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600 people reject new bill

MORE than 600 resi-

dents from Nyanga,
Langa and Guguletu
rejected the govern-
ment’s “new bill™ at a
meeting held in the
townships,

The Orderly Mowve-

ment and Settlement of
Black Persons Bill has
been described by the
people as a “bad and
vicious bill. If it should
become law, It wil
bring unthinkable hard-
ships to Black people.”

The Western Cape
Civic Associatios
(WCCA) together with
women's organisations,
youth, sporting bodies,
the churches and trade
unions will be taking up
the issue,

The people  are
determined to fight the
“new bill", They said:
“We wish to warn the
government, that if this
bill should be passed,
we will stop at nothing
to  demonstrate our
opposition to it and all
other laws like this,"

Freedom

Residents believe
that the “new bill" will
restrict the freedom of
movement of Black
people  still  further,
“We refuge to be classi-
fied as ‘permanent Ur-
ban Residents’ while
aur fellow brothers and
gisters are called flle-
gals®.

The government's
homelands policy is not
working, Now they are
making life even harder
for us.

We will not be di-
vided. We all deserve to
live and work where
gver we want to and on
every inch of South
African soil”, said one
of the speakers,

This bill will lead to
massive raids to catch
so-called ‘llegal® blacks,
Mot only will it sepa-
rate children from their
parents, but will also
scare the bosses who
would want to employ
people who do not have

Mine
workers

strike
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rights in urban areas,

“We refuse to imple-
ment any law that we
did not make. The peo-
ple shall govern and
Koomhof cannot make
any laws,

After the meeting,
the executive of the
Civic spearheading the
fight against the bill
met.

“We call on all or-
ganisations to support
us in our struggle™, said
a spokesperson for the
Civic.

Bus
objections

MANY community
people are expected to
attend the busfares
hearing of the Road
Transportation Board
on Monday August 30,
Tramways are asking
for a big increase in
fares.

The hearing will take
place in the boardroom
on the 4th Floor of
Medbank Building on
the Foreshore.

The hearing is open
to the public,

MY children are living
on bread and jam, I
won't even be able to
give them that if T am

forced to pay this high said while protesting

electricity account, with more than 50
They will starve.” Woodlands residents.
This is what a mother The people from

Afdakkies to stay

AF-DAKKIES to stay! The City Council has

agreed to this,

Those of you who still want to build af-
dakkies must have a plan, But all af-dakkies
already in City Council areas can stay up.

Why did the City Council decide on this?

They heard from the Kensington R & T
Association that we were unhappy when the
Council men threw down our af-dakkies and
other extensions, The association sent [3
people to tell the Council this must stop, The
13 people chosen at a meeting of 200 resi-
dents told Council that to live properly as a
family we are forced to extend our houses,

They asked Council to give us 2 years to

improve our af-dakkies,

Council decided to first send some coun-
cillors to inspect the area. A few weeks after

their visit, we heard the news:

stay.

Af-dakkies to

Council sent the civic a report of their

Forthare
students
protest
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Rising
cost of
living
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decisions, The repoit says.

* We are now allowed to build extensions
with corrugated iron. The corrugaied iron
must be free of rust and painted regularly.

* Those of us who have extensions will be
given two years to improve on their appear-
ance,

* New extensions will be allowed if they are
done according to a plan,

* Council will open an advice bureau at the
rent office on Saturdays to assist us if we
wish to extend our homes,

* If we want extensions in brick, Council
would build these and increase the rentals
by £ R10 per month,

Mrs Johnson of Factreton said: “Council
did not take this decision because they are
kind-hearted, They were forced to do this
because the people of Factreton were united
and determined. This forced Council to give
in to our demands,”

Health
and
Housing
- Pg. 10

All

ahout
pensions
- Pg. 12

Sacos festival

The South African Council of Sports will be
staging its first national sports festival in Cape
Town in October. Fourteen codas of sports will
be participating in tha four day festival.

Full programme in the next issue of Grassroots.

Victory for Woodlands

Woodlands protested
with banners at the
Civic Centre on Friday,
13 August.

Che day before they
had received their latest
sleciricity accounts, In
many CASES the
accounts were double
the narmal amount.

The group met with
City Administratory
Joe Adams and other
officials in a small hall
on the second floor of
the centre.

Looking around af
the expensive decora-
tions, a housewife said:
“They've even got car-

pets on their wall — I
can’t afford carpets on
our floor, MNow we

know where all our
money is going to.™

Before talking about
the high accounts there
was a clash about the
press,

Press

Joe Adams: “There are
some people from the
press outside. Do you
want them to be pre-
sent during our talks?"
The People: “Yes. Let
the press come in."”

Adams: “*But it is not
necessary for the world
to know , . . This is just
between us,”

People: “We want the
world to know how the
Council is making us

FIGHT NEW BILL

g ffer.”™
Adams: “You can only
get what you want
from us, You won't get
anything from the
press.”

People: “YOU asked us
if the press should be
allowed in, Why did
yvou ask us if vou didn't
want us to answer you?"

Adams: “1 asked you
because I thought
you'd be honest and

say no, After all you
came to ask us for some-
thing, not the press,

He then allowed the
press in,

Joe Adams then said
that because =0 many
metre readers had been
il with *flu, Council
had made an estimate
based on previous aver-
ages. The following
month the metre was
read for both months.

The estimate was
then subtracted from
the double reading to
get the amount due,

A resident said that
the Council only took
estimates in black areas,

“You are a liar"
shouted Joe Adams,

The residents came
to the front of the hall
to show him and his
officials the accounts,

He then agreed that
the accounts would not
be due until the metres
had been read again.
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MORE than 70 000
angry mine workers
went on strike in the
last week of July. By
the end of that" week,

10 workers lay dead
with many more
injured,

And in a massive
show of force by the
mine bosses and the
police, the bosses dis-
missed thousands of
workers and sent them
to the homelands.

The strikes took
place in the Transvaal
at the mines such as
Grootvlei, Stilfontein,
Buffalsfontein and
others, The scene at the
mines 'was tense as
hundreds of policemen
dressed in security over-
alls, with batons and
dogs tried to deal with
workers who refused to
g0 underground. And in
the air, security flying
helicopters with sirens
watched the tense and
militant scene on the
ground,

At  Wesdriefontein,
workers shouting ‘mali’
‘mali® meaning money,
money, stood firm as
the mine security tried
to force the workers
underground.

This was clearly not
a case of tribal fighting
among the workers as
the bosses wanted us to
believe. Mine workers
are not only the lowest
paid of all workers but
work under the most
dangerous conditions.

They are separated
from their families and
the outside world in

huge hostels which look
like prisons. The hostels
are built to control un-
rest.

The bosses have used
many tactics to divide
the workes. In the
hostels Zulu and Sotho
workers are separated,

In this way,
mine bosses hope to
prevent workers from
standing united.

The weeks before
July are always a tense
time on the mines. This
is the month when the
mine bosses usually
announce wage increa-

585,
Wages

This year the workers
were filled with hope
that they would receive
wage increases which
would help them to
make ends mest,

But when the in-
creases were made
known they were the
lowest that the mine
bosses had offered in
many Yyears, In fact,
with the rise in the cost
of living, there was
actually a drop in the
income of the workers,
ers were offered R129
and workers on the
ground a RI00 per
month, The two mine
bosses, known as the
Gold Fields of South
Africa called GFSA,
and the General Mining
Union Corporation cal-

led Gencor, offered
workers the lowest
wages, Widespread

strikes took place at
these mines,

‘We want e UL,
mali, ' ‘
money’

the PN

Why have the mining
bosses offered the wor-
kers lower wage in-
creases this year? The
gold bosses have been
hard hit because of the
drop in the gold price
and because business is
bad this year,

In spite of this, the
bosses are still making
huge profits. The profit
this year was R602
million at the mines

70 000 mmeworkers strike
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Member of the Police Reaction Unit rounded up about 1 ﬁjﬂwmkam

where the strikes took
place.

The workers refused
to. settle for a cut in
their wages at a time

when the bosses are
facing a small drop in
profits.

At the same time,
the white mine workers
were also up in arms.
They too were not pre-
pared to accept a smaller
wage increase. And so

the fight was on of who
was going to get the
biggest slice of the cake.
The white mine workers

or the black workers?
As in all the major
ginikes of 1922 and
1946, the bosses
favoured the white
miners to keep them
satisfied.

They received big-
ger wage increases than
the thousands of black

Mminers.

All these grievances
led to one of the biggest
strikes on the mines
since 1946, To keep
wages low, the mine
bosses have used many
different ways of keep-
ing the workers divided
and powerless, The
miners are not organised
into a strong demo-
cratic trade union, The
bosses have seen to it,

‘Work or go home’

MAKOZI, 19, lives in
the village of Mlambi in
the Mount Frere district
of the Transkei, He was
one of thousands of
workers dismizssed and
sent back to the home-
lands after the strikes
on the gold mines in
July.

This is the story in
his own words of what
happened during the
strike:

“] lived in West Drie-
fontein number two
hostel. We were pro-
mised a wage increase

Workers unite to
protect each other

ABOUT 200 workers
from Dorman Long
Swan Hunter, an engi-
neering firm, are pro-
tecting each other from
retrenchments by all

taking three months
unpaid leave,
The workers, all

members of the General
Workers' Union, were
told recently by mana-
gement that 30 — 40
workers would have to
be retrenched because
of a “downturn in the
engineering industry™.
The GWU workers’
committee, which is
recognised by manage-
ment negotiated a re-
trenchment procedure
with management. The
workers decided they
did not want any wor-
kers to be retrenched
because of the hard-
ghips retrenched wor-
kers have to suffer in
times of high unem-

ployment,

They proposed to
management that all of
them take three months
unpaid leave in cycles
over a period of about
two wears so that no-
one would have to be
retrenched,

A spokesperson
from the GWU said it
was very hard for wor-
kers to be out of jobs
even for three months,

“But they decided it
was better for all of
them to suffer some
hardship than for a few
to suffer extreme hard-
ship by being retren-
ched,” she said.

The spokesperson
added it was important
for management to ne-
gotiate  retrenchment
with workers.

“Management must
use the gaing of the

boom to help soften
the blows of the re-
cession, which always
fall hardest on the
workers,'" she said,

She said the sacrifice
made by the workers of
Dorman Long was a
“real show of unity
between organised wor-
kers™.

“It shows the ex-
tent to which they are
prepared to stand to-
gether to protect each
other," she said.

Just more than a
month ago 13 Trident
Marine woarkers with
rights fto remain per-
manently in Cape Town
volunteered to be re-
trenched first so that
contract workers would
not loge their jobs.

These workers were
aglso members of the
GWL.

but when we-saw in our
pay such a small in-
crease we got angry.

We agreed the peo-
ple on the next shifi
(the night shift) must
not work, Some tried
to go to work, but the
older workers stopped
them. Some people
were beaten up but
they were not really in-
jured.

Grievances

The next day pmple
threw stones on the

windows because the
compound manager
would not listen to our
grievances.

Mine police then

threw tear gas at the
workers, but they could
not control it.

Then strange police
in army uniforms came
on foot and in helicop-
ters and fired tear gas
at us.

We also heard firing
in the other compounds
and we heard a man
had been shot dead in
hostel 6. 1 never saw
any shooting because |
ran out the compound
in fright. I spent the
night in the bush,

The next day (Satur-
day) I returned and was
dismissed and given a
train ticket home, but
we had to wait in the

compound until the
next Thursday before
we could go. What really
made us angry during
the strike was that
management would not
listen to us,

They only sent the
monitors around with
pamphlets saying we
must either work or go
home.

There were threats
that if we did not go to
work we would be
arrested by the police.

In the time I was
there, we were never
satisfied when the
monitors went with our
grievances (o manage-
ment,

United aclion by the
workers is crushed by
force. *Troublemakers™
are victimised, Recently
the white Boilermakers
Society helped form
the Black Mine Workers
Union,

This Society is affilia-
ted to Tucsa and it has
been rumoured that the
constitution has been
written by the Chamber
of Mines.

There was a monitor
in each room and a
senior monitor for the
whole compound., Man-
agement made many
promises but they never
kept them,

We were never told
about trade unions. I
still want to work even
though work on the
mines is hard, but they
told me I would never
work again on the
mines.

My parents are
elderly and they cannot
support me. | have
passed standard seven,
but there is no money
for me to go back to
school.

Sipho fears for his life

SIPHO is a mine wor-
ker, Every day he goes
down a shaft, Walking
a few kilomeires along
narrow  passages, ‘he
climbs into a small
hole.

This is where he will
work for the day along-
side eight other men.
Above him lies three
kilometres of rock. The
fear hangs owver him
that the rocks will
crumhble and close
down upon him,

He works for eight
hours. It is dark, The
only light comes from
his battery-powered
light attached to his
helmet.

The work is un-
healthy. It is heavy and
dangerous. Often, a
fellow worker is hurt
losing a leg or an arm.

The work is tiring,
the sweal pours,

But at last, there is

the long trek back to
the top, There are al-
ways delays in getting a
lift up. The white miners
must go first,

It is 10 hours after
starting work that Sipho
makes it bhack to the
hostel to wash and eat,

He must rest. To-

morrow it s down the
shaft again,

Every day he is
afraid that he will not
make it to the top alive,
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A bad and vicious hill

DR PIET KOORNHOF has once
again promised a “‘new deal™ for
Black people. His ‘‘new deal™
will not allow Black people to
move freely between ten O'clock
at night and five O'clock in the
mornings. They will be arrested
if they do not have permits to be
in the cities. If found guilty, the
government will fine them R500
or send them to jail for 6
months.

We must understand these
bills. We must know what it
means for millions of African
people in our country. In this
way we will be able to organise
ourselves to fight these hills
from becoming law.

The Orderly Movement and
Settlement of Black Persons Bill
was introduced in Parliament in
the dying hours of this year's
session, The government wants
to scrap the old Urban Areas

Act, People who used to have
section 10 rights, will now be
called “Permanent Urban Resi-
dents”, There iz another bill
called the Black Community
Development Bill. Thes two
bills have now been passed to a
commisgion of enguiry who will
report back to parliament before
the bill becomes law,

The bills are bad because the
people will not be able to fight it
in court. If an official decided
that Mrs Nkonto cannot have a
permit to be in Cape Town, it
will be final.

Further, contract workers
from the Transkei, the Ciskei
and other homelands, will only
be able o come to the cities for
a definite period. The years that
they have worked for one boss
will no longer give them the
right to become permanent resi-

dents., This is so because the
government says they are not
South African Citizens,

Ciskeians and Transkeians
make up 90% of the Black popu-
lation of Cape Town. If the hills
are passed, they will not be able
o become permaneni residents
of Cape Town, Nor will their
children if they were born after
the date on which the homeland
from where they come, became
independent, The government
sgays that their children were
never South African citizens,

S0 many African families
suffer daily under the govern-
ment's harsh laws. But this will
will make life even harder for
them. Children can only become
permanent residents of the cities
if both their parents have rights
to be here. If their parents were
never married, the children will

not be able to live here,
The bill also says that:

* Unmarried children and grand-
parents of permanent resi-
dents can stay in town but,

* visitors must have a permit to
stay in the cities at night, No-
one can have a visitor's
permit for more than 14 days
in one year.

® black people from rural areas

who work night shifts in the
cities, must get a permit for
the job. Only then can they
stay in town at night,

® Blacks who do not have jobs,

who are registered to look for
jobs, must apply for a permit
to stay in town at night. The
Influx Control Officer can
refuse to give someone a per-
mit to stay in town at night.
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The Officer can do this if he
thinks that they can travel to
their homes every night.

If the bill becomes law and
any person is found breaking it,
this is what will happen to them,
* You can get fined R500 or

sent to prison for 6 months

for being in town at night
without a permit.

* You can be fined R500 or
sent to prison for 6 months
for allowing a Black person to
stay in your home without a
permit.

* If you look for work in town
without a permit, you can be
fined R500 or sent to prison
for six months.

* Any boss who gives work to
someone who does not have a
permit can be fined RS 000
or sent to prison for 12
months.

Support
for Fort

Hare students

PROTEST at the Uni-
versity of Fort Hare has
once again resulted in
the closure of the umi-
versity and the suspen-
sion of 1500 students.

The strong arm tac-
tics of the university
authorities with the
help of the Ciskeian po-
lice have been condem-
ned by students and
parents throughout the
country.

The students are
now demanding to be
reinstated uncondition-
ally. They are organi-
sing to get the support
of the community and
already five parent-
student commitiees
have been formed. The
committees have also
decided to take the
matter to the Supreme
Court,

Struggle

The Azanian Stu-
dents’ Organization,
called AZASDO, has
come out in support of
the students’ demand.
They have called on
students on all the
campuses to pledge
their support to the
struggle of the Fort
Hare students.

And at the Univer-
gity of the Western
Cape, students have
held a one-day solidarity
boycott, Close to 200
students marched fo
the administration with
placards demanding
that the university
authorities take a stand
on the Fort Hare crisis.

It is the second time
this year that the Uni-
versity of Fort Hare
has been closed. In May
unrest took place when
students walked out of
the graduation cere-
mony in protest against

Chief Lennox Sebe's
presence.
They were defer-

mined to -register their
rejection of the inde-
pendence of the Ciskei

of which Sebe is the
President.

"We reject the
government’s Home-
land policy as part of
the grand Apartheid
plan”, they said,

When students re-
turned to the campus
after the holidays, they
found that there were
no lights in the hostels.

Many students were
forced to study by
candlelight, The situ-
ation got worse when
the examinations star-
ted.

Many students ob-
tained low marks and
faced the possibility of
not being able to write
the final examinations.

A boycott of classes
was started,

The Students’ Inte-
rim Commiftee was
mandated to meet with
the Rector to solve the
problems on campus.

Instead of listening
to their grievances, the
Rector called in the
police and dissolved the
Interim Committee.
The students decided to
continue with the boy-
cott of classes.

The university au-
thorities responded by
calling the Ciskeian po-
lice who invaded the
campus and assaulted
the students,

The studenis have
now returned to the
different areas from
where they come and
are determined to con-
tinue with the fight to
be reinstated uncon-
ditionally.

The Azanian Stu -
dents" Organisation has
circulated petitions on
the warious campuses,
Azaso has called on all
people in South Africa
to pledge their soli-
darity with the students
and to register their
‘disgust at the actions
of the Fort Hare autho-
rities and the Sebe
police’.
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600 residents from Langa, Nyanga & Guguletu rejected the governments ‘new bill"

RESIDENTS of Tafel-
gsig and Easiridge have
beenn told that no
schools would be built
in their areas by next

year,
This has angered the
residents:. They were

told earlier this year
that the schools prob-
lem would be sorted
out by next year,
Recently the Depart-
ment of Internal Affairs
announced that schools

Tribute
to Albert

will probably only be

this a busload of mem- the

want buses — We want

built in Tafelsig in schools” and “We are

1984, not fools We want
schools™.

When they heard They demanded that

Department buikd

bers of the Tafelsig schools before next

Residents' Association  year,

(TRA) went to the

Department’s offices in Residents said they

Wynberg to protest Wwere gcared to let ther

against the lack of small children travel

schoaols, alone by bus to school.
They had posters They said they had

which read: “We don't many problems with

SUNDAY, August 15, was remembered as
Mational Luthuli Day, It was a day to show the
people’s respect for Chief Albert Luthuli as a
leader of the people. The Chief died 15 years
A0,

Meetings were held in different parts of the
country., In Cape Town, close to 400 people
attended a memorial meeting at 5t Marks Hall
in Athlone. At the meeting many speakers paid
tribute to the Chief, There was also music,
poetry, singing and a play showing how badly
workers are treated,

Chief Albert Luthuli was President of the
banned African National Congress from 1952
until his death in 1967. Speaker after speaker
said that the Chief was a wise and brave leader
who spoke for all the oppressed people in our
country.

One of the speakers said that “the Chief
stood for unity among our people. He was also
the first to see the need for organising our
people in the rural areas.”

He also said that “Chief Luthuli was at the
head of a movement in the country against
many unjust laws, There was the defiance cam-
paign of 1952 when thousands protested against

the buses,

got lost or came late for
school,

would have been sorted
out if there wers schools
in the area,™ residents
said.

of schoolgoing age weni
with
protest in Wynberg.

‘We want schools’

school because their
parents cannot afford
the busfares to send
them to schools outside
the area,

A department offi-
cial told the people that
schools would only be
opened towards the end
of next year.

Children sometimes

“All these problems

Many small children
Residents started

moving into Tafelsig
and Eastridge at the
start of this year.

their parents o

They do not attend

unjust Apartheid laws. There was also the
campaign to draw up the Freedom Charter in
1955 which set out the demands of all the
people of South Africa.”

He pointed out that not much has changed
in the last 30 years. *The people are still
fighting for lower rents and bus fares, for
housing, security and comfort. For higher
wages and equal education. The demands of
the Freedom Charter have still not been met,

Messages of support for the memorial
meeting came from the Natal Luthuli Com-
mittee; the United Women"s Organisation; Con-
gress of South African Students (COSAS) and
the Azanian Students Organisation (AZASQ).

A Cosas speaker said, “'We say, Luthuli still
lives with us. He will not die for as long as
Apartheid and exploitation exists.

The only way in which we can honour his
memory is to organise wherever our people live
and work.,”

“The chief dedicated his life to freedom
and justice. We should draw courage and
inspiration from his life and work™, said a
representative from Azaso.
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Kensington

KEENSINGTON res-
dents are angry. The
authorities want to
double the value of the
land. This will mean
rates will go up.

The people refuse to
accept this, They say
there are poor sports
fields, a shortage of
creches and libraries,
Very little improv-
ments have been made
in the area,

The Kensington/Fac-
treton Ratepavers and
Tenants Association
called a meseting last
month to discuss the

rejects
rates
increases

® The samples selected f
by CPA were not |

problem, Only 100 peo-
ple came,

“We must have the
meeting and speak to
those who were ftoo
lazy to attend', an
elderly resident said,

“But this should not
stop us from fighting
the problem.”

30 people then
volunteered to collect
objections from the
other residents.

The people agreed
what they would point
out when the object to
the revaluation, This
was:

We are proud to be
the printers of

GRASSROOTS
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print requirements!
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+ Wedding Cards & Invitations
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Magazines & Publications
Rubber Stamps
Colour Catalogues
Photo-Typesetting

ESQUIRE PRES

(PTY)
LTD.
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Hein Road, Athlone Industria
Phone 67-1260/1

representative of the
whole area,

®* There had been no

improvement to
facilities in the area.

#® The cost of land in

Black Areas was
being increased be-
cause of the Group
Areas Act.

The value of R6,50
per square metre de-
cided upon by the CPA
for the area was there-
fore too high,

After the meeting
the Association had
only one week before
the closing date for
objections,

In this time wvolun-
teers collected more
than 500 letters of ob-
jection, The number
would have been closer
to 2 000 if more people
had helped and they
had more time, the
volunteers said,

This shows us the
people in the area res-
ponded well to the
problem,

Representatives of
the Association handed
the 520 letters of ob-
jection to the Secretary
of the Valuations court
on the closing date,

The Secretary, Mr
van der Lith, said: *I
have neéver seeén 350

many obhjections.

“This will disrupt
my programme.”

Delegates learnt that
valuations 1  most
white areas had de-
creased while most
black areas faced in-
CTEasEes,

A sub-committes
was elected to co-ordi-
nate further action on
the 1ssue.

It was decided to

80 women took the torn up forms to CHL.

RESIDENTS of Bishop
Lavis tore up survey
forms sent to them by
the Citizens Housing
League.

The people did this

THERE will be no
more late coming for
Hout Bay scholars, The
bus will take them
right to the school

gate, For years oaly
white scholars were

taken to their schools.
The Hout Bay Youth

decided to change this.

They seni a letter to

City Tramways demand-

ing:

1. That a schoel bus

depart from Hout Bay |

Harbour at 06H50,

2. That this bus drop |
all students in front of =

their school gates or at
a central point, eg.
Wynberg Station, ex.
cept where schools are
on route,

City Tramways re-
plied, saying that the
letter was receiving
attention, The Youth
decided to send a dele-
gation to Tramways be-

it a meeting called by
the Bishop Lavis Action
Committee on Monday
July 29, More than 400
angry residents attended
the meeting.

The rezsidents recei-
ved survey forms before
the meeting offering
them three ways n
which they could get
electricity.

Bus victory
for Houthay

to be late for school

They will no longer

have this problem. The
Hout Bay Youth helps

young people to solve

any longer,
When they came to
school late, they have

Lavis tenants tear
up survey forms

One way, was for
residents to pay R31,00
more on their rent,
CHL said the extra
money would make it
possible for them to get
a lnan to install elec-
tricity in the area .

But the people of
Bishop Lavis have been
waiting for this loan for
five yvears already.

At the meeting, one
angry resident said:

*CHL behandel ons. e

met minagting, en ons
sal hulle met die selide
minagting behandel,”
He then suggested
the people present tear
up their survey forms
and everyone agreed,

The people then de-
cided to take the torn
up forms and a letter to
CHL. The letter said

§ the people would con-

tinue the fight for elec-
tricity and that the sur-
vey form was used to

7 trick the people.

Eighty women tur-
ned up on Monday,
August 2, and took the
letter and the torn up
survey forms to CHL.

Their action - shows
the people of Bishop
Lavis are still deter-

work very closely with P ¢ atav afier school such blems mined to achieve their
other organisations who cause they did not want Y ) e ’ demand “Ons will
had objected. lektriek hé."

CINE 400 BUILDING
COLLEGE ROAD
RYLANDS ESTATE
NOW OPEN
GALAXY - DISCO

PHONE: 67-9132/3
“OPEN SIX NIGHTS A WEEK"
MONDAY — SATURDAY

ALSO

FOR ALL YOUR PAINTING & BUILDING REQUIREMENTS

CONTACT THE EXPERTS
-
g5

H_H_,_uq;_a.._.r.!_.__u_imt.ﬁ_
BAMPWEIL HAREWARE
==EE- n‘I ey i

5 Mgl Rgad Figies ln-p Pr SR8 TE 83519
HERE ARE JUST A FEW OF OUR SPECIALS ! Wsior Rosd. Gassy Pask Ph 72 8887772 11l

57 Beigravia Road Amione Ph &5 9500670150

also sl POLMA PLACE, TOWM CENTRE, MITCHELLS PLAIN, Ph. 62-3354

® STRUCTURAL TIMBERS,
BOARDS, FORMICA

® PAINTS

OF ATHLONE

BE YOUR JEWELLER
CINE 400 CINEMA

PHONE: 67-9027/8, 67-5391

e GENERAL HARDWARE

® GARDEN TOOLS & Athlone City Centre

Athlone

Metro Cinema Complex
Symphony Walk

Town Centre

Mitchells Plain

Phéz 4788

FULLY AIR CONDITIONED
LUXURY CINEMA

FOR THE BEST IN
CINEMA ENTERTAINMENT
TELEPHONE BOOKINGS ACCEPTED

SANITARYWARE DAILY 10.30 AM. — 7.30 A.M.




Grassroots September, 1982

26 years after the march ......

AUGUST ¥

WOMEN
FIGHT

DR, T TR

TRA AN LA A

"WOMEM fight on,
struggle, mobilise,
unite”, This was the

message of the United
Women's Organisations
(UWO) commemoration
of the 26th anniversary
of National Women's
Day.

The meeting was
attended by more than

000 people at the
Bonteheuwel Civic Hall
on Sunday Eth August,

The Chairperson of
the UWO called on the
women of South Africa
to stand up and fight,
*We need these 20 000
women who undertook
the march to Pretoria in
1956, she said .

The march to Pre-
toria against passes
showed the courage of
our women and their
ability to organise. In
their letters to Prime
Minister Strijdom, they
said, “We have come
not to plead or beg, but
to ask for what is our
right as women, a5 wor-
kers and as citizens of
our country™,

The guest speaker,
Mrs Helen Joseph, who
helped to organise the

f march to Pretoria in

1956, told the story of
the past and the lessons
for today,

She relived the
months of preparation
for the march, efforts
by the system to dis-

unite the women and
then, the triumph of
the protest of 20 000.

The crowd at Bonte-
heuwe] sat in silence as
they listened to- this
tireless fighter for a free
and undivided South
Africa.

And then they rose

Big polio epidemic

NEARLY 500 children
have caught polio since
the polio epidemic first
began four months ago.
Forty-five children
have died.

Most of the cases in
the recent outbreak
have happened in the
bantustans -~ Gazan-
kulu, Garankuwa and
Lebowa, Only one case
has been found in the
Johannesburg area,

Most of the il

children are being
treated in the former
mission hospitals of
Letaba and Shiluvane,
near Tzaneen in the
MNorth-eastern Trans-
vaal, Both are run
by the Gazankulu
authorities.

There is much
poverty and mal-
nutrition in these areas
and health services are
poor, Polio is only one
of the diseases which

might kill a child before
it reaches adulthood.
Tuberculosis, Kwashi-
orkor and cholera are

just some of the
disesses which the
undernourished child-

ren of poor families
are vulnerable to.

the first batches of
polic vaccine which
wWere sent up to

Northern Transvaal
after the epidemic first
broke out weré no
good. It is essential to
keep polio vaccine cold
and apparently, some
of these batches were
kept in mnormal tem-
peratures for some time
so that even children
who had been wvaccl-
nated were not protec-
ted from the polio.

to pay tribute to her in
a special song. “‘lgama
i ka Helen Joseph,
malibongwe"” {Let’s
praise the name of
Helen Joseph).

Helen Joseph has
been banned many
times, house arrested
and jailed,

The day's pro-
gramme included plays
by the different
branches explaining
high prices and child
care,

These are the two
uniting themes of the
organisation,

Posters and picture

displays told the story
of the suffering of our

Helen Joseph and Dora Tamana marched with the women in 1956.

women,

Children also had a
special part to play in
the programme,

The Nyanga Play-
group put on a Gum-
boots Dance while two
choirs trained by the
Guguletu branch of the
UWQO sang songs of
determination and hope
in the future,

Throughout the day,
the women sang their
songs. The cold weather

did not dampen the
warm spirit of the
meeting,

The women’s Day

commemoration ended
with a dedication to

build unity and demo-

cracy in the organi-
sation of women,
The women have

taken 20 years to come
together again after the
march to Pretoria. But

they hawve gained
strength from these
women and their
struggles,

Following the wo-
men of the 50's the
UWD appeals to all

women not to be divi-
ded by their differences
but wunited by their
common need — the
need to struggle against
the hardships suffered
by all oppressed and ex-
ploited women,

'.l i

The polio ward at Letaba hosp
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ital in the Transvaal.

Although the auth-
orities are very busy
vaccinating all the
children in the area
now, there have been
reports that some of
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A SPEAKER from the UWO out-
lined the issue of High Prices, the
Uniting theme of the UWO,

“Everyone has a right to proper
housing, proper medical facilities
and job security, These are the
government's responsibilities,™ the
speaker said.

“But in South Africa, we are
denied these rights, It is a disgrace
that in this land of plenty, people
die of starvation, No doctor writes
a death certificate saying **Starvat-
ion is the cause of death'. But we
know that cholera, TB and other
diseases are causeéd by starvation.

We are told that these illnesses
arise because we are ignorant, lazy
or dirty, We know that this is not
so, If people don't buy proper food,
it's because they can't afford it.

The effect of high prices on the
lives of working people came out in
the play of the UWO Gardens
branch and the Masekululeke
Drama Group. The group showed
how a family forced to live on R30,
a week tries to survive, Heart-

Fight high prices

broken parents end up taking L.
children out of school and sending
them to work,

A trade union speaker talked
about Wages and High Prices. “In
these times we see that the amount
of goods that a worker's wages can
buy decreases regularly. This hits
us specially hard when we, as
mothers, cannot meet our food
accounts and we watch our families
suffer, But we must not be afraid
to unite and stand up against these
prices."™

WHAT CAN WE DO?

® The UWD is working inm all areas
to inform people about why
prices are high,

® The UWO calls on people in
their communities to take up the
1ssue

® The UWO calls on the trade
unions to unite with the com-
munity in this struggle.
“High prices affect us all,” a

speaker said, “let us take up the

campaign together.”

(OPP. POST OFFICE) GATESVILLE

PARKFAIR CENTRE, LANSDOWNE (OPP. LANDROST HOTEL)
COR. WALNUT AND LANSDOWNE RD. (BUS STOP 18)
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SPECIAL OFFER

CHILDREN R7.99
LADIES R8.99
MENS A9.99

GENUINE LEATHER SANDALS
ASSORTED STYLE AND COLOURS

Hz-‘rgg MNEVER TO BE
BLACK TAN REPEATED |poys' 0to 112 999
OR SUEDE YOUTHS 2 to 512 11,99
JUST ARRIVED MARS BOOTS

SIZES 5 -10

R16.99

with leather
insole

MANY MORE BARGAINS AVAILABLE
LAYBYES TAKEN

EXCLUDING G.5.T
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COMMENTS

Fighting high
food prices

OVER the last few vyears, communi-
ties in the Western Cape and elsewhere
have stood together in the fight for
better housing and living conditions.

Students have organised against in-
ferior education and workers have
fought with great militancy for higher
wages, better working conditions and the
right to elect democratic factory rep-
resentatives,

Yet, one issue which has not been
taken up by our organisations in the past
few years is the rising food prices. The
average working family Epﬂnd@ at least
40% of their wages on food. Wage
increases won by trade unions are
slipped out of our people's pockets by
rocketing food prices.

This is one issue that we must take up.

Recently, striking motor workers de-
manded a minimum wage of R502 per
month, Many may think that this wage
demand is too high. But, workers are
saying if we want to be able to keep our
families healthy, this is the wage that we
need.

And, while the pﬂﬂplE are struggling
to feed their families, the food firms are
making huge profits. Almost all the food
factories in the country are owned by
two major companies. These companies
are Premier Milling and Tiger Oats. Be-
tween them, they feed off the people
making huge profits each year.

The wurkari#whu produce the food
do not benefit. But this is the tragedy
of life in South Africa for all workers.
To overcome this, we need to stand to-
gether and join democratic people’s
organisations such as our unions, civics
and women's organisations.

This vyear, the United 'ﬂl'umm 3
Organisations adopted the theme “‘fight
high food prices”’, A food committea has
been formed by the organisation to
understand the issue and to prepare the
organisation for a campaign. We see thls
as a step in the right direction.

Students
fight on

THE University of Fort Hare has been
closed. 1 500 students have been suspen-
ded. Instead of doing something about
the grievances of the students, the uni-
versity authorities chose to settle the
matter with the help of the Ciskeian
police.

Throughout the country, parents and
students have condemned the high
handed actions of the university authori-
ties,

The students have called on all stu-
dent organisations and the community
to support them in their demand for un-
conditional reinstatement. We must
support the students in their fight.

The struggles of the students for one
equal educational system is till fresh in
the minds of many, This is an ongoing
fight. We need to strengthen the organi-
sation of students at schools, colleges
and universities through such campaigns
and by taking up the issues facing
students.

The Fort Hare crisis shows clearly that
only when students are organised and
have mass support, can they press
forward with their demands.
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We want to hear your views. Write to Grassroots, P.0. BOX 181, Athlone 7760
Or telephone our office at 22-0264. We look forward to hearing from you.

FOR some time now |
have been attending

fmeetings of the United

Womens Organization
and have listened to our
peoples” problems and
grievances.

It is only when we
come into contact with
the less privileged sec-
tions of our community
that an awareness is
created of their plight,

their hardships and

their frusirations.

It is only through
involvement with the
community that one
realises the suffering of
those who have to
endure endless misery
because of the colour
of their skins,

But what have we as
women done to alleviate

the hardships experien-
ced by the greater sec-
tion of sour commu-

" nity?

There is so much
that can be achieved by
participating in the
activities of organisa-
tions which strive for
the upliftment of all
our people,

For. far long

too

Call for women
to get organised

have we remained in
the comfort of our
homes when there are
80 many people in our
community for whom
_suffering and hardship
is part of their daily
lives,

I would earnestly
like to appeal to the
women from the Ry-
lands and Cravenby
areas to form their own

‘Crossroads spirit

READING through the
GRASSROOTS Vol 3
Mo, 3 1 came across a
story on page three
telling us about Cross-
roads’ spirit which has

gone to sleep.

I am writing most
about poverty and dep-
rivation which is an
overwhelming dialogue
in Aﬁ'{:l.

CROSSROADS MASSACRE
To all the people living in the Crossroads District down in

Cape Province

We felt much discontentment

And we are shedding tears for blood.
Yet living conditions are getting worse daily
They stand at least a chance in planting,

But their soil js fertile

They can still vield sufficiently

But nowl
Then it is too late,

They were supposed to leave behind their own soil,
I saw. the Crosaroads Blacks marching out of their own

|
To unknown destinations,

They were marching slowly with their children

goes to sleep’

I for one would
quote again : “‘Rome
was not built in a day.”
About 70 per cent of
the Blacks in Africa are
liberated,

It needs a major
effort to liberate that
part remaining.

Here is one of my
poems about Cross-
roads.

Because they left their land reluctantly,

I saw them chatter and chatter as they moved.
A mass rock stood ahead of them

They all stood, stocd by the rock in a mab,

A militant young man stood within them

And with polite voice said:

“Brothers and sisters we are not here

To bury one of the Party
But to share equal idealogies

To aid in the search for safe land where
We are allowed fo exercise ability.

Today we are lHke the lsraelites in captivity nearby the

river of Babylon

They were ill-treated like slaves

Like the people of Crossroads Like the Israelites in

Babylon
Alfred Maseko - Sebokeng

groups and become
affiliated to the United
Womens Organisation
thus  creating a feeling
of joint community
awareness of the plight
of our underprivileged,

I am sure yvou all
have problems; and it is
only by coming together
and discussing them
that solutions may be
found to matters that
affect our daily lLives
and our future,

The notorious Group
Areas Act his separated
us, but let our actions
unite our objectives,
Please do - not let us
wake up when it is too
late; The time is now!

UWO0 member

Thank
you

THE Waodlands Action
Committes held a film
show in aid of Grass-
roots funds. We realized
R1800 which is en-
closed.
Thanking you,
Yours in the Ci'l.l‘ic:
struggle.
N.Truter
Treasurer of Woodlands
Action Committee.

A big thank you —
GRASSROOTS Fund-
raising Commitiee,
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MOST of us in this
country earn too little
to  build our own
houses. The EOVErn-
ment therefore has to
build houses for us.
Governments all over
the world do this.

“We believe that all
people should have the
right to live where they
choose, to be decently

THIS?

fort and security.”

This is what Cahac
believes.

Cahac, which stands
for Cape Areas Housing
Action Committee, is
the organisation fight-
ing for better houses in
Cape Town,

Cahac - believes in

decent housing for all.

DO WE DESERVE

Are you walking the streets looking for a house to live in? You are not
the only one. The council’s housing list is getting longer and longer
every day. And now the government has decided to spend less money
on housing for us. They say they have no money. They say they must
save money when they build our houses. How do they plan to do this”
What will this mean for us?

In 1974, the govern-
ment set down certain
standards for houses.

They said all houses
built with government
loans must have a store-
room, shelves in or near
the kitchen, inner doors
to all bedrooms, a bath-
room, toilet and - a
kitchen sink | electricity,

Does vour house
have all this?

A few weeks ago,
the government decided
to change these stan-

dards,

And instead of mak-
ing them better, they

month. Houses that are
built for us will have no
ceilimgs, no electricity,
no paint on the inside

walls and no floor
COVETINE.
Iz this what we

deserve? What will this
mean for us?

ricity and ceilings, they
learnt many things.

® They found that
people living without
electricity spend up to
RE0 a month on wood,
paraffin and gas. This is
four times what most
people spend on electri-

CAP HOUSES

S

N{
%

i
HOUSES'

often drips
from the roof making
the house damp. The
dampness gives the

Water

people chest com-.
plaints.
® Living without bath-
rooms or doors on bed-
rooms means that
people have no privacy.
These conditions are
bad for the health of

our people. Many of us

housed and to raise
their families in com-

Is this what the govern-
ment believes in?

floor coverings and ceil-
ings in most cases,

have made the stan- city.

dards worse. When the Bishop » They found that
The new standards Lavis Action Com- houses without ceilings

will be for all of us who mittee, Blac, started gare very hot in summer

earn less than R150 a their fight for elect- and very cold in winter,

suffer from TB and
other diseases.

If these conditions
are bad for us, why
then has the govern-
ment decided to lower
the standards?

The government
wants to build maore
houses because they

can see we are be-
ginning to fight for this
right. By lowering the
standards, they will be
able to build more hou-
ses  without spending
more. Ilhey do not
want to spend more be-
cause they need all the
money for buying guns
and seeing (o the army.

The new standards
will apply only to some
of us, Does the govern-
ment want to keep
some of us poor?

People must discuss
this matter in their or-
ganisations. With the
great shortage of houses,
it will not be easy for
us to refuse to move
into such houses.

But must we be
silent?
Do we deserve this?

PLANS are underway to set up a
Legal Resources Centre (LRC) in
Cape Town This will make it
possible for people who cannot
afford to pay lawyers fees to get
good legal advice and fight their
cases in court.

An LRC has existed in
Johannesburg for the last three
Vears.

It has taken up community
and workers® grievances such as
bus fare increases, unemploy-
ment insurance, workmen's com-
pensation and pensions.

The proposed LRC would
consists of a centre headed by
three or four experienced attor-
nies and advocates. This centre
would
* fight cases in court
* organise and supervise various

legal aid clinics in different

communities and townships
staffed by university law stu-
dents

* support community plans to
set up advice offices,

Before an LRC can get off
the ground in Cape Town
several important issues have to
be faced.

The first is the question of
funding, LRC’s cost a lot to run
even though they are non-profit
making organisations. This is
because their staff includes lead-
ing advocates and attornies.
They run a wide range of
services, and fight costly cases in
court.

This year’s budget of the
Johannesburg LRC is R290 000,
As the clients do not pay for the
legal assistence, this money has
to be raised elsewhere,

The Johannesburg LRC was
started with funds from three
American foundations. The
Carnegie Corporation of New
York, the Ford Foundation and
the Rockefeller Brothers Fund.
Mow additional funds come
from other American donors as
well as corporations in South
Africa, a newspaper charity fund
and the Wits Rag fund.

From these contributions the
Johannesburg LRC has over two
hunded and thirty rand towards
its 1982 budget.

Additional funds will have to
be found if an LRC is to be
opened in Cape Town. Most
community organisations and
trade unions in Cape Town have
said that they will not be able to
support an LRC who receives
money from  unacceptable
sources.

In particular they are strongly
opposed to funds being obtained
from the Urban Foundation,

which is financed by big business.
The Urban Foundation came
into existence after the 1976 up-
risings. Because uprisings
threaten to decrease profits,
capitalists realised the need to
maintain ‘law and order’. The
Foundation goal is to upgrade
living conditions like housing
and so lessen the real grievances
of our people. It is rejected by
many people because it is seen
to have a political motive aimed
at building up a “black middle
class” and weakening demands
and pressures for fundamental
political and social change.

Another major issue is the
role of the proposed LRC in
relation to community organi-
sations. For an LRC to operate
successfully, it would have to
make sure that community
organisations participate in the
direction and management of
the centre so that it remained

Should we take
money from
big business

responsive to community per-
ceptions and relevant to com-
munity needs,

Community organisations
also believe that an LRC should
concentrate on cases that do not
only concern a single individual
but have an affect on the wider
community and strengthen
community organisation.

Community and  worker

organisations involved in the dis-
cussions concerning the estab-
lishment of the LRC are con-
sulting their members before
they take a position on the pro-
ject. Several have indicated that
they support the idea in princi-
ple, as long as the issues of fund-
ing and community participation
are properly addressed.

* A gimilar problem faces
people in the Kewtown area
where the big petrol company,
Mobil, has given money for
houses to be built,

THE BBSK Residents’ Asso-
ciation gave their view to Grass-
roots:

BABS and Mobil have just
completed what tenants have
come to call ‘die metjie-box
huise’' in Kewtown. The people
se¢ the BABS-Mobil project as
nothing but another infill
scheme. Now the Council has
stepped in with plans to build
102 more houses amongst the
flats in Kewtown. The people of
Kewtown through BBSK want
to fight against this,

BABS-Mobil have advertised
their scheme as the way to ‘com-
munity progress’. The BABS-
Mobil houses are ‘koophuise’
with initial rents of R66 00 per
month — about 3 times more
that what the majority of Kew-
town tenants presently pay.
BBSK insists that progress will
only be made once every single
family is decently housed,

Rich companies get richer
from the enormous profits they
make by paying low wages to
their workers, These workers
struggle to survive with their low
pay packets and as tenants live
under terrible conditions. The
interests of all rich companies, as
expressed via BABS-Mobil and
the Urban Foundation are
totally opposed to those of the
expressed and exploited,

Tenants will not be deceived
by the falze claim that the
BABS-Mobil scheme is the way
to ‘community progress’. Real
change will only come with: the
collective struggle of workers
and tenants led by their own
organisation,
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Poor housing and living conditions causes TB

‘Why give

us such

houses?’

‘THE pain started in
my back. I got thin and
tired, so very tired, It
was like having asthma
sometimes - 1 just
could not breathe. The
doctors cut away two
of my ribs to get to my
lungs. I was very sick,”
gaid Johanna Baron, 20,
of Bellville South.

TB

Johanna had TB, one of
the most serious sick-
nesses in this country.
In Cape Town alone
there were 2 636 TB
cases in 1977. Today,

that

clinics say
453 people in Bellville
have the sickness,

the

Johanna believes
that the bad housing
made her sick. *“The
cold hits through the
walls. Many people
have TB because they
are living on top of one
another. When [ be-
came sick two years
ago, the doctor said 1
must sleep on my own,

Daughter

But how could I? There
were ten of us living in
one house. The shock
came when my daugh-
ter Charlene also got
sick. The sickness was
in my milk, She was
still a baby then, We
both had treatment for
more than a year, | had
three operations before
I recovered, I still feel
so tired and cannot
work very hard,

“Why must they give
us such houses which
make us sick?' she
asked.

We have no cellings.
The water drips from

roof all the time.

We have no electricity.

Our children study by candielight.
We have no drains.

The germs breed in our yards.
People have died here.

TB is a serious disease
that should not occur
at all in a wealthy coun-
try. Yet in South Africa
more than ten people
die from TB every day
and at least 100 000
people get TB each

yedr,

Why is TB so com-
mon?

At a conference held
by medical students of
the University of Cape

5 o *‘ﬁar
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Pﬂﬂr‘ hausmg and Irwng cﬂndﬂmns causes TB.

0rgamsmg for a
healthier future

Bellville South residents
are asking: Is this what
the government wants?

More than 20 years
ago, the government
built the houses which
today help to make the
people  ill.  Bellville
South residents know
how it is to live in
houses with no ceilings,
no electricity and ce-
ment floors.

NMow we hear that
the government wanits
to build more such
cheap houses,

Tthat
many DE us will be put

means

into- houses which will
make us sick, Are we

YOUR FAMILY CHEMISTS

ATHLONE
PHARMACY

Dispensing and pholographic chemisis

Stockists of Rewvion,

Fine tooth steel combs

* Athlone City Centre
Athlone 7764
Phone: 67-4737

Yardley, Lutsine
and all iypas
of cosmelics.

for nits and lice

Liurﬂretashﬁtdaltﬁe!hm

Town recently, speak-
ers made it clear the TB
is a disease caused by
low wages, poor hous-
ing, poor nutrition, and
unhealthy living condit-
10ms,

TB is a serious chest
infection which occurs
when people have a low
resistance to illness due
to poor food and bad
living conditions, TB is
s0 common in South

going to allow this?

The people of Bell-
ville South realise today
that they did not put
up any fight when they
moved in.

“We were forced to
move from (Oakdale
when it was declared a
white area,” the people
told Grassroots,

“There was nowhere
else for us to go. If we
knew more, we could
have done something to
make the council
change the houses.”

Committee

“Come of us have
come together to form
a committee to do
something about the
problems here,'" said
Aunt Viwwvie of 245
Armada Crescent, Bell-
wille South, “The name
of the committee is the
Bellville South Housing
Action Committee. We
want to form a resi-
dents association later
this year,” she said.

If vou have a prob-
lem or want to help the
committee, go to Aunt
Vivvie at number 245,

Bahy
show

® The committee re-
cently held a Lucky
Number Baby Show
which 200 residents
attended. Three
babies got first prizes
and 20 got consol-
ation prizes. The
show was held on 31
July at the N.G.
Church Hall.

WHO IS TO BLAME?

Africa because these
conditions are so com-
mon,

To understand why
TB has become s0 ser-
ious it is important to
understand South
Africa's history.

One of the speakers
at the conference said
that before capitalism
and the migrant labour
system, South Africa's
people were able to
support themeselves
properly and TB was
rare, When gold was dis-
covered on the Rand,
many YOung men were
forced to go and work
on the mines.

Crowded

Then, in 1913 the
Land Act was passed,
leaving only 13% of the
land for the majority of
South Africa’s people.
These and other rea-
gons led to owver-
crowding and poverty
in the rural areas and
TB spread throughout
the country.

Many workers work
in conditions that in-
crease their chances of
getting TB. On the
mines people work in
hot, humid, dustry con-
ditions which are bad
for the lungs and chest.
Through the migrant
labour system, TB

Come to
okaap
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s back fto
slands.
Workers who get TB
have difficulty getting
compensation and
often lose their jobs.
In industry, checks to
find out if people have
TB are often poor.

the

Often people who
get TB are made to feel
that they are to blame
for getting sick. But no
amount of health edu-
cation will help if people
have to live under poor
conditions with low
wages and bad housing,
It is the duty of the
State to provide better

housing and of the
bosses to pay higher
wWages.

* A video was also
shown about THB in the
Western Cape. It inclu-
ded interviews with
people suffering from
TB and health workers
who treat TB.

Many people felt
that the video could be
used to stimulate dis-
cussion about health
at meetings, in schools
and community organi-
sations.

The video can be ob-
tained by contacting
Health Care Trust, 41
Scott Rd,, Observatory.
Ph. 47-2846.

meeting

“We have to pay rent
through the bedroom
window of the care-
taker’s house,” Schot-
cheskloof residents say.

One of the oldest
areas in Cape Town
but still Schotcheskloof
has no housing office.

“We have no housing
office, no creche, no
community centre,

“If we want to play
a soccer match, we will
find the nearest field in
Green Point.

“Are they trving to
force us from the area
so that the whites can
move In?" the people

are asking.

The organisation in
the area, the Schotches-
kloof Civic Association,
has for a number of
vears  battled with
council to improve the

area, Council has only
made promises but
nothing else,

“We decided to call
together other organi-
sations and clubs in the
area to discuss our
problems,” a member
of the civic told Grass-
roots.

At this meeting, the

people decided to go to
the City Council to
point out the main
problems.

They demanded the
selling of all houses, the
building of a commu-
nity centre, creche and
clinic, They also de-
manded sports fields.
Councils reply was
“We have no money™.

“Must we believe
this?" residents are say-
ing.

We must meet to dis-
cuss what we can do.”

The civic is holding
a meeting on Monday
13 September at the Ou
Skooltjie, Penz Street.
If you think we deserve
a better deal, come to
the meeting and bring
your neighbour along.

The organisations
that have worked with
the civic are: Nurul
Izslam Mosque Commii-
tee, Nur-el-Hamediah
Mosque Committee,
Peninsula Soccer Lea-
gue, representing nine
clubs, the United
Cricket Club, Schot-
cheskloof Rugby Club,
the Old Boys Rugby
Football Club and the
tennis club,
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FIGHT AGAINST POLIO

THE Advice page of
GRASSROOTS has had
several queries about
polio, We have decided
to put all these together,
and to answer the ques-
tions we have been
asked most often,

WHAT IS POLIO?

Palic & a disease
which can affect the
whole body.

The person who has
bad polio becomes lame
in the one part of the
body, usually a leg.
This can go on to affect
both legs, and then
even the rest of the
body,

If it is very severe it
may even affect the
muscles of breathing
and lead to difficulty in
breathing.

WHAT CAUSES
POLIO?

It is caused by a
germ called a  polio
virus,

The germ enters the
body through the
mouth, and then travels
through the body to
the nervous system.

Here it causes the
biggest problem,

If a person takes
food or water which is
dirty and has the polic
germ in it, that person
may get polio.

WHO GETS POLIO?

It wusually affects
young children who
crawl around and put
dirty things into their
mouths.

It iz also more com-
mon in those areas
where people don't
have enough toilets or

clean running water,

In these places it 15
not easy for people to
keep their food and
their surroundings
clean, So their children
have a bigger chance of
picking up the germ,

HOW CAN POLIO BE
PREVENTED?

If people have clean
ftoilets and  running
warter, there 5 less
chance for the germ to
cause problems, So, we
must see to it that all
people have toilets and
clean water.

It can also be pre-
vented by polio drops
which are given out at
the clinics to young
babies,

When babies are 3
months, 42 months, 6
months and 18 months
old the clinic gives
them injections and
polioc drops to help
them from getting
different sicknesses,

The children should
not drink milk for one
hour before and one
hour after getting the
drops.

This is because the
milk may stop the
drops from working p

properly.

I[f the baby has had
these drops at the right
times, even if he puts
dirty things from the
floor or from the yard
into his mouth, his
body can fight the
polio germ. He will not
get the disease,

HOW DO PARENTS
KNOW THAT THEIR
CHILDREN HAVE

Treating

ringworms

RINGWORM is a very
common skin problem
which is also known as

“omloop™”. The name

ringworm is misleading
because it has nothing
to do with worms.

It is caused by atype
of germ called a fungus.
Ringworm makes a
round itchy place on
the skin in the shape of
a ring.

Ringworm is infec-
tious and like many

other skin problems it
spreads much easier in
overcrowded living con-
ditions.

It is passed on by
touching infected peo-
ple or by touching
infected dogs or cats.

Sometimes children
get ringwork on their

heaade H leaves hald

patches on the scalp
where the hair has
broken off.
WHAT CAN BE DONE?
There are different
ways of treating ring-
worm, but you will
need patience because
it can take up to six

weeks to be cured.
Try the following
treatment:

* Wash the skin very
well with soap and
water twice a day. Do
your best to keep the
affected parts dry and
expose them to the air

. &ppl}r Whitfield's
ointment to the affected
parts three times a day.
Continue to do this for
at least six weeks,

® In bad cases it may

be necessary to get tab-
lmie Frnm a dactnr

HAD THE DROPS?

In the Western Cape
and in most parts of
South Africa, when a
baby is borm or when
he first goes to the
clinic, he is given a
elinic card,

This is a white or
pink card, When the
baby goes to the clinic,
the sister usually writes
down what injections
or drops have been
given, This is written
on the part of the card
called “Immunisations/
Immunisasies, "’

If parents look on
the child's clinic card,
they can check and see
whether he has had his
polio drops.

If this is too diffi-
cult, they can take the
card to the clinic, and
ask the sister to check.
If the drops have not
been given, the sister
will advise on what
must be done.

50, WHAT CAN WE
DO TO PREVENT
POLIO?

1. Check that all com-
munities have clean
water and enough
toilets. If not, ask
your civic body to
take it up.

2. Check to see that
children have had
their . polioc drops.
If they haven't, take
them to the clinic.

'i""_

I have dmkﬂ
Hhat my child
is safe from Pl

and ovr (ivie
is fighting for

better ﬁainy

Be smart this year.
Wear Student Prince

Super Schoolwear.

&

UDENT
RINCE

S.AB.S. ﬂﬁpmvad schoolwear.
oes unconditionally
guaranteed for 6 months.
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TTODDS TYPEWRITING
SCHOOL & TRAINING

CENTRE
‘PREPARE PEOPLE FOR THE

BUSINESS WORLD OF

TODAY & TOMORROW’
Learn with the latest methods and
equipment in air-conditioned comfort,
full-time day and evening classes.
Ledger House, Aden Avenue, Athlone
Fhone: 67 -S040

Campwell Centre, 56 Halt Road, Elkies River
Phone 98-Z771

Mitchells Plain Town Centre,
Phone: 32-2114/56.7

e T

HEALTH CARE TRUST

o w L

COMMUNITY HEALTH
PROJECT

We have a vacancy for a community
health worker from 1 October 1982

The applicant should be interested in
working with community organisations

Preferance will be given to a health
worker (eg. nurse).

HEALTH CARE TRUST
41 SCOTT ROAD
OBSERVATORY 7925

APPLY TOx

START HOME PERM
SERVICE

Just the.job for you!
PROFITABLE AND FUN.
WE'LL SUPPLY YOU AT

WHOLESALE PRICES.

PHONE: 66-4499
OR WRITE TO BOX 22, CRAWFORD

LOOKING FOR WORK?
LET US HELP YOU — CALL AT

CAMINBLOY

* YOUR IDENTITY CARD, BOOK OF
LIFE OR REFERENCE BOOK

* A TESTIMONIAL OR REFERENCE
FROM YOUR PREVIOUS EMPLOYER
L]

SCHOOL LEAVERS WELCOME

Ie ASTLEY SI.,
MOWBRAY,

4
B MEAT MARKET

KLIPFONTEIN ROAD, RYLAMDS ESTATE
ATHLOME

IN a previous issue we
looked at state pensions,
Now we want to look
at private or industrial
pension funds.

WHAT IS A PENSION
FUND? A pension fund
is a sum of money that
will be used to pay
pensions to workers
when they are too old
to go on working.

It works like this:
the workers and the
bosses agree that they
will regularly pay
money into the pension
fund while the workers
are still employed.

This money is called
the contributions of the
workers and the bosses,
The people controlling
the fund invest the con-
tributions in shares and
property, or lend it to

the government,
In this way they
garn  interest on the

money and increase the
size of the fund.

Most pension funds
hope to earn at least 10
per cent compound
interest on their money,

Then, when workers
retire, the money in the
fund is used to pay
them a pension every
month,

The contributions of
the workers are always
a fixed amount, Nor-
mally it is about 5 per
cent or 7% of their
WaZEs,

There are two kinds
of pension funds:
(1)Fixed benefit funds,
Here the pension bene-
fit is a fixed amount,

and the employer must
make sure that there is
enough money in the

funds.
Why is this?

fund.

Fixed Benefit funds are almost al-
ways better than fixed coniribution

# Fixed benefit funds are better .
protected against inflation, as
the pension is related to your
wage when you retire, This is
very important when the in-
flation rate is high as it is now,

& [t is possible to work out how
much your pension will be, so
that you can see whether it will
be worthwhile to join a pension

* When Yyou retire, you can ex-
change (or commute) a third of
your pension for cash. Under a

fund to pay the pen-
sion,

(2)Fixed contribution
funds. Here the emplo-
yver's contribution 1is
fixed. Usually it will be
the same as the worker's
contribution, This
means that the pension
is not fixed, but will de-
pend on the amount of
money in the fund
when you retire,

We will look at the
two kinds of pension
fund to see which one
is better, It is very im-
portant that you find
out to which kind of
pension fund you be-
long. You could then
decide which kind you
want to have.

Benefit

The most important
difference between the
two kinds of pension
funds is that you get a
different retirement
benefit when you stop
working.

(a)Fixed beneflt fund
Your pension will
depend on the number
of yours that you be-
longed to the pension
fund, Your pension will
be 1/50th or 1/60th of
your wage for every
yvear that you belonged
to the fund.

We can write this as
a formula:

Pension = No of years x
1/50 of your wage.
This means that if you
belonged to the same
pension fund for 50
years, Your pension
will be the same as your
wage,

When you belong to
a fund that pays only
1/60th for every year,
vou will have to work
for 60 years to get your
full wage as a pension.
Obviously it is better to
belong to a fund that
pays 1/50th for eve
year worked, -

Example: Mr Smith
has belonged to a pen-
sion fund for 20 years,
He earns R60 per week,
How much pension will
he get if he retires now?
The fund paysa pension
of 1/50th of his wage
for every year worked,
80
Pension =
No of years x 1/50th

of his wage

= 20 x 1/50 of R60
= 2/5 x R60
= R24 per week,

(b) Fixed contribution
fund.
These funds work more
or less like a savings
account, because your
pension will depend on
how much money you
and vour employer
have paid into the fund,
When you retire you
will get your fair (or

Changing your fund

fixed benefit fund, you will get
more money in cash, even if the

pension is the same as a fixed
contribution pension.

When you die a fixed benefit
fund will pay out a cash amount
plus a pension to your depen-
dants. A fixed contribution fund
will pay out a bit more in cash,
but it won't pay any pension.

There is no law that says that
you cannot change a pension fund
or its rules, If you have a pension

fund that you are not happy about,

you can try to change it.
Ask your union to negotiate a
better pension fund with the boss,

PRIVATE

equitable) share of the
money in the fund,

This money is called
the lump sum, and con-
gists of :

(a)vour contributions
(b)plus the employer’s

contributions
{c)plus interest on these

contributions
(d)plus a share of the
money left in the fund
by people who left the
job,

The lump sum is
then used to buy youa
pension (also called an
annuity) which will be
paid at the end of every
month,

Unfortunately there
is no easy way to cal-
culate what vour pen-
selon will be when you
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retire, as interest rates
will go up and down
and make any calculat-
ions very complicated.

These pension funds
alzo say that your pen-
sion will never be more
than a certain amount.
This maximum pension
is usually the same as a
fixed benefit pension —
1/50th or 1/60th of
your final wage for
every vyear that you
belonged to the pen-
sion fund,

This means that the
pension from a fixed
contribution fund will
never be more than
1/50th or 1/60th pen-
gion from a fixed bene-
fit fund, but it can be a
lot less,

Withdrawing from

pension funds

When you leave your
job.,

When you leave
your job, you mnor-
mally also leave the
pension fund, We say
vou wirthdraw from
the fund. You will get
out an amount incash,
consisting of your
own contributions
plus 2 or 3 per cemni
interest. The contri-
butions of the boss
plus all the other
interest will stay in
the fund,

S0 yvou lose a lot of
money when you with-
draw from a pension
fund.

Last year the
government tried to
abolish this with-
drawal of money from
pension funds,

They said that they
didn't want workers
to lose their money
like this,

Instead they want-
ed to preserve your
pension, by saying
that all your pension
money must be paid
over to the pension
fund at your new job.

This meant that you
could only get your
money out when you
retire.

But many workers
were not at all happy
about this. They said
that they didn't like
losing money by with-
drawing from a pen-
sion fund, but they
often needed to have
this money when they
lost their jobs, Other-
wise they would
starve because the un-
employment money is
so bad.

After many wor-
kers had come out on
strike  against the
plans, the government
decided to drop them
for the moment.

What can we learn
from this? Firstly, we
must demand that we
can choose whether to
preserve our pension
money or to with-
draw it if we need it.
Secondly, we must
demand that we get
more of our pension
money when we with-
draw. After all it is
our money,

GORDON |

KLIPFONTEIN ROAD, ATHLONE 7764
BUNNY STREET, KENSINGTON 7405
HALT ROAD, ELSIES RIVER 74860

¥ ¥ X

JOIN OUR SAVINGS CLUB
10c FREE IN EVERY R2 YOU SAVE |

PHONE: 67-4116
PHONE: 51-3883
PHONE: 98-3451

GAS REFILLS

at CUT PRICES
/‘mn UNDER OR OVER FULL]\

No 3 rR1.23 |9kg R7.29
No7 rz.7o |14kg R11.49
No 10 R3.96 |19kg R14.99

DAILY GAS DELIVERIES TO: BISHOP LAVIS,
VALHALLA PARK, ELSIES RIVER & UITSIG

& & =

SPARES-REPAIRSINSTALLATION SERVICE

gas galore @

81 B HALT ROAD, ELSIES RIVER

TEL: 98-0471 TEL: 98-2481
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PENSION.

Who henefits from
pension funds

Not evervbody benefits
from a pension fund!

Coloured- peaple
recejive a state pension
of R71 per month, This
will soon be increased
to R83 per month.

Africans
pension of R40 per
month, This will soon
be increased to R49 per
month,

When vyou retire,
you receive a state pen-
sion. But if you already
have your own pension,
you will lose part of the
state pension:

® if your own pension
is less than R21 .00 {or
R10.50 for Africans)
you do not lose any
gtate pension,

# if vour pension is
more than R21,00 and
less than R58,00 (more
than R10,50 and less
than R29 for Africans),
yvou lose R] of state
pension for every RI
that your pension in-
CTEases,

# if your pension is
more than R3E 00 (or
R29 for Africans) you
lose all your state pen-
gion!

This means that if
your pension is between
R58 and EE3 a month
(or R29 and R49 for
Africans) you will get a
smaller pension than
people who do not not
have their own pension
at all!

You would have
done better not o have
been in a pension fund
at all, and just to have
got the state pension,

receive a

All the money that
was put into the pension
fund will be wasted.

How ean you work
out whether you will
benefit  from joining
a pension fund?

Obviously vou. bene-
fit very little from a
pension fund if the
pension you expect is

Jess than RB3 per
month (R49 for Afri-
cans).

If it is between RE3
and R110 for coloured
people and R49 -and
R70 for Africans per
momnth, it is still not
much better than the
state pension,

Fund
When you expect a
pension of more than
R110 or R70 per

month, it will be worth-
while to join a fund.

Look at the table
which shows you how
much pension you can
expect when you retire,

Who can expect fo
get a small pengion out
of a pension fund?

We know that the
longer you belong to a
fund, the more you get,

S0 it is the people
who only join the fund
when they are already
quite old, who get small
pensions,

This is because they
are not in the fund for
very long before they
retire,

People who earn low
wages will also receive a
small pension, because

they are putting very

little money into the
fund.

So if your wage is
less than R250 per
month, or you are older
than 45 or 50, you
must think wery care-
fully before joining a
new pension fund,

Quite often you will
get wvery little for all
your and the bosses

contributions, Some
people will even be
warse off,

You can ask your
pension fund to make
all these calculations
for you, but you must
tell them to make all
the calculations mm fo-
day's money, Other-
wise you can't tell any-
thing.

You can also con-

tact Grassroots for
help.

These rules about
state pensions — called
the means test — are
obviously not in the
interests of workers,

You can demand
from the bosses that
they should fry to get

the rules changed. But

this will not happen
quickly,

What Can Vou
demand in the mean-
time?

The first demand

gshould be that people
who won™t benefit from
the pension fund must
not be forced to join it,

Workers 'who are
over 45 or 50 must be
able to choose whether
they want to join the

fund, or not, because it
is very likely that they
won't get much out of
it.

The second demand
gshould be that some-
thing else must be done
to provide for the old
people who do not
benefit from joining the
fund, They must at
least still get the death
benefit from the pen-
sion fund if they die
hefore retiement.

Contact

If yvou need any
further information
about pension funds,

you can contact the |

Grassroots office at

43-2117.

How much will
your pension he?

PENSION IF YOU BELONGED FOR:

PRESENT
WAGE 5Syrs

R150 pm R15,00 pm
R176 A17.50
R200 R20,00
R226 RZ2 &0
R250 R25,00
R3I00 A 20,00
R3ED 35,00
R400 R40 00

* |f you belong to a fixed benefit fund that uses the 1/50th rule these

10 yrs 16 vrs
R3000 pm  A45 00 pm
R35,00 RE2,50
A40,00 R&0,00
R45,00 RE7 50
RS0, 00 R75,00
RG0,00 R90,00
RA70,00 A1056,00
AB0,00 A120,00

are the pensions that you will get,

s |f you belong to a fixed benefit fund that uses the 1/60th rule,

20 ¥ 20 vre
RE0,00 pm R90 00 pm
R70,00 R105,00
R80,00 R120,00
RS0, R135,00

R100 00 R150 00

R120,00 R180 00

R140,00 R210,00

R 160,00 RA240 00

multiply all these figures by 5 and divide by B.

* |f you belong to a fixed contribution fund, these figures are maximum
pension that you will get.
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| THE EVERY DAY STORE
RIGHT AT YOUR DOOR

* %k

Remember we are open till
9 pm every day of the week

PHONE 31-9700

MERRYDALE AVENUE, PORTLANDS

HALAAL AND
WHOLESOME

| PACKED WITH NATUHAL G{_'.IGL'!;JES-ET
(PRONOUNCED VYTA MEAT) |

THE HYGIENE - CONSCIOUS
FACTORY WITH STAINLESS

STEEL WALLS

Blomvlei Road, Lansdowne, Cape
Phone: 67-81/44

=i
YOUR ECONOMICAL
ol SUPER MARKET

PHONE: 67-2510

KLIPFONTEIN ROAD, RYLANDS ESTATE
ATHLOME

268 VICTORIA ROAD, SALT RIVER
TFL. 55 4848

MONDAYS T0
THURSDAYS
CLUB FUNCTIONS

FRIDAY & SATURDAY
DISCO PARTIES
COVER CHARGE R5,00

PHONE BOOIONGS ACCEPTED AT THE FOLLOWING
NUMBERE 55 5378 & 55 4043 & 55 4502

BETWEEN 11am — Spm MONDAY — THURSDAY
FRIDAY & SATURDAY 11am — 10pm
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Botswana conference looks at our culture

ART AND
THE PEOPLE

~CULTURE
~  AND

PEOPLE who have learnt things
should teach them to others. Those
with studios and rooms where
photographs can be developed,
should share them with people
who want to learn,

Artists suggested this at the art
festival held in Botswana over five
days last month,

The artists included musicians,
writers of poetry and books and
people involved in the making of
films.

They discussed what p.nﬂ they

-
a5

could play in the struggle for a
better society.

People said the communities
were very important., Art must
come to the people., Exhibitions
néed not be in galleries, artists must
take them to the people.

Everyone agreed it was impor-
tant for people to work together
and to use newsletters like Grass-
roots to keep in touch with each
other,

A mime group and a drama
group from Cape Town were
present, James Mathews, a poet and
Richard Rive, a writer, both from
Cape Town, were also there,

During the evening performances
one Capetonian of special note
showed how music could get a good
message across. Abdullah Ebrahim,
who we all know as Dollar Brand,
played his District Six piece to the

Dollar Brand at conference.

packed civic hall,

In doing so, he “went back* to
Cape Town for the first time in six
VEars.

RESISTANCE

JULY5-30Y9 1982
UNIVERSITY

T

essage fo the people through drama.

ﬁ Bringing the m

WESTRIDGE ACTION COMMITTEE

People of Westvidge are unhappy with the wall
between  Eisleben Rd & Cypress way

- I s

Grassy _Park
exhibition

JAFFERS’
MOTORS

| People must either
walk an eytva kwm,
to ap vound the wall
or cimb over i,
Fhin‘n is difficult

= '* T e nd dangerous

THE art exhibition in
Grassy Park recently
was an attempt to bring
art to the community,

Three local artists
displayed their work at
the Grassy Park library.

“If our artists want
to show how our life is

VICTORIA ROAD. G v el The people went t0 | House meetings weve People decided to

elpsiient ?2-2553? PARK they must lesve the Weskridge Action called to tE\i abovt | have a petition.330
art galleries,” a speaker | COMWUttee  fov help | the matter residevits  signed
from Lotus River/ - A
Grassy Park Residents’

A ¥ _¥ Association said.

Encourage

SERVICE STATION “Art must come to
the people so that we

& HIGH CLASS can judge ourselves. It
is only the people who

WORKSHOP REPAIRS

can decide."" he said.

The petitions, and o e morandum
were sent b the Counal. we

qove Counail 3 weeks vo boke

Ouckiow

Now, &0 wmignth has
passed, and stll vothing
has hoappened.

“Artists must get
off their canvas and
actively assist us.

“All we think of is
using a koki pen, But
there is a need for
many other things —
posters have to be
drawn,  Artists can’
help,"” he said.

But we must re-

COMMERCIAL AND

member that artists

COLLEGE lems as well, If we in

or organizations wani

PHONE 67-3939 artists to help us, we

must try to help them
too. Support and en-
courage vour local
artists, They need you.

MRS GOUDIA (PRINCIPAL)
3 BEVERLEY STREET, ATHLONE
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JOHNNY GOMAS

WHEN we spoke to Johnny Gomas he was
an old, sick man — he died two years ago.
His memory was not good any more. He
could not always remember details or
dates. It was for this reason that we found
it necessary to speak to younger people
who knew “Uncle” Johnny to get a better
picture of him and the times in which he
lived,

However, during our interview with
Johnny, it was clear that age and illness
had not killed his spirit, He was still very
aware of what the struggle was about, what
he had fought for all his life, and how
much still remained to be done,

Often during our talks he would break
INto S0Ng or poatry, -

He was born in Abbotsdale. Before he
was 20 he left the little village for Kimber-
ley where he learnt tailoring. But he did
not only become a tailor's apprentice, The
man who taught him to make clothes also
gave him his first lessons in socialism.

After a few years he left Kimberley for
Cape Town where he remained for the rest
of his life. He again got work doing tailor-
ing and almost immediately got involved in
the tailors’ organisation and other political
and community organisations.

Leader of ICU

At that time the Industrial and Com-
mercial Union (ICU) was very active in
Cape Town and Johnny became a member,
and later a leader, of that organisation. He
spoke to us about Clement Kadalie, the
leader of the ICU., He had a great respect
for Kadalie, who, he said, was a great
leader of people, But he said that Kadalie
did not understand the role of the trade
union properly.

Johnny felt that the ICU which was one
big union catering for all types of workers
was not the best way to start organising.
He felt that the workers in different indus-
tries should organise separately until they
had built up their strength in fighting
against their individual bosses.

On the basis of this strength they would
then be able to come together to build a
strong federation of all workers,

Thera were also other disagreements as
well, especially when the leaders of the
ICU became more conservative in later
years. Eventually Johnny and several other
militants were axpelled from the ICU in
1927.

However, he continued to work with
workers organisations. In 1934 he became
a full-time trade union worker, as secretary
of the chemical workers union.

Johnny was involved in many attempts
to bring about national trade union unity.
But the differences were too great and they
failed.

Johnny believed there were important
lessons to be learmed from failures and
defeats. One particular failure, this time at

“We are Bourne to give you service"

A3

LBousne Hios

c_g?a:i#é-&éd

AND UNDERTAKERS (PTY) LTD
MORE THAN 50 YEARS IN EXISTENCE

HEAD OFFICE:

10 CHURCH STREET » ATHLONE

TELEPHOMNE: 87-B020

AFTER HOURS: 66-3836, 69-9030,

67-2782 and 67-3134

A life time

of struggle

This is a story of the life of Johnny
Gomas. It is also a story about our

people’s fight for their rights.

There are many Johnny Gomases in
our communities. Write to us about
them. We must not loose the stories of

the past.

a more personal level, taught him some-
thing very important.

He was put up as a candidate for the
City Council in the ward in which he lived,
District Six, He stood on a radical worker/
people ticket. His backers thought he
couldn't lose. So did Johnny, especially
when he considered who the only other
candidate was,

His opponent lived in the posh white
suburbs — a fat-cat capitalist landlord who
had made a fortune out of high rents for
the dingy dwellings he let to the poor peo-
ple living in District Six.

Mr Fat-cat won hands down,

This taught Johnny how money could
sometimes turn democracy inside out, so
that working class people can be so con-
fused by a flood of expensive false propa-
ganda that they could vote against a work-
ing class candidate and for the very man
who was responsible for so much of their
suffering.

Freedom

Johnny believed strongly in the need for
people all over South Africa to work
together for freedom. He was involved in
national organisations as well as CapeTown
ones. He was a member, at different times,
of the Coloured Peoples Congress, the
African National Congress, the Communist
Party, the MNational Liberation Leagua, to
mention only a few,

He helped set up many of these organi-
sations and was sent to other centres to
help people organising there, In this way
he met many people,

He became even more well-known after
an incident in Parliament.

On a quiet afternoon the House was
suddenly awakened by a booming voice.

For nearly @ minute the MP's listened

EE -.—.;_m-;ﬁ'—‘;.—ﬁ*;'

to a stinging attack on the system of
oppression and exploitation they were
accused of upholding. The craned their
necks to see the owner of the thundering
voice,

Up in the front row of the gallery they
saw the commanding figure of John waving
his arms fiercely as he spoke,

Johnny's stirring speech was cut short
when security men grabbed him and
dragged him from the chamber. But the
incident was to create quite a stir through-
out the country because for the first time,
a Black voice had been heard in Parliament,

Harassed

Johnny suffered the usual harassment of
those who oppose the government. He was
jailed several times for breaking laws while
organising — for example for illegal strikes.
In the fifties he was banned from his trade
union work and had to go back to private
tailoring.

Then in the “emergency’ after Sharp-
ville he, together with thousands of others,
was detained, first in Roeland Street, and
afterwards in Pollsmoor,

He described how the authorities tried
to wuse discrimination to divide the
“Coloureds”” and “Africans’”. They gave
mats to the “Coloureds’”” while the
“Africans”’ were supposed to sleep on the
floor., This didn't work as whatever mats
there were were shared by all in the call,

In 1964 Johnny was responsible for the
unmasking of a police spy who had been
rasponsible for four young Johannesburg
“Indians’’ (one of them related to Mahatma
Ghandi) getting a total of 50 years on
Robben Island.

The spy, a certain Jardine, prodded
them into an act of sabotage, led them into

(PTY) LTD.

MERCHANTS

PARKFAIR

NATIONAL
DISTRIBUTORS

COLLEGE ROAD, GREENHAVEN
PHONES: 67-0019, 67-9112/3

CIGARETTES & TOBACCO
DISTRIBUTORS
GENERAL WHOLESALE
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a trap and then vanished.
Shortly after the trial the spy was sent
to Cape Town to lay a similar trap for

members of the Coloured Peoples Congress
{CPC).

Setatrap

Johnny picked up Jardine's trail soon
after his arrival, Cleverly he laid a trap for
Jardine.

Thinking he was in the company of a
“sympathiser”, Jardine was tricked into
admitting his treacherous role in Johannes-
burg and into revealing his plan for the
Cape CPC leaders.

Unknown to him, everything he said
was recorded by a member of the press
(whose presence was organised by Johnny)
and the story was “‘splashed"’.

It was the end of that particular spy's
career|

When we spoke to Johnny, he was still
living in District Six, He had devoted his
life to working for what he felt was right.
His involvement had not made him rich,
His life had been a hard one. Even when wa
visited him he had to worry from day to
day as to when he and his family would be
thrown out of their humble home in
Distict Six and where they would go.

But one thing was very clear — Johpny
never regretted how he had spent his life,
His spirit was still strong. If he had his life
over again he would do things the same
way, He and the peopla he worked with
had a “mission’” to carry out — to fight for
the liberation of South Africa.

©@B®©
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Johurg
meeting
rejects PC
proposals

MORE than |1
people passed a rl:su-
lution rejecting the pro-
poasals of the President’s
Council at a meeting in
Lenasia in Johannes-
burg. The meeting was
called by the com-
mittee who campaigned
against the South
African Indian Council
elections late last year.
This is part of the
ETOWINE opposition
around the country
against the President's
Council proposals,
Community organi-
sations, student organi-

sations, trade unions
and religious bodies
have taken a strong

stand against the pro-
posals of the President’s
Council.

The meeting was
addressed by the chair-
person of the Transvaal

Anti-Saic commitiee,
Mr Jassat.

He said that the
President®s Councill 5
proposing “nothing

more than a powerless
and ethnic parliament,
Its proposals do not
meet even the most
basic demands of the
people.™
He said
mands were

FCWU
wage
agreements

THE Food and Can-
ning Workers Union
have made significant
wage gains for its mem-
bers after a series of
negotiations with the
bosses

® Irving & Johnson
(Woodstock, Paarden
Eiland and Hout Bay):
A new minimum of
R530,14 representing amn
increase of 19 per
cent,{The inflation rate
is 16 per cent),

® EpiciJohannesburg),
Epol (Maitland, East
London and Johannes-
burg), SA Milling (Cape

these de-
made

Town and Johannes-
burgl: R&6200 up to
19 per cent with a

further 10 per cent to
come into effect at the
beginning of next year,

e SASKO (Ronde-
boschy: R&6000 up to

22 per cent,

® Appletiser (Elgin)
R61.,60 up to 16 per
cEnt,

® Sea Harvest {Sal-
danhal; Across-the-
board increase of R8 28
up 19 per cent plus a
weekly travel subsidy
of R2,22.

known a long time ago
by the Freedom Char-
ter which was drawn up
in 1955,

“The people's de-
mands for a national
convention, for the
vole in a single parlia-
ment, for decent hous-
ing and for the right to
live where we please
have not been met. We
must oppose these poli-
cies, I'he road to free-

Belhar residents have organised in the area to change the bus route. The

dom and justice i5 not
easy”

H‘.m.- Cecil - Begbie,
the vice chairperson of
the Witwatersrand
Council of Churches,
sald “The PC is an
attempt to fool people.
Apartheid is  evil
through and through,
We will not be divided,
All people are created
equal and should be
granted equal freedom,

Youth worksho
builds unity

AFTER serious assess-
ment of the direction
of youth, the Mitchell's
Flain Youth Movement

"i|l||

o
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Grassrools
Community
Newsletter is
published by
Grassroots
Publications,
Allantic House,
Corporation Sir,
Cape Town.

This newsletter is
printed by:
Esquire Press
Vanguard Drive,
Athlone Industria.

Artwork supplied Dy

Grassroots.

25th July,
The aims of the
workshop was firstly to

(MPYM) decided 1o
have a workshop.
This workshop was

Important lessons
were learnt and this
being the contribution

held om the

23rd

Belhar bus protest
\v

{a]

create and build unity
amongst the wvarious
branches of the move-
ment (gix branches in

all} and secondly, to
discuss the problems
experienced by the
brafches,

Many problems such
as the lack of proper

that each member can
make,

The importance of
carrying out tasks no
matter how small was
spelt out,

There was general
agreement that as youth
we have an important
role to play in society
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venues, discipline and In fact we have a
lack of creativity were responsibility towards
highlighted, our community, And

These issues were this being to support
tackled in group dis- the struggles of owr
L'l.ilﬁﬁiﬂl'l"j._ ]J‘EI'-E'!TIS_

Generally, the group The objective of the
discussions. were very-—worksiiofi™ was  thus
fruitful bacause it achieved becaiise g
allowed for maximum unity amongst our
participation and a branches was built and
clearer insight as to we were able to commit
how to tackle these members to the move-

problems were gained . ment.,

C

present route does not serve a large section of the people. The Belhar Civic
Association is taking up the issue.

LUCKY - CAPE TOWNIANS

A MINI BOMBAY
IS WHAT EVERYBODY SAYS

SHOPPING IS PLEASURE, AT YOUR LEISURE

AT
SHAIKH’S AGENCIES(PTY) LTD.

(BOMBAY SPICE HOUSE)

COR. BLOMVLEI ROAD, INDULAND AVENLE,
LANSDOWNE INDUSTRIA, PHONE: 67-3108, 67-1057

Tongue Tingling, Mouth Watering,
Geniune Bombay Blending,
Curries, Spices, Masala and anything you can
say from Bombay
JUST ARRIVED, HOT TANTILISING
MOUTH WATERING, SWEET, SOUR
CONDIMENTS FROM BOMBAY

for

SUBSCRIBE

subscription rates

S AFRICA AFRICA OVERSEAS
INDIY, R15.00 RHLD R30.00
INSTI. R25.00 R30.00 R50.00
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SEND POSTAL ORDERS OR CHEQUES TO:
GRASSROOTS PUBLICATIONS

F.O. BOX 181 ATHLONE 776
FLEASE PRIMNT
MAME:

POSTAL CODE: |
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