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The Black Sash ﬁz Die Swart Serp

Jt is fifteen years this month since the Black

Sash came into being. We look back over
the struggles, achievements and discourage-
ments of these years as we also contemplate
the state of the Nation in the aftermath of the
election.

There is not much for our comfort.

Since the Coloured voters were removed
from the common roll by those ignoble means
there has been a procession of restrictive and
oppressive legislation denying Africans free-
dom of movement and the freedom to sell
their labour; moving whole communities of
people and thousands of individuals to differ-
ent places where they do not want to be; deny-
ing all of us much of our right to express dis-
sent ; depriving all of us of the proteection of
the Ceurts should the Police choose to act ar-
bitrarily against us. There are people detained
incommunicado for indefinite periods in our
gaols; there is poverty, starvation, fear, hat-
red and bitterness. There is frustration.

There are also the positive values of Justice,
Love and Mercy which have not changed but
which have become increasingly rare in South
Africa and increasingly misunderstood.

The Black Sash believes that these values
are worth striving for, that people matter more
than ideologies, and that we have a duty to
publiely state our beliefs and our dissent from
what is happening in our country.

Many of our more sympathetic eritics ask
“What good does all this feeble standing
around do?” *“Protest i1s only valid if it has
some chance of achieving change™ they say.

In a political system where the means of in-
fluencing affairs is closed to the majority of
the citizens of the country, where effective op-
position to government policies is prevented by
the banning of organisations and individuals,
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where the most important communications
medium is closed to the opposition point of
view, where permits are required for any pub-
lic demonstration of opinion, then it becomes
essential to use such means as are left to law-
fully state dissent,.

Because traditional venues for public pro-
test are closed to us in Johannesburg, by law,
we have to hold our demonstrations away from
the city centre. We have no illusions about

the effectiveness of our protests. We can pride
ourselves on a tremendous amount of public

education and the dissemination of facts
through our own publications and through the
Press. We do feel we achieve something of
value when we are able to help people coming
to our Advice Offices. But we feel that we
would not be doing enough were we to fail in
constantly and publicly stating our opposition
to legislation and government action which
denies people their basie rights and opportuni-
ties. We cannot fail in this just because we
are prevented by law from using effective and
striking methods. It is because s0 many peo-
ple have fallen into the trap of saying that
they will not do anything because nothing has
any immediate effect that opposition in South
Africa seems so ineffective.

Everything any one of us does has influ-
ence and affects somebody somewhere. Silence
and the failure to stand up and be counted
affects the attitudes and actions of government.
To dissent and to say so also has its hidden
and cumulative effects,

We believe it to be important. We believe
that the fifteen years work of the Black Sash
which lies behind us has been of value, and
we believe that the work we must do in the
years to come will have its value. One day
change will come and we have some part to
play in the inevitable process of that change.
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1970 Election Elation?

JOYCE HARRIS

Myrs. Harris is a National Vice-President of the Black Sash and « frequent
contributor to this magazine.

o — once more the hurly-burly of the hustings is over. The General Election of 1970 has been a
particularly ugly interlude in the political life of South Africa, with its tomato-slinging, egg-sling-

ing, its insinuations, incriminations, threats and intimidations. The spectacle it provided for the vote-
less observers on the side-lines has been neither edifying nor encouraging. However the contest is
now over, and the time has come for the counting of heads, the licking of wounds, the elation of vic-
tory, the misery of defeat, for an assessment of the meaning of the results and of their implications for

the future.

Each party has its own interpretation. The
Nationalists express delight at the ignomini-
ous defeat of the Herstigte Nasionale Party,
and to this extent the Prime Minister’s deci-
sion to call an early general election would
appear to have been vindicated for this, after
all, was the purpose of the exercise — to settle
the hash of the H.N.P. once and for all. On
the other hand, an unexpected by-product has
been the loss of 8 seats to the United Party
and a reduction of National Party majorities
in 72 other constituencies. One man’s poi-
son being another man’s bread, the United
Party expressed its delight at its gains, while
the Progressive Party in its turn is delighted
with what it has won from the United Party,
a delight tempered over its failure to win the
Sea Point seat. The H.N.P., the initial irri-
tant, is apparently in no way put out by its
seeming repudiation, and expresses confidence
in its future
that after only six months of existence the
H.N.P. was able to poll approximately 2,000
more votes than the Progressive Parly could
muster after 11 years of existence,

An objective analysis of the figures offers
little comfort. The percentage of votes cast
for the National Party has slid down from
58% to 54%, while that cast for the United
Party has crept up from 37% to 37.2% and
that for the Progressive Party from 3.1% to
3.4%. The H.N.P. succeeded in gaining 3.6%
of the total votes cast. These figures can in
no way be regarded as a swing to the left, not
even by the most sangnine observer, and the
elation being expressed on all sides must sure-
ly be post-election euphoria which will be dis-
sipated by the cold winds of truth., The only
reason for any jubilation, if reason there is, is
that for the first time in 22 years of govern-
ment the National Party’s bandwagon has re-
ceived a slight jolt which indicates some small
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growth. It is certainly proven

degree of fluidity in an erstwhile granite-like
political structure. Whatever hope there may
be for the future lies in this fluidity, but it is
presently of such minute proportions that it is
barely discernable in the political spectrum.
Only the future will show whether it can flow
sufficiently to cause a landslide. As of now
there is very little change in the “status quo.”

On the credit side the Progressive Party
scored a resounding victory in Houghton,
though it is difficult to assess in how far this
is due to the unbounded respect and admira-
tion which Mrs. Helen Suzman personally has
undoubtedly earned and so well merits, and in
how far it is a true reflection of support for
the Progressive Party’s policies. However the
Progressive Party scored an impressive num-
ber of votes in a number of constituencies, and
from this, as well as from the enthusiastic
support it received from young people, it can
take heart,

Optimism

The United Party, with its 8 extra seats
and its increased majorities in 72 other con-
stituencies, has been given a heartening injec-
tion of optmism which it has so sadly lacked
since the Nationalists took power in 1948.
Perhaps it will now be encouraged to oppose
the Government more unequivocally and to

diverge more emphatically from government
policies.

The National Party has defeated the H.N.P.,
and that must be regarded as falling within
the ambit, of the credit side, with the proviso
that it will now press ahead with its so-called
“verligte™ Eulicies and will stop its appease-
ment of the so-called “verkramptes” which
was so apparent in its election campaign,

On the debit side the National Party is still
very securely entrenched in power, despite its
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losses, and there it will no doubt remain for
at least the next five years. The majority of
white South African citizens have given a
clear indication that they support the National
Party no matter what it may do; that they
endorse the policy of Apartheid with all its
croel ramifications; that they have no objec-
tion to forced removals, to the endorsement
of African people out of urban areas, to the
breaking up of African family life, to the
bulldozing of the homes of African people, to
their resettlement in remote areas under ap-
pallmg conditions, to job reservation in whole
categories of emplmment where African peo-
ple have established themselves without any
thrcat to the security of the white man; that
they were in no way upset by Mr. Vorster’s
mtimidation of a citizen asking a legitimate
question at an election meeting or by Drl
Koornhof’s inhuman and confusing interfer-
ence in the lives of countless African employ-
ees or by Dr. de Wet's threat to Mr, Harry
Oppenheimer which carries within it the
threat to any industrialist or entrepreneur who
earns the dislike of the government by oppos-
ing its policies; that they do not mind the
loss of their own rights and freedoms which
is inherent in the eircumvention of the courts
of law, in detention without trial, in the loss
of habeas corpus.

Go-ahead signal

The majority of the white people of South
Africa have given the go-ahead signal to a way
of life which the Nationalists are pleased to
call traditional but which in no way resembles
the Western European tradition of individual
liberty and dignity from which it professes to
stem., The white electorate has rejected the
aspirations of the non-white South Africans,
for whom it is responsible since it has divested
them of all representation in the central gov-
vernment, and shown a frightening disregard
for its own rights in order, presumably, to
retain its material privileges,

The H.N.P., in its short life, has polled
more votes than the Progressive Party, and
although it was resoundingly defeated by the
National Party it remains as a solid core with
grass roots than can grow,

The post-election counting of heads gives a
clear picture. The left and the right are more
or less evenly balanced by the Progressive
Party and the HIN.P. In the middle is the
United Party, and to the right of it is the
National Party. The balance of power is very
much to the right, and even assuming that the
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United Party will gain courage from its vie-
tories and veer slightly more towards the Pro-
gressive Party and that the National Party
will gain courage from its vietories and dis-
count the H.N.P., the National Party will still
be able to do very much as it pleases, which
means that there has been no change and that
this is what satisfies the majority of the elec-
torate.

Ray of hope

Perhaps the election results have provided
a tiny ray of hope for those who desire change,
those who would like to see a return to the
rule of law, the freedom of the individual.
equal opoprtunity for all and respect for the
dignity of man. The juggernaut has been
ever so slightly dented, but it has not been in
any way incapacitated, and if any further
inroads are to be made into its unquestioned
power the opposition groups will have to work
very hard indeed to prove to the electorate
that what they have to offer is right, just and
civilised and merits support. This is no easy
task in a society which is enjoying the flesh-
pots of privilege and whose motivating force is
self-interest with very little enlightenment to
dilute it.

ONE-SIDED

By Bob Cnnn-::ity

A e, _.H_.;_'~ 1
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The 22

n M:ﬂj" and June 1969 large numbers of people were arrested and detained without trial, speci-
. fically for interrogation. They were held in solitary confinement, incommunicado, i.e..
without access to their families, friends, ministers of religion or lawyers,

22 of these people were formally charged in October 1969 and the trial proceeded in the Sup-
reme Court until the 16th February, 1970. On that day the Attorney General appeared in
Court and withdrew the charges.

The Judge formally acquitted all 22 accused. Normally in such cases, acquitted persons are
free to leave the Court.

These 22 people were then and there immediately redetained under the Terrorism Act and
whisked away from the court to disappear from public sight and knowledge. The Terrorism
Act gives the Security Police the power to hold detained persons incommunicado. for an indefin-
ite period, specifically for interrogation. They are entitled to see only their jailors and their
interrogators.

“When circumstances permit they may see a magistrate once a month.”

During the brief trial of the 22, State witnesses testified that they had been subjected to tor-
ture during their interrogation. |

WHAT HAPPENS TO PEOPLE IN DETENTIONY

What has been happening to these 17 men and 5 women since their redetention?
There is no way of finding out, as no one has access to them.

HOW MANY OTHER PEOPLE ARE LOCKED AWAY WITHOUT TRIAL IN OUR
PRISONS?

Figures are not available. It is “not in the interests of the State” to disclose this information.

During 1969, 9 people died in detention.

The laws of our country are cireumventing the administration of justice. Some years ago the
cry was “Charge or Release”. This year 22 people were charged and were found not suilty of
the charges against them.

THEY WERE NOT RELEASED.
These 22 people must not he forgotten.

NOR MUST ALL THE OTHER PEOPLE LOCKED UP WITHOUT TRIAL IN OUR JAILS
BE FORGOTTEN,

We stand here today to record our total condemnation of a system which can remove people
from their homes, take them to far away places, keep them in solitary confinement, interrogate
them continuously, and detain them indefinitely before it is decided whether to charge them or
not.
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Arbitrary Detention and

Its Implications
JOEL CARLSON

Mr. Carlson is a Johannesburg attorney. He delivered this address at @ meeting
called by the Students” Representative Council at the University of the Witwaters-
rand on the 20th April 1970, immediately before the General Election.

HEN | WAS A STUDENT HERE, about a quarter of a century ago, | was taught that a fundamen-
tal understanding of South African affairs could only be gained by studying Black/White rela-
tions. This, of course, was true and is shill true today.

But as a student | spent most of my time out of classrooms, happily and leisurely mixing with all
the people who were then allowed to come to this University and we relaxed as friends and talked
and thought and acted together as equals.

Then | joined the Government Service and workad in those Courts concerned solely with applying
the laws affecting Africans. We worked six days a week and for the first time the reality of Black/
White relations shocked me into a realisation of the truth. | did not read books and listen to words.
| saw people — grandfathers and grandmothers, husbands and wives, young men and women and some
children, mothers carrying babies on their backs, feeding them and struggling to keep them clean in
custody without nappies and with primitive toilet facilities. These were not superfluous appendages,
or labour units, whether productive or unproductive, but human beings imprisoned, punished and suf-

fering as the laws of the country, the Pass Laws, were enforced.

The Pass Laws are the greatest single cause

of disruption of race relations in our
society creating more hatred and fear, sewing
more suspicion and causing more insecurity
than any single cause of injustice in South
Africa. The Pass Laws are a cancerous
growth, eausing the depersonalisation of hu.
man beings, and degrading not only the per-
sons suffering under them. but also those
enforeing them.

It is because of these laws that we are able
to pass and enforce all the other unjust laws:
laws which we would not pass in Parliament
or apply in practice if we considered the vote-
less, voiceless persons to whom they apply as
human beings. The laws do not apply *“to
us . they only apply “to them”,

How false is the ery of complaint now heard
from those politicians who in Parliament vot-
ed to give the Security Police the extraordin-
ary powers they exercise. These people
did not complain when these laws were ap-
plied to “others”. Now that these arbitrary
laws are applied to themselves. they squeal in
dismay. These are stupid men who do not
appreciate that laws conferring arbitrary pow-
ers on the executive are arbitrarily applied by
those in power. They are ignorant of the age
old concepts learnt and stated long ago. Aris-
totle said: *“The Rule of Law is preferable to
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that of any individual . .. He who bids the
law rule may be deemed to bid God and rea-
son alone rule. but he who bids a man rule
adds an element of the beast: for desire is as
a wild heast and passion perverts the minds
of rulers. even when they are the best of men.
The law is reason unaffected by desire.”

This vear. 1970. marks a hundred vears of
the application of the Pass Laws. They were
first applied in the Transvaal Republic in
1870. How false were the promises made when
the laws were introduced. It was said they
were “for the protection of the Natives” en-
titling Natives to the “full protection of the
law” and guaranteeing travel freely through-
out the Republic. and being no more than an
identification certificate. (Article 12 — and
gquotation from the Hon. Justice F. E. T.
Krause). In 1918 after 48 years of their ap-
plication. Dr. D. F. Malan said: “I hope that
more Natives become better educated . . . more
civilised . . . so that it may be possible to re-
move the Pass Laws.” He also promised to
grant more and more exemptions. In 1942,
Colonel Reitz, the Minister of Native Affairs,
was suddenly appalled when he learnt that the
previous vear nearly 300,000 Africans had suf-
fered under these laws, He said in Parlia-
ment: I hope the conscience of the White
man in South Africa will be awakened because
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this is an appalling indictment of our hand-
ling of the Native problem™. He told the
Senate he would recommend their abolition.
Every Commission sitting from 1905 to 1948,
recommended in strongly worded language
their abolition but what happened? Some
vears back, only 750 people were arrested
every day seven days a week — then the fi-
gure doubled; and a few years back it was
only 1,500 people a day. Today, we are not
sure of the figure but it is at least 2,500
people arrested every day. A parliamentarian
in Parliament last year commented on the
number of Africans arrested for pass offences
and said that it had reached an appalling
level, causing grievous human suffering — a
heavy price to pay in pursuit of the unrealis.
tic aim of apartheid. He quoted alleged con-
traventions of pass laws in 1967/68 as being
1,777,662, (B.D.M. 20/4/69 — Mr. M. Mit-
chell). The average time for a case heard by
a Court is 2 minutes and this has been demon-
stated time and again.

Violent Laws

From Pass Laws to arbitrary arrest and de-
tention without trial, to practising sensory
deprivation on persons held indefinitely in so-
litary confinement is but a stone’s throw. The
stones were thrown at Sharpeville ten years
ago. Instead of a ripple on the water, the re.
action was dramatic and vielent. In a society
practising racial discrimination as a way of
life and a philosophy, and enforeing it in its
law, the fear that one race might overtake the
other controls the actions of the men in power
whao feel perpetually threatened. After Sharpe-
ville the reaction was to deal with a violence
threatened, by enacting even more wviolent
laws,

Learning of the General Law Amendment
Act of 1963 the Johannesburg Bar Council
protested “at those provisions which in its

view have as their consequence the virtual
abrogation of the Rule of Law in South Afri-

ea”. Assault upon assault on the Rule of Law
was then made culininating in the Terrorism
Act of 1967 and the Boss Act of 1969 (now
under investigation ).

The Bar of the City of New York, represent-
ing professional men in the greatest metro-
politan complex in the world, saw fit to pass
a Resolution condemning the Terrorism Act

and the first trial under it.

“RESOLVED, that The Association of the
Bar of the City of New York hereby re-
cords its deep concern and its protest over
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the actions of the Republic of South Africa
in applying its own law and judicial pro-
cess extraterritorially to inhabitants of
South West Africa by prosecuting thirty-
seven South West Africans under South Af-
rica's Terrorism Act of 1967, in that:

1. The Terrorism Act of 1967 offends ba-
sic concepts of justice, due process, and
the rule of law accepted by civilised
nations and violates the Universal De-
claration of Human Rights . .. .”

[t then goes on to itemise specific reasons
for its objections to the Act and its application
and finally resolves to call upon South Afri-
can jurists to join the New York Association
and all others concerned with the Rule of
Law to speak out and protest.

Abhorrent features of the laws passed by
Parliament and eroding the Rule of Law in
South Africa have justified jurists here and
everywhere in the world in claiming that in
South Africa there has been virtual abroga-
tion of the Rule of Law. The significant parts
of our law on which such a claim can be based
are these:

I. Retrospective effect of legislation:

This means that crimes which were not
crimes yesterday and acts which were lawful
when they were committed and were therefore
entitled to be committeed, are made erimes to-
day and for this crime you may be hanged -
the Terrorism Aet. Similar provisions exist

in the Suppression of Communism Act and
General Law Amendment Aet (sec. 23, Act 62
of 1966),

?, The wide definition of offences:

(a) Certain statutes provide such wide de-
finitions that they virtually enable the execu-
tive authority or the security police to aet at
their discretion and at their convenience. The
Lord Chancellor of England, Lord Gardener,
said of the definition of “Communism” in
the Suppression of Communism Act No. 42
of 1950, as amended ;

“If you were a Communist 40 years ago,
you are a Communist today . .. Whether
you are a Communist or not, you are a Com-
munist if the State says so.”

(b) The Criminal Law Amendment Act
No. 8 of 1953, which provides for increased

penalties for offences committed in certain cir-
cumstances, such as:

“Whenever any person is convicted of an
offence proved to have been committed by
way of protest or in support of any cam-
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paign against any law or . . . for the repeal

or modification of any law . . . sentence

him to a fine not exceeding R600 or im-

prisonment for 3 years or a whipping not

exceeding 10 strokes or both™
and furthermore provides that incitement to
commit these offences carries heavier fines and
imprisonment ( R1,000 fine, 5 years imprison-
ment ),

(¢) The “Sabotage” Act No. 76 of 1962
(sec. 27 (1) and (2)) creates, inter alia, an
offence, punishable by hanging, if in contra-
vention of any law a person enters or is upon
any land or building . . . to further or encour-
age the achievement of any political aim, in-
cluding the bringing about of any social or
economic change in the Republic.

(d) The Terrorism Act No. 83 of 1967,
which provides definitions of terrorism so
wide that they go far beyond what the Com-
mon Law considers as treason. It punishes
by death an act which had or is likely to have
had the result of embarrassing “the admini-
stration of the affairs of the State™ or further-
ing or encouraging “the achievement of any
political aim . . . by violence or forcible
means or by the intervention of or in co-opera-
tion with or with the assistance of any foreign
or international body or institution. The mini-
mum punishment is five years imprisonment.
3. Shifting the burden of proof:

The Criminal Law Amendment Act No. 8
of 1953 =ays simply::

“An offence is presumed to have been com-

mitted as alleged if an accused acted at the

same time and place and in company with

two or more persons similarly charged”.
Numerous acts (see 2 above) have shifted the
burden of proof to make the accused guilty
until he is proved innocent.

Arthur Suzman ().C. a recognised South Af-
rican jurist summarised the position by say-
ing:

“The onus is virtually on the accused to

prove his innocence heyond a reasonable

doubt.”

( Arthur Suzman, South Africa and the

Rule of Law, S.A.L.J. 1I, August, 1968.)

4, Double jeopardy:

After having been acquitted of the charges
brought against you, sec. 5(h) of the Terror-
ism Act provides that you can be re-arrested
and charged again. Also sec. 21(4)(g) of
the General Law Amendment Aect of 1962,
Therefore, if an accused is found not guilty
and is acquitted, that is not the end of the
matter. This, of course, happened more re-
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cently when 22 accused held in detention
without trial for 54 months were brought to
trial and were acquitted on 16th February,
1970 and immediately rearrested in Court and
detained under the Terrorism Aect. Their fu-
ture is not known and the Attorney-General
admits to having no information about the
matter. We do not know what will happen
to them.

Having the privilege of a trial and being
convicted and serving a sentence is not an end
of the matter. You can still be arbitrarily
further punished without any trial by being
banned or banished, or house arrested or held
in detention,

5. Place of trial:

Although it is normal to try accused persons
at the place where the crime was committed, a
number of our laws provide that you may be
tried anywhere, even if it’s 2,000 miles away
from the place of the crime or the place from
which you come, where your relatives and
friends are and where your possible witnesses
may be.

6. Detention and imprisonment for police
interrogation:

Proclamation 400 in the Transkei was im-
posed in 1960 during the emergency. It has
remained a permanent part of the law of the
Transkei; it provides for indefinite detention
without trial.

The 90-day clause provided for arrest and
detention to question a detainee until he gives
satisfactory answers to his police questioners.
This was followed by the 180-day clause when
the 90.day clause was suspended.

The Terrorism Act, sec. 6, provides for in-
definite detention without trial. A man or
woman may be detained indefinitely, held in-
communicado, kept in solitary confinement
and given no access to anyone but his interro-
gators. No court can question the validity of
any action taken, no wife, no lawyer, no Min-
ister of Religion has any access to a detainee,
but “if circumstances permit, he may be visit-
ed by a Magistrate once a fortnight™.

*A person under this Act may thus simply
vanish and no one be accorded any informa-
tion as to his fate or whereabouts.” (A. Suz-
man. }

In the inquest proceedings held into the
death of the detainee detained on 5th March,
1969 and who died on 10th March, 1969, the
lawyers for the widow called the widow to give
evidence in Court. This is how the Record
reads :—
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“Court: Is she the widow of the deceased?
Yes.

“Court: Is there anything special in her
heart she wants to tell the Court — Yes.
My husband was arrested. After his arrest
I received a message that he was dead. He
was arrested on the 5th March — in the
middle of the night. We were already
asleep. My husband slept with me in the
same room on one bed., I heard a knock
on the window as well as on the door. 1
woke my hushand. My husband got up
and went to the door of the room to open
the door. I grabbed him and held him-—1
told him he must not open the door before
he heard who was knocking on it, I then
went to a window and drew the curtain —
I saw a White man standing. A short thick
set man. I asked “Who is it?” He replied:
‘It’s the police’. My husband opened the
door and I stood behind him and I heard
the voice of the man outside the door — 1
saw two hands appear and they grabbed my
husbhand and the hands puIIeﬂ him outside.
Then I screamed

The widow then deseribed in detail what went
on during that short time she and her husband
got dressed. Then the Record reads:—

“Court: Did they then take her husband
away ?My husband went to put on his shoes
in the bedroom and they went with him.
“Court: Is that all she wants to tell the
Court? 1 am not finished vet . 1 again
went to stand by the window and looked
outside. I saw three motor vehicles. There
were two private cars and a pick-up van.
The pick-up van was in the front and the
two motor cars behind it. My husband
climbed into the middle car. They closed
the door. All the vehicles rode off.- ""
Then the widow told the Court how first
some six or seven days later the police came to
Jook for her husband’s pass and to ask her
for her husband’s belt. She went on to say:(—

“On Thursday I went to town. When 1

returned from town the neighbours told me

that the police had been and that my hus-
hand was dead. As a result of this news, [
was shocked and felt faint.”

(p. 287 onwards — Inquest James Lenkoe.)
Time does not permit me to tell you more of
this tragic and significant matter.

Prof. Arthur Larson of Duke University, a
man who was one of Eisenhower’s personal
advisers, and who attended as ohserver at the

terrorism trial in Pretoria for the Lutheran
World Federation and the World Council of
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Churches, told the American Bar Association
at Philadelphia in 1968 :

“If you pass a statute which gives the police
and the executive authorities free rein to do
almost anything they please in the way of
violation of human rights, and then excuse
this by saying that vou will of course rely
on the discretion of the authorities not to
abuse this power, you have for all practical
purposes thrown away law and substituted
unlimited personal tyranny.”

Another famous American jurist and Judge
of the buprﬂme Court, Mr. Justice I‘ranL[ur-
ter, ohserved in a fanmus American case ( Me-
Nabbh v. United States (318 U.S, 332 at 347
(1943 )

“The history of liberty has largely been
the history of observance of procedural
safeguards.”

Hanged himself

What does our law provide as safeguards of
personal liberty? Has law been discarded and
have we substituted unlimited personal tyr-
anny? Again, we can examine the record of
the inquest proceedings of the first detainee
“who hanged himself”. The record shows
that he was arrested in Cape Town on 20th
August, 1963. Evidence was given that he
was found hanging in his prison cell in Pre-
toria on the night of September 4th/5th, 1963.
According to the record, he was detained in
solitary confinement in a cell 12" x 12° and
in the cell there was a coco mat, about 1"
thick, on which he slept on the cement floor
(pages 94/5--103). There was no stool and
no table in the cell. He was given nothing
to read and no writing material and he spent
23 or 23% hours a day alone in his cell doing
nothing (Page 171/2). His food was mielie
pap and meat (Page 175} (in this respect he
was privileged as other prisoners did not re-
ceive meat { Page 172). Another detainee al-

leged in the same proceedings that he only re-
ceived bread and water ( Pages 180/2).

This detainee, “who hanged himself”, the
police said, was a key figure, a leader. He
had been guestioned many times but refused
to answer queatiunﬂ or gi\ﬂ information. The
evidence given by his interrogators was that
suddenly on the afternoon of the 4th Heptcm-
bher he changed his mind and agreed to give
a statement. The interrogators said: “Sud-
denly the man became a coward™ (Page 753).
The experience of these interrogators was,
they said, that there was a sudden change and
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a brave man would become a coward. (Page
75 of the Record).

What is the effect of this detention and
interrogation on people? This question was
put to the Major in charge of the detainees he-.
ing interrogated at Pretoria (at Page 163 of
the Record): *(). Would you agree with this
then? . .. all the evidence indicates that a per-
son during his period of solitary confinement
should not be considered to be normal™. A. ~1
cannot deny it”,

A study of the effects of solitary confine-
ment was made, particularly by American psy-
chologists and psychiatrists arising out of the
treatment of American prisoners in Korea.

It was found, and this is still true today,
that individuals who spend even a short time
in solitary confinement, even a few days, can
suffer various bizarre experiences, distortion
of motivation and affect a change in intellec-
tual ability, and distorted social relationships.

“Sufficiently prolonged isolation from so-
ciety or deprivation of sensory stimuli can
produce mental abnormalities in the form
of hallucinations, anxiety states, depression
and paranoid symptoms. Conditions likely
to induce these phenomena occur . . . in pri-
soners kept in solitary confinement . . .”

(Ziskind 1958).

Confinement alone without any form of
physical assault or torture. is an extremely
severe form of treatment. It can be expected
to produce dramatic changes. The type of
change has been examined carefully and can
actually be scheduled,

12 weeks to final confession

Initially on arrest, there is fear and uncer-
tainty. After one to three days in detention.
there is bewilderment and discouragement fol-
lowed by over-alertness, expectancy, rejection
of food and attempts at fraternisation. From
between three and ten days there is anxiety.
sleeplessness, compliance. increasing loneli-
ness, boredom, fatigue and weight loss. From
ten days to three weeks, there is increasing
dejection, repetitive acts, intense fatigue, con-
slipation, craving for companionship. humilia.
tion and loss of all self-respect. From three to
six weeks, there is despair, inactivity, filth,
soiling, mental dulling, loss of disecrimination.
muttering, weeping, need for companionship
and the detainee is highly suggestible and easi-
ly grasps at any help, The American authors
( Hinkle and Wolff. 1957) maintain that a
typical subject would require twelve weeks
(nearly 90 days) from time of first incarcera-

The Black Sash, May 1970

tion to final “*confession™. The distinction be-
tween truth and fiction cannot be demarcated.
They said that skilful interrogators utilise the
prisoner's need to talk and ecraving for hu-
man association by discussing with him appar-
ently innocent details of his past life. This
cements a bond of companionship between the
two that can be one of the most effective tools
of the interrogator.

Un reading the record of the inquest where
the interrogators were questioned on their me-
thod of interrogation, it is clear that these
skills were effectively used by the interroga-
tors on the detainees. The Chief Interroga-

tion Officer for South Africa and South West

The Black Sash has been standing in Johannes-
burg every Monday from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. in pro-
test again the Terrorism Act and the re-detention
of 22 people after they had been acquitted by a
Court of Law. The Black Sash has been standing
for 14 weeks since the 2nd March, and intends to
maintain the protest until all these 22 people
have been released . Jeanette Carlson, chairman
of the Transvaal Region, and Delia Gardner, a
vice-chairman, stand with posters at the protest.
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Africa, said during an interview with the Star
—1969, “In many ways our methods are the
same as the Communists, psychologically
speaking, but for a different reason™. The de-
tainee is left to suffer the effects of his isola-
tion and then is questioned time and again
(at Page 149 of the record). At the inquest
the following question was put to the chief
interrogating officer :

“What do you think he would have been
brought up for on so many occasions?”

A. “For questioning”,

). “To try and get him to talk?"

A. “Well, that’s the reason why he was
questioned . . .”

Q. “If a detainee, this man or any other,

on being interrogated after he has been
detained, says ‘I am not under any cir-
cumstances prepared to give you any
information whatscever’ do you leave
him alone or do you take further
steps?”

“Well, he's got to be asked again.”
“And again?”

. “Yag
“And again?”
. “Yes™.
. “And apgain?”
lﬁYEB'J!
. “And again?”
-:I'.YEBF'J"
“I see. The idea being to wear him

down I suppose?”

“I make no comment”.

“Well what is the idea, you give me

your comment?”

“*Well, he is there to give information,

that’s why he is detained”.

“*But he’s already told you two or three

times he won't talk ?”

“Then he’'ll eventually let go™.

“But the idea is to keep on question-

ing him to see whether ];ua will change

his mind?"
A, “Yes".

And at Page 152 of that record this was said:
“You see, we are concerned in these pro-
ceedings with finding out what motivated
the deceased in committing suicide, if he
did commit suicide, and that is why I’'m ask-
ing you these questions™.

At Page 154/5, the following is said:

“Well then supposing you had a case of a
suspect who was detained because you, the
Police, genuinely believed that he could
eive certain information, and if in fact
your belief was wrong and this man could

-
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not give information, would vou keep onm
questioning him over and over again?”

“I would question him, yes™.

. *You would, over and over again?”
'IFYEB?'I'

. “That would be a dreadful thing te
happen to a man wouldn’t it,if in fact
you were wrong?”

“Yes".

*“It would be., And all that that man
would be able to see as far as his fu-
ture is concerned would be an endless
vista of imprisonment coupled with
repeated questioning?”

A. “Yes”,

Evidence of torture

It was submitted in that case that not only
was there sensory deprivation but there was
evidence that the detainees were tortured, that
they were stripped, made to do unusual exer-
cises, blindfolded, electrically shocked and
otherwise assaulted. It was said that there
were 20 such witnesses who could be brought
to Court to testify to such tortures. One wit-
ness was called and his evidence was recorded.
Objection was then taken as to whether such
evidence was relevant in investigating the
cause of death of the detainee. At Page 291
the learned presiding officer said :

At the last hearing Counsel intimated that
he intended calling a number of witnesses,
90-day detainees, to testify that they were,
{Ju!ting it mildly, 1ll-treated by the Police;
1e intends asking the Court to come to the
conclusion, as an irresistible inference, from
that evidence, that the deceased committed

Er

suicide as a result of such treatment .. .".
He went on to say:

“The question of relevancy of this evidence
arises. We are not sitting here as a tribu.
nal, investigating the general circumstances
of detention of 90-day detainees — that is
common cause’ .

And concluded :

“In the circumstances the evidence it is in-

tended to call is not considered relevant.

Counsel’s request cannot be granted”.

It was said that the inguest was not a trial
but an enquiry under a specific Act for a spe-
cific purpose. However, before the evidence
was ruled irrelevant, not only did one detainee
give evidence under oath about this torture,
but Counsel advised the Court and read into
the record a summary of the evidence that
would have been given had the Court per-
mitted the witnesses to be called. The wit-

CpEor

op
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nesses were ready and able to give such evi-
dence and endure cross-examination.

That was the position in 1963. Has the
position changed? On the 15th December
1969, a State witness was called to give evi-
dence in the Supreme Court in Pretoria. She
refused but said this to the Court under oath :

“I have been in solitary confinement for the
past six months . . . I have slept on the
floor . . . Although we should have half an
hour’s exercise every day, there were many
times when we had no exercise at all . . .".

(). *“Could you tell his Lordship briefly
under what circumstances you came to
make the statement?”

“] was interrogated, I was forced to
make certain admissions because I
couldn’t stand the strain of standing
on my feet for hours and hours.”

“Can you estimate for His Lordship
the approximate period that you were
made to stand?”

“I lost track of time completely. It is
difficult to say. My mind went com-
pletely blank at times . . . And as a re-
sult ., .7

“Yes?”

**Also I was threatened with detention
of my whole family”.

“Now, as a result of the prolonged pe-
riod of standing, can you describe the
particular events that took place and
that affected you, to his Lordship?”
“My mind went completely blank and
I went to sleep standing and I had a
sort of dream in which I was actually
speaking to the officers who were in-
terrogating me, in my sleep, and after-
wards when 1 had sort of regained my
senses, | was interrogated on this dream
I had which was complete nonsense. It
had absolutely nothing to do with any
.+ « " (Court intervenes ).

BY THE COURT:

“I am afraid I am not with you at the
moment. You fell asleep standing and
you had a dream?”

“My mind went blank, I had a sort
of a dream.”

“You dreamt?”

“Yes, and in this dream I was speak-
ing to the officer who was interrogat-
ing me™.

“Yes, and then?”

“And when I regained my senses I was
interrogated on this dream™.

A.

o

oo

o

The Black Sash, May 1970

11

Q. “Can you tell his Lordship if it is at
all possible, by way of estimate or
ntherwise, how long this interrogation
lasted.”

A. “The interrogation went on for five

days without any sleep”.
(Page 351 onwards of Record in State
v. Ndou).

Abuse and fyranny

Where people simply vanish — where there
is a virtual abrogation of the Rule of Law —
inevitably, there is abuse and tyramny. In
circumstances where the laws give such extra-
ordinary powers to the police and the execu-
tive authorities and they can do almost any-
thing, then indeed there is grave concern and
good reason for alarm, when no less than 14
people have died while being detained without
trial.

Seven of these, according to the findings
of inquest Courts, were suicidal deaths, One
detainee jumped from a 7th floor window of
a room where he was being interrogated. Ma-
gistrates have on occasion expressed doubts
on the cause of death. In some cases, the
deaths are recorded as **due to natural causes™
—these have included detainees who have died
as a result of “falling in the shower”, “falling
down stairs™ ,“slipping on a piece of soap”.
The records of all these deaths speak for them-
selves, Except in one case where the record
merely reads:

“An unknown man died on an unknown

date of cause unknown™.

His death was disclosed without detail in Par-
liament.

Although solitary confinement is itself a
punishment, again and again allegations have
been made in Court that detainees have been
tortured after their arrest and during their
interrogation by the Security Police. Only
a few cases are referred to here:

1. In the State v. Tuhadeleni, at Pages 599/
600, such an allegation was made by Counsel
but as it was not strietly relevant to the issues
before the Court, no enquiry was made into
the allegation.

2. A 68-year old grandfather, Gabriel Mbin-
di, was detained in May, 1967. In December
1967, it was alleged in Court proceedings by
numerous of the detainees who had come from
South West Africa, that they had been cruelly
and brutally assaulted, suspended from a
height and electrically shocked by members
of the Security Police and they said that Ga.
briel had told them that he was assaulted in a

Die Swart Serp, Mei 1870



similar way. Two months after the proceed-
ings were brought, Gabriel was released and
filed an Affidavit concerning the allegations,
Shortly before the case was to be heard in
Court, the State paid R3,000.00 to avoid fur.
ther costs of litigation but none of the alle-
gations concerning assault were withdrawn
and the State persisted in its denials of these
allegations,

3. In 1966 Stephanie Kemp sued for alleg-
ed assault during interrogation. In an out-of-
Court settlement, she was paid R1,000.00 by
the State.

One cannot detail here all the information
on the subject, but one must ask if procedural
safeguards protecting liberty were wanted, why
were they not written in the law? Perhaps
one can only conclude with the principle of
law that a man intends the natural and fore-
seeable consequences of his actions. Numer-
ous requests to appoint a Commission of En-
quiry into these alleged abuses of police power
have been rejected although today Commis-
sions of Enquiry have heen appointed almost
at the drop of a hat.

Unpeople

The lesson of the Pass Laws was that people
become unpeople. Detainees are not looked
upon as people, as human beings, but as
threats to peace and security and it would seem
that there is no great concern for their treat-
ment. But what are these threats to peace?
What do the facts disclose?

1. In April 1968, scores of people were ar-
rested 1n Victoria West. The most serious
allegations were made against them. After
ten had been convicted by the Magistrate in
November, an appeal was lodged. The Judge
President in aecquitting all these people, se-
verely criticised the Magistrate for accepting
State evidence which was anything but con-
vineing and for wrongly rejecting defence evi-
dence (Page 65 R.R. Survey 1969).

2. 24 other accused from the same place
charged with sabotage, were acquitted in Sep-
tember 1969, as the State had insufficient evi-
dence. The Judge in condemning a Security
Police spy, X534, said: It made a person shud-
der to think that someone like X34 could he
placed in a position where he had an interest
in the arrest of members of the publie.”

It did not compensate the accused for all
the losses and suffering they had sustained
for 17 months.

3. Tribesmen from Hebron near Pretoria
were arrested and detained late in 1968. Of
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the 11 arrested, two died (one slipped on soap
and a doctor found the other to have “sjam-
bok and other wounds of assault on him™).
Three were released and six were charged un-
der the Sabotage Act. The Judge in aequitt-
ing all of them commented on the poor ma-
terial the State had to prove its case.

4. Also at the end of 1968, numerous tribes-
men were arrested and when allegations of
unlawful assaults were made implicating the
police, the charges under them were with-
drawn and they were detained under the Ter-
rorism Act. In September 1969, ten were
charged under the Terrorism Act but one died
on the night before the trial (it was stated
that his death was due to natural causes). Of
the remaining nine, three were acquitted on
all charges and six pleaded guilty to attempted
murder, a simple common law crime for which
they received an effective one year’s imprison-
ment.

3. The most serious and important case
brought under the Terrorism Act was the trial
of the 37 South West Africans. They were
arrested during 1966 and 1967. Ministers of
the government disclosed that they were aware
of certain violence planned ( Rand Daily Mail
1/11/66) — they could well have been aware
of this as a result of the very arrest and inter-
rogation of these South West Africans, Never-
theless, on June 21st 1967, the Terrorism Act
was promulgated. On June 22nd the Attor-
ney-(eneral announced that persons would be
charged and five days later 37 South West
Africans were charged. They were handed a
foolscap typed book, 41 pages in length, list.
ing offences going hack as far as June, 1962,
In view of the fact that they had already been
arrested prior to the passing of the Aect, one
cannot understand why this Aet was passed
and needed to deal with the accused. Profes-
sor Larson pointed out:

“No one Eas attempted to deny the fact that
this Act (the Terrorism Act) was specific-
ally passed in order to prosecute these par-
ticular defendants — all of whose alleged
offences were committed long before the
bill was even introduced — the idea that an
Act can be passed specifically in order to
hang a man for his past conduct is so in-
tensely repellant to elementary concepts of
law, no amount of outside condemnation
can add much to the self condemnation of
the statute itself”,

Could one have a stronger condemnation of
a law? Can there have been any justification
for such a law? Well, listen to the words of
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the Judge who presided in that very case. In
announcing sentence, he said, and I quote:

“But in my opinion, all the accused. except
Nos. 21, 22 and 23, are guilty of common

law crimes apart from any earlier legislation
that has made such action pumshah]e

Previously, he had underlined the fact that
e regarded their crimes as common law
erimes and ignored the terrorism charge. He
said ;

I will . . . take into aceount the Common

Law offences which the accused have heen

proved to have committed in the assessment

of the appropriate sentence. although they
were nol su charged™.

An act of terror?

Concerning the extent of the threat of the
actions of the accused, the Judge said they
“were feeble and without the slightest hope of
success . Therefore, when parliament con-
sidered and enacted the Terrorism Aet in
1967, the Minister of Justice must have known
lie already had ample evidence to convict these
defendants of Common Law Crimes under
laws already in existence. If the Terrorism
Act was not required in order to deal with pre-
cisely those defendants against whom the Act
was passed and whom the Government most
widely billed as Terrorists, why was the Aet
necessary and why was it pasaed""

May one not, with reason, ask: Is the Act
itself not an act of terror?

The rights of White and Black people to-
day are sacrificed to a secret police force en-
joying ever widening immunity from judicial
restraint and enquiry.

These powers are given to the police and
executive authorities not as temporary powers
to meet a temporary emergency. hese acts are
now part of the permanent law in South Afri-
ca. They can be enforced and acted upon at
the discretion or the whim of the police or the
executive authorities,

Mere suspicion

*Under a system which renders any citizen
liable to interrogation on the mere suspicion
of a police officer, abuse and tyranny are
inevitable.

Where the jurisdiction of the Courts to en-
quire into the detention is completely oust-
ed, the danger is extreme that a police offi-
cer will become a loecal tyrant, misusing his
powers for political or pcrsnnal ends, and
that the way will be opened to blackmail
and the evil of false informers™.
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April 29th,

(Johannesburg Bar Council,

1963).

Detention without trial has been used time
and again for persons convicted of common
law erimes,

Today those political opponents on the right
of the Government. who now fear that these
arbitrary powers will be used against them.
rightly express their fears. All of us have
reason to fear the abrogation of the Rule of
Law as this will result inevitably in totalitari-
anism,

My function here today is to assist you as
far as I am able to in the search for truth. I
do helieve that one must work hard to ascer-
tain the facts and to find the truth. If in this
talk I have made you aware of some facts, 1
have achieved my uhjenti'.& Furthermore, if
I also provoke you into investigating further
for vourselves, 1 have Hl"l]l'E:‘l.ﬂli MOre SUCCess
than I could have hoped for and if you inves-
tigate for yourself, I submit to you that you,
too. will be very disturbed by what vou find.

Lawful action

You must determine what you can do. You
can show others the truth and tell them what
vou have learned. You and all of you can
and must take all lawful action of every kind
to spread the truth and express your whole-
hearted condemnation of the evil that exists
in South Africa. By your word and your ac-
tion you must encourage others to join in
unity with you to bring about whatever
changes you lawfully can.

Should vou fail to act or even refuse to act,
vour inaction and your silence is tantamount
to condonation and approval and you make
vourself a party to the wrongs perpetrated,

If you disapprove of the wrongs committed.
then vou must act. To vote against the Gov-
ernment takes but 5 minutes. To obtain and
publish the truth takes longer. To organise
protests, to join others and encourage all law-
ful protests using all the lawful means left to
us, involves you and commits you to a hard
and long struggle.

It is a struggle with which you may become
impatient and it will require your dedication,
a struggle in which you may not see results
and you will require faith. Above all, you
need courage and determination to go on.

But to know that such evil exists and to do
nothing is soul destroying. Change will not
come about by people wishing for it, but if
we persist, with courage, we shall overcome.
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THE WORD OF GOD IS NOT BOUND...

JOHN DAVIES

John Davies is the Anglican chaplain at the University of the Witwatersrand. He

preached this sermon in St. Mary’s Cathedral, Johannesburg on 13th April 1970.

at a service of prayer for justice and peace in South Africa, and for those people
detained in prison without trial.

J AM HEAR TONIGHT as a servant of the Word of God. | am not exercising a political role, be-

cause in the ordinary sense of the world, | have not political rights here: and | do not want
political rights if they are offered to me and not to so many other people in the country. Insofar
as | am an inhabitant of this country, indeed of this world, | am bound. Insofar as | am a servant (as
we are all called o be) of God's word, | am not bound: here in this fellowship we discover and as-
sert a freedom which we may not be able to find in many other places. The Church, for instance,
has and uses a freedom to enable the two of us speaking here today to meet and be in relaﬁunshci]p
with each other. Just at that level, the word of God, the word spoken between those who are friends
in the faith and who share a common humanity, that word is not bound.

he word of God comes to us as an alarm, man, political man, religious man, and man

a revolution. All through history. and in the mass, against the God of righteousness

not only in our own time and place, men have focuses in on Jesus, dying between two ban-

thought of God as the supporter of their own dits, what we in these days might call ter-
power: they have thought that he stands for rorists,

the particular system of society which hap-

Eens to have power: they have thought that The curse of God

e stands for the particular section of society Now this is all God’s curse: it is there in
which finds it convenient to acknowledge the prophets and in Jesus, and in the apostles.
him : they have made him a tribal god, which But notice this. The curse of God is not a
is bound to support the status quo. But this curse of retaliation or bad temper: it 18 direc-
brings God into bondage to human groups: ted at people’s behaviour, not at people in their
it limits his word to what happens to fit the innermost selves. God's curse doesn’t come
power bearers: and against this it is a won- to deepen our gloom, or to minister to our
derful word of freedom to hear Isaiah 5, 16: desire for revenge, or to encourage hatred of
The holy God shows himself holy in righte- ourselves or others. The curse of God is a blow
ousness, for human freedom: it is directed at all that

It is not by power or glory or remoteness prevents us seeing people as they really are
or any such thing, it is not by the things that — it is directed against the fog of day to day
separate man from man, and establish privi- ha]:utu.?.l injustice, against the distorting lenses
lege and unprivilege but it is by righteousness of prejudice, against the frosted glass :JE ra-
and justice that God’s holiness is known. All cialism which _Eﬂ_ﬂthﬂ_ you to see a man’s col-
through the scriptures, the same warning-note our but net his individual features.
of freedom is sounded, that God’s chief kind These are the targets of God’s curse: and so
of holiness is the holiness of righteousness, of his curse is a blessing and a hope.

fairness, of a setting-right of the wrongs of .
society. And his justice is not the Old Bailey =~ Love, joy and peace

kind of justice, of blind impartiality, weigh- If we are controlled by the demons which
ing up questions which man chooses to bring God curses, our highest joy will be only the
forward. God's justice is his own act, break- cautious suspicious smile of the man who is
ing in on behalf of the enslaved and the op- satisfied that he is not as other men are: our
pressed. And so it often happened that GDdES best peace will be the uneasy security of the
spokesmen were chased and condemned by the man whose heart is in his private treasure
political bearers, like Elijah; hounded, dis- and his burglar bars: our profoundest love
trusted, and inearcerated by the will of the will be a kind of commercial award which our
_people, like Jeremiah ; rejected by religion as heart can give to the person who qualifies for
disturbers, subversive of the traditional way it, and can be taken back if the qualification
of life, like Amos. And all this reaction of turns out to be mistaken.
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These are the love and joy and the peace of
the devil: these are the love and the joy and
the peace which are valued around us: they
are in fetters: their adherents are in fetters,
but the word of Geod is not bound. The wor-
ship of God is not bound: and that is what
we are here for.

To celebrate a freedom

It is easy to come and mourn and reject
and protest against a system which deprives
people of freedom and upsets the image of
justice in this extraordinary way that we are
recalling at this gathering: it is easy to come
and pray for those 22 in their pain and lone-
liness and uncertainties. The difficult thing
is to worship: to rejoice: to celebrate our
freedom : to proclaim and to bless the charac-
ter of the God of righteousness. Yet some-
how this is what we must do.

We are not celebrating our freedom as op-
posed to their incarceration. We are celebrat-
ing a freedom which, deep down, is theirs and
ours, we are celebrating it in such a way that
somehow it will seep through those walls of
bricks and mortar and infest those who are
inside, so that they will somehow feel a free-
dom and a confidence which may be denied
by their environment and by ours — but yet
is the truest thing about them. How this
works, I don’t know: but somehow it can
work: I know a man who was a Prisoner of
War: he was very deep indeed in gloom and
depreszion and was conzcious only of his com-
plete inability to do anything or be anything:
then one day he realised that this was not the
only truth about himself, that he had a tiny
area of freedom, to be in some sense a ser-
vant of other people, and he became an agent
of encouragement and a resource for a number
of others in his place of imprisonment. Years
later he discovered that, just at that time, a
sroup of Christians hundreds of miles away,
had started praying for him by name.

This may not be too far away from the
situation of these 22: we do not know what
is happening to them: we do not know what
has led them, in the first place, to being where
they are. We do know that the State’s mach-
inery took about six months to get them on
trial, from the time that they were first de-
tained, and even after all that time, the State’s
charges were eventually withdrawn and they
were formally declared innocent: they are in-
nocent of the charges which have so far been
brought against them. Now they are being
held under conditions which are far more
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severe than those they would be experiencing
if they had been found guilty and imprisoned.

We mourn for this: we mourn for their {a-
milies who have been deprived of their fellow-
ship and support: we mourn for these people
themselves who do not even have the prison-
er’s usual privileges of knowing why they are
there and the date of their release. We mourn
the lack of peace in South Africa which causes
people to feel that a Terrorism Act is neces-
sary. We mourn the lack of justice, which is
inevitably damaged when the basic principles
of the rule of law are bypassed.

A religious judgement

If the court’s massive care and learning,
exercised in accordance with its customary tra-
ditions, results in a verdict of not guilty, and
then the effect of this verdict is immediately
overruled and the acquitted are immediately
incarcerated again, and eight weeks pass with
no charges being brought against them, this
surely is bringing the Court into contempt?
Now this is a religious judgement: the wis-
dom and skill represented by the convention-
al process of justice are among the best things
which man has devised in obedience to Gnﬁs
commandment to man to have dominion over
the earth and 1o exercise power within it.
Jesus himself stood out quite specifically for
the ordinary principles of justice, in his own
trial. More than once, he recalled the law’s
agents to the ordinary procedures of law: and
his word stands as a guideline: he was treated
as guilty before he was found guilty: he was
struck and hit, before his words had been
assessed ; and he answered : “If I spoke amiss,
state it in evidenece: if not, why do vou strike
me?” In his obedience to the law of God,
Jesus questioned and protested against man’s
misuse of the law of man. This is part of
the Gospel. Jesus stood for the righteousness
and truth of God: he was prepared to be po-
werless and even lifeless, rather than connive
at a position which gave first place to the
might of the power bearers rather than to the
justice of God. This was his freedom: and
it is our freedom also.

We may not have much power: we may
have more than we realise. We may not have
much freedom: we may have more than we
realise.

The promise to Christ’s followers was not
that they would have great power, status and
security, but that they would have freedom—
the word of God is not bound. As a pastor
said in Nazi Germany: “I must not keep
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“But I deny the right of a State which styles "
itself Western, democratic and Christian to
protect freedom by abolishing it, to protect
law and order by eradicating from its fab-
rie the very basis and spirit of the rule of
law, to protect those rights which we in the
West regard as worth protecting and cher-
ishing, by denving them to those who need
them most.”

Dr. Barend van Niekerk.
Johannesburg, 26th May 1970.

quiet -— and you must not keep quiet. And
if you ecan no longer speak, them you must
sing, and if vou are not allowed to sing you
must be a witness by your silence.” Our free-
dom is. in all sorts of ways, limited; we are
in an antipermissive society — you can tell
that because you have to have so many per-
mits. We may feel that we are living only in
the gaps of the prohibitions. Yet the pro-
hibitor is the bound man: the gaoler is the
tied man. Paul had the freedom in prison to
think, pray, write, sing and love:: the gaoler
had the freedom only to he a gaoler. Too
often we use our lack of freedom as an excuse
for not acting, instead of taking what there is.
Another man with deep experience of modern
tvrannies both Nazi and Communist, who had
vears of experience as a prisunﬂr. wrote “The
saying of Jesus that we must give account of
every word we utter might be rephrased that
we must give account of every freedom, even
every minimum of freedom of action, that has
heen given to us.” This of course includes a
freedom, not only te live within the loopholes
of the prohibitions but to treat them as Jesus
did, to see where they are merely human bar-
riers and where they are truly laws in God’s
sense.

Easter worship

Remember Jesus Christ risen from the dead ;
the word of God is not bound. We meet in
Eastertide : this service is Easter worship, for
it is Christian worship: if it is not Easter
worship it isn’t worship at all and it isn’t
Christian. We remember how freedom met
all the forces of tyranny in religion and state
and people, head on; it suffered and died and
then proved its "i.-al][llt‘f by rising from death
and deadness. His kind of freedom does not
put up another barrier, dividing man into free
and unfree : his kind of righteousness does not
divide men into righteousness and unrighte-
ousness. He comes for both: he suffers for
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both, he dies for both, he lives for both. His
kind of freedom, therefore, his kind of jus
tice, his kind of peace may well make us feel
that our freedom, our justice, our peace are
feeble and helplessly inadequate. Here we are
offered freedom for the unfree, justice for the
unjust, peace for the enemies of peace: and
this includes all of us: but this i1s what we
are seeking, what we believe for ourselves and
our country : and for those 22

A wonder and a joy

It is our duty to insist that this is so: it i3
our duty to protest that this is so. in the face
of so much that is deceptive peace, partial jus-
tice, and curtailed freedom: it is our right to
live according to God's righteousness and ac-
cording to the kind of brotherhood that God
in Christ has made for us. But it 1s more
than just a duty and a right: it should some-
how be a wonder and a joyv to know that we
can obey God rather than men. knowing that
we live by the word of God whiech is not
bound. We go up and down the streets of
Johannesburg these days. and see grim and
yet grimmer portraits of ﬂeverelj-dedmatecl
looking men who are trying to extract votes
from the few who have votes to bother about.
Dedication and commitment are fine. But
there is something more that should be in us.
not only for our own sake but for the sake of
those 22 and of all others for whom we care.
I don’t know how to describe it: but maybe
there was that extra something in the eyes of
the man who could say. as he descended into
the storm centre of history. where all law and
all freedom, all peace and all justice, seemed

to be ahandﬂned — there was the extra light
in the eyes of him who could say at such a
time ““Courage — the vietory is mine. [

have overcome the world.”

Ii=

APOLOGY

On Page 21 of the February issue of the
Sash there is an error. “Schools in Soweto
are instructed not to accept any money for
the building of classrooms from philanthro-
pic individuals and institutions.”

This was a misunderstanding and the
directive in question merely requested that
such offers were channelled through the
authorities so that they might be put to
the most efficient use, and by the schools
most in need.

|  We apologise for this misinformation,
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Lﬂsl year three men died in a police van

while being transported from prison to
Court for trial. On 3rd April, 1969 the
Minister of Police announced that he would
appoint an inter-departmental committee of
ingquiry to investigate all the circumstances
related to, and giving rise to the incident.

On the 13th February, 1970 Mr. M. L.
Mitchell asked the Minister in Parliament
whether he would lay the report of the
committee on the Table of the House. The
Minister replied: “*No, because it contains
information which it is not in the public
interest to disclose. It is, however, my
intention to make a statement to the House
during the second reading debate of the
Part Appropriation Bill.”

The Black Sash wrote the following let-
ter to the Minister of Police on the 18th
February, 1970,

Sir,

As citizens of South Africa we feel com-
pelled to express our strong condemnation
of your refusal to make public the findings
of the Committee of Inquiry into the police
van deaths.

We can only assume that this refusal
was motivated by a desire to shield the au-
thorities responsible and that this could
only be considered necessary because the
findings of the committee are so horrifving
that the public would be outraged.

We fail to understand how the public
interest could in any way be ill-served by
the publication of the findings. Only those
responsible might be ill-served, but as they
are the servants of the public, paid for by
public money, it is the right of the public
to be kept informed of their activities,

Three men died while in the care of the
Police. Transgressions by the South Afri-
can Police are the concern of South Afri-
can citizens. To deny them the informa-
tion is to treat them with contempt, which
ill becomes a Minister who is an elected
representative,

We object to the manner in which Minis-
ters shelter behind the so-called interesis
of State or Public when refusing to reply to
legitimate questions put in Parliament. We
ask that the findings of the Committee be
published in order to set the minds of the
public at rest.

The Black Sash, May 1870

17

We wondered what would happen, while they
were building the new National Road,

To the people who lived in the houses running

along the top

Of the old, original road

Which was being closed up.

those people

Go about their daily lives, and their work, and

their shopping

And their going to Church

If the road was all closed up?

For how could

We forgot for the moment we lived in this
country,

For this country produced, as always, its unique
answer

To this worrying matter.

It pushed away the Coloured people who had
lived in those houses over the long, long years,
And pulled their houses all down.

Smart, hey?

Barbara Wilks.

From the Cape Western Report

Municipal Yoters Roll:

The Cape Western Region was shocked at
the Prime Minister’s announcement in the
House of Assembly to the effect that legisla-
tion would be proposed in the Provincial
Council to alter voting qualifications in Mu-
nicipal elections, These proposed changes
would disenfranchise all Coloured persons and
all ratepayers who are not on the Parliamen-
tary electoral roll — i.e. all foreigners, many
of whom are permanent residents. Members
of the Regional Council attended the Cape
Town City Council’s discussion on this ques-
tion and also the debate of the Congress of
Cape Provinece Municipal Associations. The
Black Sash was instrumental in obtaining sig-
natures to a petition to the Mayor of Cape
Town asking him to call a ratepayers’ meeting
to discuss these proposals. The petition was
presented to the Mayor by Mrs. Joyce Newton-
Thompson, Dr. J. P. Duminy and Dr. F. C.
Robb, and it is hoped that a meeting will be
called now that the election is over.

The Athlone Advice Office has dealt with
383 cases in the last six month invelving 871
interviews. We have a steady stream of Afri-
can women who wish to live with their quali-
fied husbands but for some technical reason
are refused permission to do so.
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To Play or Not To Play

ELIZABETH CONN

Mrs. Conn was a South African until a few years ago. She now lives in Scotland.

In this article she discusses the effects the Stop the Tour campaign has had on

ordinary people in Britain who have not been invelved actively in the protests
but who now have been forced to consider the issues involved.

THAT WAS THE QUESTION facing every

Rugby player in any British team schedul-
ed to play against the Springboks during their
recent tour here. And that is the question
which now faces the MCC players placed in a
similar position. Is it more noble to waive
aside what many would term “Political pro-
paganda”, and show hospitality to teams from
all nations, regardless of their country’s poli-
ties, or to stand up and be counted, and re-
fuse to play any one team for any specific
reason? One cannot blame the majority of
British players for choosing the former
course : many would argue that by refusing to
play the Springboks, you are making mat-
ters worse for South Africans as a whole, and
driving the South African Government to be-
come even more resolute in its grim deter-
mination to carry out its policies.

Profound influence

Be that as it may, the Springboks” tour had
one profound influence on the British people;

- it set us all thinking and discussing, and
for that reason alone, we are grateful. For
no matter what our opinions or beliefs on the
subject of Race may have been, we have heard
the other man’s point of view: we have ques-
tioned our own attitudes, and indeed, we have
realised that here in Britain we are by no
means blameless in this sphere. We have a
problem too, and diserimination in Clubs and
at work is no more acceptable than discrimin-
ation in sport. The Springboks’ tour has
siven us a chance to get matters straight, to
throw light on misconceptions. and to start a
snowball of eduecation throughout the coun-
try. It may have come just in time: we
hope that it has not come too late, for as
Lord Macleod pointed out in a recent speech,
our only hope for the future is in mass edu-
cation. Unless we develop in our own child-
ren, a healthy attitude towards Race and Co-
lour, our great grandchildren may ask piti-
fully, “Mummy, WHY was I born white?”

In a country such as this, where you sel-
dom come in contact with a black face, unless
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vou live in a City, how do you start to deve-
lop in children, the correct attitude towards
Colour? In the past, education as regards
Race has been completely overlooked, and
comments, such as those which follow, were
all too common amongst the “educated” sec-
tor of the British publie. “If ‘the blacks’
were allowed to compete in South African
sport, none of them would be in a Rugby
team anyway; I'm told that they have not the
potential”. If White children were denied
first-class coaching in all sports and had al-
ways to play on inferior pitches and courts
ete. would they show mueh potential?

*“I have a friend who married a South Afri-
can and went to live out there; she was all
against ‘this apartheid business’, until they ex-
perienced pilfering on two occasions, by their
own servants, Now she feels that the South
African Government * has got something’.”
But Whites steal too.

“I am told that ‘the blacks’ have smaller
brains than ourselves, and that they are more-
or-less 1neducable.™

A Don at Oxford was asked recently to name
the three greatest classical scholas; “three
Africans”, was his reply.

Sportsmen argue that we play the Russian
leams, but we deplore their country’s inva-
sion of Czechoslovakia., We play the Greeks,
but we do not hold with the policies of their
Government. We have always played all-white
South African teams in the past, so why don’t
we continue to play them, and say no more
about it?

A grave situation

The answer is straightforward; we have
played all-white teams from South Africa un-
questioningly in the past, because we didn’t
know any better. In a remote way, we knew
of the policies of the Nationalist Government
in South Africa, but we never considered the
implications, Omnly recently has the gravity
of the political situation in South Africa been
brought to the attention of the whole world,
and therefore we have no excuse to continue
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to play South African teams unquestioningly.
Here we have a unique situation in sport; a
Rugby team sent from South Africa, but only
representing less than one-fifth of the popu-
lation of that country. By his policy of dis-
crimination against the majority of South
African citizens, and by refusing to let them
compete freely with the white minority in
sport, it is Mr. Vorster and his Government
who have introduced polities into sport. We
often hear that the South African Government
objects to interference with her internal af-
fairs, and yet this same Government imposes
restrictions on visiting International teams,
because of the colour of their players. The
Springbok team which was sent to Britain,
was an all-white, non-representative team, and
that is why there were demonstrations: that
15 also why we question whether we should
compete with any South African team in the
future, and even carry the matter into the
field of Business.

Freedom of expression

These are the thoughts with which the
Springboks have left us. We now under-
stand the plight of South Africa, and we now
value all the more, the freedom of thought,
of expression and of speech in this country.
Our demonstrations may have little or no
effect on either the Government of South Af-
rica, or on its people, but can we honestly
have dealings with a Government whose poli-

cies are so short-sighted and so narrow that
they hold little hope for the future?

In conclusion, let us clarify one point; the
der_lmnstrntﬂrs were not dominated by long-
haired youths, glad to have something to shout
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about. It is true to say that most demonstra-
tions have a fringe element out to make
trouble, regardless of the cause. But the de-
monstrators in Britain who had the greatest
influence on the publie, and who gained the
most support, were the sincere, quiet people,
who interfered neither with play nor with
individuals, but who provided information,
and appealed to each and every conscience. In
this way, they sincerely believed that they
could offer some support to the few remain-
ing white people in South Africa who have the
courage of their convictions, and who, despite
their lack of freedom, refuse to be driven with
the crowd by fear, into the Nationalist laager.
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HEALTH, WEALTH AND THE PURSUIT OF HAPPINESS ?

DI DAVIS

Mrs. Davis is a prominent member of the Black Sash in Port Elizabeth,

"THE PROTECTION OF A NATION'S HEALTH is, in the long run, cheaper, more effective and

more humane [if less spectacular) than the provision of hospital services and costly forms of treat-
ment for all those whose health we have failed to preserve. Frobably not one of us is so lacking in
common humanity that he would begrudge a starving child the proverbial crust of bread, but far too
many of us fail to understand that a diet of bread or more usually — mieliepap, while it may stay
the pangs of hunger, exposes both children and adults to direct attack by a sinister array of what are

now known as deficiency diseases.

Malnutrition is not just being hungry (a
natural state that many of the affluent might
henefit from experiencing occasionally): it
is a long standing deprivation of those food-
stuffs es=ential for the maintenance and well.
being of hoth mind and body. In an extreme
form it causes the dreaded kwashiorkor and
paves the way [or pellegra, tuberculosis, anae-
mia. cirrhosis and cancer of the liver. and
even some forms of mental diseases. It pre-
disposes people to chronic ailments which may
only manifest themselves in later years. It
makes children unable to learn and adults un-
able to work efficiently. It undermines the
spirit and morale of those who suffer from it.

The advanced countries of the Western
world are successfully eliminating these avoid-
ahle evils. But here, in South Africa. despite
our natural resources and technical know-how.
many of these are on the increase. Take for
example T.B. — in 1968 there were 70004
reported cases — 59,000 of them Africans. A
worse situation than existed ten vears ago.
70.000 is the population of a bhig town. This
1= alarming.

There is na doubit that much is being done
in this country to treat disease and to allevi-
ate suffering once it has reached the stage of
an incapacitating pathological condition. But
isn’t this putting the cart before the horse in
a very reckless fashion? Why are we so un-
realistic? The fact is that ideological consi-
derations have blinded the Government to its
responsibilities in the matter of preserving the
phy=ical and mental health of the non-Whites.
Group areas, job reservation, re-settlement
schemes {as at Morsgat } and all the other 1m-
plementations of apartheid. however rational
some of them may appear on paper, are ac-
tively promoting the spread of deficiency
diseases, putting an unnecessary strain on our
medieal services and accelerating the vieious
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eyele of poverty, ignorance, hunger, ineffici-
ency and apathy which must ultimately under-
mine the whole structure of our society. One
must give a thought to mental health which
depends in large part on the stability of family
life, Though family life may be said to be
breaking down in many sectors of the white
eommunity, nothing is so dangerous as the
deliberate disruption of the African family
lite which we see all about us in South Afriea
tnday,

When despairing mission doctors protest
against the social conditions that fill their
hospital beds with dving children, their state-
ments are discredited and their motives im-
pugned by well-fed Government spokesmen,
who claim that malnutrition i1s merely a mat-
ter of wilful ignorance. Simple people are
ignorant but even a dog given the choice be-

APRIL FOOLS DAY By Bob Connolly
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tween a bowl of porridge and a piece of meat
has the good sense to help himself to the more
nutritious food. Similarly if the protective
foods are within their means people will eat
them. It is callous to advise an ill and under.
nourished person to eat “more fruit, eggs and
diary products” when he has no money with
which to buy them.

A conseientious housewife sees to it that
her family, her servants and her pet animals
receive enough meat, milk and vitamins to
keep them all healthy. It is not her duty, how-
ever, nor is it in her power to care for the
whole nation. An enlightened Government,
however, is a householder on a national scale,
[t recognises a duty and it has the power to
ensure that every member of the community
is adequately fed and protected from disease,

Puerto Rico experiment

We could learn from the Puerto Rico ex-
periment — where a round table consultation
of all Ministerial Departments resulted in
priority given to first needs first — how to
deal with poverty and bad health amongst the
people. The situation here is above party
politics and it might be suggested that in
South Africa all departments should get to-
gether — Education, Bantu Affairs, Coloured
Affairs, Economics and Labour, Health, So-

“Nobody knows what is happening to
them or what will happen to them. Nobody
even knows whether thev are still alive.

Hermann Koch.

Johannesburg, 26th May 1970.

cial Welfare and Pensions, Land and Agricul-
ture — in fact the lot. To try and promote
intensive educational programmes for all —
children and adults. But an undernourished
person is apathetic as we have said before and
therefore school feeding schemes should he
reintroduced — minimum wage scales laid
down. pensions raised. job reservation abol-
ished to allow all people to he free to claim
their birthright—a fair chance to grow strong
and well in body and in mind — to be able to
enjoy their leisure and their work, knowing
that their labour was providing not only the
daily bread but the good balanced diet all sec-
tions of the population need and deserve.

Below the P.D.L.

statistics do not attract the reader’s atten-
tion, but the fact that 80% of our total popu-
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lation lives below the poverty datum lines is
a shock. This means that millions of fami-
lies of man, wife and three children do not
even earn enough to buy the bare essentials
of food during the month.

This problem of T.B. and malnutrition and
all the other deficiency diseases, demands the
immediate and urgent attention of the best
brains of the country at all levels as indicated.
As well as a real desire to improve matters,
we should declare war on malnutrition and
its causes; we all know and are amazed at
what can be done during a war when emergen-
cies are given top consideration — this time
the money spent would be countless millions
saved in the long run. This is something we
simply cannot afford to be mean and short
sighted about.

WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK by Bob ConmeMy
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On 11th April, 1970 Mr. Eli Weinberg and
Mr. Ivan Schermbrucker were released from
jail after serving five year prison sentences
on charges under the Suppression of Com-
munism Act. They were immediately served
with house arrest and banning orders which
confine them to their homes from early even-
ing to morning and during weekends, and pro-
hibit them from attending any gatherings —
defined as any gathering, social or otherwise
of more than two people.

—
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The Group Areas Tragedy

ROB ROBERTSON

Mr. Robertson is the Minister in charge of the Stirling and North End Presby-
terian Churches in East London and is a concerned and tireless worker in the
field of race relations in that city.

TIIE CITY OF EAST LONDON has been
conscience-stricken over the zoning of
heaches carried out under imstructions from
the Provincial Administration. For those
classified as non-White it was a bitter Christ*
mas shock. But for those classified as White
it was worse — it was a moral disgrace. A
score of letters to the Press together with the
amazing response to the beach transport ap-
peal indicated how deeply this was felt.
Little do we realise that something far
more disgraceful is taking place without any
protest from the White community. It is not
as obvious as the exclusion of people from
beaches, but while a man and his family can
survive without beaches they cannot survive
without a livelihood ;: and precisely this loss is
threatening many Indian and Chinese families
today.

Dreadful Christmas present

On December 15, 1967, the greater part of
East London was declared a White group area.
while existing Coloured townships were de-
clared Coloured areas. For other “‘race groups”
it was a Christmas present far more dreadful
than the beach zoning proclamation.

Under this declaration, 347 Coloured fami-
lies.247 Indian families and nine Chinese fa-
milies have to move. This means about 3,000
people. In contrast not a single White family
has to move.

This is typical of the way the Group Areas
Act, has, out of all proportion, struck hardest
at the non-White communities. Group Areas
proclamations in the Cape Peninsula up to
August, 1968, made it necessary for 22.000
(Coloured families, 900 Indian and 21 Chinese
families to move. In contrast only 50 White
families were affected.

It is those sections of the population which
are economically weakest that are forced to
start again, usually at greater distances from
their places of employment, and their num-
bers are astronomical compared with the pri-
vileged Whites affected. Can such a system
lay any claim to justice?

In East London, the eity with a tender con-
science, this is being done on an even more
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discriminatory basis. Another Group Areas
proclamation followed on August 8, 1969,
making a further portion of the North End
exclusively White, The Department of Com-
munity Development has not yet made a sur-
vey of the numbers affected, but it 1s estimat-
ed that a further 500 non-White families are
involved. Again, not a single White family
is disqualified.

The Department of Community Develop-
ment is, of course, also re-developing the
North End and has expropriated White pro-
perties as well as those of Coloureds and Indi-
ans. But this is not the same thing as Group
Areas,

These expropriations and the subsequent
high rentals, uncontrolled by the Rent Board,
have impelled many to move. DBut when a
White family moves out of a Community De-
velopment house in the North End another
White family can move in. In the case of a
non-White moving out his place can only be
taken by a White, because of the Group Areas
proclamation. Thus the housing problem is
made all the more acute for non-Whites while
it is eased for Whites.

Squeezing them out?

The position is made desperate for Chinese
and Indians because no Group Area has yet
heen proclaimed for them, vet their proper-
ties are being expropriated. Where d]; they
eo0? They have no appeal against the level of
rental they must pay. Is this an attempt to
squeeze them out of the Cape Province?

In the 28 months ending December, 1969,
the number of Asiatic families on the waiting
list for municipal housing rose from 67 to 90,
an increase of 34 per cent in just over two
vears, At the beginning of this year there
were more than 500 Coloured families on the
waiting list. The corresponding figure for
Whites is 268. This may sound a comparable
figure, but it represents only two per cent of
the White community while the figures for
Coloureds and Asiatics represent a least 20 per
cent of each of these communities. One out
of every five families is “living-in” with some
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other family, and this has been the situation
for many years., It is the fruit of the Group
Areas Act.

Effect on business

How will Group Areas affect non-White
businesses? This is where even more harm is
done to the Chinese and Indian communities.
If one’s residence is removed far away onme
can always travel to work. But if one’s busi-
ness is removed far away few patrons are like-
ly to follow it.

The Group Areas Board has proposed a
small mixed-irading area in the North End,
much of which is already occupied by Wilson-
Rowntree. Of the 45 Chinese businesses in
the city only seven are in this area and there-
fore not disqualified by the two above-men-
tioned Group Areas proclamations . Of the
35 Indian-owned businesses only five are in
this mixed trading area.

Thus 88 of the 100 Indian and Chinese bu-
sinesses in East London will have to move or
close down.

But, since this mixed trading area has not
yet been proclaimed, only the boldest business-
man who finds himself disqualified will ven-
ture to move there at this stage. The uncer-
tainty of whether they will have to move has
hung over these owners since the Group Areas
Act was passed in 1950. Now they know that

they must move, but the uncertainty of where

to go has already lasted another two vyears.
Who would like to do business under those
circumstances ?

Heirs may not inherit

These disqualified Indian and Chinese are
not forced to sell their businesses, but there
apparently comes a time when they are no
longer able to occupy the premises and they
have to let the property to a White person.
When an Indian or Chinese owner dies his
heirs may not inherit the property.

If the owner has not sold within five years
of the date of the proclamation that disquali-
fies him, then he is compelled to become a
partner with the Community Development

—

“ “How safe is a State in which law abiding people, judged and pronounced to
be law-abiding by a competent court, can be spirited away and not only
denied any access to friends and relatives but also denied any redress or hope

of it?”

Hermann Koch, Johannesburg, 26th May 1970.
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Board which thereafter receives a proportion
of whatever price the business may fetch
above a basic value established at the time of
the Group Areas proclamation.

The Community Development Board also
guarantees a depreciation contribution if the
property is sold for less than the basie value,
but with constantly appreciating values there
is not much comfort in this provision.

Ruin

It is obvious that the 88 businesses that
must move cannot all survive in the small
mixed trading area — if it is so proclaimed.
Families must face the end of a business that
has been theirs perhaps for generations and
must learn new occupations. It looks like
ruin for many of them and a great set-back
to their communities.

Whites will no doubt move in to take over
these business opportunities in the suburbs of
East London. Patrons will find, however, that
they do not get the same service that Asiatics
have given nor the same genial credit facili-
ties.

The reaction to beach zoning indicated that
many Whites in East London want to help
those who are harassed by racial legislation.
What can they do for the Indian and Chinese
trader?

Our answer is to continue their patronage
even if it means travelling across the city to
do so.

We need to look deeper and to realise that
the system of treating people according to race,
and not according to their common humanity
and their natural abilities, is the root cause
of this injustice and hardship. The injustice
and hardship will net end, and it will be on
our conscience, until the system of racial dis-
crimination is abandoned.

Reprinted from the
Daily Dispatch, East London.

Copies of a booklet on “Preliminary infor-
mation for those affected by Group Areas pro-
clamations” can be obtained from the Rev.
Robertson at 10 Park Avenue, East London.

—_—
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Apartheid Alphabet

is for Apartheid. a dream of despair,
pretending that most of our folk are not
there,

is for Bantustans erowded and bare
*Homelands™ to those who have never
heen there.

is for Current Affairs and its views
as slanted and filtered as SAB News.

is for Democracy in whose noble name
the rights of our people are lost, to our
shame,

for Eduecation, schools closed at nights,
Costly for Blacks but free for the Whites,

is for Family the group based on love
destroyed for Black millions by laws from
“above”,

for Group Areas, drab townships on sand

uprooting a million throughout the land.

is the Horror, outrage and frustration
when whole lives are changed by race
classification.

is the irony of White Immigration

while refusing opportunity to our own
population.

is for jobs, “reserved”, and the will
to prevent cager workers from learning a

skill.

is for Kleurling, who voted for Labour
but found that Tom Swartz was really in
favour.

is for Labour, the migratory system

as units or people, how shall we list 'em?
for the Mines where all colours unite
work for the Black, and gold for the
White,

for Non-Whites whose skin colours imply
exclusion from most things but pie in the
sky.

for Old Age hedged with love and with
care

but on pensions for Africans the cuphoard
is bare.

is for Pass Laws “abolished” by law

but the people arrested increase all the
more,

is the sign that the Blacks know so well
for permits, for buses; when they buy or
they sell,
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IN THE DOGHOUSE

is for Race. of our laws it's the basis
condemning the bulk for the hue of their
faces.

15 for Senate so disgracefully packed
Till the rights of the people were lost in
the Act.

for Trade Unions. restricted to Whites
leaving the Africans no protection of
rights,

for Universities. fed with mock tribal fare.
lose standards and knowledge when there’s
none to compare,

for the Vagrants. created by law
to live anywhere they've no right any-
more.

15 for Wages. too low for survival
Regulations ensure that the Black shall
not rival.

is the sign that voters can use
to alter all this. So what will you choose?

is for vou.
What will you do?

is the Zeal with which we campaign
against all Apartheid again and again.

Mary Birt.
Reprinted from the Cape Argus.

by Bob Connolly
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Separate to Recreate

A study of Recreational facilities available to
Coloured People in Cape Town

This paper was prepared by the Claremont Branch of the Cape Western Region
of the Black Sash.

hen the idea for this Fact Paper originated in Claremont Branch, a complete survey of the Cape

Peninsula was intended, taking in the African as well as the Coloured citizens of Cape Town.

But, depending as we do, on time given by already busy people, we have found it impossible to cover
all the ground, even though restricting ourselves to the Coloured People.

However, from the information we have obtained and investigated, a prefty representative pic-
ture has emerged of how much Cape Town's Coloured citizens did in organising their own recrea-
tions before apartheid; and how far the Government policy of separation has affected their org-
anisation.

We have grouped these facilities under various headings and investigated the clubs and societies
which are representative of a particular field.

Music director in 1943, the Group has expanded
Here we have the Eoan Group under the tremendously am:! it is now +w:ﬂll known for its
direction of Mr. Sydow, probably the largest regular presentation of Italian Opera, produc-
and best known of non-White cultural organi- ed in conjunction *n_.wth Cape Town N[HFIIEIPEH].
sations. The Group is deservedly famed for Orchestra. The list of works dome in the
the high standard of its opera and ballet and bﬂﬂﬂ; drﬂl’ﬂﬂ: and musical sections makes im-
has undertaken two tours of South Africa, pressive reading, N
staging productions in other large centres. In 1963 serious fund-raising was commenc-

ed. With the help of generous donors and a
grant of R70,000 from the Coloured Affairs
Department, a new cultural centre will soon

The Eoan Group was started in 1933 by
Mrs. Helen Southern-Holt, as a eultural expan.
sion of the physical and mental well-being of

the Coloured PEUPIE- become a rﬂﬂllt}'—.

The first classes, held in a small room in Bursaries
District Six, were given to teachers, who had The Group offers bursaries for study at the
lessons in speech training and remedial exer- University of Cape Town or overseas. One of
cises. This small beginning has by now de- the students, Gordon Jephtas is being groom-
veloped into a great undertaking, with its own ed to take over from Dr. Manea.
constitution, buildings and a permanent mem- Administration is entirely in the hands of
bership of between 1,700 and 2,000. It is Coloured people. At present an annual grant
thought that over 50,000 children have bene- of R2,000 is received from the Cape Town
fited over the years. Municipality.

Today there are 10 branches, and from the The Eoan Group is net as popular with the
first activities of dancing. speech training, majority of Coloured people as formerly; for
publie speaking, and play reading, they pro- there is a strong feeling that it should refuse
ceeded to include ballet, and quite a number to play to segregated audiences. Its co-opera-
have entered the Roval Academy of Dancing tion with Government policy has of course
examination, Today there are two perman- improved its finanecial position, but has result-
ently paid teachers emploved from the Cape ed in the withdrawal of support by certain
Town University Ballet. sections who believe that the Group 1s being

Other activities run by the Group include a used as a shop window for apartheid policy.
Nursery Play Centre, and a Boy’s Club where The Spes Bona Orchestral & Choral Society
hoys have won prizes in physical culture dis- More generally known as the Spes Bona
plays. Cultural Society has been in existence since

Under Dr. Manca, who hecame musical 1915.
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In most cases societies like Spes Bona were
started through the combining interests of
White and non-White people. Today the Spes
Bona Cultural Society, under the direction of
Mr. Dan Ulster, is run entirely by a Coloured
committee and financed by the proceeds from
their productions.

At one time the orchestra had several white
instrumentalists and their contribution was re-
garded as most valuable, not only from the
orchestral point of view but also because of
their experience in organizational and other
spheres which their white background pro-
vided. Under the present legislation, this is
no longer permitted and the scope of the or-
chestra has been greatly curtailed as a result
of losing players of the less usual instruments.
Such instrumentalists are not available among
the older Coloured people, and the young peo-

ple find no inducement to study the purely

orchestral instruments,

Although in the past, the Group has pre-
sented a number of fullscale musical and
operatic performances, they have not been
working on any major productions recently.
chiefly owing to the difficulty of obtaining a
suitable venue.

In the past, they were able to use the cen-
trally situated and well equipped Claremont
Civie Centre, but now have access only to
Wynberg and Woodstock town halls, under
permit, and the civic centres of the outlying
Coloured townships, Apart from transporta-
tion costs and difficulties for both perform-
ers and audience, these civic centres are not
equipped for performances on any scale, hav-
ing inadequate dressing rooms and no stage
lighting facilities at all.

Choirs

The Coloured people of Cape Town have al-
ways been noted for their love of singing.
particularly in its choirs. Many of us are
familiar with the choirs which used to come
round the suburbs on Christmas Eve — often
in the small hours of Christmas morning!
They have become fewer and fewer, partly due
to the sophistication of our age, but much
more due to the scattering of communities by
Group Areas Removals and the distances to
he travelled under often unsafe conditions —
late at night,

There are, however, many Church choirs
of mixed voices which practise very regularly,
hesides male voice choirs. One of the best
known of the latter is the Peninsula Choris-
ters under the direction of Mr. Ron Thebus of
Wynberg. They are a joy to listen to.
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The Cape Choral Federated Union

This comprises four separate choral unions
under the presidency of Mr. J. J. Stuurman.
The fifth union has had to disband because
its choirs and personnel have become so scat-
tered through Group Areas Removals. All
choirs in the Federation consist of men and
women and may not have less than 45 mem-
bers. They sing 4 part music of the great
composers — for instance, Haydn’s Creation
and have a competition every two years. This
used to be held sometimes in Paarl or Stel-
lenbosch. but the halls available there are no
longer big enough to accommodate all the
choirs and audience — so for the last 10 years
the competition has been held in the City Hall,
Cape Town. The first one was in June 1969,
and there was no restriction on Europeans at-
tending in the audience.

It is interesting to mote that Mr. Stuurman
was emphatic that the choral unions had no-
thing whatever to do with the Christmas
choirs and the Coons — a spentaneous and
colourful feature of New Year in Cape Town.
Capetonians are saddened by their commer-
cialisation,

Group Areas removals have dispersed many

“Available manpower must
be used as productively and

efficiently as possible
within the framework of
existing Government policy.
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of the bands. Besides this the educated Col-
oured people of today tend to look down on
their performance as being undignified while
the word “Coon™ has come to have an almost
derogatory meaning.

Drama

This sphere seems to be limited to schools,
with the exception of the Nova Players in
Wynberg. This dramatic group was started
by Mr, Ivan Fredericks as a fund raising org-
anisation for local charities. The Nova Play-
ers usually produce one three-act play and a
programme of sketches or one-act plays per
year, This year they are putting on “Letter
from a General” at the Woodstock Town Hall.
At present the Society numbers about 50 mem-
bers, who pay a subseription of 50¢c.  Rehear-
sals are held in a church hall, but they are
finding themselves handicapped by the lack
of suitable venues for their productions — as
is the Spes Bona Society.

At the Athlone High School, Miss Rose
Erlich, helps with the teaching of speech
and drama, and Mr. Roussouw. of Liv-
ingstone High School, encourages his pupils
in dramatic art, and has had several success-
ful productions.

Community Centres and welfare organisa-
tions, such as Shawco, also run small drama
groups.

There is a Gilbert and Sullivan Society in
Athlone.

The Art Communication Centre

A group to co-ordinate the arts was started
entirely by Coloured people in Athlone, in
early 1967. The original membership of 10
has increased to 60. It is for adults, the object
being to promote communication between the
various art forms, the critics and the publie.

The Society is accommodated at present in
a building owned by them, which is very in-
adequate. They have plans for removations,
for which funds are being collected.

One drama class is held per week, in the
evening, graphic art on Sunday mornings. The
group is quite independent of local authorities.

The Arts Club

Is a small informal group under the chair-
manship of Mr. Samson, who meet regularly
to hear talks and hold discussions on art
forms.

The Children's Art Centre
Situated at 17 Victoria Walk, Woodstock,

is the Coloured people’s counterpart of the
Frank Joubert Art Centre in Rondebosch. It
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was started in 1945 in a Chapel Street hall,
by Miss Strydom and Mr, Veldsman in an
attempt to keep children off the street, as there
had been talk of reformatories needed for the
Woodstock area. Mr. McKie was the first
principal. They were helped by Rotary, who
cave them £100. On the day they opened
they enrolled 300 children. Until 1964 the
Children’s Art Centre was registered under the
Cape Department of Education. Since then
it has been under Coloured Affairs. Today,
with Mr. Hopley as Principal, they have 818
pupils. These are drawn from schools in the
area who send regular classes in the morning,
There are also extramural classes in the after-
noons and classes for adults in the evenings.

A small charge is made to those who can
afford it. A wide range of artistic work is on
display. Some examples were on exhibition
at the Trade Fair in Bulawayo, at the request
of the Department of Information. There are
also items on display in Mexico and the Centre
has this year been invited to send work to the
first International Biennial for Child Art in
Buenos Aires.

Pupils from this centre have done well on
several occasions, notably the SANTAM com-
petition when they shared the Group prize
with the Frank Joubert Art Centre. Besides
winning ten prizes out of 13,000 entries, one
of which was judged outstanding, they also
took first prize in the Kirstenbosch poster
competition. One past pupil is overseas do-
ing fabrie design and two are at Michaelis, one
in his 4th year, who hopes to win a bursary
to Hamburg next year.

There is universal concern in Cape Town,
among artists, and all who care about child-
ren and art, that this flourishing centre must
close on December 31st to make way for ex-
pansion of the Woodstock Hospital. This
instruction has come from the Coloured Af-
fairs Department. No other accommodation
is being considered for its continuance except
that by the end of 1973 an art centre is en-
visaged at the Hewat Training College in Ath-
lone. “This does not remove the urgent need
for the immediate continuation in other pre-
mises of the services provided by the Wood-
stock Art Centre” —- 1o quote Prof. Lippy
Lipshitz of the Michaelis Art School. Not
only children, but adults too will suffer by
the removal of this Art Centre.

The Athlone Art Association

This has been running for about six years
and is supported mainly by Primary School
teachers in art. They have meetings with speak-
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ers, organise exhibitions and art classes for
children on Saturday mornings. They are
hoping to expand their activities,

The Peninsula Eisteddfodd

A group of 5 people under the chairman-
ship of Mr. 5. W. Samson were responsible for
the formation of the Peninsula Eisteddfodd in
1966( as the result of spontaneous demand
from schools and other sources who found
themselves excluded from the Cape Town
Eisteddfodd through apartheid policy.

The first Peninsula Eisteddfodd took place
in 1967 and the sections provided were Arts
and Crafts, Dancing, Music, Speech and
Drama.

The total number of entries for 1967 was
091, while this year, 1969, over 4000 children
are taking part.

Preliminaries take place in some schools
though boycotted by others who feel there
should be only one, multi-racial Eisteddfodd.

Highly qualified adjudicators assist, tro-
phies are awarded in all sections and the org-
anisers are able to offer eight bursaries a year.
Their finances seem very healthy.

The Eisteddfood eoncludes each year with
two Prize-Winners concerts which are under
the patronage of His Worship the Mayor and
are held in the Cape Town City Hall. The
Mayor is the only white person who may at-
tend these concerts, even adjudicators who
have helped with the preliminary contests, he-
ing excluded.

Horticulture

To pass now to another form of recreation
— Horticulture, The Coloured people have
always loved gardening., Horticultural socie-
ties exist in most of the townships. In Glee-
moor, one of the older and nearer Coloured
suburbs on the Cape Flats area, there are many
keen gardeners. It is surprising what they
produce considering the complete exposure to
the South Easter and the very sandy soil.

In 1934 a Horticultural Society was form-
ed, and the competition between dahlia and
chrysanthemum growers was very keen. For
vears Coloured people exhibited at the City
Hall flower shows and won many prizes —
one year the champion dahlia award. Even.
tually apartheid put a stop to this.

Mr. Hammond was the keenest of the grow-
ers during the war. When imported tubers
were unobtainable, he started growing dahlia
seedlings and was responsible for many beau-
tiful new varieties,

With Mr. Hammond as the prime mover,
the various societies have federated. This
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year the Dahlia Society of Great Britain pre-
sented him with the gold “award of honour”
— the first time is has gone to anyone outside
the British Isles, One of our members, her-
self a keen gardener. was invited to be pre-
sent at this function and spent a most enjoy-
able and stimulating evening.

Community Centres

This is one aspect of Cape Town in which
the Coloured people are better served than
the Whites,

The Community Centres in Athlone and
other townships form a foeal point for a vari-
ety of local activities — sports, film shows,
sewing clubs, lectures and so on, as well as
housing creches, nursery schools and play
centres — ballet and drama groups.

Bonteheuvel. a large mnew township of
45,000 people. illustrates the importance of
such centres, where virtually no other facili-
ties exist., In Bonteheuvel it seems that most
recreational activities were originally started
by the Municipality. but the Coloured people
are actually doing the work of maintaining
them,

More is being done than one would ima-
gine, but most of the activities are physical
ones. There is very little that might be called
cultural,

A big problem is the lack of personnel
qualified to lead such projects,

At one of the Community Centres visited
(there are 4 in Bonteheuvel) the ballet club
copes with 100 children in an afternoon —
there is one teacher.

There is a magnificent library which dis-
tributes approximatelv 13,000 books per
month, at present patronised mainly by child.
ren.

It is in the Community Centre that most
recreational activities seem to take place and
they are filled with people doing different
things morning. noon and night. For the
facilities offered children pay lc per session
and adults 24c. Each Community Centre has
its club leader, employed by the Municipal-
ity and responsible for the various activities,
and a voluntary fund-raising committee which
meets regularlv. Dances and variety concerts
are held, but so far there have been no dra-
matic or musical performances.

There being no cinema in Bonteheuvel.
films are shown here once or twice a week.

There appear to be no choral groups other
than church choirs. The Anglican Church
choir, incidentally. is affiliated to the Roval
Schools of Church Musie.
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Sporting facilities are good, there being 5
soccer fields, 2 netball and 2 hockey fields.
It is hoped that provision will be made for
rughy and ericket next year.

A beautiful swimming pool caters for 2,000
Bonteheuvelites on Sundays.

In 1943 some enthusiastic medical students
organised the “Kensington Clinic” in the Af-
rican Methodist Episcopal Church. In 1952
Rag Funds financed the building of the cen-
tre in 12th Avenue.

SHAWCO,, as it is known today, has ex-
panded into the Community Centre of Win-
dermere, offering very much the same range
of activities as are found in other townships.
They are more fortunate in having the advice
and guidance of students from Cape Town
University, but student participation in adult
clubs is clearly defined. They act merely as
advisers in the recreational clubs and as
coaches in the sports ones. There is no dom-
ination by students. Club members take full
responsibility, all organisation being done by
the Committees. Experience has enabled them
to gain confidence and success.

Sport was one of the first organised recrea-
tions participated in by Coloured people.
Games tended to be arranged among friends
in their particular areas and in this way clubs
such as for rughy and cricket were formed.
There are also tennis, hockey and softhall
clubs,

One of the best known sports elubs was
started by Mr. William Herbert, in Wynbherg.
It offers good amenities and is well patronised.

Princess Vlei Yacht Club

Yachting is a new sporting enterprise among
the non-White Community, The laws of the
land, which keep Whites and non-Whites
apart, have resulted in the formation of the
Princess Vlei Yacht Club by Coloured sailing
enthusiasts — on the only piece of water
available to them. This piece of water had
many natural features which rendered it basic-
ally unsuitable, hence its complete neglect by
the White yachting community, Apart from
its shallowness, its surface area is so small that
it will prove a real challenge to lay out any-
thing like a reasonable racing course on Prin-
cess Vel

Despite these material handicaps, the long
suffering nature of these people and their very
real interest in sailing led to the formation of
the Club, with its headquarters at the old
“Jolly Carp”. They share these premises with
a restaurant now being reinstated there by an
enterprising section of the Coloured Commun-
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ity. There the Sailing Club have a shed where
they are able to store their dinghys under
cover and, with the help of interested sailing
men across the race barrier, they are assemb-
ling hulls, sails, masts and a variety of craft
which are being prepared for the opening of
their first season,

Boys' Clubs. Various elubs such as the Boys
Brigade and the Silvertress Boys® Club offer
a variety of activities to occupy boys and keep
them off the streets — often their only play-
ground,

Cinemas. Athlone has four cinemas with a
total seating capacity of about 3,000. The
present population of Athlone is 150- te 200
thousand. The programme usually changes
twice a week,

Of the other areas Wynberg has one cine-
ma, Lansdowne 1, Retreat 1, Diep River 1 and
Elsies River 1. In areas such as Distriet Six
which are zoned as White for the future, exist-
ing non-White cinemas will automatically fall
away. For the declared non-White areas men-
tioned above there is a total of 8 cinemas at
present, and these have to serve the new areas
of Bonteheuvel and Heidefeldt and others.

In the course of our investigations we dis-
covered that the Department of Coloured Af-
fairs had plans for Recreational Facilities for
the Coloured people.

The Council for Culture and Recreation, set
up by the Department of Coloured Affairs
under Mr. D. J. Liebenburg, former
Superintendent General of Education, came
into existence about two years ago and is ap-
parently still in the planning stage. It is con-
trolled by Whites, advised by Committees for
the different arts and sports. Each of these
Committees is conducting a survey into the
activities in their own particular field,
throughout South Afriea.

Dealings with the Council are optional.
Organisations and Societies are invited to re-
port on their activities and to list their re-
quirements, whether financial or organisa-
tional. The Commitiee concerned studies
these reports, examines requests for assistance
and recommends them for consideration by
the Counecil. Providing such requests can be
supported and withstand the close scrutiny
of the Committee concerned, financial aid is
seldom refused. Suitable venues are high on
the list of priorities and the Council, in con-
sultation with local authorities, is setting it-
self out to alleviate the acute shortage of halls
and theatres,

They are considering the establishment of
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a Coloured counterpart to CAPAB, starting
with the formation of a group of players to
visit schools and perform set works. “How
sweet the word ‘apartheid’ sounds in a believ-
er's ear.”

The CAPAB idea is a leaning towards pro-
fessionalism which is not welcome as there
is a feeling that this implies acceptance of
apartheid — an impression that certain sec-
tions of the Community wish to avoid at all
costs., For this reason some organisations pre-
fer to work on their own, without binding
themselves to the Council in any way.

Nevertheless, the Council’s future plans for
increasing its staff suggest that it intends to
widen its scope tremendously. The field staff
is already being extended to gather informa-
tion for assessing and planning future devel-
opments in all spheres.

The proposed decentralisation into zones
covering each of the Coloured regions, gives
some idea of the broad control which the
Council -— alias Department of Coloured Af-
fairs — intends to maintain in the field of
recreational facilities.

The Council complains that one of its chief
difficulties lies in getting the Coloured people
to work together and accept majority deci-
sions: the formation of splinter groups often
results, cansing administrative troubles.

This., of course, is a characteristic of a sup-
pressed subjeet group.

Conclusion

From this survey we feel that one of the
most important points to emerge is that the
Coloured citizens of Cape Town have done a
tremendous amount towards enriching their
leisure hours, despite the disadvantages under
which they labour.

Under apartheid, they may have gained
some measure by being pushed into organis.
ing themselves to a great extent; but the)
themselves feel that they are losing through
lack of eontact with wider fields of competi-
tion and stimulation, through loss of facili-
ties which they previously enjoyed and
through the breaking up of old-established
associations,

This segregation of their recreational faci-
lities is basically to them, just another facel
ol enforced acceptance of apartheid with all
the disabilities and humiliations it entails,
and although the Council for Culture and Re-
creation has great plans for the future, one
cannot escape the feeling that the paternal atti-
tude of guidance will eramp rather than ex-
pand the natural and individual development
of the Coloured people in this field.
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CERTIFICATE OF CITIZENSHIP by Bob Conncily

Thrs 15 T CERTIEY
THAT M M.C. BOTHA'S
HOMELAMD |5
PRETORIA £

AND SOMETIMES :

CAPE TOWN

ADVICE

JOHANNESBURG
OFFICE

The upward trend in the number of cases

visiting the Advice Office continues al-
though the number of new cases has decreased
slightly — this is misleading. The number
of interviews only have increased substanti-
ally, Many of them with people for whom
we could do nothing.

With every month that passes the plight of
African women and their children becomes
ever more disstressing. Women of every sta-
tus, single, married, widowed, divorced or de-
serted are living in fear and insecurity. Only
those single women who qualify in their own
right to be in Johannesburg, and married wo-
men whose husbands are firstly alive, and sec-
ondly still living with them have a minimum
of a sense of security.

Because of the total embargo on the entry
of country-born women into the urban area
virtually no woman can enter these areas law-
fully. This means in practice that men who
gualify to have their wives or families living
with them by virtue of birth and/or long
residence in the area cannot bring their wives
to live with them because they cannot enter
the area lawfully. Hundreds of married men
must be living in “bachelor’ hostels and their
wives, separated from them, live in the coun-
try and see their husbands only when they
return for their annual leave.

A vyear or two ago a policy was adopted pro-
hibiting women from being tenants of houses
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cause of the already overcrowded conditions
in Soweto.

MISS R. is an orphan. Her parents died
when she was very young, and she was brought
up by friends of their mother. This couple
too, have died and R. is now staying with one
of the sons of her adopted parents. She has
no birth certificate, and no reference book.
and her name is not listed on any housing per-
mit. She cannot get a reference book hecause
she has no birth certificate. She cannot get
her name on to a housing permit because she

has no reference book. She was born here
and belongs here, but she cannot live lawfully
here or anywhere else. In fact she appears to
be stateless.

There were
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New Cases involving 80 Interviews

SHE NEEDS YOU — YOU NEED HER

This is the title of a helpful pamphlet pro-
duced by a group of Christians who are con-
cerned by the financial plight of the majority
of people in our society. Copies may bhe ord-
ered from Mrs. Jean Sineclair, 33 Irma Street.
Robertsham, Johanneshurg.

The following is an excerpt from the pam-
phlet :—

WAGES

The cost of living for one female domestic
receiving board and lodging, cleaning materi-
als, fuel and light and working overalls free.
calculated on the basis of minimum expendi-
ture is estimated annually to be:—

Clothing R32.33
Chemist 11.75
Travelling 24.16
Other (including entertainment,

insurances, Blankets, etc.) 76.37
Total Annual Personal Expenses R144.51

MONTHLY: R 12.00

Our survey reveals that on an average each
maid has four dependents viz. mother, 2 child-
ren of school-going age and 1 child of pre-
school age. On an average 76% of the mini-
mum cxpenses for food. clothing and school-
ing are paid by the maid. leaving the remain-
ing household expenses of R38.15 to be paid
by her husbhand or other breadwinner.

The following monthly expenses for the
above four dependents are taken from research
statistics of the Non-European Affairs Depart-
ment of the Johannesburg City Council pub-
lished in June, 1969.

The Black Sash, May 1970

32

48 Old Cases involving 50 Interviews
75 Interviews only 75 Interviews
179 TOTAL 208 TOTAL
Food 22.45
Clothing 6.01
Schooling 2.17
R30.63
76% of R30.63 23.00
Personal Expenses 12.00

Recommended Monthly Wage R35.00

NOTES

(a) The compilers of this document are a
group of Ehrislinns in Johanneshurg who
wish to promote the thrust of the “*Mes-
sage to the People of South Africa™ issu-
ed in the name of the South African
Council of Churches in September 1968.

(b) We have compiled this pamphlet from:
A degree thesis on the subject by Miss M.
Walther, until recently lecturer in the
social anthropology department of the
University of the Witwatersrand.
“Minimum Family Budget — Soweto.
June, 1969 by Johannesburg City Coun-
cil Non-European Affairs Dept.

“Your Bantu Servant and vou™ by Jo-
hannesburg City Council Non-European
Affairs Dept.

“The African vou work with™ by the
Bantu Wage and Productivity Associa-
tion.

*Cost of Living in Soweto, 1966™ (an
Institute of Race Relations booklet) by
Mrs. Sheila Suttner.

The dependents statistics were obtained
from a survey undertaken among a cross-
section of Johannesburg houscholds.
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in the townships, This means that women
who are unfortunate enough to lose their hus-
bands through death, desertion or divorce, are
evicted from their homes, with their children
and sometimes with aged female dependents.
Those of them who do not qualify to remain
in Johannesburg are endorsed out. Their
children who were probably born in the area
and so have rights have to leave with their
mothers and so lose their rights of domicile.
Those qualified to remain cannot find shelter
for themselves or their families.

It will be realised that the law, rules and

regulations and the policy with regard to wo-

men in the urban areas is creating extreme
hardship and misery and inereasing poverty
and malnutrition,

The insecurity and harrassment can only
aggravate the incidence of erime.

P.M. is a trained nurse and working legally
in Johanneshurg., She is unmarried and has
three young children and an old mother whom
she supports. She has been living legally with
her brother who has recently married. The
new wife refuses to have P.M., her mother
and the children in the house and she has
turned them all out. P.M. has a eousin who
would like to help them, but has six children
of his own, so he cannot take her and her
family into his house., The Superintendent
zaid he would give P.M. a lodger’s permit, but
he said the old mother should go to a home-
land and take her grandchildren with her.
They quite rightly cannot aceept this as they
all are urban born and have a right to remain
in Johannesburg,

THE S FAMILY of four sisters and two
brothers, and three children belonging to one
of the sisters were living lawfully with their
father in his house. The father has just died.
One of the brothers is under 21 years of age
and cannot have the house transferred to his
name. The other brother is mentally defici-
ent and the Superintendent will not accept him
as the tenant. As no woman can be the ten-
ant the whole family has been ordered to leave
their house. It is going to be virtually impos-
sible to be accepted as lodgers in someone
else’s house because most houses already have
two families living in them.

MISS M. who has no family in Johannes.
burg has been living at her place of employ-
ment in a block of flats in Hillbrow. A recent
directive demanded that living in domestic ser-
vants in blocks of flats in certain areas be
housed in the African townships. Miss M.
has been unable to find anywhere to live be-
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there is a symbol that stands stark,

known simply as the question mark.

a lone dissenter in a sea

of decay and complacency.

clichés, decay, replaced by doubts,

questioned society outraged shouts,

"your father and his father too,

did things exactly as we do,

and look at the world", they triumphantly cry.
but the poet looks with a discerning eye.
observes the masses who daily die

for lack of food, while holy cows thrive.

children eat grass while rats grow fat,

what can the world reply to that?

the millions who daily bow down to a town,

and pay a fat squanderer for wearing a crown,
the nation that helps poor countries with gold,
gives them its money, takes back their souls,

the nation that shoots a man for his black face,
and considers itself a remarkable race.

Johnny Howes.
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Dedication...

IN pride and humbleness we declare our

devotion to the land of South Afriea,
we dedicate ourselves to the service of our
country. We pledge ourselves to uphold the
ideals of mutual trust and forbearance,
of sanetity of word, of courage for the future,
and of peace and justice for all persons and
peoples. We pledge ourselves to resist any
diminishment of these, confident that this
duty is required of us, and that history and
our children will defend us,

So help us God, in Whose strength we

trust.

Tﬂewydingsrede ‘e

MET trots en nederigheid verklaar ons

ons gehegtheid aan die land van Suid-
Afrika, ons wy ons aan die diens van ons
land. Ons belowe plegtig die ideale te
handhaaf van onderlinge vertroue en wver.
draagsaamheid, van die onskendbaarheid
van beloftes, van moed vir die tockoms,
van vrede en regverdigheid teencor alle
persone en rasse. Ons beloof plegtig om
ons le verset teen enige vermindering hier-
van, oortuig dat hierdie plig ons opgelé is
en dat die geskiedenis en ons kinders ons
sal regverdig,

Mag God ons help, op Wie se krag ons
ons wverlaat.
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