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survive
the hlgh

prices’

RECENT price in-
creases has I‘H.Istd
sharp concern over the
general rise in the cost
of living and its effect
on the vast majority of
the people.

Al a time when most
people are already suf-
fering tremendous
hardship and are
struggling to survive,
the Increases come as a
crippling blow.

Mrs. Albertina
Sisulu, President of the
United Democratic
Front. asked how peo-
ple could be expected
to live

‘How can we live
when everything goes
up yet salaries remain
the same”

She said nobody —
especially oppressed
blacks— was happy at
the increases.

Items affected by in-
creases include basic
foods, transport,
petrol. General Sales
Tax, water and hospital
fees.

Community and
worker leaders slam-
med this further attack
on the living standards
of people.

Six unions sent an
open letter to the
Minister of Finance

demanding GS1 for all
foodstulfls and basic
necesities to be scrap-
ped.

“The decision to in-
crease GS1° was made
with no regard for its
effects on ordinary
people." the umions
said.

They said the in-
Ccreases represent a
substantial cut in in-
come for the working
class and poor who
have to spend most of
their income on neces-
sities.

The Metal and Allied
Workers Union said
workers' real standard
of living has dropped
more and more with
inflation, unemploy-
ment and the loss of
agricultural land.

Mrs. Sahabodien, a
housewife in Lenasia,
said it was becoming
impossible to survive,

*You can't keep up
with one man’s wages.
I'he money just comes
and it goes,’ she said.

Mrs. Mthombothi, a
working mother from
l'embisa said she had
to work for the family
to make ends meet.

But she was upset at

what she had to pay in
tax under the new tax

laws.,

“They used to tax me
R17 before.' she said.
‘Now R51 is taken out”.

‘I thought they were
cheating me. It's even
better if you are
divorced.”

A spokesperson for
the Soweto Civic As-
sociation said the in-
creases. pul together
with high rents and ser-
vice charges, high
prices for school un-
iforms and high school
fees. unemployment
and low wages will in-
evitably lead to con-
flict.

The increases are

also seen as meaning
more than just having
t0 pay more.
®High food prices
mean people eat less
and do not eat enough
of the right foods.
@Not eating good food
does not allow people
lo stay healthy.
@®High transport costs
will make things very
difficult for most peo-
ple. Many more people
would walk. This is not
good especially for old
and sick people. Peo-
ple who have families
in the rural areas will
not be able to travel
home as often.
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For this construction worker the high price of food actually means

@ lransport costs
would raise other costs
like coal. This would
bring increased
hardships to people as
winter nears.

® I'he doubling of
hospital fees might
force people to go to
hospitals only when
they are very sick. By
that time it could be
too late for them to be
helped.

®GST affects the

having to eat less.

poorest most. 7 per-
cent takes out more of
a pension or a small
wage than a bigger
wage.

It is becoming clear
in communities that
while the Government
cuts back expenditure
on essentials like bread
and housing, it is in-
creasing expenditure
on the military, police
and Apartheid
bureaucracy.

‘Clearly the people

are being made to pay’,
a resident of
Noordgesig said.

“The money needed
to work the new con-
stitution, pay the
salaries of three times
as many MP's, and
used by the Depart-
ment of Community
Development for
removals is coming
from us.’

“T'hey talk of change
for the better — what
change? ' he asked.

"THE Alexandra

Alex
signs
Putco
petition

Com-
muters’ Committee has
already collected more
than 10 (N0 signatures for
a petition against the
Puteo bos service.

The petition follows a
month long boycott of
Putco buses by Alex-
andra commuters when
fares were increased in
Januvary.

The petition drive,
launched at a mass
meeting of 500 people last
month, is being carried
out door fo door, at bus
stops and on the buses.

Commuters’ grievances
against the bus service in-
clude:

@The high bus fares.
@Untidy, dirty and leak-
ing buses.
®Careless
driving.
#lack of toilets in
Wynberg, and uncared
for ones at Tth Avenue.
@lnflexible season
tickets.

A member of the Com-
muter's Commitiee said
the petition was impor-
tant.

‘Putco has indicated it
is willling to consider our
Erievances. “We will
make them consider our
grievances much more
seriously if they cam see
that very many people are
dissatisfied.

He said it would also
show that the committeee
had the support of the
community amnd the
legitimate right to repre-
sent the community on
this issue.

Another member of the
committee said a few peo-
ple had been intimidated
by recent police action
and were scared to sign
the petition.

“The petition is lawful
and there is nothing to be
afraid of," she said.

* 10 D00 people have
already signed. There is
nothing which can be
done to them.'

The petition is to be
presented to Putco im
May.
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Council -.trias to take over burial society

Residents defend their organisation

COMMUNITY coun-
cillors in Katlehong are
making things difficul
for residents who want o
build their own organisa-
tions to take up problems
in the township.

A Burial Society form-
ed by residents early last
year has since its forma-
tion been interfered with
by the councillors.

Challenged

Counzillors tried to
stop the first mass
meeting called 1o form
the Burial Society. They
said the organisers had no
right to hold the meeting
on open ground,

But residents stood
firm and the meeting
went on. They challeng-
ed the councillors to call
the police as they had
done a few weeks before

at another meeting. A
month before elections
for the new town coun-
cils, a former chairperson
of the Burial Society and
a money collector stood
for elections.

““They realised the
Burial Society has
credibility with the people
and tried to use it to build
A community council,"
one resident said.

Residents again
defended their
democratic organisation
and told the council can-
didates to call their own
meetings.

The Burial Society was
then told not to have any
meetings before the elec-
fions because it was
against the law which had
been passed in Pretoria.
Residents resisted and
went ahead with an open
air mass meeting.

The councillors began
spreading stories that the
society was illegal and
that anyone collecting
money in the name of
that organisation was a
Yeriminal'’,

Collectors' wives were
secretly visited and told
their husbands would get
into trouble if they work-
ed with the organisation.

Finally at a meeting

with some of their sup-
porters, the councillors
took a resolution saving
the Burial Society did not
exist. All collection books
were (o be handed in and
a new collection system
under community council
control was adopted.
For residents, the
councillors actions prove
they are doing the work
of the Government and
that they will try to stop
democratic organisations

developing in he
townships.
Democratic

The Burial Society was
formed to meet a par-
ticular need of residents
and it is run in a
democratic way.

The people themselves
control the organisation.
They do its work and
they direct it.

The idea to form a
democratic burial society
which will not rob peo-
ple, came out of house
meetings, held to discuss
other problems residents
face in the township. Pro-
blems like stagnant
sewerage water, high
rents, the school shor-
tage, and no electricity.

Residents realised that
only by standing together
and helping each other,
could their problems be

properly taken up.

The Burial Society is
one way in  which
residents are helping each
other.

**The establishment of
such a burial society
which can help to bind
Our community is seen as
a threat by the communi-
ty councillors,” a resident
said.

They will use all kinds
of tactics to try and stop
the growth of the
democratic organisations
in our township,' he
sand.

**In this way they hope
to keep control over our
people.'’

But he said the coun-
cillors actions only made
more people see the need
for democratic
Organisations.

**Like an independent
worker-tenant association

which is controlled and
run by the people and
which encourages their
maximum participa-
tion,"" he said.
“Without swuch an
organisation the oppor-
tunistic manouvers of the
councillors  will go
unchallenged.”’

Promises

He said the Katlehong
Community Council ex-
ploited the situation in
which the working class
found itself.

“*They have created an
organisation called the
Katlehong People's
Association and charge
people a membership
fee.""

“They promise
residents all soris of
things if they join, like
not being evicted if they

have not paid the rent, or
allowing family members
whao don’t qualify to be in
an urban area 1o live in
the house.™

Al a recent meeting of
the Burial Society,
residents decided to:

® demand the Com-
munity Council stop in-
terfering in the people’s
organisation.

® reject the council®s
resolution

& comtinue the work of
the organisation as before
® call a meeting of all
residents to clear up the
confusion caused by the
councillors.

And as the work ol the
Burial Society turns into
a struggle against the
community councils
system, residents show
the: are determined to
protect the organisations
ney painfully build.

Students
reject

prefect
system

THE demand for
democratic Students
Representative Councils
(SRC) is growing in Tem-
bisa schools.

‘Students in Tembisa
reject the dummy prefect
system,"” one student
said.

“We demand an SRC
which will bring unity
among students and
create understanding bet-
ween “students and
teachers."

He said principals with
the assistance of the
Department of Education
and Training was ignor-
ing student grievances
and demands.

"They are causing divi-
sion among students and
teachers by introducing
the prefect system.
Prefects also carry
weapons at school and
this is ignored by the ad-
ministration,” he said.

“We cannot allow
principals to cheat us and
tell us that there is no dif-
ferénce between an SRC
and a Prefect Council.
And Pretorius, the circuit
inspector, tells us that the
SRC is an illegal body."'

“Their attitude has
already led to class
boycotts in Tembisa."

Students list among
their grievances the fact
that teachers fraternise
with young students and
visit the shebeen during
school hours. They also
complain the lunch break
is much too short and de-
mand it be extended to
one hour,

“"We plead with
students who want to be
prefects 1o stop carrying
weapons and (o support
our demands for genuine
representation,” the stu-
dent spokesperson said.

“Teachers should also
join hands with us and
unite for democratic
rights in school and a
single non-racial,
democratic education
system for all,”” he said.
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Neusa believes in
learning together

Teaching methods which encourage pupil participation (above) are more
successful than dictator — like ones (below)

Fili=s |
Swaihs

1

THE Mational Education
Union of South Africa
(Meusa), a LIDF affiliate

was esiablished in the
Transvaal in 1980 in
direct response to the
education crisis as

students all over the
country bhoyvcotted
classes.

Meusa is a non-racial
organisation aimed to: —
# establish a forum for
people involved in educa-
tion, with no distinction
on the grounds of race,
colour, creed or sex.

@ use all available
resources 1o work for a
single and democratic
system of education for
all South Africans.

@ develop in teachers
and students an
awareness of their op-
pressive situation which
will inspire them to
change it.

& encourage in teachers

| |
i

a progressive outlook
towards their teaching
methods and their at-
titudes towards pupils,
Meusa members believe
no real change in educa-
tion can take place until
the political system has
been changed.

““We are confronted with
the fact that the racist
and inferior nature of the
education in South Africa
is directly related to the
policies of the Nationalist
Government and the
needs of the economy,””
one member said.

“By making this link
evident, our activities will
be linked to broader
political struggles in the
country.""

He said the necessity
for joint action is made
clear by the events
witnessed early this year.

“It is 1984 and the
education system is no

less inadegquate than it
was a decade ago, The De
Lange Commission turn-
ed out to be a senseless
waste of time and money.
The fraudulent matric
resulis once again did not
reflect the talemts and
abilities of black pupils.™

**The recent death of
Emma Sathekge during
the Atteridgeville
boycotts,” he said, “*fill-
ed us with horror as we
walched the calculated
brutality of the police.™

““We mourn the death
of Emma and salute her
fellow students for stan-
ding up against the age-
limit laws which place

grossly unfair restrictions .

on pupils,” he said.
Anyone interested in
joining Neusa can call [an
at T16-2368 (w) and
724-2675 (h) or write o

Meusa P.0. Box 15833
Doormfontein 2028
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The CMC’s decision to break down all wood and iron structures before
homes are sold to tenants in Reiger Park could leave hundreds homeless,

Break shacks — CMC

THE Coloured Manage-
ment Committee (CMC)
recently resolved that all
wood and iron structures
in Reiger Park be
demolished before dwell-
ings may be sold to
enants.

This was said in a let-
ter sent 1o tenants by Mr
De Beer, the Ad-
ministrative Offhicer far
Coloured Affairs.

Angry tenants have
asked why the CMC
“always does the dirty
work for the Council™,

“I cannot believe that
the CMC could be so
stupid and inhumane 1o

call for the demolition of
shacks without providing
alternative accommoda-
tion," Mr Tillick, a resi-
dent said.

Mrs Ellen Lambert,
chairperson of the Reiger
Park Tenants and
Ratepayers Association,
said 3 207 families were
on the official waiting list
for houses in Reiger
Park.

“Hundreds of these
people are forced to live
in “afdakkies’ due to the
acute housing shortage.””

“Mo one wants to live
in a shack. Evervone

wiould like to live decent-
Iy, but circumstances
compel our people to
build shacks,"" she said.

The secretary of the
Association, Mr George
du Plessis, said the CMC
and Town Council were
asking for *‘opposition
and unrest'.

“We must bear in
mind that the 1981 riots
in Reiger Park were caus-
ed by the housing
shortage.”'

“*We have a housing
crisis that is eating away
the soul and character of

Kldos youth programme

A Mini-marathon, a
BMX cycle tournament,
discos, camps, hockey
tournaments, picnics,
filmis and video shows are
just some of the activites
lined up for young people
in the Eldorado
Park/Klipspruit area.

This exciting pro-
gramme is being organis-
ed by, the recently form-
ed Eldorado Park Youth
Association (EPYA)

EPYA which already
has an active membership
of close to 50, carried out
a survey to determine the
needs and interests of
young people in the area
before planning its
programme.

“The results of the
survey have been used to
plan an exciting pro-
gramme which would in-
terest everyone,"' a

spokesperson for the
organisation said.
Through such activity
EPYA aims to unite all
the voung people in the
Eldorado
Park/Klipspruit area.
““S0 as o do things
which might be difficult
for individuals or single
youth clubs to do," the
spokesperson said,

“*We also intend
developing the talent of
the youth by providing
drama and music lessons,
and by showing people
how to use cameras and
make flms,"" he said.
“But all this can only be
successful if the people of
the area support EPYA
and its activities,"

“*Including those who
at present are involved in
other organisations. They

our community,'” he
said.
can share their ex-

periences with others and
together work in the in-
terests of the youth and
ensure that EPYA con-
tinues to be successful.”

He emphasised that
EPYA does not intend
competing with other
established youth and
social clubs.,

“*Rather we can sup-
plement existing youth
structures and attempt to
work with them in cater-
ing for all young people
in Eldorado Park and
Klipspruit,*”

Since it formation
EPYA has run a sup-
cessful tuition scheme for
high school students. The
service helped many
young people 1o pass
their final exams last
year.,
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Successful

boycott in
Alex school

STUDENTS at Alexan-

dra's Minerva High
School have had all their
demands met after a re-
cent six day boycott of
claszes.

The students now have
a recognised Student
Representative Council
(SRC) with its own of-
fice, furniture, tape
recorder, camera and
typewriter. The principal
of the school has been
replaced, and other
demands, like having the
school gates open during
breaks, have also been
met.

Trouble at the school
began when students were
told to elect a Prefect
Council. The students re-
jected the prefect system
and called a meeting to
demand a democratic
SRC. They elected an
SRC Steering Committee
to represent them.

“*The Prefect Council
only represents the in-
terests of the staff and
principal,’’ one student
said.

After the school prin-
cipal refused to listen to
a student delegation,
students took the
grievances to a schools

inspector.

Their grievances were:
® The locking of school
gales during break.
® The prefect council

system.

@ Dissatisfaction with
the way the principal
tan the school.
Students blamed the

principal for the low pass

rate the previous year and
for *‘bullying'" and

“bossing” them. He us-

ed to “*brag about being

rich, eating well and hav-
ing educated children™,
they said.

The inspector promis-
ed to look into the mat-
ter and report back,

When the inspector
tailed to report back on
the day promised,
students resolved to
boycott classes. | 400
students were involved.

As so0n as the boycott
began, the principal
disappeared. Inspectors
intervened to solve the
boycott.

While the SRC Steer-
ing Committee was busy
negotiating with the in-
spectors, students elected
a Commiitee of Concern
to organise activities and

discussions during the

bovcott.

On the fourth day of
the boycott, the inspec-
tors agreed to allow

students to hold a
meeting with their
parents.

3 D00 parents, students
and some teachers attend-
ed the meeting. Parents
supported the boycott
and added their voice to
the demand for the prin-
cipals resignation. They
said the principal was
also rude to them.

The inspectors agreed
to replace the principal
on the fifth day of the
boycott. However
students refused to end

their boycott until their
demand for an SRC was
met as well.

When the inspectors
threatened to close down
the school, students stag-
ed a sit-in boycott. They
felt this would make it
more difficult for the
authorities to close down
the school.

When the demand for
an SRC was finally met,
there was jubilation at the
school.

The SRC Steering
Committee ws also pro-
mised that no student
would be expelled in con-
nection with the boycodtt,
and that the school
authorities would protect
students against deten-
tion. Students threatened
to resume their boycott if
these promises were not
met.

“‘Due to our unity and
ONENess, We Wwon our
demands,” a student
leader said. He thanked
students and parents for
supporting the SRC
Steering Committee dur-
ing the boyeoott.

Ama Maidoo (above) and

Father Mkhatshwa

{below | salute the people
of Laudium.

Y

AS elections for the Government’s three-chamber parliament draws closer, more and more people are showing their
opposition to the new constitution.
Al recent meetings in Laudium, Lenasia and Eldorado Park, thousands of people resolved not to vote in the elections. 2000
people in Lenasia and 1 500 in Laudium endorsed a TIC resolution not to take part in the elections. In Eldorado 1 000
pe?ple supporied the Transvaal Anti-PC's call to boycott the polls. Dr Allan Boesak, who addressed two of the meetings,
said the new constitution would not change anything for the people. ““The framework of Apartheid will be untouchable by

Rajbansi and Hendrickse,'"
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Apartheid election:
We will not vote

i
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said. *“We shall stay away from the polls on 22 August,”" he called amid loud cheering.

Vaal Board hold

church to ransom

CHURCHES which hire
land from the Orange
Vaal Administration
Board could have their
leases withdrawn if they
allow non-church
meetings (0 be held on
their premises.

The Administration
Board said it did not want
organisations like the
Vaal Civic Association
{(VCA), the UDF, Cosas,
the Detainees’ Parent's
Support Commitiee and
trade unions to use
church premises.

The ban on communi-
ty meetings in church
halls has made organisa-
tions working in the
area very angry.

“We regard churches
as our sanctuaries and as
belonging to the people,™
a member of the VCA
said.

“The authorities are
trying hard to obstruct
the principle of the
freedom of association in
our communities,”" he
said.

Cirganisations affected
by the ban are meanwhile
discussing what action to
take. They have called on
CONEregations Lo support
them by condemning the
Administration Board's
actions.

But the Administration
Board has not been able
to stop the work of
organisations in the area.
The organisation have us-
ed other venues for their
meetings.

A sub-commitiee of
the VCA, the Zone 7 Ac-
tion Committee, recently
held a meeting at the
Roman Catholic Church
in Small Farms, Evaton.

The church is one of the
few which does not lease
land from the Ad-
ministration Board.

Even though people
had to come to the
meeting from another
area, it was well attended
and residents talked of
the many problems they
have in Vaal.

The authorities have
also given democratic
organisations in Vaal
other problems.

Many people in the
VCA and the Bophelong
Youth Committee of Van
der Bijl Park have been
intimidated or detained.
The chairperson of the
VCA, Father McCamel

was fired from his
teaching  post in
Bophelong without

reason. The VCA feels he
was fired because of his

Father McCamel —
chair of VCA

work in the
association.

In other townships like
soweto, Katlehong and
Eldorado Park,
democratic organisations
also complain of pro-
blems in finding places
for their meetings.
Church ministers are
always making excuses,
they say, and many are
frightened by community
councillors.

civig

Farmer forces
squatters to
pay unfair rent

FIVE hundred people are
being held ransom by a
bankrupt farmer near
Grasmere, Vereeniging.

Mow he is making
Ri0OMN per month
demanding rent from ex-
farm workers and squat-
ters living on his farm.

If they refuse to pay,
he threatens to burn
down their homes and
call the police.

The poiice would arrest
many of the pecople,
charge them or deport
them Lo Ltheir
“*homelands’™ because
they are living on the
farm illegally.

However most of the
squatters have nowhere
else 1o go.

The squaiters allege
that the farmer, a Mr.

Concern over housing deal

CONCERNED residents
in Lenasia are coming
together in many dif-
ferent exténsions to
discuss the Government's
new housing policy.

Pamphlets handed out
by the Federation of
Residents Association
(FRA) on house to house
visits called on residents
to come together and
discuss the new policy.

At house meetings held
on every street in affected
extensions, residents
discussed what the new
policy is, how it would af-
fect them, and what they
could do about it.

In some extensions

residents have organised
themselves into associa-
hions and commitiess,

Residenis first heard of
the new housing policy
when letters from the
Department of Com-
munity Development toid
them their houses were
being offered for sale. If
residents do not buy their
homes the letter said,
they should expect big
Fefl Increases,

Most residents cannot
afford to buy their houses
nor would they be able to
pay the high rents,

Residents also lashed
out at other aspects of the
policy, saying it would
make the housing shor-

Ram Saloojee, FRA
chair: “*“We will not
accepl this new policy™

tage and overcrowding
worse, increase evictions
and turn townships into

worse slums.,
“What are we going to
do?" A pensioner from

Ext. 1! asked, “‘we can-
not accept this lying
down.™’

“"They give us no

choice but to come
together and stand
united,

“It's no use if [ stand
alone and complain.
Maybe we can do
something if we're all
together," she said,

A member of the Ext.
2 Interim Residents'
Committee said the new
housing policy *‘is the
real truth of the Govern-
ment’s whole new deal"".

“This housing policy is

part and parcel of the
new constitution,'  he
said.

“To accept the Indian
Parliament is to accept
this housing policy and
all the problems it means
for us."

“"We cannot let Dennis
Pillay, Rajbansi and
Dinky Pillay fool us into
voting for a Parliament
that will be responsible
for making our lives
worse,”” he said.

The FRA has already
sent a letter to the
Department of Com-
munity Development
outlining residents' con-
cerns about the new
housing policy.

Wheeler is acting together
with the police. It is also
illegal for him to house
squatters on his farm and
charge them, wvet the
police leave him alone,

Mr. Wheeler charges
high rents although he of-
fers nothing in return. He
did not build the houses.

The community is on-
ly paying for permission
from Mr. Wheeler to stay
on the farm.

Mr. Wheeler charges
rents depending on what
people earn. Workers
must pay R20 per month
while he demands RE 1o
R10 from pensioners.

To ensure pensioners
pay him rent, Mr.
Wheeler takes them to
collect their money in his
truck. He then demands
the money immediately.

Mr. Wheeler will not
give the people rent
receipts. This means that
he can ask for rent two or
three times a month
because the sguatters
have (i Th]
proof that they have paid
him.

-When people have
refused to pay rent, Mr.
Wheeler has not hesitated
1o carry out his treats.

He has burnt down the
homes of three people.
One person was deaf and
dumb. Another was lying
sick inside and fortunate-
ly he was saved by
friends.

The squatters on the
farm have formed a com-
mitiee which meets
regularly. They hope that
if they stand together,
they will be able 1o de-
fend themselves against
Mr. Wheeler.
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Forced out of Mogopa, the people remain determined:

‘“We will not goto Pachs

MOST of the people of
Mogopa, recently forced
by the Government o
move 1o Pachsdraai, are
leaving for their ancestral
land in Bethanie.

They refuse to stay in
Pachsdraai in small
shacks and tents, where
the water is salty, and the
land dry and not good for

farming.
Although they will not
have farm land in

Pachzdraai and will loose
compensation for their
land, school: and chiir-
ches in Mogopa, the peo-
ple prefer to live in
Bethamnie.

In Pachsdraai many
fear the headman, Jacob
Maore. While the Govern-
meni thinks of More as

~ headman,

the Mogopa people's
the people
allege he is corrupt, takes
bribes, and makes them
pay fines whenever he
feels like it.

The people of Mogopa
were forced to move
from the land they
bought 75 years ago
because the Government
said it was in a white
area.

Folice closed offl the
village early one morning
and moved evervone to
Pachsdraai, 120 km
away.

This move came after
many other attempts to
relocate the Mogopa
COmMmMunity in
Boputhatswana failed.

The Government first

tried moving the com-
munity by getting the
headman of the area 10
agree, but the people did
not listen to the
headman.

He did not have their
consent, they said, and
elected a committee to
talk for them.

The people ignored
Government deadlines (o
move and took the mat-
ler to court.

They won their case,
but the Governement
took harder action. A
special order allowing the
police to move the
community by force was
so00n 1ssued by the State
President.

The community then
took its case to the

Supreme Court but lost.
And while appealing
against the court's deci-
sion, the police moved in-
to Mogopa.

One committee
member, it is said, was
surrounded by the police
when he refused to move,
He was handcuffed and
taken to Pachsdraai in a
police van.

The commities also
alleges that people were
hit with batons and that
little children were mov-
ed without their parents.

Church organisations
and others like the Black
S5azh and the United
Democratic Front which
drew local and interna-
tional atlention to the

A Mogopa family think sadly of thier home in Mogopa as they build

shelters at Bethanie

plight of the Mogopa
people, ask how can the
Government sav that the
removal was “voluntary™
and “peaceful™.

Thisz shows the

Government is lying
when it talks about
change, they said.

In the past the Govern-
ment carried out forced
removals in secrel, Now
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their actions are known.

The organisations are
now helping the people
move to Bethanie and
have asked for help with
tents, trucks and money.

Jodac

THE Million Signature
Campaign received a
boost recently when pro-
minent members of the
Johannesburg communi-
ty signed campaign forms
at a press conflerence
organised by the Johan-
nesburg Democratic Ac-
tion Committee (Jodac).

Anti-apartheid cam-
paigner, Helen Joseph,
Black Sash Vice-president
Jovee Harris and De-
tainees Parents Support
Committee member Dr

Max Coleman were
amongst those who
signed.

The UDF's Million
Signature Campaing is
one¢ of the important ac-
tivies of the recently
established Johannesburg
Democratic Action
Commities.

Jodac was formed to
take up the campaign
against the new constitu-
tion and related laws in
the Johannesburg area.

To link up with hun-

brings in signatures

The UDF Million Signature Campaign gets a boost as prominent Johan-

neshurg personalities sign at a press conference organised by Jodac

dreds of other organisa-
tions taking up this issue,
Jodac members
unanimously decided to
affiliate to the UDF at the
end of 1983,

“Forced removals, the

continuation of Group
Areas, harsh state action
and increasing militarisa-
tion of our socicty are
issues that need to be
brought to the attention
of the people of Johan-

nesburg,'” Jodac
chairperson, Joanne
Yawitch said, outlining
the main issues which the
organisation plans to
focus on.

Already Jodac has

tried to alert the people of
Johannesburg to the
plight of the Mogopa
community. The
organisation joined with
the Black Sash in
distributing a pamphlet
on the forced removal of
the Mogopa community,
exposing the *‘other side™
of Botha's *‘new deal".

At iis Annual General
Meeting in February a
constitution was adopted
and a ten person ex-
ecutive electad. Since then
five branche: have besn
established and educa-
tion, culture, media and
finance commitiees
formed.

“The formation and
growth of Jodac shows
that within the Johan-
nesburg community there
are people who reject the
Mationalist Govern-
ment’s proposals and
who commit themselves
1o joining the majority of
South Africans in work-
ing for a democratic and
non-racial society®", Jon-
ty Joffee, the publicity
secretary said.

Court dismisses squatters’ plight

“BLACKS who flock to
the cities from rural areas
and end up as squatters
are an embarrassment 1o
themselves and the
Covernment,"” said a
Commussioner for Co-
operation and
Development.

The Commuissioner was
passing sentence in the
court case of a squatier
from Kliptown, Mrs
Doris Zwane, who was
charged with squatting

illegally.

Mrs Zwane's lawvers
argued she was forced 1o
come Lo the city through
poverty in the rural area.

“hirs Zwane is just
one of thousands of
others who must eat and
live everyday," they said.
“To be able to do this
they must work and they
have to move outl of the
rural areas 1o look for
work. Mrs Zwane had no
choice but 1o take a
chance and risk being

arrested. "

The Commissioner
however said it was the
squatter’s decision o
leave their homes in the
rural areas and live off
remnanis provided by
city shopkeepers. Mrs
LZwane was senteniced to
RI20 or 120 days. Five
other people were fined
between B30 and R&0 tor
similar offences.

They were all arrested
in Khiptown last wear.

Their shacks were
demolished and they were
charged for being in an
urban area illegally.

When they were ar-
rested, the Witwatersrand
Council of Churches
came to their aid. The
WCC paid bail money
and put up tents for the

dwellers. They also
helped them contact
lawyers.

But Mrs Zwane's case
15 not unique. Hundreds

of people are in urban
areas without permission
and living in shacks.

Some are arrested and
charged. Others are simp-
Iy given a train fare 1o a
bantustan — often 1o a
place they do not know.

If they are charged and
found guilty, they have 1o
pay fines or serve jail
sentences. Yel, people
will come back again
because, like Mrs Zwane,
they have no alternative.

THE Mova Youth Move-
ment of Tembisa has call-
ed on young people in the
township to take part in
the community's pro-
blems and get involved in

is cultural, worker,
church and welfare
activilies,

= ““We are calling the
vouth 1o discover and
nurture their talents and
skills, to develop their
leadership and organisa-
uonal abilities. We are
also calling the yvouth to
strive for proper cultural
and recreational
facilities."" a member of
the organisation said.

He said voung people
could play a positive role
in the many problems
Tembisa faced,

“"The youth are
energetic and capable,
and in a position 1o spend
time working in the com-
mumnity’s interests,”” he
said.

“They are less commit-

THE Societv for the Care
of the Mentally Han-
dicapped i= an organisa-
tion catering for mental-
Iy handicapped people in
the Coronationville,
Eidorado Park — Klip-
SFUIL area.

Foot

FOOTBALL in Tembisa
has ground to a halt
following the suspension
of the township's entire
football executive.

The executive was
suspended by its mother
body, the Transvaal
Football Association
(TFA), over an internal
wrangle in one of the
Zambuk League’s senior
clubs, Eastern Brothers.

The executive was ac-
sused of recognising the
wrong faction in the club
and slapped with a 5 vear
suspension, subsequentiy
reduced to 3 vears afier
an appeal was lodged

all crisis in Tembisa

When clubs in Tembisa
were 10 resume fixtures,
they found the stadium
under lock and key.

It was closed by the
Local Town Council who
claimed the executive was
5 wvears in arrears with
ground rental.

The TFA meanwhile
called a meeting in Alex-
andra to elect an interim
executive,

Tembisa clubs sent a
delegation to the TFA
before the meeting and
demanded: —

& the meeting take place
in Tembisa and not
Alexandra

® full reasons be given
for the executive's
LSuspension

& members of the TFA s
sub-commitiees, the Fix-
tures Committee,
Disciplinary Committee
and the Referee's Union,
act as an interim
COMmittes.,

The delegation was
told TFA had the con-
stitutional power to hold
elections anvwhere, and
that Tembisa clubs were
acting unconstitutionally
by holding meetings.

The clubs decided they
had no option but 1o at-
tend the meeting in Adex-

andra and excercise their
votes,

Al the meeting, there

were allegations of
cheating when voting
took place by secret
ballot. After heated argu-
ment, voling took place
by show of hands.
It is now more than a
month since the idterim
executive was elected, but
still the grounds remain
closed.

And this afer repeat-
ed calls and promises,'” a
resident of Tembisa said.
“"Use of facilities which
belong to the communiry
are being withheld." he

said.

“It is also rumoured
that some people who
were campaigning for of-
fice to the executive are
supporters of the local
town council, and their
defeat has something to
do with the closure of
grounds.”™

“Tembisa is experien-
cing one of its bleakest
vears in sport for a long
ume, " he said

I'he intenm executive is
being irustrated by the
council's condition chat
talks can omy take place
if they produce a
constitution.

A fraining program
| depending on the pupil's
handicap is provided on
a daily basis — assess-
ment of the pupils poten-
tial for growih 15 an in-
tegral part of the pro-
gram. '

The society also learnt
that problems were being
experienced in placing
pupils back at regular
| schools in an adaptation
| class.
| The society drew up &
| guestionnaire which was
| sent o principals of 22
primary schools in the
Coronationvilie, Bos-
mont, Westhury,
Riverlea, Eldorado Park
and Klipspruit areas,

The purpose of the
questionnaire was (o
discover whether prin-

Tembisa youth
called to serve
community

ted in family problems
and responsibilities,””

The Mova Youth
Movement was foarmed in
1983 and has a member-
ship of students, young
workers and unemployed
vouth.

The organisation ac-
tively supported the com-
munity's rejection of the
Black Local Authority
elections last year.

**To the extent that the
community council was
voted in by less than 107,
of our community,” the
spokesperson said.

“By participating in
COMMuUnilY i15sues we
hope democranic
organisations will grow
and democratic leaders of
tomorrow will emerge.”’

He called on parenis,
churches and t(rade
unions o support the
youth movement and o
unite against the pro-
blems which affected
Tembisa.

Handicapped
find problems at
ordinary schools

cipals and teachers of
adaptation classes found
the system effective.

Mone of the principals o
teachers who responded,
felt that the adaptation
classes were effective.

Respondents felt
strongly that the adapta-
tion class was inadequate
and that more gualified
teachers, improved
psychological services,
services of a social
worker and an increased
number of adaptation
classes were needed
o improve the service.

The society is concern-
ed that many schools did
not complete the ques-
tionnaire — lack of time,
interest or fear of
reprisals?

The societv has mads
many recommendations
and has called on prin
cipals 10 encourage the
COMMUNILY to identify 1is
needs and make represen
tation o the relevant
authorities 1o act on those
needs
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THREE unions which
were told to leave discus-
sions on trade union uni-
ty and the formation of a
single federation, are still
committed to unity and
the formation of a
federation of indepen-
dent industry based trade
unions.

The unions, SAAWL,
GAWLU and MGWUSA,
said at a recent press con-
ference their committ-
ment (o unity was shown
by their willingness 1o
take part in the unity
talks.

Urgeni

In a statement issued at
the conference, the
unions said: We wish o
reitérate our sincere com-
mitment 1o unity.

“We believe the need
for unity among workers
is more urgent than ever,

“Throughout the uni-
ty talks we became
known for our consisten-
¢y in calling for unity
which develops out of
struggle.

W e committed

ourselves to the forma-
tion of one progressive
trade union federation
because we see this as a
step in which unity would
manifest itself in the
end.""

The unions were ex-
pelled from the discus-
sions after refusing
observer status.

“Individuals operating
iN SOME unions maintain-
ed we are blocking pro-
gress because of the way
in which we are struc-
tured,"’ the unions said.

“They then suggested
we be given observer
status in the ralks. We
declined because it was
not in keeping with our
mandate,

“Our mandate was
that we should be at the
meeting as full par-
ticipants. They then mov-
ed lor our expulsion from
the talks,

“We were asked to go
and restructure ourselves
while other umions are
continuing with the talks,

“We do not see this as
a healthy way of sear-

Bosmont takes
JCC to task

MORE than a thousand
Bosmont residents recent-
ly signed a petition
demanding the Johan-
nesburg City Council do
something about a foul-
smelling, mosquito-
infested swamp in the
area.

The swamp, which
borders the 5t. Barnabus
College in Bosmont, has
long been complained of
by residents.

*“The mosquitoes are
unbearable and the smell
seems to be getting worse,
particularly when it's
windy,"" one resident
said.

Another resident said
she removed all the
carpets in her home
thinking that was where
the stench came from.

The swamp is also a

health hazard, residents
say.
A local doctor is

reported (o have treated
many patients for septic
mosquitoe bites, sore
throats, ear . infections
and even gastro-enteritis.

According to the
Medical Officer of
Health for the area, the
swamp was sprayed with
larvacide to kill the mos-

quitoes after Mr Leslie
Sawyer, a resident, hand-
ed in the petition on
behalfl of the community.

But this has not solved
the problem.

Mr Corke, principal of
the St. Barnabus College,
said the Council had
sprayed the area on
several occasions, but still
the problem persists.

Pollution of the fresh
water stream has been
traced to a factory in In-
dustria. The sewer is
unable to take the load
and it is spilling into the
sieam.

Residents feel that on-
Iy by coming together and
voicing their grievances,
will the authorities act on
them.

“*The petition has in
one way shown that the
people of Bosmont can
stand together,” one resi-
dent said.

Mr Doug Matthews, a
community leader, said it
is through the unity of the
people “‘speaking with
one voice that our needs
can be met"

Residents are discuss-
ing the idea of forming a
residents’ association in
the area to tackle other
community problems.

ching for a common
denominator upon which
unions can umite.""

The three unions felt
their expulsion was
deliberate.

“It happens to be a
fact that wunions par-
ticipating in the Unity
Talks are structured
differently.

“*Some are general
unions, others are federa-
tions whilst some are in-
dustrial unions.

“It also happens to be a
fact that current history is
calling upon existing
federations and general
unions 1o disband in
favour of one progressive
trade union federation.

Federation

“"However, we see the
transformation of ex-
isting federations and
general unions as a pro-
cess which entails a
number of factors. We
canot see Lhis process as
something that proceeds
in a single line, without
deviations and problems.

"It 15 a process that re-
quires immense human
and material resources 1o
make an ambition into a
reality. We harbour no il-
lusions about this.

““We can only suspect
that those individuals
who are setting deadlines
are deliberately trying to
leave certain unions out
of the Unity Talks."

The unions condemned
“‘some in the commercial
press and others in tryving
to sow seeds of disunity
among workers'",

“*Some hostile people
started to come up with

phrases like ‘newly-
emerging unions’ and
*small COmMMURnItY
unions',

““The real content

behind such phrases was
a manouever Lo exag-
gerate differences and
thus drive a wedge
AmMONEst unions.

These people have
defined the situation in
the labour movement in
VETY wrong terms —
magnifying whatever pet-
ty differences there were
ﬂiﬂﬂﬂg‘.l IJF!'IT_!II']S.

*“Their input had the
effect of bringing our
commilment to unity in-
to disrepute."

The unions said they
had no intenion of form-
ing a parallel federation
and hoped their expulsion
would be reconsidered so
that they could plav a full
role in working towards
unity,

e e —

Unions left out
of unity talks

Wﬂmen from the Vaal meet to launch Vaal Women's Drgnmsmmn

Women organise in the Vaal

A WOMEN'S organisa-
tion has been formed in
Vaal.

Al a meeting held on
March 11, residents
decided to form the Vaal
Women's Organisation
which would be part of
the Waal Civic Associa-
tion (VCA) explained
why it was important for
women Lo come mge:hr:r
in a wWomen's
Organisation.

“"We women from the
Vaal,"" she said, “‘need to

form an organisation
which will be sirong
enough 1o stop this evil
system and free
evervbody.”

““We need to fight our
problems by uniting. If
children are expelled
from school, it is ineffec-
tive for only their parents
to complain. But if all the
mothers stood united and
demanded why, expul-
sions would not happen
s0 readily."

She said people should

not just stand and watch
when their neighbours
were evicted.

“*You would not want
that if vou were in that
person’s place, We
should all go and demand
an explanation,” she
said.

Father McCamel,
chairperson of the VCA,
welcomed the idea of a
women's organisation
which would bring
women together to take
up common problems.

UDF signature campaign

moves ahead

THOUSANDS of people
all over the country are
showing they reject the
Government's new con-
stitution and the Koorn-
hof laws. They do so by
signing their names to a
form which declares sup-
port for the UDF and re-
jects the Government's
new laws. This is the
UDF’s Million Signature
Campaign which was
launched in Pretoria on
January 22.

In: the Transvaal,
signature committees
have been formed in
many areas and organisa-
tions. These committees
have organised local
events like mass meetings
to launch the campaign in
their areas.

Signature campaign T-
shirts and forms have
found their way to places
as far as Tzaneen in the
Morth, Mafeking in the
West, and the Vaal area
in the South.

Thousands signed at
the UDF People's Music
Festival, the Wits Free
People's Concert, and the
BP Cup Final in Soweto.

In the Western Cape,
the Campaign is going
strong with ‘“signature
blitzes*. In these, UDF
supporters from all over
get together to collect
signatures door to door in

an area,

Matal and Eastern
Cape UDF regions have
also enthusiastically laun-
ched the campaign and
begun collecting
signatures.

The LIDF sees the cam-
paign as educating and
informing people abouwt
the front and its struggle.

*“The campaign also
aims 1o strengthen local
organisation,"’ says one
of the Transvaal UDF
secretaries, Moss
Chikane.

**This can happen by
organisations using the
empty space on the
signature form to make
their own demands
against Apartheid."”

“They can put in
specific demands aimed
at their own constituency,
and link these demands to

the UDF's national
political demands,”” he
said.

“For example Azaso
has added to the form
their demand *The doors
of learning and culture
shall be opened. Forward

it

with the Education
Chantrr LT
UDF's Transvaal

region began the cam-
paign with a media night
for affiliate organisations
and supporters.

“*People from all walks
of life and organisations
took part in printing T-
shirts and signature
forms and painting ban-
ners,"" one UDF sup-
porter at the media night
said,

After producing its
media, the Transvaal
UDF held an education
workshop. “*We discuss-
ed how to run the cam-
paign so as to ensure the
best planning, publicity,
organising and fundrais-
ing,"" Valli Moosa, a Tvl.
UDF secretary said.

The UDF is also raising
funds to employ a
fulltime worker for the
campaign.

""We are moving ahead
fast and making huge
gains along the way. But
with our Transvaal target
of signatures, we still
need all the help we can
get.""

“If we have problems,
we cannot merely sit and
lament about them,™ he
said.

“We must try and find
solutions (o them,"”
“For example
many children have
drowned in little *dams’
built in the township by
the Administration
Board,”" Father

McCamel asked

“Women know about
this problem yet womens'
organisations have not
stood up and organised 1o
oppose these dams.”” he
said.

Cuest speaker Amanda
Ewadi from Soweto also
welcemed the formation
of a women's organisa-
tion in the Vaal area.

She said people in dif-
ferent areas, needed dif-
ferent organisations
because they face dif-
ferent problems.

She joined Greta
MNeaphayi of the Federa-
tion of SA Women in in-
viting the Vaal Women's
Organisation to a meeting
of Transvaal women.

The Federation of
South African Women,
an umbrella body of all
women's organisations,
united women of all col-
ours around the country
in the 1950's. One of its
most important activities
was a march by 50 000
women to Pretoria to
protest against passes for
WOImen.

The meeting was
reminded that 1984 is the
Ih annmiversary of the
Women's Federation.

Other speakers at the
meeting included a youth
speaker and Aubrey
Mokoena of the Release
Mandela Committee and
UDF.

Resolutions taken at
the meeting condemned
the high food prices and

how

the price of school
uniforms.
The Vaal Women's

Organisation also resolv-
ed to affiliate w the
UDF.

MORE and more com-
mittees and associations
ar¢ being formed in
Lenasia as residents
organise themselves
against problems in the
COTMIMUmILY.

In Extension 118,
residents have formed the
Ext. 11B Residents'
Association after
NUMETOUs Rouse meetings
called to discuss the
Government's new hous-

ing policy.
Most residents cannot

afford to buy their homes
and face higher rents

Civic bodies grow in Lenz

when the housing policy
comes into effect on July
l.

In Grevville, Extension
2, residents have formed
an Interim Residems'
Committee and recently
campaigned against rub-
bish dumping and
unhygienic conditions in
the area.

Ower 2 000 people sign-
ed a petition demanding
the Johannesburg City
Council clean up illegal

dumping sites within a
maonth.

Leaflets distributed
door to door and posters
put up all over the area,

«called on the Council to

meet residents” demands,

‘The principal, teachers
and students at a high
school in the area led a
protest march through
the streets and demanded
urgent action from the
Council.

The City Council was

forced 1o clean up the
area.

In out:lying extensions
8.9, 10and 11, residents
are stepping up demands
for postal and telephone
SErVICes,

““The absence of these
services often results in
further problems, like
electricity being cut off
because accounts are
received late or problems
in getting medical help,”
a member of the Ext. 10

Residents" Association
said.

Al wvarious other
meetings in Lenasia,
residents discussed the in-
creas¢ in GST, food
prices and transport.

“The increased hard-
ships facing us is becom-
ing a living nightmare,"’
one resident said.

“Or  associations
under the FEA face new
challenges. It is only by
coming together and tak-
ing up these problems as
one that we can fight for
better living conditions,”
he said.
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The truth of
the matter

The Government, its agents Hendrickse, Ra-
jbansi, Poovalingam and Tshabalala, the com-
mercial newspapers and TV, are trying to pre-
sent a picture of change in this country.

The Black Local Authorities, Indian and
coloured parliaments, the opening of some
Central Business Districts and beaches, a
commission looking at the Immorality Act,
the new tax laws and the Nkomati Accord are
all highlighted in a way which presents this
Government and its initiatives as sincere and
meaningful.

Reality

But the reality in this country is different.

Thousands continue to die from starvation,
removals and evictions are intensifying, rent
and service charges are going up, the waiting
list for homes grow longer, the price of basic
foodstufTs is rising all the time, retrenchments
continue and unemployment grows.

I'he Government's new laws do not in any
way address the real problems of our peupll.;.
More than that, this Government is in fact
following policies which will make our day by
day existence less bearable, '

The tightening of influx control laws, the
new housing policy, the move towards
autonomy at local government level, cutbacks
on state expenditure - are just some examples
which tell the true story of the ‘new deal’.

Domination

'l'!lis Government is committed to white
domination and privelege for the few of this
there is no doubt. -
_ _.'Its i:_litiatites hold no relief for our people.
Ihere is no move towards full political rights
and an equal distribution of the country’s
wealth and resources. Instead the Government

is strengthening its hold over political power
and economic wealth.

The truth behind the *new deal’ and the ef-
fect it i.f to have on the daily lives of our
peoplee is deliberately ignored by the media
and those who suppport the Government's
plans.

Distortion

Such a presentation of the Government’s
plans is a deliberate distortion of the truth in
this country.

At such a time, the role of a community new-
spaper like Speak has added importance.

_Through these pages, we will continue to
highlight and relate the day by day experience
of our people and express the reality in our

country.
Lonss”
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PEORLE

BFESTIVAL

RECENTLY the UDF held a very successful People's Festival attracting
200 MY people from all parts of the Transvaal,

People danced to the music of Juluka, Hotline and many others.
Speak was there too. The Speak stall atiracted many people who sup-
ported the community newspaper by taking out subscriptions.

— up to
no good

| AM grateful for our
own newspaper which
makes sure the letters we
send in are printed and
allows us to give owur
VIiEwWs,

I am not a politician. |
am a simple working
man, but | am very angry
about the new constitution.
I am angry most of all
about the way the govern-
ment and all these new
“leaders’” coming out of
nowhere, are trying to
fool us,

And | am sure the con-
stitution is up to no good
simply by looking at the
kind of people who want

Constitution

ACROSS
ish shacks in Reiger
the recent campaign
Tembisa.

C ROSSWO R D | This organisation is
Park.
of the UDF.
7 In some areas people

threatening to demol-
3 The abbreviation for
6 A youth movement in
have been going door

o . . . . collecting
signatures for the
UDF.

8 Because of the
drought the price of .
v v« . JNA% increased

12 Mine workers want
trade unions because
the mine bosses pay
them very low , . . .5

13 Married women are
going to be worse off
under the new . . .
laws,

15. ... sniffing is be-
coming a big problem
amongst children.

DOWN
2 People were recently
forcibly removed

from this settled com-
munity in the Western
Transvaal.

4 A youth organisation
in Soweto.

6 This organisation held
a People’s Festival to
raise funds.

9 This detainee's sup-
port organisation as
well as the UDF, Vaal
Civic Association and
unions have been bar-
red from holding
meetings in churches
in the Vaal Triangle.

10 A new women's
organisation  was
formed in this area
recently.

Il This popular sport,
foot. . .. was stopped
in Tembisa.

12 With the high cost of
living, it is difficult 1o
make . . . . meeL.

us to support it.
Believe me, | know a
lot of these people. |
know who they are,
where they come from
and what they've been up
lo.
| am sure the only good
this new constitution can
do, is to fill their pockets.
My feelings are wvery
strong, and 1 am definite-
lv not going to vote in the
August elections.
Not Fooled
West Rand

How can
we survive
rising costs?

THE other day while
shopping | was amazed
when paying up at the
cash counter. The price
of food these days is
unbelievable!

I am a widow with four
children and [ barely
manage to survive. With
my small widow's allow-
ance and wages, [ have to
pay high prices for school
books and clothes, rent,
lights and water, trans-
port, plus food.

How can one survive
these days when the cost
of everyting is rising?

Already I've stoppec
buying meat and fresk
milk so often. Soon, [ ar
sure, I'll have o cw
down even further.

As a mother | have i«
see to it that all m»
children are healthy, bu
how can I do this when
know that the good
healthy food is s«
expensive?

I don't know what can b
done, but somethin;
must be done.

Dyistressed
Coronationville
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Who is to blame
for the increased
cost of living

THE price of bread has
gone up. Canned food,
sugar, eggs, and General
Sales Tax has increased.

On the April 1:
@®Petrol rose by 1.5

increased by about 9
percent.

with high unemploymenit,
the Government gets less
money from workers'
taxes.

Fuel costs more and | cents a litre in the ®@Mealie meal and The Government has
transport  costs  are | Transvaal. other maize products § .4 (0 look for ways 1o
greater. The price of | @Railway and air fares are to be increased by § raise more MOoney. '

maize, poultry, rice and | rose an average of 9.4 at least 15 percent. One way of raising

fca are s00n 0 g0 up
also. All these increases
medan an im;ru:al:r: m 1]14:'
cost of living.

At the same time
thousands of workers are
being retrenched, school
leavers cannot find jobs,

percent

®Fost office tariffs
rose by 9 percent.
®Water tariffs on the
Witwatersrand rose by
21.5 percent.

@ lransvaal hospital

This increase will also
affect the price of
other foods such as
chicken.

Other things which are
going (o increase soon
are:

money 15 {0 Increass the
price of services ii pro-
vides like train fares, or
raise raxes.

By increasing General
Sales Tax from 6% 1o
7%, the Government will
raise an additional R700

migrant workers are not | fees doubled. ®Rice. million a vear
having their contracts =ince January: ®So0ap washing Another wav is o
renewed, and wages re- | @Brown bread has powder etc reduce the amount of
main the same of do not | risen from 43c to 50¢ @ RBisquits money they spend on
keep up with the rising : Squin : - [rs )
and white bread from ) subsidising transport, the
':T':;_Is"" s ¢ ihe | 53¢ to 60c. ®Coal. price of bread and other
ese are all signs of the : . essentials. This is why
recession South Afica is I._.{ anned foods have @Sugar train fares were increased

in. been able to grow ¢ ough A recession occurs  gn March.
At the moment the food 1o feed all the ~¢0-  when too many goods — A third way is 1o y
Government does not p-|'E_ The Governm. ! is ClDlh'.‘S. CAars, mﬂ.chlnl:s [gd.];q: the amount of other services which the money for hli'lld'll'lg and

ministration, resetling

have enough money 0  having to spend arge  etc are made but not  money spent on things Government provided in  maintaining homes., people, implementing the
run the country the way amounts of money im- enough of them are like medical care, careof the past. This is why they This means that 1o pro-  new cs:rlnmitunnn and ad-
th:}-‘ want 1o. SI::r they are  porting Fc:u:u:l_. _ bought. the old and handicapped, now allow the private sec-  vide these facilities, local ministering the pass laws
Irying 1o raise more In addition the The companies which  pensions etc. The torto build houses in the government bodies will Huge amounts of
money by increasing  Government has not been  make these goods start to Government has always townships. have to raise remts and money are spend on run-
taxes, the cost of services  able to tax farmers on  make less profits, and are provided very few social Then they want the service charges. nimg :he. apartheid
they _prn'ndt and by their profits. Instead they  forced to make fewer and welfare benefits to  town councils or manage- In all these cases, anin-  system. Last yEar R345
reducing the amount of have had 1o spend large  goods. black peole and now they ment committees to creasing burden falls on  million rand was given to
money spent on sums of money on They do not need as  want to provide even less.  finance and fundraise the people themselves —  homeland governments
subsidies, drought and Nood relief. many workers and so we The Government is  themselves. The Govern- and the poorest are hit  and R400 million rand
There are many Bosses are also not  see thousands laid off, also trying to encourage ment will no longer pro-  the hardest. was used by the army
reasons why the Govern-  making as high profitsas  and school leavers can't  business men “the vide money for com- The Government could Hn{weuer':hc Govern-
ment is short of money.  they have in the past, get jobs. private sector’’ — totake  munity facilities like reduce the amount of ment instead decided to

Due to the drought and
floods, farmers have not

which the Government
can tax.

GOVERNMENTS are
not entirely powerless in
the face of an economic
crisis. In the past the
British, American and
European CGovernments
dealt with these crises by
® lowering the price of
bank loans so that money
was available for struggl-
ing companies to keep
their workers emploved
and to stave off
bankrupcy

& taxing the rich, bor-

Unemploved people
also do not pay tax. So

mare responsibility for
providing houses and

libraries, parks or clinics,
and are allocating less

money they spend on the
army, homeland ad-

ask the people 1o foot the
bill.

Botha follows in the footsteps of
Reagan and Thatcher

sympathetic to the pro-
blems of the people.
Their solution 1o get their
economies out of a reces-
$i0n 15 (o) —

® Cut governmeni spen-
ding on housing, medical

that they can invest more
and take over bankrupt
businesses.

The South African
Government is using
policies like those of
Beagan and Thatcher 1o

contribute to the financial
touble that this Govern-
ment finds itselfl in, is the
drought which has almosi
destroved this vears
agricultural produce and
the huge amount of

® Medical bills have

increased,

® The price of food and
transport INCTEaAsSEs
almost daily.

® Workers are retrench-

rowing of printing money a.:ild. food subsidies,  deal with the economic MONEY SPEnt ON rUAMINE o in their thousands, As
w0 subsidise Tood and —— Cion and pensions  recession here. Apartheid, more family members are
provide wages for work- @ Force unprofitable The price of South Instead the  Govern- gy of work, one persons’

ing people rather than v:i.;:mpanies o go Afr_il;a'.,- export viz ment passes the bill on 1o wage has 1o support more
retrench them. bankrupt agricultural products, the people.. _ people.
In this way these @ Encourage firms to gold, diamonds, iron ore, @ It has increased

governments eased the
burden of working peo-

replace outdated
machinery with new

iron-alloys and platinum
has dropped.

General Sales Tax (GST).
® It has made the people

® The people the
Government no longer

wants responsibility for

ple, the poor and the machinery which can do At the same time the responsible for providing  5re  dumped in th

unemployed. the work of several price of machinery and their own houses. humc]andﬁpc- fit . I:l-e[ :
_ Today the Reagan and  workers in shorter time.  industrial equipment that ; = & In real terms, the r:1r¢n.:r-.ed ir cr[.;lr.;ill;::E
I'hatcher Governments @ Decrease the tax on  South Africa imports has  South African Govern- nationally than it earns. Government h!‘.ltrl.rj:i. less removed from their

reject methods that are

the profits of the rich so

risen. This means that the

ment spends more inter-

Oiher big factors that

on education.

homes and communities.

SCREEN TRAINING
PROJECT (STP)

80

WHERE?

Pim St

PROGRAMMES
STP's servi
ﬂgﬂilahle tzeiegggrs We run training Newtown !
grgggﬂggiéﬁs; women's programmes in all JGhaHﬂEEburg
trade tnlons, ong Bther Printing. Membess of
' ng. er .
grassroots organisations. {uur ﬂ’-]'_;aniﬁﬂtifn Ec.:}n Te lephﬂne :
earn how to print -—
posters, t-s!f:i.rl:s, Dll 834 EG??
st.}rckgrs; banners, P O Box 93118
PRIHTIHG calendars.
STP TRAVELS FACILITIES SERVICES | @od-@d veoville

You don't have to come to our workshop.
We can also give training in your own area, )

& W@@% '> INFORMATION @

Ask for Addisen

Jon or Morice
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SCory of a Staffrider

One day when I nad finished m
Saturday grocery shopping, T wint d0wn
Hoek Strmeet & FPa Scation

T gol on board the train going 0
Soweto  TIncde the truin there
was a champion staffrider He.
was called manay embelo, and o
course L really d:dﬂ Not know what
nis ame. meantg . :
Women n the +train were shout
"Our child our child'" He d;?{ al
Ws les climbing on €0 the,
tr'amgr%rﬂ a;,hnr"wllr:rl::ll'ta dﬂwﬂﬁ

The. train reac New Canada
and the G A R. Police chaseck

4
35

A polo. .
J ﬂ"lﬂﬂmﬂ“ oID

|,
He did all his trcks and he wasnt
ﬂauﬁht‘ ’ Joyce Keute {14) Soweto
A .
S Spot the difference
—) N Here are two pictures of children playing in the streets. They
look almost the same but there are 20 differences? Can you
> spot them?
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HUMAN RELAT!DNSHiP

WIN R.10.00

Hi! I still don't have a name.
Think of a name for me and send it to us on the form below. The
best entry will win R10,00. 2nd prize is R5,00. 3rd prize is R3.00, H urry!
You may send in as many entries as you like either on a postcard

or in an envelope.Send your entries to ‘SPEAK’, P.O. BOX 26 1677:
EXCOM, JOHANNESBURG, 2023,

————— m—— e e S —_— = ﬂ—'l-l"'r---t
IYouor weme _ e
l?’r::mm ADDRESS N
IX?"rfi‘“J"'rL ACZ _ _ _For ﬂﬂ:}dhj{ Pred |
| Name o @ |
| 2easen Hom Mowe _ . _ _ _ _ _
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Book Renew

Telling

FORCED LANDING
Contemporary
Writing,
Edited by Mothobi
Mutloatse.
STAFFRIDER
SERIES NO. 3
RAVAN PRESS,
Telling it like it is . . . at
home, in the hostel, the
township, the town and
the shebeen; . . . during
the bus boycott, the pass
raid, the war and the
school boycott . . . that's
FORCED LAMDING, a
collection of shor stories,
The preacher, the
religious, the struggling
musician, the old who
remember freer times, the
worker, the down and
out, the revolutionary,

Freedom at last! — Nicaraguan people rejoice after the defeat of dictator, Somoza.

er fire in
icaragua

UMDER FIRE
Slarring: Joanna
Cassidy, Nick Nolte and
(iene Hackman.
Dvirecior: Roger
spottiswoode

The Film is set in
Micaragua in the final
days of the Somoza
regime. Its main theme
explores the neutrality of
journalists,

When we first meet the
leading characters, a
reporter (Cassidy) and a
photographer (Nolte),
they seem hardened and
untouched by the suffer-
ing around them. They
jet from Africa to South
America looking for that
major scoop or front
page photograph which
will gain them interna-
tional acclaim. They take
pictures and notes, not
sides.

In Nicaragua they
come face to face with
Somoza, a corrupt,
brutal dictator who lives
im magnificent luxury
while the Nicaraguan
people grovel in poverty.
Both the army and

legislative machinery are
under this man's control.

His family came to
power. with the sanction
of the United States and
grew  very wealthy by
confiscating the rich farm
lands of German im-
migrants and through the
corruption and abuse of
state power.

ey ram MNicaragua
like a giamt factory in
which they exploited the
people as much as they
could. The police and ar-
my deali with anvone
who dared challenge the
authority of Somoza.

In the face of the
brutality of the Somoza
regime, the journalists
cannot help but become
sympathetic to the cause
of the Nicaraguan
people.

They do eventually
take sides and in-
advertently become in-
volved in the struggle.

The film reaches an ex-
citing climax with the
photographer hunted in
the streets of Nicaragua
by the army.

See the film, you'll like
it!

it like it is

and the teacher ., . . all
have their stories to tell,
A Worker:

“Everyman is born
with a certain amount of
pride in his humanity.
But I have come to
believe that this pride is
only a mortal thing, and
that there are many ways
to destroy it. One sure
way is to take a man and
place him in a Sowewo
hostel."*

From To Kill A Man's
Fride by Mitutuzeli
Matshoha.

A Revolutionary
*Somebody has got to
sacrifice so that others
may be free. The real
things, those that really
matier are never acquired

the easy way."

From The Point of No
Return by Miriam Thali.

An Ordinary Man in the
Township.

“Must be six o' clock
already. Brr! How cold it
is. Only the skolles will
be on the street tonight.
They are immune to the
cold. This is what District
Six does to us, hardens
‘us. Hearts as empty as the
shop windows in
Hanover Street.”’

From Waiting For Leila
by Achmat Dangor.

This is Forced Landing.
COur experiences, our
struggles, our lives and
our history.

([ POETS//CORNER ||

Viother, Woman

Mother, woman:
Walk and raise vour

| Mist,

ATirm your desire to
be free.

You are soil. You are
sap. .

You are strength. You
are work.

L hus vou are life.

In the fields,

In the Tactories,

In the home,

You have the truth of
vour strength

From your life-giving
bosom.

Don't walk three yards
hehind

Your comrade and the
Revolution,

Walk in front of them.
It's your place by
right.

And when they want to
exploit,

prostitute, violate your
naked body,

refuse them,

fighting, refuse them.
Mother, woman: the
Revolution is you.

Mozambigue.

Like a slillhorn child

an attempt al peace —
4 prayer

is offered for my people
know vou nol

il s cold and lifeless?
I'he meek shall never in-
herit ihe earih

and still-born children
have i peace

ofly cold dark graves,
from whence they come
while Crosses

marking atiempis al
reconcilliation

with life.

Do not enslave my mind
with talks of “Heaven—

hereafier’”

and “‘turi — the other
cheek™"

I ami here and now

and

the force | feel in the
marrow of my bones

lusis aol towards God
but

equality and freedom.

Elaine Mohammed

Music school
captures kids’
many talents

BY 10 o'clock on a Satur-
day morning the
Founders Memorial Con-
gregational Church in
Coronationville is abuzz
with life.

Mearly 200 children,
clutching lunch packages
in one hand and precious
music instruments in the
other, mill about in a
jostling, shrieking chaos.

They come from far

and near, Coronation-
ville, Newclare, Riverlea,
Klipspruit-West and
Eldorado Park, to take
classical music lessons for
the day.
A whistle shrieks, and the
children grow gradually
quiet, take their places in
neat rows of chairs
grouped all owver the
church premises. There
are about ten such
groups, each in the
charge of a teacher.

Although the children
in each class are of
similar age, the classes are
maore or less defined by a
particular level of musical
education.

In the beginners class,
children learn the basics
of music theory and start
on their first instrument,
the descant recorder.

"“The children must be
able 1o read, write, speak
and play music,”” Mr
Alexander the principal
SaVsS,

The emphasis 15 on
discipline, Students must
practice diligently for up
to an hour each day and
be prepared to work
hard.

Most children join the
school at the instigation
of their parents, but soon
become enthusiastic

_ themselves.

They progress form the
beginners’ class into in-
dividual instrument
classes of their choice like
the violin, piano, guitar,
flute, cello or trumpet,
and take official music
exams through Unisa.

Their record is good.
Last year nine students
achieved distinctions and
five received merits,

The school was started
by Mr Alexander in 1981
with the help of his wife.
He is a pianist and self
taught classical guitarist.

He felt a great deal of
musical talent was going
Lo waste in the communi-
ty. Day schools do not
provide children with
adequate musical train-
ing. A programme in-
volving very formal and
intensive music study was
needed, he felt.

He approached Rev
Constable for use of the
church hall, who was
thrilled with the idea, and
soon the school was off
to a flving start,
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will they

move us next?

SINCE 1960 as many as
1.5 million people have
been moved (o ihe
Bantusians.
Boputhatswana, Ven-
da, Transkei, Ciskei,
QOwaQ)wa, Kwa-Zalu,
Lebowa and Gazankulu

-are all Bantustans.

The Govermemeni
wanis B0% of South
Africa’s people to live on
13% of the land, in the
so-called ““homelands™,
These are not single
pieces of land bul many
separaie litile pieces.

In the Bantustans thene
are no jobs, health care,
food, waber or land for
farming.

When people leave the
Bantisians for towns and
cities where they might
gel 8 job and money for
food, the Government
forces them back.

Those who cannot find
places to stay in the city,
put up shacks Lo live in.
The Government breaks
down these shacks and
maoves people back to the
Bantustans, Others have
been forced to move
from white farms.

Whole communities
have been moved off the
land they own because
the Government says they
are “‘black spoits'™ in
““while areas'".

Whole towns have
been moved and settled
communities wprooted
because the Governement
wanis {0 join little pieces
of Banmtustan together.
This they hope will im-

prove the Bantustan's im-
age as ‘imdependent
states’,

When people fight
against forced removals,
the Grovernment tries all
kinds of things to pet
them 10 move.

They try to divide the
people beiween ihose
who have urban righis
and those who don't.

They iry 1o win over
chiefs by promising them
@ house or business
licences.

In some areas services
have been stopped 1o
make it difficult for peo-
ple to live in the area.
Ome community says that
petrol was poured inio
their waler supply.

When all else fails, the
Government moves in
with iis irucks, police,
guns, dogs and batons,

For the Governmeni
the Baniustans are wsed
as dumping grounds for
people who have no jobs,
It is used to control and
direct cheap labour.

The Government also
wanis o keep control by
dividing the people into
separate nations, like
Xhosa, Fulu ete.

The African people
must carry ol Lheir
political rights in the ‘in-
dependent states’, ihe
Government says.

It refuses to recognise
the African people as
South Africans, and give
everyone full political
rights in a united South
Africa.

SPEAK

When did yvou hear that
you were going 1o be
removed?

The chiel never

organised our people, He
just told us one day that
he got a letter from the
Commissioner that we
must move from this
place to an unknown
place.
It was rumoured for
years. Our chiel agreed,
I think because he was
not educated. He thought
what the CGovernment
says no-one can be allow-
ed o answer. We were
not allowed to give opin
ions. One can say the
Government was helped
by the chief.

What did vou do?

We gathered to ralk
about it and think of
years back, We
understood that years
back Paul Kruger was
helped by the Balokwa
with his wars. We started
to think and went to our
long ago papers.

We said: ““We know this
place was given (o us by
Paul Kruger. We said
WE wWere not moving.

I¥id all the people wani io
stay?

This place is divided into
two. Some staying with
the chief and some not.
Those who staved with
the chief are those who
agreed. Others were

taken by force.

How did the removals
happen?

First, the Commissioner
sent Covernment of ficials
(0 write numbers on our
houses. Thev came back

later and got idemtity
numhbers from
everybody,

(_30

urage

n rural

We tried to refuse but
we couldn’t.

Then other officials
came to evaluate the
houses. They came to my
housge and asked me how
miuch | paid for . [ ask-
ed myself, were they
thinking of compensating
me if 1 agreed to go?

Before the removals
started, a Special Branch
came 1o my office at
school. He threatened
me; ““You musin’t be
here on Monday, other-
wise vou will go by
foree'”,

I told him 1o go to my
husband at the secondary
school but he refused. He
was directed by his

seniors; “Don’t go to the
husband, go to the wife’,
We talked and talked and
talked but I tald him we
Were not going.

sl |.- h"- o
Whai happened on the
day you were meant (o
move?

The officials began mov-
ing those who wanted to
move. They loaded all
their things nicely into
trucks. Only 1o discover
that only about 40
families agreed 10 move.,

The chief got angry.
We don't know whether
it was the chief or not,
but what we heard was
that it was the chief who
told the Commissioner
that he must bring
soldiers and dogs to bite
the people,

50 after discovering
that many people did not
want to go, they started
to take them by force,

If they found the
owner of a house they
would get him and hold
him. Then they would get
chains break the house

" g
The people of D
being MOY

riefontein are |
ed. Last Ye

ar their le

dead. But the fight goes OR- .

arcas

and load evervthing into
trucks.

They would hold the
awner all the time so0 he
wouldn't run  away.

Because most peaple ran
away to stay with others
in nearby villages. That is
how we
removals.

fought the

How did you manage to
run away?;

When we saw the trucks
in front of our house we
would flee to the bushes.
In the evening when the
trucks had gone to sleep,
the people just came from
the bushes and took their
things. They would take
them on the heads and
run away to neigbouring
villages.,

There was no fighting.
Only the boys fought
with the dogs. One was
badly biten and taken to
hospital.

We went to the people
at Matoks Ramaokgapa
and other nearby places:
“Can [ build a shanty
next to your house?"
They said vyes, even if
they were not relatives.

We stayed at Matoks
for about a year. Then
from October 1980 we
started moving back.
What was life like at
Matoks?
some things weére in-
teresting. For example,
no school. And one day
the children in the villages
said they were not going
to classes umnless the
Makgato children also go
to classes. Children from
all the schools marched.
When they got to Kwadi,
the teacher did not like
the march. But they just
pushed the doors and
said: **Come on, let the

MAKGOTO is a village near Pistersburg in the
mmmﬂmlmm

to move to Kromhoek.
e et Ths ek st
ran away. ; their homes
i i} . destroyed thei

' quwﬂwﬂntmﬁmwi;rm-
by villages. Slowly they went back to rebuild their

After a tong and hard struggle, the Govern-
ment agreed they could stay.

The Makgato people had to sacrifice and
organise to win. They formed commitiees,
organmised meetings, sent delegations to the
authorities, and made their story known through
the newspapers.

Today most of the people are home again.

A woman school teacher from the village tells
us of their fight against forced removals and the
battle to keep their homes.

children out, we are mar-
ching to the Circuit
Office™.

“"We are going to rell
the Circuit Inspector that
we can’t continue when
the Makgato children are
nod at school.” After thar
we were told to gather the
children and they had 1o
go 1o classes in the dif-
ferent schools.,

Did vou have a
commitiee?”

Those who remained had
a committee where they
talked about what to do
and what not o do.
Crherwise we would have
fought and killed one
another.

We just said, “*No, we
are not fighting, let them
do what they want but we
are not fighting."

Im 1980 we decided to
send a delegation of four
people to Cape Town to
talk to Mr Botha.

Koornhol gave us the
green light to return. He
said: ““We haven't settled
your matters yet, but go
back and rebuild'. We
are pleased wvou didn't
fight'.

Actually what made
Koornhof not to be s0
strong 15 that our people
did not fight, and on the
Government’s papers it
was written that those
who wanted to go were
allowed to go and those
who didn't were allowed

o remain.

W,
N
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With what money did
you star{ rebuilding the
village?

With our own money.
Thats why the place is
half built, There are no
beautiful buildings here
because they never com-

pensated us. Everything
was demolished.

hat role did the women
play?

Before you couldn't get
into the Kgotla (meeting)
and say anything. If you
had something o say,
you would tell a man to
go and say it. Now we
attend.

Women were brave, |
remember one day when
the Commissioner came
[0 remove some people.
Women got hoes, spades,
forks stones — anything,
They went to the road
and stood in a row. They
s@id 1o the commissioner
if you cross, you die.
Could they cross? Mever!
They also called the boys

from the secondary
school who came
TUTTEng

The commissioner and
his officials just got into
the car and went away
making poo-poo-poo
Noises.

From that time the
women played an impor-
tant role,

What would you say to
other communities in the
same situation?

Well they must first
organise. If they don't ac-
cept the removal they
must sit together and
choose committees, And
they must not fight.

If they say, *“we are not
gomg'’, they must re-
main, saying **we are not
going'’. But if one starts
to say ““Ag" then they
will move.

With us, we said, **we are
not going™" until the last.
Instead we ran away car-
rying things on our
heads.

Alzo, we did not just sit,
we talked with people,
suggested this and that
and even went as far as
Cape Town to talk to the
big one.

ighting against
adgr‘_ WwWas Ehn‘l
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Workers meet in overcrowded rooms at a Durban Deep hostel,

Mine bosses do
not like trade
unions

MINE owners are the
richest people in the

country, bul mine
workers are the worsi
paid and live and work in
very bad coaditions.
Mine workers get paid
very low wages bul work
long hours. Overtime pay
is very litthe and many
workers do not have the
option whether they want

to work overtime oF nod,

Mosl mine workers are
coniraci workers and
thus have no leave pay.
Only a few workers can
belong Lo a pension fund,
Workers complain of
deductions 1o their pay
packets which they do not
understand and were not
consulted about.

Al some mines workers

are made to contribute to
a Provident Fund. They
are nol asked whether
they wani to, mor told
how it will help them.

Many workers fall sick
or are injured because of
unhealthy and unsafe
conditions. They do not
get sick leave and are
often fired after being
injured.

HUNMDREDS and
thousands work in the
mines. Until recently very
few workers belonged to
rrade unions, although
their conditions of work
are bad and wages poor.

Last vear a union call-
ed the South African
Mine Workers Union was
formed Lo organise mine
workers.

A substantial number
of workers in the Trans-
vaal had joined unions
such as the General &
Allied Workers' Union
and the Municipal &
General Workers® Union.
These unions together
with other unions such as
the South African Allied
Workers’ Union decided
to form a special union
for mine workers.

“One union for mine
workers is stronger than
having many unions
organising in the mines,"”
said Samson Ndou, Sam-
wu's interim chairperson.

Since the formation of
Samwu in January 1983,
it has opened offices in
Johannesburg, New Cas-
tle, Kuruman, Vryburg
and West Rand. The
union is preparing for its
first congress where an
executive will be elected
Presently a steering com-
mittee exisis with Samson
Ndou as Chairperson,
Sisa Njikelana a:
Secretary, Sydnes
Mufamadi as Transvaal
organiser, Phillip Masia
as Orange Free State
organiser and Matthews

Olifants s Maial

Organiser.

When Samwu began
confronting the mine
bosses, they discovered
that the mine bosses did
not like unions. The mine
bosses only allowed cer-
[ain unions 1o organise
workers.

Samwu would write
letters 1o the mine bosses
representing their
members. But the bosses
would reply: ““We have a
well established pro-
cédure for handling
complaints."”

"This response is not
good enough,'”” com-
mented Samwu’s interim
chairperson, Samson
Mdou. “*If their so-called
well established pro-
cedure was adeguate,
workers would not have
to join the union,”” he
said. “*Workers join
unions for good
reasons.’”

At Durban
Roodepoort Deep Mines,
Samwu members got im-
patent with this response
from management. So
they demanded to meet
the mineé management.

Samwu  officials met
the chiefl industrial rela-
tions officer, Mr
Webster. Mr Webster
said he was not prepared
to deal with the union un-
til they had been granted
Permission (O organise on
nis mine by the Chamber
of Mines.

The Chamber of Mines

1% amn organisation
representing the mine
bosses. The mine bosses
said the Chamber must
approve all unions before
they can be allowed to
organise the workers,

The union was angry.
They feel that if workers
have problems at an in-
dividual mine, the pro-
blem must be solved at
that level. They do not
want 1o ask the Chamber
of Mines' permission
first,

“Mine bosses are try-
ing to force us to take the
issue out of the hands of
the workers,"" said Sam-
son Mdouw.

Samwu is presently
discussing the issue with
its members. “‘If the
workers wanit us to meet
the Chamber we shall do
50, they say.

Mine bosses also have
other ways to hinder
unions they do not like.
There are many guards
and fences around mines
and mine compounds
where the workers stay. It
is difficult for wnion
Organisers to meet
workers and tell them
about the union. ““But
samwu has s own way
of getting to workers,"

SAYS the Samwu
organiser, Patrick
Tsholetzane.

Mine bosses try and
discredit Samwu and urge
workers (o join  other
untons. However this an-
tempt often backfires on
the bosses
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THREE out of every ten children in Riverlea
have tried sniffing glue at least once, and two
out of every ten sniff glue regularly.

This is the feeling of parents and teachers in
Riverlea. They have become increasingly con-
cerned about the number of children sniffing
glue.

Why do the children do it?

SPEAK found out by talking to a group of
children as they sat in the shadows of a precast
wall in the area.

They were all young — between seven and
eleven years old — still attending primary school.

Some spoke freely, others were reluctant. A
few were openly antagonistic.

“Ek gebruik al glue van ek ses was,”” one child
said. “*My ma vra nie wat ek met die geld wat
sy my gee doen nie. Sy is altyd weg.”

Another child said glue took the worries away.
"My father left us and my mother is always
drunk. Nobody notices when I'm drifting. And
when I've had a tube, 1 don't care."”

Some children sniffed glue only to be part of
the group.

“When we moved into these flats nobody
would play with me until [ sniffed glue. Gold
gum is a habit already.”’

“*As ek nie glue sniff nie gaan ek sonder
vriende is. My vriende is soos ek,”” another said.

““Its better to be part of a group on a cold
winter night. We all sniff together and laugh all
the time. It makes old cars more comfortable to
sleep in when you can’t feel."

There were those who did it just for fun. “*Dit
gee my groot lekkerkry. Die timers drink wyn en
ons sniff glue."

w F':.- il y"ﬂ%ﬁéﬁ?

SPEAK learned the children graduate from
glue to benzine, then possibly to alcohol and
hard-line drugs.

“I'm sniffing benz already. Its better than
glue. It doesn’t leave a rim around your mouth.™

The children said they got the glue and ben-

zine from local shops.
bl & TR ku-u'p hier by die winkels, Hlulle worry nie,

solank ons net betaal.”
All the children spoken to agreed they
sometimes felt ill and could not remember things

from one day to the next.

None knew how to stop. Many did not want
to. Their parents did not know. Some did not
have parents to tell.

“‘Hoekom vra jy so baie vrae!"" An older child
asked angrily. **Jy's nou al die vyfde een die jaar
wal hier so kom vrae's stel."”

“Loop weg," he said. “*Gaan terug na jou huis
toe. Onse huis is die straat en ons is die familie
hier. Ons gebruk onse eie geld vir onse gold glue,
nie jou'ne nie.”

And as SPEAK took its leave, a little boy who
had not spoken a word, wiped his hand across

'-‘F'-.

More and
kids sniff glue

more

"“Die_timers
drink wyn en
ons_sniff glue”’

his mouth and said: **Ag auntie gee my geld vir
brood toe.™

Teachers at schools in the area said they knew
about the glue sniffing, but did not know the
specific children;

*The boys are loval to one another,"” one said.

A resident said the children sniffed glue
because it was ““cheap and effective.”

“*Bostik, ordinary gum glue, anything that you
can buy cheaply. Its availability is unlimited and
legal, but lethal."

Glue destroys the mucous membranes in the
nostrils and the user sniffs constantly. It causes
dry throat and ultimately leads to throat and ear
infections. Glue users also complain of numb-
ness in the fingers.

A local doctor said this could be the result of
nerve ends being destroyed by the toxic agents
contained in glue and benzine.

= g T

to do about the problem.

One resident said the children need security
and the knowledge that they were important to
the community.

“*Not just another number in an overcrowded
classroom.™

““Perhaps the community can organise effec-
tive recreational alternatives for the children and
parent effectiveness training groups,”” another
resident suggested.

o

i e E::-

Vera Smith, a social worker and Director of
Riverlea Social Services, said the sad thing was
that the children could not really be helped in
d“?' :":"I;'Itu ihicy necd 15 possibly institutiomnaliza
tion and ultimately proper recreational facilities,

““Giving the children temporary help
frustrated them more because they still went back

to overcrowded homes or drunk parents.”

A community worker in the area said the com-
munity should try to do something concrete in
the short term.

“Something through which the children can
also come to realise their rights and value as
human beings — something through which they
can develop their confidence and potential and
a positive outlook.

“‘But in the long term, the environment of
over-crowding, unemployment, poor education,
Facilities, living conditions and all that must also
change.

s
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All about the new tax laws

THE Government has made a
new income iax law which will
affect all African workers.
SPEAK looks at the differences
between the new law and the
old law and explains the new
law,

What are the differences
between the old law and
the new law!

There is one law for all
workers.

Until March 1st 1984, there
was one tax law for Africans
and another for Indian
oureds and Whites. Now all
workers will pay tax under the
same law.

Everybody will not pay the
same

Under the old law men
and women with the same
wages paid the same tax.

Under the new law the tax
will not be the same for all
workers.

@ Men with wives and children
will pay less tax.

# Single people will pay more
tax than married men.

® Married women will pay
more tax. -

Taxes will be collected in a dif-
ferent way

Every month the bosses took
part of the workers" wages and
sent this money to the Govern-
ment. This kind of tax is called
““Pay As You Earn (PAYE)".
Workers never heard anything
more from the Government
about their Tax.

The forms are sent to the
Government tax collector —
called the Receiver of Revenue
— who will look at the forms
and decide again how much tax
a worker should pay.

Sometimes workers will get
some money back from the
Government if the Government
thinks they paid too much tax.
But sometimes workers will
have to pay more tax.

How does the new system
work?

You will be asked by your
boss to fill in a form called an
“IRP 2" form where you will
have to say how much you
carn, whether you are married
and how many children you
have.

- The Government has ‘*‘tax
deduction tables’ . which it
sends to the bosses. The tables
tell the bosses how much tax a
worker should pay each month.

Every month your boss will
then take part of your wages
" and send this money to the
Government.

-—

At the end of February each
year you will get another form

This form is called an *‘in-
come tax return’’. If you earn
more than R8 000 a year —
which is R154 per week — you
must send a tax return to the
Receiver of Revenue.

Married women do not have
to fill in this form.

The Receiver of Revenue
looks at your form. They look
if you are married or single,
how many people you support,
and your medical and insurance
expenses.

They deduct these from your
total income to work out what
they call your ‘‘taxable in-
come"’ — the amount of money
you earn on which you must
pay tax.

People who earn a lot of
money pay more tax than those
who earn a little. People who
earn a lot pay a greater part of
their wages to the Government.

People who earn very little
and have to support a lot of
people, have to pay very little
tax. Sometimes they do not
have to pay any tax at all.

Some months after you have
sent in your tax return form,
you will get a reply from the
Receiver of Revenue.

Sometimes he will tell you to

pay more tax. Sometimes you
will get some money back.

- What do !‘ﬂl-.wlﬂ

remember?

@ If you earn over R8 000
per year you have to send a tax
return form to the Receiver of
Revenue. You can get a fine if
you do not.

@ If you earn less than R8 000
per year you do not have to
send a tax return form. But if
you think you have paid too
much tax every month, then
you should fill in a form. If you
do not fill in the form yvou will
not get any money back if you
have overpaid.

® You boss may want to fill in
the IRP 2 form for you. You
should check that your boss has
the correct information. For ex-
ample if he thinks you only
have two children when you
really have five, then he will
deduct too much money.

@ Your boss should tell you
how much money he is deduc-
ting from your wages to pay
your tax. If you want to check
that your boss is deducting the
right amount of money you can
look at the tax tables. The tax
tables are difficult to read. If
you want help you can go to
your union, the Black Sash or
the Industrial Aid Society.

@ If you do not receive a reply
from the Receiver of Revenue
you should contact the local of -
fice of the Receiver of Revenue.
In Johannesburg it is at No 4,
Rissik Street, South.

How much will you have to
pay?

How much you have to pay

depends on:
# how much you earn,.

® whether you are married or
single,
@ how many children and
other people you support —
called dependants.

The new law puts people in-
to three main groups which are:
® single persons — men and
women,
® married men,
® married women

Each group pays different
amounis depending on how
much they earn and how many
children they have.

We will look at how much -

tax each group had to pay
under the old law and how

much they must pay under the
new law.

Single people

oy
For e!xnﬂrpfe* old law
Thami Mna- Thami paid
reng gels R7.20 tax

R350 every every month.
month. He is Under the

not married new law he
and he has  will pay no
two children. tax each
Under the manrh

b B

For example
Themba
Mazibuko
gels R500
every month.
He is not
married and
he has no
children.
Under the., Under the
old law new law he
Thembi paid will pay
R20.82 each R28.80 each
month. monih.

Single people with no child-
ren will pay more tax but with
children will pay less tax under
the new law, '

Married people

The new law calls a lot of dif-
ferent people **married per-
sons"’. They are: .
@ a man whujsma.tﬂﬂdb}’
custom or by law
® a widower
® a widow
® a man or a women who
looks after children mostly
from their own wages.

A married woman is not
regarded as a married person.
chart and examples

For mmp.fe thﬂhwﬂ
gets R300
every month.

Sﬂﬂﬂﬂ

ADVICE

Her husband tax each

is dead and  month.

she has three Under the
children. new law she
Under the will pay no
old law she  tax each
paid R4,34  monith.

Mandla paid
Mandla R45,04 every
Ndlovu gets month.
R700 every  Under the
month. He is - new law
married and Mandla will
has four pay R6,71
children. tax each
Under the month.

Most married persons will
pay less tax.

Married women

The law says married women
are women who are married by
custom or by law,

Under the

old law she
Maria Mofo- paid R1.94
keng gels each month,
R250 every. Under the
month. She new law
is married Maria will
with three pay Rl1,42
children. éach month.

Married women will pay
much more tax under the new
law. They won't pay less tax
because they look after
children.

What do you need to
remember?

@ If you are a married women
and your husband has no job or
earns very little, you should ask
you boss if you can pay tax as
a “*‘married person’’. Then vou
will pay less tax. You must ask
your boss to write to the
Receiver of Revenue and tell
them that you will be taxed as
a married person.

What are the disadvan-

tages of the new system?

It discriminates against
women
® Married women will have to
pay more tax

® Married couples who
together earn less than RE 000
may pay more tax unless they
fill in a tax return form, —
which they do not need to do in
law.

Migrant workers will be worse
off.

Migrant workers will have to
pay taxes twice. Their bosses
will deduct money from their
wages and when they go home,
they will beaskudtnparuxtu—

® Migrant workers have to
send their tax returns to the
Bantustan authorities. They
may have to wait a long time
and have problems because
Bantustan governments are not
very efficient.
The new system is more
complicated
@ The bosses can confuse and
cheat workers if they do not
understand the new system.
Workers who cannot read or
write will find it difficult to fill
in the tax forms.
Workers do not trust the new
system. . . b
Wnrkm are wumnd th:]l'
will not get back the money
they are entitled to.

What are the ldmlagﬂ

Some people especially if

they are married and have
many children will pay less
taxes.
Families who have had to pay
high medical and insurance
costs or who have to support
many other people will also pay
less. However they will still pay
more each month and will only
get the money back the next
year after they have sent in their
tax return form.

B

What other problems do
people have with the new
tax system?

People were not consulted
When the Government made
the new law it discussed it with
the bosses. The Government
did not talk to the workers. So
workers will not trust the law.
Equal taxes but not equal rights
"Black workers now pay the
same tax as whites yet they do
not have the vote. This means
they do not have a say in how
their taxes are spent.
People do not like ihe way in
which their taxes are speni
The Government does not
spend the same on blacks as it
does on whites. The money
from the people's taxes are us-
ed to pay the town councils, the
police and the Bantustan
authorities. People do not want
their money to be spent on
these things.
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Young people speak out

I would mever serve in the
SADF. The SADF is the
military wing of
Apartheid. One mneeds to
look at the imfluence of
the military in the govern-
ment. The ‘total
onslaught’ ideclogy is a
fake. If the problem im-
side South Africa can be
solved, then no threat ex-
ists externally.

Gordon Mathibe

call—up

As elections for the
Government's three
chamber parliament
draws closer. more and
more people are showing
their opposition to the
new constitution.

* 1o the campaign against
the constitution an impor-
tant issue for the com-

. munity has been that of

:,"th_ conscription_of
‘Eﬁif&nrd* “and" Indian 29

F‘ youth into the army.
—= With this vote comes a

® gun, many have said, and the campaign

Mhm clearly ex-

_ pposed the government's
intentions to conscript
Coloured and Indian
youth.

. As early as 1974 it was
reported thal the Com-
mandant General of the
South African Defence
Force (SADF) met with
member of the SAIC
“behind closed ‘doors’ to
outline proposals for the
military training of -Indian

_ people,

- Gen. Yiljoen of the

. SADF has also said the
SADF intended introduc-
ing - conscription for
Coloureds and Indians

" because the Government

- was ‘preparing Lo counter

~ the threat of insurgency

_-and . conventional -war-

. fare’, :

P.W. Botha at a press
conference in November

... 1983 said military national

| service would be ex-

. tended to Coloured and

™ Indian people.

But the Government
~ has been vague about its
intentions and side- stepp-
ing the issue as it tries to
.. win support for ils plans.
" *They know we will not
defend the borders for a
scheme which in no way
~ gives us equal rights in the
land of our birth, a
member of -one youth
organisaton said.

The conscription issue
is part of their whole plan
to divide us and protect
Apartheid.’

'

: 1
Like any other law,-Iif
conscriptiom becomes
law, one has to obey it.
But f there are means of
evading this law in any
form, I will be inclined to
do so. | am opposed to
fight for a couniry whose
laws are wholly unjust.

Jaswant Gopal
Lenasia

He said it was precisely
because of the Govern-
ment's commitment to
Apartheid that thousands
of young people had left
the country o take up
ATTS.

‘How can anyone say
South Africa faces an ex-
ternal threat. The people
on the other side are sons

Organisations leading
against the
new constitution, like the
Transvaal Indian
Congress (T1C) and the
Transvaal Anti- PC Com-
mittee, have also exposed
what individuals like Red-
dy. Poovalingham and
Hendrickse think of con-
scription.

“I'hey support conscrip-
tion of our people and
also present the issue as if
weg face an external
threat,’ a member of the
TIC said.

“T'o do 8o is to in fact ac-
cept that the Govern-
ment’s initiatives meet the
demands of all South
Africans,

‘Like the Mational Party
tells its followers. they are
saying ‘you can't ask a
man to fight for his
country if he cannot
vole.'

*‘What kind of vote are
they giving us? Quite
clearly one can’t even
remotely connect this
vole to true democracy.

‘As long as all South
Africans dont have a say
in a genuinely non-racial
and democratic society,
there will be strife and
conflict,” he said.

Conscription is rejected
also because of the army's
role. in destabilising
neighbouring countries,
the illegal occupation of
MNamibia and in suppress-
ing legitimate protest
within the country.

Reasons why the
Government wanis (o
conscript Indian and

If we are part of the army
we would be part of the
oppressor who is enfore-
ing oppression.

Ebrahim Variava
Lenasia

o

_d ters of this ...
“country.” he said.

- threughout (he comtry

The SADF's role is
primary to maintain and
entrench racist policy
through force. If | am un-
able to leave the country,

'B.M. Kirkman
 Bosmont

e 1

are convinced the

system, therefore it is
wrong to participate im
defending this country. It
is also obviows army call-
up will affect many
aspects of my family,
social and personal life.

Jay Junkoon
Lenasia

Voting today means
tomorrow

A

o R
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conscripting Colouwred and Indian youth once its mew
constitution is implemented.

Coloured youth include:
@®The military situation
demands greater man-
power.

®The economy cannot do
without . white men for

longer periods. It would
harm the existing skill
shoriage.

@People other than
whites in the army is good
propaganda material to

show the war on the
border is not between
South Africans, but
against ‘communist
@70 pacify NP followers.
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TTL beats
problem
subjects

THE Lenasia Youth
League affiliate, Time To
Learn, began its tutorial
classes last month.

It is ten vears now that
Time To Learn has pro-
vided this voluntary ser-
vice to school students.

Tuition is offered for
all standards in all sub-
jects. Films on setworks
are also screened and
regular lectures cover
problem subjects like
maths and science. The
organisation also hopes
to dramatize set works
this year.

Classes are held twice a
week on Mondays" and
Thursdays from 4 pm to
7 pm at the Jiswa Centre
in Suikerbos Street.

Organisers appealed to
individuals who could
assist with tutoring to
contact them at the Jiswa
Centre.

No water —
four weeks

KATLEHONG and
Thokoza residents were
without water for four
weeks because of careless
planning by the East
Rand Administration
Board.

The problem began
after the completion of a
new water reservoir. They
underestimated the
pressure from the reser-
voir which caused the
asbestos pipes to con-
stantly burst.

The water supply had
to be cut off.

Water tankers were
provided by Erab while
contractors replaced the
asbestos pipes with steel
OIS,

However again Erab
underestimated the de-
mand for water and did
not supply enough tank-
ers. Many residents went
without water after que-
ing for more than six
hours — and that was
after some had walked
4 km or morée to the
tankers.

It took another week
of public outery and pro-
test for Erab to consider
switching on the water at
night and only off during
the day when contractors
were working on the
pipes.

And now residents fear
that they will have to pay

for water wasted through
pipes that burst.

Azaadville
waiting list
ignored

THE Azaadville
Consulta-

tive Committes wants to
auction . 228 stands in-
stead of allocating them
to residents on the
waiting list.

These stands will be

business-

men and not go to the 600
families who badly need
homes and have been on
the waiting list for up to
ten years, said the Azaad-
ville Township Ratepayers
Association.

The Association wanis
to apply to the Supreme
Court for an interdict to
put a stop to the auction.

The Association also
claims that some con-
sultative committee
members own more than
one property in Azaad-
ville and “*it was the rich
whom the council gave
first preference to"’.

They called on the
Krugersdorp City Coun-
cil to allocate the stands
to applicants on the
waiting list, giving priori-
ty to families who have
been in the queue the
longest.

Wrab raises
rent without
permission

RENT increases in Bek-

kersdal-had to be posi- -

poned because they had
not yet been approved by
the Minister of Co-
operdtion and
Development.

Before Wrab is allow-
ed to raise rents, the in-
creases need to be ap-
proved and published in
the Government Gazette.
Wrab also has a respon-
sibility to discuss the in-
creases with the local
community council,

Wrab claimed the in-
creases were given the
nod in July last wear.
However this is denied by
some councillors.

But the reprieve is
short-lived, rent will be
increased this month.

Fury over
new road

A DECISION to widen a
road in Evaton has
dlready made the new
Town Council of Evaton

Residents are angry
with the Council as the
plan was never discuss. |
with them. They will also
have to walk further to
catch buses using the new
road.

The church of Father
McCamel, chairperson of
the Vaal Civic Associa-
tion, will also be affected
by the new road.

Stand owners at a
meeting called in
February to discuss the
issue, formed a commit-
tee to investigate legal
steps they could take.
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Putco buses drove empty through Alexandra as commuters said

TODAY some people

in Alexandra still walk to
work or hitch lifts.
. This is 50 even after the
boycott of buses has been
called off and the bus
fare increase im-
plemented. All of them
feel very strong about
Putco's treatment of the
people.

I still dont want to see
myself in a Putco bus,”
says Mrs Ntingane, “‘even
though the boycott has
been called off. Putco has

not met our demands.” -

. Most don't travel by
bus because they simply
- cannot afford to. They
continue to-‘foot it*
Putco raised its fares
on all Reef routes by
12.5% in January. It was
*about the fourth increase
. in as many years.
-~ People in many
Atownships , protested

‘againsi the Increase. In

ty rallied together and
+ demanded they be heard.
- "““We wanted Putco to
 know our complaints,”
one resident said.
& "“We have to pay the
m:andfnrfmd If peo-
‘iple could” all come
‘“together that is good.
.‘I*utm knew that the
whole of Alex was strik-
dmg — young, old
sludents teachers.”
- Hostel dwellers,
_shopkeepers, the youth,
_*im—-lmd The
#Taxi _came
of the -
—hymu and d:pppd
- their’ fares..People who

< pwied cars gave lifts 1o
workers every day of the
__ﬂﬁu'thhﬂh!m

Front (UDF), and from
as far away as Ham-
mersdale and Ciskei.
Shouts of ‘Azikhelwa’
and the chanting of
freedom somgs rang
through church halls as
thousands attended
meetings called by the
Alexandra Commuters
© Committese,
For many it brought
- back memories of the
1957 bus boycott when
wmkmmltedlnr three

increase  was
necessary because of
inflation.

But for commuters it
was exactly because of in-
Mation, the rising cost of
living, unemployment,

high rents and low wages .

that they could not afford

. the increase.

The increase also came
at a time when people
could least afford it —
i::;ﬂ;ﬁﬂ the festive
xeriod and when people
faced other immediate ex-
penses like school funds,

The increase thu hit

“We'd like to ask Put-
<0 whats the work of that .
50c,' ome resident said.

‘*ulmldplaﬂlﬁ

i Puloo. 1'd. aak-him
ﬂlﬁ"t.ﬁlﬂ‘l#

Ptuplc complained
they were not consulied
over the increase.

They supposed to tell
us when they want to in--
crease the money for the
bus,” Mr Frank Sefara,
a hostel dweller said.

“They supposed to ask
us and tell us why. Thry
just increased the bus
fares.”

The community could
not understand why the
fares were increased when
the price of fuel had
dropped.

The fuel price decrease
meant a saving for Putco
of R1 090 000 from the
time the fuel price drop-
ped up to June this year,
Residents had many other
:ﬁhrmm .I:mu their

-We- went - on. boycott
because lg earn
nnlhin; have no
mbney. Putco have not
‘the

struggle is not over yet. .

People are there to sup-
port the petition.

Mr John Mathipa
m

ty. We cannot afford the i

Migh fares. Iis just too
mﬁfnrthepmrm_ﬁl’e

by bus twice a week. The
" increase is too much for
me. We were happy
about it we must boycott
the buses. It showed

“We will not ride’’

Mike Bea — chair of

Alexandra
Commitiee
said.,

In the interest of main-
taining unity, the com~
munity called off the
boycott, but vowed to

continue the stmgﬂq.

Commters’

other in other £

A petition was
upon and scores of peg-
phmmmmﬂu-

the power of unitéd
action.

“When peopie begam
feelling the pinch of the
law, it means Putco has
felt the boycott," "Mirs:
MNtingane said.

*“Putco now knows pur
feclings and they knon
they most take ows

@ The buses are always
@ Drivers are rude and

® There are no toilets
at bus stations

® Weekly tickets are
not flexible
® No shelters at bus

stops
® Buses

overcrowded.

The impact of the in-
crease and constant
frustration with a bad

service brought together
people from all over the

14 now face charges
under the Intimidation

Act.
Bruce Sebothe, a

1 saw the police tak-

ing: people out of taxis
anf force them to use
buses,”” Mrs Ntingane
said.

Taxis were fined for all
kinds of things — fire ex-
tinguishers, WIONDg
routes, overloading, mir-
rors - ammounting to
fines of up to R3 000 a
day.

The heavy police ac-
tion forced an emergency
meeting of the communi-
ty where it was decided to

“We do not want to

see people being hurt and
fired from work,” the
commuiers commities

Mrs lris.

: huuuwift said

Thuillmd.lﬂﬁ
for people to come
together. If we dom’t
fight for ourseives, he
(Putco) won't care. We
have to show him we are
not satisfied. Maybe he'll
change his mind.""

The chairperson of the
Alexandra Commuters
Committee, Mr Mike
Bea, praised the people’s
united stand — both
when they took the deci-
sion to begin the boycott
lnd?thmthrd:ﬂduitﬂ

tacks on their living
standards.

PUTCO is a bus
transport company. Put-
. ¢o has no competition
and is the oaly bus com-
pany which the Govern-
ment allows to operafe in-
certain areas.

This is because the
Government says a single
company will be more
-responsible to the com-
munities it is sapposed to
serve. But the grievances,
protests and struggles of
commuters against Putco
show the opposite.

A company like Putco

in which people have no
say does not have to be
responsible to anyone but
those that own it. Why
else are Putco fares dif-
ficult to afford, drivers

Putco makes ‘high profits

not properly trained,
buses always dirty lnd
seasonal tickets not
flexible.

The Board of Directors
controlling Putco are all
big businessmen. Three
of these are members of
the Broederbond and two
of these were appointed
by ‘the Government to
look after its own in-
terests. There is no one to
look after the interests of

- the people who use the

buses
One of the Directors
was secretary of the Ban-

tu Resettlement Board in
the 1950"s He supervised

- the forced rescttlement of

58 000 people from
Sophiastown.

Putco belongs to a
company called Carleo
Enterprises. This com-
pany is part of a bigger
group of companies call-
ed the Carleo Group. The
Carleo Group is owned
mostly (67%) by Mr
Caetano Carleo through
a company called Carleo
[nvestments.

Carleo Investments
also owns a number of

which
are ﬂm involved in

® Africa Body, and
Coach which supplies
buses to Putco.

@ Carleo Diesel Services
owns property which
Putco hires to operate
from.

® Crown Body Jand
Coach which repairs the
buses. (Putco was involv-

ed in 7589 accidents in

- 1982 which is 25 accidents

a day or 1 every hour).
There are companies
which provide insurance
and maintenance for
Putco.
MIM#islﬂqllm_
panies make it very casy
for Putco to show it is not
making huge profits. This
is done by making Putco
pay more for the services
provided by the *‘sister"’
mmpuuuﬂ:mntm

these *‘sister'’ companies
are one group, so the
group as a whole makes
a big profit.

Putto then finds it
easier to apply for an in-
crease in fares and the in-
flated costs of the services

to the people.

At the same time Put-
co is also subsidited by
the people through their
faxes.,

For every ticket bought
by a passenger, the bus
company receives money

from the taxes paid to the
Government.

In the five years from
1976 to 1981, R5S million
from taxes was paid to
Putco. ,

Workers who travel the
same route every day use
clipcards. The clipcards

can only be used for a
m-tl.innumh:rufdm
If a worker does not use
the bus on one of these
days, he loses his money.
Even if a bus is late, or
had an accident, Putco
still gets its money from
the worker and the tax
payer.

This way Putco does
M{hﬂmﬁmiklﬂ-.
vice but still gets ire
profit.
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