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A GREAT victory for
People’s organisations,

through wnited, mass
action,
This is how most

people saw the decision
not to allow City Tram-
ways and Mitchells Plain
and Atlantis Bus Ser-
vices (o increase therr
busfares.

A voung Bridgetown
man saw the decision
by the Road Transport
Commission as a “‘tre-
mendous  victory for
the people™.

“It shows that unity
is strength,”™ he said.

“The decision show-
ed that united action
can work, and work
indeed,” said a Hanover
Park woman.

Another resident
from the area said that
it showed that people
could stand together if
they were organised.

GRASSROOTS
spoke to a number of
people from different
areas and asked them
how they felt about the
busfare victory.

Most of them were
very happy and relie-
ved on hearing the de-
CI1S100.,

The words of a La-
vender Hill resident
probably sums up the
general feeling of peo-
ple all over the Western
Cape.

When asked how he
felt about the fact that

the busfares were not
going up , he said:

“Ek kan al die grys
hare uit my kop trek,
50 bly 15 ek."”

(“l can pull every
grey hair out of my
head so glad am 1.”")

He said he could
now at least still buy
some bread for his
children.

He felt that if the
busfares had gone up,
he would have had to
spend less on food and
his chidrem would
have gone hungry.

Breadline

He firmly believes
that “if we had started
Organising ourselves
long ago, the busfares
would not have been so
high today."

A Hanover Park wo-
man said she wondered
how people who earned
very little would have
survived if the busfare
increase had been gran-
ted to City Tramways.,

“Looking at the cost
of living today, one
cannot believe the bus
companies still applied
for an increase in bus-
fares.’ she said

“The price of bread,
butter, meat and almost
everything has gone up,

how would the lower
mcome  group  have
survived. ™

People from all areas
said they would have
had no option but to
walk if the busfares had

gone up.

The General Workers
Union (GWU) said in a
statement that it saw
the refusal to allow an
increase in busfares to
the bus companies as “'a
great victory for the
people’s organisations.”

Workers from the
union felt that an in-
crease in fares would
have been a great fi-
nancial burden on them.

meeting of community

and

fions,
At this meeting, the

following was decided .

worker organisa-

® All the organisations
present would lodge
objections to the
local Road Trans-
portation Commi-
sion demanding that
the increases not be
granted.

® A pamphlet explain-
ing why increases
were not  justified
together with the de-
mands of the peaple,
would be distributed
in all areas;

L | mass  petition
would be circulated
in all the areas.

In mid-July, 22 or-
ganisations lodged oh-

jections at the local
Road  Transportation
Board, offices at Ned-

hank on the foreshore.
Soon  after the or-

ganisations received
telegrams from the
Mational Transport

Commission (NTC).

These telegrams in-
vited the orgamsation
to attend a hearing at
To page 16

We will
not he
silenced

N\ \

THE ban on Grassroots
Vol 2 No.3, May 1981
has been hifted,

This follows a suc-
cessful appeal by Grass-
roots against the ban-
ning.

Members and mem-
bers " organisations asso-
clated with Cirassroots,
were dissatisfied with
the reasons for the ban.

Organisations protes-
ted against the banning
and saw it as a means of
silencing the wvwoice of
the people

It was therefore de-
cided to take up the
15518 by appealing
against the decision of
the Publications Con-
trol Board.

The lifting of the
ban on the May issue of
Crrassrools means that

you, the reader, may
ORce again
® pass on copies to

interested friends,
and

# guote from that par-
ticular issue,

OM November 23 La-

vender Hill residents
will meet to form their
residents Association,

The meeting will
mark the end of months
of hard work by the
Lavender Hill Commit-
II:L".

Hundreds of people
have already signed a
petition supporting the
idea of the formation
of an association.

Speakers will include
members of the Laven-
der Hill Committee and
people from other resi-
dent bodies,

One worker remar-
ked ‘Workers cannot
tighten their belts any
more. If they do, the
buckles in front will be
touching the leather at
the back."

The struggle against
increased fares started
in July when City
Tramways, Mitchell's
Plain Bus Services Lid
and Atlantis Bus Ser-
vices Ltd. had applied
for increases ranging
from 12 to 28 percent.

Action

Communities went
into action after Hano-

ver Park civic called a

SAIC

THE South African In-
dian Council (SAIC)
elections are about to
collapse as pressure is
continuing to build up
in communities all over
the country,

Already six candi-
dates have withdrawn
from the elections.

According to a
spokesperson from the
anti-SAIC committees
in Cape Town, many
mare are expected to
do so before the elec-

- Mass rejection

tions on 4th November,

This comes in the
face of mass rejection
by the people of bodies
such as the SAIC, the
President's Council and
the “Bantustans’ policy.

*We will have no
part in working the
machines of our own
oppression”, said a
civic spokesperson,

The campaign is a
national one — the stru-
gele against the SAIC
elections is being waged

in all the major centres
and surrounding towns
in the country,

In Cape Town, public
meetings are being held
pamphlets and newslet-
ters have been distribu-
ted declaring the SAIC
to be a “voiceless and
powerless body™.

A month after the
SAIC elections, the go-
vernment will be gran-
ting “independence” to
the Ciskei.

More than two mil-

lion South African will
lose their citizenship
in the country of their
birth,

The anti-SAIC com-
mittee in Cape Town
has rejected the forth-
coming Ciskeian inde-
pendence as “an at-
tempt by the govern-
ment to divide and con-
trol our people™,

As Nov. 4 is drawing
nearer, the campaign is
growing stronger,

Crossroads
water

struggle
- page 3

Youth
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move
-pages B &9

Family
planning

and you
-page 12 & 13

Council
workers’
victory

- page 15

Houses for
transit
camp

- page 3
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Unity and
organisation of
hospital workers
brings results

RECENTLY the mat-
ron at Woodstock Hos-
pital found a worker
sleeping in the hospital
cloakroom and using a
few spare hospital blan-
kets.

The worker lives in
Darling and so only
goes home at weekends,
The matron took the
blankets away from
him. To try to keep
warm he now has to
sleep next to the boiler.

“This is an example
of how we are treated™,
a worker said.

And it is issues such
a5 this that will be
taken up by the demo-
cratically elected wor-
kers committee, which
has just been recognised
by the hospital authori-
ties.

For months the hos-
pital dragged their feet
over the issue,

Finally, all the wor-
kers signed a petition
calling on the superin-
tendent to recognise
their committees.

This forced the
superintendent fo re-
cognise the strength of
the wunion (General
Workers Union) mem-
bership and showed
him that it was the
workers themselves
who were standing be-
hind the demand for a
commitiee,

AGREED

The management has
agreed to regular mon-
thly meetings with the
committee,

At a general meeting
of all workers, a list of
grievances and demands
and a constitution were
drawn up. The grie-
vances include

COLLEGE

MRS GOUDIA

smocap&

COMMERCIAL AND
SECRETARIAL

PHONE 67-3939

M

(PRINCIPAL)
3 BEVERLEY STREET, ATHLONE

WEMBLEY MEAT MARKET
WEMBLEY LAUNDRETTE
WEMBLEY BAKERY/CONFECTIONERS

WEMBLEY PACKAGING

WEMBLEY PHARMACY

WEMBLEY MARKETTE

WEMELEY ROADHOUSE, TAKE AWAY
AND GLENDENE SERVICE STATION

BELGRAVIAROAD, ATHLONE.
PHONE 67-6501 AND 67-4354

TS A MEAL
ON ITS OWN'

®* Problems with pen-
S10 M

® Rad food

® Problems over hours
of work.

® Bad freatmeni by
the hospital autho-
rities.

BADLY

Said a worker.
“They treat us so badly

— yet without us the
hospital could not run.
People often forget
this.

“They see the hospi-
tal as just the doctors
and the nurses. Even
the medicines are trea-
ted with more care than
L,

“Mow that we have
won our committee this
sort of thing must stop.
We must be treated
with the respect and
dignity we deserve.”

This breakthrough at
Woodstock Hospital is
important for workers
at other hospitals.

HARDLINE

The Provincial Ad-
ministration is likely to
take a hard-line app-
roach towards an in-
dependent unregistered
union like the General
Workers Union.

The fact that the
strength of the workers
at Woodstock has for-
ced them to concede
will make it easier for
workers at other hos-
pitals to win a similar
demand.

The struggle of the
workers at Woodstock
Hospital has in many
ways only just begun.

UNITY

Unity of workers in
all the hospitals will in
the future be crucial in
taking forward the
major demands of the
workers at each and
every hospital.

Much determination
and perseverance will
still be needed to
improve the very poor
working conditions of
the hospital workers.

Gonference of
Food & Ganning workers

LAST month the Food and Canning Workers Union held their biggest aver i

conference at the union’s centre — the Ray Alexander Centre — in Paarl.
More than 200 delegates from all the branches around the country

attended the conference. The new branches, of Durban, Port Elizabeth and

Gansbhaai were welcomed.

Throughout there was much enthusiasm on the part of delegates to return

to their areas to continue to build the strength of their union.

‘Independence for Ciskeli...
death for workers’

“INDEPENDENCE for
Ciskel is death for us
workers”, said a spea-
ker at a recemt mass
meeting in Langa.

The meeting was
called by General Wor-
kers Union, Food &
Canning Workers and
Municipal Workers
Association, This was in
line with a decision
taken at a regional
trade union solidarity
meeting to actively
campaign against the
whole policy of *“home-
lands™ and “homeland
independence™,

ATTENDANCE

The attendance at
the meeting was lower
than expected.

As the chairman ex-
plained, this was large-
Iy the result of a pam-

LOOKING FOR WORK?
LET US HELP YOU — CALL AT

CAMINBLOY

* YOUR IDENTITY CARD, BOOK OF
LIFE OR REFERENCE BOOK

* A TESTIMONIAL OR REFERENCE
FROM YOUR PREVIOUS EMPLOYER

SCHOOL LEAVERS WELCOME

Ie ASTLEY ST,
MOWBRAY.

phlet which had been
circulated the night
before in the African
townships.

The pamphlet claim-
ed to be from the
General Workers Union
and the African Food &
Canning Workers Union
and advised that the
meeting had been mo-
ved from Langa to the
Luxurama,

CONFUSION

Spokesmen from
these two Unions. whi-
ch had been the princi-
pal organisers of the
meeting, pointed owut

that this must have
caused enormous con-
fusion in the townships.
Despite such crude tac-
tics, the hall was rea-
sonably full,

After opening the
meeting, the chairman
threw it open to the

floor. Much angry criti-
cism of Ciskeian in-
dependence was voiced
by workers,

DIVIDE

“The government
haz been dividing us
‘coloured” workers
from the African wor-
kers as well. We must
stop this thing now",
gsaid one worker,

Another speaker poi-
nted out that *Sebe,
the Chief Minister of
Ciskei, does not rep-
resent the will of the
people.

“We do not support
him, and he knows
that,

“That is why he is
detaining and arresting
us workers in East
London,™

“Especially in those
cases where the head of
the household is a wo-

Elsies River,

TTODDS TYPEWRITING
SCHOOL & TRAINING
CENTRE

'PREPARES PEOPLE FOR THE
BUSINESS WORLD OF TODAY
AND TOMORROW’

Learn with the latest methods and equipment in air-
conditioned comfort, full-time day and eveni classa
available 2nd, 3rd & &th FI { . :
Avenuae, Athlone, Phone §7-2040.
2nd and 3rd Floors, Campwell Centre. 58 Halt Road,
N _ hone 98-7426.
Mitchellz Plain Town Centre, Milchells Piain,
Fhona §2-9329,

oors, Ledger House, Aden

Ciskeian

Page 2

man or a pensioner, the
income is so low that
many houscholds will
barely be able to sur-
vive even if they do not
have to pay any hous-

ing charges at all,

“Significant increa-
st in pensions and
wages are thus essen-
tigl if people in these
areas are to reach a rea-
gonable standard of liv-
ing."”

ANGRY

Many speakers were
angry because when the
Ciskei becomes inde-
pendent in December,
thousands of people
will be stripped of their
South African citizen-
ship, They will also loge
even those few benefits,
for example UIF, that
they are entitled to at
the moment.

An ex-meat worker
said: “In the meat
strike last year, our

people were all united
in their fight for demo-
cratic rights in the fac-
tories. In the same way,
our struggle against
independence
is for democracy and
non-racialism.™

At the end of
meeting, a resolution
condemning Ciskeian
independence was

passed unanimously.
The chairman of the
meeting pointed out
that this was the first
such meeting in many
vears, and that the
unions intended to take
up the issue again in
further mass meetings,
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A dafugaﬂnn from the Tmnu.fi' Camp delivered a letter to the Council reading,
‘all we want is houses, houses, houses.’

ITHE transit camp in
Elsies River was started
a few years ago (o pro-
vide housing for people
who were on the wait-
ing list of the Council

The council promi-
sed the people that
they would not have to
stay in the camp for
longer than & months.

Now, after nearly
ten years, the people
are still there and more
are moying in.

The people are angry
and are demanding that
the council provides
them with houses. It is
also because of the
poor conditions, the
health problems caused
by bad housing that the
people came together
to do something about
it,

A survey was done
and it was found that
they do not want to
stay in the camp. House
visits and house meet-
ings were held to draw

N We need to

Page 3

rely on ourselves

AT a mass meeting in
the transit camp about
300 people raised their
message with one voice:
"“We need to do some-
thing for ourselves. We
are ill, our children are
sore-infested. The Coun-
cillors don't have ILo
fetch water from the
toilet outside, We need
unity to ensure that we
are moved before the
end of the year."

Speaker after spea-
ker spoke of the hard-
ships of life im the
camp.

A woman not even
forty years old, had to
be helped to stand up

Transitcamp residents speak out:

WE DEMAND

HOUSES

IMMEDIATELY

in as many people as
possible.

This was f[ollowed
by a mass meeting
where the residents
decided to march to the
local housing manager’s
office to make their
volces heard,

But, on the night be-

fore the march the po-
lice came to harass the

people,
One of the com-
mittee members was

told that they would be
stopped at the gates.
The people decided not
to march as there was
caonfusion and fear, but

to send a delegation to
the council

They handed over a
letter to a Mr Carpenter,
reading, “all we wani is
houses, houses, houses™.
The excuse was that
there is no money.

But, the people of
the Transit camp are

Grossroads residents fight
against water charges

TWENTY Rand was all
Mrs Mosanyile MNggun-
guza had when she
wenl to pay the water
account she received at
her home in New Cross-
roads recently.

It was less than quar-
ter of the amount she
needed. Her bill was
R83,29 — an amount
that had been building
up since December last
yvear when she moved

into No. 504, New
Crossroads,
Other New Cross-

roads residents found
themselves in the same
position as Mrs Ngqun-
guza, owing large arrears
of three quarterly
amounts,

Protest

They had refused to
pay their accounis in
protest against the way
the administration bo-
grd had handled the
matter of water charges.

Crossroads residents
had two main objec-
tions: They resented
being the only town-
ship in the area that has
io pay for water and
they said the decision

to charge for water had
been made without
consulting Crossroads
leaders.

They said this broke
the promise given by
the administration
board that no major de-
cisions would be taken
without consultation.

" dl i

*“There was no dis-
cussion on the issue of
payment for water. We
major issue and there-
fore we could not
accept it because we
considered it a breach
of the agreement, We
also cannot agree to
being the only com-
munity around here
that is charged for
water,” said a Cross-
roads committee repre-
sentative in Mew Cross-
romds.

The committee
raised the matter with
Administration board
officials, telling them
af the resistance in the
community and asking
them to withhold their
decision,

But the accounts
continued to arrive, the

amounts adding up,
until in September the
words ‘Final MNomtice'
appeared stamped
across the page in bold
blue letters. It was at
this point that the resis-
tance campaign began
to crumble.

The Administration
Board, who refused to
meet the demands of
the Crossroads Commit-
tee, held the trump
card; They beégan to
threaten people in Mew
Crossroads with evic-
tion from their houses
if they did not pay.

“Feople were
not prepared to face
that,” Mr Mdlavu said.
“They had known for
too long what it was
like to be without a
proper roof over their
heads.™

50 many scraped
together the amounts
thev needed to pay the
Arrears raning from
Ell to RE4 and
went to the board’s
offices to pay.

Within davs the
Board was claiming that
66 percent of the resi-
dents had paid and

Just

there was no way E]‘Il:
others would be let off.
Mrs Ngqunwuza was
one of the people whn
held out longest,
But when she recei-

ved the official pink
form giving her “notice
to wvacate™ the house

where she, her husband,
four children and two
lodgers live, she decided
she had no choice but
to try to pay the
RE3,29 outstanding.
All | could raise so
far was R20, | just hope
the Board will give me
time to get the rest,”
Al a meeting this
week, the' people of
Crossroads admitted
that they had no choice

not happy, they are
determined to continue
with their fight. Many
gains have been made —
the people are united
and have organised
themselves into a com-

mittee to press ahead.
Another public mee-
ting is being planned
where residents will de-
cide on what further
steps should be taken.

EEEE

For Quality and Service

R199 .,
R238 .

® BRISKET
M BEEF MINCE

but to pay the wal:re

accounts.

However, the matter
i5 by no means settled.
At the same meeting
the people pledged (o
continue the campaign
against water tariffs in
New Crossroads.

Mo strategy has yet
been worked out. But
the people are planning
meetings to discuss how
they can tackle the
matter most effectively
as g united community,

BEEF PIECES
. . . AND MANY HII]HE SPEGIAI.S

WATCH THE PRESS

FOR THE GRAND OPENING OF OUR
NEW DELICATESSEN.

THE FIRST OF ITS KIND IN ATHLONE

m@ﬁ@@@@@@ﬁﬁﬁ@ﬁﬁ@

and speak to the peo-
ple about the problems.

Leaning on her stick,
she said: “When I came
here 1 had two healthy
lungs, but now [ only
have one bad lung."

Her words, which
formed part of the
mood of anger summed
up the grievances of the
residents at the meet-
mng.

“We have had eno-
ugh of living in this
camp where our child-

ren get murdered and
our health gets bad. We

want houses . . . . imme-
diately™, they said.
And the residents

who had gathered to
speak about their prob-
lems were old and
young, some in wheel-
chawrs, some cripple,
but all realising that
they have the same
problem and the only
way to do something
about 1t would be Lo
stand together.

DIPLOMA COURSE
FOR EDUCATORS
OF ADULTS 1982

APPLICANTS ARE INVITED FOR
ADMISSION TO A TWO-YEAR PART-TIME
DIPLOMA COURSE FOR EDUCATORS
OF ADULTS COMMEMNCING IM
FEBRUARY, 1982, THE COURSE WILL
BE GEARED TO THE NEEDS OF

THOSE PROFESSIONALLY ENGAGED

IN THE EDUCATION OF ADULTS WITHIN
FORMAL OR NON-FORMAL SETTINGS.
CURRENT STUDENTS WORK IM A WIDE
VARIETY OF CONTEXTS:

ADULT EDUCATION CENTRES AND
MNIGHT SCHOOLS, TERTIARY
EDUCATION, PROFESSIOMAL
EDUCATION, COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT, CAREER COUMNSELLING,
COMMUNITY HEALTH EDUCATION.
MURSING EDUCATION, FAMILY
PLANMNING, AND PARENT EDUCATION

APPLICANTS SHOULD POSSESS A
UNIVERSITY DEGREE OR AN APPROVED
TWO YEAR POST-MATRICULATION
QUALIFICATION OR ANOTHER
QUALIFICATION ACCEPTED AS

EQUIVALENT.

THE CLOSING DATE FOR APPLICATIONS

IS 30 NOVEMBER 1981

FURTHER DETAILS CAN BE OBTAINED
FAOM THE DIRECTOR. CENTRE FOR
EXTRA-MURAL STUDIES,

LINIVERSITY OF CAPE TOWN.

PHONE 69-2805 or 689-2904

Athlone.
Phone 67-9348

2 kg for R250

@999999999399999@’

¢ ATHLONE

3 MEAT MARKET

Cor. Lawrence & Klipfontein Road,

36999399996969969@999
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MUST WE LIVE LIKE THIS?
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“HOW WE STARTED"

“a few of us from Stuckers
and Aspeling courts came f(o-
gether in March this year to dis-
cuss problems in our area. We
agreed that something had to be
done but we did not know
where to begmn, We finally de-
cided to visit other residents to
get some ideas how they felt.

“On our visits, we heard
about the broken washing lines
in Frere Court. We brought resi-
dents of the court together. A
letter was written, sént and after
two weeks the council came to
repair the lines which were bro-
ken for nearly three years,

“We realised then that if we
stand together we can achieve a
lot. By this timeé a few more
people had joined our working
group.

“We then decided that we
had to form a committee so that
we could work better. And so
the Lavender Hill Committee
was born,

“OUR AIMS™

“The committee is a tem-

porary body with three aims

Whv a residents association

IN Lavender Hill,

many other problems.

® to find out what the prob-
lems are in our area

®* to ask all residents whether
they agree that we need a
residents association (o rep-
resent our community

® to call a mass meeting to
form such an association once
we are satisfied that the majo-
rity of residents agree,
To achieve these aims, we de-

cided to run house meetings

throughout the area.

HOUSE MEETINGS

“On Monday May 18 this
yvear, we ran our first two house
meetings in Van der Leur Court.
While three committee mem-
bers ram each meeting, others
went out to find venues in the
nexl court for two meetings on
the Wednesday night. As the
weeks passed, we increased the
house meetings from two to four
on 4 Wednesday night, We there-
fore ram six house meetings
every week.

BEFORE THE MEETINGS

“A group of us would sell
Crrassroots in the court where we

residents have many problems.
Houses are poorly maintained, children have no-
where to play, there are no proper creches and

Grassroots

wanted to run meetings.

“We first tried to find venues
on either side of the court, We
decided to run one meeting on
ecither side so thal people could
all fit into the house. There are
4% flats in one courf — 24 in
every block.

“Once we have found venues,
we quickly fill in the address on
a standard pamphlet that we pre-
pared to mmform people of what
the meeting would be about,

“When we hand out the pam-
phlets, we try and talk to the
people: and convince them to
come to the meeting.

“The night of the meeting,
we spend ten minutes before the
meeting quickly going around to
remind everybody."

MEETING PROCEDURE

“We follow a set procedure at
every house meeting. One com-
mittee member runs the meeting
while another takes notes,

“We welcome people and
evervbody introduces themsel-
VES,

“We then mention some of
the problems in the area and ask

interviewsad the
Committee who
concerned residents are trying to do to improve
Lavender Hill,

Lavender Hill
told us what they and other

what are the specific problems ln

that court. We note down com-
plaints and try to give advice
where we can,

“"We then summarise all the
problems generally and ask
residents what they feel could be
done about them.

“We find that at most resi-

dents suggest joint action such as
a petition.

“*We them point out that any
form of action will have to be
co-ordinated and for this we
need some form of organisation,

"We go on to explain the
aims of the Lavender Hill
Committee,

“ao far residents have agreed
with our aims at all meetings

“We then read out a petition
stating that there are many prob-
lems and ask why there is a need
for residents associations. We ask
if all the residents agrree. They
then sign.

“We then ask for a volunteer
of volunteers to represent the
court and serve on the commit-
tee,

THE TASKS OF THE REPS
“The reps are given the pe-
tition amd asked to take it

around to all residents in their
court who have not been to the
meeting, They have to explain
what was said at the meeting and
get them to sign the petition
giving their support to the idea
af a residents association,

“The reps are invited to the
committee meetings which take
place every Thursday,

Here we jointly decide on the
work that has to be done for the
coming week ™

THE MASS MEETING

“Three weeks before the
meeting which will take place on
Movember 22, we will have
covered the whole area in house
meetings.

“We.will-then. do the last of
the preparation for the mass
meeting We have already
gtarted working on collecting
material for posters, banners and
will be bringing out a newsletter
two weeks before the meeling,

“We will also be selling Grass-
roots widely in the area three
weeks before the meeting.”

THE CAKE SHOP

9ND NEIGHBOURHOOD SHOPPING CENTRE
BONTEHEUWEL LAAN, NETREG,

¥ . "
Mr Joseph Darries, Chapel Court: Mrs Beira Boyce, Vogel Court Mr Ciiffon van Rensburg, 67, H  CAEAN

1 joined the commifies because represeniative; Il everybody in Fawley Court: 'I's a good thing. We SLIcES T
there must be an organisationfo help  Lavender Hill slood together, we musl stand logether.’ FRESH s
the people of Lavender Hill.' would win a lol.’ DaAcH N UT.
= —_—- : - — - b= BN = — g - — o s,

! MATROOSFONTEIN SUPERMARKET

COR. OF HOLLOWAY & FOUNTAIN ROAD, MATROOSFONTEIN - PH: 9318865

BLOSSOM SUGAR RICOFFY JARS 250g FISH OIL 750 mi BINGO CAKE FLOUR
MARGARINE 2,5 Kg WASHING 2,5 Kg
1,15
19 69
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More than 600 B-::-nlenauwal residents altended a recent meeting to protesi against poor housing maintenance.

Maintenance is not the
responsibility of tenants

TWO chairs and a table
marked “"Ressrved for
Council’ remained em-
pty at a meeting in
Bonteheuwel while
maore than 600 residents
spoke about their anger
at poor housing main-
tenance,

City Council offi-
cials had been invited
to attend the Sunday
afternoon meeting, but
failed to turn up.

A speaker at the
meeting said: If we
wait for these people to
come, we will wait for
BVEr",

Gampaign

Angry residents then
decided to go to the
Council on Thursday
October 29 and de—
mand that the houses
be repaired.

The campaign in
Bonteheuwel started on
July 5 when 1500 peo-

ple from all over the

Western Cape united
under the banner of the
Cape Areas Housing
Action Committes
(CAHAC) o support
the demands of the
Bonteheuwel peaple,

A decision was taken
then to organise the
community into a
strong organisation be-
fore taking any action.

Since then residents
of Bontehsuwel have
twice marched to the
local housing office
with complaint sheets.

Busfares
Residents said the
response to the com-

plaint sheets were not
good, so they deman-
ded Council must speak
to them at the mass
meeting.

“When
stood

everybody
together against

SUPERMARKET
WHERE OUR
CUSTOMERS
COME FIRST!

MERRYDALE AVENUE, PORTLANDS
PHOMNE 62-3998

MANTA

268 VICTORIA ROAD, SALT RIVER
TEL. 55 a8a8

Monday 2 Nov.

City Tramways, they
could not put up the
bus fares. If we stand

together here in Bonte-
heuwel, we will pet the
houses maintained,” a
speaker said,

No notice

If we go to City
Council they take no
notice. Why must we
maintain the house that
belongs to them. We
only pay rent. We must
take drastic action.

“City Council should
have been here today to
explain,’ a woman said.

Another resident
said: ‘For 20 years we

* have been paying the

Council o repair our
houses, but they have
not done anything.

‘We have to pay so
much money for food
and transport. How can

BISHOP LAVIS
SENIOR SECONDARY
Bonteheuwel Civic Ass= our fences and start
w il afford to pay Working together,” he
ti nﬂmt;n;:ce?’r " said. Tuesday 3 Nov.
Mr Rosenberg of the
ociation, said: "We had Council JUNCTION ROVERS

no choice about where
we wanted to live, We
have been forced to live
in the Council’s houses.

Another speaker said
Council wanted to fool
the people into think-

Wednesday 4 Nov.

ing maintenance was
‘If we pay for main- the responsibility of the SANTOS NETBALL CLUB
tenance now, we Wil {snant.
just have more and ‘Council must repair
more problems. We the houses as soon as

Thursday 5 Nowv.

must stop talking over possible,’ he said.

JAFFERS
MOTORS

VICTORIA ROAD, GRASSY PARK
Phone: 72 8269

Service Station & High Class
Workshop Repairs

HAPPY TODS NURSERY

ARNOLD'S
PROVISIONS & TRADERS Friday 6 & Saturday 7
SHOP NO. 1
LAVIS SHOPPING CENTRE DISCO PARTY
BISHOP LAVIS ADMISSION R5,00 |

WE CATER FOR THE COMMUNITY
IN DRAPERY, SHOES, GROCERIES,
HA(E:IDW#HE FRESH PRODUCE,
ETC.

PHOMNE BOOKINGS ACCEFTED AT THE FOLLOWING
NUMBERS 55 5316 & 55 4848 +& 55 4582

BETWEEN 11am — Gpm MONDAY — THURSDAY
FAIDAY & SATURDAY 11am — 10pm

STEEL WALLS

HALAAL AND
WHOLESOME

PACKED WITH MATURAL GOODMESS

IPRONOUNCED VYTA MEATI

THE HY GIENE-CONSCIOUS
FACTORY WITH STAINLESS

BLOMVLEI ROAD,
LANSDOWNE, CAPE
PHONE 67-8144/5

OSMAN'’S SERVICE STATION

6“3\ OWEN ROAD, MATROOSFONTEIN
| ]

QT?' YOUR NEWEST BP
SERVICE STATION

UALITY PETROL
ERVIGE
« REPUTABLE WORKSHOP
« ECONOMICAL
SERVICING & SPARES

m SEE YOU THERE!
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Busfares -
a victory
for people’s
organisation

FOR the first time in many years the
people in and around Cape Town have
prevented the bus companies — City
Tramways, Mitchells Plain Bus Services
Limited and Atlantis Bus Services Limi-
ted — from increasing their bus fares.

These companies sought permission to
increase their fares at a time when their
profits were high, while the wages of the
people remained low.

When these companies announced
that they had applied for the increases it
took some time for the organisations of
the people to respond.

Many were unclear as to what had to
be done. Some even felt that it would be
useless to oppose the increases in any
way.

Organised opposition

But then Hanover Park Civic Associa-
tion took the initiative calling a joint
meeting of community and worker
organisations and the organised oppo-
sition bagan,

More than 22 organisations together
lodged their objections at the Road
Transportation Board and to show they
were not speaking for a few they collec-
ted more than 20 000 signatures to
support their stand.

It is the first time that our local
organisations have petitioned so widely
and when the victory came thousands
knew they had been part of the fight
against the increases.

We congratulate the organisations for
their hard work. Today they see the
results of organised opposition, but let
these organisations not sit back now.
The bus companies could once again
apply for increases in six months time.
And the people must be ready.

Help Grassroots
grow stronger

GRASSROOTS is growing from strength
to strength. It has only been possible
because of the hard work of all the
worker and community organisations in
writing stories and distributing the news-
paper.

As we are nearing the end of the year,
it is once again time to take a hard look
at our work. We are therefore asking
you, the readers, to tell us what you
think of GRASSROOTS, and how it can
be improved. Your feedback will help
us to plan for the new year.

If GRASSROOTS is to be truly
alternative, your participation and
involvement is essential, Tell us what
you think. Help GRASSROOTS grow.

a spring festival on Oc-
There were
gam- to

taber 3,

drum-majoreties,
es, sport activities and

lots to eat.

LETTERS
DUMMY BODIES

make this possible for
our old people, to come
our meetings on
Thursday afterncons at
35 Betty Street, at 3
p.m.

We would like to

DIVIDE AND

WEAKEN US

THANEKE vou for a
newspaper that is in-
formative and stimu-
lating. Before we can
act we must under-
stand,

GRASSROOTS pro-
vides the medium for
communities to unders
gtand omne anothers’
problems and how
these are tackled by the
comimunities involved.

In every community
and labour matter we

see the need to organise,
That iz the only way to
fight our electricity and
all our other problems.

However, we must
not only get together
for specific issues. We
must remain together
and reject all dummy
bodies that are created
by the state to divide
us.

We must reject the
SAIC. We must reject

Ciskejan Independence.
They only serve to di-
vide and weaken us,

UMITED
Mitchells Plain
Avonwood
says
thank you

THE Avonwood Resi-

dents Association held

thank all those wonder-
ful people for their help
and hard work In
making the festival a
SUCCESS.

The festival was In
aid of our old people in
the area and also for
our play centre,
want to care for the
needy, especially, our
old people.

We have many needy
old people and want to
raise funds to arrange
for a Christmas dinner
far them.

We also want to
appeal to all tenants of
Avonwood Estate who
are prepared to help

We wish to repeat it
next vear if possible
with more donations,
Once again, thank you
to all our sponsors and
supporters  for their
kind co-operation
throughout the day.

The whole affair was
a great success,

Avonwood Residents

Association,

Air your
views and
write to
Grassroots
Box 181, Athlone 7760

OUT of the bleak barren
wastes of winter we smerge
inte the heady rapture of
spring. We drink in its wel-
come warmth and abandon
ourselves to its promise of joy
and love.

Young men and maids
allow its tender breezes to tug
at thair responsive heart-
strings and all the world
explodes in sound and song.

Even our senior citizens,
stolid and staid, are not im-
mune to its magic. Or so it
seams,

How else can we explain
the change of heart in the
make-up of our crusty cus-
todians of the law?! For now
no more the sound of crun-

ching  bulldozers rolling
through your makeshift bed-
rooms. Mo mora the tug and
tear of fronmt end loaders or
the sickly smell of plastic
sheeting blazing against the
inky blackness of a frosty
winter morn.

Out too is the herding of
human cattle into dark and
murky buses on mystery
drives into oblivion.

But perhaps we over-esti-
mate the inspiring powers of
spring.

Could it be that squatting
is a seasonal indulgence?
Maybe the harvesting season
provides work for everyone.

Or is it that the mellowing
effects of spring make people

ring brings a change of

reluctant to travel long dis-
tances to fill empty stom-
achs?

On the other hand maybe
this is not the season that our
women choose to sleep with a
different man every night (as
the magistrate said). Or per-
haps for now we have been
lifted to the status of don-
keys and baboons who do not
have to carry identity docu-
ments at all.

It could even be that time
is inopportune to round out
sleapy men, women and
children at four in the mor-
ning to cringe in the icy
blast and torrential rain. This
is not the time for a baby to
die of pneumonia on the way

heart

- Fred Jenecke

to a land of hopelessnass and
daspair.

But it could just be that
our masters, after the strenu-
ous activity of winter are
busy preparing for the season
of goodwill to all mankind.

Maybe this nagging doubt
at the back of our minds is
without foundation. It could
be that we are wrong and
that in this season of bud and
bloom thase old men have re-
tired to plan more atrocities
and cruelties for the next
wintar.

Let us hope this time we
are wrong. We pray, we hopa,
but then the saying sbout the
jackal remaining true to
type . ..
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FROM Cape Town to Durban and Jo-
hannesburg, the call is loud and clear:
“A vote for the South African Indian
Council (SAIC), is a vote for Apartheid”.
The people are saying that bodies such
as the SAIC, the President’s Council and
the Homelands policy have been created
by the government to suit the aims of
Apartheid and to make it more work-
able. _
Apartheid is a means of separating
peaple into different groups where

A people’s resistance

EVER since the first ponse to these hard- upd punished without Strike and the general and its policies of Apart-

Indian Labourers came ships that they orga- any opposition or feel- Strike of 60 000 Indian  heid. _ _

to South Africain 1860, pised themselves to jng of anger against Workers, The Indian Congress,

they have been involved  pegist their oppressors In later vears, the threw its weight behind

in a struggle for human Mahatma Gandhi Thiz was certainly g people were organised the broader struggle for

rights and a non-racial came to South Africain  powerful force in uni- under the banner of the change and participated

and democratic South  the early vears of the ting the people South African Indian among other things in

Africa century and spread the Congress, as the voice the defiance campaign
Like the phght of powerful message of The people’s history  of the people. of 1952 against all un-

many South Africans, Sagyagraha which is enriched by the strug- During the 1940°s  just laws.

their conditions were means that resisters gles of this period — the and 50's the oppressed Thousands of

very bad. From 1890, ghould offer no vio- mass campaigns, against  people came ot ters were arrested.,

all sorts of laws were  |epce. but allow them- the ‘pass laws’, the £3  strongly against the The South African ITH.-"LNH"I.-".-"LAI-'

passed that were hea- gelver to be arrested tax, the ceoalminers Nationalist povernment Indian Congress, the

vily  loaded  against African MNatiwonal Con-

them they lost their gress, the Congress of

right to vote; in the Democrats and the

Iransvaal the Asatic
Bill forced every Indian
over the age ol eight 1o
register and carry a
“pass"", Those who re-
fused to register were
jailed, fined or depor-
ted,

There was also the
£3 residents tax on all
contract workers over
16 vears. In 1913, all
Indian marriages were
declared invalid.

It was in direct res

&

more t

each “racial group” will manage and have
a say in the running of its own affairs,

But these are all efforts by the govern-
ment to divide and control the lives of
our people. Instead of giving us a direct
sav in the running of our country, they
create such bodies to give us the im-
pression that we do in fact have a say,

These bodies can never speak on
behalf of the vast majority of the op-
pressed because they were not of our
making. Over the years, they have made

formed it consisted of
21 members, all chosen

farce’ :
which sei

the main reason being
Eovernment
had to resettle Indians

that the

countless representations to the govern-
ment to improve the living conditions of
the people,

It is clear that they do not have the
power to change things. Neither do they
represent the real intersts of our people,
but that of the government which has
placed them there for its own ends.

The government also knows that it
cannot only rule by force alone. For this
reason they are trving to buy off the

r------‘-'-'“------

taken up by the people. Committees have been
formed in the Transvaal and Natal and regional
resis- ] committees in the count ry areas,

Page7

AIC: A VOTE FOR APARTHEI

people by giving them bodies such as
this. These bodies are not organisations of
the people and cannot speak on behalf of
the people,

This is why we need to build strong
democratic people’s organisations at work
and in the communities where we live to
be our voice, So, from Bishop Lavis to
Chatsworth, from MNew Brighton to
Lenasia and Soweto, the people are
demanding no more and no less — “WE
SPEAK FOR OURSELVES.”

Anti-SAIC
campaign
today

------‘

IN major centres around the country, the il
struggle against the SAIC elections has been

Mass meetings have been held all over the |j
Transvaal. In Lenasia, close to 4 000 people |}
attended a meeting where Dr Essop Jassat, the |

Coloured People's Con- i chairperson of the committee called on the peo-

gress joined
form the Congress Al-
llance,

They called a ‘Con- ] NATAL

Feople | A committee was formed under the banner of
B the Natal Indian Congress and other people's
B organisations. It has called on the people “not
J to betray our history and accept the SAIC,
Aparthew and injustice . .
J ject the SAIC™.

gress of the
which took place af
Kliptown on 25/26
June 1955 where they
dedicated themselves to
fight for a free South I
Africa.
3000 delegates from |
all the people’s organi-
sations  around the
country
congress and adopted
Freedom Charter
out the de- I
mands of the people of [

South Africa. I
During the late 50°s

hands to & ple to “organise a total boycott of the SM{'I
I elections in Movember.”

CAPE
g ! Cape Town an anti-SAIC committee was for- ||
attended the Inwd consisting of civic organisations, trade

. . Lets unite and re-

unions, youth and student organisations. Thcsr:l
organisations will be visiting voters in tht:]'rl
areas to boycott the elections. P

THE South African Following the mass
Indian Council (SAIC) protests and resistance
was formed in 1964 to government policy

after many secret meet-
ings between pgovern-
ment sympathisers.
This body was to be a
separate body for In-
dians only, like the
Coloured Representa-
tive Council.

The Minister of In-
dian Affairs said at the
time, *‘political rights

during the 1950 and
early 60's, these bodies
were credated to give the
impression (o the peo-
ple thai they had a say
in matters affecting
them.

Rejection

The history of SAIC

by the government and
not by the people

It was to be an advi-
sory body to the givern-
ment.

The last SAIC was
constituted im 1%/4
when 15 members were
chosen by the govern-
ment and 15 elected by
the people.

Since 1976, the gov-

under the Group Areas
Act first, before a pro-

and early 60's, the go-
vernment stepped up its

action to crush these

per volers role could be organisations.
drawn up. Organisations and
Thus, thousands of .4ividuals were ban-

people had to be evic-
ted and resettled first
before the elections
could he held.

November d4th, 1981
is the day chosen by

ned, arrested and leaders
were jailed. The govern-
ment hoped to crush
the resistance of the
people and 1o disorga-
nise them.

B4 ass meeting is planned for Sunday, 1st Mc-.l

B vember. The committee has also taken a strong
stand against the proposed independence of the
Ciskei on 4th December.

CONFERENCE
On 10/11 OCTOBER a national conference was
held in Durban of all organisations opposed to
the SAIC. More than 100 organisations were
represented and passed a resolution rejecting

of Indians will be limi-
ted to self-govermment
within their own com-
munity, but it will end
there"',

“nothing more
farce

CAKES

is one of total rejection
and has been labelled as

When the SAIC was

ernment has tried to  the

press ahead with elec Indians all over 50uth  that bodies such as the

than @ tions for the Indian Africa are expected to  South African Indian
Council. but thess elec- cast their “vote for Council were created
tions were postponed, Apartheid™. by the governme

SUPERMARKET

ROSEMEAD AVE, CLAREMONT « BELLMORE AVE, PENLYN
LANSDOWNE RD, LANSDOWNE « 4th RD, HEATHFIELD
RETREAT RD, RETREAT « HALT RD, ELSIES RIVER

od. STORE Y
A?‘%Cﬂrwag%ﬂf &

N WEDDING § BIRTHOAY

povernment

when It was in this climate l

—_— o

the SAIC and other separate bodies created by
the government in the name of Apartheid.
i November Ist was declared national Anti-Saic

WIS A

—

DAGEREEK AVENUE
WESTRIDGE. MITCHELLS PLAIN
PH: 31-D510

LATE
. Jas PROUD OF BEING
i OF SERVICE
7 DAYS A WEEK TO YOU.
TAM = 10PM

7

THE MANAGEMENT
AND STAFF ARE

THE SEVEN
DAY STORE
THAT OFFERS
YOU MODRE
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A MINI BOMBAY
IN OUR MIDST?

THAT'S RIGHT!

All the way from Bombay —

For Curry enjoyment every day.
Tongue Tingling Mouth Watering
Genuine Bombay Special Blending
MASALAS, SPIGES,
CURRIES, PICKLES

AND BOMBAY SPECIAL

FOOD PRODUCTS at the one and only

Bombhay Spice House
Shaikh’s Agencies (Pty) Lid.

COR. BLOMVLE! RD. & INDULAND AVE., LANSDOWNE IND.
PHONE 67-3108, 67-1057, 61-6904

L
il r|III|I||....| I'Ihl Py

.ll.I"I.l Frr

-'| IIlIJ..
_sal I”II -

SEE ON DISPLAY
THE BIGGEST RANGE OF

INDIAN FOOD PRODUCTS
IN THE COUNTRY!

:dll-..

i

|..._.|.‘I”I luas .“|l||1ll-. .|l.|||l|. .-|||"'|... ._-Jﬂllln...p-l-‘“lhll---- -rl“I

HAVE JOI
W BRING YOU QUALITY

CLOTHING AT BUDGET PRICES - -

FISTAR SHOES.. R7,99
TIGER JACKETS R11,99
LEE JEANS ~_R12,99
SHIRTS R4,99
T/SHIRTS ~_R1,99

STOCKISTS OF ALL MENS AND BOYS
BRANDED AMERICAN WEAR,

~
ESQUIRE OUTFITTERS

® KLIPFONTEIN ADAD, ATHLOME
® MITCHELLS PLAIN TOWN CENTRE

SKIPPER BAR

® 43 & &5 HALT ROAD, ELBIES RIVER
# GATESVILLE SHOPPING CENTRE
# MITCHELLS PLAIN TOWMN CENTRE

JUST HIS

® ATHLONE CITY CENTRE. ATHLOME
® MITCHELLS PLAIN TOWN CENTRE

e AMPLE PARKING FOR CARS

HOUSEHOLD COMMODITIES

PEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

Victory for
Tafelsig residents

AFTER moving into
the new area of Tafelsig
at Mitchells Plain the
residents were shocked
to find not a single
school in the area, An
Interim Schools Com-
mittee was elected to
call a meeting of all the
residents to discuss this
problem.

After two well atten-
ded meetings 50 men,
women and children
travelled to the Wyn-
berg Coloured Affairs
Offices.

They handed in their
memarandum and then
digcussed their prob-
lems with Mr Brinkhuis,
the representative, The
memorandum gave the
results of the survey
they had conducted
and outlined the de-
mands voiced at 2 mass
meefing.

Mr Brinkhuis agreed
to provide a free bus
service to children tra-
velling to schools In
Mitchells Plain, and to
subsidise travelling
costs 1o schools outside
Mitchells Plain.

A second delegation
af the Interim Schools

Committee went to the
City Council where
they demanded: *that
Council provide the
parents with houses to
serve as a school, a
clinic, & community
centre which could also
be used as a day centre
during the day.”

The City Council
promised nine houseés —
four to serve as schools,
two as 3 clinic, two as a
community centre and
day centre and one as
an advice office to be
run by the Council,

Residents im [East-
ridge, encouraged by
what the Tafelsizg Resi-
dents had achieved,
formed the Eastridge
Reésidents Committee.

Here too the most
urgent problem was the
lack of schools. A sur-
vey was done to deter-
mine the extent of the
problem and to have
figures to back their
Hl’gLL]TI-L‘I'I.l!i-

To get wider support
for their demands a
petition was drawn up
and signed by over 300
residents,

The Eastridge Hesi-
dents Committee met
with the Tafelsig Resi-
dents and together they
decided to send a joimt
delegation to see Colou-
red Affairs and the City
Council.

On the morning of
the 15 QOectober the
Joint delegation set out
for the regional offices
of Coloured Affairs in
Wynberg. Their first de-
mand was that accom-
modation provided for
63 children who were
not attending school in
Eastridge. Secondly a

Free bus

frée bus sérvice be pro-
vided for children in
Eastridge and those
who travel outside Mit-
chells Plain. It was
agreed to subsidise the
travelling  costs  to
schools outside Mitec-
hells Plain, and to ex-
tend the free bus ser-
vice from Eastridge to
Tafel=ig.

Their demands were:

® Houses Lo serve as a
day centre and a
community  centre

NiSMET

WATCH OUT FOR THE OPENING DATE OF
OUR NEW KISMET SUPERMARKET!

o VERY CONVENIENT AND SPACIOUS SHOPPING

IN Mitchells Plain there
are about 100 000 peo-
ple, yet there is not a
single day hospital,
Most of the residents
are ordinary working
people earning very low
WAEES,

It 15 becoming more
difficult to cope with
high rents high trans-
port and other daily ex-
penses.

When there is sick-
ness in the house the
peaple are either forced
to go to a day hospital
outside the area or they
have to {reat them-
selves. )

“It is an even bigger
problem when someone
gets sick at night, as
very few of us have our
own transport.” a resi-
dent =zaid,

There are also many
residents who are in
need of regular treat-
ment.

Because they cannot

afford to go to private
doctors, they are forced
to attend a day hospital
outside the area.

Responding to this
problem, a number of
residents formed them-
selves into a commitiee
called the Day Hospital-
Committee.

These residents have
started work in Rock-
lands, a suburb of Mit-
chells Plain.

Members of the
Committee started
speaking to residents
about the praoblem.

House meetings were
then held, where the
problem was discussed,

The information
that the Committee
collected from the

house meetings and the
house visits was used to
draw up a pilot survey,

At the house meet-
ings residents wers
asked to assist with the
SUTvVey,

« LOWER PRICES THAN EVER BEFORE
« WIDE VARIETY OF FOODSTUFFS AND OTHER

ALL UNDER ONE ROOF

Hospital campaign

Among other func-
tions, the survey was
therefore also intended
to give the residents an
opportunity to parti-
cipate in the campaign,

When it was realised
that many residents
could not read or write,
the commitiee had to
find other means
whereby the residents
could be drawn into the

campaign.
The results of the
pilot survey contain

inteéresting possibilities
around which residents
could be broughf to-
gether,

Thus far the cam-
paign has been,; met
with great enthusiasm
by the residents of
Rocklands,

The Committee hasg
also discovered another
important way in or-
ganising communities
and that 15 around
health problems.

PHONE 72-7402

Page 10
for Eastridge
% That Council deliver
the two houses to
Tafelsig it had pro-
mised,

Tafelsig informed
the Council that it
wished 1o have Lwo

more houses to serve as
4 creche to help solve
the serious problem of
facilities for children.

Council agreed to
attend to all these de-
mands.

The recent struggle
of the people of East-
ridge and Tafelsig aro-

und the schools and
community issue has
revealed;

] Little or no co-or-
dination between the
Department of Internal
Affairs which is respon-
sible for providing edu-
cational facilities and
the City Council which
is responsible for build-
ing homes,

O A serious shortage of
school accommodation
in Mitchells Plain for
childrem in all age
groups. When the 1982
new school vear beginsg
and when there will be
thousands more people
living here the shortage
of school accommo-
dation will be far grea-
ter than now,

[0 The need for people
to organise.

People now realise
that together they were
able to achieve what
they were not able (o
do as individuals. A
number of residents
had tried on their own
to get help in conmnec-
tion with childrens’
schooling,

The principals sent
them to Coloured Af-
fairs and Coloured Af-
fairs sent them away.

Mobody could help.

Anger, desperation
and frustration was all
they knew,

It was only when the
pecple came together
and worked together
that they began getting
somewhere with their
problems,

A resident said: " The
few gains we, the peo-
ple of these two areas,
have been able to make
were made possible by
the unity and organi-
sation we built in a very
short time., Much more
still needs to be done,
and much hard work
lies ahead, but the
ground for good work
has been laid and must
be built upon.™

SUPERMARKET

5th AVENUE, GRASSY PARK

BTH Ay EMuE
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it right into our

IMN the previous issues
of GRASSROOTS, we
discussed organisations
and constitutions. In
this issue, we will dis-
| cuss standing orders.

What
orders?

are  standing

Standing orders are un-
written rules which go-
vern meetings and meet-
ing procedure,

These rules have
been adopted by com-
mon practice and hawve
bhecome part of meeting
procedure,

What is a meeting?

A meeting is a gather-
ing of members of an
organisation to discuss
the bisiness of the or-
ganization and take de-
cisions on certain mat-
ters which are placed
on the agenda for dis-
cussion,

An organisation
usually has a General
Meeting and an Exe-
cutive Meeting

The General Meet-
ing comprises all the
members of the organi-
gation,

The Executive Me-
eting comprises those
members who have
been elected to carry
out the decisions of the
General Meeting,

What is an Agenda?

An Agenda is a list of
items which are to be
presented to a meeting
for discussion and con-
sideration.

The Agenda wusual-
Iy takes a particular
form which is listed in
the order in which the
matters are to be dis-
cussed.

The wsual order is
(i) Minutes (ii) Cor-
respondence (i)} Fi-
nance (iv) Reports and
{v) General Business,

What are Minutes?

Minutes are the written
recordings of the busi-
ness discussed, motions
proposed and reso-
lutions taken at a par-
ticular meeting,

The minutes are
noted in a minute book
and presented at the
following meeting for
approval and acceptan-
CE,

What is a Motion?

A motion is a proposal

meetin

made for acceptance by
da meeting on any
matter which is placed
before it for discussion
and consideration,

The motion is
moved or proposed by
a member and seconded
or supported by an-
other member,

The motion can be
opposed by another
member provided such
a member has a sup-
porter or seconder.

Such opposition is
known as a counfer
motion. The motion
and counter motion is
voted upon. If the
majority of the mem-
bers present vote In
favour of such motion,
it is carried or accepted.

If the majo
vote in favour of the
counter motion, the
original motion is re-
jected.

What is a resolution?

A resolution i a
motion upon which the
majority of the mem-
bers have wvoted in
favour of.

In other words, a
fesolution is a motion
which has been carried.

A resolution is
binding on the organi-
sation and can only be
withdrawn by special
procedure,

What is a Vote?

A vote is the right of
each member, at a
meeting, to have a say
in the decision-making
process of the organi-
gation., Each member
usually has one vote. It
is called the deliberate
vote, The Chairperson
can have both a deli-
berative and a casting
vote, should there be a
deadlock.

What is a Casting Vote?

A Casting Vole is the
right of the chairperson
to vote on a motion
where there is a tie ie,
where an equal number
of members voted for
and against a motion.
The chairperson
can cast his vote either
in favour of or against
such motion. This is
called a casting vote,

What is a Quorum?

A guorum i the
number of members
who must be present at
a meeting before il can
start.

gs

The constitution
normally stipulates the
number, If there is no
quorum at a particular
meeting, it is postponed
to a later, date and the
members  present at
such meeting procead

Be smart this year:

Wear Student Prince
Super Schoolwe

with the business of the
meeting.

How is a Resolution
Rescinded or With-
drawn?

Before a resolution can

?

be rescinded or with-
drawni a member must
give notice of his in-
tention to move a
motion to review and
rescind a resolution.
After such notice is
received the matter is

placed on the agenda at
a subsequent meeting,

At such meetings
the resolution is re-
viewed and if the majo-
rity of the members
support the motion, the

|
o

ose resolut ?}ﬂ% M-ﬂﬁ%‘r

or withdrawn,

In the next issue of
GRASSROOTS we will
look at the role of the
CHAIRPERSON, SEC-
RETARY and TREA-
SURER.

G@q

S
UDENT

RINCE

5.A.B.S. Approved schoolwear.
Shoes unconditionally
guaranteed for 6 months.
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RESTAURANT AND TAKE-AWAYS

NOW ALSO OPENFIN
MITCHELL'S PLAIN

Our Oriental dishes
are known throughout

the country.

For something different
and delicious.

AEL FOODS HALAL

rone 172196

119 OTTERY RD, WYNBERG.

s

b
APRES

Burglar Proofing

FOR GUARDS, RAILS

& GATES
Phone: M. KAPRES
o W - 67-3995 H - 633-1555 /

TheRAVELLERS

11 = 3 KLIPFONTEIN RD., GATESVILLE

CENTRE GATESVILLE . BUS STOP 404
PH: 875740

FOR LADIES, GENTS AND
CHILDREMN'S SHOES,

MENS IDLERS from R14,99 & R16,99

GIRLS LEATHER SUMMER SANDLES RG99
MENS SHIRTS from R4,99
| SUMMER SHOES ARRIVING DAILJ'I"

SUITCASES TRAVELLING BAGS. §
DVERNIGHT BAGS,
AMND LUGGAGE OF

ALL DESCRIPTIONS

KLIPFONTEIN
PHARMACY

74 HALT STREET
ELSIES RIVER

* DISPENSING AND
PHOTOGRAPHIC CHEMISTS

24 HOUR
DEVELOPING &
PRINTING
SERVICE

BY COURTESY
FOTOPIA

PRINT

PHONE: 98 - 2235 /9B-1581
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ADVICE LOOKS AT
DOES A SMALLER

FAMILY MEAN A
BIGGER FUTURE?

ANY woman who has given
birth to a baby at a hospital
or day hospital, any woman

She is often asked several
times by the doctors and the
NUrSes,

who has been to a clinic with

a womb problem or often
even if she takes her children
to a clinic she is asked one

question:

ARE YOU ON FAMILY

PLANNING?

Women who have just
given birth are usually given a
birth control (depro) in-
jection immediately, often
without being told what it
is, let alone asked if they

want it
Whenever a community
calls for medical services

{Mitchells Plain, for instance),
the first thing the state does
is to start a family planning
clinic.

staff

do medical staff ram it down
our throats? The answer is
the Big Lie. The state believes
it (or pretends to), medical

teach it and are under

pressure from their superiors
to spread it,

Here we compare the Big

Why is the state obsessed
with family planning? Why

Li¢ to the opinions of a
SPECIAL GRASSROOTS pa-

nel.
R LR R L LR

THE solution, says (he
Big Lie, is that working
class  people  should
have fewer children.
The survival of all of us
(workers  and non
workers), says the Lie,
depends on it,

A counter argument
iz produced by some
people

They say that wor-
kers should have as
many childrén as possi-
ble in order to owverbur-

den the system and
hasten its collapss.
The panel believes

that this is also wrong.
It is the same mistake
iz the Big L — num-
bers do not count in
the struggle; organi-
gation does,

How also can one
explain that, for ex-
ample, Guguletu has
three or four times as
many people as Cross-
roads, vet Crossroads is
stronger  than Gugu-
letu®

It is because commu-
nity  organisation is
stronger, Sheer numbers
cannot change the sys-
tem in this country -
only organisation can,

What can contra-
ception do?

Contraception can

The Big Lie says:

Special Panel:

# Families are poor because they are « They are poor because wages are

too big.

* Families are unhealthy because
there are too many children,

# Big families cause malnutrition,
TB and other children’s diseases

® Big families cause over-crowding.

* Education is bad because there are
too many children in the com-
ML Ny,

® Linemployment is caused by too
many children growing up to be-
come too many people looking
for work,

® Rig families lead to crime.
® There is not enough food and

wealth in South Africa to feed
and clothe everybody.

&  Families

& Too

® Education

low

are unhealthy because
they are poar,

& |ow wages and bad conditions at

home cause malnutrition, TB etc.

fow houses causd OVer-

crowding.,
it bad because not

enough money is set aside by the
state.

¢ Unemployment is caused largely

by the bosses who can keep wages
low if there are many people out
of wark,

* Too few jobs causes crime,

# There is plenty of wealth in the

country; the problem is that a
few have too much while most
have too little.

e e e e R T T i T A P e s et 4 P PRI T

help set women free;
free from fear of having
unwanted children
every time they have a
relationship with a man;
® Free from the bur-
den {unless they want
it) of spending their

ing after young kids.

® Free from the threat
of having something go
wrong with the preg-
nancy or the baby if
they are over 40 or
have had more than five
children.

® Free from the dan-

en!i.re adult life look-

Fariy
PLANMING
CLIMIC

ey

1f ']-"f: i

1. Always go there with
a friend or relative.

are not satisfied,
tell the staffill

"ﬂ- 4 #
o Y
R
k'
|
i
Fy

F-

contraception

THEF. Pceﬂ

CAN WOR

BETTER
FOR

s .
k questions-
~-Es5pecially about side effects.

ger to their health a
pregnancy may bring if
they already suffer
from diabetes, heart
dizegse or some olher
illness,

Every woman should
have the right to use
if they

want it; and the right
to refuse it if they do
not.

Every woman should
have the right to be
told about alternatives
if she is mot satisfied
with the contracepiive
she uses,

Share your experiences with
friends. -
same nroblems with contraceptlion

any

WOIm e

have the

not let
nore your complal-
nts. For example,any

yOlul

You

Eide effects
have had for nore
than three months will
pk go away by
JAVES
is sericus encugh to
make you
your contraceptive

the stalfl

which

itself.

decide if iy

Shance
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THE PILL-

This month two
forms of contraceptives
are going to be dis-
cussed — the injection
and the pill.

Oesirogen  and pro-
gesterone are two sub-
slances (hormones)
found in the body.
When given in contra-
ceptives they act by

stopping ova  (eges
which are fertilized by
the man's sperm to

begin the baby) from
being released from the
OVATICS,

There are important
differences between ogs-
trogen and progeste-
rone. Oestrogen can
never be given without
progesterone; progeste-
rone can be given alone
{as in the depot injec-
tion and micronorum
pill)

THESE PlLs ARE
GUITE $AFE - THEY VE
GEeN TESTED ON

WOMEN N
AFRICA!

Yery, very occasion-
ally oestrogen can da-
mage a woman's blood
vesse|s; progesteroneg
has not been found to
cause any serious prob-
lems over many years
although it cam cause
many vYery Worrying
minor problems.

Side affects that
women have from the
injection are all from
progesterone.

Side effects that
women have from the
pill may be largely from
oestrogen, largely from
progestérone of ©om-
bined effects from
both,

Common side effects

from oestrogen:

® More water refgined
in the body [weighi

Baing,
® Sore bregsis

Types of pills

The following is a list of pills. They in-
clude most of the ones that are awvailable at

clinics in Cape Town.

The figures are oestrogen and progesterone
{Owral is taken as “20™"; the others are amounts
oestrogen and progesterone as compared to

owral).
Chastrogen Frogesterong
1. Micronovum - 5 (proges onlyl
2. Minavlar ED 20 2.7
3. Brevinor 14 G5
4, Orthonowum X 20 2.7
8, Rastowvar 15 2
6. Owosiat 20 2.7
7. MNormaovaler 20 4 Zdifferent
stremgths
10 in 1 packat
8., Gynmodar 20 81
4, Anovlar 20 10.8
10, MNordetre 12 12
11 Owral 20 20
12  Owulen * g 20

® Nausea (want fo vo-
miit all the time),

® Thrush in vagina [fe-
male parts), Thrush

s a fungal infec-
tion causing an itchy
discharge,

* Heavy periods/bleed-
ing miore every mon-
th),

®  Heaqvy discharge.

Common pmgzsterr:

genic side effects:

& Light periods {or ey
en no periads — very
comtmon  with  the
depot infectionf.

®  Feeling miserable
and depressed.

® [eix feeling for ex,

® More [fof stores in
the body (weight
Eain ).

® Dry vagina dJduring
love-making.

Common combined

FAMILY PLANNING

Do you have
side effects

elfects:

* HMeadaches

® Fimples.

® Chiogima (brown
rmgrks on the cheeks.

Side Effects -

Side effects should
be thought about care-
fully by the woman
before she decides to
stop or change her kind
of contraception.

Side-effects are
always worse in the
first month — pill or
injection — and may
gettle down In the se-
cond or third months,

Secondly, for exam-
ple, a woman who gets
sore breasts at the be-
ginning of her month
bui is otherwise happy
with the pill would
probably be wrong fo
want to change she

probably would not be
able to do better on an-
other kKind.

But, to take for ex-
ample, say a woman on
the pill has gained a lot
of weight, has a very
dry vagina and does not
enjoy making love any
more.

These are all proges-
terone effects and she
might benefit from
changing her type of
pill.

This must be done in
consultation with the
family planning clinic
staflfl because a change
cannot be made with-
out theirr agreement,

Similarly the Doctor
fnurse showld not
change a method of
contraception unless
the woman understands
and agrees.

Women speak out

CHRISTINE Jacobs, of Facreton says: “| have 5 children. |'m not interested
in family planning. I'm going to have children till | drop. Family planning
takes all my strength away.”

Momise Magirana, 22, of Guguletu who has 1 child said: “1 was on the
injection for 6 months. The first time | had the injection | bled a little
every day for the whole three months. | went back to the clinic and the sister
said | must come next week to see the doctor, When | arrived the doctor
wasn't there so they gave me another injection and | carried on bleeding for

another 2 months.”

Franscina Cohe, 18 of Mitchell’s Plain says:

“My mother had 8 children.

Every time it was my birthday my mother was in hospital with another
child, She's 40 now and looks like an old woman. | like men but | don’t
want to do the same as my mother, | want to enjoy myself while I'm young.”

I'VE PUT ON 20 PO UNDS
My BREASTS HURT. ..

| FEEL TIRED AND r
DEPRESSED ... | DoN

ENIOY SEX ... \ FEEL
Slcte ALL THE TIME-- - -1: = -'F
MY PERI\DDS HHEE “:'% o a8 you )
2 STOPPED::-/ | also habe money,
’ m_ % qood yob, a

AS LONG AS YOU RRE NOT
REGMNANT, YOU HAVE
NOTHING TO MDAN AROUT

-.
e e i
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SUPERMARKET
B MEAT MARKET
STORE

SUPERMARKET  Phone 67-2510
MEAT MARKET  Phone 67-2129
CASH STORE Phone 67-2129

KELIPFOMNTEIN RD., RYLANDS ESTATE
ATHLOME

THE MODERN FOOD STORES

ATHLONE PHARMACY

Your Family Chemist in Athlone

S

E]
Derbhac ]l

J—

D¥ispensing and
photographic
chemists.

|

. Fine tooth steel combs
]. for nits and lice

Stockists of Revion,
Yardley, Lutsine

and all types of
cosmetics,

Athlone City Centre,
Athlone 7764

Phone: 67 4737

L R

savings

“The largest pharmacy chain in the Republic

PARKFAIR
NATIONAL
I]ISI!!IBUTORS

PTY)LTD

CIGARETTES & TOBACCO
DISTRIBUTORS
GENERAL WHOLESALE
MERCHANTS

College Road, Greenhaven
Phones: 67-0019, 67-8112/3

FOOTWEAR
STORE

General principles for using the pill

NOTE:

pregnancy on Owral;

It is common practice in
family planning clinics to use Ovral to a
greater extent than the others. The
reasons is that if a woman forgets her
pill one night she is fairly safe from
if she is on the

lower - dose pills she has taken a big

chanca,

S0 we can see that the clinics are

* Those beginning

more concerned with preventing preg-

nancy than caring for the well-being of

the patient,
General principles for using the pill -

(to be discussed with the family plan-

ning staff):

pill for the first
time — try low dose pills (Nos, 1-7).

® Those with oestrogenic side effects
— try lower oestrogen pill (Nos. 3,5

or 10 for exampla).

Those

with progesterogenic side
affects, heavy bleeding before the

pill or breakthrough bleeding (blee-
ding in the middle of the month)

while on a low dose pill — try higher
dose pill (eg. Nos. 8, 9, 10, 11, 12)

FIGH-CLASS Biiar

E

n‘ﬁ'ﬁ“ﬂ# SERVICE
EAR FOR

MEN, WOsEs & CHILDREN.

T LI T T B o o e
t fabesn Pmphwesr Sige 0 ypabery 0
ey aapevin THET ibGdl fa@ guaNSy LR
il MEEE Rl W aF §F T e o P e
e = P

BABU'S MASTER CRAFT
SHOE REPAIR, SERVICE
AND ORTHOPAEDIC
REPAIRS

33 PARK ROAD, WYNBERG
TELEPHOME: T7-2321
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HAVEN LAUNDRETTE
Coin-operated

COLLEGE RD., GREENHAVEN
(aff Hein Rd. at Haven Total Motars)
PHOMNE 6386120 or 673696

Open 7 days a week 7 a.m. to 9 p.m.

60c PER WASH 20c PER DRY
Blankets & Bedspreads can also be washed

THE fight tor lights 15
by no means OVer in
Bishop Lavis. The peo-
ple are determined to
push through to the bit-
ter end:

MOSES & SONS |.... oo
meeting on September
30, 400 eager faces

awaited the reply of the
delegation which was
elected to get an answer
to their demand of
“when will electricity
come to Lavistown™.

Speaker after speaker
endorsed the idea that
“the struggle must con-
tinue for what is right-
fully ours. We have
come a long way and
we just cannot afford
to back down now™,
they said.

The delegation repor-
ted on the meeting with
Citizens' Housing Lea-
e (CHL) and their re-

RETREADERS

JOHNSTON ROAD, ATHLONE
TELEPHONE 67-9096

NEW TYRES OR RETREADS FITTED

plv.
AND BALANCED WHILE YOU WAIT! The negotiations
were Jong and hard

w FOR YOUR FARILYS SAFETY - FIT THE BEST

i fight-
— THEY'RE WORTH IT! with the people fig

ing back,

But CHL's reply was
that they do not have
the money and that the
Department of Com-
munity  Development
‘DCD) did not have it
either.

The people were nol
satisfied.

“On September 10,
one of your Directors
told us that CHL had
some money but it was

not enough, How much
money do yvou really
have?" they demanded.

COSMIC ELECTRICAL

WHOLESALERS TO THE TRADE

STOCKISTS OF ALL
ELECTRICAL ACCESSORIES

WORKING FOR
BOROKO
by Marigan Lacey.

THIS book loaks at
origing of the apartheid
design from its first be-
ginnings as a segrégation
system in the 1980% to
its renaming as Trustee-
ship in the early 1930's.

It tries to show that
segregation  naol anly
goes hand in glove with
geonomic growth but is
designed as a “forced”
labour system geared o
ErsLre the bosses’
profits.

TELEPHONES
67 3712
67 7002

cfo ADEN AVE.
& TEMBE 5T!

ATHLONE 7700

We are proud to be
the printers of
GRASSROOTS

Let us assist you
in your
print requirements!

Specialists in

« Wedding Cards & Invitations
Sports Brochures
Magazines & Publications
Rubber Stamps
Colour Catalogues
Photo-Typesetting

ESQUIRE PRESS %’

where guality is the key-word

Hein Road, Athlone Industria
Phone 67-1260/1

“Well, we have R1,8
million in our reserve
fund, but we need R2,5
million to install elec-
tricity'™, they replied
sheepishly.

“Why can’t you use
this money?' the people
asked.

According to CHL,

The

cribe

chaprers des

thiz  relentless
chase after economic
growth which swelled
wealth, power and pri-
vilege for the few —
while increasing pover-
ty and exploitation for
the mass of South Ajfri-
Cang.

The couniry'’s eco-
nomic growth, and even
the mining of ity vast
mineral wealth, has
according to the aul-
hor — been made possi-
ble at the expense of
human need,

Made possible by the

STORE

they have to get the
permission of the DCD
to use the funds that
they have. This money
in reserve has already
been set aside for a new
sewerage system  In
Lavistown.

The delegation was
determined, “why can’t

sheer bartle for survival
af mosi Africans — mil-
lions of them — who
year after yedr “wark

for nothing for Bo-
roke — a place [o
sleap, "',

A PEOPLE'S HIS-
TORY OF SOUTH
AFRICA, VOL 1 by
Luli Callinos. Entitled
Gold and Workers, this
is the first of a series
and covers the period
1886 to 1924,

it deal with the Gold
Rush and how the min-

CAPE FLATS

KLIPFONTEIN ROAD ¢ ATHLONE
PHONE 67-4201

WE SPECIALISE IN LADIES,
GENTS AND CHILDREN
OUTFITS AND HABERDASHERY
AT LOWEST PRICES.

LT
SHOP AT YOUR FRIENDLY
FAMILY STORE

EEEERREERERERRERRERERRRERIE

BRI

Bishop Lavis fight
for lights continues

raise the money
the pricate sec-

you
from
tor?™

CHL claims that this
can be done, but that
the interest rates are
much higher than that

of DCD. This means
that the people wil

Grassroots Bookshelf

ing industry helped to
shape the present la-
bour structure of the
country.

DRAWINGS
Use is made of
photograps and draw-

ings all the time, car-
toons, quotes, excerpls,
tables and a flowing
style that make it inter-
esting and easy o
understand.

Available from.
David Phillips
Publisher
Claremaonl.

=
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have to bear the bur-
den.

This was not acoepl-
able to the delegation,
as the people have said:
“alectricity is our right,
we demand that it be
installed at no unrea-
sonahble cost to tenants.

After all, we pay
taxes and the DCD gets
its money from our
hard<eamed wages."”

And so, the dele-
gation pushed forward
with the demands,
having a mandate and
support of, almost
every household in Bis-
hop Lavis.

CHL gave in a little,
and the people pushed
even harder.

After two and a half
hours of talking, weeks
of protest - house-
meetings, mass meel-
ings, marches, petitions
— the list goes on and o
om CHL agreed to
write a memorandum
to the Department of
Community  Develop-
ment stating m #o un-
certain terms that the
people of Bishop Lavis
are determined to have
their demands met.

Demands

They asked the DCD
* for permission (o use

the money that they

have in the reserve
fund to complete
the sewerage project
® to raise a loan in the
private sector to in-
stall electricity and
® that the DCD sub-
sidises the interest
rate so that ordinary
working people do
not have to bear the
burden of extra

CcOSLS.

Residents at the
meeting decided to con-
tinue to place pressure
on CHL, but also to
send a delegation to
DCD with a petition to
let them know of the
demands of the people.

“We have made
many gains, this strug-
gle has taught us that
our fight is a long and
hard one. We must con-
tinue to go forward",
they said.

And so, the struggle
for electricity in Bishop
Lavis continues . . .. ..

HALIM’S 3

ELECTRICAL APPLIANCES {§

2/6 GATESVILLE SHOPPING CENTRE i
KLIPFONTEIN ROAD, [
RYLANDS ESTATE, ATHLONE ol
PHOME: 67.1504 =
* STOCKIST OF: =
DEFY ® KELVINATOR *® FUCHWARE =
HOOVER SPARE PARTS. [

* OUR PRICES ARE CHEAP ON =
GLOBES AND FLUORESCENT TUBES (g

* WE DO REPAIRS ON FRIDGES, =
WASHING MACHINES, STOVES & L&
ALL ELECTRICAL APPLIANCES &
2l

WE ARE ALSO AT SHOP 80 =
ORIENTAL PLAZA, [
SIR LOWRY RODAD, |
CAPE TOWN., PHONE 43-0802 =

JREEEEEEEREEE
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MAJOR GAINS FOR
GCOUNCGIL WORKERS

LIKE their co-workers
in other parts of the
country, the Cape Town
City Council workers
have vowed to continue
with the struggle for a
living wage and better
working conditions.

The workers, through
their union, the Cape
Town Municipal Wor-
ker's AssociaitonTown
Municipal Worker's
Association (CTMWA)
has been involved with
a great battle with the
bosses,

Year after vear, the
union has demanded
higher wages. By 1980
workers were desperate
and told the union
“Let us stand up on our
feet and fight the Coun-
cil. Why must we accept
the crumbs they offer?™

And so, in December
last year, the union pres-
sed ahead with wage de-
mands.

Realising the mood

of the workers, the
Council raised the wages
of the lower paid wor-
kers (labourers) from
R2944 to R37, 26 per
week on the start and
E44 16 to R48.76 per
week on the top from
15t January 1980,

This would break
the unity and fighting
spirit of workers, they
thought, But, the Coun-
cil was wrong,

Inspired by workers'
struggles in other paris
of the country, for the
first time in 15 vears,
they made their voices

heard
Workers told the
Council: “*“We have had

enough of double talk,
rive ws a living wage or
elee . ...

The mood of the
workers was militant
and the union pressed
ahead, and went to the
Conciliation Board to
settle the matter. The

workers also threaten-
ed to take the matter
to Arbitration Court if
the Council still re-
fused,

Bending under the
pressure  and fearing
i litant industrial
action, the Council
made further conces-
gions which they have
never made before,

The Council accep-
ted recommendations
for drasiic pay increases.

They also accepted
the union’s demand for
payment according to a
proper  evaluation of
WOrk

It was clear that the
Council was in retreat,

The new pay in-
creases came into oper-
ation 1st September
1981,

& the labourer's scale
has been increaged
to Rd44 16 on the
start and B58 42 per

week on the top
®  all workers are {o re-
ceive increases in
holiday bonus, for
the lowest paid wor-
kers this amounts to
R229 per year,
This is a big jump
from what the workers

were  earning at the
time the Union made
its demands,

When asked what

would happen next?,
the secretary of the
union, Mr Erntzen said
“the members meeting
made it clear that the
Union must re-assess
the matter and submit
fresh demands for a liv-
ing wage at the earliest
opporiunity.

“"The struggle for a
living wage is one which
goes on all the time.
Our members are in a
militant mood and we
assure Council it will
have a big fight on its
hands soon.™

GCouncil workers say
no to arbitration

TRADE unions are tied
by many  different
industrial laws. In the
case of the City Council
workers's fight for a
living wage, they were
faced with the question
of how to use these

means to back their
struggle.
The workers were

dissatisfied with the in-
creases that the council
gave . "It is not enough.
We will not come out
on the new pay, The
council is hiding behind
the law." said one of
the workers.

Question

At a general meeting
of workers, they were
faced with the question
of where fo now?

“*What must we do?™
asked a worker at a
meeting, "to get a
decent wage.” Accord-
ing to the law, came the
reply, we cannot strike.

GAS REFILLS
AT GUT PRICES

ELECTRONICALLY FILLED
(NO UNDER OR OVER FULL)

"“Why not?"

“Because the law
says we perform an
essential service,”

“*What law?™

“The Industrial Con-
ciliation Act™.

“Then what must we
do?”

Dispute

“That law savs when
there is a dispute you
can ask the Industrial
Court to arbitrate.”

“Well then, lets ask
them to arbitrate!™

And so the Union
applied for arbitration.
Throughout the munici-
pal service workers
spoke about nothing
else but " Arbitration,”
. Mow  according o
the law there is a pro-
cedure to be followed,

Before vou can go to
arbitration, vou must
go to ““Conciliation™,
But what is that, say
the workers.

No 3 R1.05

L
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1dkg  R10,00
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VALHALLA PARK, ELSIES RIVER &

SPARES-REPAIRS-INSTALLATION SERVICE

cas galore @

LTSIG

“MWo, no, first we
must get together fo
talk,” say the bosses.

“But we have talked

already!™

“Mo, but the law
savs we must talk
again!™

And so the dispute
between the Union and
the Council dragged on
and on. Meanwhile wor-
kers starved, lost their
homes and took their
children from schools.

The Union was for-
ced to go through Con-
ciliation proceedings
and only them was the
matter set down for
hearing before the Ar-
bitration Court.

The Union says its
action in applving for
arbitration was a suc-
cessfuk move. This is
what forced the Coun-
cil to offer further in-

Creasss,
When asked why
members had voted

against going to the Ar-

ATHLONE

ADEN AVENUE u
PHONE 67-8883
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NEW STOCK

DOA
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PHONE 67-9544

FOR THE GAMES PEOPLE PLAY

SPECIAL DISCOUNT TO SCHOOLS AND CLUBS

LARGE SELECTION OF DARTS,

ARRIVING
WINMAL — DFFICIAL SADBOC

bitration Court after
Council’s latest offer,
the Secretary of the

Union, John Ernstzen
gaid: ““We would have
gone on but in terms of
the law, once the Court
gives its decision, the
award would be binding
on us for 15 months.

“That means we
would not be able to
get further increases
until 1983 some time.
And who knows whe-
ther the Court would
have given an award
above Council’s offer.

“Secondly, when
will the Court make its
award? Mavbe in Jan-
uary or February 1982,
And the 15 month
period runs from that
time.

“That would not
have been in the inte-
rest of the workers. |
must point out fhat
many workers felt we
should have fought to
the end — win or lose.™"
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Gity Council goes

hack on promise

RESIDENTS of Tafel-
sig and Eastrndge are
upset after not getting
all the houses they were
promised by the Cape
Town City Council,
The resgddents of
Tafelsig were promised
nine houses, but they
only recewved two for a

clinic which runs one
morning a week,

‘We only asked the
Council for four houses
and they promised us

nine, MNow they are
gomg back on ther
promise,” a resident

said at one of the pro-
test meetings in Tafelsig
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EREER

recently.

At the last protest
meeting it was decided
o write a letter fo
make an appointment
with the full Council
Housing Committee.

"We are sick of
speaking to  officials
who only break pro-
mises. We must speak
to all of them together,”
a resident said.

At one meeting, resi-
dents said they were
promised many things
before coming to Mit-

chells Plain,

‘However, mow that
we are here, we find
there are nol even
schools for our child-
ren,’ they said.

Tafelsig residents
said they needed the
other houses for a com-
munity centre and a
creche for their child-
Fen.

‘Our mothers are
forced to work, so the
children must have a
place to go,’ one resi-
dent said.

[ |
From page 1
the Nedbank Building
starting on July 29.

The hearing was
called to listen to argu-

ments from the bus

companies and from

the organisations.
Meanwhile the or-

ganisations distributed
pamphlets and collec-
ted signatures fo a
petition

Sympathetic legal
men offered to help the

organisations at the
hearing,

The  hearing was
postponed at the re-

quest of the organi-
gations to August 24,

On  Aupust 24 25
and 26 the hearing was
held at Nedbank Build-
ing where members of
community organisat-
ions and trade unions
stated their opposition
to increased fares.

Mothers fathers and
children packed the
boardroom, and showed
their support for the
organisations,

The organisations
had brought with them
hundreds of petitions
signed by 20 000 peo-
ple.

tory

dareés

ing any profit buf the
people  showed that
Tramways had made
K12 million profit in
1980 and were able to
pay their top five dire-
cltors B3 B0D a month
each,

At the end of the
three-day hearing, the
Mational Transport

Commission said they
would make the out-
come known at a later
date.

Two weeks ago, the
decision was announ-
ced.

['he organisations
that opposed the in-
CTCAse Were!

Avondale Estate Ten-
anis Ass.) Bishop Lavis
Aetion Committee [
BRSK Residenis Ass. |
Hantehewwe! Civie A
JClarks Estate Tenanils
Az [ Eleciricity Peti-
tion Comm, | Hanover
Park Civic! Kensington-
Factreton Youth Ass./
Lavender Mill Comm,/

Lotus River & Grassy &4

FPark Residents Ass)
Steenberg  Comm. [
Linited Womens Clrgani-
zation/Food & Canning
Workers Union/ CAH-

=, -

it's not all hard work . . .

Civic strikes a halance

RESIDENTS in Hano-
ver Park met on Satur-
day 22 August 198] at
the 5t. Dominics Hall
around a cup of tea and
cake, A pleasant atmos-
phere prevailed as resi-
dents recalled the good
old days of Distric &

It was decided on
this entertaining ven-
ture so that the people
from all over H.P. could
meet each other, dis-
cuss in an informal way
and relate experiences,

Disabled Mr Coates
of the pensioners’ quar-
ters met a friend he last

saw |1 years ago.

This social event was
also educative, because
slides of the area were
shown, exposing the
conditions im H.P. Peo-
ple spoke about their
experiences in the com-
munity, For instance
Mrs Rumble from Orihi
Court explained to the
people how they orga-
nized around the bro-
ken washing lines in
their court and finally
the march to the rent
affice,

Council repaired the
lines within hours.

The film “[ts ours
whatever they say"
focussing on commu-
nity organization was
screened to the people.
There was also some
discussion on the Nya-
nga squatters situation
backed up with a film
on EILII.IEHEITE.

Finally they were
addressed by our
CAHAC chairman,
Wolfe Rhodes, who
spoke on why people
should stand together
to fight for better living
conditions and the nead
for organization,

.....

POLKA PLACE
MITCHELLS PLAIN
TOWN CENTRE
(Next to Post Office)

PHONE 62-9108

SHRUBS, FRUIT TREES, SEEDS,
SEEDLINGS, POT PLANTS (LARGE
varlieTy), ROSES.

e SHRUBS rrom 60c  SEEDLINGS at 69c
ROSES: HT's; FLORIBUNDAS; CLIMBERS; STANDARDS;

Cor Merrydale & Siversand Avenue - Portiand The bus companies A  Adantis  Civic
PHONE 31 [HEXT T QUICKTRIP SUPERMARKET) gaid they were not mak- _qﬂi'ﬂ ; I_:_r;;t;l.';;:.n,_f:-;? MINATURE ROSET TREES at R1,75
Warkers Unian. STANDARDS (1,7m) at R3,99
._ 5 e TR, ) s e
NOTE: A number of

people interviewed felt
that it was important
that people’s organisa-
tions should remain on
the alert as the Tram-
ways could be expected
to apply for increases
again in six months
time.

“We must fight them
with everything we've
got if this happens,”
said one,

Motors Western Province

LANSDOWNE ROAD, LANSDOWNE e PHONE 71-1717
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BARON KLEINSMIDT &

PETER BYROMN — SALES

SUPERMARKET
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Grrassroots  Comarunity
Newsletter is published by
Grrassroots Publicarions of
32579 South West House,
Shortmarker Streer, Cape
Town B00J.
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