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More suffering as

RENTS
G0 UP

“ELKE jaar die tyd raak ons
lewe nog "n bietjie swaarder. Ons
suffer nog meer, die Council trek
die tou om ons nekke nog
stywer. Ons kan al klasar mie
meer asem haal nie.™

So says Wilfred Rhodes, the
chairperson of the Cape Areas
Housing Action Committee
CAHAC). He was talking about
the rents which are going up
again on July 1.

In almost all areas rents are
going up on July 1. This is in
spite of “assurances” by some
people in parliament earlier this
year that rents will not go up
now.

The Cape Town City Council
said they are increasing their
rents by an average of five per-
cent.

“Compared with the general
level of inflation, this is a
modest increase,” said the Coun-
cil's executive Committee chair-
man Mr John Muir,

“But five percent iz still a
lot," said community organi-

sations. .
The Council’'s Mr Muir also

announced a 12 percent rates
increase and two electricity

tariff increases.

The Council said all increases
in rentals would be limited to a
maximum of RI10. They said
Mitchells Plain rents would go
up by the most R7,50. They also
said people ecaming between
R151 and R250 a month would
not have their rents increased by
maore than RS a month. Tenants
would be informed individually
of how much rent is increasing.

Mr Rhodes said that in spite
of the many burdens working
people faced, the council still
put up rents.

“The council does not care.
Now, when times are so hard,
when jobs are scarce and most
people are scraping every little
cent they can get, they still put
up the rents,

“We in Cahac believe that
people should be charged rents
they can afford.

“If people are not provided
with proper houses at rents they
can afford, the crisis in the coun-
try will deepen.

“We can see how rents have
led to major protests in all parts
c-l’ the country,” Mr Rhodes

Meeting to celehrate
30 years of Charter

PLANS are under way for a big
meeting to celebrate the 30th
birthday of the Freedom Charter,
The meeting will be held at the
Athlone Civic Centre on 30 June
1985, The starting time is 2.30
pm.

30 years ago on June 26
3000 elected delegates of lhe

came from cities, towns, villages,
kraals, farms, factories, schools,
churches, mosques and sports
bodies. Here at Kliptown the
Erudnm Charter, put together

Hell hostels

Workers form
association to
fight for changes
— Page 5

Leave him alone’
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= Fight cancer =

out of the thousands of demands
made by our people, was
adopted. :

A freedom Charter supporter
told Grassroots: “The Charter
has our demands for a new
South Africa. It is a bright light
in the apartheid darkness. We
won't rest until we've won the
demands in the Charter.”

Political, civic and worker
leaders from Eastern Cape,
Atlantis, New Crossroads and
trade unions will speak at the
meeting.

Your last chance

to enter this
exciting competition
- Page 11
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What shnuldq
% a future SA ). ¢
look like?

See our special supplement
on the Freedom Charter inside
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; l.HIHﬂ the plm I:Ir Aﬂln Boesak hugl Bishop Patric Matolengwe at the Junl 16 url'ltal

Looking on is Rev. Emest Baardman.

‘llniust rulers must go’

MAJOR churches in South
Africa have called for the re-
placement of oppressive struc-
tures and the removal from
power “all those who persist in
defying God's law"".

This call was made by the
South African Council of
Churches (SACC). It received
strong support at a service at
Athlone AME Church on Sun-
day June 16, the ninth anni-
versary of the Soweto 1976
uprising.

The service, attended by
more than 2 000 people, was led
by Rev Abel Hendricks, a past
president of the Methodist

Church. :
Rev Chris Nissen, chairperson

of the UDF's Karoo Region, said
South Africa’s future could not
be negotiated in parliament. It
must be discussed at Pollsmoor
with the real leaders of the
people, like-Nelson Mandela,
“Soweto is still with us today.
The blood of our people is still
running in the streets. The

police are still killing and tor-
turing our people,

“This will only end when the
people govern the country, when
the doors of learning and culture
are open and when the demands
in the Freedom Charter are
realised,” he said.

Rev Nissen said Christians
had to make a choice.

“You cannot serve (wo
masteérs: God and apartheid.
Because you will have to love
the one and hate the other.

“Who is scared, who stands to
lose if the government is re-
moved? Not the poor and
oppressed, but the rich, They
know there will be no more
privileges because we shall all
share in the country's wealth,”

Dr Allan Boesak, president of
the World Alliance of Reformed
Churches and patron of the
UDF, said some people were
upset about the church's call.

“Those who are upset at us
do not know what it is like to

suffer because of the colour of
your skin; to carry a pass; to
suffer under plastics at Cross-
roads in the Cape winter rains;
to bury your children who die of
hunger in this land of plenty,™
he said.

Dr Boesak said South Africa
called itself a Christian country,
but families were broken up for
economic gain,

Quoting poverty wages paid
in the Eastern Cape, he said:
“The age of slavery is not yet
over, In this country the greed
of a few guarantees the ongoing
poverty of the masses.™

*Those who say it cannot be
tolerated are banned or im-
prisoned and in the streets of
our nation mown down like
bloody dogs".

“For as long as those who
govern this country and those
who vote for them claim to be
Christians, we must rise up and
tell them that this is not so,™ Dr
Boesak said.

_Churches take a stand at June 16 service

Strong support  Advice to
for Oscar Mpetha sufferers
- Page 7 — Page 8
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r

of South Africa will not be nego-
QUL fiated in parfiament.”

DR ALLAN BOESAK — “We are convinced we are right."
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KANNEMEYER COMMISSION

SOON after the Uiten-
hage shootings, the
people of South Africa
and the world were told:
# The people were
shot because they were
on their way to attack
the white residents of

Uitenhage

| ® The police were pelt-

ed with “stones, sticks
and other missiles,
including petrol bombs
# The police were sud-
denly surrounded

This is what minister
of Law and Order, Le
Grange, told us on the
radic and TV. He in-
gisted that this story
was true.

But the Kannemeyer
report into the shoot-
ings clearly shows that
this information was
untrue, The report says
that there is no proof
that people  were
marching to attack resi-
dents in Uitenhage. No
petrol bombs  were
thrown, There was no
big stoning attack. The
story about the ston-
ing attack was lies “to

justify the shooting™.

The Kannemeyer
Commission in fact
proved what everyone
knew already - that
the police gave inaccu-
rate reports, were pro-

vocative, interfered
with peaceful funerals
for no reason, and used
unnecessarily harsh
methods of “riot con-
trol”. But strangely,
Kannemeyer found that
“no-body wils to
blame™.

Many people, from
the UDF to PFP, have
called on Mr le Grange
to resign. Unfortunate-
ly, Mr le Grange is not
noted for his sensitivity.
Doubtless he will con-
tinue with his “‘skiet
and donder" behaviour
for many years to
Come,

E. GAPE  WAR ZONE

JUDGE |Kannemeyer
has given hiz findings
about the Langa shoot-
ing. “No-one was to
blame® he says. Many
South Africans will
relax now. It was a
nasty incident but it is
over, they will say.

But for the people in
the Eastern Cape, the
Langa shootings were

just the beginning.
GRASSROOTS went to

the Port Elizabeth, Cra-
dock, and Grahams-
town, We found an area
torn by civil war. We
heard countless stories
of human suffering. But
we also found people
strong in their deter-
mination to win their
freedom.

The townships of
Port Elizabeth are like
an operational zone.
Police and SADF
soldiers prowl the
streets. The army has
set up military bases in
government buildings,
Post Offices and beer
halls. Broken windows,
burnt out buildings and
empty teargas cannisters
are a stark reminder of
continuing violence,

UDF houses are
guarded day and night
against petrol bomb
attacks. Peyco President
Jack spoke with sadness
of the UDF/Azapo
clashes. “We are trying
to solve the problems.
We have held peace
talks with Azapo lead-
ers. At one such
meeting, the car of
oné of our priests was

“Shackled to their beds”

burn out — and | was
attacked when [ tried
to stop it.

“Many criminals and
gangsters are using this
gituation. And the
police do not help.
They do nothing to
prevent attacks on
UDF. They wait for the
fighting to break out,
and then they move in.
But this fighting is in
the interests of the

is the “disappearances’’.
At least ten people have
vanished  without a
trace. Three Pebco (PE
Black Civic organisat-
jon) have been missing
for several weeks — it is
said that they were last
seen at a police road
block at the exit of
New Brighton.

The daughter of one
of the three — Sipho
Hashe, told a supreme

Eastern Cape - torn by civil
war and hardships.

police, and we must
stop it."

Many people have
been killed or injured
gince Uitenhage. Some
have been shot, or tear-
gassed in their homes,
or knocked down by
hippos. Many are in
jail — wyoung children
are being charged with
public violence and are
facing long jail senten-
ces.

A more sinister twist

court judge that while
she was in detention,
the security police told
her that l:h#!r' were
going to “‘get her
father”. The judge said

that there was no proof
that the police were
involved in the dis-
appearances, and threw
the case out of court.
People believe that
the three are dead, they
they have suffered H]:
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same fate as Cosas lead-
er Siphiwe Mtimkulu,
who vanished in 1982,

Pecple are suffering
in other ways. The clos-
ing down of the motor
industry and other
factories has put many
thousands out of work.
The search for work
and food is growing
desperate,

The people of the
East Cape are facing a
bitter struggle for sur-

vival — against star-
vation, against police
bullets, against petrol

bomb attacks. But this
has just hardened their
determination to win
their freedom.

“The only road to
peace i the road to
freedom™ a resident
told us en we have

won the demands of .

the freedom charter,
then we will have peace.
Suffering is nothing
new to us — we will pay
the price for freedom.
But we will not

gve up.”

|

Leaders of tha PFP, UDF am:l other
organisations have called for Mr. Le

“Law and Order”

MR LE GRANGE'S police force
has a funny idea of how to keep
“Law and*Order.”

The Kannemeyer Commission
has shown how these police tried to
“pacify” the crowds. Just before
the Uitenhage shooting, a police-
man shouted “Nou het ons julle
lekker"”. Another policeman, doubt-
lessly confused by all the excite-
ment, suggested that the crowd
throw some stones. ““Waar is die
klippe, gooi hulle, gibilesa, gibilesa
(throw).™

The lawless people did not obey
this “order” to throw stones. But
the brave policemen shot them
anyway. They were so brave, that
when the people turned around and
ran away, the police still shot them.
In fact, at least 35 of the 47 people
killed at Langa were shot IN THE
BACK.

Grange's resignation.

HOSPITALS should be places
of refuge and comfort for the
gick and injured. But it seems
that even they are no longer
respected. “After the Uitenhage
shooting, the army and police
moved into Livingston Hospital.
It was like a fortress” a doctor
told us.

The National Medical and
Dental Association (NAMDA)
have protested against the
treatment of patients in the
Eastern Cape hospitals. Grass-
roots spoke of a NAMDA
member, a doctor working at
Livingston Hospital in Port
Elizabeth. This is his story:

“The police and army have
moved into the hospital. They
are a law unto themselves, They
move in and out, talking, smok-

ing cigarettes in wards where
people are dying. Patients too
weak to lift a glass of water are
ghackled to the beds — and have
an armed soldier guarding them.

“The police act as if the
patients are dangerous criminals.
But these are just people caught
in the crossfire at Uitenhage, or
elsewhere. Many of them are
children — 14 or 15 years old.

“The police arrest anyone
who has a bullet wound and
charge them with public violence.
They watch the patient while
he/she is being treated and then
take them to jail as soon as they
are discharged.

The people are shot and in-
jured by police bullets. And then
they are prevented from getting
proper treatment.

We set up an aid centre in the

townships after Uitenhage. We
had no proper equipment. Many
came in with bullet wounds —
people who needed to be treated
at a proper hospital. But they
were too scared to go to hospital
because they knew that they
would be arrested.

“The police also tried to stop
private doctors from treating
bullet wounds. 1 heard of one
GP who was treating a 14-year
old boy in his surgery — and the
police just ran in and took the

“We also find that many
people who were shot at Uiten-
hage are coming in now with
bullet wounds. They were too
frightened to come in immed-
fately. But now their wounds are
gangrenous and infected. They
have to have their limbs ampu-

tated because their wounds are
not treated in time.

Young children are being
arrested. They are thrown into
overcrowded jails, where they
are assaulted by common law
criminals. What effect can this
have on them?

“We in NAMDA are protest-
ing against these things. It is
impossible to carry out your
duty as a doctor to help and heal
the sick under these conditions,
The hospital authorities just
deny that this is happening.
And many doctors just accept
the situation,

But we feel that, as doctors,
we cannot allow this to happen.
It is violating the rights of
doctors and patients - and it
must be stopped.

After the shooting, policeman,
Billy Ruiter, while watching the
dying of several people,
said “He should die, he got what
he wanted. He is doing breakdanc-
ing”. He also said, “Ja, julle kaffer-
tjies, julle wil mos hard koppig
wees, kyk how hoe skiet die boere
j".l]!a ¥

This kind of thing is nothing
new to us. We have known for years
how the police insult the people,
how they behave like something
out of a bad TV thriller. Even their
former leader, Jimmy Kruger, said
that Biko's death “leaves him cold.™

But let's hope that this will
make people more aware of what
kind of keepers of “law and order™
we have in our police force. Other-
wise these policemen may learn the
difference between TV and real life
the hard way .

Child brain
damaged

TWELVE year old Nomhle Manona
was playing happily outside her home
in Fingo Village. A group of nearby
soldiers were “Tooling around™, A
rubber bullet was shot, and hit
MNomhle between the eyes....
MNomhile will never be the same
again. If she lives, she will probably
be brain damaged for life. She will
have epileptic fits. She is just one of
many victims of police and SADF

Ehbmm!l!‘h:lhh,uﬂmim
in the township, which treated

sent her home. Two days later,
she arrived at Livingston Hospital in a
coma. By the next morning, she was

1 believe that she died from the
teargas. | tried to find out what was
the teargas — dociors have to treat

that teargas used in South Africa in-
cludes cyandde.

1 asked for a post mortem to show
how Sandra died — others were denying
that it was because of teargas. The posi
moriem wag dome by the district sur-
geons Lang and Tucker — the “Biko
doctors”. Weeks have passed, and | am
still waiting for that report
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AGENDA
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CMC talks of golf while

water cuts, arrears in Atlantis

WHEN people of Atlan-
tis went to a mesting of
the Atlantis Manage-
;ment Committee earlier
this month, they were
shocked to find what
was on the Agenda,

They claim that the
Management Commit-
tee planned to discuss
the following, building
a golf course in Atlantis,
business developments,
boy scouts and sports
fields.

This comes at a time
when thousands of
people in Atlantis are
losing their jobs, many
are falling in arrears
with their rent and the
water supplies of hund-
reds of families has
been cut off.

Members and sup-
porters of the Atflantis
Residents Association
went to the meeting of
the Management Com-

mittee on Thursday,
April 13.
They wanted to

speak about the fact
that hundreds of Atlan-
tis families® water sup-
plies had been cut off;
but they did not want
to discuss the matter
with the Management
Committes. They de-
manded to speak to an
official of the Divisional
Counil,

The Diveo official
gaid he could not speak
to the people then but
would meet them indi-
vidually. The people re-
jected this, They said
they would have to
have a meeting as a
group.

According to &
member of the Resi-
dents’ Association the
Management Commit-
tee had on its agenda
the building of golf
courses, boy scouts
and other matters.

The Vice-Chairman
of the Management
Commitiee, Mr W
Daniels confirmed that
these matters were on
the Agenda. He said
they had raised the rent
problems  with  the
Council. They had also

. [
NOEL WILLIAMS
written to counci
about people’s water
being cut off. We are
gtill waiting on a reply
from them. -

“At our last meeting,
Council was there and
they zaid people could
come and see them
about the water prob-
lem, They said people
should come in and
make the necessary
arrangements. Council
would be lenient,” he
said.

Mr Noel Williams of
the Atlantis Residents’
Association told Grass-
roots that the Manage-
ment Committee had
publicly stated there
was nothing they could
do about the problem.

“They said people
would just have to pay.
They also said that the
water problem would
not create a health
hazard.

Miss Sybil McKinna
also of Atlantis Resi-
dents” Association,
however said that the
lack of water had
affected families ser-
iously.

She related how two
little childrem became
ill after the water
supply to their houss
was cut off two weeks
gD,

She said, “The legs
of the two-year-old hirl
became red after she
hadn't washed for a few
days. The baby also be-
came ill and after being
examined by a doctor
she was found to have
gastro and an infection
af the throat,

The mother has to
get water in buckets
from her indaws two
streets away, [If the
water stands, bacteria
forms on top.”

from the Minister of

Athlone, claims he was
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Born in the USA

AMERICAN superstar Bruce Springstesn
racently gave R40 000 to striking British
minars.

This suprised many people who could nol

understand how a8 music star, one of the

most popular in the world, who has the
potential o be wvery rich, can associate
himsalf with the worker's cause.

Anyone who knows Bruce Springsteen’s
music would not at all be surprised (In fact,
he does it often in the USA, he just does not
seek publicity for i),

Bruce Springstesn s one of those artists
who does not sing about an Amrica of
romantic fantasies that don't exist. He expo-
ses the myth that everyone in America is
happy and conteni, have everything they
need and don't have a worry in the world.

He sings about the real America the

Amaerica of people giving their whole lives to
the bosses as they sweat everyday In the
factory, and America where there are 20-
million people unemployed, where there are

people who starve, people who are homealess,

people for whom the "American dream™ has
become a nightmane.
He sings of the realities of American life, of

axploitation, of poverty, of ruined dreams.

Back in the forties and fifties, Woody |

Guthrie, who immoralised the song "This land
Was Made For You And Me", which pulled no
punches and the great black and blues singer,
Paul Robeson, sang of the lives of ordinary
Americans.

Today there's people like the black jazz
poet, Gill Scott-Heron, the rap DJ, Grand-
master Flash, and Bruce Springsteen who
keep this tradition alive.

Bruce Springstesn grew up In a working
class family in New Jersey where he watched
his unemployed father change from a young
man with hopes and dreams to a tired and
beaten old man, his hopes shattered by
unemployment, another victim of the Ameri-
can dream,

it was this experience which made him
identify with the British miners sirike to save
their jobs.

Bruce Springsteen’s sardy songs continued
that hope inspired by the Amrican dream. This
was best summed up the line: “Show a litthe
faith, there is magic in the night” from his first
hit LP Born to Run.

As he matured, Springstesn began to realise
that there was litthe hope for working people in
Amaerica while the wealth of the country was
owned by a timy minority. Hemmnmln:m
his songs on their lives and their strugg

|
{
|
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the British Mineworkers' Strike Support Fund.

On "Factory”, releasad in 1978, he sang
gbout his father; "Early in the moming factory
whistles blows, man risés from bad and puts
on his clothes, man takes his lunch tin, walks
out in the moming light, the work, the
working, just the working life! Through the
mansions of fear, through the mansions of
pain, see my daddy walking through the
factory gates in the rain, factory takes his
hearing, factory gives him life; the working,
just the working lite”.

He began singing about young people
going out into the world with hopes and

dreams and ending up Ihving nightrmarnes.

He sings aboul broken dreams, of the anger
of young Americans at baing sent to Vietnam
and about love and hopa.

Bruce Springstesn comes from the working
class and he has not lorgotten his roots.

Although milllons all over the world flock o
seg him, ha tells it like it is, and makes his
contribution to the struggle for a better life by
giving maney and supporting people’s organi-
sations in America.
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Grassroots organiser sues Le Grange

Azanian Students’ Or-

court he was assaulted

GRASSROOTS orga- comfort he suffered. bent back. He
niser Mohamed Saleem Mr Badat was edu- The assualt ended
Badat isclaiming R5000 cation officer for the just before two cars

went past towards Wor-

He did not tell the doc-

VICISO CONSULTANTS
ACCOUNTING & TAX SERVICES

grassroots

heard from his
attorneys later that the
Attorney-General had
decided not to prose-

team in the peninsula,

an approaching vehicle
and Sergeant Heunis,
the driver, braked hard
and swung the car to th

Police Louis Le Grange ganisation (Azaso) at cester, he said. cute. the left of the road.

and two security police- the time of his de- He said he was later Colonel Griebenouw, Mr Badat, who was

men. tention. examined by the Rob- head of the Security handcuffed in the front
Mr Badat, 27, of Mr Badat told the ertson district surgeon. branch investigating  seat, was thrown against

the dashboard, Colonel

assaulted by the two when he was taken by tor about the assault denied in court that he Griebenouw said.
security policemen, car from Worcester t¢  because he was not  had assaulted Mr Badat. He said Mr Badat
Colonel Johannes C  Robertson. asked. He said he, Warrant- was held under the In-
Griebenouw and War- He said he was held After that he made a  Officer MacDonald and  ternal Security Act in
rant Officer H M against a fence, ques- statement to a magis- a Sergeant Heunis were connection with June
MacDonald, when he tioned and punched in  trate and was told to taking Mr Badat to 16 anniversary pamph-
was detained for two the face and stomach. speak freely. He also Robertson early on lets

weeks in June 1983, He He said his shirt was made a statement to  June 11 1983, The case was post-
is claiming for alleged torn, his hair was pulled  Brigadier G J § Booy- He said he heard poned to a date in
pain, shock and dis- and his fingers were sen about the assault. ghouts, saw the lights of  October.

4, st Sareet, Ehios River 7450
PO, Box 251, Elsies River 7480
Tel.: 932-6135 (Odffice Howrs)
Tel.; 593-3709 (Afier Hours)

ﬁra:srnnt: Subscription Ratesg |

Local AfricanOverseas
R20,00 R25,00 R35,00

Why employ a full time Bookkeeper, if the
same job can be done at half the pricel
— Monthly returns i.e. PAYE, UIF, G5T
— Tax returns, Provisional Tax

— Bookkeeping and Financial Statements
— Tax & Business Advice

— Computer Processing — debtors,

— creditors, nominal ledger

Individuals:

RETREAT ROAD
RETREAT. T5

TELEFHOME
T-227T2

Organisations: R30,00 R35,00 R60,00
P.0. BOX 1161, CAPE TOWN 8000

"|:hé- poor man's friend™

NAME:
ADDRESS:

We Ffemain Unbeatén!
We Insist on Quality!
AT GENUINE LOW PRICES

For a confidential discussion of your
business and/or Tax matters, contact

Mr. V. Goliath

POSTAL CODE: ...
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almost Iwo
nmmlu. now, thousands
of East London families
have been eating only
chicken and fish,

They refuse to eat
red meat in support of
150 workers who were
fired from the abbatoirs
at the end of April. *

The workers, all
members of the South
African Allied Workers’
Union (Saawu), were
dismissed after refusing
to work from April 24.
They wWene Very
unhappy with the small
increase they were gett-
ing. They demanded
more money.

Management said
that if they were not
happy they should re-
sign. A few days later
the workers were told
to leave the premises
and were locked out,

Management refused

to  discuss the matter

with SAAWL.

The workers then
decided to call for a red
meat boycott. The

boycott started on May
6.

Mr Sebenzile Calata,
one of the dismissed
workers said that many
of the workers were old
and had been working
at the abbatoirs for
many years.

*Some worked there
with their children. We
cannot survive on R166
a month, which we
were getting. How can
WE pay rents, transport
and food, The commu-
nity is supporting us.
They feel they musi
support us because they
know how we ane
suffering and they
know about the manage-
ment,

Councill
workers’ new

pay demands

THOUSANDS of muni-
cipal workers attended
a meeting in the City
Hall on June 4 against
the wage award made
by the Industrial Court.

After submitting
wage demands on 7
May 1984, the Indus-
trial Court eventually
made its award on 17
May 1985 — more than
a year late. Some 4 000
of the total 11500
members will receive an
increase of about five

percent.

Workers expressed
dissatisfaction at the
increases,

“It is too little, too
late for too few,” they
gaid.

Thousands of mem-
bers do not gain any-
thing from the award
But workers said that
they will not allow
themselves to be
divided even if the
award is divisive.

“We are strength-
ened by our experien-
ces and we stand firm
in our fight for a living
wage", they said.

In his main address
to the meeting, the
Secretary, Mr John
Emstzen, said that

NO RED
MEAT

Chicken,
fish only
as workers
strike in EL

The bosses think we
will crack because they
belicve we need the
money., But 1 believe
we will get our jobs
back. I am sure we are
going to win,™

The workers® de-
mands are: the rein-
statement of all the
dismissed workers;

R3.50 per hour; recog-

nition of their umon,
SAAWU; and cold-
storage protective
clothing.

In the Western Cape,
an intenm committee
has been formed to
look at ways of support-
ing the East London
workers. The United
Democratic Front,
Cape Action League,
Trade Unions and other
community Organi-
sations are discussing
the matter. L

members instructed the
Executive Committee
to take the Council to
Court, win or lose.

“Tonight we can tell
you that we carried out
the mandate you have
Eiven us. We are here
now to report back to
you", he said.

After relating the
experiences at Court
and details of the award,
to loud applause he said
that “whilst we did not

get what we demanded,

we fought and we won

our dignity. We are
stronger in our deter-
mination to fight on™.

Vice-President, Mr F

M Dyers, addressed the
meeting on price rises,

rent increases, hard-
ships and Council's
budget.

Mr J I Floris, Or-

ganiser of the Union,
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urged workers to look
forward and carry on
the fight for a living
Wwage.

“We have scored
small victories, he said,
“let us plan bigger
ones™.

Member after mem-
ber condemned the
award. They said mem-
bers were even more
united and would con-
tinue the fight for a
living wage.

At the end of the
meeting, workers unani-
mously rose and re-
solved:

“We the members of
CTMWA totally reject
the award made by the

Industrial Court. Our
struggle for a living
wage continues. We

accordingly instruct the
Executive Committee
and General Council:
(i) to prepare com-
pletely fresh wage
demands;
(ii) to take up all
regrouping of
posts affecting
members; and
to strive for the
scrapping of the
provision in the
law which de-
clares Local Aut-
hority work as
being *‘essential
services',

(iii)
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Mrs. Gladys Govana shows her burns.

‘Madam made me burn

A DOMESTIC worker
is claiming R S5 000 from
her former employer
whom she claimed
caused her to burn her-
self with boiling water.

Mrs Gladys Govana,
40, of Crossroads, told
a Wynberg Court how
she had burnt herself in
March 1982,

Mrs Govana said she
was cleaning the fridge
with a bowl of boiling
water. She said she was
alone in the house.

“Mrs Fowkes came
up behind me. She
shouted at me. I was

startled. [ let the bowl
fall and [ slipped,” Mrs

Govana told the court.
Mrs Govana said that
Mrs Fowkes had treated
her arm for burns, After-
wards she had gone to a
doctor and received a
certificate to take off
for a few days. She had
also gone to look for

legal assistance, and
approached the 8§SA
Domestic Workers’

Association (SADWA).

Mrs Fowkes told the
court she was standing
in the diningroom of
their open plan house
when the incident hap-
pened.

“Gladys lifted the
bowl up to the fridge
and I told her to push it

in further. did not
shout at ]1=1'. I might
have raised my voice
louder than normal, but
I did not shout at her.™

Mrs Fowkes said it
did not appear as if Mrs
Govana was startled.
She could also not
remember Mrs Govana
slipping after she let the
bowl of boiling water
fall.

Mrz Fowkes said she
had switched off her
fridge the night before
and had asked Mrs
Govana to clean the
fridge by using boiling
water. She said she

stayed in the house

‘Nommer 1137 -
Kom canteen toe’

ELMA DAVIDS worked
at Cape Underwear in
Epping for three years.
Recently she heard the
words all workers dread
to hear: “We don't
have work for you any-
more,” This is Elma’s
story.

Daar was lankal sprake
van retrenchments by
Cape. Ons het verwag
dat mense moet gaan.
Maar ons het nooit
verwag dat dit so
skokkend sou gebeur
nie. Dit was so skielik.

Die donderdag, laat,
het ons gehoor dat 40
mense moet gaan, En
sommer die volgende
dag ook. Maar die
managers het nie gesé
watter 40 nie. Daardie
Donderdagaand het min
van ons geslaap.

Die Vrydag oggend
was almal baie stil by
die factory, Ons was op
ons nerves, Hoe kan 'n
mense so werk? Jy het
nie geweet of jy een van
die ongelukkige 40
werkers gaan wees nie.

Kort na lunch, kom
Miss Jacobs. Sy sé vir
my: ‘Nommer 1137 —
kom canteen toe.” En

toe weet ek,

My eerste gedagtes
was oor my drie kinders,
Wat gaan wvan hulle
word, het ek gedink.
My man was ook by 'n
klere fabriek afgesit,
Waar gaan ons geld kry
om vir hulle kos te gee?

Workers Union. Ons het
dit gedoen.

Dit het bra min
gehelp. Ek hoef nie te
veel daarvan praat nie.
Ons weet almal dat
hulle min vir ons doen.
Hulle belange is ni¢ ons
sin nie.

Net twee
en 'n

asbakkies

brief

il

Die base het geen
idee van my omstandig-
heid nie. Hulle het nie
probeer  wvastel nie.
Hulle het net gekap
so0s hulle wil. Wat van
my kinders; wat van my
skuld; wat van my rent?

Toe ons in die can-
teen kom, was almal so
geskok, Daar was preg-
nant mammies {ussen
ons. Ons het net daar
gesit en dink. Sommige
het gehuil.

Miss Jacobs het vir
ons twee asbakkies ge-
gee; As ook council
briewe &m ons pay. 3y
het gesé ons moet vroeg
Maandag Manpower toe
gaan, en ons moet ook
inloer by die Garment

Hulle weet nie hoe
ons voel nie. En hulle
kan glad nie omgee nie.
Dit was my ondervind-
ing.

Mou sit ek hier by
die huis, met my man
en my kinders. Sonder
werk. Ek het werk
gesoek. Hard gesoek,
maar daar is niks werk
nie, My man kry som-
tyds casual werk, maar
dan is dit min. Vrydag
het hy net R4 gekry.

Die mense langsaan
help ons nou en dan
met 'n stukkie brood

vir die kinders.

Ek iz kwaad, maar
ek is nie sonder hope
nie, Deur almal die

while Mrs Govana was
cleaning the freezer.

Mr Johnny Sandler,
appearing for Mrs
Govana, handed photo-
graphs of the burns on
Mrs Govana's arms. He
also handed in a photo-
graph showing the lay-
out of the Fowkes'
house,

The magistrate, Mr
M Bevers, adjourned
the trial until he
received written argu-
ments from the two
lawyers, Mr Johnny
Sandler (appearing for

Mrs Govana) and Mr
Jonathan Watson
(appearing for Mrs
Fowkes).

dinge, was daar gedagte
in -my kop. Ek het
peweet dat wat gebeur
onregverdig was. Ek
weet dit want ek het 'n
goeie unie agter my. ,

Ek wil vir die mense
by Cape vra om oor
hulle toekoms te dink.
Of ons staan saam en
veg hierdie ding. Of die
base maak net wat hulle
wil, Dit is op na ons.
Nou meer as enige
ander tyd. Ons moet
mekaar help. Ons moet
vir CLOWU bystaan.
Tesame kan ons hierdie
ding stop sit. Die base
kan nie met ons maak
soos hulle wil nie. Hulle
kan nie vir ons sommer
net so afsit nie.

Ons wie afgesit was,
het nou by mekaar
gekom. Ons doen jets.
Ons sal julle later meer
laat weet.

Ek was gelukkig by
Cape. Ons het mooi
gaam gewerk. Ons het
baie dinge saam deurge-
gaan. Ek will graag
terug by Cape wees. Dis
onnodig dat ons nou 50
moet swaar kry, Ons m
moet nou saamstaan -
wie weet, mbre gebeur
dit dalk met ons.”
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MANY words have been used
to describe the conditions at the
single quarters hostels. Words

like “inhuman”, “hell-hole™,
“terrible” and not fit for human
beings.

But it is difficult to describe
the conditons there in words.
Because the conditions at the
Nyanga Men's Hostels, like at all
other hostels, are all those words
and more,

The Nyanga hostels are made
up of blocks of dwellings. There
are eight *“houses™ in each
block. At least eight people stay
in each “house”,

There is no kitchen and no
electricity. Beds are virtually on
top of each other.

Women are not allowed to be
at the single’s guarters. Even
though many of the men are
marmried, their wives are not
allowed to be with them. Any
woman found at the single’s
quarters is automatically fined

Fightin
MR SUPER NEKATHAZO is 45
years old, married and has four
children. But for the last 21
years, Mr Nkathazo has been
able to see his wife, Fanchette,
for only three weeks every year.

The reason? Mr Nkathazo
works in Cape Town, and his
wife (because of the govern-
ment’s influx control laws) is
not allowed to live in Cape
Town with him. She has to stay
in the Transkei and he can see
her when he is on leave only,

Mr Mkatharo is one of ahout
25000 migrant workers who
live in single guarters hostels in
Cape Town. Where he stays at
the Myanga East Men's Hostel
up to eight or more share a
small dwelling. Sometimes four
or more men live in one room,

Mr Nkathazo is also the
general secretary of the newly-
formed Western Cape Men's
Hostel Association (MCMHA),
the first organisation in the
Western Cape to deal specifically
with the problems of hostel
dwellers.

Their launching meeting at
the Presbyterian Church hall,
Myanga, was attended by more
than 1 000 workers and received
messages of support from a
broad range of organisations, fro
from trade unions, to churches,
student organmisations, commun-
ity organisations and the UDF.

GRASSROOTS asked Mr
Nkathazo why they formed the
association,

“Since I've been in the single
quarter, I've never had any
organisation helping this place.
It appeared to me as if this place
was boycotted by organisations.
-There has been no improve-

Workers have had enough of. ..

by the Board officials.

But in spite of all this, there
are still many women at the
hostels. Some of them come to
visit their husbands or boy-
friends, others come to live with
their hushands.

“I have been fined many
times, but I'm prepared to take
the risk,” said one woman,

Outside the dwelings, the
conditions are not much better.
All that greets one is sand and
more s.ﬂnd.

Mr. Super Nkathazo
ment over the years. We even
joined the community council,
we thought things would go
better. I've been on the council
my self,

“But the only thing the
community council did was to
take away our shower and sell it
to an outsider, We took the
council and the adminiztration
board to court about that. They
eventually left the shower in the
bad condition it was.

“Last year we formed the
Hostel Association. We started
put in Myanga Now it's Langa,
Guguletu and Umfuleni. We're
still going to Paarl and Stellen-
bosch. We have decided to do
something about the conditions
in the hostels™,

What does he see as the main
issues and how do they intend
going about taking up these
issuesT

“The main thing is the up-
grading of the facilities and the
provision of family housing.

INHUMAN
HOSTELS

There are two toilets out-
side each block of dwellings. The
workers in the hostels had to put
in their own taps.

Two blocks of showers stand
unused,

“This should not be called
showers. It's worse than toilets,”
says Mr Super Nkathazo, general
secretary of the Western Cape
Men's Hostel Association, He
and his organisation are prepar-
ing themselves to fight to change
all of this.

g for changes

There should be special married
quarters.

“We aim to provide and
encourage adult education, Most
workers have never been to
school. We intend opening up a
night school.

“We also need to focus on
cultural activities. But we have
no halls for meetings. There's
only beer halls around here.

“Something else we need
around here is a post office, The

nearest post office is in
Guguletu,”
Mr Nkatharo feels that

through the hostel association,
he would be able to do some-
thing for his people, something
he could not do while he was
serving on the community
council,

*“] could never get anything
right on the community council,
Instead of helping us, they were
chasing us away, That's why
I left the community council
about three years ago."

Mr Nkathazo also believes
that the hostel association
should not be an organisation on
its own. They should work with
other organisations.

“Most of the people here in
the hostels belong to trade
unions. We have the same aims.
In fact, we are prepared to work
with all organisations with the
same aims. | will encourage
people to join unions because |
feel people should unite.

“We don't call ourselves a
political organisation but we are
fighting for our rights, We are
fighting against the rules made
by this government. When you
talk about the truth, they say it
is politics.

owers have been slanding emply Tor years . . .
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AND SUPERMARKETS -°

ATHLONE: CORNHILL ST. TEL. 638-5113
BONTEHEUWEL: Jakkelsvigi Ave. 637-7750
GRASSY PARK: Blackbird Ave. Parkwood Est.

FOR FRESH FRUIT AND VEG.
HALAAL SELFSERVICE BUTCHERIES

YOUR HOUSEWIFE'S FRIEND
SHOP LOCAL! SHOP AT MODACKS
FOR THE BEST PRICES IN TOWN

HALAAL AND
WHOLESOME

PACKED wi' T HATURAL GOODNESS

{PRONOUNCED VYTA MEAT)

PROCESSORS OF BETTER
QUALITY MEAT PRODUCTS

Blomvlei Road, Lansdowne, Cape
Phone: 637-8144

1L O & & & & ¢

“SHOP 'y SAYE¢-2
_ SUPERMARKE

THE GROCER WHO CARES

Shop 2 Tembe Street, Athlone. Phone 633-1721
Watch for our Pension, Eid and

2nd Anniversary Specials
SALE COMMENCES
18th June to 29th June

WE THE MANAGEMENT & STAFF WISH
ALL OUR CUSTOMERS A HAPPY EID
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Unemployed want to do somethlng

Freedom
Charter:

a living
document

THIRTY-TWO years ago in 1853, a call was
made for a Charter of Freedom. The idea
was simple. Thousands of freedom volun-
teers were to go to the people and ask them:

“H you could make the laws, what would
you do? How would you make South Africa
a happy place for all the people.?

This call gave rise to the big campaign
know as the Congress of the People cam-
paign. For over a year thousands of volun-
teers from the ANC, the South African
indian Congress, the Coloured People's
Congress, the white Congress of Demo-
crals and the South Africa Congress of
Trade Unions went to the people.

They recorded and collected the
demands of farmworkers and factory wor-
kers, students and housewives, professio-
nals and traders.

Thereafier 3 000 delegates, of all colours
and from cities, towns, villages, farms and
kraals, mines, factories and schools came
together. millions of people,
they met on 25 and 26 June 1955 at Klip-
town, near Johannesburg.

mllmhlﬂﬁnguunliuhuph.h
mosi represeniative gathering ever held Iin
South Africa.

It was here in an open plece of ground
that the most democratic document yet
drawn up In the history of our country was
adopted. The document was called THE
FREEDOM CHARTER.

That was 1955. June 26 1985 marks the
30th birthday of the Freedom Charler. But
despite its age the Freedom Charter Is as
relevant and powerful a document as it was
then.

Nothing has changed in the last 30 years.
In fact for blacks things are worse. Apar-
theid Is still with us. And the suffering,
poverty and injustice remains.

The Freedom Charter put forward the
people’s demands for a free and democratic
South Africa In which black and white can
live in happiness and peace.

It puts forward the demand for a govern-
ment based on the will of the people. For the
wealth of the country to be shared amongsi
everyone. For decent education and hou-
ses, security and comforl. The demand for
work and security; peace and friendship.

Thirty years later not a single demand has
been granted. All these demands remain to
be won.

But the power of the Freedom Charter lies
not only In the democratic demands that it
puts forward.

The strength of the Freedom Charler is
also that it is a document around which all
people can unite. It links the demands of
workers and situdents, parents and youth,
professionals and traders, bellevers and
non-bellevers.

In this way It provides a basis for a united
national movement against apartheld
oppression and exploitation.

A final strength of the people’s document
is that in these times of hardship, suffering
and viclence, the Freedom Charter offers
hnp-lndhnpirntlun.

a vislon of the way South
Mﬁi‘.‘-‘lﬂﬂl.ﬂdbl — Indeed must be and will
be one day.

i motivates people to work for the day
when there will be a People's Government
which lisiens to us and serves us.

This issue ol Grassroots has an eight
page supplement on the Freedom Charter.
Please write and tell us what you feel about
the Charter. We hope that in the next few
issuce our letters page will be full of your
views about this document.

“HERE are only empty CAnS.
We have no food left in the
cupboards. 1 don't know
what we will eat tomorrow,
All our money is gone."”

Mrs Samuels has been re-
trenched from her job as a
machinist in a clothing fac-
tory. She joins over three
million other South Africans
who have no work. She has
been to her local Advice
office in Bonteheuwel. She
haz applied for Unemploy-

ment Insurance. But

takes several weeks to come,
And then it only lasts for six
months, Mrs Samuels wanted
to know if there was anything
glse she could do to fight
against unemployment.

In the last few months
gome unemployved people
have been joining together o
organise against unemploy-

ment. They have formed the
UNEMPLOYED WOREKERS
MOVEMENT.

The people from the Un-
employed Workers Movement
believe that looking for work
seldom brings resulis. Many
people are forced to accept
slave-wages to keep their
families from starvation. A
few succeed with U.LLF. bene-
fits. But U.LF. is so little, and
it is only for six months.

They have decided to join
together as unemployed
people to fight for the right
to full employment and a

decent standard of living.
They no longer want to sit
around looking for handouts,
They wand to DO something
for themselves,

If you would like to know
about the Unemployed
Workers Movement, or want
to join them, contact them
by writing to:
UNEMPLOYED WORKERS'
MOVEMENT, P.O. BOX 21,
MANENBERG 7767.

CAHAC
supports

Freedom
Charter

Dear Grassroots

WE in CAHAC believe
that the clause *Houses,
Security and Comfort"
is one of the comer-
stones, if not the corner-
stone on which the
Freedom Charter,
adopted by the Congress
of the People in Klip-
town on 26 June 1955,
is built.

Certainly, ** charity
begins at home"', there-
fore, at the present
momeént South Afriea
can never have peace or
prosperity because the
majority of South Afri-
cans are unhoused or
uncomefortably housed.

Owvercrowding is rife
among the oppressed.
Thousands are squatt-
ing, and thousands of
families are on waiting
lists with no hope of
ever being housed given
the state policy on
housing (They will only
house those earning less
than R150 a month).

For the past four
yvears we in CAHAC
have campaigned with
other organisations for
Houses, Security and
Comfort. But we have
seen that things have
not changed.

In fact, things are
much worse today. This
is evident through the
events in the Vaal Tri-
angle, Eastern Cape,

Crossroads, Hout Bay
and Atlantis. The hous-
ing crisis is a timebomb
that is going to explode,

The peace and free-
dom that the people’s
Charter has promoted
for the past 30 years
may seem like an im-
possible dream.

At CAHAC's last
AGM, the Freedom Ch
Charter was adopted.
Therefore, we in
CAHAC, knowing our
limitatiuns. but with
sincere conviction and
commitment, say to all
thaose who love their
people and their
country to say on the
30th anniversary of the
Freedom Charter:

“We will fight for
the freedoms as stated
in the Freedom Charter,
throughout our lives
until we have won our
liberty.

Wilfred Rhodes
Chairperson CAHAC

LHARE YobR
IDEAY WMTH
ALL  DUs,

READERS |

| Too  Grassroots

P.O. Bax 1181
Cape Town
BOOD

Do you have any
old pamphlets?

Dear Grassroots

We at the Centre
for Adult Education at
UWC are looking for
any old documents,
pamphlets or news-
letters brought out by
community organisat-
jons in the Western
Cape over the last few

We feel it &
important for us to
record our people’s his-
tory. By collecting dif-
ferent documents, we
can at least make a
start. Many of our

people’s campaigns and
meetings could become
forgotien if it i not
properly recorded.

We are appealing to
anyone who can help us

to contact Mizana
Matiwana, Centre for
Adult Education, Uni-
versity of the Western
Cape, Private Bag X17,
7530. Or they can tele-
phone the university.

Thank you

Centre for Adult Edu-
-::llinn

Dear Grassroots

¥
We stand together with
our men in the commaon

struggle for the
demands in the Free-
dom Charter.

Our lives as women
would be much better
if the demands had
been met.

The pass laws, high
prices, unequal wages,
lack of matemnity rights,
shortage of creches —
all of these must go.

But the Charter is
more than just a list of
our demands.

It also speaks to us
about how we will
live together in a new
South Africa. In our
organisations and in the
UDF, we must look at
how we behave and
work together,

How often do we
find that comrades’
wives know nothing of

the struggle and are tied
up with housework,
while he goes out to
organise other women?

How often do we
find that in our organi-
sations women aré not
listened to and are ex-
pected to do all the
boring backroom work,
while the men take the
stage?

The Charter 15 a
document of democracy
and unity and comrade-
ship, It is a guide to us
in our struggle to create
a country with new
values and with new
men and women.

It teaches us to work
together collectively in
all areas of our lives,

It teaches us to care
for people in a new way,
so that people no longer
exploit or oppress each
other and we live to-
gether in peace and
friendship.

These roads must be fixed!

out this issue., The Divisional Council can’t say

Dear Grassroots

they can do nothing. What
and rents,

I think the condition of the roads in Grassy

Park area is appalling.
It is winter again and I feel the Divisional

happens to all our rates

If we are behind, they are quick to jump on us.
But now they are not doing anything.

Council should do something about it.

The ratepayers of the area should come to-

gether and do something about it.

I think we should call a mass meeting and iron

OUR READERS’ POEMS
Uitenhage

Oh Uitenhage Oh Uitenhage
My heart is full of sadness
My heart is full of hatred and resentment.

You made me weep
Y ou made me hate

to a funeral

without weapons

When will it stop?

detention
of innocent people

CHARLES HANS
BELLVILLE

Oh Uitenhage Oh Uitenhage

Oh Uitenhage Oh Uitenhage
Bodies sprawled across the streets
Brutally shot down by the evil forces

Oh Uitenhage Oh Uitenhage
People brutally murdered for marching

Peaceful, defenceless, innocent people

Oh Uitenhage Oh Uitenhage

How long will innocent people die?
When will the disease apartheid be cured?

Oh Uitenhage Oh Uitenhage
Botha’s hands are full of blood
Full of blood because of the deaths in

Full of blood because of the killings

¥ ours
Mr Allie
Lotus River

N/ at

Iz it 5 top 4 in the morning

Listening to the storming wind.
Although my house is zinc and plastic

1 feel safe within it.

Another turn in warm blankets

Will bring comfort to my tired body.
When suddenly the clock sirikes 4, and,
What a noise outside my door.

O no! the people from the board,

and the bull dozers,
We must all flee from our house because
‘bull dozers’ teeth are sharp!

Outside our bodies exposed to the rain and the
cold

I don't mind for my body but,

What about my baby’s?

What about his bad chest?

What about my house?

What about,

When the light breaks through the dark?
What about .. .... 4

What . .7 Winnie

The Riot policeman

The sun has gone homae.

down The hippo crawls
with the last doused n a desultory air of

flame. triumph
Tonight’s last bullet  through, around
has singed the day's fluttering

last victim shirts and shoes full
an hour ago. of death.

It is time to go
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‘LEAVE
ALONE

AT A SMALL house in Nyanga East lives Oscar
Mpetha.

He is 76 years old, a diabetic and has only one leg.
He also has a five year sentence for terrorism hang-
ing over his neck.

Oscar Mpetha, a veteran and respected leader,
recently saw his appeal against this sentence being
rejected by the Appeal Court in Bloemfontein.

He was sentenced in 1983 after a three years in
detention and one of the longest trials in South
African history.

This followed unrest at Crossroads in 1980 where
two motorists were attacked and killed.

Immediataly after his appeal was lost, Oscar Mpe-
tha received strong support here and overseas.

In Britain, major British trade unions, respresent-
ing about 4 million workers protested directly to P
W Botha about the sentence imposed on Mr Mpe-
tha, They demanded his immediate release. This
action has been supported by trade unions and
other organisations internationally.

In Cape Town, the UDF and the Release Mandela
Committee (RMC) bought out thousands of
pamphlets calling on the government to “leave
Oscar Mpeatha alona”,

At Crossroads, about 70 to 80 people marched 1o
Mr Mpethas house in protest at the government
action against him.

The UDF had a special press conference to show
support for Oscar Mpetha.

They presented him with a spacial framed card,
as did the Mitchells Plain region of UDF.

Both cards saluted Oscar Mpetha as a people's
leader and a freedom fighter.

Dr Allan Boesak, president of the World Alliance
of Reformed Churches, told the UDF press confe-
rence that he would do anything in his power to
stop the government from arresting Oscar Mpetha.

I have respect for Oscar Mpetha. He is someone
who, at an age when many people tend to take it
easy, was prepared to stand up and take his rightful
place in the struggle.

"I will take this matter to the international com-
munity and ask them to put pressure on the govern-
ment and expose the South African government,”
he said.

The Rev Chris Nissen said Oscar Mpetha was
highly respected by the people of the Karoo region.

“The people of the Karoo haven't seen a leader
like Oscar for a very long time.

“At the time of the government's elections for
their tricameral parliament last year, Oscar Mpetha
spoke at almost all the towns in the Karoo. He
brought the people hope and he shared in their
victory," Rev Nissen said.
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Oscar Mpetha was in Groote Schuur hospital
undergoing tests for his diabetes. His family said
that the last time he was in prison, he did not get
proper treatment and his condition deteriorated.
This resulted in him having to have his leg
amputated.

Oscar Mpetha was born in Mount Fletcher in
1909.

He joined the Food and Canning Workers Union
in the 1940s while working at a fish factory in
Laaiplek.

He became secretary general and worked with
the union until he was banned in 1959,

He rejoined the union in 1978 and was national
organiger at the time of his detention in 1980

But Oscar was not only in the Food and Canning
Workers Linion. He was also very active in the South
Africa Congress of Trade Union, which had its 30th
anniversary this year,

Oscar Mpetha was also prominent in the African
National Congress. He was the Cape president of
the ANC until he was banned in 1959. He also saton
the national executive committee of the ANC.

Oscar Mpetha was also a founder member and
chairperson of the Nyanga Residents’ Association.

When he came out of prison in 1983 (after receiv-
ing bail of R1) he was unanimously elected presi-
dent of the UDF (Western Cape).

He was later elected as one of three national presi-
dents of the UDF.

Oscar Mpetha is still one of the patrons of the
LIDF.

Observatory’

COMMUNITY leader Johnny lssel is due to appear
in the Cape Town Magistrate’s Court on Wednes-
day June 286.

He is facing several charges of breaking his ban-
ning order. In terms of his banning order he cannot
leave the Wynberg Magisterial District.

This means he cannol go 1o work. He works al the
Churches Urban Planning Commission.

The CUPC Board have asked that the govemn-
ment allow Johnny to work in Observatory.

Johnny has been arrested several times for being
outside his prescribed magisterial district.

Oscar Mpetha al Groote Schuur Hospital . . .

UDF publicity secretary Zo Kota with a framed card they sent 10 Oscar

awaiting his fate.
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38 on Treason Trial

AT LEAST 38 people
are presently facing
charges of high
treason In South
Alfrica.

Sixteen leaders of
the UDF and other
organisations who
appeared In Maritz-
burg Supreme Court,
are out on thousands
of rands bail.

And on June 11,
another 22 people
appeared on treason
charges in the Preto-
ria Supreme Court.

They include Pat-
rick “Terror" Lekota,
national publicity
secretary of the UDF,
Popo Molefe, natio-
nal general secretary
ol the UDF, and
several residents of
the Vaal Triangle.

According to the

charge sheets, the 22

are accused of high
treason and of
“orchestrating a
bloody revolution.”
They face the main
charge of treason,
three alternative
charges of lerrorism,
two of subversion
and five of murder.
They were all held

in custody and will
only be allowed to

apply for bail on June
25,

Many of the ac-
cused have been In
detention since the
end of last year.

About 400 people
came to the court to
give them support

during the trial.

Only as few people,
mainly family and
close friends were

allowed Into the
court.
A row of policemen

separated the ac-
cusedfrom their fri-
ends and family.
Some of the accused

leaders leaned across
the police to shake
hands with their fam-
ily members.

Before the magis-
trate arrived, the Rev
Geofirey Moselane,
one of the accused.
said a short prayer for
strength during the
trial.

Mitchells Plain residents
in court after rents protest

SEVEN Mitchells Plain residents who protestad
against rent increases last year, were fined in the
Cape Town regional Court for breaking the Internal
Security Act.

“There are no existing structures for residents to
air their grievances and the only effective way we
could make our voices heard was by staging a pro-
test.” they told the court.

The seven are Peter Mentoor, 26, Shahieda Issel,
28; Theresa Solomon, 38; Lucille Meyer, 23 Logan
Wort, 21; Faiek Rhoda, 21, and Sharon Davids, 20.

They had all pleaded not guilty.

Issel was fined R300 (or 150 days) with R200 (or
100 days) suspended for four years. Mentoor was
given a R200 (or 100 days) suspended sentence.

The others were each fined R250 (or 125 days)
with R200 (or 100 days) suspended for four years.

The magistrate was Mr A L Laubscher, the pro-
secutor Mr A H de Beer, and the defending lawyer
Mr R Vassen.

Several of the Mitchells Plain UDF activists face
charges of attending illegal gatherings and for pub-
lic violence.
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TFeeling like the blind

IN THIS issue of Grass-
roots, we are writing
about a game to feel
what it is like to be
blind or  partially
gighted.

Not all blind people
are totally blind. Some
people can tell the
difference between
light and dark, Some
people can see a little
with the help of glasses.
A few, people are helped
to find their way around
with guide dogs.

Many people can be
helped with a long
cane, There are organi-
gations who give people
lessons in  “"Mobility
Training"” — this means
learmning to get around
with a long white stick.

“People need mnot
shout at me because
I'm blind, says Alice.
“lI can hear perfectly
well. If people want to
help me find my way,
they must let me hold
their arm or shoulder. I
don’t like to be dragged
around by my wrist
like & prisoner.

[ —
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ore advice on p

you good support with-

“I Jeel sick in the mom-
ing"'

There is no cure for
most women this starts
in the sixth week of
pregnancy and lasts
until about the ninth
week.

You may feel better
if you eat or drink
something before you
get up. You can leave
something to eat or
drink next to vour bed
when you go to sleep,
Don't take any pills to
stop morning sickness.
It may harm your body.

*T'm so constipated™
Try to eat rough

foods such as whole-

wheat bread and un-

The game called *‘Trust

Walk"™

You need an adult,
same children of any
age, blindfolds (which
can be pieces of dark
material or scarves),
glasses or cups, jugs,
cooldrinks, little cakes
or biscuits, some cui-
lery, and paper ser-
viettes.

Divide the group of
children into pairs. One
child with the blindfold
on is “blind”. The other
child is the “sighted”
guide.

The blind child takes
the elbow of the sighted
child so that the guide
is always walking a
little way ahead.

The sighted child
must always stay with
the blind child and
always explain every-
thing that they come to
or touch. She puts the
blind person’s hand on
a chair so that the blind
person can sit down
and shows her the cup
and cutlery etc.

The sighted child

refined mealiemeal. Eat
fruit with peels and
drink lots of water,
Laxatives and enemas
may harm your baby!

“The veins in my leg
are swollen*

Many women have
swollen veins, called
::rimu veins, when

are pregnant, but
thg go away after the
baby is born.

Try to rest at least
one hour a day with
vour feet higher than
your head.

Varicose wveins will
get worse if you stand
or sit too much, It is
better to walk for

You can make the

KLIPFONTEIN ROAD, ATHLONE 7764
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should help with words
and not do everything
for the blind child.

Each sighted child

gets cards with the
following instructions:
l. Go to the toilet
2. Wash hands
3. Come back
room
Sit at the table
Eat a cake or biscuit
Pour a cooldrink
Throw away rubbish
such as cooldrink
tins, paper serviettes,
ete.
Half the group of
pairs can begin at card
1 and the other half at
card 4 so that not
everyone is doing the
same thinmg at the same
time.

As pairs of children
finish the game, let
them swop over ie. the
gighted child becomes t
the blind child by putt-

to the

PN Thin

ing on the blindfold,
and the blind child
becomes the sighted

child by taking off the
blindfold.
When everyone has

bottom of the bed
higher than the top by
putting bricks under it.
Also pantihose stock-
ings that support your
legs.

“I have a discharge with
staing in my panties”

Discharge becomes
heavier during pregnan-
cy. If the discharge is
clear, there is nothing
to worry about,

But if it is itchy,
looks green and smells
bad, it may be that
there is an infection.
Go to the clinic for
medicines.

“My breasts are very

big"
Wear a bra that gives

PHONE: 837-4116

BUNNEY STREET, KENSINGTON 7405

PHONE: 553-1750

HALT ROAD, ELSIES RIVER 7480

Mens Navada-Slacks
LDS Check Pleated Skirts

was 49 99
was 18,99

was 28,99

PHONE: 592-3600
now 37,99

now 12,99

now 24,99
rise persize

JOIN OUR SAVINGS CLUB
10c FREE IN EVERY R2 YOU SAVE

had a turn, the children
can then sit around the
table and talk about
such things as:

2,
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. what was it like to

. what did vou notice }

. how did you know

, what was it like to

. how did you feel to

be the blind child?

did you want your{
partner to do every-
thing for you? b

it

while you were blind-
folded?

how did it feel when
you took the blind-
fold off?

what
doing?

you  were

be a helper?

be a helper?

., what was hard about

being a helper?

.

out being too tight.
You can prepare
your nipples when you
are seven months preg-
nant. Rub in a little
lanolin cream to keep
the nipple area supple.

EVERY human life
starts with a single cell,
which then divides until
billions of cells make
up the various paris of
the body. This orderly
process is the essence of
life, If thess normal
cells suddenly become
abnormal and start
growing in an uncheck-
ed manner they threaten
healthy cells and can
endanger the whole
body.

Cancer is5 the un-
controlled growth of
living cells. These can-
cerous cells first form a
fumour or a lump and
then cam spread to
other parts of the body.,

What are the Causes of

Cancer?

In many cases of
cancer the cause of this
disease s not known.
We do, however, know
that cigarette smoking
can cause cancer, that

regnancy

Remember, breast mull
is the birthright of

every baby!

“Can I have sex when

I'm pregnant?"'
You can have sex

during pregnancy as

sunlight can stimulate
cancerous growth in the
skin cells and that cer-
tain eating habits may a
dlso encourage cancer.
The more that research-
ers are able to find out
the causes of cancer the
more it will become
preventable,

Research has shown
that people who nor-
mally eat a lot of fibre
containing foods such
as whole grains and raw
vegetables, develop
fewer stomach diseases
than those who cat
mainly refined and pro-
cessed foods (such aé
white bread and tinned

foods).
Sexual habits can
play a role in the

causation of cancer of
the womb, eg if the
rules of hygiene are dis-
regarded. A late first
pregnancy of women
may slgithly increase
the risk of developing

long as it is comforable.

But if you have had
a miscarriage before,
your partner should use
a condom and you
should be careful in the
first three and last three
months.

FIGHT GANCER
DON'T FEAR IT

breast cancer.

Who gets Cancer?
Anyone can get

cancer, even children.
Men seem to pet cer-

tain types of cancer
more often and at
younger ages than
women, for example;
cancer of the mouth,
throat, rectum and
lungs. Women again

have a higher risk for
aother types of cancer
for example; cancer of
the breast and the
sexual organs.

Most cancers can be
cured. But fear and
ipnorance of this dis-
gase i our greatest
enemy. As the public
become better educated
about cancer and its
warning signals, fear of
the disease will be overs
come and still better
results will be achieved

in the " fight against
cancer
Where to  find our

aboll caneer

You may want to
know more about
cancer. You may be too
scared to talk to vour
doctor or your family,
You can phone this
number and vou don't
have to give your name:

(Dial-A-Doc (Cancer
Information Service)
65-5505 weekdays
12.30 — 1,30,

Have you

unfairly sacked?

MR PETERSEN works for a large engineering
firm in Cape Town. One day in August last year
he and four fellow-workers were told they were
being put off work. The boss said there was no
more work and they had to finish the next day.
This was a shock to the workers. They had not
expected to be put off work.

But Mr Petersen is a2 member of a trade
union. The shop-steward of the union went to
the boss and asked why he had not told the
union that Mr Petersen was going to be put off
work, The union reminded the boss that he
could not just put people off from work.

Because Mr Petersen is a union member he
had to consult the union first, The union also
pointed out that other workers with shorter
service than Mr Petersen were not being put off
work first. They said this was unfair to Mr
Petersen who had worked for the firm for six
years,

The union shop-stewards had several meet-
ings with the bosses but they refused to take
Mr Petersen back to work. So the union helped
Mr Petersen to bring a court case against the
boss to get his job back. To do this they used a
new law which says that the boss cannot just
put a worker off work, There must be a reason
for the worker being put off. And the worker
must be given fair warning and get a chance
to say why he or she should not be put off
work.

If the firm does not do these things, it is
committing what is called * an unfair labour
practice *".

But to use the law to pet Mr Petersen’s job
back, the union had to move quickly. The
law only allows the worker 30 days from the
day he is put off to tell the court he is bringing
this type of case to court. So they went to a
lawyer for help,

There is a special court that has this type of
case. It is called the “Industrial Court™, The
lawyer helped the union to apply to the Indus-
trial Court for an order that Mr Petersen get his
job back because his dismissal was unfair.

Mr Petersen had to wait four months before
the Industrial Court had time to hear his case.
When the case was heard, the court zaid there
are six things a boss must do before a worker
can be put off because there is no work,

These are:
® The boss must try to avoid putting workers
off by, for example, working short-time or
stopping overtime;
® The boss must consult with any trade union
representing the workers who are to be put off,
before giving the workers' notice:; '
®* To choose which workers to put off, the
boss must take into account: attendance
records, the workers skill and experience and
length of service;
® The workers who are going to be put off and
their union must be given a reasonable warning
of what is to happen;
® The choice of workers to be put off must be
done fairly; :
® Each worker affected must be consulted and
given a chance to say if there are any special
reasons why he or she should not be put off.

The court found that Mr Petersen's bosses
had done some of the things required of them

.. but not all,

They did not give Mr Petersen fair warning
that he was being put off work.

The union was given no notice at all but was
only told afterwards.

Other workers with less experience thatn Mr
Petersen and doing the same work were not put
off and the bosses could give no clear ex-
planation for this.

For all these reasons, the court decided that
the bosses acted unfairly when they put Mr
Petersen off work.

If you have a similar problem to Mr Petersen,
you can go to your trade union for help, if you
belong to one. Or else you can go to any of the
Advice Offices listed in earlier issues of Grass-
roots, Remember, you only have 30 days from
the day you are put off work in which to apply
for this type of court order.
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WORKER,
WOMAN,
MOTHER

Mavis the factory direc-

tor's wile

Mavis is the factory director's wife.
Mavis is expecting a baby. Although
everyone in the factory director’s
house is a little bit anxious. They are
happy and there is a festive atmos-
phere. This is not surprising, for
Mavis is going to present her hus-
band with an heir, There will be
someone to whom he can leave all
his wealth — the wealth created by
the hands of working men and
women.

The doctor has ordered them to
look after Mavis very carefully. Don't
ket her get tired, don't let her lift
anything heavy. Let her eat just what
she fancies. Fruit? Give her some
fruit. Caviare? Give her caviare,

Mavis should not feel worried or
distressed in any way. Then the baby
will be bom strong and healthy; the
birth will be easy and Mavis will keep
her bloom. That is how they talk in
the factory director's family. That is
the accepted way of handling an
expectant mother, in families where
the purses are stuffed with gold and
credit notes. They take good care of
Mavis the lady.

Do not tire yourself, Mavis. Do
not try and move the armchair, That
it what they say 1o Mavis the lady.

Th hypocrites of factory owners
maintain that the expectant mother
is sacred to them. But is that really
in fact the case?

avis the domesiic
worker
n the same house as the lactory

director’s wife, but in the back part
in & corner behind a printed calico
curtain, huddles another Mavis, She
does the laundry and the housework.

Mavizs iz eight months pregnant,
But she would open her eyes wide in
surprise if they said to her, “Mavis,
you must not carry heavy things, you
must look after yourself, for your
own sake, for the child’s sake and for
the sake of humanity. You are ex-
pecting a baby and that means your
conditon is, in the eyves of society
*sacred”.”

Mavis would take this either as
uncalled-for interference or as a cruel
joke. Where have you seen a woman
of the working class given special
treatment because she is pregnant?

Mavis and the hundreds of thou-
sands of other women who are forced
to sell their working hands know that
the owners have no mercy when they
see women in need: and they have no
other alternative, however exhausted
they may be, but to go out to work.

“An expectant mother must have,
above all, undisturbed sleep, good
food, fresh air and not too much
physical strain.” That is what the
docior says.

Mavis the domestic worker and
the hundreds and thousands of
women workers, would laugh in his

face. A minimum of physical strain?
Fresh air? Wholesome food and
enough of 1?7 Undisturbed sleep?
What working woman knows these
blessings? They are only for Mavis
the lady, and for the wives of factory

OWNETS.
Early in the morning before the

darknes has given way to dawn and
while Mavis the lady is still having
sweet dreams, Mavis the domestic
worker gets up from her narmow bed
and goes into the damp, dark laundry.

She is greeted by the smell of
dirty linen; she slips around on the
wet floor: yvesterday's puddles still
have not dried.

It 15 not of her own free will that
Mavis slaves away In the laundry , she
s driven by that tireless overseer -
need.

Mavis" husband is 3 worker, and
his pay packet is so small two people
could not possibly keep alive on it

And so in silence, gritting her
teeth, she stands over the tub until
the very last possible day, right up
until the birth.

Do not be mistaken into thinking
that Mavis the domestic worker has
firon health’.

Mavis® legs are heavy with swollen
veins, through standing at the tub for
such long periods. She can walk only
slowly and with difficulty. There are
bags under her eyes, heér arms are
puffed up and she has had no proper
sleep for 4 long time,

The baskets of wet linen are often
so heavy that Mavis has to lean against
the wall to prevent hersslf from
falling. Her head swims and every-
thing becomes dark in front of her
=

It often feels as if there is & huge
rotten tooth lodged at the back of
her spine, and that her legs are made
of lead. IT only she could lie down
for an hour . . . have some rest . . .
but working women are not allowed
to do such things,

Such pamperings are not for them.
For, after all, they are not ladies.
Mavis puts up with her hard lot in
silence. The only *sacred™ women
are those expectant mothers who are
not driven by that relentless task-
master, need.

Lr t!-E Eﬂu.ﬂ:Enld of Mavis the lady

the birth is a big event. It is almost a
holiday. The house is a flurry of
doctors, midwives and nurses. The
mother lies in a clean, soft bed. There
are flowers on the tables. Her hus-
band is by her side: letters and tele-
grams are delivered. A priest gives
thanksgiving prayers.

The baby i bom healthy and
strong. That is not surprising, They
have taken such care and made such a
fuss of Mavis.

Mavis the domestic worker iz also in
labour, Behind the calico curtadn, in

Benefits elsewhere
COUNTRY  JOB SECURITY NURSING CHILDBIRTH LEAVE
BREAKS BEFORE AFTER
iGarman protection 6 whs 20 wks
Democratic  against
Republic dismissal
Federal prnlcc:fi;n 1/2 hr twice 6 wks B wks
Republic against a day to compulsory compul-
Germany dismissal breast sory
for 2 mnths feed
after leave
Il_unprr protection - _nhi min 16 wks
against Max
dismissal
Ireland protection 4 wks min 4 wiks
againsi min
dismissal

the comer of 3 room full of other
people. Mavis is in pain. She tries to
stifle her moaning, burying her head
in the pillow,

The neighbours are all warking
people and it would not do to
deprive them of their sleep,

Towards the morning the midwife
prrives. She washes and tucks up the
baby and then hurries off to another
birth.

Mavis iz now alone in the room.
She looks at the baby, What a thin
little mite. Skinny and wiinkled. Its
eyes seem (o reproach the mother for
having given birth at all.

Mavis looks at him and cries
silently so as not to diswurb the
others.

There is no one to look after the
working mother. No one to lift the
hesvy burdens from the shoulders
of these tired women. Motherhood,
they say, is sacred. But that s only
true in the case of Mavis the lady.

The cross of motherhood

For Mavis the lady, motherhood is a
joyful occasion. In a bright, tidy
nursery the factory owner’s heir
grows up under the eve of varlous
nannigs and the supervizion of a
doctor.

If Mawis the lady has too little
milk of her own or does not want to
spoil her figure, a wel-nurse can be
found. Mavis the lady amuses herself
with the baby and then goes oui
visiting, goes shopping, or to the
theatre, or to a ball.

There is someans at hand to look
after the baby. Motherhood is amus-
ing, it is entertainment for Mavis the
lady.

For the other Mavises, the work-
ing women - the dyers, weavers,
laundresses and the other hundreds
and thousands of working-class
women - motherhood is a cross.

The factory siren calls the woman
to work but her child is fretting and
crying How can she leave j17 Who will
look after it?

She pours the milk into a bottle
and gives the child to the old woman
next door or leaves her young
daughter in charge. She goes off to
work, but she never stops worrying
about the child.

The little gid, well-intentioned
but gnorant, might try feeding her
brother porridge or bits of bread.

Mavis the lady's baby looks better
every day. Like white sugar or a firm
rosy apple: so strong and healthy.

The children of the [factory
worker, the laundress and the crafi-
worker grow thinner with every day.

Al nights the baby curls up small
and cries. The doctor comes and
scolds the mother for not breast-feed-
ing the child or for not feeding it
properly.

“And you call ¥ oursell a mother.
Mow you have only yourself to blame
if the baby dies.” The hundreds and
thousands of working mothers do not
try to explain themselves,

They stand with bent heads, fur-
tively wiping away the tears. Could
they tell the doctor of the difficulties

they face? Would he believe them?
Would he understand.

Many working women are be-
ginning to think twice about having
children, They hawve not got the
strength to bear the cross, s there a
solution 1o the problem?

|!Ee first thing Ell can be done and

the first thing that working rhen and
women are doing in every country is
to see that the law defends the work-
ing mother.

Since poverty and insecurity are
forcing women to take up work, and
since  the number of women out
working is increasing every year, the
very least that can be done 8 1o make
sure that hired labour does not be-
come the ““grave of matemity™.

The law must help women to
combing work and matemity.

Men and women workers every-
where are demanding a complete ban
on night work for women and ¥ oung
people, an eight-hour day for all
workers, and a ban on the employ-
ment of children under sixteen vears
of age.

They are demanding that young
girls and boys over sixteen years of
age be allowed 1o work only half the
day.

The law should state categorically
that working conditions and the
whole work situation must ol
threaten a woman's health; harmful
methods of production should be re-
placed by safe methods or com-
pletely done away with; heavy work
with  weights or foot-propelled
machines etc. should be mechanised,
workrooms should be kept clean and
there should be no extremes of
temperature; toidets, washrooms and
dining rooms should be provided,

eic,
All adjustments and improve-

ments are expensive, and human life
so che

‘Imagime a society, a people, a com-
munity, where there are no longer
Mavis ladies and Mavis domestic
workers, Where there are no parasites

and no hired workers. Where all peo-

ple do the same amount of waork and
society in return looks after them
and helps them in life.

When Mavis who is now nelther a
lady nor a servant but simply a
citizen, becomes pregnant, she does
not hove to worry about what will
happen to her or her child. Society,
that big happy family, will look after
every thing.,

What must every working

woman do?

ow are all these demands to be
won? What action must be taken?
Every working-class woman, every
woman who reads this must throw
off her indifference and begin to
support the democratic movement,
which s fighting for these demands
and is shaping the old word into a
better Muture where mothers will no
longer weep bitter tears and where
the cross of maternity will become a
Ereat joy and a great pride.
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What a
woman
can do

WE SPOKE 1o Liz Abrshams, who
has organised in the Food and Canning
Workers' Unfon since the 1950s. We
ssked her what a union can do for
working mothers:

*Confinement allowances are not
part of our agreements. In the Fac-
tory Act, there are laws for women
workers who are pregnant. In the
Food and Canning Workers Union,
the seasomal workers have 1o work
for 130 days to qualify and perman-
ent workers have to work for 210
days to gualify. The workers do not
have towork that in one period, they
can work it in bits and pieces because
its a seasonal industry.

“50 a worker goes and gets the
papers to apply, then she can go off
one month before and return 2
months after the birth, Many do
return if there is work, but in the off
season in the industry then there is
no work for them to return to.
Lately, we have had some problems.
One of our workers had a baby two
months ago and she could not get
her job back, But she came to the
wnion and we took i up. Now she
has her job back. June and July are
the slack periods in the industry and
then the workers do not get their
jobs back, but then the union de-
mands that as soon as the season
starts again, these women muost get
their jobs back.

“If a worker qualifies to claim
benefits, then she should get paid
money both before the birth and
then after. But now lately, there have
been problems. Some workers are not
geiting paid money before, but only
after. We had to fight the Manpower
because they are slow in paying ol
their benefits, Workers are off work
at that time in their last month, and
they need the benefit money to buy
clothes and things for the baby, 5o
we have struggled with Manpower.

“This confinement benefit is
separate from the UIF. Workers must
contribute to the UIF and seasonal
workers do mot qualify. So for food
and canning workers, the UIF and
the matemnity money that other
workers can get through UIF are no
use because most of our workers are
seasonal workers.

“So we use the confinement
allowance. A worker goes to the first
aid at the factory to get the oppli-
cation form Tor the conflnement
allowance. Then you get paid. When
the baby is born, you take a hospital
or doctors’ certificate that the baby
has been bom, and then send in your
yvellow form. Then you get the
second payment.

“The Union sent a deputation to
the Manpower about seasonal work-
218,

“In the fish industry, a worker
must work for 13 weeks to qualify
for UIF, but the fish season is very
short and most of the workers do not
gualify. Im the Fruit section, a
worker must work for 8 months.
How many of the seasonal workers
work for B months? UIF is not for
the seasonal workers,

“Workers can get time off if they
have to take their children to the
hospital. They have to bring a cer-
tificate that they took their children
there, .

“In the early days, at Langeberg,
we had a shed so mothers could bring
their babies and an older child to
look after it, then they could breast
feed the baby. But this is not happen-
ing now. There are no creches, the
babies are at home with an older
child, they are fed by bottle,

“Workers said it was better in
earlier days because if something
happened the mother was there and
the first aids were there. The creches
at the factores were only for child-
ren that were being breastfed, not for
toddlers.

“The one at Langeberg was not
really a proper creche, it was a shed
with boxes for the beds for babies,
but it meant that women could feed
their babies every lour hours.

“But it was difficull for the
women then. They worked piece
work then. If vou made twelve boxes,
then you would get your pay, but if
you made less, then they would pay
you nothing, and all that work had
gone to the bosses for free.
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Something

for everyone

THE ECC peace festival,
to be held in Johannes-
burg on Friday,K 28
June - Sunday 30
June, offers a number
of activities,

The programme in-
cludes public meetings,
panel discussions, a
concert, a church ser-
vice, films, displays,
music etc. These will
cover topics such as the
need for peace, the
international peace
movement, civil war in
South  Africa, the
SADF in Namibia, and
many others.

Some of the speakers
are: Cardinal Amns
{Archbishop of Sao
Paula, Brazil) Carol
Tongue (Campaign for
Nuclear Disarmament,
England) Dr Beyers
Naudé, Anmion Lu-
bowski (Namibian Law-
yer) Bishop Tutu, Na-
dime Gordimer will be
reading poetry.

People interested in
attending the festival
should phone Illana

AS SOUTH Africa
moves steadily towards
a state of civil war,
people from all over the
country are coming to-
gether for a massive
peace festival in June,

The festival is being
held by the End Con-
scription Committee —
& national structure
uniting over 40 church,
tudent, women and
political organisations.

The ECC was formed
in 1983. Many people
were concerned at the
role of the SADF. They
believed that the SADF
was used to defend
apartheid, and to con-
trol neighbouring coun-
tries such as Namibia.
For this reason, they
felt that no-one should
be forced to serve in
the SADF,

Since then, the gov-

EGC PEA

f

CE

FESTIVAL

a5 a weapon of control.
Since October last yvear
SADF troops have gone
into Soweto, Sebokeng,
Fingo Village, Langa,
Cradock, and many
other areas. They have
raided homes, shot and
assaulted people, and
set up bases in several
townships.

Dutside South
Africa, the SADF has
been accused of attack-
ing oil wells in Northemn

The outrage at these
actions is growing - im-
gside and outside South
Africa. And the support
for ECC has grown
enormously in the last
two years.

In a statement, the
ECC zaid: “Our involve-
ment in ECC iz moti-
vated by our anger and
grief at the suffering of

people in Botswana
including a 13 year old

the South Africam and
Namibian people under
apartheid and at the
hands of the SADF.

We are committed to
working for peace also
because we know that
it is possible for all our
people to enjoy full
lives, as equals and at
peace with one another
in & democratic society.

This festival is a
statement of our deter-
mination and a cele-

André Brink:
“l won’t serve

in the SADF”

PROFESSOR Andre P Brink, a well- known
Afrikaans author, has said that he will not serve
in the SADF,

In an article in “Die Suid Afrikan” Professor
Brink said that the government’s decision to call
up white men between the ages of 18 and 55,
would force a moral choice on older men.

Professor Brink asked what the SADF is fight-
ing for. He said that the war on the Namibian
border and inside the country could not be seen as
a fight against a foreign enemy, but rather as a
civil war against a people denied a share in human
rights in the country of their birth.

He noted that the South African government
had responded with violence to the peaceful pro-
tests of trade unionists and other leaders. “Is it
any wonder that more and more black people
believe that the government itself has forced them
to use the language of violence, because no other
language is heard?"”

Professor Brink said that the actions of the
police in the Eastern Cape and other townships
were particularly disturbing and had been assisted
by the SADF.

“This whole unacceptable situation puts the
call up of the old guard in the Eastern Cape and
other areas in a totally new light. Especially
because the bloodiest suppression of protest so far
has been in the Eastern Cape. It forces a direct and
immediate moral choice on every man called up
for military service.

Angola, and has launch-

ernment has used the
ed a raid killing 13

“I shall refuse to say yes to that call: because
SADF more and more

bration of "our hope."
this s not the South Africa for which [ shall live or

CC-S&
ACANCY: TOWNSHIP ORGANISER/S

A vacancy/vacancies exist on Grassrools if) Distribution of Grassroots and collection
Community newspaper for a organiser/ of sales money;

organisers to work in the African Townships lii) Assisting in Media training workshops.
fLanga, Guguletu, Nyanga, Crossroads, New rhe person/s must be inferested in media

Crossroads, Khayamandi, Mbkweni, Zwele- and be keen o develop media skills. Training
temba). will be provided.
The person/s will be responsible for: Appiications should be sent to: The Secretary,

I} Collection of news and translation of news Grassroots Publications, P.Q. Box 1161, Cape

Korber at 479272/ Yoy

47-1477.
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scrapped.

'M DESIGNING
A POSTER FOR
THE GRASS ROOTS
YOUTH EXPRESS!

HIY WHAT
ARE YOU
DOING 7

WWANTS

sPEA K OUT
FEELINGS

(1T A COMPETITION FOR
INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF
THE YOUTH. GRASSROOTS
ALL THE YOUTH
IN SOUTH AFRICK To
THE IR
ABQUT

@l ThEiR LIVES AND
il PROBLEMS 1N
LOUTH AFRIWCH!

MY POSTER
THAT 13
THE OTHER THEMES

s oN EDUCATION.
ONE OF THE THEMES.
ARE:-

UNEMPLOY MENT, PEACE AND THE
SADF; THE FUTURE, YOoU CAN Do
ANYTHING, AS LONG AS IT GENERALLY

RELATES TO A THEME.

YOU CAN WRITE

AND YOUR ENTRIES

CAN BE 1y
ENGLSH,

XHOSA OR
AFRIKAANS!

STORMNES,
OR ESSAYS, OR MAKE
POSTERS, TAKE ProTOo's,

MAKE KEYAINGS OR OTHER
THINGS, DESIGN T-5HIRTS,

PRINT BANNERS, DO PLAYS.
ANYONE CAN ENTER -

o
s o
o

& &

The homelands should be given
back to their South African citizen-
ship and brought back into the
South African fold.

All political prisoners should be
freed. All political groups should be
unbannad. Those in exile should
be free to come home so that all
race groups can take part in peace
talks to brind an end to the violence
in our country. ;

By doing all these things we will

Crigiind  FLEYE, iNIBTVEWE,  oF
T T

® The iength of the wriling muit
- -

Wingder 13 yri — 100 150 worch
1w 15y — 150 - 380 words
WG 18y — 350 - 1000 wordh
Crwar 18 yra—— 500 - 3000 wordh

PFOETHY

W @
s mey b ancurraer| PHOTOGRAPHY

Page 11

Some of the many entries for Grassroots Youth Express

THE FUTURE

| would like tha future South Africa
fo be a place where all paopla are
recognized as equal citizens, where
everyone of age can have the vote.
There should be one parliament

representing all race groups. All
laws that discriminate should be

then have a better future for all
South Africans, where averyone
will live in peace and harmony.

SHAMIEL JABAAR (13)
MITCHELL'S PLAIN

LOWER CLASS

BELIEVERS

| hate the arrogant wildness of this
land it makes us, the lower class,
always to bend

Unrightouess they are, unfair

but that's it, we must only bear
“Just keap shut, they're the judges”
but, just believe, all believers
He's our master,

He's not a nut!

BRONZINA MATHERBE (15)
ELSIES RIVER

T

1zaba Y ou OnNgress

PHOTODGRAPHY
= The photographs can be paor
traittfstudios of youth, or can
depici problemi ampevisnced by
v ourth
- They can ba black snd white or
colaur

Pranii showld pralerably be ot
et 13 n 17 5 em

Tha poadnd May B8 ey lorm, and - A prOwpN
any langth. The Leme sgr Categorie Winclar 14 years
will saply bo 1he posms 8 th the 14 fo 18 yeas
weriisng Oewar 18 yaars
POSTER DESIGH

THWWIHM:WI

- They may inthals leilerng,

collage. phologrephs snd graghacs

They may ba sy member of

Col oy

They miy be produced wilh
hoki pend, pancil Criyond, paitels,

povier paift, od vwiled Sohburi.

- The sge grougs bor the posier :"“’I"'-"ﬂ'“lﬂ dluirateng  ohe - They must b non more ihan 20
deugn ars i Frienaties bong
Under 14 years = Age Cavegod s Theey ay scluds mune, Mims
;tn- I'B yrars é:;':".‘:: ey vistaad efincts end asds #ic

wr 18 yaars ¥

CRAFTS

~ Thest My Be any hand made
obpct (og. handbags, embrokiery
MR e, Woodwork ; potiery
irabther work, tepesicy )

= The objeots mun  fesure &

FLAYY
= The plavs
maamibaEr o DarTaC PNy

may nclude  ainy

A HUGE dragon greeted
about 3000 children
when they arrived at
the Hanover Park Civic
and Community centres
on June 1.

That was the start of
the International Child-
ren's Day telebrations
organised by Molo Son-
golole and Upbeat
children's magazines,

Children from all
over Cape Town and in
many buses came to the
Festival.

For a whole day the
children were enter-
tained with music,
puppets, dancing, sing-
ing and many other

r-l-l-'

ENTRY FORM

3(m at childrens Dav st

A Pr7zes MTITmAm
WRITING AND POETRY
8% Over 18 18t Prize: R120  2nd Prize: RS0
‘( 16 - 18 R100 RS0
FABRIC/T SHIRT DESIGN BANNE RS 13-15 RBO R40
= Thes musi be » dessgn of 1 10 4 - Bannari may be any torm of Under 13 R8O R30
eolouis 1or & t-ahirt or cloih ﬁﬂ#' T
- The design may advertme an = " POSTER & PHOTOGRAPHY
I , i &m?
et et o e YOUR | 1 s may wciuce tncining Over 18 18t Prize: R120  2nd Prize: R8O
- A CHMGOT and graphic denigns 14 - 18 R100 RS0
q - T Bl O 1
LR ears tne v o i fsiderioa Sl Under 14 RT0 R35
ThemEE are ehiecied
They may be any rumber of CRAFTS & T-SHIRTS
ClouEs
m ':- They may be painied wbh Py d Over 18 1st Prize: “1H !M FI'II: R8O
or endmel pasnty Under 18 RB0 R40
11852405 PLAYS & BANNERS
[ 1st Prize only: R180

* Consolation prizes of book lokens

* Winners will be offered free ant-
/drama/photography lessons al the
Community Arts Centre, Cape Town.

e Entries may be in Xhosa, English or Afrikaant.

1“E“E wITLL
| piso me A

activities.

During the talent
section of the pro-
gramme, different

schools put up plays,
singing and breakdanc-

Many children took
home T-shirts with
“Molo Songololo Up-
beat International
Children’s Day " written
on them.-

There were also but-
tons and posters with a

declaration of the rights
of children.

The theme of the
festival ““Children have
a voice" reminded child-
ren and adults that
children must be treated
in a special way.

Teo many children
in South Africa and all
over the world are
treated in a bad way.

# Children are made to
work in factories, in
mines and on farms;

I .....lg-l:....l-rmﬁ,uﬁ? FEST-
i VAL ON A UG
'Mdl‘l!!' R lon with
- . I ........ R ok F FF R FF R ESE A RS MUEIE’ PLH?s'
[ ] E-H:k fh:::jtrlenl;i;:em; I ----------------- T T A R E R R EE R ] ':,-HME%} Fmﬂ
Ccause ir
: P
I = EOMB . ws s naann Phone....... ceaes | B PRIZE G&INING
cifie; l
Cat . Poet S
® Children go hungry . = ategory(eg ry)
¢ Children go 1o pri- Title/d inti f Ery: )
o Tor sieklng food: j Title/description of entry:.............
® Parents are some- I ........... R e S s e
times forced to sell
their children; BSend to :YOUTH EXPRESS, Grassroots Publ

® Children are beaten
to death;

® Children are mis-

treated.

i P.0. Box 1161 Cape Town B000
0 (Closing date: 20 July 1985)
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TOP FORM

THE Crawford-based
City and Suburban
Rughy Union, who
have been going through
a lean period in the SA
Rugby Union SA Cup
competition in the last
few seasons have started
the 1985 season in the
A Section with a bang
and are unbeaten after

two games.

In their opening
game at the Strand,
City and Suburban

scored a narrow 13=11
victory over Somerset
before their home
crowd. This was the
first time that Cities
have beaten Somerset
at home,
Cities have
some good

played
attacking

- B "
A U

rughy this season and
will be going all out {o
reach the SA Cup final.
In their second game
Cities scored an casy
336 victory over the
Western Province Coun-
try side.

The Cities wingers
Mark Scott (2), Vernon
Pelston (2) and Faiek
Davids were the main
try scorers for Cities,
Davids also scored a
penalty and three com-
VErsions.

Tveerberg are the
other unbeaten szide in
the A section after their
victories over Western
Province Board and
Somerset.

Tyeerberg beat WP
Board 21-—15 in their

s G R A

opening game at Gugu-
letu with winger Cliffie
Booysen, Cyril Booysen
and Frankie Moolman
scoring the tries and
Spooky September con-
verting three penalties.

In their second game
Tygerberg scored a
narrow 15=12 victory
over Somerset at Florida
Park with September
again kicking three pen-
alties and a conversion,
and Clifford Booysen
scoring the lone try for
his side,

Western Province
Union are also unbeaten
after two games in the
A section this season,

They have beaten
WP Couniry by 24=11
in their opening game

5 A CUP

B SECTION

Clthes

Tygerbarg
W.P, Uinjon
Balang
Somarsat
W.P. Country
W. P, Board

Ll B T
LooOoOERKKE

at the Athlone Stadium
and were then held to a
13-13 draw by Boland
in Worcester,

Boland who have
played only one game
to date will be a force
in this competition this
Season.

The next fixture will
be played on Saturday
July 7 when City and
Suburban will be home
at City Park to Boland,
and WP Country will be
home at Lamberts Bay
to WP Board.

The match of the
year will be the derby
between WP Union and
City and Suburban at
Athlone Stadium on
Saturday, August 17,

M'm
i £l . - m [y + r = A d J F. u g
“" Action In the lineout during a SA Cup game between City and Suburban and WP Country at City Park.
Cities won the game 33 - 6

CITIES ON

Saxan R

I fonteln
Gregnwood
Parkhurst
Balthorn
Santos
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ROVERS ARE
AHEAD IN
SUPER
LEAGUE

SAXON Rovers, des-
pite their defeat against
Santos recently, are still
at the top of the WP
Football Board's Vir-
ginia Interclub Super
League group ome log
with eleven points from

SEVEN games,

Rovers have scored
25 goals to date and
have conceded seven
goals, Matroosfontein
gre the only unbeaten
team in this group and
are hot on the heels of
Rovers with ten poinis
from six games, but
have played a game less.

Greenwood Athletic
from the Retreat FA
are the dark horses in
the competition with
nine points from seven

Greenwood have
scored 11 goals and
have conceded 15.

Peninsula United
from Grassy Park are
the leaders in group
two with twelve poinis
from seven games.

Peninsula, after los-
ing their opening game
narrowly against Batts-
wood, have won six
games [n succession,
scoring 30 goals and
conceding one,

Battswood and
Ocean View United are
the only unbeaten
teams in this group.

Battswood are in
second position with
full points from their
five games scoring 21
goals without reply.
Ocean View United

ONE STOP INSURANCE
CONSULTANTS, LIFE,
PENSIONS HOME & CAR

Stan Abrahams Brokers Services

Cor. Victoria & Argyle Roads
WOODSTOCK 7925

TELEPHONME: (021) 47-7458

JAFFER

H & J PANELBEATERS & SPRAYPAINTING

CMNR. EFPING AVE. AND 215T STREET
ELSIES RIVER

SPECIALIST IM:
CHASSIS STRAIGTENING, WELDING, BRAZING
AND MECHANICAL REPAIRS
COMTACT HAMIEF OR JAFFER

AT 932-9003/4
FOR A FREE QUOTE

issued by: Grassroots Publications, 10 Gorporation Street. Cape Town
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games,
behind
Saxon Rovers

Juta IS

two  points

have nine points from
five games scoring 15
goals with four against.

leaders

still

top marksman

JOSEPH Juta the Saxon Rovers
and WP provincial striker is the top
goal scorer with 14 goals in group
one of the Western Province Foot-
ball Board Virginia Interclub Super
League competition.

Juta is followed by Andre Cook-
sen of Green Dolphin on ten goals,
Dicky Boovsen of Parkhurst and
Lance Dreyer of Tiberias United
both on seven goals, Clive Du
Plessis of Greenwood Athletic and
Steven Frans of Crusaders have six
goals each.

Colin Wood of Peninsula United
are tops in group two with ten goals,
followed by teammate Roderick
Dayson who are on nine goals.

Tony Holt of Aerials is on seven,
Mervyn Johnson of Peninsula
United, Nasser Abdullah of Thorn-
hill United, Cliffie Carelse of Ocean
View United and Kevin Jeptha of
Battswood are all on five goals.

LEADING GOAL SCORERS
GROUP 1

14 — Joseph Juta (Saxon Rowvers);
10 — Andre Cooksen (Green Dol-
phin); 7— Dick Booysen (Parkhurst);
Lance Dreyver (Riberias United);
6 — Clive du Plessis {(Greenwood);
Steven Frans (Crusaders); 5 -—
Kader Sulaiman (Saxon Rovers);
4 — William Bowers (Santos);
Charles van der Westhuizen (Cru-
saders); Ferdie Davids (Matroos-
fontein); Mervin du Plessis (Greéen-
wood), Gesant Abduraghman (Tib-
erias); Kevin Fortune (Belthom);

3 — Greg Du Plessis (Parkhurst),
Mark Hickley (Parkhurst), Ashley
Barnes (Matroosfontein), Bevan
Jutson (Belthorn), Clive October
{Greenwood); Rafiek Samsodien
(Belthorn), Michael Campher {Cru-
saders); Ruben Jansen (Crusaders);
2 — Ismail Abdullah (Santos);
Hannes Philander (Santos); Faik
Petersen (Greenwood); Richard
Johnson (Green Dolphin); Elvis
Adams (Saxon Rovers).

GROUP 2

10 — Colin Wood (Peninsula);
9 — Roderick Dyason (Peninsula);
7 — Tony Holt (Aerals); § -
Mervyn Johnson (Peninsula), Cliffie
Carelse (Ocean View United);

Eevin Japtha (Battswood);
Masser Abdullah (Thombhill); 4 -
Dennis McLaurie (Aerials); Boebie
Solomons (Thornhill); Titus Aarons
(Sidneyvale); Cyril Waller (Batts-
wood); Hugo Delcarme (Ocean
view United); 3 — Francois Adams
(Idas Valley), John Van Rooyen
{Peninsula), Anthony Bailey (ldas
Valley); Yincent Barnes
{Battswood); 2 — Victor Davidse
(Idas WValley), Trevor Fortune
{Aerials);

Jimmy Ross  (Sidneyvale);
Casper Arendse (Bonteheuwel);
Ernest Ross (Sidneyvale), Dorian
Overberg  (Battswood),  Cliffie
Davids (Battswood), Adiel Adams
{Standards); Victor Jones (Bonte-
heuwel United).

Printed by: Esguire Press (Pty] Lid, Vanguard Drive. Athlone industria. Phone: 637-1260/1



“WE CALL THE PEOPLE OF
SOUTH AFRICA BLACK AND
WHITE — LET US SPEAK
TOGETHER OF FREEDOM"

WE CALL THE FARMERS OF
THE RESERVES AND TRUST-
LANDS

Let us speak of the wide land,
and the narrow strips on which
wea toil.

Let us speak ol brothers with

land, and of children without'

schooling.

Let us speak of taxes and of cat-
tle, and of famine.

LET US SPEAK OF FREEDOM

WE CALL THE MINERS OF
COAL, GOLD AND DIA-
MONDS

Let us speak of the dark shafts,

The call to freedo

30th
anniversary

Adopted
at Kliptown
26 June 195

A

and the cold compounds far
from our families.

Let us speak of heavy labour
and of long hours, and of men
sant home to die.

Let usspeak of rich masters and
of poor wages

LET US SPEAK OF FREEDOM

WE CALL THE WORKERS OF
FARMS AND FORESTS

Let us speak of the rich foods
we grow, and the laws that keep
us poor.

Let us spaak of harsh treatment
and of children and womean for-
cad to work.

Supplement to Eﬂnrmll

July 1985

" Let us speak of private prisons,

and beatings and of passes.
LET US SPEAK OF FREEDOM
WE CALL THE WORKERS OF
FACTORIES AND SHOPS

Let us speak of the good things
we make, and the bad condi-
tions of our work.

Let us speak of the many passes
and the faw jobs.

Let us speak ol foremen, of
transport, of trade unions, of
holidays and of houses.

LET US SPEAK OF FREEDOM

WE CALL THE TEACHERS,
STUDENT AND THE PRE-

ACHERS

Let us speak of the light that
comes with learning, and the
ways we are kept in the
darkness.

Let us speak of great services
we can render, and of the nar-
row ways that are opan 1o us.
Let us speak of laws, and
government, and righits.

LET US SPEAK OF FREEDOM

WE CALL THE HOUSEWIVES
AND THE MOTHERS

Let us speak of tha fine children
that we bear, and of their stun-
ted lives.

Let us speak of the many illnes-
ses and deaths, and of the few
clinics and schools.

Lat us speak of high prices and
of shanty towns.

LET US SPEAK OF FREEDOM

LET US SPEAK TOGETHER
ALLOFUSTOGETHER — Afri-
can and White, Indian and
Coloured. Voler and voteless.
Privileged and rightless. The
happy and the homeless. All tha
people of South Africa; of the
towns and of the countrysida.
LET US SPEAK OF FREEDOM.
And the happiness that can
come to men and women if thay
live in a land that is free.

LET US SPEAK OF FREEDOM.
And of how to get it for oursel-
ves and for our children.

Page 1



Not only dreams, demands - but rights

IT'S Friday — pay day. Farieda
gits at the kitchen table, her pay
packet in front of her. Har head
is aching. For hours, she has
been sitting, adding and sub-
tracting — trying to find a way
to pay the rent, the electricity,
food, the furniture instaliments.
But no matter how many times,
thera is no way 1o make the
money stretch.

“My life is so bad. Sometimes
| dream about things being dif-
ferant. | imagine what it would
be like to be rich — like thosa
we see on TV. But really, all |
wish is that | could have a
decent life. That | wouldn't have
to hear the kids crying with
hunger, or worry about whare
the money for the rent is going
to come from.”

Wae live in hard time. In facto-
ries, mines and on the farms,
millions of people slave, day in
and day out, for the bosses;
backs aching and heads sore.
And at the end of the week, do

THE VOLUNTEER

TO MAKE the Congress of the
People a success, many things
had to happen beforehand. The
campaign had to be taken to the
pecple and demands had to be
collected throughout the
country.

A Mational Action Council
was set up to co-ordinate the
campaign. They called on Free-
dom Volunteers to serve as a
“shock brigade” to give impetus:
to the campaign.

Many of today's outstanding
leaders were volunteers.

One of them is Christmas
Fihla Tinto, UDF vice-
President, who was elected
Volunteer in Chief of the Langa
branch of the ANC in 1955.

"My task was the disciplinary
control of all voluntears, which
were the youth of the area. The
voluntears of the Defiance
Campaign were the same
volunteers of the Congress of
the People Campaign.

“They were sometimes elec-
ted for certain occasions. For
instance, at Langa, if | remem-
ber well, | had 145 volunteers. In
such occasions as the Defiance
Campaign about 30 volunteers
were somatimes elected to go
to such a duty. In Guguletu 40.
In Nyanga 50.

“Tha volunteers wore khaki
uniforms, with a white shirt. It
was a policy of discipline.
Volunteers were groups of dis-
ciplined people who, besides
their campaign duties, must
keep LAW and ORDER, as”,
(Com T gives a big smile} “Le
Grange puts it today.”

A veteran from Port Elizabath
explains the qualities that were
looked for in voluntears:

“iVolontiya is a person who
actually takes the initiative. A
parson responsible for talking
to people, who knows how to
speak to people, what they feel.
Amavolontiva were trained to
behave in a certain way when
they meet with paople. Theyare
persons who are dedicated to
do the work of the organisation,
unsupervised.”

Wilson Fanti, today a com-
munity leader at Mgwali outside
Stutterheim, was a volunteer in
Port Elizabeth in those days. He
remembars the training that
was given to volunteers:

“In Port Elizabeth the volun-
teers were lectured before they
wera sant out. They were lec-
tured on how to approach peo-
ple. First of all, a volunteer was
supposed to sign a form that he
is a volunteer.

“In Port Elizabeth the volun-
teers were lectured before they

Supplement to Grassrools

they get paid for all that work,
all that pain? The pay packets
are so small, they are an insult!

But in these times, those with
work are lucky. Everyday, one

. out of every four people wakes

up with no job and no chance of
getting any work. One out of
every four people wakes up
desperate, not knowing where
the naxt meaal is going to come
from.

In places like the Ciskei and
Transkei, it is even worse,
These are the places of no
hope: the young have gone to
find work and the old, sick and
the children have been left
bahind.

One woman said: “When |
came back to this place, my
heart wanted to break. There is
go little land and there s
drought. Food is scarce. There
is no water. The first winter |
was thare, 80 many children
died. | don't cry about the chil-
dren anymore. | have no more

tears left.”

We live in hard times: Every-
day, thousands of South Afri-
cans are arrested — for the
“crime” of not having a pass.
Desperate, needing jobs to feed
their children, they come to the
towns and cities for work. But
they must hide like criminals,
because the police will throw
them into prison for not having
a stamp in their 'dompas’. Or
worse — force them onto bus-
g5 back to tha Transkei, to the
places of no hope.

There is no right in this coun-
try to work and live where we
choose. District Six, Cross-
roads, Claremont, Khayelitsha.
We are hounded from our hou-
ses, forced into matchbox hou-
ses, far from our work. Swollen
doors, crumbling walls, damp
and cold, with the rents creap-
ing higher and higher every
year.

We live in hard times. All
around our country, the police

and the army occupy our town-
ships. Children protest at
schools, mothers and fathers
protest about rents — and they
are gunned down. In cities and
towns, parents leave for work,
not knowing whather thay will
soe aach other or their children
again.

These are the things that hap-
pen in our country. They are
happening to people like us.
People who like Farieda, only
want to live their lives peace-
fully and comfortably. People
who have. no work, who are
hungry and desperate. People
who are tired of lying down and
accepting laws and rules that
they never made.

Thirty years ago, people all
over South Africa were asked a
simple question: “If you could
make the laws of this country,
what would you do?” The ans-
wers poured in — and all over
they wera the same:

® We want houses and
security.

& We want food that we can
afford.

® We want work for all with
wages we can live on.

® Wea wantanend to passlaws
and to live and work where we
choose.

® We wanta decenteducation
for our children.

® We want peace.

& Wa, the people, want to
govern.........

Today, in these hard times,
these simple demands are still
our demands. Often, when
times are bad we catch oursal-
ves dreaming and wishing that
things could be so0.

But they are not just dreams
and demands. Thesa are our
rights. They are the rights of
avary man, woman and child on

this earth. And if we don't fight

for them, no one alsa will.
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FOR guite some time, people In
the Congress movemen! had
discussed the idea of a Con-
gress of the People todraw up a
document containing the peo-
ple's demands.

At the ANC's Cape annual
congress in 1853, Prolessor ZK
Mathews formally suggested
convening a Congress of the
People 1o draw up a Freedom
Charter.

The idea was adopted by the
ANC and accepted by other
organisations close to It

were sent out. They were lec-
tured on how to approach peo-
ple. First of all, a volunteer was
supposed to sign a form that he
is @ volunteer.

“Then volunteers were told
about personal appearance. It
must be a person who can ba
accepted by the people. Not a
tsotsl, or that kind, you see. Not
to say he must be highly dres-
sed or something.

“Then when they approached
the people they must not just
start the business. They must
first explain their duty, who
they are, where they are from
and what was the purpose of
them being here. Than, now
they are listened to by the peo-
ple, they must teach what they
are supposed to teach.”
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In Langa township, where
Com T was Volunteer in Chief,
they had to go house 10 house
to collect demands from the
widest range of people.

“l once went to a house where
witchdoctors were planning a
celebration. They said their
demand is that the government
should give them halls where
they can dance as witchdoc-
tors. They wanted halls, and
they wanted hospitals 1o keep
their patients to cure them. We
wrote down their demands.

“Then there was a shopkee-
per at Bunga Square at Langa.
He demanded that we must
have shops in Cape Town
where people are, whera we
choose to have our shops. |
mean such things.

Christmas Tinto — one of the chiel volunieers.
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“In the Western Cape, | was a
voter myself. We used to vote
for the liberals, and people like
Sam Kahn, communist party
people.

“Now the government can-
celled that vote because if it is
said: Today Sam Kahn, a mem-
ber of the Communist Party is
going to have a public meating
canvassing for election in
Langa area, now the hall is
going to be full, even outside.

“But, next week, a member of
the Mationalist Party, Tom D&-
nges is going to address the
meeting at Langa hall. Nobody
will attend that meeting.

“Now the government gets
angry at that, and he cuts off on
voting rights.

“But most people made
demands to hawve political
rights. Though some couldn't
mention what kind of political
rights. They say political rights
to elect our people to go to
parliament.

Q: What happened whan you
went to a housae?

Tinto: Mother and father, you
sit here. You talk to them.

Q: What did you say?

Tinto: There is a Congress of
the People which is coming,
which needs everybody to
voice out his or her opinion as
to what and how she sees this
country to look like. If | come to
this house, | call those next
door to come here. To do the
talking to a small group.

Q: Was this to save time?

Tinto: You know there are
some pagple who know they
are oppressed but they don’t
know what to do. When you ask
him "What do you think?’, he'll
say: "Why, | don't know. I'm a
black man. I've got nothing.’
But if someone hears from
someone, he or sha can say this
and this and this. Now some-
thing slips from his or her mind
that they might as well bring i
up.

Q: So it was a way of getting
fuller participation?

Tinto: Ja. That's right.
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IT WAS a beautifull day. It a per-
fect day. Probably, | would say,
that God wanied this day just to
come. That's why He's giving
the people a beautiful day. And
while we on it, there was a hel-
luva big sandstorm just before
the police raided the place.”

The day Solly Esakjes is talk-
ing about is June 26, the day on
which the Freedom Charter was

_adopted, the second day of the
Congress of the People, at Klip-
town near Johannesburg.

The COP started on the Sat-
urday., June 25. According to
the official figure announced at
the congress, there were 2884
delegates. Another seven thou-
gand (7000) watched the
proceedings. :

“We got there at about 11 o
clock. And the crowds were
coming in. The conference
itself was supposed to start at 3
o' clock or half past two.

“And the crowds wera pour-
| ingin,andpouringin. God, | tell
you, by the time we were ready
at three o' clock it was just a sea
of heads,” said one delegate to
the COP.
| “You know. we couldn't
understand where all these
people were coming from. Bus-
loads. Lorryloads. Motorcars.
People walking by foot. They
ware coming from every-
where.”

“Someone explained: "These
| are all the delegates from the
country.' And you could seethe
guys were barefool, you Know,
wearing blankets, others were
wearing that zebra type uni-
form, all types.”

Banners announced the iden-
tity of branches or carried slo-

gans, like “Freedom In our
lifetime™ and "Long live the
struggle”.

Behind the platform was a
great green freedom wheel with
| four spokes: the ANC — the Afri-
can elephant; the SA Indian Con-
gress — the Indian fox; the SA
Coloured People’'s Organisation
— the coloured horse; the Con-
gress of Democrats — the Euro-
pean owl; and the SA Congress
of Trade Union — workers of all
kinds.

Billy Nair said: "When we rea-
ched the Congress there was a
carnival atmosphere, in fact the
organisation was immaculate, it
was of very high standard. T hey
had made provision for people
who did not eat meat, soup with
and without meat. In the
Treason Trial, the police pro-

THREE of the great leaders of the
Congress Alliance were honou-
red at the Congress of the
People.

They were Chief Albert Luthull,
president of the ANC, Father
Trevor Huddleston, and Dr Yusul
Dadoo, president of the Indian
Congress. -

Only Father Huddieston was
there to hear the peoples cheers
when the chalrman of the ses-
sion, Piel Beyleveld of the Con-
gress of Democrals, announced
that the Isiiwalandwe, the feather
worn by the heroes of the people
ssymbolising the highest distinc-

tion in African society, would be
\ presented to the three leaders.
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The people state their demands at the Congress of the people.

duced the placards announcing
“Soup Without Meat!”

Another delegate said:

“The Matal Midlands delega-
tion sat right at the front, near
the podium. From where we sat
you could overlook tha whole
place. A sea of heads. The sing-
ing was going on. Eating. Distri-
bution of pamphlets. Reading.
People talking. It was such a
massive crowd.

“Then just after two, | think,
they started the session. They
had a band from Johannes-
burg. ANC guys, they played
with a guitar, and they started
singing. | tell you, the way thay
were singing, the whole crowd
started joining in.

“Then the conference went
on proper. While the procedure
was going on they interspersed
with a little bit of singing. You

Gert came disquised

GERT SIBANDE is now 85
yaars old. His health is poor and
his memory weak. Al the time of
the Congress of the people, he
was known as the Lion of the
East.

“After | was banished lo
Evaton, [ got a two year banning
order. It expired just before the
Congress of the People. | knew
they would ban me again, but
they cowld naot find me. | was
determined to go o Kliptown,
because my name was down as
a speaker.

“I want to Kliptown wearing a
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know, Lilian Mgoyi and Winnie
Mandela and Albertina, and
they had somebody from the
Cape, a Sacpo (South African
Coloured Peoples Organistion)
group rendering their items.
“Every time a session of the
Charter took place., then
straightaway silence and
seripusness. ltem by item the
Charter was read. The National
Consultative Committee had

disguise. | was wearing a balac-
lava and a jackat with the collar
up around my neck. At Klip-
fown they were looking for me.

"I stood right next to Muller,
the head of the spacial branch.
And than the chairman said: "/
now call the next speaker.” |
wan! up to the platform and a
young man tftook off my
disguise.

“It's Sibande, it's Sibande!!
Muller « shouted. The police
rushed towards the platform
and surroufided it. But then
Muller said to them: "Go back to

' E vl -\
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already prepared a draft. Then
it was thrown open for
discussion.

“It was done so methodically.
If anyone had an amendmeant

~then they came right up to the

podium to the mike. Then, after,
it was put to the house. Show
your hands and all of that.”

Another delegate continued:

“It continued the whole day.
Speakers after speakers. |t was
my first time o see so many
people in one place and all say-
ing one thing. All the speakars
wera saying different words,
but with the same aim and
object.

“And the silence was there.
Ten thousand people, but there
was no coughing business.
What was coming from the
speakers mouth everybody was |
thirsty to swallow.”

On the second day of the
COP, the police moved in.

MaMyembe said: “Chief
Luthuli had sent a letter to the
South African government to
send delegates. Late in the
afternoon on Sunday, when we
looked around, we saw 300
police with their horses. The
people said that the South Afri-
can government has now sent
its delegatasl|”

Later the military vans and
the saracens arrived. The police
surrounded the whole Kliptown
ground. They stood with sten
guns, in military' uniforms and
in camouflage uniforms.

A big policeman went up to
the podium, stopped the pro-
ceedings and said: “You are all
under arrest. Don't move!”

The air was tense. The dele-
gates were angry. But then lda
Mtwana got on to the platform.
She said: “Comrades, this is the
hour! Please do not do a thing.
Let's start singing!”" And she
started singing the MNational
Anthem MNkosi Sikelel Afrika.
The crowd all joined in.

After this the COP continued,
still surrounded by the police.

Zollie Malindi, now Wastern
Cape president of the UDF, had
the only Xhosa version of the
Freedom Charter. When the
police searched the place, he
took off his shoes and hid the
Charter in his socks. The police
made him take off his shoes, but
they forgot to make him take off
his socks. 50 he successiully
smuggled out the Xhosa ver-
sion of the Freedom Charter.

The police search eventually
ended at about eight 0" clock.

your cars.”

“He knaw | was very powerful
at that time. If | would have said
“Kill them" (the police), the
people would have killed them.

“l took the platform for half an
hour. | spoke about politics. If
there is something serious in
my heart, | can take two or threa
hours before | am finished. |
was very hard that day. | am
very powerful when | address a
meeting. | never used nofes. |
-always speak from my heart.

“The police did not serve my
banning arder that day. | slip-
ped away.”
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Petitions to

TODAY the Alfrican MNational
Congress is a powerful political
movement. It is recognised by
many countries as the true voice
of oppressed and exploited
South Africans. But the ANC was
very different when it began 73
years ago, in 1912,

In its early years the ANC's
activity was mostly a gathering of
leaders once & year o disCuss
grievances and protest to the
South African government.

Because South Africa was still
a British colony, they also appea-
led to Britain to force the South
Africa government to end all
unjust laws. The protest always
fell on deal sars.

Ancther far more important
activity of the ANC from the
baginning was to develop a unity
of the african people and to
owvercome tribal divisions which
the government tried to promaote.
They began to build a single
nation.

During the 1930's the ANC was
a weak organisation. It did not
have strong active branches in
the communities. But after 1945
the ANC began to grow in
strength and influence.

A year earller in 1944 the ANC
Youth League was formed.
Nelson Mandela, Walter Sisulu
and Oliver Tambo were some of
the founder members. The Youth
League said it was usaless 10 ask
the government to change. What

Making |
he wheel

Organisations
at the COP

protests

the ANC should do is build up a
strong organisation and use this
to fight for political rights.

In 1850 the ANC together with
the Indian Congress and the
Communist Party called for big
protests on May Day (May 1).
During the protests 18 pecaple
weare killed by the police. The
ANC then called for a general
strike on June 26 (Freedom Day).

Two years later the Defiance
Campaign took place. The ANC
called on people to disobey
unjust laws like pass laws, Group
Areas and so on. Mandela was
the chief Volunteer of this cam-
paign. Over 8 000 people went to
jail for breaking apartheid laws.
But this campaign won the ANC
great support. By 1953 the orga-
nisation had over 100000
mambears,

Because of this thinking the
famous “Programme of Action”
was adopted in 1948. The Pro-
gramme called for the use of boy-
cotts, civil disobedience and
militant action to win freedom.

On 21 March 1960, 69 people
were killed by police at Sharpe-
vile. This led to nation-wide
unrast. The government declared
a State of Emergency. In April the
ANC was banned. Thousands of
ANC members were detained
and imprisoned. Many people
also left the country. In exile thea
ANC members regrouped.

Few but better

THE Congress of Democrals
| (COD)was formed in 1952. It was
an organisation ol white demo-
crats,. They saw the Congress
movemen! as the central lorce
fighting for freedom in South
Africa.

The role of the COD was fo
support the Congress movement
and to inform whites about Apar-
theld effects on Blacks. They
tried to persuade whites thal all

Bringing In
FOR many years the government
rafused to allows Blacks to join
trade unions. But despite this
Blacks continued to join unions
which fought for their rights.

In the 19508 the government
changed its strategy. They said
Black workers could have liason
commitieas. These committees
could meet with the bosses. But
trade union leaders could not
attend these meatings. Also only
unions organised along racial
lines could take part in these
liason committeas.

Conservative trade unions
accepted this government policy.
They formed the Trade Union
Council of South Africa
(TUCSA).

But many democratic unions
refused to accept this policy. In
March 1955 representatives from
19 trade unions met. They united
to form on non-racial and demo-
cratic trade union movement. In
this way the South African Con-

Supplement to Grassroots

South Africans had to work toge-
ther for justice and democracy in
South Africa.

The COD had branches in
Johannesburg and Cape Town
and also small branches in Port
Elizabeth, Durban and Pretoria.
They raised funds and collected
signatures for petitions against
apartheid laws. They also distri-
buted study notes and pamphiets
explaining important political
issues to activists.

the workers

gress of Trade unions (SACTU)
was born. Some of the big unions
which formed SACTU were the
Food and Canning Workers
Union and the National Union of
Laundry, Cleaning and Drying
Workers.

In 1857 SACTU launched its
most important campaign: the
demand for a living wage of a
day.

SACTU also took part in col-
lecting demands for the Freedom
Charter. At the Congress of the
People, two SACTU members
Billy Mair and Ben Turck pro-
posed the clause “The people
shall share in the country's
waalth”, After this SACTU joined
the ANC and other congresses in
the Congress Alliance.

SACTU balieved that workers
could not only fight for rights in
the factories, mines and shops.

SACTU grew rapidly. From the
Transvaal it spread to other parts.
In Durban between 1957 and
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4 A show of unity — a joint meeting on the parade. |8

Waking up W/Cape

THE Coloured People’'s Con-
gress (it was first called SACPO)
was formed in September 1953
Together with the ANC, Indian
Congress and the Congress of
Democrats, it was part of the

Congress Alllance.
In 1902 the African People's
Organisation [(APQ) was started
by Dr Abdurahmaan. But the
APQ declined and became a very
conservative organisation.

The oldest congress
FOR THE Indians who came to  persuaded the Indian coalminers

South Africa in 18680 to work on
the sugar can farms, life was diffi-
cult. They were paid low wages
and given poor housing. They
were also not allowed into towns.

Bacause of this Mahatme Ghandi-

helped form the Matal Indian
Congress in 1894 to fight unjust
laws.

The method used to fight
unjust laws was that ol passive
resistance. A second passive
resistance was sparked off in
1913 when the government dec-
lared all Indian marriages null
and void. Indian women from
Natal took the streets and mar-
ched across the Transvaal bor-
der. They were arrested and
imprisoned. :

At the same time, women reésis-
ters from the Transvaal were pre-
paring to march into Natal. When
they arrived in Newcastle, they

1958, SACTU recruited 1 7000
workers, They formed unions for
dockworkers and railworkers.
SACTU also organised jobless
workers into an unemployed
workers union.

In 1959 the terrible working
conditions on potatoe farms was
exposed. SACTU immediately
called for a boycott of potatoes.
Shops which sold potatoes were
boycotted. Potatoes rotied in the
shops and becausa no one would
buy them prices fell. The govern-
ment was forced to instruct far-
mars to treat their ;s workers

properly.

SACTU still continued to orga-
nisa and educate workers. By
1961 it had 51 affiliates represent-
ing 53 000 workers.

But by March 1964, 45 SACTU
officials were banned. Many were
arrested. The police raided the
union offices constantly. By 1965
it became impossible to keep
SACTU going.
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to go on strike. This led to the
historic general strike when
60 000 Indian workers in every
other mine and cane plantation
stood unibed.

Their resistance forced the .

government to recognise all
Indian marriages, 1o abolish the
three pound tax and to provide
frea trips home for all Indians
wishing to return to India.

After this the South African
Indian Congress was formad in
1919. For many years the South
African Indian Congress only
used mild forms of resistance.
They organised petitions, wrote
letters and sent protest telegrams
to the relevant ministers.

It was only in the 1940's when
Yusuf Dadoo and Monty Maicker
became leaders of the S.A. Indian
Congress that more militant
resistance began. In 1846 the
“Doctors Pact” was signed by
Doctor Dadoo, Maicker and

Xuma of the ANC.
By 1948 the Natal Indian Con-

gress had over 35 000 members
and 23 branches throughout
Matal.

Organising

THE Federation of South African
Women was the voice of the
women of South Africa. It
brought together women from
the ANC Women's League, the
SAIC, CPC, COD from trade
union and from some smaller
women's organisations in various

areas.
At the first conference, the

FSAW woamen adopted the Wom-
en’s Charter and resolved to take
an active part in the Freedom
Charter campaign. They collac-
ted demands in their meeatings.
At the Congress of the People
Joseph, sacretary of the Federa-
tion introduced the clause on
House, Security and Comfort.
After the Kliptown meeting the
Federation organised Congres-

Later leaders, like Cissia Gool -
and Jimmy La Guma, formed the
militant Mational Liberation Lea-
gue (NLL). Thay united with afri-
cans and indians in a common
fight for freedom.

n 1851 the gmrnmam began
_itu attempt to take the voté away
from coloured voter who were on
the voter's role. The Franchise
Action Committee (FRAC) was
formed to fight this.

When the ANC launched the
Defiance Campaign in 1952,
FRAC was asked to participate.
Although not so successful in
Cape Town, it was well-
supported in Worcester.

iﬁar this the leaders of the
FRAC decided to form an organi-
sation for the coloured people, as
part of the Congress Alliance.

50, the South Africa Coloured
People's Organisation (SACPO)

was formed in September 1953.
I_ﬂ.tar it changed its name to the
Coloured People’s Congress. It
brought together older leaders,
like Jimmy La Guma and Johnny
Gomas (both had been active in
the trade union, the NLL and the
Communist Party for more than
20 years) and younger militants
like Reg September, Alex La
Guma (Son of Jimmy) and
George Peake.

Although the CPC was stron-
gest in the Western Cape, it it had
branches in Johannesburg and
Port Elizabeth.

the women

sas of Mothers in all the provin-
ces. Here they reported back on
the Freedom Charter and plan-
ned how o use it in their work 1o
organise and politicise more
Women.

In the Million Signature Cam-
paign that followed the COP, the
Federation and the Women's
League made their own forms.
They focussed on the demands
about the pass laws and during
the anti-pass campaign collected
signaturaes in all their meetings.

The FSAW was never banned,
but the government crippled it by
banning the ANC Women's Lea-
gue (it's major affiliate) and lock-
ing up many of the Federatidh
leaders.
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“Every clause is

"

for women
DOES the Charter say anything
about women's lives and
demands? Cheryl Carolus, of the
UWO and UDF, said: “To say that
women's problems are not
catered for in the Charter is
simply incorrect. Every clause of
the Charter is a demand for
women.”

if we say that the people shall
govern, then women as half of the
population must be included.
This means that we must remove
the obstacles that hold women
back from fully participating.
Obstacles such as the attitude
that women only belong in the
kitchen. If wa want women o
govern too then we must share

housework,
If we talk of work and security

for all, with equal pay and equal
opportunity, then we must also
ensure that women have equal
access 1o training, that the pass
laws which hit women hardest
are removed and that there are
proper creche facilities for all
working parents.

The doors of learning and cul-
ture can only be opened to
women if the drudgery of domes-
tic work becomes a thing of the
past, and women are encouraged
to learn.

Equality before the law has a
special meaning for women in
South Africa because the marri-
age and property laws make
women into minors.

When we talk of equal human
rights and houses, security and
comfort, there are many changes
that we must make before this
can be a reality for the women of
South Africa. Women must ba
free from pass laws. from vio-
lence such as rape. Women must
have a right to safe contracep-
tion, maternity care and health
care for themselves and their
children.

The Freedom Charter does nol
say these are seperate demands.
Women are part of the people of
South Africa. But if women's lives
are to be changes in a future
South Africa, then we need to
organize them now to participate
actively in our struggle.

THESE FREEDOMS
WE WILL

FIGHT FOR

Thirty years later, we are
still fighting for the de-

“Islam commands that we struggle for the
attainment of the Charter”

WHAT has the Freedom Char-
ter to do with the Church
today?

“A lotl” says Bishop Smanga-
liso Mkatshwa. “For one thing,
many participants in the Cogn-
ress of the people were profes-
sed Christians. For another, all
progressive Christian Chur-
ches condemn apartheid as
avil, heretical as well as theo-
logically untenable.

“Modern theological scholar-
ship is acutely aware that those
who are committed to the strug-
gle for total liberation must
address themselves to the
socials, economic and political
structures of the society in
which thay live.

“The Freedom Charter provi-
des a broad based progressive
torum for those who are com-
mitted to self-determination for
the majority of people. Nothing
could be more Christian than
waging a struggle for freedom,”
says Bishop Smangaliso.

Albert Nolan described the
Freedom Charter as “the result
of one of the most democratic
consultations of the people of
South Africa that has ever taken
place.”

“Although the Charter was
formulated as a list of demands,
the grievances of the people
behind these demands areclear
and unambiguous. We have
heard these grievances again
and again since 1855, but here
in the Charter we have the

“The true road to

culture”

THE delegates at Kliptown were
black and white. They spoke
Zulu, Xhosa, Sotho, Gujerati,
English, Tamil, Afrikaans, Shan-
gaan and many more languages.
Some wore Indian saris, others
wore ftraditional Sotho Straw
hats, Xhosa head-dress, Zulu
beads.

These wera the people’s dele-
gates. Like the people they cam
from many different back-
grounds, but they were all at Klip-
town for one reason. They shared
a common vision of a single, uni-
ted South Africa.

It was a common struggle
against oppression and exploita-
tion that had drawn all those
South Africans together and that
unite us today. In our struggle we
are building one united South
African people's culture.

But the Freedom Charter also
understands that building cultu-
ral unity does not mean remaoving
all diffarences.

The apartheid government
wants us to believe that you
cannot be a Zulu, or a Xhosa-
speaker and also be part of a
single, United South African
nation.

Wea must be careful not to make
the same mistake in reverse gear.
Building a people’s culture in
South Africa does not mean ban-
ning different cultural traditions.

Thirty years ago already at the
Congress of the People showed
that it is possible to be proud of
your own mother tongue, your
own traditional dress and cus-
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a people’s

toms, and yet also be proud to be
part of one single South African
culture.

This is the reason why the
Freedom Charter says "All peo-
ple shall have equal rights to use
their own language and to
develop their own folk cultures
and customs.”

This is the true road to a peo-
ple’s culture.
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voice, not of this or that organi-
sation, but the voice of the maj-
ority of the people.

“From the point of view of
Christian faith this is the cry of
the poor and oppressed, that
even today, is being heard by
God himself. God can say
today, as He said long ago of
the Hebrew slaves in Egypt: 'l
have heard their appeal to be
frea of their slavedrivers.... the
cry of the sons of Israel has
come to ma and | have witnes-
sed tha way in which the Egyp-
tians oppress them.™

But the Freedom Charter is
also acceptable to Muslims.

“In the South African context,
the Freedom Charter provides
acceptable general principles
for a future vision of the South
African society. The principles

are both basic and general
enough to be accaptable to all
groups in the liberatory
struggle.

So says Imam Hassan Solo-
mon, a membar of the Muslim
Judicial Council, chairperson
of the Zakaah Fund and editor
of the Call of Islam.

Imam Solomon, whoisalsoa
formear member of the UDF's
Westarn Cape executive, said
that “like the Freedom Charter,
Islam calls on all people to a
better acquaintance and co-
operation for the good of all
people in order to establish
peace, based on justice for all

people.”
“The fundamental general
principles of the Freedom

Charter are concernad on the
whole with thosa fundamental
rights upon which, according to
Islamic belief, it is forbidden to
infringe in any way. They also
deal with economic, social and
cultural rights where Islam
does not make any distinction
on the basis of race, language
or religion.

“Sarious concern is given 1o
the realisation of these basic
rights. Islam commands that we
struggle for its attainment”
Imam Solomon said.

mands of the Freedom
Charter.

L
{ | .,

¥

J

“The workers struggle is for
the things in the charter”

MOST of the work of the Con-
gress o the People campaign
was done by working people, and
most of the people who give in
their demands were working peo-
ple. Each and every clause of the
Charter says something about
the demands of working people.
We asked Liz Abrahams aboul
what the Freedom Charter
means for workers.

“Tha workers of today are not
well acquainted with the Free-
dom Charter. In the aarly days, at
general members meetings in the
union, we would explain about
our demands.”

But from the late 60s, until now
this has not happened,” said Liz.
“We only talk about wages, work-
ing conditions, sick benefits and
s0 on. That is lacking — the
meaning of the Freadom Charter
and what workers will gain if we
have got the Freedom Charter
here in South Africa

“If we could gain all the things

n the Freedom Charter, it would
be very good for the workers.
That is what the workers' struggle
is for. It is their sweat and blood
that goes into the machines to
produce the wealth of this coun-
try. It must be brought home to
the workers that it is their right to
share in tha waalth of the country
and in the land. This is what the
Charter says.”

Another old SACTU comrade
agreed with Nana. He said that
some of the clauses of the Free-
dom Charter reflect the demands
of the workers and thair desire for
a socialist future, while others

speak of the demand of all paople
for a democratic society.

But, he said, the Freedom
Charter is words on a page. How
these words are interpreted in a
future South Africa will depend
on how the workers of South
Africa organise themselves to
speak to other groups in South
Africa nhnullhﬂr demands.

“Our struggle for freedom is a struggle for peace.

THE demand for “Peace and Fri-
endship” in the Freadom Charter
is a very important one. It makes
clear that our struggle for free-
dom is a struggle for peace; for
the right to bring up our children
without viclence in their lives;
and it makes it clear that there
can be no peace until we have
won our freedom.

Today, the call for Peace and
Friendship is as relevant as it was
in 1955. Today a state of civil war
exists in our country, violence
rages in our townships and on
our borders.

The Fresdom Charler states
clearly that it is not the people
who want tha war. If the demands

in the Charter were realised, and
the people were allowed to live as
decent human beings in this
country, there would ba no war.

But the Charter does not only
talk of peace in our own
country—it talks of peace
throughout the world. At the time
of the Congress of the People,
World War Il was still fresh in
many people's minds. During the
war, millions of people had baan
killed and injured, Whole cities of
men, women and children had
been bombed into the ground.
Terrifying weapons, like the atom
bomb, were developed and used
in the war,

Even after the war, there was

no guarantee of a lasting paace.
The US threatened to use "the
bomb" on the Soviet Union. The
Soviet Union developed its own
“bomb" as a deterrent, and so the
nuclear arms race was born.

The world situation has also
deteriorated since the 1850,
with hugh stockpiles of nuclear
weapons which could destroy
the world 20 timas over, in the
USA and the Soviet Union.

In calling for Peace and Friend-
ship, the Freedom Charter con-
firms our desire to live as one
united South African nation, and
to join hands with the mass of the
world's population in fighting the
dangers on nuclear war.
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CHARTER

For years e e S i
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was illegal

ONE MORMNING in March 1983,
people on their way to work saw
something painted on the walls
of station-subways in many parts
of Cape Town. In big, black let-
ters, the demands of the Freadom
Charter were standing out clearly
on the walls,

After almost two decades of
vitual silence the Charter has
again emerged in the hearts and
minds of our people.

Tha Charter was adopted by
mora than 3000 delegates in
Kliptown, Johannesburg in 1855.

A few years later, many individ-
uals and organisations like the
ANC and PAC were banned.
Thousands of people left the
country. This happened in 1961.
For many years after this, little
was heard or spoken about the
Charter.

Then, towards the end of
1970s, the Freedom Charter
began to re-emerge. “People
started speaking about the Char-
ter. For the first time, you began
seeing coples of the Charter
around again,” said Amy
Thornton, who was involved in
the Congress Movement in the
1950s. But it was in 1981, during
the campaign against the South
African Indian Council {SAIC),
that the Charter really “came to
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This is the scene that greeted workers all over the peninsula one morning.

VIVED

life."
Speakers at mass meetings  support for the Charter started .
began quoting demands fromthe  growing even more. Graffiti ban- + % %

Charter. Articles on the Charter
appeared in the newsletter of
organisations. The Charter
became the focus of organisa-
tions like Azaso and Cosas. More
and more organisations began
adopting the Freedom Charter.
Newspapers carried in-depth
articles on the Freadom Charter
and youth regularly sang songs
about the Charter.

From 1983 to this year, with the
growth of people organisations,

ners, T-shirts, badges on the pec-
ples documents became
commonplace.

Today, the Freedom Charter is
known and supported by millions
of people. Recently it was even
spoken about in Parliament. This
year the Charter is 30 years old.
And despite the governments
attempts to stop the message of
tha Charter spreading, it today
has more support than aver
before.

This special supplement fo
Grassrools Community news-
paper was published by Grass-
roots Publications, 10 Corpor-
ation Streal, Cape Town. If was
printed by Esquire Press, Van-
guard Drive, Athione.
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State cracks
the whip
after Congress

AFTER the Congress of the Peo-

through the Miillon Signature

1860 the government declared a

hundreds of thousands of Campaign. Volunieprs went door  State of Emergency. Thousands
En-v.;i-n{thdmm to door, factory to faciory to tell  of people were detained and
were printed in English, Afr- people about the Charter. arrested The ANC and other

kaans and Xhosa. Volunteers and
Congress members distributed
these all over the country and
many study groups were sel up
lo discuss and explain the
Charter.

Through signatures they got the
people’'s support for the docu-
ment they had helped draw up.
No ime limit was put on the
Million Signature Campaign.
This meant that new campaigns

organisations were banned.
People then thought that the
Freedom Charter was an llegal
documeni. Many activists were
arrested lor being in possession
of ANC Iierature and people

overtook the signature cam-  were scared ol speaking about
There was ittle coverage  paign. The govemment also  the Charter.
alccngru:::i?ﬂﬂuhmug moved In. In 1956 they arresled Members of the Congress
commercial papers, 8o the Char- 156 leaders throughout the coun-  movement had become involved
ter had to be popularised through try. They were charged for  when it wasa time of “open polit-
pamphiets and publications of Treason. The governmeni tried  lcs” and legal struggle.
the Congress movement. to show thal the Freedom Char- Now the Congress organisa-
Big meetings were also heldto  ter promoted treason. But at the tions were forced 1o go under-
tell people what happened at the end of the Treason Trial (1956- ground and people were no
Congress of the People. Al these 1960) the court sald that this was longer talking openly about the
meetings the Freedom Charter not so. L ghn:::fun movement or the
was presented. One such meet- All 156 leaders were found n :
ing was on the Grand Parade. guilty and the government was Dmlnullulllﬂml.ﬂm;.dh: {
defeated. Freedom Charter became -
O s " Aftar e Sharpesiie kiiegain  memory Inmany people's minds, .. And leaders of the 50s are still respected.
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