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HUNDREDS AND
Thousands of students
are not wriling ¢xams.
Exam centres are vir-
tually deserted except
for members of the
SADF on guard

Students feel they
canno! write cxams at
gun point

They complain that
the army and police
presence  at  schoaols
has disrupted their
studies. Time and
again they have had to
flee from army or
police invasions of
their schools.

Every weekend there
15 another funeral of a
child killed in the
streets by army or

- police patrols.
Students also do not
want to wrile exams
while many of their
fellow students are in
detention.

Most of the student
demands for a better
education have also
not been met.

Students are saying
that they will not write

exams until:

B The police and
army leave their
schools.

B The army leaves the
townships.

M Detained students
are released.

W Their demands for
democratic SRC's be
mel.

M The emergency is
ended.

In Soweto, the newly
formed Soweto
Parent's Crisis Com-
mittee (SPCC) has
said: “We will make
Our oOwn arrange-
ments, when the stu-
dents will write
exams.”

School principals and
teachers in Sowelo are
fully behind the stu-
dent's decision not to
wrile,

Union unity at las
L
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page 11| page 12

Inanda

“We do not know
what (o examine the
students on,” they
say. “The army and
police have disrupted
classes making o
1|11;m~.uh||: Ior us (o
teach.

The banning of Cosas
and the detention of
numerous student
leaders led to confu-
sion among studenis
and parents.

In additon schoaol
children were being
killed daily in the
township streets and
parents were becom-
ing increasingly con-
cerned  about  the
safety of their children

In response, thu:jqw-

—eto CTVIC Association

(SCA) decided to call
a meeting of students,
and teachers
to seek ways of resolv-
ing the crisis,
Despite the fact that
their first meeting was
banned and the
Organisers Vusi
Khanyile and Isaac
Mogase, two SCA
executive members,
were detained for a
few days, the SCA
continued their
efforts.
A second meeting
went ahead after per-
mission to hold the
meeling was sought
from the Commis-
sioner of Police.
The meeting decided
that the writing of sec-
ondary and high
school examinations
was inappropriate and
that they should be
deferred.  However
everyone in the com-
munity should assist
creches, pre-schools
and primary schools to
continue
It was at that meeting
that the Soweto
Parents Crisis Com-
mittec was set up con-

secretary

Placard st Andries F

sisting of teachers,
principals,  parents,
church mumsters and
student leaders.

They were mandated
to liaise with the
minmisters of educa-
tion, defence and law
and order to try and
resolve the crisis.

The SPCC only man-
aged to meet with the
Mimister of Education
and Training who dis-
cussed the postpone-
ment of exams and the
establishment of
democratic SRC's.

At the meeting the
Minister agreed (o

UDF lives — interview
with UDF publicity

numbers have doubled.

defer intermal exams
1o Sanuary 1986 and 1o
decide together over
the dates for external
exams. However a few
days later the Minister
withdrew his promise.
He stated that “other
groups” who wanted
to write exams had
also met with him.
“Who are these other
groups?” asks SPCC
committee member,
Rev. Tsele. “The
Minister did not even
have the courtesy to
inform us who they
were.”

“When our reasona-

SPEAK demands
the unconditional

release of all
detainees!

Speak Community Newspaper 20c

Soweto schocl crisis gg

and

ble practical
SURREshOns are
rejecied, we feel thai
there are elements in
authority who enjoy
seeing our children's
education disrupted
or our children shot
dead in the streets,”
he said.

It is unlikely that the
SPCC will attempt to
meet the government
officials again. “The
government has
shown us they are
intransigent — we see
no purpose in another
meeting,” said Rev
Tsele.

What you wanted to
know about Inkath

We demand the immediate release of our
organiser,

SPEAK’s organiser, Feizel Mamdoo,
has been in detention since the first day
of the State of Emergency.

He was taken off one of the buses
returning from the Cradock funeral.
Since then he has been held at “Sun
City" Diepkioof Prison.

SPEAK demands the immediate
unconditional release of all other
detainees and political prisoners.

We win appeal
against banning
of last edition

SPEAK has won its appeal against the banning
of its March edition (Volume 3, Number 1).

The Publication Control Beard, when asked to
provide reasons for the banning, accused
SPEAK of giving too much prominence (o the
Freedom Charter and of the hero worship of Nel-
son Mandela.

The Board said, ** In this pablication, the Free-
dom Charter is linked to the ANC and Mandela
is presented as the true leader of South Africa. It
is written in popular language and .. readers ..
would take courage from the message to organise
againsi the oppressors.”

SPEAK"s lawyer Krish Naidoo, says, “Publica-
tions Committees are obsessed with the Freedom
Charter even though the Board has said that the
Charter is not undesirable. The Charter is leg-
ally and freely available throughout South
Africa. Also scientific surveys comducted by

independent organisations recognise Mundela as
one of the leading figures in the country.”

Nuidoo says, “There are articles which are anti-
government but it is still legal to criticise the gov-
ernment."”

A member of the SPEAK working committee
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“Our children are our
future” was the theme
of a conference on
Children under Rep-
ression.

Concerned social
workers, doctors,
lawyers and parents
mel Lo discuss the pos-

ition of children under

the State of

Emergency.
“Chitdrens’  nghts

are being infringed.”
said a social worker.
“In Sowecto, B0 chil-
dren were arrested
and released a few

days later. In
KwaThema children
were whipped by

police and forced o go
to school. Daily there
are reports of deten-
tions and wviolence
against children in our
communitics,”

conference

The National Educa-
tion Union of South
Afnca (Neusa), the
Detainees Parents
Support  Commitiee
(DPSC), the
Detainees  Counsel-

ling Service, the

MNational Medical and

Dental  Association
(Namda) and the
Organisation for

Alternate Social Ser-
vices (OASSA) par-
ticapated in the confer-
ence

Umon exposes Edgars’ “equallty”

l:dgdrs “equal oppor-
tunity” policy was
exposed after a can-
teen  worker  was
unfairly  dismissed.
says the Federation of
Catenng, Retail and
Allied Workers Umion
(Fedcraw).

Fedoraw says man-
dgement did not gIve

the worker equal
opportunity (o argue
her CHse and

demanded that she be
remnstated.

400 workers at van-
ous Edgars branches
throughout the coun-
trv were dismissed for
staging a sitan protest-
ing the dismissal.

However after &
week ol protest
achon, they were

reinstated,

South African women are

Fedtraw, the Federa-
tion of Transvaal
Women sent delegates
to the Women's Con-
ference in Nairobi.

More than 14 (KX}
women from all over
the world attended the
conference which
marked the end of the
Women's Decade.

Sister Bernard
Necube, President of
Fedtraw said, = It was
an Inspinng exper-
ence. Imagine heanng
a woman from Greece
telling you that she
wis your sister in the
struggle against apar-
thewd.”

“There were argu-
ments  thiat women
should not mvolve

themselves with poli-
tics. But we got sup-
port from all over the
world when we said
politics 18 our issue
too. We are alive. We
want justice. We want
freedom from racial
and economic oppres-
sion.”

“We learnt from
South Amencan
wOomen and the

women from North
Afnca that we share
common problems
that we are fghting
battles at different
levels but to one end
to live freely, justly
and with dignity.”

“For us, the women

from

who wenl
organisations
affiliated 1o the UDF,
the conference
marked not the end of
a decade for women,
but the beginning of a
period when women
will take their places

in the fight for justice,
peace and dignity. We
will carry on the work
of other women in our
history who have
struggled against
racial and economic
oppression.”

“We also know, now,

not alone in their struggle

that we have support.
We are not alone,”
said Sister Bernard.
The conference
adopted a resolution
condemning  Apar-
theid and the
CCONOMIC OPPression
of women.
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End repression URTIRIETEN

) Group Areas Act
of children says

The government has
said it will not scrap
the Group Areas Act.
George du Plessis,

Secretary of the
Reiger Park Tenants
and Ratepavyers
Association says,
“Once more we have
to hsten t© PW
Botha's double talk.
On the one hand he
says all South Africans
are entitled to  full
citizenship, on the
other hand he says the
Uroup Areas Act
must  remamn.  Full
citizenship means the
same full property and
political nghts. ™

“The government.™
he says. “cannot be
trusted. We  hear
Promises upon prom-
1ses, but thev are

determined to sides-
tep the real problems
and make no conces-
slons,”

“The Group Areas
Act is one of the worst
manifestations of
TACISM N OUT country
It is to blame for the
housing shortage.
Thousands of houses,
flats and rooms are
standing  empty in
white areas. While in
our townships young
marnied couples are
forced 10 hive in tin
shanties in the bac-
kvards of friends and
relatives. ™

*Shelter is a human
nght. OUne way to
alleviate the housing
shortage is to remove
the Group Areas
Act.”

Doctors must
follow example

of Wendy Orr

Dr. Wendy Orr must
be the secunly police s
moslt hated woman.
Yet she has become a
hero in the eyes of
many thousands of
people. Support for
her courageous stand
has poured in from all
over the country.

Dr. Orr gave evi-

dence in the Port
Elizabeth  Supreme
Court that most of the
detainees she
examined had been
assualted by  the

police. The court then

ordered the police 10
stop assaulting
detainees  held in
lerms of the
Emergency  regula-
tons.

In a statement sup-

porting 1g her - stand, the
Health Wurkers
Association (HWA)
said Dir. Orr had high
lighted the role thai
doctors and  other
health workers play in
the treatment of
detainees. Her ew-
dence showed that
detainees have little or
no legal protection.
The HWA pointed
out that health work-
ers have been ordered
by the authorities to
tell the police about
patients with buckshot
and bullet wounds,
They condemned this
and called on all their
members not  allow
themselves to  be
intimidated by the
government.

Even bread
is a luxury

The price of bread has
gone up again, Brown
bread has risen by7%
and white bread 11%

Unemployment,
recession and inflation
mean that poor people
are finding it more and
more difficult to sur-
vive. Poor people are
the most senously
affected by this latest
increase. Bread is a
staple food, and up
until now the only
food that most people
could afford. Now,
even bread wall
become a luxury.

Why the increase at a
time like this?

Because the govern-
ment says it can no
longer afford to sub-
sidise the price of
bread. The govern-
ment says that it needs
the money o repay its
debis to foreign gov-
ermmenis.

But the government
also needs this money
to pay for the arms
and ammunition it
uses in the townships,
to pay for the salaries
of the puppets in the
tricameral parlia-
ments and to pay for
the expensive policy
of apartheid.
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Mineworkers gathered at the Welkom congress to decide whether to strike or not
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Mineworkers
for higher wages

Ramaphosa, NUM general secretary.

fighting the mine bosses all the way

The National Umon
of Mineworkers is
fighting for higher
wages and better liv-
ing conditions on the
Mines.

since the beginning
of the year NUM,
South Afnca's biggesi
union has  been
mvolved mn a bitter
struggle to improve
the working condi-
tions of miners whe
are amongst the low-
est paid workers in the
country. Some
mineworkers earn as
litthe as RI162 each

month.

The  mineworkers
demand

@ Aliving wage a 22%
l-:ruu for all work-

® May day as a work-
ers holiday

® Scrapping of Job
Reservation
® 28 days
leave.

By June none of the
mine  bosses  had
accepted the demands
of the workers. The
workers decided 1o
stnke. In late August,
at the last moment,
Anglo American, JCI
and Rand Mines
backed down. They
made offers which the

annual

miners accepted.
Gencor, Goldfields
and Anglovaal

refused to offer any
Wage INCreases.

On the Ist Sep-
tember, 28 000 work-
ers at Goldfields,
Anglovaal and Gen-

attle

cor went on strike
The mine bosses did
everything possible 1o
break the strike
Workers were dismis-
sed and ewvicted from
their hostels. They
were shotl, sjambok-
ked and attacked by
dops. Some workers

were  armmested  and
jailed.
NUM decided 1o sus-

pend the strike to pro-
tect the workers.

The miners struggle
has not ended. The
battle continues in
courl and on the
mines. NUM is fight-
ing for the dismissed
workers to get their

jobs  back. The
mineworkers
demands remain
unchanged.

Student, pohtlcal and community

orgamsatlons rally behlnd mlners
'I

Trade unions, com-
munity, political,
youth, health and stu-
dent organisations ral-
lied around the
Mmeworkers Strike .
These organisations
formed the
Mineworker  Strike
Support Committee
when the September
strike was announced.
Independent groups
and affiliates from the
UDF and National

Plays bring the story of schools boycott

Pupils at Westbury,
Coronationville, CJ
Botha and St. Bar-
nabas boycotted clas-
ses last month and
used the ime to teach
themselves. The stu-
dents organised

Forum were rep-
resented.

The Strike Support
Committee has bee¢n
involved in:

@ raising money

@ distributing  pam-
phlets, buttons and
teeshirts

® providing medical
help for mineworkers

injured during the
stnke
@ providing legal help

@ collecting food, and

“Awmnm?mpm
mes” and staged a

number of short plays
with messages:

@ One play compared
the lives of nch and
poor families. The
rich children are spoilt

® helping with tem-
porary housing for
mineworkers eviclted
from the hostels.

The Rock for the
Miners concert was
the biggest fundrais-
ing event. On Satur-
day 28th October hun-
dreds of people came
to the community hall
in Lenasia to hear
jazz, rock, reggae and
funk bands. All the

bands played for free. Rocking for the miners at the concert

clmhr,s Thl: r.:hllr.lun
in the poorer families
were more responsi-
ble. They helped with
the housework.

® Another showed
parents telling chil-

dren

mmlvcd in pnlltﬂ:s
“Ons is alright, dis nie
ons probleem nie.” In
the next scene boycot-
ung pupils encourage
frightened parents to
join the protests.

“We needed 1o show
our support for stu-
dents around the
couniry and bring
attention to the hous-

ing struggle in our own
community,” a stu-
dent said.

Lenasia students say:

“Boycotts
not caused
by political
ghosts™

“We aimed to show our commun-
ity..that we are united with the
African people in their fight
against Apartheid™

Students at Lenasia’s
high schools boycot-
led classes for a week,
atl the end of Augusi
Here student leaders
expliin  why  thev
|!n1-j-'|..'1llh.':|.i and what
were their strengths
and weaknesses.”

S |‘|:1!..'1,'|1|:| Wiax
solidanty hoveott, We
amed to show owur
community and the
!'u:upl-r .u[ South
Africa that we arc
united with the Afn-
can people in their
fight against apar-
theid.™

“Dauly the repressive
force of the govern-
ment, police and army
15 used against our
people. We Lenasia
students, and
vouthcannot sit back
and do  nothing.
Neither can we pre-
tend that the conflict
in the townships does
not affect us.”

“We could not let
events, like the con-
flict in Inanda, break
the unity of the black
communities, The
government  always
uses divide and rule
tactics against us. This
time 1t will not work.
We are determined (o
stand with other com-
munities until a non-
racial and democratic
South Africa is estab-
lished."

“We call on our
parents, principals,
teachers and the
authorities to take
note. The school
boycotts were not
instigated by teachers,
hidden political
agitators or other

‘political ghosts'. We
took 1t upon ourselves
and are aware of our
actions and consequ-
ences. We will not be
bullied and intimi-
dated by their threats

Another student
activist explained that
local issues and
broader political
demands are linked.
*When students take
up local issues, they
begin to understand

and authoritarian con-
duct .

The boyeott was nol
as dramatic or success-
tul as i previous
years. The wide pow-
ers of the police under
the State of
Emergency instilled
fear in the minds of
parents  and pupils
Pupils were scared
particularly by the
detentions of leading
members of the local
I'ransvaal Indian Con.
gress and the Lenasia
Youth League

Also, leachers
threatened pupils that
police  would close
down schools and
arrest  the pupils

When these rumours
reached parents, they
pressunised their chal-
dren to stay at home
and remain inactive.
But the boycolt was
successful in that:
@ It made other com-
munities aware Lhal
the students of
Lenasia are united
with them in their
struggle.
@ Political discussion
was stimulated and a
greater number of
people were made
aware of the problems
in our country.
® The boycott helped
to make Lenasia
people aware of the
consumer boycott of
white businesses.
Lenasia students also
had therr own pgrie-

VANCES. These
included:
® The election of

democratic SRC’s.

® The abolition of
school uniforms.

@ The abolition of the
prefect system.

In support of these
demands and in sol-
wdarity with the strug-
gles of other people,
they plan not to hold
their annual matric

home

the wider struggle. We
must support the
struggles of working
people and fight the
injustices inflicted on
them. It is happening
right on our
doorstep,” she said.
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MNovember 30th will be
a big day in the history
of the trade umion
movement. On  that
day, the “super-
union” will be
launched.

After four years of
discussions the follow-
ing umons  have
agreed to launch a
new federation;
® Fosatu's
affiliates.
® National Union of
Mineworkers
® General
Union.
® Food and Cannming
Workers Linion
® Ccawusa
@ Cape Town Mumic-
ipal Workers Associa-
tion.

nine

Workers

@ South Afncan
Allied Workers Limion
® Gawa and mine
other Unions

What is the history of

the moves towards
umon umity’
Most the unions

mvolved i the new
federation began in
the early sevenlies.
From difficult begin-
nings they have risen
to be a powerful force.
Their numbers and

affiliasted to the UDF.
@ National Federa-
tion of Workers.

Together these
umions represent  as
many as half a million
workers.

All the unions in the
new federation are
committed to the fol-
lowing principles,
® Non-racialism,
® One  umion
industry
® Workercontrol and
democrabic shop floor
structures
@ Hepresentation on
the basis of pad up
membership.
® Cooperanon at &
national level

There 15 agreemen
on the need for politi-

per

cal action, although
the forms this will take
still need to be
debated.

strength grew rapidly
at the turmn of the
decade, forcing the
government 1o siep in
to protect the bosses.
The government
tned to introduce laws
to control umons. s
sparked the call for
union umity and in
August 1981, all the
unions came together

b
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New federation will unite
over half a mllllon workers

MAGUNCANI
PHUMEC,

A force to be reckoned with — the combined strength of more than a half a million organised workers

Four long years to achieve unity

o reject government

altempts to control
them.
As they came

together the benefits
of a umted umon
movemaent became
obvious and moves
began to make this
possible. A unmited
wnion maovement
would mean:

Unity adds political
strength to unions

I'he 25 trade unions
who will form part of
the new “super-union”
federation have mude
il clear thal they are
part of the struggle for
freedom.

@ Last year the unions
were involved in the
organisation of the
successful  November
Stay away.

® They have put their

weight  behind  the
national consumer
boycott orgunised o
protest  against  the
State of Emergency.

® They have also
demanded the removal
of the police from the

townships and the
refease ol  politicul
Prisencrs.

In the past we have
often seen the strength

of the orpganised work-
ers. Shorter working
hours, higher wages
and safer working con-
ditions have been won
by the unions. Work-
ers in the new federu-
tion will be able to put
even grealer prossure
on their bosses. They
will be u powerful
force in the struggle
for m future free of
exploitation.

® Workers in the
same industries in dif-
ferent parts of the
country can embark
more effectively on

united action. Work-
ers could stnke in sol-

wdanty with  other
workers or workers
could “black™ pro-

ducts produced at fac-
tones where workers
were  battling  with
their bosses,

® Workers in  the
same town or region
could come together
more effectively

® Unions could share
information,  exper-
ence and resources
with cach ather

® 11 15 casier for one
tederation to begin to
work in unorgamsed
arcas, especwlly the
rural areas than for a
number of separate
unions to do so

® A umited umon
movemenl % oo

much more powerful
positon (0 confront
and win demands
from the bosses and
the government.
Talks began among
the different unions
However Lhere were
many differences
sicmming 1o an extent
from their different
backgrounds.

Some unions were
indusinal umons, In
other words they only
organised in one kind
of imdustry. For exam-
ple the Sweet Food
and Alled Workers
Umion only organised
in food factories
Lither unmioms  Were
general umions which
meant that they wel-
comed workers from
all factories. These
umntons fended to be
younger

These unions have

agreed to  become
industnal LTINS
although they pont

oul that ot may be a
long and complex pro-

Woolworths workers strike over

Workers at  Wool-
worths in Johannes-
burg downed tools for
one day 10 mourn the
death of a comrade
who died in a deep
freezer.

Woolworths prom-
oted as the “company
who cares” deducted a
days pay from the
wages of the sinking
workers, According to
Woolworths the cor-
rect strike procedure
had not been fol-
lowed.

A fellow worker and
shop steward for the
Commmercial Cater-
ing and Alhed Work-

ers Umon of South
Africa (CCAWLUSA)
the unicn to which the
workers belong com-
ments: “They (Wool-
worths) care so much
about their procedure
but they don’t care
about the cir-
cumstances that led to
our comrades’ shame-
ful and disgraceful
death.”

SPEAK was told that
Comrade Sam
Mashaba had col-
lapsed in the freezer a
week before hus death.
When he was found,
there was blood ooz-
ing from his nose. He

was given three davs
sick leave.

When he came back
to work on the follow-
ing Monday he was
not yet fit. He had a
doctors certificate to
prove that he had
bronchitis and flu. He
told management that
he was feeling weak
and dizzy.

Management gave
him two options, to
polish the floor with
the heavy polisher or
to work in the deep
freezer. Because he
was nol strong enough
to handle the polisher,
he went to work in the

Some hours

freezer.

later he was found
there unconscious.

The Manageress
would not allow a
shop steward, trained
mn first aid, to examine
him. An ambulance
was called. It had still
not armived three
hours later

It never came. Sam
Mashaba was taken to

the hospital in a car.
He was cerified dead

on arrival
Sam Mashaba
worked for Wool-

worths for 18 years.
He came from Gazan-
kulu where he leaves 2
wives and 7 children.

The Workers Take
Action!!!!!

cess which needs to
take concrete condi-
tions into account,
Unions differed over
their relatwon to the
UDF. Eleven of the
unions in the new fed-
eration are affihated
to the UDF. While
this was an obstacle at
one stage, the
November stay away.
the stoppage over the
death of Andnes
Raditsela and the pre-

scnl cunsumer
boycotts  show  that
their 15 common
ground for  joint
action

Differences emerged
over the issue of non-
racialism. The Coun-
cil of Umons of South
Africa (Cusa) msisted
on “black leadership”
and eventually pulled
oul of the unity talks
They were jomed by
Azractu, a black con-
SCIOUSACSS UNIon

Cusas withdrawal
caused the Natonal
Union of Minewor-

kers to end their affili-
ation to Cusa and con-
tinue n the unity
talks.

The question of
whether unions
should agree to gov-
ernment  registration
was also a dividing
issue in the beginning.
However regisiration
did not succeed in
coopting the trade
union movement and
today I 15 a non-1ssue

Whether UnIoNs
should be members of
industnal councls 15
still an issue of debate
but has not prevented

cooperation and
unity.
“The pecessity of

trade union unity 15
more urgent now than
ever before.” said a
unmion spokesperson
“With the country in
disarray, a umbied
union movement will
be & powertful foree on

the factory fioor and
in the political
sphere.”

freezer death

Following the death of
sam Mashaba, the
Woolworths workers,
backed by
CCAWLUSA,
demunded:

® Support for Sam
Mashaba's family.

@ No pay deductions
for striking workers

and workers altending
his funeral.

® Free transport (o
the funeral.

® No limit om the
number of workers
given time off (o attend
the funeral.
Woolworths

responded with:

@ One bus.

@ Permission for only
42 workers to attend
the funeral.

® Pay deductions for
workers attending the
funeral without per-
mission.

Workers organised
buses themselves so

that they could attend
the funeral. Some vis-

ited Sam Mashaba's
family and took them
money. The workers

say “We as workers
care about him better
than eanyone else.
Hamba Kahle Sam
Mashaba!"
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As the Emergency wears on, more and more...

Since PW Botha declared a State of Emergency on
July 20, 4 254 people have been detained under the

Emergency regulations.

1 170 people are still being held. Some

people have

been in detention for more than three months. No
one knows when they will be released.

Released detainees are speaking about their experi-
ences inside. They are talking about crowded condi-
tions, bad food and insufficient exercise.

And worst of all they are talking about torture.

There are widespread allegations of torture and
mistreatment of detainees. So much so that relatives
of detainees, lawyers and detainee support commit-
tee members have gone to court in Natal and Port
Elizabeth to restrain the police from torturing

detainees,

Even if the police do not use physical force against
detainees, the threat of torture is enough to frighten

people. It is mental torture.

Other people are arrested for overnight, beaten and
threatened and then released.

Here SPEAK looks at some of the stories that have
been exposed in the Transvaal. Many more incidents
occur which are not allowed to be published and
many people are too scared to talk because they fear
further harassment from the police.

Detainees talk of torture

Mamelodi

After clashes between
Mamelodi residents and hostel-
dwellers in the second week of
August, residents said the
police/army had “taken over”
the township and were commit-
ting “daily atrocities”. (Star
August 21). The Star report
contains the following night-
mare allegations:
® The mother of a 1Y-year ola
secondary school pupil,
Abraham, said her son had been
in a healthy state when he ws
collected by police, who had
broken down the door at mid-
night. When Abraham was
brought home by residents the
nexl mormng, she said, he was
bleeding from the ears, vomit-
ting blood, and his face and
head were swollen, He could
not speak properly and did not
recognise his famaly.

The reporter, who visited him
three days after his admission to
hospital, said he kept murmer-

ing: “The Boers have killed Sak-
kie”. Sakkie was said to be in a
critical condition in hospital.

@ A 26 yvear old man said he had
been collected on August 12 by
policemen looking for his
brother. He said he and others
(including Sakkie and
Abraham) had been sjambok-
ked, punched and kicked at the
police station before being dri-
ven to the outskirts of the
township. There, he said, they
were told to run into the veld
and policemen shot at them. He
was hit by rubber bullets on the
thighs.

® A 57-year old man said he
had been assaulted by police
after his 14-year old son, Petrus
had been shot while ding in
the bedroom and his 11-year old
grandson shot in the hand while
trying tp enter a nighbour's
yard. The man said he had been
repairing his car, but had run
into the house for shelter after

Y X
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Mpatho Township, Pllgrlm s Rest

Sonnyboy Mockoena was
allegedly found hanged at Pil-
grims Rest Police station within
48 hours of being taken into cus-
tody.

Moekoena, who lived in Sow-
eto, had gone to visit his 84 year
old grandmother in Mphato
township. According to the
man’s grandmother one black

and two white policemen and a
local shopkeeper came to her
home on Wednesday 14 August.
They said that they had received
information that he had a gun
and they demanded that he pro-
duce it. Instead of searching the
:mﬁe they started assaulting
1Mm.

Mr Moekoena was then

allegedly taken to the shop of
the businessmen who was with
the police. When Moekoena
was later brought back home to
collect his clothing he was
unable to speak. He was taken
away by the police. This was the
last time he was seen alive by his
family.

The family was not notified

*b

about his death until a Mphato
resident saw Sonnyboy's body at
the Sabie Hospital Mortuary
and informed the family.

When the family “enquired” at
the Pilgrim’s Rest Police Station
they were told Sonnyboy had
hanged himself on Friday 16
August.

(Star August 22)

seeing armed police and hearing '
a gunshot. He, his wife and s
children had all hidden. “The
policeman came into the house
and kicked open the door of the
bedroom in which Petrus was
hiding. 1 heard someone say:
“Hier is hy skiet hom". A shot
went off with my son screaming
for help. The man said he and
his son had been taken to wait-
ing Casspirs, sjambokked and
thrown to the ground before the
police left.

® A 29-year old man suffered
head, back and facial injuries
after allegedly being dragged
out of a relative’s home and
sjambokked by police. Numer-
ous other people said they had
been assaulted in their homes
and shebeens.

It was later announced that a
senior police officer had been
sent to take statements from
witnesses.

IEE%{ &
Alexandra

A 15 year old Alexandra school-
boy was admitted 1o the
psychiatric ward of the Johan-
nesburg hospital within days of
being released from detention

He was a normal active pupil
before his detention, said family
members. In the hospilal he was
withdrawn and could not com-
municate

Friends who wvisited him
described lim as agitated, tear-
ful and confused. (Star August
14)

!I!i!lélut

Johannesburg

Ndokie Masenva, who was held
in Johannesburg for 20 days
under emergency regulations
said that during hours of interro-
gation she was frequently slap-
ped in the face, beaten over the
head with a telephone beook,
partially suffocated with a cloth
sack pulled over her head and
given two electic shock treat-
ments,

Joseph Twale said he was also
held for 14 days in Johannes-
burg. He said he was punched
five times in the stomach and
threatened with being thrown
out of the window.

When asked to comment on
these allegations, security police
spokesperson in Pretoria Major
Steve van Rooyen said he would
not deny the charges. It could
quite easily be true. “Some of
our police have been convicted
of this kind of thing in the past. I
definately wouldn’t give you a
flat denial ... if these people
have a complaint they can file it
at their local police station
through a sworn affidavit or
through a lawyer if they prefer.
(Boston Globe August 8)
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Many people supported Cosas
and have condemned the ban-
ning of the organisation. Protest
mectings and marches have
been held all over the country

Student organisations. trade
unions and overseas govern-
ments  have expressed their
opposition (o this fatest move by
the government to crush demaoc-
ralic opposition.

Organisations and mdividuals
including  Azapo,  Azaso,
Inkatha, Erapo, DPSC, Wiis
Academics, PFP,  Azasm,
Nusas, UWD, Azanyo, Chns
Diamim of Fosatu, Cusa and the
Ulmited  States. admimistration
have made stalements con-
demning the banning

The LIDF has also condemned
the banming. Cosas, which was
the largest student organisation
in the country, was an affilate of
the UDF

A spokesperson  for  the
Lenasia Youth lLeague says:
“The government is threalened
by the mass support which
Cosas as a peaceful, legimmate
and democratic  o1ganisation
commanded ™

“The only solution to the edu-
cation cnisis 15 to lundamentally

Demands
of Cosas

Al a meeting held to protest
apainst the banning of Cosas,
Dravid Webster of the Detainees
Parents Support Committee

Before Cosas was banned, the
organisation demanded:
@ Free and equal education lor

An end to the use of corporal
punishment.
The release of detained stu-

The withdrawal of the police
and army from the townships.
The lifting of the State of

alter the svstem of education (O
meet the necds of all South Afri-
cans and o dismantle
thed

apar-

BYMAMIC FREE AND COMPULSOF|B
EDUCATION FOR ALL

Dy n:mmﬁﬂq
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Cosas no

The banning of Cosas has come
as no surprise Lo its members.
Ever since Cosas was estab-
lished the government has tried
to destroy the organisation.

® Cosas members have had to
cope with consiant harass-
ment.

@ Leaders have been detained,
forced into exile and killed.
Bongani Khamalo, secretary of

stranger to

Cosas’s Sowelo branch was
shot and killed by the police.
(thers such as Siphiwe Mtim-
kulu have disappeared.
@ Students have been beaten,
sjambokked and leargassed.
@® Cosas meetings have been
banned.
@ Even families of Cosas mem-
bers have been harassed.

Jabu  Khumalo, former

repression

administrative secretary
(osas said in an interview with
the Weekly Mail, “This ban-
ning was only the official
announcement.”

More than 500 Cosas mem-
bers have been detained so far
in the State of Emergency, and
the government has said that it
will nol rest until every
member has been locked up.

Cosas: Six years of organising
students all over the country

After six vears of organising stu-
dents all over South Africa, the
Congress of South Afnican Stu-
dents (Cosas) has been banned
SPEAK looks at the history of
the Cosas, why it was so effec-
tive. and why the government
has tried o crush the Organisa-
Lion

Cosas was formed in 1979 after
the South African Students’
COrganisation and South Alncan
Students’ Movement had been
banned. So Cosas took up the
struggle agaimst Bantu Educa-
tion and hecame part of the con-
Linuing  resistance  againsi
uncqual and mfenor education

Cosas made demands and won
victones for students at schools
They demanded democratic
SRCs, the scrappng of the age

limit laws, and the end of sexual
harassment

But one of Cosas’ greal
achievemenis  was  exposing
Bantu education,  Cosdas  saw
el Barly  educaienm WaS

destipned o slop sludents gues-
tioming what they were 1old. In
this way the government hoped
ter train wirkers who would do
wltal the bos

|1I| [

feach one

W 51l

‘Each one
meant that students
would take education into their
own hands, and make up the
own minds. “Every member was
responsible for organising and

A0S TMESSH EC

cducating another studemt.”
said Jabu Khumalo, f(ormer
exccutive member of Cosas
“We wanted evervone o be
ciduciated with no-one  leh
behind.”™

Cosas also simed to involve
parents in understanding their
childrens” struggles at school
Al the same time Cosas encour-

aged students 1o take up Issues
affecting thewr parents, and 1o
partcipate i the community
Cosas worked  with - other
OTRamsations

The povernment sad  they
were banmng Cosas  because
Cosas wis to blame for the vio-
lence in the country. But the
vialence has not stopped.

Law tries to ban student organsations

When the government banned

Cosas, it did more than merely
ban an orgamisation. The law is
s0 broad that it can be used to
crush any student organisation
and prevent any student from
fighting for a just and democra-
tic education.

Here SPEAK looks at the
implications of the ban on
Cosas,

@ If an organisation is banned
nobody can join, continue (o be
a member, or be an office bearer
of it.

This means tnat present Cosas

members and officials cannot
claim to belong to Cosas or do
anything in the name of Cosas.
Nobody can become a membes
of Cosas in the future,

@ Nobody can carry or have in
his possession or display any-
ching which indicates either that
he is an officaal or member of
Cosas or was in any way
associated with Cosas.

In other words, all T-shirts,
posters, pamphlets and badges
associated with Cosas are
illegal.

® MNobody can pay subs, nor
collect subscriptions or any
other money to be used directly
or indirectly for Cosas. Cosas
buttons and T-shirts are not
allowed to be sold.

@® Nobody can organise or be
part of any activity in the direct
ar indirect interest of Cosas.

Any meenng, workshop or
gathering organised under the
banner of Cosas or promoting
the aims of Cosas is illegal. The
“indirect interest” means than
any gathenng orgamsed by
another orgamsation but prom-

oting the aims of Cosas 15 also
illegal.

This could make any activity of
students illegal because many of
the aims of Cosas are the aims of
any student such as to strive for
better education. Yet i the
past, police have not been able
to wint these cases in court. They
may iry again in an attempt to
crush student organisation.

® Nobody can advocate or
defend the objectives or similar
objectives of Cosas. Nor can
they act to further these objec-
tives.

This means in fact that no-one
is able to say anything about the
objectives of Cosas. Therefore
again if, for example, somebody
defends democratic SRC's they
could be charged for illegally
promoting an objective of
Cosas. The police will not be
able to charge everybody, but
will select people they want to
put out of action for a couple of
years.

Defying the banning order of
Cosas can result in a pnson sen-
tence of a maximum of ten
years.



PAGE N SPEAE WOVEMBER 1945

No negotiations _over the heads of the people

People demand: one
person one vote in

a united South Africa

The govarnment is paralysed. it has lost control of the majority of
the people. it s unable to sct decisivaly In the present crisis and it
is losing the confldenca of many of its chosest allies.

So everybody from big business to the PFP. Inkaths and even

pcadamics

are proposing alternative solutions. The most promi-

manl ks the Canventban Alliance, In this article SPEAK looks at the
Conventien Allance and expiaing why it will not solve our country's

problams.
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No negotiations _over the heads of the people

People demand: one
person one vote in

a united South Africa

The govarnment is paralysed. it has lost control of the majority of
the people. it s unable to sct decisivaly In the present crisis and it
is losing the confldenca of many of its chosest allies.

So everybody from big business to the PFP. Inkaths and even

pcadamics

are proposing alternative solutions. The most promi-

manl ks the Canventban Alliance, In this article SPEAK looks at the
Conventien Allance and expiaing why it will not solve our country's

problams.

What is the Con-

vantion

Alliance?

Thie Convemitom SNignce =i
pregemet by i nandieal el
i iha PEP, Wan Eyl Slaber) g
draw 1ngidee all irpenissmm

wil Wididiales 0 Bavies of
neprliiaig i evikermrei
Hinsugh & naliresd eonsemimom
li wxpliciily eaciudes thoat who
s WIORERGE A4 3 Meat of bnng
ing aben change

Hii 2all was mumebisicly 1m-
demacd By e LTF who ol
ey caE e nn eiaon gl eoevers
Lon etk peed mhe bepds 44
Ihe peugle

Dieipite ememmg by ihe Con-
verdion Alliancs in e poopls
like Bphop Twia, Alap Thiesak
s 1he LIOWF, naly Deicarhia mil
6 Pew sl isncsimen
have respondal lvourssly in
thr Cormmten Alliance &
= antal meemwmg bkl @ e
Sneinon Mo, v plens woie
Feft ik & et ¢ hidg comellicoe 3o
wink un

Why is the Con-

vention Alliance
being rejected?

The UTOF and sonc o o
alfiliaies bir the Smsrio Cing
Amrouim, tha THT s Jistes
Farer. conaemned 1he Corveps
tim Alasce. They queion The
Hiflives o The Allerce m wll
b the crmbibadiiy of the pemap-

anis

llere ger miames vl Lhe i po s

What is the ¢m_m-

Fhe maimd wm of the 4 omeen:
e Allemcw B gk callng of a
Al GMTRERiEE o

Il poesinie?

Who's w

Big business

Why i ey Pnincm widdaniy
peiting imesdved in ‘podinis’, vis
riing e AND and beching 1he
Coveplnvh Al

Tt wim il M [eisiricss com-
mEnimTe w0 B bhounes' Hut
it Imdismrr . ik wmcrerd 1 needs a
slahly soomorac gl Eolincal
ETRREn

Am lorg 58 The giiagtion s sl
e, b fuEnes comEuET
Letpm el shou polinios. Yol
W ihe polivkcal dnislios get
i inmiesarmes 1
el thai sales fhey dSyas
sl themusbres fram apar
theid they’ may gu dowa with
afnir bl

Bimibciimes  wc Bving o
tivdle 4 hew g e them
wcheiy by dmisncing ibpmssbeoy
from the “yvwem™ and cpdling
Ty g 4rd a0
The bpunrmmes wai & mad-
die  ropd  Borewsn  the e
Spodes” m they aee 1) herwees
e govertEnel’s hark sepic-
aiom on fBr one harnd and the

pin'n. ememads o e ofber
m‘] sy il peogle wan) [
w100 ko aad will plange
A ComiilFy b Choaos.

Thery wanrw & sobiution sdich will
pusribier s Chex profil.

E |

%

bavem ==l 1y,

ngbvmdm af Angls
EvarlcARr COPQGrasian -
buying ties ToF hig
ITER S -0

They war o gei nid of somw
mpercte ol agarthedd wfile kecqs
img s bugsdic syuaEon Ll
Ty are leopag thal the Con-
wcifon Adisnee can scheres
Ham

W will cuiireene 17 Wihst kind
i Jone widl se eeschiniom
have?

What swould be dis-
cussed &t o national
comientlon?

The Corsermon Alllance ks
el ipel ol clearly whar they
miesn by @ wmaiensl convealion
We'irued 1 B 3 comfnleniial man-

Inkaihm's pariapaton i the
Creverson Al |1 18
Tacgd

While declzrmg sar on LTH
mmil the ummms m Maal, ihes
male whaon [ E0E kel e gL
v whEn i S 11 dpjieng
e potvediomrnl 1nksife s
L FrwerTe yuike e Lo LT s
i vt vl Ayt hedil

Al ksl it UTIF and ong
Puiopen Sl et e ol
by Fule mmpm wide |y Tegardisd
s heing livked 1 bakarhia

Mo LIDH alfflials wii felies-
pilc i mi el wiih am
rpuissam like kksiha whis
o aliacks Hen oolleagues sndd
WRETE B W R R (g
IT Inksibsa §d i Slsc pailiing-
abl in the Cofreiiam Alserce
il cilweghd [iml s @e Fole
ungis rampapng sheoaph the
Manal poarabups

Fror Brathelesi, the C
ALt 18 @ wwrp b oo s s
pulineed  power sl perhaps
W& fluic usncm yeRigiE
Do st Kown Enidy

A the oilver purtispns we-

brman Secusmon ' LH G ek
reacraicaly  oonvones  jhask-
taik ol feadery disusimg tha
Tuluic of Sou® Adnes v ihe
sl L punle

Under what cir-
cumstances is it pos-
sibla?

Thunng Iha 19%Fs e AML
telievisd fhat thare mas emsigh
ginudall fd & natioadl conven-
Riewi B b hekd wherr ol grougs
culdl g dogpe| har o 5|5.|;|,q.|
b in ] aas el el cresns
o frimesork ds b derrmcralic
Sanaith Aldica.

Hul sirce the gremmers e
crmmyed B spleen| apan
iveid and  vicEoaly  Iejecss
et s Opyecilise,  irigaioas-
Lidvini have lisil Eaiil m e nles
nil @ paiuinal ey rEwn

A a Waeh s d g LIEFP wale
T kil W casre! mik s
the ihadiais of lepyesa ined g
.

“Yemi tarrs have 3 nojumal
COMNEETUIN SR T e
[ PPy e
yumiam can oy b halid whios
W haEe & eeeaten of defed
Bicy. Bes polinesl sclrily sod
cqualily,” said & wemior ANC
o quumed i Thr St

Fresenily o o mappropnate oy
ahe Careenion Alidnee 10 Lall
ot » netaonel cstveaiom whien
people s leaders are heing har-

ho in the
[ikait RS ]

Gacsng e lar),

Chief Mintster of
Emalulu and Prgdident
uf lncetta -« carries
d bilg stice

enima b katha hecaes the il e
demranicn of the UDF. 1l of
peate dnd Beprliainim” and

sjuesaen o i man o vie o
a T g

il rigdimddtons  Baaisd
mml whew e SATIF oooapies
var hirsrsakap

P o | AT Urede EROSE GOy
hinioss cesinor b mie s ingiul
linbeid o Sl Al coi.
milled w0 prasse should e sork
mg i ereaie combions wherg
negonaees bl e meam-

T  Lopyeriaan &llamce
shoaild rarher campaign 4o an
el W all nisprestion. T wsbhin
whrig of Wl Dandfed orginha
1inis, ihe relesse of 6l dcimmres
piil puitiesl prismer. Only
muker these condmom can &l
tha peuple of South  Audrican
Sacede thil o Riliine.

The Progress

The Sapdiay of Bauih Alsicai
il il Belicve ihal e FFF n
paumby comemed  shoui
schewing lmling prase

“Thee PHP canisy buspss b hares
ciedbrhry mid pasly opyinl b
mjraiile e whike ol dhe senr Sine
surpcrimg Bar incnrral sys-
iem end proppEng wp i f
lime” sl B LVEAF slaneienl

Uh b L9EY sedereiubiom Lhe
PFP cdlal ki o vole agsnsi jhe
trcamcsal aywdem et when 11

wau, whad, e TV Seodad

I EpalE
Peluire meriisly, o iis Congrem
i menibe g, i PEPE

decxisl dm emer i oolosared
andd bndian owes of packemisin
wniid Baiiy ebecsed omle of The el
doticdlnl pultviene Dhekis
Pillay, v ko ther mabonsd
PSSR

In wldiceon, thes are rabing
BUD Hiifios 1 sicfail Indeos,
Africam amdd colomds, The
1"F B it win coperod of ibe
ciddured aisd [niad brises aind
Ie Ewbemcs " bm 1he
whiz hogsm FFF. i&ink
thay thirn will he m & pascriiee s
infligace e paca of change
o witlin

¥el woskag wikin heid
ilnsHurncy o seeer mod
=y remamagisl - PrECERMGNG

CON\

= people  mml der
pxhiy or med fhey wemi o
el crmregmiion ansd thes
M b2 oabke (0 cBooae W
vidh] ik e dl i i
hrnmy

o different would
1is ba froam the gow-
nment's dea of a
lack Forum 7

v naiumad comvenive Bohap)
wpil doors whech e o
R B0 IR deimsim
mlid be 4 oetlon cucrome

Federal Party

moessions  have smly hesa
41 by o O ki Dol o

The Converl i Kllukoe edm
(s agernd o o nutioaal cirven
tiom e b ~upes” whera all dil
frmnoes 0 b dlweskst cul
Y mai Rveryilng cn b=
megetiuned T paops havs
satfered o boag eomnigh sinder

i freore.
kil ughits el i one. P
e voele, [ecion ol D el
mral i Are mH
ablo. Pesier s the complei
ﬂ-ll.rnlu;rllq-!hul

Acmording M ThE fear, thae
AN we® 5 Ihidl & senons
sy Lo mouki e
wiitutimatias” pEoplkes pee

By the L'q:uﬁrp-m Cme
ulrgt s ) £10] b Sl

tiale mboos, om Thew - 0 i tha
lycers and org o e nl o @TERY SERinG che pos

i the LITIP Thery havw boreed @ oamem s SO0
£ e il i ge iz PFF & wding the: platfomi

Iy g lans e (Fesiscsal
irfasmremi e have coen
wird lhemwelves i the o
remn)s path 1har of peewind
B B¢ poliuded il (s
ke B pailiapdlc = Lhe
wew deal” g0 marke 1 work and
e i bk g Wspemayey 8 Low
ozt i P oo L g al
£ i
Aul = ibz TIL seys, lrsbom
ul codmreds. joming vhe PYE
I be reganded im e usnE
il i b Rl Rodily's
il Heiedeokeey, "oy ol
w pouple”  Ther. scousy e
i Fof Sojag 1w prsdrmanam sy
iy wiwk Por thein
‘Cadi - the PFF  lepgtinadicly
fetmit Alricam, |mEsns and
ourmis min § parfaneniary
T while these poople are
pnied Thes rghal pascrpa-
OF b1 just parfarnsmary sys-
=™ mhks e  LOP
The FFF s sissards i jhe army
sha gqueniioeghle They say
wy are sommired o charg: by
el Tel ibey

v still mot supporied the i

ol P Cypremem Allessre pnl
incmmeral pardemem in el
ilveir mipptre imin ok oom
MG TEEF and ubiieg The
prenend pras ul tomfidenes o
il Mutnmyslsis anl the repres
aon e L a0 peesem
iAmaalias o S e At

oy wfwr apurtiesl has
sl dwman il

Who should atiend &
national conven-
tond

T member of ihe Coresre
tiom Allience gy thal <Al
e shoaukf aitesd™ Bt in
WAL [ O Troie T
Reproacsialen ol dircdha githei
ing wimhl have W eellect (he
wappori dhai 3 partuler geoup-
ing had in Spmh ARnca = 2

ention Allianc

[T T -|H||I|I|1.ll_|:|I||.|!1|||I'

Sivmih A Trww ored of i
Hrwewer they canmol win e
suppert of the pepple while they
ATE 18 FBr 1L e vl g L peema)
Thes will have 0 credinliy
mnlil they demanil ingeifes wiih
whar r|1l||!|1|:|' 131 4 r‘rl.llﬂ i
=100 i1 0 ey Seh Adics

O Frodersch wan Byl
Tlabbers, & leader
posing A dm Bonest
|=1ar 3 )

L I\

I'|||

FAGE &

‘ .

whutie. The UIDF er dhe AN
camun e capeed i seoepn
wqrial - PEpTCMEMIENGN W0 Phe
HNP NP FFP

Yl the L omvenien Al =
Mpquﬂdlll]nﬂlﬂ:m.mlh-
thi UM [nsesd they Beve
Wlareil an inSepemdem it
e 4l w bme whid UTDF &
umder foe The  Cofweilion
ATeance com play ren meanmgrled
iy s o |8 prregpered i ede
with the scrioms of the peogic
Ighiing [oF & benes ook
Afrza

e?

S
/|

;.
x
¥

Pillap 1t maned himsll a
ey lainste 68 e el idecie
it ircarnersd polibician He
i i firel Black hr b slerimd
i1 g PP nanirmsl prarenye

s mic  has beon con-
derpned  fem wll - guarten
gire e PP has pomw ime
the iker parilamems se s
i segatl e FIFF g we 3o
Pajiumni  and Henadithec
parmi i ke poopke,” wd s
T gukemperm

Fillay wis & memder ol the
L =tumia - Ciadi

What next Dinkie Pillay?

wmiriee He  redged s
dechaed M Re luid Wit “The
s il b wayh” aid e
trml pl " spwrm pofitho” Min

kg ahor thai ke wirdseed
AL8EN s b PomeEnaled member
ol The Lemanin Sani Lh i T
wilalive Comrmuiter

Fle bad linde cregibilicy on
theil cissiifdmee whmch Puesd
mulne  ul. mi-pmbdcive
agmmnd lume Pallay b oz
revigned as chammon ol ks
commitise

Lisl yeir B oiilcEcid e

Lpmasia  Eas  cowanipgpgy
lECihons bl fod e Hiuse of
Dighpggaies: Thie siea had jiie
il Ihe womwersd padlis in e coun-
iry £k peerem wul Milay i
sl evem i (he ) KR gl
Bed g B0 winpd

Mow, B Augml oomgres il
tha Frogronsey Foderal Pany
e pbeczed by the i fire lack
ER ] g [ 11oii7aC] [madi]
Ehivigh bie has o political ore-
dildity and bsy been chargad
wilh fraud

Whai kex1, Dinkie Pillay?

Charter
lives on

i
Ei
iﬁ

;
it

1E
E
F

3

{
!

-+

]
1
il

GTHE
il
Ayl

he serured by upholding



file:///htikvi
http://Mi.1t

PAGE 10

Inkatha says

one thing —
does another

Many people believe that Inkatha supporters are con-
ducting a campaign of terror against the UDF in Natal, At
least 5 people have been assassinated, and the houses of
many people have been burnt down.

Yet Inkatha has been described as an opponent of “vio-
lent change”. Why this contradiction; condemning vio-
lence on the one hand and allegedly using it on the other?
In this article SPEAK looks at Inkatha and tries to ans-

wer this question.

Inkatha, revived by Chief
Gatsha Buthelezi in 1975,
attracted support because:

@ Buthelezi has a great deal of
personal charm and made state-
ments condemmng apartheid

He has always rejected Bantus-
tan independence.
® Untl 1980 Buthelen spoke
out for the ANC. Inkatha
adopted the same colours and
national anthem and similar
uniform to the ANC and
Buthelezi boasted that he was
once a member of the ANC.
® KwaZulu sjudents are taught
that after the banning of the
ANC, there was a political vac-
uum which was filled by
Inkatha.

@ Many Zulus become Inkatha
members because one can gel
land, housing and reference
books more easily by becoming

Inkatha members.

Inkatha's support could only
last as long as it delivered the

goods and as long as its links
with the ANC and anti-apar-
theid stand were unchallenged.

But over the years things have
changed. Inkatha has only deli-
vered the goods to KwaZulu
chiefs, bureaucrats, traders and
landowners who have received
jobs, trading hicenses or land
because of Inkatha's control of
the KwaZulu government.

And since the 1976 uprising
and the birth of democratic
people’s organisations,
Inkatha's claim to be force for
liberation has declined.

Inkatha fears mass action out-
side of its control. It constantly
criticises orgamsations like the
ANC, Free Mandela Commit-
tee, UDF, apd NMNatal Indian
Congress.

The more popular the democ-
ratic movement, the more desp-
erate Inkatha becomes. Today,
there is widespread belief that

Inkatha supporters are trying to
destroy the democralic move-
ment through acts of violence.
There is virtual war between
democratic forces and lkatha
impis in Natal,

There is also evidence that the
impis are not merely thugs but
well trained “brigades”. After
the school boycotts in 1980,
Buthelezi said: “It is ume for
Inkatha to establish trmmng
camps where branches and reg-
ions are schooled in the deploy-
ment of anger in an orderly fash-
ion...to be able to control
nols. .. 1o condudt meetings W
the middle of chaos which other
people try to create. We need 1o
tone up our muscles so that the
dove of peace sits easily on the

spear.”
Buthelezi has also defended
impis saving they are part of
Zulu tradition and the Zulu
matuon.

All you ever wanted to know
but were too scared to ask...

No to universal
franchise

In 1979 Buthelez rejected “one
mian one vote” . He said this was
not passible because of racial
hatred and white [ear. Instead
Buthelez: has called for “pawer
shanng™. He has also sard that
South Africa might have to pass
through phases. to “accommo-
date white fears and other
minonty imterests.”

Recently he has hinked the
demand for one person one vole
with violence. He told a confer-
ence in Britian in 1984 that one
person one vole would be “the
end product of an armed
revolt”. He suggested a federal
system which included bantus-
tans. This he said would be the
“end product of the politics of
negotiation”,

No to violence, yes
to negotiation

In 1980, the ANC denounced
Buthelezi after his role in the
school boycotts and since then
he has spoken out against the
the ANC.

He has said that people should
use their power to persuade the
government 10 become their
allies. So initiated the

South African Black Alliance
(Saba) with the Labour Party,
Reform Party, Kangane and
Owalwa governmenis (o bring
the white power-holders to the
conference table “through per-
suasion.”

But Saba was an unsucecessful
alliance. It Ninally broke down
when the Labour Party deaided
to participate in the tncameral
parliameni

Buthelezi says he believes in a
non-violent solution because
“human life is precious ...| see
myself walking through the path
of non-violence.....If we are con-
cerned with human lives, P'W
Botha must be given a chance.”
Yet P W Botha's government
has constantly used wviolence
against human lives.

Chief Mpumalanga purt it well
when he said that  while
Inkatha's policy was one of non-
violence when faced by a power-
ful government, it was violent
towards its black opponents,

Inkatha opposes the
democratic move-
ment.

Inkatha is opposed to the poli-

tics of the democratic move-
meni. Buthelezi has said that

democrats play with “protest
politics™ which has hittle chance
of success.

Yer opimon polls spell oul
clearly that support tor orgam.
salions hke the UDF is growing
while Inkatha 5 losing its fol-
lowers

When the Institute of Black
Rescarch did a survey of Aln-
cans in Natal, they found that
Inkatha had the support of 4%
of their sample. Mandela had
the support of 34% They also
found that UDF had doubled
their support among blacks

Inkatha fears mass
action.

In 1981, w 1= conference

Inkatha said, “leaders of other
liberation movements and anti-
apartheid groups must consult
with our president before
embarking on any action or
programme which is expected to
have mass couniry-wide sup-
port”.

Buthelezi allegedly would not
support the Release Mandela
Campaign because no-one had
approached Inkatha to support
the campaign.

Inkatha in the past, has agreed
with consumer boycotts as the

“most non-violent
method of liberation™. But
when progressive Natal organi-
sations campaigned against the
bread price increase in 1983,
Inkatha did not participate with
them. Instead Inkatha called for
its own white bread boycott.

And more recently Inkatha has
not given support to the con-
sumer boycott of white shops in
many parts of the country.

Buthelezi has always defended
capitalism and Inkatha has been
one of the few black groups in
South Africa to oppose disin-
vestment.

As Inkatha becomes conserva-
tive it becomes more and more
attractive to the government
and the business community.

powerful

SPEAK NOVEMBER 1985

This is why it has joined with the
PFP and white businessmen in
the Convention Alliance. They
like listening to Buthelenr con-
demning universal franchise and
the democratic movement.
They like his talk of a “non-vio-
lent” path, and ignore the fact
that many people believe
Inkatha is guilty of violence.
The PFP was prepared to have
Buthelezi address one of its
meetings calling for a “No” vote
in the referendum, just days
after  Inkatha  supporters
allegedly massacred 11 students
at Ngoye University. And today
Inkatha members attend the
Convention Alliance while their
impis are said to be hunting
down the UDF leadership.
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the democratic
forces fighting for
change in this
country. Much has
happened. SPEAK

secretary, to com-
ment on the State of
Emergency and
other important
issues affecting the
struggle against
Apartheid.

What effect has the State of
Emergency had on the UDF?
L

Thousands of our activists have
been put behind bars. Most of

our leadership has been
detained or put on trial for
treason.  Nevertheless  the

emergency has achieved virtu-
ally nothing for the government

and instead the democratic
movement has made major
gains.

Even after more than three
months of the Emergency our
peoples’ resistance hasn't let up
The State of Emergency has
merely solated the South Afn

The State of Emergency has
been ane of Our most :'nrr-.--.[un!
TROTISers .I.H'-:! U YOIy COnsisicenl
agitator. The level of politicisa
tion that has developed since the
Emergency 15 quite  pheno
menal
For instance., if one looks at the
situation in the Western Cape
When Dr Boesak was arrested
the entire community was polits-
cised in a way in which it had
never been before
It is important 1o note that
resistance has been intense in
the so-called coloured areas the
very areas where the tricameral
parliament was supposed to deal
with the peoples’ demands.

“Chopping off opposi-
tion leadership will not
alleviate the prob-
lems.”

Chopping off opposition leader-
ship will not alleviate the prob-
lems for the government
because since the UDF came
inlo being opposition has been
more and more at a mass level:
at the level ol the community,
the schools and the trude
unmons. [t is @ mass movemeni
we are talking about!

The goverment could remove
us but the sced is still there. It
will germinate and it will grow,
The march forward will start

In the long run the State of
Emergency is not in the interests
of the government. They will
devise ways of having
emergency powers without the
official declaration of & State of

Emergency

We know already that they did
not nced a State of Emergency
to send troops into the Vaal
townships and other townships
last year. They did not need a
State of Emergency 1o arrest
thousands of people then

Their reluctance to impose a
nalonwde State of ]"-'m.;'r;_,-_s:n._".-

L Rl Wl ek

they would then he forced 1o
admt that it s not onldy 13 % ol
the country bul the whole coun
try that 15 experiencing unrest
and that they are not able tu
control it

Whether there 15 a State of
Emergency or not, to the ordi-
nary people i this country
Apartheid has always been an
cmergency.

Comments on the consumer
boycott?

1l has had a iremendous effect
because it has been the one cam-
paign that has brought the plight
of the black people in this coun-
try right (o the doorstep of the
white community who for all
these years have been living in a
different world. The consumer
boycott has helped in bringing
them to reality.

The business community has
been moved into action arcund
political issues. It has heen sa
effective in Port Elizabeth, that
the Chamber of Commerce has
demanded that P W Botha do
something because the boycotl is
beginning to bite them right in

their pockets.

e
“It takes united
action.”

Another imporiaml  poimt
about the consumer boycott is
that the people have begun to
realise that it takes united
action, it takes disciplined
organisation and it also takes
comittment, to ensure that pres-
sure can be brought to bear
upon the government.

What about the governments

the consumer

reaction Lo
boycottT

We have alwavs stated that we
will engage in activities which
will enhance our struggle and
which will ensure that there will
be & mimimum of bloodshed if
any. The consumer boycott is in
fact one of the non-violent
means of resistance that our

- W

boycot! began the government
moved in with all its viciousness.,

They have gone oul of therr way
to outlaw even this effort on the
part of the people o register
thewr complamnts and demands

The government has tried to
prevent us from spreading the
boycott. People were arrested
for disitnbuting leaflets clanfy-
ing the boycott,

It is in our inlerests lo ensure
that the best possible ways of
communicating with the people
are used despite the difficulues
of the Emergency. It s in our
interests to devise ways of going
out to the communities 1o give
the necessary explanations and
clarifications. If we dont do this
then the way is opened up for
opportumsts (o go in and cause
trouble among the people.

5o it has been successful, despite
govermment action to try and
crush it7

Yes. Look at the Eastern Cape.
When we went to the Cradock
funeral, ordinary people would
mform us about the consumer
boyeott and tell us not to buy in
any of the towns that we were
passing through.

There were no boycotl organis-
ers there, thére was no observa-
ble UDF presence but ordinary
women, ordinary fathers and
kids on icycles would say to us,
“Please do not buy here because
we are boycotting this town.”

How is it for the UDF
to provide support for workers
as in the case of the strike called
by the National Union of
Mimeworkers a short while ago?
e S

The muners are amongst the
most exploited sections of the
working class population in this

country. We know the condi-
tions under which miners in this
country work and we know how
much money the mining houses
make from the sale of pold and
coal and s0 on. Any organisa-
tion worth its salt would have
come out in full support of the
strike.

demands.”™

The VUDFs support lor the
miners sinke comes from a rec
ognition of the crucial and cent-
ral role the working class has to
play in the struggle for libera-
tion i South Africa. It is in that
spirit that the UDF will go out to
support workers' demands.

The mine workers’ stnke itself
has been a source of inspiration
to the UDF and us affiliates.
The UDF made public state-
ments saying that it supporied
the miners’ strike and would do
whatever it could to ensure that
that support was not only at the
level of statements but also in
action. Many UDF affiliates
were involved in the Strike Sup-
port Committee,

The South African Defence
Force has set up complaints
ofTices in the townships and most
reports say that they have had
ahsolutely no success. Would
you like to comment on the

reasons Whi?

The South African Defence
Force can {orge! about having
any success in the townships.
Our people have never consi-
dered the SADF as their
defence force.

We have nothing to defend. We
don't have political rights in the
country of our birth, so what do
we have to defend?

Brutal torture, assaulis with
sjamboks, breaking up of peace-
ful marches and so on to ordi-
nary people that is not the
defence of people’s rights.

The SADF has comeo be seen
as an army that is there to ensure
that white minority rule con-

tinues and that the ressed
people cannot stand up and fight
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To the ordinary people in this country...
‘““Apartheid has always
been an emergency”’

for their nghts

What thev are doing not only in
South Africa but in Angola,
Botswana and other neighbour-
ing couinines 15 not Whﬂt our
people think a defence force
should be doing.

Clearly if you were to to go into
my house, steal my possessions,
rape my wife and do whatever
and then stand on the pavement
and say, “Come and register
your complaint with me” — you
wouldn't expect me to come to
you smiling! That is a sure recipe
for conflict between me and
you. This is exactly what is hap-
pening with the SADF.

When people don't come to
their complaint’s offices they
must know that it is because of
their own doings and not
because people are ignorant.

What effect has the international

nti-grth:ld movement had?

The morale of our people has
been boosted tremendously
because they realise that they
are not on their own in the strug-
gle. All progressive mankind
supports our effort.

How do you view the sanctions
being imposed on South Africa?
T

The sanctions that have been
decided upon by America,
Australia and other countries
are mainly due to the pressure
that the democratic forces fight-
ing apartheid have brought to
bear upon their governments.
We Fh.lﬂh that there HI"!'i'j"-\. LT s P
ensure that pressure 15 brought
to bear on the South African
E_'ll-'l.{.".rIFI'-. N0 L |'..-.m_'n
How does the UDF  view
Reagan s consiructive engage-
maenl policy”?
g
The constructive engagement
policy has failed. Statements
that President Reagan has been
making about South Africa have
tended to expose him clearly as
being completely out of touch
with what the average black per-
son in South Africa thinks and
feels.

“The constructive
engagement policy has
failed...There is
nothing constructive
about the process.”

Reagan has suggested that the
reforms in South Africa are
largely because of his construc-
tive engagement policy. To us
nothing could be further from
the truth. In reality the South
African government has
unleashed a vicious campaign
against democratic forces inside
the country. To us there is
nothing constructive about the
process and there are no mean-
ingful reforms.

We dont want accommodation
in Bothas' wilderness. What we
wanl s a complete overhaul of
the system in this country. A
new System with one person one
vote. Where people would not
be considered in terms of their
colour.

Piccemeal reform which is
encouraged by the Reagan
administration is not enough to
ensure that there will be peace

in this country.
et ——
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Not even a State o Emergency has been able to stop

The people’s march to freedom

State of
Emergenl:y has almost
become a way of life. In
this article SPEAK
looks at the reasons
why the Emergency
was called and whether
its aims have been

reached.

The Emergency was called
because the government could
no longer control rising opposi-
tion (o umjust laws, racist rule
and lack of representation.

When the UDF was formed
two years ago it warned the gov-
crnment: “The undemocratic
imposition of the tricameral par-
lament and the biack local
authorities will only intensify
conflict in South Africa. The
people will not accept these
undemaocratic stroctures.”

And they were nght. The
people did not allow the govern-
ment's reform plans to work
hundreds of organisations under
the banner of the UDF united to
fight the black local authorities
svstiem and tncameral parha-
ment.

They demanded the right to
employment at a living wage,
adeguate housing, health care,
pensions and a democratic, free
and compulsory educstion sys-
le&m.

As the people's opposition
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40 000 people attended the funeral of Matthew Goniwe and three other Cradock leaders in a massive protest against apartheid
repression. More was yet to follow. On the same day the State of Emergsncy was declared.

grew from the cities to the small
towns and from the schools o
the mines, the government
came down with all the brute
force it could muster.

They sent the army into the
townships. They closed schools.
They arrested ten thousand
people on charges of public vio-
lence. People believe that the
government is responsible for

the deaths of leaders like Matth-
ews Gomiwe.

Yet the people's resistance (o
apartheid did not stop. Instead
it spread and involved more and
more people. A nationwide con-
sumer boycott of white busines-
ses bepan.

The governmen! was im &
severe crnisis. They could no
longer control people with their

existing laws. They had to intro-
duce a State of Emergency.
Under the Emergency the
police and army have greater
powers to detain, harass, intimi-
date, assault and shoot people,
Any member of the army or
police can do s0 without fear of
prosecution or of it being
reported in the press. And so
the list of atrocities committed

by the army and police grows
daily.

Even in argas where there 1s po
declaration of a State of
Emergency the secunty forces
do as they please. In small towns
and far off places like
Pietersburg the police can do
what they want. There are no
TV crews and lawyers that
might publicise their actions.

mergency tries to crush organisation

The declaration of the State
of Emergency marked a
change in the government’s
policy towards the people’s
uprising. The government
turned its back on interna-
tional opinion and put its
foot down on the people’s
organisations,

The government wants to
¢rush organisations. [t
believes that these organij-
sations are at the root of the
uprising. The government
wants to create a political
vacuum for discredited
leaders to fill,

Since the Emergency over
half the UDF pffice-bearers
as well as hundreds of civic,
youth and student leaders
have been detained. Le
Grange has vowed to leave
neo stone untyrned to detain
all the Cosas leadership.

Members of organisations
who stick their heads out to
organise are immediately

detained and kept for 14
days or longer.

The pressure to scrap
apartheid both inside and
outside the country is too
strong. It has forced the
government to realise that
they have to make changes.
But the government refuses
to make changes which
satisfy the majority of the
people. The government
wanis to force apartheid-
style reform plans on the
people yet again but before
they can do this ﬂn::,- need

to crush the people’s
oppaosition.
Now the government

wants to negotiate a solu-
tion with people who they
regard as “leaders™. They
are not prepared to talk to
people’s leaders., They
want to negotiate a solution
over the heads of the
people.

But the government has
realised that as long there is
organisation, they will
never be able to impose
unlnueptahlt ﬁu-intinns on

the people. So they want to
disorganise the people by
taking away leaders, ban-
ning organisations and pre-
venting people from getting
together by banning and
breaking up meetings.

By crushing organisation
they hope they can talk to
the Kunenes, Boyas and
Kgn.mes without resis-

Tluz guvtmment is trying
this trick in Namibia — jt
tries time and time again to
set up its own gnvemmen!

The people are winning conces-
sions from the government.
They have forced the govern-
ment to backdown on forced
removals and citizenship of
bantustan residents. The gov-
ernmeni has not backed down

oult of the kindness of their
bearts.

People S power works!

They have been forced to doso
as 2 result of the people’s resis-
tance and international pres-
sure. Countless people laid
down their fives and fost their
livelihoods to achleve this vic-
tory.

It is possible that the pass laws
and influx conirol may be

e e

they are forced to.

scrapped in the forsecabie
future. Again this will be as g
resull of massive opposition
waged by the people since the
beginning of the century.

The history of the struggle has
shown that the government has
only made concessions when

—

S e

without Swapo. Smith
tried in Zimbabwe — he
tried to include Bishop
Musorewa and exclude
Mugabe and Nkomo,

These solutions did not
work. In South Africa they
will never succeed either.
The pgovernment has no
right to impose solutions on
the people, nor will the
people ever accept a solu-
tion negotiated with discre-
dited puppets above their
heads.

A solution will only come
gbout through the dis-
mantling of apartheid, the

of all banned
organisations, the release
of all political prisoners
and detainees, the return of
the exiles and the with-
drawal of the troops from
the townships so that all the
people can be free to par-
ticipate in decisions about
the future of their country.
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With the SADF on our doorsteps, nationwide the call is.. ..

Troops out the townships

Nobody comes to SADF complaints office

SADF s occupying the
mnnﬂnipn In every township
there are stories aboul what the
army and police are doing Lo
people.
® In Katlehong, 200 boycotting

pupils
the school premises by SADF

arrested and searched.

® In Pimville, a 16 year old
pupil reported that she was
raped by a soldier in an open
space necar Prolea pelice

beadquarters.
@ In Diepkioof, armed police

and soldiers conducted house- @ In Duduzs the civic sent a pet-

to-house raids. They set up
roadblocks and searched
people. They urged pupils to
go to school. A harassed
parenl comments, “Why do
police urge children to go to
school when the same police
surround schools and arrest
them?™

SADF tries using sweet-talk

The police and army are trying
to buy friends in the
townships.

In Dobsonville soldiers have
been handing out sweets and

ition to the Minister of Law
and Order, Louis Le Grange.
They protesied about the pre-
sence of army vehicles in the
townships and the police.
People at a night vigil for
three unrest victims were

teargassed and fired at.

®In KwaThema the SADF

charged and set dogs on a
crowd of 5000 people al the
funeral of Welcome Mohlala
Lesese. Welcome, a standard
9 pupil was shot by police a
week earlier.
The list goes on...
Now the army is worried about
what people think about their
behaviour. The SADF has

biscuits at the schools. In
Alexandra and Kwa Thema
the SADF have been giving
soccer lessons to the students.
But the army is not having

Three week
fast for peace

“Troops out of the townships.”™
was the call of the End Con-
scription Campaign (ECC) dur-
ing a successful campaign to
highlight the presence of the
SADF in the townships.

“Their presence on every
streel corner is provocative.
They must leave our
townships,” said an ECC sup-
porter.

All over the country people
fasted to publicise the cam-
paign. Three people fasted for
21 days and hundreds joined in a
mhdlnty fast on October 6 and

TIH: three week fast started in
Cape Town, Durban and Johan-
nesburg on Tuesday September
17, the International Day of
Peace.

Harald Winkler of Young
Christian Students spent the
three weeks fasting in the chapel
at Khotso House. He says, “I
have chosen to fast to show my
deep horror at what is happen-

On October 6 and 7, hundreds of people all over the country,
fasted in solidarity with Harald Winkler. He had been fasting
for three weeks to publicise the ECC call "Troops out of the

townships”

ing in the townships._”

“The use of the SADF in the
townships, and reports of troops
beating township residents, rap-
ing women, looting houses, con-
ducting house-to-house
searches and sjambokking,
shooting and teargassing people
makes it impossible for me to
participate in the SADE.”

"I see a fast, at this particular

time, in a country under an
Emergency, as a good thing
because it's very difficult to stop
a fast. Even detention cannot
stop it.”

One of the people involved in
the “Fast for a Just Peace™ said,
“The troops must clear out.
Their presence on every street
corner s provocative., They
must leave our townships.”

much success. An angry
township resident said, “We
are not interested in their
hand-outs. We want them to
clear out.”

opened complaints offices in the
townships, The army has invited
the people to come forward and
register their complaints about
the soldiers.

Butl no one comes to the SADF
complaints office.

One resident in Katlehong says,

“1 canmot go to the police station
to complain. | fear the wvery
people who beal us up could be
the ones behind the counter™.

Residents in townships
occupied by the police and army
have called for an independent
commission of inguiry to look
into the actions of police in their
areas. In the meantime the
SADF's complaints offices are
quiet.

Students feel
threatened by
army teachers

Students in Kliptown and
Riverlea say that “teachers dres-
s¢d in brown uniforms and car-
rying guns,” have threatened
them with detention.

A student said, "We are forced
to wash the army combi and if
we don't we are threatened with
detention.” Another student
said, “Physical Education at my
school has become military drill.
We march in unison and we are
told to keep our feet in a straight
line. Our PT teacher is an army
officer.”

Al a school near Eldorado
Park, there are five army
teachers. They offered the stu-
dents a trip to a training camp.

At another school students
said that a soldier came to their
class and told them not 1o
boycott. The soldier asked if any
teachers encouraged students to
heed stay-away calls.

Students at another school

were taken on a tour of the
Johannesburg Stock Exchange
in army trucks.

Students say they resent the
presence of the SADF in the
schools, but headmasters have
threatened to expell students
who do not co-operate with the
“teachers in brown uniforms”.

A little girl said she was so
scared of the teacher’s gun that
she could not concentrate in
class.

Teachers and headmasters
explain the army presence as
necessary because of teacher
shortages. But parents say that
new posts are not advertised and
they are not consulted.

A spokesperson for the Anti
PC Committee said, “Schools in
Eldorado Park, Kliptown and
Riverlea are like concentration
camps and for five and a half
hours each day the camps have
armed guards.”
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We will not buy

- AL

: s
Consumers will not end the boycott of white shops until the SAD

F leave the townshig

at white shops

Consumer Boycott Committees made up of delegates from
progressive organisations and trade unions have been formed
all over the country. They have called on people not to buy

from white shops
® The Emergency is lifted

until these national demands are met:

@ All political prisoners are released unconditionally
@ The troops and police get out of the townships.
In most areas lpcal demands have been added to the list.

Reasons for the boycott

People are boycotting white
businesses because the money
that businessmen make sup-
ports apartheid and the
businessmen support the State
of Emergency. People demand
that the bosses stop supporting
the system and put pressure on
ilie government (0 meet thedr
demands. “Business and Milit-

B Victories of the boycottiE

In some parts of the country the
consumer boycoti has been so
successful that traders have been
forced fo negotiate with boyeott
leaders. Boycoll leaders have
managed (o squee¢ze concession
after concession from the white
businessmen.

ary same side of a bloody coin™
15 the slogan used in.the Eastern

Cape.
Effects of the boycott

The consumer boycott hits
businessmen where it hurts most
in_their pockets. Many shops
have been forced to close down.

In the Western Cape somc
branches of Checkers were

These concessions include:

@ Securing millions of rands for
improving services in the
townships.

® Forcing the government to
abandon plans to incorporate
townships into the Ciskei or
Transkei.

closed temporarily,

Businessmen are now calling
on P W Botha to meet them.
They have even complained that
the security police have inter-
fered with negotiations and that
leaders of the boycott commit-
tees have been detained.

The consumer boycott has also
raised the awareness of people.
It has shown that they are strong
when they are united and deter-
mined.

The empty supermarkets and
deserted city centres are proof
of the united action of worker,
student and community organi-
sations. The struggle has been
eatended from the townships to
the cities.

@ Forcing the opening of town
shops to traders of all races.
® Forcing the Eastern Cape
husiness community to pul
pressure on the government
to lift the Emergency and get

the troops out of the
townships.

*The success and spread of the
boycotts is plain for all to see.
But as usual the people have
had to pay a price. The govern-
ment, the police and other
reactionary forces are deter-
mined to undermine the united
action of the people's orgami-
sations.

@ Many boycott organisers

have been arrested or forced
into hiding.

@ In Graaff-Reinet it has been
suggested that the police are
indirectly threatening to close
black shops in an attempt to
force residents to buy at white

shops.
@®In Tembisa black
businessmen have been

Police fail to crush boycott

detained.

@® In Natal the boycott has
been called off because the
Inyanda Chamber of Com-
merce has “openly and pub-
licly” threatened violence to
end the boycott. The Chamber
of Commerce has Yinks with
Inkatha.

Still the boycott continues.

NationwideBo

The consumer
boycott started in
the Eastern Cape
in the middle of
July. Today mill-
ions of people in
the Transvaal,
the Cape and
Natal support it.

SPEAK reports
on boycott action.

Johannesburg

and Pretoria
Areas

The businesses of white gen-

eral traders, butchers and bottle
store owners have been badly
affected. The city centres are
unusually quiet on Saturdays.
People are doing their shopping
in the townships.

he South
Western Cape

The consumer boycott 5 in
progress in Paarl, Worcester

and Cape Town. The boycott
was popularised al mass meet-
ings attended by thousands of
people. Seven branches of OK
Bazaars have already lost bet-

ween 20 and 25 percent of their
trade.

For some weeks people in
Pietermaritzburg  boycotted
white shops. One of the
demands of the boycott was the
reinstatement of workers fired
by BTR Sarmcol who belonged
to FOSATU's Metal and Allied
Workers Union. People have
also boycotted white shops in

The potato boycott, Fattis and Monis
boycott, red meat boycott and bus
boycotts have all shown that...

Consumer boycotts
are effective ways

to win demands

Oppressed people have used
consumer boycotts as a weapon
in their struggles. Workers, stu-
dents and communities have
used their buving power to put
forward their demands. Here
SPEAK looks at past consumer
boycotts.

$In 1954 the South African
Congress of Trade Unions
(Sactu) and the ANC used a
consumer boycott in a labour
dispute in Port Elizabeth.

@® The famous Alexandra bus
boyeott in the 50's forced the
bosses to bring bus fares down.
The buses ran empty while the
people walked.

@ 1959 was the year of the
potato boycott. This boycott
}-_urr.-tl;.':qtc:d against thc tcrmble
conditions on potato farms
where women and young chil-
dren were forced to dig potatoes
with their bare hands. The
potato  boycott  lasted three
months until the government
made some changes (o the farm
labour system.

@ In 1979 Fattis and Monis pro-
ducts were boycotted. Bosses
were forced to take back the sac-
ked workers of the Food and
Canning Workers Umon.

@ [n 1980 people refused to buy
red meat. The boycott was cal-

led by the General Workers
Union to put pressure on the
bosses who fired workers at

Table Bay Cold Storage.

@ In 1981, a national boycott of

Wilson Rownlree sweets was
organised. South Afncan Allied
Workers Union called the
boycott in support of workers
dismissed after a strike over
unfair dismissals.
® Recently commuters in
Lenasta bovcotted the Lenasia
Bus Service. The community
forced the bus company to with-
draw planned increases in bus
fares.

Now, in 1985 a national con-
sumer boycott of white shops,
coliaborators and big businesses
is underway. Unlike the
boveotts of the past which had
specific demands, this boycott is
linked to the national political
demands of the people.
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In many paris of the country
public = meetings,  protest
marches and funerals have been
restricted or banned under the
State of Emergency. The con-
sumer boycott has become one
of the few remaining weapons of
the people.

“ A consumer boycott1s an area
in which no one can deny the
strength of ordinary men,
women and children,” said
Allan Boesak, patron of the
UDF. “This is one of the ways in
which we can make sure the gov-
ermnment knows we mean busi-
ness”.

Everyonée can participate in the
consumer poyoott. In thas way
people make their opposition to
apartheid known and felt,

§

i g '| 'y
Rav Allan Boesak makes a call for a nationwide consumer boycott at
the Cradock tuneral of Matthew Goniwe and his three comrades.

Howick, Pinetown, Mooiriver and some shop owners have

and Durban.

Eastern Cape

Nearly a million people are
boycotting white shops. The
organisers say that the boycott
has been 100 percent successful.
Many shops have closed down

been forced to take extended
holidays. The mayor of Port
Elizabeth says the situation is
“desperately urgent”. He says
that the boycott “is on our minds
all the time"”. In Cradock work-
ers even refuse to eat at factory
canteens. In Adelaide
businessmen have pleaded for
an end to the boycott.



End
the
Emergency

PEAK

Parents take up
students’ struggle

School students have been waging
a courageous battle against the
inferior and undemocratic educa-
tion they recieve. Now parents are
beginning to take a stand and sup-
port their demands. Recently a
Soweto Parents’ Crisis Committee

was formed.

SPEAK spoke to

members of the SPCC about their
aims and successes so far.

The Soweto Parents
Crisis Committee
(SPCC) was formed at
a communily meeting
called to find ways 10
resolve the crisis in
Soweto schools. (See
Front page).

“The role of the
SPCC is o co-ordi-
nate and encourage
communication bet-
ween parents,

teachers, pupils and
the community, said
Vusi Khanyile, secret-
ary of the SPCC.

B Parents and  stu-
denis

“Pupils see
parents as unsym-
pathetic to  their
plight. They are gei-
ting impatient because
adults seem reluctant
to take up their griec-

their

vances."

“We hope that the
SPCC can be an
avenue for parents to
show they are con-
cerncd and improve
the stramed relavons
between students and
their parents.”
Bl Students
leachers

“The credibility of
teachers in the eyes of
the students has with-

anad

ered away,"” said Rev
Tsele.
“Pupils no longer

have faith n their
teachers because they
regard them as aloof,”
said Khanyile.

Khanyile said the
state of emergency
had worsened the situ-
ation.

“When the army and
police disrupt schools,

THE VOICE OF THE CDF-JMUHITT

teachers do not seem
bothered and just
accept the situation,”
he said.

“Sometimes teachers
are forced to hand
over students to the
security police,” said
Tsele.

However  teachers
are  beginning to
change The Soweto

principals association
has come out in su
port of the students’
decision not to write
exams and two leading
Sowelo
educationalists, Mr.
Dlamlenze and Mr
Peteni are members of
the SPCC.

“Their involvement is
a breakthrough,” said

Students cannot write exams at gunpoint. Parents organise in support.

Khanwile. “They will
surely encourage
more teacher involve-
ment.”

W Student leadership

As a result of the ban-
ning of Cosas and the
detention of a large
number of stodent
leaders, there are no
structures for pupils to
address their prob-

lems at schools and
laise with parents and
teachers.

The SPCC see them-
selves as playing an
interim role in this
regard. However they
are concermed o
develop student
leadership and to help
students rebuild their
structures.

Residents take plans into their own hands

WESTERN — Aftera
long and hard battle,
the residents in West-
ern  Township are
planning their own
homes. Il their plans
are approved, the
Department of Hous-
ing may build the kind
of houses the people
want.

Elvis Damels, secrel-

ary of the Weslern
Residents Action
Committee  ({ Wrac)
ks 1o SFEAK.

“In May 1980 people
started protesting
against the infenor
houses that were
being built in
Westbury Extension
3. The Department
was forced to stop
building after they had
put up 315 houses.”

“They started build-
ing again this year. So
in April Wrac made
representations to the
Council, because the
new houses were caus-
ing a lot of unhappi-
ness. The houses have
no ceilings and hot
water. And the houses
and stands are even
smaller now.”

“We also objected to
the way the Council
went about building
them. These guys sat
in town drawing up
plans. Then they came
here and stuck the
plans on the wall.
There was this show of
consulting with the
residents but people

didn"t really under-
stand what the plans
said.”

“We started protest-
ing and holding meet-
ings. ON one occasion

people gathered at the
building site and
started shovelling

earth back nto the
foundanons. But that
didn't stop them
building this time at
the other end of the
block.”

“Only after people
kicked down the
walls, did the council
agree 1o make
changes. They said
they would build bet-
ter houses, The
Department of Hous-
ing suddenly found
money 10 put in ceil-
ings and to plaster the
walls.”

“But people were
still not satisfied. They
said the stands were
too small and the
houses too close

T

“The Department
decided to call in
David Curry, the so
called ‘Minister of
Housing' in the House
of Re tives to
try solve the prob-
lem.”

“When Curry armved
at the building site
people wére waiting
with placards. Thirty
seconds after his car
had stopped he
decided it would be
safer to speed off even
though the riot squad

had come out to pro-
tect him.”

“The le were
angered by the visit of
David Curry. Older
people marched
shoulder to shoulder
with youngsters to the
house of the local
council representitive.
They were confronted
by police who fired
teargas at them,”

“About two weeks
later, after another
mecting and  the
arrests of four people,
the township erupted.
Cars and buses were
stoned in the main
road. The police
armved in force and
teargas was fired. The
atmosphere was exp-
losive,”

“At another meet-

ing, the people
decided to march
again. The security

police could not stop
the march. The major
gave the people three
minutes o
but and half an hour
later they were still
there. Instead the
major was forced to
leave.”

“And then the State
of Emergency was
declared. Things
changed. The Hous-
ing Department was
no longer prepared to
ik, hoped that
it would be more dif-
ficult for us to pres:
ahead.”

“However if we sat
back and waited for

the Emergency to be
lifted, the whole
township would be
buil. So people
decided that the strug-
gle would continue
despite the risk.”
Westbury
Youth Congress was
formed to assist the
residents association.
Within a week a
school boycott
began.”

“Because of the new
police powers the
atmosphere was
tense. When the stu-
dents marched, the

moved in and
many were beaten up
and detained. Two
students are still in
detention.”
“The government
realised that despite
the Emergency they
cannot force those
houses on us. So the

Department  started
negotiating again. But
this time they said go
plan your oOwn
houses.”

“They didn't think
we would take them
seriously but that is
what we are doing.

Residents are drawing

up their own plans
with the help of prog-
ressive architects.”™

“Wrac got an office
where we put up draft
plans and encourage
people to contribute
their own ideas to the
alternate plans.”

“The  Department
are still building but
thev have promised to
SI0p &S S00N as we
come up with an alter-
native. It is not easy,

We have w0 work
within  the same
budget and consult
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“The o 15

from two to m
o'clock and we also
have meetings where
people participate in
the planning. The new
houses that we are
planning are much
better than those the
Council designed.”
“We have learnt that
it takes more than
talking to get the gov-
emmment to do any-
thing. People had 1o

kick down  walls
before we won any
viclories.™



