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‘Weekly Mail, Sowetan, Work in
Progress and Grassroots have
been warned that we are next.

‘Over the years Grassroots staff
members have been banned and
detained, and in 1985 our ofices
were burnt down. Now Stoffel
Botha wants to close us down. He
says that we promote violence, the
African National Congress and
hatred for tha sanuriw forces.
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| our raadam:‘me nppressed and

democratic people of Cape Tuwn
Grassroots has always exposed in-

justice by publishing the facts. We
will continue to do so. Grassroots

shares your political aspirations.
We want to make South Africa
beautiful by destroying apartheid
and building a non-racial
democracy free of exploitation. It is
our responsibility to reflect those
aspirations, no matter how much it
upsets the government.

Grassroots stands for peace in
South Africa. We believe that peace
will come with democracy. Apar-
theid keeps the Government in
power by force. It is Stoffel Botha;s
government that stands for
violence, by taking up arms to
defend this immoral and illegal sys-
tem.
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tand accusaﬂ ui

tions of the security forces,
not reports about these ac-

tions, which breed hos-
tility. If our people are to be

protected against brutality,
it is vital that the press are

- free to report on security
force action. We believe

that the security forces

themselves have
. generated whatever hatred

exists against them. Many
in our townships believe
that the security forces are
not there to assist them,
but rather to cause
hardship.

The government would do
better to take heed of how
our readers view the
security forces, rather than
to try and silence the mes-
senger.

We will not become
another mouthpiece for
apartheid reforms. Apar-
theid is a crime against
humanity We are com-
pelled to resist.

The Nationalist
Government is plung-
ing our country deeper
into darkness every
day. They are the real
threat to peace and
stability. They are the
ones who promote
hatred and violence.
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generating hatred for the

‘security forces. Itis the ac- m We are under threat be-

- warned the Government five years

This newspaper has
Y been censored in terms

of the emergerncy
regulations

cause we do not accept th S
government's reforms. For this we
do not apologise. Botha's reforms
are not an honest attempt to ac-
comodate the aspirations of the
majority. The reforms are simply

apartheid disguised - not even very
well disguised. We cannot be held
responsible for the conflict
generated by these reforms, for we

ago that it was creating a recipe for
disaster.

We stand accused of presenting
the ANC in a favourable light. The
ANC is undeniably the major politi-
cal force in the oppressed com-
munity. Nelson Mandela emerges
as the most popular leader in al-
most every single scientific survey
of township political opinion. If it
were interested in peace in South
Africa, the government would
unban the ANC and negotiate with

the organisation.

It is outrageous to charge that by
calling for the unbanning of the
ANC we are promoting violence.
Reasonable people would agree
that we are promoting peace. We
believe that you have the right to
know the truth about the ANC. We
will continue to publish the facts
about the ANC.

it is the banning of organisations
and newspapers which causes
violence. Such actions lead people
to abandon hope in peaceful
methods, and to take up arms. It is
the government’'s actions, not
grassroots’, that promote violence.
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l IN South Africa there are many tiny towns hidden in rural arcas. These tomns are

RA completely unknown to most South Africans. Yet thousands of our people live in these rural
[OWNs.

Life is a misery for the people in rural towns. Security forees and the most hated kitscops

are conducting a reign of terror in these small townships,
L nemployment, cheap labout and brutal oppression of the rural people is becoming worse

by the dav, In addition the povernment is trving to move people forcibly from their places.
A Girassroots team visited some of these areas. We went to dig out the truth about the
events in places like Vanwyksvlei, Carnavon, Victoria West and De Aar. On these four

pages we report on what we had discovered.

ABOITT 38 Namagualand landowners wall be given

notices threatening them with contempt of court unless

they share their land with about KK people,
sormally, this would be bad news.

But m the Soamaguialand town ol Kameskroon Lhe

distnbution of the notices will signily one of the maost

important victories for the thousands ol people who
hove Gaormed the land commonally since lime immee-
mosreal

I notees lollow lost month's Supreme Court

udgement in which Mr Justice Tebbuttm wath Mr

Jusihice C1 Howe concurming, mulad aggmnst the State s ; g i}
. 5 " 4 W 1 RESE ¥

allocation ol the bulk of the agrniculiural land m the "

|.clifontein arca 1o 38 leascholders at the expense of 720

slioc Koy ners

Lip to Anl 21, when the judgment was handed down,
the centunes-old tradivon of peasants trekKing across
the vast, prcturesgue plams of Namagualand m parsut
o greener pastures amnd a simple but rewairding way ol

e Teed extinction

Higisdreds o commniun:ad larmers im this semi=teser
believed ther livelihosoe amd uargue way ol hilc wene on

the Wiy ot thie ey ol g svstem ol COONOMIC Wiils.

From 1982 o 1953 the Lehelontein arei, one of the
Largest Gorming reserves in Samagualind, was sub-
dhvidked ante 47 umis under the admmisteation of the
Diepartment of Indermal Allinrs

In 1484, Mr Dovid Cuery SMaster " of © Loeal
Coovernment, Hmming and  Agruculture,  assumed
coiilrol ol the adminstrsiton with the hirh of the th-
cameral parliimeniary svstem

Vharty of the 47 s were allociied to madreduls,
iy ol whom had mo hstornczil connechon w ith the
arca or were otherwise employed and not dependent on
the waeld Trom the kind

e the  feswdents of  Lebelontem hod fot been
comsulted about the subdivision amd had not had an
giswer Irom the Government abaout their _u_.zrin.".;|n|.'|.'-._
they turmed o the Supreme Court.

By then, 200 000 hectares of land worked previously
by about TN people had been divided o 47
L,

e camips covered between TR and 4800 hectars
caich and were available o mdividuals wath 250 head ol
stowck or RMENK) in assets. Bent Tor cach camp was a
mere R30 u vear, pavable i advance,

Only small pockets of land remained available Tor
communal farmung. forcng Garmers o reduce stock
|.:|r.|:-li|.'.||1.l. and cuttimg them ol Trom certan sessonal
BEIANE Ancas,

The Leliclhmtciners are dircet descendants ol the
K honk lew Branch, the Lotle Samagua, who have ived
i the arca for at least 1000 vears, producing their own
food, moome and passmg on the tradimoon w ther
Ul B,

The larmers were up against o State argument thaat
communal furming  resulied in overgreing which
posed a threat (o rare Namagualand plant species and
CUnsCrvaliem mn -:!-.-|1.,-r.|l

But they pressed ahead amd went o court.

Mr Justice Tebbut ruled that a plan had 1o be drawn

hefore the subdivision of the land, © make
provision for one or morne reswdential areas, a town,
commonage, argas for cemetenes and an agricultural
TR,

Mr Justice Tebbm found that this had not been
done, making the subdivision allezal.

He also loomd that official had ot wsed CxIslng
regulations o control overgruzmg and that the Ciover-
et had not informed residents adeguately of what
wits beiig plinned

Mr Justice Tehbat rstored the Lind o thiE ComTimidi-

II.:|._f..I1II:|."|:'-=. amd ordered M I:'ur[_l, 0 pay cosls

Ihe 3% lesscholders will be told to leave the s

Chaly those who make g lwving from farmang  ane ‘ - '

alawed 40 sty on — and Firm commupally Members of the Leliesfontein commun leaving the church after a thanksgiving service.
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Workers

SOUTH African umion

SOUTH Afmcan  umon
leaders early this month
celebrated Labour Day
by uniformly rejecting the
Labour Relations Amen-
dment Bill as a threat 1o
indusinal relabions.

Rallies organised by
the main union groupings
the Congress of SA Trade
Unions (Cosatu) and the
National Council of Tra-
de Unions (MNactu) went
ahead peacefully.

However, al Sowelo's
Regina Mundi Church
police repeatedly inter-
vened durnng a Nactu-
organised meeting attend-
ed by about 200 people.

Pobice who sat in on the
meeting and filmed pro-
ceedings had 1o be per-
suaded by the organisers
to allow a workers' play
(o conunue. Several po-
lice vehicles were parked
outside throughout the
meetng.

unite against labour bills

Nl:}-r

Capetonians celebrate May Day at the rally in UWC

Addressing the meeting .

Mactu's assistant general
secretary Mr  Pandelani
Mefolouhodwe called on
the labour movement (o
prepare 1o defend itselfl
against “State attack™ in
[988.

“The State has banned
organisaions, closed
down newspapers and at-
tacked the workers in the
form of the Labour Rela-
tons Ammendent Bill,

“The hll, amed an se-
nosly restricting trade un-
ion activities will cause a
ot of strain in the Indus-
irnial Relations field as n
gves employers an upper
hand especiallv as its ap-
plication will be backed
by the might and brutal
force of the Swate.”

Al the University of the
Witwatersrand in Johan-
nesburg, Cosatu  official
Mr Kgetsi Lehoko told
more than 1500 people
that the State’s actions

against unions came at a
time when workers™ living
standards were under in-
creasing  attack by  the
State President’s **Botha-
nomics” economic pro-
gramime.

“The wage freeze will
INCrease Poverty, starva-
tion and hunger”, sad
Mr Lehoko told the spiri-
ted meeting, punciuated
bv worker slogans and
SOMs.

Fedtraw { Federation of
Transvaal Women)
spokesperson Ms Aman-
da Kwadi told the meet-
ing that South Afncan
workers had a tradition
ol celebrating Labour
Day and continued to do
s0 despate the restnctions
placed on opposition or-
gamsations and leader-
ship.

“In South Africa, the
struggle of workers can-
not be separated from
that of the community

May Day in Namibia

MAY DAY worker's ral-
lies went off peacefully
around Mamibia as the
lerritorv’s labour force
enjoyed their second offs-
cial Worker's Day holi-
day weekend

This vear, Monday 2nd
has been declared a pub-
lic holiday because May
Day actually fell on a
Sunday.

Rallies held by the
SWAPO - affiliated
unions were generally
well-attended, with an all-

day gathenng drawing
what union officials cla-
med were & 000 people 10
a dusty meecting area mn
Windhoek's Katutura
township. Speakers from
the local unkons and two
officials from the Cong-
ress of South Afncan
Irade Unions addressed
the Windhoek rally, while
South Afncan black mu-
sic group Cheek 1o Cheek
entertained the crowd.
Banners proclaiming
socialism as the answer

for workers” problems
were 1n evidence, and a
number of calls were
made for the withdrawal
of South Afnca from
MNamibia and the imple-
mentation of the United
Mations Resolu-tion 4315
settlement plan for the
country.

Paolice observed the ral-
ly in Windhoek from a
police station less than a
kilometre away, but made
no attempt o move closer
to the gathering.

because workers are equ-
ally affected by the same
problems affecting their
communities,” sard Ms
Kwadi. Thes problems in-
cluded the eviction of rent
defaulters, the enforce-
ment of the Group Arcas
Act and the educaiion
CTISIS,

Fediraw supported the
workers' struggle .for a
living wage and their op-
position to the Labour
Relations Amendment
Bill, she added.

Al a meetng called by
the Johannesburg branch
of the Commercial, Cate-
ring and Allied Workers’
Umon, a Nabonal Coun-
cil of Trade Unions
spokesman, Mr Paul
Plaatjies described the
Labour Relations Amen-
dment Bill as “an attack
on the entire labour
movement .

“Unions all over the
world have political views

S
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For the South African
unmon movemeni iI'I par=-
ticular, it is a must that
they tike a political
stand,” siad Mr Plaatjies.
Mactu, he sad condemn-
ed the restnictions placed
on 18 organisations inclu-
ding the Cosatu.

Al the University of the
Western Cape, Cosatu
general secretary Mr Jay
Maidoo told a 2000-
strong audience that the
labour movement was un-
der “Systematic” attack
from the Government
through the imposition of
a wage freere and at-
lempts to curtall union
activines. i

“We must resist at-
tempts by the state 1o
criminalise our activities,’
he said.

Cosatu said it had been
refused permission to
hold an indoor meeting in
Port Elizabeth. Permis-
sion had been refused for
in outdoor rally in Natal.

IF THE BILLS ARE PASSED:
able to strike over the
“same  issue” in a
period of 15 months,
This means, for exam-
ple that if workers went
on strike during wage
negotiations last year,
they won't be able to
legally strike during
negotiations the next
year, even if they don't
accept the wage offer,

* |t will be far more
difficult to go on strike.
Workers will have to go
through even more
steps than they do now
and will become more
reliant on lawyers and
more educated union
leaders.

® Strike action can be
made sven more diffi-
cult with the clause
that workers can only
strike if the dispute is
referred to a conciliat-
ion board or industrial
council within 21 days
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of it starting.
& Strikes can be post-
poned endlessly. Where-
as workers now have to
spend 30 days trying to
end a dispute, the In.
dustrial Council or the
Department of Man-
power will be able to
order workers to keep
delaying a strike for 30
days at a time.

® Bosses will be able
to fire people on strike
and to re-employ who-
ever they want to after
a strike,

& Bosses’ power is also
increased in that they
can interdict or stop
legal strikes. Now they
can only stop illegal
strikes. They will be
able to go to court and
stop a legal strike if
they can show the
strike is hurting a
“third party’’ like a cus-
tomer or even office
staff who can"t work
during a strike,

FOURTEEN voung Cape
['own men and a woman
will be appeanng i the
Cape Town Supreme

Court over the next [ew
months on charges of ter-
rorism and having links
with the ANC and the

Commumst Party,

If convicted they face
spending the rest of their
youth—in jail. Why did
they choose to join the
Afncan National Cong-
ress and what did they
intend to achieve?!

Last year saw a host of
tnals in Cape Town and
other parts of the country
where young South Afrn-
CANS WCIc !illf!'lll."l'll:l."l:l 4]
life imprisonment for
their involvement in ANC
activities,

An interesting aspect of
most of the cases was the

commutment of coloured
men and women to the
ANC,

Ashley Knel, killed in
July last year, was a sol-
dier in the ANC, as was

Robert Macbnide, await-
ing death in Pretoria Cen-
tral for the Magoo's Bar
blast in Durban.

Ceail Esau of Wynberg.
sentenced to 12 years im-
_prisonment for terro-rsm
last year, said he joined
the ANC after he faced
the dilemma and challen-
ge of every young South
African.

“It 15 not shametul if a
rebellion fails, but o s
shameful il a generation
endures without rebel-
hon,™ he said.

Duentin Michacls, a

teacher from Bonteheu-
wel also sentenced o 12
years explaned to the
court that he looked for

Facing ftrial
for treason

guidance in the Bible for
his decision (o reson (o
violence aganst the State,

Faneda Khan, sentenc-
ed two weeks ago o six
months imprisonment ad-
mitted n court that she
had joined the ANC in
1982,

I the latest tnal, Umi-
versity of the Western
Cape students Ashley
Forbes, Peter Jacobs and
Yasmina Pandy -together
with Bonteheuwel eacher
Leon Scott, Nicklo Ped-
ro, Nazeem Lowe, Anwa
Dramat, Clement Baad-
jies David Fortuin, Jere-
my Veary, Walier Rhoo-
de, Wayne Malgas, Collin
Caimncross, Ashraf Kar-
riem and Colin Petersen
are facing charges of ter-
rorism.

Their ages range from
19 1o 29

A Wynberg resident
who knew Ashley well
before he left the country
said she understood the
motivation which led him
o where he was ioday.

“Ashley was always
concerned about the suf-
fering of other people.”
she said,

“*Even though he 5
very young, he under-
stands the hardships we
parents lace.”

She sad  Ashley

well known in the com-

Wil

munity.

*He was always knock-
ing at our door with a
pamplet or newspaper, If
there was a campaign a-
round an the
community, Ashley
would get involved.

“He has a lot of energy
and 15 totally devoled 1o
the struggle™.

SSUE 1N
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THE LAND SHALL BE SHARED

THE LAND SHALL BE

SHARED AMONG THOSE
WHO WORK IT!

Resirciion of lnd ownership on @ reclal basis shall bo

engled, and all ihe land re-divided amongs! those who

wark i, B0 Banish fenine and land husger

Thi st shall help e peasants with imploments, Seods,
raciors and dams o save the soll and assist the tilkers;
Fradam al moveenend shall b guanariced o all who work
o e land:

All shall hase the right bo occupy lamd whenseer they
Chosni.

Pecgle shall nod be robbssd of heir catile, and jorced

#houl and larm prisons shall Be Abalished,

T, pypla e

maal

sommiunity ls decent and peiice loving. Wiy must we loave our homaes?

We shall not be moved
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PETER Mokaba's recent de-
tention has shocked and an-
gered many people. The bru-
tal and savage treatment re-
portedly meted oun to him

by the state leaves us fearing
for his safety, no, his life, We
are only too painfully aware
of the many comrades who
have “taken their own lives™,
whilst in the hands of the
staie.

According to his sister, his
mother was also  detained
shortly after she had acci-
dently seen him, after a
blunder by the police. His
maother claimed that she had

Education not re-registration

Students are calling for the immediate release uf
detained pupils and teachers, the abolition cf
corporal punishment and an end to police

harrasment.

the launching rally.

he said.

laste of prison. In 1963 he
spent 2 vears in prson for
lurthering the aims of the
Alfncan Natonal Congress.

seen and spoken to him and
he told ber that he was bewng
tortured. She also saw bruis-
es in his face. This s nol
difficult o believe as recent

studies of detentions have re- SAYCO consists of 500 you-

th organsations, uniting its

vealed that detainees some-
nmes undergo creel and in-

i TIMD - . 3
humane treatment in the D00 members under one

banner. The launch of SAY-
CO is described as oen of the
most significant political de-
velopments in this country in
recent hustory, -

hands of the secunty police.
Peter, 26 vears old, is the

president of SAYCO (South

Afnican Youth Copgress).

Much of Mokaba's life has =L |.'
been spent an the jals of Under the IH'H'H' it is an offence to

apartheid. In 1977, when he publish the photo of anyone in
was only 15 he had his first detention.

Oin his release, he was almost
immediately re-detained and
charged for being a soldier of

Umkhonto we Sizwe, the
armed wing of the ANC, He
spenl A yedr in prson before
being released after a succes-
sful appeal against his sen-

tence. He was again detained
in 1985, and spent a further ¥
months in Y preventative
detention”,

Mo one comrade 15 indis-
pensable, Structures and or-
ganisations have 1o be built.
When any comrade falls

there shall always be others
to take their place. This is
part of the philosophy of
SAYCO. It is this kind of
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‘We fear for Peter Mokaba’s life

thinking which gave birth 1o
the slogan of SAYCO,

“*FREEDOM OR DEATH.
VICTORY 1S CERTAIN",
It s this kind of thinking
which shall ensure that SAY-
CO will not die.

We demnd that Peter and
all our comrades in detention
and on *Death Row"™ be re-
leased as their only crime is
being dehcuted 1o the fight
aganst tyranny and for Jurs-
tice and democracy in a lnee
south Alfnca. If that s
cnme, we. all 26 mithon of us
should be jailed

Viva Cape Democrats

WHITES cannot be left behind in the struggle.
They have to be pulled along. That was the
message of the launching rally of Cape Democrats,
opened by veteran activist Helen Josaph.

For Helen and Cape Democrats Chairperson
Amy Thomton, the event was a nostalgic one.
Both had been members of the Congress of Demo-
erats which was banned along with the ANC 35
years ago. Now, with 2000 people at the City
Hall, they were launching a new organisation to
bring white democrats into struggle.

Cape Democrats was formed at a conference
two weeks earlier. 120 delegates decided to form a
non-racial organisation to bring whites into the
democratic movement. They voted that Cape
Democrats should adopt the Freedom Charter, and '
seek affiliation to the UDF.

Cape Democrats should
white community that they had nothing to fear
Mkhatshwa said. “Those
white democrats who have already joined the
struggle have proved to themselves that black and
white people can live together"’.

It was also important that Cape Democrats take
whites into the townships to see the reality of
their country. “Many overseas visitors come to our
townships and then leave knowing more about this
country than whites who were born here™, he said.

Cape Democrats would face many difficulties
said Fr. Mkhatshwa, But the organisations should
persevere, because they would play an important
role in bringing about a new South Africa.

Messages of support for Cape Democrats were
Cape Democrats would help to strengthen non- received from many organisations and individuals,
racialism by bringing more white democrats into including SAYCO, UNCO and UDF Publicity Sec-
the democratic movement, Amy Thornton told retary Hilda Ndude. Singer Jennifer Ferguson also
appeared at the rally, and sang songs about the
Whites had more space 1o organise because they oppression of children in South Africa.
were treated with “soft gloves” by the regime, said
Father Smangaliso Mkhatshwa, former Secretary
of the Catholic Bishops Conference, Organisations: over 200 paid-up members. And, as more than
like Cape Democrats should use that space to help 1000 whites in the City Hall raised their fists to

protect the defenceless majority from repression, sing the National Anthem, it was clear that the.
. organisation has great pmnml

from democracy, Fr.

After only three weeks, Cape Democrats has

IF coloured and black
education authorities
are harvesting bitter
crops they only have
themselves to blame for
they sowed the seads of
discontent this year.
And, one does not need
a crystal ball to forecast
that the discontent at
Cape Flats high schools
will continue.

Peace will only re-
turn once South Africa
has been transformed
into a non-racial demo-
cracy with one educat-
on sy stem.

Sadly, an organisat-
jon like the National
Education Crisis Com-
mitteea which could
have defused the sit-
uation has been restrict-
ed.

Thara were early
signs that this would
not be a trouble-free
year at schools but the
warnings were ignored.

The Department of
Education and Training
did not cover itself with
glory on February 16,
the second day of an
unprecedented  three-
day stayaway by teach-
ars, when it refused to
see black high school
teachers at its offices
on the Foreshora.

go and reassura the

Teachers were in-
structed to report for
duty at schools the
next day. A spokesman
for the teachers said
they wanted the depart-
ment to admit all pupils
who had failed to enrol
when the deadline for
registration expired on
Fabruary 2.

The teachers ignored
the directive to return
to school on February
17. Instead they met
under bizarre circum-
stances at Uluntu Cen-
tre in Guguletu. Thay
were initially prevented
from holding the meet-
ing, but were allowed
to go ahead after agree-
ing to police being pre-
sent, not to discuss

boycotts and to restrict
discussions to a report-
back of a meeting their
representatives had had
with Mr Sam de Beer,
Deputy Minister of
Education and Training.

Early in March, the
delegation met Mr de
Beer again, leaving his
office “‘empty-handed™.
Significant about the
teachers’ stayaway is
that for the first time
members of the demo-
cratic African Teachers”
Union and the Peninsula
African Teachers’ Asso-
ciation were united in
their opposition to the
department,

Members of both
organisations were part
of the two delegations
which had met Mr de
Beer.

Minister of Educs-
tion and Development
Aid, Dr Gerrit Viljoen,
answering & question
from Progressive Fed-
eral Party MP for Gar-
dens, said in Parliament
in March that the boy-
cott had affected eight
high schools in the Pen-
insula.

He said the Joint
Students” Represantat-
ive Council, a branch of
the Western Cape Stu-
dents’ Congress, had
distributed pamphlets
calling on pupils to
sympathise with pupils
turned away by schools.

He described the
pamphlets as “intimi-
dating, inflammatory
and inciting™.

The department, in
turn, distributed a
counter-pamphlet say-
ing stayaway actions
were senseless in the
townships.

“Today, the security
forces are effectively
threatening to occupy
schools in the name of
Taw and order’, they
said.

‘“We want to say
clearly: education can-
not happen at gun-
point. The response of
the authorities is a
recipe of chaos and
confrontation that des-
troys all hope of "nor-
mal® schooling and
undermines a meaning-
ful educational pro-

r

They said security
forces “have no exper-
ience  that qu:lifm:
them to be involved in
the educational
process™. They called

for an end to the harass-

ment of teachers and
pupils, the release of
detainees and for demo-
cratic organisations to
be allowed to meet
freely. They urged the
Department of Educat-
ion and Training to
reinstate all suspended
teachers uncondition-
ally.

Their demands were
the minimum precon-
ditions to ensura a hasis
for negotiation and
peace in schools, they
said. At at Press confer-
calied by the group, Mr
Sonn said it would be
useless and a waste of
time for the group to
speak to education
authorities — “because
they do not control
schools.

The major issue was
the Government's re-
fusal to allow pupils
and teachers to express

" themselves, he said. He

found the demands of
the Western Cape Stu-

dents’ Congress reason-
able and fair, he said.

Five of the teachers
who took part in the
stayaway were suspend-
ad without pay for
alleged misconduct in
March. They are Mr OM
Mbekwa and Mr Ernest
Hendla of ID Mkize
High School in Guguletu
and Mr Thembikile
Plaatjie, Mr Vuyo Hiaba
and Mr Zolile Fonya of
Langa High School.

Their suspension
triggered off another
wave of dissatisfaction.
Tension at schools in-
creased last week over a
police threat to “force’”
Mitchell’s Plain pupils
into classrooms if they
“mill around™ schools,
The regional inspector
of the Department of
Education and Culture,
Mr DJ Rabie, warned
that police believed
some pupils wers not
interested in normal
programmes and were
disrupting schools.

The police threat
was condemned by
various teachers, prin-
cipals, Wecsco and the
Democratic Lawyers
Organisation. This week
was in many ways
reminiscent of 1985 —
the year when Cape
Flats held a protracted
boycott of school — as
thousands of pupils
protested against
developments and con-
ditions at Cape Flats
high schools.

Wecsco, which rep-
resents pupils at most
Cape Flats schools,
called for the immed-
iate release of detained
pupils and teachers, the
abolition of corporal
punishment and an end
to “police harassmant™,
The congress said pupils
demanded the right to
hold peaceful marches
and rallies.

It also called on the
Department of Edu-
cation and Training to
admit more than 1000
pupils refused admis-
gion to black high
schools this year and to
abolish the system re-
Quiring pupils to carry
blue cards giving them
access to schools.
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THE LAND SHALL BE SHARED

THE LAND SHALL BE

SHARED AMONG THOSE
WHO WORK IT!

Resirciion of lnd ownership on @ reclal basis shall bo

engled, and all ihe land re-divided amongs! those who

wark i, B0 Banish fenine and land husger

Thi st shall help e peasants with imploments, Seods,
raciors and dams o save the soll and assist the tilkers;
Fradam al moveenend shall b guanariced o all who work
o e land:

All shall hase the right bo occupy lamd whenseer they
Chosni.

Pecgle shall nod be robbssd of heir catile, and jorced

#houl and larm prisons shall Be Abalished,
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Child-minding The reason for Ramadaan

in Belhar

A child-minding project
has been initiated by
the Belhar Advice Off-
ice (BAO). The project
started on 15 February
this year with only four
childminders. Two
field workers, Raviera
Syme and Cedric Not-
shivumbe co-ordinated
the project. Already we
have 11 childminders
and 60 children.

The broad aims and
objectives of the pro-
ject are:

* To create job oppor-
tunities and reduce un-
employment by involy-
ing as many childmind-
ers as possible.

* To articulate prob-
lems in the area such as

children in the streets, .

garly school leaving,
gtc. and to provide
childcare facilities.

* To improve tha
standard of education
of childminders by edu-
cational training by
Grassroots Educare and
ELRU

* To bring parents to-
gether so that they can
help their children in
the involvement of a
day centre or creche in
the area.

* To bridge the gap
betweean early learning
and school-going child-

ren.

* To build a good
relationship  between
the community and the
Advice Office.
ACTIVITIES

On the 26 February
this year the childmind-
ers had a training work-
shop at Belhar Minor
Hall. They then had a
joint outing workshop
with the Extension
Youth Congress on 12

March.

The childmindars
have visited other day-
care centres and pre-
schools like Blackheath
Childminding Project,
the Early Learning Cen-
tre and the Belhar Pre-
school Association. The
local clinic in Belhar
has been contacted,
they are supportive of
the project and a good
working  relationship
has been built up with
tham.

PROBLEMS
There are Transport,
financial and wvenue

problems. The BAO do
not have a vehicle and
this has severely ham-
pered the amount of
work that could be
done by the two field
workers, who have to
rely on public trans-
port.

The project depends
heavily on the fees of
the parents, although
some support is recei-
ved from Grassroots
Educare Centre.

For meetings the
houses of different chi
childminders are used,
but for training sessions
they can only use the
Minor Hall during the
childminding hours.

THE WAY FORWARD

To get more people
involved, the Office will
try to draw in the
Youth Movements and
other progressive com-
munity organisations in
the area. We are work-
ing towards developing
a pre-school structure
in the area, as well as
trying to strengthen the
organisations in Belhar
and initiate more pro-
jects like this.

South Cape Sash
on the move

In May 1955 six house-
de-
cidded 1w do something
about the Senate Bill that
wis 1o remiove “Colouned”
vilers from the Cape
common roll.

Ihe organisation was

Wives

soron nick-named the
‘Black Sash® by the Press.
lhough the campaign
stop the Bill
being passed, the mems-
bers resolved to continue
the hight and o oppose
the Crovernments at-
tempts to entrench apart-
heid in every sphere of the
South Afncan lhife.
Commented Jean
Sanchor, the organisa-
tion’s first president. ~We
knew that no short term
solution was possible, we

Guled 1o

would have 1o settle down
to years of dogged and
sustnned  protest against
injustice and discrimina-
Lon™,

What does the Black Sash
do?

It strives for the recog-
nition and protection by
law of human rights and
liberties,

It protests aganst any
law or regulation which
diminishes the rights and
freedoms of the indivi-
dual,

[t also runs advice of-
fices, which are operating
throughout the country.

The Black Sash also
sends members (o attend
court  Cases FI.'I;.“.II'IF| (L]
unrest all over the coun-
try.

During the last few
vears membership has in-
creased enormously.

It is clear that a grow-
ing number of women,

cuncasy  about the path
South Afnca is taking,
join the Black Sash 1o
stand up and be counted.

FROM |8th Apnl 1o the
[Tth of May, uf
month of Ramadan for
mushms all over the
world. From before sun-
rise no food or drink wall
pass the lips of muslims
until the call 1o prayer at
sunset {Maghrib).

This month of lasting 1s
far more than just a hun-
ger sirike. I's a month of
self discipline o control
not only ones appette,
but to develop a better
attitude to Allah (God),

5 the

————————_—_—_—_

to religion, to one's fellow
human beings and 1o life.

According to the Qu-
raan: "0 vou who be-
lieve! Fasting is prescrib-
ed for you, as it was
prescribed to those before
you, that you may ward
off evil.™

In this month then you
will see many signs of
“warding ofl™ these evils,
You will see, for example
that the mosques will be
full. Muslims will pray as
they should always, 5

times a day.

Al might children wall
take cookics to their neis
ghbours. This s training
to ward off the evil of
scparateness, of selfish-
ness and indivadua-lism,
Instead, sharing. a sense
of community and toget-
herness 15 encourag-ed.

In this month, while
some fast out of chowe,
others fast because they
have no food. Many of
our people suffer hunger
pangs all their lives, Ra-

madan 1 not only in
solidarty with their stru-
gele, the pangs of hunger
remind ws that the evil of
poverty, low wages and
exploitation must be wip-
ed out completely.

But it is not only food
that s abstained from, i
is also lving, gossiping,
backbiting and so on that
needs to be sacrificed. All
the ewvils that oppose truth
must be worked against.
The lies and gossip we see
and hear on TV and in

the state media is also
included in this. It is
obvious that they do not
know how to fast.

Ramadan is then the
month of training. It is a
traiming session with good
ones, replacing separate-
ness with togetherness
and comuunity, replacing
selfishness with shaning,
replacing lies with truth.
It is a tume to create
believers 1 Allah who
will stand up for these
vilues.

Despite Botha's attempt to divide the people of the church from their leaders, Christians everywhere are standing up

for truth and justice.

A prophetic voice of
justice and hope

THE Chnstian tradition
clearly aflirms that when
human authonty conflicts
with divine authonity the
sovereighty of God must
prevail. When a povern-
ment L'l.'.II'IHS‘IE'I'IlI}' abuses
its power and fails o act
in the common good the
church s obliged 1o re-
spond in two ways: firs/-
Iy, it must resast the tyr-
anny of the prevailing
government in the interes-
is of true govern-ment.
Under such crcumstan-
ces the highest service the
church can pay the state
i5 o expose its illegiti-
macy and pave the way
for just and true govern-
ment., Secondly, the chur-
ch must act to restore
hope amongst the victims
of tyranny. In this way

the church embraces the
cause of suffenng people

as they struggle for free-
dom and full human hife,

In affirming this tradi-
tion, most South Afrcan
churches have for at least
thirty vears protested the
systemtic development of
begal structure which pro-
tects white interests and
excludes the majonty
black populaton from
meaningful participation
in political processes.

These churches- have ex-
pressed anger at the suffe-
ring caused by oppressive

legislation o millions of

black South Afncans;

they have declared apart-
herd 10 be an heretical
contradiction of the cs-
sence of the gospel; they

have made representa-

tions, sent letters and ap-
peals, and formulated re-
solutions; they have pray-
ed for an end to unjust

rule and the incepuion of,

just government; and
some Christians have en=
waged in costly non-
violent resistance 1o the
state.  All these appeals
have fallen upon the deal
cars of the aparthesd re-
gme, which persists in its
evil domination and ex-
ploitation of the majornity
of South Afncans.

In response 1o this
church leaders have
sought (o translate the
prophetic message of the
gospel into dramatic acts
of resistance, which af-

firm the Lordship of Je-

sus Chnst above all hu-
man authonty. In so do-
ing they merely proclaim
in action what has long
been verbally armculated.
Therefore, the current
escalating conflict be-
tween church and state in
South Africa results, on
the one hand, from the
BOVETT-Mments persistent
failure to respond to the
ery of church and nation
and, on the other hand,
from determination of the
churches to actively af-
firm the sovereignty of

God as both a judgement
against tyranny, and sou-
ro¢ of hope for the op-
pressed.

In this situation we call

all Chnstians to re-affirm

the Lordship of Chnst
and stand behind ther
leaders. All attempts 10
discredit and destroy the
prophetic voice of the
church 15 a challenge w
God and all Chnstians.
The South Aldncan gov-
ernment claims for itsell
authority which 15 God’s
alone, and it 15 upon ths
supreme blasphemy that
it will stumble and fall.

Further we call upon
all Christians to redouble
the search for strategies of
non-viclent resistance
which wall demonstrate
the Lorship of Chnst,
help to remove the tyrant
and enable the establish-
ment of just and true

ngETI'I-!'I'II!I'Il.
=
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DE LANDE- Waar water 'gesteel” word

IEEWYL ons almal
koorsagtig allke nuus ver-
slind het oor die Vioed-
geteisterde gebiede, 15
diar ‘n gebwed binne ons
Lindsgrense wat vir die al-
gelope sewe (T) jaar geen
noemenswaardige reénval
gehad het nmie. Hierdie ge-
hicd 15 DE LANDE
sroep van 4 plase rongd-
om Yan wyksvilen, “n dow-
pie i dic Karoo,

lerwyl ons almal gebid
en pehoop het dat die
slogodlers vaiin Wi vioed-
TeUmipy Bagd Mafl i hulle
moel inboet e hul
pogings omvan de waters

lewy
e ontviug mie, 15 daar
dmder manse wat hul vry-
heid en liggaamhke lecd
nact frofseer om skegs n
heker te bekom. Hierdwe
wese s die *\.HHL'H.I.II'IIJL"
Kleurlinge van De Lande.
1985 sen-
sty het Van Wyksvler on-

Volgens die

voveer KD R bearlinge

wiiirain AN [KS gesinne)
Dhe
MICEsSIe MENse VErmig seise

op Lk Lodde woon.
|'r|_'|11.-.|;1'|v.1.'. sons e skeer
van skaap, en die ander is
pensioentrek kers,

Hulle huur bouvallige
klemhuse wat verhuuar

word teen 'n hushuor
vanmal REMY ot R2000
pm. [he hwsvesting s

bhane haghk en ongeskik
vr bewinning deur mense
Scifs dic Karcerberg Af-
delingsraad moes in 'n
el aan die sendingkerk
poceee dat de huse “mic
Platte-

Lamabse Samitére  regulasie

e

vislihowen I1l.|iq.'

Wieens die armoede

van e De lLande in-
woners kan hulle mwe al-
fermiimewye husverting be-
kom e, Die plaashoere
hesel dhe stund van ke
en hurwer nig om Jdit wit e
bt en sodogncke ol han-
vils op die mense e vers-

lew (S ]

Soos by, die geval van
n sckere Mnor. Bosman
wial na ‘mo woondewisses

hing met die plassemaar
summmer i e pad ge-
stevk 15, Hv s met sy hele
gesin en besittings langs
dhe groot pad afgelaa.
lemperatuur van daardie
tvd het gewissel vanal 40

tot 45°C,

Hulle het "n kommbers
bos  gespan vir
beskutiing teen die bloed-

Or n

ige hitte. Mnr. Bosman se
twee klen kimders was ma
dric dae in die bloedige
hitte i 'n versknkhke
tocstand,

I'videlike husvesting s
vir hom en sy gesin geredd
deur
TALTESATTS

n gemecnskapsor-
CARAVAN,
n simesmelung van die
gemeerskupsorganisasie

van Camavon, en Van
Wyksvier, Die mwoners
van De Lande het dit

duidehik  gestel dat die
Bosman-insident glad mie
'n geisoleerde gebeurtens

15 e, i ol e e
hrnk by plascicnaars is
om geskille metl werkers

S0 0p e Jos!

Huisvesting Is egier me
grootste probleem van die
De Lande imwoners nie,
Hul grootsic probleem s
WATER!

Vir die afpgelope sewe
paar word die gebied deur
n ongenadige droogie ge-

teister. Lhie inwoners vian

De Lande word verplog-
om water van modder-
gatte, aan te rv. Hierdie
moddergatte dien ook as
die drnkpled van diere.

S5oms trel die mense
dooie diere in die waler

wan. Hierdie karkasse
et hulle dan net wit die
moddergatte verwyder en
voorigaan om hulle hou-
ers met die vrol waler e
vul.

Dhie  water word per
donkickar na De Lande
¢ INWONCTS VEertyoer en
teen m tamel van R2.50
per drom verkoop

Kragnwuter 15 wr die
De Lande-inwoners Laboe
Hulle word ingevolge n
munisipabe regulasic ver-
bied om Kraanwater op
Van Wyksvier 1e dnnk

Vir dinkwater vir hul
kinders het bae inwoners
van De Lamnde 'n probeer

om witer op die dorp w
“steel”. Laar n de nag
slup dwe Inwoners che

dorp binne en probeér
ikin bl
publicke krane wvul

houers by die

Indien hulle deur die
phsie betrap word, word
hul hovers met waler om-
gekeer en hulle un dic
dorp gejaag. e De Lan-
de inwoners 5 verbatter
oor die stand van sake
miiar besel dat daar base
rmin 15 wail hulle kan doen
o hul ViET-
beter, tensy hulle die by-
stand van die kleurlinge
wiil in die dorp Vin

wyksviei woon, kry.

priss e

Werklose vroue, met die hulp van KCC, het n naaimasjien kiub in De Lande begin

—

w Dear Grassroots

* *

WCKO word ongewens verklaar :

WESKUS Chrstelike Kul-
tour Organesusie (WCORKO) 15
ongewens! Dit wat die een-
parige besluit by die Alge-
mene Jaarsvergadering vand
ic Weskus Raad van Kerke
D alge-
vaardigdes van 12 lidge-
meentes het hierdie  beslunt
geneem nadat getumiems van
verskillende afgevaardigdes
aangehoor is van die manier
waarop WKCO i hul ge-
meentes onmin en  verdeel-
hewd veroorsaak het.

Die WCKO st dat by
interkerklik s en daarop it
is om die kinders, jongmense
en ouers wat by hulle aan-
slunt CGod woe te
bring om kinders van God te

i Malmesbury,

e rug i

word, Apevaardigdes van
Vredenburg se Sendingkerk

het egter gese dat WCKO hul
veral op Kerkjeug en de
Kerkhoor tocgspits het. Hul-
le =& dat de jeug en kerk-
koorlede opgednng. Dhe ge-
volg van hierdie bedrywig-
hede was dat die kerkraad
die kerkkoor ontbeed het en
sommige lede onder tug ge-
plaas het as gevolg van hul
optredes, Die senioneug s
deur WCKO banadeel om-
daut hulle die jeug verdeel het
en dic jumorjeug het ook
grool probleme gehad. Die
gevolg van al hierdwe
WCKO-betrokkenhewl was
dat die kerkraad 'n beslun
moes noem om  lede van
WCKO nmie op kerklike ver-
enigings s¢ besture toc te laal
nie.

Afgevaardiges van Sal-

danha s¢ dne kerke AME,
CPSA en NGSK het ook
petuig dat WCKO besig s
om in hul gemeenskap die
jeuy te organiseer on le ver-
deel. Afgevaardigdes het ver-
wys mi kampe wal WCKO
vir die jeug reél en die indruk
wat hulle kry is dat WCKO
baie geld ot hul beskikking
het. Bewernings 15 ook pe-
maak dat hierdic geld al-
komstig s van die Arbewders-
party.

Die Weskus Raad van
Kerke het in sy besluit bena-
druk dat die organisenng van
die (kerk) jeug dwe verant-
woordelikheid van die Chins-
telike Kerk is. Die WREK het
ook besluit om mnlging oor
die WCKO aan jeugtakke en
lidgemeentes te stuur.

FOR PROGRESSIVE
BOOKS & LITERATURE

MM XN OIEONEOX XXX

| want to express my deep
concern abowut the people
of £olam near Ashion in
these tmes of dilficulues.

Here at Ashion we
have one lactory where
about evervbody of . the
4000 o 5000 souls are
depenikant dunng the sca-
son perisd that & from
Cictober up o March.

But what disgusts me s
that most people [rom
Zodani are nol emploved
dunng this penod and
only people from Worces-
ter. Robertson amnd sur-
rouding Farms are emplo-
ved becuuse there ane
some moncys they give
out 1o the so-called Blick
Personnel. OiTicer o buy
work,

As far as Indusinal Act
i5 concerned o Personnel

Officer s supposed to be
d traned person in that
field who knows how to
orginise aml plice work-
ers in a workplace.

The reasons for these
brnberies 15 that the re-
sponsible Personnel Off-
cera vetkal amnd mosi
pEopk® are comrades and
therefore they have a keas
chance ol
employed.

We therefore want 1o
see that the vetkat
comrade story in this fac-
tory i scratched and eve-
rvbody should enjoy equ-
al prvaleddges in thes caipe-
tahst Rictory. Young amd
old are demed equality of
opportunitics in this our
town, Ashton,

Thanking you,

ever  petting

andd

MHONON NN XM N OO N XX
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Ashton
se vet
katte

Liewe grassroots,

Ek it baie hartsesr oor
wat in Ashton gebeur.
Die kinders het in
November geboikot vir
een (1) dag. Die ge-
meenskapsraad het nou
n groep ondersteunes
wat nou mense in die
nag slaan. Hierdie men-
se wat as die INKATHA
bekend staan, werk
saam met die Polisie.

Die regering het glo
geld aan die gemeen-
skapsraad oorhandig vir
hulp aan die werkloses,
maar hulle (inkatha)
verdeel dit onder me-
kaar en sé dit is wvir
hulle omdat hulle in die
nag al die swaar werk
moat doen, (dit is nou
om mense in die nag te
glaan).

Om ons mense nog
verder kwaad 18 maak is
daar die ding van die
kontrakteurs wat huise
bou in Ashton. Die In-
katha het vir hulle gesé
dat hulle vir Ashton se
kontrakwerkers in hul
diens slags R20-00 p.w.
moet betaal.

Hierdie Inkatha, of
VET KATTE soos ons
in Ashton wir hulle
noem, sorg aan die
anderkant baie goed vir
hulself en hulle onder-
steuners. Hulle ontvang
hulle gewone salaris as
fabriekwerkers plus die
R50-00 p.w. vir die nag
werk. Hulledie VET
KATTE misgun vir die
kontrakwerkers van
Ashton 'n regverdige
leefbare loon. Hierdie
VET KATTE doen
hulelg bair vroom voor
en sommige van hulle
staan soms agter die

preekstoel.
Ons in Ashton voel
die VET “Inkatha"

KATTE kriminele is,
want hulle stesl van
ander mensa. Hulle
moet egter onthou dat
daar ‘'n GOD is wat nie
slaap nie, en ook nie
vargeet nie.

Eenheid in die stryd,
Eddie Mkweto.

il

iqlll ||IIII‘|1|I||l
!'lir||||li ||‘I |||
il' |-|

||| 1‘ fhe 1”I|rr1-

>
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PHONE
BENNY

637-1321

18 Main Road,
RONDEBOSCH

637-1332

ALL OUR MEATS ARE A CUT
-...ABOVE THE REST!

Tel:

(021) 6894112 1
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A huge network of over
500 committess, controll-
ed by the mulitary and
police 15 co=ordinating
povermental and state ac-
tvity al every level ol
South Afncan life.

When the government
declared s first state of
emergency, the only sys-
tem in place to monitor
and control the varowos
actvaties and Tunctions
was the old state securnity
council machinery  with
s vanous commilices
and regonal centres.

AL that bme the sysiem
was found to be lacking
us far as proper com-
munication and control

channels were concerncd,

apart from the fact that it .

wis designed lor a difle-
rent function. A new
siruciure, the Natonal
Secunty Management
Sysiem, was introduced
specilically for the runn-
ing of the state of emer-
1

Since then it has grown
to such an extent that it
now reaches across the
country; having a pres-
Cence In every town or
dorpie.

There i1s very litthe
known about this system

which allows the secunty
forces (SADF & SAP) a
big say in making decr-
sions in every level of
government.

Sinister

The commiticss are ab-
le to take part in decision-
making right from the top
levels of the state to the
lowest,

1. At the top is the State
Sccunty Councill [SSC)
which works at cabinet
level and meets twice a
week. It makes recom-
mendations on  nabional
“total strategy” 10 the
cabinet.

2. The nexi level s the
working commutiee of the
55C, made up of the
heads of most of the
EOVETTITRE NI 'ljl‘pi”'[ﬂ'li.‘l'i[-\
and other cabinel ¢om-
miltees. |t prepares and
makes recommendations
to the S5C.

1. The secretanale is the
full-time stafl of the S5C.
4. The next level is a set of
inter-departmental com-
mittees. made up of rep-
resentatives of all govern-
ment  departments. The
tithes of some of the 13
, Commiliees gives on an
ilea of their work cp

JMC’s are taking
the credit for
our victories

COMMUNITY organisations in Mitchells Plain only
recently became aware of a Joint Mangement Centre in

their area.

It came to light that a mini-IMC functioned after a
recent meeting was held 1o discuss the new re-routing ol
buses. There has been a gencral ouwtcry against this

system which has resulted in commuters spending more
money on travelling as well as losing their work bonusses
and benefits by getting to work late.

Residents of the Rocklands area, together with the
local civic body, met 1o discuss the ssoe,

About tem davs after. the dvic association was
contacted by members of the Mitchell's Plain police
office. The police enguired about the meeting, but also
said that they were aware of the problem. They then said
that if there were problems the police could solve them
since “issoes like that are just used by trouble-makers and
agitators to stir up the community™.

Community and civic organisations, knowing how the

JMC's have been operating in townships like Atlantis,

Bonteheuwel and Bishop Lavis, are quite suspicious of the
molives and methods of the JMC,

A local youth member said that the people being co-
opted onto the JMC commitiees had never been part of
the area’s grassroots organisations. “Where is Landers,
the so-called MP for Mitchells Plain?" he asked.
“He had a O, percentage poll in the elections for the
Tricameral Parliament. In the four years since then he
has not once spoken to the people of the Plain. He does
nol know or care aboul our problems and grievances!™

Community workers are also cynical by what they see
as an underhand attempt to win the support of the
community. Local campaigning centred around legiti-
male demuands which have been going on for vears, are
taken over by JMC's which have lots of money and
resource. So they can take people on outings and hand out
food parcels and upgrade streets. “We do not reject these
things or deny the community facilities, etc. What we do
reject is the JMC taking credit for them or telling ws that
it was Landers’ hard work! In Mitchells Plain we've been
Nighting for a General Hospital for years and nothing has
come of our efforts. But if they should build that hospital
tommorrow, the JMC and sell-outs will take the credit, a
civic angrily. commented.

National Economy Man-
power, Secunity Forces,

Culture & Political Af-

fairs, etc. When the sec-*

retariite wants 1o develop
i strategy for a particular
problem. it passes the
matter to the relevam
COMIMitiees.

5. At a regional level there
are Joint Management

* Centres (JMC), There are

s oy be 12, There sire t4)
sub-JMC's and at the

hottom, waorking at the
level of Local Authonines,

a4 min-IMC's,

These commitices are
mecting regularly to dis-

cuss the secunty situation
m their local
swiop information aid
kevelop struicees W deal
with problems: .

Undemocratic

alrdils, o

All IMC members e
civil servants e, people
who work for state inst-
tubions hike principas! and
soctill  workers,  Though
none of them are. ¢lected
the choirman of IMC
structures are all either
scimior. military or polwe
olfficers, As an example:
represeited on ghe IMCs
ol Bosteheuwel
luntis. anc
sbiate departments, ma-
agement commiliees, the
divisiomal council, as well
s rate puyers and perao-
nell from the army and
“local commanders”™

JMC's functions

Every MO, sub- or
mine=JMC has 3 commit-
oS
® lhe pont mtellgenoe
wiHTimtiee
® [The polincl, economig
andd soviil commtiee
® Jhe
o

COMMMICI0NS

FThe two moan  func-
Bsins o the IMOC, namely
thal of monitoring how
ot strilvgy B imple-
mented on the  grownd

Tramways

IN Mitchells Plain we are
expenencing many problems
and presently Transport s
one of out biggest problems,
The workers stay very far
from their’ working places
and trains and busses are

NEVET Oon Lime,

Recently City Tramways
has implemented a new roule
in/out Mitchells Plain where-
by people are boarding buses
in their various areas and
transported to the bus termi-
nus which is in the Town

Centre.

At first, the Civic Asso-
ciation in the area has given
the new bus re-rouic a
chance because we were told
that the route will be shorter:

'!'_._ F.I
ﬂkl%‘t H1l
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There is. no

reason why
democracy,

shouldn't be
allowed boexist~

amd  working ont straie-
mes for dealing with mat-
ers at a logcal level: are
perdormed by these 3
commiiiees

The mtelhgence  oom-
mitice allows police, mili-
tars andd the Sational -
telligence service 1o gather
together information at
lowcal bevel (eg. water-shaor-
tige. stong-throwing,
keeping tabs on commu-
ity leaders, mectings, clc.

Ihe political, economic
and sockl commutice
desils - with prohlems o
rent. services and the pro-
vistony ol faciinees

Ihe communications
commitiee will commumi-
cale whest the JMC wanits
o el the people. 1 the

the sasd route.

there will be more buses and
that the busfares will not be
increased but after two weeks
since the new route

implemented people expe-
nenced lots of problems with

J8IC has decided 1o adl-
dress an msue, the com-
mittee will ensure  that
poople know this through
the press. radio and pam-

rhlets,
Atlantis

MLaits semvves as o
giwnl cxample as o how
they work. Accordimg 1o
a  mesearcher, the Cape
Lo MO ptervencd
when there was a problem
with a resdents associi-

It was
assOCuILion
a revolutio-
nary chmate and 0 was
seen as a local threat. The
IMC was given the sk
of working out a counter
stnlcgy.

tion  in Atlanns,
felt tht the

Wwils creating

It therefore or-

Wis

ganssed Tood parcels and
soccer tours lor the in-
habitants. The communi-
citions  commitier  ong-
niscd pamphlets amnd

newspaper coverage. | he
political,  economic  and
sctnl covmmitioe saw o il
that the local MPs (-

“ cameral Parliiment) were

given the crodat,

Investpgziton it the
pobe and methods of the
ational Secunty  Man-
agement  System  showed
how this system wis func-
bonng alongside the
mosrmunl skile structune,
The S5MS s been cal-
bed @ “shadow  goven-
et and s seen a8 Ta
sinider political develop-
micil

ling by bus voiced their anger
about the new roule,

The other Residents Asso-
cations in the area also did
different kinds of work con-
cerning the bus re-route eg
SUrveys. interviews; getting

views [rom bus travellers.

There are few buses, we are
arniving late for work

We have to wake up 30
minutes carlier to get 1o the
busstop and drivers clipping
cards unnecessary.
The dnvers and inspectors
are confused about the new
route and people are facing
long geuves at the terminus.
Rocklands Ratepayers As-
sociation then organised a
meeting on 23rd February at
the Rocklands Crac Centre
where lots of workers travel-

Tramways was contacted
where they denied some of
the complaints. The Rock-

lands Ratepayers again or-

pitched.

ganised a meeting at the
Rocklands Civic Centre on
Ith March and invited

Tramways, they acknowledge
receipt of our letters and later
wrole © inform that they
would send a representative o
our meeting, who never

JMC’s and total strategy

Wkt i chear s that the

lell lor  thas  =shcadivia

g rmimenl T developad
ot ool thee sudes that Sonnh
Alnca s lacing a “hstal
onpisbawnghn ™. Thus o ™ testal
sirategy” wiis meeed
Ihe State Secuniy

Council  seerctary. when

Caterviewed, sod than the

Republic s loeed
it wk o the constiiuine-

mal, evemiomng, sascial arid
seetrily heises i egor-
wkance with a wosrked oan
plan. It was the convic-
s asl thwe gn'.rl’ll:ﬁl.'lli.
he sal, that this threa
corild omly  be omet
trmead hack by using the
siine imethexds o 1he

these  loan

1] LR

"Enemy”T L

e Foctas,

monopoly angers residents.

A place like Mitchells
Plain will always have this
transport  problem  because
there are s0 many people
Iving in the area, and trans-
port is inadequate. More and
more houses are being built
and taxies in the area are
rying 10 assist the residenis by
providing alternative
transport. But they abo
experience lots of problems
with the aut horities and pirate
taxics and we feel that we do
have people in/outside
Mitchels Plain who own
buses and could provide
transport €.g., Transport like
the local bus drivers and
Companies in our various
to do this because Tramways
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DEFEND GRASSROOTS |

WEEKLY MAIL, SOUTH, NEW
NATION,
WORK IN PROGRESS, MUSLIM
VIEWS,

AL QALAM, CRISES NEWS, UWC
NEWS, COMMUNITY  ARTS
PROJECT, COMMUNITY VIDEO

& EDUCATION TRUST, MOLO

SONGOLOLO, UPFRONT,

- COSATU, UWCO,
DEFEND NECC, CALL OF ISLAM,
CAHAC, WCCA, WPCC, WESCO,
SANSCO, UWC SRC, UCT SRC,
NUSAS, MAPP, BLACK SASH,
ECC, NAMDA, IDASA, WCTA,

"HANDS OFF THE pness

JUSTICE, MDYCG GAYCO,
SAMWU, SADWU, SARHWU,
CWIU, ILRIG, FREE THE

CHILDREN ALLIANCE, SACC,
CTPA, ADVICE OFFICE FORUM,
TEAM, CUPC, CODAC, GAWU,
CLOAUW, DIE SUID AFRIKAAN,
VAKALISA, WESTRIDGE CIVIC,
RAPE CRISIS, OPEN BOOKS,
WYNBERG  CRISIS, JUSTICE
AND PEACE SUPPORT GROUP,
ROCKLANDS RATEPAYERS
CIVIC, AFRAPIX, CAPE
DEMOCRATS, ERIC, HEALTH
WORKERS SOCIETY, COSAW,
HEALTH CARE TRUST,
SURPLUS PEOPLES PROJECT,

DEFEND U.D.F.
COMMITTEE

DEFEND CAYCO
COMMITTEE

DEFEND NECC
COMMITTEE

has falthfully
communities of the Western Cape. It has
been a beacon of light in a time of
darkness. Now Minister Stoffel Botha is
trying to douse the Ilght and darken our

Fnr ai
served the opp

Iwes stll# further

: --WE STAN.D BY
GHASSHGODTS IH L
THIS TIME OF THIAL """

Wesay

WE HAVE A FIIGHT TO
- KNOW'.

The Qﬂ“ernment is threatening to

close dawn Grassrnuts in the

mterests of "public order": If they .

_want publlc order the aparthald 4
system should be closed down
“and the government should

_: neqntiate with the leaders of the"f i

years grassruuts ‘newspaper
ressed

Jakes Gerwel, Alan Boesak,
Franklin Sonn, Archbishop
Desmond Tutu,Archbishop
Steven Naidoo, Winnie
Mandela, Mary Burton,
MoulanaFaried Essack,
Johhny Issel, Essa Moosa,
Dulla Omar, Syd Lukett,
Cassiem Allie, Sheik Nazeem,
Charles Villa Vicencio, Seraj
Desaai, Zubeida Jaffer, Leila
Patel, Saleemn Badat, Lionel
Louw, Keith Gottschalk,Wilfred
Rhodes,Mama Dorothea
Zihlangu, Gaye Davis,
Nomaindia Mfeketo,Hein
Willemmse,Don Richards,Neville
v.d.Rheede, Mr. M.N.Moerat,
Albertina Sisulu, Nabiel Swarts,
Amy Thornton, Antie
Rashida,Martin Nicole, Colin

Bundy, Dennis Cruywagen,
Graeme Bloch,Basheer
Wagley, Mrs.Tinto, Sheryl
Carolus, Moosa Kaprey, Nic
Henwood, Tony Heard,
Naseegh Jaffer, Willie
Hofmeyer, Rasheed Seria,

Jimmy Mathews, Sahn Venter,
Percy Sonn, Mike van Graan,
Rashied Lombard, Moira Levy,
Tony Weaver, Ronnie Morris,
Chris Ledochowski, Helen
Joseph,Rodger Meitjies, Omar
Badsha, Jonathan Shapiro,
Guy Tillum, Zubeida Vallie,
Rehana Rossouw,
AmpieCoetzee, Soraya
Abbass, Ryland Fischer, Eric
Miller, Chris Gutuza, Allie
Parker, Zollie Malindi,
Christmas Tinto, Roseberry
Sonto.
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Stoffel

chases after
Saamstaan

THE Oudsthoom=hased
ACWSEPET  Saamstaan re-
cently became the seventh
publication to be warned in
terms of the state of emer-
pency pross curbs.

I st letter hand-deliver-
cd to the newspaper |Home
AlTairs Minkster StofTel
Botha wamed that he™was
comnsidering raaciting o
warning for the publication
of “subversive propoganda’

Botha took exception 1o
reports regarding the
“honouring™ of  political
activists and the Harare
Conference. (Several chil-
dren spoke al the confer-
ence of harsh Ircatmeni
they had recvived while in
dictention ).

He said the article sery-
od 1o cause hate and en-
mity towards the security
Torces.

Bathzi
reports on the Caencva
iConvenlion, the release of
frovam  Mbeki, an inler-
view with Sowth African
Youth Congress header,
Peter Mokaba and public
vidence 1o b subwversive,

Al the end of ket month
Samisham was miven wo

also considered

weeks o respond 1o the
warning.

Botha's office notified
Saamstaan Lt week that
it had mot vel received a
wrilten subimibssion confesl-
ing reason for Botha's de-
cision,

In ancther development
iwo men from the Depart-
mient of Inbernal  AlTairs
recently visited the offices
of a Catholic Bishop and
confiscated all correspon-
dence  reganding  overscis
funding (o Suamstaan. To
dute the comespondence
had not been returned.

Derick Juckson said
there appeared to be a
concerfed  attack  agsins
the newspaper.

“The state wants (0 si=
lence  the mouth of the
oppressed  people  of  the
Southern Cape, but we will
iy ol hiest to csure Dhat
Sugmslaan continues 1o
appear,” he said. Jackson
and  two  other workers,
Mbulelo  Groothoom  and
Reggic (liphant, were re-
stricted recently Tollowing
restrictions placed on 17
BFAnAtions,

"We know and steadfastly support
Grassroots for the role they play
in the community. We can imagine
the information deficiency that
can result if your newspaper
meets the same fate as the New
Nation" - SANSCO

Service Station

Bellmore Avenue
ATHLONE
Phone : 6378680

SPECIAL: TUNE UP R39,95

includes plugs and condensors

OW ALSO ELECTRIC WHEEL

BALANCING R3,50 per wheel

DPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 6.30em - 10¢

COMPLETE TYRE SERVICE

BY RASHID SERIA, Edi-
tor of the Cape Town-
baivied weckly SOCTTE

When | compare  The
presenl media situation in
our country (o that of Maxi
Giermany  corfain  pouple
appear quite seeplical of
my anslogy.

NLimsiream Coamimeer=
izl newspapers miake no
reference o il very few
people question the com-
and  even  fewer
aboul i,

R s,
Lalk

Ihis scepticism is aciu-
ullv symptomatic of a dis-
gase in our counlry which
allows Tor some of ws to
declare — “things are nol
really that had™.

It is symplomiic of how

the apartheid government
has gained control of the
hearts and minds of 2
substantial number of our
people that when a news-
paper is shut down some of
ws believe it actually does
not affect them.

It while the Buiha
povernment i busy crush-
ing the entire mlrestruc-
ture of the democratic
movement we still find Bri-
tgin and Fwrope merrily
truding with this country.

That while many  are
killed in Mariteburg and
other parts of our couniry,
wee flind major newspapers
beading  their fronl  pages
with stories of & horse
heing  clectorcuted  or
i dving  while  having

SN,

Almast on o daily husis,
some o obher of out righis
are beimge witthed away —
and our silence is tanta-
math (o acuEcnscen,

In Mari Giermainy mans
were aware of the impend-
ing  holociaust  but  wrole
linibe ihies
chose survival of their
newspapers  or  their  for-
e news agencies above
icllinge the truth.

In South Africa todas
we find o sitwation where
this mgmimsiream  newspap-
ers and forcign media arc
being infimidated into sub-
(LT

The chimure of smaller
papers like New Nation

ey heciiise

and the  closur

Hands oﬁtheP s

of SOUTH are wsed (o
terrify  the major  media
vompanics  fo implemen
sill=cemsorship as never

seen belore, On oat beast
o papers, some stall

huve already walked oui in

ihisgrund.

And forcign correspon-
dents are tocing the line 1o
el work poermits,

Anv black person whio
innm & daily hesis suffers the
humilizition and  exploita-
Do ol siparrthedd, will testi=
v that the situation in our
counlry s ol improving
— il & pelting worse,

As Tar as the altermative
media  is concerned, the
State is sel on g course of
climinatbon.

They came for the Communists

S e |

and I did not speak up because I was not a Communist
Then they came for the Jews

and I did not speak up because I was not a Jew

Then they came for the Trade Unionists,
and I did not speak up because I was not a Trade Unionist.

They came for the Catholics

and I did not speak up because I was a Protestant
Then they came for me
- and by that time there was no one left to speak.

PRINTED BY THE ARGUS PRINTING & PUBLISHING COMPANY, 122 ST GEORGES ST CAPE TOWN,
ARTWORK SUPPLIED BY GRASSROOTS, P.O. BOX 1161 CAPE TOWN B000.

SOUTH 1S CLOSED DOWN

An attack on the press
[s an attack on you

It s understandable tha
iy commniny -hosed
organisations  are  shmwly
rehuilding wfler the brital
repression in the post-1985
period.  Bur it i sl a
tragedy that so Few voices
ol prostest are heimg raised.

An bk on SOUTHT is
ned an Gtk on g small
paper in ithe remole sol-
herm-muaosd (ip of our coun-
Iry.

An attack on amy alter-
maAlive mewspoiper s an al-
Gick o the extra-pariii-
mentary black oppasition,
on the voteless and yoice-
less hlack masses of which
papers like New  Nation
and SO have Become
a mouthpices,

An attack on SOUTIH is
an attack on YOU — and
vour right (o be kept in-
fl.rr'l'l'hl.‘d-

It is therefore imperitive
that  orpanisations within
the progrossive mos el
radly 1o the cawse of aller-
mative papers Tacing clo-
T

It is the responsibility o
cach and cvery activist i
eosure that this onsbughi
on the people’s pross is
placed on the agenda of all
oreanisalions, trade unions
relbious organisilions, ci-
vic baoilies e,

Wi shiould nesver Firsel
thie sords of Pastor Picter
miemwilleor deseribing  hiw
ihe My gained power:

“1 staved silent and
when faf kist) they came
for e, there was no one

It FIIHFII."\!'“-
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E RIGHT T0 PUBLISH

The  investigation fol-

lovws s statemsent Trom the
AN clling lor an end o
hlack

vialenee in FCIWF-

ships,

I'he statement wis used
in most of the major daly
newspapers, including the
Acrpus, the Cape [imes
und papers in other cen-

e,

grass

g
AFIN SREVT wpg

D 1w st

Yeu Onssroois s the

only peper being charged
with carmying the state-
meni.

The Enest attack, the
warning from the Minis-

ter of Home AfTairs, s an
attempt to close down the

[REpEr.

roots =

1 Up as

T Heopie

Starve

Building the

people’s voice

WHEN Cirassroods [irst
appedred on the streets of
Cape Town in 1950, we
knew that the day would
come when it would no
longer print

How soon, we did not
K oy

Ahe watchlol eves of
the censors wene alwavs
upon us. This knowledge
spurred us on w0 make
every edition the best one

We knew too, that the
success of Grassroots did
not depend onthe length
ol s lifespan, but on s
yuality and the extent 1o
which it took the struggle

Torwiard,

There 1= no doubt that
‘-i: i1':|_:i:t.1|:||:||_~. has dhonee this
“We speak for oursclves™
i sLatement
over the pages of Gniss-
roobs. U % o siatement
which speaks of the de-
mands of our peaple, ol
our joys, ourhopes and
tears in our struggle,

% wrilien

It & a press which
speaks of the umty and
orgam=ition of the op-
pressed and of a lile i
fred und democratic Sou-
th Alrica in which the
people shall govern.

Cirassroots emerged n
Ahe carly cighties at the
" height of the school, bus
amnd red meat boveolts
and it continued through
the anel
OUr  Orgais

veors 1o banled
strengthen
tioms. It alss mmed o
anicd
about why we sufler un-

der apartheid.

inform ecduciate us

Through Cirassroots,
beourselves and in our
ability to change things.

More importantly,
Cirasssrootstrugeles at
focal level to natwonal
sirugeles,

Local demands For

rents we can alford be-
CellTee dlemands
lor  housing,securiy
comion,

mataonal
an

Cirassroots has been
part amd parcel of the
building of a mass, natio-
mal demaocrilic movement

« for change in this country

A s 00 s not uns-
ual that when that demo-
Crilic movement 15 under
attack by the Ciovemn-
ment. that Grassroots,
to, becomes onc ol the
Largels

Crrossnonds hos alwinys
written-about the genuine
leaders of the people. 1t is
these leaders who hove
heen silenced and jaled.

Cirassroots has project-
cd the voice of the voice-
less magorty amd it s the
orgamsations of the peo
ple which have been bun-
ned and restricted.

Cirassroots  has always
tricd to fill the gaps of
what s spiked and gnor-
ed by the commercial
newspap-ers. This could
mow also end. Butl more
importantly Grassmools

has been waging a war
against the wdeas and be-
liels of an apartheid gow-
ernment.

put
beliefs of the people for a

It has tried o

[orward  wleas  and

peaceful and just future,

[t 15 with sadness that |
write what could possibly

b my last story for
Lirassroots,

Many people have
played thewr part in mak-
ing the newspaper a suc-
CCA5,

Crver the years mem-
bers of organisations
wrole stones and distni-
buted thousands of copics
all over the Cape Flats

There are those who
contributed Gnancially
such as the traders who
hought
there
willingly shared their
skilly
brnng about change in our

acdvertising  and
are those whi so

m their elforts o
COuntry.

To the subscribers and
international supporters

i o

Wls 0 5 .
AR
of  Cirssnonis,  we

ooy

in
BalY *Your
coitribution has Buailt the

voice of the people™

It s because so mand
people have had a hand in
Cirpssroots that it has and
continues (o be o rug

People's paper
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“Hands off our paper”
say our readers

) j
Neville Naidoo of CAYCO

“MANY organisations
see Orassroots as  their

very own paper. Girass-

roois is very close to the

people™.

These were the com-
ments of Newlle Nawdoo,
a member ol the Cape
Youth Congress in Bel-
har,

His views were echoed
by dozens of people thro-
ughout Cape Town who
have responded angnly at
the threats against Girass-
rools by the Mimister ol
Home Affairs Mr Stolffel
Boitha.

“Everything 5 becom-
ing illegal™, said Yeronica
Simmers who is an active
member of the Rocklands
Reswlents Assocmbion in
Mitchells Plon, “MNow
even what you want to
redd is becoming illegal. |
felt very angry when |
heard of Stollel Botha's
threat agiinst our paper.

Manv pcople i our
area always ask: “When
are we geiting our next
Cirass-roots, This s be-
cause the paper speaks
about our problems, our
daily experience.™

Manon Wanza, 20, of
Manenberg sad that
Cirassnools “seTvies 4 very

villuable purpose in the

commumiy,”

"We regularly use
Cirassroots in our door-
to=door work., It B used
o bring our people oge-
ther and broaden our
knowledge, The paper
has plaved a valuable role
in making people under-
stand the importance of
organisation,”

Federmtion of South
Afncan Women ( Fedsaw)
member Mrs Lydia (Oh-
vier of Atlants sad:
“Cirassroots 15 'n koerant
vir dhe gemeenskap. Deur
Cirassrools hel ons in Al-

laniis geleer wal in ander
plekke aangaan. Die koe-
rant beteken vir ons baie
en moet bly staan™,
Richard Ndluzele of

the South Afrnca Rarlway
and Harbours Workers
Umion {Sarhwu) felr
strongly about the Gov-
crmments  attack  against
“The Gover-
nment doesnt want us o
se¢ the bad things they
are doing. They see our
papers arc exposing their
ACions.

Larassroois

I first read Grassroots
in 1985, All the workers
find it very interesting. It
was the first paper that

" speaks aboul the workers

problems. The railway
workers are always look-
ing for Grassrools.”
Pairck Solomons a
worker at the Children’s
Magazine Molo Songo-
lolo saed the public must
be called upon to speak

out against the Govern-
ments clampdown against
the press. Solomons first
read a copy of Grassrools
in 1980 - the first vear il
appeared. 1 was wvery
impressed by the paper. It
handled
had difficulty n under-
standhing and cleancd
them up for me™. Belore |
could mot understand
why rents were high, why
there was so much unem-
ployment”™.

Grassroots had plaved
a4 very positive role in
Atlantis, according to
Badnka Duamiels, a work-
the local adwvice
office. She smid: “Grass-
roots het mense  bewus
MCNsE

mmsues whach |

er  al

gemuak  €n ons
verenig. Wanneer ons
dinge bespreck in on se
organisasies, dan gebruik
ons Grassroals as a bron
van inhigtng. Die koerant
5 haie opvoedikundig.™

Grassroots interviewed numerous other
people, young and old, worker, student
and youth. It 5 difficult to publish all
their comments.

Veronica Simmers of UDF

From humble beginnings...

When Grassrools first hil the streets |

in March 1980, it was received with
great enthusiasm by the people of
Cape Town. There were very few
newspapers who so fully reflected
our people’s hopes and dreams, their
pain and joy.

There were however some prophets
of doom who said that this project
would not last longer than a few
months al the most.

They beleived that heavy state re-
pression and the dire lack of resour-
ces in our community would force
the paper into very carly retirement.

It is now history that 'the people’s
paper not only survived but also grew
tremendously over the last eight
years.

It did so despite ban-
nings,raids,detention of stafi and ex-
ecutive members, the burning down
of the offices i 1985 and the regular
intimidation by the security police.
With one full-time organiser and a
big group of volunieers,grassroots
was produced six times during che
first year. The full-time organiser
worked from a modest little office in
the centre of town. having regular
contact with the developing com-
munity groups throughout the Penin-
sula and some of the surrounding
rural arcas.

It was sold for 5c during the first two
years untillike the everything else,
the cost price rose 12 10c ana evenl-
ually to 20c by the end of 1983,
EDITIONS

During its second year,the pooer hi
the streets on mine differeni occa-

sions. Ten editions of Grassicots
were produced in all subsequent

YEars.

By the end of 1982 grassroots was
deeply rooted in the commmu='ty wad

the project was set to develcp sven
more rapidly. 1983 saw the hirth of
two new sections of the projzct-the
Education and Training Section and
the rural wing.

The education and Training Project
responded to a very big need in the
community to be trained in bringing
ou! pamphlets,posters and newslet-
ters to be used in their campaigns.

The Rural Project was started when
groups of people started to organise
in the rural areas following the na-
ticnal launching of the UDF in Ag-
gust 1983,

SAAMSTAAN

One of the major achievements of
the rural project was the selting up of
a1 unique community newspaper in
the Southern Cape. The Oudi-
shoorn-based SAAMSTAAN, is
today an independent paper serving

the people of Mossel Bay,George,
Knysna, Plettenberg, Calitz-
dorp,Willowmore, Beaufort West
and many more Liny rural dorpies.

3y the end of 1984,Grassroots had a
full-time stafl of six people - a full-
time co-ordinator, an administrative
assistant, a news and production co-
ordinator, a distribution co-ordina-
tor, an education and training officer
and a rural organiser,

During 1985 and 1986, two new pro- |

ducts of Grassroots Publications saw
the hight of day.

Learning Roots, a student publica-
sion: was initially an insert in Grass-
roots until it was developed as a
neperate newsletter to serve the stu-
denl mass

“ew Era, a nolitical magazine, first
appeared in 1986 but was regularly
yroduced from the beginning of
1987,

50, what staried out as a tiny publi-
cation with circulation of 5,000 has
pow grown: into a full-scale media
sroiects with at least five main sub-
sections.

The average circulation Grassrools
.nd Lzarning Roots stands at 30 000.
Both are distributed free of charge.

New Era has a readership of close to
5 000.

Ten people presently staff the pro-,
ject and despite threats to close
down the Grassroots newsletter, the
stafl and executive plan to expand
even further in the following year.

Asin the case of other attempis in the
past,Stoffels plans to shut Grassroots
for three months will be met with
firm and resolute resistance.

"We are deeply concerned about
the ’total onslaught’ against the
press in our country and support
the '"Hands off the Press’
campaign" - Methodist Church
Christian Citizenship Department

"We support your newspaper for
its commitment to truth, a free

informative and democratic press
in South Africa. May your voice be
heard for many centuries to come”

- Advice Office Forum
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Singing and dancing v&kgtx2

Why a women's cultural
festival?

We as South Africans
have a nch cultural heri-
tage. But what precisely
do we define as our cul-
ture? Franz Fanon point-
ed out that the colonisers
or the ruling class had to
m order o successiully
oppress the colomsed
people, distort the history
and culture of the oppres-
sed people,

A charactenstic of co-
lomial domination 15 im-

pesing  the colonial cul-

PHONE

BENNY
ar

637-1321
637-1332

ture onto the colonsed
people. It s important for
us who are working to-
wards a new democratic
society, 1o reclaim our
culture, We have 1o break

Women lives are largely
conlined (o the home and
s0 their creativity oo is
often contamed within

the sphere of the home.
We can think of all the

down the artificial bar-
ners that aparthesd has
caused. It & our task as
progressive women to

buikd a new national cul-

creative sewing, cooking
and baking: but these ac-
Divities are never acknow-
In the
rural areas women make
clay utensils. It s for these

ledge as creative.

lure,
Because of the subser
vient posiion of women

reasons that our festival
exhibition does nol only
concenirate
tonal art like sculpture
and ponting but on all
women s creative cralis,

on  convon-

N our socety, women's
cultural contnbution s ei-

ther imvisible or devalued

As a lederation of va-
nous women's organisa-
tons we also felt that we
an  activity thal
could encourage a work-
ing relutionship amongst
our affiliates. Dunng the
planning and preparation
of this festival we have
£ 1o know one another
and buwld up a spint of
Co-Operation,

needed

The Saturday feté offe-
red various treats from
fish braai hosted by the
Weskus 10 rooties amd
curnes lrom Wynberg

and Athlone UWCOD
branches and Bellville
COmMmuity organisation.

The information stalls on
women and religion wo-
men and health were very
popularand the baby care
stall.

The cultural program-
me also reflected the di-
our cultural
heritage we have in this
country - we had man-
janani dances from Ny-
anga and the highly sivhi-
ped dancing by Jaze An

Phere wis the quigt come-

versity of

Page 11

er for poctry reading and
the lively Gumba late Sat-
urday might. There were
senous dedication to her-
ioens of the strugegle hke

Dulcie September, Ruth
First, Victoria Mxenge by
Uweo central to the hils-
nous poking of fun at the
group areas by B.C.00

SOUTH AFRICAN SOCIETY
OF JOURNALISTS

I o nepressive society the sbwggle fon
o pree press is part of the overall

sbuiggle por o free demscratic & just
S.A. The S.A.S.9. expresses ils

solidanity with Guasswoots in this time

of threats by the goveuwment to close
you doust on o impose o sexser ou

you.

We Support Grassroots in
this time of Trial. We
say Hands off the Press.

We have the right
to know.

Cor. Epping Avenue
& 2ist Street
Elsies River

Seuth Abuican Secioty of Jouranalishs.

7490

Tel.: 931-2142/3
T7-3432/77-86756

ASH:

INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION

OF JOURNALISTS

lke 9.F.9. cougnatulates Grassrosts ou
this counageous stand in depence of
press preedom. The 9.F.9. whick
wepresents jowwalists copunitted to
press preedomt in pive contiments. iy
opposed Lo the hattew of Caws
utroduced by the govenument of S.A.
tieaten the existewce of allewative
media & to nestnicl pundamental
preedomt of expression. The 9.F.3. will
continue to co-operate with progressive §
borces i S.A. to draw the
utennational attention to the
difbiculties unden whick all South
Abrican Jowualisty wonk.
Aiden Waite (Gen. Sec.)
Mia Doornaert (Pres.)
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THE VOICE OF THE SOUTH CAPE

Saamstaan’s

proud
history

IN November 1983 a
process was sat in
motion that was 10
changs the face of the
rural areas and in par-
ticular the Southern
Cape - that process
was the creation of an
own community news-
paper,

The newspaper
which became known
as Saamstaan, reflects
by its name, the price
its editorial staff had in
recent years to pay to

inform the people
about issues directly
affecting the commun-

ity.

Saamstaan was laun-
ched with the chief pur-
pose of promoting com-
munity organisations in
Oudtshoorn and  all
over the Southern
Capa. The former chair-
person of Saamstaan’s
executive committee
and UDF president for
the Southern Cape,
Reggie Oliphant, re-
called the early history
around the paper.

He said that in pre-
vious years the com-
munity accepted their
lot and never really
guestioned their way of
life until Saamstaan hit
the streets,

“There were no poli-
tical arganisations here
in Dudtshoorn — both
in Bridgeton and Bhon-
golethu. The youth and
students initially form-
ed small organisations.
In 1982 a youth group
called the Bridgeton
Cultural Movement was
formed. About the
same time the Bhongo-
lethu Youth Organi-
sation was formed,”
said Oliphant.

He continued that
their attempts to build
bigger organisations
ware unsuccessful
because “people prob-
ably didn‘t realise a
need for peoples’ or-
ganisations”’.

in 1983 a Grass-
roots delegation visited
the South Cape, includ-
ing Oudtshoorn, to test

paople’s feelings regard-
ing issues like "forced
removals” and other
related problems. Oli-

_ph.nt said the Grass-

roots-group also per-
suaded them to create a
community newspaper,

After their visit the
people of Oudtshoorn
gathered to discuss the
possibility of starting

their own papear.

Founder members of
Saamstaan said the pos-
itive reaction at these
meetings was Iimpress-
ive. “Perhaps the strong
comradeship between
the Africans of Bhongo-
lethu and the “Colour-
eds was the biggest
motivating factor —
people of both commu-
nities initiated the first
meetings.” said mem-
bers.

Grassroots organiser,
Mansoor Jaffer, re-
membered how he
visited the South Cape
as part of a group that
went to investigate the
feasibility of a news-

paper for the area,

He later spent more
than six months in
Oudtshoorn to  help
train people to produce
their own paper. Jaffer
said it also served as a
learning process for him
because “‘as a towns-
man | had to adapt to
the rural culture and
lifestyle™. He said peo-
ple were friendly and
made him feel at home.

Jaffer confirmed
that the chief purpose

.of the project was to

build organisations, but
that the eventual chain
reaction was much
wider than he thought
it would be.

The first edition of
the six-weekly paper,
then known as the
“Suid-Kaap Nuus”, was
produced in a store-
room. Five people were

initially involved in the
project in a room with
only a small table full
of holes.

Jaffer's co-workers
included a housewife, a

dismissed teacher, a
student and an unem-
ployed rugby player,

Layout sheats wera
stuck to the walls be-
cause of lack of space.
A few cool drink cases
served as chairs.

The community also
came to assist after
they have identified the
paper as their own.
Painters came to paint,

Women made curtains,
others came to scrub
and to polish the floors
and an apprentice sign-
writer painted a name-
board outside the offica.

Founder mamber

and local teacher, Har-,

ry Noemdoe, told that
NEWS was qnﬂ'mrld over
the whole of the South
Cape. ‘“We felt that
speaking to people and
identyfying grievances
helped in the building
of organisations. We
highlighted problems

and rallied people
around those
problems,” he said.

Noemdoe said in the
first turn years of its

S

ax istance ﬂu news-
paper was sold from
door to door, “It work-
ed well. The distribut-
ion of Saamstaan lad
people to be more
motivated to take
action; street meetings
were held where griev-
ances were discussed.
A new sense of unity
was created in the com-
munity after the first
edition of Saamstaan '
he said.

The newspaper’s

‘pages presents a tapes-

try of rural community
life in South Africa.

Articles in Afrikaans
and Xhosa tall of the
suffering of wvarious
communities in places
s0 small they might
pasily be missed on the
map. Articles discuss
the lives of the rural
people, the Freedom
Charter, the history of
m'!mnln, religion, trade
unionism, sport and
developments in neigh-
bouring countries,

Within months of its
first issue the paper was
read as far afield as
Mossel Bay and Swellen-
dam on the one hand
and Beaufort West and
Graaff Reinet on the
other. And in our
sleepy rural towns it

brought a new aware-

ness and an urgency to
build democratic or-
ganisations.

Until then the paper
concentrated mostly on
local issues, but since
mid 1984 |broader
issues were addressed.
When the UDF went on
its mass “Million Signa-
ture Campaign™ in
opposition to the ftri-
cameral system the
Pillhlf played a key role

cha-
nllflng a new spirit
resistance.

In turn this spirit has
produced community,
student and youth or-
ganisations which uni-
ted under the banner of
the UDF.

Soon the rural areas
of the Cape was strad-
dled by a network of
hundreds of UDF-affi-
liated youth congresses
and civic organisations,__

In 1985 Oudtshoorn
was also regarded as the
rural epicentre of revolt
that swept throughout
the country.

A school boycott
gripped the area early
that year. All over the
countryside activists
fell prey to harassment
and victimisation from
the security forces.

The brutal slaying of
the Cradock Four -
Mathew Goniwe, Fort
Calata, Sparrow Mkhon-
lo and Sicelo Mhlawuli
— by unidentified assai-
lants generated wide-
spread anger. So did the
killing of Beaufort West
resident, Mandlenkosi
Kratshi, who was shot
at point blank range at
‘his front gate by the
police. An eight-week
consumer boycott fol-
lowed thesa incidents.
All white shops and
shops of those identified
as collaborators with

the system bore the
brunt.

Then followed a rent
boycott which lasted
for more than a year.

The authoities res-
ponded with a wave of
detentions and trials.
More than 60 leader-

ship figures, including
Saamstaan workers,
were detained in the

Oudtshoorn commun-
ity after the state of
amergency was declared
in June 1986.

In Oudtshoorn alone
about 200 people have
been tried on charges
ranging from terrorism
and furthering the aims
of a banned organisat-
ion to public violence,
and illegal gatherings.

Three Oudtshoorn

Lucas was found guilty
of the killing of a bus
driver who was said to
be a former security
policeman.

Despite the intense
repression that follow-
ad after the declaration
of the state of emer-
gency, militant resist-
ance has continued. Or-
ganisations are rebuild-
ing themselves and
several have been oper-
ating in the last few
months. This undoubt-
edly showed the level
of support for the nat-
ional democratic strug-

gle.

In this light Saam-
staan reflects that while
these towns may appear
to be sleepy hollows,
their political culture
is as developed as So-
weto or New Brighton.

However, the Saam.
staff also had to

£ 14714
cope with severs pres-

sure from the regime.
Several incidents over
the last few years seem
to prove that thera was
a concerted effort to
stop the paper from
reaching its readers.

There has been three
attempts to set the
Saamstaan office alight.
On one occasion a
worker, Mbulelo Groot-
boom, was asleep in the
office. Had he not wo-
ken up, the office could
have burnt down and
he might have been ser-
iously injured.

In March last year a
whole consignment of
Ssamstaan copies dis-
appeared from a depot
and up to this day it
has not been found.

Last September a

staffer, Patrick Nyuka,
was injured when he
was shot at by a Kits-

konstabel while cowver
ing an event. He was
gtill having problams
with his left hand and
had to undergo an oper-
ation recently.

Several staff mem-
bers have been detained
and redetained in the
last few years. In 1986
voluntary workers were
arrested and charged
with attending an illegal
pgathering while they
were selling our news-
papar.

“Between June and
October 1986 all, but
one of our members
were in detention and
as a result we wera not
able to bring out the
paper,” said organiser
Derick Jackson, Jack-
son himself has served
two spells in detention.

Jackson also said the
newspaper was distribu-
ted freely since the
sascond state of emer-

Last month Saam-
staan became  the
seventh publication to
receéive warning from
Internal Affairs Minis-
ter Stoffel Botha that
he would act against
the paper because it
was publishing “sub-
versive propoganda”’.

At about the same
time two povernment
staffers confiscated
correspondance ba-
tween a Catholic Bis-
hop and overseas fund-
ars. The letters have not
yet been returmed to
him.

Reggie Oliphant,
Mubelo Groothoom
and Derick Jackson,
have been restricted in
terms of the emergency
regulations and cannot
leave the OQOudtshoorn
District. They are also
confined to their homes
between 6 p.m. and 5
a.m. They also cannot
address groups of more
than ten people.

Oliphant was pro-

We will continue

part in the activities of
the UDF, the Bhongo-
lethu Youth Congress,
the Oudtshoorn Youth
Congress, the Bhongo-
lethu Civic Association
and the Bhongolethu
Women's Association.

Groothoom was
rastricted following his
release and he is still
appearing in court on
charges of alleged sub-
version, But despite the
problams they face, the
Saamstaan crew re-
mains confident.

“The Stata is out to
silence the mouthpiece
of the oppressed people
of the Southern Cape,
but we will do our best
to ensure that Saam-
staan continues 1o
appear,” they conclu-
ded.

Therefore even to
the outsider it is clear
that the process earlier
set in motion had irre-
vocably won “the
battle for the hearts
and minds™ of the rural
community.
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Women in Zimbabwe found that the most effective way of passing
on information was by simply talk- ing to each other

We will speak

In Zimbabwe, known
as Rhodesia under lan
Smith’s government, the
Zimbabwe Alrncan MNa-
tienal Union (ZANL)
and the Zimbabwe Afr-
can Matonal Liberation
Army (ZANLA) was the
movement Nighting for
freedom. In Rhodesia the
Smith government did
everything in its power to
deceive the masses and (o
tell them that ZANL and
LAMNLA were “lerronsts’
fighting against the peo-
ple. However when Ro-
bert Mugabe came 1o
power an 1980, it was
shown who the people
had really beheved.

Ihe white Rhodesians
had banned progressive
newspapers and used the
“terrorisis” were murder-
ing and maiming people.

But ZANLU and the
people inside the country

had their own network of

Israel’

Dear Grassrools
WITH recent  assassima-
rion of key PLO leaders
arnd key ANC leaders simi-
larities berween the Botha
gt faroelil  regimies  are
becoming more amd more
apparant. It is

also a fact that for the pasi
fwe decades Tsrael has
been Pretoria’s clovest mil-
frary afly supplying hard-
ware and rechnology fo
bt weapons ranging
Sfrom Uzi swhmachine guns
fo gunboars and fighter
airerafiy.

i a five week period 34

information. And it s
largely this unsophisticat-
ed, but effective network
which brought their even-
tual hberation.

When progressive new-
spapers were banned:
they left big blank spaces
on their pages 1o show
that they could not write
about what was taking
place. Others would run
stores on why the gover-
nment was banning news-
papers and why they were
scared o have people
know the truth.

I'he two greatest met-
hods ZANU
form and educate the

used to in-

masses were the Pungwe

and Chimurenga:
Pungwe is Shona for “all

through the night™. Ths
meant that ZANLA [ree-
dom Dghters would come
to the willages at mght
and be fed, etc. by the
villagers. The willagers

Palestintans were killed in
a wave of protesis, This is
nviee the rate of sfaughrer
achieved by Botha ar the
heighr of resistance in SA
between 1984 and 985,

" Bsrael is also adopting oth-

er tactics first wsed in the
apartheid state which in-
cludes banning the press
Srom whole sections of the
West Bank and Ciaza strip
i an attempt o Keep the
VICHWS Fepression a secrel,
FPalestimtans murdered
are afso denied a funeral

fn lsrael itself public opi-

and fighters would then
discuss politics and sing
until dawn. Lectures on
specilic wpics would also
be held.

The Chimurenga was
the term used for the
poetry, music and songs
which carried the message
of freedom. LZANLA figh-
ters also distnbuted ther
own pamphlets, newspa-
pers, stickers, posters and
magazines among the wl-
lagers.

Later on, country’s
that had been hberated
like Morambigue, allow-
od ZANU to broasdeast 1o
Rhodesia. -
uon was known as the
“Voiwe of Zimbabwe™, li
was [ound that most
black Rhodesians listened
(o and believed what was
sad on this radio station
instead of the Rhodesun
Broadcasting Corpora-
non (RBCY

I'his radio sta-

mion increasingly  faveurs
mare repression. This fne-
vitabfy in a state which
fike the apartheid stae in
5A ix based on the princi-
pal one part of the popula-
rion is superior fo another.
The more
raefls jewish population
feels and so0 the more
ready they are to defend
their privileges at any cost,
The Ciaza Strip and
West Bank like the home-
famds are wwed ayv labour
reservairs, the Arah work-
ers  comymuting fo work

threarened  fy-

We must tell the truth

h"

Chile, a little country in
Latun Amenca, 15 another
country which went
through vears of the
WOrst Mepression imagin-
able and which 15 still
fighting for freedom. The
Chilean people have ex-
pencnced some of the
mast homble things that
can be done to human
bengs. Al one period
every available avenue for
spreading information
was closed down.

Universities and
schools were run by the
army and polce, news-
papers were banmed and
books, literature burnt.
Journalists, workers, stu-
dents, lecturers, and ar-
tists were detained or kill-
ed. Nonetheless, with
Chilean courage, creative
ways were found to tell
the truth.

Cine of the things which
worked very effectively
were  wall-newspapers.
Events of the day would be
writien on ordinary paper
and put up at bus-stops,
shops, [actories, schools —
wherever people were,

Al the umiversitics art
students would use crude
methods like silk-screen-
ing and stencils 1o make
posters. Hundreds of
these would go up each
day and eventually get
npped off by the army or
pohee. The next day hun-
dreds more would re-
appear. These posters
would cnucise the gover-
nment or make fun of s
individual  leaders, They

also served to spread
messages 1o the masses,

s apartheid rule

wnder perttil SySem re-
nisent o5 SA's now aban-
doned  pass  laws, being
forhidden to stay overnight
in Israel iiself. The mare-
riad rufe in the Caza strip
and West Bank more than
mniches the 5A's security
laws amd emergency legis-
lation, bath have deteniion
withowt rial. [emansira-
tions are severely resinicr-
ed in SA but banned oul-
right in Palestinian rerrori-

TRt

Yours in struggle
Comrade Yasser

Wall murals used in Zimbabwe

Messages and informi-
ton was also spray-pain-
ed on walls, buildings and
the like. Songs, books,
poctry, theatre and art
plived a wvery important
role in keeping the flame
of freedom burning in the
hearts of people.

Ihe Chilean people, n
a very real way, develop-
ed i culture of resistance
which s growing and sur-
viving o this day,

These countnies are but
wo examples of how,

when o people 15 rubed by
an unjust and violent re-
gime, methods will be and
are developed o resisis
and achieve liberation

There are many: Mo-
rumbigue, Cuba, Nicara-
Algers . . . When
looking at these countrics
and their  revolubionary
movermiends, il s clear thai
the thing  that can
never be hanned or killed

is thought or the will 1o be

i,

e

PRINCESS
HOLESALER

COME IN AND COMPARE OUR PRICES

RETREAT RD @ RETREAT @
PO BOX 79, TOKAI @ TEL 72 3084, 72 3742
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And m all of them the
sumpliest and maost eltec-
tive methoxd for spreading
imformation and the free-
dom message was by k-
ng:

Talking 1o your neigh-
vidur Trend, your
your lTellow-

basur,
cliss-nuile,
worker, vour oollcaguc,
your parents, vour child-
S0 even i all

other ways ol commun-

I . &

cation are shut down: vou
can still alk!

SUPERMARKET

RYLANDS

klipfontein road, rylands estate athlone 7764

Tel.: 633-3316

SHOP AT ELITE
IT MAKES CENTS
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vou. must have

But why do

I have TB. doctor ?
I A

somewhere.

picked the germ up

LMJ?‘ we +hink - /

Page 14

T IS THE TRUTH?

weak .

I€ childvew dou't 9:1' e.nough
food like wmilk cheese, fish and
eg9s '-I-’heﬂ become small aud

A CHILD LIKE THIS CANNOT
FIGHT AGAINST T.B GERMS!!|

What is THE?
Tuberculosis is an infec-
tious disease caused by a
perm  called the tubecle
hacillus. TB can attack
any parl of the body but it
is uwsually the lungs that
are affected. Because of
the obssess caused by the
oerm there is eventually a
hole in the lung whose
tissues have been destroy-
ed. That person is an infec-
tious case. Infectious
means that it can be trans-
mitted from ome person to
another. The infected per-
son does not necessarily
develop active disease.
WHAT CAUSES TB?
Parent causes.

There are two parent cau-
ses which are: 1. The
germ and the state of the
person that makes him or
her reccive the germ.
When the two come [0-
gether there is a case of
T.B.

GRANDPARENT
CAUSES

But tracing them back
one gencration earlier,
undoubtedly, poor hous-
ing, poor food and the
lack of health serwvices are
the cause. Though there
arc causes like mining,
dust ectc., these are the
main grandparent causcs.
Some argue that food is
more important than
housing. Though it is true
it would be irrelevent Lo
argue on the importance
of good food and good
housing in the remedying

of the society’s [UbEFCRO-.

losis pest as we want them
hoth.

Hiﬂy pecyle have
OHher PenFI’e earn low wages
and pay high prices for
rent, trausport aud

]|_|..r|'|.-|§ ex PEH‘SES-HlErE -"S*-il'H'HE'HﬂIﬂ

lef+ for food.

’i -

no work

PR A

WA’ if /5
He fruth 9 .

|
]

LA

PE&HE & g ﬂmﬂ- Sl'ﬂk Eas.i |:f i{: -“mj work 1w

unhealthy

ge#lhg T8,

places. Workers who breathe "
dust +he whole day
Long hours

ol ple_+o fight a&iinﬂT.B.
b

have a big chance of
of -Hrilng work alse

DID You kNow THRT :

GREAT GRAND-
PARENT CAUSES:

If we ask ourselves the
reason for poor housing
and poor food it is physi-
cally impossible to pro-
duce good food and good
houses. The reasons are
that the people cannot
afford to buy them. Peo-
ple arc poor because of
unemployment, low wag-
es and inflation. This is
great grand parent cause
is the socio-ccoOnOMIc as-
pect of T.B. Looking at
another aspect of medical
survey of April 1986 that
80% of blacks, 15% of
coloureds, 1,5% of Asians
and 1% of whites had
T.B. There is no evidence
showing that a black per-
son's body is more expos-
ed to T.B. than a while
person’s. This impression
has been created by apart-
heid, the unequal distri-
bution of power resources
This is what we call the
political aspect of T.B.

WHY DOES T.B. k-

CREASE?

I. High rate of uncmploy-
ment, inflation, the coun-
try’s resources are used
more in military than in
primary care, the root
causes of T.B. are neglec-
ted and the blame s al-
ways put on the wictim:

+++ L
In oor land, every day 10 pacple

die frem T B

'EEMEM@ER *

o Pun in Hhe chest

P Fuﬁhg Firead’ or weak

The danger Signs of T8 are; /%é’#:" &0

o A covgh +hat lasts longer +than 3 weeks
e Loss of weight and poasr appetife

o Shortness of breath

e Coughing bloodt

With modlern
treatmen s,

i+ tates at
legst & months
o core 7 B

o

i

AVYBODY - CAN GET T.B.

BUT PEOPLE WHO ARE TPOOR
| AND OPPRESSED, WHO EARN
LOWw WAGES, WHO CANT

AFFORD 600D FoobD AWD
WHo HAVEN'T 60T A PROPER
HoUsE HAVE THE BIGGEST
CHANCE OF GETTING TB.

‘.

HOW TO FIGHT T.B,

Find the active cases in
the community and bring
them lorward for medical
treatment. Make sure that
each one in the family is
vaccinated against T.B.
T.B. patients must go for
treatment regularly. Peo-
ple close to an infectious

person must be checked

by the doctor. People
must join campaigns

TOPS FOR TASTE

. FIE}LUHIEE
s FRANMKFURTERS = VIENNAS
= SALISAGES

Tel: 637-8155/6

F.0. BN ¥62, BATESVILLE.
MASLOMONEY R0, OFF EBRAHIM WAY, ATHLONE IND. 2

around health, housing
and low wages in order (o
change their living con-
ditions in their communi-
ties that seem to be the
root causes of T.B.

WORKERS DEMAND
THAT:

Employers should take
care of them and the
underpriviledged in redu-
cing the factors affecting
T.B. by:

, %t
1. Ensuring that their
workers and their families
are well fed and have
reasonable hving quarters
2. Paying attention 1o
transport and horus of
work.

i. The employers should
not sack the workers with
T.B. instead, they should
kebp ‘necessary regquire-
ments which goes with
safskedping the workers
from T.B. affection. ©

QUALITY COLD MEATS

= SPICED BEEF » BURGER PATTIES 47

» MEAT SPREADS

* RUSSIANS by

e et
HOLD IT!

BEFORE YOU THROW THIS NEWSPAPER AWAY, HAVE
¥YOU FILLED IN YOUR SUBSCRIPTION FORM YET?

Grassroots Subscription Rates
Local African Overseas

Individuals: R30.00 R35,00  R45,00
Institutions: R35,00 R40,00 ~ RE000~

_P.0. BOX 1161, CAPE TOWN 8000

A[JDHE'_.:":S: .........................................................

POSTAL CODE: ..o
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SOUTTH Alnca’s latest
export - is how the SABC
ik=cnbes the Stemn brot-
hers, after Brian  Sicin
delivered the winning
gostl for Luton i the
Litle=woods Cup  Final
kist maonith.

What the SABC neg-
lected 1o anform their
vicwers i Lhe circumstan-
ces under which the Sicin
lamily left South Afrca
ind their continued sup-
pont for non=racial sport
in a democratic South
Adrica

Brizn Stwein s one of
three sons in the famly
who have won glory n
their adopled country.
His brother Mark also
won English colours ana
shows just as much pro-
muse as Boan, .

Then there 15 21 year
ol Betramd, a highly pro-
mising tennis plaver.

His three sons are a
source of pride o ther
father lsawh, but his
hosts cannol be heard in

Louth Alrica, where all

the Stein's were bom.

grassroots SPORT

For Isaiah, gentle and
genial, was silenced by the
South Afncan. govern-
ment, deemed a threat o
the country’s secunty and
sent packing w1966,

Isaiah was active in the
Coloured People’s Cong-
ress and was Tirst Banngd
in 1962

In 1964 he wis arrested
and charged with break-
ing his banning order and
acquitted after a long pe-
rnod in jail.

He had hardly returned
to his Athlone home
when he was pliced under
M hour house arrest.

Conhned 1o his hiouse
and wnable 1o carn an
mcomie, he eventually ac-
cepled a one-way LUckel 1o
England with hes wile and
seven children.

Although Bran was
only cight when he lefi
South Afrmca, he B as
committed to the struggle
as his father is.

ritish hoots, South

He has become the
mouthpicee of the family
because his father cannot
be gquoted in South Aln-
.

Last vear, Brian Sten

* wats honoured by the Uni-

ped  Mations Commit-tee
Against Aparthewd for his
stand  against  apartheid
Like his father. he is ac-
tive i the South African
Non-racial Olympic
Committee (Sanroc) and
the ongoing campaign o
isolate South Africa from
world sport.

Brnan remembers litile
of his hife in Athlone, b

MARHKET

“NGBODY BEATS
| POPPY’S_PRICES”

reculls being purzled that
his father was always al
home whilst his fnends
parents went oul to work,

His mother Lillian hel-
ped support the family on
her inceme as u domesic
servaini.

“I do not remembser all
that much about home
because | was very young
when we lefi. But il |
close my eves | am back
there agan and | can
remember some of the
pood bmes and the bad
nmes,” he sawl i an
inlerview recently.

“*I have very fond me-.

mones of life in Cape
Town as a chald and | can
stilll remember the back
sireets and the parking
lots of Athlone where |
wis  first  introduced o
SOCCET,

“I can remember my
regular wvisits 1o Athlone
Stadium with my two ol-
der brothers where we
wsed to go watch my
faivisurile beam.

“Amd | cun remember
Tuble Mountan and our
trips 1o the beach for the
day.”

“But there 15 no way
that "1 would ever live
there™,

Bl

He ; Thas HHUH'W
includimg a sister Jube,

living in Cape Town and
he hopes one day to visit
South Alnca.

One place in Cape
Town he would hke o
visit is the parking lot - =if
it is still there™ - alongside
the Regent Bioscope

where he spent much ol
his childhood playing
soccer with his fmends in
the neighbourhood.

's mother suill
speaks fluent  Afnkaans,
which the seven chilidren
do not speak, but under-
stand.

“You can always tell if

she 15 angry because she
always reverts 1o speaking
Alrnkaans, Thats when
you have 1o look sharp™,

Brian has strong fecl-
ings on the growing num-
ber of South Afncins
foroed to leave home and
ive in other countrics to
get into internaitional
spart.

*It shows what a lot of
lalented people there are
i South Afrncu,

“When South Africa
does away with apan-
hed, | would ke 10 see
the country back in inter-
national sport, But | do
nol sec that happening
for a long time o com.

My dud s sull pretty
much nvolved i ante
South Alncan politcs
and | have the greatest
respect lor his courage.
He suffered a kot for s
beliels.™

"We fully support the "Hands off
the Press’ campaign® - FAWU

"These are thé last kicks of a dying
horse, and for quite some time
more repression is going to be the
order of the day. Such things
happened in Angola, Zimbabwe_
and Mozambique, but those
countries are now liberated. Tke

same will happen for South
Affrica." - SANSCO

"We support Grassroots and all
newspapers who seek lo expose the
truth. We pledge ourselves towork
for the demands of the Freedom
Charter so that all may have the
right to speak in our land" -
LOGRA

"Be assured of our support for the
campaign to save the alternative
press from being shut down" -
Western Province Council of

Churches

NEWSPAPER

We condenu the attempls to silence
Saanstaan. Grasswssls. Work in
Progness. Weekly Wail. Seuth & Out
of Step. The clampdown against the
altewnative press is an attempl to
silence us rom exposing. Bannings
and Fonced Remouvals. Detentions and
Usewployment. Freedom of press is
essentinl. Ax oltock agoinst the press
is an attack against democracy.

AZAAD’S RADIO & T.V.
SPECIALISTS IN RADIO, T.V.
& VIDEO REPAIRS
Suppliers & Installer of M-Net
Decoders, Arials, Spares
and Accessories

THLONE
ONE: 633-5819

GRASSY PAR
PHOME: 72-7

DRAGON GAS

2 VENTURA MATROOSFONTEIN
STOCKISTS OF LP GAS
FOR REFILLS
ELECTRICAL HARDWARE
GAS SPARE
PHONE: 932-1350

EAS|I GAS
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THE fate of the Sharpville Six is in the hands of
court - the same court that found them guilty of a
murder they did not commit, and sentenced them to
hang.

Lawyers for the six have filed for the re-opening
of the case after it was discovered that one of hte
witnesses was threatened by the police to give false
evidence against them during their trial.

Mr Manete said he had not seen two of the six
“John Mokhetsi and Duma Khumalo™ at the scene
of the crime.

He said the police had mentioned the names of
the other accused and instructed him to say in
evidence that they were present at the murder.

The attorney general of the Transvaal has said
that he will oppose the application to have the trial

The witness a
Bham that he lied to

he had said.

“Mr Manete™
X2 during the trial admitted to his attorney Mr MS

who was known as

the court after he was

assaulted by the police who forced him to say what

re-opencd.

However the second respondent the

minister of justice has decided to abide by the court

decision.

The Attorney of The Six, Mr Prakash Dior, said
that he remained hopeful that they would not hang.

THE Sharpville 5ix have
I until this week to file for a
re-opening of their case,
They were repricved at
the eleventh hour from
with the
hangman in March this
year, Their conviction
and death sentence spar-
ked an outcry both mter-
nationally and at home.

their meeting

The six were convicted
of the murder of Mr
Kusmayo Dlamini, a Le-
koa community council-
lor, who was stoned and
burnt to death outside his
Sharpville home in Sep-
termber 1984

Diamini met his death
at the hands of a 100
strong crowd which was
the remnants of a larger
group of renl protestors
who were dispersed by
§ the police. The rent pro-
testors n the Vaal tnan-
gle marked the start of an
unprecen-dented uprising
against the state.

At least 2 500 people
died and 40 M) were
detaimed 10 the course of
the upnsing. Many of
those who died were, hke
Dlamini, pro-government
officials, The Sharpwille
Six were the first to be
given the death sentence

for their participation in
the uprising.

The six Theresa Rama-
shamola, Majelefa Sefat-
sa, Oupa Dimso, Duma
Khumalo and Francis
Mokges: are unlikely
METTY TS,

Mone of them were po-
litically involved: two
claim that they were forc-
ed 1o join the march; and
four claim not to have
been present when Dila-
mini died. Ramashomo-
la's role was said to have
been limited 1o shouting

“He's shooting at us.
Let's kill him™ and slap-
ping the face of a woman
who argued with the
crowd.

Khumalo and Mokgesi
have been implicated by a
witness who stands ac-
cused of lying to the
Ot

The state has been un-
able to prove that any one
of the six was directly
responsible for Dlamini’s
death.

Their conviction 15 bas-
ed on the principle ol

common pupose. In the
words of Jusice A Botha

for the Appeal Court:

“Each of the accused
shared a common pur

pose to kil the deceased
with the mob as a whole,
the members of which
were intent upon killing

of the deceased and in
fact succeeded in doing
50"

The principle of com-
MON PUrpose 15 not con-
troversial in itselfl. I you
a crime
and your accomplice in-
jures someone, vou will
be held responsible for his
actions.,

are involved In

The guestion is whet-
her this principle s appli-
cable 1o individual mem-
bers of a crowd of protes-
tors.

The conviction of the
six, upheld by the Appeal
Court has far-reaching
implications. It means
that at a member of a
crowd, you can be held
responsible for his ac-
tions,

Two Cape Town kil-
lings came to mind that of
constable Leon Farmer

and Moegsien Abrahams.
Farmer died at the

ANC member Albie Sachs being carried to hospital after being
injured in-a car bomb explosion. Sachs lived in Mozambique.

hands of the members of
a large funeral procession
in Salt River in 1985, after
being identified as a po-
licemian.

Abrahms, a former
Cape Corps member was
beaten o death by a
group of youths who
broke through a cordon
of UDF officials trying to
protect hum from the
crowi,

He had been asked to

leave a UDF meeting in |
the Westndge Civic Cen-

tre which was attended by
more than | (K0 people.

Can anyone who was
part of the crowds present
at these gatherings be
held responsible for the
deaths?

Would hanging the
members of the crowd
who were not directly
invalved in the Killings be
Just?

Is the application of the
principle of common
purpose a reasonable way
in which to deal with
those people caught up in
the spiral of violence and
FEpPression in South Afri-
ca?

When will these terrorists

i
:

-_I-"
o

nmuuj and Lindiwe (4) children of Oupa Diniso

SAVE THE PATRIOTS

[ -

THERESA

| WSHMOLC

anxiously waiting for the result of the appeal

We  are the
Arsi

We roam the open plains
We stulk our prey when
the sun sleeps

We rest under the mopani
Iree

virumg ol

Song for Solomon

misktherhing

Ly vour tears

They have placed us i
Cilvily

HLII, tamned, wie wall imever
e

For we are the
lioais o Alrzi;

ViHImE

\inca s ours
Fhe voung lions ge gone
Wi mworrns her loss

o wilws will

lizht the
[ II'IF'||'|.'\'\I| Wi,

Who will tight the injus-
1o

L piew Wy likl W%

be brought to justice?

IN February Defence
Mimster Magnus Malan

vowed that the security
forces would “eliminate

the ANC wherever they
may be”. & weeks later,
Dulcie September, the

AMC representative in
Paris, was gunned down

in cold blood. Days after

that, Albie Sachs, and

ANC member presently
working for the f'l-"[l_'l-ﬂlﬂ'l-_

bican government, was
badly mmured m a car
bamby,

There is widespread
suspicion among exiles
and foreign governments
that they were killed by
apartheid death squads.

Both September and
Sachs come from the
Western Cape. The Sep-

tember faily stll live at

Stellenbosch. Dulcie

» worked as a teacher dur-

ing the 1950°s, when she

was a member ol the
She
later joined the National

Unity Movement,

Liberation Front, a small
group which planned to

launch armed strugele.
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and in 194 she stood
inal.

She spent 5 years in
prison for her activities,
She left South Africa in
1973, and poined the ANC

in London. After working
in ANC offices in London

and Lusaka, she became
the movement's Pans re-
presentative in 1984,

Albie Sachs has been
active in the Congress
movement since his teens.
He played a leading role
in the Congress of

democratic whites, and
helped organise the Con-
gres of the People. He

was a talented voung ad-
vocate, and defended pol-
itical cases without being
paid.

A strange sight preeted
Cape Town when Albie

was released from deten-

the 1960Fs, ex-
plains his old friend Amy
Thornton. “
way from Caledon

pon in

Square to Clifton where
he plunged into the sea.

He ran all the _

Throughout his 90 days
inside he had been dream-
ing of doing that™.

Detention and harms-
ment forced him into ex-

ile in 1966,

Albie 15 an internation-
ally respected writer andy-

legal academic. After the
liberation of Mozambi-
que, he went to live in
Maputo and work on
building the country's
new legal svstem,

Although Sachs has
lost hus arm and is senou-
sly injured, he will survive

“It seems a dreadful
thing to say”, Amy
Thornton observed, “but
we have to be grateful
that we arc commemora-=
ting the murder of one
person and not two',




