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Simonstown Groop Areas

NON-WHITE TRADERS,
RESIDENTS FACE RUIN

N AUGUST the Group Areas Board is going to hold a meeting in Simonstown,
southernmost South African town, and one-time British naval base. For over two
centuries Simonstown has been truly South African. There has been less colour

Liberals Back Wage Study

HE Naral Dividon of rthe Liberal Party of South Africa
“mofes with approval” the  pronouncemenir of leading
Darban public spokesmen that the regretrable occurrences in
Care Mawor have or their caurse the economic p]'.l'fhr of e
Afetcans, o oa starement on the sibject, the Natal chairman of
the Party sraees thar ar ity Easver National Congress the Liberal
Party decided 1o devore s acrivities during 1959 “chiefly 1o a
study of the wages of nnskilled African workers, so ar to fir itself
for action dﬂfi.wd fo bring abowr an improvement n these
wiges. From the resitlis of the survey so far, the Pietermariiz-
burg Brand findy thar the sitwation there (Pietermaritzburg) is mo

discrimination there than in any other of our towns.

White and

non-white worked

together on a basis of equality in the dockyard. White and non-white lived and traded
together, with almost no divisions., And with certainly no friction.

Up till the Mationalist victory
of 1948 the non-white people of
Simonstown could look forward
tor a decent future for themselves
amd their children, They lived
guiet, respeciable lives. Some
of them were elected fo the town

BY
PAUL MEYER

British conschence a nece-soumnding
cliwse was pul in by M. Erasmus

Fart of DNdo Yalley, two miles oot of town, now a rubbish domping
area, bud theoughd saitalde Tor Simonstown™s mnoae-whites (o live amd
trade im.

council and served the public as
well ag they knew.

Then two disasters hit them.

In 1948 the Mationalists came {o
power, pledged 1o inllict apartheid
odft South Africa irrepective of the
feclinga of the majority of the
people.

Then, after yearm of nagging, the
South  African governmenl was
given the naval base by the Brit-
ish povernment. As a sop o the

that sugpested that the non-white
inhabkitamts would not suffer by
the change.

What is
saw  when
Tast week.

As o work: it has been made
difficule for Coloured apprentices
to enter the dockvard, Evervthing
possible is being dome to favour
white vouths, [(Corfecd 16 May
repoarts the failure of the white

happening to them [
I visited Semonstown
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vouths to take their examinalions
seriously).

As o trade: proposals hove
been adverised which would
include the whole bausiness pare
af the town ms @ “white area™
(Contact 21 March), This means
quite simply, that traders and
basiness men who are ned while
will have o pack up and go.
What is proposed for them?

They are suppossd to move Lo
IHdo  Walley, some two  males
away from the town Much of
this walley (sce our illusiration) is
a slag-heap. In this wvalley they
will mot be able 1o trade, because
they will be in the veld.

I interviewed many residents.

I talked with Mr. [ P, Kessow
(#ee our cover picturel, He owns
one of the biggest general stores
in the town, stuated on the Mam

Wlr. Hadjic-Hakaar MMonoel (81),
ithe firal 1o inlrodece schoods Tor
Mulay children, @l still s&crEEry
off ihe burial aid sochety. Towards
ihe end of @ long life he will have
iy simrl @mll over sgwin, despite e
[wet thal his Tamily have lived in
Simanstoan Tor generations,

Road. In 1%% Mr Kessow in-
vested some  £14,000 in enlarge-
ments to his store, having got a
permil o do so from this same
Ciroup Areas Board.

What did ke think of the move
i Dedo Valley? “Dido Valley,”
said Mr. Kesow,” s where they
bury the dead.”

I talked with Mr. Davis, who is
a tpilor. He has ecight brothers
and sisters im Simonsiown.  And
his family has been living in
Simonsbown lor aver taa hondred
years miar where the mosque is,
Mr. Davis's pgreat-grandfathers
walked e Simonsiown across the
mouniains from Cape Town, and
were the fown's first masons. He
himself specialised lor twenty-flve
years in making nawal uniforms,
and he sull has the unofficial
appointment (o the Sowth African
Mavy. He told me: "1 depend on
the Navy, But the MNavy also
depends on me" IF he i o be
maoved out of town where lis

it thar wages are increased,”

berter than ar Care Manor and rr.\'_pmrfblle cifzeny thek

e Io

Cato Manor Riots

PRESSURE INCREASES FOR
AFRICAN WAGE RISES

From Contace Correspondent

DURBAN: The recent riots and bloodshed in Durban’s
African slum area, Cato Manor, has resulted in some deep
thinking by municipal officials and businessmen—thanks
largely to the plea for better wages for Africans made
recently by Mr, S, Bourguin, Director of Durban’s Bantu
Administration Department; and there is every hope now

that wages will be increased,

The Bantuo  Administration
Committes has agreed to urge
the City Council to accept the
principle of higher wages for
Bantu  workers, as  recom-
mended by Mr. Bourguin, It
was decided to send a copy of
Mr, Bourguin's report to the
Wage Board, which is at present
investigating the position of un-
skilled labour in Durban.

The Mayor of Durban, Mr.
W. E. Shaw, said that the Coun-
cil felt that the Board would
indlicate  an  improvement  in
African wages.

"My own personal view," he
said. iz that commerce and n-
dustry and all sections of our
community are more or less of
o mind that imcreases in non-
Eurgpean wages are not only in
the interests of non-Europeans
themselves, but would be of
considerable  benefit o the
population in general.”

Chairman of the Regional
Commiitee of the S.A. Institute
of Race Helations, Miss Hansi
Pollak, strongly backed Mr.
Bourquin's appeal.  “The Tnsti-
tue has for 30 vears conducied
research inbo African  incomes

and has stressed the ever-widen-
g gap between carnings amd

essential  family expenditure,”
ghe said,

“The perpeiuation of the
present inadeguate onskilled
wage breeds the many social
evils of African wrban
sociely, destroys the health
and morale of the people and
undermines the solidarity of
family life.”

Mr. M. 1, Fletcher, organiser of
the Textile Workers' Industrizl
Union, said that his union agrees.
with Mr. Bourquin that the hasic
cause of the recent Cato Manor
rioting was economic. “But before
the paverty of the majority of 5.4,
workers can  be  relieved, the
causes of this poverly musi be
removed. These are job reserva-
tion and the Imdusirial Concilia-
tion Amendment Act,”™ he said.

"It is a matter of deep regret
to us that in spite of constant
pleas for a minimum living wage
and the removal of diseriminatory
labour legislation, employers, as
well as Government and municipal
aofficials, have remaimed  un-
persuaded.”

SIMONSTOWN

family owns much property, he
would not know how to feed his
two children “because we can't =211
naval uniforms in the buoshveld.”

I talked with Mr. Raffee a
grocer (se-called Indian) most of
whose neighbours are Coloured
and Malay people, Under the

proposals he would be segregated
from his present :u:ighhnur:, ==
longing &= he does to a different
racial group.

I talked with Hadjie-Bakaar
Manuel, At 81 he cannot believe
that & law wrilten on a mene piece
of paper could ever deprive him
ol ks home. He s the fourth
peneralion of his family o work
im the dockvard. Our picture was
taken as he admired an old photo-
graph showing him greeting the
Muke of Kent during his visit to
Samarsiown.

Two years ago he bought his
howuse for £, evenphing in-
cluded. He s paying it off a1t £30
a year. If he is moved to Dide's
Valley his rent is certain to be
much higher—and he says that he
would never be able to afford it

Toe Hadjle-Bakaar Manoel
Group Areas means the diffe-

rence  beiween deceni
respeci Al serfdom.

At the comer of Thomas Streci,
named afier her forefathers. [
tnlked with Miss Thomas, once
the only teacher in the town. At
85 she denies being old, and says
that there are meany older than
herscll. At present she is knitting
socks for sale at the morning
market which is being held o
raise funds do help keep Group
Areas  away from  Simonstown,

And then I talked with Mr. H.
I. Manuel. He worked for 43
vears in the Maval Store, and his
sons  confinue  working  in the
dockyard.

He is a good Moslem. He told
mie that he wombered whether the
Group Areas Board was going to
build s new Mosgue in Dido's
Walley, "But anyway,” he added,
“they'll have to build e new
mosques—oane for the Malays, and
one for the Indiams. Because the
Indians belong f0 a  different
‘racial group” from the Malays."

As I came away T wished that
all the world could know how
harmless lives were being smashed
in order to fit the real people of
South Africa into the emzy MNat-
ionalist apgrifeld patiern.

11th July 1959
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LUTULI BAN PROTEST

SOUTH AFRICA

Liberals-ANC-TIC Hold
Mass Meeting On Rand

From Contact Correspondent

JOHANNESBURG: “The banning and banishment of ex-Chief Lutuli is neither a

democratic act nor a judicial one.
governments in order to stifle criticism and intimidate government opponents.

It is a device employed by autocratic and fascist

South

Africa has found its own method of Siberian silence and isolation.™

This was the view expressed
by Mr. Jack Lewsen, speaking at
the City Hall, Johannesburg,
recently at & mass meeting
attended by well over 2,500
people which  included many
Europeans and Asians, called by
the Liberal Party in conjunction
with the African Mational Con-
gress and the MNatal Indian Con-
gress  (as reported briefly in
Cowntact June 27).

Mr. Lewsen was the principal
speaker. He and others  fi-
cluding Mr. I. Unterhalter, Mr.
P. wvam Rensburg, Mr. Peter
Brown {Mational Chairman of
the Liberal Party) Mr. F. I.
Bithole (A.MN.C.) and Dr. M. M.
Motala (MIC) emphasised
Chief Lutuli’s great charm,
personal integrity and moderate
views and declared that if the

Government  wished to  drive
African leaders  into the
extremist camp, it could not

have taken more appropriate
action than by bamning and
hanishing soch men as Chiel
Lutuli and Mre, Oliver Tambao.

Continuing, Mr, Lewsen said ;
“to sulfer banishmeni, no crime

need be pinned or even charged,
-u-—u&-mdm the

Government is determined hat
the lawful things he has to say

gshall not be heard, Criminals

Rand Council Now
In Cahoots With

Oom Daan
JOHANNESBURG: In-
creasing evidence is avail-
able of the close relationship

that has been established
between Mr, Daan de Wet
Nel, Minister of Bantu
Administration and Develop-
ment. and the former
“rebel” United Party City
Council of Johannesburg,

It has become the proud boast
of Mr, P. R. B. Lewis, chairman
of non-European Affairs who
took up where the new M.P7s
Df. Boris Wilson, and Mr.
Hymie Miller, left off, that
never before has there been
such “co-operation™,

Mr. Lewis has achieved a

rach-publicised comp
with Mr. Mel over the closing of
the beer halls. In doing this he
scored a visible victory over the
Johannesburg Mationalists, who
had repeatedly spoken apainst
ANY COMmpromise.
. But while Mr., Lewis in
resolving the beer halls issne
may have done something con-
crete in the interests of the
500,000 African  citizens, he
has, perhaps in compensation,
tightened the screws on the
Council’s African tenants.

In this clamp-down, the coun-
cil is a party to sending to jail
some of the many breadwinners
who are in arrears,

The offence is not a criminal
one in civilised countries.
CONTACT

and law-breakers are not ban-
ned ) they are sent to paol. It s

. those who are guilty of no crime

that arc banned and banished.
The treason charges against ex-
Chief Lutuli were withdrawn in
December 1957 by the same
Minister of Justice who banned
and banished him 17 months
later, in May 1959,

“"Chicf  Luwtnli har  been
barned  because ke Iv the
elected representative of cive
ilised and integrated Ajfricans
af the towns ; the very people
wham the Government claim
have no place in the political
fabric of South Africa. He
is the leader of the men who
have learni most and most
quickly from the South Ajfri-
can industriad civilisarfion fo
which they have conributed
their Tebowr and ol Bur
the African fownsran hay no
place in the Verwoerd day-
dream of Baniistans,
“Morcover, he is being ban-

ned because his mfluence has
extended to all men of peace—
white and non-white.
“Increazing numbers of mem-
bers and supporters of the Nat-

ionalist and United Party, know

in their consciences that Lutuli's
claims are just and that he is
their best defence apainst Afri-
can extremism and violence,
Most of these men are too
frightened to speak up because
they know that their political
chiel, or overlord Verwoerd,
does pol accept criticism. He
believes that through his Bantu-
stans, through banpishment and
other oppressive laws, he can
wipe the slate clean, but written
there indelibly is the message of
Congress—"Africans are South
Africans, and the only peaceful
future is to accept them and
work together™,

“That too is the message of
Lutuli. It has engraved itself in
the inner consciences of white
as well as black. For thiz mes-
sage he is being banned, but the
banishment has nothing to do
with democracy or civilisation,
for they cease to exist when
criticism is banned, protest out-
lawed and the alternative view-
point silenced. He has been ban-
ned, not becanse he is & Com-
munist or a wrongdoer, but be-
cause he is a man of influence
and prestige who was listened to
alike by white and non-white.

“By any test of Western civ-
ilisation, Lutuli is as civilised as
any Government official or Cab-
inet Minister, Tf sober, respon-
sible and tolerant men Jlike
Lutuli are pushed aside, not by
the choice of the own followers
but by the ruthless and tyran-
nical act of Government, their
successor will not speak with his
moderation and humanity.

*The men who have been
banned are exponents of fon-
violence, moderation and sanity.

All hiz life Luthuli held a
position of i trust and
leadership. e did so without

surrendering to anger or bitter-

ness, to the viclence or excite-
ment of extreme Natonalism.,
He has shown himself as ong of
the rarest political leaders;—
the incorruptible man of prin-
ciple, who will not be misled by
the tempiations of popularity,
the fear of being supplanted and
all those other reasons which
politicians put forward 1o excuse
themselves when they abandon
principle.

“Lotoll is and always has
been a man of peace; a man
whi abhors violemce, whaose
appeal is to reason, and
whose Faith in human beings
is built upon his proven and
bumble aceepiance of chris-
timn doctrine, The impaticnd
men, the adherents of extrem-
ism, - have, by ihe act of
Minister Swarf, been given
their best opportomity o
supplant him.

“The demand that the ban
should be withdrawn is not only
a demand based on justice ; it is
based too on self-interest, for
without Lutoli, extremism and
sirife will grow. The moderate
demands of Lutuli will never be
gilenced ; they will merely be re-
stated by men- less sober, less
responsible, less tolerant and less
civilised.”

Mr. van Rensburg referred to
the meeting of the Pretoria
Political Study Circle at Pretoria
Iast year when Lutuli had been
assaulted. He himself had been
present at that meeting and had
noted Lutuli’s courage m con-
tinuing to address the mesting
in spite of hiz mjury, and his
equanimity in refraining from
hitterness after the provocation
affered.

Mo resolution was offered at
the mesting at the City Hall,
Johannesburg, but the audience
by its thunderous applanse
indicated  ite  overwhelmimng
agrecment with what was said.

Employers To
Blame For
Durban Misery

DURBAN: The misery and

degradation faced by many
Africans obliged poverty in
its most stark devastating

form are referred to in the
annual report of the Durban
Bantu Child Welfare Society
which iz doing so much to help
those in need.

In reviewing the work of
the past r, the Society’s
organiser, Miss E. Whitaker,
says that the Society fecls called
upon again  and again to
reiterate its condemnation of a
gystemn which permits thousands
of people to live in semi-
starvation. The main blame is
attached to employers of labour
who fail to pay a living wage
and to recognise the fact that
the employer is boond in con-
science to  ensure  that the
worker is justly recompensed,
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CHIEF RABBI'S CONDEMMNATIOMN

“ALL JEWISH FARMERS

(EXCEPT
ONE)

RELEASED PRESSED LABOUR”

JOHANNESBURG: A sermon on the subject of
Jewish farmers and farm labour was featured recently
throughout the press and was commented on in one of the
debates in the House of Assembly. In it, the Chief Rabbi,
Professor L. I. Rabinowitz, said that as a result of repre-
sentations, all Jewish farmers, with the exception of one on
the platteland, had released their African labourers and

would no longer employ them,

This, however, was later
denied by two Jewish farmers
and also by the Rand Labour
Bureau, the latter stating that it
continges (o receive requests
almost daily from the platteland
asking for such labour,

In his sermon to a larpe
congregation m the Great Syna-
gogue, Johannesburg, the Chief
Rabbi appealed to  Jewish
farmers not to make use of
pressed African labour as, apart
from taking advantage of cheap
labour, the practice was against
the religious principle of respect
for the human being and of
human rights,

He said: "I ever there was a
nesd to rededicate oorselves again
to & spiritual and ethical ideal, to a
divine ideal of the Bible, that need
cries oul to-day in this country
ammd at this time. Government
legistation, irrational prejudice,
fear and the undoubted facts of
their slow stage of development,
out of which they are virtually
precluded from emerging, have
brought abowt a sitoation that the
market value of the vast majority
of the population of this country
—those who are distinguished by
the fact that their skins are not
while—is low, They represent the
fact of cheap labour, and az long
as we are in this country and are
part of its system, we acquiesce

not only passively bul actively in
thizs fact of the inferiority of the
market walue of thess human
beings. EBach and every one of us
who has a Mative servant is taking
advantage of that cheap labour,

“And yed, I would not regard
this a8 a matter for such grave
concern, were it not for the
equally undeniable fact that in-
evitably, albeit unconsciouosly,
inexorahly if unexcusably, out of
that debased market value there
emerges a lowering of the con-
ception of the value of that person
a5 a human being, endowed with 3
divine soul.

“Iv there anyome who will
deny that allegation? When
we gpen our papers daily and
read of rthe britel coouls
wihen we hear of the banning of
free zpeech, when the revela-
tior:  of  the ewily  whick
accompany  the illegal sending
of Natives for form  Tabowr,
when we rend of the condidons
nnder which they live= do mat
all sthere, and countless odher
exmmples, add wp to one salied
and undeniable facr, that they
are @l derivatives of the lack
of appreciadon of the basde
warth of hieman rouls?

I have come to the conclusion,
which iz by no means a stariling
one, that the inevitable result of
that cheapening of others is that
one becomes cheapened oneself™

11th Jaly 1959
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World’s Oldest Ironworkers
Were In Africa

N INDIA, Africa south of the Zambesi, and in Western Sudan are located the oldest

iron-working countries in the world, Here iron was produced long before the craft of

the iron-worker was developed in Europe—in fact, even before such :.-.w:-rlc was
attempted in the early Egyptian civilisation. Round about 1300 B.C. the E_gyptlans prob-
ably coined the word they used for the iron imported from the Sudan, but it was at least
a thousand years later that the first iron was actually worked in Egypt. (1)

It was only during the last few
dtﬂdkl::ﬂ lbl'cl.l;'l;ﬂ'll;: craft of iromn-
working n dying out in pri-
mitive Africa, among the last of
the tribes to sustain the craft
being the Lozi people in Barotss-
land, who as recently as the last
war made a variety of articles in
iron.

In the old days the Loz em-
ployed other fribes 1o do iron
waork, rather than perform  the
actual tasks themselves, for this
measterful tribe congquered some
other 25 firibes in  Barotseland,
mmang them the Kwangwa, long
famous as the smiths of Barotse-
land, But, although the Kwanga
did the actual work, the Lozi pro-
vided the incentive for them to
embark on il. For long the Lozi
amd the Kwangwa fought for
mastery in the Upper Zambesi
region, those fertile plains, well
watered, teeming with garme, and
mist desitable from every point of
view.

When the Lozi prevailed, the
Kwangwa were forced fo setfle on
margins of the v¥leis, encouraged
to work the iron of the region.
Later the Kwanpwa went o live
with another tribal group, also
notable for skill with reetals and
in time a few other tribes joined
this group, the workers noted for
thelr ability to produce arlicles
from native-made iron. (I)

Among the products of these
smiths in recent years is the com-
mon hoe, skilfully ridged across the
blade to its spike, which iz st into
the handle fo strengthen it. In
working this metal, otter-skin
bellows are used, the skin braysd
with particular care because of ifs
rarity.

Dtter-skin was 50 much a symbol
of thiz craft. that other types of
gkin were rarely chosen, In fact,
it wns once the custom o lay each
newly born Kwangwa child on an
otier-skin near & forpe, a formsal
act of dedication to the traditional
craft of the tribe,

Later it was the responsibility of
n near relative to train the growing
boy in such smithy waork. Some of
these Kwangn smiths survive, u.T!d
perhaps others will be trained
the future, bui then they will be
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ootupied more with the repair of
imported metal implements  and
tools rather than in the manufac.
ture of their own hoes and spears.
3

Mow there is litile indigenous
iron working in  the African
regions, for the importation of
cheap implements and other metal
goods, all so0 much cheaper and
ofien better than the indipenous
article, has dissouraged the primi-
tive ironmasiers of Africa. African
workers generally produced a type
of iron suitable for forging rather
than casting. and a procedure
parfected  centuries ago has re-
mained standard ever since. There
wins no research that might have
revealed processes to make steel,
the manufacture of which has re-
malmed a myvelery o the African
worker.  {4)

The design of the primitive
furnaces. too, allowed only for ‘the
attalnment of a comparatively low
temperature, so that iron coold not
be smelted effectively. Air of nor-
mal femperature, mot the hot air
blasis of the modern steel mill, ran
inte- the furmaces through long
pipes so that the best that coold
b hn]'ﬂ] for was a MArTiage ol ore
amd carbon. eventually ylelding a
kind of puddled iron.

The original African irom fur-
naces were fashioned without an
air blast of any tvpe. Even in
these days certaln iron furmaces of
this tvpe are found in Topolamd,
where they are it up io ten feal
in height, the idea being to pro-
msrta 8 stromg natural deaught from
the bottom to the top. In & few
Temofe areas, from anmcient fimes
right up fo the present day, the
iron-worker has been a keyman in
African economy, nesded as much
im times of peace as in war. (5)

While he made vast quantities of
stabbing spears and such equip-
mant, ke also fashioned the axes
with which trees were felled and
the hoes to cultivate the ground.
He made the fne-barbed fish-speary
and the spears and arfows to hunt
game o feed the people. Tpon
the skill of the iron-worker de-
pended the well-being of the tribe,
and thus in most parts of Afrlea
the smith stood high among his
fellows,

The Fuliz gave the smith fhe
same Tespected title as the doctor
and the magician, who were the
iriRyanga. In Sonth and
Eastern Africa only the Mazai are
sgid to have looked down wupon
their smiths, putting such workers
in an inferior casbe, ved without
them the Masai could not have
waped their often successful raids
on the other tribtes.  (§)

For these and other reasons the
ancient craft of iron-working. es-
pecially smelting and forging. was
the basis of Afrcan 1Eg;uu:|h abait
the beginning of the world. The
Karanga people of Rhodesia said

that when the world was created
the only W0 Persons in exisience
were Mwets] {the moon), who was
the first man created, and the first
woman, whose name was Marsassi,
They discovered the art of making
fire, identified by the African
people with all forms of active
creation.

S0 Marsassi gave the earth its
first coating of grass, bush and
other vegetation, grains, vegetables,
fruits and the ofher food nesds of
the people. While she was en-
gaped in this enormons fask,
Mwetsi devoded hirsell to the pro-
duction of iron, from which later
he forged axes, hoes, spades and
other implements to il the fields
20 that the vyield of food from
Marmssis plants would be in-
crensed,

Anproving keenly of this ine
dustry, Monri, the titular god of
the tribe, presented to Wwetsi his
secomd  wife, the “evening star,”
Maronga, who busied herself with
the procreation of the first animals.
With the carth vielding lawishly
plants snd tress, thronged with
game, Mwetsi became king over all
the Tand he could survey. a man
apart from his fellows becausa he
held the secret of making and
working iron.

As his days drew to an end he
hecame seriously ill.  When the
witchdoctor consulted the bones he
foumad that 1t was fime for Mwatsi
fo refurn te the tribal pod. He
was strangled by his son, apparent-
Iv the first ritual murder of 8 king.
At suhseguent  performances  of
this custom the ritual demanded
that & storv-poem be recited, telling
anew the story of Mwelsi and how
he ereated the world.

Thus the whole art of working
iron in Afrlea was bound op with
myth amd teadition. Among the
“endn people of the MWorthemn
Transvaal fhree  different  pro-
fessions were concerned in pro-
ducing iron. There was the ore
carrier or miner, whose job was
to ensure that adequate supplies
reached the smeller, who from this
material  prodeced the wrought
iron lumps passed to the thind
party, the blacksmith, who ex-
changed crudely manufactured iron
gondds for this raw material. (T)

‘The smelter, the most vital man
of the trio, master of the secret of
smelting, knew where to obtain the
ingredients to compound the medi-
cimes swmential (o hix eraft.  Asg
with =0 much else in African iron-
working, this  vital knowledge
passed down from father to son.

1. D, P, L, Breusz “Metal-
lurgy in Africa”.

L. “British Sreelmaker”
Awupnst, 1955,

Y. RBhodes-Livingsfome Tnsti-
fule.

d. Prof. J. W. Gregory. Uni-
verslty of Flasgpow.

5. Africam  Observer, Moy
193,

&, Ar. Geo Revburn, edifor
"Tecor News"

T. Glasgow Evening News
MNow M, 1932,

AFRICAN LINE OF BEAUTY

This 1iil-year-old iron axe from Poringuese East Africa has n woodes
handle covered compleiely by a metal mesh pattermed with greal
precision throughoul its entire length.

workmanshlip and design,

The blade is abko of foe

FOLICE BRIBERY

£25 FOR A PASS

CAPE TOWN: Serious allegations of bribery in the

administration of the pass laws were proved in a Tecemt case™—

heard in the Magistrate’s court, Wynberg (Cape), when
Mbulelo Botile (39) a member of the 5.A. Police was
charged on one count of theft, one of assault, and one of
corruption. He pleaded not guilty to all three counts.

In the third count, the Crown
alleped that Botile accepted £25,
promising to get a pormit en-
abling a witness to stay in the
Peninsula.

Mdumdumoe Makonco, of
Langa, said that on December
16 last year he was arrested in
Cape Town for being in the
Peninawla without a permit. He
was found puilty at the Langa
Mative Commissioner's Courl
and fined £5 {or 25 days).

Hiz brother brought him £3
and he was told to pay his fine.

He was waiting in the queus
with many others when Botile
cameé (o him and told him to give
him the £5, He would pay the
fine for him, Botile said.

But after that he was taken to
Roeland Street jail and served a
25-day sentemce. His fine, he
found, had never heen paid.

Jackson Mienteni, of Langa,
said that on April & he and a
friend were walking m Bhu
Avenue in the location when
saw Botile. He greeted Botile,

Batile asked him what he had
said and the next moment struck
him in the face, knocking him
down,

Tackson Quobo, of Langa, said
he had come to the Peninsula
last year to seck work. He had
no permit, He soon met a cer-
tain Tom Dywashu, who said he
would get him a permit for £25,

His wyounger brother gave
Drvwashu some moncy and his
reference book.

He waited but never got a
permit 5o in March he went fo
the registration office in Langa
and got a permit there. Bot it
wias not with Dywashu's help.

Dywashu, who said he know

Qobo well, said that when Qobao
came 1o Langa he (Dywashu)
asked Botile to get a permit for
him. Botile zaid he would try
but that it would cost £25.

By borrowing some moncy and
adding £9 of his own he made
up the sum and gave the £25 and
Qobo's reference book (o Botile.

In wain he waited sofme months
for the permit then demanded
the money back. Botile never
repaid it and returned only the
referemce book.

The magisteate found Botile
guilty on all three counts and
sentenced him to nine months”
imprisonment with hard labowr,

He was sentenced to 30 days
on the count of theft, four
months on the count of fraud,
and another four months on the
count of corruption.

AFRICAN AID
ASSOCIATION
Pty. Ltd.

Monthly membership
for advice on legal,
and social assistance,
including FREE life
and burial insurance

Write new for full partiealars
F.O. Box 10853, Johannashurg
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SONGS ARE POLITICAL
BAROMETER IN AFRICA

Negro Africa, such as Ghana in the British realm and
of Guinea in the French sphere, has attracted the
politically-minded throughout the world. The world press
has made great play with the theory of the new ferment
which is alleged to be stirring up African peoples to strife in

THE appearance of independent, autonomous states in

Kenya and to rioting in the Federation of Rhodesia.

The question arses, how e
is it lo describe ihese political
changes m Africa as ferment

seething through the black
masses, like a little leaven that
leaveneth the whole lump

making it all rise up?

To answer such a gquestion
one  must  seek  a  political
barometer that can be used to
test o what extent this new
political ferment is acting as a
little leaven and permeating the
thoughts of the masses, or is
becoming their permanent obses-
sion. Is there such a barometer?

The answer is yes, there is
such a barometer and it is the
songs of the people, for, as
Tellinek in 1844 remarked “the
inmer history of a people is con-
tamed 1m its songs” Tennyson
pointed that “the song that
nerves a nation’s hearl 18 0
itself a desd”, and one is
reminded of those  stirring

By

M.D.W. JEFFREYS

Scottish "warsnnfs that would
make a coward fight.” T

Ag reinforcimg my contention
that songs are the palitical
barometer of a people’s temper,
there is the old saw: “pive me
the making of the songs of a
people, I care not who makes
the laws."”

Songs, as  the  political
barometer of a people’s temper
faithfully carry the voiced

messages of the masses as M,
ba Ezra in his Selecied Poems
siressedd when he wrote: “Song
is a faithful messenger.” The
d Testament, of course, had
said ms much far earlier: “This
song shall testify before them as
wilness,"”

NOW — ALL TOGETHER

Elizabeth, recently.

Several school chilrs ook parl in o mosic competifion ai Por

This piciure shows Miss N, Silinga conducting
a junier choir Crom. the Maolepe H.P. School, ™ew Hrighion.

ALL-AFRICA CHURCH
COMMITTEE STARTS WORK

‘ FELL-KMOWHN to South
Africans and to  the
Liberal Party, Mr. and Mrs., Jack
Grant, once of Adam's College,
Matal, are now living in Salis-
bury, Mr, Grant is now the
Interirn Secretary to the All
African Church Conference.

In & Press release Mr. Girant
hag informed ws about the All-
Alrica Church Conference.  The
first conference was held in Janu-
ary, 1958, at Thadan, Migeria. To
this Conference went d-eh:gatns
from all the major protesiant
churches at work in the Continent
—  Anglicans, Baplists, Congre-
gntionalists, Coptics, Dutch Re-
formed., Luatherans, Methodists,
Presbyterians, Salvation Army, and
others—from - 24  different  ferri-
tories in Africa.

The delegates were Hlack, Col-
oarred. Indian, Ethiopian, Egyptian,
Malapasy, and White,
CONTACT

The Conference appointed a
Provisional ©Commites 1o itake
appropriate  steps  to  keep  the
Churches in touch with each other.

Mow a full time Secretary is to
be appointed al the earlies) pos-
sible opportunity. It is proposed
thai the Secretary has his office in
oMme sirategic centre in Afrnca
and that through correspondence,
consullation, conferences, and
travel, alm at forging such links as
will be acceptable and advisable.

It is eshmated that the cost of
this new venture will be approxi-
mately £7,000 pgr annum, and it is
hoped that this sum will be raised
within Africa from the Chuorchies
amd othars interested

Domations  showld bhe send
throngh local Ministers or Church
orgunisntions or fo the Inlerim
Secretary, the All Africa Church
Conferemce, 1 Mclarem Road,
Milion Park, Salisbury, 5. Rho-
s,

What then are the songs thai
the Africans all over Africa are
singing in the kraals and meeting
places, on the roads amd at
waork, by firesides and water-
holes, in the harvest fields and at
festivals?

Some research has recenily
been. conducted into the gues.
twn by the Honorary Secretary
of the African Music Society,
Mr. Hugh Tracey.

In his editorial to Wol. 2, No.
1 of the journal Ajfrican Music
for 1938 he writes to the effect
“that there has been little or no
mention from any guarter other
than West Africa of the use of
political songs composed by the
folk either in town or country,”™

Ot of more than a thousand
folk songs recently collected
from six different territories in
southern Africa, less than point
five per cent had any tinge of
political content,

My, Tracey concludes with
the words: “A frue croes
section af the yongy of Africa
il revealy the heart of the
people  rather  rhan  the
colwmns of the daily papers
I which  sensafion  rather
than  sexe,  romanticizm
rather than rowmance, and
revoll  rather fhan  respon-
sibility is safealle ‘news', The
grear body of soltd  sovial
covreoerense and actlvily ax
revealed in their songs is per-
kapsy more praly represenia-
five of the mﬂmﬁf the
masi of Africanr shan the
fulminationy of politicians

seeking  swift  self-advance-

song, the political
barometer of a people, 5o far as
the mass of Africans in Africa
i= concerned. still shows no signs
of storm: is still set fair: still
révigils  the deep and rich
humanity of the African con-
cerned with life, love and death,
suffering, song and laughter;
still shows that the African has
the gift for shaping into music
the essentials of living,
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ONE MAN ONE VOTE IN 1959

LEKHOTLA LA SECHABA.
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Election interest is rising in Baswtoland, where all fax-
payers, men and women above 21, comprising some 250,000
people out of a total population of some 750,000, will vote for
162 Diisirici Councillors in October. These District Councillors,
under ithe mew will cleck 40 members of the |

constitution,
Legistative Council of 80, The other members will be nominated
by the Paramoomt Chief.

Six parties are already in the feld, the Basuto National
Party, the Basutoland Congress Party, the Basptoland Labour
Party, the Marema Tlow, ihe Basuioland Progressive Assoclatiom
and (the oldest of all) the Lekhotla la Bafo (Cowrt of the
Commoners), OF these only the Buasuio National Party and
the Basuloland Congress Parly are likely io gain much support.

Preparations behind ithe scenes are in full swing and a
retired South Africam electoral officer has been brooght ln bo
help. Pictured is o positer calling on the people fo enrol. Ti
remils, in Sotho: “1959 Elections. Baswioland Mational Council.
Register now, so that you can vofe,”

NEW BASUTOLAND CONSTITUTION

EXPERTS AND CHIEFS
DISCUSS NEXT PHASE

From Contact Correspondent

MASERU: Following up its recent successful Seminar
on Teacher Training, the University College of Pius XII,
Roma, Basutoland, widened the scope of is extension and
community service programme recently with a one day
Seminar on Constitutional Development in Basutoland.

Professor John Lewis of the
London University School of
Education was chairman of the
seminar panel. which included
Mr. John Moffatt—Colonial
Office Adviser on  Community
Development and for a gquarier
century an administrative officer
in Tanganwika ; Mr. O, A G,
Wallis, Colonial Office Adviser
on Local Government: Mr. Al
Taylor, Diirector of the Institute
of Education at University Col-
lege, Ghana; Dr. J, C. van
Loenen, Head of the Depart-
ment of Political Science at Pius
KIT University College.

sible for law-making in domestic
affairs.

The lecturer also drew atten-
tion to the spirit of mubeal
pood  will in which delicate
negolintions were carried out be-
tween  the British and the
Bazutn, pointing to Basutoland
as an example to the world of

Owver 45 members of the Mat-
ional Council, Chiefs, repre-
senfatives of political rties
from all over Basutoland, Brit-
izh government officers and the
stafll and students of Pius XTI
College heard Dr. wvan Loenen
discuss the meaning of constitu-
tional democracy. By means of
specially  prepared charis, Dir,
van Loenen  illustrated  the
evolutionary character of the
first stages of constitutional pro-
gress  in Basutoland as  en-
visaged in the current pro-
posals, emphasizing the import-
ance of the step which makes an
clected Basuto Council respon-

what sincere collaboration may
achieve.

Traming in civic understand-
ing and responsibility in the
schools and the communily was
strongly advocated by the panel
and from the flosor.

Chiefs, Councillors and others
present showed keen interest in
the constifutional machinery,
and in the probiems arising from
responsibility, In accordance
with the wviews they expressed
for a regular programme of
study days, the committes on
extra-mural studies at the Col-
lepe will maugurate plans for
such a programme immediately,
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NO CELEBRATIONS IN 1960 !

confercnce
African

T the recent
denaminational

Ministers”

in Vereeniging of the Inter-
Federation  support  was

found for The Rev. James Calata’s proposal that there be no

cglebralions next vear (o mark the
[n=tead, sand that grand old man of the ANC.,

lshment of Union.
prayer meetings should be held a
moming should be held,

We associate ourselves with Mr, Calata’s view.

Huh, anniversary of the estab-

Il ower the country, and a day of

In our opinion

next year's celebrations should inclede none but Dir. Verwoerd's

asRociales,

Council, by drawing up a rema

We are happy to notice that the Cape Town Cily

rkably thin programme for next

vear's “feast” appears also to agree with Mr. Calata,

What after all has the nation

What have Africans to celebrate?

got to celebrate?
For the Prime Minister has

this vear served them with notice that they must expect to become

forcigners in

“white™ South Afreca, the 874 of their native land

which the race-theorists do not class as Bantustan.

What have Indian South Africans to celebrate? Like lacoh,
they have worked twice the stipulated time, and their reward ig still
withheld. They, too, have been served with notice under the group
arcas act that they are to cease regarding their own land as their
bome, and should instead look over the Indian Ocean (o India.

What have Jewish South Africans to celebrafe?

Many came

io this country to escape religious prejudice in other lands. And
many fled the racial insanily awakened in Eurepe by that maniac

despor, Adolf Hitler.

Adter hopes that they had put all that behind

thern we see, in this vear, and among the closest associates of the
Prirne Minister, the same danger signals as Europe saw a gencration
ago, We read, all but unbelievingly, of the Government benches
in the Transvaal Provincial Council recking helplessly with mirth as
one of their leaders put on a vaudeville act, a grolesque piece of
circus buffoonery, a despicable would-be imitation of a Jew,

What have English South Africans to celebrate?  After all the

mosy dreams of 1910, of equality

and comradeship beiween the two

white races, they now realise that the government is composed of
Aheir implacable enemies, determined (o rool out the influence of
English everywhere where they have power, to eradicate the memory

of English among all, white and

non-white, who are in the power

-of this evwil gang. Let the public note well the names of all thoss

shame next year.
And what have those truest

— English who tum up at the “feasts™ and who celebrate their own

of South Africans, the Coloured

people, got to celebrate? Twelve yvears ago they could feel at home

en the beaches, in the towns and

in the country of their own home-

knd. To-day government hostility radiates from every beach, every

bench, almost every streel corner.

kave been told by the powerful

Like Tews in Hitler's Beich they
that they arc no lomger, as they

Ahowght, citizens of their own homeland. They have besn remowved

from the woter's rolls.

The central suburbs are being slowly

closed 10 them, and they are being squeezed out into distant,
mmproductive, sate-regimented ghettoes. The Mationalist barbariang

hawe tried to destroy the roots of the Coloured people.

And

now they have the insolence to ask those same Coloured people (o
celebrate o state-instituted feast of jov, of thankfulness for 30 vears

of white domination.

And so, with Mr, Calata, we say;

Mo celebrations in 1960,

And we expect all with any sense of decency and sclf-respect to
baoveott the “Union Feast™ with ws.

THE BOYCOTT MUST GROW

THE Jamaican government has introduced a total boyeotl of

South African goods.  Mr,

Eric Loww-has protested loudly.

The loudness of Mr. Eric Loww’s crics is an index of how seriously

this move threatena the Union government.

Jamaka’s trade with

South Africa B small {goods worth £237.000 from, and goods

waorth £14,000 to South Africa),

But it s an example which may

well spread to other, more important, markets.

For a long time it has seemed obvieus that it is only a combina-
fion of internal pressures amnd overseas sanctions that will make

wpartheid Tall,

As the internal prosures build up, s0 will the owver-

seas pressures build up. In the present instance it scems clear that

pressire on the West Indies mot
1o South Africa has influenced

to send a segregated cricket team
Mr. Morman Manley, Jamaican

Premier, to declare the boveott. The Jamaican boyeott will influence
other nations, and, in their turn, these external boyeotts will help fo

encourage the oppressed in South
1o tarn the heat on further. As
imterest in our intermal struggle

Adrica and their allies and friends
this heat gets turned on so world
will increase, and boyeotts and

sanctions will spread until not one ounce of goods or gold, and not
one passenger, will be able to move in or out of South Africa by

sea, land, or air,

When this stage has been reached apartheid will fall.

all democrats must rejoice

For this
at Mr, Manley's ploneering move,

Id he not now use his immense prestige to insist that Mr, Worrell
put off his controversial segregated tour?

CONTACT

“hnd og o small token of my regord and esfeem . . .

Why ‘Bloke

HEAR rumours from
London  that William
“Bloke™ Modisane was

recently invited to give a
talk to B.B.C. listeners on
the problems of a black
writer in South Africa.
Bloke Modisane is the man
who, in the language of
Sophiatown, recently “baled
out” of the country after
having been refused a pass-
port by the Government,

I can’t think of any man, with
the possible exception of Zeke
Mphahlele, who 18 more quali-
fied to talk on this subject.

I remember Bloke, in particular,
as a man who felt the hurt so
deeply and so personally that I
wandered if he would not explode
ar commit suicide i he didn't
leave the country. I remember the
nighta in Sophiatown just before
he left,. We would sit up late
nights  listening 1o what  we
cynically referred to as a “culture
on dise.,”  Time and again we
listened 4o the deep voice of
Canada Lee, the late Nepro actor
who came o South Africa lo star
in Alan Paton’s "Cry the Beloved
Country.”

In a recorded interview back in
New York Lee had commented on
the crizis of our human relation-
ships here. The old man seemed
to  have sensed the hort more
decply than any alher visitor to
Sonth Africa and when he spoke
of the degradation of houman
dignity he pave an emolional
strength to  these words which
urged Bloke on o think that it
was possible, like Les, for human
dignity to rise above the worst
affronls the white people of this
couniry were capahle of giving,

Bloke, like indeed many black
writers in South Afres, was con-
stanily irked by the barmers which
prevented him from participating
in the cultural experence of the
coamntry, There were moments of
poignancy when the black man

BY
LEWIS NKOSI

was ¢onsiantly reminded of his
podilion in society,  In the com-
pany of whites, for instance, Bloke
would join in the discussion of
great films as if he had had the
chance to see them. When asked
if he had, in fact, seen them, he
would reply rather shamefacedly
that ke had only rerd aboot them.
They were mostly films banned to
Adricans,

There was this continuous feel.
ing that one was being cut off
from a large slice of experience.
These barriers were not only dan-
perous hecause fhey pcm:malad -
cerlain -|‘.'u|l|.1|-.|l poverty in which
thie Black writer had to live un=
able to alleviate: but they also
opened up dangerous avenues of
cscape from his liberary responsi.
bilities, Lack of talent and the
paveity of output could be justi-
fisd om s0 many grounds  that
many young people irving 1o write
ju:-1 sat around evenings grousing

abait  their problems or getfing
drunk.

T don™t want to sugpest that this
desire to escape did not arise out
of a genuine feeling of entrap-
mient. I suffer from it pers
pefually.  Although a wrilter is
suppased fa work in loneliness,
there ia no deeper problem for him
than lomely lving., It is a loneli-
mess barn of a desies for participa-
tion, to be part of things, the froe-
dom to live on many levels, o
select friends whom to love and
frigmis with whom to fight accord-
ing io temperament. I know
some  spiritually  uwnder-privileged
people have suggested that this B
a snobbish desre in the creative
arbist to flee from his people.

I know this to be untrue because
while Sophiatown remained intact
we felt that we could endare, at
least fo some extent, For most of
us  Sophiatown,
community spirit, provided some
emotional warmth which could
sustain ws for many days and

Baled Our

nights of culural and spiritual

sterility, The throb of life of the
people here was  a  constant
inspiration. There was even falk

amangst the more ambitions of os
of ¢reating & Sophiatown literature
which would declare adequately
the social experience of the poople
who belonged to what we coms
sidered a wnique non-white com-
munity.

This started us on a quest! Long
nights of intense discussion, Jazs,
drinking, reading,  dreaming.
Sometimes  young people  from
Europe and America, stopping
awhile in  Johannesburg, would
ook us up in Sophiatown. Those
were the most satisfying nights bes
cause they gave us an insight into
what could be a great future for
this country if people were per-
mitted personal choice, The irony
of it was that this illegal fringe o
which we retreated in search of
experience wad the ideal because it
wias the only time that we and our
white friends could live above the
narrow, sectional life 10 which
black and white South Afrcans
Were 80 accusbomed,

I am asure Dr. Versoerd will
gain great satsfaction from this—
il he reads Covtracs at all.  He will
feel that he did his duty in pulling
Sophiatown apart, a place which
was beginning 1o bread a dane
gerowsly subversive element deter-
mined to dely the South African
traditional way of life

However, it scens 1o me thal we
wire 50 absorbed with the prob-
lert af making an escape from the
depths of lonelinesg in which we
were  constandly  getting  bogped
down that we didn's have time for
anything else. We were constantly
engaged in this quest for meaning-
ful expericnce in the mids of a
Iife of cultural poverly and comse-
quently did not get dsengaged
long enongh to create a literature,
When we were dislodged from
Sophiatown by police raids and
the pulling down of houses, thess
was a lonely fecling that a com-
munity of feeling was no longer
possible.  But I also think that
some of us began fo write in
earnest.
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PETER BROWN takes . . .. .

I Salute Our M.P.s

Feier Brown, Chairman of
the Liberal Pariy.

LL the necessary steps

have now been taken

to secure the disappea-
rance from Parliament of
“MNatives’ representation™ as
we have known it since 1936,
Few would argoe that the
1936 Act itself was anything
but an infringement of Afri-
can political rights as they
existed at that date, and none
could pretend that that Act
gave the African people ade-
quate political representa-
tion. Mevertheless, if the Act
had few wvirtues, it did at
least have two. It conceded
the right of the African

seRSORIE 10, Yoice in the place
re the laws that really
mattéer arc made and, for
twenty-three years, it sent to
that place most of the best
Parliamentarians Parliament
was to sce, The Ballingers,
Brookes, Buchanan, Basner,
Kahn, Molteno, Rubin,
Stanford—where would one
find seven white constituen-
cies which have chosen half
as well?

As they are squeered out of
office T would like to take this
opportunity of pa}r'm tribute to
the Liberal Party's four Parlia-
mentary  representatives —
Margarct Ballinger and Walter
Stanford in the House of Assem-
bly, William Ballinger and Leslie
Rubin in the Senate. And if
Margaret Ballinger's name crops
up most frequently it is no re-
flection on her colleagues but a
reflection of her many years of
brilliant  defence African
rights,

I think it is unarguable that,
since 1936, Margaret Ballinger
has been the most consistent up-
holder Parliament has known of
those values which are supposed
to be basic to the Western demio-
cratic way of life. Soccessive
South  African Governments
have devoted hours and days in
Parliament to uttering glib plati-
tudes about “saving while civili-
sation” and in concocting
schemes ostensibly  aimed  at
doing just that.

I il 27 B0
Margaret Ballinger, who ¥
knew what “western civilisation™

CONTACT

was and who knew better than
mist how it might be saved,
ghould have found herself in
perpetual opposition o these
schemes, seeing that they carried
within them the seeds of destrue-
tion of what they were supposed
Lo protect.

She has spent a large part of
her Parlamentary career fighting
brilliant rearguard actions de-
gigned to save the soul of
Western civilisation from the
ravening wolves of White supre-
macy. It has been a thankless
task and onc in which she has
enjoved no support from the
Mationalist Parly and precious
little, on many vital lssues, from
the [nited Party.

In spite of this she has some-
how stuck to that thankless task
and, again and again, has even
gslenced the faunts of the
Mationalist young-bloods with
the wunanswerable case with
which she has confronted them.
True, they have not changed
their views, but to indoce silent
attention in  politicians  who
generally only enjoy listening to

their own wviews s no small
accomplishment !

Mrs. Ballinger, by wvirtue of
her long service, occupies a par-
ticular place among ‘“Natives
Representatives™ and among
Liberal Party members in Parlia-
ment. But what is true of her
long Parliamentary record is also
true of her colleagues’ briefer
spans of office and perhaps the
one bright spot in this last
session of Parliament has been
the fight which the Liberal mem-
bers have put up, as the threat
of extinction hung over them,

For a non-Mationalist—and,
who knows, perhaps even for
some Mationalists? — this rmuost
have been one of the least
pleasant Parliamentary sessions
since Union. Apart from the
forbidding presence of D,
Verwoerd, casting his own,
special gloom over the proceed-
ings, it has been distinguished by
increasing displays of arrogance
by his supporters. Tt has also
been & session  during  which
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miore far-reaching, controversml
measures have been imtrod

than in any other, aad in which
the puillotine has been applied
maore rigorously than ever before.

YWital Bills have come thick
and fast, the one on the heels
of the other, scarcely giving the
thin ranks of those who have
opposed them tme to recover
from one contest befors they
have been thrown into another.

It would have needed a
miracle for the Liberals to have
managed to answer effectively,
logically and vigorously the suc-
ceeding waves of Government
proposals with which they have
been inundated. Yet, somehow,
they achieved just that miracle.
Some of their most trenchant
eriticisms  of the TUlniversity
Apartheid Hill, the Bantustan
Bill, etc. have been wadely-
publicised. But that is only a
fraction of what they said, Their
speeches, as they appear in Han-
sard, are a brilliant demolition
of apartheid, d

Hanszard is not generally stimu-

lating reading but these speeches

are and | commend them toa
Contact's readers,
] - [ ]

I have no doubt that owor
members will leave Parliament
with mixed feelings—part anger,
part relief—anger at the manner
of their going and at the final
disfranchisement of their consti-
toents ; relief to escape from
what has degencrated from am
mstifution of democratic debate
into & rubber stamp for the in-
struments of Whilte domination.
Parliament will now become a
farcical contest between two
sides cach committed to the same
end—the maintenance of White
supremacy. The boxers have
deparied, only the shadow-
boxers will remain,

T wish our Parliamentariansg a
well-earned rest. Once they have
recovered their breath from the
huffetings of the session we know
that their energics and talents
will be thrown behind the great
task of lying the foundations of
the common society towards
which South Africa muost con-
tinue to strive, mo matter what
the setbacks. They may have to
fight on different fields, but the
battle will remain the same.

FAIR COMMENT

BREJHK.IHG into an entirely new field of

publicity, the Transvaal Division of the
Liberal Party has launched an Afrikaans
newsletter. Moo 1 for June-July has just
arrived here.

Provokingly mamed Die Liberalir (INat.
swear word) it has already achicved a noti
in Dawic’s column in Die Burger. WiE
gaid: *The Liberal Party—one of my
fricnds nowadays talks about the Liberace
Parly— is now publishing an Afrikaans
newsletter,” Dawic goes on to claim that
there have always been many good Afri-
kaner liberals, and rebufs the newsletter’s
claim that there is an important accession of
strength to liberal Afrikanerdom.  Afier
more rather diffuse and pointless commenis
Dawie invites Professors Keet, Pistorius, and
D Plessis to write letters to show that their
names should not be “hawked around” by
such people as the editor of Die Liberafis,
Good huck, and good circulation, Messrs, 1.
1. Qrosthuizen (not unknown to our readers),
Eddie Roux, Maritiz van den Berg and
Patrick wvan Rensburg, the names that
appear in the first issue,

The newsletter costs 5/« a vear, and sub-
scriptions should be sent to the Editor, Die
Liberalis, Box 5495, JOHANMNESRURG,
May 1 suggest that every reader of Condace
who knows an Afrikaner who would be
interested buy him a gift subscription? 1 can
think of no better way of spending 5/- at
this juncture,

If you have many Afrikaans friends, send
lists of them to the Editor. He may be able
te send them specimen coples.

. " &

GAIN something pleasant. A Nat-

ionalist, Professor M. 1. 1. Odivier, of
Sabra and Stellenbosch, has said that in his
opinion the time had come to face squarely
the guestion whether the Coloured voters
should not be represented in Parliament by
Coloured MPs. He also pleaded for the
number of MPs. o be proportionate to the
number of volers.

- - L]

TWID members of the Liberal Party in
Cape Town recently decided to have
lunch at a good hotel or restaurant in the
centre of town. They had not previously
done so, as, being Coloured, they had not
been encouraged to expect good service.
They went to one or iwo, and wera more
or less politely refused service, Then they
wenl to one of the best small restaurants,

within two hundred yards of Cape Town's
station. There they were given a fable, and
served with lunch. After a few stares no
one took any notice.  After lunch they felt
like a ligueur. 5o they went to a ncarby
hotel, one of the best in Cape Town. They

,rqltnnmhhin.thnlnumudgntthm
u

iguenrs. :

They were not trying to pass as white
people. R i

There should be more activity like this.
In America am organisation known as
CORE (Congress of Racial Equality), repre-
sented in all the hig American cities,
operates by this form of direct action, and
hag chalked up hundreds of victories, as it
glowly presses the line of discrimmation
southwards,

Somectimes the colour bar resists. And
sometimes it gives easily—much more casily
than anyone expected. This is when there
is mutual respect and understanding on both
sides of the counter,

This must have been how it was with our
members in the Cape Town restauranis,

' E i

UC}NGHATUMTIQNS to the Cape
Times on a superb piece of journalism.,
When Dr, Verwoerd was tackled on Mr. 1.
C, Greyling's notorious “take ‘em by the
thraat™ speech, he =aid that the reporl was a
press lie, Unfortunately for him the Cape
Times Political. Correspondent, who - was
present and reported the speech, had read
his report to Mr. Greyling, word for word
as it came out in the paper before it
appeared, Mr. Greyling approved if, exactly
as it was printed in the paper, and called it
.li Eﬂ'ﬁd I'Ciﬂ:ln'.“.

A small thing, but how revealing of the
Prime Minister’s sense’ of truth and respon-
sibility—let alone decency and courtesy,

® L L

DR. CAREL DE WET zaid the other day
that the elderly people in old people’s
homes loafed and lazed, Is nothing sacred,
not even honotirable ald age and well-
carned retirement, to these power-dronk
upstaris?
L] [ ] L]

- E TORCH" iz the name of the weekly

uced in Cape Town by the Anti-
C.A D, section of the Mon-European Unity
Movement. Till recently it has purssed a

by Patrick Duncan

consistent anti-white line. The three million
whites in owr country have becn termed
“herrenvolk™ whether they support aparr-
heid or not, presumably on prounds of skin
colour. In foreign affairs a Stalinist line has
been followed, The language of the paper
is extravagant, even hysterical, Perhaps the
only pood thing that could be said about the
paper has been that they have mever collab-
orated with apartheid,

MNow, in the most recent issue, T am
amazed to read that “the Herrenvolk are
repared to sacrifice for aparthedd the very
ast drop of blood of the last disfranchised
. . . man and woman . . . The other price,
working as equal citizens in a South African
non-racial democracy, appears o them on-
thinkable and a fale worse than death.”

At last, The Torch has found itself able
to find a place for the three million whites.
The obvious deduction from these words is
that if the whites here will accept equality,
the non-whites will accept them as citzens.
This is new for The Torck. 1 welcome it
and congratulate its editor for havng said
this.

L] L] L]

little less bandving-around of this term

“givilised™ please. The Natal Mercury,
commenting on the Durban riots, urged
sympathy from the authorities, and added
“But in return Africans will have to learn
to behave like civilised homan beings and
not savages.”

I hold of course no brief for riots and
mob rule. But to suggest that riots are only
found among “civilised™ people is simply to
confuse the ssue., All human beings, in =l
countries, will riot when the conditions are
right for riots, What about Metting Hill?
What about the fearful Chic race riots of
a fow vears back? What about the anfi-
catholic riofs in civilised eighteenth-century
England?

Let us pet pur thinking straight, and
realise that the best sociologists simply don't
use the word “civilised” because it means
almost nothing. I7 it has any meaning at all
it means “decent”, “considerate™ or “law-
abidimg™. If that is its meaning, then the
African people in our coun are p
meore civilised than the 'Il-'!‘litg!.lr As :itsm
ing is s0 vaguoe, and asz the word “on-
civilised” i3 soch a swear-word, let’s just
stop using it.

1lih Fuly 1959



SOVIET

VIEWS ON ACCRA CONFERENCE

Russia’s seven-man delegation i lasi December's conference ui Acera. Professor 1. 1. Poiekhin is wearing

e hat.

POTEKHIN CRITICISES MBOYA
FOR NON-VIOLENCE

influence was prominent at the All African Peoples

IH Central Africa they seem very sure that Soviet

Conference in Accra last December.

The RKussians

themselves, to judge from a recent article by Professor
Potekhin, a member of the Soviet delegation of seven at
the conference, seems less sure. In Mejdunarodnaya fizn

(“International  Life’,

a serious monthly) Professor

Potekhin has explained how significant Soviet students of
African affairs think the conference to be; but he also
makes penetrating criticisms of its composition and

decizions.

First Professor Potckhin
points out, rightly, that French
Africa was wery weakly repre-
senicd.  The R.DUA. was not
there and French Egquatorial
Africa was not represented. The
Morthern People’s Congress of

Migeria ("= wvery  influential
government group'l) was not
there ; though the Professor

thinks that this may be because
M.PLC, leadership is “im  the
hands of very reactionary feudal
elements” who may have been
deterred from attending becausc
the preliminary  agenda for
Accra had  resplutions  against
Feudalism.

It may surprise those who see
Senciet influence in the Accra con-
ference—but not  anybody  who
was  present—ithat the Professor
goes on to attack American in-
Auence in Acera. He alleges that
pssociales of the  American
Embassy took part in the con-
feremces work and draws atien-
tion to the role of the ‘well-known
reactionaTy American trade union-
ist’, Irving Brown, who acted as
interpreter for a great part of the
conference (Mr, Brown is a lead-
ing member of the anti-Commiinist
ILCFT.U) No less than 100
Americans participated in the con-
ferenice im various waves, which
Professor  Potekhin thinks rather
sITSLEr.

He approves. in pgencral, the
cpreliminary  agenda  which  was
couched in semi-Marxist language,
He complaing, = however, that
groups  like the Liberian Trus
Whig Party opposed several points
in it as interference in the inbernal
(affairs of African countries. He
alleges that all such criticisms were
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meant to make the conference a
mere  discussion, amd not  a
gathering for action.

Like a gpood Marxist Professor
Potekhin was wpset af sceing, as
well as slogans such as ‘Tmperial-
1sts Ol Africa’ others like “Uni-
versal Brotherhood'. Spesches by
heads of delegations, he  says,
corresponded to the contrudictions
in the slogans: In particular, the
denial in principle of the wse of
violence against imperialism, up-
szt him.

In an interesting discussion of
‘Pamn-Africanisrn’ Professor Potek-
hin points out that once it em-
braced all people of African
descent, amd was wery weak
because such people no longer
shared many concrele  ComMmoN
inferests, in spite of their struggle
agninst racial discrimination. Since
1955, he notes with approwval. the
main theme of Pan-Africanism has
beoome the 5lrug|51= in Africa.

The Professor, who has spent
much time in Ghana and has writ-
ten at lenpth ahout dribalism and
similar matiers, notes fhat Aflrica
is Tar from being populated by a
single people. Yet all have a com-
mon inberest in fghting imperial-
iem.  Mevelheless, the ideology of
Pan-Africamism has “‘much which
is conirary to our 'ph“ﬂ-:i.‘ﬂpl'l'!." of
life. But democrats and  pro-
gressives  support it becauss it
unites  Africans againsl colonial-
i, Marxists, however, cannot
sympathise with the “spirit of non-
resistance fo violence which im-
spires  the pronouncements  of
many leaders of this movement’.

Frofessor Potekhin is  par-
ficularly critical of the idea,
often heard in the conferemce

that universal aduli sulfrage
can deal with imperialism. He
attacks Mr. Tom Mboya of
Kenva, chairman of the con-
ference, for wsing his  presi-
dential rights “ad masesn’ to
insist on non=violent constitu-
tronal means of struggle, He
asks  whether Mboya  can
represent Kenya in view of the
Mau Mau risings.

There were other critics of non-
violence in the Conference, how-
ever, to reassure Professor Potck-
hin. He iz particularly pleased at
the reception given 1o representa-
tives of the FL.M. of Alperia and
approves the resolution  fimally
passed, which while urging non-
violent resistance and civil dis-
obediznce  also  supporied  thoss
who had to resist force by force.

Professor Potekhin feels that the
conference did not adequately deal
with the problem of African onity,
African peoples, he savs, in his
Marxist way, are divided into
classes 'each of which defends its
own interests’; this makes creation
of & single national front difficult,
and it is made more difficult by
further division into iribes,

The preparatory commission of
the confercnoe  incluwded in  its
apemda a resolution on Chiefs | . .
“he time bas come for the full ex-
posure and criticism of those who
suppart tribal separatism, who are
the most dangerous black agents
of imperialism - . . & main obstacle
on the road of ceeating a wnited
fromt of fighters for frecdom . .

Professor  Potekhin  approves
strongly  this  formmulation.  Un-
fortunately, he says, il was

criticised by many delegations in-
cluding the True Whig Party and

the ‘monarcho=leudal® Action
Group of Migeria. In the end the
resolution  read: ‘'Realising  that

certain African traditional institu-
tions, particulardy the power of
tribal chizfs, do not conform to
the demands of demoeracy . . the
conference  of the peoples of
Alrca resolves to condemn those
African  traditional  institutions
which have clearly demonsirated
their reactionary nature and their
suppor of colanialism.

But afier all his reservations (ho

SELF-GOVERNMENT FOR
TANGANYIKA IN 1960?

From Centact Correspondent
DAR-ES-SALAAM: The remarkable inter-racial co-
operation in Tanganyika is known to have astonished
Colonial Office officials who have been visiting the territory
recently and to have favourably impressed the Tanganyika
government. The next stage in Tanganyika's constitutional

evolution is to get responsible government.

Though the recent elections
wereg  completed  only  last
February a Post Elections Com-
mittez has already been set wp
te  examine what changes
should be made in the present
systern  of  tripartite  voling,
Oither important sswes such as
the franchise, the possibility of
a second house and the preserva-
tion of seals for special interesis
are also in the wide sphere
under review,

Orhservers estimate that this
will mean  some  form  of
responsible  government  for

Tanganvika sometime in 1960,
Tanganyika is likely to achicve
this long before it richer neigh-
bours in Kenya and Uganda
that are socially and econ-
omically much more advanced.

The Tanganyika African Mat-
wnal Union (T.AMLUL) is ask-
img for carly elections followed
by a majority of elected Min-
isters and a majority in the
Legislative Council. Ity mem-
bers alzo want the abolition of
the present tripartite vote (under
which system each voter has to
cast his wvoles for three can-
didates, one from each of the
three main races.)

Finalty T.AMNLU. thinks the
time has come for universal
adult suffrage to replace the
present qualified franchise.

Elections ofi a  universal
guffrape withoul reserved seats
for minorily races in a country
with 98% Afrkan population,
wotld normally be expected to
result  in Afrikan  members
sweeping all representative seats,
bt nter-racial co-operation i
spreading so fast in Tanganyika
that Asmn and Ewropean un-
official members of Legislative
Council do not consider that this
result is inevitable. The 500 000
strong T.ANLU. party might
even  help  sympathisers  from
other races by pot pulting up
African candidates in apposition
to some Europeans and Asians
that have already proved their
lovalty in  Legeo, T AMIL
might back candidales from
other races aminst the racialists
of Mr. Zuberi Miemvu’s Afr-
can Mational Congress,

There is also the interesting
possibility  that T AN, may
open ils doors to Ewropean and
Asian membership.  Mr. Julins
Nyerere (president of T.AMNILL
and leader of the Tanganyika
Elected Members” Organisation
which consists of opposition
members of all races in Legisla-
tive Council) has indicated that
he favours the idea, but is wait-
ing for the right time to put it
across o his party.

WHICH TRIBE IS WHICH

reprodueces the other resolutions
with  hitle comment)  Professor
Patekhin in the end gives the con-
ference his blessing : “If was an
important  historicel event in the
life of the peoples of the African
continent, By overcoming serious
and quite inevitable differences of
opinion among its paricipants, the
conference adopted a number of
important resolutions in spite of
the efforts of imperialistic agents,
which will without doubt play a
positive  part  in the further
development of ithe national-
liberation movement in Africa’.

Growing inferesi is being
taken in the United Staies
even among school-children,
in Africa. African and other
vigitors with a firsi  hand
knowledge of African affairs
are welcomed ai schools and
universitles This  typical
school scene shows children
at the Anne Beers School,
Washingion, learning {0 iden-
tify Africam tribes From
figores made amd dressed by
studenis at the schisol.
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CECIL RHODESS DREAM

RNTERMATIOMAL

Cape To Cairo—But By Road
—Is Now Being Considered

DAR ES5 S5ALAAM: Cecil Rhodes’s dream last century was of a railway run-
ning the length of Africa from Cape to Cairo. To-day such a through railway still does

not exist, but now the demand is for a road.

In the hopes of realising a more modest

dream—an all-weather road from the Cape as far as MNairobi in Kenyatalks have been
taking place between representatives of the World Bank and various interested parties,
meeting here in Tanganyika's capital.

The main gap in the 000-mile
Cape-Mairobi route is in Tangan-
vika, where for almost  1,0HH)
miles of what goes under the
fame of the “Great Morth
Road”  there is nothing
approaching international stan-
dards for trunk roads. The
Tunduma stretch near the border
with Morthern Rhodesia, for
instance. deteriorates in places to
a couple of wheel tracks with
grass growing in between,

Several million pounds will be
reguired to build the route up to
decent standards—aone estimate
puts the cost at £5 million—ansd
Tanganyika's argument 15 that
neighbouring  countries  would
derive far greater benefit from
gsuch a route than this UM,
Trusteeship territory itself. Stra-
legic considerations are & poOwWer:
ful argument in favour of such
a road right away, plus the need
for more localised security in the
light of MNyasaland’s position,
but finance remains the ohstacle,

The one hope on the horizon
i5 the World Bank amd this is
why the members of the visiting
survey mission now in Dar en
Salaam are being lobbied by all
the interested parties.  These
include the Inferpational Roads
Federation, whose Mr, Kenpedy
15 here  strongly  backing  the
propos ],

There is no doubkt that the
construction of this armacadam
link between South and East
Africa, tapping the Central Afri-
can markeis on the way, would
b o tremendous boon to Alrican
tradle and development.  Goods,

for instance, which now take up
to two months fo reach Mairobi
by wea from Durban in South
Africa, could be delivered with
Iess risk of damage in just over
one week.

Bt today's road could newver
carry  the wvolume of freight
traffic envisaged for a proper
highway. At present a couple
of road services operate to fixed
schedules between Salisbury and
Mairobi, but their capacity is
strictly limited. When the rains
are on (that is twice a year in the
northern section) schedules go
by the board and perishable
goods become a total loss when
heavy transport s firmly em-
bedded in quagmires,

Todav a good, hard surface
rund northwards from the Cape
all the way through the Union of
South Africa, then most of the
way to Salisbury and bevond o
Lusaka and Broken Hill in Rho-
desia. From then on it hecomes
a dirt road, alternating between
Rillvwing dust clonds and 1m-
passable morass. The going be-
cormes worse in Tanganyika, with
winding escarnment roads wide
enough for only one vehicle,

Tanganyika would be more
anxious to assist financially if
the route could ke “bent™ east-
wards to fap the coonfry mear
Dar es Salaam, but althousk this
area  is more prodective, the
detour would mean another 1060
miles or 50,

Kenva would have to spend
abowt £1,8HL0HY on her e ol
the ronte, bat siech outlay i out
of the question for the next few

vears as this East African colony
has just commitied itself to a
£4 million road construction
project which does not take in
this part of the Cireat Morth
Road at all. The money has
only been rmaised by a “hire
purchase™ deal with ‘Iwo inter-
national construction companies,
for Kenya has none to spare
herself,

This scheme will, however,
help in the wltimate extension of
the Great Morth Road to Kam-
pala in Uganda. but toall infents
and purposes this s where the

international highway idea
comes o a dead end.
Morthwards through the

Sudan and Egyvpt fo the Medi-
terramean a  combination of
trains and river steamers provids
the only reliable  all-seasons
route. Once bevond the Sudiness
outpest 1o Juba, the vast “sudd”
swamps of the Mile bar further
progress for many months on
end and it is highly unlikely that
any all-weather road will be buili
between East Africa and Khar-
toum in the present century, un-
lesa substantial financial assis-
tance comes from outside Africa,
But even if fimance where avail-
able, there i3 Ao prospect of
trade to justify the expense.
Dyiffering ideologics are not con-
ducive [0 any closer links be-
twesn East Africa and the Sedan
or Egypt.

But between Cape Town and
Mairobi, the route would be an
all-Commonwealth one, meriting
a high pricrity from strategic
and economic viewpoints,

DESPFITE COMMOINTY PRICE DROP . . .

COLONIAL TERRITORIES
ARE BOOMING

LONDON: The colonial territories in the Common-
wedath are booming, notwithstanding the recent adverse
world trends in commeodity prices.  Their growing economic
strength is strikingly revealed in a Colonial Office report
which shows that whereas the gross domestic product in

1948 was £1.250 million,

£2.850 million in 1958,

Thus, within a decade, the
domestic product bas more than
doubled. If this rale of increase
can be maintained al its present
level of four per cent. per
annum. the future is promising,
But nobody pretends that (he
present rate is high enouagh,

An cxtraordinary feature of
the new figures is that there has
been little increase in the volume
of exports of primary products
since 1956, But the slack has
been more than offset by the in-
crease m the fotal output of
goods and services, This means
that although fewer goods are
being exported, more activities
are benefiting the internal mar-
ket. Thus, more food is being
grown for home consumption
by the colonial peoples them-
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it reached approximately

selves, Manufacturing industries
for local needs, construction of
roads, waterworks, public build-
mgs and power supplies and
services are all being expanded
to raise the living stamdards in
the colonies,

The Gowverment of Western
Migeria has established a prec-
edent for underdeveloped coun-
tries by iis new policy designed
1o offzel the fears of overseas in-
vestors aboul the risks of nat-
ionalisation or expropriafion,

The Prime Mimnister of
the Western Region, Chiel
Awaolowo, has assured [loreign
investors in Migeria that their
capital invesiments “are in-
defeasibly  guaramteed againsi
any form  of expropriation,

sequesiration  or confiscation.”

He was speaking at the opening
cerermony  to mark  the con-
struction of a £4.500.000 cement
factory which is jointly owned
by his Government and by a
number of British firms.

Considerable  thought  has
been given in recent vears to the
"-l-'ilf'g'!'i in  which the newly-
independent countries can assure
oversens investors against the
risk of their invesiments being
taken over, This fear is known
ty  dmcourage  potential  n-
vestors From putting their capil-
tal into the younger countries.

Lord Shawcross, a  former
Labour Minister and now a
prominent company  director,
recently raised the issue in a
letter o The Times. He adwvo-
cated a charter for the protec-
tion of private forcign invest-
ments, Whether the firm assur-
ance given by the Western
Migerian Prime  Minister wall
meet the demands of overseas
investors is mot certain,  But it
represents an important develop-
ment,

all aiway.

righ.r.f.

When Men Build On A Volecano. ..

I HAVE never sald @ word in favour of force. ANl T have sard

has been againgt it—but [ am ar liberry to warn those in
eithooiey rhar justice long delayed, or long continved injustice,
always provokey the emplovment of foree to obrain redress,

It iz in the ordering of mature and therefore of the Supreme
therd thels iv s and all preacking to the contrary is of no aval,

If wmen build houses on the sloper of a Vesuyins, [ may el
themy of their folly and imsecuriry, but T am ner in any way
provoking, or responsible for, the erupiion which sweeps them

I may way too thar force, fo prevenrt freedom and o deny
rights, it net more moval than force to pain freedom and secure

JOHN BRIGHT, 1866,

HOW COMMUNIST
IS GUINEA?

Recently he took delivery of a cargo of

UINEA'S president Sékou Touré is a confessed
Gmamist.

light arms from Czechoslovakia.

Like Communist

China he has decreed compulsory work, and parties of
volunteers spend most Sundays cleaning the streets of the
Guinean towns, building roads and drains. There has been
a procession of east European trade delegations to Conakry,
the capital of Guinea, And when the French went they
took evervthing that could possibly be removed or stripped.
including the electric light bulbs.

Facts like these have led to
the belief, held by many, that
Sékou Touré is leading his coun-
iry imtes the sowviet block, fo
become, in Jacgues Soustelle's
words, &  “Soviel  Afriean
heachhead™, the first African
popular democracy,

To what extent is this so7

A corregpondent recently in
Giuinea  has  looked into  this

SEROU TOURE

Juestion with exireme care. His
report is that though marxist,
Touré’s Guinea 15 nol  soviet-
oriented. Touré is building an
African state, and wishes 0 be
Mriends with the West as well as
with communists.

An anxious African  govern-
ment put the question ta him,
and he denied that he and his
colleagiies were commumnist. ““We
are. wrongly accused of being
cammmunists”  were his  words.
“The suggestion of marxism is
one that comes from outside,
which I do not confirm or deny.,
Ag for social organisation it is
true that our methods are
almost the same at those laid
down in marxist philosophy,
namely the unity and aclion of
the people. But the hasis of
marxest  philosophy  which s
athest iz not consistent with the
basiz of our socicty which is
religious.  In Africa the cathaolic
beliewes, the moslem  belicves,
the fetichist believes. Yoo can-
not find anvone in Africa who is
not a believer.”

Even im its internal organis-
tion Ciuinea docs not fit 1the
accepled communist calegories,
There ig no alk of class warfare,
At a recent irade union con-
ference Sékow Touré overruled
radical delepates who wanted
more  accent placed on  class
warkare. And  foo much
emphasis should not be placed
on the subordination of the indi-
vidual in Guinea io the com-
munity, for traditional African
ideas stress the importance of
the clan over agamst the indi-
vidual.

Im 1936 Sekou Touré took his
African trade unions out of the
French  communist - dominated
Confederation Generale du Tra-
vail  {General Labour Con-
federation) and  organised a
local, African body UG T. AN,
(Umton  Ceénérale du  Travail
de  TAfrigue Moire. General
Labour Union of Black Africal.
This was hardly the act of a tool
of Maoscow_

Another  exceptionally  well-
informed correspondent, writing
in the magazine HWesr Ajfrica,
recently confirmed this analysis
and summed wp:  “Guoinea’s
leaders do  not  deny  that
they are Marxest-inspired. Has
Giwinea then passed within the
Communist sphere of influence?
It s {reasonable) to conclude . | .
that Sékou Touwréd remains first
and foremost an African nat-
ionalist, whpo finds a deep chord
of response among Africans . . .
African socicty, after all. was
communal long before Marx,

BIG

from which
BIG THINGS COME!

“KING KONG"

Music from the All-African Jazs
Opers by (he Original Siaze Caat
Long FPlaying record—

Gallotone
GALEF 140

35/6 (Post Free)
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MAIL ORDER JAZZ
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Light on the Whites

In the August Druse Miss M.
K. Jeffreys will light up a subject
usually hidden under a family-
sire bushel. The question is:
“How black are the whiteg?"”
Che side says 409% of our so-
called FEuropcans have some
Aszian or African ancestry—the
other puis the percentags @t
about nought, Many vears of
research at the Cape Archives
give Miss Jeffreys a right to her
view, one, I hear, which will
confound the knavish tricks of
the racists. She will Follow
through with her views on the
origin_- and  causes of race
prejudice here,  She has facts
disproving the claim that apars-
heid in church and state is the
traditional  Afrikaner  policy.
Her review of Hoge's latest
rescarches, which showed what
they really meant {(Cowract, 215t
February 1959), and her un-
signed contribution to the Race
Relariony Journal (Yol 20, Mo,
2, 1953}, on miscegenation at the
Cape from 1632 to 1795, are
part of the extraordinarily small
corpus of serious writing on this
subpect.
Uplifting Tone

All material considerations
apart, if Fone has the wit to run
articles like this Dirum may have
a rival. Vol I Mo. I of Tone s
to appecar on 20th August, will
be full of _ig;lulre ['deat_urc?:[
largely mon-pelitical, and aimes
nlrfll:;(}ape E?ﬁﬂ:t- The failure
of Galden Ciry Posr at the Cape,
a bad omen to some, ig anciher
incentive to Tone's backers (o
fill a pap. The editors tell me
they will go for uplift, which is
not Posts strongest point.

Impersonal tome

Mext Wednesday, 15th July,
sees the publication of A frlkaner
Folkseenherd en My Ervaring
ap die Pad Daarheen, with
a preface by Professor H.
BE. Thom, rector of Stellenbosch.

SAM SLY'S|
CORNER

FORTHWIGHTLY NOTES ON ROOES AND THE

PRESS

This 5 not another of those
weird essays in mystical polit-
ical theorising, but Dr. Malan's
autobiozraphy, It is the first by
an Afrikaner leader since Paul
Paul Kruger's, and its rarity is
reflected in the healthy pre-
publication orders coming to
Masionale Boekhandel, the pub-
Iisherzs, The English edition,
from Cassell's, London, will not
be out this year. To a non-
Afrikaner., Malan was colour-
less, an Attlee or Strauss, not a
Churchill or Smuts, but to the
Mationalist Afrikaners he was
Churchill and Smuis twice aver,
Hiz  lack of PR. instinct
accounts for what I am told is
the impersonal tone of the
memaoirs , and for the sparse
references to his life oulside
politics,  The only piclure is a
frontispiece from Mrs, Malan's
favourite photograph  of her
hushand. Our reviewer will be
Professor Leomard Thompson,

Thirieen words For one

Dvid you draw the line at A, P.
O'Dowd’s  “Fulu-Xhosa-Swazi-
Bazotho-Bechuana-Pondo-Fmgo-
Venda-Shangaan' as the kind of
suggestion for avorling the use
of “Afrcan” that a committes
af Professor Doktors  might

make? (Contacr 18th  April)
Mow read on:
“Instead of apartheid we

should rather speak of indig-
enoig. - developnuent - of - roces -
with - @ - view = fo - clliieal -
independence - and - national -
service” (A B. du Preez: Tn the
Sourh African Crucible, 1959, p,
521 [My hyphens, 1 confess, but
his italics.]

Birds of a feather

Last wesk the S.ABC, was
inspired to guote a Poringuese
diplomaf en arrival for duty in
Sowth Africa. He issued the set
greeting of all new diplomats:
ready-made stuff about extend-
ing pocd relations. [ suppdse
they put it on the national news

e

CONTACT

NEW AND TOPICAL
PUBLICATIONS

Racialism and the Trade
Unions
by Muriel Horrell — 4/é I

The Betrayal of “Natives’

Representation”
by Donald Molteno Q.C. — 2[é

From all good booksellers or, with 3d. postage,
from the

S.A. INSTITUTE OF RACE RELATIONS,
P.0. Box 97, JOHANNESBURG :

AFRICAM WRITING

il o
kel | _"_

in honour of Salazar’s govern-
ment, South African Mational-
1sm’s best fricnd. Salazar, who,
in his own words, is “anti-
liberal, anti-parliamentary, anti-
democratic™ i hero-worshipped
by Eric Louw and no doubt en-
vied by Dr, Verwoerd, How
they muat covel his Censorship
Commission, by which two sels
of galley proofs of every press
article are scrutinized {emcept
from  Salazars  Diario  da
M arha),

The real links

Camides and Pessoa, the father
of Portuguese poetry and his
greatest son in this century, both
have links with us. The Lesiads
have in.sﬂin:-:l Roy Campbell and
many others: Pessoa grew up in
Cape Town and Durban, In
Lishon are the tomb of Yasco
da Gama in the Jeronimos, and
Boer War graves in the Anglican
Churchwvard. These are links
ancient and modern that will
bind South Africa and Portugal
long after their present rulers
have tumbled down.

It Takes A
Woman

THE HARMLESS PEOPLE.
By Elizabeth Marshall Thomas
(Secker & Warburg) 255, 60,

FTER having read wvan der

Paat's The Low World of the
Kalafeard, alleged to be about the
Bushmen, 1 may perhaps be
engused for again approaching the
same  subject with & cerimin
amount of suspicion.  Let me say
it al omee, The Harmless People
is a caplivaling and well-written
book, and one which I am very
happy to recommend fo these who
love the Kalahari and who, like
me  (and Mrs. Thomas), are
fascinated by the small huniers of
the desert. Perhaps it takes a
woman o make the most real
contacl  with  thess shy people.
Modern anthropologists have re-
discovered the old mile, which
the old Poriuguese ami other
explorers knew well, that if you
want to contact strange peoples a
WOMTIRLN 15 alw:i:,!l the best ambas-
sacdor.

Mra. Thomas, or Miss Marshall
a8 she was in the days of her visat
o the HBushmen, went to the
Knalahari with her parents and
brother amd, in all, lived a year
and a hall among the Bushmen to
study thelr way of life. Her pic-
tire of them iz rather different
from the one taught in South
African history books. To her
thev are nod fierce, small thieves,
bt & timid and brave little race,
who ask [or :r|.-u-1.'|'|.i|'|5 but 1o be lefi
alone and who live in almost com-
plete community of property, It
is [rise that dire necessily some-
times forces them to kill a pew-
born child, while an older child is
still suckling, as the mother can-
mot feed two children. On the
other hand, they share food and

(Condnned on page 11, col. 5

Ultimate Focus

Of Idiocy

THE LAST IMYISION. By Anthony Delius (Human & Housseau)

155,

"'.‘FHE.N a poct stops in his tracks to fire off a rattling fusillade

of satire it should be taken as a sign that he sees some hope.
Like the sentry of a beleaguered post, he spots the dust-puff of
approaching relief mushroom against the sky, taps his kettle or
winds his horn and sallies oul With all the remaining able-bodied (or
aninded) survivors to créatle a diversion.

Satire girds against stupidity,
dullness, greed, corruption and a
dozen more of the sing and
conceits with which we are all
more or less beset, Wit is its
weapon, humour and style s
banners, It is cssentmlly a
gentle and civilised art.

But satire iz not an elephant-
gun. Itz range is nod wide; it
cannot bring down an implac-

Anthony Delivs

ahble foe. It flowrishes i an
clegant and cultivated society
where differences are small and
overweighted by a common
acceplance of standards, know-
ledge and forms.

Ro fo see such n highly talented
writer &5 Delius smite about him
with thump and thwack in a
rumbunctions satire of his coun=
try's politbcal seene might be a
token that our internal rifls ama
passing things, Tn the wings of
the Parlismentary siage there still
grins the spirit of comedy. Men
are men alter all, not pods. They
have their foibles, and  their
excesses, Bless wou!  can  be
relaned with & dose of healthy
laughter,

Mo! A few pages of The Last
Diwision dispel any dowbt, Delius's
rhyme lopes  along, springy,
rescarrceful and savage like the
gait of a lean wolf, He glares in
balefully from the owiside. He is
not  seitled comfortably in the
parliamentary safari, quipping and
gurgling with the kérels and pellie-
bleese. There &8 & sometimes
astounding  Keenness, desperation
and hitterness in his pecoliar and
original narrative,

The book gets off to a slow
gtart, The machivery is ingeniols
but has a fendency to be over-
weighted and o clog. Some wise
men ass=mbled in Tibet {(among
them a Bushman) are worried by
portents amd decide that by some
divintation they muost Tay bare the
ultimate focws of human idiocy.
The Bushman at once indicates
South Africa,

In this first Canmte, Dellus hits
out al sems  bugaboos—science

diplomacy, materialism,
wivisectson  and  finally  the  A-
Bomb., With Canto 2 the pace
becorses more lively, Here is ihe
Cape (a fire and urban piece of
writing) and here is Parlizment i
seszion (nod %o urbane!) A Sercs
of  pen-pictures of  nationalist
politictans (Meths) s followed by
portraits of the opposition and the
liberals,

The chief MNeth goes on -l:lr&[i:ng
at so greal lengith and with such
appalling bathes that the earth
itszlf yvawns and into the yawn the
howses of Parliament Fall o the
very pit of Hell. ‘The descent
inio Hell and some of the follow-
ing scenes in Canto 3 are among
the finest in the book and are
nothing short of brilliaont.  There
is high comedy and an amusing
but horrific atmosphers in such
epistdes as the Devil's visit to
Parliament and the mesting of the
Neihs with Paol Kruger. Then
there is an imterlude of sheer high
spirits amd horseplay when a
Knapse klong arfives in Hell, and
for a couple of pages of rhyming
prgle in the most outrageons
Gammatjie language he holds the
stage.

The Meihs have been walling in
their own cormer of Hell behind
a barrier of Blue-books and bills
until the last black man deseris
them—"Let's get 1o Hell out of
this frightening place.” And aghast
thoy ses their futile task po on

As would be expecied of a
satirist in ithe true strain from the
illusirions  past, Delivs is at his
best when he comes closest to the
things he loves—this couniry and
those who are wrong-headed, weak
perhaps, but nod icredesmable, His
portrait of the “opposition’ and of
the “liberals” iz more suocessful
than that of the Neths. Sometimes
hig voice soars inbe pune poery &8
if he were straining away from the
hitterness of his theme:

I love this people —  Africa

evolved

Thert in irs sky-wide womb of

raek and weld,

They, oo, once knew the spirit

that divsalved

In daov—and siterce where the

shadows knelt.

Dielius departs [rom the tradi-
tipnal forms of satire {in English},
the thymed couplet of either four
or five beats. Instead he mostly
uses alternate rhvming lines which
fend to fall into [our-line verses,
This makes for a slower move-
ment and sacrifices the epigram-
matic foree, the zip of the coupled.
What iz diBconcerting to  the
reader i the extreme liberly he
takes i the we of meter and
rhyme, amounting even 10 care-
lessness, This, logether with a libe-
ral sprinkling of printing errors
may be no more than signs of
haste in the completion of a highly
topical poem, and they need not
be more than minor amd temp-
arary blemishes.

jnrgoen,

JACK COPE
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The Hopes Of
Democracy

THE AFRO-ASIAN STATES AND THEIR PROBLEMS.

By

K. M. Panikkar (Allen and Unwin)

HE only slightly dis-

appointing thing about

this stimulating book is
its title. Mr. Panikkar does
not extend his range to
Africa: indeed, he does not
even discuss Asia as a
whole.

The essential problem that the
author sets himself is the pros-
pect for democracy in Asia. He
staris with a chapter full of wise
thoughts about demoecracy as
such. In the end it is ngt the
forms that matter, but the desire
for democracy. And this desire
is not just a gquestion of will: it
depends on habits, and on the
necessary material and human
foundations.

One precondition is the “doc-
trine of obedience.” Somehow
a majority in Parliament has to
contrive to command the loyalty
and obedience that was tradi-
tionally accorded to kings. Yet
Parliaments in a democracy
have, by iheir very mature, to
limit their own authority. An
opposition is one of the basic
characteristics of democracy,
and its function is to undermine
popular confidence im the
majority. Furthermore, Parlia-
ments often limit their own legal

i by making it neces-
=Ty

majority or the consent of a
second chambrer for the passage

reviewed for the Congress of
Cultwral Freedom by the
Rt. Hon.
Patrick Gordon Walker
PLC.. M.P.

of certain acts, Whether or not
Acts of Parliament can be chal-
lenged in the courts, all of them
in & democracy are subject to
the interpretation of the jodges.
A particularly grave problem in
the Asian democracies is the man-
poawer needed. The elile must be
large enough nod only (o man up
Parliament and the civil service,
hut also to constitote the opindon
ouigide the ranks of Govermment
that makes up the “apparatos of
judgment” without which democ-
racy iz & sham., The driving force
of ldeas must largely come from
ontgide Pardiament which can in
the main not initinte wdeas but only
register them afier they have won
broad acceptance in public debate.
In many tespects the problems
of Asian democracy are peculiar.
But they arise in a framework of
unity that is no longer provided by
Western dominance bui by the
universality of modern scence.
The problem is not the simple one
of the survival of democracy in
Asia: that indesd is vital for the
world, But the West, from which
historically democracy sprang, is
“of its

own product. Many of the diffi-
culties tn the rond of  Asian
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democracy are found also in West-
crn nations. The isoe s in donb
and the success of democracy in
Asia and the West is mutoally salf-
sistaining.

The pictore painted by M
Panikkar is not a glowing one, He
makes clear that India (with, per-
haps, Pakistan) is atypical. The
confinuous refrain is "except in the
case of Imddia™, "omly inm India™.
There the hopes of successfiul
democracy are well-foonded - @lue-
where in Asia they are doubeful.

Only in India is there a large
enough  elite 1o solve the man-
power problem  of demecracy.
Only in India is the problem of
rural poverty being tackled, which
all over Asia presents a revolution-
ary potential that could bring
democracy to grief. Indeed. one
of the author's main conclizions is
that only radical social change can
bring the stability that democracy
presupposes.  The independence
of the Asian states has in some
ways made the solution of this
problem the harder, becanse
everywhere the result has besn the
increasing hold of conservative
religious forces,

Mr. Panikkar throws a shaft of
cold light upon the gull betwsen
the advanced and the backward
countries, which many in the West
think can be bridged by aid. Adid
of this sort can be a socially dis-
turbing factor. But, more import-
ant is the tendency in the urge of
nuclear energy for the gulf to grow
ever wider., The néw SIELEs afc
spectators of the scientific revolu-
tion which is going forward so far
amd which demands resources that
are ever further out of the reach
of the nations of Asia. Here again
ofly India (and possibly Pakistan)
have ihe pesources of treined
human material that may enable
them to catch up.

It is m virtue of this historan’s
book that questions aré asked, not
amswered. I presents a challenge
fo the thought and comacience of
the reader, whether Asian or
Western. :

There arc two tantalising ques-
tions that arise out of this book,
but are not freated in it. COne &
the competitive challenge of Com-
munist dictatorship o democracy
in Asin. The other is the role of
the Commonwealth in the survival
of democracy. I 1% i the Com-
monwealth $tates of Asia that the
best prospects exist for stable and
progressive  defnocTacy.

Mo oneg s better gifted than Mr.
Panlkkar to analyse these ques.
[HOnS.

—

COMMON
FACTOR

WO FURTHER WEST. By Dan
Jacobsom (Secker & Warburg)
HE hook demands a fuller
review: there i so much to
describe, argue abowt, criticise,
describe ; such depth and inde-
pendence of vision to comvey ;
abowve all s0 many splendid lines
and paragraphs to quote. Here
i only a humble judgment on
one whose status as a writer 18
no  longer  reckoned in the
amorphous hierarchy of South
African English writers alone.
For nearly a year, Mr. Jacob-
son's young family kept house in
Palas Alto, Californin, while he
faught and studied “Creative
Writing™ at Stanford University
and his small son went to school
pear-by. He thus hag three main
topics  to  illuminate: home,
school, and intelleciual life.

Your feviewer learnt, though, in
correspondence with a  retired
Far Eastern U.5. Consul who
lives there, that Palo Alto iz the
home of near-rich retired and
professional people. Hig child's
school, for the same group, was
perhaps unusually lavish and in-
dulgent. And Stanford is, he
says himself, for the well-to-do.

Mr. Jacobson is an orginal-
minded man—perhaps an eccen-
tric one. How elie could he have
broken his whole year in Palto
Allo with only a few trps to
neighbouring San Francisco and
one to the Yosemite Park? His
whale three-dimensional picture of
Amencan  life, indeed, portrays
this small and exceptional comer
of one of the 49 states. Yet he
gees the “Bay Area™ as the highest
common factor both of American
life and of the life of the whaole
Wesiern World., ‘This is what we
eatghs all k¢ heading for.

What iz his jedpment onm it?
Mass media are being kepd at bay,
despite the worst that radio and
television can do,

The “sprawl™ of wrban develop-
ment and the shapelessness of
American society have their douhbt-
ful resulls, but there is no Beat
“peneration”, Amencans are {Jueel
and tolerant, and “Liberalism can
be described as the official
ideology of the country”. Best of
all, “poodwill, - peace, co-opera-
tion" are the hope of the many.
The attempt to realize this hope
can be seen in the schools which
are “America as Americans believe
it might be, could be, should he”

The lessons and conclusions of
Mr. Jacobson's clear, closs-up
view must be read in this elegant,
often funny, tightly-packed, arigi-
nal, sometimes pettish travel book
that is not about travelling,

L.F.H.

“I Dabble”

DOMESTIC INTERIOR AND
OTHER FOEMS. By Laurence
Lermer {Hoichinson)

R. LAURENCE LERMNER
™% has an unfortunate, almost
swicidal, brand of frankness. Mo
other post that T have heard of
would begin & book of verses with
A0 rEpBJIEnI. (io reviewers) & set of
dedicatory vemes as  introduces
this first collection of his.

Mr. Lermer presents  himself
thus ;

“I dabble, you perceive, in poetry
[The regeon ix, thai T in-
delge in lifel.

Emen with  Tust, and eager o

ERCTPE

Frovee hix triee xelf, o man
rightt fake a wife,
—dArd wedding mights récur
fike rhymes wail
His wanion chotce subdue
Tl wWymromRETS,
My werser rhyme and echo:
pleazing ax
A hurband's kivs and jusr
ax parsterless.”

The templaion o acsepl this bit
of ready-made criticism gratefully
apd set a paraphrase of it down in
proae ls strong.  Indesd it becomes
sironger as ons papges superficially
through Mr. Lerner's work. His
reaction against the “poetic”™ seems
i have lead him im0 a
deliberaiely cultivated emotional
and intellectual limpness,

S0 gtrong is the reaction, in fact,
that it becomes nearly as irmitating
a mannerism 25 the more high-

falwbin poetic  cofichés ngainsi
which T. & Eliot began the
revoll

Added to which, to make a
liking for him more difficult, Mr
Lemer also dabbles in the mesely
clever:

11

"I write thiv poem o pul the
maoral down:
Man made the conniry, and
rod ruade the rown"”

All this is a pity  becawmse it
might cven stir the prejudices
against  such  alttractive  and
different poems as “Senchi Ferry:
Ghana™, “Domestic Interior™, amd
“A  Meditation Upon a Tooths
ache™

He shows in these and other
poems & quist originality of plrase
and approach which I belicve he
will develop further i achicve
even more enviable efects,

To 1ake two from "Toothaches'™;

" The gache seeps upward 1o e
brain, disioris
Like @ half-mastered lanpuage
all mry thonghis."
* .. You move
.Thmug.h Odvesevs of dread
before you prove
The feel of mmdurance;
before you hear the syrens
Liure you o suffer what your
fear imagines.”

Mr. Lerner 15 a South Afrncan
who since his University of Cape
Town days has, says the short
biographical note. “lived in Eng-
land, Ghana, France and Morthem
Ireland, and many of his poems
deal with his reactions to his
changing environment.”

“Changing environment'™ re-
actions seem 10 be almost 3 stock-
in=trade of this country's by now

uwile nodiceable band of emigrant
English poets.  Plomer, Wrght,
Prance, Currey amd others find
thedr  displacement of recurrng
poeiic Intensst

But among none of them & a
cerfain rootlessness w0 apparent
and troubling a8 it is im Mr
Lerner's verse. After watching the
Bastille Day freworks in France,
he pomders: e

Y Who are the fireworks for?

(d haps, old men,

Children wp late, and srag-
gling forcigners?

Ng one ir old :m:!u,g-jl ]
krow the coanse,

Or young enough o feel he
it mof b

A rroubled erowd benesth a
troi biled ohy"

ANTHONY DELIUS

IT TAEES A WOMAN
(Cortineed from page 10)

wiater as long as there is something
1o share and help and nurse the
sick or crppled ones.  Their only
wice seems to be a tlendency fo-
wards pealousy.

It is mot anly the Bushmien Mrs
Thomas describes with love, but
abo the world of nature around
them: the beautiful sunsets and the
starry sky, the mating dance of the
anis, the pink dunes and the giant
baobabs, and all the berries and
roots of the veld, which help to
koep the Buoshmen alive. She
even teaches us how to cook & tor-
wise in its shell, how 1o eat live
ants and how to make a poison
against which there is no antidote!

J. RUDNER

NEXT ISSUE
Reviews:  John Coatman:
FPolice: Arthur Creech-Tones: |-
Fabian Colonlal Essave; Wil-
lam Faulkner: MNew Orleans
Skerches:  Althea Gibson: 7
E.IIH'H:F.F wanted o be  rome-
hody: D F. Malan: Ajfrikaner
Folkseenheid, etc,
L] L L]
Reviewers {in order): Crerald
Gordon, Juliva Lewin, Beryl
Bloom, Mathan Makasa, L. M.
Thompson, etc.
L - L]
anpd- The Liberal Mind No. 1:
Robert Browning.
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Nats Are Breaking
Up Home Life

HE following lerrer way recently addressed 1o a praup of wamen

wite have bren active for justice in Cape Town,

I'r shows ther

the law hay reached the stage now when a man working in Stellen-
hosch may mor live with hiv wife merely becouse she was nod born

in Srellenbosch.

The women asked the Srellenbosch authorivies to give Tvy a
permir, but they said that it was guite impossible, The only thing
would be for the husband 1o give up his work and go and live in

Cape Town.
We think thizs i Tunacy.

Imagine how many Nationalist

cabirer minisfers wodd be able to live with thelr wives If the rule
applied also o thew—probably none.

Here is the heartrending letter, in ity origingl Englich;

Dear Madam,—Its me Ivy.
Its very heavy for me here in
Stellenbosch. [ po to Stellen-
bosch pass office ask me where
I Born, told them T bom in
Retreat Cape Town., They told
me a girl of Cape Town can’t
stay in Stellenbosch. So they
gift me Gl the end of February
to get out of Stellenbosch, Taold
my husband fo sfay in MNyanga.

Husband say to them I mors
than seven years in Stellenbosch.
They =zay to him you no that
a girl of Cape Town can't stay
here.  Yes if its a girl of Stellen-
bosch then she peis a pass, Mow
I am inm Myanga, now Madam
good-bye,

Tis
I¥Y SINXEZE

Nyanga

CAPRICORN IDEAL HAS
CHANGED KENYA

JIR,
& We in Kenya, who are members of the Capricorn Africa
Socicty, are today celebrating Salima ‘Day which is the third

anniversary of the day on which
jca, came together on the shores

A

I still remember it as one of
the most stirming occasions of
my life and today the Contract
is as wvalid for everyone as it
was then. Indeed many of our
recommendations are.  already
being established in the normal

legislative ' procedure of thas
country —specially with regards
to land restrictions.

I am firmly of the opinion
that Capricorn has had a pro-
found effect on the thinking of
many people in Kenya and al-
though we have mot changed,
politcal opinion has undergone
a profound change in the last
three years

Some one last weck gave me
some back numbers of Contact
to read, This was a breath of
life to me as, in my ignorance,
I had mo idea that such o

le drawn from all owver

vigorous body of people existed
in South Africa as the Liberals.
I had no idea that a paper such
as Confect was being published
in Seuth Africa and find any
measure of support at all. My
heartiest congratulations on
what i5 a very brave effort. 1
think Contect makes splendid
and inspiring reading.

I remember Mr. Alan Paton
well at Salima and the contri-
bustion he made over our Immi-
gration Provision when someonc
suggested that prospective immi-
grants should be screened. He
said most definitely and catego-
rically “Mo",

We, who were all unknown
people, were very pleased and
proud to have him there.

(Mrs.) 1. D. RAW
Mairohi

C.A.P. LEADERS

o IR,

I believe that wou will
agree that, in the long rum, the
boomerang effect of exaggera-
tion trends to harm rather than
help any just cause in which it is
employed, It is for this reason
that | wish to correct some
impresspons  created by the
article on our Central Africa
Farty (C.AP) leader, Mr. Gar-
ﬁ;!d Todd, in your issue of June
13

The suggestion that the “big-
Eest factor™ in our party's suc-
cess in Morthern Rhodesia was
his  “dramatic. retorn™  from
overseas and subsequent visit to
Morthern Rhodesia, is T believe,

CONTACT

an exaggeralion which Mr, Toadd
would be the first to denv, for i
seeks 1o diminish the status and
influence of Sir John Moffat in
his home territory of Morthern
Rhodesia and to obscure the
wvery real appeal of our non-
racial policy to an effectively
multi-racial electorate.

Our victory in Northern Rhode-
si in which one of aur candidates
stood against a Congressman and
with African votes scored a clear
victory for racial co-operation
against a docinne of racial
domination. was a most heariening

reault.
M. A. PEDDER
Salishury

To Correspondents

Becanse of shorimge of
space many of the letlers
which we publish have had
to be shorfened. Other things
being equal we will give
priority to letiers that have
been kept as short as possible.

DETAINEE
APPEALS
FOR BOOKS

B As A newspaper man, I
have no doubt that you have, at
hand, the fullest information
regarding the recent show-downs
in Nyasaland. You might on
the other hand have an opposite
picture of the situation as
reported in the Central African
Press. However, 1 hope that
vour paper has not failed to
understand that our press in this
part of Africa. iz one-sided.

We are detained here in-
definitely, and only God knows
what will become of us next.
Under the WNyasaland Emer-
gency  Repulations, the Gow-
erfior has the power to keep us
here as long ag he feels it is
nEcessary to mamiain peace and
order in the country. We are,
therefore, left with no alterna-
tive but make this our per-
manent home,

I therefore write to ask vou
to send me some books. I am
most  interested in freclance
journalism and English Litera-
ture. [ also enjoy reading
novels, especially  “the Paton-
Bloom type”. I would also wel-

Lake Nyasa to sign our  come some past copics of Con-

faes

We acoclate oureelves with
thiz appeal —Ediror,

BURSARY
SCANDAL

IE,

The withdrawal of a pasport
from an African student just about
to leave South Africa to take up
& I:um'.-rg.r awarded 1o him for
studies in MNorway has shocked
all right-thinking people, white
ones mcloded, 1 this country.

On the other hand, sction by
students of the University of Cape
Town, by which funds are to be
rapied o allow the. African stu-
dent concerned 10 continue  his
slidies, deserves the highest praiss
for two reasons (1) the generous
and human reaction on the part of
young South Africans to the in-
justice of Government action and
(2} the implied defiamce of the
Mationalist Gowvernment, in  that
white students are helping a black
student, suspected by Government
of being an undesirable “export.”

Govermment would be  well-
advissd o remember that the
young people af lo-day are the
proapective  vobers al the nemt
general  election and  that  the
chances of the Mais. ever getting
back info power are rapidly grow-
ing less and less now that the
younger generalion realises the
appalling consequences of the
actions of a Govermment, the
policy of whose members is “Party
Before Country.”

CAPETONIAN
Cape Town

' LEFTIST VIEWS

I am sorry that I put Mr. Pat Poovalingam to so much trouble,
when, in an earlier publication of Confacs I challenged him to guote
one example of New Age ever having smeared the Liberals.

But imagine my surprise,
when reading his reply to my
challenge, to note that not one
of the three instances he gquotes,
are expressions of New Age's
attitude towards the Liberal
Party. All of them are extracts
from letters to New Ape or
statemnents published in  New
Age by political organsiions,

MNew Age publishes the views
of Leftists as well as  anti-
Leftists (unlike Contfecr) and the
publication of letters and state-
ments of individuals or organisa-
tons can in no way be inter-

preted as New Age policy.

My challenge 15 still open (o
Mr. Pat Poovalingam or anyome
else to quote me one example of
Mew Age ever having smeared
the Liberal Party in the same
manner that Costact regularly
ablacks Mew Age and the Con-
gress of Democrats.

MELYILLE FLETCHER
Durban

We had o shortem  Mr.
Poovallngam's letter 1o consider-
ably that other examples were
meitfed.—Editor.

MORE BRITISH IN INDIA
1R

May I add one interesting fact to A. Pierce Jones's debunking
of the ery that “the British have been thrown out of India”. so
often raised to justify the denial of the vote to four-fifths of our
people? This is that there are today more British people living
the subcontinent than there were before India and Pakistan became

independent.

LIBERAL
Clifton, Cape Town

Office: Fourth Floor, Parlia-
ment Charnbers, 47, Parliament
Sereer, Cape Town,

Telephone: 2-4524,
Posial  address: Py, Box
1579, Cape Town.

SMALLS RATES
Id. a word minimum 15.

e g iy g g -

AFRICAMNA
Offered —Books on  Alrica,
South of Sahara, old and new.
Write for requiremenis.

Valuations of books and
antiques undertaken and advice
given for dispesal.

FOR SALE: Complete set
Theal's History, 11 volumes.
Price on reguest,

Write M. K. Jeffreys Afri-

cana  Consuliant Box 4237
Cape Town,
WANTED
Agenis wanted to sell
CONTACT

Good commission offered
Write Manager: CONTACT

BOX 1979
CAPE TOWN

FURNITURE BARGAINS

At the Formture Mart 583
Weat Street, Durban, combined
wardrobe and  four-drawer
chifst of draws with Scoivel
mirrar polished at only £7. 105
Polished chests of draws at
only £3. 1% For high quality
low priced furniture see the
Furniture Mart.

WANTED

Second-hand books on Alrica,
especially on  history, travel,
race questions. We give good
prices for all books hought
Write to Africa Books, Box 59,
ROMDEBROSCH, Cape,

CONTACT SMALLS

MISCELLANEDUS
Read 'LOTUS Rhodesia's
Liberal Asian Monthly, Annoal
Subscription 10/-. Box 99§,
Bulnwaya,

MISCELLANEDUS
The Liberal Party of South
Africa (Cape Division). wishes
to make it kmown that it has
address. Thiz is: LIBERA-
TIOMN, CAPE TOWMN. : =

Prompt Watch Repairs
FEREE! FREE!
JUST ARRIVED!
Have yvour Watches tesisd by

SIGNWRITING
Signs, Posters, Banners etc,
Malle Signs, Phone 69-1558,
72, Coronation Hoad, Walmer
Estate, Cape Town,

CORRESPFONDEMNTS
WANTED
We need correspondents in
all cities, townships, and
reserves. Perhaps you could
help. If so semd us wour
name and address.
Comdace,
Box 1979, CAPE TOWM.

DESKS

Duarban specialists in offics
furmiture at  factory  prices.
3w 2 typist desks only £4. 15z,
4 9y 209 gix-drawer Exeou-
tive desks at only £12. 15, all
extrermely  well  made  and
attractively polished a golden
mahopgany  oolour.  Extended
terma arranged. The Furniture
Mart $83 West Street, Durban
Telephone 4961,

NOTICE

Would Mr. £ Sonkosi
kindly let us have his address,
—Editor, Box 1979, CAPE
TOWM,

ilth July 1959
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