THE VOICE OF THE COMMUNITY

Pen Kotze, the Minister of Community Develop-

ment, recently announced a new housing policy
affecting the “Indian™ and "Coloured” people.

He said the govemn-
ment's task for provid-
ing housing in Group
Areas WES almaost
concluded. Houses will
be built only for those
earning less than R1560
a month. In future the
responsibility for the
provision of housing
will lie with the indivi-
dual and with private
enterprisa,

Kotze made matters
worse when he visited
Actonville, Benoni for a
meeting with the town’s
Housing Committee to
discuss the rezoning of
Dawn Park which s
close to Actonville. He
bluntly informed the
Housing  Committee,
who is represented on
the Management Com-
mittee, that Dawn Park
will remain a “white
area.”

There is an acute hous-
ing shortage in Acton-
ville because of the
Group Areas  Act.
Actonville, which was
designed to  house
12 000 people is now
believed to have a
population of about
25 D00.

The area is overcrowd-
ed and many people are
forced to live in garages
and outbuildings. In
addition, people who
live in council flats
experience many prob-
lemns and are forced to
pay high rentals. With
Pen Kotze's statements,
there is now no prospect
of relief.

His announcement
sparked off an angry
reaction from the |ocal
community. Dr lsmail
Cachalia, Vice-Chair-
person of the Transvaal
Anti-5SAIC Committes
(TASC) and a Ilocal
resident, said that the
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announcement was "an
indication of the con-
tempt in which the
Minister held the Acton-
ville Community.” He
deplored "'the attempt
by the state to shift the
burden for the prowvis-
ion of housing onto
already depressed com-
munities."”

“It is the responsibility
of the state to provide
decent and secure hous-
ing for all its citizens at
rates that they can
afford,” he said. Blam-
ing the apartheid system
for the housing short-
age, Dr Cachalia said
that the demand for
housing is inseperably
linked to the struggle
for a democratic South
Africa because the pre-
sent  government  is
incapable of providing
for basic needs.

Soweto residents are
angry because of the
high rates they have to

pay for electricity. Some

people have been charg-
ed upto R400,00 for
glectricity.

The service is also not
satisfactory. Often there
are power cuts. ln areas
where electricity is still
being installed, there
are deep trenches lining
the road. These are
dangerous, five people
have already died afier
falling in the trenches,

In

tion said

A “"home’’ for 25 people in Actonville

those areas where
cables have
been laid thu. Process
will have to be redone
because of the ‘Improp-
er laying of cables’.

A spokesperson for the
Soweto Civic Associa-
“"Residents
feel that the government
introduced
to pacify people, 1t was
a propaganda exercise
to impress some people
inside and outside the
country. Most residents
cannot afford electrici-

POLIO:

already

Recently the “Mayor of
Soweto” Thebehali re-
ceived a house costing
R150 000.*

“People wonder wheth-
er the money from high
electricity
high rents is used to
Community
Councillors™

spOKESPErsOn.

The Minister
aperation and Develop-
Koarnhof

glectricity
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recently announced a
‘New Deal’ for urban
blacks. This is seen as
an attempt 1o give great-
er powers and credibili-
ty to Community
Councils.

“The Community
Council has no crede-
hility. Mo wonder elec-
tions for the Council
are being postponed for
another vear. The
government realises
that the people do not
respect the council and
so  the government is
planning to give them
more powers. However,
we will never accept
Community Councils,
We want democratic
bodies and you cannot
get democratic bodies
in @ fundamentally un-
democratic society ™
said the spokesperson
for the Civic Associa-
tion.

LENRSIA
FAMILIES

EVICTED

PALE 8

Miignisy, P9R2

Price

IN BRIEF

* About 7 rd Johannesburg
t 700 wnrhtah Council on August 18.
The petition, signed b
600 Westbury resi
s dents, rejected a C
proposal that the old
houses in the townshp
be sold to residents.

employed
warahouse of the

nasburg were dism
sed this month after
fusing to return

started on August 1
wage :ge:':'na * A fifth person died
and a call for recogni-{after falling in a trenchi
tion of shop stewards;in Soweto this month.
the Commercial!No precautions have
and Allied yet been taken to avoid
Union further deaths.
(Ccawusa). OK's ma- -
nagement sard i1 w
willing to discuss thei
demands only if tha
returned t

The Actonville Resi-
dents’ Action Commit-
tee (Arac) is conduct-
ing a survey of resi-
incomes. This
sUrvey is in response t

their jobs

te (Wrac) handed
petition 1o the housin
department
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Alfred J.""Chiet” Mdind-
wa has been unemploy-
ed for eighteen months.
For many this i5 not
unusual, But Chief 15 a
fired Wilson Rowntree
WOrker,

He is no newcomer to
factory work. He is also

no  stranger to the
struggle for workers'
rights,

From 1951 he worked
at the Meat Board for
gight wvears. He was
fired because he wanted
the bosses to pay the
workers for their over.
time,

Experience has taught
Chief that the only way
workers conditions can
improve, 5 by acting
together in trade unions,

Chief is an organiser for
the

Wilsan Rowntres

A lired ‘i‘l- IIM-'-n K II-’II.':. ook

PLIGHT OF DISMISSED
ROWNTREE WORKERS

workers commities and
for the South African
Allied Warkers Umon
[SALWL].

Five hundred workers
were fired from the
Wilson Rowntree fac-
tory in East London,
where Chief worked.
They refused to work
because three fellow
wiorkers had been dis-
missed. These workers
are still on strike today.

After they were fired
from the Wilsan Rown-
tree factory in February
1981, they called for a
boycott of all Wilson
Rowntree products,

The situation 15 nol
gasy for these workers.
Like many, Chief faces
the uncertainty of not
knowing if he will have
enough money to feed
his family or keep his

children at zchool. He
will also lose his house
it his rent payments fall
too far behind,

Some workers try 1o
find casual jobs in the
harbour, But many go
home empty-handed.

“Jobs are scarce in East
London,' says Chief,

“Employers look at the
reference ook, and see
Wilson Rowntree. They
say ‘sorry, no job's-
even if there is work."”
Saawu uses some of its
funds to help the work-
ers. Fellow workers give
up to five rand a month
to help the unemployed,

"They know that there
15 no alternative,” says
Chief, “They have a
strang feeling of soli-
darity faor ther fellow
workers, who are
stranded and penniless.”
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FLAT DWELLERS
FORM
ORGANISATION

Flat dwellers in Acton-
ville, Benoni  have
received notice of a

problems could be tack- head the stuggle against
led. Each floor elected high rents,

3 representative, ARAC is to conduct a

P‘D“'hlﬂ r“"“"““’l a5E a3 EE E*E‘ﬁﬂi!ﬁﬁ $uFHE; to be used in a

h'-'""-‘““’ by high rents, o ivvas A representative the grievances “of flat

tenants  decided that ;4 ot through his  dwellers,

some form of action be reqular  contact  with

taken. tenants, "EVEry PErSON  The chairperson of
Tenants in Lahore, '¢ @Dle to be an active  apae My i

Aloe and Primrose member of the flat  pogo0n  said that a

Court organised  flat committes. basis for unity has been

meetings on every floor,
At these meetings, pro-  a
blems common to all
flat dwellers were dis-
cussed and suggestions
were made on how the

created. “We must now
ENCOUrage A | U
participation of all flat
dwellers in order to
achieve any wictory,”
he said,

Realising the need for

strong organisation,
temants formed an ad-
hoc committee, the
Actonville Rents Action
Committee (ARAC], to
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STUDENTS PLAN
EDUCATION
CHARTER

come together 1o dis-
cuss wwhat relevant and
democratic  education
should be like, The
education charter cam:
paign wetl hring peopie

together,” N said,
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Another
death in

detention

The death in detention

demed country -wide
this monthn.

Mr, Dipale was found
hanging by a strip of
blanket on August 8 in
his cell at John Yoster
Square. He was the 53rd
detainee to die indeten-
tion,

His death comes shortly
after  South African
Allied Workers” Union
oificial Mr Eric Mnton-

ga was adrmitted to the
Johannesbury  Hospital
after apparently taking
a drug overdose,

Hen lsg being hal

. -
11 John Vorster Souare

gl tamily s

A 1 Mr Graham
BEETAL f & attesminst
had also beers made to
kill Mr Dipale on August

2 twear days before he
was detaned

The Detainees” Parents
Support Committes
held a protest meeting
on August 11, Among
the speakers were Mrs
Jill Berger, sister of Dr
Meil Aggett who died in
detention on February

5.

Mr Dipale was buried
on August 14, The tradi-
tignal might wvigil and
feasting was not held,
and a Johannesburg
magistrate placed sever-
al restrictiont: on the
funeral,

More than 500 peopie
attended the funeral,
and ignored the restric-
T1ans not j1s] ﬁull'lg
political songs and rais-
ed clenched fists in
defiance,
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President’s Council
proposals rejected

More than-1 500 people
unanimously passed a
resolution rejecting the
proposals of the Presi-
dent's Council at an
Anti-South African
Indian Council meeting
in Lenasia this month.

“The PC has been pro-
jected as an instrument
of reform_ which is
supposed to bring about
meaningful change for
the eploured and Indian
people.' said Anti-SAIC
Committee  chairman
Dr Essop Jassat,

“It is however mathing
more than an attempt
1o create the impression
that the Botha Govern-
ment is interested in
bringing about real
change.”

“The wvast majority of
the country's people
have been ignored.
Homelands are provided
for the African people.
The proposals ire thus
merely a sophisticated
form of divide-and-rule
tactics.”

Dr Jassat said the PC
was an undembcratic
body because  the
people serving on it
were hand-picked and
represented only them-
selves,

“Another reason why
we reject the PC propo-
sals is  because it
provides for a State
President with dictator-
1al - powers,” he said,
“Political power will be

removed from parlia-
meEnt.”

“The eaxecutive presi-
dent will select the

Prime Minister and his
Cabinet. This is dictator-
ship as | see it."

The PC also recom-
mends that each
residential area has its
own local councils.
“Thase councils will
have no real power,”
said Dr Jassat., “"They
will deal only with
admimistration,

“This means we hawe 1o
solve the many prob-

lerms which we are not
responsible for inm the
first place, It also diverts
responsibility for hous-
ing from the central
government.”

He attacked the PC's
proposals for retaining
the Group Areas Act.
“It does not reject the
principles  of compul-
sory segregation,” - he
said,

“The Group Areas Act
i5 the very cornerstone
of the policy of apart-
heid. Instead the pro-

pozals recommend a
Group Breas At
Board.™

Dr Jassat said the limita
tions of the proposals
were thus clear: "It is
proposing nothing more
than -a powerless and
gthnic parliament,”™

He said the demands of
the people were ‘made
known long ago by the
Freedom Charter drawn
up in 1955 in Kliptown
at the Congress of the
People.

Part of the crowd at the Anti-SAIC meeting

Victory for
Woolworth's Workers

The weekdong strike by
300 black workers at
Woolworths stores in
Johannesburg this
month ended in victory
for the Commercial,
Catering and Allied
Workers” Union

(C cawusa).
The workers had de-
manded a minimum

increase of RS0 a month
— an increase of 22,7
parcent for the lowest-
paid worker.

“We had also demanded
the removal of a senior
official at the com-
pany's City Deep ware-
house,” said Mr Sello

Mthembu, an official of
Crawusa.

“Woolworths initially
told us that all the
strikers had been fired
and that they would
have to reapply for their
jobs. During the nego-
tiations, however, they
agreed to reinstate theé
workers uncondition-
ally."

Mr Mthembu also said
the company told them
it was not opposed to
recognising  Ccawusa,
“We then dropped our
demand for the removal
of the official, and
accepted their offer of

1.
a R40 increase,” he said. ?

“We regard it as a vie-
tory for the workers, It
shows the power of the
workers if they stand
together.”

All the strikers will be
paid for the first three
days of the strike,
Workers earning up to
R300 a month will
receiveé an increase of
R40 as from the begin-
ning of September.
Those earning R300
and upwards will receive
an increase of 125
percent on the same
date.
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Western
Residents
angry at CMC
decision

Dr Jassat said the de-
mands wearg:

*a national convention:

* the release of all politi-
cal prisoners, _the
réeturn of exiles, and
the unbanning of
people and organisa-
tions;

*universal framchise in
a single parliament;

*decent housing for all;

*the right to live where
we please;

*free, non-racial and
relevant education:
and

*equitable land distri-
bution.

Dr Jassat said the PC's
proposals do not even
meet these mimmum
demands.

el

Children in Western slums

Western

Residents of

other CMC members,

Township are
over the proposals by
the Coloured Manage-
ment Committee (CMC)

angry

which  recommended
that the City Council
should stop building
new houses in Western

Township.

Instead the old slum
houses should be sold
to the people, When the
present residents moved
into the houses of the
then Western Mative
Township, they were
already in a poor state,
The residents were told
they would only have
to live in them tempor-
arily, Howewver, they
have now been living
under slum conditions
for more than twenty
Years.

Only one person on the
CMC, Mr  Speedy
Bandes, is from Western
Township.  Residents
said it was wrong for

S

; oricles # !-&l:l!-iﬂn o u" g

who live comfortably
outside  Western, to

have made such an
important decision for
thiemnm,

“These people are sell-
ing our lives," said one
resident. Another resi-

and his supporters could
afford to’ buy and im-
prove  their houses,
“What about the people
who do not have the
money 7 Must the poor
continue . to  suffer?
Surely they also have
the right to decent
housing,” she said,

Three months ago West-
ern Resident’s Action
Committee (WRAC)
conducted a survey in
the township. 76% of
those interviewed said
that they wanted new
homes,

“|t is clear that the
majority of people do
not agree with the CMC

proposals,” a WRAC
spokesperson said.

The WRAC has arranged
house meetings in the
area over the past few
weeks, All those who
attended meetings agre-
ad that a petition be

houses be halted wntil
the people n Westérn
have been consulted.
The petition is to be
taken to those people
who did not attend
meetings.

WRAC is planning to
present the petition to
the Johannesburg City
Council as soon a8
possible. A mass meet:
ing will then be called
up to report on the
response of the Council

WRAC in the meantime
continues its house
meetings at which stree?
représentatives are being
elected.
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THE MINES

Migrant workers live in appalling conditions in mine compounds

F.R.A. tackles

community

problems

The Lenasia commun-
ity is affected by many
problems, As in other
Group Area Townships,

housing is a serious
problem, and the lack
of essential facilities

and amenities
countered daily.

15 En-

These problems are
most serious in the
newer extensions. Child-
ren have to walk long
distances to school.
Shopping and recrea-
tional facilities do not
exist and rents contin-
uvally seem to be rising.
People in these areas
have therefore formed
Residents Associations
to confront their pro-
blems. Early last year
the associations joined
to form the Federation
of Residents Associa-
tion (F.R.A.) Amember
of the Thomsville Resi-
dents Association,
which waged a success-
ful struggle for housing,
explained why; "“"We
saw that many problems
Were common 1o people
in other areas and we
knew that by coming
together we would be
stronger.” -

One of the problems
tackled under the lead-
ership of F.R.A. was
the increase in bus fares
and the bad quality of
the transport service,
Together  with  the
ANTI-SAIC Committee,
the F.R.A. held meet-
ings to discuss the issue
with commuters. A
petition was drawn up
which demanded the
Director of the bus
servicé agree fo meet
COMMmMUNItY representa-
tives, The Director made
certain concessions at
the meeting. He pro-
mised not to increase
bus fares for the next 3
years, The F.R.A. would
in future be consulted
on matters affecting
people who travel by
bus.

People in the extension
10 area now have buses
which operate directly
to Johannesburg. They
see the granting of such
concessions as a direct
result of the campaign
the F.R.A. waged.

The F.R.A. continues
to closely watch the
bus service, and infor-

mation is being collect-
ed to present to the
authorities, People be-
lieve the government
should subsidise an
efficient bus service,
because they moved
people over 30 km
from work.

A spokesman for the
F.R.A. explained that
the F.R.A. was com
mitted to building the

unity of the com-
munity. .
“Each affiliate is pre-
sently strenghtening

itself by encouraging
maximum participation
from people.”

He explained that the
F.R.A. was not a charit-
able organisation which
pretended it could take
on all the problems of
Lenasia and solve it for
the people. Rather it is
an organisation of the
people, stressing the
need for people to in-
volve themselves in
salving their own prob-
lems,

“Besides being demo-
cratic, it is the only
way our problems can
be effectively resolved,"”
he said.

UNREST ON

Approximately 70 000
miners were involved in
strikes and unrest which
broke out following low
pay increases offered to
Black mine workers, In
suppressing the unrest,
10 miners died, many
others were injured and

thousands of workers
WErE dismissed as
“agitators.”’

The unrest began when
workers were asked to
accept a pay increase of
127% which was lower
than the rate of infla-
tion., In other words
they were being asked
to accept a drop in the
value of therr wages.
The new  minimum
starting wages which
the bosses offered, were
R129 per month for
underground workers
and R100 per month
for surface workers. Not
surprisingly, the workers
rafused to work, Gold

Fields [GFSA) and
General mining were
the hardest hit by

waorker action.

Mines have always been
a centre for worker
dissatisfaction. The larg-
est organised strike by
Black miners occured in
1946 over the question
of wages. On that occa-
sion the workers were
forced to return to
work at gunpoint and
their union was crushed.
In the early 70, there
was much unrest on tha

Actonville residents

oppose high rates

Residents expressed
their anger at wunfair
and arbitrary increase
in their electricity
accounts at a meeting
called on August 9 by
the Actonville Rents®
Action Committee
{ARAC).

The electricity accounts
were increased by 50
percent and even as
much as 200 percent
for July in Extensions 1
and 2 in Actonville.

Mr A Sumsook, a resi-
dent of Ext. 1 also
complained that noprior
notice of the increases
had been sent to resi-
dents,

Mr Vicky Padotan,
chairperson of ARAC,
said: “We must organise
ourselves so that we can

have a representative
voice. An organisation
must wvoice the real

grievances of the people.

“When the water supply
was cut off during the
mornings at Lahore
Court, the flat commit-
tee made a representa-
tion to the town council
and it was rectified.”

“The council can refuse
to listen to or ignore an

individual but certainly
it cannot ignore
hundreds of people.”

Mr Padotan said that
the council seems to be
in the process of raising
money, ‘“‘They cannot
claim the money will be
used for the new street
lights they have install-

ed,” he said.

"We want to know
what the money will be
used for.”

The organising secre-
tary of ARAC then out-
lined the problems
facing residents living in
State-owned flats and
the  history of flat
committees and ARAC.

“The council’s response
to our problems clearly
illustrate the inability
and unwillingness to
deal with our prob-
lems,” he said, He then
read out the aims and
objectives of ARAC.

The 260 people present
elected a six person Ad-
hoc Residents” Commit-
tee that would work
with ARAC in investi-
gating the electricity
increases and represent
the views of residents in
Extensions 1 and 2.

mines. Workers succeed-
ed in winning some
wage increases and
improvements in their
living conditions, but
these victories were
won at great costs. At
least 100 miners are
believed to have died
during this period. The
worst incident was at
Carletonville in 1973
where 12 miners were
shot dead.

The latest unrest shows
that despite the respon-
85 to their legitimate
grievances, workers have
not stopped struggling.

What are the main
grievances the
workers?

The wages which black
miners receive are far
lower than in industry.

Most Miners  earn
around R200 per
maonth.

They are forced to

accept these wages for
axtremaly heavy and
dangerous work., The
heat 15 exhausting and
the ‘work is  hard.
Deaths and injuries
from rockbursts are
COMMmon,

Workers oppose fthe
discrimination which
leads to white miners
earning six or seven
times the wages of
black miners.

Workers are against
the long hours they
have to work. Black
miners are sent under-
ground first and
brought up last. “If it
takes you 10 hours
from start to finish,
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you are lucky!" said a
miner. “"No overtime
is paid if you are kept
underground longer.”

98% of the workers
are forced to live in
hostels which  are
heavily controlled. Up
to 20 men live in a
typical hostel room.
“Zulus™ might live in
ong FoOOm while
“¥hosas” in another.

The workers are again-
st the whole contract
labour system which
means they cannot
live with their families.
Visiting wives are kept
out by tight control at
compound entrances,

The ather side of miners
grievances are the high
profits made by muning
COMpanies, Workers
saw few benefits
when the gold price was
shooting wp to  the
51000 an ounce mark
Mow, with the drop n
the gold price, miners
are expected to '"tight-
en their belts,”” A young
worker asked if the
bosses were tightening
their belts”? In the last
vear alone Gold Fields
made a profit of RGO2
million after-tax!

VR

“The miners have under-
stood that everthing is a
struggle,”” the worker
continued, “To get
higher wages is a struggle
and to improve condi-
tions is a struggle, Mine
workers have shown
that they are prepared
to struggle despite being
blacklisted or facing
death. As such they are
an example to every-
DHE.”
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ReS|dents hit out at
slum conditions

Two years ago Kliptown
was declared an indus-
trial area, Many resi-
derts in the area Wwers
relocated in what is
called the “New Nance-
field Complex™.

The area was built for
pensionars, but because
of the pressing need to
get people out of Klip-
town many large fami-
lies were sent to this
area, The conditions in
this “new area” fall far
short of the peoples’
housing needs. It is not
fit for pensioners let
alone large families. A
pensioner complained,
“"Hulle haal ons uit een
slum, en sit ons in 'n
ander slum. Ons het
bygedra tot die opbou
van hierdie land, nou
" moet ons ons laaste jare
in duisternis eindig.”

There are no lights, no
hot water, no street
no post-boxes;
people are not allowed
to put fen-l:ei around

Tel. B38-1502

for pierre cardin
and bally shoes

their yards and when
the drainage pipes are
clocked, they have to
wait days before these
are repaired.

The lack of lighting in
the area has resulted in
a high crime rate, The
residents of New Mance-
field are not prepared
to accept the bad con-
dition: under which
they are forced to live.
They decided to form a
Resident Association to
express the grievances
of the people, In a
memorandum and peti-
tion to the Department
of Community Develop-
ment, they stated:

“Ons die onderge-
tekendes, inwonars
van die "New Nance-
field Complex” glo
dat dit 'n menslike reg
is om te verkies waar
om te woon en dat
alle gesinne, die reg

het tot ordentlike
behuising.” -

, Tramhhk.e huuses in Hanl:ef eld

shops=-Cl144-N54-5239
oriental plaza

fordsburg ,johannesburg

A member of the
Residents’ Association
said that:

“fAgs pensioners and
working people, we
are the wvictims of a
society which is not
worried about seeing
to the needs of the
majority of the people,
but is concerned with
giving benefits and
privileges to a small
seetion of the people.”

Working people have no
choice but to live In
overcrowded and slum
conditions because of
low wages and the
Group Areas Act.

Many of the demands
of the residents have
not yet been met. So
far they have only
succeeded in making
the authorities put
street-lights in the area.
But they are determined
to stand together and
fight for their rights.

i
-

sl The majority of people

SURTEES
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POLIO kills 45 children

Over the last few
months there have been
over 43 deaths from
polio, and over 250
children admitted to
hospitals with paralysis
from polio.

Polio affects children
but sometimes it can
affect adults. The infec-
tion gets into the body
from the mouth. It is
spread from the faeces
of people, who have the
disease which is whv.r
spraading is so rapid in
areas without u:-ilut
facilities.

Once the disease has
entered the body there

is no medicine to cure
who are infected have it.

Polio is an infection
which affects the ner-
VOus system and resls
in paraylsis or death.
However not all people
who are infected be-
come paralysed or die.

DRY CLEANERS

& MENS
OUTFITTERS

30b Bree Street
Fordsburg

Johannesburg
Tel.B386423

CORRIE
FISH &
CHIPS

For

TAKE-AWAY
FOODS

155 CALEDON STREET
CORONATIONVILLE
Tel. 27-3875 .

only flu-like symptoms. However, polio can be
prevented. It could be

wiped out through ade-
gquate immunisation,

Polio, like measles and
TB can be prevented by
giving immunisation to
children. The polio vac-

-cine (immunisation) is

vary effective and safe
to wse. It is not pain-
ful, People who have
had all their vaccines

almost never get infect-
ed,

The other way to pre-
vent polio and other
diseases like TB and
malnutrition is by pro-
iding better " facilities.

Mothers
identify -the poor living

themsalves

conditions as the cause
of polio. One mother
said “The clinics are
too far away,_and there
are no transport facili-
ties to the clinic.” She
therefore could not
immunise her children.

The incidence of diseas-
es like Polio, Cholera
and other diseases like
TB and malnutrition is
very high in the rural
black areas and the
homelands while it is
very low or totally non-
gxistent in “the wurban
white areas, where the
living conditions are
much better,

Clinic in
Reiger Park

The Reiger Park Rate-
payers and Tenants
Aszspciation have form-
ed an advice climic to
assist  residents  with
legal problems.

The clinic, which has
been operating since
last MNovember, has
already won several
cases in court. "“"Qur
main problem at the
moment is that we do
not have an offica”
eaid Mr George Du
Plessis, the association’s
secretary.

Mr Du Plessis said if a
problem requires pro-
fessional attention, it is
referred to the Legal
Resourcas Centre or to
Legal Aid in Johannes-
burg.

“Hire purchase pro-
blems, unemployment
and pension problems,
third party and insur-
ance claims, and -rent
problems are among the
most common Ccom-
plaints,” he said. “There
are’ cases where furni-
ture is repossed without

a court aorder."”

“We want to stop this.
Residents have certain
legal rights which they
have been unaware of
for oo long. Furniture
dealers and other Busi-
nesses take advantage
of them,"

The Reiger Park clinic
meets every fortnight
with members of advice
clinics from  Zola,
Moordgesig, Eldorado
Park and Soweto. At
these meetings lectures
are given on intariew-
ing and processing of
files.

Mr Du Plessis said they
are planning to have a
clinic which can operate
the whole day through-
out the week. He
appealed to the com-
munity, -especially the
vouth, to bcome involv-
ed in the clinic,

“We are-hoping to play
a vital part in the
community once we
have an office,” he said.
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15 FAMILIES EVICTED IN LENASIA

Angry  residents of
Thomsville,  Lenasia,
have protested against
the eviction of 15 famil-
ies by the Department
of Comnmunity Develop-
ment. The families were
evicted from houses
that are to be renovated.

Department  officials
and a member of the
Lenasia  Management
Committee, Dennis Pil-
lay, said the residents
were living in the area
“illegally ™.

Last year the Thomsville
Residents Association
(TRA) successfully
struggled for decent
homes. They demanded
that the Thomsville
slum be cleared and
that the area be reno-
vated for pensioners.

Most families were given
new homes after the
TRA campaign. The
people who were not
given new homes, con-
tinued to live in the
slum,

The Department then
began breaking down
the old houses for reno-
vation. The fifteen
families evicted on
August 12 were living
in these houses.

A resident asked how
they could be living in
Thomsville iHegally
when many of them
were born there. “Don’t

we have a right to

homes?" she asked,

Most of the residents
have lived in Lenasia
for more than fifteen
years. Some residents
felt they were “tricked
by certain people” and
made to believe that
they would be given
homes.

Dr. R.AM. Saloojee,

chairperson of the Fed-
sration of Residents’

papers

made to order.

ville residents.

LENASIA 1820

Stockists of commercial and
scholastic stationery,school
text books,guidelines and
study aid notes,past exam

We stock a large variety
of toys,records,tapes,
and greeting cards.
Photocopies made while
you wait. Rubber stamps

Associations (FRA) —
umbrella body on which
the TRA is represented
— explained that a lot
of corruption seemed
to have taken place.
“We intend uncowvering
and exposing this,” he
said,

A spokesperson for the
TRA said their demands
were not only for the
evicted families.

“The Department is
moving families into
the small renovated
homes. Some of these
people are paying rents
for their one-bedroom
houses which is more
than what they would
pay for three-bedroom
houses,” he said.

“The Department of ,
Community Develop- -

ment is recreating a
slum. We demand de-
cent homes at rents we
can afford.”

An elderly woman com-
plained that she had
been told to share a
renovated home with
another PENSIONEr,
There are two holes on
either side of her house,
The Department s
building on both sides.

Mr Sadha WVeeran, a
former chairperson of
TRA, explained her
plight; “At night she
has to place newspapers
over the holes to keep
out the wind. What
right does the Depart-
ment have to do this™"

In the meantime, the
evicted families have
temporary accommoda-
tions in the area. Their
fate is uncertain.

Residents are now in
fear of being evicted a
sacond time, The FRA
has called on all people
to support the Thoms-

Tel. 852-2618
Box 537
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presenting petition in
1956

Meetings to commemo

Day were held all ove
the country.

August ninth is Nationa
Womens Day. On Au
gust 9 1956, 20,000
women of all races,
from all parts of the
country marched to the
Union Buildings in Pre-
toria to protest against
the externsion of pa

to  African women.
Amongst the huge dele-
pgation were Lilian Ngoyi
and Helen Joseph,

Women’s Day
commemorated

Federation  womenl] PP EUCA—

rate Mational Womeng

A protest last year by Thomsville residents

Youth hold
health
seminar

Adrican Studies Journal
subscribe to this quarterly
journal which seeks to make
avaitable the latest analytic
and research !
articles on S.A. |
society. Recent //
topics include /s
‘Townships’, /-
‘Black Eduction™ .
and ‘Labour’.

Available at RS for 4 editions.
(R12 for Institutions) Prices

" For further iniormation write lo:

Africa Perspective, Editorial Collective
P.O. Box 32287, Braamioniein 2017,

The need for commun-
ity involvement around
health issues was stress-
ed at a seminar held by
the Lenasia Youth
League on 21 August.

Several speakers related
health to broader econo-
mic and political factors
in South Africa,

The most commaon dis-
eases are cawsed by

poor  sOC0-8CONOMIC
conditions, Poverty and
inadequate housing fac-
ilities do not only cause
physical illnesses like
TB, cholera and malnu-
trition, but also alcholl-
ism and delinquency,
which are social
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diseases. In order to
improve health, it is
necessary to improve
living conditions as well,

The need to invoive
residents in screening
programmes, where
several residents could
acquire basic knowledge
on how to detect cer-

emphasized by
speakers.

It was therefore sug-
gested that a health
monitoring group be
formed in order to pub-

licise and take up health-
related issues in the.
community.
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