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Disinvestment

As the numbers of
unemployed grow, what do
Black workers wani? ..
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Investment in SA —

a strategy

for

liberation

THE disinvestment (or divestment as Americans call it) debate is gaining
momentum both in South Africa and abroad.

This issue of Clarion Call highlights the controversy and the viewpoint of Black
South Africans and their elected representatives who believe that investment and
job opportunities are a strategy for liberation.

While totally opposed to the apartheid
policies of the South African Govern-
ment, they are convinced that disin-
investment will only increase the suf-
fering of their fellow Blacks and will
not hasten the day of their political

hundreds of thousands of Black work-
ers and their families (altogether num-
bering millions) who have massed ai
rallies throughout the country to voice
their opposition to disinvestment.

It shows pictorial evidence of these

liberation.

: . people who have stood up and asked to
This report presents the views of

be counted — men and women who
have cried “NO!" to disinvestment ac-
ross the length and breadth of the
country. People who have crammed
into marquees in the heart of rural
KwaZulu and who have packed
stadiums in the sprawling city of Sow-
eto outside Johannesburg and in other
Black townships throughout the Reef.

They see disinvestment as a mis-
guided and simplistic strategy that has
no chance of any real success.

And they query why the proponents
of disinvestment both in South Africa
and abroad have never tried to consult
or obtain a mandate from ordinary
Black workers — who are the ones
disinvestment will effect the most.

Only one Black leader has done so
— Chief M G Buthelezi - and their
response to his question: *‘Do you be-
lieve in disinvestment as a strategy for
liberation?”” has been an overwhelm-
i"g #LND!!“F

Blacks understand the issue and its
implications. They are capable of
speaking for themselves. They know
what is in their political and economic
Interest,

While grateful for the moral concern
of people from other countries, Black
workers feel they should direct their
own struggle for liberation.

They ask whether good people in

New York., Washington, Quebec.
- i London, Bonn., The Hague, Paris.
. T L R o i Rome, Sydney and other world
i ,‘. s - . . 'r-"“'..." i " .- - b el

centres really understand the other
side of the disinvestment debate in
faraway South Africa.

Wﬂffing for a dav’s work ar a township meeting place for job seekers. Today
millions of Blacks in South Africa are unemployed.



WHITE HOUSE

“... disinvestment and the
economic isolation of South Africa
will bring about increased
immediate hardships and

starvation and will increase disease

In the short term — without
medium and long term gains to
balance deprivation and suffering

2

THE following is the text of the
thoughts expressed to President
Ronald Reagan by Chief Buthe-
lezi during their White House
meeting:

Mr President. Sir. the time that
yvou can afford to devote to the
South African guestion must be
counted in minutes per month
rather than in hours or days,

Politically vou are the most
powerful man on earth and your
responsibilities extend into a
multitude of domestic and
foreign issues and are global in
scope.

That you have taken the initia-
tive to invite me to meet you here
in Washington and are now de-
voting time to talk to me is a sig-
nal to every decent Black South
African that you are genuinely
concerned to do something con-
structive to bring about change in
South Africa.

On behalf of Black South Af-
rica. | thank you for inviting me
here and for the interest you are
displaying in our plight.

It would appear to us that the
constructive engagement policy
will necessarily involve the Un-

. ited States in a carrot and stick

approach., and we have taken
heart at glimpses of the stick in
your recent statements.

You have said: “*There are oc-
casions when guiet diplomacy is
not enough ... And you have
remarked that the United States
** .. has said on many occasions
that we view racism with repugn-
ance ... Mr President, we ap-
preciate this forthright condem-
nation of apartheid.

You Mr President must go
down in our history as the first
American President who had the
courage to clutch the thomy
South African nettle boldly and

publicly. The United States
never had a South African pol-
icy. It now has one. Those whc
follow in your footsteps will in-
herit your initiatives and will
have to build on things that you
have started.

Your assessment is correct.
Sir. that it is now time that the
South and Southern African situ
ation was placed permanently o1
the American political agenda.

Because yvour policy 1s abou
us and our country and because it
is about our future and the futur
of our children, I have aduty and
a democratic right to weigh uj
what you, Sir, are aiming to d
and to comment publicly on th
merits of what you and your ac
ministration are attempting t
accomplish.

You will hear conflicting vo
ces from Black South Africa -
some made strident by the med:
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Chief M G Buthelezi at a meeting with President
Ronald Reagan, Washington, February 4, 1985.

—————

amplifying machine and others
made cautious and sober by the
demands which are placed on
real leaders with mass follow-
mmgs. | hope. Sir. that you will
listen to the latter. even if you
have to take cognisance of the
former in your own domestic
party political situation.

The United States 15 a great
democracy and the Amercan
people should feel obliged to give
added weight to the views expre-
ssed by leaders who involve
themselves in constituency polit-
ics where they sink or swim on
their ability to gather demonstr-
able Black support which can be
d_1' rected towards political objec-
nves,

I,ISir. founded Inkatha as a lib-
eralion movement a short ten
years ago and in the space of one
decade Inkatha has grown to
have nearly a million paid-up

members.

1 am a leader chosen by mil-
lions of ordinary Black South Af-
ricans from every walk of life and
| represent people in both rural
and urban areas. In addition. 1
am a leader by hereditary right
and history itself demands and 1
remain as a committed leader in
the struggle for liberation.

What I say to you, Sir, is ac-
claimed by millions and on behalf
of Black South Africa I con-
stantly reiterate that we need
Western involvement in the de-
velopment of South and South-
ern Africa. We need American
engagement if it is constructive.

Western leaders should not
gamble the future of South and
Southern Africa nor should they
jeopardise the role that the West
can play in developing and stabil-
ising Southern Africa as a region
on the strident and dubious voi-

ces expressing radical rthetoric so
often amplified by the media.

1 ask vyou, Sir, to continue
weighing up your responsibilities
and the responsibilities of
America against the background
of what effective Black leaders
with real mass constituencies
have to say.

History has taught me and
Black South Africa that past
Western democratic posturing
and verbal condemnation have
left apartheid intact. 1 see today
in the United States an upsurge
of genuine concern about apart-
heid. But I also see a great up-
surge of verbal condemnation of
apartheid and the kind of postur-
ing which has been of such little
significance in the past.

There is a storm brewing in the

Continued overleaf...




United States about American
responses to apartheid and I
think that time will tell that many
of those who are involved are
serving double agendas.

They may well be indignant ab-
out the lack of even minimal hu-
man rights for Blacks in South
Africa, and they may well be
genuine in their indignation. For
this indignation and genuineness
I am deeply grateful.

They may. however. have
other agendas in which apartheid
is being used as an issue to beat
you. Mr President. and to dis-
credit your administration.

Some are making a political
football out of our suffering. and
I ask you to stand firm and to do
whatever you can to de-politicise
the question of what America can
do to aid those who are not in-
volved in  the struggle for
liberation.

Apartheid has a kind of evil
virulence and it has a proven
durability. There are many who
are making the tactical error of
attempting to encapsulate this
virulence in an isolated South Af-
rica shut off from Western
influences.

The indiscriminate economic,
social and political 1solation of
South Africa. applied mindlessly
and regardless of consequences
for each action. will deeply and
adversely affect the non-violent
democratic struggle to bring ab-
out radical change. The total iso-
lation of South Africa would
favour those who aim to bring
about change by violent means
and to establish a socialist or
even communist state.

It is indisputably true that
Whites cannot manage mining.
industry and commerce on their
own and that the sustained eco-
nomic growth to which they as-
pire can only be achieved by
moving towards parity between
Black and White.

White political apartheid is
now under very real siege by eco-
nomic reality and the non-violent
transition from apartheid society
o a society based on the princi-
ples of open democracy will be
greatly enhanced by a sustained

high rate of economic growth.

[ Disinvestment and the eco-
nomic isolation of South Africa
will bring about increased im-
mediate hardships and starvation

and will increase disease in the
short term. without medium term
and long term gains to balance
deprivation and suffering.

I am acclaimed by millions
when [ say that while the struggle
for liberation in South Africa
needs Western inputs, it is pri-
marily a Black South African
struggle which we ourselves
wage for our own future,

[ speak for millions when I say
that we see tactical and strategic
advantages in a rapidly growing
economy. The West., Mr Presi-
dent. must allow us to determine
our own tactics and strategies
and to charter our own course
into the future of our choice,

Black South Africa knows that
there are no easy solutions to the
apartheid problem. and we cer-
tainly know that an armed strug-
gle which continues to fail and
which exacts terrible prices will
destroy the foundations on which
we will one day have to build a
future.

Quite apart from the moral is-
sues involved, and quite apart
from the fact that an armed strug-
gle tends to shape society for
authoritarian governments of the
future, 1 have other concerns ab-
out the use of violence.

Black South Africans know
that without bases in neighbour-
ing states. and without interna-
tional diplomatic. logistic and
material support and. further-
more, without areas inside South
Africa which can be liberated.
the armed struggle must fail.

Whether. Mr President. your
bold grasping of the South Afni-
can thorny nettle in your formu-
lated constructive engagement
policy will bear the fruits that all
democrats hope for. remains to
be seen.

Experience gathered over gen-
erations makes me and my fellow
Black South Africans sceptical
about the role of the West in our
struggle.

[ believe you are right in for-
mulating a South African policy.
[ believe that within this frame-
work Dr Chester Crocker has
plaved a positive role in Namibia
but the vast majority of ordinary
Black South Africans are not yet
aware of anything meaningful in
their own lives which has flowed
as something new from America
because of constructive en-

|

gagement.

I and all Black South Africans
applaud the emphasis which has
been placed on aid for education
programmes in South Africa.

The struggle for liberation
would be strengthened by

American-backed  educational
programmes and would be

strengthened even further if edu-
cational aid were extended to
health education and educational
programmes which are comple-
mentary to the in-service training
programmes aimed at vocational
advancement in work situations.

I am particularly aware of
Black South Africa’s apprecia-
tion for the aid which is given for
humanitarian purposes. Ameri-
can assistance given to us for
drought relief and to help us meet
the terrible plight of those devas-

tated by floods by cvclone
Demoina Was greatly
appreciated.

Mr President. the responsibil-
ity to liberate South Africa is
ours. but the West must not
under-estimate the desperate
need to provide humanitarian aid
to suffering communities involv-
ed in our struggle.

When  ordinary  suffering
humanity is sustained by aid
programmes. more morale in the
struggle for liberation nses. The
raising of Black South African
morale is something the West can
do and should do. and will I hope
accept as a very important input
to the struggle.

Mr President. may I in conclu-
sion express the real fact that the
value of educational and other
aid programmes backed by the
United States will have a greatly
diminished wvalue if they are
based on partisan American as-
sessments of the Who's Who in
Black South African politics and
not on needs and opportunities.

The need to be blind to Black

party political affiliations ir
South Africa cannot be over
emphasised.

I plead for aid for Black Soutl
African organisations across :
broad front of Black South Afri
can activity and [ ask you M
President and your administra
tion to do everything that can b
done to remove aid to Blacl
South Africa from the Americai
party political arena.
]




American dialogue

InﬂuentiaF Americans including Senators, Congressmen and the ‘ 1.

chief executive officers of large corporations heard Chief Buthelezi
explain during his recent visit to the US that the crucial question now
was whether or not big companies could play a positive role in the
process of helping to bring about change in South Africa.

He told them: “'[ am watching with some interest how Amencan
companies will in fact respond to the current situation. If big busi-
ness has a job of work to do in South Africa beyond the turning over
of dollars: if America as the world’s leading industrial nation, and
the world's leading democratic country. uses big business as a party
En!i[ical tool. and if activists and lobbyists in the United States beat
ig business in the field of public relations and mount the kind of
pressures on big business which forces their hand in South Afnca,
]tnh?n we will be witnessing something we have not yet witnessed
efore.

In the past big business interests in the West had participated in the

development of the South African economy and had done so within
the framework of apartheid. They had been party 1o the fact that
economic development had favoured Whites at the expense of
Blacks. There was now no doubt that the West generally and big
business in particular were — in the last generation — blind to the
horrors of apartheid. This was not the case now and American
businessmen had “seen the writing on the wall ..."

A.mtril:a, he said. had the kind of massive wealth which afforded it

the luxury of being involved in South Africa or not being involved.
Big business in America was aware of that power and one of its
options was to withdraw now in the certain knowledge, and perhaps
even capitalist arrogant knowledge. that they were not foregoing
:P nvolvement in the development of South and Southern Africa
orever. )

_Hf: said Congressmen and Senators in particular would be receiv-
ing conflicting signals from Black South Africa... Black South Afri-
cans had the right to differ with each other and to pursue differing
ains and objectives. However, as a democrat he believed that the
final arbiter of who was “acceptable” and who was not acceptable,
were the masses of ordinary Black people. Mo other organisation in
the country was endorsed by ordinary people as effectively as
Inkatha was endorsed. For that reason he asked that his observa-
tions be taken seriously.

Chief Buthelezi asked Americans to “employ their indignation
sk_ullgully and rationally”™ and to bear the following nine points in
mind:

T

The practice of democracy is deeply and adversely affected by
circumstances of mass poverty. | ask Americans to remember
that Black South Africans do not wish to destroy the foundations
of future progress by ndulging in the politics of anger which is
satisfying in the short term but detrimental in the medium and
long term.

- The majority of Black South Africans seek to bring about funda-

mental changes in South Africa through the politics of negotia-
tion, and by employing non-violent means.

. Ordinary Black South Africans see politics as a bread and butter

thing and as a vehicle for improvements in their standard of living
and n individual family circumstances.

. Black South Africans are intimately aware of White power and

that it will be used to protect Whites preferentially if South Africa
began to feel the effects of economic isolation.

. Ordinary Blacks do not distinguish between those among them

who were forced to live in urban ghettoes by apartheid and those
whom the same apartheid forces to live in rural areas. For them,
the rural/urban dichotomy does not exist as a political dimension,
and for them life under apartheid rule is as obnoxious for Blacks
in apartheid-created townships. or apartheid-created so-called
homelands.

Black South Africans do not wish to pay terrible prices for failing
strategies and they neither believe that the armed struggle. nor
the effective economic isolation of South Africa. could succeed
in dtstrnying apartheid for the forseeable future. Both the armed
struggle and increased economic deprivation. which Blacks
would experience as the result of effective economic sanctions
against the country as a whole. would involve Blacks in paying
heavy prices for gains which would be minimal if there be any
gains at all.

Black strategists with their feet on the ground are aware that

ople who suffer as we suffer. experience losses of morale in the
ace of the prospects of greatly increased suffering. It is the taste
of something better which galvanises impoverished people to
demand more and which creates a sustained determination to
struggle for that more.

Righteous indignation which vents itself against South Africa’s
White apartheid bosses but which also extolls casualties from
BIackg-.L must be rejected. as the use of bombs against strategic
and mltary targets in South Africa which kill and maim ordinary
Black citizens in the process. must be rejected.

Americans must always remember that the international might of
the United States should not be used to dictate to Black South
Africans about what they should do and what they should not do.
and what they should suffer and should not suffer, as Americans
give vent to anger and indignation against the horrors of
apartheid, ’

-



SENATOR Edward Kennedy. in his
well publicised tour of South Africa in
January, made it clear in his speeches
that he plans to **offer specific recom-
mendations on divestture™ to the
American people and to the Congress
of the United States.

In an address to 600 members of var-
ious Chambers of Commerce in Johan-
neshurg. he said that neither he nor the
American people could accept state-
ments of goodwill as substitutes for
concrete actions to acheve fundamen-
tal rights in South Africa.

Since his return to America. news-
paper reports from there have specu-
lated that the Senatorisset to **turn the
heat on American businesses operat-
ing in South Africa™ as a prelude to
championing  tougher  economic
measures against South Africa.

It is believed Senator Kennedy is
likely to sponsor legislative measures
in the United States that will call for
“selective disinvestment™ or “‘con-
structive disengagement™ by Ameri-
can companies found to be supporting
or entrenching apartheud.

There is doubt whether Senator
Kennedy. who has already co-spon-
sored Bills urging a stop to new Ameri-
can investments in South Africa, will
call for total  disinvestment
immediately.

Kennedy strategists are expected to
seek out views in the US on how best
to monitor the activities of American
companies who have links with South
Africa and how others can put pres-
sure on the country.

In an interview with the Johannes-
burg Sunday Express. Senator
Kennedy was asked what measures by
the SA Government he would regard
as being far-reaching enough to make
him review his anti-apartheid
campaign.

Senator Kennedy said they would
include “expansion of the vote™ to
people of all races. restoration of
South African citizenship to Blacks
and a halt to forced removal and reset-
tlement of Blacks.

He told South African businessmen
that private communications of
concern from corporate leaders in SA
to Government officialscould **. .. only
be gestures. words spoken on the
wind...” if business was also busy im-
plementing pass laws against Black
families and accepting and aiding other
measures which entrench apartheid.

He said no test was clear for South
Africa now. no issue more closely
watched in the outside world. than the
fate of the union movement,

“To have unions 15 not enough: Lo
respect their rights is essential.” he
]

T
T

Senator Edward Kennedy in South Africa.

said.

Senator Kennedy added that to fire
workers for striking made a mockery
of any claim to free collective bar-
gaining,

The state of South Africa’s unions
was also inextricably related to the
status of Black people in the rest of the
legal system.

On his return to America. Senator
Kennedy said he had found that “only
Whites in South Africa oppose disin-
vestment ...

This statement was slammed by var-
ious Black leaders and academics who
said they were *“astounded™ that
Senator Kennedy had programmed his
memaory so selectively.

In an editorial headlimed **Amazing
forgetfulness.”™ the Durban Daily
News pointed out that Senator Ken-
nedy could hardly have missed the
central point made at a prayer break-
fast he attended — hosted by Chief M
G Buthelezi.

It said the **... leader of the co
try’s largest national group” had t
him that not only the Zulus but m
ordinary working Blacks opposed «
investment.

Hundreds of demonstrators |
greeted him in Durbanwith pro-inwe
ment banners and Black businessn
have also spoken personally to him
pressing their opposition to
investment,

The Director of the Centre for .
plied Social Studies at the Univer
of Natal. Professor Lawrence Schli
mer. says research among work
class Blacks has shown that they
against disinvestment.

Research among more politic:
polarised Blacks might conclude.
said. that they supported
mvestment.

“It therefore depends on wh
Blacks vou are talking about.” Proi
sor Schlemmer added.



and Buthelezi
... what they said.

DURING his meeting with Senator Edward Kennedy in
Durban. Chief M G Buthelezi. Chief Minister of KwaZulu
and President of Inkatha. made it clear that he believed that
the problems of South Africa would be resolved within South
Africa by South Africans.

He said that if there was one message which the United
States Government and other Western Governments needed
to hear was that Black South Africans were ... ordinary
people who behave as human beings behave the world over.™

South Africa was in a situation of flux and change in which
opinion was deeply divided about what to do and what not to
do and about the goals which Blacks should be striving for.

The history of the Black struggle for liberation could be
written as one Black failure after another to bring about
radical change. Failure after failure had produced one new
attempt after the other and Black politics was characterised
by raging disputes about what next should be done and how it
should be done.

It was not suprising that Black groups in South Africa were
at loggerheads with each other about both aims and objec-
tives and about tactics and strategies to achieve them.

Chief Buthelezi went on to say that what has become
known as the Black Consciousness grouping tended to look
towards a socialist future. This rejection of the free enter-
prise system and capitalism as a philosophy was not
suprising,

What little free enterprise that had emerged in South Africa
had not benefited Blacks — capitalism had been misused.

Black experience was one of political subjugation suppor-
ted by economic oppression and the experience of seeing
successive governments siding with big business to maintain
the status quo.

The step beyond the call for socialism was the step into the

armed struggle.
_"Those who reject the country’s existing institutions and
s political and economic order must necessarily tend to-
wards revolutionary approaches using revolutionary tactics
and strategies.” he said.

Like every other Black leader Chief Buthelezi said he had
to consider carefully revolutionary options **... and I did so
while the fires of deep anger burnt in my breast ..."

Black anth Africans would be, he added. the last people
on the continent of Africa to triumph over racist-inspired
social, economic and political oppression,

"_IT]WEW;r. the victory of Africa had taught him that the
Eﬂlltu‘:‘all victories in struggles for liberation were “but first
.‘-Iegsl Into a tortuous future.

HVST:LE;;:;:IEEI aﬁﬁug_:('i_ Senator Kennedy that “my views
African situg ﬁnn n:flh“h' Eilnce he had discussed the South
Kennedy, 1 15 late brother. Senator Robert

In short, T am and have always been an opponent of the

ational Party Gov ) :
; ern - _
'n South Africa,. ment which rules us without consent

R e

At his most recent rally at the Jabulani Stadium in Soweto,

30 000 people turned out to welcome Chief Buthelezi,



“THERE’S NO SOCIALIST

IT HAD been *‘a sobering experience”
watching. over the years, grand exper-
iments in Afncan Socialism. Chief
Buthelezi told Senator Kennedy.

He had seen just howlittle socialism
had done for so many people in so
many parts of the continent.

“Thus., when 1 seek wisdom from
Africa and when I draw on African
experience, I am cautioned by other
people's experience of revolutions
striving for a socialist future ...”

““As a Black leader faced with the
realities of South Africa here and now.
I dare not take models of liberation
from elsewhere and apply them sim-
plistically to our own circumstances.

“The fundamental lesson [ have
learnt is that the process of bringing
about radical change is the very pro-
cess which lays the foundation for the

future.
**So when I. like other Black South
Africans. have time and again

examined the utility of revolution and
the desirability of rejecting capitalism
in favour of socialism or communism, |
have done so soberly ...”

Chief Buthelezi said 50 percent of all
Black South Africans were 15 years
old and younger. There was vast un-
employment and it was Blacks who
were unemploved or under-employed.

There were vast backlogs in essen-
tial services — in housing. medical
care and in education. It was Blacks
who suffered because of these back-
logs.

Rural areas were desperately over-
populated and agrarian revolutions
would only alleviate suffering. They
would not bring about any real change
in the quality of life of the people.

*There is no socialist magic and no
communist magic which wiil feed the
hungry and house the poor.™ the Chief
emphasised.

After looking around Africa and the
Third World. he had become convinc-
ed that the free enterprise system held
out more hope for “people in our cir-
cumstances,” than any other system.

“The free enterprise system is the
most potent development agency at
our disposal.” he said.

“1 therefore find myself unable 10
commend an idealist socialist future 1o
my pE{}DiE — no matter how attractive
the trappings of socialism appear to
those who have suffered so desperate-

10

ly and for so long from oppression
which has been inspired by the West
and supported by the West ..."”
Senator Kennedy's reaction to these
remarks. made after he left Durban
and had arrived in Cape Town, some-
what stunned Chief Buthelezi and

to stop before it touches the ballot box.”

and chaos.

greater.”

true ...

MAGIC FOR AFRICA ...”

those who attended the breakfast.

Senator Kennedy said th
“nothing” Chief Buthelezi had to
him had *... convinced him of the v:
idity the homelands system ..."

This subject was not discussed at a

wip

Queneing for work at a labour bur

DECISIVE ISSUE IS THE VOT

SENATOR Kennedy reminded South Africans time and time again that the «
sive political issue in the country was full and equal citizenship for Blacks.

“It is disheartening to hear it said so often and with such confidence that pro;
is being made in this country — only to learn that the basic question of pol
participation for Black South Africans is hardly ever raised, and never really 1
seriously, in the dominant precincts of White power. Even the talk of reform+« 1

Senator Kennedy said Whites in South Africa feared the possiblity of vie n

“Yet, State-spawned and State-sponsored acts of violence only nurtur t
reality behind the fear and draw the chaos closer.

“The repression which reaches across the years, from the labour rebellion 1
Rand when 700 people died in 1922, to the jails and pass courts of 1985, h: 1
killed the vearning of Black people; it renews itself with each generation.

““ And with each cycle of disappointment, of hopes dashed and beaten do* 1,
children imprisoned and protest struck down, surely the ultimate danger ©

The t‘i]lll‘ﬁE of resistance was the one most likely to “make the worst fear: 0!

He quoted his late brother, President John F Kennedy, who said in 1962 b
“who make peaceful revolution impossible will make violent revolution inevi ¢



‘“‘My brothers and sisters ...

AT MASS rallies throughout the coun-
try. Chief M G Buthelezi, the Chief
Minister of KwaZulu and President of
the 980 0({)-strong Inkatha movement,
asks this question:

“Do vou support disinvestment as a
strategy in the struggle for our
liberation?"

Not once has he received a mandate
from ordinary Black South Africans to
pursue the tactic.

The following pages contain ex-
tracts from Chief Buthelezi's speeches
during the past year at meetings which
were collectively attended by more
than a million people.

At the Thokoza Sports Ground in
the East Rand he asked: **... You. my
brothers and sisters. are ordinary
South Africans. Do vou want disin-
vestment? Do yvou want South African
factories to close down so that vou lose
your jobs?

“*Do vou believe that the economic
boycott of South Africa will pay a
political dividend for you?”

Chief Buthelezi then told the audi-
ence that every time he asked these
questions people. the same as they
had. replied “*No!”

He added that this demonstrated
that Black South Africans were just
not prepared to destroy the little bit
that they had in pursuit of tactics and
strategies that would not work.

“In the present economic climate
how could [ dare say that Black people
must lose more jobs than the jobs we
have already lost and are going to
lose?™

He went on to say that European
governments and organisations who
had lavished millions of rands on Black
South Africans involved in the strug-
gle. frequently did so *‘with strings
attached...”

“When I and my emissaries have
gone abroad to seek European and
Nﬂ-l“[h_ American partnerships in the
pursuit of our aims and objectives. we
have again and again been bluntly told
that we cannot expect help unless we
Join in the cry for disinvestment.” said
Chief Buthelezi,

He told the crowd: “Politically im-
Poverished White liberalism in Europe
and North America does not hear your
voice. does not hear you rejecting dis-

Investment as a strategy.

*We in Inkatha cannot sell our souls
for money and we refuse to dance to
the tune of those who hold the purse
strings.

“We wvalue whatever help we can
get. but in the final analysis we know
that we Blacks of South Africa stand
on our own and have to rely on our
own resources when it comes to the
push.”

Very often. he went on. those who
had **so much money to lavish on us™.
not only demanded that Inkatha join in
the cry for disinvestment but also that
they subscribed to the principles of the
armed struggle.

“Every one of us is prepared to die
for what we believe,” he said.

“Over generations we have demon-

do you want disinvestment?”’

strated our valour in battle but this val-
our does not make us stupid and we
know beyond any shadow of doubt
that now and for the forseeable future
those who are committed to the armed
struggle do no more than turn our chil-
dren into cannon fodder ...

“If 1 followed double agendas and
talked out of both sides of my mouth at
the same time, Inkatha too would
share in the largesse from Western
Europe and North America ...

“But when a Black political move-
ment sells its soul and sells the birth-
right of the people in order to qualify
for foreign aid. it is doomed.

“The struggle for liberation must be
waged by South Africans through
democratic opposition within the bor-
ders of South Africa...”

'



ALL THESE PE

JOHANNESBURG—The South African Government
would not be toppled overnight and those who thought
they could easily make the country ungovernable were
‘vain in their stupidity’, Chief Gatsha Buthelezi told more

han 30 000 people in Soweto yesterday.

Addressing 8 prayer
meeling for black wnity,
Chief Bathelezi. the
rhairman of the South Al-
rican Black Alliance, said
the Congress of South Al-
rican Studenis “worked
among the children’,
helping them fo lose their
lives on township sireeds
and expectling them to
forgo their educalion
which the peaple had

whole world what they
should da’

Chief Buthelezi added
“They think they have dis-
covered the strupgle for
liberation, and they re-
gard as futile all the wis-
dom that black South
Africa has learnt over so
many feneralions

‘Wowhere in Africa and
nowhere in the Third

you and destroy the
things that you yourselves
have strived for.’
Referring Lo the two-
day stayaway by black
workers earlier this
month, Chiel Buthelétl
said ke was-nol opposed
to strikes and the use of
black consumer power to

support political de-
m;:pdg, but he rejecled
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AN ESTIMATED 30 000 people at the Jabulani Amphi-

theatre in Soweto roared their approval when Chief

Buthelezi had this to say about the disinvestment issue:

It is tragic that when we Blacks differ we resort to calling

each other names.

I have experienced denigration merely because in my talks
abroad T have always argued that the majority of Black
people in this country have never given me the mandate to go
to multi-national companies abroad and to tell them to with-
draw their investments in South Africa — as our brothers in
the external mission of the ANC have urged them to do all
these years.

I have argued that the majority of Black workers have not
yvet expressed themselves in favour of disinvestment either
directly or through their trade unions.

| have argued that those who argue in favour of disinvest-
ment need to visit labour bureaux’s such as the one in Market
Street to see the number of Blacks that queue up fordays on
end for the opportunity to get a job.

And vet there are people who talk of those of'us who argue
in this way in favour of investments as if we are traitors to the
Black cause.

It is time we considered our strategies and our reaction to
differences we have on strategies. 5

. . Wi ]
IN A statement issued at Ulundi, the capital of KwaZul
Chief Buthelezi said he believed that foreign investors coul
play *‘a vital role” not only in the development of Soul
Africa but on the whole sub-continent.

‘ South Africa has an industrial base which the whole su
continent needs, he said.

To destroy that base for immediate political needs is shor
sighted in the extreme.

South Africa’s Black population is growing at a rate
three percent per annum and the vast unemployment an
underemployment which now exists will soon become (3
more problematic than it has ever been before.

Unless this country’s economic development is hastene
dramatically. and unless we have sustained rates of ecc
nomic growth, the victory we struggle for will only lead t
demands on future governments which will be impossible t
satisfy.

Speaking to President Nyerere on one of my visits U
Tanzania, he described his battle with post-liberational prob
lems of poverty. Many Third World African states have ha
to do the same.

We have the advantage in South Africa of being able t
look back over time at the experiences of others during thei
struggles for liberation.

I am quite determined that in my own leadership. [ will no
exhort Black South Africans to seek immediate politica
gains at the expense of destroying the foundations of th
future.
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remains the most powerful system
man has ever devised which is
capable of fostering sustained
economic growth ...”

CHIEF Buthelezi told another rally in Ulundi that Black
South Africans were aware of the fact that they would not be
able to live off the land in a post liberation period.

While every effort would have to continue to be made to
make rural areas self-sufficient in food, the country as a
whole had passed the line beyond which industrialisation was
s¥nonymous with survival.

A great deal could be said about the relative merits of
socialism and capitalism.

H““"E"—’Fr *“... when all this is said and done, and whoever
SCOTES points off others in polemic academic debates, the free
ENLerprise system remains the most powerful system man has

Egh:;:::l:jjtl’ﬂch is capable of fostering sustained economic

Economic systems and political systems went hand in
hand.

The only real future worth having in South Africa was a
future in which the society would be democratic and the
country’s economic organisation would be one in which the
value of the free enterprise system was maximised.

Millions of Blacks were dependent on their cash income
and millions would starve within days and weeks at the most
if work opportunities dned up.

Disinvestment lobbyists who sought to isolate South Af-
rica economically put their own political purposes before the
good of the country and before the good of Black South
Africans.
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TRADE UNION LEADERS

SLAMMED FOR NOT

CONSULTING MEMBERS

CONCERNED groups of Black work-
ers have expressed their dissatisfac-
tion with what they claim 1s a “danger-
ous” lack of consultation between un-
ion leaders in South Africa and rank
and file members.

Chief Buthelezi acknowledged at his
last Soweto rally that he had received
delegations from workers who were
extremely unhappy about the
situation.

The Chief said he had supported
trade umions all his life and had always
championed trade unionism.

*I have done so because | see work-
ers and peasants as the salt of the earth
and trade unions as vital to the struggle
to liberate this country from social,
economic and political oppression.

“I stand behind trade unionism but.
some leaders are destroying union
power in vain and stupid and costly
mistakes.

**... some boast that this country can
be reduced to ungovernability by vio-
lence and roting ..."

He said Inkatha’s nearly one million
paid-up members and many thousands
of others who supported Inkatha, rep-
resented a cross-section of Black
South Afrnica.

Many were members of a wide range
of other organisations. including trade
unions, in addition to belonging to
Inkatha.

Hundreds of thousands of Inkatha’s
members and supporters were there-
fore members of organisations whose
executives had affiliated to the United
Democratic Front (UDF).

“And vet the UDF
Inkatha,” said Chief Buthelezi.

“In attacking Inkatha they attack
the sentiments of the very people they
claim to represent... and | am getting a
constant feed-back from Inkatha mem-
bers who are deeply disturbed about
what the executives of some of the
other organisations they belong to are
doing ..."

Chief Buthelezi went on to say that
Inkatha’s executive had learned over
many decades that *... leadership that
cannot be disciplined by members
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attacks

mandate from its rank and file members on the disinvestment issue.

have always led people astray ..."”

“They have always done things
which in the end people reject.” he
added.

“The United Democratic Front and
some of the executives of its affiliate
organisations act high-handedly.

“Who. for example, elected the
members of the Transvaal Stay-Away
Committee?

“Who was consulted about the tac-
tics and strategies that the committee
adopted? What procedure was used to
appoint its chairman?

“How much consultation was there
between the UDF's national leader-
ship and its affiliate organisations be-
fore the UDF threw its weight behind
the stayaway?

“There was a glib orchestration and
an under-hand power-play to deceive
the world that the stay-away was
democratically decided.

Chief Buthelezi said all Blacks knew
of the hard work which had gone into
forming trade unions to represent
them.

He said: **Now that the workers
this country have achieved somthii
at last, there are those who come je:
ously to snatch the fruits of their stru
gle from them.

“Trade union organisations whi
are used for purely political purpos
will cease to benefit workers.

“Black political forces which mo
in, like jackals and vultures, to feed «
the success of workers. must |
rejected.

“There must be consultation be
ween political forces and work
forces. There must be combim
strategies. but whatever workers do
trade unionists, they should do
trade unionists...

“We all know that there was n
proper consultation between worke
and those who called for the stay-:
home (work boycott) demonstration

“We know that the unions the
selves were outmanoeuvered and th
the rank and file workers are now |
to suffer the consequences that fl
from ill-conceived action ...”



Tutu will call for
sanctions, unless ...

o -

South Africa. Dr Allan Boesak is pictured, left, listening.

VARIOUS newspaper reports have claimed that Nobel
Peace Prize winner, Bishop Desmond Tutu, has warned
Western governments against giving aid to South Africa.

Bishop Tutu was quoted as saying in Frankfurt in January:
“South Africa is capable of looking after its people but the
Government is not carrying out its obligations. If the country
were to disarm, a considerable amount of funds could be
released.™

Bishop Tutu is also said to have urged Western nations to
press South Africa for improvements in human rights —
otherwise he would seek sanctions if Western firms did not
aid Black workers.

Bishop Tutu was speaking during a visit to West German
evangelical churches which raise more than R2-million a year
for the South African Council of Churches, of which Bishop
Tutu was general secretary until February when he was
Installed as Bishop of Johannesburg.

Bishop Tutu said Western nations should insist on the
abolition of banning orders and the ending of forced removals
and demand that all those detained without trial in South
ﬂf;t:l-::a be released or brought to court.

--» What must our people do which will awaken in the
West a real revulsion which will lead to action to dismantle
apartheid?” Bishop Tutu asked.

Flrrns_shqu]d house Black workers as family units and free
trade unions should be introduced.
or lfthllrr 15 not r.‘lunf:_ within _IE to 24 months, then [ will call
Gmﬂuﬂltwﬂ €conomic sanctions against the South African

ernment,™ he said.

He went on to say that the situation in South Africa was

T A

Bishop Desmond Tutu addresses Senator Edward Kennedy at Jan Smuts Airport before the Senator’s departure from

already volatile and violence could start exploding in rural
areas as well as towns.

A report quoting the Dutch Foreign Ministry in the Hague
said Bishop Tutu had sard South Africa’s Blacks needed two
years to find a “'peaceful solution™ to their problems.

During talks with the Dutch Foreign Minister, Mr Hans
van den Broek. Bishop Tutu said the international commun-
ity should not impose economic sanctions against South Af-
rica’s apartheid Government for the next two years.

If no solutions were found within those two years, interna-
tional economic sanctions should be imposed, the spokes-
man quoted the Bishop as saying.

Bishop Tutu also told Mr van den Broek that international
political and economic pressure on the South African Gov-
ernment should be increased gradually.

Bishop Tutu, together with Dr Allan Boesak, President of
the World Alliance of Reformed Churches, invited Senator
Kennedy to South Africa on behalf of the United Democratic
Front and the South African Council of Churches.

The tour was marked by various factions hostile to Senator
Kennedy — in particular the Azanian People’s Organisation
(AZAPQO), some groups from within the United Democratic
Front, the White righit wing and also White liberals and
businessmen.

Bishop Tutu said he was “*saddened to the point of tears™
that Senator Kennedy was forced to cancel his final speech in
South Africa because of a demonstration by AZAPO.

A report in The Times of London said Senator Kennedy's
tour had served *... only to bring to the surface the polarisa-
tion among the people whose cause he sought to champion.™
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THE South African public should have
no illusions regarding the seriousness
of the disinvestment issue. Both Eng-
lish and Afrikaans newspapers are fol-
lowing developments in detail,

Of considerable interest is the
operation of the Sullivan Code of Con-
duct for American firms operating in
South Africa.

What the pap

ers say

The Stor Tuesdoy Januory ¥ 19R5

Tutu says he’ll ¥ ok,
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The code. developed in 1977 by the
Rev Leon Sullivan, a Baptist preacher
and social activist who has a seat on
the board of General Motors, has re-
cently come under fire from various
quarters.

Its purpose is to establish fair emp-
loyment practices in South Africa and
to channel US business resources into
activities that promote social and eco-
nomic improvements for Blacks.

Chief Buthelezi has said publicly
hoth in South Africa and in the United

call for sanctions |,
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States that while applauding its princi-
ples. he believes its “monitoring”
structure should be reassessed.

Its founder. Mr Sullivan. no longer
believes adherence to it should be vol-
untary and is backing congress moves
to make it mandatory. As a result, the
US State Department is said to be
“putting pressure” and “twisting
arms” to get US companies to sign the
code voluntarily.

However. a Washington study by a
research organisation with close ties to
the Reagan Administration, the Herit-
age Foundation. says the code has
created a controversial backlash with

major foreign and domestic policy im-
plications for the US.

The code is regarded by some com-
panies as “low grade blackmail...” ac-
cording to the report.

By 1983, 146 of the 350 US com-
panies in South Africa had become
Sullivan signatories and had spent
more than 78-million dollars in pursuit
of the principles’ goals.

Complaints have risen because the
participants have to deal with long
questionnaires on their activities in
South Africa and must submit to an

annual audit and pay high fees.

Many have had to spend more than
R160 000 in the paperwork alone —
only to receive a failing grade from the
auditors,

Some have refused 1o invest i the
time and money and as a result 30 of
the 146 signatories were dropped from
the Sullivan list in 1983,

Companies with “falling grades”
can be the targets of disinvestment ac-
tion and there is a “reflex action by the
media to brand them racist”™ says the
report.

REAGAN SAYS US WILL
WORK FOR CHANGE

PRESIDENT Ronald Reagan says his administration intends
to continue working “steadily and quietly” with South Afn-
cans opposed to apartheid to help change the system.

In a recent interview the President said he felt this policy
was making some progress towards changing the South Afri-
can political system,

Meanwhile the Washington Times reported the results of a
public opinion poll which indicated that most Americans
either did not know or did not care about the anti-apartheid
demonstrations outside the South African Embassy in
Washington,

The Washington Post reported that the dollar figure of
US-South African trade last year was 4.5 billion dollars.

Listing South Africa’s mineral exports. the article said
nearly half of the foreign uranium delivered to the US Depart-
ment of Energy for enrichment came from South Africa or
Namihia.

In South Africa newspaper reports says the Government is
preparing for the “*economic shock of disinvestment.”

In a series of private meetings with businessmen. a senior
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official of the Foreign Affairs Department has warned them
to brace themselves forthe blow.

Early in February it was reported that New York is to
become the first US city to act against the purchase of South
African goods and against South African-linked businesses
and banks.

A spokesman for the American Committee on Africa said
many other cities were poised to follow suit.

The UN Secretary-General. Mr Javier Perez de Cuellar.
has also transmitted to the UN Security Council a proposal
by the General Assembly that it considers urgently the im-
position of mandatory economic sanctions against South
Africa.
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in South Africa

- the $2,5 billion question
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| estige and authoritative US finance magazine, Fortune, devoted a supplement to the question of US investment in South
: in its issue of October 1, 1984. People interviewed include Dr Kenneth Kaunda, President of Zambia. Mrs Lucy Mvubelo,
il Secretary of the National Union of Clothing Workers, Mr Harry Oppenheimer, former Chairman of the Anglo
can Corporation and Mr David Rockefeller, former Chairman of the Chase Manhattan Bank. Chief M G Buthelezi,
Mlinister of KwaZulu, President of Inkatha and Chairman of the South African Black Alliance was also asked to contribute
ughts. Some of his major points are printed below and on the following page.

ME the first question which must
s be asked in the disinvestment
2 15 what the people of South Af-
1wemselves say about it,
ive vel to meet a humble worker
does not echo the sentiments of
soweto audiences. Oppressed as
are they will never support disin-
nent, They have not and will not
wrse it as one of their strategies for
ation.
w can [ give my approval to pres-
+ regardless of the suffering they
cntail for my people? 1 cannot
myself to tell the poor of this
1y that I am working for the ces-
1 of foreign imvestment in South
1. Investment which means jobs
e unemploved. clothes for the
J and food for the hungry.
2 Blacks manage todo the little we
towards our liberation and the
:ire of our families BECAUSE of
meugre investment that comes our

wvestment is. in fact. a strategy
. liberation. Every foreign inves-
who has created employment op-
unities in South Africa knows that
v Monday moming there are
Zes of unemployed at their factory
~ seeking jobs.
12se people need a cash wage so
b and their families can survive.
¥} v when there is food in their bellies
iit they afford to take the time to con-
ider their political horizons.
There are more than 20 million
Hacks in South Africa. In KwaZulu

millions eke out a living as subsistence
farmers. domestic and clerical work-
ers and soon...

The desperate poverty of these
people can be seen in the 1980 census
figures which reveal that 50 percent of
KwaZulu's rural population earned
less than $650 a year and 50 percent of
urban dwellers less than $1 500 a vear.

People starve to death in KwaZulu.

And still the disinvestment question
and the more general question of South
Africa’s isolation in the international
community is constantly raised.

South Africa’s internal policies are
S0 repugnant to the human conscience
that the isolation of the country and the
crippling of its economy seems to
many to be a moral course of action.

I understand the moral indignation
of the world and I am glad for it. How-
ever. disinvestment is a wrong stra-
tegy. a misguided strategy and will do
nothing to aid the struggle for libera-
tion within the country. -

It is. in fact tactical madness...

Various voices clamour for disin-
vestment.

The African National Congress Mis-
sion in Exile. having abandoned the
internal struggle against apartheid in
favour of mounting an armed attack
against the Government and working
in collaboration with international
forces favouring a revolution and the
use of violence for political purposes.
espouse disinvestment as an essential
tactic.

Within the country there are minor-
ity groups. there are church groups
and there are groups among the intel-
ligentsia who also favour disinvest-
ment.

There are. however, other voices —
the voices of the masses. who totally
reject the tactic.

When General Alexander Haig vis-
ited South Africa I told him that we felt
the process of change should be assoe-
iated with the vitalisation of the free
enterprise system and the maximisa-
tion of the country’s productive
capacity.

[ also said that we recognise the
need. if at all possible to bring about
changes in partnership with Western
interests,

[ felt incumbent to make it clear. and
I will reiterate. that the present Gov-
ernment’s commitment to racist polit-
ics 1s giving rise to deepening Black
anger. As anger deepens so will Black
politics become increasingly careless
about the economic consequences of
Black political action.

1f change is not brought about by

‘democratic and non-violent opposition

to apartheid (principles of Inkatha)
then it will sooner or later be brought
about by violent means.

That there will one day be a new
dispensation in South Africa there is
no doubt.

But what sort of South Africa will
we all inherit in which to share power?
For unlike the White supporters of the
ruling National Party. we in Inkatha
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are not racists.

It 15 unfortunate that many of the
people who are in the forefront of the
disinvestment campaign rely on the
ANC for their guidance.

My brothers and sisters in exile are
sadly out of touch. They forget that
most of us work. live and die within the
borders of apartheid South Africa.

I must stress that we cannot afford
to adopt the attitudes of theoreticians
towards our own suffering.

Those who advocate disinvestment
have adopted a strategy born out of
pathetic misanalysis.

Many factors have been ignored and
on top of this is the fact that South
Africa is not as vulnerable as many
people think it is.

Consider the following:

* The South African economy has al-
ready reached such a level of self-
sufficiency  that  disinvestment
would only act as catalyst for greater
achievements.

* The country is a nett exporter of
food and energy to Africa and else-
where in the world.

* It is an exporter of a whole range of
strategic and other mmerals.

* The economy of this country is al-
ready integrated with the vested in-
tersts of the Western industrial
world and with the developing eco-
nomies of Africa.

* Various British Governments tried
to use sanctions to topple lan
Smith’s Government of 200 000
White settlers and together with the
United Nations failed. Tt is now
known that some of the biggest
names in commerce and industry
throughout the world assisted in the
sanctions  busting  which  kept
Rhodesia (as it then was) afloat.

So I must try to hammer home that it
1s too simplistic to regard any action
meant to harm the economy of South
Africa as something that will only

harm South Africa.

Any harm to the South African eco-
nomy would reverberate in Africa and
throughout many Western industrial
countries.

Disinvestment may shake South Af-
rica’s economic foundations. Tt would
certainly pulverize the rest of South-
ern Africa — such is_their economic
dependence (although often hidden)

on Pretoria.
One has to ask whether supporters

of disinvestment merely wish to bring
the Government to its knees... or. do
they have in mind the destruction of
the entire South African economy?

If so. the naivety of their quest is
mind boggling.

This raises the question of — given
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“If we cut off investments we
would lose jobs in this country
and we wouldn't necessarily help I
Blacks in that countrv ..."
Andrew Young, former US Ambas-
sador to the UN.

S —
“If vou want a complete trans- I

formation of this societv, the
easiest thing to do is to get everv-
body packing their bags, taking
maney out, etc. But of course,
the moment that vou do that vou
create economic chaos. And that
is a sure guarantee for full-scale,
bloodv, racial confrontation
which would unleash a blood-
bath such as we have never
seen...”

Percy Qoboza, South African jour-
nalist and former Neiman Scholar
at Harvard University.

“I have spent my life in endea-
vouring to achieve trade union
rights to assure all South African
workers the necessary economic
advancement and security that
would in turn give them the clout
and leverage to gain the political
rights now denied to Black work-
ers. This clout can be obtained I
only if South Africa remains
economically sound... are we
Blacks to achieve our political
rights on empty stomachs?" {
Mrs Lucy Mvubelo, General Sec-
retary of the National Union of Clo-
thing Workers.

“People in the US are demand-
ing twao  totally  contradictory
things. On the one hand they
want to help the Blacks by not
investing in Soutrh Africa and, on
the other, thev demand that
wages and other conditions be
improved.  But  you cannot
achieve improvements in the
field of wages and other work-
ing conditions if industry 15 not
registering a steadyv growth. The
only wav to bring about peaceful
change is 1o allow a modern eco-
nomy to build up — which cannot
exist without the participation of
vast numbers of Black people
holding down skilled and highly
paid jobs ...

Harry  Oppenheimer, former
Chairman of the Anglo American
Corporation of South Africa.

the facts — why some people in the
international community are still s
determined to see this tactic endorseg
by the captains of commerce ang
industry.

Why are they so persistent to push
disinvestment even with the know-
ledge that we Blacks (whom they
purport to be helping) are the ones whe
will suffer the most?

Already we fail to do more for our-
selves because we are caught in the
various cycle of poverty. ignorance
and disease. Disinvestment would
strip us bare.

So | must conclude that those would
advocate disinvestment do so in comp-
lete disregard of what Black people
themselves think.

I have told the United States Am-
bassador to South Africa. Mr Herman
Nickel. that we Blacks are grateful for
the concrete help we receive from time
to time from the US as opposed to the
radical rhetoric which has emanated
from some Administrations,

Assessments of the South African
situation by Western Governments. as
I explained to Mr Nickel. are made up
in terms of their own vested interests
and they are different from the assess-
ments which Black South Africans
themselves make.

When it comes down to brass tacks
foreign governments. the United
States included. at this stage do not
want to take sides in Black politics,

There is for them as yet insufficient
clarity about who in Black politics will
emerge victorious and what force
will ultimately be the force that has to
be reckoned with. There is a kind of
waiting to see which way the cookie
crumbles and there is kind of immoral
opportunism at work which does not
want to back the wrong horse.

In a country such as ours vou cannot
have an expanding political vision in
shrinking economic circumstances.
Ever-increasing poverty is an increase
in political radicalism.

We believe the struggle for libera-
tion must be waged by the people of
this country and we will continue to
reject anv suggestion that external
forces should move in to rectify our
position for us.

Dialogue between America and
Black South Africa needs to go far
beyond imtercourse between radical
pressure groups in the US and protest
by Black politicians in South Africa.

American national interests and
South African national interests are
not served by pressure groups which
reject Black market-place pragmatism
in favour of the magnification of forces
of conflict.



UNIONS CALL FOR
ACTIONBY THE

ND OF 1985

But do members agree?

THE COUNCIL of Unions of South Africa (CUSA) has stated that it wants federal
legislation on disinvestment to be enacted in the US by the end of this year.

The Council, which represents 12 trade unions comprising 249 000 members, issued a
statement on disinvestment after its leaders met with Senator Edward Kennedy.

(It is not known whether the executives of any of the major Black trade unionsin SA

have held general meetings/ballots and put the issue of disinvestment to their
membership for a mass and democratic response. Newspaper files do not record
any such meetings/ballois having been held.)

The statement said it expected Senator Kennedy to pursue a vigorous campaign of
*constructive disengagement ™ and to ensure that nuclear, computer and defence technol-

was “‘not sold or licenced or franchised in South Africa...”
USA also asked him to use his “personal capital™ to divest from companies which did
not meet certain critena.

These include those who:

— “Do not adhere to just and equitable labour practice:

— “Do not endorse that all South Africans should enjoy all the freedoms that United
States invesiors enjoy:

— “Do not commit themselves towards a just and free and undivided South Africa.”

CUSA’s president. Mr James Mndaweni. said the envisaged disinvestment legislation

which Mr Kennedy was expected to achieve should clearly:

“Stop new investments in South Africa while apartheid still exists:

“Restrict the sale of Krugerrands:

“Withdraw all investment which supports the apartheid system;

“Terminate US involvement in so-called homelands:

Cease all supplies of whatever nature which assist the apartheid machinery.”
Early this year. at a conference in Washington, some Black SA trade union leaders
committed themselves to a policy of selective American disinve. tment.

In the US for a conference with US unionists. they said they did not believe that US
companies in South Africa were a force for good or adhered to the Sullivan Code of
fair employment principles.

Mr Longway Kwelemthini, president of the Food and Beverage Workers® Union of SA
said foreign companies used the Sullivan Code and a similar code put forward by the
European community to justify their presence in the Republic.

Mrs Jane Hlongwane, general secretary of the Steel, Engineering and Allied Workers'
Union, added that the Unions’ did not take the principles seriously because neither they
nor the American unions were involved in monitoring the companies’ adherence to them.

She said no American company had encouraged the growth of Black South African
trade unionism.

Both the motor company Ford and the mining and manufacturing firm, 3M, were cited
by the unionists as not adhering to the principles.

Both are signatories of the Sullivan Code and last year were rated in the highest category
by the Arthur B. Little accounting firm which monitors the companies.

In his meeting with Senator Kennedy. Chief Buthelezi said it was good that he had
spoken to various labour leaders, _

He said labour unions were still “trying to find their feet in a new ball game"* from which
Africans had been excluded for many years.

Chief Buthelezi added: **... there are people (in Black politics) who dread the back-
breaking job of organising people (and) who try to poach membership of some trade unions
using them as political cattle who must do their bidding...”

He went on: *Some functionaries who help in running our trade unions. particularly of
other race o%mu;:s, behave just like Whites behave towards us when they pontificate for
members of trade unions without consulting them. just as Whites dictate to us without
consulting us...

Please do listen to what labour leaders say. but bear in mind that Black workers. as
Black workers. have not vet called for disinvestment..."”

Ldedd

“... | have not yet advocated disinvest-
ment in South Africa. 1 have actually
called for increased forelgn invest-
ment on stringent conditions... but if
apartheid has not been dismantled
within two vears, | will call for puni-
tive economic sanctions whatever the
legal consequences of doing so might
be..." Bishop Desmond Tutu on the
occasion of his enthronement as
Bishop of Johannesburg in February.

“Any examination of labour relations
in the current economic climate in SA
start and end with the unemployment
question. The correlation between un-
employment and civil unrest in South
Africa has been uately establish-
ed over the past two decades. It is
being reinforced by emns of more
recent unrest which have been con-
centrated in those areas where retren-
chment and lay-offs have been most
severe — the East Rand, Vaal
Triangle and the Eastern Cape...” Mr
Andrew Levy, labour consultant, in
an interview with The Star, Johannes-

burg.

“Loss of American investment would
mean South Africa would lose one per-
cent of a required annual economic
growth of about five percent. That
would be a serious blow to South Af-
rica because it makes the difference
between a barely adequate and an in-
adequate growth rate... the biggest
help in fighting disinvestment is evi-
dence of forward momentum in re-
form. We would like to think the over-
whelming majority of South Africans
se¢ change as being in thear own in-
terests as well... the job is io prove the
disinvestment lobby does not have a
monopoly on anti-apartheid senti-
ment — even conservatives(in the US)
cannot have attachment o them the
label ‘Soft on Racism, soft on apart-
heid...” The disinvestment question
raises serious constitutional issues in
the US such as the Prudent Investive
Rule, the Commerce Clawse and the
Supremacy Clause which leaves for-
eign policy to the Federal Govern-
ment... Mr Herman W Nickel, US
Ambassador to South Africa, in a
SABC-TV interview in February.
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The State Presidemt, Mr PW Botha. ...
improve communication ...""

BUTHELEZI SLAMS PLAN
AS “A TALKING SHOP...”

REACTING to the State President’s proposed forum for
Blacks. Chief Buthelea said it was clear that leaders like
hiv*self who rejected so-called “independence’ had nothing
vet to talk about with the Government,

“The forum which the State President talked about looks
no more, no less. than a talking shop meant to divert all our
attention away from seeking full political rights with Whites,
Indians and Coloureds.™ he said.

“While we accept the principle of give and take in negotia-
tions about our future. there is no way in which we as the
Afncan majonity can accept being fobbed off with such lousy
political crumbs.™

Chief Buthelezi said Blacks had extended a hand of co-
operation many times and could no longer understand why
they alone should always be called upon to co-operate all the
time “without any suggestion from us being given even a
cursory look by the Government...”

He added that it would be “extremely irresponsible™ to
give the Government the wrong impression that ** we can
co-operate in our own political suicide by going into things
like the so-called forum. which looks like a toothless bulldog
or at most a talking shop. ..

Chiel Buthelezi said the time for prescriptions by one
race group for “the rest of us™ had gone and would never
return.

“*The sooner this is realised the better the prospects for
peaceful change in South Afrnca.”™ he added.

“We reject the whole idea of splitting up the African people
into those who are i the homelands and those who are
outside.™
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open discussion fo

PW BOTHA ANNOUNCES
NEW BLACK FORUM

AT THE opening of Parliament at the end of January, the
State President. Mr PW Botha. acknowledged that there
were “certain problems” which led to frustration in Black
communities.

" He said that from deliberations of the Cabinet Committee it
had become clear that “'communication and mutual trust™
between the population had to be improved if peaceful con-
stitutional development was to be successfully pursued.

Mr Botha went on: *“In my personal capacity as the person
with the final responsibility for matters affecting the Black
communities | have therefore. after consultation with those
concerned. decided to supplement the activities of the Spe-
cial Cabinet Committee by establishing an informal. non-
statutory forum in which interest groups and representatives
of the government bodies concerned will participate on an ad
hoc basis and by invitation.™

The forum, he said. would be chaired by the Minister of
Consitutional Development and Planning. There would be
open discussion on a wide range of constitutional and related
matters to “‘improve communication™ between the Govern-
ment and Black communities and to create a “favourable
basis for negotiations aimed at arriving at mutually accept-
able development steps in the constitutional field...™

In his opening address Mr Botha also made it clear that
*... It remains the Government's point of departure that,
because of the diversity of South African society. it is neither
desirable nor practicable to accommodate all communities in
the same way.,.”
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Chief M G Buthelezi *... we are being fobbed off with lous}
political crumbs...”



A NUMBER of surveys canvassing
urban Black opinion on the issue of
disinvestment have shown that an
overwhelming majority oppose the
strategy.

Internationally recognised sociol-
ogist. Professor Lawrence
Schlemmer. Director of the Centre for
Applied Social Studies at the Univer-
sity of Natal, showed inone report that
75 percent of working Blacks were op-
posed to disinvestment.

“Rising unemEqument

will result in
increasing unrest”’

A Human Sciences Research Coun-
cil survey of 1 500 Blacks over 18
years of age in the Pretoria-Witwaters-
rand-Vereeniging area revealed that:
— A substantial 64 percent regarded

economic pressure as their biggest
problem -- including a lack of
money and housing as well as un-
employment problems. 21 percent
felt that apartheid was their most
serious problem.

— Over 60 percent said they felt
Blacks would suffer most through
disinvestment: 14 percent thought
Whites would be more affected.

— Just over 56 percent felt Black
pupils were wrong to boycott clas-
ses: 358 percent approved of
boycotts.

— About 27 percent believed White
Government institutions and lead-
ers were responsible for the boy-
cotts: about 25 percent blamed
pupils and = their representative
councils.

Clarion Call was told that although
the Minister of Manpower, Mr Piet du
Plessis. puts the unemployment figure
in South Africa at 500 000, unofficial
e€stimates put it between 2.75 million
and 3 million — and rising.

; Concentrated in the major metropo-

liton centres in South Africa. unemp-

loyment is hitting mainly semi-skilled
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support disinvestment.

and unskilled Black workers.

It is feared that the rising unemploy-
ment figures will result in increasing
unrest.

In an interview with The Star in
Johannesburg, Mr Loet Douwes Dek-
ker. senior lecturer at the Wits
Graduate School of Business Admini-
stration, highlighted another problem.

“Most South African employers see
labour as a liability and not as an as-
set.”” he said.

*“*As a result. in a recession the first
cost factor which managements look at
1s the wage hill ..."

Professor Nic Wiehahn. head of the
UNISA's School of Business Leader-
ship and chairman of the Wiehahn
Commission. also told The Star he be-
hieves it is time to re-examine the type
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Chief M G Buthelezi ralking to factory workers... none have told him they

Surveys canvass

Black opinion

‘““Most employers
see labour as a
liability and not
as an asset ...”

of free-enterprise system needed for
South Africa.

“Until there is freedom in the eco-
nomy, unemployment will be one of
the negative side-effects of structural
restrictions in South Africa.”

The lifting of restrictions on labour
such as influx control. the Group
Areas Act and discriminatory legisla-
tive practices would go a long way to-
wards freeing the economy, he added.
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Too many workers
— too few jobs

| —
The following pictures were taken in the township of Alexandra, north of Johannesburg. ea rly one morning in Feb
Hundreds of unemployed gather every day at various street corners in the township where it is known that they can be picked
by building site foremen and others seeking casual labour. The procedure is simple. The prospective employer drives up, calls ¢
what he requires and the men scramble into the waiting trucks and cars. Now and again the men might be told what they will b
paid for the day. More often than not they are told that they will be given **the going rate™ of about R20 or R25 a day — if they
particularly qualified as plasterers, painters, bricklayers and so on. Basic labourers earn less.

‘I need
one painte
one
plasterer,
one
bricklayer

doit...
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WHO’S WHO — AT A GLANCE

KwaZulu Government Cabinet

-,.,.\, R . o e L T

- y o F A
)r the Honourable F T Mdlalose,
B.5c: L. E.I).: MLB. ChB: Minister of
Health and Welfare.

Drihe Honowrable O Dhilomoe, B AL

B.A.Hons: B.Ed: M. Ed; 1. Ed: 1 _E.1).
Minister of Education and € uliure.

THE Honourable Prince Mangosuthu
G Buthelezi B.A.; Lid {h.c.); Knight
Commander of the Star of Africa
(Liberia); French National Order ol
Merit: Chief Minister of KwaZulu,
President of Inkatha, Chairman of the
South African Black Alliance and
senior Traditional Advisor to his

Majesty the King. I

I'HE Honourable Mr H'T Madonsela,
B.A.; B.IUR: B.Ed; Minister of
Finance.
s THE Honourable Prince L. GG Dlamini,
THE Hunuur:ah!e Mr C J Mtetwa, Minister of Agriculture and Forestry.
Minister of Justice. : |
e L]
Depart ental SecrEtarleS .. Dr the Honourable DD R B Madide,
ﬂ : A e B.A.: M.B. CH.B; Minister of the
il -2 X 3 ¥ *
i_ Y Interior.

r E A .Iﬂﬁ, centre fmn rw, Huuelar}, Department of the Chief Minister with
Mr W F N Wiggil (Interior), Mr H B Isherwood (Works), Mr H M S Ferreira .
(Agriculture and Forestry), Mr E F Oltman ( Justice), Mr D Y Zimu ( Education I '

i

THE Honourable Chief S H Gumede,

Minister of Works. I

and Culture), Col. S M Mathe ( Police), Mr W Van den Heever (Finance) and Mr A
E Mkhwanazi ( Economic Affairs). Absent Dr D) Hackland (Health).
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