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On the 13 December 1993, the Voter
Education music cassette was laun-
ched. Many people, including famous
musicians and politicians, joined to
have lots of fun - See Page 36
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he election campaign has start-
ed in earnest. Yet none of the
contestants can claim that they
have grasped the tasks at hand
in what is the most massive and
intense political activity South
Africa has ever witnessed.

They are all feeling their way through a
new terrain.

For the ANC and its allies, the task is to
move from the politics of resistance to the
formality of “establishment contest” and
governance.

The NP and others in the white estab-
lishment face an uphill battle transforming
images and mindsets that are to all intents
and purposes lily-white. They have to
reach out to blacks without whom they
face the prospect of marginalisation. Yet
they do not have credible policies to ad-
dress the plight of the oppressed.

The approach then is to perpetuate the
old style while trying to give it new mean-
ing. Masters at fudging the issues during
apartheid elections, they seek to turn the
campaign into Hollywood-type road-
shows, debates of the high school fame
and vitriol.

The ANC has a natural edge over all
these parties. For what is unfolding is a re-
sult of people’s struggles, a realisation of
their demands and aspirations.

This is aptly reflected in its plans con-
tained in the Reconstruction and
Development Programme (RDP). But the
challenge is ensuring that these ideals cap-
ture the national imagination.

Elections: will emptiness
triumph over content?

In the past three months, the ANC has
succeeded in doing this through direct
contact with the electorate in door-to-
door work and People’s Forums. The fo-
rums in particular worked out so well that
the tradition will be carried into govern-
ment. Tied to this is the democratic and
transparent process that has gone into
the adoption of the electoral lists and the
RDP, a quality that stands the ANC in
good stead.

The question though is whether the
emphasis on form devoid of content -
which is the mainstay of white establish-
ment politics - will dominate the approach
to the campaign. In other words, will neg-
ative campaigning and kissing babies be-
come the focus?

The answer lies not so much with the
adeptness of any of the contestants.
Rather it is a function of the media: the
mediator between creators of news and
the public. If the media is steeped in the
mindset of the white establishment,
then form and not content will domi-
nate coverage.

South Africa will be the poorer. For the
desperate situation of millions without
jobs, housing and education will be put in
the back-burner.

There is no doubt which between the
emptiness of form and seriousness of
content will triumph on 27 April.
However, a creative presentation of con-
tent on the part of the ANC will also be
crucial in determining the extent of that
victory. #
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Readerﬁ
out

SUPPORT FROM
BEHIND BARS
ACROSS THE SEAS
Dear MAYIBUYE

I'm a black prisoner sen-
tenced to eight years in
this prison along with

3 000 other black young
men. Although we are
bom in this land we know
that Africa is the land that
produced us long ago.
Thus we do look upon
your great victory with
affection and great pride.

Congratulations to the
ANC and all its support-
ers who have, together,
after much sacrifice, ac-
complished the liberty of
your land. We here are
proud of you and debate
with affection about you
and how greal a nation
you will become. And we
desire to know more,
firsthand, about you. We
desire a direct connection
of sorts with you.

I write, therefore, for
many of us here who
want to ask you (o please
donate a year's subscrip-
tion of MAYIBUYE so
that we can follow your
people’s glonous reclaim-
ing of your government.

Please understand that
we are prisoners and have
no money right now o
support your cause by
buying it. If this is not
possible we will welcome
any information, even

back issues of other pub-
lications. We welcome
and appreciate any effort
you make for our educa-
tion about you and your
struggles, sacrifice and
victories.
Terrence Perry,
Marvland Correctional
Training Centre, US.

Ed: Your request has
been considered
favourably. Thanks for
your support.

OPEN LETTER

TO THE ANC
LEADERSHIP

1 am a Swazi by birth. |
have been following SA
politics since 1980 when
my brother introduced me
o ANC and MK activities.
He was at the University
of Swaziland then.

I want to congratulate
and encourage the ANC
for sound and decisive
leadership which has
been demonstrated since
the beginning of the ne-
gotiations. We are not ap-
preciating such a power-
ful and flexible leadership
in the South African con-
text only but also in the
African context.

Africa as a whole 1s
patiently looking forward
to the day when African
sons like Thabo Mbeki,
Cyril Ramaphosa, Tokyo
Sexwale, Nelson
Mandela and many more
will assume their leader-
ship roles continentally.
For centuries apartheid
has deprived the interna-
tional community of such
Afrcan cream.

Alpheus Nxumalo,
Manzini.

WHAT'S IN

A NAME?

As far back as January
1992, the ANC grapevine
was buzzing with the ru-

mour that Shell House
would be renamed
Luthuli House,

Surely, it is inappro-
priate that after more than
two years as the ANC's
head offices, it still bears a
private company’s name.
Shouldn't the MAY -
IBUYE editorial board
ask the National Working
Commitiee (NWC) if we
shouldn’t have a competi-
tion to choose a more fit-
ting name”

Luthuli House, Tambo
House, Hani House, or
just plain ANC House
could all be amongst the
starting suggestions. How
about it, ANC?

KG, Claremaont.

MATTER OF FACT
Dear MAYIBUYE
Your article commemo-
rating the 1943 ANC Bill
of Rights was a fitting re-
minder of the organisa-
tion's long commitment
to human rights. The ref-
erence 10 Congress
Mbata, however, as one
of the three signatonies
still alive is incorrect.
Mbata died in exile in the
United States in 1989,
Gail M Gerhart,
Visiting Fulbright
Scholar, Wits.

BLACKS DENIED
WINGS

Dear editor

I am writing to expose
South African Airways’
(SAA) tactics of deliber-
ately excluding black
people from the national
carrier. Previously it was
because of apartheid but
now there are more subtle
methods. There has been
a recruitment drive for pi-
lots. The requirements for
the applicants, among
others, is that they should
have a minimum of 500
hours flying expenence.

Where would one
find a black South
African with any flying
experience after having
been demied it deliberate-
ly by the apartheid sys-
tem? Obviously the gim-
mick of Transnet and par-
roted recently by SAA's
Chief Executive Officer,
Mike Myburgh, that there
will be no more whites
employed within the
group is a fallacy. There
are many ways of retain-
ing the status quo.

It seems an opportuni-
ty to bring various popu-
lation groups into SAA’S
cockpits will yet again be
missed. The need for
extra crew presented it-
self an opportunity to
train people ab mino. It
now will require the new
government to explain to
the majority of blacks
why the national airline
will have a handful of
blacks. It is obvious that
the management of SAA
is in a hurry to fill every
possible opening with
whites. What else would
one expect from an insti-
tution run by political ap-
pointees of the Nats!

It is about time that
the future stakeholders of
this mismanaged paras-
ttal seriously looked into
the affairs of SAA.
Enough taxpayers money
has been wasted in very
costly ventures like oper-
ating uneconomical
Russian aircraft.

It is time that all politi-
cal appointees be removed
from key strategic posi-
tions of our national as-
sels. Appoiniments must
be done in a transparent
manner. Will the incom-
ing ANC government
keep on funding mstitu-
tions bent on preserving
white minority privilege?

ZN, Jo'burg.
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ANC PROPOSALS DISTRESSING

Dear sir/madam

I"'m an ANC supponrter,
though not a member of
the organisation. I'm also
a law student and, as
such, was deeply dis-
tressed at the ANC pro-
posals for appointing
members of the constitu-
tional court. A judiciary
cannol be truly indepen-
dent if it is appointed by
the executive.

The defence raised in
the ANC press release on
the topic, viz, that similar
practices occur else-
where, is misleading.

While judges are ap-
pointed by the execulive
in the UK, it is the legis-
lature, not the judiciary,
which 15 supreme and
the judiciary cannot
overturn legislation
which has been “duly
passed”.

In the USA the execu-
tive also appoints the
judges BUT the legisla-
ture must approve such
appointments AND the
legislature is elected sepa-
rately from the president.
This will not be the case
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under the interim constitu-
tion in this country.

The fact that we will
have a government of na-
tional unity for the first
five years may be a safe-
guard for that period but,
once the intenm penod 15
over, the judges of the
constitutional court will
simply be appointed by
the majority party unless
there is a coalition gov-
ernment at the time. In
that case only the views
of the parties in the coali-
tion will be reflected.

While this may give
rise to a judiciary which
reflects the views of a
democratically elected
government, it will decid-
edly not be independent
and will thus not be able 1o
protect the rights of an in-
dividual who feels unfairly
treated by the very execu-
tive to whom the judges
hearing the case will owe
their appointments.

While it is true, also,
that the subordinate divi-
sions of the Supreme
Court will have jurisdic-
tion in constitutional mat-

ters, the constitutional
court will, nevertheless,
have supreme appellate
jurisdiction in these cases
and will, as such, be more
influential than any other
court and will be able 10
overturn all decisions of
the lower courts.

To avoid these diffi-
culties, | would suggest
that nominations to the
constitutional court be
proposed by the president
and then be put before a
panel of senators from all
parties represented in the
senate which would be
able to accept or reject the
president’s choice. In
making their decision
they would have to con-
sider a report from the sit-
ung judges of the court
and the senators would,
as in the US, be able to
cross-examine the presi-
dent's candidate in a pub-
lic hearing.

It goes without saying
that these judges would
enjoy security of tenure
and pay as well. Only if
these steps were rigorous-
ly followed would the

highest court in the land
be as transparent and in-
dependent as it should be,
while still meeting the re-
quirements of democracy.
JG, Blairgowrie.

Ed: The ANC is com-
mitted to an indepen-
dent judiciary and con-
stitutional court. It be-
lieves that such courts
should be broadly rep-
resentative of society as
a whole.

The constitution
must guarantee the in-
dependence of these
structures. The appoint-
ment mechanisms
should also be open and
non-partisan. In its poli-
cy guidelines, the ANC
proposes that the consti-
tutional court should be
appointed by parlia-
ment, with the involve-
ment of all parties.

During negotiations,
however, the ANC took
into account proposals
from the NP govern-
ment that the State
President should play a
major role. We were
striving to achieve a
package that would be
acceptable to all parties.
This was changed slight-
ly after much debate.
Perhaps we should have
insisted on our policy
position. Whatever the
flaws in the interim con-
stitution, the ANC will
argue for its principled
position — as reflected in
the policy guidelines -
when the new constitu-
tion is drafted. ¢

Write to:

MAYIBUYE

PO Box 61884
Marshalltown
Johannesburg 2107
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Western Cape the
test

The African National Congress’
dream for a non-racial democracy
would die if the movement was
defeated in the Western Cape,
ANC regional chairperson Dr Allan
Boesak said after his election as the
ANC candidate for premiership of
the Western Cape provincal gov-
ernment.

Speaking at a special confer-
ence held at the University of the
Western Cape, Boesak said the
Western Cape would be the test
for the ANC's non-racial character
in the coming election.

"If we lose this election the
dream for a non-racial democracy,
for the rest of our country as well,
will die here. It is our responsibility
to set the tone for the non-racial
democracy which this country must
become.”

He said the reconstruction and
development the ANC had spoken
of would also be put into practice
in that region. “That talk has not
just been for elections,” he said.

You may vote
from Mecca

Arrangements are being made to
allow the thousands of South
African Muslim pilgrims whao will
be in Saudi Arabia during the elec-
tion period to cast their votes
there.

The Independent Electoral
Commission (IEC) is investigating
erecting polling stations in Saudi
Arabia because South Africa has no
diplomatic links with that country.
About 7 000 South African
Muslims go on pilgrimage to Saudi
Arabia each year.

NP’s complaint
against SABC
dismissed

The Broadcasting Complaints
Commission of South Africa

(BCCSA) has dismissed a com-

plaint against the SABC by the
Mational Party (NP) concerning
the TV documentary series
“Ulibambe Lingashoni — Hold up
the Sun”.

The federal council of the NP
lodged the complaint following the
screening of the first two pro-
grammes of the series, which ex-
amines the history of the freedom
struggle in South Africa. The NP
contended the two programmes
gave the ANC an unfair advantage
as a political party in the pre-elec-
tion penod.

A BCCSA panel comprising 10
members and chaired by Prof
Kobus van Rooyen unanimously re-
jected the complaint.

While the BCCSA found the
programmes to contain commen-
tary by mostly ANC leaders and to
be ane-sided in that respect, it held
that this was corrected by the fact
that, for many years, only a white
perspective of South African history
had been broadcast by the SABC.
In this broader context, the pro-
grammes were thus not unfair to
the NP.

The BCCSA noted an offer by
the SABC to screen a discussion
on the main issues raised by the
series in a special programme at
the end of this series. It further
pointed out that once an election
was formally declared, stricter
rules - depending upon arcum-
stances - could be applied to pro-
grammes such as “Ulibambe
Lingashoni®. These included the
rules of “equal opportunity” and
*reasonable access”.

Given an opportunity would
the NP like the SABC to screen its
history of racial segregation, land
dispossession, pass laws, forced re-
movals, detention without trial,
deaths in detention and cross bor-
der raids?

PS: As MAYIBUYE goes to press, it
was announced that a committee
of the SABC Board had bowed to
pressure and called off the show-
ing of the last two parts of the se-
ries. The NP rewarded this decision
by describing it an admission on
the part of the board that they are
biased in favour of the ANC!

One settler - no

bullet

Hardly two months after its Umtata
congress which reiterated the Pan
Africanist Congress’ (PAC) commit-
ment to the armed struggle, the
organisation has suspended its
armed struggle.

PAC president Clarence
Makwetu said it would take time
though for the order to filter down
to fighters “in the bush” and fur-
ther actions could not be ruled out.
Announcing that the organisation’s
Azanian People's Liberation Army
(Apla) would stop attacks, he cited
progress towards the April 27 elec-
tion.

Meanwhile, three callers, all
claiming to be Apla leaders, told
the South African Press Association
(Sapa) that the armed struggle
would continue. The first, claiming
to be Apla internal commander,
Karl Zimbiri, said it was premature
for Mr Makwetu to announce a
moratorium on Apla’s armed strug-
gle.

The other two also rejected any
cessation of hostilities. " Apla will
not suspend the armed struggle
and it is not true we have started
to tell our forces on the ground to
prepare for a ceasefire or moratori-
um,"“ one is reported to have said.

The PAC's Central Transkei re-
gion also expressed its shock and
disgust at what it termed the PAC's
unilateral decision. Regional secre-
tary Mfanelo Skwatsha said the
move was not in ling with national
conference resolutions taken in
Umtata last year.

“The conference mandated the
PAC leadership to negotiate a mu-
tual cessation of hostilities with the
regime. This move is nothing but
capitulation and renegation (siC) on
the part of the PAC leadership,” he
said, calling for a special confer-
ence for the PAC leadership to ex-
plain its decision.

Swapo backs ANC

Swapo has thrown its weight be-
hind the African National Congress
with a week-long national cam-
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paign to raise election funds and
support.

Swapo Secretary General
Maoses Garoeb said semior ANC
and Swapo officials would address
meetings and rallies across
Mamibia to raise money for the
AMNC. He said Swapo's support for
the ANC was part of the responsi-
bility it felt towards South Africa

Swapo was confident of, and
hoped for, an ANC landslide victo-
ry and felt a need to contribute in
the same way the ANC had helped
Swapo to wictory in the 1989
Namibian elections

Mr Garoeb said Swapo be-
heved the ANC, wath its “pragmat-
ic and experienced leadership”,
was the party best structured to
manage a post-electhion South
Africa and keep Southern Africa
stable

Money would be raised at
Swapo branch and regional level in
cooperation with the National
Union of Namiban Workers. Mr
Garoeb appealed to all South
Afncans living in Namibia to register
and vote for the ANC on 27 April

IMC formed
Appointments to the Independent
Media Commission (IMC) and the
Special Electoral Court have been
announced by the Transitional
Executive Counail (TEC)

The seven media commission
members are Mr Justice John
Trengrove (chairperson), Dr
Namane, M Magua, Raymond
Louw, Willern (Wimpie) de Klerk,
Jenny Malan, Zubexda Jaffer and
Libby Lioyd

Two of the five electoral court
members were appointed by the
TEC, and the remaining three by
south Africa’s Chief Justice. The
two executive council appomtees
are Mr Justice | Mahomed of the
Transvaal Provincial Division of the
Suprerme Court acting in the
Appeal Court, and Cape Bar advo-
cate Dr JC Heunis.

The three appointed by the
Chief Justice are Mr Justice ] W
Smalberger of the Appellate
Division of the Supreme Court, Mr

Justice | M Didcott of the MNatal
Provincial Division of the Supreme
Court, and Mr Justice P ] van der
Walt of the Transvaal Prowvincial
Division of the Supreme Court.

ANC leads - polls
The ANC would get 70,3 percent
of votes in the coming elections if
its support in the TBVC states was
taken into account, according to
the Human 5cences Research
Council (HSRC).

The HSRC said it had processed
data not included in its
November/December survey which
put the ANC's support at 67 per-
cent. The NP’s support was 15,5
percent compared to the HSRC's
earlier estimate of 17 percent. The
IFP could count on 4,5 percent,
compared to the previous six per
cent forecast.

The Conservative Party's sup-
port remained at three per cent,
while support for other nghtwing

parties slipped from two percent to
1,8 percent, taking the TBVC
states into account
The “large discrepancy” be-
tween the ANC's support in the
PWV region (71 percent) and na-
tionally (67 percent, excluding
TBVC states) was largely due to
the influence of Natal-KwaZulu
and the Western Cape, the HSRC
said
The ANC has rejected these
findings on the basis that they
+ gnore spoilt ballots among
black "first time" voters;
* assume an ideal voter turn-out
on election day; and
+ assume that those who did not
choose any party would align
themselves in proportion to
each party’s support
The organisation has cautioned
against complacency among its or-
ganisers. This, and the NF's “Stop
the ANC" campaign could, in fact,
be the aim of the shoddy HSRC
survey, the ANC argues. #
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Year o

i

MAYIBUYE: The ANC has declared 1994
as the year of liberation. Before that, 1993
and 1992 were the years of elections. Are
we not creating exaggerated expecta-
tions?
NM: It is not an exaggeration to talk of 1994
as the year of liberation. The achievements of
our long struggle, and the negotiating process
which has led 1o the firm date of 27 April 1994
for the first democratic elections, is indeed an
important event which we must celebrate.
However, while 1994 is indeed a year of
liberation, there is still a lot of work to be
done to move from elections to the improve-
ment of the living conditions of the majonty.
We cannot expect this to be achieved
overnight. That is why | constantly say that 27
April will not be reaping time. It will be ume
for ploughing and sowing. I am optimistic we
will achieve our aims because for the first
time South Africa will have a democratic and
legitimate government.

MAYIBUYE: The NP government negotiat-
ed under pressure. Now, with the armed
struggle suspended; mass action scaled
down; and international isolation gone,
what leverage does the ANC have if the
NP delays?

NM: The NP entered the negotiations with a

hidden agenda to try and ensure the perpetua-

tion of while power and privilege. However, de-

spite the many problems, they have made some

contribution 1o keep the negotiations on track.

[ do not believe that we are without lever-
age. Let me explain for example:
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liberation if ...

vork harder.”

In terms of the intenm
constitution and vari-
ous pieces of legisla-
tion that were passed in
parliament, the NP is
bound to follow tight
and clearly worked out
time scales. If they fail
to do so they will be
seen as breaking the
constitution and laws
that they themselves
have accepted and
voled into law.

We have the suppont of
the vast majority of
South Africans for the
speedy transition to a
full democracy. This
does not only include
tradinonal ANC sup-
poriers. It also includes
many of the NP tradi-
tional supporiers.
However, if they try o
betray the process, we
have a mass support
base to challenge them.
Sanctions are gone, but
the international community maintains a very keen
interest in South Africa. If the government tries o
drag their feet and break undertakings, I am sure
that they will face very strong pressures.

The government acceded 1o negotiations because of
various pressures. They know that, if they delay,
business confidence will deteriorate further and the

economic
quences will be devas-
tating not only for the
black majority, bul
also for their own
privileged supporters.

COnSE-

MAYIBUYE: Why did
the ANC kick off its
election campaign
with Peoples’ Forums?
NM: Peoples’
Forums draw on a
very long tradition in
the ANC. In 1935, be-
fore the adoption of
the Freedom Charter,
meetings were held
throughout South
Africa where people
discussed their cir-
cumstances frankly
and formulated their
demands and con-
cerns. This is exactly
what the People's
Forums provide for.
The peo-
ple are able to talk
frankly about their concerns and demands. They can
challenge the leadership, and through voicing their
concemns ensure that they will be included in the for-
mulation of the ANC's election manifesto. With the
Peoples’ Forums we reassert the basic character of
the ANC, namely that it is a people-based hiberation
movement. | am personally deeply impressed by the
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political understanding and maturnity
that all our people displayed in the
discussions at the People’s Forums.
Anyone who still holds the paternal-
istic and often racist view that black
South Africans are unrealistic in
their expectations, only need to at-
tend one Peoples’ Forum to dispel
any such idea.

These forums reaffirmed my be-
lief that one of the most important
abilities that a leader must have is 1o
listen to the people. Listening to the
people will be one of the most im-
portant characteristics of our elec-
tion campaign. In the coming month
of February we will be having a
large number of Peoples’ Forums
throughout the country.

MAYIBUYE: It is taken for granted

that NP will sweep the boards in

Western and Northern Cape.

Natal is taken as IFP territory...
NM: I do not believe that it is at all
definite that the NP will win the elec-
tions in the Western and Northern
Cape. They are trying to exploit the
artificial divisions that apartheid has
created between the various popula-
tion groups in South Africa.

The NP is now trying lo scare
members of the coloured and Indian
communities by telling them that
they are their best chance of protec-
tion. This is utterly cynical when
one takes into consideration that it
was the same NP that destroyed
District Six, and under the Group
Areas Act, forcefully removed
coloured and Indian people from
their homes.

The arrogance of the NP seems to
have no bounds, now that they
have realised that they need the
vote of the coloured and Indian
communities to have any signifi-
cant support in the 27 April elec-
tions. | have no doubt that these
communities will pass a harsh
judgement on them not only for
what they have done in the past,
but also for their current behaviour.

The ANC is the only truly non-
racial organisation in South Africa.
We are the only political organisa-
tion that can prove with our words
and deeds that we will provide for
all South Africans, and work for all
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the oppressed, which includes Africans, Indians
and coloureds.

Only those with blinkers on can think that Natal
is IFP territory. Only a few months ago the ANC
had the Sonke Festival in Durban which was the
biggest cultural gathering in the history of Natal.
The IFP tries to claim that they are the representa-
tives of the Zulu people. But this is a total fallacy,
They can only speak on behalf of their supporters,
and not on behalf of any nation — definitely not the
Zulu people.

MAYIBUYE: How concrete is the programme to

deal with violence and will this programme be

realised during the election campaign?
NM: Violence can only be addressed if all the politi-
cal organisations in South Africa are prepared to
work together and co-operate to bring an end to it
This underlies the need to stop making generalised
accusations and identify very clearly the main rea-
sons for the violence.

It is entirely incorrect and propagandistic to re-
duce the violence to conflict between the ANC and
the IFP. The South African Police and especially the
notorious Internal Stability Unit (15U) 15 a major
reason for the high levels of instability and violence
on the East Rand and in Natal.

There are numerous examples where the ANC
has informed the police in advance that we have in-
formation of violent attacks that are being planned.
The police actually do nothing to prevent these at-
tacks from taking place. The ANC is keen to see
community policing, where the police are prepared
to consult with the community about police deploy-
ment and providing protection to all sectors.

Mayibuye February 1994

MAYIBUYE: Any word to ANC members and
supporters in this period?

NM: For decades we have had very little to look
forward to. Every year brought more oppression,
pain and suffering. But now, for the first time, the
future holds the promise of a brighter tomorrow.
We must approach this period with vigour. It is our
yvear of liberation. We will have to work harder
than ever before,

The challenge before us is to ensure that those
who have ruled for all the years through the most
terrible racism and violent repression, will be
soundly defeated at the ballot box. Apnl 27 must
result in the election of a government that stands
for all South Africans, a government that has as its
priority the building of a better life for all. ®




The pain and
pleasure of
democracy

olitical parties do not
often get praise from
newspapers, particularly
those which, like the
Mail and Guardian, are
proud of their independence. But
every now and then a polical party
does something which surprises us.

So ran an editorial in the Maif
and Guardian. This was in refer-
ence o the ANC list of candidates
who will be standing for the 27
Apnl elections. The list will include
the national list, the regional hst for
the National Assembly, and the
provincial list for the Provincial
Assembly.

The process involving the compi-  party. According to ANC President
lation of the list has been hailed by a  Nelson Mandela, this process has
broad spectrum of society as the never been equalled by any party in
most democratic by any political  the history of this country. It puts the
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ANC head over shoulders above the
opposition, because of its democrat-
ic nature and transparency. In the hst
itself no area has been left untumed.
All spheres of life have been includ-

ed. from celebrities which boasts of

such diverse fields as musicians, ac-
tors and runners to church leaders,
workers and academics. let alone the
political “big shots. ™

ORDINARY PEOPLE

When the process first took shape
late last year, and some regional
lists were inadvertently released to
the press. the ANC took a lot of
flak from some quarters for its han-
dling of the matter. Understandably
some of the people appearing on
the list had not even been ap-
proached for their acceptance. But
then those are some of the hiccups
of democracy, a democracy that in-
volved ordinary people in the town-
ships, shacks and villages.

The tasks that faced the organiz-
ers of this process was highlighted
by the Secretary General of the
ANC when he said: “Nominations
were received from all structures.
Forms were submitted, some with-
out the nominees themselves having
to sign because it would have taken
too long. given the constituency that
had to be dealt with.”

The jealous whining of mainly
white NP and DP aside. the fact is
that for the first ime, with no expe-
rience at all, the broad masses of
our people through ANC branches,

Delegates at
the ANC’s
National List
Conference

trade unions, civics, the SACP, the
Patriotic Front allies and others
were given a chance to exercise
their right and nominate people of
their choice to represent them.

On the other hand, the directives
given by the leadership to the con-
stituent members on the criteria to
use when nominating their choice
were not always understood. Some
people were even not clear whether
they should nominate incumbent
ANC NEC members, thinking that
their nomination was automatic.
Even Nelson Mandela was largely
ignored in the nominations! Bul
through practice the process unfold-
ed 1o its culmination.

PAINSTAKING PROCESS
The compilation of the list itself
was a painstaking process. A list

committee which comprised of
leaders from the ANC-led alliance
was formed. The committee had to
formulate guidelines that would de-
termine how the process would be
run. The guidelines, which were
adopted in August 1993, were hand-
ed to the regions to handle. This
was a bottom up process which al-
lowed the regions to work from the
grassroots and finalize their lists in
their regional conferences before
the national list conference was held
on 15 Januvary 1994,

What is apparent is that the
ANC was determined that the st
should be generated from the grass-
rools rather than the party leader-
ship seen to be handing out favours.
According to members of the com-
mittee the process went far beyond
their expectations,
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Looking into the diversity of the peo-
ple involved, some of whom are not
even members of the ANC, the mem-
bership of the movement seems Lo
have been sending a clear message:
the ANC government should be repre-
sentative of the people as a whole -
just as the ANC has always been a
broad national liberation movement.
Party boundaries were crossed,
cultural, racial and other barmers elim-

inated in the list. Indeed the ANC has
set a precedent that other parties
would be hard placed to match. But it
would be unfair to expect anything
like this from parties of the white es-
tablishment or the armchair critics of
the small self-styled “radical left”.

COALITION

It has, according to the Mail and
Guardian, brought together an array
of South Africans in a list noteworthy
for the diversity of experience, skills,
race, class, age and gender. It repre-
sents the ANC as a true rainbow coali-
tion, bringing together an enormous
range of South Africans and giving it
a strong claim to represent most of the

country, and not any single racial or
class interest group.

At the NEC some juggling was ex-
pected, as the movement has also got
its allies and Patriotic Front members
to satisfy in terms of the quota. These
include such disparate formations as
the homelands and the Labour Party
which want to fight the elections
under the ANC banner. To accommo-
date these groups would have to be
done with the utrost of caution as, ac-
cording to Mandela: “The list must be
such that every party must be repre-
sented according to 1ls grassroots
strength. No party should be allowed
to have advantage which far exceeds
its grassroots support. No ally must be
allowed on the back of another.”

OPPOSITION SPLINTERS

In the NP the ANC is facing one of
the most powerful electoral machinery
in the history of this country, a party
that has been in power for close on 30
years, a party with no scruples about
using the public’s resources for 1is
campaign. The ANC needs to accom-
modate the smaller parties in its hst,
partly because of broad policy agree-
ment and partly to minimise the
plethora of opposition splinters.

On the question of gender, the
ANC has ensured that at least one
third of the people on the list should
be women, already taking a clear
stand on the question of reaching
equality through affirmative action.

The list process has given a pow-
erful example of internal democracy
and transparency as yet unmatched by
other parties. If it is an indication of
the shape of things to come, then the
ANC has shown that it 15 the organisa-
tion of the future where democratic
principles will be upheld and the par-
ticipation of the broadest section of
the masses ensured.
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The early,

hurly-burly

days of the TEC

ts early days yet to say how

the Transitional Executive

Council (TEC) is going to

turn out,” said ANC nego-

tiator Mac Maharaj, “but

we from the ANC, together
with the democratic movement,
are determined to make the TEC
live up to its objectives.”

Appointed joint Executive
Secretary of the TEC, Maharaj
was speaking from his new of-
fice in the Pretoria high-rise
which houses the Council. Over
his shoulder the Voortrekker
Monument was visible on the
hill. And, despite no electricity
on his floor, work had begun In
earnest.

Barely a month after the estab-
lishment of the TEC, Maharaj said
the TEC has made important
progress in levelling the political
playing field in preparation for a
free and fair election.

The contribution of the ANC
and its allies was crucial to the suc-
cess of the TEC, he said.

DEMOCRATIC
COMPONENT
“The TEC, precisely because of that
democratic component’s participa-
tion, as well as the changes that are
going on in government, is more re-
sponsive to the actions of the people
and the issues they bring to it.

“If you look at the record of the
TEC in the short space of its exis-

tence, just about every issue that has
been of any consequence has arisen
at the initiative of the Patriotic Front
forces. And those who are represent-
ing our movement in the TEC have
a formidable task of translating
those concerns and pressures ex-
pressed by the people into tangible
steps by the TEC.” he said.

While the TEC had no intention
of running the country, he said the
problems and concerns the people
were bringing to it required “deci-
sive interventions”. One of the first
such interventions by the TEC had
been in the area of policing.

“The credibility, legitimacy and
willingness of the SAP to remould its
role along the lines of community
policing is inevitable if it is to play a

constructive role in facilitating free
and fair elections. Its role so far has
been controversial and it i1s sus-
pected of involvement in the vio-
lence. The government and its rele-
vant departments have so far not
shown the capacity on their own to
make the pro-active adjustments
that are needed.”

Maharaj said the legal power
of the TEC to intervene on this
issue of policing was “extensive”.
The issue, however, was how that
substantial legal capacity was
going to be translated in practice.

SAP DEPLOYMENT

The power of the TEC was put to

the test when it called for a
greater deployment of the SAP in
Northern Natal. The results were
promising.

“Increased deployment of the
SAP did take place in those areas,
and they include areas that fall under
the KwaZulu administration.
Despite some press reports of de-
nials from KwaZulu and a confusing
statement from Buthulezi that he
would regard deployment of the
SAP in that area as an invasion, the
fact of the matter is that substantive
reports from the Commissioner of
Police to the TEC have indicated
that a substantially increased de-
ployment was made during the
December period,” Maharaj said.

He added that agreements with
the Minister of Police for the pres-
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ence of the Internal Stability Unit
(ISU) to be reduced in townships in
Natal and on the East Rand were

How is the NS

VIOLENCE
The TEC has identified curbing the

Independent ESESTTS
ority, and has done a detailed evalu-
ation of the area in consultation

E t with a number of relevant groups.

Iec ora The TEC would develop a pro-
gramme which would run parallel
with the consultations between

[ ] -
Commission Viddawd DeKiek.

TEC not simply in terms of law and

f - , order ... but in development terms;
a r l “ g = the aspirations of communities
which include issues of water, sew-
erage, repair of deserted houses,
restoring those houses to their origi-

nal occupants and health services.
“A lot depends on how far the
government is prepared to be co-op-
erative on this. I think they are in-
terested in a solution, but, given
their background, I think it will be
difficult to agree to a realistic solu-

tion,” he said.

SELF DEFENSE UNITS
Another issue which the TEC has
had to consider was the role of Self
Defense Units (SDUs), particularly
on the East Rand. A number of par-
ties had complained about the
SDUs, saying they had no place in
the South Africa of today.

“From the point of view of the
ANC, the position is different. The
SDUs have played a useful role,
given that the government was nei-
ther willing nor showed a capacity
to protect the people. But in the
East Rand it is clear that there are
SDUs that are out of control, and
there are SDUs that are playing a
constructive role.

“The issue is not just one of
getting the TEC to recognise the
SDUs and legalise their arms. The
issue is to normalise that area as
part of a composite programme,
aimed at restoration of amenities;
restoring people to their homes
and protecting them. Sections of
the security forces must turn their
backs on the active role they've

f
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TEC at work: Will it live up to the expectations

played in the violence. If that is
done, then the democratic move-
ment has to attend also to the reali-
ty that within the constructive role
that SDUs have played, there are
SDUs that are out of control; there
are SDUs that have a large crimi-
nal element in them; and maybe
also there are provocateurs,
Mahara) said.

An important aspect of a pro-
gramme to curb violence was the
deployment of a National Peace-
keeping Force which would be
comprised of a number of armed
formations under the command of
the TEC.

CONSTRAINTS

But, Maharaj noted, practical con-
straints made it unlikely that the
force would be operational long be-
fore the election: “The retraining
and orientation that is needed cer-
tainly cannot take place in a time
frame which expects any reasonable
number of members of the NPKF to
be ready and available for deploy-
ment early enough.”

Mayibuye February 1994
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of the people?

Still there are areas, like
Bophuthatswana, where free politi-
cal activity is severely restnicted.
The TEC, however, had not devel-
oped any serious plans to address
this, since “simultaneously with the
TEC coming into operation there is
a larger political process unfolding
outside the TEC.

“The Ciskei has taken a differ-
ent position on the elections and
participation in the TEC from the
other allies in the apartheid alliance
they call the Freedom Alliance,”
Mahara) said.

“Arising out of the political pro-
cess; 1o a lesser extent what the TEC
is doing; and to a greater extent
what the South African government
needs to do, Bophuthatswana will
soon change its position.”

ACHIEVEMENTS

“More importantly is for people to
realise that, just as in negotiations,
our achievements depended on not
what happened in the negotiating
room, but how they were under-
pinned and reinforced by what the
people did. It is the people and what
they do in these areas that will ac-
tively resolve the issue of
Bophuthatswana intransigence.”

But, all said and done, will the
TEC live up to the expectations of
the people of South Africa?

“So far, at least, the record of the
TEC shows it is responding to the
demands and pressures of the peo-
ple,” Maharaj concluded.

The Voortrekker monument
was barely visible in the afternoon
light as he extinguished his
umpteenth cigarette, @




ince the adoption of the
interim constitution, a
debate has emerged
within and outside the
ranks of the liberation move-
ment as to whether there has
been a major deviation from
ANC policy on regional or
provincial govemment.

Some within the ANC be-
lieve it was compelled to aban-
don its notion of a unitary state
and accept a federal form of
state. Yet critics of the ANC
have commented that the out-
come 15 not a sufficiently feder-
al one.

To grapple with this debate,
our starting point should be
ANC policy as articulated in
numerous documents. This will
enable us to differentiate be-
tween real ANC policy and
what critics of the ANC as-
cribed to it

ANC POLICY

Al the beginning of the 199%0s
the ANC stated that it believed
there was a need for a strong and
effective central government that
could handle national tasks of re-
construction and development to
speedily overcome the legacy of
apartheid. It accepted that there
was, at the same time, a need for strong
and effective regional or provincial
government in order to bring democra-
cy closer to the people.

In other words, the ANC rejected
the notion of an impersonal, over-cen-
tralised and over-bureaucratised form
of state. It advocated democratically

constituted structures at all three levels
of government, based on non-racial-
ism, freedom, equality and justice.

In the ANC’s perspective of a unit-
ed South Africa, it was accepted that we
should guard against allocating powers
and functions exclusively to one tier of
government. Effective co-ordination

and reasonable uniformity in the deliv-
ery of services was essential.

CONCURRENT POWERS

Thus, the ANC proposed concurrent
powers among the three levels of gov-
ernment with overriding powers re-
served for the central government. The

===
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central government would play a
major role in the equitable redistri-
bution of resources from the rich to
economically depressed regions. On
the other hand, sub-national levels
of government would play an equal-
ly important role in co—ordinating
reconstruction and development and
redressing inequalities in their areas
of jurisdiction.

In its documents the ANC delin-
eated powers for regional govern-
ment which included legislative and
executive powers in respect of cer-
tain areas of competence. On the
basis that the central government
would have overriding and concur-
rent jurisdiction on such areas of
competence, any regional legislation
repugnant to the constitution and na-
tional laws would have no legal
force or effect. In a nutshell, it was
envisaged in the policy documents
that regions would exercise both
original — powers conferred by or
deriving from the constitution — and
delegated powers subject to the re-

pugnancy principle.
Such pOWers
could only be
removed,
amended or
added 1o by
means of
d

I'H'u-

cedurally appropriate amendment (o
the constitution and enabling legisla-
tion. The central state, in the ANC's
perspective, would not be constitu-
tionally empowered to do so by ordi-
nary legislation. In other words,
while the central government might
regulate those areas falling under the
jurisdiction of the regions, it could
not remove or take away the right of
the regions to deal with issues falling
within their areas of competence.

INTERIM CONSTITUTION
The ANC sought to establish a max-
imum of ten regions. The interim
constitution  establishes  nine
provinces, each of which will have
its own democratically constituted
legislature and executive council.

In addition, the intenim constitution
provides that each province can have
its own constitution if a two-thirds ma-
jority of members of the provincial
legislature resolves o pass one.

Such constitutions shall not be
valid if the envisaged Constitutional

Court has certified that one or
more of their provisions
are inconsistent with the
interim or the new con-
stitution, In other
words, the principle

of  repugnancy
which

was contained in the ANC position
shall apply to such constitutions.

As was envisaged in the policy
position of the ANC, numerous
areas of provincial legislative com-
petency are outlined in the interim
constitution. While some of the
areas of competence delineated by
the ANC are similar to those out-
lined in the interim constitution, oth-
ers are not mentioned in ANC docu-
menis. A case in point is policing.

In terms of the interim constitu-
tion, a South African Police Service,
structured and functioning at both na-
tional and provincial levels, shall be
established and regulated by an Act
of Parliament. This provincial area of
legislative competence is specifically
made subject to the repugnancy prin-
ciple so that, in this regard, no
province may make laws which are
inconsistent with national legislation.

It is important to note that the
legislative authority of the country
shall essentially vest in Parliament
- the central legislative organ.
Thus, all the legislative powers of
the provinces are, in terms of the
interim constitution, to be exercised
concurrently with the central leg-
islative authority,

In other words, the provinces are
not granted any exclusive powers
with regand to any of the areas of leg-
islative competence allocated to them.

Furthermore, an Act of Parlia-
ment which deals with an area of
provincial legislative competence
and applies uniformly in all parts
of the country shall, broadly speak-
ing, prevail upon any provincial
legislation which is consistent with
it. As shown above, this was part
of ANC policy.

DEPART

It should be clear from all this that
the ANC did not depart from the
essence of its policy positionit ar-
ticulated in the negotiations.
Inasmuch as the ANC policy did
nol envisage a rigid over-cen-
tralised unitary state, the interim
constitution has given the people of
South Africa a hybrid form of state
which borrows that which is good
from both a unitary and a federal
form of state. 4
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NP Election Campaign:

Masters
of Mud

When it comes to dirty

electioneering, the National Party

are the Masters of Mud,

writes a correspondent

“The ANC wants protection for its leaders
and not for the rest of us.”
“Winnie Mandela, the most powerful woman
in South Africa?”

hese lines from two

National Party (NF) ad-

verts are reminiscent of

the pre-1990 era when

the ANC used to be the

bogey of white South

African politics. The latter advert

goes on to chronicle her conviction in

South Africa’s courts of kidnapping

and later her election as president of

the ANC Women's League. This was

labelled “a takeover by radicals™ of
the ANC leadership.

Before liberation movements

were unbanned, hardly any white po-

litical platform didn't use the “ANC

= e i

gevaar” strategy to scare South
African whites into voting for them,
most notably the NP. It is clear that
this trend is going to continue,

The NP's main approach to the
election has been to separate itself as
a party from government both in its
public platforms and in its media
campaign. The main objective of this
approach is to preserve an image of a
changing National Party. De Klerk
continues to be the NP's main figure
to promote its election campaign.

This twin-pronged strategy 1s
seemingly aimed at getting support
mainly among Coloureds and

Indians. At the same time it hopes to
retain white support, or even erode
that of the right, as a ‘responsible’
government that still defends minon-
ty interests against ANC ‘socialism’.

In African arcas, the NP's cam-
paign has mainly focused on intimi-
dation, and has intensified as the
levels of violence escalate in the
East Rand and parts of Natal. Ths
violence is then attributed to politi-
cal rivalry between the ANC and the
Inkatha Freedom Party.

An NP pamphlet proclaims
“Don’t vote for an intimidator” and
several NP adverts have referred to
“builders™ and “breakers™.

It serves the NP government’s
election campaign to allow the vio-
lence to continue while the blame
is placed on the ANC. The NP is
then cast as “the builders of a new
South Africa.”

EAT NP, VOTE ANC

The NP's strategy in the African
community is also to thrive on the
ignorance mostly of the rural and il-
literate sections of the population.
Food parcels and all kinds of pre-
sents to the electorate are 1ts main
message 1o the Africans. Organisers
are recruited in the typical cloak and
dagger fashion of the security po-
lice. And among those being parad-
ed are MK dissidents who have been
showered with liquor, cars and af-
forded a lavish lifestyle.

An old man who attended the
NP's rally in Pietersburg was asked by
a journalist whether he intended vot-
ing the NP back to power. He replied:
“Don’t worry, our slogan is “Eat NP,
Vote ANC'.” This raises questions
about the effectiveness of buying
voles and exploiting poverty (o estab-
lish units of organisers who are not
committed 1o the party’s policies.

According to the Transvaal NP,
during the 1993 Easter weekend a
“successful campaign was launched
aimed at the church-goers on their
way to Moria. Cool drinks, calen-
dars and information leaflets were
handed out at a road stall.”

Under the banner of the NP's
youth wing, a “Back to school”
campaign was launched late in

e ———— e —
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The NP government encourages violence in the country,
as it improves their election chances.

1993, Students, particularly matric
finalists, have on occasion been ap-
proached with prospects for aca-
demic support should they join the
NP. In one incident, NP recruiters
offered to give several high school
pupils stationery and calculators for
the examinations.

The highly negative NP cam-
paign directed at the ANC also re-
flects another reality: they know that
at best they will get an insignificant
number of votes from Africans.
They then try to disrupt the ANC’s
efforts by creating cynicism.
Combined with the violence in
some African areas, this, they hope,
will reduce the number of people
who come out to vote. Inefficiency
in issuing [D's and the formation of
the so-called African Chnstian
Democratic Party — which has been
exposed as a front of SADF's
Military Intelligence — also serve the
SAMe purpose.

COLD WAR

The NP has launched its own cold
war against bantustans which have
broken ranks with it. The Transkei
has been specifically targeted with
the NP claiming, and never prov-
ing, that the area is harbouring
Apla operatives.

The selective morality
of the NP government
should be brought into
focus. There doesn’t
seem to be any attempt
to expose corruption
within homeland

governments that

are broadly aligned to

the NP. or of course
within the NP

government itself.

The finances of Lebowa were
taken over by the South African
government after claims of corrup-
tion and maladministration within
Nelson Ramodike's administration.

Attempts have been made to
use the De Meyer Commission re-
ports on corruption in the
KwaNdebele administration of the
early 80s to discredit the present
administration of James
Mahlangu’s Intando ye Sizwe.

SELECTIVE MORALITY
The selective morality of the NP
government should be brought into
focus. There doesn't seem to be
any attempl to expose corruption
within homeland governments that
are broadly aligned to the NP, or
of course within the NP govern-
ment itself.

It has been silent on the use of
taxpayers money to purchase a R33
million luxury jet for KwaZulu ban-
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tustan officials. It has
also been silent on the
misuse of public funds
for political publicity
stunts like the march of
17 January, when at least
R101 000 was used to
ferry people from parts
of Natal to attend the
Pretoria ‘Imbizo’

The more forces
there are in the anti-
ANC camp, the better it
serves the purposes of
the NP. This should also
explain the NP govern-
ment's ineptitude in
dealing with right-wing
elements. The raid on
the World Trade Centre,
in which even govern-
ment negotiators were
affected, was handled
with less than enthusias-
tic effort by the SAP.

The government has
also been ducking the
issue of the illegal right-
wing Radio Pretoria and
two other stations in the
Free State.

EASY VICTORIES

Virtually all the agree-

ments reached in nego-

tiations are claimed as

NP victories and ANC defeats. Of
the 25 articles that appeared in a
recent NP supplement in the
Sunday Times, 14 directly or indi-
rectly attack the ANC. The rest
claim easy victories for the NP
from the negotiations process. The
linking of the successes at negotia-
tions to the NP's campaign is an
issue that should be taken up vig-
orously as it undermines the
painstaking efforts of all the par-
ticipants in the transition to reach
solutions that accommodate the
majority of South Africans.

SURVEYS STRATEGY

One of the most subtle elements of
the NP campaign (and that of most
of the white establishment) is the
“pattle of prophets” - research sur-
veys which give the impression that

Up the pole..

-

of a new South Africa.

the ANC would get two-thirds or

more of the votes. A typical exam-

ple is the recent Human Sciences

Research Council (HSRC) survey

which put the ANC vote at about

65%. When challenged on this bla-

tant exaggeration, HSRC responded

by saying that ANC support is in

fact 705!

Analysts question the HSRC's
figures because they ignore that:

« over two million Africans do not
have ID’s;

+ in a mock ballot, spoilt papers
are 5o large that they could re-
duce ANC support by more
than 20%;

« violence and other factors may
discourage people from going 1o
the polis:

* those who do not vote for any
single party (in the HSRC sur-

. the NP is trying to
establish itself as the "builders"”

vey) are simply allo-

cated 1o all the parties

in proportion to par-

ties’ supporL
The surveys strategy
was used to good effect
during the 1992 white
referendum. The public
was told that the ex-
treme right was win-
ning. Yet it turned oul
that the “Yes vote” had
the support of over two-
thirds of whites.

The reverse is now
the case. The aim being
to drum up “ANC
gevaar” euphoria and lay
the basis for a “Stop the
ANC” campaign. These
shabby surveys would
also have the effect of in-
troducing apathy among
ANC organisers and un-
derplay the critical ques-
tion of voter education
and lack of ID’s.

A THRASHING
Will these NP strategies
succeed?

The NP has failed
dismally to address the
pertinent issues that af-
fect people’s daily lives -
jobs, housing and the ed-
ucation crisis. It is in fact running
away from these issues because il
has nothing to offer. Instead it 1s
concentrating on attacking the
ANC and trying the “Hollywood™
approach to elections - roadshows
and TV debates which would put
its leaders at the same level as those
of the ANC even if they were
speaking nonsense.

One may not be able to predict
the final outcome of the elections.
There are too many factors that
need to be taken into account. But
if ANC organisers do their work
well and the organisation’s whole
machinery gears itself properly for
the challenges, it will certainly do
better than the 58% reliable surveys
have predicted. One thing though is
certain; the NP faces a thrashing at
the polls. #

__—#
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he Reconstruction

and Development

Programme (RDP)

will develop the
potential of our people to
make the leap from a soc-
ety ravaged and divided
by apartheid to a new
South Africa in which we
have an integrated coher-
ent socio-economic policy
framework.

"The programme lays
the basis for the future
government to develop
both its policies and its
programmes,” says Jay
Naidoo, former Secretary
General of Cosatu and
leading candidate in the
ANC list.

STRATEGIC

OBJECTIVES

“The strategic objectives
of this programme are,
firstly, how to meet the
needs of the majority of
our people who have
been living in poverty and
deprived of every oppor-
tunity to develop their po-
tential and of their share
of the wealth this country
has produced. In particu-
lar, how we address the
need for our people to
have the right to proper
housing, health care, elec-

tricity, clean water and
sanitation.

“The second objective
5 to rebuild the economy
to create proper jobs for
our people and, in that
context, to look at the
role that the state plays
by focusing on creating
jobs and an industrial
policy of small and medi-
um enterprises.”

OPPRESS AND
STIFLE

But how do we achieve
these objectives? "By
democratising the state
and society and redefin-
ing what the role of the
civil service is. For it 1s not
an instrument of govern-
ment to oppress and stifle
the people as it has been
under apartheid. But it is
there to provide services
to our people ... We need
more teachers, more mu-
nicipal workers to provide
services in our areas. The
list goes on and on.

“This document is one
which enables us to mo-
bilise both the resources
and the people of our
country to develop, par-
ticularly the socio-eco-
nomic aspects to the ben-
efit of all our people.
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It has as its roots the Policy Conference held by
the ANC in May 1992, the Cosatu Economic
Policy Conference held in 1991 and other con-
ferences and processes by other mass move-
ments including, in this instance, primarily the
NECC (National Education Co-ordinating
Committee) and Sanco (South African National
Civic Organisation), explains Naidoo.

“We have developed a process of consul-
tation within the ANC alliance taking
through formations of the mass democratic
movement and other key actors and sectors,
including the National Economic Forum, busi-
ness sector, parastatals and other compo-
nents of civil society.

“The process we are involved in is a unique
one. We will in a short term begin to see
other political parties beginning to put out
their policy programmes that very much re-
flect the priorities contained in this RDP.

"But there is a major difference: we are
moving away from an approach of saying the
state will deliver everything, to developing a
programme which will harness the energies
and resources of all components and sections
of our society. For there's no political party or
formation that has the ability the ANC enjoys
in harnessing and unifying a wide range of
social movements and sectoral organisations
in a commitment to a programme of recon-
struction and development.

“The RDP is not about a group of experts
sitting in a boardroom or a new elite just de-
ciding in a cabinet. It is about people taking
control of their lives and civil society interven-
ing and making sure that government is ac-
countable. These structures of government
must not be rubber stamps of what the na-
tional government says.”

NOT A LIST OF PROMISES

This programme, says Naidoo, is not a list of
promises. “We have established certain priori-
ties, certain time-frames for our movement
and we're now continuing a process of more
detailed planning that will take forward the
vision contained in the document. A vision
that has some characterisation, quantification,
time-frames and processes which will now go
to more detailed sectoral work that will pre-
pare, broadly speaking, the legislative pro-
gramme of a future democratic government
at a national, regional and local level.

"The programme seeks to redress the legacy
of apartheid by building over one million hous-
es, providing clean water and sanitation to all,
electrifying 2,5 million homes and providing ac-
cess to affordable health care and telecommu-
nications.”

REGIONAL
DEVELOPMENT
“Through this pro-
gramme we're able
to say we are one
country, one nation
and hence the need
to develop all parts
of South Africa in
an equal and bal-
anced way. Because
if we don’t develop




the Eastern Cape or
Northeren Transvaal
there will be millions
of people moving to-
wards the PWV. We
must prevent that
scenario because it
will be accompanied
by an increase in
squatter camps, pov
erty and conflict. So,
isn‘t it better for
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building stability to develop the economy In
all parts of the country?”

Provincial and local governments are going

to play a crucial role in the implementation of
the programme as they are close to the peo-
ple in terms of delivery of goods and services.

The five major principles underpinning the

RDP are:

“The creation of an integrated and sus-
tainable programme, given that we are in
a quasi federal system with substantial
concurrent powers given to both national
and regional government. This is impor-
tant because of existing inequalities be-
tween the question of economic develop-
ment in the different regions and issues of
balancing wealth, both in the rural and
urban areas

“The need to ensure people participate
and are empowered by this programme.
We are under no illusions that these expec-
tations cannot be immediately addressed.
There are, however, concrete programmes
for the first time that will begin addressing
the priorities of housing, jobs, health, edu-
cation, and so on.

“We are involved in a nation building ex-
ercise. We will not accept the type of eco-
nomic programme we have seen put out
by the existing government. The argument
is that economic development should be
left in the hands of current holders of the
economy. They have failed to deliver any-
thing to our people for the last 300 years,
even when the economy was going strong.

“There's an international comparison
we can draw; if you take Japan, Germany,
and look at what Bill Clinton is deing in
America, governments do intervene in the
economy around questions of reconstruc-
tion to create an environment where the
needs of the people are being met.

"Again we're arguing very strongly
that, while there’s a role for all parts of
our society, the state should play a leading
and enabling role in conjunction with im-
portant role players in civil society, includ-
ing labour, the private sector, communi-
ty-based movements, women, etc;

“The linkage between issues of reconstruc-
tion and development. Up to now most
economists linked to the establishment
have argued that these are contradictory
concepts. Our position is that, for the first
time, we have put a serious proposition to
deal with development and economic
growth issues. And we are arguing substan-
tively in the document that these are inter-
dependent concepts. A government that in-
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vests heavily in infrastructure will meet
basic needs of our people and, at the same
time, stimulate economic growth and un-
leash the potential of our people;

* "Democratising civil society and the state
and removing permanently from our lives
white minority rule. In this context we
want to look at this programme develop-
ing, in a mutually beneficial way, the
Southern African region.

“The issues of women, black people in gener-

al, and rural areas are highlighted throughout

the document. There will be focuses on affir-
mative action that improves the situation of
these constituencies.”

CHALLENGE TO THE OPPOSITION

“To those who're opposing us we are saying
let them put their concrete propositions on
the table. We are the organisation that will
represent the majority of the people and we
want to co-operate with other parties. But
we will not be stopped from meeting what
has been the central thread of our struggle.
Every person in South Africa, irrespective of
race, colour or sex, whether they come from
the rural areas or urban areas, should be enti-
tled to a decent standard of living.

“We see these programmes being imple-
mented and planned for in the context of a
five-year programme with certain quantifi-
able targets being set in the process. We
have harnessed not only the energies of thou-
sands of activists at grassroots level ... but also

the resources of experts and economists who
are working in developing and verifying the
quantification, the legislative and the institu-
tional programmes that will be necessary,”
says Naidoo. #



here is a

smug.
comfort-
able and
complacent lobby
in our country

which believes that the ne-
gotiation process will herald
not only a new constitutional
order but will also ensure
that our awesome apartheid
legacy will be quietly forgot-
ten and buried. This self-
serving approach works on
two bases.

First, it says that by-gones
must be by-gones and in-
vokes the concept of reconcil-
iation to serve ils end.
Secondly, 11 says that all par-
ties were guilty of terrible
wrongs in the struggle aganst
apartheid — we all have much
1o be forgiven for — and since
no-one has clean hands, there
mast be a new star.

Mr de Klerk's idea of a
“new start” 15 not only to for-
get the past but 1o invent one
where his party and regime
now insist that there was no
deliberate targeting of its op-
ponents. If temible acts were
done, they were in pursuit of
a policy of protecting the
state and, therefore. an
amnesty must be given to the
practitioners of Kidnapping,
systematic orture, disappear-
ance and ill-treatment.

Is 1t therefore valid for
the opponents of a comion-
able present to demand the
dredging up of the past and
the re-opening of old
wounds? Coming 1o terms
with the past is a difficult
and, for some. a painful
matter. We must, therefore,
ask: if we are 1o close the
book on the pasi, can we
suppress it allogether”

THE TRUTH
COMMISSION

Many countrics who have
moved from authontanan or
illegitimate  regime 1o

Coping with

A truth
commission

democracy have
grappled with this
fundamental truth:
how to settle a
past account with-
oul upsetting the
present  transition. The
Nuremberg and Tokyo tnals
of 1945-1946 of war crimi-
nals, an attempt (o preserve
the collective memory and to
build up an effective deter-
rent, were models that rested
on a particular matenal con-
dition.

WAR CRIMINALS

The war cnminals who were
brought to trial did not lose
power through political
means but through a com-
plete military defeat. The
viclors did not have o worry
about the balance of forces
where the military, economic
and state power of the losers
was largely left umouched.

It was for this reason that
the “Nuremberg” approach
has not been repeated since
1946. Instead., n recent
years, a number of Truth
Commissions have been es-
tablished by newly-elected
governments, by private ini-
batives from non-govern-
mental organisations and, in
the most recent example, by
the United Nations in rela-
tion to El Salvador.

A recent report, prepared
in the United States, has de-
scribed 14 such bodies and
has identified the ANC as
the first non-governmental
body to investigate its own
actions, It was because of the
need for a comprehensive
opening of the books, for full
disclosure and accountabili-
ty. that the National Exec-
utive Committee, at s
August 1993 meeting, pro-
posed that a National Truth
Commission be set up to in-
vestigate all abuses that have
flowed from the policy of

aparthed.
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we, victim of apartheid war crimes.

We need the whole truth.

Instead of self-indemnity by the
government — which the ANC has,
over a year ago, clearly stated will
not bind a democratic government —
we need the whole truth, so that the
victims of disappearances, murder,
torture and dirty tricks, or their fami-
hes, know what has happened.

DIFFERENT DUTY

The Truth Commission’s approach
is based on a different duty from the
normal human rights duty of a gov-
ernment to refrain from committing
such violations. It is the duty of a
successor government to dispense
justice for past crimes.

A govermment of national unity
will be obliged, if we are 1o follow re-
cent precedents, 1o set up such a com-
mission if only to ensure that the Bill
of Rights — which obliges our state 1o
provide effective remedies for such
rights — is to have any relevance.

The most important reason for
the establishment of such a commis-
sion 15 10 get 1o the truth. The expen-
ence of Chile, Argentina and El
Salvador keenly reflects the cleaning
power of the truth. Thousands of peo-
ple who gave evidence rarely, if ever,
showed a desire for vengeance. What
mattered to most was that the memo-
ry of their loved ones would not be
denigrated or forgotten and that such

terrible things never happen again.

Each country will deal with the
past in its own way. We will not fol-
low the pattern of vengeance shown
in some European countries today
where people are being persecuted
for their past beliefs. But there are
some common features which we
can adopt.

A commission must be broadly
based and made up of respected
people. It must be adequately staffed
and must complete its work within a
year. It will look at gross violations
of human rights, not only from the
government side, but from all politi-
cal formations.

FACT-FINDING
Interestingly enough, in Chile and El
Salvador, it was found that a very
small proportion of such violations
were committed by the resistance. It
will not be a prosecuting body but a
fact-finding one. Not all commis-
sions name names of transgressors
but, where they do, the list must be
handed over to prosecuting bodies.
The recent UN-organised El
Salvador commission which report-
ed in April listed over 40 individuals
responsible for human rights cnmes
and recommended that they should
be removed from their positions. It
further recommended that they be

prevented from serving in a public
position for ten years or in any mili-
tary or security position forever,

COMMUNITY
REPARATIONS

In addition, the commission recom-
mended, as had occurred in Chile
earlier, that “justice demands that
the victims of human rights viola-
tions in the war be publicly recog-
nised and be given material com-
pensation.” In Chile, pensions,
scholarships and training pro-
grammes were set up as tangible ex-
pressions of community reparations
to such vicums.

Such commissions also provide
a greater awareness of the back-
ground to violations of human
rights. But the truth must be ac-
knowledged, proclaimed and pub-
licly exposed. The worst transgres-
sors must be removed and there
must be an acknowledgement of the
rights of the victims.

Only then can we discuss the
1ssue of amnesty. When we do not
reproach evil doers, as Alexander
Solzhenitsin has warmed, “we are
not simply protecting their nvial old
age; we are thereby ripping the
foundations of justice from beneath
new generations.”

We cannot afford to do so. #
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Land Reform

he issue of land is

a highly emotional

one. Yet practical

measures must be

found to resolve it.

To address this
question, a new government
must have all the necessary
tools at its disposal. The history
of South Africa is one of forced
removals and the eroding of
black people’s nghis to own
and lease land.

The ANC's Land Reform
and Development Policy seeks to
rectify the land injustices of
apartheid. The broad context
should be one of affirmative ac-
tion within which the specific
land and development needs of
black South Africans are taken
inio account.

CONSTITUTIONAL
POWERS

Central to what a government
needs are the constitutional pow-
ers to effect land reform. The
Property Rights and Restitution
clauses in the Intenm
Constitution become important
in this regard. These clauses may
affect the capacity of any new
government to effect land reform
and restoration.

The disastrous effects of en-
trenching property rights was expe-
rienced in India after independence
in 1948, From 1950 - 1973, succes-
sive governmenis attempted land re-
form and each tme their attempts

were successfully challenged in the
courts. When the government tried
to amend the property clause 1o per-
mit land reform, this too was held

unconsttutional.

This constitutional struggle over
a peniod of more than twenty years
not only stopped land reform. It also

What implications
property rights?

deeply damaged the courts,
which were perceived as ob-
structing social progress. We
cannot afford such cnises given
the unstable political and eco-
nomic climate in our country.

INTERIM
CONSTITUTION
The Interim Constitution con-
tains a special chapter dealing
with restitution of land nghts.
The Chapter contains the
skeleton of the restoration law.
The flesh will be put on those
bones by an Act of Parliament.
The Act of Parliament will not be
inconsistent with this Chapter.
The people covered by these
provisions are all those who were
dispossessed of rights in land
under {or to further) a law which
would have been inconsistent
with the interim constitution’s
charter of fundamental rights - in
other words, a discriminatory law.
The “cut-off date” will be
fixed by an Act of Parliament,
but will not be earlier than 19
June 1913.

RIGHT TO
RESTORATION

The Chapter gives people who were
subjected to forced removals the
right to claim restoration of their
land. However, it does not give them
the right to restoration. The claim is
to be made to a court. The court can
only order restoration if the state cer-
tifies that restoration is feasible.
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The new Constitution must enable past land injustices like this

to be rectified in a just and equitable manner.

This is equivalent to stating that
there is a right to claim freedom of
speech: but there is no right to free-
dom of speech as such unless the
state certifies that freedom of speech
15 feasible.

A right is a guarantee: It is
something to which one is entitled
without having to ask for the per-
mission of the state or anyone else.

This therefore means that two
basic factors will determine
whether the dispossessed will get
restitution:

» the kind of land claims court as
well as its powers; and

= the kind of government that will
be in power.

LAND CLAIMS
STRUCTURE

The Chapter on restoration in the in-
terim constitution states that there
will be two structures to deal with
claims: a Commission and a Court.
Both will be independent and non-

partisan, appoinied n as transparent
a manner as possible.

The Commission will investigate
claims, mediate and settle disputes
and draw up reports on unsettled
claims for the court.

The court will be a court of law.
An Act of Parliament will determine
whether it will be a specialised court
or one of the ordinary courts, and at
what level it will function.

POWERS OF THE COURT
Where the land is still “in the pos-
session of the state”, the court may:
» order restoration if the state cer-
tifies that this is feasible; or
* order the state to pay
claimant compensation; or
» order the stale to grant the
claimant any alternative relief.
Where the land is “in the possession
of private owner” the court may:
» order the state to expropriate the
land and restore it, if the state
certifies that this is feasible; or

the

« order the state to grant the
claimant an appropriate right in
alternative state-owned land; or

= order the state to pay the
claimant compensation; or

« order the state to grant the
claimant alternative relief.

Compensation for dispossession is
to be just and equitable. The court
will decide this by taking into ac-
count the circumstances which
prevailed at the time of the dispos-
session, and any other relevant
factors, including any compensa-
tion that was paid upon the dispos-
session. This will apply if the
court grants a claimant any relief
such as money.

This will not apply if just and
equitable compensation was paid in
respect of the expropriation.

How then is this affected by the

property clause?

PROPERTY CLAUSE
The general property clause is con-
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tained in section 28 of the Interim
Constitution,

It guarantees the right to ac-
quire and hold “rights in" property.
No deprivation of rights in property
is permitted except in accordance
with a law.

This is permissible only “for
public purposes”. Just and equitable
compensation must be paid. The
court will determine what is “just
and equitable” according to a broad
formula which includes market
value but also other relevant factors,
like the use to which the property is
being put, the history of its acquisi-
tion, the value of the investments in
it and the interest of those affected.

“PUBLIC PURPOSES"

The phrase “public purposes™ is usu-
ally used to mean that the property 1s
to be used by the public or for the
benefit of the public. It may be in the
public interest, for example, to carry
out a policy of land reform, but prob-
ably not for “public purposes”.

If the courts follow this ap-
proach, restricting expropriation 1o
“public purposes”, the result will be
that redistribution of land would be
possible only with state land, and
with private land acquired on a
“willing seller, willing buyer” basis.

It would be more appropriate to
authorise expropriation when this
is in the public interest - for exam-
ple, to permit land reform and the
regulation of the use of property.
Of course expropriation will have
to be accompanied by just and eq-
uitable compensation.

WAY FORWARD

The ANC is committed to a land
restoration process that will guar-
antee full rights of property to all
its citizens.

We believe, the only way of ar-
riving at a just solution to such an
emotive and complex matter will be
through an ongoing process of dis-
cussion with all major stake-holders.

In drafting the new constitution
and Bill of Rights we will need to
avoid formulations which might
prevent restoration. But they
should also be formulations that

In drafting the new
constitution
and Bill of Rights we
will need to avoid
formulations which
might prevent
restoration. But they
should also be
formulations that
allow for a just legal
process and proper

compensation.
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allow for a just legal process and

proper compensation.
The main aim will be to end
rural poverty through a development

programme which allows for land

redistribution. This will include:

» ensuring that people who wish to
farm have access to some land;

« granting women equal nghts as
well as special assistance;

= assisting small farmers with ac-
cess 1o credit and training;

» encouraging large-scale farming;

* restructuring rural corporations and
marketing boards to protect both
the farmers and the consumers.

State land will be central in this pro-

gramme. But where private land is

at issue, mutually-beneficial ar-

rangements will have to be reached.
Only in this way shall we ensure

that South Africa truly belongs to all

who live in it. #




apartheid disguised?

1 is now common practice to
describe the current violence
in South Africa in terms of
two categories of role players.
The first category identifies
those thought to be involved
in causing violence: the security po-
lice, political party supporters,
politicians and criminal elements.

The second category identifies a
set of role players thought to be
vital to ending the violence.
Curiously this set includes the secu-
rity police, political party supporters
and politicians.

A problem with the use of such
labels is that it is not easy to make
a clear distinction between the two
categories of role players since
they are not mutually exclusive.
For instance, if we argue the ac-
tions of certain politicians con-
tribute to a climate of violence, the
same politicians are seen as vital to
ending the violence.

ENDING THE VIOLENCE

In addition to such contradictions,
labelling also tends to trivialise the
violence through puerile mud-sling-
ing among the various role players.
It has become convenient to point
fingers at some parties as aggressors
in the violence.

This obscures ulterior motives
and causes. For instance it is easy to
label the IFP as the perpetrator of
the violence and ignore the role of
hidden forces operating behind the
[FP’s name.

Nor will this name-calling bring
us any closer to a solution. De
Klerk, for instance, has found it con-
venient to isolate the ANC and the
IFP as the scourge of society. His ar-
gument is that once ANC and IFP
leaders come together violence will

mzo-z-vo

Violence possesses a
number of human
endowments. It has
human wisdom,
eyes, ears, limbs and
a strange habit of
knowing and
respecting the
Group Areas Act
boundaries, writes
ANC activist

Suka Sambe.

disappear. Yet these leaders have
met several times,

But violence continues. Why
does name-calling exclude the par-
ties that stand to benefit from the
continuation of the violence?

Why are rightwing parties not
named, although their leaders have
publicly embraced violence?

Why is the National Party not
mentioned, though death squads
have assassinated scores of activists
in the name of the NP government?

THE WAY FORWARD
“Labelling” should be discarded as
the foremost method of understand-

ing the violence, and should be re-
placed by a method which explores
the way violence “behaves”.

We have to adopt a naive ap-
proach by allowing the facts ema-
nating from the violence to reveal
themselves to us without attempting
to impose our own prejudices.

For  peace-loving  South
Africans, violence has assumed the
characteristics of a live animal.

HUMAN ENDOWMENTS

It behaves like evil personified. It is
an animal which possesses a number
of human endowments. It has
human wisdom. It has eyes, ears,
limbs and has a tendency to defer to
a particular political order.

It has a strange habit of “know-
ing"” and respecting the boundaries
created by the Group Areas Act,
and uses its lower limbs to walk to
the black areas. On reaching its
destination it uses its buttocks to
sit in these areas day in and day
out. It will not dare turn its atten-
tion to the white side of the Group
Areas divide.

Hence the question of race. This
violence has eyes which it uses to
distinguish white skin from black
skin and then pounce on the latter.

The Natal town of Escourt, for
example, is divided into two
zones. The upper part of the town
is said to belong exclusively to
ANC-supporting towngoers. The
lower part is said to be an exclu-
sively IFP terrain. However, in
spite of this demarcation, members
of the white, Indian and coloured
race groups are free to do their
shopping anywhere in the town.
Even the white ANC and IFP sup-
porters are free to walk anywhere
without fear of harm to them-
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This violence has got two faces: it “obeys” or “disobeys” De Klerk according
to the skin pigmentation of the affected population.

selves. This debunks the argument
that the Estcourt violence results
from ANC-IFP conflict.

It appears, therefore, that the
nationwide violence has more to do
with racial politics than party con-
flict. It assassinates black leaders
irrespective of which party they
come from. [t claims the lives of
train and the taxi commuters as
long as they are black. It destabilis-
es only black communities.

Considering that we are gov-
erned by a political order intent
only to look after white lives and
which regards black lives as cheap
and worthless, the above conclusion
makes sense. So too does Nelson
Mandela’s recent call for the with-
drawal of white police officers from
the townships.

Sometimes the violence behaves
like a disobedient and uncontrollable
child. It defies the “pleas”, “persua-
sions” and “efforts” of those in the
white minority political order. De
Klerk has problems “controlling™ i,
let alone exterminating it.

But when the violence dnifts to-
wards white areas, De Klerk clamps
down on it immediately.

In the townships the violence be-
comes so “uncontrollable™ that in
“desperation” De Klerk calls on
black leaders to help stop it.

Yet | do not remember De Klerk
calling on white leaders to come for-
ward and help after the King
William's Town, St James' Church
and Observatory massacres. After
these events his security and intelli-
gence networks moved into action
on their own.

This violence has got two faces:
it “obeys™ or “disobeys™ De Klerk
according to the skin pigmentation
of the affected population.

THE EMERGING PICTURE
Why is this violence both geograph-
ically and racially specific?

Or, put in political terms: Why
does the current violence imitate the
apartheid system?

Suggestions of affinity between
the current violence and the
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apartheid system should not be un-
derestimated. During its heyday the
apartheid system brought misery,
disruption, mayhem and even death
to black communities while it af-
forded the white communities the
luxury of champagne, braais and en-
sured they received the best that life
in this country could offer.

Surprisingly, in February 1990
De Klerk pronounced this evil sys-
tem dead and went on to scrap it
from the statute. Yet in its place
has mysteriously arisen a phe-
nomenon which behaves as its pre-
decessor did.

The current violence behaves
as though it has taken over from
its predecessor, the apartheid sys-
tem. It, too, brings misery, disrup-
tion, mayhem, and death to black
communities — while leaving the
white communities in peace (o
enjoy champagne, braais and com-
fortable sleep.

Is the current violence the
apartheid system incarnate? The
similarity is alarming. %
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Misperceptions

he University of the
North represents a glo-
rious history of strug-
gle. Since its inception,
students, workers and
academics have suf-
fered brutal repression, detentions
and expulsions because of their
struggle for the democratisation of
tertiary institutions.

It remains a terrain of fierce con-
testation between the forces of
apartheid and the progressive move-
ment. The relative successes and
failures of democratic transforma-
tion should be seen in this conlext.

We were among the first univer-
sities in the country to have a “demo-
cratic” council — the highest decision-
making body of the institution being
representative of all community sec-
tors. We continue to register
victories for transformation.

CHALLENGES

But recent developments
have made this process more
complex and sensitive.

There is a realignment of
undemocratic forces with
rightwingers on campus for
the sole purpose of reversing
the process of transformation.

In the process of their con-
solidation these forces have
won the confidence of a sig-
nificant part of the liberation
movement — advancing their
agendas at the same time.

Their strategy is (o
marginalise and discredit the
progressive forces on cam-
pus so they can vie for
strategic positions.

threaten change
at Turf

The humiliation, pressurization
and ultimate resignation of Prof
Nkondo should be understood in
this context.

Similarly, the furore around
embezzlement of SRC funds was
the result of a deliberate ploy by
reactionary elements to corrupt in-
dividuals to destroy the image of
the SRC.

A few individuals of the previ-
ous SRC did misappropriate student
funds without the authorisation of
the SRC. These individuals did not
have any loyal attachment to any
student organisations on campus.
The impression created by media re-
ports that the whole SRC embezzled
funds is therefore inaccurate.

The SRC has achieved important
victories for students. Our SRCs have

fought for the admission of students
having financial problems; the repeal
of repressive faculty rules; and the
general reconstruction of the univer-
sity. To undermine the SRC on the
basis of a single misdemeanour is to
fall into the enemy trap.

CHARGES

The student mass resolved that
those implicated in the allegations
should face charges in court. And,
above all, a broad commission to
investigate the university adminis-
tration of finances should be ur-
gently established.

Failure of the council to heed
this demand has led to a perception
that this acclaimed democratic
organ is not taking students seri-
ously. This perception is fuelled by
the rejection of the student
position on withdrawn lec-
turers and the appointment
of the principal and other
key officials.

QOur reassessment of the
council is that we have mere-
ly replaced rightwing faces
with democratic ones. But
we value and recognise it. It
continues to symbolise our
vision of non-racialism and
democracy and the maturity
of our struggles.

The process of transfor-
mation is irreversible. The
SRC considers it a primary
responsibility of the institu-
tion to produce critical, dy-
namic and organic intellectu-
als who have the interests of
democracy and development
at heart.
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New Zealand:
A hundred years of suffrage

olearoa New
Zealand led the
world in 1893
when both in-
digenous and im-
migrant women
won a victory for women — the right
to vote in national elections. No
countries of independent status had
taken the step. The New Zealand
victory spurred on others. But for
many it was decades before they
were successful. Even today women
in some countries do not have that
most basic of political rights.

THE CAMPAIGN

The New Zealand campaign lasted
25 years and was marked by the
quiet determination of women from
all classes and ethnic groups. The
campaign was led from 1887 by
Kate Sheppard, as the franchise su-
perintendent of the Women's
Christian Temperance Union
(WCTU).

The New Zealand suffragists
campaigned for improved working
conditions for women, equal pay,
electoral reform, divorce law re-
form, equal educational opportuni-
ties and other rights which women
are still fighting for oday.

The key tool in the campaign
was petitions to parliament. Despite
the physical and social restrictions
of dress and custom, hundreds of
women went out on foot and by
horse to travel rough roads to far-
flung settlements to get women to
sign their petitions.

They gathered signatures for
three main petitions. Almost 30 000
women, representing nearly a quar-
ter of New Zealand women, signed
the last one in 1893. This finally dis-
proved the stance taken by male
politicians that most women did not
wanlt to vole.

Consequently the Electoral Act
was signed into law on 19 September

WOMEN'S SUFFRAGE
WHAKATU WAHINE

ol e v el L

1393 1993

1893. In a few weeks B5 percent of
women had enrolled to vote in the
November general elechion.

CELEBRATIIONS
In response to advocacy by
women's groups, the New Zealand
government set up the 1993
Suffrage Centennial Year Trust for
projects which:
» celebrated the past achievements
of women;
» assessed the current status of
women; and
* helped develop a vision for the
future.
The opportunity to celebrate the
centenary sparked the imagination
of thousands of New Zealand
women. Sixty five local planning
groups sprung up around the country
to organise hundreds of festivals,
pageants, displays, art works, semi-
nars, lectures and local histones.
The suffragists were remem-
bered in a major national memorial
sculpture, sets of postage stamps and
phone cards. Major international

women's conferences for indige-
nous women, judges, historians, sci-
entists, young and rural women
were held. Women achieved a new-
found prominence. Television and
radio programmes were made about
women leaders, women's lives and
experiences. The histories of many
New Zealand women and women's
organisations were written,

All government departments
were required to undertake a suf-
frage project and their contributions
included invaluable research; analy-
sis of their service delivery o
women; and scholarships to enable
women to enter new fields, further
develop their careers or re-enter the
work force. Most schools included
the suffrage campaign and women's
achievements in their curriculum,
drama and debates in 1993,

WOMEN TODAY

Women have made much progress
in Aotearoa New Zealand in the
past century, but still have some
way 1o go.

Only 16 percent of MPs are
women, including two out of 20
cabinet ministers. Women hold
only 25 percent of local govern-
ment seats. Women form 44 per-
cent of the paid work force, but half
of all employed women work in
just six occupational groups as
nurses, teachers, typists, bookkeep-
ers and cashiers, clerical workers,
and sales assistants. On average
women earn only 78 percent of
men's weekly eamings.

FUTURE CHALLENGES
The benefits of the past year's
activities will be long lasting. The
challenge for New Zealand women
will be to harness the energy
created by the centenary
commemorations Lo reinvigorate
themselves for the continuing
struggle for true equity. @
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_Fea.turTl"_lg Hugh Mas&Kela, Tsep ola,
Mercy Pakela, PJ Powers . and other greats!

Available on cassette at record stores and ANC offices for R25.00. Also in CD format
Remember: Your Votle Counts!

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

Become a distributor — create your
own salesforce
(or sell on your own)

Earn a R100+ per day.

. Market A.N.C
. (full colour) metal
lapel badges.

We also have full range of
A.N.C T-Shirts, Hags, caps,
jeans efc. available.

Depots in Johannesburg & Preforia.
Phone factory (012) 64-3918.

We will fax you a list of products and prices on
your request.

e
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PROFILE

lade was born and
raised in Edenvale,
Pietermaritzburg,
the eldest child of
Siphambano, a
herbalist, and
Nozipho, a retired school teacher
and nurse.

His politicisation came about
after he realised the hardships that
he was living under. “l was born
in one of the most depressed areas
of Pietermaritzburg — something
that can actually be compared to
slums,” he says.

“Growing up under these con-
ditions sensitised me to the prob-
lems that are facing our people
and it's in that way that 1 realised
that there was no other way 1o
fight these conditions other than to
join the liberation movement.”

A great admirer of the
Nicaraguan Sandinistas move-
ment, Blade believes that, when
people get elected to parliament,
they don’t only look at problems
facing their parties alone but the
whole country. He wants to be
among those new parliamentarians who are linked to the
grassroots and under-privileged people in squatter
camps and rural areas.

A “back-bencher in parliament”, Blade wanis to act
as a link between the masses of the people outside and
the National Assembly. He also sees himself playing an
important role in bringing an end to the violence in
Natal because it's the pressing issue of the moment.

According to Blade, the creation of a single adminis-
tration in Natal is crucial. “[ don't believe that a person
like Chief Buthelezi and members of the Freedom
Alliance would accept defeat, whether they participated
in the elections or not. Only afier we have tried all av-
enues to draw them into the constitution and revive the
peace process, will we then bring full processes of law
to take their course,” he adds.

A fierce grassroots leader, Nzimande has been in-

The people’s
back-bencher

volved in a number of political or-
ganisations and has held various
positions. From Saso in 1976 to
the present Deputy Chairperson of
the Natal Midlands ANC. He is
also a member of the Central
Committee and the Politburo of
the South African Communist
Party (SACP).

Nzimande feels very strongly
about the tribal divisions that are
wrecking our country, especially
the Zulu myth that is being por-
trayed by, amongst others, the
Inkatha leadership. “I see myself
playing an important role as I have
been doing in exposing the fact that
Buthelezi does not represent the
Zulu nation and that the so-called
Zulu nation is not a monolithic en-
tity. The National Assembly should
be tuned into accepting that this 1s
not a Zulu problem but a political
problem which the [FP is using for
survival,” says Nzimande.

Of the pleasurable activities of
his childhood he remembers play-
ing in a local soccer team and rais-
ing money to go to movies by dice
gambling or fetching water for neighbours from the
community tap for ten cents a bucket.

He considers the saddest moment in his life a time in
1983 when, as a Personnel/Industrial Relations Officer
for Tongaat Huletts Sugar, he was involved in the re-
trenchment of about 500 workers and this taught lhim
“how vicious capitalism is”.

In 1985 he lectured in psychology at the Umlazi
campus of the University of Zululand and, in 1987, at
the University of Natal. He became director of the
Educational Policy Unit in 1989.

One of his favourite books is George Orwell’s
Animal Farm. “Tt taught me how important socialism 15.”

He lives with his researcher wife Phumlele, four
children and his mother. Phumlele serves on the
Regional Executive Committee of the SACP in the
Matal Midlands. %
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A tale of

three cities

hile three rival cities
- Johannesburg,
Durban and Cape
Town - have each
indicated a commitment to staging
the 2004 Olympics, the bid remains
a tale of one city.

The bidding process alone pro-
motes the international status of a
city. It helps focus city planners on
the development and advancement
of the urban infrastructure, which
otherwise may not have happened. It
is not surprising then that each of the
nval cities would fight vociferously
to host the Games.

BIDDING CITY

ANC sports supremo Steve
Tshwete said one bidding city will
earn the nod of approval from the
National Olympic Committee of
South Africa (Nocsa) in early
February after final representations
have been considered from all
three cities.

Planners denied a report by the
International Olympic Committee
(IOC) that the SA's three rival cities
planned to join forces by staging dif-
ferent Olympic events to strengthen
South Africa’s bid against Beijing.

Durban’s Olympics Commitiee
chief executive Robbie
Stewart said any attempts to spread
the Olympics over the three cities
would create a nightmare for the
competitors and those involved in
the infrastructure, logistics and plan-
ning of the event.

Although it was not known
which of the cities would represent
South Africa, there was no official
betting on the outcome either,
Tshwete said.

officer

Still, Johannesburg was at short
odds to be announced as a nval
city to early global favourite,
Beijing. Cape Town would proba-
bly be second on the list, with
Durban third.

Once a city has decided to bid
for the Olympics it must ensure it
has the support of its National
Olympics Committee (NOC). Nine
years before the Olympics are due to
be staged, the 10C requests all its

member NOCs to present candidate
cities to it within six months.

GUIDELINES

Though the 10C, mindful of its
image, recently set comprehensive
guidelines for candidate cities, there
is no precise formula required o win
an Olympic bid. The candidature
file and detailed information must
be provided in the bid document
under each of the 23 themes re-
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Sixty-thousand,

not out, after
three years

For many years cricket was
Greek in underprivileged black
townships, even to those
aspiring poor black cousins of
the traditional cricketing

schools, writes Mziwakhe

Top: ANC President Nelson Mandela meets

representatives of the city of Atlanta, USA
- hosts of the 1996 Olympics.
Left: A South African Olympics would save on the
airfare of the national team, but would need a
massive capital input by the host city.

quired. These themes include trans-
port, accommodation, environmen-
tal protection, weather, customs and
immigration formalities.

Even those assessments cannot
keep political and commercial
forces from influencing the way in-
dividual 10C members cast their
votes. An example is Beijing which
started as a favourite for the 2000
Olympics, but lost the bid to the
Australian city, Sydney.

LOBBY

It is generally accepted that the most
effective way to lobby the 90 10C
members is to visit them at home.
Or, better still, to bring them to your
city, all expenses paid, and convince

them it 15 the ideal place to spend
three weeks of their ime eight years
down the line.

It is understood the 10C wants
to have the Games in Africa — the
one continent yet to host the event.
Most people agree that South Africa
1s the only realistic African candi-
date. But it is by no means a certain-
ty we will win in 2004,

If the losers in the 2000 event,
among them Beijing, try again, it
will be tough to beat their experi-
ence. South Africa might have to
wait until 2008.

Considering the enormous
amount of work required and the ex-
perience gained from a failed bid,
that might not be a bad thing. %

Hlangani.

ver 20 000
youngsters, be-
tween eight and
ten years, have
been introduced
to cricket every
year since 1991, The United Cricket
Board of South Africa (UCBSA)
development programme has al-
ready unearthed future stars such as
Sowetan spin-bowler Jacob Maloa,
who is in the Transvaal A squad.

Walter Masemola from
Alexandra township, also a product
of the development programme, was
the fast bowler in the SA under-17
squad which toured the United
Kingdom last year.

According to UCBSA National
Development Director, Khaya
Majola, underprivileged areas ex-
perienced an explosion of interest
in cricket since development pro-
jects started. The Transvaal
Invitation XI's match against a tal-
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ented England A side
at the new Alexandra
oval in December -
the first international
match in a black
township — has be-
come another mile-
stone for cricket de-
velopment in impov-
erished communities.

MAN OF THE
MATCH

This match was per-
haps most significant
for the standard of
the South African
team’s game.
Geoffrey Toyana,
who captained the Norwich Life
Transvaal XI, played a gutsy in-
nings to score 29 and was crowned
Man of the Match. Both he and
Walter Masemola claimed an
England wicket each with only 17
runs on the board. Clive Eksteen got
in some battling practice scoring 21.

England was rescued from em-
barrassment by lan Wells and
Malachy Loye as bowlers
Masemola and Dean Laing ook ad-
vantage of the variable wicket. The
score read: England 121 all out in
43,2 overs. Transvaal Invitation 78
all out in 38 4 overs.

Another feature of the team was
the strong presence of Alex all-
rounder Justice Nkutha; and his twin
brother Peace, as 12th man. Another
Alexandrian to make his mark was
manager, Fanyana Xulu, who was
part of the winning combination at
Michaelmas Week. Over 200 cricket
teams have been formed country-
wide for under 13, 15 and 19 years.
Many have risen to be star provin-
cial players.

It is anticipated that over 20 per-
cent of youths from disadvantaged

backgrounds will participate 1

provincial matches this year.

“We believe that in a divided
South Africa, sport can play an im-
portant role in bringing together
young people from different social
and cultural backgrounds. This de-
velopment is on a broad base to such
an extent that over 5 000 youths in

o )

Touring international sides — like the Indian
team, pictured above with Nelson Mandela -
have given impetus to township

cricket development.

Soweto have formed 19 cricket
school teams which play with white
traditional cricket schools weekly,”
Transvaal Cricket Development
Manager, Imtiaz Patel, said.
UCBSA has since allocated
R2,5m for the development of sport
facilities in black townships. The
building of sport facilities in Port
Elizabeth, Kagiso and Alexandra
tow nships has been completed. In
Soweto and East London, the sports-
grounds would be completed early
this year. In Cape Town the cricket
board is to develop a multi-purpose

sports facility.

DEVELOPMENT POLICY
Patel said Transvaal cricket
received a major boost of R600
000 over three years from Norwich
Life for the largest regional cricket
development. About 35 cricket
teams (from Alexandra, Soweto,
Kagiso, Lenasia, Fordsburg and
Bosmont) have played 360
matches with white school teams.
“By the third year of the
sponsorship it is anticipated that
teams and matches played would
have doubled,”” Patel said.

The Transvaal Cricket Board
(TCB) had a carefully structured
programme (o enable youngsiers to
develop through the ranks to the
top, according to Patel. Already
there are dozens of youngsters from
the Norwich Life development pro-
gramme playing senior club crick-

et. The Board is
committed to a youth
development policy
and selectors are
continually on the
look-out for promis-
Ing youngsiers.

Another aspect of
cricket development
was the recent selec-
tion of four youth
cricketers 1o go on a
three-week coaching
trip to Australia in
December.
Outstanding medium-
fast bowler and mid-
dle-order batsman, 18
year-old Donald
Letlhake from Kagiso was one of
the four players. He was joined by
David Makopanele,17, from Free
State; Makhaya Ntini, 16, from
Border; and Abraham Sinclair,17,
from Western Cape. The youngsters
represented South Africa at a spe-
cial coaching camp in Sydney,
Australia through the Bradman
Museum Trust.

Majola says there was no hesita-
tion in choosing Letlhake for the
trip: “He is disciplined, talented and
dedicated — and we predicted a great
future for him in cricket.”

BURSARIES

Bursaries are being offered to those
doing well. Over 34 young cricketers
have received financial help to further
studies in cricketing schools. Teachers
and women coaches have been of-
fered levels of training as coaches.

Dr Ali Bacher, Managing
Director of the UCBSA, breathed
new life into the development of un-
derprivileged cricketing as early as
1986. Bacher met the Soweto busi-
ness community and about R1,5m
was raised. The idea received new
impetus after the unification of the
SA Cricket Board and the SA Cncket
Union in 1991.

The United Cricket Board was
also in the process of arranging in-
ternational tours to and from South
Africa. So in future it will be pos-
sible 1o literally see the world
through cricket. #
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Bunny
Chow or
Bunny,

clao

n 1981 we were based in Maputo in an underground

residence and there was a severe shortage of food in

the country. Though the movement tried to look after

us as best as it could, there was no avoiding a diet of

sugar beans and porridge. It had exhausted the cre-

ative ability of some of our best cooks. Comrades
would come with various complaints of ailments allegedly
caused by this red and white scourge of the stomach.

We all agreed the main cause was the lack of meat in
our bodies. Whether true or not, we were all craving for
the stuff.

One day a comrade claimed the peasants on the outskirts
of town were always ready to exchange some livestock for
anything from a bag of mielie-meal to an item of clothing.
Clothing we didn't have, but mielie-meal we had tons of.

A plan was devised whereby two comrades would drive
to the area with several bags and bring back as much live-
stock as possible. The plan was put in motion and the com-
rades left. We were left behind discussing the various ways
in which we would deal with the coming feast of meat.

When the comrades finally came back, it was not a flock
of chickens or a herd of goats that we saw, but a tiny white
rabbit that could not really have fed sixteen comrades. Our
disappointment then could not be measured. The truth was
that much as the peasants were starving, for them to part
with any of their animals was as unthinkable as inviting a
hungry lion to look after your herd of cattle.

The general consensus was that the scrawny rabbit
would have to be fed and fattened for the big day of the
feast. That rabbit was fed anything that came our way, and
it ate ravenously.

Now we had a frequent visitor to our residence, a five
year old girl who would come and chat with the comrades.

Everyone doted on her and a day without her was felt by
everyone. For a while she had not been visiting, until the
rabbit was getting fat enough for the pot. She took an in-
stant liking to the rabbit and promptly named it Tabby. In no
time our future dinner would be sprinting all over the yard
with the little woman hot on its heels.

Nervous apprehension could be read in every face when-
ever our visitor was around, for our dinner was being turned
into a pet.

When she got wind her friend was really destined for the
pot, we were confronted by a very furious young woman
who told us in no uncertain terms that whatever culinary in-
tentions we had about her friend, if we so much as touched
a single hair on that rabbit, she would never talk to us again,
let alone visit anymore.

That signalled the end of our dreams.

A few weeks later Tabby vanished and was never seen
again. She probably ended up as the main course in some
Mozambican home. It took quite some time for our little
friend to believe that her playmate had just mysteriously dis-
appeared, even though there was no concrete proof to sug-
gest that the friend had ended up in our bellies as she be-
lieved. Qur initial interest in the rabbit, provided her with

ample grounds for suspicion.

Months later when the whole episode was just but a dis-
tant memory, whilst chatting and relaxing, she would sud-
denly look one of us in the eye and whisper conspiratorially,
Comrade, now come on you did eat Tabby, did you
not?"For all our denials and her apparent acceptance,she
never really believed an inch of our story.

Now that our little woman is no longer that little, she
will surely burst out with laughter when reminded of the
rabbit story. #
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The troopies who

forgot their guns

- a short story by Mtutuzeli Matshoba

he 1986 State of Emergency was an
unusual experience in many ways for
both its enforcers and those on the re-
ceiving end.

Upon the whim of the pressurised state president
PW Botha, alias “Die Ou Krokodil”, everybody in South
Africa had to readjust to a more draconian existence.
The enforcers had to lose more sleep trying to keep the
people comfortable with a worsening way of life.

| remember the first morning that the South
African Destabilisation Force, otherwise known in the
townships as “Sadaf” and henceforth referred to as
such, invaded Soweto. The people stood on the
Mzimhlophe station bridge, watching a half-kilome-
tre long convoy of soil-brown army juggernauts
slowly snaking into our realm, down Soweto high-
way between Orlando East and Noordgesig, over the
town-bound Mlamlankunzi railway line and left into
the “death road” below Orlando Stadium which
links the Soweto highway with the Old
Potchefstroom Road ten kilometres further west.

One of us watching the unfolding new chapter of
our history remarked, shaking his head regretfully:
“Ce, ce, ce. Our children are going to die in scores
once again.”

Answered a sister promptly, “A-a-ga, don’t
worry, mfowethu. They fight conventionally and the
children fight in an unconventional way."

“Children” was said in a way only a person who
knew what our children could be capable of under
stress would understand. The dear sister had to
know better because she had been a teacher for ten
years as we stood on the station bridge. Her tactical
observation was accurate. “Sadaf” was always prone
to ambush in the African townships as the boys in
brown would experience in a short while.

“We'll soon work out a plan for them. I'm telling
you they'll want out in no time,” said the teacher sis-
ter and left for school.

We boarded our train to work in the city, gravely
concerned about what would remain happening in
the location. Many times in that turbulent decade we
had to make our way home in a hurry because hell
had broken loose between the people and the forces

of repression.

The first day passed without any incident in our
area. The people must have gone out and wondered
at the military hardware and the strange young
white men's faces, terrified, fascinated, lost, spoiling
for a skop, skiet en donder, sad, grinning and scowl-
ing at the people.

Then tales of minor skirmishes between “Sadaf”
and the people began doing the rounds. Some of
the stories were hilarious, others heartrending - an
armoured truck immobilised here and there by being
lured into a trench and, in extreme cases, people
dying unnecessarily on both sides of the divide.

Township boredom seemed to have been the un-
doing of “Sadaf” in many instances. When nothing
was happening, something was bound to happen. In
one case, when a "Sadaf" platoon felt that it was in
control of a territory assigned to it and thought it
had also won the hearts and minds of the people, it
parked its armoured truck, which had indeed be-
come part of the local landscape, next to a dust soc-
cer field where regular school matches took place.

Over the weeks since “Sadaf" had occupied the
township, relationships between the boys in military
browns and their counterparts in school uniform had
thawed enough for the commanding officer to see
no harm in young people playing together.
Moreover, that was good public relations, which had
even caught the attention of some photo-joumnalists.
So he allowed the troopies to while away time
stretching out on the soccer field with the schoolboys
now and again. Naturally the troopies had to leave
their weapons with two or three of them who were

not playing.
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A mischievous sions, helicopters.
mind took note e You name it
of the compla- they've  bran-

cence and, while

the soccer players
and most of the

spectators were

dished it at us.
Now it's horse-
mounted  sol-
diers. | wonder

concentrating on what's next.”
the game, the
non-participating “Vokon jock-
soldiers  were eys. Just a way to
calmly and cor- | keep unemployed
dially relieved of white youth on
their weaponry the government
by a carload of payroll at the
youths brandish- people’s ex-
ing pistols. Y pense,” observed
Geinibandla.

On another occasion, an avocado pear was
tossed into an open-top armoured car. The occu-
pants never waited to see if an avocado pear would
explode or not. They hurled themselves out of the
moving vehicle and earned themselves a few bruises
upon contact with mother earth, |

The one incident which | witnessed took place
well into the State of Emergency. | was helping my
friend Gcinibandla mow his little patch of lawn with a
machine that was an extr for the size of his
yard at Diepkloof Extension Two. The new, relatively
upper class township is built on one slope of a shal-
low valley divided by a dying stream. On the opposite
slope, in stark contrast with Diepkloof Extension, are
the long rows of dirty-grey brick and asbestos-roofed
structures that comprise the Diepkloof labour concen-
tration camp, otherwise known as a men'’s hostel. It is
overcrowded and dirty, and definitely not a sight
Gcinibandla looked forward to be the first thing to
see when he wakes up in the moming.

Beyond Diepkloof hostel, over the Old
Potchefstroom Road, is Doornkop military base, be-
tween Soweto and the westernmost white suburbs.
From the military base you can see most of Soweto.

Gcinibandla and | were having one of those con-
versations you never record in your memory when he
suddenly exclaimed: “Nxal When will these dogs
ever get off the people's backs?"

Looking, | saw a "Sadaf" cavalry trotting down
the road dividing the labour concentration camp and
old Diepkloof Zone Six on the same face of the valley
as the hostel. The cavalry was coming from the
Doornkop military base and crossing the valley to-
wards Zone Five at a leisurely pace.

In response to Geinibandla's comment | thought,
aloud: “They must have showed us all their might by
now. Dog squads, motorbike squads, armoured divi-

“Ya. Keeping the lid on the bubbling pot so that
the contents don't spill out,” | also remarked.

We watched the mounted soldiers with antagonis-
tic curiosity as they crossed the dying stream and
passed us 50 metres away, until they rode out of sight.

About ten to 15 minutes later, having forgotten
about the army, we were again distracted in our con-
versation by the heavy clatter of many horseshoes on
tarmac. A moment later, the cavalry re-appeared,
racing down the same road they had come, back to-
wards the military base. Some distance behind the
galloping horses we could hear the sound of many

As the horses were crossing the rocky bottom of
the stream, flying over it like showjumpers, one of the
soldiers went flying out of his saddle and landed with
a muddy splash in the reeds. His horse reared about
for a second and proceeded after the rest of the cav-
alry, who were oblivious of what had happened.

Rising painfully out of the murky stream, the poor
soldier took one glance at the laughing and cheering
crowd of children who had by then come into view
and seemed to be bearing down on him, and most
probably remembered all the gruesome accounts of
township children’s escapades which he had been
brainwashed with.

He took off, wailing, as if he was being chased by
bats out of hell, up the road at a sprint that would
have turned an olympic gold medalist green with envy.

“Broer, daai moegoe is in a real state of emer-
gency. Just look at him going!” quipped Gcinibandla
and we doubled up with tearful mirth at a soldier
running for his dear life from children who meant no
harm but were simply excited by a new dimension of
the State of Emergency which provided a free horse-
race in the boredom of the township.

| wonder how the poor fellow explained his
breath-taking performance to his mates.
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Ulibambe Lingashoni
Hold Up The Sune

he Democratic Party don't like it.

The National Party hate it so much

they want it pulled off SABC.

Amazing, isn't it, that after 45 years

of banning and censoring every-
thing from mass movements to T-shirts, the rul-
ing class still thinks it has the right to tell you
what to see and what to think...

It's not surprising, though, that there have been
attempts to block the SABC from showing this
five-part video history of the ANC.

Unlike most of what we've seen on TV, it's an ex-
cellent programme - well researched, profession-

NOW
AVAILABLE
ON VIDEO

Ulibambe Lingashoni
-Hold Up The Sun-

THE A.N.C. AND POPULAR POWER
IN THE MAKING
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ally made and fascinating viewing. It proves the
calibre of progressive South African filmmakers.

But in addition, it shows the sheer depth of the
ANC's struggle for freedom, justice and peace -
and demonstrates, time and again, how hard
the National Party worked to prevent this from
being achieved.

There are some classic moments in the five 52-

minute videos, too numerous to mention here.

But some of those to look out for include:

* Veteran Graham Morodi explaining that he
joined the ANC in 1945 after fighting fascists
in the Second World War. Returning white
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ex-combatants were given houses and loans,
he explains, while black soldiers were given
bicycles: “We knew then that we had to do
something to get this government out”.

e A sagely Nelson Mandela confessing to
“recklessness” in calling for armed action
after the demolition of Sophiatown in the
early 50s — and admitting he was “rapped on
the knuckles” by the ANC leadership.

« Wonderfully animated interviews with some
of the women who marched on the Union
Buildings in 1956.

« Veterans Papa Joe Mati and Joe Slovo ex-
plaining their experiments with explosives
soon after MK's formation.

« A boyish Thabo Mbeki leading a solidarity
march to the British prime minister’s resi-
dence in Downing Street, London.

In uncovering the ANC, Afravision’s filmmakers
have cast their net far and wide. They have, in
effect, created something much broader than a
history of the movement - it is a history of
South Africa itself.

It is the history of racism, of social engineering,
of oppression, tyranny and misery. A history
captured in tragic footage from Bulhoek,
Durban, Sharpeville, Soweto and Langa.

There are some poignant moments here: One
swallows hard at the first sight of Chris Hani,
confident and proud, explaining his early days
in MK. We still miss him. Equally moving are the
visuals of Oliver Tambo, Matthew Goniwe,
Steve Biko, Solomon Mahlangu, and so many
other South African patriots — famous and un-
known — who died for the cause.

But there is much to lift the soul ... much which
reflects our people's proud resistance to colo-
nialism and apartheid.

Ssome of it is captured in grainy black and white
footage from the early days of the Communist
Party, the Defiance Campaigns of the 50s, the
Congress of the People, the Pondoland
Rebellion, the first MK training camps and the

growth of Saso and the Black Consciousness
Movement.

In addition, there is more current footage: the
birth of Cosatu and the UDF, the Vaal uprising
in ‘84, the Defiance Campaigns of the mid-80s
and, ultimately, the unbanning of the ANC and
the release of Mandela.

Viewers are guided through this, in the main,
by interviews with key activists of the time (al-
most all of them men - but then so are most of
those in the production team!). There are inti-
mate conversations with the “old guard” of
Mandela, Walter Sisulu, Govan Mbeki and
Harry Gwala; a second generation of Chris Hani,
Jacob Zuma and Jeremy Cronin; the “class of
76" — Popo Molefe and Murphy Morobe; and
the younger generation — Neville Naidoo and
Peter Mokaba.

There is also narration by actor John Kani, but a
lot of this is hard to hear in the first four videos
because of background music and sound effects
which often drown out Kani's voice.

All in all, the overall impact of Ulibambe
Lingashoni is quite overwhelming. It's an excel-
lent piece of filmmaking, as close to a definitive
history of the ANC alliance as you will get.

This is partly because so much of the material
has been hidden from us for years by the very
broadcasting corporation that now (because of
the very struggles reflected in these videos) is
prepared to show us how we changed world
history. And it's worth remembering that in
most other countries, the sort of history shown
here would have been available to all its citizens
from the day they were born - not outlawed.

But the real reason for the series’ impact is the
richness of the struggle of our ordinary people.
Because it proves, as Mandela points out in the
closing minutes of the final episode, that “it is
not kings and generals who make history, but
the masses of ordinary people”. ®

cv
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MAYIBUYE Xworp No 28
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ACROSS

l. Preceded Oliver Tambo as
President of the African
National Congress.

5.  ANC nominee for
premeiership of the Natal
province.

7. ... Shilowa is General Secretary
of the Congress of South
African Trade Unions.

8. ... Nichaus is a spokesperson of
the African National Congress.

10. Azapo belongs to it.

11. To prepare land for crops.

13. Member of the Freedom
Alliance.

14. Famous German classical
MUSIC COMpPOSEr.

16. Father Trevor Huddleston is
President of the British ...

I8. Seaperson.

19. Trade Union Federation that
was part of the Congress
Alliance in the 50s.

20. Fertile spot in desern.

21. Introduced and administered
apartheid since |948.

i e |

Spoken in Russia.
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2,

12.

13.

14,
15.

17.

25 December 1993 was the “...
white Christmas.”

Preceded Thabo Mbeki as
Chairperson of the African
national Congress.

United Nations Observer
Mission to South Africa.
Threatening civil war if the
interim constitution is not
amended.

Founded by Bishop
Lekganyane.

An injury 1o one is an anjury
0 ..., is Cosatu’s battle-cry.
The ANC, Cosatu and the
SACP form the Tripartie ...
Recently caused a furore by
purchasing a R33m luxury jet.
Freedom Alliance member that
has announced participation in
the 27 April elections.
...~paper is used for voting.
Special voting ... for voting
will be issued to people who
fail to obatin IDs before 27
April

Ordinary people.

f/_

« WIN R100 AND
A MAYIBUYE
T-SHIRT

« TEST YOUR

KNOWLEDGE

ABOUT THE ANC
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The winnner of
MAYIBUYE Xworp No 26

is Nomasumi Fute
NY79 Room 22
Gugulethu

1750
CONGRATULATIONS!

RuLs
1. The first correct entry drawn wins.
. Only originals and hand-drawn facsimiles will be considered.

3 The judge's decision is final and no correspondence shall be
entered into.

4. MAYIBUYL, DIP and DPE staff members and their immediate
relatives may nol enter.

5. Send answers to: MAYIBUYE XworD No 28, Box 61584,
Marshalltown, 2107.

6. Closing date: 15 March 1993.

7. See answers and winner in MAYIBUYE, April 1994,
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Enter this exciting new competition!

(CD)

QUESTIONS

2.

.................................................. 15 the Deputy
Chmrpf:rqnn of the PWV Region of the ANC.

........................................................... 1S celebrated
as MK (Umkhonto we Sizwe) day in the ANC.

. In which forum are people given the opportuni-

ty to voice their opinions?

a. House to house campaign
b. People's Forums
¢. Tnpartite Alliance

. Thabo Mbeki is the ANC's head of the....

a. Department of Arts & Culture
b. Department of International Affairs
¢. Department of Information & Publicity

in a Compact Dise

ayer!

RUlES

. Only one entry per person.
. Send your entry to MAYIBUYE Win a CD

Competion, PO Box 61884,

Marshalltown, 2107.

Print your full name, address, phone number
(if any) and answers on a separate sheet of
paper.

Cut out from the cover the tnangle containing
the words “Win a CD Player” and send it with

your entry.

. Closing date 15 March 1994,
. The judge’s decision is final and no

correspondence shall be entered into.

. Employees of the ANC and their immediate

families may not enter.

. Winner to be announced in the April 1994

issue of MAYIBUYE,

Sponsored by Shereno Printers

Mayibuye February 1994

47



“1 HAVE PRAYED.
HAVE LAUGKED.
| HAVE SUNG.
AND | HAVE GRIED.

BUT UNTIL NOW | HAVE

For decades, women in this country have been treated like children. Seen and not heard.

Well, no more.
Women have much to offer this country. Not only in our homes, factories and businesses,

buit in government itself.




Which is why a powerful percentage of our representatives will be women. At

last women will have equal opportunities and equal rights. And they will see an end

to discrimination.

It’s time. Now is the time for women to be heard.




