THE VOIC

UNCERTAINTY still
surrounds the fate of
Soweto shack-dwellers
who live in constant fear
of demolition.

The Soweto Council
and the West Rand Ad-
ministration Board have
declared them ‘illegal’
squatters.

In October last year,
hundreds of shack
dwellers were fined for
erecting illegal structures.

After paying fines the
squatters ‘went back to
ther shacks.

‘1 was prepared 1o pay a
second fine rather than
stay in a veld like an
animal,” one shack-
dweller, Mrs Elizabeth
MNgubene said.

This first attempt by the
authorities to force
|]I¢gu.l‘ ]uhann:uburg
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had been built in Orlando
since 1958. _

In one yard, eleven
families were squeezed
into eight different
shacks. .

The shack dwellers vary
from newly-wed couples
and extended families, to
migrant workers who do

*All they want is a roof
over their heads,” said Mr
Mgakane of the Orlando
Civic Association.

The Orlando Civic As-
sociation, which is part of
the Soweto Civic Associa-
tion, is trying i
possible to resist the
=

= It has presently in-
stituted a court interdict

government from con-

began demolishing the tions.

shacks, confiscated

mny.

Thousands of angry
Orlando East residents
gathered at a local church
and marched to the
homes of community
councillors.

The Soweto councillors
had asked residents to ap-
proach them for loans to
add extra rooms to shab-
by two and three
bedroomed houses.

Residents complained
90 percent of people
could not qualify for
these loans, either
because they are pen-
sioners or because their
wages are too low.

Residents said the
councillors represented
only themselves at
Soweto Council meetings,
and vowed not 1o vole in
the coming community
council elections.

Residents first started
building shacks about five
years ago when the hous-
ing shortage became very
serious.

Families erected tin-
shacks in their yards to
provide themselves with
homes.

All shack-dwellers and
mm are included in
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Shack dwellers
llvmg m fear

Katlehong
shacks wiped

out by

SINCE November, the
East Rand Administra-
tion Board (Erab) has
demolished over 1,000
shacks in Katlehong.

There are twice as
many shacks in
Katlefiong as houses.
Most people living in
shacks are on the waiting
list for homes and are
thus entitled to stay in an
urban area.

Erab claims only 20 per-
cent of the shack dwellers
are ‘legals’, therefore they
can demolish shacks.
They are supported in this
by the Katlehong Com-
munity Council.

Residents say many of
the demolished shacks
belong to ‘legals’,
however they reject the
distinction between “legal’
and ‘illegal’ residents.

Erab

Mr Sam Nuwli of the
East Rand People's
Organisation (Erapo) said
one has to look at the
employment situation in
Katlehong to understand
why shacks are being
demolished.

"When there were many
jobs, and workers needed
places to stay, the mayor
of the community council
invited workers to build
shacks,” he said,

‘Mow workers are being
retrenched, the
authorities are forcing the
workers to go back to the
Bantustans by
demolishing the shacks.”

Many of the shack-
dwellers are members of
the Metal and Allied
Workers' Union. At a
Germiston shop steward
council meeting the
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demolitions were strongly
condemned and the un-
ions committed
themselves to fight the is-
sue,

‘It is not enough to op-
pose the demolitions,’
said a resident, ‘we need
to demand proper
homes." She pointed to
the appalling health con-
i

In some cases up to 12
or 16 shacks have been
erected in a single yard.

The shack dwellers use
the same facilities as the
house residents causing
massive overloading of
the sewerage and water
system.

The sewerage system
has not worked since Oc-
tober and in some areas
pipes have burst, flooding
houses and shacks.

The community council
said they could do
nothing about the situa-
tion because they have no
money.

Angry residents ask
where then did they get
R2 million to build new
community council of-
fices.
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Labour Party’s
false promises

THE ad-hoc Anti-
President’s Council Com-
mittee, formed at a recent
meeting of community
and student organisations
to oppose the govern-
ment's proposals, has
condemned the Labour
Party’s decision to par-
ticipate in the "govern-
ment’s ‘new deal’.

In a statement, the Anti
P.C. Committee said the
Labour Party would not
be able to remove the
Apartheid system.

“They will not have any
power to change the
Group Areas Act,
segregated education, in-
flux control, and other
evil laws. They will not
solve the housing crisis
and they are therefore

making false promises to
the people.

The committee said it
was ‘ridiculous for the
Labour Party to claim it
has the community's sup-

‘Less than 150 people
out of a population of ap-
proximately 90,000 in the
Eldorado Park complex,
passed a vote of ::l:rrh
fidence in them.'

The statement also
denounced the Labour
Party for starting the
violence at its recent
meetin

*The Labour Party
stands condemned for
calling in the police to
harass and disperse those
opposing the con-

stitutional proposals,” the

iilfemnent said.

Prominent members of
the community are
represented on the Ant
P.C. Committee.

These include Dr Ismail
Mohammed who
a leading role in the re-
cent campaign against
high rents, and former-
Labour Fart}' members
Mr George du Phessis and
Mr Bill Jardine.

Dr Mohammed said the
Anti P.C. Committee was
needed to spearhead
widespread opposition to
the government's
proposals. _

‘This campaign has
been initiated because of
our yearning for a free
South Africa in which all
will share,’ he said
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PRESSURE from
Lenasia residents last
month, brought an
electricity deposit of
R130 payable to the Peri
Urban Board down to
R&0.

Residents in four exten-
sions received letters
from the Johannesburg
City Council in January
demanding a new water
and electricity deposit of
R130. The letter ex-
plained the Pen Urban
Board was to now
provide services for these
arcas,

These services were

Evictions
persist
despite
judge’s
ruling

MORE cases of tenants
persecuted under the
Group Areas Act has
been reported.

Earlier this month .In-
dian and coloured tenants
of Branksome Towers
and Del Monico Court in
Joubert Park were issued
with eviction notices by
their landlords.

Two tenants, Mr Vassan
Archy and Ms Angela
- Woods of Mayfair, were
prosecuted under the
Group areas Act and ap-
peared in the Johan-
nesburg Magistrates
Court,

Both cases have been
postponed.to |7 March.

Mr Monty Narsoo, the
organising secretary of
Actstop, an organisation
which defends ‘illegal” te-
nants, said there ap-
peared to be a change in
tactics by the group areas
police.

‘Following judgement
in the Govender case the
police now seem to be
pressurising landlords to
evict ‘illegal® tenants
rather than charge them,’
he said.

The decision of the
Supreme Court in the
case of Mrs Gladys
Govender is significant.

The court ruled no
person could be evicted
under the Group Areas
Act without a full enquiry
into his or her personal
circumstances and the
availability of alternative
accomodation.

Buy Groceries in Bulk

also specialists in all varieties of sweets

e A
in electri

previously provided
through the Johan-
nesburg City Council, and
residents had already pawd
the council deposits of
R50 for water and
electricity.

The increase was im-
mediately rejected.

Many meetings

organised by the residents
associations of extensions
89,10 and 11 followed.

Residents complained
they could not afford the
increase and demanded
to know why these areas
were not under the con-
trol of the Johannesburg

municipality as the rest of
Lenasia was,

A petition rejecting the
increase and control over
these areas by the Peri
Urban Board was handed
in.

Pressure from the com-
munity forced the board
to meet a Federation of
Residents Association
(F.R.A.) delegation.

Asked why the board’s
deposit was so much
more than the City Coun-
cil's, Mr van Schalkwyk,
assistant secretary of the
board said, ‘Johan-
nesburg has more money

lclty deposnt

and greater resources’,

Mr Sadha Veeran, a
spokesperson for the
F.R.A. and a waiter
working in Johannesburg,
rejected the explanation.

*We have a right to en-
joy the little benefits
other people of Johan-
nesburg enjoy,’ he said.
‘All our lives we have
worked in Johannesburg
and contributed through
rates and taxes. We are
also responsible for mak-
ing Johannesburg what it
is today.'

Strong protest from
residents forced the

SPEAK

board to reduce the

deposit to R60.
At report back
meetings, residents

decided to pay the R&0,
but vowed to continue
the struggle against being
administered by the Pen
Urban Board.

A member of the South

LYL Festival rolling off to a good start

ONE of the exciting events during the Lenasia Youth League’s (LYL)Festival held over

December vacation.

Many youth organisations from different areas participated in the week long

programme
Representatives all agreed the Festival helped in many ways to strengthen the solidarity hﬂ*uﬂ
youth and their organisations.

The Youth League itself increased its membership and popularity as a result of the Festival,
and hopes to carry this forward through ongoing activity for the youth of Lenasia.

Windies display racism
at anti-tour protest

A PROTEST against the
West Indies cricket tour
was held at Jan Smuts
Airport. About 40 people
carried placards
condemning the tour, and
handed pamphlets to the
players,

The Windies were
leaving for Durban to
play their last test match

According to a witness,
several players rammed
their luggage trolleys into
the legs of demonstrators.

Another cricketer was
heard to refer to a
demonstrator as a
‘makoela’ which is a
derogatory term for an
Indian. .

The Windies tour has
been condemned by
many organisations., Mr
Hassan Howa, president
of the non-racial South
African Cricket Board,
an affiliate of Sacos,
criticised the large
amounts of money spent

Save
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on the tour.

He said the money
spent on one West Indian
cricketer could fund local
township cricketers for
eight years,

He also condemned the
government for spending
millions of rand
promoting sport and
breaking the international
sports boycott. He
pointed out that the
government has spent up
to R60,000 on full page

Mr Hassan Howa

advertisements in new-
spapers overseas stating
their case.
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s gather In a backyard to discuss the high

deposit.
African Indian Council
(SAIC), Mr Naran Daya,
came under attack f(or
holding discussions with
the Pen Urban Board on
behall of residents,

One resident accused
him of being an oppor-
tunist for claiming the vic-
tory ol the people.

y

The meetings also pas-
sed resolutions condemn-
ing the formation of any
advisory body for these
extensions.

The F.R.A. is to submit
a memorandum outlining
residents’ grievances (o
the Peri Urban Board.

Reiger Park
residents - ‘we
were tricked’

OCCUPANTS of 52 new
houses in Reiger Park on
the East Rand have
decided to stop further
payments to the
Boksburg Town Council
until a contract stating
they have bought the
houses is drawn up.

Residents claim to have
been tricked into occupy-
ing houses they believed
they bought.

Understanding they
were to later sign con-
tracts stating the houses

were bhought, residents.

paid a deposit and signed
‘temporary contracts’.

The council then issued
notices demanding rent.

A meeting of residents
refused to pay rent and
demanded an explanation
from the council.

Residents also com-
plained of the poor
quality of the houses.

‘The walls are cracked,
the roof leaks and the
doors don't work proper-
ly,” a resident said.

Matters were made
worse last year, when a
light storm brought down
carports and caused
serious damage.

‘It resulted in the death
of two dogs, and a child
suffering a fractured hip,’
another resident, Mr
Amos van Weren said.

‘My wife was injured
when a corrugated iron
sheet crashed 1§muﬁmr
kitchen window.’

A spokesperson for the
Reiger Park Ratepayers
and Tenants Association
expressed dismay at the
council’s reluctance to
act on complaints as a
result of the storm.

Court action is also be-
ing considered against the
authorities.
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No service
No charge -
say tenants

THE Co-ordinating Resi-
dents Action Committee
(CRAC) demanded ser-
vice charge increases be
reduced, at a recent
meeling with the Johan-
nesburg City Council.

A CRAC delegation
finally met with the city
council after it demanded
residents pay increases in
service charges or face
eviction,

Service charges 1s par
of rent, and is a charge for
services like sewerage,
rubbish removal, water,
etc.

CRAC said the in-
creases were not justified
when council homes and
flats suffer from poor
facilities, improper
maintenance and general
negligence.

‘There is
widespread
ment, and the cost of
basic essentials is rising all
the time.’

also

The council was
questioned on why peo-
ple living in the same
block of Nats for example,
paid unequal amounts in

service charges when the

services provided are the
same for everyone.

unemploy-

The council denied peo-
ple paid unequal
amounts, but said it
would look into the mat-
ter.

The council said the
price of petrol used in
council trucks justified
the increase.

Fears of eviction have
forced some people to
pay the increase, but
many have resisted.

Eldorado Park residents
refused to pay.

On the day they were to
be evicted, residents
forced the council to
back down.

The council said there
was a ‘misunderstanding’.

CRAC also condemned
the attitude of Coloured
Management Committee
(CMC) members who sat
in on the meeting.

A CRAC delegate who
said she could not afford
any increases - particular-
Iy rent - was told by a
CMC member to live in a
cheaper house.

When she pointed out
she already lived in the
cheapest house the coun-
cil provided, he said she
should ask her boss to pay
her less.

A council official of the City Council caught by surprise by s CRAC delegation.
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Residents suspicious of

PERSISTENT and united
action against high rents
by the coloured
community last year
forced_ the Johannesburg

City Council to postpone
rent increases to July
1983,

Al the same time as the
Council announced the
postponement, though, it
threatened residents with

heavy increases if they
did not buy their homes.

Community leaders say
the Council even *hinted’
it would evict people who
refused to buy their
homes to make way for
those who want to.

Mot surprisingly, the
Council's desire to sell
homes, and even flats 1o
tenants, has met with
Suspicion.
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A MEETING to pay
tribute to Molvi Saloojee
soon after his death was
hushed as Molvi's
daughter Miriam read out
his last message to the
packed hall.

Molvi Saloojee, past
president of the Transvaal
Indian Congress, died
from a heart attack at the
age of 76. He died the day
he was to open the first
congress of the Transvaal
Anti-Saic Committee.

In his m , dictated
a few hours before he
died, Molvi said:

‘Owing to ill health | am

unable to open the
Congress. Though
physically 1 am in
hospital, my heat and soul
is with the freedom
fighters of South Africa.’

*Sons and daughters of
South Africa, | salute you
for taking the stand in re-
jecting the proposals of
the President's Council.
Even if full participation
is granted to Indians and
coloureds we still reject it.
Freedom to all South
Africans or no freedom at
all’

‘In my vision | see the
burning flame of

The national anthem is sung at the meeting to commemorate the death uf the past TIC pltuilli:ﬁl

Inspiring last message
from past TIC leader

freedom. | may not be
with you to share the
triumph of a free South
Africa, but 1 am proud
that | played my part.
Keep the flag of freedom
high.’

Molvi Saloojee first
joined the Transvaal In-
dian Congress in the early
1940's.

In 1964 Molvi was ban-
ned for ten years while
serving as President of the
TIC. Unbanned in 1974
and still determined to
make his contribution,
thrl played a prominent

role during the anti-Saic

Molvl Saloojee
campaign in 1981.
Speakers at the

emotional meeting in-
¢luded Rev Frank
Chikane, Dr Essop Jassat,
Molvi's grandaughter
Tasneem Moola, and his

longstanding colleague,

Mrs Helen Joseph.

Age limit law stops students continuing

PARENTS, teachers and
pupils are angry about
rules controlling the ad-
mission of pupils to
school by the Depart-
ment of Education and
Training (DET).
Circulars sent to all
"African’ Schools in the
Johannesburg area by the
DET said that without the
permission of the
Director- General:
® no person older than
16 years will be admitted
or allowed to continue
primary school

® no person older than
I8 years will be admitted
or allowed to continue
standards 6 to &

-® no person older than

20 years will be admitted
or allowed to continue
standards 9 and 10.

The restriction also ap-
plies to pupils,
® who ‘without good
reason’ interrupted their
studies and have reached
the age limit
® who failed and have
reached the age limit.

A further regulation
states no transfer from
one secondary school to
another will be permitted.

A statement by the
Soweto Teachers Action
Committee condemned
the age limit law.

‘It has becoome clear
our children's educational
advancement is being im-
peded.

‘Giiven the rotteness of
the education system and
the inhibiting environ-
ment both at school and
at home, our pupils can-

not hope to complete
before they are 20, the
statement said.

Mass meetings attended
by hundreds of parents
and pupils registered
angry prolest against the
age limit.

A member of the
Congress of South
African Students
(COSAS) said: "Age is not
a handicap towards learn-
ing.'

Petitions being cir-
culated by an Anti Age
Limit Committee de-

Community organisa-
tions have warned resi-
dents against the condi-
tions under which homes
are for sale.

A spokesperson for the
Riverlea Action Commit-
tee said: *This could do
residents more harm than
good. While many people
wanl 1o own their homes,
life could become much
harder in vears to come if
the homes are bought un-
der conditions not in the
interest of residents” He
listed the following exam-
ples:

@monthly rental instal-
ments are too high,
@interest rates are too
high,

®residents will have to
pay for all maintenance
and any defects
themselves,

@rent paid over many

years will not be accepted
as part payvment for the
homes,

®the selling price of
homes is much more than

it cost the Council to
build them.
Residents are

demanding to participate
in drawing up the deeds
of sale,

In Newclare and West-
bury, flat tenants are dead
against buying their Mats,

It 1s clear to see why,

The flats suffer (rom
leaking roofs, damp walls
and REFIOUS
overcrowding. They were
meant to be temporary
until the Council could
allocate homes, but te-
nants have lived there for
over |5 years.

if the Council decides
to sell the flats, they
would become perma-

council’s sale of homes

nent.

Dr Ismail Mohamed of
the MNewclare Action
Commitiee said this
would mean:

@increased overcrowding
as no room exists for ex-
tensions,

®pcople buying dwellings
without owning the
ground on which it is
built,

@maintenance and repair
cost falling on the
shoulders of the tenants,

“These flats are not fit to
live in, let alone be
bought,” he said.

‘It is the duty of the
government to decently
house people.’

Residents feel the
Council, through wamn-
ings of higher rents and
evictions, 15 trying to
break the growing unity
of the community.

1000 in boycott call

KAGISO residents are
refusing to pay the 60 per-
cent increase in their
rents.

Over 1000 residents
packed the local Anglican
Church hall and pledged
not to pay the new rents.

They also called for the
immediate resignation of

the community council,
and decided 1o hoycott all
businesses owned by

community councillors. A
petition was circulated
calling ior their resigna-
tion.

school

mand:
@ the DET scrap the age
limit regulations
® all ‘over aged' stu-
dents be allowed to return
to school unconditionally.
A spokesperson for the
committee said the age
limit law reflected the
hlmadr.:r crisis in educa-
tion.

He called on all
democratic organisations,
parents, teachers and stu-
dents to support the stand
against the age limit

‘The cominunity coun-
cillors must go - they live
aloof from the people
they arc supposed to
represeni.” said Mr
George Moilpa, secretary
of the Krugersdorp Resi-
dent’s Organisalion,

Dr Piet Koornhof,
Minister of Co-operation
and Development, was

also strongly criticised at
the meeting. Last year a
petition was sent 1o him
protesting about the in-
creased rents, bul he
never replied,

The residents will con-
tinue to pay their old
rents until the Minister

replies to their call to
reduce rents.

Education should
benefit society

‘STUDENTS must relate
to struggles taking place
in the factories and com-
munities.”

Joe Phaahla, President
of Azaso, told Black Stu-
dent Society (BSS)
members at a meeting

during orientation week
at the University of the
Witwatersrand.

He said black students
saw themselves as part of
a ‘stream’ working for
democracy.

*‘Before one is a student,
one is a member of
society.’

The right to be
educated is granted to us

by society with the hope
that the skills we learn
will be used for the
benefit of society,” he
said.

This influenced the
need for a national stu-

dent organisation like
Azaso.

1983 will see the
strengthening of Azaso
branches on all campuses,
and intense preparations
for the Education Charter
campaign.

The Education Charter
will be a democratic
document listing the
education demands of
workers, students and the
community
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PC cannot ~ [Write to ws at:
Speak

change rules | "CY 167

To my mrmw_ln!i fear Excom

"o inioabhonn. | Johannesburg

quarter of my life will be

tﬁlglpﬂrmdappruud

black communities.
Our suffering is getting It surely will be a good
too much. service only to the top
With the half-hearted Labour Party leaders who
P.C. offered to us, it still have already overcome
will not serve the needs of poverty and depression.

just as miserable as the
past if not worse.

SPEAK CROSSWORD PUZZLE

( 1)Forced to leave school because of the new ......
(2)1982 was declared International Year of ......
(5)Dvied in detention in February 1982,

as for a place like
Western where the higher
class pass and just give us
a side look, we are now
forced by the Johan-
nesburg City Council to
buy these old slum houses
and to rebuild them on
our own expense after 22
years, '

We have never had a
future and the same ap-
plies to our teenagers.

New houses have been
built in the same condi-
tions as the old slum, even
with the Labour Party
coloured management
committees around us.

After 22 years of long
suffering what will the
rest of our lives be with
the Presidents Council,

I can't see what change
the P.C. will bring il the
Government itsell can't
make the change. The
P.C. will not be able Lo
change rules. What pur-
pose will they serve for
the oppressed people.

We can only see the
ghost of the late C.R.C.
arise from the grave,
Without the black people
we cannot make South
Africa a real Christian
peaceful country.

Old slum resident
Western.

(7)Proposal which attempis to divide our com- TUIII'S dﬂ

munity.

(8)The rebel cricket ..... that caused controversy
in E.An-

(9)No normal ..... in an abnormal society.
(11YCRAC was formed in response to high ......

ACROSS

(1)Abbreviation for Actonville Residents’ Action
Committee.

(4)Name of youth organisation that staged a suc-
cessful festival in Lenasia last year.
(6)Adequate ..... should be provided at reasonable
prices for homeless people.

(10)The ..... Party has gone against the wishes of

gmhb}duﬂhgmuhmhm

{IIE‘TIH.-IE- fighter for Peace, Freedom and
¥ eseses SAloojee.

nothing good

The government wastes
vast sums of money in
order 10 entice sportsmen
and women to come to
SA while we, the true
citizens of this country,
are retrenched, pay high
costs for food, clothing,
transport and housing.

Only we know of the

hardship and suffering of
our people.

| am sure that | echo
the views of the majority
of Speak readers when |
condemn the West Indian
Cricket tour of South

Democracy
(13)..... Stop is an organisation fighting eviction Africa.

of people under the Group Areas Act.

Union
unity at
Aggett
meeting

1500 PEOPLE com-
merated the first anniver-
sary of the death in deten-
tion of Dr Neil Aggett at

a meeting in Johan-

nesburg on 5 February.
Dr Aggett was the

secretary of the Transvaal &

branch of the African
Food and "Canning
Workers Union.

Although the hall was
packed, more people had
been expected from the
East Rand and Tembisa.
However the buses did
not arrive.

Every speaker con-
demned the findings of
the inguest which found
no-one responsible for Dr
Aggett's death,

They also remembered
the death in detention of

Ernest Dipale. Dipale was -

found hanged in his cell at
John Vorster Square.

The meeting was ad-
dressed by represen-
tatives of community and
trade union organisations
as well as friends and peo-
ple who had worked with
Dr Aggett.

The need for unity was
the message hammered
home by the speakers.

‘MNeil died for the work
to which he dedicated
himself; the formation of
a strong, united and
democratic trade union
movement,” said Mr lsrail
Mokgatle of the African
Food and Canning
Workers Union.

Neil fought tirelessly
against divisions and dis-
unity, in an effort to build
up solidarity between un-
ions, he said.

“The urgent need of the
time," said Sydney
Mofumado of the
General and Allied
Workers Union, ‘is to in-
crease unity.”

‘The best way to com-
memorate MNeil is the un-
ity of the trade wunion
movement,' said Mr
Phillip Masia of the
Orange Vaal General
Workers Union.

Speakers also
emphasised the need to
carry on the work that Dr
Aggett had been doing.

IWomen lead

in Geluksdal

A RECENT mass
mecting of Geluksdaal

sent all people in that
area and take up general
community issues,

The Geluksdaal
Women's League, which
led the fight against re-
cent rent increases, is to
now transform itsell into
the Geluksdaal Residents
Action Committee,

Mrs Helen Morgan, a
leading member of the
Women's League, said
the Geluksdaal liaison
committee was ‘inactive’,

‘Women decided to get
on their feet and fight
agaynst the high rents.’

*Our organisation grew
and many men got in-
volved tog,”

*We will join up with the
Co-ordinating Residents
Actiopn Committee
(CRAC) and continue Lo
struggle for our rights,’
she said.

Ukusa AGM

THE community new-
spaper in Durban, Ukusa,
recently held its first an-
nual general meeting.
The meeting was at-
tended by more than 100
people representing 40
community, worker and
student organisations.
Total control of Ukusa
was handed over to these
organisations. An Ukusa
Media Association was
set up to which all com-
munity, student and
can
belong as members.

Ukusa was started in
March 1981. In the begin-
ning not many copies
were sold.

In early 1982, a con-
ference of community
based and other in-

making Ukusa more suc-
cessful. It was decided
that the organisations
should play a more active
role in Ukusa by writing
news and distributing the
paper.

Now they distribute
three times as many

copies.

Civic gets
bus fares
reduced

THE Mohlakeng Civic
Association (Moca) has
won a bus fare victory for
some lownship residents,

Al a meeting between
the Greyvhound bus com-
pany and Moca represen-
tatives it was agreed that
scholar fares be excluded
from the general fare in-
crease in March.

Greyhound also agreed
to demands by Moca that
pensioners on their way
to collect their pensions
be allowed on buses free.

However fares for the
majority of Mohlakeng
residents will go up on |
March,

The Greyhound
manager also agreed to
investigate Moca de-
mands for bus shelters
and for the reintroduction
of round-the township
routes in Mohlakeng.
These were withdrawn
during the 1976 uprisings.

ARAC says

council
intransigent
THE Benoni Town

Council has refused to re-
fund Actonville residents
overcharged for
electricity.

A long campaign led by
the Actonville Residents
Action Committee
(ARAC) against the high

SPEAK

electricity bills, included a
petition drive and a
meeting with the Acton-
ville Management Com-
mittee.

ARAC demanded:
® residents be refunded
for the period
overcharged
® meters be regularly
read and checked
® residents be consulted
Oon any increase
@ a card sysiem be in-
troduced
® residents be informed
at least 5 days before any
electricity cut

Pressure from ARAC
resulted in the last two
demands being met.

The Town Council,
however, refuses to re-
fund residents.

Mr Padotan,
chairperson. of ARAC,
accused the council of
‘intransigence’.

*They refuse to
recognise our grievances
are legitimate. Even after
admitting estimations
were made where melers
were inaccessible, and
some were read for 6
week periods instead of
4. he said.

No shack
raids in Vaal

for a while

SHACK dwellers in the
Vaal area have been given
4 temporary reprieve.

The Vaal Community
Council decided to stop
all raids and arrests until
they had discussed the
matter with the housing
director, Mr Nicholas
Louw,

The shack situation is
becoming critical as thou-—
sands of people flock to
the Vaal townships in
search of work. Shacks
spring up to accomodate
them.
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THE Orderly Move-
ment and Settlement of
Black Persons Bill
may be law by 1984,
The new laws will
make life for most
" African people worse.

People will be forced
to the Bantustans
where there is no land
and no jobs.

The government is
also trying to push all
the problems of the
cities like unemploy-
ment, housing and
education to the Ban-
tustans.

THE NEW LAW
SAYS: -

@No person may be in
town at night between
10 pm and 5 am the

WHAT IS TB?

[
A
- S =

when you wake up.

night.
become weak.

®You cough a lot, especially

®You feel hot during the
afternoon and you sweat at

®You lose weight and

next day unless they
have a permit and an
approved place to stay.
If anyone is found
anywhere in town at
night, they will be
arrested.

@®People living in
squatter camps can be
moved to any place
decided by the
Director-General. |If
such an order is made
the people cannot go
to court to try and stop
the removal.

ONLY THESE PEO-
FPLE CAN LIVE IN
TOWN:

@®People who qualify as
‘Permanent Urban
Residents’ (PUR).

These are people who,
- have lived in one

Order Yy Movement
how it affects you

town ever since they
were born

- have been registered
in one job in one town
for 10 years, or have a
permit to live in one
town for 15 years

- own houses under 99
year leasehold if they
are citizens of South
Africa or an ‘indepen-
dent’ Bantustan.
@®People who are
South African citizens
and have been legally
living in a town for 10
years. This means peo-
ple not from Transkei,
Ciskei, Bophutatswana
and Venda.

@People who were
born in town, only if
both their parents are
qualified as PUR.
@Visitors with special
permits, for only 14

B (tuberculosis) is an infection. It is caused by a germ which usually settles in people’s

In South Africa doctors see 45,000 cases of TB every year. However, many
i they have TB and so their cases are never recorded. In reality as many
people may have the disease.

: &

days a year.

@People in hospital,
until they are dis-
charged.

@Night shift workers
who have a permit to
be in that job.
@®People who are
registered to look for
work, if they have a
permit.

THE
MENTS:

PUNISH-

@®Anyone who allows a
person to stay in their
house at night without
a permit, can be fined
R500 or sent to jail for
6 months.

@®Any person found in
town between 10pm
and 5am without a per-
mit can be fined R500
or sent to jail for 6

people do

-

| mhtutll:llluu-hhuthuhﬂlﬂ

@A person found
working or looking for
work without a permit
can be fined RS00 or
sent to jail for 6
months,

@Anyone who gives
work to an un-
registered person can

-

There will be less TB only when all people have jobs, good wages, and
proper houses to live in. But even now there are steps we can take to con-

trol the spread of TB.

It is very easy to catch TB from someone who has it. If there is
someone in your home who has TB you must be very careful:
@Everyone in the house should go to the nearest clinic for a medical

check and TB tests.

hope for a good ' life.
be fined RSO0 or

jailed for 12 months.

These new laws are
very strict. They will
make the pass laws
much worse.

All over the country
people are against
these laws.

In Soweto, at a

meeting of the Soweto
Civic Association
(SCA) these laws were
attacked by com-
munity leaders.

The SCA said

everyone must know
what the laws really
mean so people can
fight against it.

T B can be easily caught

&3.

iy

S¥ ="~ We are more likely to get TB because our houses are of poor quality and they are often
. overcrowded. Many of us do not have enough good food to eat, so our bodies are not
strong and healthy.

We catch TB more easily if working conditions are unhealthy, especially on the
mines. When workers go home, they take the sickness with them. Then their families
and friends can also get TB.

HOW CAN WE STOP THE SPREAD OF TB?

@Children must be vaccinated against TB.

®Do not use each others handkerchiefs. Use tissues If necessary.

@Nobody should spit. In this way you can stop TB germs from spreading.

::r:i to eat well to build up your health. Give young children milk to
The persons who have TB must:

®Cover their mouth when coughing and never spit.

@Sleep as far away from children as possible.

@®Remember to take their medicine.

®You may have a pain in
your chest or back.

When TB gets very bad,
you cough up blood, your
skin goes pale, and your
voice gets very soft and
scratchy.

HOW IS TB TREATED?

TB can be cured. If you show any signs of
TB, you must go to a clinic. At the clinic
they will take an X-ray and do a sputum
test.
If your TB is very bad, you will be given
injections every day. Everyone with TB
must also take pills.
Sometimes it takes as long as 2
cure TB. You must take the pills all this
time. You must try to eat good food,
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RETRENCHMENT -
YOU COULD BE
NEXT

EVERY cay, workers all
over SA are losing their
jobs or beimg
‘retrenched’.

Bosses are saying
‘times are bad’ and they
are being forced to dis-
miss workers. For
workers this means they
are suddenly being
thrown out of their jobs.
This means no money for
rent, repossession of fur-
niture bought om Hire
Purchase, and no money
for food. Those who
manage to keep their jobs
know there are thousands
of unemployed workers
waiting to replace them if
they complain about their
wages or working condi-

tions.

WHY DDES
RETRENCHMENT
OCCUR?
Retrenchment occurs

during an economic crisis
called ‘recession’,

During a recession, the
bosses (ry (0 maintain
their rate of profit. They
do this at the expense of
workers by cutting back
on their labour costs, and
dismissing large numbers
of workers. While bosses
and government say that
retrenchments are un-
avoidable during a reces-
sion, they-forget that a
recession follows g
‘boom’ period in the
economy.

In a *boom’ period bos-
ses make very great
profits. In fact SA had
one of its greatest boom
periods in its economy in
the "79 to "82 period.

Bosses could use the
high profits made in this
period o support workers
during the recession.
Instead the workers who
made the profits for the
company are now put
onto the streets,
Moreover during reces-
sion inflation increases.
Workers are faced with a
rocketing of prices in
household subsistence
goods which makes their
burden even heavier.

HOW THE BOSSES
BENEFIT FROM
RETRENCHMENT

Bosses use retrenchment
to weaken and dis-
OTganise Worker organisa-
tion in the factory, e.g. by
dismissing wunion
leadership. But those
workers who remain in
employment are wvery
overworked because bos-
ses want o mainiain a
high level of production,
and because these
workers are often also do-
ing the jobs of the
retrenched workers,

If workers complain
about the long hours and
overwork, they are
threatened with retrench-
ment,

Bosses use retrench-
menl (o reorganise their
factories and to replace
workers with machinery.

Bosses sometimes
provoke sitrikes when
they want to retrench

workers. This happened
on the East Rand last

vear when workers in
many factories went on
sirike. The bosses dismis-
sed the workers and re-
emploved them selective-
ly. Many workers did not
get therir jobs back. The
bosses benefitted because
they elffectively
reirenched workers
without paying any com-
pensation for retrench-
ment.

It is only in factories
where worker organisa-
tion is strong, that tfade
unions have negotiated
with the bosses on the
altermatives to and
procedures of retrench-
ment.

WHICH WORKERS
AND WHAT SEC-
TORS ARE AF-
FECTED BY
RETRENCHMENT

Workers in all race
groups and in all job
categories, i.e. skilled,
semi-skilled and unskilled
face retrenchment.

At Iscor, 40 percent of
5,000 workers who were
retrenched were white,
and the remainder black.
One of the largest groups
affected are the unskilled
workers,

The group hardest hit
bv retrenchment are the
contract workers. Once
they lose their jobs in the
towns, they cannot find
new jobs for themselves,
Instead they are forced
back to the homelands
where jobs are scarce, or
where they have to wait
to be re- recruited for
new employment in the
cities. It will be even
harder for these workers
to get jobs in the cities
once the *Orderly Move-
ment and Settlement of
Black Persons ° hill
becomes a law.

Almost all sectors have
been affected by
retrenchment. Those
hardest hit have been the
motor, metal, engineer-
ing, textile and mining in-
dustries.

At Solcast in Benoni,
600 workers lost their jobs
in one day, and at the
Veldspun textile factory
in Uitenhage, 600 workers
were retrenched, and a
strike was used to dismiss
a further 300 workers. At
Sigma (motor company)
in Pretoria, 1,350 workers
were retrenched in 1982
and two-thirds of the
remaining work- force
went on shori-time, In the
mining industry in eight
months in 1982, 15,000
workers lost their jobs. At
one mine, West Rand
Consolidated mine of the
Gencor group, 3,340
workers lost their jobs
when production was cut
back.

This is how retrench-
ment affects larger fac-
tories. But there are many
smaller factonies, where
workers are unorganised
and whose retrenchments
we do not hear about,

When a manager of a
large East Rand Com-
pany was asked what he
intended to do about &0
black workers facing
retrenchment at his firm,
he answered, ‘What do
you expect? We can't do
anything. If you think this
15 bad ... the avalanche is

still coming!*

WORKERS’
RESPONSE
RETRENCHMENT

TO

The progressive trade un-
ion movement has
refused to accept that
‘nothing can be done
about retrenchment’. The
Metal and Allied
Waorkers Union (MAWL)
says “these companies did
not retrench to stay in
business but to maintain
high profits’,

They further claim that

It Is very dil

t Tor retrench

Retrenchments - you could be next

companies enjoyed
record profits for some
years due to the efforts of
workers but nothing had
been set aside to keep
workers employed during
recession.

The Council of Unions
of SA (CUSA) at their
national conference
emphasised that
everything should be
done to cut costs before
dismissing workers, and
that special protection
must be given Lo contract
workers.

The South African

o

e

worker to fin
patiently for many days in slight hope of regaining employment.

Allied Workers' Union
(SAAWL), the General
Workers' LUinion (GWL),
the Federation of SA
Trade Unions (FOSATU)
and the Council of
Unions of SA (CUSA)
have all been faced with
the problem of retrench-
ment, and have discussed
strategies of how to fight

it.

Trade Unions
emphasise that all
workers have the right to
work and that the burden
of lower wages must be
shared equally by all

T
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best in their endeavour.

new jobs. They may queue
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workers. Bul the trade
unions are faced with the
combined problem of
building and strengthen-
ing their existing
organisation, while at the
same time protecting
workers against retrench-
ment, which itsell serves
to weaken organisation,

UNION STRATEGIES

TO FIGHT
RETRENCHMENT

Workers’ most effective
weapon 18 in their UNITY
and COLLECTIVE AC-
TION. Workers need to
work out strategies for
dealing with retrench-
ment in their organisa-
tion,

Different trade unions
have put forward sugges-
tions on how they plan to
fight retrenchment. Some
of the alternatives
suggested are:

- Managements must give
factory committees or un-
ions long notice of an in-
tended retrenchment and
provide full information
explaining why a
retrenchment is neces-
sary. The time and infor-
mation allows workers to
think of alternatives to
retrenchment.

- All overtime must be
stopped. The bosses can-
not be retrenching
workers and still have
enough work for over-
time.

- Another alternative to
retrenchment is short-
ume. By working short-
time the number of hours
which all workers work is
reduced, so that the
burden of the lack of
work is shared. In the
motor industry workers
take unpaid leave in cy-
cles, eg. in a flactory in
Cape Town, all workers
are taking 3 months leave
in cycles over two years
to prevent 40 workers be-
ing retrenched.

If retrenchment has to
take place then the trade
unions have suggested the
following guidelines.

- “Last in, first out’ -
workers with the shortest
service be retrenched
first. This prevents the
bosses from getting rid of
older workers who have
given long vears of ser-
vice to the company.

- Workers must receive
severance/redundancy

pay according o the
number of vears they
have served the company.
- The names and addres-
ses of retrenched workers
must be kept by the com-

pany, and they must be
offered jobs first, if the
company decides to re-
employ workers.

- Bosses must use their
contacts in other factories
to find jobs for the
retrenched workers.

- Workers must be made
aware of their ULF rights -
because they have con-
tributed to these benefits.

THE LONG TERM
FIGHT AGAINST
RETRENCHMENT

Workers can fight
retrenchment in different
ways. However it is only
in a society where there
are neither booms and
recessions that workers
can be protected against
retrenchment. During
boom periods, there is
still unemployment, rising
cost of living and wages
are never high enough to
uplift the workers' stan-
dard of living. During
recession this situation
worsens. Thus .neither
booms nor recessions
benefit the workers,

A member of the
General Workers' Union
sad:

‘In a different kind of
society, factories will
always be working
because workers will have
the money to buy the
goods they need, factories
will produce goods that
workers need, and
workers will work shorter
working hours, and have
more lme Lo spend on -
their leisure.’

Workers must be as-
sured of the RIGHT TO
WORK and have a say in
HOW THE ECONOMY
IS RUN and the alloca-
tion of resources.

In our present society
tne government chooses
to spend wvast sums of
money of defence, ad-
ministering influx control,
and propping up
apartheid laws, rather
than on social services
such as education, hous-
ing, health and transport.

In our present situation
of high unemployment
the government could
spend more on job crea-
tion schemes, shortening
the working week, and
less on machinery and
maore on people.

Workers today face
many problems. But it is
only by UNITING,
ORGANISING and
forming STRONG
WORKER ORGANISA-
TIONS that workers will
be able to meet the
challenge facing them.
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