


THE AFFORDABLE HOME CHALLENGE

As many small companies have realised, in their
attempts to bring foreign aid to the "victims of apartheid",
a country strangled by sanctions is difficult to work in.
One company which has succeeded is Creation
Development Production (CDP), a foreign owned
company backed by a large European company (Franco
Europeenne de Construction).

It has taken nearly 2 years for the investors to bring R3
million into SA, to develop the newly named "Green Village"
situated between Protea Glen and Dobsonville Gardens.
Fierce competition for the acquisition of land and hard
negotiation were encountered before the authorisation to
bring foreign investment to SA was finally given by the
Reserve Bank. Next came the problem of getting approval

Interested companies and persons to kindly contact Quinton at 339-1253 or 339-1190 for further information

from the authorities for the village design concepts.

Authorisation for the development of 1 600 houses:
business sites, creches, schools and churches was
granted, on which construction and sales of 300 unts ha
started. There is a market in The Green Village for thosé
wanting to uplift their quality of life in a new security"
orientated suburb.

The houses are built to various .design$
specifications and colours, flexible to all family eeds:
This, thus creates neat, safe and well designed vilages:
These units sell for about R55 000.00 upwards. Th¢
development is situated on the west side of Soweto, will
convenient and easy rail and road access !
Johannesburg.
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There is a crisis

here is no crisis; it's just a

problem. So said John Vorster

at the outbreak of the 1976

students’ uprising. What crisis,

said FW de Klerk as the recent

actions of students and teach-
ers gathered momentum.

Like the issue of Afrikaans which
sparked off the 1976 uprising, the de-
mands around exam fees, salary increas-
es, an end to retrenchments and a multi-
lateral education forum reflect general
dissatisfaction with the educational sys-
tem and the disquiet within black com-
munities about the political situation.
Yet to De Klerk, like Vorster 17 years
ago, there is no crisis.

Fortunately, the intervention of ANC
President Nelson Mandela has led to
agreements that should resolve the im-
mediate causes of the crisis. This is trib-
ute to the steadfastness of students and
teachers and unity among a wide range
of forces.

Why was the government so inept in
handling this issue, precipitating height-
ened conflict before conceding? Why, if
the funds were available - as it now ad-
mits they are - did it not scrap exam fees
and address the salary issue much earli-
er? Why, in this era of a “new NP”, a
“new SA” and “consultation”, did the
government resist the setting up of an
Education Forum?

Some analysts attribute this to divi-
sions within the NP establishment,

with “hawks” preferring a major up-
heaval which would destabilise the
whole peace process. Others see it as a
natural reflection of the awkward gait
of a government in decay. Either way,
the NP's behaviour has further ex-
posed its incapacity to govern and ag-
gravated its lack of credibility even
within its own constituency.

The democratic movement should cel-
ebrate this victory; this crisis of
apartheid; this demonstration of its own
readiness to govern.

But the questions posed earlier
demonstrate that there is another kind
of crisis: The NP as a collective has not
sufficiently grasped the intricacies of the
times in which we live. It is steeped in the
habit of bringing matters to a head be-
fore finally conceding an issue. It is not in
a position to assess all factors at play in a
given situation and take decisions that
would facilitate the peace process.

Even decisions that would, at the same
time, have the effect of serving the nar-
row interests of the party seem to elude
them. For, an earlier resolution of the ed-
ucation crisis, without them being seen to
bow to pressure, would have earned the
NP praises from some quarters.

What this means is that the NP is on a
path of self-destruction. It prefers to
jump into the dustbin of history.

Does it deserve any better, anyway?

What South Africans want is democ-
racy. Even if they have to fight every inch
of the way to achieve it. 4
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Re:':lerls‘

out

ABHORRENT
RACISM
Dear sir
1, as a senior citizen, am
absolutely staggered that
David Blood of Radio
702 is allowed night after
night to incite and en-
courage his absolute and
abhorrent racism to the
unfortunate listeners who
can never get their calls
put through. One finds
that most of those who do
get through are ex-
Rhodesians, ex-
Hungarians, etc.
Furthermore, he is a

proper quisling, and I
wonder why he is al-
lowed to carry on in this
way without any condem-
nation from Mr Stan
Katz, the station manag-
er. Does the ANC not do
anything about this? In
my opinion he is one of
the worst racists in the
country and even Mr
Terreblanche could take a
few tips from him.

DK, Dunkeld West, Jhb.

MODEL C
Dear sir
Thank you very much for
sending me the April edi-
tion of MAYIBUYE.
Your promptness was ap-
preciated and I enjoyed
reading it.

Black education has
always been close to my

heart and I hope the im-
balances will be sorted
out. However, I feel that
the burning of schools
must be stopped so that
the available money can
be used to build more
schools (growth) instead
of rebuilding (stagnation)
without moving forward.
My children attend a
Model C school which, I
notice on page 24, is not
acceptable to the ANC.
‘Whether all nationalities
should attend school to-
gether has never been an
issue with me as most of
my schooling was at a
convent. As far as Tam
aware, our school is not
aimed at retaining white
privilege but rather
screens applicants which,
T am sure you would
agree, is in the child’s best
interest. The child will not
benefit, for instance, from
acceptance into, say,
Standard Four if he can
only speak his/her own
language because he will
not be able to understand
nor cope. Should the
teacher slow down the rest
of the class will fall be-
hind, which will not bene-
fit anyone in the long run.
This is but one exam-
ple and it is not cited
from a prejudiced point
of view as that is not my
nature. You and I may or
may not have different
outlooks on a given topic
but I know we can work
together, colour-blind as
far as our skins are con-
cerned, building a better
future for our children.
Which will include a high
standard of education, en-
abling us to compete ef-

servation group does not
flourish.
LP, Riviera, Pretoria

DE KLERK'S
APOLOGY

Dear sir,

This is an open letter to
De Klerk in connection
with his myopic apology
for apartheid atrocities.
Mr president, I am hurt
because:

*  Apartheid deprived
me of my childhood;
It criminalised the
black youth and nation;
* It robbed me of de-
cent schooling, and,
because of inferior
education, it dented
my confidence which
has since been re-
gained in adulthood.
Apartheid nazism
compelled me to
harbour a lukewarm
attitude towards
white South
Africans who voted
NP, CP, DP, etc.
Tam really working hard
to try and change this atti-
tude to complete accep-
tance of my white com-
patriots. What initiative is
the president taking on
his part, except making
noise about reforms,
changing a flag and con-
tinue political grand-
standing for my vote?
Here are some sugges-
tions Mr President:

*  Since Tuynhuis is in
Cape Town, why don’t
you learn Xhosa?
Come and spend three
months with my fami-
ly in our match-box
house, communicat-
ing in our language;
Eat what we eat, see
that wk 1 think

.

fectively i
The short story “The
great white hunters” was
humorous and well writ-
ten. Needless to say,
hope that particular con-

of going to the loo at
night I always say:
“Oh my God, it’s
outside™;

¢ Take a walk around

Gugs, Crossroads ang
Khayelitsha and dis.
cover firsthand the
state of affairs in oyr
townships;
*  Visit our schools and
see for yourself; and
* Finally, give me rea-
sons why I should
forgive you.
Mr President, I am even
more hurt because of the
death of Chris Hani and
OR Tambo because both
these stalwarts were de-
prived of their livelihood.
Tam really hurt.
MF, NY 5, Gugulethu

THOSE 30 YEARS
Dear MAYIBUYE
I'am a great fan of
Mzwakhe Mbuli and
MAYIBUYE. What [
don’t want to miss is
“Those 30 years™ because
it is about life in prison.
Sometimes the stories
sound like jokes, like the
one in the November
1992 edition — “Driving
on Robben Istand.” I
liked it a lot.

PS, Mamelodi
SORRY
IMMIGRANT
Dear sir
I'mourn with you the un-
timely death of Chris
Hani. This is just to let
you know that, although I
abhor the violence and
bloodshed on all sides, [
understand the anger and
bitterness and I for one
am sorry for any part I
have played as an immi-
grant in upholding the
evil of apartheid for so
many years.

I will only get a vote
this time and will not
vote “Nat”. Although
woefully ignorant of pol-
itics Chris Hani, together
with Cyril Ramaphosa
and others, seemed to be
men who had something
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jmportant to say and qual-
{ties needed to lead in this
mleaguercd land.

Because of my faith I
continue to pray and ask
God for mercy on all in
this lovely land. In these
gifficult days and months
ghead many pray for

e in this country, but
also for those who play a
partin public life and
leadership.

RMM, Constantia

Dear sir

For years we have been
brainwashed by the media
and police reports into be-
lieving that the ANC and
its allies precipitate vio-
lence in this country. The
ceremonies of the past
week (Chris’ funeral) have,
without any doubt, brought
realisation to all South
Africans that they have al-
ways been lying to us. The
burial ceremony was the
best proof when the crimi-
nal police and their ram-
paging gangs tried to
spread their atrocious be-
haviour outside the stadi-
um into the stadium.

T would therefore like
to say: “Long live the
ANC and its allies.” I have
never seen so many people
sitting for two nights in
one place and not even an
inclination to unsavoury
deeds. Everyone was there
peacefully, which the
criminal forces tried hard
to disrupt and failed.

The country has never
accepted that black people
can conduct anything with
such professionalism and
excellence, and it has been
proven to all of us. I think
Twant to say so much but
words fail me. After all
English is not my lan-
8uage and the emotional
thought trend in me will
confuse things.

MSB, Hillbrow

Dear comrades

I'm worried about the
commander of MK, the
people’s army. I've never
heard him address a politi-
cal rally or news confer-
ence. 1 suggest that, as a
high-ranking official of
the ANC, he must be in-
volved in such things. The
masses are proud of him
(including the late Hani)
as a man who commanded
his soldiers to many suc-
cessful battles which
made South Africa un-

governable during those
dark days.

During the funeral of
Hani, Joe Modise was
scheduled to speak. To
our surprise he didn’t
utter even a single word.
Chris Hani got popular
because of his involve-
ment in MK. The over-
whelming majority of
South Africans got to
know and respect him be-
cause of MK. Not be-
cause he was the General
Secretary of the SACP.

JOE MIODISE - WHY LOW PROFILE?

He assumed that post
only two years ago.

But none of his com-
rades from MK, the peo-
ple he lived with for three

decades, spoke.

MM, ERMS. &
Write to: E
MAYIBUYE

PO Box 61884
Marshalltown
Johannesburg 2107
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Attacks on ANC lead-
ers increase

Arsonists destroyed a car
when they attacked the home
of Sydney Mufamadi on 20
May - a second attack in a
week. Mufamadi is member of
the National Working
Committee of the National
Executive Committee of the
ANC and Head of the ANC’s
Peace Desk. Three days earlier,
his house was damaged in a
petrol bomb attack.

Neither was this the first
time that his life was threat-
ened in recent times. Two
weeks earlier a bogus pager
message was sent out an-
nouncing that he had been
shot dead by an assassin. Also,
two years ago his brother dis-
appeared and, despite numer-
ous attempts to find out what
happened to him, no informa-
tion is forthcoming.

The ANC believes that a de-
liberate campaign is unfolding
against cadres and senior lead-
ers of the Tripartite Alliance. It
has urged the SAP to take ac-
tion to bring the perpetrators
of these crimes to book. “The
time is now for concerted ac-
tion to protect negotiations
and peace,” said the ANC.

Matric exam fees sus-
pended

The Department of Education
and Training suspended the
mandatory R4 fee for the
November 1993 matric exams.
This followed marathon talks
between State President FW de
Klerk and ANC President
Nelson Mandela.

The Minister of Education
and Training (DET), Sam de
Beer, said the decision affect-
ed all matric candidates, in-
cluding those in
Bophuthatswana, Ciskei and
Venda. Monies already paid
will be reimbursed.

Meanwhile, the Congress of
South African Students (Cosas)
welcomed the announcement
as a “tremendous victory” and
called on students to retum to
school. The organisation reiter-
ated its commitment to the

total scrapping of exam fees
and said it will resist any at-

tempts to re-introduce them
next year.

Cosas said other issues such
as uneven distribution of re-
sources would still be cam-
paigned for. The organisation
called on teachers to draw up
schedules to make up for time
lost during disruptions and ma-
triculants to begin preparations
for their final examinations.

Buthelezi unhappy
While everyone welcomed the
DET decision to scrap exam
fees, and right-wing organisa-
tions and unions called on the
government to scrap them in
white schools as well, KwaZulu
Chief Minister and IFP president
Mangosuthu Buthelezi is so far
the lone voice against the deci-
sion. Reasons? He sees it as a
bilateral agreement between
the ANC and the government.
In an interview, Buthelezi
said that bilateral agreements
such as these would stoke
more violence in KwaZulu. “My
department of education is the
largest in Southern Africa and
therefore | take strong excep-
tion that matters which affect
my department should be de-
cided by the ANC and the gov-
ernment without any consulta-
tion with us,” he moaned.

Teacher strike averted
A strike by thousands of mem-
bers of the SA Democratic
Teachers Union (Sadtu) has
been suspended following in-
tensive negotiations between
the union and the Department
of National Education and the
Department of Education and
Training.

A joint statement issued by
the two departments in
Pretoria said the strike had
been suspended following a
wide-ranging preliminary
agreement between the union
and the departments. In terms
of the agreement, the parties
would reopen negotiations on
teachers’ salaries within four
weeks of the pact; the depart-
ments undertook not to imple-

ment new rationalisation pro-
grammes and retrenchments
pending the issues being dealt
with by the envisaged Nationa|
Education Forum; and, to re-
view the merit award system as
well as specific awards in all ed-
ucation departments on the
written request of Sadtu.

The agreement also pro-
vides for:
The appointment of a
“fact-finder” between
Sadtu and the House of
Delegates within one week
of the agreement, whose
mission would be to investi-
gate the merit awards sys-
tem and probe allegations
in this regard;
The Minister of Education
and Training to meet educa-
tion authorities in the self-
governing states to deal
with Sadtu concerns about
freedom of association and
the right to organise;
The Minister of Education
and Training to liaise with
the Department of Foreign
Affairs with the view to re-
solving Sadtu’s concerns
about freedom of expres-
sion and the right to organ-
ise in the TBVC areas;
The Department of National
Education to provide techni-
cal assistance to the com-
mission appointed in the
Transkei to investigate the
issue of backpay for female
teachers as far as recog-
nised salary parity is con-
cerned;
Draft legislation to be tabled
in Parfiament as soon as pos-
sible to allow collective bar-
gaining rights for teachers;
The parties to meet not
later than Wednesday, 26
May, with the view to final-
ising the agreement and
setting time-frames for the
contentious issues; and,
The Department of
Education and Training to
postpone its application for
an interdict against Sadtu
pending the final outcome
of the matters agreed to.
Cosatu hailed the agreement
as an historic victory not only
for teachers but for the entire
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community struggling for a de-
cent education for their chil-
dren. It called on the govern-
ment to urgently address the
grievances of other public sec-
tor workers

National Education
Forum

A facilitating group for the es-
tablishment of a National
Education and Training Forum
met on 21 May to “take for-
ward as a matter of urgency”
the creation of the forum. This
was one of the agreements
from the marathon discussions
between the ANC and the
government on education. The
forum should be set up by the
end of June.

A statement issued by the
facilitating group, consisting of
government representatives,
the National Education
Conference, the business sec-
tor, the teaching profession
and others, said it was prepar-
ing a working document to-
wards this end, “based on the
principles of inclusiveness and
full involvement of national
stakeholders.”

By the time of going to
press, the group was to meet
in two weeks to finalise its
proposals.

Mandela-Buthelezi
meeting?

Nelson Mandela has an-
nounced his readiness to meet
Chief Mangosuthu Buthelezi
“with an aim to address all as-
pects contributing to the cur-
rent violence.” This was in re-
sponse to a call by the Zulu
King Goodwill Zwelithini for a
Speedy end to the violence
that has claimed the lives of
thousands.

“We are convinced that
through this initiative and the
Cooperation of all concerned
We can move closer to finding
alasting solution to our coun-
y's problems

“This initiative by His
Majesty is indeed a positive
Step and must be supported

all who value peace,”
Mandela said.

Licence to kill
The “Butcher of
Bisho”, Ciskei’s dicta-
tor Oupa Gqozo
granted uncondition-
al indemnity against
criminal prosecution
to 69 soldiers who
were involved in the
Bisho massacre last
September. This is a
complete disregard
for the process of jus-
tice and a licence to
kill with impunity for
the likes of Ggozo.

The ANC has ex-
pressed shock and
dismay, saying
Gqozo acted speedily
because he knew he
would also end up
facing criminal
charges as well.

“The ANC re-
serves the right to
charge and prose-
cute those involved
in the Bisho massacre
when the right time
comes. We regard
the indemnity as
fraudulent,” said the
ANC. It also called
for the speedy rein-
corporation of Ciskei
and other home-
lands.

Hani’s killer s
in court

Chnis Hani's alleged
assassin, Janus
Waluz, and co-con-
spirators Clive Derby-
Lewis and his wife
Gaye, appeared in
the Boksburg
Magistrate’s Court
on 21 May. They
were told what
charges they would
be facing and not
asked to plead. The
three are due to ap-
pear in the Rand
Supreme Court on
23 June on charges
of murder, conspira-
¢y to murder and un-
lawful possession of
a firearm and ammu-
nition. ¢

Nelson Mandela receiving the Gleitsman
Foundation’s International Activist Award
on 12 May in Johannesburg. The award
was presented to Mandela for his
“extraordinary commitment towards
abolishing apartheid in his native land".

The Gleitsman Foundation is an American
non-profit making organisation promoting
social activism. It was first established to
honour American citizens “who have risen
to challenge and correct injustice in their
communities.” Amongst its board of
directors are former UN Secretary General
Perez de Cuellar, Nobel Peace Prize winners
Adolfo Esquivel and Archbishop Desmond
Tutu and Chinese Physicist Fang Lizhi.

The late ANC stalwart, Helen Joseph, also
received the award posthumously.
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Extreme
right
wing

What threat to
the transition?

hey were heard mak-

ing threats and bomb-

ing taxi ranks in 1990.

They were on your

television screen and

newspaper front-pages

during last year’s all-white

Potchefstroom by-¢lection. They are

back, threatening fire

and  brimstone  if

democracy dares to rear

its head in South Africa.

They are the ex-

treme  right-wingers.

And they come in all

shapes and  sizes.

Lately, in all skin
shades too.

Remember? Some of

the most vocal and active

in 1990 later turned out

to be agents of De Klerk’s govern-
ment. The victor in the Potchefstroom
white by-election soon thereafter
broke away from the Conservative
Party (CP) to form the slightly-less-
racist Afrikaner Volksunie (AVU).
Now they are back. Reinforced by
retired generals dusting their uni-

forms; black servants of apartheid
who fear for their future; farmers who
blame the drought on a future ANC
government; civil servants who, like
Oliver Twist, want some more graft;
and white workers who fail to scc the
real cause of their woes.

Certainly a more ominous com-
bination. But the euphoria
in government-suppor(ing
media is familiar,

COMPROMISES
Is this hype a creation of
the state? Is it yet another
trick by the powers-thal-be
to intimidate and exiract
compromises from the
ANC and its allies?

An element of siate
manipulation cannot be

-
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A significant portion of the rank-
and-file in the army and police sup-
port the CP, the AVU and even the
Afrikaans Weerstandbeweging
(AWB). The state is fairly well-in-
formed of their plans; and elements
within it direct some of their actions.

This is worsened by the divi-
sions in both the political and securi-
ty establishments of De Klerk’s gov-
ernment. Some NP leaders and gen-
erals are more steeped in the strate-
gy of Low Intensity Conflict (LIC)
and prefer a closer alliance with ele-
ments of the right wing, particularly
the Inkatha Freedom Party.

The campaign to eliminate
cadres of the ANC, to cause havoc
in black townships and fuel the con-
flict in Natal, forms part of the LIC
strategy. And it is quite instructive
that De Klerk publicly regretted last
year's Goldstone raid on Military

uled out. Clearly, the extreme right-
1 wing groups are under state scrutiny.
‘They do come in handy when the
De Klerk government cannot on its
~ own achieve its objectives. A num-
~ ber of them are, in fact, in the em-
ploy of the state.

. DIRECT CREATION

DEMOCRATIC
MOVEMENT
But it would be naive to see the The approach adopted by the
i d i should,

’s Di of Covert
Collection and has concealed infor-
mation on the activities of those he
dismissed. At the same time, the
bantustan administrators are heavily
dependent on central govern-
ment for their survival.

- resurgent righ asa
~ direct creation of the state. The ob-
~ jective situation in which the coun-
try finds itself has created the plat-
form for right-wing mobilisation,
Negotiations have reached the
* decisive phase in which the issue of
.~ power relations has to be faced
' squarely. Many whites fear losing
. the privileges accrued under
. apartheid. At the same time, many

therefore, not miss a crucial
factor: pressure needs to be ex-
erted on the government to en-
sure that it acts with resolution.
De Klerk should not be al-
lowed to pretend that he is a
helpless captive of the situa-
tion.

But, because these forces
are political actors in their own

- are simply victims of di
.~ about the transition. The right-wing
* movement feeds on these fears and
~ ignorance.
~ In terms of numbers, this move-
| ment is, to all intents and purposes,
| insignificant. But it is a serious
| threat to the transition because of its

Viewed against the backdrop of
. the relationship of some of these
forces to state structures and strate-
. gies, the magnitude of this danger
. multiplies.

right, the d move-
ment cannot rely simply on en-
gaging the NP to stem the tide
of right-wing reaction.

What does this mean in ac-
tual practice?

The right-wingers’ fear of
change is equalled only by their
arrogant confidence that they
can hold the country to ransom.
In their moments of ecstasy,
they tend to forget that they
rely, in many respects, on those
they despise with a venom.

‘This they need to be reminded of
over and over again. Mass action,
such as consumer boycotts, is cru-
cial to drive this point home.

MAJOR PLAYER

But a dangerous pitfall must be
avoided: one trait the right-wingers
all share is to bask in the glory of
publicity; to be elevated to the status
of a major player. Targeting them
simply because they hold wrong
views would be erroneous. In many
areas they are responsible for the
suppression of free political activity.
Mass action must therefore address
central issues such as the right of as-
sembly, association and free speech.
Their conspiracies to use violence
must be nibbed in the bud.

BIBLICAL TRUTHS

The democratic movement should
also be sensitive to the fact that ig-
norance abounds in right-wing cir-
cles. Many are oblivious of the
havoc that would engulf the country

= continued on page 11
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Negotiations:

he Negotiating Council had
received  reports  from
Technical Committees. Issues
that need attention are:
how the playing field will be lev-
elled in the run-up to elections;
constitution-making body;
what principles will underpin the
future constitution; and
who would draft such a constitu-
tion.
The optimism arose not because
all the areas had been dealt with.
Rather, some of the more problem-
atic areas were adequately probed.
Firstly, on the issue of self-deter-
mination, it was made clear that this
concept pertained, above all, to indi-
vidual rights and the right of collec-
tives such as trade unions, people
who hold the same religious beliefs
or speak the same language, to pur-
sue their common interests.

BILL OF RIGHTS

Instruments such as a Bill of Rights
and organisations which would, in
conjunction with government, pro-
tect such interests, are crucial. An
approach to self-determination

Room for
optimism?

based on racial considerations and
which puts groups above individuals
was seen as unacceptable.

The CP remains sceptical. Other
right-wingers have their own read-
ing of the arguments and decisions.
But it is agreed that the issue can
only be dealt with in the context of
other constitutional questions.

APPROPRIATE POWERS
Secondly, on the issue of regions, it
was agreed that all parties prefer a
society in which there would be re;
gional and local government with
appropriate powers. Exactly what
these powers can be, has been re-
ferred to the Technical Committee
to make proposals. Further, a com-
mission is to be set up to recom-
mend regional boundaries.

Does this subtract from the
sovereignty of the Constituent Ass-
embly (CA) as perceived by the ANC?

No, say the organisation’s repre-
sentatives in negotiations. The ANC
argues for regional and national
lists, meaning that electoral bound-
aries would have to be resolved at
this stage. For purposes of the fu-

ture constitution, such boundaries
would simply be recommended o
the CA.

Further, in its Strategic Perspec-
tives document the ANC raises t/e
possibility of reaching bilateral or
multilateral understanding with
other parties on regional powers. I's
approach to the report of the
Technical Committee on this issue
would be that whatever emerges s
for purposes of a common approac'i
in the CA. It would not be binding
on the CA,

However, the line between full
CA sovereignty and pre-determinec!
detail is becoming quite thin.

MAJOR DISAGREEMENTS
Are the areas of dispute now. behin
us? Not necessarily. Agreement o
pre-election structures does not re
solve the question of who drafts th
new constitution. Inkatha and its allie
insist that elections should take plact
only after a federal or “volkstate
type” constitution has been drafted
Besides, when the-detail on regionz
powers and functions is debated
major disagreements are expected.
So, the multi-party forum has taken &
major step forward. A date for elections
was to be announced in a matter of days.
But there are definitely some, like
the CP, who will want to take two
steps backwards. The task is to ensure
that they do so alone, without major
disruptions to the long march. ®
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properly reflected. The ANC and its al-
lies, on the other hand, need to rectify
the weakness of not reaching out to
these forces. For instance, the implica-
tions of the decision taken months ago
about a transition that ensures recon-
struction and reconciliation have not
been properly communicated. The
Strategic Perspectives document has
gathered dust outside the negotiating
chambers. It has not been pro-actively
used to help calm the fears on the right.

SHEER IGNORANCE
This is not to say that the trammon

most positive and most significant
development in the recent period is
the unity of a wide variety of forces
for a speedy. resolution of the coun-
try’s problems. These are black
workers, the unemployed, the rural
masses, youth, women, religious
leaders, professionals and elements
of big business.

CONCRETE RESULTS

These forces want decisive move-
ment forward. They command large
numbers and their positions enjoy
moral aulhonly They do not only

will not impact
on most beneficiaries of dpdl'lhmd
Neither does it imply that they will
all shed their racist sentiments. But

carry the , but also have

the capacity, to ensure that the pro-

cess produces concrete results.
Whuhcr there will be progress in

their leaders’ ion of sheer ig-
norance must be undermined.

In addition, what gives a greater
sense of y to the extreme

on. Many genuinely fear that a
mocratic government would do
to them what apartheid did to the
gjority of the people. Distortion of
IC policies on land and agricul-
fure, language and cultural rights, the
gconomy and so on are accepted as
biblical truths,
Changes need to be introduced in
management of news and current
in the SABC to ensure that the
ole truth about the transition and
at  various
isations
d for is

| 'ayibuye June 1993

right-wingers’ cause is the backing
that they enjoy from black elements.
Given the racism in the white sec-
tions of this coalition, there is no
doubt that the shared interests do not
run very deep.

The extreme_right is indeed a
danger to the tran-
sition. But it
should not be
exaggerated.

In fact the

or a major

depends on the readiness of lhese
forces to render ineffective the
schemes of the right wing leaders
and ensure that the government
crosses the democratic threshold. If
the central issues are not resolved,
actions that have a definite impact
should be undertaken.

As MAYIBUYE went to press,
there was widespread optimism from
the World Trade Centre that the
feared deadlock might not happen.

But even if the present hurdle is
overcome, the extreme right wing is
sure to try yet another come-back,
well into the transi-
. tion. That is if its
shaky platform is
not exposed and

undermined. ¢
|
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“Roll mass action roll”, urge sp
meetings and the people chee
content of this rolling mass ad

he Alliance, when
analysing the situation
in the aftermath of the
assassination of Chris
Hani, at an Alliance
Summit at the end of
April, argued that the situation pro-
vides us with the opportunity of re-
alising the demands we have been
making over the last period:
« more effectively
« more rapidly
 in greater depth and, above all,
+  with greater mass involvement.
To take up this challenge we need to
develop a broader approach to mass
action. Mass action is not only
protest actions. It is all those actions
which are taken up by the masses of
the people to decisively shift the bal-
ance of forces in our favour and

begin to achieve the transfer of
power to the people.

POLITICAL DEMANDS

Our demands for an interim govern-

ment and a Constituent Assembly

have not yet been met. Today, these

demands have become translated

more specifically into the urgent call

for:

*  Anelection date

+ The installation of the
Transitional Executive Council
and joint control of the security
forces.

« Agreements on all other ele-
ments of the transition by June.

If these demands are not met, we

will have no option but to signifi-

cantly review our negotiations strat-

egy and consider unprecedented ac-

examines campaign issues

tion against the regime. The
Alliance has put up for discussion
proposals for industrial action and a
tax boycott ~ extending the idea of
the PAYE campaign to all taxes.

Meanwhile, to ensure that our
deadline is met, a number of regions
have executed a number of actions
including ongoing boycotts, 24-hour
occupation of cities, marches, ctc.
The education struggle is seen as
part of the broader effort to trans-
form society.

PREPARING FOR
ELECTIONS

There is no better way of channeling
‘mass mobilisation than into building
strong organisation to prepare for a
decisive ANC victory in the forth-
coming elections.
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Myt rallies and
“shat should be the
B orrespondent

There is no doubt that

as well as for improving the quality
of life of the people.

FREE POLITICAL
ACTIVITY

The Alliance has long committed it-
self to a campaign for free political
activity focusing on Bop, KwaZulu,
Ciskei as well as small towns domi-
nated by the right wing and hostels.

With the students
and lecturers at the
University of
Bophuthatswana
taking the lead in
brave action against
Mangope’s regime,
it is urgent that
other sectors of the
democratic move-
ment join.

The ANC
Youth League is
spearheading  a
campaign of ac-
tivities in every
town and village
of KwaZulu.

ASINAMALI
CAMPAIGN
Secondly, every
day the problems
of unemployment,
education and lack
of housing stare our
people in the face.
The ANC, together
with other i

of people said after Chris Hani’s as-
sassination: “Let me also now play a
role to get rid of this government.”

We should bring them into our
“rolling mass action” by going door-
to-door to meet the masses of our
people. By now all ANC branches
should have set up election struc-
tures. They also should be develop-
ing an understanding of their com-
Mmunities, embarking on a door-to-
door campaign to ensure that all po-
tential voters have ID books and
know how to vote and vote for a
better quality of life.

But election campaigning is not
just telling people to vote ANC.
There are at least another two relat-
ed campaigns which are crucial for
the success of the election campaign

in our communities,
needs to take up these
issues. They need to
take up the education
crisis campaign urgent-
ly. After all it is our
members and potential
members who often
have to pay the R48,00
examination fee and not
the school pupils.

Presently the nation-
al and regional forums
on socio-economic is-
sues are negotiating
many issues which can
only be implemented
atalocal level.

For example, the
National Local

Government Negotiating Forum has
agreed that new inclusive structures
must be set up at a local level to deal
primarily with the urgent provision
of services such as garbage collec-
tion, water, electricity etc. We need
to be actively involved in setting
them up so that we can ensure ser-
vice delivery to our communities.

‘When pensions are equalised in
September, the NP is preparing to
¢laim it as its victory. We need to go
out to our people and claim it as
ours, which it rightfully is.

Mass action must roll to end
apartheid rule and begin to create a
society in which all will live in secu-
rity and comfort,
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Police and marches:

Light at the end
of the tunnel?

Most of the marches following Chris Hani's

PORT ELIZABETH
UNDERMINING

PROVOCATEURS

The marches took place against the
background of good understanding
and co-operation between the SAP
and the Tripartite Alliance, dating
back from the beginning of national
mass action last year.

On the day of the march, 14
April, there were three points from
which the marches were going to
start. In New Brighton, 50 000 peo-
ple from the African townships were
gathered near Centenary Hall by
9.00 am. In the Northern Areas
about 20 000 marchers had assem-
bled by this time. In Walmer there
were about 5 000. All these
marchers were going to converge at
the centre of the city, at Market
Square, now renamed Matthew
Goniwe Square.

At about 10.00 am there was al-
ready a problem with a group of
about 500 youths near Centenary
Hall which wanted people to start
‘marching before the scheduled time.
Some of them carried petrol bombs
and an assortment of weapons. The
leadership struggled to bring this
group under control but did not suc-
ceed. The group started jogging to-
wards town, thus causing everybody
to follow.

Meanwhile, our monitors had
‘met the police an hour earlier at the
ANC office to discuss issues which
might hinder ‘the success of the
march. Among these were the fol-

assassination were peacefully conducted. In
Durban, Johannesburg and Port Elizabeth

there were agreements with the police, and
potentially disastrous situations were
averted. MAYIBUYE correspondents in
these cities assess the experiences.

lowing:

A group of whites who were
roaming the city armed, with
some posted at strategic points
into town. An agreement was
reached between our monitors
and the police and soldiers that
nobody but the police and sol-
diers in uniform would be al-
lowed to stand or walk along the

routes that the marches were
going to take.

The second agreement was that
the police and soldiers were
going to take their positions in
such a way that they were not
going to be seen to be confronta-
tional and provocative.

An assurance was given by the
SAP that no order would be
given to the police and soldiers
to shoot.

When the march from New
Brighton entered town, the leader-
ship had long lost control of the
breakaway group which, by then,
had been joined by 300 others. This
group hoisted the PAC flag. But
even PAC leaders could not control
these elements. Meanwhile police
kept on contacting our monitors t0
inform them about developments
around the marches. They reported
that the breakaway group had started
breaking shop windows and were
going on the rampage. However, the
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Photos: Police response to mass action has usually been hostile

and violent. Is a change of attitude possible?

police promised not to shoot as this
would bring incalculable damage.
The Tripartite Alliance asked the
police to give them time to persuade
everybody to return to the town-
ship’s stadium, Dan Qeqe. This, the
leadership did with great success.

In this region there were more
than 20 marches which passed with-
out serious incident.

DURBAN
JOINT ACTION

PREVENTS
DISASTER

On 14 April, about 100 000 people
marched through the main streets of
Durban to the EXPO centre for a
memorial service for Chris Hani.
The beginning of the march was
marked by an element of defiance
by an unruly group which set off in
advance of the march. It committed
most of the criminal acts during this
event, although, on the whole, the
Alliance personnel responsible for
crowd control and security kept it in
check for most of the time.

The size of the march and the
temperament of the participants pre-
cipitated the obvious need for joint
control with the police over the safety
and security of the event. The securi-
ty forces accepted this in view of the
highly volatile situation. This was

handled in a cordial atmosphere of
co-operation between the two groups.

Two security meetings were held
before the march. The issues discussed
covered routes to be used; transporta-
tion of participants to and from the
event; security for the venue before
and during the service; and emergency
first aid. The security forces recognised
that they did not have to provoke or
agitate the situation.

While there were incidents of
crime, such as damage to property
and harassment of bystanders, these
were few. Most notable is that, even
when they did occur, the security
forces acted with restraint and co-
operation with the Alliance security
personnel and leadership. The march
and memorial service in Durban
demonstrated that it is not only pos-
sible, but desirable that there should
be joint control

JOHANNESBURG
CONTRASTS IN

POLICE BEHAVIOUR

April 14 would have seen peaceful
marches in Johannesburg if the po-
lice at Protea Police Station had not
fired on the crowd that had actually
come to deliver a memorandum re-
questing police restraint during the
planned marches leading up to Chris
Hani’s funeral.

But Saturday 17 April was dif-
ferent. After the government had
announced that it intended to de-
clare 19 districts around the
Johannesburg region as unrest
areas, the Alliance made plain its
rejection and intention not to ob-
serve that declaration.

The regional and national leader-
ship of the ANC that was involved
in funeral preparations entered into
an agreement with the security
forces. The agreement bound the po-
lice to act with restraint and the
Alliance to assist the police by en-
suring that the tens of thousands of
marchers would act in a disciplined
way. This agreement was significant
in that it prevented the 19 areas
being declared unrest areas and the
disaster that would have followed.

During the march there were tiny
groups of people, mostly youths,
who were clearly not prepared to be
controlled by the 1 500 marshals that
had been posted along the march
routes in downtown Johannesburg.
The situation was volatile but passed
without serious incidents.

When, at some point, some ele-
ments broke windows and started
looting shops, the marshals appre-
hended them and handed them to the
police. The level of co-operation
was also characterised by constant
consultations between the ANC
marshals and the police.
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MAYIBUYE: What is the sigi
cance of the Gandhi anniver-
sary?

AK: The significance lies in the
formation, a year after his ar-
rival, of the Natal Indian
Congress and later the Transvaal
Indian Congress. Both organisa-
tions later became allies of the
ANC.

He also introduced a method
of struggle in this country.
Already in 1906 when they tried
to introduce a form of pass laws
for the Indians in the Transvaal,
Gandhi led a campaign which
entailed a mass burning of those
permits.

Then in 1913 he led a strike
of the Indian workers on the coal
mines in Newcastle. They were
demanding improvement of their
working conditions. The same
year, together with other volun-
teers, he led a march across the
Natal border into Transvaal,
which was illegal. Until fairly re-
cently it has been illegal for
Indians to cross from one
province to another without a
special permit. They marched in
their hundreds and several were
arrested and sent back to Natal.

MAYIBUYE: Did this spirit sur-
vive his departure?

AK: After his departure in 1914,
the militancy that he had intro-
duced gradually faded and the
Indian Congresses both in Natal
and Transvaal reverted to a poli-
cy of resolutions, meetings, dep-
utations and petitions.

This was so until a group
grew up within the Congress
with the return to South Africa
from abroad of Dr Dadoo. He
started a move to more militant
forms of struggle and concentra-
tion on non-European unity. In
this he got the fullest backing of
Gandhi, with whom he was in
contact.

_Gandhi -

a legend
remembered

In 1946, the Indian
Congresses called upon the peo-
ple to defy the Asiatic Land
Tenure Act. They also called
upon India to introduce trade
and diplomatic sanctions against
South Africa and raise the matter
with the United Nations. The

ign was so that

May 23 marks the
centenary of
Mahatma Gandhi’s
arrival in South Africa.
MAYIBUYE spoke to
Ahmed Kathrada, a
member of the Nec of
the ANC on its
significance, and the
situation within
Indian communities.

MAYIBUYE: What activities are
planned to malk the anniversary?

AK: The ANC s not directly plan-
ning anything independently. The
Gandhi Memorial Committees ~
in the Transvaal and Natal — have
ANC people serving on them.

the law became ineffective. India
was the very first country in the
world to impose trade and diplo-
matic sanctions against South
Africa.

Our struggle was internation-
alised as a result of the decision
to have the matter raised at the
United Nations by India. The
solidarity which existed between
the All-India Congress in India
and our Congresses here was a
result of Gandhi’s influence.

Later on came the 1952
Defiance Campaign which was
Jjointly conducted by the Indian
Congresses and the ANC.

Meetings will be held, ad-
dressed by Mandela, Sisulu and
others. A Gandhi march is also
planned.

On June 6 Mandela will be
the keynote speaker at the un-
veiling of the Gandhi statue in
Pietermaritzburg.

There are many more activi-
ties planned and ANC members
are participating in all of them.

MAYIBUYE: Is the centenary
simply an issue for the Indian
community?

AK: No. Gandhi’s influence has
extended beyond the South
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Mahatma Gandhi (left) and Dr Yusuf Dadoo.

African Indian community or
India for that matter. His influ-
ence spread throughout the
world. Dr Martin Luther King in
America directly acknowledged
the influence of Gandhi. Kaunda
still acknowledges the influence
of Gandhi. ANC leaders have
publicly acknowledged how
they were influenced by
Gandhi’s methods of struggle.

MAYIBUYE: The philosophy
behind his struggle was satya-
graha . Did it mean passive re-
sistance at all costs?

AK: Simply stated it means the
force of love — that you can win
over your enemy by love. But
he went further, of course. He
did not say that we must just
pray for change. He believed
that, in addition to this approach
of winning over your enemy by
love, you must also resist in-

equality and injustice by non-vi-
olent means.

MAYIBUYE: According to opin-
ion polls, not more than 20
percent of the Indian commu-
nity are going to vote for the
ANC. Do you think this is accu-
rate?

AK: T don’t believe that at all. I
don’t know what samples they
have used. From my personal
and experiences of comrades
who have been doing mass work
in Indian areas, there’s tremen-
dous sympathy for the ANC. T
am convinced that the majority
of Indian people are going to
vote for the ANC.

The claims about support for
the National Party are not based
on facts. There was, for instance,
a gathering recently organised
by the ANC Lenasia and
Laudium branches at the

Sandton Hotel for fundraising
where people paid R1 000,00 a
ticket. They came there openly
and identified themselves with
the ANC. De Klerk and the
Nationalists have also been hav-
ing small gatherings behind
closed doors where people are
ashamed to identify with them.

MAYIBUYE: So there are no
problems at all?

AK: There are problems and
concerns that we are facing.

There’s still a perception that
the ANC is an African organisa-
tion. That perception exists
among many people.

So we have to show the peo-
ple that the ANC is the only
truly non-racial organisation in
this country.

‘When you go to Indian com-
munities today their concerns do
not necessarily coincide with the
concerns of the people of
Soweto. When the people of
Soweto have problems with
electricity, rubbish removal,
squatters etc, you don’t have
those problems among the
Indian communities.

Their number one concern is
violence, crime and security for
their future. They are concerned
about the ANC’s economic poli-
cy, about what happened to
Indians in Uganda and Kenya,
wondering if that won’t happen
under a majority government.

MAYIBUYE: Do some of our ac-

tions influence these percep-
tions?

AK:There’s a consumer boycott
at the moment in Krugersdorp
where the demand by the ANC-
led alliance is that the City
Council must resign and call for
non-racial elections. The factual
position is that this City Council
is controlled by the Conservative
Party. The Indians have got no
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Mandela pays tribute at

Gandhi’s tombstone in India, 1990.

vote but the Alliance is boy-
cotting shopkeepers where the
main ones affected are Indian.
They are asking us now: How do
we use our influence on the City
Council which we have not
elected?

Leon Wessels, NP MP for
Krugersdorp, has now chal-
lenged the ANC publicly to de-
bate the boycott. He is giving the
impression that he and the NP
are defending Indians against the
ANC. So we must take account
of this mass action that we have
called for. How far is it helping
our cause? How is it affecting
our allies, our potential allies and
our potential voters?

‘With the undifferentiated ap-
proach that we have been having
so far, we have not sufficiently
reached out to the other commu-
nities and addressed their con-
cerns, anxieties and fears. In
meetings I've found that once
we put forward the ANC policy,
they accept it and they are going
to vote for us.

The NP has got a very bad
record and the people are not
going to forget it in a hurry.
Besides, the Indian Congresses

have got a tradition of struggle
and they won’t just abandon it
suddenly and vote for the NP.

MAYIBUYE: Doesn’t the ANC
come across as a violent organ-
isation because of its armed
struggle?

AK: There is that perception.
The enemy took advantage of us
when we were still illegal. Even
now the media keeps on portray-
ing the ANC as a violent organi-
sation. We have to reach out to
the people and tell them that the
main victims in many cases of
violence are ANC people. The
ANC benefits least from vio-
lence. We are committed to a ne-
gotiated political settlement.

MAYIBUYE: Research also indi-
cates an increase in the stan-
dard of living of Indians in the
past decade. Does this apply to
all the sectors - the workers,
middle classes, etc?

AK: The bulk of Indian commu-
nities still live in Natal. In the
Transvaal the Indian community
has always been essentially a

community of small retailers. It
still remains that, although there’s
also a growing working class.

It is true from my own
knowledge and observations that
there’s been an improvement in
the standard of living of Indians.
But the vast majority of Indians
still remain a working class
community.

MAYIBUYE: What will an ANC
government offer them?

AK: The ANC is committed 1o
and is the only organisation with
a proud record of non-racialism.
It has a proud record of struggle
for all the deprived and dispos-
sessed people, regardless of race.
And in its policy for the future
the ANC proposes, most impor-
tantly, a Bill of Rights which of-
fers the best security to all the
people.

Freedom of religion, freedom
of assembly, and all the basic de-
mands that our people are Wor
ried about — language, culture:
etc — are all guaranteed in o
Bill of Rights. We also believe
that ANC policies offer the best
hope for all the people. ¢
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Preparing the

electorate

atla  Trust

was founded

as an educa-

tional ~ and

charitable

trust in April
1991 on the initiative of Nelson
Mandela, who realised that the wide
range of socio-economic problems
that our country faces requires the
attention of an organisation that
served all the people of the country,
not just the members of the ANC.

The Trust is overseen by a board
of 14 prominent South Africans se-
lected for their commitment to the
struggle against apartheid and their
involvement in community develop-
ment programmes. The day to day
running of the Trust is in the hands
of Billy Modise, a former Assistant
Director at the United Nations
Institute for Namibia in Lusaka.
Matla Trust’s main activity is the

Community and Citizen Education
Programme (CCEP), whose central
objective is to promote the develop-
ment of a democratic society
through educational programmes
aimed at teaching people about
democratic principles, institutions
and practices.

SYLLABUS

The CCEP syllabus covers topics
like democracy, constitutions, nego-
tiations, political tolerance and elec-
toral systems. Its immediate priority
is voter education — preparing South
Aftica’s people for their first demo-
cratic elections.

The task of preparing over 20
Million people who have never voted
before for elections is immense.

From June to August 1992 Matla
Trust ran a series of eight regional
Workshops around the country. A
total of 320 trainers from 52 organi-

As the hope for free and fair elections

becomes a distinct possibility, the need for

a prepared electorate becomes urgent.

Matla Trust, one of the main

organisations involved in

preparing voters, writes about its work.

sations were trained in elections man-
agement and voter education.
Participating organisations included
all the black political organisations,
the churches, trade unions, civics, ed-
ucational and literacy i

gional elections of the Northern Free
State Civic Organisation.

MEDIA
A large part of Matla’s democracy
ducati involves the

women and youth organisations.

The people trained in these
workshops were able to go back into
their own organisations to provide
training to their members.

Matla Trust has employed 30 of
the people trained in these work-
shops full time to staff its eight re-
gional centres established through-
out the country - in PWV, Natal,
Free State, Western Cape, Eastern
Cape, Western Transvaal and
Eastern Transvaal. These centres run
voter education workshops for non-
governmental organisations, politi-
cal parties, the churches, trade
unions, women’s organisations and
many others.

As a spin-off to Matla’s elec-
tions training, a number of organisa-
tions have asked the Trust to con-
duct their internal elections. This has
been done for a number of bodies,
including the ANC’s Southern Free
State region as well as for the re-

use of a wide range of media. Matla
Trust has a Communications
Department which deals with the
content and management of all voter
education materials, including the-
atre, print media, radio, videos, etc.
In September 1992, the Trust
faunched a pilot voter education the-
atre project. Peter Ngwenya, Doreen
Mazibuko and Willie Tshaka of
Ukukhanya Theatre Project were
commissioned to write and produce
a play on elections and voting. This
resulted in an hour-long play called
“Moments” which has to date given
over 60 performances at community
halls, factories, schools, church halls
and other venues in the Transvaal.
The play deals with political tol-
erance, the importance of the elec-
tions and the mechanics of voting.
In the closing scene of the play the
audience is taken step-by-step
through the voting process within
the polling station. The play makes
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effective use of music, dance and
humour to impart its message.
Matla Trust has also been in-
volved in a regular series of
Democracy Pages in a range of publi-
cations, including South newspaper in
Cape Town, Learn and Teach and
Speak magazine which targets
women. In May a monthly feature in

ANC election management workshop, Joha

the Weekly Mail’s education supple-
ment directed at schools began. Matia
is arranging similar pages in other
publications throughout the country.

A range of other print media is in
preparation. These include a comic
book, booklets on various aspects of
democracy and voting, newspaper
inserts, posters and stickers.

Do you know How to Vote?
Listen to

Tim Modise

To get your questions answered
Phone: 714 8063 between 8 and 9pm Mon

nnesburg, February 1993.

RADIO AND TV

‘The Trust is also working, together
with the Independent Forum for
Electoral Education (IFEE), which
groups a wide range of organisations
involved in voter education, on a range
of radio and television programmes.

In May a regular programme
called Voteline began on Radio Metro
every Monday evening between §
and 9 pm, hosted by Tim Modise. A
range of other radio and TV pro-
grammes are, in the pipeline. Matla
Trust and the IFEE are presently in
negotiation with the SABC for the
airing of these programmes.

The Trust is extremely sensitive
to the needs of the illiterate and the
rural communities. Extensive plans
are afoot to ensure that voter educa-
tion material directed at these sectors
is distributed as extensively as possi-
ble, by way of mobile video units
and the erection of semi-mobile
voter education offices which can
also be used as community centres.

The Trust is also looking at an
ambitious programme to involve top
musicians in Music for Democracy
programmes, as well as a huge ad-
vertising campaign. ¢

For more information about Matla
Trust's work, you may contact the
Trust at P.O. Box 7748, Johannesblirg
2000, or at telephone (011) 834-5301
or fax (011) 838-1910.
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Education:

The crisis deepens

of the examination fees and decided to
a which to bring sch
plete halt.

intensify the
ling to a com-

NEXT MOVE
Cosas decided to suspend their action after the African
National Congress and educational bodies intervened and
asked students to go back to school. The suspension of
the action does not mean that Cosas has decided to rest
its case. Students will be holding consultative meetings
with community organisations

he crisis in black education continues to

be a point of focus as the country is gear-

ing up to a new dispensation. In recent

months the crisis has soared to higher lev-
¢ls, while the sincerity of those who have authority
to effect measures to remedy the situation remains
questionable.

The lack of willingness and the unprepared-
ness of the Department of Education and Training
(DET) and the government to take resolute steps to
address the problems of students and teachers is
adding fuel to the deepening crisis in black educa-
tion. Had they acted resolutely, there is no doubt
that we could have gone a long way towards
improving the quality of black education and
bringing the crisis to an end.

LASTING SOLUTION

The manner in which the Minister of
Education and Training, Sam de Beer, ad-
dressed the demand by the Congress of South
African Students (Cosas) for the scrapping of
Matric examination fees has just confirmed that
he does not have the interest of black students at
heart. He is not worried about the deepening cri-
sis in his department. The DET still refuses to take
concrete proposals from ional organisations
and those who are deeply concerned about the pligh
of black students to join him and jointly work out a
lasting solution to the education problem. As has al-
Ways been the case, the Minister decided to tackle
the problem alone. He thought he could solve the
problem by reducing the examination fees to
Rd8.00.

The Minister had acted in the same old DET
Way, ie dealing with one aspect of the crisis at a
time, thinking that the situation will return to nor-
mal. Students were not appeased by the reduction E Friy
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to decide on the next move. For as long as
the Minister of Education and Training re-
fuses to acknowledge the role of educa
tional bodies and political organisations in
addressing the problems in black educa-
tion, he will not come with any acceptable
solution to the problems.

CONCRETE PROPOSALS

The education conference which was held
in March 1992 at Broederstroom, attended
by representatives of political, student and
teacher organisations and trade union fed
erations made concrete proposals to the
government on how the crisis in black ed
ucation can be dealt with. The most im-
portant proposal from the conference was
the establishment of an Education Forum
which would be empowered to deal with
education before and during the transition-
al period. The government was reluctant
to accept the proposal and, as a result, the
forum could not be established.

To make matters worse, the govern:
ment decided to increase teachers’ salaries
by a mere pittance — 5%, far below the in-
flation rate. It is also retrenching black
teachers, despite the obvious shortage.
The government’s argument that it seeks
to cut public spending is hollow, given the
golden handshakes to army and police
generals, all kinds of unwarranted perks to
ministers and MP’s and the billions of
rands spentd on covert operations.

AFFIRMATIVE ACTION

The ANC Youth League sees the crisis in
black education as one of the big chal-
lenges facing the liberation movement
The post-apartheid democratic govern-
ment may find itself having to carry a big
burden of educating thousands of young
people who shall have failed to complete
their secondary education because of the
current education crisis. It will also be dif-
ficult for the democratic government to
implement affirmative action if thousands
of blacks are short of the necessary skills
to staff the civil service.

The crisis in black education should,
therefore, not be separated from the whole
crisis the country is engulfed in today. Al
those who are committed to a democratic
non-racial and non-sexist South Affica, par-
ticularly parents, should join hands and work
together to find a lasting solution to the
problems created by apartheid education.

Apartheid education, which is the root
cause of the crisis in black education, was

introduced by the National Party in the early  tablishment of an Education Foram, g
fif National Party government can  understanding of the Forum, hoviever,j,
therefore not be allowed to lead the process ~ different from that proposed by
of bringing about an education policy which  National Education Conference. He wan,
will be acceptable (o all. The campaign for ~ an advisory body, whilst the Ec-icatigy
halting unilateral restructuring of education ~ Conference wants an education foryy
by the Department of Education and  which will have full capacity to dval wig,
Training must be intensified. education. Anything less than that will ny

In early May, Sam de Beer announced  be helpful to address the current
that the government would agree to the es-  black education. &

tisis in

The education summit provided an opportunity >
discuss the crisis and underlined the need for
action, writes Lindelwa Mabandla of the ANC
Department of Education.

streets demanding the scrappmg uf the exam fees. Thisis a | jiti-

sd\ooling is virtually grinding to a halt, with students o the

mate d The soci
is such that they cannot afford to pay the fee.
There must be ways to raise the money, either through som: tax
mechanism or il ion within the education budget. Any re: on-
able person would quest|on the wisdom of a government digging  its
heels on the issue. So the summit offered the students an opport: ity
to table their intentions of piling up pressure until the demand is m: .

of most black p' ent

DEEP-SEATED GRIEVANCES
On teachers demands that that salaries be negotiated and that any ur-

ther moves to h more teachers must be d until all the: is-
sues can be d in the process, gt has 2 ain
doggedly refused to relent, st lete i p of he

deep-seated grievances of teachers.

In De Klerk’s own words, there is no crisis “but if one is immi: :nt|
then it is being artificially caused by unruly elements.” This is sa in
spite of overwhelming evidence of support for the Sadtu (South Afr an
Democratic Teachers Union) position even by teachers one woui 't
normally associate with mass action. De Klerk decided to go publi on
the issue of a five percent ceiling on civil servants pay hikes, thus e
g ina that he himself created

i A included

g proper

Other issues '
where virtually every tertiary institution has been closed down ex: ot
one College of Education. The atmosphere of repression also extenc ©
Ciskei and KwaZulu.

So the summit provided an opportunity for groups who have ar -
terest in education to discuss the crisis and underlined the need for <~
tion. If the government does not relent, indeed action will be taken d
the people shall have taken another major step to bury apartheid.. ¢
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Tribute to a
people’s leader

Astudy of other
revolutionary movements
shows that OR excelled by
keeping ANC ranks united
until the very end of its
exile life, writes Alfred
Nzo who served as
Secretary-General from
1969 to 1991.

e did have

many prob-

lems in

exile. It

was, how-

ever, due to
the guiding figure of our then presi-
dent, OR Tambo, that we were able
to overcome our internal organisa-
tional difficulties.

OR kept in sharp focus the main
mission of our organisation which
Was o assist in every way possible
to develop the underground struc-
tures of the ANC.

Under his leadership, the
National Executive Committee creat-
ed special organs such as the
Revolutionary Council and later the
Politico-Military Council, whose full-
time functions were to help guide the
Internal struggle. Later, Operation
Vulindlela (Vula) was set in motion
under his direct leadership to deploy
leading cadres inside the country and
ensure on-the-spot guidance.

OR was deeply concerned about
the welfare of the exile membership
of the ANC, in particular those of
Umkhonto we Sizwe.

He paid painstaking attention to
his work. A draft of whatever state-

“Comrade OR has been with me since the 1930s when we were stu-
dents at Fort Hare. He was my brother, my comrade, my friend and my
colleague.

“One of the most striking feature about him was his quiet efficien-
cy and the way he eschewed all kinds of publicity and personal praise.

“During the 30 years in which | and my comrades were in prison,
Cde OR was the dard-b of our isation and all the tradi-
tions which it represents.

“I went to see him in hospital and | spent a few moments with him
alone. I looked at his face and, in death, he retained some of the virtue
for which he has become very famous. Looking at him it was difficult
to believe that this man was no more, because written across the face
was one of a man who went to sleep for eternity at peace with himself
and the world.” - Nelson Mandela

ment he was to issue had to be done
over and over again until he was sat-
isfied that it accurately reflected the
policy of the movement. He taught
us, by example, always to be exact-
ing in our work.

It is commonly accepted that he
played a leading role in the mobili-
sation of the international anti-
apartheid and democratic forces. His
stature grew to the extent that he
was regarded as a leading world
statesperson by leadinding statesper-

sons, whose doors were always open
to him.

With his keen foresight he led the
National Executive Committee in
preparation for an eventuality when
the regime would be forced to sit with
the ANC around the negotiating table.
Thus was born the Harare Declaration.

The demise of Tambo has
robbed the entire democratic move-
ment of our country of a selfless
fighter, an outstanding leader and a
true democrat. ¢

—
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Modest
family
man

By Neo
Moikangoe, who
was one of Tambo's

assistants.

liver ~ Reginald
Tambo’s modesty
verged on shy-
ness. On the other
hand, the force of
his gifts propelled
him towards the summits of leader-
ship and a life lived almost constant-
ly in the public eye. He wore the
burden of such contradictions with
an ease that seemed almost natural.

At heart he was a family man. He
worshipped his wife Adelaide, his
daughters Thembi and Tselane, and
his son Dali. One of his abiding re-
grets was that he was unable to spend
enough time with them. He frequent-
ly had to fall back on long distance
telephone calls from almost every
corner of the earth.

Though he lived by a strict
Christian moral and ethical code, he
never succumbed to dogmatic rigidi-
ty or doctrinaire posturing. He was
thus able to communicate, interact
and work with people across a wide
spectrum of political persuasions,
ideologies and religious beliefs
without either antagonising them or
compromising his integrity.

OR was constantly scouting for
talent in others. Wherever he found

it, he drove it to the limits of excel-
lence. This was one of the many
ways in which he was an inspirati

Those who knew him understood
why he invariably laughed at the peri-
odic ion that his of

to an entire generation.

OR believed in collective leader-
ship. He saw it as the key to spread-
ing and rooting the sense of owner-
ship of the struggle across the broad-
est possible constituency of anti-
apartheid forces.

the ANC was threatened by “Young
Turks.” He was himself a perennial
“Young Turk.” He loved and doted
on youth, and youth reciprocated the
feeling more than fully. More oftet
than not their affection for him bor-
dered on total adoration. &
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Oliver Tambo died at 3.10am
on 24 April at the Milpark
Hospital. He was admitted to
hospital the previous day for
observation of a chest
infection. In the early hours of
the morning he unexpectedly
suffered a severe stroke.

He was buried at the
Wattville cemetery, after a
moving ceremony at the FNB
Stadium. Thousands of South
Africans and dignitaries
representing virtually all
governments of the globe
attended the funeral. He is
survived by his wife Adelaide,
| children Tembi, Dali, Tselane,
and three grandchildren.

OR: “The perfectionist”

By Joe Nhlanhla,
member of National Working
Committee of the ANC's NEC.

y first working contact
with OR Tambo was
when I was head of the

Youth and Students Section of the
ANC in exile. He requested me and
Thabo Mbeki to prepare a speech for

the 60th anniversary of the ANC. We
had a week for the task and spent
sleepless nights preparing a docu-
ment we considered to be excellent.
OR went over it and decided to deliv-
er one of his best unwritten speeches.
1t taught us a lot, and if you look at
the capacity of Thabo Mbeki to pro-
duce excellent speeches over the
years, I am sure that he himself

would say that he owes this to the
many rejections, improvements, en-
couragements and praises from OR.

He was a perfectionist in this
area. This weighed heavily on him.
Nobody in the NEC, with perhaps
the exception of Thabo, wanted to
be near him when it came to speech-
writing. People were prepared to
serve on any other committee but
not one preparing speeches for him.
Not that he was personal with any-
body. He was in fact worse with
himself. The stroke he got in 1989
was when he was working on the
Harare Declaration.

He had an enduring conviction
that the political message that the
ANC gives at any given moment
must be well considered and expres-
sive of the interests of the South
African people. He never wanted
any ambiguity.

STRATEGIST

OR was a strategist. He never tried to
look at South African problems in a
narrow sense. He saw them in their
totality. That is why under his leader-
ship the ANC was able to link all the
pillars of struggle — the mass political
organisation inside the country, the
underground, the armed struggle and
international mobilisation.

His whole preoccupation was
with the mandate he had been given
in 1960 by the ANC inside the coun-
try. He was ready to sacrifice personal
interest in order to carry it out. Even
when doctors tried to make him relax,
he was consumed with the tasks be-
fore him and often defied them. Even
when he eventually agreed to take
holidays, he would continue his work
from the holiday place.

There was always an endless
queue of people wanting to see him
in his office in Lusaka. He attended
to everyone because he believed that
solving a small household problem
of a cadre, or listening to the com-
plaints of an MK cadre, a student or
an old person who had not heard
from his or her family since he left
the country, was very important.
These problems, he said, could be of
a make or break character, saving
cadres from a possible course to
deep-felt disgruntlement. &
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Meticulous commander

The last major mission OR Tambo undertook was a month before

his untimely death. He attended the passing-out parade of MK

cadres who had just completed their basic training in Uganda,
writes Siphiwe Nyanda, MK Chief-of-Staff.

ow fitting OR

Tambo’s visit to

Uganda was for the

man who, more

than anybody else,

helped build
Umkhonto we Sizwe into the re-
spected force that it is today.

The request for him to officiate
at the graduation ceremony last
March was made when 1 visited
Uganda on 16 December 1992 for
the Heroes Day celebrations. It was
not made lightly. The soldiers knew
that their former Commander-in-
Chief was not in good health. But
they needed his benevolent presence
“propably for the last time”, as the
camp commander put it. More in
reference to the transient nature of

the existence of our camps abroad
than to the probable final eclipse of
this leading light.

No one could stand in the way of
the desires of the cadres who so
adored and loved Tambo. I had to
oblige. The only condition I put was
that they organise a helicopter for
the trip to the camp. The rough road
is so punishing it could harm a
healthy body.

OR looked forward to the trip.
To him the interests of the soldiers
came first.

When we got to Kampala we
found that arrangements were such
that we would be flying to the camp
and back on the same day. We
would therefore forego other events
plannned for the weekend, in the in-
terests of OR’s health.

SPECIAL PLACE

But the National Chairperson would
have none of that. He insisted that
he wanted to be there — to witness

all the planned events and to share
in all the moments of joy of the
young soldiers. It is this caring that
carved out a special place for
Tambo in the hearts of the member-
ship of MK.

He effectively stewarded all the
senior structures that prosecuted the
armed struggle. He was Chairman of
the Political Military Council, which
was responsible for the overall con-
duct of the struggle inside the coun'ry
and, before then, the Revolutionzry
Council. Operational missions such
as the Zambezi crossings into
Zimbabwe in 1967, the abortive at-
tempt to inflitrate through the sea;
Special Operations, Which undertook
some of the most daring and dramatic
operations like SASOL and
Koeberg, and Operation Vula, which
was the most serious attempt to infil-
trate leadership into the country, were
all headed by him. He at-
tended to every detail.

When he fell ill, it was
a cruel blow. One consola-
tion was, however, that we
would soon share with him
the fruits of the sacrifices
of those he so inspired, the
living and the dead. How
sad then that he will not be
at the victory parade.

‘We are, however,
stretched by his memo-
rable words after his unan-
imous re-election at the
Kabwe Conference in
1985 when he reported
that he was not well, but
tha, “whatever little is left
of my health will be con-
sumed in struggle!” ¢
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For South Africa to become a prosperous African lion to rival the

Asian tigers, the various studies by the democratic movement

must be debated widely and translated into a blueprint, writes

Robert Segall of the PWV ANC Science and Technology Group.

he ANC, Cosatu

and Sanco recent-

1y received a draft

report they had

commissioned,

entitled “Towards
a Science and Technology
Policy for a Democratic South
Africa”, from a mission spon-
sored by the Canadian
International ~ Development
Research Centre (IDRC). The
National Education Policy
Investigation (NEPI) report and
another produced by the profes-
sional associations of the scien-
tific and engineering communi-
ty have also just come out. All
express profound concerns
about current Science and
Technology Policy.

To be more accurate, the
concerns centre not on policy
itself but on the “policy vacu-
um at the highest levels of the

opment. It is a broad strate-
gic issue involving looking
at national strengths and
capitalising on them.

The present government
tries to do this through the
Science Advisory Council
(SAC), an ineffectual statuto-
ry body with broad terms of
reference, whose role is to ad-
vise the Minister of National
Education. It includes num-
bers of scientific bureaucrats
but has not a single person
from the 50 top scientists and
technologists in the country,
as identified by peer review
by the Foundation for
Research Development
(FDR). When I questioned
this with the SAC secretary,
he told me it was a Council of
wise persons who would, if
necessary, have to advise the
government if too much was

present South African govern-
ment” (IDRC report p3). This
is a vital mater because it im-
pinges directly on our capacity to
meet the desperate needs of all
South Africans for employment
and rising living standards. The

economy must be underpinned by
government fostering a sound sci-
ence and technology policy. This is
not simply a matter of improved
integration of research and devel-

being spent on science.

IMPLICATION

The implication of this is that com-
petent practising scientists and tech-
nologists would not give indepen-
dent advice. Not only is this propo-
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sition insulting to the technical com-
munity, but it is also ironic since it is
the government’s own ministers and
bureaucrats who are infamous for
corrupt practices.

However, there are even more
serious concerns. Firstly, it is essen-
tial to put science and technology
advice together. We need a Council
of Science and Technology not just
for science. Secondly, the SAC has
no independent secretariat. The
Department of National Education
provides the secretariat. As the
IDRC report points out, this has led
to the SAC limiting its advice to
matters which have not raised ques-
tions about the overall direction of
government financing of Research
and Development. Thirdly, the SAC
reports to the Minister of
Education. International expe-
rience has shown this to be
inappropriate. In a new
dispensation it is essen-
tial that Science and
Technology Policy
feed into economic
decision-making.

Professor
Herman Bondi,
the distinguished
UK physicist,
strongly advocated
a  Ministry of
Science and
Technology during a
recent visit. If this is
the route the new gov-
ernment takes, it is vital
that this Minister be a mem-
ber of the inner Cabinet.

GLOBAL ECONOMY

Science and Technology Policy has
now acquired even greater impor-
tance because the global economy
has changed fundamentally in the
last 20 years. It is not possible to opt
out of the world economy if manu-
facturing jobs are to be created, part-
ly because the growth in world trade
greatly exceeds the growth in the
world’s economies. The global econ-
omy is now information-based, in-
volving sophisticated industries de-
pendent on information technology.
South Africa has a massive deficit in
its balance of trade in high-tech

goods, whereas the export of these
goods is the basis of success,
whether in the developed world or in
the new Asian tigers such as South
Korea, Singapore and Taiwan.

It is important to recognise that
reorienting ourselves in this way is
required for reasons other than to
earn foreign exchange. It is primari-
ly to drive the country to acquire
skills and new technology to gener-

fewer scientists and engineers
emerging annually from the tech.
nikons than from the universities, an
unusual situation by internationa]
standards. Moreover, the proportion
of technikon students in the technol-
ogy field is decreasing.

Of course, these problems arise
partly from the appalling DET
schooling in science and mathemat-
ics. This must be rectified by a new

ate a ble growing f:
turing sector.

GOVERNMENT INERTIA

Meanwhile, thanks to government in-
ertia, in South Africa the percentage
of all graduates that are engineers has

dropped from nine percent in 1971
to less than five percent in recent
years, compared to 12 percent in the
UK and higher figures in Europe and
the Pacific Rim countries. In 1987
engineering received five percent of
total research funds in South Africa
while in the UK it was 20 percent,
15 percent in the USA and 23 per-
cent in Japan.

South African universities allo-
cate proportionately twice as much
research funding to the arts and so-
cial sciences as do the western coun-
tries. In addition, South Africa has

ic government with an in-
clusive “science for all” education
policy in schools (1992 Science
Curriculum Group Report, NEP1).

POLICY VACUUM
But the problems of a policy vacu-
um go well beyond the educational
deficiencies just cited. Successful
contemporary economies are
based on an understanding of
the role of Science and
Technology Policy in
pursuing social, cul-
tural and economic
development. This
does not mean a
heavy-handed bu-
reaucratic - gov-
ernment. It does
mean an intelli-
gent,  compre-

25/ hending govern-
) h
ment with a policy
RS of utilising techni-
b/ cal knowledge to
5 foster a better life for
all its citizens.

The ANC has already
shown its commitment. It
has produced a draft Science
and Technology Policy which
recognises South African realities.
Its initiative in commissioning the
IDRC report has already borne fruit
in exposing the absence of strategic
thinking and the current misappli-
cation of resources, for instance,
sophisticated research into spe-
cialised medicine having priority
over research into public health.

It is now important that the var-
ious studies by the democratic
movement are debated widely and
translated into a blueprint. In this
way, South Africa can become a
prosperous African lion to rival the
Asian tigers. ¢
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Hani's assassination

and the struggle against
the right wing

AWB protest outside the SABC, 1992. A ban on the display of guns and other
dangerous weapons in public will assist in restricting the right’s legal space.

he death of
Chris Hani over
the Easter week-
end has raised
many  serious
questions for the
movement. One of them is the
general attitude to the danger
Posed by the right wing and
how we plan to deal with it.

In order to formulate a
Strategy that will respond ef-
fectively to the attack on our
leaders and organisations we

need to have a clear under-
standing of the source of
the murder of Chris Hani.
The view that is dominant
within the mass movement
is that the De Klerk regime
is directly responsible.
This view is strength-
ened by the fact that the
gun used was stolen from
the South African Air
Force. The central tactical
line that has emerged from
this direct linking of the
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killer to the state has led to al-
most exclusive emphasis on de-
mands for speeding up the pro-
cess leading to the establishment
of the Transitional Executive
Council and announcement of an
election date.

Although the establishment
of a Constituent Assembly (and
with it the possibility of a direct
influence on the activities of the
armed forces by the ANC) is
clearly important, it is an error
that this alone will resolve the
problems that are posed by the
right wing counter-revolution.
The arrest of a number of promi-
nent right-wingers by the police
in the aftermath of the assassina-
tion is an indication that the
movement needs a more thor-
oughgoing understanding of the po-
litical significance of the assassina-
tion and the tasks facing the demo-
cratic movement.

SEPARATE FORCE

The first error committed by this ex-
clusive focus on an election date is
that it conflates the right wing with
the state. Although the right wing
has a range of connections with the
state, and the state and the ruling
class gain — in the long term — from
the assassination, the right wing re-
mains a separate force that must be
addressed in its own right.

In many countries all over the
world extreme right wing groups
emerge out of the chronic instability
of the middle classes in the face of
deep economig crisis and/or political
change that threatens their privi-
leges. This is also the case in South
Africa. As the crisis facing these
classes deepens, the right wing
movements that spring out can as-
sume a mass character. It is this po-
tentially mass nature of this move-
ment that makes it an error to simply
conflate it with the state. This leads
us to the second error.

By simply identifying the assas-
sination, and therefore the violence
of which it is a part, with the state
(and thus with the National Party)
we create the illusion that once the
ANC is in government the violence
will be ended. The contrary, howev-

er, is true. While recognising that
governmental power will give the
democratic movement much more
leverage, we must also recognise
that the current sources of the right
wing point to a further escalation of
violence.

To the extent that the assassina-
tion of Chris Hani signals an in-
creasing boldness on the part of the
right wing, it places before us a fun-
damentally political task of how to
deal with the serious threat it poses.

LEGAL SPACE
The first issue is that the demands
that the movement must place be-
fore the De Klerk regime as part of
the demands that must be met im-
mediately must include restriction of
the legal space that the right current-
1y enjoys. It is this legal space that
makes it possible for the right to col-
lect large quantities of arms (eg au-
tomatic weapons).

Some of the demands that will
assist in restricting the right wing’s
legal space are:

+ aban on multiple licensing, ie no
individual should be allowed to
have a licence for more than.one
gun;

« a ban for licences for automatic
weapons for whatever reason;

« aban on the display of guns and
other dangerous weapons in
public; and

a ban on military training in

public, eg the kind of public

training in armed combat

that the AWB carries out.
These kinds of measures will,
however, only assist in reducing
the legal space within which the
right operates at the moment,
but do not address the social
roots of the right. In order to
begin to address this question
two issues need to be taken up.

The one is the struggle for
the allegiance of the white
working class and the lower sec-
tions of the white middle class-
es. The movement has shown a
tendency to be fatalistic about
the allegiance of white labour
and there has been no serious
contest for this strata since the
days of Solly Sachs’ Garment
‘Workers Union.

ALLEGIANCE

The other issue that needs to be
taken up is the struggle for the alle-
giance of the security forces. This
is not a task that can only begin to
be tackled once the ANC is in gov-
ernment. It does not take much in-
sight to see that it*will be impossi-
ble to combat the right with a po-
lice force and army that has right-
wing allegiances.

The immediate implication of
the assassination of Chris Hani is
that we need a strategic and tactical
line that combines the struggle for
immediate demands that will reduce
the right’s organisational and legal
space, and also the implementation
of organisational initiatives that are
aimed at contesting the social bases
of the right wing.

Lastly, in contesting its social
base, it would be an error to imagine
that we can defeat the right and win
over its social base by a policy of
appeasement, ie by adopting policies
and methods of struggle which are
primarily determined by the desire
to avoid “antagonising” it. What we
need are not the politics of appease-
ment, but a combination of militant
mass action and policies that will
convince the potential recruits of the
right that the ANC also champions
their genuine interests. 4
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Being white in
South Africa
today

tis often said that the darkest

and coldest time is just before

dawn. Those of us that spent

the night at FNB Stadium

during the vigil for Chris

Hani can testify to that. And
for those of us who have been active
in the struggle for liberation for a
long time, this period is probably
one of the darkest.

Some people did not stay all
night at FNB and many may not
have been able to come back the
next day. Either the stadium was
too full or they had to run the gaunt-

As the struggle reaches a crucial but yet dark
and cold stage, many who used to be called the
“white left” are staying away, writes a former
member of the now defunct Jodac.

let of battles between police and
youth on the roads leading to the
stadium. Some feared coming back.
In my observation, yet some, like
the “white left”, are simply staying
away.

NON-RACIALISM AND
RACISM

The South African liberation strug-
gle has been marked by a very
strong commitment to non-racial-
ism. Despite the enormous injury
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Violence in Natal:
What role muti?

Beliefs in supernatural powers are an integral part of social

activities. They find even greater resonance in conflict situations,

writes Mpho Scott, Deputy Secretary of the Southern Natal ANC.

h e n
Moslems
go to war,
they  first
pray so that
they can get
more power, strength and protection
from Allah. That also builds a sense
of unity within their army. Soldiers
in Europe and the South African
army (SADF) pray, appealing for
strength and protection from God.

In African communities during
previous centuries, muti was used
instead of prayer. The warriors
would come together before any war
and intelezi (medicine) would be
used as a source of strength and pro-
tection. This corresponded with the
usage of herbs, roots and other med-
feal practices.

FACTION FIGHTS
Today people are using sophisticat-
¢d weaponry like guns. In the fac-
tion fights we have been witnessing
In rural areas like Msinga, South
9ast, people are still using muti be-
“ause of the strong belief that it of-
fers some magic in battle. They go
10 the extent of believing that it
Makes them invisible, and the oppo-

nents’ weapons useless.
One of the disturbing features is
et herbalists (inyangas) make peo-
Ple kill heir opponents or young
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kids in order to take their private
parts or heads. They use those parts
to make muti for war.

BOOMING BUSINESS
During the intensification of strug-
gle in the early 80’s the regime in-
creased repression. It was the time
when warlords, assisted by the
boers, emerged in Natal townships
and villages. Democratic forces took
up arms to defend themselves.
Inyangas started to mushroom
all over Natal. They used very or-
ganised, calculated marketing skills.

Township people who were in-

volved in defence and in dealing
with collaborators went to these in-
yangas to get medicine to evade the
polic.

People were paying large sums
of money for that medicine.The
muti which comrades acquired was
seen to serve the following reasons:
* to protect them from the police

and IFP;

+ to weaken the opponents;

+  tobe invisible in battle; and

* to give them power and strength.
Comrades started wearing belts on
their arms.

POLICE AND MUTI

Police started co-opting some of
these inyangas and they also en-
couraged their agents to become
inyangas.

I remember one inyanga who
was used by some comrades in
Lamontville. He was a former SAP
who had been given a special task
by the security branch to infiltrate
structures as much as possible. He
succeeded to some extent and was
even introduced in a number of
areas around Durban.

NEW DIMENSION

Since the unbanning of the ANC,
the state and the IFP have intensi-
fied their violence against demo-
cratic forces.

Youths have organised camps in
order to defend their communities
from aggression. In these camps and
in the communities, muti is widely
used.

It is a source of encouragement
to comrades to defend their commu-

nities. It has also played a crucial
role in the building of defence struc-
tures.

This is a source of income for in-
yangas, and some of them are trying
to monopolise this business. The
story that they spread is that in one
area there cannot be two inyangas
operating because the muti of one
inyanga will weaken the muti of the
other.

They then encourage comrades
to remove the other inyanga by all
means. This has always led to divi-
sions and internal strife.

People who use this muti each
pay R30,00. Inyangas from outside
Natal — who are seen as being stronger
— have been making a fortune.

It is unfortunate that people do
believe strongly in the theories
which are offered by the inyangas.

THE EFFECT OF MUTI
Comrades use muti particularly
when they defend themselves from
IFP gangsters in their areas. But,
when they have dealt with that prob-
lem and there is no longer the threat
of attacks, comrades continue camp-
ing and using muti which psycho-
logically agitates them to look for an
immediate enemy.

This has contributed in creating
divisions amongst our ranks in
branches that have had this problem.

I
ership structures on the groupq
Most of the time it is people whe
have little understanding of politics,
They, in turn, create their own cop,.
mand structures which become poy.
erful in their areas.

SEXISM
There is also a lot of sexism whey
people are using muti. Women are
not allowed to be part of defence
structures. They are not allowed t
touch any men. They are also not
supposed to attend any meetings dis.
cussing defence or violence facing
that particular community. They are
looked at as weak subjects.

People also use muti to promote
clanism in our ranks.

POLITICAL SOLUTIONS

It is important for our regions
where this problem exists to look at
it and come up with proper political
solutions. We cannot run away from
the fact that muti has contributed a
lot during times of attacks.

It helps to keep people together
and encourage them to defend the
organisation and their community at
all costs. It keeps the morale of the
community high during hard times.

It is important to speedily ad-
dress the question of political educe-
tion. ANC branches have been
formed in a number of areas, but
people have little or no knowledge
about the policies of the ANC.
Political education will contribute
towards developing certain perspec:
tives in terms of problems con-
fronting the movement at this junc-
ture.

We need to seriously address
the question of centralised defence
committees or Peace Corps with
the objective of controlling thes¢
structures.

Our intervention at this moment
should not be an outright rejection
of muti. We should recognise ifS
psychological impact during diffi-
cult times of aggression.

However, we need to ensure tha
somehow we put an end to politi
on in our branches and

It is further by indi-
viduals who assume power because
of their link to these inyangas. But
usually they are not part of the lead-

systematically deal with this serioS
problem of backwardness before I
is too late. ¢
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Pornography
and censorship

How, in this future South
Africa, should the new ' ,
government and the
citizens deal with
pornography? Should it
continue to be banned?
Should censorship be
abolished? Joyce Ozynski
of the Anti-Censorship
Action Group examines

the issues.

ver the last year

or so Scope mag-

azine has begun

to concentrate on

pictures of

women with hard-

ly any clothes on. This is something

few in South Africa, and it is due to

4 change in attitude by the censors.

But the censors want to control the

Speed of change. So very often they
ban Scope.

Then the censorship appeal

board proceeds to unban it. Thus a
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battle rages in which three
groups of men — the cen-
sors, the appeal board and
the Scope editor and his
lawyers fight over how
much of a woman’s body
can be exposed to the pub-
lic (male) eye. Is this ongo-
ing battle between Scope
and the censors one be-
tween the forces of freedom
and those of repression?

PURITANICAL
REPRESSION

For so many years we have
been subjected to the puri-
tanical repression of the
Nationalist Party. The gov-
ernment imposed a strict
Calvinist morality on South
Africa, outlawing books,
films, videos, calendars and
magazines in an effort to se-
cure the values of Christian
Nationalism. Its structures
were hard at work, continu-
ally sifting through material
and, in the period between
1960 and 1991, 38 813
books, pamphlets and other
items were banned. The majority of
this material was political.

Since 1990 several hundred
banned publications have been un-
banned by the censors, whose job
it is now to unban the works of

isations and

Should censorship be abolished?
Moralists, especially religious
ones, argue that pornography has a
corrupting influence and that people
must be protected against this. This
argument can never be proved. If
to pornography is in-

publishers.

Some of these newly unbanned
books are novels by highly respect-
ed writers like Philip Roth, Alberto
Moravia and William Styron whose
work was previously too frankly
erotic for the censors’ taste.

This absurd situation will end
when a new government replaces
the present one, and the structures of
censorship — the Publications Board,
the hundreds of committees of cen-
sors, the appeal board, and the eight
inspectors (who bring material for
banning to the censors) will fall by
the wayside.

How, in this future South Africa,
should the new government and the
citizens deal with pornography?
Should it continue to be banned?

evitably corrupting, then surely the
censors, who look at and read more
pornography than anyone else, must
be the most corrupt of all.

FEMINIST VIEW

The libertarian view is that adults
should be free to read or watch
whatever they choose, without inter-
ference by the State or the Church.
In recent years a third view of
pornography has been put forward
by feminists in countries where
there are no restrictions (or very
few) on the production and distribu-
tion of pornography.

Feminists argue that pornogra-
phy is based on the subordination
of women, their degradation and
exploitation.

In pornography womep
are objectified, dehuman.
ised and reduced to an ip-
strument of male gratifica-
tion. By treating women ag
inferior, pornographers in-
fringe a basic human right
— the right to equality.

FLOURISHING
INDUSTRY

At this moment in history,
as we struggle to transform
South African society, we
need to thoroughly discuss
all the questions which so
many decades of state re-
pression put on ice.

We have to confront
the possibility that the
pornography industry will
flourish here as it has in
other countries. Will this
mean liberation for South
Africans?

The full expression of
human sensuality has
been forbidden for so long
here — it is one of the im-
portant freedoms to be re-
gained. The most difficult
question is: how can society facil-
itate the full and joyous expres-
sion of the erotic aspect of women
and men?

Pomography, which is commer-
cialised sex, is concerned with prof-
its — not human dignity. Yet it has
proved to be very popular and is an
established part of the mass media in
Europe and America. Like any other
mass media product, pornography
ranges from the fairly subtle to the
Very coarse.

In South Africa at the moment,
the censors are allowing, for the first
time, some fairly bold pin-up pic-
tures. But no more. Despite the
changes taking place, the censors
still want to keep the nation “pure”.

Can the new South Africa cast
off puritanical chains of the old
South Africa and emerge with 2
new and vital concept of human
sexuality?

This is the really important ques-
tion which underlies the debate on
pornography and censorship.
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A triumph for
democracy

oming as it has, in

the midst of discus-

sions between the

government and

Unita, the anti-gov-

ernment group that
refused to accept defeat in UN-moni-
tored elections last October,
President Clinton’s recognition of
the Angolan government has given
those who believe in democracy a
boost. The hopes that were dashed
when Unita resorted to violence after
the elections have been revived.

HIGH PRIORITY

Unita was obviously stunned by the
announcement, although the deci-
sion had been expected since
Angolan President Eduardo dos
Santos made the appeal to US
President Bill Clinton, in January, to
recognise Angola. People in South
Aftica and other parts of the world
supported this appeal.

Clinton’s government says that
its decision reflects the high priority
that it places on democracy. It does
not matter that the Republicans’
Views were different. His aim was to
end the civil war that has ravaged
the country since Unita took up
arms again after losing the elections.

Talks have been going on in the
capital of Ivory Coast, Abidjan, for
about six weeks now. When the an-
Nouncement was made by Clinton,
the talks had stalled and they were
due to end on May 21, the deadline
that had been placed by UN
Secretary General Boutros Boutros-
Ghali,

The point at which they col-
lapsed concerned a government pro-
posal calling on Unita to withdraw
from some towns captured in the
past seven months of renewed fight-
ing.

Unita refused to accede to this
proposal, stating that it believed that
government forces would reoccupy
the towns if it left them. Unita want-
ed a guarantee that those territories
would not be reoccupied.

Another contentious point con-
cerned the issue of a government of
national reconciliation through the
allocation of some ministries to
Unita. Again Unita stalled on this
issue, wanting to deal not with the
principle but the specifics of which
ministries would be given to it.

In this way Unita would have
been able to stall the talks further by
then arguing for the most strategic
ministries, despite its poor electoral
performance.

ANC MESSAGE

The ANC has been active in trying
to ensure that the talks continue until
the matter has been resolved. While
the talks were going on, the ANC
undertook several trips to Luanda
and some African capitals which
support Unita. Its message was that
it is in everyone’s interests that the
‘Angolan problem is solved.

This means that even those who
support one side or the other in the
conflict, must ensure that in the in-
terests of peace and the spirit of
democratic transformation that is
sweeping the continent today, they

After 18 years of diplomatic
isolation and covert and overt
assistance to the anti-|
government forces, the US
Administration, on 19 May,
decided to recognise the
government of Angola. This is
a triumph for democracy in the
sub-continent. A MAYIBUYE
correspondent looks at theE
implications of this recognition
for the resolution of the
problems in Angola and

Southern Africa.

should also encourage Unita to re-
spect democracy.

Unita is now isolated in more
ways than one. The US recognition
means that those countries that look
up to US leadership in their diplo-
matic policies will also have to ac-
cept the government of Angola as
the legitimate force in the conflict.
And, to boot, Unita has to reckon
with the reality that there will defi-
nitely not be any more funds forth-
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Photo: AFP
coming from the US, even covertly.

While the 21 May deadline has
passed, there are moves by the UN,
the US, Russia, Portugal and other
international forces involved to
work out a compromise formula that
will unblock the stalled talks.

STUMBLING BLOCK
The main stumbling block, which is
the refusal by Unita to withdraw its
forces from towns it controls, is the
main point around which a compro-
mise is being worked out. Unita says
that all the forces involved in the con-
flict must be kept in barracks under
UN supervision. The draft says that
the UN forces will not be deployed in
Angola until Unita forces move out
of the occupied towns.

But the problem was caused by

Unita itself during the run-up to the
elections last year. It undertook to
keep its soldiers in assembly points
but, apparently, left out a large con-
tingent of its forces in bush and
town hide-outs. There were many
incidents where UN forces were
forced out of certain areas because
of fierce fighting. The Angolan gov-
ernment says that it is prepared for
compromises provided they do not
undermine the basic principles of
the peace draft.

The question is where Unita will
now receive arms to continue fight-
ing if a solution is not found. South
Africa has reportedly sent some of
its foreign office personnel back to
Angola after they left in the wake of
the fighting and the dangerous situa-
tion that prevailed in Luanda. There
were also reports that there would be
measures taken by the South African
government to prevent private sup-
port to Unita. This was in the wake
of numerous reports alleging night
flights to Angola to deliver supplies

to Unita. The government denied
that it was involved and promised
to stop the practice.

Pik Botha is scheduled to meet
the Angolan Foreign Minister on 4
June in Namibia to lay the ground
for the normalisation of diploratic
relations between the two countries.

TRIUMPH

This would be another triumph for
the MPLA government because it
would mean that legally, in diplo-
matic terms, the previous logistics
suppliers of Unita would have now
declared that they will not do sc any
longer. Even countries that acted as
conduits for arms destined for “Jnita
would have no arms to pass on. That
is if the De Klerk government is
taken at its word.

What remains is for the US to
back up its diplomatic recognition
of Angola with pressure on Unita
to accept the election result. It was,
after all, the encouragement and
arms from the US that made !nita
resist for as long as it has. “The
MPLA government has more than
earned its recognition by taking
strides towards democracy,” said
Clinton. Those words must be
backed with action if they are 0
help democracy move forward if
Angola. &
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Nel Mandal

Squaring up: ANC Pr and former heavyweight world
champ, Mohammed Ali, met in Johannesburg. It was an exciting encounter
between former heavy-weight boxers, during Mohammed Ali's visit to SA in

April 1993. Ali, who also visited Durban and Cape Town, had come to

promote boxing development progr in the t hips and to pledg

his solidarity with the ANC and the anti-apartheid struggle. He was there at
Chris Hani's funeral on 19 April.

An international
sports tragedy

What befell the Zambian national soccer team is a

he soccer-loving frater- tragedy that can happen to others anywhere in the
nity the world over felt O

a great loss at this tra- world. This view was expressed by the secretary
gic accident. Zambia general of the South African Football Supporters

was on its way to a

World Cup qualifying  ASsoCiation (SAFSA), Mothobi Ramusi, in a message

f;z‘”? in Dakar, which might have  of condolences on the tragedy that befell the Zambian
C0 it qualifying to represent the e n :

fca Zone in Atlanta next year, soccer S[dg in Apru[ when the airplane they were

0% we will never know the results travelling in crashed off the coast of Gabon.
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because most of the
best in Zambian soc-
cer have been lost and
there may not be
enough time to re-
build another team to
immediately take over
the national and conti-
nental tasks the squad
had set out to fulfil.

We in  South
Africa were looking
forward to another
gruelling  encounter
with this accom-
plished team after our
1-0 defeat at the FNB
stadium last year.

“We were privi-
leged to have seen
their brilliance and ex-
citing style of play
against our own squad
last year and we were
looking forward with

The death of the squad has
brought into sharp focus the
many dangers that face teams
as they travel to distant lands
to honour their countries. They
may face hostile crowds after
trouncing local heroes, have to
contend with soldiers who
want to dictate who must win
a game, as happened to Kaiser
Chiefs in Rwanda or have a
disaster as befell the
Zambians. More stricter rules
must be taken to eliminate
such dangers.

great anticipation to
the return match in Zambia,” said

Ramusi.
or most South Africans who

spént their exile life in Zambia, the
‘KK Eleven’, as it was known then,
as their adopted team. The gusto
with which they cheer their own
squad today is the one they reserved
for the Zambian side then. Thus, the
Zambian side was not just an ordi-
nary side but was part of the history
of the struggle of the South African
people because it provided a miss-
ing part in the exiled South
Africans’ soccer-loving hearts.

Each sports-loving nation takes
its teams to heart and cherishes
them. The Zambian people are there-
fore, understandably, terribly grieved
at this moment because they loved
their team and looked upon its illus-
trious victories throughout Africa as
very important to raising the image
of Zambia and Africa. They had
great hopes for the soccer squad.

The death of the squad has
brought into sharp focus the many
dangers that face teams as they
travel to distant lands to honour
their countries.

They may face hostile crowds
after trouncing local heroes, have
to contend with soldiers who want

to dictate who must win a game, as
happened to Kaizer Chiefs in
Rwanda, or have a disaster as be-

fell the Zambigpg
More  stricter ryje,
must be taken to elim.
nate such dangers,

The people of Soug,
Africa, through the
South African Footby)
Association, SAFSA)
and Nelson Mandela,
have extended thejr
condolences to the fap,
ilies, supporters and ip.
dividual clubs of (e
dead players, the offi.
cials and to the whole
soccer-loving fratemity
of Zambia.

Zambia has consis.
tently played well in
continental and regions]
games. The country has
talent and soccer is its
number one sport. We
are sure that to pay trib-
ute to the fallen players,
other players will come

up and strive to present the same
challenge to others as the team that
was going to Dakar did.

o

"*"AUCTION"’
EVERY THURSDAY
EVENING AT 7:30pm

Vesue : H&M AUCTIONS
(Cnr. Lythe & Ascot Nancefiokd Industriel

Should you want to sell or bey & cer
CONTACT
HeM AUCTIONS
at
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A

generous
mistake

hy did OR Tambo at
times refer to BB as
"Camarada
Presidente"?

The underground, detention, jail,
exile. Abnormal
experiences from
abnormal times. For
those 30 years when
the ANC was
banned, its

activists often avoided capture, torture or
death only by luck or quick wits. MAYIBUYE

recounts some of the amazing tales.
Contributions are welcome.

Nxumalo, who was

OR’s driver for a long time, traced it
to OR going to Rome with BB, then Sactu’s Secretary for
International Relations. At the airport they were met by their
hosts who were meeting OR for the first time. OR was of
small stature and BB is very big. The hosts assumed that the
leader of an organisation as big and internationally known
as the ANC was, would have to be the bigger of the two.

“Welcome, Camarada Presidente,” they addressed BB,
“and welcome to you too Camarada BB,” they referred to
OR. BB was tempted to accept that generous mistake by the
Italians. Practicalities of meetings later made him point it out.
Amused at BB's initial tacit acceptance of the title, OR occa-
sionally referred to BB as “Camarada Presidente.”

Nxumalo was big too and he used to say that
Zambians, who always seemed to be in awe of big-bodied
persons, never could easily accept that he was only OR's
driver. In some ways they were right because he was a very
close assistant.

A SPECIAL DRIN

When OR and his colleagues were still young, they always
had intense political discussions after working hours, often in
afriend’s house or a cafe in Johannesburg. In those days it
could never have been a pub because blacks were not al-
lowed to have “European” drinks.

Somehow the group at the office, which included Duma
Nokwe, discovered this place in Fordsburg which sold a
wonderfully refreshing drink. They wanted to go and sample
it. The place also served the then newly-marketed Pepsi,
Which OR liked very much

The comrades would order “Shandy” after “Shandy"”
and the discussions became louder and louder. But, alas,
Well into the night, the place had to close and everyone had

to go home. Day after day and week after week they visited
the place. Then disaster struck. One day, as OR was prepar-
ing himself to meet the others to go to Fordsburg, the guys-
told him sadly they would no longer be going there.The
owner was no longer selling “Shandy”. But they could take
Pepsi, couldn’t they, OR inquired.

It was only then that he learnt that “Shandy” was a mix-
ture of the forbidden drinks with some "dash " (soft drink)
OR was a teetotaler. Small wonder that Duma and his friends
never allowed him to taste the “Shandy”, always making
sure that there was a Pepsi in front of him.

OUCH OF MALAR

During the 1978 World Youth Festival, the Cuban delegation
invited the ANC to dinner at its villa in one of the most pic-
turesque areas of Havana. OR was one of the special guests.

There was an electrifying moment when Fidel Castro
made an unannounced entry. He was clutching a bottle of
rum ~a 15 year-old Havana Club. He broke the seal and was
about to pour a drink for OR when OR declined, saying that
he did not take liquor. Fidel immediately asked for a “moji-
to” for OR, so that a toast could be proposed. Mojito is a
mixture of a tiny amount of rum with mint, crushed ice and
lemonade.

The toast was duly proposed. As the evening wore out,
Fidel noticed that OR was only taking tiny sips, and he hu-
morously barked: “Here | am drinking rum like mojito, and
you drinking mojito like rum!”

It is rumoured that OR then drank a few glasses, not
knowing that mojito contained rum. When he felt flushed
and light-headed he turned to Fidel and said: “I think | am
coming down with a touch of malaria“. If indeed it was
malaria, Fidel would have been in intensive care! &
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~ A SIidrt” stcryfjby Justice Malala

ou could say it was the worst of
times, this that | call the year of the
inferno. Some say they were ‘the
darkest days for democracy in our
country. But it was also the time we
i showed them the anger of the
young lions, the fury of a people chained and en-
slaved too long. It was 1987. :

| tell you we got involved. We were young then,
young ‘and angry and militant. And'we created our
own bonfires from the municipal buildings and the
“mellow-yellows”. In the process, almost inevitably,
we got detained.

I can still remember that day when | came ‘out of
detention, the blueness of the sky, the singing of the
wind: the total, fleeting, freedom. | had been inside
for 18 months, having been shuttled from police sta-
tion to police station until | ended up at the Pretoria
Central Prison. And then, suddenly, | had been re-
leased from that hell-hole.

I walked out of the prison gates with all that | had
in the world then: a box full of books, two shirts and
two pairs of jeans. | had given all my other clothes to
the comrades | had left-behind. It was traditional that
when you left prison you gave almost all your stuff to
those whio were unfortunate enough to stay behind.

There is no transport from the prison to any-
where. You have to walk some two kilometres to the
taxi-rank. | would have walked a thousand miles, |
just could not wait to go home and see my family
and my girlfriend.

The taxi to Jo'burg was quiet, with no-one to talk
to. | could not stop smiling to myself as it ate up the
tarmac home.

"0 go ratile mosetsana ngwanaka?" the old
woman sitting next to me asked. Did she accept your
proposal?

| gave her a broad, toothy smile — and laughed. [
shared my life story with her, the tale of so many
young men -and women-in our motherland. 'She

+smiled too, and then her eyes clouded and it was as

if she was about to cry. We were both quiet, con-
templative. When we arrived in Noord Street she
held my hand and said, “Don’t worry, my son, our
day shall dawn.”"

| was almost running when | got off the taxi in

~ Zola and went home. The matchboxes seemed to

blur and merge as | passed them, all of them becom-
ing one monstrous tale of suffering and a fountain of
asbestos-induced disease. | ran, faster and faster, as if
by running | could escape this reality, the reality of a
people struck by a holocaust.

1221 Mapetla Street. Home! | was home to my
mother and my family!

| ran into the yard and saw. people milling about.
They must know that [ am free, | told myself. The
prison authorities must have alerted them that | had
been released. Joy filled my heart and emotion
surged like a mighty river in my chest.

As | trotted up to the door | saw that the people
congregated in the yard were looking at me strange-
ly, unbelievingly. My sister Dimpho was at the door,
looking at me with her jaw hanging down. She
looked as if she was seeing a ghost.

“Papi! Ooh Papi!” she cried and fell down. | ran
to her and took her in my.arms. She was sobbing
hysterically.: Our neighbour Mma Ngobeni came and
pulled me away from her. A few women carried
Dimpho away.

“Come, my son, come,” Mma Ngobeni said.

| went, wondering what the hell was happening
here; what the hell was wrong. She took me away from
the house and went across the fence and into her
house. We sat down. She asked me how | was and |
asked her what was going on. She asked me how | was
again and | told her | was fine. She started weeping.

“What is wrong, Mama?” | asked.

"Your mother has passed away, Papi.”

The world clock immediately stopped its clicking
The joy of being free melted like dirty snow, melted
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and became a deep ugly sorrow. And yet | was calm
£ven now | remember how calm, how detached | was

“What happened?” | asked her. She started sob-
bing hard, her body shaking as if it was about to burst.

“Yesterday,” pausing from her sobbing, gasping
for breath like an exhausted marathoner, “yesterday
van Niekerk came and said that you had died in
prison. He said that you had hanged yourself with
your trousers. He told your mother that if she did not
tell him where you hid your guns and who your
friends were, they would not give us your body."”

Van Niekerk. The bastard who had arrested and
tortured me, looking for guns and bombs | never
had. The only weapon | ever had was a guava juice (@
molotov cocktail). And now he had done this.

“So what happened?” | persisted

“Why do you have to ask me? Oh why?”

“| have to know, Mma Ngobeni, tell me.” | an-
swered.

“She hanged herself last night.”

My anger writhed inside me like an enraged
mamba. | wanted to find Van Niekerk and take him

by his smelly neck and squeeze and squeeze and
squeeze until there was only a pulp left, until the
abomination that is him existed no more.

I went out of Mma Ngobenis's house and went
home. No one spoke to me, my anger and my sor-
row was too heavy, too deep, to be shared with any-
one else at that moment. | went to my bedroom and
fell on the bed.

1 did not weep for my mother that night. All that
was in my mind was vengeance and Van Niekerk.

At around five the next morning Dimpho came to
the bedroom and talked to me. After some time |
started to cry, the tears rolling off my cheeks like a
flood. She hugged me then, the first time she had
done so in all our young lives,

I wept then, not so much for my mother and my
family. | wept for Van Niekerk, for my country, for all
the bleeding that was taking place because of this
ugly system.

Dimpho held me close and whispered in my ear:
"“Don't worry, Papi, our day shall come.”

She did not hear my answer, given in-between
the sobs. | said yes, our day shall come. Soon. ¢

AN EXHIBITION OF POLITICAL PRISONERS' ART

Market Callecioe, Johanneshurg

Sunday 23 May - Thursday 10 June 1993
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CDC

A cultural
conference

with a

difference

The Culture and Development Conference (CDC),
organised by the ANC Department of Arts and
Culture from 25 April to 1 May, 1993, was a
cultural conference with a difference, writes a

MAYIBUYE correspondent.

nyone who was already aware of

the racial question during the

American Civil Rights Movement

goes to see Spike Lee’s Malcolm X

with a nostalgic expectation of a

vitriolic dose of white racism
damnation. After three-and-a-half spellbinding
hours, one emerges with a feeling of having reliv-
ed one’s life all over again. The emotional experi-
ence through which Spike Lee successfully takes
the audience casts a new light on the metamor-
phosis of a racially disadvantaged person from a
futile, almost suicidal criminal existence to a
meaningful existence; from being a negative role
model to being a positive one; from obscurity to
prominence through resistance.

Malcolm X's life could be divided into two
distinct eras, namely, the first one which was
characterised by outrage which clouded reason
and attempted not only the racial odds stacked
against him but reality, and a second one during

which he found
salvation from
the first by draw-
ing on a power,
imagined or not,
beyond his mor-
tal limitations,
the power of Islam. The striking analogy be-
tween Malcolm X’s life and that of disenfran-
chised South Africans is that, while the former
found personal deliverance in Islam, many South
Africans have and are finding almost religious
redemption in the ideal of democracy, a phe-
nomenon which embraces all the categories of
South African society.

The relevance of “Malcolm X" to the current
South African political situation lies in the coinci-
dental escalation of white racism from intoler-
ance to confrontation together with the con-
commitant racial reaction, a development which
is, sadly and unfortunately, taking place with
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at made the difference is that the CDC suc-
eeded in focusing the attention of South
Africans on the vital, yet underestimated,

issue of cultural development as a component of the
process of reconstruction.

Most deliberations at the CDC were the culmination
of the work of the commissions set up by the
Department of Arts and Culture (DAC), namely
Negotiations, Funding, Language, Museums,
Monuments, Archives and Heraldry Commissions. It
also deliberated upon the need for the establishment of a
State and Culture Commission. This will ensure that the
state takes active responsibility in the development of
arts and culture in a democratic South Africa.

DEMOCRATIC CULTURE

The DAC has entered negotiations with relevant estab-
lishment bodies with a clear understanding that all the
people of South Africa must enjoy a healthy and dy-
namic cultural life. “Apartheid culture” and apartheid
cultural institutions must be replaced with democratic
culture and cultural institutions.

In this transformation process, the negotiations com-
mission instituted by the DAC should, ideally, include
representatives from other cultural formations. This was
partly achieved at the CDC when the negotiations com-
mission’s report was discussed by a broad spectrum of
arts and culture formations and individuals. After very
positive inputs, far-reaching resolutions were taken.

Recognising that cultural evolution is dependent
upon resources and skills being made available to the

arts and culture community as a whole, it was felt that
there is a special need that the conference’s draft policy
proposals should be approved by the broadest spectrum
of arts and cultural practitioners before they are fi-
nalised.

Cultural negotiations must be opened to all cultural
stakeholders, and negotiations need to be as inclusive as
possible.

It was also resolved that the boards that govern arts
and culture must be restructured. Certain rules and regu-
lations governing the boards should be changed com-
pletely and there must be an adjustment to allow for the
broadest-based governing board. Board appointees
should have good cultural standing within the commu-
nity and should have a democratic track record. At a po-
litical level, there should be a single Ministry of Arts
and Culture which would ensure fair distribution of re-
sources.

OLYMPIC GAMES

It was further agreed that, in the light of the announce-
ment that about R45 billion is to be used to develop
Johannesburg for the 2004 Olympic Games, a moratori-
um should be declared on its use until negotiations have
been completed.

Negotiations should take place at local, regional and
national levels. But this must be guided by a clear com-
mon approach, especially in relation to state structures,
i the The CDC’s d should
help bring negotiations on arts and culture to the level of
national negotiations. 4

the tacit blessings
of the apartheid
regime. Perhaps
the difference lies
in the fact that,
whereas the infa-
mous white  Ku
Klux Klan was never allowed space to thrive under the
American constitution, the South African regime seems
reluctant to stem the rising tide of white racism.

In a less polarised society than South Africa, the film
Might have served to expose the follies of racial antago-
nism by reflecting the obscenity of racism to those from
both extremities of the racial spectrum who have al-
lowed themselves to be contaminated with the pesti-
lence. It i thus a pity that many white people will not
bother to see the film.

Apart from the content of the film, the superb stan-
dard of acting, especially by the lead actor, Denzil
Washington, who manages to project the Dr Jekyll and

Mr Hyde facets of the real Malcolm X so convincingly, the
film undoubtedly places Spike Lee among the upper ech-
elons of American movie directors. The storyline is easy to
follow and the actors live rather than act their parts.

The controversy that some media, like the Natal
Tribune, tried to kick up by querying whether the par-
ticipation of ANC President Nelson Mandela in the final
sequence of the film could be construed as an associa-
tion of the ANC with the racial subject of the film, was
completely unfounded as one emerges from the film
with a strong anti-racist attitude. In short, the film is a
strong anti-racism statement. The juxtaposition of
Nelson Mandela’s gentleness with Malcolm X’s caustic
nature serves to provide the viewership a contrasting
and positive role model. None of those of us who have
experienced racism at its worst at the height of
apartheid and partly owe our political consciousness to
the African-American racial experience as articulated by
Elijah Muhammed, Huey Newton, Stokely Carmichael
and Malcolm X, should miss the film.

MM
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MAYIBUYE Xworp No 21

Address:

Postal code: ............

< WIN R100 AND
A MAYIBUYE
T-SHIRT

< TEST YOUR
KNOWLEDGE
ABOUT THE ANC

Solution to MAYIBUYE Xword No 19

Across

1.

~

13.
15.

18.
19.
20.

21.

... Derby-Lewis is CP
President’s Councillor on
trial in connection with the
murder of Chris Hani.
Frank Chikane is its
General Secretary.
Freedom.

One who doesn’t belive in
the existence of God.

. The ANC is demanding

the immediate
announcement of the date
for one person one ..
elections.

Organises metal workers.
... Johnson is vice-
president of the ANC
Youth League.

Public Relations.

River in South Africa.
Imaginary homeland for
Afrikaners.

In the course of.

14.
16.
17.

Broke down in May last
year.

Opposed to a Constituent
Assembly.

Choice by vote.
Charles Ngakula is i
General Secretary.

Moses Mayekiso is its
leader.

Andrew ... is a memeber
of the ANC’s National
Executive Committee.
Symbol of worship.

Late Chairperson of the
ANC.

ANC and SACP leader on
arigth wing hitlist.
Azapo’s student wing.
Preposition.

Old.

ts new

WINNER

The winnner of
MAYIBUYE Xworo No 19
is M Ndongeni

Box 324

Mount Frere 4870
TRANSKEI -
CONGRATULATIONS!

®

Rutes
The first correct entry drawn wins.

2. Only originals and hand-drawn facsimiles will be considercd.

3 The judge’s decision is final and no correspondence shall be
entered into.

4. MAYIBUYE, DIP and DPE staff members and their immediate
relatives may not enter.

5. Send answers to: MAYIBUYE XworD No 21, Box 61884,
Marshalltown, 2107.
Closing date: 15 July 1993.
See answers and winner in MAYIBUYE, August 1993
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ew Co

WIN A TRIP FOR
TWO TO CAPE TOWN!

FLY TO CAPE TOWN AND STAY TWO NIGHTS (BED AND BREAKFAST) AT A HOTEL

1. How many times a year is MAYIBUYE published? 1. Only one entry per person.
* Six. * Twelve. « Eleven. 2. Send your entry to MAYIBUYE Airscape
Competition No 4, PO Box 61884,
2. Who sponsors the MAYIBUYE Airscape competi- Marshalltown, 2107.
tion? * Print your full name, address, phone num-
* Shereno Printers . «The Green Villa ber (if any) and answers on a separate sheet
« IMS Marketing of paper.
« Cut out from the cover the triangle contain-
3. Where do you buy your monthly copy of ing the words “Win a trip to Cape Town”
MAYIBUYE? and send it with your entry.
a.CNA b. Street corner news stands 3. Closing date 15 June 1993.
c. Cafe d. House to house sellers 4. The judge’s decision is final and no
e. Place of employment f. Subscription correspondence shall be entered into.
5. Employees of the ANC and their immediate
4. Name three articles which appeared in the issue families may not enter.
of MAYIBUYE in which you found this 6. Wmner to be announced in the July 1993
- issue of MAYIBUYE
competition.

E Sponsored by Shereno Printers
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LW VAAL TRIANGLE TRAINING CENTRE

FOR VOCATIONAL TRAINING ON BASIC, ADVANCED AND APPRENTICE LEVELS

We believe that by supplying appropriate training to each business sector, we can ensure a more
fulfilling environment in the NEW SOUTH AFRICA for workers and employers alike

L 00URSES |

1. TECHNICAL 2. DRIVER AND OPERATOR COURSES
Hand Skills . " y
. . * incl. Forklift Truck Operator ( Testing & Certification )
Apprentice Training: oo i ini
F o : ing Driver's Licence Training ( codes 01, 02, 08, 10, 11, 14, 15)
: Bricklaying

3. ENTREPRENEURSHIP DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS

Carpentry
* Electrical ( ind. Electronics )
* Ftting & Tuming (ind. Hydla)uli(s & Pneumatics )

mkﬂ (Petrol & Diesel 4. ADMINISTRATIVE AND CLERICAL COURSES.
M ng
. lélgﬁ;quamn 5. DOMESTIC AND ENRICHMENT COURSES
* Rigging
‘Welding
* ON - SITE TRAINING IS AVAILABLE * CCORRESPONDENCE;
ENQUIRIES; 'VAAL TRIANGLE TRAINING CENTRE
Tel. (016 ) 881350 P.O. BOX 1315
Fax. (016 ) 861350 ( ask for fax) VANDERBIJLPARK, 1900

VAAL TRIANGLE TRAINING CENTRE is an autonomous, non profit, apolitical

association delivering MORE THAN JUST TRAINING !

EM.S. MARKETING ARE NOW THE ADVERTISING
AGENTS FOR MAYIBUYE MAGAZINE.

Wy wld koot s lone SO-10 / UK.

THE VIEWS OF THE ANC AND MAYIBUYE MAGAZINE
ARE NOT NECESSARILY THOSE OF THE ADVERTISERS.

EE 1st Floor Unibank House, cnr. Rivonia Boulevard and 12th Avenue, Rivonia
——  P.O. Box 784162, Sandton, 2146

2 Tk (011) 803-1106/46 Fax: (011) 803-1185
CX 91/12824/23
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gUag
Sotho, Siswati, South Sotho,
Tsonga, Tswana, Venda, Xhosa
. and

The winning entry for each
language will win R7 000,
the Ist runner-up will receive
000 and
 the 2nd runner-up, R1 000.
We invite entries from the public
for the 1993 African Heritage
Literary Awards in the following
categories: short stories or
essays, novels, drama and

Solklore.

R90 000 in prizes will be
awarded to winning entries. Top
entries will also be published.
For a detailed brochure write to:

The African Heritage Literary Awards
Secretary,

Private Bag X08, Bertsham 2013.
Entries close 31 December 1993.




Proof that So Curl is best

Anthony Smith is a reputable Africg,
American businessman. Hi homy
is in Pasadena, Los Angele , Cali
fornia, USA. He is a well travellgg
man with contacts in bog
Europe, Asia and Africa. K
knowledge of black cosmetic
hair care products in particuly
is beyond doubt. 1

During his recent visit to Sout,
Africa we asked him to tiy oy
new So Curl for long asting
curls. His response was over.
whelming, “Right on brother
... Right on ... You compare
with the best in America. | mean
you are the best,” he responded
with enthusiasm.

We are not surprised by M
Smith’s endorsement of our pro-
ducts. Our new So Curl is another
example of our commitment to
product quality. A designer sculpt-
ing Gel and a no drip Spray that
gives hair a wet look yet maintains
hair curly and dry looking.

After Mr Smith’s overwhelming
endorsement of our new So Curl
need we say more about

our wide range of hair |
care products? Yes, one

final word, “Thank you

Mr Smith.”

You can ask Anthony
Smith about our new % AcK
So Curl or better still

try it yourself. It is OO)Q\
available atall leading e
hair salons and retail PRAY,
outlets countrywide.

So Curl for long LACK
lasting Curls from... CIK@ ME

]
Printed by Shereno (011) 422 4177 MOLEYA & ASSOUIATES 1
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