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Presidential
address

Joyce Harris

N MAY THIS YEAR the Black Sash will

celebrate its 25th birthday. Whether or

not this is cause for jubilation is a moot
point.

Qur founders were incensed by the im-
morality of the Senate Act in 1955, and
since that time our aims and objects have
always been to enlist support and aid for
the observance of political morality and
the principles of parliamentary democracy
within the Republic of South Africa; and
to strive to secure the recognition and pro-
tection by law of human rights and liber-
ties.

That we should still be striving to achieve
these aims after 25 years is a sad reflec-
tion upon conditions in our country.

Restrictive laws have increasingly cir-
cumscribed the methods of protest avail-
able to us and limited their effectiveness,
but we have not lost heart.

For 25 years we have viewed the status
quo as immoral, unjust, exploitative and
excessively wasteful of money and people,
and have therefore always striven for
peaceful change.

At long last there appears to be a grow-
ing number of people who recognise the
urgent need for change, including members
of the Government, and it is about change
that | wish to speak tonight.

The concept of change is not a simple
one. It does not occur in a vacuum, but
arises out of a specific situation. Motivation
is an essential ingredient — the whole
question of cause and effect, action and
reaction.

There is the perception of change, for
it often exists in the eye of one beholder
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and not in that of another. There are the
strategies of change, which can and do
give rise to conflict. And there are the
results of change which are almost im-
possible to prognosticate but which can
never be uniform for all sections of the
population,

The climate is one of fear — by the
white minority of the black majority; by
whites in South Africa of the growing pres-
sures of liberated black countries on its
borders; by all dissenting people in the
country because of the loss of habeas cor-
pus, and of confidence in the due process
of law, which is not permitted to operate;
and by all white people because they may
reap the whirlwind they have sown and
because they feel they have become ex-
pendable in the eyes of the outside world.

The conditions are those of a country
tragically divided against itself, separated
into racial and ethnic groups with in-group
solidarity, out-group hostility, conflicting
interests, mounting tensions. They are
those of a privileged white minority en-
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joying the accident of skin colour; of an
economy in the grip of inflation which is
aggravated by the very high cost of ad-
ministering government policy involving the
unproductive employment of a large per-
centage of the working force, and the
under- or unemployment of a vast potential
working force; and of an in-built, dissatis-
fied, potentially dissident majority.

Before discussing the various aspects of
change it might be helpful to examine the
changes which have taken place during
Mr P. W, Botha's term of office.

The findings of the Riekert and Wiehahn
Commissions have been given qualified ef-
fect. More security, improved opporiunities
and a potentially better life style have been
afforded that relatively small percentage of
the African people who qualify under Sec-
tion 10{(1) (a) and (b) of the Urban Areas
Act. But Section 10 rights are being phased
out as homelands become independent and
the concessions will apply to a diminishing
number of people. Trade Union facilities
have been made available to blacks sub-
ject to a variety of restrictions, which some
trade unionists feel will weaken rather than
strengthen black trade unions.

Some hotels have been opened to all
racial groups, though with the retention
of certain restrictions, and provision has
been made for the granting of once-only
permits for the admission of all race groups
to hotels, theatres and restaurants but not
to cinemas, residential areas and schools.

A three-months moratorium was declared
in all areas with the exception of the West-
ern Cape to counteract the immense dis-
tress caused by the implementation of the
regulation decreeing a fine of up to R500
on employers of illegal labour.

Community Councils have been granted
increased powers, and townships are to be
opened to white capital providing blacks
own 51 per cent of the shares. Recently
the Prime Minister has spoken of a broadly
representative President’s Council to de-
vise a new constitution.

The Prime Minister has expressed his
willingness to consider alterations to the
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Immorality Act to make its administration
more humane, and to consider land allo-
cation to the ‘homelands’ over and beyond
the limits set by the 1936 Land Act, having
appointed the Van Der Walt Commission to
investigate the consolidation of the ‘home-
lands’. He has also appointed a Cabinet
Committee to examine the future of urban
blacks.

Crossroads was not demolished and
Alexandra is to provide family as well as
hostel accommodation, though residents
in both these areas must conform with the
requirements of Section 10 of the Urban
Areas Act.

The Schlebusch Commission was ap-
pointed to hear and examine opinions on a
new Constitution for South Africa and the
Rabie Commission to examine security
legislation.

District Six is apparently to be finally
lost to the coloured people despite pro-
test from all sections of the Cape Town
community.

Venda has become independent, swell-
ing the ranks of those millions who have
been forcibly deprived of their South Afri-
can citizenship.

Unisa’'s Market Research Bureau claims
that 78 per cent, R147 million of Bophuta-
tswana's residents’ incomes was earned
in South Africa in 1977 and most of the
buying was done outside Bophutatswana.
Four-fifths of Venda’s total income is
earned in the PWV area.

The homelands average national income
per capita climbed from R101 in 1970 1o
R253 in 1975. But of this only R32 in 1970
and R73 in 1975 was income generated
within the homelands, The rest comprised
the earnings of commuters and migrant
labour, most of which was spent in ‘white’
areas ... Only 14 per cent of all blacks
found employment in the homelands be-
tween 1972 and 1975... An estimated 40
per cent or more of all economically active
black men are migrant workers. Besides
being socially harsh this practice deprives
the homelands of the younger and better
educated workers.
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Assessments of black unemployment
vary from little over 500 000 to over two
million, requiring job creation at a rate
of over 200000 a year to contain it. 5,3
per cent of the South African labour force
has completed secondary school and only
one in five have completed even primary
school.

While employers could still get away
with employing blacks illegally, workers
were able to benefit from urban job op-
portunities even if they had to go to jail
as a consequence. A worker coming from
Lebowa to Johannesburg improved his liv-
ing standard by 255 per cent a year even
if he spent three months in jail; by 170 per
cent if he spent six months in jail; and by
85 per cent if he spent nine months in
jail. (Dr Jan de Lange.)

Food consumption has dropped alarm-
ingly since 1977. Despite a population in-
crease of three per cent per year retail
trade sales for the Department of Statistics
show that the volume of food sales has
been declining at an average rate of 5,7
per cent a year.

Dr Erica Theron has called for a review
of the Group Areas Act. Up to the end of
1978 374980 coloured people, 172156
Asiatics and 8 299 whites had been reset-
tled under the Act.

In spite of enabling legislation — Sec-
tion 21.3 of the Group Areas Act — not
a single permit has been granted to people
other than white to live in central Johan-
nesburg. More than 200 ‘non-whites’ ap-
plied but the Department of Community
Development has evidently seen no ‘'merit’
in any of them.

An estimated 7 000 to 15000 coloureds
and Indians are on the housing backlog.
Meanwhile there are an estimated 3000
people in Johannesburg who could face
prosecution under the Group Areas Act
for living illegally in white areas and Act-
stop has nearly 500 files of people facing
prosecution, and this when accommoda-
tion in ‘white’ areas is either standing va-
cant or being occupied illegally.

The housing backlog in Soweto has
worsened since the West Rand Adminis-
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tration Board took over in 1973. The Urban
Foundation has estimated that a staggering
32 000 dwelling units are needed immedia-
tely to eliminate overcrowding in Soweto.
Population growth there has far outstripped
the mere 2 743 houses built by WRAB since
1973. This means an average provision of
457 houses a year for an estimated popu-
lation of 1,2 to 1,5 million, plus the natural
increase.

Officials put the housing backlog outside
the homelands at around 200 000. Just to
get rid of this would cost over R1 billion.
... David Dewar and George Ellis have
estimated that in Durban there are 350 000
squatters; " in Pietermaritzburg 265 000
blacks live in sub-standard conditions; and,
in the Winterveld area near Pretoria, there
are at least 250 000 squatters. Later estim-
ates range from 250000 to 750 000 non-
Tswanas in Winterveld.

Detentions without trial, particularly of
black leaders, continue unabated — the
detentions of the PEBCO leaders being a
recent example.

More than 300 people were detained and
78 others convicted under South Africa's
security laws in 1979, according to the
Institute of Race Relations.

Professor A. S. Matthews, professor of
law at Natal University, has said that he
opts for a definition of the rule of law
as the legal protection of civil rights. ‘It
is quite clear in present-day South Africa
that the rule of law is no longer honoured
... Under the present dispensation it is the
blacks who feel the need of civil rights and
the rule of law. By the end of the '80s
the rules could well be reversed so that
whites rather than blacks will crave the
protection that these institutions afford
against the despotic tendencies of politic-
al man’.

In the opening salvos of the 1980 ses-
sion of Parliament Mr Heunis said, 'Of
course expectations have been created.
But there is a qualification — that they
must be reasonable. Not all can be ful-
filled'.

Mr F. W. De Klerk said, ‘The opposition
is trying to make out as if the National
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Party is moving away from its stated poli-
cies. This is in fact not so'.

Change, they say, must be possible and
reasonable — possible and reasonable in
whose eyes, in whose perceptions, in
whose interests? The Government indica-
tes it does not intend to deviate from iis
fundamental philosophy, yet that is pre-
cisely the point at which radical change
is most urgently needed.

It would be wise to tune its antennae
into black reactions rather than white
backlash, for it desperately needs to estab-
lish its bona fides and its credibility in the
black community.

| concede that peaceful change must
of necessity be gradual, and that a start
must be made somewhere, nevertheless in
the absence of a firm commitment on the
part of the Government eventually to scrap
the Pass Laws and permit freedom of move-
ment there can be no satisfaction for
blacks in this token gesture,

Only threats to the status quo are likely
to shake the haves out of their well-cush-
ioned lethargy, and presumably it is the
recognition of these threats which has
prompted our present prime Minister, Mr
P. W, Botha, to talk of the need for change,
and to institute such changes as have al-
ready occurred, Until very recently Nation-
alist ideology has steadfastly turned its
back upon all appeals for change, whether
they have been reasoned and peaceable
or have taken a more violent form.

On the other hand change is in the very
obvious interests of the powerless and
the oppressed. People whose lives are
ruled by influx control and efflux enforce-
ment; people who have been subjected to
or are being threatened with enforced re-
movals from areas where their families may
have lived for generations in stable and
well-established communities to some
‘homeland’ which is totally unfamiliar to
them; people who are not permitted to
sell their labour on the best market but
are compelled to languish and starve with
their families in the so-called ‘homelands’
until their labour is requisitioned on an an-
nual contract; people whose family life is
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broken up and disrupted; people who are
deprived of their South African citizenship
and their share in the total wealth of the
country which they have helped to create;
people who have no meaningful control
over the manner in which they are govern-
ed; people who have been denied adequate
education or the facilities to realise their
own potential in skilled and well-paid jobs;
people to whom the status quo offers little
for their comfort; such people do not have
to be mobilised to opt for change.

Coming now to differences in the per-
ceptions of change, these give rise to
widely divergent interpretations of what
constitutes change — its meaning, its rele-
vance, its value — which are in turn de-
pendent upon the perception of goals.

Mr Stoffel Van Der Merwe, of the Rand
Afrikaans University, has agreed that there
are differing perceptions and goals, and
that what is functional for some is not so
for others. He has described the Afrikaner
perception of significant change as that of
one from Apartheid, which perceived
blacks as inferior and without political as-
pirations; to Separate Development, which
accepted black aspirations and provided
for a horizontal rather than a vertical divi-
sion, expressing itself in the homelands
policy; to the recognition of the existence
and permanence of urban blacks and of
human dignity. He said that the Govern-
ment could not ‘fully’ meet black political
aspirations because if it did so the Afri-
kaner would lose power and his position
would be taken by a black dictator.

At the Economic Conference he con-
vened on November 22, 1979, the Prime
Minister said, ‘My Government is firmly
bound to the ideal of freedom that can be
attained only within a framework of or-
der. .. it fully subscribes to the principles
of free enterprise... The political will to
co-operate is ultimately decisive in allow-
ing co-operation to thrive fully'.

Reactions to the Conference displayed
differing perceptions.

The Prime Minister said, ‘| have made a
good start today . . . The businessmen were
most positive in their attitude’,
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The New York Times reported that some
executives expressed fears that Mr Botha
was enlisting them in a strategy desigred
to bolster the white position in South Afri-
ca.
Dr Van Zyl Slabbert said, ‘The Prime
Minister did not answer the key question
of what political changes he envisaged ...
Throughout his speech Mr Botha spoke as
if separate development was a given and
unchangeable fact of life...".

Mr Tom Manthata dismissed Mr Botha's
speech as ‘sweet talk’ which had turned
sour and bitter ... ‘The fact is, until blacks
can be seen to be citizens and to have
rights to property — whether urban or
rural — all that talk means nothing. The
proposed system is to keep blacks in their
own areas which are economically viable,
The infrastructure is based on cheap la-
bour provided by black workers'.

These same differences in perception
are reflected in the broader arena. Chan-
ges which possibly large numbers of whites
in general and Afrikaner Nationalists in
particular have viewed as sufficiently ra-
dical to undermine their confidence in the
Government and in their own future have
not excited similar reactions from blacks.

For instance, the Editor of Post has said,
‘At least we seem to be moving... But
problems like influx control, the continual
erosion of black rights through homelands,
equality in pay and opportunity, equality in
education, the right to freehold title are
the issues Mr Botha ought to be looking
at... In our view this (change to date)
is what we would term removal of “petty
apartheid”. The black people of this coun-
try have outgrown that kind of “conces-
sion’. Real, meaningful change is now what
is required’.

Dr Motlana, Chairman of the Committee
of Ten, has warned that the country would
be torn apart because of the citizenship
issue ... Black anger was mounting be-
cause the Government ignored the exist-
ence of blacks in South Africa. The Gov-
ernment ' was instead forcing homeland
leaders to opt for independence so that in
the long run it could say there were no
blacks in South Africa.
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After meeting with the Prime Minister,
the Rev. Alan Hendrickse, leader of the
Coloured Labour Party, said he and other
members of the executive had been 'in-
sulted, intimidated and treated like chil-
dren ... The talks exposed Mr Botha's at-
titude towards our people. He wants to
consuilt in his way., He just wanis us 1o
do everything he suggests, instead of be-
ing prepared to negotiate properly with
us’.

All these disparities have thrown whites
and blacks, government and opposition,
into varying degrees of disarray.

Whether changes to date are considered
valid or not there is movement on the po-
litical scene, more than there has been
for the past 31 years.

The black people have had more ex-
perience in this regard than other sections
of the community. The development of the
homeland policy, as part of he Nationalist-
perceived process of change, occurred
many years ago and unsettled the black
community, causing deep schisms as a
result of differing reactions. Now the rest
of the population is being taced with vary-
ing degrees of the same dilemma because
of change in other directions.

The problems being created within the
National Party are its own affair and need
not concern us too much, except the re-
mark that some Afrikaner-Nationalists are
at long last beginning to recognise the
need to find a way out of the impasse they
have created through their pursuit of the
policy of apartheid. Suffice it is to say that
their acknowledgement of the need for ad-
justments, at least, if not for radical chan-
ge, is creating difficulties for them as a
result of their long-term indoctrination of
their followers with the indisputable and
unchangeable rightness of their cause.

But the opposition, too, has been un-
settled. It does not know which strategies
to pursue, whether to encourage the Gov-
ernment to change still further in the hope
that an avalanche of change will be created
which the Government will be unable to
control — or to have nothing to with Gov-
ernment strategies.
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The opposition’s dilemma would appear
to be whether to opt for participation or
non-participation in the Government's pro-
jects. Fundamentally this is at the root of
all the present dissent within the opposi-
tion, this and, of course, ultimate goals.

The visible white opposition is in Par-
liament, but the whole question of partici-
pation or non-participation does affect
extra-Parliamentary opposition groupings.
The decision on whether or not to give
evidence to the Schlebusch-Le Grange
Commission of Inquiry into certain organ-
isations is a case in point.

We all participate in Government policy.
We live in this country, most of us obey
the laws, most register whatever protest
we may have through officially recognised
channels. Difficulties arise when different
people draw their lines in different places
and decide that they are prepared to par-
ticipate thus far and no further.

Nor has the Government been either able
or willing to make that ‘giant step’ from
consultation to real negotiation. Consul-
tation leaves the Government with its op-
tions open, Successfully concluded nego-
tiation would bind it. The suspicion has
been created that it is prepared to consult
only with those who will fall in with all
its plans.

There is merit in talking, in presenting
points of view, in having them written into
the historical record, in registering protest
which, incidentally, has been the motivat-
ing force behind all Black Sash activity
for 25 years. Even our Advice Offices,
which give service, are essentially instru-
ments of protest.

But there is merit, too, in non-participa-
tion; in registering absolute and total dis-
sent until such time ‘as it is possible to
participate on one’s own terms. In this con-
text we understand the disaffection of black
radicals for white liberals whom they feel
are disarming them with just the kind of
reasoning that favours participation,

Both contenders have valid arguments.
There are advantages and dangers in both
strategies.

But the biggest and the most potentially
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lethal danger of all is that opposition to
the Government should be made impotent
by internal fighting over strategies based
on lack of recognition of what may well
be valid strategies and lack of acknow-
ledgement of common goals. All are more
or less agreed that their common goal is
change to produce a just society where
all will enjoy equal opportunity to develop
their full potential as human beings and
all will have a say in the manner in which
they are governed; where all are free to
make their contribution towards society as
a whole and all are enabled to participate
in its benefits.

The form such a society should take
has still to be agreed. | do not believe that
any political or economic system has yet
been devised which would best meet the
needs and aspirations of all the people of
our country. But that is the challenge which
faces us — an exciting challenge which
should be spurring us on to strive to reach
a consensus.

This will never be achieved peacefully
unless there is full and free negotiation
between all participants on an equal basis
— either in the form of a National Con-
vention or as on-going negotiations.

Some might view the Government's pre-
sent willingness to consult — albeit on
its own terms and albeit drawing its own
lines at consultation and not at negotia-
tion — as a beginning which, given encour-
agement, plus pressure, might still develop
into on-going negotiations which could
lead to peaceful and generally acceptable
change. For peaceful change can never
occur overnight and must inevitably be a
slow process,

Only confrontation and violence can
bring about dramatic change, but it is also
uncontrolled and uncontrollable change,
causing bloodshed, destruction and bitter-
ness, and providing an unlikely foundation
on which to build a stable, peaceful so-
ciety.

The Government has its own problems.
| do not believe that it either intended or
foresaw that, in dealing with the pressures
upon it which have sown dissent within
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its own ranks, it would at the same time
fracture the opposition. But it will be qguick
to take advantage of such schisms — in
fact has already done so in threatening
to ignore those members of the Coloured
Labour Party who would not fall in with

their plans and to find other Coloured peo-

ple who would. All those who are working
for change, by whichever method, should
be aware of and guard against this very
real danger.

| trust and believe that the Black Sash,
which will inevitably be subjected to the
same divisive pressures as any other op-
position grouping, will resolve whatever
problems may arise as it always has —
through agreeing to disagree where ne-
cessary, and through accepting the will

of the majority if consensus cannot be
reached.

| can only express the hope that all op-
position groups, and eventually the Gov-
ernment, too, through the concerted pres-
sure of these groups acting in unison even
if employing different strategies, will even-
tually get together to solve the deep and
divisive problems of our country peace-

fully. | hope they will employ the techni-
ques of discussion, consultation, negotia-
tion, and not those of confrontation, to
achieve a mutually acceptable way of life
for all in this potentially wonderful land we
all love and share. We need hands clasped
in friendship and trust as we all move to-
gether into the future.

Resolutions adopted at

MASS REMOVALS
Conference notes:.

1 the uprooting and resettlement of
whole communities is an integral part
of the apartheid plan and until govern-
ment has been forced to abandon it's
policy removals will go on;

2 that the possible extension and final
consolidation of the Bantustans will
necessarily accelerate further mass
removals.

This organisation, therefore, acknowled-
ges the futility of calling on Government
to stop resettlements and commit itself
to:—

(a) Documentation of all population re-
movals in order to expose the so-
called 'resettlement’ policy as an in-
tegral part of the strategy.
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1980 conference

(b) Supporting communities and individu-
als affected in their stand against for-
ced removal,

EDUCATION

Bearing in mind that those who do not
have the vote are inclined to get second
class facilities, this conference calls upon
the Government to introduce as rapidly as
possible, one uniform system of free and
compulsory education for all South Afri-
cans, The Black Sash gives notice that
working toward this objective is one of
its aims in 1980.

POOR RELIEF

That this Government institute immediately
an emergency poor relief programme as a
fore-runner to a proper national welfare
system, thereby, recognising the ordinary
responsibility of a government. By National,
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we mean National, that is: inclusive of rural
areas, so-called ‘homelands’, and so-called
‘independent States’, all of which are suf-
fering from desperate poverty, largely
caused, by the implementation of the apart-
heid policy.

PENSIONS

This Conference asks the National Presi-
dent to draw the attention of the Minister
of Co-operation and Development to the
scandalous inequities, ineffectiveness,
and inadequacies in the payment of pen-
sions and grants to African people, and to
ask him to take immediate steps to ensure
that the statutory rights of aged and dis-
abled people to receive pensions is hon-
oured, both in the common area and the
so-called ‘homelands’ in the Republic of
South Africa.

‘ILLEGAL WORKERS’

The Black Sash, believing that it is totally
immoral to deny a person the right to con-
tinue working in a job he or she has found,
resolves to support in any way legally pos-
sible, any member of our organisation or
any member of the public, who has decided
on principle to refuse to discharge any
‘illegal’ worker and to go to prison rather
than pay any fine imposed as a result of
prosecution.

RACIAL DISCRIMINATION

Conference notes Cabinet Ministers’ state-
ments that racial discrimination does not
exist in South Africa.

It cannot reconcile such loosely dispro-
ved statements with the blatant discrimin-
ation still existing in the right to:—

live together as a family;

sell their labour on the best market;
freehold land ownership;

live in areas and/or suburbs of their
choice;

— participate in government at all levels;
— frec and equal education;

— enjoy all cultural, sporting and other

amenities,
We challenge the Prime Minister to ex-
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plain such discrepancies between Cabinet
Ministers’ statements and the real state of
affairs.

NATURAL LEADERS

This conference demands that the Gov-
ermnment stop banning, detaining, harass-
ing and persecuting the country’'s natural
leaders.

Conference points out that by destroying
overt community protest inside South Af-
rica, our security laws are making it pref-
erable to organise violently than non-io-
lently. Conference further points out that
suppression of public protest, leads to a
rejection of peaceful change, by those, who
are oppressed, and to wishful thinking that
there are no legitimate grievances, by those
who oppress them.

All kinds of community protest, organisa-
tion and trade union activities are the only
alternatives to violent confrontation on our
borders and internally.

BISHOP TUTU

This meeting calls upon the Government
to return Bishop Tutu's Passport and to
desist from all arbitrary and punitive ac-
tions against the natural leaders of Oppo-
sition in South Africa.

CENSORSHIP
Noting:

1. the increased number of publications
of a political nature banned over the
past year;

2. that people have been charged and
found guilty of editing and producing
publications which were subsequently
banned;

3. Conference condemns this arbitrary
form of political debate.

RESTAURANTS

We protest against the government's refu-
sal to open all restaurants to all races. The
Black Sash will encourage its members to
patronise those restaurants who have made
it clear that they object to discrimination
on the grounds of colour.
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HEADQUARTERS

AST year Sheena Duncan tried

to circumvent Joyce's eagle
eye by slipping a tribute to Joyce
into everyone's file. Because
Joyce pays so much attention to
detail she discovered this mild
deception, so | will not attempt
to bypass her but begin this re-
port by saying how fortunate we
are to have at the head of the
Sash such a devoted, determined
and hard working President. In
addition to her natural flair for
writing and her quist thoughtiul-
ness, she has an eye for detail
and a devotion to duty which is
remarkable. She does not spare
herself at all, she steps into the
breach whenever and wherever it
occurs, She is a most worthy pub-
lic representative of our cause.

MATTERS ARISING FROM THE
1979 CONFERENCE
CONSTITUTION CAMPAIGN

The appointment of the Schile-
busch Commitiee to investigate
the Constitution of South Africa,
shortly after our last conference,
took some of the urgency out of
our campaign plans. We prepared
handouts, envelope stickers and
car stickers but decided not to
use them as the issue was ‘coid’.
We await the Schlebusch Report.

WORKMEN'S COMPENSATION

In accordance with a conference
rasolution, Joyce wrote to the Se-
cretary for Labour asking that it
be made obligatory for employers
to keep full names and addresses
of employees. The Department re-
plied that the problem was not
so much failure to Keep records,

Regional reports

She is willing to go anywhere and
gverywhere on Sash business
and doesn't complain that she is
overworked. We are grateful to
her for her courage, her ienacity
and her dogged hard work, as
well as for her quiet and deter-
mined leadership.

Again this year we have been
hampered by the continued
imposition of clauses of the
Riotous Assemblies Act from our
traditional method of demonstra-
tion protest. Although we have
continued to mount one woman
stands we have not received the
press publicity which would make
these small protests more effect-
ive,

The Fund Raising Act has been
promulgated adding to our domes-
tic difficulties at a time when our
costs of operating are rising very
fast, However, despite all the re-
strictions on our freedom to act,
we continue to do our best to
uphold the ideals of the Sash.
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but that when employees leave
after accidents they do not keep
their former employers informed
of changes of address. We agreed
that there was nothing more for
us to do in this field, especially
as the Department of Labour did
its best to trace people to whom
compensation is due.

MIGRANT LABOUR

Also arising from the conference
and in the same letter, Joyce sug-
gested that migrant workers
should be legally entitled to their
own copy of contracts, and that
this should be written into the
law. The Administrative Secretary
of the Department of Plural Rela-
tions replied — ‘When large
numbers of workers are recruited,
the terms of the common contract
are read aloud by an interpreter
before attestation, and those
workers who are interested and
agree with the terms therecf ap-
pend their fingerprint or signatures

9

to a common service contract. The
original contract is kept by the
attesting officer and the employer
retains a copy which on demand
must be produced to a labour
inspector. It would, therefore, not
be possible to issue each worker
with a contract of employment’.

Among items for discussion at
this conference arising from the
last conference are a Bill of
Rights and rural poverty on which
there are fact papers. The most
recent issue of the magazine is
on rural poverty. As the paper on
Police Violence and the role of
the police was banned we were
unable to publish it in booklet
form.

Joyce's Constitution Group con-
tinues to meet nearly every month
and has had a series of interest-
ing speakers and discussions.

AN OVERVIEW OF THE YEAR'S
ACTIVITIES

During the debate on the Advo-
cate Generals' Bill we attempted
to run a ‘Lights on for Freedom’
campaign by keeping our head-
lights on while driving in the day-
time. Although a small amount of
press publicity wes received we
had little public support and end-
ed up with battery problems.

We submitted a deposition to
the Parliamentary Joint Committee
on the Constitution of South Afri-
ca,

Sheena Duncan wrote and
spoke extensively on both the
Riekert and Wiehahn Commission
Reports. Hers was the first voice
pleading for caution and her pre-
dictions of the results of imple-
mentation, so lauded originally by
s0 many, are unhappily only too
accurate,

INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF THE
CHILD

Mrs Harris managed after consid-
erable difficulty to get her state-
ment on the Rights of the Child
accepted by the Johannesburg
IYC committee. As yet it has not
received publicity but this has
been promised for March this
year. We have decided to remain
on the Continuation Committee in
Johannesburg, The legal status of
the Child sub-Committee included
a deposition by the Sash in a
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memorandum it presented to the
Minister of Justice.

COMMISSION ON SECURITY
LEGISLATION

A sub-committee under the chair-
manship of Mrs Harris submitted
a memorandum on this subject to
the Rabie Commission.

REMOVALS

Mrs Harris wrote to Dr Koornhof
in October about the enforced
removais in the Batlokwa area
near Pietersburg. He agreed to
see her and on February 22nd
she saw him together with his de-
puty Ministers and was accompa-
nied by Joan Grover and Noel
Robb. He promised to visit the
area. Other items discussed were
the Johannesburg Interim Advice
Office Report which has created
a furore and the Cape as a Col-
loured Preference Area. Trans-
vaal Region meanwhile managed
an effective lobby of the press,
local and foreign as well as of
members of the Prime Minister's
Economic Advisory Council.

Sheena Duncan attended an in-
ternational conference of Women
Leaders in Israel organised by a
consortium of Israeli Women's
Organisations. This was a signal
honour for Sheena and the Sash.

ECONOMIC LOBBY

Several selected businessmen
who attended the major confer-
ence held last November, attend-
ed by the Prime Minister received
letters from us about black pro-
blems. Three delegates at least
replied but the conference was
so orchestrated that only ‘desir-
able’ elements were given a
chance to speak.

Headquarters continued to keep
in touch with other organisations,
political parties and concerned in-
dividuals. Mrs Harris conducts a
vast correspondence with govern-
ment departments and individuals.
Publicity details are given in the
Transvaal report. She also writes
reqularly to the regions and to in-
dividuals in regions. There are
frequent letters to the press on all
major issues.

Mrs Duncan has visited most
of the Advice Offices during the
last year.
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CONFERENCES ATTENDED

Mrs Harris represented Sash at
the Golden Jubilee Conference of
the Institute of Race Relations.
She also attended the Conference
of the Study Group on Internal
Relations. She was invited too to
a meeting of the Urban Founda-
tion to discuss how to improve
business opportunities for black
people in Sowsto.

Mrs Duncan attended the South
African Council of Churches Con-
ference at Hammanskraal.

PERSONNEL

It was with great regret that the
executives accepted Janet Sahli's
resignation as Managing Editor.
She has done a splendid job and
we all look forward to the time
when her children are old enough
for her to do the job again.

As usual the National Office
Bearers are in great debt to Mar-
garet Kirk. She had an especially
difficult year what with the added
work brought on by the Morato-
rium, the general growth of work
at all times and the difficulties of
the move, She has been a tower
of strength in especially difficult
circumstances, her devotion and
hard work make her the Kingpin
of the Johannesburg Office.

Gita Dyzenhaus

ALBANY

EETINGS: Our main activity

this year has been to provide
educative and provocative meet-
ings and these have had the re-
sult both of stimulating present
members and attracting new
members. In June, lively discus-
sion followed a talk by Prof Mi-
chael Savage of UCT on the po-
tential effects of the removal of
discrimination in wvarious areas
with particular reference to the
field of Health Services. As the
NCW was to hold a oneday
Health Symposium later in the
year this talk and the ensuing
discussion provided us with many
ideas about investigating the
state of the local Health Services.
In August, Jenifer Hyman, a new
member who, until coming to
Grahamstown, was a reporter on
The Sunday Express, gave a most
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informative if alarming talk on the
plethora of laws regulating the
Press. In September Jacklyn Cock
presented a slide/tape show and
paper on Domestic Workers, giv-
ing us the fruits of her academic
research into this sociclogically
fascinating, if emotionally rather
disheartening, topic. Ravan Press
is to publish her work this year.
A round table discussion on the
SACLA conference was held in
November, In November, too, we
were stimulated by a visit from
Sheena Duncan who was down
for the Anglican Synod, and who
managed to squeeze in two hours
with the Committee during her

very heavy Synod programme.

PROTESTS

So much to protest about but we
have held no protests this year
mainly owing to the very negative
attitude to stands held both by
the Council and alsoc by the Ca-
thedral on whose property we
were wont to stand.

GLENMORE

We have watched developments
at Glenmore throughout the year
and a number of our members
have also served on the Glen-
more Action Group. The Govemn-
ment eventually took over res-
ponsibility for the distribution of
food to the indigent, something
which World Vision carried out for
months aided by local Grahams-
town people and an inspiring
group of elders at Glenmore it-
self, A large scale weighing of
babies was also carried out to see
who would be eligible for State
feeding. News from Glenmore is
still depressing despite the ef-
forts of those settled there to
make something viable of the hor-
rifying conditions. The most re-
cent move was a restriction on
the watering of gardens and this
came as a shocking blow to all
whe had striven to supplement
their minute pensions or earnings
with food grown on their small
plots.

FINGO VILLAGE

Dr Koornhof's announcement that
Fingo Village was to be kept for
blacks was greeted with joy al-
though much uncertainty about
actual ownership of land still
exists.
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ADVICE OFFICE

This is our most gratifying activi-
ty. Gratifying only in the sense
that the office is manned enthu-
siastically by a very small but
dedicated group who achieve an
enormous amount — but still a
highly depressing activity as all
Advice Office workers round the
country must know. However ma-
ny newcomers and visitors are
impressed by the scale of our
Advice Office activities given
the entirely voluntary work force.
We were delighted to receive the
unexpectedly large handout from
the Donaldson Trust this year es-
pecially as no money was receiv-
ed from Rhodes Rag this year.

Margot Beard

CAPE WESTERN

E are happy to attend this

Mational Conference here in
Johannesburg. We pay tribute io
Mary Burton who led this dele-
gation for many years. We thank
her for her great contribution and
wish her well in her academic
life.

The subject matter for our pa-
pers to be delivered later during
the conference indicate our in-
terests, concern and activities
during the past year — housing,
removals under the Group Areas
Act (including District 6), Cross-
roads and the Cape as a colour-
ed preference area. It seems
likely that we shall be involved
in these particular areas for some
time to come. In a Press state-
ment we made on the 14th anni-
versary of the declaration of Dis-
trict 6 as a ‘white’ area, we
stated that the Black Sash had in
fact been protesting for all that
time.

MEMBERSHIP:

This remains just over 400. Most
of the new members who have
joined us fall into the under-35
year old age group which is en-
couraging. Unfortunately they are
either working or involved with
young families which is limiting.
However, during the year on two
nccasions when we needed assist-
ance with the Crossroads survey
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and with collection of signatures
for the District & petition, mem-
bers responded very readily. For
many of our newer members it
was an initiation to be out among
the public collecting signatures.

All eight branches continue to
function individually, contributing
in various ways to the activities
of the region, General Meetings,
held monthly, have been well at-
tended.

Sadly we lose old members
who have contributed so much
in the past. Some of us recently
attended the funeral of a founda-
tion member, Margaret Ballinger,
a fruly great South African who
we were privileged to have had
with us for so many years.

COURT VISITING:

Court visiting plays an important
part in our activities, Members
have, throughout the year, attend-
ed in particular the Langa Magis-
trate’'s Court and have been able
to report back first hand to the
Advice Office. There has been a
greater interest shown in these
courts by the Press who now at-
tend more regularly.

This is vital work and an area
where we urgently need more
participation. We are concerned
about all we see and hear, and
do attempt to follow up any ad-
verse reports which come our
way.

In September three members
visited the Chief of Police in the
Athlone area to make enquiries
regarding the conditions under
which prisoners are kept in police
cells, and also to find out what
the rights are for awaiting trial
prisoners.

Our regular court visitors have
established contact with the court
officials and do report any chang-
es for the good which may occur
amidst the depressing surround-
ings of the courts,

COUNCIL VISITING:

We have regularly attended the
monthly meeting of the City
Council. The Sonnenberg Com-
mission was of particular interest
to us as it investigated, amongst
other things, living conditions for
domestic workers in the Sea
Point area.
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In May last year a request was
made by the Regional Council
for an interview with Exco, the
executive committee of the City
Council, to discuss coloured sub-
economic housing. In December
the Housing Committee granted
us an interview and Mrs Robb
was able to stress the urgent
need for many more houses to
be made available to people who
have been on the waiting list
from as far back as 1968,

Divisional Council  monthly
meetings have also been regular-
ly attended and reported on.

REGIONAL CONFERENCE:

This was held in August in the
Holy Cross Parish Centre, District
6. We had good Press coverags.
Especial interest was shown by
all in the excellent Advice Office

report.

VISITS:

Many of us recognise the need
to get out and see what we are
talking about, sc we were pleased
to be able to visit District 6 and
Murray and Stewart's headquart-
ers in Cape Town. We were
shown their ‘bachelor quarters’ in
Guguletu where a very real effort
has been made to make living
conditions as comfortable as pos-
sible.

PUBLICITY:

One publication has been brought
out this year — ‘Law and Justice’,
This was translated into Afrikaans
and is still being distributed. We
realise that ideally we should try
to devote more time to publica-
tions of this nature.

OTHER ORGANISATIONS:

We have co-operated closely with
other organisations during the
year especially the Women's
Movement for Peace which has a
large membership in the Western
Cape, We are represented on the
Friends of District 6 committee
and have supported their many
activities.

The f ollowing organisations
supported us in issuing the Dis-
trict 6 petition: the Civil Rights
League, National Council of Wo-
men, S.A. Institute of Race Rela-
tions, Union of Jewish Women

Iie Swart Serp, Mei 1880



C.T. Branch, University of Cape
Town SRC, Women's Movement
for Peace.

" We were pleased to be repre-
sented on the committee organis-
ing the petition for prisoners to
be able to continue education.

BANNINGS AND DETENTION:

We continue to be deeply per-
turbed by the large number of
people punished in this way,
though not convicted of any of-
fence, We remember those who
died in detention at the opening
of our branch meetings — a
sombre start but a necessary one.

ATHLONE ADVICE OFFICE:

A separate report is attached and
in this it can be seen the enorm-
ous load staff and volunteers are
coping with in these difficult
times.

STUDY GROUP (now called Dis-
cussion Group):

This group met regularly before
Christmas 1979 and discussed
the implications of the Riekert
and Wiehahn Reports and White
Papers. Kate Jowell from the
Graduate School of Business at
U.C.T. addressed one meeting on
these subjects.

Housing was a subject of sever-
al meetings at which ‘Low Income
Housing Policy in S.A’ by David
Dewar and George Ellis was
examined and reviewed in rela-
tion to low income housing poli-
cies in South America, Tanzania
and Zambia.

RECORD OF MEETINGS:

Most branches hold meetings
once a month and a general meet-
ing is held each month, These
general meetings are hosted by
a different branch each month.
Speakers have been:

May 1979 — Daphne Venturas on
‘Patterns in Foreign Invest-
ment'.

August 1979 — Sister Margaret
from St Francis, Langa on

‘Black Education and the New
Education Bill'.

September 1979 — Jane Prinsloo
and Val West discussed Prof F.
Wilson's inaugural address on
the economist in society.
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November 1979 — Brian Rees
and Ronnie Levetan showed
slides and discussed low cost
housing.

March 1980 — Professor John
Simpson discussed his recent
survey of the attitudes of urban
blacks to changes in labour
legislation.

LETTERS AND STATEMENTS TO
THE PRESS:

March 1980 — all Cape papers
— Bishop Tutu.

February 1980 — Cape Times —
PEBCO detentions.

January 1980 — The Argus —
beach apartheid.

December 1979 — article in Cape
Timas — charter for women's
rights.

December 1979 — Cape Times
— removal of an Indian trader
in Newlands.

November 1979 — Cape Times
— detentions.

November 1979 — Cape Times
— house arrest and banning of
Eddie Daniels,

October 1979 — all Cape papers
— detentions and bannings.

July 1879 — Cape Times —
W.C. illegal blacks.
July 1979 — Cape Times —

Langa courts.
July 1979 — Cape Times —
banning of U.C.T. newspaper.
March 1979 — Cape Times —
raids at Crossroads.
March 1979 — Cape Times —
African housing.
J Grover

NATAL MIDLANDS

MEETINGS

INE Executive Meetings and

four General Meetings were
held during the year. At one of
these Bobbie Cluver reported
back on the 1979 National Con-
ference at which she had repre-
sented this Region. At the August
meeting a tape was played of the
speech made by Conor Cruise
O'Brien at the University in Pie-
termaritzburg.

The membership of this Region
is very inactive. General Meetings
are attended by the Committee
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and a handful of ordinary mem-
bers. They seem hardly worth or-
ganising when they receive so0
little support. Perhaps it would be
better to invite those who show
interest to the Committee Mest-
ings, and leave it at that. Matters
have not been improved by the
fact that no newsletters have been
distributed to members this year.

CURFEW

The Chairman wrote to Dr Koorn-
hof and asked for a detailed ex-
planation of his reasons for an-
nouncing that the curfew would
remain in this area. This letter
received only an acknowledge-
ment from Dr Vosloo. The Secre-
tary then wrote pointing out that
the Chairman's letter had been
addressed to Dr Koormnhof and not
to Dr Vosloo, and asking for a de-
tailed reply, A detailed reply was
received — but from Dr Vosloo.
Parhaps Dr Koornhof makes the
popular statements and Dr Vosloo
the real ones. Later it was an-
nounced that the curfew regula-
tions would fall into disuse but
would not be repealed — a wily
move, this, because, at the time
of the Ladysmith bus boycott, the
curfew regulations again came in-
to their own and were used
against boycotters. '

The Chairman visited Cross-
roads squatter camp and reported
that she had been impressed: it
is a splendid community, with
well-constructed, tidy houses, and
the whole place appears well car-
ed for.

Franco Francesca showed his
slides of squatter camps to a very
small audience. The meseting can-
not be considered a success be-
cause of the poor attendance, but
this was largely due to the short
notice given.

A committee was set up to get
petitions signed demanding that
prisoners be given education
rights. P. Woeinberg represented
Sash on this committee. Members
were given petition forms to fill.
Ms Weinberg organised the man-
ning of a table to collect signa-
tures in the main street, and also
advised members of a symposium
on the subject which was held in
the library.

Sash members helped take
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lunches to the jail for the awalt-
ing trial prisoners before and dur-
ing the Treason Trial in Pieterma-
ritzburg.

A rural action committee has
been formed here. Several mem-
bers of the Sash Executive serve
on this committee and M, D;-,r?r is
the official Sash representative.

EDUCATION CHART

M. Clarke has drawn up an in-
teresting chart. It was hoped to
display this in the foyer of the
Natal Society Library but the Chief
Librarian felt unable to accede to
this request. The chart iz being
used in the libraries of private
schools here and it is hoped to
display it in the African Art Cen-
tre later this year.

ADVICE OFFICE

A separate report will be given.
The Committee is anxious about
the office because pressura of
work makes it impossible for Pe-
ter Kerchhoff to continue to or-
ganise it. He has made arrange-
ments for this year, but there 18
no Sash member in charge, and
only one senior Sash member
works in the office. Our student
volunteers are not at all convers-
ant with the Sash attitude.Training
sessions under D. Hindle will be
organised, and Sheena Duncan,
who is coming to Pietermariizburg
in March on church business, has
also agreed to run some training
s@ssions: we look forward to hav-
ing her advice.

Peter Kerchhoff has done mag-
niticent work for the office and
has split it into wvarious depart-
ments under some good workers.
He will still keep a general eye
on things. The Committee is very
grateful indeed for Peter's work.
M. Park Ross deals with Advice
Office finance, and reports that
funds are running low.

The fact papers delivered at
the last Conference were distri-
buted among Committee mem-
bers for reading and discussion.
Members wondered who really
reads the mass of facts and fig-
ures that Sash members produce.
Are we preaching to the convert-
ed. and generally wasting time
and paper? Are the fact papers
in the main produced only for the
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benefit of delegates to Confer-
ence? It is suggested that fact
papers delivered at Conference
should be limited to those con-
cerning matters of national im-
portance, thus excluding those
dealing with purely local matters.

Mary Corrigall

NATAL COASTAL

|t is difficult to imagine that any

annual report can be entirely
satisfactory from the point of view
of achievement and results. Least
of all the report of a comparatively
small organisation like the Black
Sash with its socially unpopular
terms of reference and the her-
culean task that it has set itself.
A year ago our then Chairman,
Solveig Piper, called for a mem-
bership drive, That this has never
been successfully implemented
may, in part, be due to the very
nature of our organisation and of
the society in which it operates.
For it could be argued that either
one is committed to fighting ex-
ploitation and social injustice or
that, lacking any such commit-
ment, a degree of cajolment or
enticement, of ‘selling’” Sash or
‘improving’ its ‘image’ might, in
the end, prove counter-productive.
The fact that our image is, by and
large, unacceptable is surely an
indictment of the society itself
rather than a symptom of any in-
ternal deficiency. The famous
maxim that ‘for evil to succeed it
is sufficient that good men do no-
thing' might well have been coin-
ed with white South Africans in
mind.

But, small though we remain,
MNatal Coastal obviously can admit
to certain achievements over the
past twelve months. And here |
would like o reverse the trend
and start this report by thanking
my energetic and resourceful
committee for having given so
selflessly and tirelessly of their
time. | would prefer not to single
them out by name — while the
report speaks for itself.

Following the excellent example
set by this small, cohesive and
effective group in the Highway
Branch, it was suggested that Dur-
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ban would form its own branch
and that the requisite structural
changes would be implemented
early in 1980. The first meeting
turnout was disappointingly small
but the nucleus of a future branch
might be there.

GENERAL MEETINGS

It was agreed upon at the outset
that the format would be continu-
ed whereby a ‘business’ meeting
and that with an invited speaker
would alternate monthly, Amongst
the speakers, it was hoped to in-
clude as much as possible of the
‘Black’ point of view but, however,
what was lacking in quantity was
certainly made up in quality, and
Dr Ginwala with her long-standing
connections with Mozambigue,
gave us a very revealing and
thought provoking talk on the re-
cent interesting developments in
that neighbouring state. Prof Tony
Mathews of Natal University was
another of our speakers and, with
reference to his recently publish-
ed and very timely book, shared
with us some of his insights into
the sinister ‘darker reaches’ of
South Africa’'s government. While
the Durban advocate, Chris Ni-
cholson, in introducing and then
leading a lively discussion on
‘terrorism' did much to clarity
certain popular misconceptions
vis-a-vis this very controversial —
in Southern Africa certainly —
subject.

PROTEST STANDS

Only one held and eighteen mem-
bers volunteered., Mrs Florence
Bayman, one of our staunchest
and most respected members
was, as always, the first to do so.
Despite the restrictive conditions
that currently apply we were per-
miited a one-man stand for a
couple of hours twice weekly over
a period of a month. This was in
May/June. The posters ‘approved’
and displayed high-lighted some
of the more flagrant injustices
with which we are all too sadly
familiar.

PRISONERS EDUCATION COM-
MITT

Solveig Piper was one of the
prime movers in establishing this
committee with its very laudable
aim of restoring to prisoners their
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right to study. The fact that, in
1879, its formation was necessary
at all gives the lie to all who mis-
guidedly believe in any ameliora-
tion of the system's vicious, autho-
ritarian and inhuman laws, Mem-
bers were involved in circularizing
hand-outs and in obtaining signa-
tuwres and an understandable
amount of public sympathy was
shown. Chris Nicholson, et al,
wera to present the petition to
the Ministor of Prisons in Pretoria
but were refused permission on
the spurious grounds that it would
serve no useful purpose,

PHOENIX ANTI-AUTONOMY
CAMPAIGN

Is still being waged although li-
mited success has been achieved
in ag much as there has been a
stay of execution vis-a-vis the ar-
bitrary excision of the indigent
community from Durban. Such
racially based autonomy would
clearly work in opposition to the
interests of the people of Phoe-
nix themselves as both they and
local Indian Leaders have, In un-
ambiguous terms, pointed out to
Matal's Executive Committee,
Sash’s support for this campaign
was enlisted through the offices
of Jay Williams, Diakonia's re-
presentative on housing and her-
self a member of Sash.

FATTIS & MONIS STRIKE

Until the successful conclusion of
the Cape Town based strike, | re-
presented Sash on the local Ac-
tion Committee under the Chair-
manship of the Durban attorney,
Mr Yunus Mahommed.

HOUSING CO-ORDINATING COM-
MITTEE that Jay Williams was
originally instrumental in forming
has had, throughout the year, Sol-
veig Piper as its Black Sash re-
presentative.

BEAD SELLERS AND COLOURED
SCHOOLS

As far as the bead sellers’ cam-
paign is concerned, this has met
with some success in that another
twenty sellers have been installed
making, in all, a total of forty
who are now legally entitled to
sell bead-wear on Durban's beach
front. Regarding Coloured schools,
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as the Coloureds themselves who,
it was felt, should be taking the
initiative appear reluctant to do
so, this matter is in abeyance.
Both these campaigns have been
handled, in the main, by Margaret
Ambler.

PADMRO

Following this very successful
Pietermaritzburg project, it is hop-
ed that Natal Coastal, and the
Durban branch in particular, will
be able to co-ordinate, locally, a
similar programme, but as yet
this has not got past the discus-
sion stage.

RICHMOND FARM

Under Solveig’'s and Gill Nichol-
son's supervision a survey on
Richmond Farm was drawn up,
whose findings were then com-
puterized by Prof Laurie Schlem-
mer of Natal University's Social
Research Department. And both
the survey and its analysis were
sent to Dr Koornhof from whom
no reply has as yet been received.
Based on the proven viability of
this community the strongest re-
commendation was thereby made
that it be allowed to remain in
situ and intact. Ingrid Stewart un-
dertook the compilation and gen-
eral distribution of a pamphlet.

AFRICAN PENSIONS

Arising out of the deplorable state
of affairs that exist with respect
to African peénsions, Mary Grice
wrote an article for the April,
1979 edition of 'SASH' which Dr
Madide of the KwaZulu Govern-
ment took as a personal attack
on himself. Despite a lengthy —
and, as it turned out, abortive —
meeting intended to put the re-
cord right, Dr Madide remained
seemingly and totally unconvinc-
gd. Nor has there been any im-
provement in the situation since
as a separate Fact Paper on
the subject will reflect, At the
same time it must be mentioned
that urgent appeals for an investi-
gation by a Commission of Ingui-
ry have, finally, met with an af-
firmative response from the South
African government.

DEPENDENTS CONFERENCE

Patty Geerdts and Sarah Burns
have been responsible for making
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contact with those who, within the
Durban area, have been silenced
and isolated and with the help,
hopefully, of others will continue
to do what they can to alleviate
the plight of the banned. Humane
and invaluable as this work is it
should nevertheless go hand in
hand with ever increasing efforts
to question the whole iniquitous
practice of bannings, detentions
without trial etc., and to expose
by whatsoever means these grave
injustices,

‘TERRORISM’ TRIAL

| attended the trial of originaliy
saven, subsequently four, Africans
charged on two counts under
South Africa's Internal Security
Laws that was, in terms of evi-
dence led and given, one of the
longest on record. We feel that
it is right that Sash should moni-
tor these and other trials in which
the victims of an unjust system,
the Blacks, are accused of violat-
ing the laws of the land in whose
making, of course, they have had
absolutely no say whatsoever, and
which deny them every channel
for the realization of their aspira-
tions.

PRESS PUBLICITY AND LETTERS

There has been no slackening in
the amount of editorial letters
and once again Beth Franklin has
been our most prolific writer.
While certain articles have been
published such as the one in the
‘Sunday Tribune’ on Richmond
Farm. We shall miss the co-ope-
ration and services of Ingrid Ste-
wart, a member of both Sash and
the Daily News, when she leaves
to live in Grahamstown.

The following official
have been sent to:

The MEC in Charge of Hospital
Services — re: the conditions.
of black nurses.

The Town Clerk, Durban — re:
the integration of Durban's
beaches.

letters

The Hon Minister of Justice —
re: detention and banhnings,
with particular reference to the
continued and arbitrary restric-
tion of certain young trade
unionists.
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The Hon Minister Dr P. Koornhof
— re: Richmond Farm,

The Secretary of the Natal Pro-
vincial Administration — re:
Phoenix.

Senator the Hon O. P. F. Horwood
— re: South Africa's gold bo-
nanza.

The following have received let-
ters and/or telegrams: Johnny
Halberstadt, Phyllis Maidoo and
the Rev David Russaell.

And lastly, the practice has
been continued of despatching
monthly news-letters. This, for
perhaps too many of our mem-
bers, would appear to be the only
contact,

FUND RAISING

Amongst Natal Coastal’'s activities
in this regard, and once again the
Highway Branch has led the field,
a project was launched that has
helped considerably to keep us
financially viable. The concept of
a 'pledge’ — a stipulated amount
donated monthly/quarterly or an-
nually — was suggested to us in
a very forthright letter from Kate
Gray and the 40 per cent of our
membership that were able and
willing responded most generous-

ly.

CONCLUSION

If we meet at Conference not on-
ly to review the past but, more
importantly, to debate guidelines
for the future then, to return brief-
ly to my introductory theme, |
would like to make one plea. And
this is that amongst the many re-
solutions to be adopted — reso-
lutions born, it goes withoui say-
ing of wide experience and know-
ledge, | would ask that we don't
overlook what Andre Brink has
perceptively described as the real
and most insidious enemy of
South Africa, which is, and |1 quote
from the jacket of his recently un-
banned book ‘A Dry White Sea-
son’, ‘. . . not outright brutality,
but the ordinary decency, good-
will and christianity of people
who fail to acknowledge the ewil
in their midst.

Ann Calvin
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TRANSVAAL

HIS was a year of great publi-

city for the Black Sash and
public recognition of its role in
identifying the extent of influx
control cruelty. It was the year of
the Advice Office. Belore, during
and after the moratorium our ad-
vice office wvolunteers and staff
carried the burden of dealing
with the queues of people who
by 8.30 am already filled the of-
fices and corridors and spilt out
into the foyers, down the stairs
and onto the pavement outside.
Our case-work kept press and
public informed and gave the lie
to any ideas that change had be-
gun to make itself felt in black
lives, or indeed had taken place
at all where influx control was
concerned.

The Star asked us to man an
office in their building during the
moratorium. There Beulah Rolnick
did a magnificent job both for us
and The Star.

PREMISES

We had to leave our premises in
Victory House, Harrison Street,
because of the strain our client-
elle put on the Ifit and, as usual,
because of the complaints of fel-
low tenants. We are due to move
in to the SACC's new premises
in the old AA building, now called
Khotso House in de Villiers Street
on 1st June this year. In the
meantime we have offices in

Voortrekker House, 18 Hoek
Street,
HUMAN AWARENESS PRO-

GRAMME did a film of advice of-
fice work which was shown at a
general members meeting. Shee-
na will take it with her when she
gives talks on advice office work.

VISITORS

During the ten months’ period of
this report there were 120 visitors
whose names we remembered to
record. Of these 86 were forelgn
tourists, students, journalists and
diplomats, 34 were local,

SHEENA DUNCAN'S TALKS

Cathedral Lent Series at St Al-
bans; Seminar on UIF at Wits,
Student Research Group on La-
bour Bureaux, HAP Businessmen’'s
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Group on Riekert and policy; St
Peter's Priory Shoe Parly; attend-
ed Southern Africans Council of
Churches in Botswana; SACC on
Situation in SA; Rotary Anns on
israel; Zionist Federation on Is-
rael; Johannesburg North Central
Rotary Club on Riekert; Diakonia
Durban on Squatters and legisla-
tion causing them; Sarlengu
Group — SA Seminar; Market
Theatre Actors Group; TUCSA on
legality and employment of blacks
in urban areas; CAB Advisors on
work of Advice Office; Union of
Jewish Women on Riekert and
After the Moratorium; Rockefeller
Commission; Race Relations
Council meeting — panel on
Riekert in Cape Town; Cathedral
Evensong; workshop in Port Eli-
zabeth for Church and Sash ad-
vice office workers; DWEP Em-
ployment centres; IBM mesting
with top personnel officer from
America; Roedean School.

PASS RAIDS/FINES/RURAL PO-
VERTY

After our last conference there
were an increasing number of
pass arrests. On 27th March
Joyce Harris wrote to Dr Koom-
hof asking him to intervene with
Jimmy Kruger to put a stop to
these raids. He replied, ‘'l am giv-
ing my full attention to all the
problems mentioned in your letter
and | hope that my endeavours
will soon meet with success.’

Increased fines of up to R500
for employing people illegally
were gazetted on 13th July, 1979,
and employers began to fire their
unregistered workers in panic.
The suffering caused to rural ‘ille-
gal’ people surfaced dramatically
out of exposures from the Advice
Office and the whole question of
rural poverty became even more
desperate,

We specially telephoned mem-
bers to come to the July general
meeting to discuss, immediately,
the suffering caused by the im-
position of the increased fines
and generally the poverty in rural
areas and homelands.

Members responded, as they
always do, when there I3z an
emergency; but it was difficult to
channe! the concern and energy
of our members into any mean-

Die Swart Serp, Mei 1930



ingful campaign, Members at this
meeting felt we should try to keep
the public aware of poverty, to
press for a dole for the unemploy-
ed, to alert businessmen. We
should encourage overseas visit-
ors to visit rural areas and try to
play a major role in emphasising
the dispossession of the black
man's land.

Arising out of this meeting,
Joyce wrote to Dr Koornhof on
the increased fines for employing
illegal workers, and the conse-
quences, warning on rural pover-
ty, suggesting a dole and unem-
ploment programmes. Months lat-
efr, in February this year, she re-
ceived a reply from Deputy Minis-
ter Morrison — a long defensive
letter which didn't even mention
the dole or attempt to deal with
our plea that the government deal
with the situation as a matter of
national urgency.

We were relieved when Drs
Selma Browde and Ntatho Motla-
na called a meeting of over 100
organizations and individuals on
August 23rd in the Senate House
basement to discuss the crisis in
the rural areas.

The best and most sensible
speaker was Dr Trudy Thomas
{Black Sash — East London)
who prevented the meeting from
bogging down on talk of health
education and improved agricul-
tural methods by pointing cut that
jobs were the short answer to all
this. People knew very well how
to feed their children, they just
needed money to do so; and no
amount of agricultural improve-
ment would solve the overcrowd-
ing caused by removals and un-
employment in the cities.

We joined the follow-up com-
mittee on 20th September at
which representatives of interest-
ed organizations, doctors and
other individuals thrashed out the
problem of mounting an effective
hunger campaign. It was agreed
that Human Awareness would es-
tablish which were the worst-off
areas of the Transvaal and what
resources, both public and pri-
vate, were available and whether
or not they were fully extended.
Meanwhile World Vision would
cope with areas of famine and

Black Sash members were en-
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couraged to take part in their 40
hour fast in October.

Our best contribution to the
publicising of the extent of rural
poverty and the unpleasantness
of life in the homelands came
from our advice office work.

Daily publicity of advice office
cases during the moratorium left
the newspaper-reading public in
little doubt as to the hardships
suffered by all those who cannot
get permits io work in urban
areas.

Sheena Duncan's various Rie-
kert analyses vividly illustrated
how, far from addressing itself to
the desparate rural situation, the
government Intended allowing
less people into the towns. Shee-
na addressed dozens of meetings,
gave major interviews in the local
press and broadcast three inter-
views with the BBC, one with the
Voice of America and one with
Swedish Radio.

HOMELANDS

We protested against Venda In-
dependence at one of our mom-
ing stands and wrote letters to
the press,

Ruth Imriae, Sheena Duncan and
Joyce Harris gave evidence to
the Quail Commission into Cis-
keian independence.

REMOVALS

Iin the middle of the year rumours
filtered through of massive unseen
removals taking place all over the
country and in ‘no-go' areas all
over the northern Transvaal. Then
came the dramatic removal of the
Makgato tribe and official state-
ments that the neighbouring Bat-
lokwa were next. We felt that
people in public life should be
encouraged to meet this organis-
ed and creative community on
their land where they have been
for over a hundred years, and
from the Transvaal Regional Con-
ference of October 31st we sent
this telegram to all members
of the Prime Minister's total stra-
teqy economic sub-committee,
asking them to meet the Chiefs
of the Batlokwa tribe. The Direc-
tor for Economic Co-operation
and Strategy replied that removals
were irrelevant to the work of
this committee, but Prof Hupkes
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agreed to meet the Batlokwa.
Anglo American lent us an aero-
plane which took the Batlokwa's
lawyer, Raymond Tucker, Prof
Hupkes and Mr Grosskopf, form-
er editor of Beeld and Africa edit-
or of Nasionale Pers, and Rupert
Lorimer, MP to meet the Batlo-
kwa. Everyone was shaken and
moved. The contrast between ex-
quisite villages of the Batlokwa
and the devastation of the Mak-
gato village was dramatic. Appa-
rently neither Dr Koornhof nor
the local Commissioner had ever
visited these villages.

Equally moved were New York
Times and Reuters correspond-
ents who visited the area at our
suggestion, and articles appeared
worldwide. The New York Times
in particular carried a long article
and photograph, followed by an
editorial.

We hope that this tribe at least
can be saved. Local publicity has
been good: but the chiefs have
always been reluctant to 'go to
the press’ because they feel this
to be discourteous during nego-
tiations with the government,

The Batlokwa have sent a de-
position to the Van der Walt Com-
mission into the consolidation of
the homelands,

TRADE UNIONS

Some members of our committee
feel we should interest ourselves
more extensively in work support-
ive of trade union activity. Others
believe this is difficult to do when
one doesn't have direct contact
with the workers.

NELS DAIRIES

The committee decided to sup-
port the work that Betty Nicol did
together with the dismissed Nels
workers. Members responded to
an appeal in the newsletter and
lobbied their local shopkeepers
and public representatives.

We distributed a leaflet at shop-
ping centres attacking the migrant
labour system and showing how
Nels was able to exploit the sys-
tem. Nels claimed the leaflet was
sub judice and libellous with
which our lawyer did not agree.
However, in order not to prejudice
the worker’'s case against Nels we
agreed to suspend distribution.
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Now that the case is over, Nels
having agreed to pay R25 000 to-
wards the workers' costs, we
must review the situation, possk
bly in the light of conference dis-
cussion. The workers, after all,
have lost their jobs.

FATTIS AND MONIS

We asked our members to note
that Fattis and Monis had not be-
haved well towards workers at-
tempting to press for better con-
ditions. We were represented at
both meetings of interested bod-
ies held at Auden House.

PUBLICITY

In the 10 month peried of this
report our minutes record 105
statements, letters and reports in
the local press either written by
or mentioning the Black Sash:
but this is a haphazard figure as
we are not all that diligent at re-
membering to record every men-
tion of the Black Sash. Sheena
gave about half a dozen overseas
broadcast interviews,

DEMONSTRATIONS

We continued with our weekly
demonstrations standing one-wo-
man-at-a-time during parliamenta-
ry sessions, from 7.30 to 8.30 am
at the Fountain outside Wits. The
committee is divided as to whe
ther these demonstrations are ef-
fective or counter-productive; but
last time we had a vote the de-
monstrations won.

The press seldom takes any
notice of these stands — and so
we are grateful for diversions,
which always have publicity va-
lue. There were three diversions.

On 10th April Eileen Mendel-
sohn was temporarily arrested
while demonstrating against the
Police and Inquest Bills. Story
published in The Star that night.

Star and Post reported the in-
cident when on 22nd May during
our Wiehahn stand, one of our
posters was snatched by a group
of five young men in tackies, blue
jeans and striped T-shirts. On
2a9th June we sent the name and
address of the car's owner to the
police and asked that the culprits
be charged with robbery, where-
upon Merle Beetge was telephon-
ad by the police to fetch our post-
.ar, which they had recovered. The
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police told her the Attorney Gen-
eral had 'declined to prosecute’.
Coffee was poured over Joyce

Harris and Cathy Satchwell when
they were demonstrating against
the banning of Ms Sisulu, which
ensured press reporting of the
stand.

ADVOCATE-GENERAL BILL, JUNE
1979

We sent our objections to the
Select Parliamentary Committee
pointing out that it is for Cabinet
Ministers to respect the public
and its press, not vice-versa.

HOUSING/SQUATTERS/
EVICTIONS

Rents in Soweio: When Sowsto
rent rises were announced in Au-
gust we wrote a letter to the Rand
Daily Mail and a statement to Post
calling on the Prime Minister to
consult with the real Soweto lead-
ars and produce a scheme for the
proper and fair financing and ad-
ministration of the area, We called
for an emergency government
subsidy for Soweto services while
a better scheme for the govern-
ment of Soweto was worked out.

Housing campaign. We began
a programme of sending to the
Minister photographs of housing
conditions around Johannesburg
together with explanatory informa-
tion — and copies to the press.

Gita Dyzenhaus and Judy van
Velden took photographs of hous-
ing in Griffith and Steytler Streets,
Newclare and sent these, annotat-
ed, to Minister Marais Steyn with
a letter suggesting priority be
given to cleaning up places like
this rather than prosecuting peo-
ple for living in ‘white’ areas.

At Pageview's ‘Stop the Bull-
dozers' campaign launched on
Saturday, 23rd June, Gita drew
applause for her appeal for uni-
fied opposition, Five members at-
tended this meeting at which
Sash undertook to make repre-
sentations to the Minister to hand
Pageview back to the Indians.
This we did as part of our photo-
graphic onslaught sending our
letter together with Pageview pho-
tographs highlighting conditions
there as a result of unnecessary
bulldozing and pointing out the
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potential beauty of the buildings.
The Minister merely replied that
housing schemes In Lenasia
would be complete by 1981.

Actstop. We remained repre-
sented on this committee of ten-
ants, landlords and interested or-
ganisations and individuals which
had been called befors the last
conference to protest against
evictions of coloureds and Indians
living in ‘white’ areas around Jo-
hannesburg. We provided a lot of
the organisational slog when sup-
port groups were necessary to
maintain vigils at the homes of
families under threat of eviction.
Latterly protest activity has cen-
tred around the Courts and some
500 families await the result of an
appeal on a point raised by John
Dugard. We attended Court hear-
ings.

Winterveld, In June a group of
the committee visited Winterveld
with Father Fausto and Pretoria
members who are involved in the
Winterveld raids, prosecutions and
evictions. During a recent visit
our member Annica van Gylswyk,
an American research analyst and
a black journalist were taken to a
police station in Makopane by
plain clothes Bophutatswana pol-
ice and questioned there for an
hour,

JUSTICE

SSRC Trial, ‘The Soweio II' at
Kempton Park. We provided lunch
once a week for the awaiting trial
prisoners during this trial, and
members attended regularly. Four
of the accused were imprisoned
for four, three and two years for
their part in the education pro-
tests that led to the protest march
in June, 1976, The rest received
suspended sentences. Our ac-
quaintance with these lively.
scholarly and open-minded young-
sters vividly revealed to us the
tragedy of a situation in which
their talents have to be punished
rather than harnessed to the be-
nefit of us all.

Solomon Mahlangu. In April,
moved by a Post leader which
pointed out that Solomon Mah-
langu would not have taken up
arms if society had not forced
him to do so, we decided to at-
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tend an ail night vigil in St Albans
Cathedral, Pretoria on the night
before he was to be hanged. As
it turned out wvery few people
were present that night in St Al-
bans. Most people gathered out-
side the Pretoria prison and at the
Mamelodi home of the family.

Study Rights for Prisoners.
Cathy Satchwell and Ruth Imrie
represented the Black Sash on
the Johannesburg commitiee of
the national body based in Dur-
ban to campaign for study rights
for prisoners.

LOBBYING AND MONITORING

We attended Coloured Manage-
ment Committee and City Council
meetings throughout the year, As
Coloured Management meetings
are not well covered by the press
| reported on these meetings in
the monthly newsletter, These
meetings are far more entertain-
ing than the City Council, for an-
gry and frustrated though they
are, CMC representatives don't
lose their senses of humour and
are skilled and witly speakers.
The theme at all these meetings
was the uselessness of this con-
sultative committee, Councillors
never failed to point out that
people who don't have the vote
get second class treatment.

INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF THE
CHILD

We were represented on two of
the Johannesburg Mayor's sub-
committees, Day Care and the
Legal Status of the Child.

In an effort to get across a feel-
ing of urgency to the committee
Joyce Harris in conjunction with
the Day Care Committee drafted
a resolution on the apartheid
based hardships of black children
which was presented to the Jo-
hannesburg Co-ordinating Com-
mittee; and although passed by
the committee for submission to
the main body in Cape Town and
summarised in the IYC newslet-
ter, this seemed to take a whole
year to accomplish, and mean-
while nothing much happened in
the way of dramatically publicising
the plight of black children in
this country, which one had hop-
ed would be the core of the
year's work. My criticisms, made
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at the August Co-ordinating Com-
mittee meeting were publicised in
the Sunday Express with some in-
accuracies. However, the people
and organisations who joined the
gommittees were made more
aware than they had been, and
Mrs Bramwell chaired the Johan-
nesburg Co-ordinating Committee
with tact and great distinction,
making firm and leaderlike
speeches, reports and statements.
We should like to congratulate
and thank her. There is talk of a
continuation committee on which
we shall probably serve.

SATURDAY CLUB

The Saturday Club met every
month as usual. Members of the
club prefer to know each other's
opinions in an informal way and
to have occasional talks, Discus-
sions centred round the Year of
the Child, rural poverty and frus-
tration in the townships, and edu-
cation, The club ‘adopted’ child-
ren in foster care by bringing
food parcels to meetings — and
had a large party for foster mo-
thers and their children: 40 mo-
thers and 100 children.

EMPLOYMENT CENTRE

Lesley Hermer had a hard time
of it running the DWEP centre at
the Temple Emmanuel on Monday
mornings, both through lack of
volunteers and lack of jobs for
those seeking employment. It is
admirable of her to battle on.
Jean Sinclair does similar work
at St Columbas, where the Pres-
byterian Church runs an employ-
ment assistance bureau.

SANDTON CIVIC CENTRE
DESIGNATED

Qriginally we booked the Sandton
Civic Centre for this conference
and because of my practice of
signing documents without read-
ing them, we found we'd contract-
ed to have no black participants
or observers, We told Hazel Ed-
ges, who is a Sandton Councillor
and Black Sash member, and the
Sandton City Council immediately
put this right.

REGIONAL COMMITTEE

All the Region's energy went into
the Advice Office this year. The

18

outside structures suffered a ma-
laise, for we began the year, from
the first meeting after the AGM,
with no viable sub-committees.
The younger members who had
manned these committees nearly
all left to take jobs. { wish we
were in a position to employ
members who have to earn extra
money. We were sad when Dora
Hill felt she had had enough of
commitiee work, for she was one
of the original instigators of the
Blach Sash who worked long hard
years thereafter as National Trea-
surer for many years, as Trans-
vaal Chair off and on — and she
and Mary Walker, with the publi-
city and education committas,
wrote much of the early publicity
material including the first pass
laws booklet.

FUND-RAISING

With a minimum of fuss Robin
Harvey and her convencrs raised
over R10500 and a combination
of their efficiency the charm of
Mrs Harvey's garden and her own
enthusiastic and welcoming na-
ture, made it an especially de-
lightful morning — 8o much so
that a group of lawyers and their
wives have offered to help pro-
long the pleasures of meeting
everybody one wants to meet by
running for us a beer and wine
garden and lunch.

We held three book sales at
the City Hall kiosk (R225); a
cake/book sale in Rivonia (RBO)
and another cake/booksale In
Parkhurst (R150).

Erica McNulty ran regular
jumble sales for us, raising rough-
ly R500,

We received substantial sup-
port from a few businesses with
whom we have ongoing relation-
ships — that is, enough to con-
tinue on our low budget of R3 000
per month,

A sub-committee is in charge
of major fund-raising.
CATALOGUING OF GOVERN
MENT GAZETTES

Ethne Meyer's egfficient catalogu-
ing of Government Gazettes and
acts makes it possible for us to
be familiar with the details of le-
gislation and proposed legislation.

Die Swart Serp, Mei 1880



PROPOSED NEW CONSTITUTION
FOR SOUTH AFRICA

At our last conference we resolv-
ed not to ‘waste our resources on
criticising and opposing details of
a refined apartheid plan for en-
trenching white power and privi-
lege’.

Nevertheless Joyce Harris pre-
pared an analysis of the proposals
for a new constitution which was
circulated to other regions and
published in the magazine, Joyce
also submitted a deposition to the
parliamentary joint committee on
the Constitution of South Africa.

The Constitution Group, a uni-
que forum for our diverse political
organisations, continues to meet
monthly.

Jill Wentzel

HIGHWAY
BRANCH

HIS year Lucy Melouney and |

have shared the office of
Chairman, and once again our
main activity seems to have been
fund raising!

FUND RAISING

We held two book/cake sales in
Pinetown, raising over R200, Va-
rious jumble sales were also
held, the last one raising R70.
Qur ‘60" club continues, with
grateful thanks to Marcia Slaugh-
ter, who helped run it and to Kay
Gaynor who manages it so cap-
ably, as well as being Regional
Treasurer. We make enough mon-
ey this way to pay the salary of
Jill Nicholson, the Advice Office
Supervisor, Many thanks to all
members of the region for sup-
porting this.

We have also been able to don-
ate R50 to the Hillcrest Advice
Office, run by Mary Grice.

DISCUSSION GROUPS

Two groups are functioning, run
by Mary Grice and Lucy Melow
ney.and seem very popular with
white and black schoolchildren.
They enjoy a purely social even-
ing perhaps even more than hav-
ing a speaker.

In April last year four members
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of our branch were c¢onducted
round the St Wendolin's area, due
for clearance as it has been de-
clared an industrial area, by the
Chairman of the Residents' Com-
mittee. A report was written by
Greta Lockey and appeared in
‘Sash’ and in our local Pinetown
newspaper. Following a letter we
wrote to our MPC raising quest-
ions about this area, we have
been invited to meet with him to
discuss the issue,

We hope to be taken round
Clermont township by the Chair-
man of the Ratepayers’ Associa-
tion, bulldozing of shacks is still
being done here.

After Solveig Piper addressed
one of our meetings on a
Communal Bulk Buying
Group she started in Umlazi we
had discussions with a group of
black women in Clermont and
told them of the project. They
formed a similar group and we
have been able to arrange for
them to do bulk buying at a Pine-
town wholesalers. We assist with
transport and they do the rest.
This we feel is a worthwhile pro-
ject as it helps us maintain con-
tact with the Clermont women
while not organising theml

Sarah Burns has obtained lists
of families of banned people in

our nearby Hammarsdale and
Clermont areas and we have vis-
ited them and in one case been
able to assist a banned woman
obtain a Hawkers Licence to sell
her sewing. We like to keep up
a contact with these people and
are always so surprised and
humbled at the pleasure they ex-
press at our visits and concern,

Our members also assisted the
region by manning a petition table
in Kloof to collect signatures with
regard to Prisoners Education.

Throughout the year we have
been collecting magazines, wool,
knitting needles, etc. for King Ed-
ward Hospital. Those are distrib-
uted through the Ladies Hospital
Society,

Qur last meeting of 1979 was
addressed by Doreen Hindle
{formerly Patrick) {from Natal
Midlands Region. It was lovely to
have her with us again and to
hear of the subsidised milk feed-
ing scheme (PADMRO} in Pieter-
maritzburg district. Mrs Hindle
suggested we might be able to
undertake a malnutition survey in
co-operation with King Edward
Hospital Durban or nearer to our
Highway area in Pinetown. We
could use the same forms they

— to Page 28

EVOLUTION OF JOHN VORSTER
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LEAD-IN ADDRESS TO NATIONAL CONFERENCE

POLARISED SOUTH
AFRICAN SOCIETY

Bishop Desmond Tutu

THEHE are those of us in South

Africa who will go into ecsta-
sies about the changes that have
happened. |s the government not
removing all discriminatory signs;
don't we have multi-racial sport?
— people can now go to socalled
international hotels and restau-
rants (never mind the embarrass-
ments when you don't know which
of these facilities are available for
all races or not), and the Prime
Minister has himself with consi-
derable courage, veritably beard-
ing the lion in his den, made
those pronouncements about
adapting or dying and about im-
proving the immorality and mixed
marriages acts (whatever improv-
ing might be construed to mean)
— all these and similar facts sure-
ly point to change happening in
South Africa? Such people, those
who see change around, get a
little annoyed when others with
equal vehemence and conviction
declare that there has really been
very little significant or fundamen-
tal change. They make the first
lot quite hot under the collar
when they say that nearly all the
much vaunted changes are only
superficial or to use their favour-
ite term ‘cosmetic’. (] think most
of the second lot would be among
the first to give credit where it is
due). They would commend Mr
P. W. Botha for what | referred
to as his courage and his realism.
| believe we must be thankful that
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he is influenced or advised by the
military because he must then be
aware that there is no way in
which South Africa can win a war,
conventional or unconventional,
with nearly 80 per cent of her
population disaffected. Hence his
willingness to shed his rightwing
(to some extent) and to try and
woo other allies such as the busi-
ness sector,

Some of the business and other
leaders were wowed by Mr Botha
at his meeting with them last year
so that they hardly asked him
searching questions about the or-
dering of our society. They have
been out in the cold so long they
can't believe that they are now
being invited to walk the corri-
dors of power, | know that some
or perhaps many of these leaders
were distressed that they let a
golden opportunity slip on that
occasion. | myself think those who
see little change would tend to
be positive in their assessment
of the Wiehahn Commission and
the government’s response to it
especially with the extension of
the meaning of worker or ‘em-
ployee’ to include the socalled
commuter and migrant. Some
would be uneasy about the great-
er control of the unions and the
tardiness about encouraging non-
racial unions. But as | say they
would regard Wishahn as a sig-
nificant step in the right direction.

They would be a great deal less
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enthusiastic about Riekert which
on the surface seems a good
thing — seeking to increase the
mobility of labour provided a job
and accommodation are available.
We will refer to the Riekert Com-
mission and its consequences
more fully later. Those who see
little change would, 1 am sure,
be willing to commend, say peo-
ple such as Dr Koornhof, for
creating goodwill by his reprieve
of Crossroads, Alexander Town-
ship, the Fingo village in Gra-
hamstown etc, | generally send
him congratulatory telegrams for
all these splendid acts. | don't
want to seem to give backhanded
compliments but Sheena Duncan
has pointed out that it is a strange
coincidence that Dr Koornhof al-
most always makes the positive
announcements and leaves it to
his deputy, Dr Morrison, to make
the nasty ones. For instance, Dr
Koornhof will say: ‘'The Fingo vil-
lage will stay Fingo in Grahams-
town!" Hurrah! And Dr Morrison
will say more lugubriously ‘Their
freehold title will be converted to
the 99 year leasehold!’ Bool Ne-
ver mind! The Financial Mail has
noticed this and calls it the good
guy/bad guy syndrome.

And they might be willing to
concede that once you have be-
gun on the road of change, then
you often reach a point of no
return. Change generates change,
it creates a climate for further
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change and begins a process
which gathers a momentum
which cannot ultimately be stop-
ped.

‘Having said all that we are back
where we started with two sets
of people in South Africa — those
who say there is change and that
things are changing and those
who say that the changes that
have happened and are happen-
ing are peripheral and cosmetic.
They do not affect the structures
of the unjust apartheid society in
any significant way at all. Perhaps
change like beauty is in the be-
holder's eye.

The point | am making is that
| am really distressed at the de-
gree of polarisation that exists in
our country, Last year | was work-
ing away until about midnight one
Saturday night when the quiet of
Soweto was shattered by car
hooters blaring and general pan-
demonium of the sort we also
ciate with New Year's Eve in the
townships and then | remembered.
‘it was the big Tate-Coetzee
fight'. | said to myseli: ‘I'm sure
Tate has won.” And my guess
was confirmed. Most blacks in
South Africa were thrilled to bits
that Tate had won. They were
thrilled because Tate was black
but also because he had made
a South African white bite the
dust. Now most white South Af-
ricans were wallowing in the
slough of despond as a result of
that defeat,

| could go on to give a whole
sorry catalogue of issues on
which we are sadly divided, large-
ly on racial lines — with most
blacks on one side and most
whites on the other side of what-
ever is the great divide. For in-
stance on the matter of foreign
investments — you will agree
with me that most whites are in
favour of further and increased
such investments whereas | sus-
pect (you can't speak about this
openly) that in keeping with my
thesis most blacks would wish to
use this as a means for exerting
pressure for real and meaningful
change.

Most whites are delighted that
the British Lions are coming; not
so blacks. Most whites were over-
joyed that Margaret Thatcher's
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Conservative Party came to power
and you can be sure most blacks
were saddened by this election
result. Actually you could become
a kind of Euclid and propound an
axiom: Whatever pleases most
white South Africans is almost
certain to displease most blacks
and vice versa.

You name any subject or issue
and you will find my basic pre-
mise to be true; take the socalled
free enterprise system, It is laud-
ed to the skies by most whites;
it is execrated by most blacks:
blacks regard certain people as
freedom fighters or guerrillas and
most whites regard them as ter-
rorists. (As an aside, | still want
to appeal to newspapers to re-
consider their use of the term
terrorist. Your readership is not
just white and blacks may one
day prove that you do depend
for your high circulation figures
on them. The Financial Mail tends
to use the more neutral term
‘guerrilia® — it is possible that
some of today's terrorists could
be tomorrow's negotiators and
even government).

| suppose the divided state of
our nation is showed up nowhere
more dramatically than in the
whole area of defence and so-
called patrictism. Are we destin-
ed to be aimost always on oppo-
site sides of the divide of this
chasm? | remember how as small
boys during World War Il we
would rush to cheer on the con-
voys that were going ‘up north'.
It was a matter of considerable
pride to have someone you knew
in uniform even though our ‘boys’
had to face the Italians and Ger-
mans carrying assegais. Many
Afrikaners then were opposed to
the war effort including high
ranking Nationalists today, some
of whom as we know, were in-
terned for their subversive acti-
vities, The white D.R. churches
often turned away anybody white
who was in uniform in those days.
Actually | find it galling in the
extreme that people with such a
dismal record of loyalty to South
Africa should today be réading
us lessons in patriotism. Today
things are otherwise, Most whites
especially Afrikaners, but not on-
ly they, are cock-a-hoop about
defence, They believe they are
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defending South Africa against
the onslaught of communism. Ma-
ny blacks are quite sure they find
very little to defend about present
day South Africa. | am totally op-
posed to communism and Marx-
ism (actually also to capitalism).
| can't stand atneistic materialism
just as much as | can't stand the
unbridied licence to selfishness
and materialism which are my ex-
perience of capitalism and the so-
called free enterprise system. |
would be willing to defend South
Africa against communism but
that is not my priority concern.
Communism is a potential enemy.
My priority concern is the present
state of Injustice and oppression
of which | and fellow blacks are
victims in the land of our birth.
There is nothing potential about
that — it is a brutal actuality and
that is what most blacks want to
defend themselves against here
and now and the whole matter
I5 hardly helped by the fact that
we really are beginning to exper-
ience a civil war situation, be-
cause most whites speak of ‘our
boys on the border and most
blacks also have ‘our boys' on
the border on the other side.

| think | have said enough
about the divided state of our be-
loved Motherland. | want to add
something else which is a sober-
ing fact. | believe that the polar-
isation | have been describing is
a very serious matter and that it
seems to be getting worse by the
day. But you know it is not a new
feature in our national life. | re-
call many occasions going to El-
lis Park or the Rand Stadium
where overseas teams were pit-
ted against our Springboks or
some other |ocal side. And in
those days — in the forties and
fifties blacks would invariably be
rooting for the visitors whose vic-
tories were a kind of vicarious
shot in the arm for blacks. | re-
member too with sadness my
days at a teacher training college
called The Pretoria Bantu Normal
College (I think it was a precur-
sor of the University of the North).
We had to develop along our own
lines in those days and so we
were housed in rondavels, be-
cause any other architectural
style would be Western and alien
and would do untold damage to
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our self-image as Bantu. Well, |
remember that we would often
gather to listen to SABC (I did
in those days). And whenever an
announcement came over the air
about the death of a white South
African in for instance a car ac-
cident, then the students would
cheer and shout, ‘one oppressor
less!" This in an apartheid instl-
tution and this among those who
were going to be teachers with
the sort of potential influence on
young people that teachers some-
times exercise over their charges.

Now #hat was Iin the early 50's
and spoke of a level of bitterness
that is frightening and if, as | be-
lieve to be the case, the situation
has in many ways deteriorated
then we might imagine how stu-
dent blacks (at the very least
those) in fact do fast quarantined
in their segrated institutions with
little chance of a warm personal
relationship with their white peers,
We are reaping the whirlwind due
to the success of apartheid which
the somewhat dated Cillie Com-
mission has so roundly con-
demned in a searching indictment
of our traditional way of life.

WHAT CAN WE DO?

That is almost always the cry
from many whites when they are
faced with the stark realities of
our situation and they are sin-
cere people who do want to
change things. | know there are
others who want change as long
as things remain much the same,
as long as their high standard of
living remains unaffected. There
always tends to be some sense
of impotence because they are
faced with what seems to be a
colossus, | am very sympathetic
with my white fellow South Afri-
cans but | have no real sympathy
with what | believe is an imagined
impotence. You do after all have
the power of the ballot box.
When the Indians in India were
incensed with Mrs Indira Ghandi,
they got rid of her. Very recently
the Canadians did not like what
the Clark Government intended
doing and although the Canadian
Conservatives were in power for
only six months after 11 years in
the political wilderness of oppo-
sition politics, they were booked
out and Mr Pierre Trudeau re-
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called triumphantly. So if South
African whites really mean busi-
ness then they have the remedy
in their own hands. | know that
they will say most of the power
lies with Afrikaners — well, they
too are white South Africans and
others must woo them.

Do you recall a strange case
a few years ago when we had
a colossal butter surplus? By
some convoluted economics the
Dairy Board decided that since
there was a surplus the price of
butter should go up. | used to
think that the free enterprise sys-
tem decreed that if there is over-
supply then the price has to go
down to increase demand. Never
mind — I'm no economist. What
| want to remind you Is that
women decided they were not
going to buy butter until sanity
was restored, For a while they
succeeded in getting the price of
butter reduced. And | don’t think
that there was much lobbying for
this to have happened. The Gov-
ernment does often take note
when strong feelings are aroused
about this or that. They certainly
took note when nearly all the
newspapers protested against
some of the provisions in the pro-
posed Advocate General Legisla-
tion.

Another point to be made Is
this — don't look for spectacular
achievements. Do what you can
in your little corner — ‘Bietjie,
bietjie maak meer. You Know,
don't you, that the sea iz only
single drops of water collected
together. If there were no single
drops of water there would be
no sea.

Basically | want to issue an
appeal to the white community
and to the white government —
but a friend suggested that | ad-
dress spacific appeals to definite
groups and so here goes.

To the Government | want to
say what | have said times with-
out number — Nobody expects
all the changes 1o happen over-
night. Rome we are told was not
built in one day. Politics in the
art of the possible. You don't
want to alienate your supporters
and so erode your power base.
We are prepared to exercise
some patience provided you de-
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monstrate your commitment to

real change,

First of all — say clearly and
unequivocally that you are com-
mitted to an undivided non-racial
South Africa. That for us blacks
i5 quite unnegotiable — Qur ck
tizenship in an undivided South
Africa. If we get this commitmeant
we are ready to tell our people
to hold their horses because these
cnaps are now talking business.

At present no one in Govern-
ment has repudiated Dr Mulder's
staternent (quite breathtaking)
that the logical goal of apartheid
is that there will be no black
South Africans, If that be the
case, then | want to issue a warn-
ing as responsibly and as dispas-
sionately as possible — it is this
— if South Africa is to be bal
kanised and blacks stripped of
their South African citizenship,
then you can kiss goodbye to any
chances of a peaceful solution.
In South Africa, when you issue
a warning and the thing happens
that you warned about you are
criticised or detained because it
is said you caused what you pre-
dicted. When | was Dean of Jo-
hannesburg, | warned two months
before Sowelo erupted in 1976
that the citizenship issue as re-
presented by the spurious inde-
pendence of Transkei was highly
explosive, My letter was printed
as a frontpage Saturday editorial
by the Rand Daily Mail. Now the
Cillie Commission has shown
that the citizenship issue looms
large on the list of black griev-
ances.

Secondly — abolish the pass
laws, for nothing is more hateful
to blacks than this feature of an
iniquitous and hateful system.
The atmosphere would change
dramatically overnight — race re-
lations would be as they never
have been if that were to happen.
You can do this gradually without
encouraging chaos — because
you must link it with a crash pro-
gram to develop the rural areas
s0 that people are not attracted
to the towns. Enable them to
farm on a small scale so that
they are not forced to be wage
earners, so that they can feed
themselves.

Thirdly, halt immediately all po-
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pulation removal and dislocation
schemes and | underline imme-
diately. Just as the Airikaner
finds it difficult to forgive and
certainly difficult to forget what
the British did to them in the
concentration camps, so we will
find it difficult to forgive and cer-
tainly difficult to forget what they
have done and continue to do to
us with their diabolical population
removal schemes.

Fourthly — please get rid of
bantu education, i.e. this obses-
sion for differentiated and discri-
minatory education systams.

Fifthly -— please abolish the
provisions for detention without
trial and lift all banning orders or
lay charges against those so ban-
ned, And then call a national con-
vention. God is good to us — He
says '| want to give you an ob-
ject lesson on how not to solve
a political crisis.” And he has pro-
vided us with Rhodesia.

A former prime minister asked
the Mamibians to sit down at a
conference table, and sort out
their differences and so we had
the Turnhalle negotiations. And
the same prime minister was in-
strumental in persuading Mr
Smith to talk with his counter-
parts at the celebrated Victoria
Falls talks. Why should this way
of dealing with a political crisis
be only for export and not for
domestic consumption.

All the current black political
leaders who are acknowledged as
such by the black community are
ready to talk. It is no use engag-
ing in what appears to be a cha-
rade with [leaders whom most
blacks repudiate, Look at what
has happened to Bishop Muzore-
wa. Our real leaders are eminent-
ly reasonable men and 1 include
those on Robben Island and
those in exile. Percy Qoboza
pointed out that these were the
last generation that will be ready
to negotiate. Please let us talk
whilst we can, whilst there is the
real possibility of an orderly evo-
lution to a shared society. | have
dedicated myself to help bring
this about and yet when you hear
some references to people such
as Dr Motlana or Percy Qoboza
or myself, you could be forgiven
for thinking that we were fire-
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spouting radical Marxists who
were touting Russian made guns.

To the white community in ge-
neral | say — express your com-
mitment to change by agreeing
to accept a redistribution of
wealth and a more equitable shar-
ing of the resources of our land.
Be willing to accept voluntarily a
declension in your very high
standard of living. Isn't it better
to have lost something voluntari-
ly and to assist in bringing about
change — political powersharing
— in an orderly fashion than to
see this change come with blood-
shed and chaos when you stand
to lose everything. Change your
attitudes., Know that blacks are
human beings and all we want is
to be treated as such, Everything
you want for yourselves is exact-
ly what we want for ourselves
and for our children — a stable
family life where husband lives
with his wife and children, ade-
quate housing and proper free
and compulsory education for our
children and all the social servic-
es you take for granted — elec-
trification, paved streets, parks,
lighted streets, swimming pools
and don't say you have earned
them and pay for them because
we are victims of a cheap labour
system and are quite willing to
pay for these things if we are paid
the rate for the job.

| have not given up hope for
the S.A.B.C. As a heavensent op-
poriunity to help change attitudes
in South Africa and to help pave
the way for change. If the S.A.B.C.
stopped being a propaganda ma-
chine {not even for the Govern-
ment but for a political party, it
would begin to educate whites
for change.

To our socalled white universi-
ties — you have a very good re-
cord for standing up for acade-
mic freedom. But why don't you
tell the Government that you are
not going to be dictated to in this
matter? You could easily be sent
to Coventry internationally if you
really don't stand up to the au-
thorities more effectively. Would
they close you if you all said you
are agitating for openness? It is
after all a very important part of
the meaning of university — uni-
versal in its membership. Yes,
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please negotiate for this right,
but please forget about permits.
They are an abomination,

To the Chambers of Commerce
and Mines as well as corporations
and other business undertakings
| ask for only three things:

(a) That you will insist that your
workers are housed in family
type accommodation as fami-
lies near the place of work
of breadwinner — out goes
the evil of the migratory la-
bour system.

(b) Recognise black unions —
out goes the evil of the pass
laws and influx control.
Unicnists should be able to
sell their labour everywhera.

(c) Massive investment in black
education at every level.

All of these items that we have
discussed in this section of my
paper comprise what could bhe
the harbingers of change, | want
to add just one more — the pos-
sibility of free discussion of var-
ious options politically, religious-
ly, economically and socially. We
are inhibited in our land from
canvassing various possibilities.
Let us hear about Marxism and
communism. If democracy is sup-
erior to them as | believe it is,
then they stand no chance of
being tempting. Part of their at-
traction lies in that they are for-
bidden fruit. Let us discuss an
alternative to a violent solution
and so let's talk about sanctions
openly and responsibly. You know
my experience after Denmark. !
have never been so vilified and
become the object of so much
white hostility and vituperation (I
have also been comforted by the
support of many),

Let us talk about alternatives
to capitalism. | will want to sea
that form of socioceconomic or-
dering of society changed. The
Riekert Commission wants to
help in the creation of a highly
privileged black middle class
who are surely going to be some
of the best defenders of a status
quo that provides them with such
benefits and privileges. Riekert is
ruthless in its intentions about

— to Page 25

e Swart Serp, Mei 1989



Prospects for peaceful
change in the 1980's

HE very fact that we are now
entering a new decade, I8 in
itself a stimulus and in many res-
pects, a justification to weigh the
political approaches and strate-
gies of the 19708 in the light of
results and achievements, if any,
and ask ourselves: Are the ap-
proaches of the past decade really
adequate to meet the demands
of the 80s? Do we not need a
fundamentally new strategic ap-
rroach to break the existing po-
litical logjam in order to move
forward quickly to the desired
goal of full citizenship rights for
all South Africans?

This question arises with the
greatest urgency cut of the pre-
seni situation in Southern Africa.
ZIMBABWE is writ large over all
cur thinking and acting. There is
a palpable impatience among the
overwhelming majority of non-
Afrikaners to fulfil themselves as
free and equal citizens in the land
of their bith — NOW. This im-
patience is being given a new
impetus by the awareness —
again induced by Zimbabwe —
by blacks of the intolerable fact
that ithey are the only people
on earth who still do not deter-
mine their own destiny nor that of
their own country.

in cther words, while pressures
build up externzlly and internally
which inexorably move in the
direction of the elimination of ra-
cism in South Africa, the govern-
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Carter Ebrahim

Deputy Chalrman, Labour Parly

ment, contrary to the pronounce-
ment of Mr P, W. Botha and other
spokesman, are moving at a
snail's pace — if at all — towards
change. Nonwviolent initiatives
among blacks are therefore being
dangerously frustrated and demo-
ralised, It is a glaring fact that
nothing has been achieved during
the past decade — not even a
declaration of intent by the pow-
ers that be — that holds out any
real hope for a genuine and ac-
ceptable restructuring of South
Africa: that will lay the ground-
work for peaceful development
and progress in the 1980s.

All that has happened is that
the protagonists of viclence are
finding that government intransig-
ence is strengthening their argu-
ments in favour of that option,
and those who still continue to
cry: ‘Let us exhaust all political
options and means’, find that they
now have to battle with a rising
tide of despair — that peace-
ful change is a dream, The argu-
ment goes that the Afrikaner
power structure has a vested in-
terest — not in peace, but only
in the instrument of power, In ‘in-
stitutional violence’.

Does this all mean then that
the advocates of peaceful change
are pursuing a lost cause, or even,
as some say, standing in the way
of the only real solution — vio-
lence? K Zimbabwe teaches us
anything at all, it teaches us that
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adversaries in war still had final-
ly to COMPROMISE — which is
what politics is all about —
around the negotiating table. That
the war in Zimbabwe was a cruel
waste of precious time and lives
and was brought about mainly, if
not solely, by white intransigence.

The lesson of Zimbabwe then,
is not one of the efficacy of vio-
lence but rather that of a spur
to greater effort to bring about
peaceful change — because it is
eminently possible. Instead of des-
pairing of success we must look
to our approaches and strategies
and change them if we must,

The first fundamental error of
democrats in South Africa, going
back far further than the past
decade, was their failure to ques-
tion the rig-t of the Afrikaner
power structure to call itself na-
tionalist. MNationalism in essence
is defensive and protective of a
distinctive political and cultural
existence within a clearly defined
geographical area, the integrity of
which is universally acknowled-
ged.. The sanctity of nationhood
and the inviclability of its acknow-
ledged territory is so strongly a
part of world values today that
even the mighty Soviet Union has
to justify its invasion of Afghanis-
tan by claiming that it is there
by ‘invitation',

The last the world saw of Alfri-
kaner nationalism was when it
was fighting a desperate, glorious
but vain battle against a rapacious
British imperialism at the turn of
the century. What for? In clas-
sical language, for the inalienable
right to national independence
and seli-determination within the
two republics of the Transvaal
and the Orange Free State.

Today, in Cape Town, a thou-
sand miles away from the Trans-
vaal, Marais Steyn, without ‘invita-
tion" and with grasping selfish-
ness, declares that no more living
areas for ‘coloureds’ will be gstab-
lished in the Cape Peninsula.
Without a by your leave, his gov-
ernment removes the last vestige
of representation from the colour-
ed’ people and impose another
dummy council of 30 muzzled
stooges on them, Standing astride
the whole of South Africa, Afri-
kaner ‘nationalism’, so-called, ‘in-
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vites' millions of blacks to accept
its brand of ‘independence’ which,
according to the Quail Commis-
sion established to investigate Cis-
kei independence, South Africa
will reap the benefit of the work
of its able-bodied men, without
the responsibility of seeing to the
welfare of Ciskeian children and

the aged.

s this Afrikaner nationalism?
On the contrary! What we see at
work here is a form of imperialism
being practised by the Afrikaner
which he believes is essential for
the preservation of his identity,
his survival and his privileged po-
sition. The hallmark of imperialism
is its rapacious forays into the
territory of others, far beyond its
own national borders. Its modus
operandi is domination of others
by means of exclusive rule, and
the exploitation of the material
and human resources of the areas
under its domination, for the en-
richment of the Iimperial home-
land. If others do not, | personally
see tremendous significance in
the fact that all real economic de-
velopment is deliberately concen-
trated in the Transvaal by this
government., Every other province
has a cinderella status in com-
parison.

Whether Afrikaners in particu-
lar or whites in general like it
or not, the only genuine national-
ism in South Africa today is black
nationalism. It is with this force
that the Afrikaner will have come
to terms. But more of this later.

The second fundamental error
committed by democrats is to
base their political strategy al-
most exclusively on the possibility
of a decisive split in the National-
ist Parlty, whether imminent or
inevitable, This is a soul-destroying
exercise. Afrikaner unity has been
too dearly bought and will as
dearly be sold, Indeed, the price
has gone up immeasurably in di-
rect proportion to the mounting
threats to exclusive Afrikaner rule.
Democrats must now stop falling
for the old, familiar entry sign,
‘Nat Party Splitting’, knowing full
well that at the end of this stra-
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tegic blind alley, they will be met
with the crushing information that
‘Godot will come tomorrow’,

Political strategies for non-vio-
lent change in the future must
be totally independent of domestic
upheavals in Afrikaner political
circles. Who can deny the frus-
tration, disappointment and de-
moralising effect that Mr P. W.
Botha's statement that he does
not differ with Dr Treurnicht has
had upon the people?

The prospects for peaceful
change in the 1980's then, will de-
pend heavily on the speed with
which Afrikaners drop their im-
perialistic stance and the mas-
querade of being nationalists. |
believe that this process of self-
examination and resultant change
in Afrikaner attitudes can best be
assisted by frankly and openly
looking at wvarious aliernatives
that will satisfy the demand on
the part of black nationalism to
come into its own in its own coun-
try and also to accommodate ALL
rational white demands.

Afrikanerdom must finally ac-
cept that if it will not forgo its
right for whites to rule themsel-
ves, that is its refusal to share
power, then it must share land.
Then they must decide upon an
area of South Africa the integrity
of which will be respected by
black South Africa. This is par-
tition. It will have to be an area
where whites are in the majority
in order to accord with the world
norm for just government — ma-
jority rule. [ have no doubt in my
mind that black South Africa will
be far more magnanimous than
the British imperialists of eighty
years ago and concede to such a
demand.

Such an option, mutually agreed
upon, will certainly eliminate the
threat of black/white conflict, and
free the overwhelming majority of
South Africans to get on with the
job of uniting the whole of South-
ern Africa in a non-racial federa-
tion of states, This is the only
workable reality for the southern
continent as opposed to Mr P.
W. Botha's ‘constellation of sta-
tes’ idea. The latter is doomed to
failure because it is am ill-dis-
guised plan for the colonisation,
once again of Southern Africa,
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this time by Afrikaner neo-impe-
rialism,

A sovereign white state will
soon see the advantages of com-
ing in with the rest of advancing
Southern Africa and at the same
time retaining a large degree of
governmental autonomy as a fed-
eral state.

Another option which blacks
woulc consider negotiable, in the
light of the Zimbabwean expe-
rience, is a high percentage of
white seats in a common parlia-
ment in a unitary system.

These three options of parti-
tion, a non-racial federation of
states and a unitary system em-
bhodying a strong minority of white
votes all make provision for the
crucial condition of full citizen-
ship rights for all, They alsc flow
logically from the position that
blacks take up today that the
demand for one-man-one-vote in
a unitary system Is a basis for
negotiation. It is a demand that
need not precipitate conflict,
provided whites are prepared to
sit down as equals and negotiate
an equitable settlement. This view
is strongly supported by the
facts: the Labour Party's own re-
port on constitutional alternatives
is clearly defined as a basis for
negotiation and the call by ALL
black political organisations for a
national convention where solu-
tions are to be JOINTLY worked
out. There is no question, from
the black side, of an imposed
solution,

From the side of Afrikaner na-
tionalism, so-called, imposed so-
lutions are the order of the day.
If South African democracy does
not intervene decisively and take
the initiative, instead of perpe-
tually reacting to the non-initia-
tives of the Afrikaner power struc-
ture, the prospects for non-violent
change in the 80s look very grim.
On the other hand, if a new, in-
dependent approach based on the
alternatives outlined above were
adopted, new and far more effec-
tive strategic possibilities must
follow and a breakthrough in the
80s will then be a certainty.
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REGIONAL REPORTS
- from Page 19

use in Pietermaritzburg for col-
lecting information of children ad-
mitted to hospital suffering from
malnutrition. This will be a project
which will keep us busy for some
time,

On receipt of the Johannesburg
Advice Office Emergency report
we sent a copy to the Bishop of
Matal and also succeeded in hav-
ing it printed in the Kloof Aglican
Parish Magazine,

Unbelieveable as it may seem
we are still battling to have our
Highway libraries open to all rac-
es — we have been attempting
this for four years now and be-
lieved we were successful with
Kloof last year but to no avail —
they have opened a separate

OBITUARY
MARY FINDLEY

‘mobile’ library for blacks. How-
ever we have heard recently that
another Highway library has open-
ed to all races.

Our members are all very ac-
tive and always willing to assist
with any project. It has been a
real pleasure to be in the chair
and a big thank you to Lucy for
always being happy to take the
seat when | was away!

BISHOP TUTU
— from Page 23

those blacks who don't qualify.
Get them out of the urban areas.

it does not really matter where

they go — they will be out of
sight and so out of mind. It is
a ruthlessly clever piece that —

All Sash members will have been sorry to hear of the death
of Mary Findley after a long illness. For many years she was
a very active membear of Gardens/Sea Point Branch and was
chairman until she moved away from the area.

It was largely due to her initiative that a club for domestic
workers was started at Sea Point. A capable and enthusiastic
organiser, she gave a tremendous lot of time and thought to
the running of this club. She is remembered with great affec-
tion by all its members.

Mary gave of her time and talents freely and she will be
greatly missed.

M. Hoey-Jones
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in town people have the possibili-
ties of making some effort of liv-
ing whereas when you dump
them as discarded things they
are most likely to siarve as they
are doing.

Yes let there be more open
and free discussions. | believe
we still have a chance if we
grab the opportunity God has
given us. | am still commitied to
reasonably peaceful change and
| am committed to work for jus-
tice and reconciliation. But the
sands of time are running out
quickly. Let's do something to
avert the bloodbath, the alterna-
tive too ghastly to contemplate.
That sounds pretty familiar. Will
somebody take heed, please,
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