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Editorial

White South Afnco is swiftly reaching
the realization that it is in a state of
crisis. The Botha-Malan junta has a
master-plan to ensure the survival of
white snﬁremucv in our beloved
Azania. This master-plan has been

hatched in conference halls in Was-
hington DC, London, Paris and Bonn.

We know that Impenalism painsta-
kingly studies liberation movements
all over the globe and decides
which of these movements are co-
optable. We know that millions of
dollars, pounds and marks are inves-
ted in infiltrating liberation move-
ments and coming up with political
“solutions” which ensure that the
impernialists and their local gendar-
mes maintain a tight grip on eco-
MOMIC DOwWer,

Impenalism has assessed the Azo-
nian liberation movement and s
now actively seeking to draw the
“co-optables” within the broad libe-
ration moverment to a "national con-
vantion”. The national convention
will be designed to ensure power in
the hands of the system of racism
and capitalism.

It is up to all revolutionaries to be
wary of the National Convention
strategy and to join AZAPO in
making that strategy untenable.

The MNational Convention strategy
has already began sorfing out the
wheat from the chaff in the Azanian
liberation movement. It has created
a mighty cleft on the Ted Kennedy
Issue,

ALAPC unequivocally rejected the
Massachussets senator on the
grounds of his homifying capitalist
background and his undisguised
imperialist ambition. This clearly put
AZAPQ in the forefront of those op-
posing the entire mowve towards g
National Convention of which the
Kennedy visit was a cardinal part.
MNaturally, this has eamed AZAPO the
everiasting ire of all those who sup-
port Impernalism, Capitalismm and
rampant Racism.

It is fitting to sound a waming to wol-
ves donning sheep’s clothing in the
liberation movement that the Aza-
nian people will scom them forever
for their selfishness and their criminal
blindness in fighting AZAPQO, de-
nouncing it or betraying it.

In this issue of Frank Talk we focus on
the much-vaunted "objectivety” of
the white press and expose it for the
charade that it is. This is a timely
reminder of the dire need for altermna-
tive media which will spread the
seeds of revolutionary thought far
and wide. We eamestly hope that
our sister publication Azanian Focus
will evolve to meet this need. We
require media which articulates the
aspirations and yeamings of the
Black workers. Only when what the

media says comesponds to the loves,
hates, fears and frustrations of the
Black masses will we accept it take
it as ours and rely on it to further the
liberatory cause. The white press isan
instrument of the system, it is tied
hand and foot to the interests of
racism and capitalism.

The rulers’ efforts to perpetuate a
shamocracy are being heightened
by the revolutionary tide which is
gripping the Black masses in every
street, pondokkie. factory, farm and
shop in Mother Azania. Life for the
Black people has acquired an ob-
ject: 1o eliminate exploitation, to
govemn themselves by and for them-
selves and to construct a free Aza-
nia. And the masses are well aware
that liberation never comes as a gift
from anybody. it has to be moulded
with their own hands.

Frank Talk takes this opportunity to
pay tribute to one of the greatest son
of the Azanian Revolution, Onkgo-
potse Abraham Ramothibi Tiro who
was murdered by a parcel bomb in
Botswana on February 1, 1974,

BANNED

Frank Talk Volume 1 Number 5
has been banned for dstnbution
in terms of Govemnment Notice
9563 of 18 January 1985 and
the Viva Azagpo calendar for
1985 was also banned on
21 December 1984 as their
contents are "prejudical to the
safety of the siate, the generol
welfare or the peace and good
orcler”

Tiro's death is a painful reminder of
all that we still have to accomplish in
the Azanian revolution. Tiro was reso-
lute in stating that nothing short of
the repossession of vanquished soil
will begin to satisfy Black aspirations.
Mot for Ramothibi the shortcuts of
"national conventions”, shamocra-
cies, negotiation and procrastin-
ation!

We in Black Consciousness Move-
ment do not promise any easy victo-
res: we are aware that the struggle is
long. fortuous and arduous. We have
a duty to curb the growing list of
martyrs — every day sees a Block
father, mother, son or daughter killed
by the murderous settler colonialists.
And the only way to end this car-
nage is to actively dedicate oursel-
ves to the cause of Black liberation.

The Fifth National Congress of AZAPO
at Retreat, Cape Town saw revolu-
tionaries soberly pondering the stra-

tegies of work stoppages. stayaways
and boycotts and once ggain
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brought home the point that BC
knows no holy cows. We wish the
new Central Committee a success-
ful year and remind them that we,
the Azanian masses, are looking
upon them for grit, determination
and direction in the gruelling days to
come.

The persecution of AZAPO membe:
Comrade Dr Aubrey Mokoape by
the racist South African Medical and
Dental Council and their continued
tardiness to prosecute the Biko doc-
tors provokes us to consider whether
the role of the physician in Azania
ends with the stethoscope and the
syringes. It is often the case that phy-
sicians from amongst the oppressed
and the exploited have a stake in
the systermn precisely because of the
incomparably high standard of liv-
ing that capitalism provides for them,
Physicians in South Africa have to
come to grips with their Blockness
and employ their skills to participate
fully in the ethos and pathos of the
Revolution. Only then can we ac-
cept them as "our” doctors and
technicians until then they fully
belong to the murderous world of
apartheid medicine.

Ali Shariati's piece on the self-ration-
alization of capitalism shows how
the political strategy of the National
Corvention iscomplemented by the
economic strategy of bourgeaoisify-
ing the working class.

It is hoped that the contributions in
this issue will bnng attention to the
multiform strategies calculated to
contain the Azanian revolution and
annihilate the true liberation move-
ment. Extreme vigilance combined
with unrelenting action is necessary
to kil the National Convention and
usher in a free, anti-racist. socialist
Azania.

1,. ONE PEOPLE ONE AZANIA



Frankly Speaking

GUERILLA STRATEGY

» The Nkomati Accord has cast a
brutal spotlight on the guerilla stra-
tegy pursued for the past 21 years by
the ANC. The foclish notion that
secure military bases could be built
up in the "Frontline States” as the
movement for liberation advanced
down the African continent to the
borders of South Africa and that
Umkhonto we Sizwe’s (MK's) armed
actions would eventually cripple the
state now lies in ruins.

It isin this context that | am forced to
agree with the analysis of the ANC's
paosition in the National Forum (July
1984). It is my sincere belief that the
ANC leadership itself will be compel-
led to tumn from its reliance on gueril-
laismn to rely upon the moverment of
the working class, for no other force
exists with the potential to take on
effectively the power of the apar-
theid state

The tactic of guerillaism made it
easier for South Africa to tum the
screws on the Frontline States, for the
regime was able to use the pretext of
aftacking “terorism” to coverits tac-
tics of military aggression and eco-
nomic strangulation.

I note that the National Forum Sum-
mit predicted that some elermentsin
the 'national liberation movement’
would participate in a "National
Convention” (op cit at 15). | am
fomiliar with the tension between
the NFC and the UDF and | gather
that the NFC meant that the UDF
and ANC would be likely partici-
pants in such a sellout of the woking
closs.

| arn quite sure that such a sellout wall
not occur. Persistence in the ban-
krupt strategy of guerillaism can only
lead to further defeats of the ANC in
the future. But an ackno

ment of defeat, the causes of which
are analysed, understood and made
clearto everyone, can only drive the
ANC toemerge with renewed vigour.

It is my belief that the UDF is the only
hope for the working class in South
Africa provided that it can analyse
and comect the methods and app-
roach pursued by the ANC in the
1950's. That period of mass struggle
lacked nothing in courage. mili-
tancy and self-sacrifice, but saw the
working class being crippled by the
lack of a coherent revolutionary con-
ception and a strategy on the part of
the ANC leadership.

The problermn with Black Consciou-
sness is that it has abandoned the
white working class to the capitalist
class — thus leaving the white worker
as a frermendous obstacle in the way
of a victorious struggle. To classify all

whites as belonging to the enemy
camp ensures that they remain
there. The ANC and the UDF remain
the only hope for working class
victory in South Africa.

EDMUND NENE
Watville, Benoni

* In response to the letter from Mark
Ntshona of Lusaka, Zambia, inwhich
he states that “Azapo and the NFC
rmust not fall into the trap and try to
improve their position by denigra-
ting the PAC™

It has never been the attitude of the
Azanian People’s Organisation
(Azapo) and the National Forum to
denigrate any organisation involved
in 'rhe stru gle against the Botha
as been necessary at
frrnes ‘rc: E"u"ﬂ|UEfE contributions to
the struggle made by banned
bodies — the Pan Africanist Con-
ress, the African National Congress,
Black Pecople’s Convention (BPC)
and the South African Students’ Or-
ganisation. This has been done in
order to formulate our own strategi
as an infernal movement. The
socialist-oriented Black Conscious-
ness movement has recognised the
real enemy of the magjority of the
people as local capitalism and inter-
national imperialism. We have made
it clear that these are enemies and
focussed our aggression against
them.

It is regrettable for me to say that
some of our suffering brothers and
sisters have had their frustrative
energies manipulated by organisa-
tions that stand for the entrench-
ment of capitalist and imperialist
interests in our beloved country.

The only national party in South
Africa that expresses working class
interasts and is working towards the
establishment of a socialist state is
Azapo.

Mark Ntshona hits the nail on the
head when he says “Imperialism
supports the Kliptown Charter be-
cause it compromises the land
question and African majority rule in
Azania.” | say so because there is
much to indicate that the UDF is
pushing for a National Convention
with the oppressor.

I'would like to reassure Mark Ntshona
that Azapo has never denigrated
the PAC or any of the liberation
moverneants in exile. We know that
our enemy is capitalism and we will
fight it until socialism is established
firmily in Azania.

NEIL KIEWITZ
Athlone, Cape Town
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* | found the views of Minister Louis
Famakhan mflurnmc:tcxy in the ex-
trerme. How can Frank Talk print an
article labelling Isroel a criminal
nation and Judaism a “gutter
religion™?

The Minister overlooks the historical
fact that it was Ralph Bunche. a
Black American, who led efforts as
UN negotiator in Palestine that resul-
ted in bringing peace to the Middle
East in the post-World War |l period
and the establishment of the state of
Israel.

Nobody who is genuinely against
oppression questions the right of
Israel to exist. It is important to re-
member that many of the ethical
and religious beliefs upon which
Western society is founded came
out of the womb of Judaism. if Frank
Talk subscribes to the tenets of the
Judaeo-Christian heritage, how can
it be a party to casting aspersions on
Judaism?

JABU MGWAZI
Rockville, Soweto

Frank Talkis of the view that srael has
no right to exist, that the Westem
powers deliberately fried to salve
their consciences by creating the
Zionist state and by hounding the
indigenous pecple (the Arabs) out
of their motherand. Any genuine
revolutionary knows that the Israeli
regime is anillegitimate regime and
the Palestinian cause is a just one.

Minister Farakhan did not label
Judaism a eguﬁ“E:r religion”. This well-
orchestrated calumny against the
Minister emanates from the imperia-
list media. The Minister said the follo-
wing at the National Press Club Con-
ference: . . . When | made the
statement that Isroel had not had
any peace in 40 years and that she
will never have any peace because
there can be no peace structured
on injustice, lying, thievery, and de-
ceit using God's name to shield your
dirty religion or dirty practises under
His holy and righteous name this was
termed to be an attempt on my part
to discredit Judaism as a religion. . .
There seems to be an unwritten law
that lsrael and Jews cannot be cri-
ticized particularly by Blacks for any
one who does so must bear the

CONTINUED ON
PAGE 9



DEATH TO THE

There is an agreement that the coun-
try is undergoing a crisis. What is
dismaying is that there is no clearer
percepfion of such a crisis. Vanous
atternpts are being made by various
analysts to shed light on the state of
developments and there is an in-
creqsing expectation of change
among some of them. The subject of
change and crisis is both wide in
scope and topical and the danger
in handling the subject "might gen-
erate more heat than light”.

The liberal over-optimism of the past
5 rearing its ugly head again as
PW. Botha, the Executive President,
of the country increaseas his tempo of
making promises and conceassions.
Such over-optimism and baseless
hope would in the end be proved
wrong and dangerous to the destiny
of the Black people in this country.

in the backdrop of PW. Botha's
“sophisticated hypocrisy” a growing
list of political "blueprints for change™
5 being made by various academic
mercenares and elements whose
interests are tied to the status quo
— white supremacy and continued
white settier colonialism. We hope
the old anecdote of the Hundred
Years' War in Europe should not be
fulfiled in our country: “when the
parties finally got together for peace
negotiations nobody could remem-
ber what the war was all about or
how it had began — and further-
more, whatever the ornginal issues,
they were now imelevant to peace
negotiations™.

The real issues need not be clouded
or mystified. Oppression and exploi-
tation in our country are based on
class, race, and national oppression

and the character of the struggle is

xploited, the anfi-imperialist
and the imperialist and their local
agents. There is a convergence of
the national liberation struggle and
the class struggle. The exclusion of
Whiles in this siruggle is, therelore, non-
negofiable.

In essence “the national struggle”
should be the point of departure. All
indicators point towards a socialist
revolution and reconstruction. A co-
alition of different social classes of
the colonised in the should
adopt comect theoretical and ideo-
logical positions in order o con-
tend with the hislorical, economic
and social reality of the country.

The lesson in the words of Jesus Christ:
“He that is not with us is against me”
should inform our theoretical and

NATIONAL CONVENTION

The growing call for a Nafional Convention will reveal many sellouts The Feopke’s
Movernent howewver needs o be even mare vgilkant ogainst vipers in our bosom

practical positions. We need not be
hoaxed by those whose patemalistic
feudalism is covered in a see-
through dress of “participatory de-
mocracy” in liberal envisaged nom-
racial and multi-racial society. The
colonisers and colonised, and spe-
cifically “labour and capital may be
partners in theory, but they are ene-
rmies in fact”,

Those who believe that the Block
oppressed and exploited have a
stake in the present systern of colo-
niglism and imperialist pursuits are
placing imational hope in the rising
indignation of international imperia-
lists on development in this country.
They forget that imperialists and their
agents know no other interests but of
their own.

Those who believe in the legendary
round table, holds that a National
Convention can result in “co-
operafion and compromise” be-
tween the colonised and the coloni-
ser. A National Convention is there-
fore for a national conspiracy of “all
who share in the common objective
of creating a peaceful and prospe-
rous country with equal opportunity
for all”. Joyce Harris pointed out ina
lead-in paper presented to the 1975
Black Sash Conference in Cape
Town that the call for a National
Convention was first made by the
Black Sash in 1956 (Black Sash,
November 1975). In fact a similor
call was made earier,

The issues raised in the lead-in paper
are quite revealing. Fearing an ex-
plosive situation (total liberation of
the Black people) a National Con-
vention was seen to provide an “im-
mediate and positive measure to
defuse it and to create a climate
favourable to peaceful change”.
The concems for a National Conven-

=

’;Er‘; were emanating from the fact

at:
"The is foo much inequity. There is
foo much discnmination — now
euphemistically called differenti-
ation. There is foo much resent-
ment and foo much of its inevit-
able concomitant fear. There is
too much abuse of power”

“And there is foo little justice, foo
liffle regard for the rights and
dignity of the vast mass of the
people, foo litte attention paid
to their valid demands” (Black
Sash, November 1975 — empha-
sis mine).

The primary concern of the National
Convention proponents is therefore,
extending bourgeois democratic
rights to the Black masses. The ques-
fion to be asked is what is the basis
for such concem. There is an un-
founded argument that the coun-
try's capitalist system can under
a benevolent management team
satisfy the needs of the Black wor-
king class. Nothing is further from the
fruth. In a capitalist society private
ownership of property (by the few)
and a brutal pursuit of profit through
the exploitation of workers is the
ideal of the system.

As recent as 1980 the Black Sash co-
sponsored A Convention Move-
ment” which had the goal * to
demonstrate on as wide a basis as
possible, grassroots support for the
idea of holding a national conven-
tion where a new and acceptable
constitution can be negotiated”. The
Convention with no pre-conditions,
was proposad demanded a pledge
in a belief in negotiation. When was
the question of negofiation and con-
frontation setfied one may ask the
authors?



The debate on the confrontation or
accommodation dispute cannot be
resolved by those in disagreement
on the actual nature of the struggle.
The altermnatives available in prose-
cuting the national liberation strug-
gle in line with the aspirations and
interests of the Black majority in the
country is yet ancther field of dispute.
There is no doubt that the “employ-
ment of certain sort of consideration
(on the struggle and available alter-
natives) in itself, already support
either the confrontation or accom-
modation oriented thought”, there is
no middle course.

The brutal lesson gleaned or suppo-
sed to have been leamt by the pro-
ponents of negotiation is that ime-
spective of arguments, on the con-
trary all White political parties which
wish to acccommodate Blacks
would only allow it provided it would
not deprive them of their (Whites)
control. There is no :nv in which
those in a advantage
and privilege can voluntarily en-
ge in a process which must
ly and typically take the
form of a fransfer of power fo the
African population.”

Power sharing talk is the smoke-
screen aimed at hiding the concen-
tration of power in the hands of the
representatives of White seftler colo-
nialism in the country. Kwame
MNkrumah’s words of the caution to

his coun n are decisive in this
context: do know that never in
history has ent been

::d p-upi?tn ﬂ#ﬁlﬂﬂﬂ the

ona Hay

ic must come from us”. All
other “humanitarian” or "benev-
olent” gestures by the oppressor and
the exploiter will only make us "half
siaves and half free”. The success of
such measures rests on bribery and
comuption, both moral and factual,
of the forces against White seftler
colonialism and the mankilling rem-
nants of imperialism in the country.
Reform and concessions by the for-

At last, they’ve given

each other a chance.. 5

ces of oppression and exploitation is
a strategy which knows no law be-
yond its own interest and it is natural
that despite the pretentions of the
agents of imperialism to justice and
fair play, they always seek their
interests first.

The ideological and psychological
basis for the proponents of “the poli-
tics of the possible™ was almaost won
when the rulers distorted and misrep-
resented the historical reality of the
Black people in the country. The
White settler colonialists argues that
Black people are foreign to the Aza-
nian soil. That Black and White pec-
ple are fellow colonisers of Azania
and thus the land belongs to all,
Black and White. This mischievous
school textbook argument has al-
ready been tried elsewhere in Africa
with no measure of success. White
colonialists in Zimbabwe fried to tell
lies about the origin of the Zimbabwe:
ruins but new light by day is refuting
all their ideologically motivated
“archeoclogical and historical find-
ings" The land is the Black man's
in nce and all those who re-
main on the land must face this
reality.

Proponents of economic determin-
ismn theories are inclined fo believe

An aerial view of the Zmbabwe ruins. All that remains of an extensive city builf
between the 12th and 14th centurnies. It was the cenfre of a highly organised

and aeveloped civilisation
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that the status quo can destroy itself.
Without struggle they tend to sug-
gest that apartheid can be refor-
med by various economic pressures
made to bear on it. We are not naive
to underestimate the ability of the
systemn to adjust to such pressures in
order to facilitate and maintain itself.
We thus cannot assume that the
present economic crisis facing the
country has rendered the rulers in-
capable of employing “all measure
of political viclence and suppression
at his disposal, and to withdraw info
anarmed | ror ‘gamison state’in
the face of the threats from inside
and outside our borders™.

Those who are genuinely interested
in more than mere change should
interrogate all the relevant facts
around Reagan’s imperialist in-
fluence in the region, the March
1984 Nkomati Accords, and related
deals with “independent” neigh-
bouring countries. One must admit
that such accords and deals which
have been entered into reflects
power and its consolidation in favour
of the White settler colonialists.

Who has bewitched the liberals and
their careerist Marxists? Their call for
or guarded support of the "National
Convention Movement” is made in
the backdrop of increasing waming
fromn some sources that “the Natlio-
nal Convention will amount fo a
criminal of the working
classin iis le for a democra-
fic South Africa from exploita-
fion and oppression”. This is an echo
of what was clearly spelled out by
comrade George Wauchope in
1981 when he said: “There can be
no negotiation between non-
. Joyce Hamis and her fellow-
tfravellers need to take her obsernva-
tions seriously. How does one inter-
pret the following words: “Talks
between strength and weakness are
unsatisfactory and degenerate into
appeals, demands, complaints on
the one side, and acceptance, re-
iection, discrimination on the other”.
most re:::entwcmll lg% tt?w be taken
sariously too was spe us: "Only
free men can negoliate. Prisoners
cannot enter into contracts”
(RDM 11-2-85).

Preconditions that various groups
have laid down for a National Con-



Er'nplmt in the M:C 5 sﬂ:lndpolnf is
thefear that a national corvention
might actually amive at a formuia |
for SA's future that would differ
from the organisation’s dreams
and aspirations.

That alone might be good
enough reason fo convene one.

vention are all steering clear from
the question of “transfering com-
plete power and the land fo the
indigenous owners”. The Azanian
w|% Organisation (AZAPO) has

n uncompromising excep-
tion in this AEAPGQ wamed
that a National Cﬁnvanim based
on terms by various groups is “an
exercise in futility”,

In a broad-based summit of the
National Forum in 1984 where the
issue of the National Convention
was raised, delegatesagreed thata
Convention or accords can only
serve the interests of the rulers and
axploiters of the Black people. They
hold the prospects of deflecting, di-
verting, and subwverting the national
liberation struggle into mere civil
rights. The way ahead was seen as
lying in a constifuent assembly to let
the people decide for themselves.
The concept still begs further discus-
sion and clarification if it were not to
be abused and wulgerised like the
other concept "National Conven-
tion™ which is based within the Apart-
heid framework of national states,
the United Party’s racial federation,
and the so-called geographic fede-
ration of the PFP.

Reagan’s constructive eng it
is inspired by the notion held by the
ts of the accommodation/

negotiation approach of stru??
They both share an opinion th

south African Government can be
encouraged and persuaded to-
wards change, adaptation, toler-
ance., and a committed accept-
ance of the new, and employing the
new to one's own advantage. This
approach is based on rejection of
principle in favour of a compromise
strategy. It is not sumprising that as
early as 1970 President Felix
Houphouét-Boigny of the vory Coast
was quoted as saying “there is only
one weapon — negotfiation. We
hope to succeed by dialogue”. The
President went on to argue that
threats encouraged South Africa to
accumulate more arms, together
with a defensive reaction which
would be vented against the Black
States to the north. Dr Busia of Ghana
argued against the policies of force
and isolation in dealing with South
Africa. In December 1970 he ques-
fioned the wisdom of maintaining
these policies, and he indicated that
a policy of dialogue might be more
successful. The Lusaka Manifesto,
adopted in 1969 also expressed pre-

ference to ofiation imespective
of its support for the liberation
movement.

This harsh reality exposes the fact
that other countries see the great

potential of material benefits — the
frade, financial and technological
for their own countries and people. It
is therefore clear that these countries
are unlikely to endure continuous
hardship in support of a protracted
liberation struggle in Azania. Evi-
dence suggests these countries
would be quick to counsel that ours is
a “hopeless struggle” and thus urge
for the redefinition of the pumpose of
struggle. Intervention by a foreign
country in our favour is a misplaced
and dangerous delusion.

One observer of the South African
scene concluded that “Afrikaner
power in South Africa excludes and
aims o prevent the politics Df
tiation on a basis of equality’
Afrikaners will not engage in r::rw
genuine exercise to transfer power
and land to Black people without
being confronted by equal forces
who would leave the Afrikaner with
no other option than suicide.

The abowve has been stated only to
show that the long-held hope in the
influence of external pressure on
south Africa has its limitations and
demerits. It can influence our strate-
gies and tactics in a most funda-
rmental manner. The downfall of the
ICU's leadership in the 1920's can
precisely be fraced to the dispropor-
fions reliance on outside pressure
than the essential organisation of
the people inside the country. Inter-
national allies shall never be the
backbone of the national liberation
struggle essentially because free-
dom and emancipation can never
be imported and for that matter it
can never fall from the sky.

Thefact that our organisational base
ensures our strength, the enemy shall
do everything in the textbook to
divide and rule the oppressed and
exploited in Azania. Co-optation is
increasingly used by the systemn in
order to cushion itself from the angry
and determined blows of our peo-
ple. The emerging Black middle class
as well as the working class and its
organisations should do well to
?un::rd against the economistic lures.
he co-optation strategy tends to
axploit the tendency and inclination
among the oppressed towards im-
mediate matenal needs.

In the midst of all arguments, the
oppressed and exploited have a
challenge and a task to confront a
people who can still at this age
declare: “We have no guilt complex
about land which are o
fo commitied .
a
fosling of femporariess, and and uige
ihui nih-r le must decl
(Die Vaderand 8-
‘I-EE} Ths road ahead is long and
the connectionand tension be-
tween principles and facts of the
national liberation struggle should
be kept in its proper perspective. We
have to uphold the principles and
rmoral basis of our struggle and simul-
taneously take cognisance of essen-
tial facts which fomn the struggle.

In conclusion we must point out that
the latest concessions made by PW.
Batha in his parlioment are “nought
for our comfort”. Itwould be danger-
ous to interpret recent trends as
channels leading out of the wicked
rnp of the White settler colonialism.
here is nc}thin? new in making
empty promises fo the colonised of
this country. The optimism of the
1920's which was based on limited
advances flowing from conferences
organised by the Dutch Reformed
Churches, unofficial joint conferen-
ces, and other govemment-sponsor-
ed conferences and committee
hearings suffered a rude and painful
fate in the years following 1948. Deals
among various elites, “consociatio-
nal democracy” and other elite
theories of the rulers should be pro-
perly understood as a modemised
strategy to maintain the savage sys-
termn of national oppression, exploita-
tion, and white supremacy in the
country. There is an urgent need for
the liberation le to transcend
the limitations which led to one poli-
tical analyst to state: "The harsh rea-
lity is that while blacks limited them-
selves to constitutional protest, to
isolated industrial struggles. to civil
disobdience, they did not manage
to present a serious challenge to the
stafus quo”. it would bulr;ud if the
“armed protest” or guer le
should be designed fo meet

lenges limited fo the namow objec-
tives of a National Convectlion,




ELEPHANT BILTONG & %/ 2

It was the day of the big indaba. The
'ong-mooted “national” convention
was about to begin, and the venue
was thought to be as neutral as
anybody could get. It was Sun City
— the pleasure resort, not its jail ver-
sion near Diepkloof, Soweto.

In attendance were people from the
coloured House of Representatives,
others from the iIndian House of Dele-
gates (if they are Indians, why don’t
they go to Punjab?) and people
from the supreme Parliament where
only Makhulu-Baas and his volk sit.

Also seated at the table were some
of the biggest sell-outs the world has
ever known, some of whom even
Judas Iscariot would not have wan-
ted to be seen dead next to. But as
sell-outs go. these men went very far
and years of trading their own peo-
ple for the thirty pieces of silver had
obliterated any semblance of cons-
cience from their minds.

Also present was Joachim, in his
capacity as representative of
Mozombique. Whatever else precc-
cupied his thoughts, there was no
doubt that the subject of apples was
never very far from his mind.

Someone else represented Swazi-

land, and was so fawning that even

:u,rhkhulu—ﬁ'-ucs felt very ashamed at
imes.

And then there was Makhulu-Baas
himself, looking every inch as opp-
ressive and exploitative as he had
always been. He smiled hugely from
eqar to ear as he surveyed the motley
crowd assembled for his “national”
convention.

Makhulu-Baas cleared his throat
and swallowed quite a cupful of spit
in the process, and declared the
meeting open.

20 now, kérels, you say you want an
end to apartheid. Very well, though it
shows you do not read newspapers
regularly. Don't you remember that
a few years ago ou Piet, he of a mil-
lion promises, told Americans in Q
cublic speech that apartheid has
long been dead?”

He glanced around the room to see
if anyone wanted to challenge the
statement. Instead, Luke lifted up his
nand in support and actually said
the fact that a multiracial crowd was
gathered under one roof at Sun City
showed apartheid was not only
ouried but its corpse had long been
devoured by the worms.

Lennie from down south also raised
his hand, and Makhulu-Baas tumed
to him and said: “Yes, Len. | see you
want to say something. Why, man,

W

A

/
¥

by
o N '

_'_’(ﬁ

{l

Al

IR

K |
o o e
e st ‘.':&H-:."--.*h': TR e AT

?

I
¥ II'I|l|

g ﬂ"'-q-::-li‘ e

vou look quite smart in that suit and
it almost makes you look like a twin
brother of Patrick’s over here.”

Lennie took exception to being
compared with Patrick, whom he
loathed because it was generally
accepteda collaborators that
Patrick was the stupidest and ugliest
of the bunch.

It must be mentioned here that the
suit Makhulu-Baas spoke about was
one of several he had offered for the
lackeys. so that they must be nicely
dressed for the occasion. The suits
were made by patients of Loskop
Mental Asylum, who because of their
state of mental health, had sewn
trouser legs where sleeves should
nave been on the jackets and by
the same token had placed jaocket
sleeves where the legs should have
been on the trousers.

But such had been the pleasure of
the collaborators at attending the
gathering — making history, as
Makhulu- s termed it — that they
had not been in the least bothered
by their state of dress, which made
them look every inch a bunch of
priceless asses.

When Lennie took too long to state
his objections to being compared
with Patrick, a coloured member of
the House of Representatives rose on
a point of order and said Lennie was
out of order. The coloured was
seconded in his view by an Indian,
and Makhulu-Boas ordered Lennie
fo sit down.

"As you can see, this is a very impom-
tant and representative convention
to discuss our problems,” proceeded
Makhulu-Baas. “We have here peo-
ples of diffrent cultures, peoples
from the three pahlaments, from the
Native Reserves — sorry, | mean ban-
tustans. No. | mean homelnds. Hey,

8

what am | talking about? | mean we
also have here today peoples from
TE; national and independent
states.”

The delegates laughed heartily, and
eagerly pointed out that it was
Makhulu-Baas who was behind the
times. How could he talk about
Native Reserves, bantustans, home-
lands, national and independent
states when those had been dead
ages ago? The "in” thing was black
states, they reminded him.

"Oh yes, oh yes, you are right. There
are Nno more bantustans and Native
Reserves, or anything of the sort,” he
said and the motley crowd of par-
ticipants yea-yead in unison, and it
was time to pass to the next iterm on
the agenda.

The Swazi delegate rose on a point
of order before the next item. He
wanted to praise Makhulu-Baas, but
did not know where to begin. 5o he
chose to extol Makhulu-Baas' talents
Qs a statesman.

“Your speech reminds me,” said the
Swazi, "of the occasion when the
other Makhulu-Baas gave us an ele-
phant to slaughter for our young
Crown Prince. It was such a lovely
speech he gave, telling us how to
make elephant biltong in the good
old-fashioned Karoo manner.”

Here Joacquim saw his chance, and
seized it. He told of the time when six
million tons of apples arrived in
Maopute, and said he had never
heard in his entire life a speech as
beautiful as that delivered by
Stephanus Gerhadus Johannes
F’og%?n poel at the ceremony when
the fruit was handed over,

The Indian from the House of Dele-
gates thought it was now open seo-
son for general comments, and said
had the Swazis consulted him when



they made their elephant biltong he
could have freely supplied them hot
chilli from the cayenne plantations
of Bangladesh. It would have made
all the world of difference to the
biltong.

A coloured from the House of Repre-
sentatives said Mozambique should
have consulted him about how to
make nice apple chutney, and Pat-
rnick said the fat worms his followers
plucked from Mopane trees in the
Northern Transvaal were something
out of this world. Whereupon Lennie
said the biltong would have gone
down well with "umngusho” — the
mealie samp from down south
where it was the staple diet.

Makhulu-Baas called for order, and
soid the meeting should move to
item three on the agenada.

“Kérels, we can all sing together but
we can definitely not talk together.
Now Mr Tanabhai, you said somet-
hing about hot chilli from the planta-
tions of Bangladesh. Where is that
place? Surely not in some comer of
the Free State, because you know
g‘aeﬂlw Mr Tanabhai,” said Makhulu-
.

The delegate thus addressed gave
all assurances that Bangladesh was
as far from the Free State as could be

imagined, and reaffimed his total
obedience to the laws which ensu-
red a liy-white Free State.,

Five hours later the convention was
over, but a few important resolutions
had been unanimously adopted.

= The first was that, in the interest of
good neighbourliness, next time an
elephant was donated to Swazilond
that country should contact
Mr Tanabhai for hot chilli from the
plantations of Bangladesh.

* The second, based on mutual frade
and the interdependence of all the
people of the subcontinent, each
time Mr Tanabhai was approached
for hot chilli from Banglodesh he
should also remind Lennie to provide
rmealie samp from down south.

* The third, taking cognisance of the
constellation of states policy. requi-
red Mr Stephanus Gerhadus Johan-
nes Poggenpoel of the Apple Board
to be appainted chief PRO (peris-
hables division) to camy on with his
excellent speeches each time
apples amved in Maputo.

» The fourth, recognising the need for
vital economic growth in the region,
gave Patrick of the Northem Trans-
viaal full support to grow plantations
of Mopane trees from which fat

worms would be plucked.

» The fifth and final resolution gave
Makhulu-Baas unwavering support
for his statemanship, and thanked
him hundredfold for the beautiful
suits he had dressed some collabo-
rators in. In his vote of thanks.
Makhulu-Baas promised the men
more clothes frorn the skilful hands of
the inmates of Loskop Mental Asy-
lum and said in cases of emergency
he would ask the patients of Kop-
draai Psychiatric Hospital to assist.

Three days later a worldwide mes-
sage which was issued from the
White House in Washington, was
beamed to millions of homes on
television and was also printed in
hundreds of thousands of news-

papers.

It was brief but simple: "The Reagan
Administration once more reiterates
its total belief in the South African
government's intentions for real
change. It is for this reason that the
Administration pledges its total sup-
port for Pretoria, because the natio-
nal convention just ended In Sun
City has once more shown how vifal
and effective our policy of construc-
tive engagement with South Africa
5.
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burden of being called an anti-
semite . . . Block political, civic and
religious leaders who repudiated me
on the basis of a lie without ever con-
tacting me or getting my words to
find out what | actually said run the
risk of being looked upon as pawns
of Jewish leaders and Jewish inte-
rests and therefore cannot lead in
the best interests of Black people.
The religious scholars and scientists
who advised presidents and poli-
ticians have gravely misunderstood
the scriptures where Israel is concer-
ned and have misapplied these
scriptures to justify taking land from
the Palestinians by force and they
used these same scriptures o jusfify
America’scontinued support of Israel
... We can prove that the Israel that is
the creation of the Zionists with the
help of England and America is not
the fulfilment of Divine prophecy
and has no Divine power behind it
and before too many days pass it will
prove to be the destruction of the
power of the Westem world”

Frank Talk subscribes only to the heri-
tage of Black Consciousness and to
the revolutionary culture of the opp-
ressed and the exploited of the
globe.)

FARRAKHAN

» | was glad to read Minister Louis
Farakhan's address in Frank Talk
Volume 1 Number 5 page 14, The
Minister's strongest call is for unity

and for all Black groups in the USAto
talk to each other and link up In a
united front.

s it not high time that AZAPO took
the same initiative as the Nation of
Islarm and sat at a table with the UDF
and Inkatha? We cannot afford divi-
sions which the white oppressor can
exploit, especially when it spills over
into Black-on-Black vioclence as in
the numerous clashes between UDF
and Inkatha and between AZAPO
and the UDF. | am firmly of the view
that responsible leadership in the
liberation movement has a positive
duty to unite all the warring factions
and make sure that all our energies
are hamessed against the common
enamy.

ERIC YAWA
Mdantsane, East London

“ZANJI" DEROGATORY

» George Wachope's explanation of
the meaning of the word “Azania”
( Frark TalkVolurme 1 Number 5 page
/) fails to mention that the word

anyl is a derogatory term for Black
people used by Arab slave-traders.
Thus the name 'Azania’ actually cele-
brates racist terminology and nega-
tion of the hurman beingness of Black
people.

It is a well-known fact that the Arabs
enslaved many Black Afrcans. can
we afford a name for a liberated
South Africa which has such ugly
connotations?

DELIA LAING
Kuils River, Cape Town

?

« The arogant attitude that is so cho-
racteristic of the Botha regime in ifs
attitude to the aspirations of the
black working class in this country
seems to have found a home in the
Manenberg, BBSK and Parkwood
Tenant’s Association.

On the one hand the Botha regime
has made the black working class
suffer under the avalanche of anti-
working class legislation it has pro-
pounded over several decades. The
black working class has struggled to
find its feet and at most times it has
expressed itself against the ruling
class and its puppets by sponta-
neous violent action. An example
would be in the anti-rent protests in
the Vaal Triangle in which the regi-
me's puppets — the community
councillors — were murdered and

their properties destroyed.

On the other hand a group of intel-
lectuals that has grown up in wor-
king class environments seeks fo
treat the black working class in this
and nei?hb-ouring countries, with
discain. This little group considers
itself a “super-revolutionary” force
that takes “super-revolutionary”
theory and attempts to mould reality
to it. This group has cast its theory
upon Mozambique and because
Mozambigue has not fitted into its
snide categories, this group con-
demns Frelimo’s efforts in
Mozambigue.

CONTINUED ON
PAGE 30



The hypocritical capitalist world has
a marvellous ability to fashion and
twist concepts according to its own
convenience. Bourgeois demaocracy
employs the finest sounding rhetoric
to justify living off the shrinking hides
of the downtrodden and the oppres-
sed. It strives to re the oppres-
sed to another world, o be “discove-
red” whenever "philanthropists”
want 1o feel virtuous.

OBJECTIVITY

The capitalist world makes far too
much of the "objectivity” of the
media. Let us accept that any jour-
nalist of the name would
never d the facts and would
reat facts as sacred. This is mainly
because facts speak for themsel
ves. However, itis common place toig-
nore facts which are uncomfortable
to the journalist's or the manage-
ment’s world-view and to marshall
those “facts” together which would
suit their predilections and biases.

Social analysis lacks the precision of
mathematics. it is virually impos-
sible foriwo observers from different
social classes to amive at the same
mﬂuﬂm gmﬂu same set ﬁ

because r perceptions
reality are lolally different.

The quest for objectivity and the
farce of “investigative joumalism”
parallel the unending search for cer-
tainty- an illusion in the natural
sclences let alone to the world of
social or political research.

The English language press in South
Africa favours the free enterprise sys-
tern. This is its choice of ethics and
informs its interpredation and analy-
sis. As the Afrikaner establishment
moves towards endorsing “non-ra-
cial capitalism” also, the differences
between the English and the Afri-
kaans media becomes miniscule.

It was in 1980 that the MEDIA WOR-
KER'S ASSOCIATION OF SOUTH AF-
RICA (Mwasa) rightly pointed out
that every joumalist is condemned
to make a choice and that Mwasa

needs fo create its own value-System
bereft of the smokescreen of liberal
jargon. (Kwasa January 1981 at 6).
To quote Ameen Akhalwaya: "The
challenge Mwasa throws to the me-
dia is to re-define the value system
enshrined by the media and fo re-

mmuhﬂuwnnﬂndlngm.:
norms rather than perpetuati
values of the West in an n

enviroment. What black joumalists
want is for the media fo realize that
Blacks refuse fo be co-opted info
the media system of the West but
prefer those moral imperatives
w;l;?rzﬂhnﬂ :Ihct the ideals and
a ons of people seeking an
altlemative fo a decadent and dying
Weslem culture." Mwasa dedicated
itself to "commitment joumalism”, to
BC rather than "the reformist patch-
work of the liberals”, (Ibid)

The weakness in that stand by Mwa-
sa was also perceived by Akhal-
waya: "In the final analysis, the ques-
tion is not whether the media cught
to be objective but which interest
group confrols the media and for
what purpose. It is imperialism and
Capitalism which control the media
and such a controlled media will not
tolerate any point of view which truly
articulates the aspirations
of the colonized and the enslaved.

Congress

No issue illustrates this better than
the treatment of the principled stand
faken by AZAPQ against the visit of
that representative of the "Demo-
cratic” brand of Yankee imperialism,
Edward "Ted” Kennedy. The action
against the proposed visits of Ken-
nedy and the Reverend Jesse Jack-
son was in line with the following
resolution adopted at the Retreat
Congress on 18 December 1984
This th Congress of AZAPQO;
Moting the proposed visits of Ed-
ward Kennedy and Jesse Jackson
to South Africa;
And noting further that such visits
only give credit to the settler re-
gime and further imperialist de-
signs, [Resolves that:
1. The visits of Edward Kennedy

THE MEDIA

by Vanesco Mafora

and Jesse Jackson are not in the
interests of the Azanian people:
2. Suchvisits can only take place
on the clearmandate of the Black
people of Azania,

This resolution was hardly a surprise
at the AZAPO Congress in view of the
very first solidarty message read.
That message was from the African
National Reparations Crganization
(ANRO). Mikail Alimu wrote:
"Pro-capitfalist Black leaders like
Jesse Jackson, Benjamin Hooks
and Andrew Young have been
stunned by the Democratic Par-
y's sound defeat. These so-called
leaders are without an indepern-
dent black political program or
direction leaving our people con-
fused and, consequently, open to
nec-colonial Black leadership.
This is a critical moment in our
profracted struggle against na-
tional oppression and imperialist
exploitation. This is true for our
whether iving in Azania or
the Unifed States.”
(ftalics mine.)

Minister Louis Famakhan, the guest
speaker, ouflined in no uncerfain
ferms that Black Americans rejec-
fed the wo-foced beast of Ame-
rican Mﬂwn The Democratic

mmmhw
can version demonsirafes a snar-
ling, fascist millfary visage.

Reasons

AZAPO made it a point to contact
Bishop Desmond Tutuwho had exten-
ded the invitation to Edward Ken-
nedy. On 3 January 1985, Bishop Tutu
admitted that he made a mistake in
inviting Kennedy without canvassing
the views of pecple's organizations
and assured AZAPO that he under-
stands it's stand, Tutu remarked that
he had extended the invitation on
the spur of the moment,

Kennedy himself admifted that he
had not canvassed the views of
Black organizations on his infended
visit at a meeting of joumalists on /
January. He angrily remarked: "fan-

I AW PLERSED WITH THS
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nounced my fp mweeksc.?o

did Azapo not write and fel msnor
to come?”(Maud's Word, Star Africa
12 Janaury 1985) Awhite racist at his
arogant best. Note that he says
“announced” his visit — he would
have come with or without Tutu's
approval.

Faced with the announcement of
Kennedy’s itinerary which included
a series of public meetings, AZAPO
announced its reasons for rejecting
the Kennedy visit in two press relea-
ses (3 January and & January ). Brie-
fiy, these reasons were:
» Kennedy was engaged in a cam-
paign to use the South Afncan issue”
as a plank in his platform to win the
1988 Presidential Elections. Azanians
believe that both the Democratic
Party and the Republican Party have
never done anything to benefit the
liberation struggle and refuse fo
the remnants of ilemational
falism on their shoulders.
* Teddy Kennedy is an inextricable
%rf of the Kennedy clan. Joseph
trick Kennedy ("Papa Joe") pro-
vided the money, the power and the
vision for his nine children to carve a
nefarious empire. Kennedy is an avo-
wed capifalistwho could only come
fo South Africa fo encourage shabi-

ity and not real change.

» Kennedy must be seen as a repre-
sentative of the Derocratic Party
and the liberalism of his brother Pre-
sident John Fitzgerald Kennedy (JAK)
and Robert (Bobby) Kennedy. This
constitutes a horrifying background.
The Central Irhlll

CIA) plofied the murders of revolu-

Malcolm X) w.l k
alicolm - ackKson,
Kwame Nkrumah

'I'III‘IIEIII'I
1'1'2'...‘1-.“ '&'ﬁ'.mm' o '33
a
hnmrdurﬂm

and engineered the of Pi
ﬂu:cn as well as the lmmon Ig
Vielnam war and the escalation of
the Middie East warand the h-
fer of le in Ceniral and
America. believes that mur-
derous imperialists can never be
allies of the Azanian people.

» There is a concerted aftempt to sell
the idea of a National Corwvention. It
fits this diabolical strategy to propa-
%e the idea that Reagan’s con-

ctive engagement policy and
not American ;:II"I[:HI'ICI“E.I"T‘L itself is our
enermy. AZAPO is commilled o desiroy-
ing the National Convention sira-
fegy and creating a free, socialist
Azania.
» Kennedy is on record as saying that
his visit to South Africa was intended
to show to the “pecple of South
Africa” that the South African -
ment "is an enemy of the West and
all that the the West stands for”

MNatal Mercury 28 'I‘;J;:wamber ‘1%
the visit of this CIA agent was inno-
cent.

» Black Americans have had to suffer

(Malcolm X) Che Guevara

Kwame Nkrumah Patrice Lumumba

under the whip of successive Repu-
blican and mocratic govern-
ments and consider Kennedy as just
another slave-master.

» The Azanian people do not need
Ilmm I'rumﬂntll:mud. m are
q capable ng r own
baffies and they decide whom
o invite and when.

In other words, AZAPO was putting

into practice its oft-repeated mMaxim

that the le nst

is only the for a

ﬂluggh against the monolith of ra-
uﬂluln'puin-

Il'wrl nnodl fo be extirpated root

and branch from Azanian soil.

Given thase reasons, it came as no
surprise that the impenalist media
chose not to publish AZAPO's req-
sons but rather to record AZAPO's
demonstrations against Kennedy
and take every opportunity to hurl
abuse at the authentic People’s
Movement.

Black Press

Leading this infarmous crusade were
those representatives of the Afrikaner

astablishment, the Perskor group
(which controls the major Afrikaner
newspapers) via their mouthpiece
City Press. Percy @oboza in his
columns of CP devoted themsehves
to a virulent anti-AZAPO campaign.

Let us lay to rest the myth that there is
a Black press in Azania. The major
newspapers directed at the Black
community are owned by capitalist
giants South African Associated New-
papers (SAAN), Argus and Perskor.
The so-cal Black press rnpu

Red Herrings

It is significant that few newspapers
bothered to challe AZAPO's req-
sons for rejecting Kennedy. All of
them chose to concentrate on red
hermrings in order to fan the flames of
hysteria and hostility amongst the
ranks of Black people. Let usfocuson
a few of these:

+ “Today it is acknowledged that
AZAPQ is the most important rep-
resentative of the tradition of the
banned PAC— although itempha-
sizes ifs independence from the
PAC. "(Rapport, Vaderiand 15 Jan

Azzpo can only repeat that it
owes allegiance fo nobody ex-
ceptthe Black masses of Azania.
“For the first fime in ifs seven-year
history, the small, radical Azanian
People’s Organization (AZAPQ),
found ifself on the side of the
ruling white Afrikaner National
Party and feted in the pro-
govemmemt press and on stafe-
run television for protesting Ken-
nedy’s visit.” (Boston Gl 14
January 1985 see also "Percy’s
tch”, CP 13 January 1985, Letters
to CP 30 Jonuary 1985, “Zisha
Ngani” Natal Witness Echo 17
January 1985, cartoon in Rand
Daily Mail January 16, 1985)

The notion that AZAPQ is a tiny orga-
nization without mass support shows
the capitalist media caught in its

own trap; they have consistently at-

T SEEMS WE FEEL
THE SAME WAY ABOUT
THOSE LEFT WING BusyBodES




ternpted toignore AZAPO's existence
and bacuusfzm they mhc:we done ﬂ'lﬁ's,
t claim s NO popular
mﬁg‘:)m‘r. AZAPO is under no delu-
sions: AZAPO is no paper tiger, it does
not perform circus tricks for the
media.

Much mileage has been made of
the media publicizing an Organiza-
tion it has hither to ignored. Surely
that says more about the double
standards of the media than about
the Crganization concemed!

We may add that when the Conser-
vative Party %CPF? ressive
Federal Party (PFP), Azapo, the Uni-
ted Democratic Front (UDF) and the
Herstigte Nasionale Party (HNP) all
rejected the ticameral parliament,
nobody even whispered about an
alliance between these diverse
groups. AZAPO does not believe ina
knee-jerk fashion. We refuse fo be
enslaved to the exdent of doing the
opposite of whatever the oppressor
does. People who behave in a knee-
jerk fashion will always be slaves

« "If Senator Edward Kenneady's visit
was suspicious, | doubt whether
Winnie Mandela would have piayed
host fo him arf Brandfort.” (Letter to
CP. 30 January 1985).

There is a disturbing fendency to
personalize issues and pit the beha-
viour and views of individuals against
the principled stand of the authentic
People’'s Moverment. One can only
echo Comrade Pule Richard
w&:ﬂ la ;@ mr’::uard of
CIass as
the struggle and not any infellec-
tually malnourished politi-
cians whether he be from America
or right here in Azania. | can't see
myself calling SenarorKennedy ‘com-
rade’just because he went fo Mzimb-
lope Hostel just because he chose
fo sleep in Soweto (and we can'tbe
fooled he immu-
m the areas act does not
him). He can't be my corm-
e just becouse he speaks out against
apartheid."No, he can’t be my com-
rade when millions of Black people
undergo the same suffening as us
nght there in America. Black
cant have comrades’ in the Whifte
house. If there is any Uncle Sam or
Uncle Tom who agesires fo be the
Azanian people’s comrade, then he
should emptly out the coffers wiih
which he has enrniched himself from
s the blood of the oppressed
pecle and abroad; then | can
reconsider my position and lam sure
the Black will do the same. |
am against any formof liberal sweef
talk especially when that sweef talk
comes from a person who has senous
connections with global impenialismm,
racism and capitalism. To shout
heavy political s is not good
enough: fo hug Tutu, Boesak and
W:nme Mandela is not %”r:'t:f e-
ough. We want fo see
Wammmm
servilude; we want
.b hoar the call for the overall frans-
formation from capiialism into socio-

® ("Open Lefter to Mr Percy
Qoboza, 15 January 1985 see
Muslirm News Page 20 January 1985)
« "It is fime AZAPO piped down. Who
said Senator Kennedy was here fo
liberate this counfry? Kennedy and
his hosts know he cannot change
this couniny's polifical system. He was
here to see things for himself, AZAPO
shouldn’t use this visit fo boost their
ailing polifical image.” ( Letter to CF,
30 January 1985),

Percy Qoboza wrote his column on
13 January 1985 under the revealing
banner. "Our fate may hinge on
what Kennedy fells US. ”In the same
coiurn, Sobora pontificoted: Thedeso
sense of hurt, as judged by the letfers
newspapers have been receiving on
AZAPO's protesfs against Kennedy-
and, therefore, implication, Tulu-
should make s leadership
take stock of ifs pronfies.” This is
significant in the light of the CF's let-
ter columns in the weeks following
this column and in the light of the
fact that leftters submitted by AZAPO
members and supporters to CPwere
never published.

« "As someone who was politically
baptised by BC | feel compelled fo
comment whether the dignity of B.C.
is ikely to be damaged . . . | hate fo
regard AZAPQO as a tue BC move-
ment- especially because it was for-
med affer a ban on all BC iZa-
tions in 1977.. . . AZAPQO also failed fo
play a role in profecting the dignity
of Black people. One must always
have the Black peopie in mind when
doing something- instead of doing
things that belitfle Biacks. “(Lettersto
CP, 27 January 1985).

As if to underline the point that these
letters were carefully concocted in
the nothermn suburos, there is a dra-
wing of the late Comrade Steven
Biko with the caption "BC’s Steve
Biko” and a drawing alongside of
Comrade Imrann Moosa with the
caption "ALAPO's Imraan Moosa™
sic;). The attempt to suggest that
has deviated from the basic
principles of BC is totally unsubstan-
tiated and needs to be rejected with
utter contempt. We may add that
Black pride asserts itself in those
ise the Imperialist thr-
eat and work fo combat if. Those
who consort with blood sucking
imperialists surely lack human dig-

nity.

'I'!ed believe you me, | think AZAPO
is behaving like a bunch of small
boys. It seemns that whenever the UDF
is involved, they rush through fo
discredit. without first thoroughly
studying the merits of the issue”
(“Zisha Ngani” by Khaba Mkhize,
Natal Witness Echo, 17 January
1685)

It is certainly news to us that the UDF
invited Kennedy. The UDF issued a
staterment supporting Kennedy's visit
on 4 January, insisted that they had
not invited him on the 5 January and
published a list of pre-requisites to

Kennedy including thefollowing:
» that he does not meet Gover-
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ment and homeland leaders.
* that he meets Nelson Mandela.
Only when Kennedy had failed to
meet these conditions, did the
UDF again support his wvisit (9
January). Writes David Breier: "A
stormy UDF Wesfern Cape gene-
ral councll meefing this week
refused to associate with the
Kennedy visit. As a resulf, senior
LIDF executives were absent from
the stage during the public meet-
ng in Athlone. Recalcifrant UDF
ferm cape executives refused
fo allow the meeting fo be held
under UDF auspices. .. The crowd
wias singuilarly cool fo Senator Ken-
nedy himself. They were parficu-
larly quiet when Senator Kennedy
denounced those who foolishly’
freated the Soviet Union and ifs
satellite stafes as a model Sena-
for Kennedy was effectively snub-
aaCh 1o rowd 2 8 800
, C sang a song
expressing solidanty for the Cuban
and Soviet pecple. This attitude is
seenasas reaction fo the
visit by the politician."{Sunday
Star 13 January 1985; see also
Sunday Times 13 January 1985)
We salule the organiza-
tion within the UDF who
the Kennedy visit as as the
leadership of the National Union
Mineworkers ) andihe Federa-
tion of South nde-I.lrions
ﬁ“ TU) who did nottumu

offices olihe Councilof Unions

ﬂmmtm

... Alfempts fo persuade the Sena-
for not fo support disinvestrment will
uffimately be in vain.”(Patricia Che-
ney and Eﬂg Joseph: see also John
Matisonn in Sunday Express January
13 1985 " . . This does not mean
there will be blanket sanctions. What
there will be is a few more slices off
the salami . . .”; (Gary van Staden in
the Star:) “The businessmen wailed
with breath for the Senafor's
reply, his stand on disinvesiment - it
never came.” Die Vaderland 15
January 1985)

There was a deliberate attempt to
suggest that Ted Kennedy supports
disinvestment. However, Kennedy
expressed support for selective
disengagement (Sunday Express 13
January 1985) which implies that he
was very careful to protect his own
business interests.

« 'If the Senafor expected fo find a
black oppressed mass on one side
and a bunch of smug white cppres-
sors on the other with no further issues
complicafing the maffer, he was
badly briefed ™ (Gary van Staden:
"Kennedy: Circus or Boon?” Star; see
also Dialy News 7 January 1985 and
18 January 1985)

While van Staden’s comment isa fair
one, it must be mn thﬁ context of
the bogey of ‘5 Q agad anti-
whiteism raised by E% Daily

Dispatch January 4 1985; Letter m
CP 27 Janaury 1985; Citizen 24
January 1985,



We find it quite unnecessary, even
on charitable grounds, to repeat our
commitment to anti-racism. The
spectre of anti-whiteism is raised to
cloud issues. Zahed Cachalia re-
marked on Capital Radio (14
January 1985) that AZAPO would
not protest against Jackson because
he is Black. He caustically added
that this is the way that is the way
that AZAPO operates. Needless to
say, AZAPO's message to Jackson
was crystal clear; come and aftend
Tutu's installation as Bishop of Johan-
nesburg but do not engage yourself
in communitty controversies. Jack-
son made a telephone call to AZAPO
Prasident Ishmael Mkhabela on 9
January 1985 asking if it was advisa-
ble for him to come to SA AZAPO
had already made it's stand clear
GQ BjﬂCHSDHJS proposed wvisit in June
1 .

meremresnanmﬂpor
fem who think the Senator is doi
good job . . .” (Peter Sullivan, T-:::r
January 13, ‘1?85 see also Rand Mail
11 January 1985; City Press 20
January 1985),

Journalists participated in a blatant
attempt to divide AZAPO members
over a tournst. There was no division
whatsoever in AZAPO over this issue;
it was a Congress decision and Con-
gress is AZAPO’s highest policy-
making instrument. A subfle atfermnpt
to suggest dissent within AZAPO over
the Kennedy issue was a story entit-
led "Cooper steps down as AZAPO
leader” in the Sunday Times 13
January 1985. This story appeared
between two other stories- one con-
taining AZAPO's stand on Kennedy
and another containing AZAPO’s
stand against Jackson. As Comrade
poinis out, AZAPO is com-
mitted fo the of collective
leadership and does not folerate
leadership cults and his commit
ment fo AZAPO decision is
fotal and unwavering
«" The (Jackson) associate said that
people had the right fo protest but
he wondered how AZAPO could
think Senator Kennedy was the pro-
blemn. | think they have picked the

target., he said (Star, see
miw News 10 January 1985).

AZAPO haod very good reasons to
choose Kennedy as a Target. Anton
Harber wrote in the Rand Daily Mail
(12 January 1985) that the Kennedy
tour was an eloborate, costly affair,
but the US GOVERNMENT paid
the bill for Kennedy and his staff. 5o
much for the differences between
Reaganism and the Democratic
Party. We are hardly unfair when well
call the Kennedy tour a ClA-spon-
sored whitewash.

“What is WWWQ? s the increqa-
smg evidence black extremists
who profess strong opposition fo
capitalism and free enferporise” . .
llshnp Tutu and Dr Allan Boesak . .
in London as mode-
m!l:l who want a non
racial, selement fo
the South African sifuation while

(AZAPO) seeks Marxisi-lype worker
power in a socialist stafe. Whatever
white South Afmcans think of Bishop
Tutu, Dr Boesak or the Zulus” Chief
&afsha Buthelezi, many moderates
in Britian and Europe, not to mention
America, see them as the last of o
generafion prepared fo tiate a
seftlerment with the white man. In
some areas, the Afican National
Congress is seen in the same
moderate confext as an organisa-
tion that has reluctantly tumed fo
the East for arms and support only
because the West has said No'”
s.lﬂhn D'Oliveria, Star 16 January

Q85; see also "My View” by Allister
Sparks ir. the Star 16 January 1985
and Sparks "Anti-Americanism gains
in South Africa” Washington Post
Anthony Lewis Bosfon Globe 12
January 1985)

HROM TOP TO BOTIOM: appearing
with Kennedy: Bishop Tutu,

&atsha Buthelezi:

Feverend Boesak.

Time will tell about the rightness
or wrongness of the perceptions of
D'Olivena, but this article indicates
that the capitalist media knew the
1Issues involved and especially the
thrust towards the National Conven-
tion only toowell. Nobody canargue
that the anti-AZAPO campaign
launched by the media was any-
thing but deliberate.

» "Biko’s followers once had the repu-
tation of being the most sophistica-
ted of South Africa’s Biack politicians
— but if they believed Kenne-
dy’s was in South Africa fo win the
1988 Presidenfial elections) they
must have have become foo cons-

iomﬂz clever for their movement's

(Anthony Delius Nafal Wit-

nNess 2-!1 Jﬂnuuw 1985)
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Of course, Frederick Cleary (Star 5
January 1985) argued that it was
quite possible that Teddy Kennedy
would be President in 1988, Cleary
mentions the pressure on Ted to
‘pick up the fallen standard of the
farmily ambitions.” Percy Qoboza
even advised those who shook
hands with Kennedy not to wash
them until 1988 (Percy's Itch CP 6
January 1985) In any case, AZZAPO
loses nothing if Kennedy does nof
stand for President in 1988: he re-
mains a high-profile representative
of Impernalism.

« "(AZAPQ's) BC concem has been
rather overshadowed by its socialism
in recent years” (Financial Mail
January 18 1985 at page 48)

‘Neville Alexander, a socialist intel-
lectual who served 10 years on
Robben lsland . . . . is largely respon-
sible for the ideological change in
AZAPQ, incormporating a class analy-
sis into ifs policy. which has been
based entirely on race.” (Allister
Sparks "Anti-Americanism gains in
South Africa”, Washingfon Fosf)

AIAPO’s very first ress and the
preamble to its onempha-
sized its race-class and com-

analysis

mitted it to socialism. The likes of
Alexander (who is nofa member of
the BCM) have not confributed any-
thing fo s analysis that race
is a class determinant and that the
Black working class is the vanguard
of the struggle for liberation.

= "It is a basic principle of any sfrug-
gle that you do not create enemies
ouf of people. Instead you reduce
foes and multiply frends . . . . It is
difficult to resist the conclusion that
the demonstrators were planted
agents of the enemies of the libera-
ton stuggle in South Africa The
urgent issue in South Africa is not
socialism versus capitalism. It is the
elimination of minority rule and
apartheid "( The Sunday Mail Januo-
ry 20, 1985)

AZAPO does not accept this super-
ficial and patemalistic analysis of
the problem in Azania. It does not
surprise us that this analysis 15 spe-
wed out by Willie Mushararwa, who
would have been the Minister of
( Dis)information had the Zimbabwe
African People’s Union ( ZAPU) taken
power in Zimbabwe, ZAPU has con-
clusively proved itself an enemy of
the liberation struggle in Zimbabwe
It is the Azanian people who will
decide the priorities oftheir shruggle

and not any effete polifician.

It is to be noted that the ANC has
also dubbed the AZAPO protests as
“immature™ "Nobody who 1§ sefiou-
sly working for a democratic South
Africa could possibly be against the
visit in South Africa of man like Ken-
nedy — who has spoken out cor-
rectly on some of fhe buming issues
in our society and who has concent-
rated his wisit around these issues.”
(CP13 January 1985) Rt is a pity that
we have fo repeat a basic tenet of



BC fo people who should know bet-
fer: we do not need K , Rea-
gan, Chemenko or the Pope fo libe-
rate us - we are our own libercaiors.

* "Senator Edward Kennedy's Soweto
appearance was wrecked by AZAPD
demonstrators yesterday. And
churchmen and UDF figures had fo
ward off angry sections of the 2500-
strong crowd bent on aftacking the
demonstrators. Inan atfermpt to save
the meeting. Nobel Peace Frize
Winner Bishop Desmond Tutu war-
ned the profestors they were helping
the system. He declared: The system
is determined that this meeting
should be disrupted | don't want fo
give the systemn that joy. The systemis
not foolish. It knows how fo use us
against ourselves.'Bishop Tutu foock a
vorfe among the audience on whe-
ther to give Senator Kennedy a hea-
ring. Only about 120 members of the
Azanian People s Organisation sfood
fo vote No' The rest of the crowd
gave a vociferous go-ahead.
immediately thereafter part of the
crowd threaftened to engulf the de-
monstrators at the front of the hall,
but were blocked and dissuaded by
community leaders including the
UDF's Frank Hikane (sic) and Jabu
Ngwenya and the South African
Council of Churches Torn Manthata,
Af this point Bishop Tutu announced
the meefing would be abandoned,
1 have saaly o announce In my own
community that we cannot receive
a visitor because the system is afraid

KENNEDY
BARED
IN
SOWETO

of that wsitor,” he said Bishop Tufu
added that he was deeply sadde-
ned especially because leaders of
the PAC and the ANC had recently
expressed fo him their support of
what was being done by some in the
struggle. The UDF has been non-
commital at a nafional level on the
Kennedy four. If refrained from co-
sponsoning the meeting in Sowelto’s
Regina Mundi Church, but a large
contingent of its activists were in the
audience prepared fo hear Senator
Kennedy speak yesterday . ... "(Jo-
Anne Collinge The Star January 14,
1985) — there was a photograph
alongside this article of Mr Frank Chi-
kane grabbing a pro-Kennedy man
with the captlion "Peacekeeper”)
[kefer also Rand Daily Mail 14 Jan-
uary 1985, Sowetan 14 Jarnuary 1985
Post Natal 16-19 January 1985)

| have guoted Collinge’s article at
length because it is a textbook

example of the widespread distor-
tion about the Regina Mundi meet-
ing. Let us first note that Bishop Tutu
met an AZAPO delegation on 7
January 1985. He was told that
AZAPO would picket at the Pm'ﬂ:
sed Regina Mundi meefi
Bishop replied that if m chose
fo picket ot ina Mundi, “other
people” would be very upset and
would deal with AZAPO accordin-
irundbhndm ht flow. On 12
nuary 1985 the instructed its
W“’ quuﬁfdbrm e
may
2ers of the Mundi m
rally”. This came in the aftermath of
the meeting in Cape Town where
demonsiralors were physically assaul-

TOPLEFT: Nick Tucker being amestfed at Jan Smuts Aimport during the demonstra-

fion against Kennedy. He is facing charges of demonstratin

in aiport buildings

and is presently on a diplomatic offensive of the U.S. and ?urﬂg::'e
0P RIGHT: Demonsiration at Lekfon House. From the extreme left is Haroon
Fatel (AZAPQ Projects co-ordinator ), Thabo Sehume (AZAPO — National Orga-

niser) and AZAPO members.

MIDDLE LEFT: At Louis Botha Airport. MIDDLE RIGHT: At D.F. Malan. BOTTOM LEFT:
Qutside Regina Mundi. BOTTOM RIGHT: Inside Regina Mundi
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For its part, AZAPO issued a state-
ment on 9 January 1985 to say that
the protests were directed at Ken-
nedy and not Tutu, ALAPO remar-
ked that the enemies of Tulu were its
enemies but not all Tulu's friends
were ifs friends.

It becomes clear that there were
efforts to stoke the fires of a confron-
tation. Tutu's remarks at the Regina
Mundi meeting were designed fo
inflame emotions for he clearly
equated the "ladies and gentleman
of AZAPC” with the system. The impe-
rialist media has distorted the actual
number of AZAPO members and
supporters at the Regina Mundi
meeting, but it goes without saying
that a tiny minority could never suc-
ceed in stopping a majority from
exercising its wil. There were 500
Azapo members in the hall and 700
members outside. Collinge’s
atternpt to suggest that the UDF
members present were urged to
exercise restraint is particularly mis-
chievous. AZAPO has a record for
responsible behaviour: the Move-
ment was simply not prepared fo
compromise its stand and was pre-
pared to deal with any eventuality.
Incidentally, the Regina Mundi
rmeeting was never disrupted: Ken-
nedy had already decided not to
appear

As for the suggestion that the police
protected , this must rank as
a singulary malicious staterment. It
was Kennedy who was protected by
South African security policemen
throughout his tour. Listen to Louis du
Boisson in his account of Kennedy's
landing: "And here now is a sight
that lends new meaning fo the word
irony: South African secunty police
forming a profective cordon around
this enemy of the Govermnment they
serve. fo profect him against an-
other enemy of the Govemment!”
"Kennedy Media Blitz") Avenue
“March 1985 at 21) On the 5 January
n an attempt to protect Kennedy

security policermen and railway po-
lice assaulted and arested AZAPO
members. On 8 January 1985,
police teargassed a crowd of AZAPO
demonstrators in Wanderers Street,
Johannesburg and the police again
aftacked demonstrators when Ken-
nedy landed in Cape Town. Each of
these attacks saw AZAPO members
being arested and intemogated by
the police.

The identification of Kennedy with
Hulaﬂhrnq:mmbadlllm
when a

ted aide asked
Cde Zithulele Cindi, the Co-Ordina-
for of the Black Farm Workers Pro-
ject to produce that badge of sla-

very, the dompass!

The City Press( 13 January 1985) con-
tained a "Souvenir Supplement”
which mentioned Kennedy's speech
at Regina Mundi as a fait accompli
CP placards were plastered all over
Johannesburg reading "Bishop Des-
mond Tufu, :ge Mfa%
and Senator Edward Kennedy invife

Jffou to a meeting at Regina Mundi.”
a

Ik about objective joumalism!

It should be obvious that the libera-
fion movement faces serious pro-
blermns from multi-national commu-
nication systems. A problem which
any liberated country has is the cul-
tural imperialism of the communica-
tions media. If AZAPO is seriously
indulging in nation-building to-
wards socialism, it has fo grapple
with the practical problems of an
altemative media. The press and
broadcasting media determine
what people know, what they talk
about and to an important but lesser

degree, how people act.

The mass media must be fransfor-
med info an for change. i
must convey the message of
change, the need and the revolu-

direction. We do not want 1o
simply inherit foreign-owned and
controlled public communications

systems, press, broadcasting and ex-
ternal telecommunications which
are motivated by and programmed
for profit. A nation whose mass media
is dominated and manipulated from
outside is no nation.

It must be emphasized that censor-
ship is not merely a matter of silen-
cing indvidual conscience. When
the colfective conscience — that of
peoples, civilizations and cultures —
is muzzled, that also is the crime of
censorship. Censorship is an aspect
of existing power relationships and is
itself a part of the game of power.
The question that has to be asked
repeatedly is whose voice is being
silenced?

Peregrine Worsthome has to be cor-
rect when he asserts: “The more
open the sociely, the greater the
opportunity for the media to get
things seriously wrong, which is -ﬂw
a free Press is best secured in clo-
sed sociefies which denyite h
rope fo hang itself.” (Time & Tice,
Winter 1984 at 64).

tlcms PEOPLE ONE AZANIA

THAT GREMLIN AGAIN

« Really, EC, how could yvou? You've
labelled Sonny Leon "David Cumy™ in
Frank TalkVolume 1 Number 4 page

191
DARRYL DUNN
xopo. Natal

(We find it quite difficult to distin-
guish between non-whites — EC)

« EC, please let us in on the secret:
why the space in Frank TalkVolume 1
Number 5 at page 267

INNOLENT LUJIZA
Mdantsane, East London

(It was the printer's gremlin again.
Here's the cartoon which was meant
to fill space:
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BEYOND THE STETHOSCOPE

AND THE

SYRI NGE by Meshach Khaile

THE SOUTH AFRICAN MEDICAL AND
DENTAL COUNCIL (SAM & DC) must
have nightmares about its ma
tangles with the BCM. The SAM &
has consistently emerged with egg
all over its lilyv-white face and it seems
that this pattern is destined to
continue.

On 30 January 1985, Judge President
W G Boshoff of the Transvaal Provin-
clal Division (the very same Boshoff
who convicted the SASO/BPC Nine)
found there was a prima facie case
(ie. a case cdlling for an answer)
against the Biko doctors- viz. Drs vor
Ralph Lang and Benjamin Tucker- of
“improper or disgraceful conduct” or
conduct which, when regard is had
of the professions of these doctors, is
improper or disgraceful.The Judge
President ordered the Medical
Committee of Preliminary Inguiry of
the 5AM & DC to amange to have the
Biko doctors prosecuted.

This judgement was preceded by
the following:

* On 9 January 1978, Chief Magi-
strate Prins who presided at the
Biko inquest, transmitted that por-
tion of the Inquest record which
related to Doctors Lang, Tucker
and Hersch to the SAM & DC. The
Chief Magisirale and his asses-
SO0 professors of Forensic Meds-
cine) fook the view there was
prima facie evidence of impro-

n or conduct on

mﬂ and Tucker. The
& DC not institule an

enquiry info the matter.

* On 20 December 1977, one
Eugene Roelofse, of the Ombu-
dasman’s Office sponsored by the

Dr hor Lang: T could find nothing
aganically wrong with the man’

south African Council of Churc-
hes, directed a letter to the SAM &
DC asking them to constitute an
enquiry into the conduct of the
Biko doctors.

« On 16 January 1978, Roelofse
again wrote to the SAM & DC and
drew the attention of the Council
to press clippings which reported
the evidence which the Biko doc-
tors had given at the Inquest. He
also posed *'::Juuﬂnm in res-
pectof Lang 13 questions in
relation to Tucker relating to
medical ethics and
professional standards.

« On 24 April 1980 the Inquiry
Committee of the SAM & DC resol
ved that no futher action be taken
against the Biko doctors. Their
press release dated 17 May 1980
indicated that they had found
that there was no prima facie
evidence ofimproper or disgrace-
ful conduct on the part of the Biko
doctors.

* On 17 June 1980 the SAM & DC
voted 18-9 to confirm the action
of the Inquiry Committee.

* On 17 February 1982 Professors
Frances Rix Ames, (head of the
Department of Neumlaqy at
Groote Schuur Hospital) Trefor
Jenkins (of the South African Insti-
tute for Medical Research) and
Phillip Vallentine Tobias (of Witwa-
tersrand University) amongst
others, lodged a list of clear-

ly specified, fully led and

infs running info 88
rn
pla ng g g

and conlal allegations
mu%l conduct

against Drs Lang, Tucker, Hersch
nd K 3
a eeley Thn;ﬂunmhnd

complaints of Roelolse nor an
appeal against the dismissal of
Roelofse’s int, but new
and in ndent complaints
which never been dealt with
by the Council.

They alsc emphasized that the
Inquest record did not contain all
the relevant evidence and that
even that record contained
material conflicts between the
doctors inter se and between the
doctors and the police witnesses.
(see “Room No 619", Frank Talk
Volume 1 Number 4 at pages 12-
15) The new evidence before the

& DC included evidence
given by Keeley to an ad hoc
committee appointed by the
Medical Association of South
Africa (MASA ) and the rest of the
inquest evidence.

» On 18 March 1982 the Health
Workers Organisation and certain
medical practitioners including
Doctors Yosuf Variava (former
National Forum Committee

Member), Dumisani Mzamane
and Timothy Wilson eda 24
page list of clearly spec , fully
detailed and properly motivated
charges and complaints (in sub-
stance much the same as the 17
February dossier) against the Biko
doctors.

« On 4 March 1983, the | ry
Commitlee of the SAM & re-
solved that no action be faked
against Doclors Lang, Tucker,

Dr Tucker and Dr Hersch. Both examined Steve Biko before he died: neither
expressed any serous indication of brain darmage at that time
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emerged from the dossiers
fore K.

« 29 members of the SAM & DC
confirmed this decision of the

Inquiry Committee on 25 Apil
1983,

Doctors Variava, Mzamane and Wil-
son and professors Ames, Jenkins
and Tobias brought an application
to the Transvaal Provincial Division to
set aside the resolutions adopted on
4 March and 25 Aprl 1983 and to
order the SAM & DC to institute an
enquiry into the professional con-
duct of Lang and Tucker.

The Court found that the Inquiry
o Mn:“m ﬂﬁlﬁ
respeciive function viz fo determine
whether the evidence fumished by
Variava, Ames ef al fo them
‘ed the charges and
improper conduct -
or on
the part of and Tucker. The
Inquiry Commi & the Council
chose merely to consider whether
the evidence submitted by Variava,
Ames et al was the same as ewi-
dence submitted by Roelofse. Bven
in performing this limied function,
they emed in finding that no new
avidence was placed belore them.

Of course, the Court was not con-
cerned about the merits of the
charges and complaints and direc-
ted that the SAM & DC hold a proper
nguiry into the professional conduct
of Lang and Tucker. A special meet-
ing of the SAM & DC ON 1617

ary 1985 resolved not to appeal
against the decision in Varova v
SAM & DC and the inquiry into the
conduct of Tucker and Lang will
begin in June 1985,

%

In grotesque confrast to the foot-
shuffling of the SAM & DC in the mat-
ter of the Biko doctors, the SAM & DC
displayed inglorious haste in prose-
cuting Dr Maitshe Nchaupe Aubrey
Mokoape who was Accused

MOKOAPE.

Dr Mokoape obtained the degrees
MB, CHB and registered as an intem
with the SAM & DC on 5 July 1974. He
was detained durin%_.eSepiem ber
1974 and underwent rmarathon
SASO-BPC Tral. In December 1976,
he was sentenced to six years impri-
sonment on Robben Island. He was
convicted of two counts under the
Temorism Act, Act Number 83 of 1947,

On the main count, Boshoff found
that the “the common method or
means o accomplish
folal of the Black people”
(viz BC) was designed “lo creale
a the Blacks a hosiile power
block ordenialed for action, more
particularly political viclence.”
tat 241). It can fairdy be
said that the Nine were convicted for
their belief in the BC ideclogy as the
E:Elll'c;mng indimfes';“
anguage was used con
spiraiors o condemn as the

oppressors of the Blacks . . . In the
was used which

process
caused encouraged

of hostility . . . b“nh'm
and the whites . . *( Op cif at 240).

Aubrey Makoape (far night) during
the Shampwille upnising. On the
exfrene left (face partly obscured ) is
the late comrade Mangoliso Robert
Sobukwe,

On the second count, Boshoff found
that by organising Viva-Frelimo ral-
lies, the accused intentionally
endan the maintenance of
iaw and order. A rally planned for the
25 September 1974 was banned at
the eleventh hour and the Court
found that the accused were guilty
of proceeding with the rally
“notwithstanding” (the ) real danger
of violence.” ( Op cifat 252).

Dr Mokoape's name was deleled
from the of inbems in 1978
as lellers sent o him were relumed
underiivered. On the 28 August 1978,
the SAM & DC was informed by the
Prisons Department that Mokoape
was convicted under the temorism
mwm;wwm
for his housemanship fo be resio-
red, he made full disclosure about
his convictions (26 July HI:{;
name was resiored

the Register on 6 Seplember 1982,
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On 20 October 1982, the President of
the SAM & DC instructed the Regi-
strar to refer the matter of Mokoape
to the Inquiry Committee.

In December 1982, Mokoape was
released and began serving his
intemship at the King Edward VI
Hospital in Durban. period of
housemanship completed in 1974
Was T nised by the SAM & DC.
Mokoape completed intemship in
December 1983 and then started a
private practice in Umiazi Township
which adjoins Durban. He was pla-
ced on the register of medical prac-
titioners by the SAM & DC. The coun-
cil made numerous attermnpts to get
the judgement in the SASO-BPC frail
o0 On 28 August 1984 o Incauiry
Commitlee resolved that there was

It should also be emphasized that
there was no written charge, com-
laint or allegation against
oape but the SAM & DC had
decided to institute proceedings on
the basis of Mokoape's own dis-
Closures,

On 23 November 1984, Mokoape
was served with a summons fo
appear before the SAM & DC. The

charge profered against him read:

"THAT you, being a registered
medical practitioner, are guilty of
improper or disgraceful conduct,
or conduct which when regard is
had 1o your profession 1S iImproper
or disgraceful, in that dunng or
about 1976 you were convicted
in the Supreme Court on two

charges of confravening Section
2 (1) (a) of Act No 83 of 1947."
THE HEARING

Counsel for Mokoape (Ismail
Mahomed SC assisted by Imrann
Moosa and Edwin Cameron) con-
tended that:
» The Medical, Dental and Sup-
plementary Health Service Profes-
sions Act No 56 of 1974 (the Act)
confers a jurisdiction to the
Council to Institute an inquiry if
and only if it is friggered by q writ-
ten compliant (Sections 41 read
with 45 and Reguiation 2 of Gover-
ment Notice R 2268 of 3
December 1976). The Council lac-
ked the jurisdictional fact
(namely the written compilaint)
required to catalyse the inquiry.

» The case against Mokoape was
that he was convicted nearly a
decade ago of contravening an
Act which has since been repeq-
led. In low and in fact to argue



that a mere conviction under the
terorism Act constitutes improper
or disgraceful conduct without
regard to the motive of the
offender, the circumstances
underwhich the offence came to
be committed, the actual con-
duct constituting the offence and
whether guilt was affiimatively or
presumptively established is
untenable. There may be con-
victions which conlain inherent
moral , but temorism is
not one of them.

The representative for the pro forma
(i.e. nominal) complainant argued
that Section 45 of the Act only requi-
red proof of the conviction and the
opinion of the Council that this con-
viction constituted improper or dis-
graceful conduct. Section 45 does
not require a written complaint, but
allows the Council to take cogni-
zance of the corviction of a medical
practitioner.

Mokoape replied that the formalis-
ol remeglinn it ed
a

fors’s iraffic offences or his failure fo
pay his licence the concem of
the SAM & The pro forma com-
plainant had to go further and sug-
gest how the conviction constitutes
improper or disgraceful conduct. For
example, while a speeding offence
per se might not show improper or
disgraceful conduct, the fact that o
doctorendangered the lives of twenty
people might show a prima facie
case of improper or disgraceful
conduct.

The Disciplinary Committee appoin-
ted by the SAM & DC granted the
application for Mokoape's dis-
charge without enunciating any
reqQsons.

It may be added that the Act makes

no provision for this kind of discharge:
the Committee’s decision was

decidedly uncharacteristic.

On the other hand, the Committee
clearly chose the way of least resis-
tance. Had it decided to hear the full
defence case in the Mokogpe epi-
sode, the following issues would pos-
sibly have been thrown full
square before it:

* Does the medical practioner's
commitment fo h-ullng end with
his m
does it *Iur.l.ull the
problems of nl'lnrlngngmdly
qnd helping fo weed out oppres-
and dehuma-

nl:ulnn In September 1948, the
General Assembly of the World
Medical Association passed the
following declaration to bind all
medical practitioners:

"l solemnly pledge myself to
consecrate my life to the service
of humanity.”

It is noteworthy that the WA pub-

lished this Declaration after the
horrors of World War Il. Amongst
the barbaric deeds of the Nazi re-
gime were varnous crimes com-
mittted by medical men relating
to human experimentation: the
excuse that they were ordered to
perform these by the state was
not e h. Medicine can no
longer liselfto

fic relief, %o the freaiment of
cific organs and fo the care of

it must
T e s
human society.

* Accepting that a medical prac-
titioner has to have a social cons-
cience, the medical practitioners
who acquiesce in the genocidal
pracice of apartheid medicine
and who do nothing to alleviate
the lot of the oppressed, explioted
and dehumanized in South Africa
are the ones who are really guilty

of im or -::Iisgrocefui con-
duct.Mokoape helped initiate
and actively participated in the
Dududu, New Farm, Wintervelds
and Zanempilo health and com-

rmunity projects of SASO and the
BCP.

* The SASO-BPC Trial did not dis-
close that the accused commit-
ted any acts of violence nor did
they incite violence, The Court
found that the accused jusiified
Yo wet o o

is arguing that abortfion
is ju:lii"lld also disgraceful
conduct?

« The temorism Act allowed for a
presumptive guilt ie the state
does not have to prove the accu-
sed’s grﬁgt but rr:Te‘g;:cuaad has to
rebut presu ion. Although
Boshoff mentioned how confused
counsel on both sides were about
the workings of this presumptive
guilt ( mentat 2), he Iands
himself in the same morass ( op cit
at 250). (Incidentally, this means
that the conviction of the Nine is
quite questionable in law). To
take an example: say the Minister
of Finance goes to the Intematio-

nal Monetary Fund and asks that
the world returns to the gold
standard:- he is attempting to
bring about economic change
mentioned in Section 2(2) (f) of
the Temorism Act and thus he is
presumed to have the intention
to endanger the maintenance of
the law and order. The Minister
must prove beyond reasonable
doubt that he did not have this
infention.

There is no such presumption to
assist the pro forma complainant
in the Mokoape matter. Theore-
tically, the pro forma complai-
nant would have to re-open the
SASO-BPC Trial in relation to
Mokoape in order to establish
whether Mokoape was actually
guilty of the fo-Ef'ICErS charged!

« The case against Mokoape in
the SASO-BPC frial was confined
to membership of and presence
at meetings called by the BCM.
The Court accepted that the
accused were mofivaled by a

Maﬁmiw:;l
a
tual well the Black peo-

ple of South Africa. Where a
criminal offence is committed or
is presumed to be committed
fromn motives of high and lofty
idealism the inference that the
conduct was disgraceful or imp-
roper is not a legitimate inference.

* Medical ethics must distinguish
between what is and
what is immoral and belween
what is immoral per se and what
is immoral in the sense of being

disgraceful.

« A distinction must be made
between a simple intention to
promote racial hostility and the
BCM's criticism of racist policies.

The SAM & DC has conclusively pro-
ved itself to be a bumbling arm of
the executive. Coming as it does in
1985, when the Congress is
due to be held in Cape Town, the

CONTINUED ON
PAGE 30




5TH NATIONAL CONGRESS

The Fifth National Congress of AZAPO
at Retreat, Cape Town on Mond
17 and Tuesday 18 December 1
saw content being given to the
theme “"Resist, Defend, Advance”
and a clear commitment being
made towards systeratically deve-
loping the infrastructure for a socia-
list Azania.

Theme

The outgoing President, Comrade
Lybon Tiyani Mabasa, remarked in
his State of the Nation Address:
“There is no doubt in our minds that
this goverment is under the grip of
fear and what we are watching and
experiencing is its final stages of
disintegration and we are more than
ever convinced that the future of this
country definitely lies in the hands of
the exploited. oppressed and

dispossessed.”

Mabasa clarified the 1985 theme by
adding: "We have chosen and fol-
lowed a revolutionary path. Today
our battle-cry is resist all efforts of the
status quo, defend and aadvance
the Cause of the people and the
Revolution. Our struggle should
ceqse to be passive and reactive. ...
Our clear understanding of the for-
ces in constant action and interac-
tion in our society will lead us to
understand the role we have to play
inour society to brlng about cha

We have to undersiand nﬁ
Revolution . . . requires the escala-
Iunnldcrrmnd:unﬂuﬂom,

by stage, in the conflict with
enemy, ulilizing the whip of the
counter-revolution o the con-
flict and o drive the Revolution for-
ward, without stopping at the most
exireme aclions required fo win.

", ...One also needs to point out that
as much as the Revolution has to
have a life and beat of its own it
cannot be merely left to chance. As
much as spontaneous eruptions are
both essential ond necessary in that
no Revolution is successful without
them, it is our duty as leaders and
members of the Moverment to give
decisive leadership, using what-
ever agitation and propaganda !

available to us to organise the
struggle and to create the momen-
tum of a continuous offensive to-
wards Revolutionary objectives. Over

the years there have been
neous and these will con-
inun. while the Counter-Revolution

r:? its method of con-
iulnmuﬂlu repression. This con-
tainment and repression should be
vigilantly resisted by the forces of

" . We have to wilfully subject oursel-
ves for the sake of the struggle, to
vigorous tests of self-criticissn and

self-assessment . . . We should move
beyond our own rhetoric into prac-
tical revolutionary action. . . . no stra-
tegy should be too old and pure to
be reassessed. The older the strategy
and tactics are without any concei-
vable and visible success, the more
the need for total and complete
reqssessment . ..

“...As a Movement...we have said
all that needs o be said for the
movement. Our theoretical position
is quite clear and what we need fo
do is get down and work.

.. . Unless we actively exercise our
right to self-defence our communi-
ties are going to tum into police gar-
risons and cemetaries. We can no
longer afford to stand and watch as
the ‘tears go by’ . . . We will have to
go out of our way to defend the
gains made in the course of our
struggle, and to preserve and de-
f the principles of Black Cons-
ciousness displayed by the masses in
action.”

Programme

This State of the Nation Address set
the tone fora Congress which did not
perpetuate the realms of rhetoric
and the old rearguard battles to
define the nuances of the BC ideo-
logy. Delegates analysed the stra-
tegies of work st . stayaways
and boycofts and the decisions of
Congress in this regard are encapsu-
lated in the Position Stoement issued
by the Central Committee.

The direction and thrust of Congress
was to provide the basis for a Pro-
gramme of Action which would see
directed action and the ushering in
of a Worker's Republic of Azania.

Congress resolved to:
* Adopt a reuamped version of
the education policy;
* Pay close attention to the Edu-
cation Crisis and to call a Natio-
nal Seminar on Education over
the Easter week-end;

il

Mathews Phosa, Head of Legal
Secrefariate of AZAPO,
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* Further the efforts towards stren-
thening AZAPO'S women's wung
and actively assisti

rammes of ELACI{%MEN UNITE

BWU):
« Creat a National Youth Organi-
zation on the principles of
. F'Iad?e total support l‘ortheﬁnh-

osis campaign launched

by the BLACK ALLIED MINING AND
CONSTRUCTION WORKERS UNION
(BAMCWU);
* Lounch a co-ordinated cam-
paign against the celebration of
Golden Jubilee of Johannessburg
in 1984&;
. Daﬁ‘frf:w the myth that the strug-
gle is only inst Apartheid and
to achieve civil and human nghts;
» Form Detainees Concem Com-
mitees,
» Enact the therme "Resist, Defend,
Advance.”

Constitution

Constitutional amendments inclu-
ded the cleaning-up of excess ver-
bioge in the Constitution.

Significant amendments include:
* The duties of the National Vice
Presidents will be determined an-
nually by Congress. Congress resol-
ved to elect a Cape and a Trans-
vaal Vice-President whose duties
shall be:

Secretariate

=]

Sefako Myaka, Secrefary for Uban
and Rural Development



(a) To direct and co-ordinate all
activities of the ization in the
Cape and the Transvoal respec-

fively.

{b) To be responsible for conve-
ning and presiding over intemegic-

nul rr-a-aﬁngﬁ mihg{'.':menndrha

e ar duties as

directed by the National Council or
the Central Committes.

A Vice-President (Finance) was also
elected whose are:
a) To initiate and co-ordinate
nad-aising projects;
(b) Tomonitor financial records of
branches, regions and secretaria-
tes and to ensure that funds are
despatched to the Secretary-
General,

The Vice-President (Political Edu-
cation) whose duties ane:
(a) Toensure the development of
the BC ideology:
(b) To implement and monitor
orientation programmes and lea-
darshlp Trr:nmng schools for

8:} To constantly update the
rganization on developments

both nationally and intemationally.

» Branch executive committes must
now include branch organisers.

+ Diciplinary powers of all formations
are stnctly by AZAPO'S Code
of Conduct.

1985 Ceniral Commifiee

The new Central Committee elected
at reveqals how strongly the
convention that nobody should serve
on a post for more than two terms is
obsenved.

This convention has developed out of
the principle of collective leadership.

The New Cenfral Committee is
President Ishmael Mkhabela (Soweto);
President Reverend Joe Secka
( ). Vice President (Transvaal)
Ntjoomu Habedi (Soweto) Vice Pre-
sident {(Cape) Phambili ka Ntlioko
(Queenstown); Vice President (Politi-
cal Education) Geonge Wauchope
(Soweto) Vice President (Finance)
Mandla Seleocane (Cape Town):
Secretary General Mbuyiseli Mahlati

mhuge] National Organizer
Sehume (Atredgeville); Publi-
cwmlmmhﬂm(ml
Projects Co-Ordincator Haroun Patel
(Lenasia)

The CentralCommittea has appointed
the following secretariate-heads:
Labour - Thabo Ndabeni

Health - Abu Asvat

Legal Affairs - Matthew Phosa

Urban & Rural Development - Sefako
MNyaka

Womens Affairs - Thembi Mbobo
Religious Affairs - Mamabolo Rapesu
Youth - Kehla Mthembu,

Education - Lybon Tiyani Mabasa
Culture - Mandia Mosweni

Frank Talk is of the view that the
rmanner of conducting the Fifth hlnuh&
nal Congress shom:g

vance over previous
ses. We would like tourge nllm

of AZAPO to resistthe machinations of
seftier colonialism and its apologists, to
defend the revolutionary gains made
in the liberation struggle and to
advancetowards anan ist, socia-
list, worker Republic of Azania

POSITION STATEMENT ON WORK STOPPAGES, STAYAWAYS & BOYCOTTS ISSUED BY THE
CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF THE AZANIAN PEOPLE'S ORGANIZATION AS AT 85-02-02

Following a thorough overview
and reflection on the political/idec-
logical development and the
immediate- and long-term tasks of
the Black working class and its revo-
lutionary organisations, the Central
Committee of the AZANIAN PEOPLE'S
ORGANISATION (AZAPQO) unani-
mously decided to declare that the
toilling and oppressed masses shall
use all revolutionary and progressive
strategies and factics within the
grasp in order to abolish the count-
iy's systemn of social degradation,
economic exploitation and palitical
oppression of Black people.

In order to sow confusion among our
ranks by propagating policies and
slogans incompatible with the line of
the national liberation struggle. the
systern has through its agents fan-
ned the flames of hystena, enmity
and hoshility among the ranks of the
oppressed and the exploited. This
propaganda onslaught against the
anti-capitalist and anti-imperialist
forces represented by 15 NOt-
hing but an extension of the psycho-
logical propaganda war-machine
championed by the SABC, the
enemy media and the intemal and
ulzl-.:;‘r&amul allies of murderous impena-
is

The Central Committee believes that
in the struggle for the repossession of
land and a society devoid of every
kind of inequality, exploitation and
discrimination only a united, politici-
zed and organized people with their
consolidated, galvanized power can
break the chains of slavery and op-
pression.

AZAPC believes that any form of
struggle should raise the revolutio-
nary potential of struggle and that it

should be consistent with both the
short-term and long-term goals of
the national liberation movement.

AZAPO considers that the tactics of
work stoppages, stayaways and
boycotts are tried and tested
methods in the liberation struggle.
and have every potential to en-
hance the struggle.

Realizing the ruthless oppression and
super-exploitation of the Black work-
ing class, AZAPO regards it as axio-

matic that Asinamali (we have no
rmoney ) and Azikhwehlwa(we will not
ride) inform the tore of most boy-
cofts, stayaways and work stop-
pages in racist South Africa.

While conscious of the possible
benefits of work é;mppu;?es. stay-
aways and boycotts and their con-
fribution to the experience of the
Black workers in united mass action,
AZAPO takes into account that any
method of struggle employed care-
lessly can be perverted and made to
deflect the Revolution into channels
of disaster.

As a liberation movement, AZAPO
has a duty to analyze all mass
actions of the oppressed and exploi-
ted and use the rich lessons which
may be gleaned therefrom to ad-
vance the revolutionary effort to
qualitatively greater heights.

AZAPO is of the view that work stop-
pages, boycotts and stayaways are
only to be employed after carefully
scrutinizing the material conditions.
Thase conditions include:

%1; the resources of the people,
2) a thorough assessment of the
short- and the long-term goals,

(3) consultation with the
comrmunity,

(4) how the tactic links up with
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the overall struggle for national
liberation.

In embarking upon these tactics, the
following must be articulated:

a) the target,

b) the method,

c ) the duration,

d) the con

e) clear and achievable goals
and demands.

It was with this in the back of our

minds that the following resolution

was adopted in December, 1984:
That this Fifth National Congress
of AZAPO held in Retreat, Cape
Town;
Realizing and acknowledging
that boycotts, strikes and stay-
aways constitute some of the nec-
essary and essential weapons in
the struggle of our people;
Also realizing the need for a con-
certed and sustained effort in pur-
suance of the goals and princi-

ples of our struggle as contained
in the Manifesto of the Azanian
People;

And further realizing the effects
and potential of such collective
efforts to effect the achievement
of One Azania, One Nation.

Therefore resolves:

To reaffirm and commit oursalves
to the defence and prosecution
of the Black working class struggle;
To continue to give direction and
sustenance fo our people and
their legitimate organisations in
enhancing the revolutionary
potential of the oppressed and
the exploited;

To maximize the full participation
of all sectors of the Black commu-
nity. after thorough consultation,
investigation canvassing in
pursuit of these goals.



CAPITALISM WAKES UP

by DR. ALl SHARIATI

)

L

| will now examine a very fundamen-
tal problem which | have always
referred to but never discussed the
problem of the tactics capitalism
usas to rationalize itself.

When a nistonan uiscuvers laws of
the transformations in history, factors
which cause social revolution and
the dialectical principles of history
and when a historical philosopher
shows which factors cause the for-
mation of a social class and how
and under what circumstances it is
formed and how it grows until i
explodes, and when he shows how
the determinations of the dialectics
of history cause one’s social class to
destroy its opposing class and then
by means of an infemal revolution,
annihilate the ruling class and seize
power, then the nuling class will cer-
tainly feel the danger of becoming
the victim of the dialechics of history.

In view of the above, as the philoso-
phy of history and the game of dia-
lectics helps the gro of the awa-
reness in the prolefariat about the
factors creating a prolefarian revo-
lution which will desiroy capitalism
from within, by the same foken,
capifalism rea the historical,
social, class factors, the direction
and behaviour that endanger ifs
existence and which will ultimately

destroy i. -

Subsequently, according to Marxism,
when man's self awareness, social
consciousness, awareness of being
part of the proletarion class and
when the proletariat, who are the
pioneer force, mobilize and form a
political party, as a centre for their
struggle against the ruling class, this
could be one of the causes and fac-
tors leading to the expediting the
revolution in favour of the proletariat.
For the same reasons. the nuling or
the exploiting class, that is to say,
capitalism, is able fo have control
over such factors as self awareness
or scientific awareness and be-
come familiar with the law of histo-

rical revolutfion and cause its path
o deviate in such a way as fo safe-

rd its own capital direction.
onsequently, when one becomes
aware of the fact that incidents are
occuring to one’s opponent’s bene-
fit, then one becomes aware of how
todivert the direction of the incidents
to one’s favour. Thus, when capita-
lism leams that 'competition’ is one
of the causes of the proletarian revo-
lution because it creates infiation
and unemployment, then capita-
lism becomes able to eradicate that
cause. In other words, capitalism
acknowledges that these factors
cause the proletarian revolution.

Therefore capitalism, by means of
creating trusts, cartels and common
markets, may stop or cha these
factors. That is to say, capitalism may
make competition disappear, as a
result of which, the huge factories
would not jettison or bum billions of
dollars of goods produced as was
the case in the year 1820 or 1925.
Some of the reasons aftributed to
this are the following:

1. Inordernot to lose their market
shares, factories has to produce,

2. To pay their employees,

3. Being unable to reduce pro-
duction to meet the reduction in
consumption,

4. Increase in production has
always been ahead of increase in
consumption,

5 To keep production (supply
level) inferior to the demand level in
order to preserve high prices. All the
above mentioned factors will cause
capitalism to fallinto a crisis or create
critical unemployment which would
expedite the proletarian revolution.

Another factor causing the proleta-
rian revolution is the dialectical prin-
ciple transferring quantity into qua-
lity. For exarnple, if you read a poem
or recite an anthem, you will not
become as emotional or excited as
when a group reads the same poem
in which case you will become ex-
tremely excited. What is the reason
behind this? Quantity. That is to say, if
500, 2000 or 5000 people were rea-
ding the poem, there would cer-
tainly be more feeling and excite-
ment than if only five or six people
were reading it. Thus, when quantity
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Dr Ali Shariati was bom in Mazinan, a suburb of Mashad, Iran. Being one of the
foremost exponents of socialism based on the teachings of Islam. He was
continuously harassed by the Shah's regime and twice served prison terms for
political activity. He fled into exile in May 1977 and was murdered three weeks
later on the 19th of June. This article was franskated by Ali A Behzadnia and the
Editorial collective cannot vouch for its accuracy.

is added, it changes into quality.

The same is true in the system of a

social class structure. One of the rea-

sons Marxism gave in the 19th cen-

tury about why the peasants revolu-
fion mayoccur late, ornever

at all, is attributed fo their lack of self

awareness - workers should lead

the peasants and give them the

necessary awareness. This is called

the problem of quantity, that is, the

lack of concentration of farmers at
their place of work.

Peqasants are worki over a vast
area of land in a scaftered manner,
100, 200 metres or even one or two
kilometres from each other, whereqs,
in industry, workers are more con-
centrated. Another reason is the fact
that workers live close to each other.
In the fuedal systemn, the workers are
very much spread out and dispersed.
As the concentration of workers in
industrial capitalismm grows, it will
cause the feudal system to pull back.

This will enable the labor force to
become even more concentrated.
Quality-wise, as capitalism grows,
groups of 10, 20 or 30 who used to
work together under 100 busines-
sman will now have to work under
five capitalists. Thus, concentration
of the labor force, capital and pro-

The lack of concentration of workers
on farms resulls in g lack of self-
awarenass and therefore on aware-
ness of their exploitation.



Concenfration of workers leads fo debatfes heightening the consciousness of
WOrkers

duction will lead to the concentra-
tion of the proletariate. This, in tum,
would cause the number of workers
to increase, thus accentuating the
growth of workers solidarity.

| call the increase in the proletariat
and its ever growing concentration,
Q quantity-wise increase — just like
the increase in water temperature.
This quantity will then be transferred
to quality which is the awakenin
and self awareness of the proletariat,
called revolution. You may have
noticed that in places where people
work or study as a group during the
day and then disperse at night, they
are more sensible than emotional
towards problems. The reason is that
they are concentrated at work and
where they live. The result is not the
same when they are scattered. The
more the concentration of workers
E:wmhnmhvvm involved
debates and the e nges of
Ideas, thus aftracting more and
rore workers. These are the faclors

which cause an awakening, an alert
ness, a class feeling, Iu'upui-
sion of class needs, the making of

worke =4 m ﬂlw
r )

e ik o o
ment and condifions of life in order
fo confront the ruling class. All these
I:nn.m pave the way for a revolu-

On the other hand, the capiialist is
also aware of all the above pro-
blems. He is no longer the old unin-
telligent hoarder of money. The capita-
list can nowemploy sociologists, philo-
sophers, scientists andeven fhe most
reknown socialists and Marxist ex-
perts. As the capitalist is informed of
all the da rs facing his existence,
he will llize all his powers to
change the direction of history in his
fawvour.

Capitalismin the West has been very
successful in its mission. As | men-
tioned before, a proletarian revolu-
tion had even started in the 19th
century, but we hear nothing about
itin the 20th century. In some French
vil the prolefariat even voles
for right wing. In France and

Ialy, the election boards show e xac-
Hly those who have leflists or st
tendencies. Moreover, during elec-
tions, the proletarian tendencies are
shown by a curve on the political
board.

When living standards show signs
of improvement, the polifical board
indicales that the fendencies are
fowards the right wing. That is to say
that even the proletariat and the
exploited class in Europe mentioned
by Marx have rightist tendencies. But
when living standards drop and the
French economy is badly hurt b-
ecause of war, eic, the itical
board shows lendencies of moving
towards the left wing. But today, as
compared with the 19th century. the
board is indicating all the signs to be
in favour of the right wing.

STOPPING WORKER SOLIDARITY

The proletariat, which according to
the dialectics of history, had to bring
about a revolution, is now moving
further away from the direction of his-
tory. The reason is that capitalism is
now aware of all the factors and is
working hard to stop the concen-
tration of workers.

In the old times, for example, in Lan-
cashire, England, all the factories
used to be built in industrial areas.
Thus, an industrial town would be
created with its employees living
close to the factores and also to
each other. Moreover, they used to
haveacommon workersclub, common
swirnrming podl, common village, com-
mon cinemas and common beac-
hes, etc.

Today this is no longer the case.
Efforts are fowards having all workers
living quite a distance from their
place of work. Instead of buildi
one single living conglomerate for all
workers, they now build several scat-
tered conglomerates.

In miost industrial towns, there are vil-
lages two or three kilometers from
each other, which are seperated by
means of deserts or unnecessary
parks and open spaces. That isto say
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that in a vast area there are several
living conglomerates which have no
contact with each other. Each vil-
lage uses its own cinema, clubs and
shops within their own conglome-
rate. The distance to the next con-
glomerate is great and they have no
contact with other conglomerates.
This is how capitalism is destroying
workers concentration and solida-

rity.
CLASS CONSCIOUSNESS

The major facior which would & xpe-
dite a revolution of the riatis
the consciousness of that class. As |
have mentioned bafore, it is the feel-

ing of poverty which starts a mowve-
ment. The necessary factor that

would a social class o
rise is the consciousness of being
e rather than the mere fact
of being explolted.

It is the dialectic that is moving. We
have winessed the fact that unlike
frozen dialectics, thesis and anthi-
thesis have been Iulni"

ly and peacefully for 1 or

years. Class consciousness is
the factor which hastens the revolu-
tion. It is a factor of the dialectical
movement. How could a blind class
find consciousness? Or divert it? Or
postpone it? If one understands class
consciousness, one can stop it. It is
very clear. It is just like a doctor who
knows all the symptoms of the iliness
and can then fight it.

One of the major factors bringing
about the e classes awo-
reness of self is deprivation. 7

Thus, it is natural that the more | feel
deprived, the more | will become
aware of my class. Now, what factors
will make me feel deprived? Through
expenancesin your sociaty, you may
notice that it is not enough to be

hungry in order to feel that you are
hungry. It has been cbserved that
not only do some people who are
hungry not feel it but they even
thank God that they are leading a

good life. Their stomachs are hungry
but they are not conscious of it. Or
they are aware of their hunger but
they are not aware of theirunnatural
deprivation. They feel natural. ¢

There are many factors through
which one can either fool oneself or
be fooled by others. What is that fact
through which a deprived person
may realize that he is deprived? To
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conceive and to lead a natural life
and to know what a nomnal person
must have in a nomal life is a big
problem. But one must realize all of
those things which one does not
have, while one is not aware of this.

Under Consumption

What makes a person realize that he
is deprived in life? It is neither low
INCOMe NOor NO INCome, NOr low pro-
duction, nor even small ownership
nor little capital. The answer is under
comsumption. When one feels that
one has a very low share of con-
sumption in whatever is produced
one feels one is being explioted,
Consumption could be basic, such
as that relating to food and clothes
or it could be luxurious like that rela-
ting to cars, efc.

You can realize the feeling of being
explicted via under consumption
though class antagonisms. The sym-
ptoms of class differences are nei-
ther capital nor production but con-
sumption. In other words, a social
class will not realize how backward it
is even if it possessed capital a mil-
lion fimes more than another social
class. When the backward class act-
ually conceives of the differences
existing between the basic and luxu-
nous consumption of the other class
with itself, then it will really feel depri-
ved.

Therefore, itis th comparisons
and conftractions man basi-
cally realizes and conceives of rea-
lity. In a closed environment a per-
son may ciaim fo be the most imowled-
geable person on earth, thus having
no need for education. It is only
when he finds himself in a situation
where he meefs with other

persons
that he finds out how little he knows.

Eventudlly | do not know' is the
phrase | would feel when | would
HEET|DﬂEE w knows a lot. The
me | would deprived, e xploi-
fed, poor and hungry is when |
would become aware and see how
has 1t woars, the things It enjo
wears ngs it enjoys

and the life it leads.

Consequently, it is consumption that
creates deprivation. What makes
me reqlize my under consumption is
the consumpsion of others.

Contradiction

For example, a certain big busines-

sman, who is able to buy half the
city, sits in  very tiny office, wearing
cheap clothes, looking quite poor in

a dirty room with an extremely
cheap aesk. At noon time he eats

soup or bread and yoghurt. Life is
worthless. Why? Because his emplo-
yee who sits close fo him sees that

usually his clothes are nicer than

those of his boss. He also sees that his

appearance, his child and wife are
beftter than the businessman’s.

As the employee sees that his boss is
even more deprived than himself, he

Exploited people live in houses which are identical.

does not feel exploited at all. We
notice that our own capitalism ration-
alized itself before Europe did. The
external faocade of the old village
houses does not differ very much
from each other in the classical
towns of Kashan and Yazd. All doors
look alike in the houses of the clas-
sical merchants of the bazaar unless
those houses belong to the big lan-
downers and the feudal lords. Usually
all the walls are made of mud and
straw and look so much alike that
aside from their different sizes, all
houses seem as if they belonged to
one family in the town. You do not
notice a large class difference.

SHOWING OFF

However, the case would be diffe-
rent once you entered the houses.
When you see all the campets and
the food that is served, you would
feel the big difference between this
and the very next house. They would
be incomparable. This is entirely
contrary to what exists in our cities
today and our present class system.
More contradictions are being
noficed in modem towns, Modem
man uses his utmost effort to beau-
tify the outside of his house. Since he
himself does not see the outside and
since it has no effect on his life, he
does this only for the sake of others.
He wants to indicate that he belongs
to an upper class. This relieves his
morale. Otherwise, the style of the
outside of his house does not change
his reql life.

This class life is a way of life that we
have leamed. In the old times all

doors looked alike. Today, everybo-
dy's aim is to make, paint or deco-

M
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His car and clothes have to be uni-
que. He's got to be different.
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rate them in such a way as to be
completely different from others.
, one fries o look unique
inhis . The colour and model
of one's car must be unusual. One's
clothes must be .Tobe
unique is o show that one is diffe-
rent and unmaiched. One
o another class. Thus, one confi-
nuesto %aﬂentmmﬂrﬁuppe&
rance. even wishes to exa
rate these contradictions a dif-
ferences. Once these kinds of ac-
tions. whether real or unreal, are
presented to the deprived class, it
would certainly belittle them. This is
the spirit of the West's class differen-
ces which has infiltrated into our
society and has influenced our s0-
called modern people. This is a fac-
tor which imitates and awakens the
deprived class

The aristocratic tradition has a
been more noticeable in the West.
cause of the systermn of ownership in
the Islaomic economy. such ansto-
cratic traditions have never existed
in Muslims society. Islamic ethics
have atways and resisted
such aristocratic dispositions to the
point where it has extremely wea-
kened the aristocratic sumptous-
ness with rd to richness, opu-
lence, cnrre':%?t showing off and
belittling others. This state, howewver,
is still at its highest stage in Europe.

Two centuries after the great French
Revolution which caused the disap-
pearance of the aristocracy, today’s
mristﬂé:;;:m sti'rll walk and wear clo-
thes differently. They even frequent
their own ‘closed resiuarants’. That
is o say that whalever amount of
money you are willing fo pay you
may not enter those restouranis.
They have their own clubs, closed
entertainment and closed mamia-
ges. They are all fimnly and aristocra-
tic clubs which admit special per-
sons holding membership cards. As
a whole.anstocratic families have
relationships with each other. Their
actions, kinsmanship, relationships
and their social etiquette bear a
kind of rigid formality, all of which Is
inte to show that this group or
class is supernor to others. This class
wishes to enforce itself upon others.
It wishes to persuade other

that its superiority is basically natu-
ral; it is a quality of its blood, life,
nature and temper which still exist. it



fries to sell this idea even though
nobody is willing to buy it.

This spirit of showing off the class

antagonism, with regard to con-
sumiption, has caused the following,
certainly to a greater extent in
Europe than in Iran and other Third
World countries. First, it has created
complexes for the deprived class. It
has made the said class realize how
poor it is and how different it is from
the upper class. Generally, 100 or
200 years ago. the difference
between the capitalist and the rich
class, excluding the small capitalists
(the sarme opulent landowners and
businessmen), with the middle and
lower class was much more than
what it seemed to be in appea-
rance. But to day, this class diffe-
rence is less than its appearance. As
a person's salary today is increa-

sed by 530 or 540 it is soon echoed

. He will belitfle every-
body with his car, clothes, house, his
ﬁ«l’m, his looks and also
the changing of the curiains,

carpets and fum . He will show

his family, competitors, friends and
all the people on his street that he is
now superior fo the others. He even
rmakes false presumptions and the-
refore consumes in a false way. His

lunch table is curtailed everyday
while adding to his car. His reqso-
ning being that pecple cannot see
your stomach but this (my car)
shows my prestige. His living room is
the best place of his house, it recei-
ves the most sunshine, it is sanitary,
big. and nice. This is the living room
of a very rich person which is used

once or twice a year. But he himself,

his wife and his children are living in

the worst place of the house and in
the worst state of life. He curtails all

possibilities regurdin? the natural
and real needs of his family in order
to pay more attention to the appea-

rance of things which are maore natic-
eable to outsiders. This antagonism
iNconsu awakens the explicted

class. That is to say, that this class
ahways seeks with its own eyes the
things that others possess but it still
does not have. There, day and night,
it seas, hears and feels the ferms
‘haves and have nots’ This awakens
it and makes it aware of what to do.
These things will mobilize it and
cause it to hold a grudge against
others.

| mentioned that rich men and the
classical bourgeois tfried to hide or
lessen the appearance of their con-
sumption. In general they spend
little. But when capitalism awakes,
it changed the whole story comple-
tely, that is to say that capitalism
increased the apparent consump-
tion of the deprived and the proleta-
riat, but it did not lower its own.

Sops o workers

Suppose | was a French worker,
what were all the alms and comforts
belonging to the aristocrats that we
did not possess? They had beaches
and they would goto the sea.

fo the sea was an arislocratic a
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. He rushes to the beach
from Tehran just to touch the water
and corme back. This is not only for
the sake of showing others that he,
too, went to such and such a place,
making all complexes psychologi-
cally blow LIF, but it also causes the
envy he feels towards them to die
out. This a personal, internal psy-
chological problem. He is first satu-
rated and then satisfied.

In Paris, there are cinemas whose
tickets cost 10 francs, or 100 francs.
There are 3 or 4 cinemas which are
off bounds to a poor and deprived
person. They were a source for envy
and formed a boundary. He may
not go to a cinema on the Champs
Elysees. As awhole, neither could he
or any of his friends, nor any
o s cioss 6o Thet. Caphalism
m his class =) sm
will now u-dmlgl?lm fo these places
- without really ghﬂmlm anyt-
hing -that is o he only
s he has joined the aristocratic
class and has acquired its disposi-
tions. What is capiftalism
really doing?

Nothing. Capitalism only removes
a small consiraint. The worker can
now go to the very same cinema
and watch the same film. He now
to the same places that his
boss and all industry owners go to.
He also sits on the very same chair
and feels relieved. The chair is still
warmm when, just like them he pro-
vides himself and his wife, with san-
dwiches, and waits, just like the aris-
tocrats who used to go to cinema in
the past. Now he has also gone to a
cinema. He also drinks a beer as
his boss used to drink whisky. It
makes no difference. he imitates

them in the best cinemas of the
world. The worker used to have a
very small and insignificant cons-
traint. The only difference is that,
unilike his boss, he can m cine
mas on Thursday only. is 1
that the same cinema Hﬂr‘ﬂ
one franc on Thursdays
enabling the workerio gofosucha
cinema. Therefore he has succex
ded in reaching the symbolic plc
ces and cafe’s which were alway.-
closed to the people of his class.

The opera, the Paris Opera in par-
ticular, belongs to the aristocrats, to
that very intellectual class and to
those who possess the highest uni-
versity education. It is bullt by the
artists who were linked to the Louis’
and Versailles. Its art belonged to
them as a whole. He could neither
enter nor approach such an opera
with his simple clothes. The waiter,
alone, is several times more Iuxurious
than he is, which makes him feel
complexed. Also, the culture of the
worker class is not rich enough to
watch an opera by Moliere. He will
neither understand nor like it at all.
Even though he likes his own songs.
he goes to the opera. The day they
announce that the ticket is,
for axample, 2 francs, he takes his
wife, children and uncle there. This is
just for the sake of overcoming his
own and his grandfather's complex,
which he had for years. This is a kind
of spiritual and r:mw:hu:ﬂcagicul Con-
surmption.

Credit Purchasing

We will give them refrigerators and
cars which are the symbols of aristo-
cracy. How? Do we give them the
possibility to buy? No. If we give

The Rich at Play
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& purchasing power, then we
woulo . 'bolish class differences. The
oG of self rationalization of

gﬁ, Ilhmhlluwnm
il Eﬂllnﬂmlhbﬂ

4 sand poof. Nof-
A1as changed. Al gh you
not afford a refrigerator, you
sn to have one? Yes. You may
tove one without paying for it. You
Wwish to have a TV.? You may have
me without paying a cent for it
Take it. But there is a box here that
vou put pennies in for every time
vou wish to switch it on. It is nothing.
Anyway he now possesses somet-
hing which is a symbol of aristo-
cracy. That is to say that the biggest
Hench capitalist does not possess
rgore than this TV. You have one
‘o, But he has a small debt. What
wé' he do? His children used to get
-~ ange and spend it enjoying them-
saves, His wife used to save the
change until it would reach 530 or
#0 and then she would spend it
wnen necessary. Then there was
fhen small change that he would
donate to the needy and spend
when urgent, All these monies have
togo into that box now, the TV. box.
He watches TV. and after 15 minu-
tes it autornatically tums off.

He wants towatch the continuation.
Finally he has to bomow from friends
to switch the T.V. on again. When his
neighbour comes over to his home,
he would not ask him to tum the TV.
on, hewould pay himself and watch
the TV. The capitalist is constantly
sucking the money of his neigh-
bours fnends and relatives. The capi-
talist does not ask his workers for
money. It is free. But what has hap-
pended? The worker possesses one
of the biggest signs of aristocracy.
He owns one of the best, most luxu-
rious, most beautiful and most pres-
tigious tool of a comfortable life in
his house. Well, he thanks God that
he is better off now. He could not
even have dreamt of it.

Imperialism

He can now own a car in the same
wialy. Cedit purchasing can do mirac-
les in life. Without increasing the
standard of living or purchasing
power or class difference, it gives
hirm false sense of purchasing power,
and aids consumption. Loan, bank
credits and credits given by the
Westerners to the Easterners have a
dual pumpose. First, these backward
people should not become so poor
that the list of our goods for con-
sumption be drastically reduced. If
those people were to become very
poor then they would be unable to
buy our goods, thus we would lose
our market, On the other hand, they
should not become so rich as to
become able to produce. They
should be in between. That is why
we would give them a false sense of
purchasing power. How? One way is
through “credits” We even have to
be a little lenient. For example we
used to take uranium and diamonds
frorn Tanzania at 55 agram. Now we
v !l increase it to 57 a gram. This

means that we have shown good
infentions and at the saome time we
have increased their purchasing
power and they become satisfied.

This increqse in purchasing power
would create a bigger market for
our goods. As we donate 52 as an
increase for the price of diamonds,
tomomow we will witness that the
sales curve of our capitalistic goods
to the same country has increased
by 30%. This would make the poor
country happy because, politically,
their pride is saturated as well as
socially and economically. They
would serve progress. At the same
time their unhealthy consumption
has increased because they can
now buy more. This is an unauthen-
tic feeling. All hopes given to them
that they would become an advan-
ced country and would no longer
belong to the backward and exploi-
ted class are nothing but empty
words. Worthless. Now this deprived
class — the proletariat — cango to
the best aristocratic cinema as well
Qs fo the beach even though it is
lower than the aristoctratic beach.
But it does not make much diffe-
rence. Aristocrats own a lot of com-
maodities and they also go to the
beach anyway. We will give him
cars, refri?erumrs, V. and etc.
which are the symbols of the bour-
geoisie class, thus making him feel
well-off without having changed his
Class status

Social Security
Anocther factor is the social advan-

tages, such asinsurance, social secu-
rity. wages, etc. A portion of each of
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the above is given to them by capi-
talismn. This is where capitalism is
really makin%dn investment, Itis no
rnore very unhealthy. He is investing.
An uncertain fulure is one of the
conditions which would cause the
worker fo revolt. He always feels, |

am getting old in this place and if
tomomow my hand is chopped off, |
would be fired. Well if | became
poor, old, and disabled, then my
wife, my child and all of them will be
left hungry. We have no kind of
security. He has full dominance over
our fate and can fire us at his will.”

Therefore, the capitalist, th
giving the worker class secu
and assurances, abolishes this
kind of instability, insecurity and
wavering. 50 much rest for this
period of work or this much to be
paid as retirement benefits are some
of the forms of the class security
given by the capitalist fo the exploi-
ted class. He says that | will deduct
5% for his social insurance while he
deducts 10% and explains that the
difference is to provide him with life
insurance. "We will provide him with
whatever he likes such as insurance
and social security even for his wife
and child. We will pay him 535 for
every newbom child.” All these are
the alms given to him. But the
amount that the capitalist invests
in him causes his anger fo be abo-

lished for . This siaie of coni-
radiclions is replaced with a siale
of competition.

Religion

What has chur:?ed? The change is
that in the capitalistic system o?t%e
19th century, the proletariat had no
hope and all the factors helped in
belittling him. The church used fo
say, “You are bom so, God has
made you just like this. Jesus Christ
is Kind. He has wished and made

so. You have fo be like this.
G‘_Eiun would say, on behalf of

, that you have fo remain in this
hdn';.;hnwhlﬁlnlﬂ?ﬂu wa just

nthis

astheca ist undmu::l!r‘o-do
fuedal are crealed o ivetheway
they are living. As awhole, God has
separated you and the well-to-do
class by a heawy, large and invin-
cible wall.”

Allthese factors had made him hope-
less. All philosophers, socialists, wri-
ters and poets were at the service of
the capitalist. Everyone obeyed him



The imperial crown and Orb of the Holy Roman Empire. The biggest share of

capitalisrm in fhe West belongs fo the Roman Catholic Church.

in order to remain in their present
state in the name of being virtuous
unﬁi E.Sﬂ'!iccl. if not F;dhm!dﬁ
ca sinners, e
ignore other pf:ijle‘s rights. They
would obey him in the name of spi-
rit, religion, ethics or anything else.
They were helpless. Therefore, the
more the aristocratic class showed
itself to be superior, to have advan-
tages. to be well-to-do, eagar for
money and the exploiter of this
class, the less would think of
breaking this wall and sharing a little
of their life and alms with the depri-
ved class.

But in the prasent class cycle, when
the proletariat obtains class aware-
ness at any cost, they would realize
that what all the capitalists has said
on behalf of God, was what they
had previously said about the gods.
The proletariat would then aban-
don religion.

As you see in the struggles in the
19th century the worker supports
materialism because religion was
totally at the service of and
dedicated fo the Gods of gold and
power. Generally, gold, power and
fraud were all prefabricated. As we
see, the biggest share of capitalism
intheWestbalongstotheRomanCatholic
Church. The biggest investments in
the world belongs to them. Thus, it
was not at the service of the people.
This is why workers revolts against
religion and this kind of class system.
Thea,r knew that their only salvation is
c?esfr revolution, through breaking
oying everything. They had

ncdhmg fo lose.

Now capiialism realizes that it should
fo the worker so
if there were a revolution, he
“Hcﬂ' mlhmfhsc- ﬂh:ﬁghhng
possessing something he li 5
nﬂdahlslﬁamaﬁca'nforrabl&urd
hold hirmn from taking any risks. Also,
when a worker owns
he becomes conservative. Whi
he rncﬂ:. his revolutionary
ideas wishes o, he is allowed
o do anything in his revolutionary
thoughts.
This same proletariat and revolutio-
nary class in 19th century France,
whio saw that, that year they were

working seven hours as compared
to eight hours the year before, star-
ted a guild struggle and later went
on strike. He was able to reduce his
working hours half an hour and
increase his wages. He was beco-
ming befter off. He obtains better
social security, better and larger
insurance, he becomes better off,
and receives more possibilities and
can go on more strikes. Capitalism
offers him a syndicale as a break
fo go on a shike for a nmph of
hnur:nwhrn he hﬂﬁﬂl'l'l:l
na
wn with mmcdon and solve
all the difficulies. | would like to
mention the logic and rationale
which lies behind such reasoning.
That is to say, the disappearance of
‘the difference in consumption for
the pumpose of safeguarding the
differences in DfDdU:hEH"I ownens-
hip and classes’. This is whnn ‘capl-
talism becomes rational.’ In other
words, capitalism’s tactic is to
donate a little to saturate the
somethi l:ii IIWlml'lgmrwllll
Y s No ng
fo run arisk of losing itwhetherina
revolution, rebellion or uprising. This
might even kill his class awareness
because he can see that he 5
ses whatever his boss owns. Butas |
said before, while he own nothing,

K,
i o, ot Sl
mpﬂnllﬂ

He is prone to destroy the systemn in
order to own something. He sees
that he is gradually being given
things like wages, syndicates, insu-
rance, beaches, refrigerators, efc.
He feels that hope is replacing disa-
ppointment in him — disappointrment
because by protecting capitalism
and the class system, he canhavea
hurnan life while he was disappoin-
ted and would have ended up in a
historical revolution. But this process
of gradual donation to the worker or
creating a false feeling of being
well- 'rc:»=dc:r or granting him a syn-
dicate instead of an ideclogy *

will make a worker hopeful. During
these seven or eight years that he
has begun to become better off, he
has also become hopeful that if he is
able to pesenve his present situation,
by means of struggling through his
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syndicate, or fhrm%h gaining rmore
power, then he acquire more
and more advantages. That is how
hope makes him feel relieved. The
false feeling of being well-to-do
makes him feel sati and his
showing off by differences between

consumption, or the disappearance
of all the pride and the anstocratic
tendencies of luxury during the bour-
geois penod, which would then re-
duce the confradictory crises. And
the syndicate will find their way to
divert all social complexes.

Awakening of Capitalism

indeed this is the ‘awakeni
capitalism,’ that is to sa
through their tactics, PIL“I.II'I
fries fo invest even from its own poc-
ket. During the bourgeocisie period, it
desires to obtain the absolute
maximum profit, But capitalism, in
order to destroy the revolution,
spends a liffle gives away some
of its profit. For example, on a 20%
profit he is willing to give away about
5% of it in favour of the workers or for
the sake of the society in order 1o
destroy the revolution. He foresaw
that if the extent of exploitation was
to be continued as it did during the
19th century, there would have been
a revolution ten years from then, so
he has fo reduce the prevailing ex-
tent of in order fo posi
pone the revolution. He gives away
a little in favour of his enemy in order
to delay the revolution to 20 years, 30
years, 1000 years or even to comple-
tely destroy it. We can also see that
he has also been successful toa cer-
tain extent

But what is the main reason for such
asuccess? Unfortunately, even Marx,
who was at the peak of his reputa-
tion and thinking in the second half
of the 19th century, has not refermed
to this problem. It is astonishing and
unbelievable that he who is so sensi-
tive and observant about the explol-
tative relationship between the pro-
letanat and his employer in the capita-
listic system does not refer to that
problem. It would be acceptable
frorn such and such aFrench, Dutch,
of English capitalist in the 19th cen-
tury but not from Marmx, who is 5o con-
siderate about the problems of bro-
therhood, class system, exploitation,
the rights of the deprived class and
the proletarniat. He who has depic-
ted the most profound problems on
the basis of economic exploitation,
he who more than anybody else has
worked towards the creation of self
awareneass of the proletariat and the
deprived class which is the main fac-
tor of awareness and consciousness
as far as the exploitation and class_
systern is concemed. | Wonder why ©

Colonialism

During the periods 1850, 1860 and
1870, the most dreadful forms of
murder and animal-like exploitation
of Latin America, Africa and Asig
existed. That is o say that the animal-
like imperialism, similar fo a woll
attacking people of the third world



- ferm bit and killed them.
Trhmmdmﬂing, such as
culiure. morale, ethics and normal
life. ' They would formally
mass murder, our best cul-
tural and aristic works as well as all

All African fribes were captured as
slaves in the worst animal-like forms.
Then while taking them to the US.A.,
they would these slaves in g
special way in their huge vessels, *
How is it that under such conditions
where a group of African labourers
on coffee fields had a maximum to
eat in order to survive, had no clo-
thes, and under such conditions
here all of the East, Africa, and Latin
America was plundered in order for
the West's capitalism to be created,
those most progressive of all groups,
in the West duning this period, who
s*rn.J%gle more than others for human
rightts, against exploitation and class
differences and who show more sen-
sitivity and who even fight for it, never
talk or say a word about the contra-
dictions the hormrible imperialistic
differences, just like the relationship
between a wolf and a spamow? it
even astonishes me that in the
West's analysis of capitalism is no
such problem as plundering of the
East's raw materials. Why don't they
even mention this? Why do not
discuss the problem of where all the
capital accumulated now in
land, Germany, and France
which they exploit the European
worker, came from? Marx says that
this capital should be put at the ser-
vice of the proletarian class, or at the
service of the people’s goverment.
What belongs to the people, to the
goverments of Europe and must be
nationalized? As a whole, to whom
should it belong?

“Third World™

| undoubtedly believe in the anto-
gonism existing between the em-
ployer and proletarian relationship. |
believe in it globally as well as scien-

tifically. Especially since it is the word
of the day in Europe and a p for
le and revolution the pro-
letarian class is invited to revolt. There
W&m w n&sung_'af
n relationship

of the proletariat and the capitalist.

But the real is whom does
Ill:em fo? Where has it
come 7 te the fact that |

believe infinitely in Mr. Schwartz
whom you have seen me mentio-
ning often and although | believe in
his scientific thought and social path
— he is also the founder of the three
party system, that is to say the united
socialist parties *— very very astonis-
hingly he says that capitalism had
become rationilized and gives away
a portion of it's capital and profit to
the proletarian class, and creates a

Mrg%win life for him. The
reason prediclion was
not realized and Hum in
m.mdﬂuﬂd prole-
Ilonurrlluhn: hmmh
the awakening of the capitalist
class and the proletariat
becom .They look
and live like the bourgeoisie.

| ask the question, why do you not
contribute this to the awakening of
capitalism, a result of which it has
been able to provide ample possibi-
lities such as salary, social advanta-
ges, social security, insurance, purc-
hasing power, price reductions etc.
Where has the capitalist acquired all
this money from? Is it due to its awa-
kening? Or is it because the third
world is sinking into continuous

wﬁy and increasing misery and
oming more backward in order
for your proletariat class to be chan-
ged to the bourgeosie? Which one is
the reason?

Mr. Yves Lacoste is then author of g
book entitted The Geography of
Hunger” which has recently been
franslated. He compares the prices
of all the raw materials exported
from backward countries to Europe
during 20to 30 years in exchange for
already cooked and made com-

modities. 9 The result of this compari-
son is incredibly grotesque.

If his research and method were not
written as a world reknown econo-
rist we could not even think that all
the consurmer goods exported from
Eu to our countries duﬂrng[nfhf
last 20 or 30 often had a ,
400% to price increase. On the
other hand, the raw material which
they receive from us, Africa, Asia, and
rmany Latin American counitries, con-
frary fo the dernand and supply rules
which state price increases in every
30 or 40 years, some of these raw
material curves had small slopes
and some none.

The price of most of the exported raw

materials from the backward count-

ries o Europe had declined compa-

;?d Mfgd J0years ago. It has often been
a :

Contrary to the last analysis of the
most highly ranked., intellectual, prog-
ressive, and revolutionary, socialist,
which says that it is the self rationali-
zation of capitalismwhich has destro-
yved the revolution and has made
the proletariat become bourgeois
| believe that the only thing we can
pay them with in order to guarantee

their exports, is our poverty,

The Trianguiar frade’
Ships sailed from the 'mather country’
with manufoctured which they
exchanged on the Wast Coast of Africa
for sloves.

The cccgnes of slaves were taken
across the Atiantic (the joumey became
known as the Middle Passage’) and
s0ld in the West Indies, North and South
Amenm ica, fo work on the plantations

The same ships were then loaded with
the products of the plantations. ie. food.,
luxuries and raw matarials, which were
taken back and sold in the ‘mother
country’,

Thus the skave trode, or the ‘fiangular
trade’ as it became known, made pro-
fits at each of these three stages — pro-
fits which went to the merchant capita-
lists who financed it, and which made
seaport towns like Bristol ond Liverpool
vy wealthy indeed.

Lewward Fslanos
Gusdelgupes”
Marlinsgus

* farhados
Teiridadd

Rio de Janeiro




Fooinotes Referred fo in

CAPITALISM
WAKES UP

. Ag this is neither a theoratical problem nor a
mranﬂi: thaony or ideclogy. but a real and
confarn l?‘r:nprnl:ﬂarn which deals aspe-
Cialky the fate of the third word in which we
v, it must be discussed thoroughly and inde-
pandentty.

2. In other words capitalism i5 ba-
coming wisa. Why? "Bacouse”. explains a writer,
“as much as Momism has helped the oworeness
and seff-consciousness of the proletariat it has

rﬁmmmwﬂﬂm
ness of capitalism.”

3. Bven though the extemal foctor of the pro-
blam of self craarenass s objactive — the problarn
of salf-awarenasss is a subjactive matter.

4, Afrignd of mine used to namate that someons
was complaining about poverty, hardships in life,
dabts, and depmeation. Ha belleved that his life
WIS WOrSENing Then, he would reflect a
rmormenit and oy, il v o thank God that
iry this suimmer hieat | am not ll becausa if | wee il
than the doctor would mllmtnlgamﬂem
closa to the heater then what would | hoee donad
Thank God that | am not ill and | am leading a

good life.”

5 And to desfroy an i wm@- he creatas syr-

dicalism 1o protect the profits within his
guikd thar in his society or his class ond sohee the
problem in relation to the copitalist, o fo enforce
it upon the capitalist. But it will not endanger the
capitalistic system. it will rather put so and so
capitalist or factory owner under pressure and
divert the direction of the flow.

&, Thereason | say “na” — inmlation to the same

gacndmmthfhemmnsnmatj—ls
ause my judgement would then differ

because problems ane Q to be tackied from

all its aspacts in order to gat the right resulf et ey

the sarme grounds on which fhe

Decouse t the judgement -.-muldberl

7. The capitalist, in order to make his factory un,
would even dastroy all or half of the ogriculfure,
the normmal life of its people, forest and even the
ﬁrﬂl FESOUNCEE, u.n’ra:runnd ﬂﬁmnﬁm of that

& or country inorder to employ a cheap work
force for his factony,

8. Inorder fo ploce 1200 sioves in a vassal with a
copacity of men, in order to deliver to the
LLS.A, about 650 to 700 Iving slkoves, it would still be
achvantogeous for mun& fo ploce them in a
wy that even it 300 out of 1000 of them die, there
wolld still ba 700 to deliver allve fo tha LLSA,

Y. Ha and his group divorced from the Fench
Communist Party due fo the latter's choice of very
inhurmane and reactionary dirsctions
and Hungary. The

also compromised with the
::x:q::ifc:lisfs and they had all becorme cne. Cjimole
used to be in a Socialist Party, Mourice Tours was
the haad of tha Cormmiunist Porty. Dfimaoleswas the
pescn whio COom ised with Isroel and hance
attacked . He hod compromised with Eng-
lond too. Yat hewasa socialist. Also, Mourice Tours
owned a Villa and a castie near to Brgitte Bardot's
villa. They (Mr Schwartz and his group) left the
Comimunist Party and became Free Socalist and
Infelectuals who had no obligation fowarnds the
big powers and foreign govermants. They formed
g very cleon and clear-cut infalectual group
which had no towards the big
powers, but which falt obligation towards the pro-
letarian class.

wiall, | give wool and he makes it into
::Ic:fhas k God, he mokes us wear new clo-
thes! Ha i making us chilizad!

11. Thus sy the revolution in Europe is
dastroyed, or defermed dua fo tha fact
that the oopitalist has become g sociologist,
aware, wise, and has understood that he has fo
shara a portion of his profits with the proletanat. Ha
has to create q oiented life and thus change the
pmlewmu bourgeaisia as a result of which
the workers become consanative and aftock
and oppose any revolutionary fsk and class
CONSCIoUSNEss,

CONTINUED FROM
PAGE 20

anti-BC stance of the SAM & DC
must add gnsr to the mill of those

who are clrg for the isolation of
white South Africa in the medical
wiorid.

The inquiry into the Biko doctors and
the promise of the Attomey Generals
of the Cape and the Transvaal to
open a murder docket for the Biko
killings if new evidence comes to
0?h’l' will certainly not take the place

the Azanian equivalent of the
Nuremberg Trial. Colonel Goosen
:ﬂ 1m“I 41982- hmquih

n we are

mmmd that this was remunera-
tion for the murder of Steve Bantu

AZAPO maintains that nothing has
changed in racist South Africa since
Makana was dragged to Robben
Island. Our advice to the South
African medical pratitioner is:

PHYSICIAN, HEAL THYSELF

which means that any physician
truly committed to his profession
needs to dedicate himself to the
struggle for national emancipation,

CONTINUED FROM
PAGE 9

Frelimo represented working class
interests and visualised the structu-
ring of a socialist state. Its violent pro-
capitalist neighbours — South Africa
and Rhodesia — subverted Frelimo’s
attempts at camying out its aims.
Eversince Frelimo has taken over the
country it has never stopped being
atwarwith the counter-revolutionary
forces which were backed by Rho-
desia and South Africa. Imperialism
has had a centuries-old grip on
Mozambique, but Frelimo has made
honest efforts at trying to get rid of it.
Frelimo's association with the 73-
year-old African National Congress
which claims to be in oppaosition to
the Botha regime, has antagonised
South Africa and led to frequent
raids by the South African Defence
Force (SADF) into Mozambigue. In
the few years that Mozambigue has
been in power, it has not been able
to establish a socialist structure. It is
the height of amogance to condemn
a hard-pressed Frelimo and not give
Mozambique a chance.

Zimbabwe is only five years old yet it
comes under the wrath of this little
intellectual %‘e p. If they had bothe-
red to read history of Zimbabwe
before commenting, they would
have known that Ro Mugabe's
Zanu ( PF) was forced by the frontiine
states to tiate with the Smith
regime and sign the Lancaster
House “"agreement”. That ” ggreern-
ent” has prevented Zanu (PF) from
implementing socialist structures in
the country from 1980 to 1990. Zanu
(PF) leaders have said frequently
that they would like to scrap the
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“agreement”, but cannot because
they are bound to their promise to let
matters ride for 10 years. Zanu (PF)
should be judged by what it does in
the years after 1990 and not before.
Mugabe is not a populist leader. He
was one of the main proponents of
working class interests during the
bush war and in the years follo-
wed he has sanctioned and estab-
lished socialist structures in spheres
that the “agreement” allowed him
to. If you are looking for populist and
anti-working class leadership in Zim-
babwe you should cast focus no fur-
ther than Mugabe's political oppo-
nent — Joshua Nkomo.

The intellectual attitude that does
not take into cognisance the reality
of this country shines through in the
slogan used by the group: “intema-
tional working class solidarity™. | say
so0 because nowhere in the letter
was there reference to the “black”
working class. The “intemational
working class” perspective reads
that the interests of the white wor-
king class and the black working
class are one and the same and
that the two groups form a monoli-
thic working class entity with com-
mon interests. No cognisance is
taken of the privileged position of
the white working class in this country
and the fact that the Botha regime
receives much of its support from this
class when acting against the black
working class.

The inftellectual amogance comes
through again with the call for a uni-
ted workers’ front because it is plain
to see that from the attitude of this
group they want fo impose leaders-
hip on that front. It seems their amo-
gance will not allow independent
wiorking class leadership to form.

What we need is working class aspi-
rations expressed Thrr:}ugh a socialist
party. Once that party has achieved
its takeover of this country, we will
establish an assembly, an intema-
tional solidarity and a workers' front
expressing itself through socialist
state formations.

PAUL ALBERT
Bosmont, Johannesburg

CAL

* | understood the main impetus of
the National Forum to be a united
front of Black organizations. It is ob-
vious that the broad liberation move-
ment is riven by ic conflicts
and “ideclogy” is used to mask the
attempts by ambitious politicians
(as against revolutionaries ) to create
and fortify their own litte fiefdoms.

It is equally obwvious o me that every
people’s organization uses the lan-
guage and ideas implicit in the BC
philosophy while addressing the
masses in the ghettoes, the factories
and the farms although they adopt
an apologetic and submissive pos-
ture at the tea parties in Lower
Houghton or La Lucia or the cheese-
and-wine "dos” at Rondebosch orat
Sandton,



The idea of the Black family getting
fogether behind closed doors, sor-
ting out its common problems and
forging a principled unity which
would inevitably result in unity in
action was the motive force behind
the NF. It is tfrue that this motive force
undempins the BC approach.

| must say that | have been extrermely
disappeointed that the NF has deve-
loped into a talk shop for intelec-
tuals, some of whom are under the
impression that the liberation strug-

le begins in Athlone and ends In

uils River. There are valuable lessons
to be leamt from the All African Con-
vention (AAC) called by the ANC
and the Non-European Unity Mowve-
ment (NEUM) which developed
therefrom.

The hysterical colour-blind orthodox
“"Marxists” in the Cape Action Lea-
gue (CAL) have both historical roots
and tactical aoffinities with NEUM.
And the most dangerous thing
about NEUM is that it tends to ossify
ideclogy and encourage infermin-
able witch-hunts which divide and
sub-divide the liberation movement
ad infiniturm, ad nauseam.

The dangers which | refer to must
have been obwvious fo members of
the BCM at the 2nd National Forum
in Lenasia and the 3rd National
Forum in Athlone when CAL attemp-
ted to thrust their white fiends and/
or members on to the BCM. Here was
CAL attempting to subver the very
basis on which the NF was founded!

Evidence in black and white (my

apclogies to CAL) of CAL's mischie-

vous intentions are fo be found in the

February 1985 edition of Work in Pro-

?J'E.SS { WIP Number 35). | call atten-
ion to the following:

(a) Armien Abrahams, CAL's
media officer, claims that the

idea of a "national political orga-
nization”™ was mooted fo A%O
memibers in eary November 1982
(WIP at 19). This must fake the
cake for crass arogance at worst
or stuporous ignorance at best, for
AZAPO s the "national political
organization”!

(b) Na-iem Dollie admits that the
MF idea can be traced to a resolu-
tion at an AZAPO Congress, but
ascribes it to "the December 1982
Congress” (WIP at 24). AZAPQO
held no Congress in December
1982. The NF idea can be traced
to Resclution @ at the February
1983 Congress of AJAPO (see
Mobilize and Consolidate at 40f),

(<) Abrahams prefers AZAPO be-
cause of its "consistent anti-collo-
boration position” ( WiPat 21) and
remarks: “To work with them, de-
spite differences on some issues is
better than giving up our stand
on anti-liberalism and going into
the UDF". Far from working to-
wards principled unity, CAL seem
to be Q bunch of opportunists
and political mavericks,

(d) CAL has a pedagogical app-
roach: their aim, it seems, is to
teach AZAPQ didlectics. They ap-

pear guite convinced that they
have nothing at all to leam from
the BCM. Here are a few tell-tale
remarnks:

« "At present the main impetus
for the NF project comes from
AIAPO and otherblack conscious-
ness-oriented nisations on
the one hand, and a number
of other explicitly socialist-
ngLr:_lrinecg or ::mj?auﬂms on m;r}r'ée

er.” at 24: my empha-
sis). Needless to say, AZAPO's
commitment to socialism
emerges from its stated posi-
tions and from its revolutionary
practice.

» "BC has starfed accepting
ideas of class, athough in a
way that we do not necessarily
accept.” (Op citat 21) For the
information of CAL the pre-
1977 BCM had long started
accepting ideas of class ana-
lysis, and the BC position is
informed by historical realities
rather than by CAL's approval
or disapproval. The papers at
the Convention at 5t Ansgar's
on 28-31 April 1978, when
AZAPO was still in its nascent
stage, already hammered
home the idea of the Black
working class as the vanguard
of the struggle.

* "(The BCM) is a young move-
ment, it hasn't got any sacred
cows which it can'treject... (it
is) very willing to review any-
thing.” ( Ibic) This is true, but the
fundamental tenets of BC have
been subjected torigorous ap-
praisal within the M. The
innuendo that we need to be
prodded into reviewing posi-
tions must be rejected with
utter conternpt.

* "Before the Azanian Mani-
festo, BC had not explicitly
come out against imperialism.
To that extent it was ablways
capable of being described as
a potentially liberal organisa-
tion.” (Ibid) The implication is
that the Manifesto is a CAL
creation, which is sheer fan-
tasy. That the BCM has long
been pifted against Imperia-
lism, Colonialism and Neo-
colonialism is so trite a position
that one wonders whether CAL
even knows the basic princi-
ples of BC orhas any idea at all
of the history of the BCM.

* "The Black Consciousness or-
ganisations are in many cases
mass based, even though the
leadership is still largely in the
hands of petty bourgeois indi-
viduals,” (Ibid) One wonders
whether occupation devoid of
consciousness inform CAL's de-
finitions of concepts such as
“worker”, “bourgeoisie” and
pefty-bourgecisie”,

* "One of CAL's practical con-
tributions to struggle has been .
. . theoretical input which has
filtered through to other orga-
nizations.” ( Op citat 23) Some-
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one needs to inform CAL that
dialogue is a two-way process
and that no organization pos-
Ts'?ﬁaha monopoly on wisdom or

(&) There are attempts at identify-

ingaleftwing”in which is
inf%n-ned by “rmore explicitly soc-
ialist ideas” and a “right wing”
which asserts that “the main
jective of the liberatory struggle is
the reconguest of the land by the
black people of Azania.” (WP at
24’) How this breath-taking analy-
sis Is amived at boggles the mind.
BC fuses the Social Question with
the National Question, it does not
graft "a class analysis onto its per-
ception that colour rather than
class is the main contradiction in
South African society.” (bid) Itisa
crime in alliance politics to try
and divide the membership of a
fraternal organization info one’s
preconceived categories. It is a
crime in journalism to present
mere gossip as well-researched
conclusions. Suffice to say that
repossession of the land and
socialism are both fundamental
to AZAPO's Programme.,

g‘?eDﬂllie takes an impression that
Black Allied Mining and Con-
struction Worker’'s Union
(BAMCWU) is part of the BCM's
“left-wing” to throw left-handed
praise at BAMCWU, BAMCWU is
anintegral part of the BCMandiits
perspective in issues is informed
by the broad provisions of BC and
the general direction of its
mother-body, AZAPO,

(@) On the question of white par-
ticipation, Newville Alexander's
view that committed whites must
be allowed to participate while
the leadership of the struggle
must remain with black ing
class (which is nothing but a spin-
off of the classical NEUM line!) is
classified “leftist”. By implication,
BC's exclusion of whites is consider-
ed rightist! ( WIP at 25) This amo-
gant labelling of a scientific posi-
tion has no role in alliance politics
and underlines CAL's "Oracle of
Delphi”-type approach.

(h) Dollie sees the “historical hosti-
ity to ‘white participation™ SMP
at 28) as a bamier to forging links
between the BC unions and the
“non-racial” unions. Nothing des-
cribes befter the nisrm of
those who would like to make
contacts with Black workers “from
the top” while loudly subscribing
to the principle of authentic
Ielgdership by the Black working
class.

In my opinion, the broad direction of
these comments suggests that the
provincial CAL is riding on AZAPO's
back. Surely AZAPO does not need
additional burdens to its already
devastating workload. My sugges-
fion is 1o throw off all excess weight
and concentrate on mobilizing and
consolidating the revolutionary ef-
forts of the Black working class.

MARGARET MOLETE
Kroonstad
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Revolution is...

revolution is...

when the first ray of light

slashes might and day asunder
revolution is...

when a women grves birth

with her thumb raised high

urging “Amandlal™.

revalution is.,..
when a child marches from a womb
with a raised clenched fisit
saing “mama we are on our own!”

revolubion 1s...
when consciousness tears the mask
hiding my sister’s beautiful face
redeermning her blackness

revolution is...
when pick-axes and ploughs
pause to determine the worth
of sweat on labouring backs

revolution is...
when a forest nses to sharpen
its branches like pencils
then poverty will inscribe
the somng of the river in mk

Fragment 17

in the sun
the arger of the earth
shaking the maroela frees

in the sun
the anger of the trees
hurting venomous flowers

in the sun
the anger of the flowers
breaking stubborn cataracts

in the sun
m the anger of the cataracts
splitting obdurate rivers

in the sun
the anger of the rivers
flooding forest fields

in the sun
the anger of the fields
spreading rapacious fires

in the sun
the amger of the fires
shuddering the grass roots

in the sun
the anger of the grass roots
awakening my country...

tomorrow ket no man say we were asleep



