of themes, illustrated by
songs such as “The Black Peuy
Bourgeoisie™, “Reggae Fi Peach™
and “Inglan is a Biteh®, can be casily
wentilfied with a Sowth  Alricn
experience and  are  therelore
extremely potent to the bocal car.

LK) abo serves as a shiming
example ol moral integrity 1o those
major artists who became stars in
the public eve. He is approachable
and straightforward with all he
should encounter in the streets near
his home in a black London gheno,
Most importantly he spends a great
deal of time working flor a
communily action group. when he
isn't reciting poetry at vouth clubs..

“Bass Culture™ does not come up
i the standards of LEKJI's two
previous albums, “Dread Beat *n
Blood™ and the superb “Forces ol
Victory™. Itis sull an important. and
possibly essential, album.



HOUSING

The recent dismissal by the appeal
wotrt i Bloemlontein  of  an
application to prevent the eviction
ol Group Arcas wnants shattered
the laowpes of soime 10 (KD black
tenants. (HTicials off Actstop i Action
Commitiee o Stop Hlegal Evictions
ol Tenants), who had pamstakinghy
assistedd the wenants in ther Nght,
werns cyually saddened by the
LI T

Sotstoop Lok pomel mearly 1w vears
ageoon g pavement in MavGar when
the Moo tamily were
inder the Crroup Arcas At

With oo here 1o go, the Naidoos,
vty woth thewr 9=month old
haby campad on the pavement
oilsbde their liosinme

Moembers of varions organsations
amd the eencral public supported the
andoos i their stamd. The Ll
wars Tmally remstated e the sen
homme From which they were evicted.

Last wear Ahmed Masir Adoom was
fined RIOND qor 50 davs) by o
Johanneshurg magistrate lor
residing in an area designated for
W lnile owcipaatio.

Fhe appeal 1w the Tranvaal
Supreme Court was dismissed. On
appeal 1o the Appellate Davisaon,
Jules Browde 5C, assisted by C.R.
Mailer and Morris Basshan, rased
the defence of necessity.

Fhe Chiel Justice.Mr  Justice
Rumpll. with Mr Justice Jansen, Mr
Justice Kotre, Mr Justice Joubert
and Mr  Justice van Heerden
concurring. said that necessity in
criminal law was regarded as a
lactual condition where an
immediate threat arose 1o an interest
worthy of protection.

The call upon necessity in Adam’s
case conld be accepted as being a call
i the legiimacy of his action. In
other words, an otherwise unlawiull
deed must be regarded as lawful
because ol the lacts ol the case,

Ihe Chiel Justice went on 1o say
that there was no evidence of an
absolute housing scarcity. There was

charged

indecd  evidence of highly
inconvenient and unhygienic
accomodation,

He concluded that in the

circumstances there could be no call
I.Ipr.m ede "'l-"n-ll'k'

The se.ond .nprlwl was that of Ivan
George Werner of Johannesburg.
against his conviction and sentence.
He was convicted in the
Witwatersrand Supreme Court by
Justice Roux on August 6 last year
and semtenced to s line of R75 or 3
maonths imprisonment {conditional
Iv suspended).

On appeal. Professor John Dugard
ol the Law Faculiv of Wis
University argued that Proclam:n-

Areas Eviction . mmmmmm

After the court case
comes the despair

ion K3 of 1962, which defines white
group arcas in central Johannesburg
was invalid on the ground that the
Group Areas Act did not expressly
permit  racial inequality and
injustict,

In dismissing the appeal. Chiel
Justice Rumpll sasd that from the
evidence it appeared that
Proclamation 83 of 1962 proclaimed
certain arcas in Johannesburg for
occupation and ‘ownership by
members of the Coloured group.

The appropuate arcas. together
with a so-called “border region.”
were Tully  described in  the
proclamation. No-one was lorced by
the Group Arcas Act 10 live in a
stipulated group area. Members of a
particular group were declarcd by
the Act 1o be disgualined and
lorbidden to occupy the group area
ol another group.

The position was, in the view of the
judge. the same as when a city was
soned by legislation inlo various
arcas, with penal sanctions against
prohibited occupation of particular
ropes. I a person could not get
accomodation in a zone for
residdential purposes, he would not

be entitled 1o occupv an unused
building or an erf in a business rone.
even il he had the permission of the
OWNeT,

Most tenants came up from Natal
and the Cape 1o seck employment.

Faith Campbell. a member of the
Hillbrow Tenants Action
Committee said: “most of us are
voung unmarred people from all
over the country with good jobs
here. But there is no accomodation

for us."”
The Osmans are formerlyv ol
Durban. Mr Osman, a skilled

artisan, was emploved at Sasol in
Secunda. The family moved 10
Johannesburg and Mrs Brenda
Osman found m’npll.wrm:nt in the
city centre.

Two of theiwr children are schooling
in Durban. The only accomodation
they could Nind was a bachelor flat in
Joubert Park.

“We applied for a house in
Bosmont some time ago.” Mrs
Osman said.

“Whenever | go down to the
Department of Community
Bevelopment. | am told that there is
still a backlog 1o be cleared before

Viclims of removals

myv application s considered.™

Heather Davies, a tenant in the
same block, had a similar experience
and endorsed Mrs Osman's words.

Withouwt doubt, freedom of
movement is a gualifying
characteristic of the free world.

An  alarming feature of the
judgement is that the Group Areas
Act may be used to impose a type of
informal influx control on Coloured
and Indian people.

In spite of the decisions, the lecling
of brotherhood amongst tenants is
unbelievable.

In Troye Street. tenants in a block
of Mats rallied around and gave
moral support 1o a lenant who was
being victimised because he had
contacted Actstop about a problem
1n that building.

Al a concert held at Wits Great
Hall to raise funds, more than a
thousand tenants echoed their
disapproval of the outcome of the
test cases alter an address by
Actstop chairman, Cassim Saloojee.

Althﬂu!ﬁ Brigur.l'bcr Tertins Wie,
Divisional CID olficer for the
Wiwatersrand, indicated that the
police would not go on a “wilch
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humt® on the strength of the Appeal
Court  decision, members ol the
Johannesburg Control Tenant
Action Committee met 10 discuss
emergency  procedures in case ol
police action,

Gienerally, tenants hn. appalled
1|'||. attitude of the National Party.

“The _right 1o shelter is a basw
human righn.” said a member of the
Joubkert Park  Tenant Action
Commuttee, ™ Whiles immigrants are
Basused anwermieht while we who are
basrm aimd Breed oo thos countrs are
hassled by hortful disecrimmatony
lvws, Al we zisk Tor as i shelter over
oviir hweads,” hie sand.

Housing is a national problem. In
Durban. the Durban  Howsing
Action Committee (DHAC) s
contending with the problem n
Chartsworth. Merchand,  Phocmin
and Mewlamds.

The Cape has s share of squatting.
Recent  statistices from  the
Departmrent of Communily
Dievelopment show that the |l|.lr'lll'H_:1'
ol people waiting 1o let houses n
Lenasia s 916 and the number
waiting to buy houses or land is
A291.

In the Coloured areas controlled by
the Johannesburg City  Council
aboutl 4 200 Familics arc waiting for
houses of their own.,

To supplement, the work force of
the Acistop support commitiee. a
tenant co-ordinating congress has
been elected.

The commitice
members of the various  action
commitices. Members ol the
congress would. in the future,
convene mectings of their respective
commillees.

In the event of eviction, many
tenants have threatened to stay away
from work. A member ol the
Johannesburg East Tenanmt Action
Committee stated that it would be
unrcasonable for emplovers o
expect their emplovees o come (o
work when their Turmiture and
belongings were Iving on  the
pavement. ;
On the guestion of Tuture action an
Actstop  spokesman  stated  that
Actstop was merely a pilot and co-
ordinating body. The linal decision
would have w be made by the
lenanis.

consists of

STOP PRESS — the first of these
cases has already begun. SASPU
NATIONAL will keep you informed.
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