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The Black Sash

ver the dead of vears Nationalist Party

rule political observers have predicted

that when the Party began to feel its

awn supporters falling away and its own posi-

tion threatened it would reaet with growing

ruthlessmess.  This prediction is heing ful-
Filled.

During the past eighteen monthe the Gav-
perment haz been faced with eriticism from
within its ranks, from hath the left and right.
Election result= have shown a slight swing
awav from Afrikaner nationalism for the first
time in more than twenty vears,

The eleclorate 3s complaining, hig business
i complaining. people who have been silent
for vears are voiving their grievances. More
significantly, black leunders are using the plat
forms provided for them by separate develop-
ment lo dissent and {0 demand, to make the
bitterness of their people known 1o all whoe
have the will 1o listen.

Faced by pressures on all sides, rudderless
and incapable of taking rational or even con-
sistent action in any direction. the Govern-
ment is reacting with all the arrogance and
riuthlessness which was prophesied.

The Prime Minister, strongly attacked by
the Opposition in Parliament during the no-
confidence debate, did not make any attempt
to answer the accusations but sought 10 dis-
tract attention from the sorrv mess we are n
by announcing the appointment of a select
committee 1o investigate NDUSAS. the Chris-
tian Institute, the University Christian Move-
ment and the Institute of Race Relations,

Having appointed this select committee bul
hefure it hegan its work, the Government
acted with vicious crueliv against Dr. Basil
Maoare of the Christian Institute and the Uni-
versity Christian Movement, He has been
Lanned for five vears. sentenced to a half Jife.
If he has committed anv conceivable crime
there is legislation available to cover it, We
van only suppose that thizs punichment is for
legitimate opposition te the Government,

The Government continues to use the Ter-
rorism Act to ineareerate people in prison and
10 detain them incommunmicado for long peri-
ods. It apparently does not matter thar many
are eventually released without being charged
and that others are charged with offences
under other Aets—not with terrorism. People
are released after months of imprisonment
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without apology or cempensation. Some of
Lhose detained last Oetober were only released
on 15th Mareh. A few have not vel returned
tn their homes. One wonders when their sta-
tus as Section 6 detainees changed to that of
detainees under the 180.day elause. We have
no way of knowing how many people are be-
ing hield al anv one time in terms of Section
6 bhecuuse no information is given cven in
Parltament. The Minister says it is not in
the public interest 1o disclose such infarma-
tivn. What could be more in the puhlic in-
terest lhaon te kmow how manv people are
being held in indefinite detention?

Caught unawares by the strike of Ovambo
workers in December, the Government made
a few minor eancessions and then, at the be-
sinning of Fehruary, elamped down hard with
a DProclamation which suecessfully isolates
Ovamboland, allows more indefinite detention
without trial and outlaws political meetings.
Remember the emergency Proclamation 400
nt 196¢ n the Transkei? It is still in {orce.
No doubt in 1948 the public will have forgot-
ten that Ovamboland remain: hidden under
a blanket of emergency regulations,

In March the Bishop of Damaraland was
expelled from South West Africa together
with the Reverend Stephen Haves and Mr.
David de Beer, This expulsion is onc more
addition to the Jong list of aetioms taken
againsl churchmen. The Christian Institute
has said that 80 clergymen have been penalis-
ed by the State in the last five vears.

Arbitrary action taken against those who
appose this Government has become common-
place ; a new manifestation of arrogance is the
immediate, uncompromising and vicious ac-
tion taken against dissidents within the Na-
tionalist Party, illustrated recently by the van
Blerk /Pienaar affair.

The uncontrolled exercise of power is a ter-
rible thing. The electorate has been only too
willing to hand over controel, to shed respon-
stbilities, to abrogate rights in the decision-
making process. [s it now too late to recover
these rights?

The Nationalist Party must inevitably grow
weaker. It will inevitably continue to coo-
Tuse the security of the State with its own
security. It will inevitably continue to take
and usze wider and wider powers to control
everyone who dissenis. God help us all.
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Address

The disillusionment of Blacks with the ideals of the West and the challenges
this world has for white youth in South Africa.

CHIEF M. GATSHA BUTHELEZI

This iv the text of Chief Buthelezi's address at the annual Speech ey at the
Thomus More Schouol, Klvof. Natad,

| wish to thank your Principal for inviting me to come here and address you during
this most auspicious occasion of your school year.

| am sure you are curious to know just what this black man is coming to say to you.

First of all | must congratulate your Principal for giving

me this opportunity of com-

municating with you as your fellow compatriot. The South African way of life does not
allow this kind of communication between South Africa’'s people across the rigid colour
line. | have enough confidence in human nature to know that some of your parents will
appreciate the Principal's initiative in bringing us face to face. At the same fime | know
that some parenis will wax indignant at the idea of me talking to their children and | can
only pray that no storms will break over your Principal’'s head on this account.

ost of you Eknow the history of our
M counlry and her peoples. When your

white [orebears came to South Afriea,
apart from the clashes of the past. we blacks
found ourselves Faee to face with your western
culture which, technologically speaking, was
superior to our own. W hat tmpressed blacks
most was the Christian base of vour culture
which extolled certain virlues sueh as love.
{aith and hope. Today more than 60% of
iy people are Christiuns. The common father-
hood of God for all men regardless of their
eolour could not hut impress blacks -— thus
a big Christian following,

However in the forty three years 1 have
lived in Soutl Africa. and. whereas segregation
has alwavs been the South African way of life.
I have watched in the past twenty vears or o
the disappearance of even the few opportun-
ties of =ocial inlercourse hetween the South
Africans of various race groups that existed
s«eime vears ago, The paradox in the whole
process is that most of you here had black
nannies and vou will return home and find a
delicinus lunch awaiting vour eonsumption.
all prepared by your parents’ hlack servaniz,
Same of you have enjoved that sleep on nanny’s
hack but as you get older zome of you are
taught to regard blueks as something akin to
lepers. who cannot travel in the same buses
and trains with vou. This despite the fact
that the food that is eaten. the clothes vou
wear. vour ulensils have to be prepared and
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washed bv blacks. As vou get older the rift
between vou and vour maids and other ser-
vants gets more and more wide until you may
acquire the “right” vocabulary of non-identi-
fication. ~they™ in reference to blacks and “us™
in reference to whites. Some may find them-
selves adding more colourful South African.
isms to the glossarv. such as “Kaffirs™.
“eoolies” and “coons,”

As students at Adams College we were visit-
el .:mnuau}' h_m‘ students from .“it.'hﬂi}-]hnlls{u
and thi= was an arrangement made by that
areal  South  African  patriot. Dr.  Edgar
Brookes. who was our Principal at Adams
College.  As students at Adams we were in-
vited 1o the homes of white staff members
and staff members. regardless of their colour.
hud tea together and socialized to the extemt
of visiting one anolther. There was no danger
of miscegenation,

Later on as university students at Fort Hare
University we saw the same pallern as existed
ar Adans and we went to Rhodes University
for debates, and we were members of the Na-
tivnal Unjon of South Alfrican Studenis.

There have been u loL of changes since
those davs and most of our black stndents
have lbecome disillusioned with the so-called
ideals of western culture.  They cannot re-
concile racial discrimination with all the
storiez of Christian brotherhiood they have
learnt at Bunday schools, Today we find our
vounyg theologians groping for a black theol-
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ogy which may be relevant to our articular
black experience. Our young people cannot
stand the idea that graduaie teachers have a
disparate wage scale bascd not om qualifica-
tion, Our young people cannot understand
that black children should have to buy their
hooks and that children of whites who can
afford so much have free books and free edu-
cation. They cannot understand why doctors,
nurses and other professional people with the
same qualifications are paid less than their
white colleagnes on a salary scale not based
on qualifications and merit hut on the colour
of their skine. They can understand the pre-
vention of an influx of people into the urbhan
arcas but eanpot vnderstand how this comes
to he applied to Africans only.

As there are two societies in South Africa,
one privileged and the other underprivileged.
the woung blacks have decided to leave
NUSAS, which they feel they cannot identify
themselves with, despite all the good inten-
tions, on the account of the above,

For zome of us who grew up when racial
discrimination was hrol so rigid it has been
and is an anguishing situation to watch our
children getting so disillusioned and naturally
s.. hitter. 'We perfectly understand the logic
of their reasoning hut this does not mean
that we approve of any racisl reaetion to a
racist situation. Tt is logical without heing
justifiable. 'We do naot helieve that two wrongs
make o right.

For three hundred years Christianity has
helped blacks to survive. They have over the
years given the other cheek but there has now
developed a situation which has preduced the
kind of hlack who will no longer turn the
other cheek.

I find that a great number of young people
in the white universitics realise the injustices
that have been and are inereasingly being suf-
fered by their black compatriots and are more
and more 1d-‘mtlhmw themselves with their
black enmpatriot’s cause. The tragedy is that
their sincerity is now doubied by our voung
peaple whe are now absolutely and completely
disillusioned. Thev are reluctant te receive
the white hand of svmpathy. Thev doult
whether this eould he sincere in view of the
abhove,

These are the days when our peaple are
doubting whether there is ane heaven or here-
after. If we are so apart and treat one another
as we do in this world. they say, it is impos-
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sible that we can suddenly find ourselves in
one heaven with whites. It is a brotherhood
which has become. and which it has been said
to be, impossible here and it seems to them to
be Jlluﬂ']t:al that it can only materialise on such
a hi gher sphere as heaven is understood to be,

I am convineed that white and black are
here for better or for worse. This is the case
whether we like it or not. It is therelore im-
portanl for our [uture survival that we should
find a modus vivendi. We have to co-exist
peacefully and the big question is how do we
do this? I know that the natural reaction of
most of you would be, if the black youth no
Ionger want to have anything 1o do with us,
then let them go to blazes.

This is a crucial time for all of us. I be-
lieve that Gnd expects white youth to deman-
strate that they can do what blacks have done
over sn many vears. that is. turn the other
cheek, That is the meaning of Christian
faith. which whites taught us. We are 5]nw]3,
It surely moving towards doomsday and it
will be dunmsdav for all of us unless we prav
God to give us the strength to take our cour-
age in both hands and say: “Forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive them that trespass
against us.” This is the time when we should
pray God ta give us. in the words of the late
Dr. Martin Luther King. “strength tn love.”

I wish 10 encourage the white youth whose
concern has been increasing in the past few
vears to continue to he enncerned in spite of
the present black mood. Thiz they must do,
not only for our sake but for their own sake
too. and for the sake of a future South Afri-
ca, in which the black man will not have just
some little place under the South African sun,
but an equal place with his white compatriot.

There iz a tendency for some opponents of
Government policy to place all the hlame for
all this Lo policies of the present Government.
While I do not exonerate the Government from
all hlame it should not be forgotten that they
mi‘TFIjr carry nul the wishes of the maJu:th
oi the white electorate. There are many things
that are not illegal as far as good race rela-
tinns are l::nm:vrnen:l which many whiies hl“
not do because “it is not done in this country™.

I see wmany opportunities ecven in the
Chureh. where some companionship can he
exlablished between black and white parishes.
It is no longer good enough to meet our white
brethiren once in a while at synods where pow-
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erful resolutions ful]l of “sound and fury” are
passed and the whole thing ends there.

A practical way for a school like yours, for
instance, is to adopt a black school at Umlaz:
or Kwa Mashu and help the black children to
build up their libraries by helping with the
books. or with school books which blacks
have to purchase for themselves. I have no
doubt 1hat there are many other epportunities
which can only generate goodwill amongst
hlacks and whites in our country. Some of
thiese vou can think out for vourselves.

However my duty teday is to offer my feli-
cilations to those of you who have been aue-
eessful 1n your studies. This I wish to do now
and I pray that God, in his divine wisdom.
should help us to understand that when we
go through schools like yours we are equip-
ping ourselves mainly for the purpnse of try-
ing to establish His kingdom in this verv
earth.

Pardon me for appearing to speak out of
turn and for overstaving my welcome. May
(zod bless you. Zonth Africa, and all her
peoples.

Thank vou.

1| Grievous News, TED-! |
THE I.R-A. HAVE CALLED
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Stop Detention Without Trial !

This is the text of a pamphiet which was handed out by the Citizens’ Action Group in Dur-
ban during a four week protest stand held in December, 1971, At least 47 people were detained
under the Terrorism Act during October and the following weeks, About 32 were relegsed wn‘kumf
charge. 8 have been charged. J’ died while in custody. I5 have been held in detention for peri.
nds of more than 100 davs. 5 ure now being held in terms of the 180-day elause.

DETENTICON IS PUNISHMENT WITHOUT TRIAL.
SOLITARY CONFINEMENT is psychological torture.
10 SUICIDES in solitary confinement — why? why? why?

BUT PERHAPS THEY ARE GUILTY ?

Then bring them to trial. If the police have evidence that they are guilty, they should not fear
bringing them to court.

BUT DON'T THE POLICE NEED TIME TO INTERROGATE THEM ?

The question is how much time and how valid is evidence obtained under conditions of solitary
confinement?

On &th December. 1963 sixty leading psychologists end medical specialists in the Cape and Natal
appealed to the minister to aholish ‘the system of detention in solitary confinement. They said
that exposure to thiz suffering was no less abhorrent than physical torture; and that experi-
mental studics in various countries of political prisoners subjected to periods of colitary confine-
ment had shown that it resulted in intense distress, impaired certain mental tunctions and Jis
turbed judgement to the point where the individual’s testimony was no longer rehiable.

BUT SURELY WE CAN TRUST THE POLICE AND THE GOVERNMENT!

Peor.le have been held up to a vear under solitary confinement, then released without trial, pre-
suniably tnnocent.

Peter Magubane spent a total of 586 days in detention, was brought to trial and ac-
quifted.

In 1568. 27 people were arrested in Victoria West, placed in solitarv confinement and then
brought lbefore court. All were aciuitted.

In 1969, 24 pecple were brought to trial after perieds of detention. hefore the Supreme Court of
Cape Town. All were acquitted,

Mrs, Winnie Mandela and 21 others were brought to trial. after detentions ranging from 107 to
371 days. The charge sgainst them was withdrawn. They were rearrested, and subsequently
the court acquitted them.

Up to 29th January, 1965, 1 095 people had been detained under the 90 day clause. Of
these 577 were charged of whom 272 were convicted.

Even assuming the government and security police act in good faith, they are fallible indivi-
duals like the rest of us

The courts are there 1o protect the citizen against the fallibilitv of men and women.

JOIN US IN PROTEST.

Demand that the Government charge or release the detainees,

End the seerecy which discredits our Government and our Jegal system.

JOIN US IN PROTEST BETWEEN 1 and 2 p.m. DAILY AND DEMAND THAT ALL DETAIN-
EES BE CHARGED OR RELEASED.
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Fragments of my Anguish
GEORGE MANGAKIS

This article was published in the London Sunday Times on 5th September, 1971.
W e are gruteful to the editor of that newspuper for allowing us to reproduce it here.

In a week in which Lady Fleming, the Greek-born widow of Sir Alexander Fleming. was ar-
rested in Athens for allegedly trying to free @ man whe had atiempted to kil Greek Prime Min-
ister Papadopoulos in 1968, a remarkable manuscript smuggled from a Greek prison has reach-

ed The Sunday Times,

It was written by Professor George Mangakis. formerly professor of

penal law at Athens University. In April, 1970, he was sentenced to 18 years imprisonment by

an extraordinary military court for anti-regtime gctivities including pl

acing bombs. His manu-

seript, which he labels “Letter to Europeans™, convevs the mental horror that a long confine-
ment can mean. Here are some extracts from the 7 000-word document.

am holding these old papers. crumpled
Ianr.l worn for having changed hiding-places

so often. and I read them over again. They
were written in seeret, unknown to my jail-
keepers, and as such, they express a kind of
survival of my independence; that is why
they are dear to me, if only as mere objects—
the plain reality of paper. They were wrilten
at times when I was struggling, through writ-
ing, to overcome the anguish of being in pri-
son. This explains why thev are not clearly
formulated thoughts — nor letters. of course,
They are simply fragments of that anguish . ..

Self-defence. That is why I write. That
is how I managed to keep my mind under
control. If [ let it loose, unsupported by the
frame of written thought, it goes wild. It
takes strange, sinister '-]‘1'_r."i-n.':z-;ir's= and ends up
by begetting monsters. Then it is no longer
on my side. hut on the jail-keeper's side. That
is whal prisons are for. They shut you up in
a restricted space, three paces forward, three
paces back. You walk these three paces for
hours, for days, for months, unendingly. In
this beginning your mind keeps you ecompany.
You converse wiith it, you confide in it, to-
gether you clarify meanings. You come upon
ideas — they are your best friends. You dis-
cern evil with perfeet aceuracy. You know
exactly what it is that humiliates man. You
feel justified. and therefore vou are strong.
You think you can bear the ordeal of prison...

But how can you go on walking three paces
forward three paces backward in a time-void.,
just having a friendly chat with yourself? It
can’t be done. Those paces gradunally weave
the web of vour own alienation. You cannot
converse with vour thoughts alone end.

lessly . . .
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I must describe the space which has bheen
assigned to me, Dsychologically speaking. it
is very important, One of the most funda-
mental elements of my life. You may gradu-
ally become accustomed to this space, and
even grow 1o like it, since — in a way — it is
like a lair in which you lie hidden, licking
your wounds. But in reality, its object is 1o
annthilate you. —

The dimensions of my cell are approximate-
Iv 10 feet by 10 feet. On one side of it there
15 a heavy iron door, with a little round hole
in the upper part. Prisoners hate this little
hole; they call it the ‘stool-pigeon’. It is
through this hole that the jail-keeper’s eye ap-
pears every now and then. All you see is an
isnlated eve. without a face. What you see is
really an iron door with a ecold, living eye in
the middle of 11. That door is a kind of Cye-
lops. There is also a peculiar loek, on the out-
side only ; it locks with a dry, double sound.

That is one thing you never get used to.
no matter how many vears go hy. It gives
vou the daily, tangible sensation of the vin-
lence that is being done to you. Before I
came here. I dido’t know 1hat violence could
be expressed so completely by the dry sound

of a double lock.

{In the other side of my cell there is a little
window. with bars. From this window voun
can see part of the citv. And yet a prisoner
rarely looks out of the window. It is too pain-
ful. Life outside the prison becomes some-
thing verv tangible; and that hurts. The pri-
zoner. of course. has a picture of life outside
the prison constanily in his mind, But if is
dim, eolourless, like an old photograph. It
is in black and white — there are no colours.
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no volumes; it is soft and shapeless. It is
bearable. So you don’t dare look out of the
window. [Its only use is lo bring you some
light.

That is something I have studied very
carefully. 1 have learnt all the possible
shades of light. 1 can distingnish the light
that comes just before daybreak, and the light
that lingers on after mightfall. This light,
with its many variations, is one of the chief
jovs of the prisoner . . .

Apart from the door and window. my cell
also has a temperature. That is ancther fun-
damental element of my life here. It is un-
bearably cold in winter and extremely hot in
summer. I find thiz natural. even though it
brings me great discomfort., It is a symptom
of the denudation of being in prison.

I live in this space, then, for endless hours
of the day and night. It is like a piece of
threall on which mv davs are stringed and
Eall away, lifeless. This space can also be com-
pared to a wrestling-ring. Iere a man strug-
gles alone with the evil of the world . . .

I write these papers, and then 1 hide them,
They let vou write, but every so often they
search vour cell and take away vour writings.
They look them over, and after some time,
they return to vou the ones which are con-
sidered permissible. You take them back,
and suddenly you loathe them. This svstem
iz a diaholieal device for anmihilating vour
nwn saul. They want to {orce you to eensor
them yourself, to censor vour thoughts in
such a wayv that they will be accepiable to the

joil-keepers,

Against this method. which is meant to open
up breaches in our defences and split up our
personality. there are two mesns nf defence.
First. we allow our jailers to 1ake away some
of our writings — the omnes thal cxpress our
views upequivoeally. Tt is a wav of provok-
ing them. We even derive a sort of childich
satisfaction from thinking of the faces thev'll
make as thev read our papers.

Then there are ather papers which we pre-
fer 10 hide — the ones we want to keep for
aurselves, Tt is unbelievahle how ingeninus
prisoner can become at finding new hiding
vlaces, As a rule available hiding places are
<mall: so the papers must not he bulky. The
writing has to be economical: each word
counts. each word is immensely valuahle.
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When your hiding-place has proved a success,
you feel extraordinarily happy. You feel an
odd sort of pride, as if you had helped to up-
hold human dignity. That is how important
our writings seem to us . . .

When [ was held at the police station jails
— those places of utter human degradation —
I remember a girl who was locked in a cell
nexl to mine. %he had been there for five
nionths. She hadn’t seen the light of day
once throughout that period. She had been
accuzed of helping her fianceé to do resistance
work, At regular intervals, they summoned
her for questioming, and they would try to
make her disown him, using cunning persua-
sion or brutal intimidation, alternately. If
she disowned her fiancé, she would be =et
free. She refused unflinchingly. to the very
end, even though she knew that her fianceé
was dying of cancer, and she would probably
never see him again. He died on the day of
her trial. And so she never saw him again.
She was a pale, frail girl. Every evening, she
used to sing in her cell in a soft, low voice.
She would sing till dawn about her love, in
her sad voice. This girl’s attitude is my hope.

In the attitude of people like that girl, the
dominant feeling is a spontaneous knowledge
that the most important thing in life is to
keep one’s humanity . . .

I have experienced the fate of a vietim. 1
have seen the torturer’s face at close quarlers.
[t was in a worse condition than my own
bleeding, livid face, The torlurer’s face was
distorted by a Kind of twitching that had ne-
thing human about it. He was in such a state
of tension that hie had an expression very si-
mtilar to those we see on Chinese masks: I
am not exaggerating. It is not an easy thing
to torture people. It requires inner partici-
pation,

In this cituation, I turned out to he the
lucky one. T was humiliated. T did not hu-
miliate others. [ waz simply hearing a pro-
fnlml:“}' un]'la]Jp}' ]mm:—:mil}' in my aching en-
trails, Whereas the men who humiliate yvou
must first humiliate the notion of humanity
within themselves, Never mind if they strut
around 1n their uniforms:, swollen with the
knowledge that Lhey can control the suffer-
ing, sleeplessness. hunger and despair of their
fellow human beings. intoxicated with the po-
wer in their hands,

Their intoxication is nothing else hur the
degradation of humanity. The ultimate deg-
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radation, They Lave had to pay very dearly
for myv torments. [ wasn't the ome iIn the
worst pozition. 1 was zimply a man whe
moaned hecause he was in greal pain. I pre-
fer that, At this moment I am deprived of
the jov of seeing children gning to school or
plaving in the parks. Whereas thev have to
look their own children in the [ace. Tt is
thieir own humiliation which 1 cannot forgive
the dictators . . .

Ohir position as prisoners has many distin-
guishing features. One of them is that we
sing, quite frequently. It may =ound strange
to people who don’t know about prisons. But
that’s the wav it is. and come to think of it
iL is very natural. 3Jinging is part of the un-
wrilten inslruetions passed on by veteran pri-
soners 10 newly-grrived ones: when the pain
and anguizh i1s too wuch for vou. vou sing,
We hegin to sing precizely when the anguish
becomes unhearable., On davs that are free
of anguish. we don’t sing, Singing seems to
melt away that erushing burden we earry . ..

We feel a kind of reliel . They know this.
and that is why in some prisons. the harshest
nnes, singing 15 forlidden. 1 often sing in my
cell, or I whistle. Sometimes I sing to mv
wife. Tf =he could hear me. she would be
pleased. even though T sing false. She knows
ahout singing in prisen. she’s heen through it.
In this place singing i= a real. immediate need
ot the spirit. It is the daily hread of thaose
who are struggling not {o gn insane. Ir soft.
en: up a harsh world and opens up the saving
grace ol new. wider vistas,

As vou sing. you feel vou are travelling
along these extended frontiers of the world.
After all. we have our little trips too. Ive
ant tn say this: T'm grateful to song writers.
especially those whe have composed sad songs.
I like singing Theadorakis. for instance. In
hiz old songs. it's az if he liad a kind of fore-
knowledge of the prizons he war fated o live
in. So we sing: that iz an essential detail
whieh must be taken into consideration when
deseribing uws. T have never heard my jail.
Kkeepers singing.  Most of their tiine they are
husy digesting their food.

I should like Lo write about a [riendship 1
formed the aulumn l:efore last. I think it has
some significance. It <hows the solidarity
that ean be forged hetween unhappy ercatures.
I had been Kept in solitary confinement for 4
months, T hadn’t seen a soul throughout that
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period, Only upiforins — inguizitors and jail-
keepers. One day, 1 noliced 3 mosquitoes in
my cell. They were struggling hard to resist
the cold that was just beginning., In the
day lime they slept on the wall. AL night,
thev would evne buzzing over me.

In the beginning they exasperated me. But
fortunately [ soon understond. 1 too was
struggling hard to live through the cold spell.
W hat were they asking from me? Something
unimportant, A drop of bloed -- it would
save them. 1 couldn’t refuse. At nightfall.
I would bare my arm and wait for them. After
same davs they got used to me and they were
no longer afraid . They would come 1o me
gquile naturallv. openly. This trust is sowme-
l]ting I owe them, Thanks to thew the world
was nn longer merely an inguisition chamber.

Then one dav I was transferred 1o annther
prison, I never saw my mosquitoes again.

This is how vou are deprived of the pre-
sence of vour friends in the achitrary world
of pricons. But vou are thinking of thens.
nlen,

Here ton. Mr. Speaker, we are dealing
wilh the terrorist and nohody else. hat it is
foolish to trv and eatch him with a net
which is full of gaping holes. Hon. nment.
her< ¢an therefore save themselves the
trouble of trving to indicale 1o me cvery-
thing and evervhody who might he eaughl
in the net of the offence — I ain aware of
that — hut I assure wou that il we draw
the net closer and in Lhe process happen to
catch a2 linle fish which does not helong
there, then the Attorney General will im-
l'lll"lliﬂ“.']}' throw it hack into the water. ..

The Tlon, P. (. Pelser. Minister of
Justice. Second Reading of the Ter-
rorism  Rill [fansard No. 18.
Colomn 7072, 1st June. 1967,

IHow soon is immediately? Mr. Mohamed
Timol was released on 14th Mureh. 1972,
after 141 davs in detention.
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Victims of white apathy

JOHN DUGARD

This is the text of a speech given by John Dugard, Professor of Law at the
University of the Witwatersrand, ut a protest meeting held at the University
on 29th Febuary, 1972.

Since October of last year two of our fellow members of this academic community
and some fourleen other fellow human beings have been incarcerated in unknown places
for unknown reasons. They have been and stilt are, victims of the Terrorism Act, victims

of the Security Police, and victims ol white apathy.

thev, and here we think particularly of
Mohammed Essop and N. C. Naik, are
victims of the Terrorism Act — that
forensic monster sired by the 90.day detention
law and mothered by the 18il-day detention
law : that legal aberration which allows a hu-
n:an being to be held in solitary confinement
indefinitely for the purpose of interrogation;
that barbarie decree which conceals a person
from friends and his legal advisers.

The Terrorism Act is the first target of vur
protest today, It does not belong to any civi-
lised system of law. It does not belong to our
western legal iraditions but is modelled on the
codes of totalitarian regimes of the left and the
right, It does not zuthorize physieal torture,
it 15 true, but it dces authorize interrogation
in solitery confinement. Accounts which have
slipped through the iron curtain which divides
the operalion of the Terrorism Act from the
outside world make it clear that detainees are
subjected to long spells of interrogation by a
team ol inlerrogators. In one case (35, v.
Weinberg 1966 (1) 660 (AD)} )a middle-aged
while woman gave uncontroverted evidence
that she had been interropated without break
for three days and three nights by a team of
six interrogators. Other cases suggest that this
1= not an unusual procedore.  And. of course,
there are still other cases from the past - - and
liere I am not referring to cases before the
courts at present  which strongly suggest that
some form of physieal coereion accompanies
this interrogation,

Ioven if interrogation is never accompanied
by physical violence. however. this practice
of incommunicado interrogation over an un-
limited period is torture.

This truth was realized by Charles Dickens

in the last century. After ohserving the effects
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of lengthy solitary conlinement in American
prisons he wrote:

“I hold this slow and daily tampering with
the mysleries of the brain to be inmeasur-
ably worse than any torture of the body;
ane hecanse its ghastlv signs and tokens are
not so palpable to the eye and sense of touch
as scars upon the flesh ; beeause its wounds
are not upen the surface. and it extorts few
cries that human ears can hear: therefore I
the more denounce it, as a secret punish-
ment which slumbering humanity is not
roused up to stay.” (American Notes and
Pictures from Italy.)

This truth has also been realized in recent
times by the United Siates Supreme Court, In
1966, commenting on the practice of persis-
tent police ioterrogation uF suspects in soli-
tary confinement, it declared :

“*To be sure, this is not physical intimida-
tion, but it is equally destructive of human
:Ilgmtv { Miranda v. Arizona 384 U3136
(1966).)

That indefinite svlitary confinement accom-
panied by persistent interrogation amounts to
torture is not a truth which has been revealed
to writers and lawyers alone. Doctors and psy-
chiatrists have reached the same conclusion.

Physical torture was abelished in Holland
in 1798. 170 vears later a different and more
subtle form of interrogational coercion was
iniroduced into our law by the Terrorism Act.

Mohammed Essop and N. C. Naik are vic-
tims of the sceurity police, the custodians of
the Terrorism Aect. Today I do not intend
saying much about the Special Branch or their
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methods. Their activities are at present be-
fore our courls in several cases and it would
be presumptuous of me, as well as contempt of
court — to give my views on these matters.
Al that I would say is that the history of the
ast decade does not inspire confidence in them
and that the suspicions about their methods
surely justify a full scale enquiry by a judi-
cial eommission.

Essop and Naik are victims of the Terrorism
Act, of the Security Police. But above all
they are victims of white apathy. They are
your victims, they are mine. Al too often the
securily police are made the scapegoats of
white South Africa. They did not enact the
Terrorism Act. It was introduced by the Na-
tional Party and supported by the United
Party. Today it is still supported or acquies-
ced in by over 99% of the white South
African electorate. In short the security police
are only the instruments of white apathy.
They are only as powerful and as brutal as
public opinion permits.

A Bill of Rights

There is a tendeney in South Africa today
to believe that all evils can be remedied by
legal institutions, that a Bill of Rights along
American lines would restore liberty.

Undoubtedly a Bill of Rights would help
matters. but ultimatels — and this I would
stress — ultimately our onlyv safeguard against
tyranny is public opinion

And just how concerned iz white epinion
about the fate of our detained fellow men?
And pnow | am not talking about Naboom.-
spruit or Westdene, I am talking about Hough-
tom and Sandton, about Hollard Street and
Main Street. about the legal profession and
the medical profession. about students and
siaff in this University. You don’t have to gn
ta Naboomsapruit to hear the comment that
“there i= no smoke without fire”™ when per-
come are held without trial. You de net have

g

“(iolonel Grexling said that this par-
ticular week was a bad one at John Vor-
ster f":r]uHre. what with T}E{rp]f: f_ﬂlli'ﬂg out
nf windows and so on ., .”

Rand Daily Mail,

25th February. 1972,
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t) go to Pofadder to hear that only guilty per-
sons are held without trial.

South African white society has becn largely
unconcerned about the ever-widening power of
the security police in the past ten years. For
a brief moment some people reacted last year
but the tenacity and patience of the security
poliee has proved to be greater than the con-
cern of the public — with the notable excep-
tion of the Black 3ash.

We must revive public concern and get it
back to the pitch it was last November. Here
the press has a vital role to play and so do the
legal profession and the universities.

But they are not the only hodies who are
involved. The quality of justice in any soci-
ety is not dependent only upon the courage of
it press, its lawvers and its universities. It
is dependent upon the courage and integrity
oi societv at large. There are other powerful
aroups which we must mobilize in the cause
ol humanity: — the Churches, and here I do
not mean a few isolated clergvmen but all
those people who troop off to chureh in their
dark suits on Sunday: the Mining Houses
and the Chambers of Commerce — why not a
strong  letter condemning detention with-
out tria]l from their leaders — let us see them
putting their beliefs in justice before the next
government contract: the medical profession
which profession Mohammed Essop has chos-
en to serve: the aceountants: the engineers.
the architecls. These are the groups we want
tn see take action. as well as the man in the
street, [f we could mabilize these groups the
Terrorism Aet wonld =onn be relegated to the
dumyp heap of history where it helongs. The
(rovernment would soon produce a security
programme riodelled along western lines swhich
preserves law and order without saerificing in-
dividual liberty and human dignity.

The choice for white South Africa

This is something that white South Afri.
cons should realize, The choice is not hetween
snarchv and the tyvranny of the Terrorism
Acl. The choice is Letween anarchy. tyranay
and a decent legal ¢yv<ten which has built in
mechanisins for social change and which toler.
ales opposition but prohibits subversion. It
would not be bevond the ingenuity of lawyers
in this country to construct a security system
vwhich allowed 1he government to cope with a
senuine emergency but whieh did not oust the
powers of the courts completely. whieh did not
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hend over all responsibility to the security
police. After all, other western countries
have had no difficulty in constructing such
svstems,
Charles Dickens concluded his comment on
zolitary confinement by saying:
I =olemnly declare that, with no rewards
or honours, could I walk a happy man he-
neath the open sky by day, or lay me down
upon my bed at night with the conscions-
ness that one human creature, for any length
of time. no matter what, lay sulfering this
unkoown punishmeni in his silent cell. and
I the cause, or I consenting to it in the least
degree.”

To consent is to eollaborate., That is the
messsage of Nazi Germany and it must he
biought home to white South Africans. We
must protest, not merely here in the Great
Hall, hut in convocation, in the canteen, at
home, at the dinner partv, at the golf course,

KNIT ONE, PURL ONE

By Bob Comolly

until Mohammed Essop and N. C. Naik and
tireir fellow detainees are charged or released.
We must not consent in the least degree to
thlf.l':ir unknown punishment in their unknown
crls,

We wonder why ?
JOYCE HARRIS

fhe Black Sash in Johannesburg has been standing in silent protest every lunch

heur while the October detainees were still being held, Mrs. Harris who is a Na-

tional vice-president of the Black Sash. wrote this article to express some of the
thoughts which came to her as she stood.

ngrv faces, bitter faces. contemptuous
faces, hate-[illed faces, indifferent faces,
occasionally diluted by a passing smile
or a salute — mutterings, impreeations, in-
sults — “Go home, vou communists™
“You're all communists” — “Why do vou
help the communists?” — mud. water, toma-
toes. eggs - - and still we women of the DBlack
Sash stand in silent protest as we have done
for the past seventcen vears, Why?

We have had ample time 10 ponder during
the countless hours, watching the hwinan ka-
leidoscope and wondering at the reaction or
lack of reaction of passers-by. We wonder
why there iz so much fear. We wonder why
there iz so much bate. We wonder why there
is s0 nuch indifference. We wonder why pro-
test is almost alwavs labelled ‘Communistic’.
We wonder why there is 20 little understand-
ing of the democratic process,
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It must be that persistent Government pro-
paganda over the past twenty-four years has
successfully injected into the people of this
country fear ﬁtll their fellowmen and hatred of
criticism, or hatred of their fellowmen and
fear of criticism, but indisputably fear and
hatred. As these emotions are not socially
acceptable, their object must be given a soei-
ally acceptable label, and the all-embracing
one is “Communi=m™. “Communism” is the
hoagey stalking behind every protest, every dis-
aster, every stand nade on any issue. Thase
who digsent. ithose who protest, those who
take a stand are automalically labelled “Com-
munistic”. and become the target of fear and
hatred. Their point of view is disregarded;
no atlempt is made to evalnate logically ; the
protest 1s not recognized for what it is — the
expression of the demoeratic right to dissent ;
il is simply condemned out of hand. People
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have forgotien what it means to have an open
mind, to listen {0 the other man’s opinion.
even to admit his right to have one.

Surely what it is that people fear and hate
in Communism 13 ifs totalitarian conceplt —
its utter subversion of the rights of the indi-
vidual to the needs of zociety and the draconian
measures it employs to ensure that evervone
will conform. Yet in this country people are
prepared to employ those same measures in
nrder tn stamp oul what they choose to label
a~ “Communism.” What they are actually
doing is stamping cut the democratic process.
but thev have hecome so riddled with fear and
hatred that they are unable to see the ana-

chironism. -

Poverty. hunger and frustration arc wide-
spread and are a fertile breeding ground for
E]JJnmmunism. and vet this Government uses
stich Communist methnds as detention with-
out trial in order tn silence those whose solu-
tiom 10 the many difficult problems which be-
sel South Africa is different from theirs. In-
slead of discussion there is detention. instead
p. progress there iz poverty. instead of free-
dom there is force,

The Black Sash has registered itz protest
over these and other issues through the years.
and iz presently protesting againsl detention
without trial. The animosity of public reac-
tion sometimes makes us wonder whether pro-
test is counter-reactive. bul we believe that it
is our duty as ~itizens of a country which pro-
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BANNED !

On Friday. 3rd March. twe Special Branch men walked in silenee into the office of Dr. Basil

Moore — in silence they handed him hic banning order -— in silence they waited while he read
it — in silence they left — and — EVERYTHING STOPPED FOR DR. MOORE,
The hanning order was immediately operative -- no time to get his affairs in order or 1o

arrange for a replacement.

These nrders mean that Dr. Moore —

# Can NOT be visited in his home by anyonc except his doctor: )

% Can NOT talk to a neighhour or passing (riend over his fence becanse he is on his nwn
property :

Can NOT meet anyone by arrangement for any common purpose such as drinking a cup of
tea or a glass of heer togther:

Can NOT go to Chureh — and he is a man of the Church;

Can NOT take his 3-year-old child to Nurserv School or fetch her;

Can NOT take his four children, aged 6, 5. 4, and 2 years, to Sunday School:

Can NOT take his children out with even one of their friends, Lecauze even children con-
stitute a “gathering™;

Can NOT go out to dinner with friends or cntertain them;

Can NOT play the games of his choice:

Can NOT take his family on holidays for the next 5 years:

Can NOT wvisit the son he adopted from an orphanage at the age of 12 years who now, at
the age of 21 vears, has been eommitted to a home near Pretoria for drug rehabi-

litation, and who needs his adopled father; '
: Can NOT be emploved in or even enter any premises where any publishing, printing or dup-
licating is done, which means practically any office;

# Can NOT take employment with any firm where Government policy is discussed — which
means practically all commercial and industrial concerns which have to comtend

with Government Policy.

THESE ORDERS MEAN —

% That his wife can never be with him in the company of another person other than their
children:

% That peither his wife nor his children can ever have their friends to stay ;

* That she and her children can only entertain their friends if he is in another room;

% That if there is a ring on the doorbell he must disappear quickly, even if he is in the middle
of a meal;

% That the fromt and back doors of their home must be kept permanently locked in case un-
expected guests walk in!

%k That their neighbours spy on them for possible infringements of the banning order;

* That their neighbours’ children persecute their children.

Dr. Moore is 36 years old. He is a science teacher, with a B.5¢. degree — but he cannot
teach. He is a theologian with a Ph.D. degree, but he eannot preach, or print ur leeture., He
has no job, no prospects, no salarv, no social contacts,

HIS LIFE HAS BEEN BROUGHT TO A STANDSTILL. HE MUST LIVE IN A VACUUM.

He will be 41 years old when the ban is lifted — IF it is lifted,

He has not been charged. He has not been tried. BUT he has been sentenced. And he has
to be his own jailer. _ : .

THERE ARE = 300 PEOPLE PRESENTLY UNDER BANNING ORDERS.

Prepared by the Transvaal Region of the Black Sash.

*HREE RHER #
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In defence of foreign investment

This article was prepured by the council of the Cape Western Region of the
Black Sash.

Mr. Joel Carlson’s article in Sash of December 1971 entided “The Dilemma of Foreign
Investment in South Africa” cannol be left unchallenged.

Mr. Carlson’s object was to discourage foreign investment in the development of South
Africa, and he is of course entifled to his view that such disengagement will be to the ad-

vantage of the Republic’s blacks.

eaving aside for the moment the dubivusness
L —from the standpoints of economics, his-
tory and obserable fact -~ of much of the
argument he offers in support of this view,
we look back over the years of our confer-
ences, statements. resolutions and such expres-
sions of attitudes, and fail to find a single
anthoritv that could allow the tame accepl-
ance of such a view by the Black Sash. On
the contrary we find that we are comumitted to
opposing it, to avoiding the least advecacy of
anv association with boveotls or sanelinns.
stemming from what is commonly — and pro-
perly -— known as “outside interference”.

South African public policies, like those of
many other countries. are and will be sub-
jected to external as well as internal pressures,
but is the Black Sash not committed exelu-
sivelv to the exercise of the latter? Daes
our uselulness not depend to a large extent on

keeping clear of the former?

But let us look a little at the merits of Mr.
Carlson’s argument — especially as we can do
so in the impeccable light of aone of our main
tenets: the total rejection of race-discrimina.
tion as basis for public policy. Is South Af-
rica not just at the beginning of what “condi-
tromal™ fureign investment can do. for ins-
tance in the area of equal-pav-for-equal-work?
Very possibly what such enterprises as Pola-
roid. a couple of intermationsl Banks and
Shell are doing ahout this, and about the edu.
cation and training needed to qualify for equal
work, iz as noisily rejected by militant Ameri.
can and other black: as by white verkramptes.
bul has Mr. Carlzon asked the npinion of black
South African heneficiaries. present or poten-
tial? Or has he heard Chief Gatsha Buthe-
lezi of the Zulus and the Transkei [!];pmitinn
leader. Mr. K. M. N. Guzana. on why enor-
maugly inercased capital investiment is vital 1o
their people? Or does he know of any coun.
try where the slowing-down of the wheels of

The Blacrk Sash, Mareh 1872

14

industry and a vast increase in unemployment.
caused by the withdrawal or stagnation of in-
vestment. has improved the worker’s Jot? It
can certainly lead to violent revelution, but
the Black Sash need not even interest itself in
the historically-supported unlikelihood that this
would produce a benign and just regime: we
are unequivocally committed to oppose vio-
lence as an instrument of political change.

Some of Mr. Carlson’s sweeping statements,
if they went unchallenged, indicate a singu-
larly ill-informed audience, “All [igures™
(over what period?) do not show “the whites
cetting micher, the blacks poorer.” Ask the
jnhannﬂ.-ahurg >tock Exchange what's heen hap-
pening in the last couple of vears of econsider-
able disinvestment: thanks be, if the cffects
or development and thus on hlack poverty
and unemployment. of local “cold feet”. were
1o some extent offsct by inereased investment
from abroad. (Poo: old Kar]l Marx — it just
never comes right for hi= prediction : for about
a century the rich did get richer. but so did
the poor: later. anyway here. currently. both
appear tn be somewhat in reverse).

IL might seem astonishing that we could feel
il necessary at this pnint to reiterate that the
Sash is opposed to white supremacist rule : hut
hear Mr. Carlsan: “the whole electorate (nur
emphasiz ) wish the status quo maintained hut
duffer in details of the application of white
rnle.” As for the preceding centence: “3.5%
voted for a faw moderate changes within the
framework™: does Mr. Carlson really think
that equal political rights for all races can be
acenunted “within the fraomework™ of White
supremacist rule ?

But back to Mr. Carlson’s economies:
“Fvery investor has a stake in keeping the
siructure white. In order to make his profit
hie must support the structure . ... flies wild-
Iv in the face of factw. in the South Africa of
1972, Surely by now everv economist from
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the most diehard Classicist — if any such
survive — to tiie most irritating post-Keyne-
zian will tell you what anv unindoetrinated
child would accept as self-evident: that the
only reliable stimulus to production. to growth,
to development. to prosperity —— to pro-
fits — iz home-market demand. (Exports
are line. but il’s dicey to depend on them in
g world whirling with trade wars and ideologi-
cal wars snd shooting wars.) And can a
buoyant home market in South Africa le a
white one. while the vast majority of the pa-
pulatinn remain unskilled and getling ever
poorer?  Read any Companvy Report of the
last 18 months or so . . . and see what lack of
skills, and mounting unemployment and
vnder-emplovment amaong South  Africa’s
blacks has been doing to profits . . .

Surely investors who want profits (is there
any other sort?) are hecoming one of the
strongest pressure groups oppeosing race diseri-
mination on the labour market? And from

the South African black’s viewpoint, isn't his
bargaining position in that market most likely
to be improved by a pace of investment.
srowth that ean transform redundancy into
scarcily-value? Not to mention the part in-
dustrial strength has to play in political bar-
caining.

However. we wust not allow Mr. Carlson
to lead us too far outside our “pure” Black
Sush brief. tempted though we mav he by
staternents. typical of sincere hut unscientific
protaganists who so oddly helieve that even
a strong case is strengthewed by overstating
These are just technical inaceuracies, as for
instance those concerning the “dispersal” of
kwashiorkor deaths: the faet remains that
African children. in very large numbers, are
hideously malnourished. unte death. But
what is vital to us is that an argument aimed
ai disecouraging foreign investment in South
Africa should be answered and the Black
Sash attitude made verv clear,

Black is beautiful

PROFESSOR EDGAR BROOKES

he Black Sash is not given to paying

T itself compliments, but perhaps one

might be allowed, on behalf of many of

its admirers, to introduce a new nole into the
austerely selfless columns of Sash.,

For the Black Sash has made black beauti-
ful. Itz integrity, its stand for principle, its
perseverance, above all its dauntless courage
have heen an inspiration to thousands, and
biack has. in its hands the capacity of

“Bursting into glossy purples which out-
redden

All voluptuous garden roses.”

But perhaps tiie original hlack is the muost
~ beautiful colour after all. It was originally
adopted --- a great inspiration - to signify
nur mourning for the Jlesttuntinn of the Con-
stitutton. And there has been mueh to mourn
over since then.

We mourn the Jeath of thousands of child-
ron. vear after vear, from deficiency diseases.
These are preventable deaths. Individual
white South Africans do much to light star-
vation by orgamising school feeding schemes
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and by helping mothers and children. Promin-
enl members of the Black Sash take their
part in this. and they are right in deing so.
for it is not sound to fail to save any of the
children because we cannot save all of them.
But quite rightly the Black Sash holds that
the wultimate remedy is political, Higher
wages are better than subsidized {feeding
s:hemes,

We should be in mourning. too. for the
broken homes which result from influx con.
trol regulations. It should be a principle of
law that any wife is entitled to live with her
husband in any place where he may lawfully
he. As a women’s organisation. Black Sash
should face this and all the disabilities of
Alrican women, But the great mass of white
people seem unsticred by this and manv other
South African tragedies.

Perhaps it is for white South Afriea itself
that we should wear the black sash of mourn-
ing. For here are people of good stock. many
ol them professing a good religion. whose soul
has died within them. Who, to retain their
own comfortable ways of living, are prepared
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tc be parl of the exploitation of the poor. We
comforl ourselves with elichés, save our-
selves from conviction by fallacies. We come
in the end to cherish the “lie in the soul™ and
tn live comfortahly with our seared comsei-
ences, Thank God that there are those who
are prepared to zo into mourning for this spir-
itual death. Black wora with tha! purpose
1% beautiful indeed,

During the wars of 1914.18 and 193945
many South African mothers ware black., What
of the undeclared war of 1948-727 How many
of its ablest and best sons have heen lost to
South Africa! Our exiles are all over the
world and they can never come back. The
banned, the intimidated. the exiled are all dead
to their countrv, The Government iz glad to
lose them. Conformity is a virtue more priz-
ed by them than independent thought and
courage, Most of the white population does
nol care. Some homes mourn for their own.
Bul the Black Sash wears black for them all,
and as it does s0 1t makes black beautiful,

Face to face wilth the facts of South African
Iife, one is forced to the conelusion that hlack
iz the anly possikle colour. The “garish day”™
is not for those whao face reality.

“But the slow watches of the night
Alike to God belong,

And for the everlasting righi

The zilent siars are strong.”

During these vears of trial. when evil forces
have increased in power, the Black Sash has
stood strong and unconquerable. Many have
failed but not they. Truly hlack is beautiful.

—_———— ——— —_—

“We reject this ethnie grouping as an
uleer to Sowete. People of Soweto are
for ever complaining to us about these
schonls. We find that at times a school
is almost empty but children living near-
by eannot attend it . . . Pretoria must
know that we in Sowelo have no need
for this grouping. We have been livin
for vears as a community. At work
am with a person labelled under a cer-
tain group but we go together as broth-
ers, at Churches we all mix, in the beer
halls and even in the sheheens we in So-
weto share without thinking anything
ahout this zrouping . . .”

Mr. David Thebehali,

Rand Daily Mail, 26th Feb., 1972,
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THE MINISTER OF BANTU ADMIN.
ISTRATION AND DEVELOPMENT:

I should like to deal with a few very
fundamental statements. Aciually, there
are six fundamental principles which the
hon. members must bear in mind before
they can understand our policy in respect
of the Bantu in the White areas.

I shall first enumerate these six prin-
ciples for the hon. members and 1 shall
subsequently deal with them one by one
if time permits. The first and most
fundamental ]E}ﬂi.llt of policy is — and
the hon. member for Pinelands can heap
scorn on this until his hair turns grey,
but it will remain a fact — that every
Bantu person in Southh Africa, wherever
he may find himself, is a member of his
specific nation and not of the nation of
which the hon. member and I are mem-
bers. —

That is the first policy point and I
shall return to it later. The second is
also of the utmost importance. The
Bantu in the White area, whether they
were born here or whether they were al-
lowed 10 come here under our control
laws, are here for the labour thev are
being allowed 10 perform. The third
principle 1 want to put to the hon. mem-
bers iz that the fundamental citizenship
rights may only be enjoved by a Bantu
person within his own ethnic context,
attached to his own homeland and not
lo mine,

The [ourth policy point I want to
mention to the hon. member is that the
maximuima number of people must be
present in their own homeland and the
minimum piwnber in another’s. This
is a very fundamental principle which is
found throughout the world: it forms
the basis of our policy as well.

The fifth point I want to mention is
that the Bantu persons who are in White
South Africa. are treated here by us as
homogeneaus communitiez. The last
prineciple s that in so far as the Bantu
are secondarily present in White areas.
we see to it in every possible respect that
the necessarv liaison exists between them
and their people:s in their own home-
lands. Those are the six fundamental
principles.

Hansard No. 1. Col. 295.
3rd February. 1972,

Die Swart Serp, Maoart 1972



Correspondence

The Black Sash.
37, Harvard Buildings,
Johannesburg.
23rd July. 1971.
Dr. the Hon. P. G, J. Koornhof, M.P..
Deputy Minister of Bantu Administration end Education,
Preloria.
Sir,
We wish to bring the following cases to your attontion. They all concern peaple who have
come to our office within the las; few weeks,

1. Mrs, Nosibusisa Bella Lata.
Fresent address: 1439 Dhlamini.

Mis. Lata is married te Mr, Fanvana Samuel Dabula who qualifies to remain in the prescri
bed area of Johannesburg in terms of Section 10 (1) (B) of Act No. 25 of 1945, as amended.

[he marriage took place in Johannesburg on 23rd February. 1968.

There are three children of the marriage aged eight years, three years and nine months respec-
tively.

Mrs. Lata was born on a farm at Kaalpadsfontein near Vanderbijlpark in 1944. She was re-
gisteved in employment in Vanderbijlpark from 1st June 1962. She firs! came to Johannesburg
o0 a visitor's permit in February. 19G8. She applied for permission ta remain in Johanneshurg
with her hushand bui. after investigation of her case hy the Johanneshurg municipal authorities.
permission was refused. During the investigation she ohtained a letter from the farmer on whose
farm she was born in Kaalpadsfontein that she may not return to live there. The Vanderbijl-
park autharities told her verhally that she mav not return to live there. She was endorsed out
of the prescribed area of Johanneshurg on 14th Janumarv. 1971.

She is a displaced perzon having no home place. She and her hushane have made every effort
nver the past three years to Jegalise her position. Her hushand has sccommodation for her in his
sister' s house at 1459 Dhlamini.

2. Mrs. Seipati Magdeline Motloung.
Fresent address: 21748 Zola IT.

Mrs, Motloung is married to Mr. Paulus Tshabalala who qualifies tc remain in the preserib
arca of Johanneshurg in terms of Seetion T0 (1) (B) of the Act. The marriage took place ip
Heidelberg on 22nd March. 1967. There are three children of the marriage. two sons aged three
year: and two vears respectively and one daughter sged six months.

Mrs. Motloung was born in Heidelberg on 12th June. 1945. She first came to Johannesburg
0n 3 visitor’s permit in June. 1967. Her hushand applied for permission for his wife to live
with him in Johanuneshurg.

After investigation permission was refused in July 1069, Mrs. VMotloung’s latest visitor’s per-
mil expired on 26th February. 1971 and she was told that she must leave Johanneshurg but
could apply every vear for a visitor's permit to come ta see her hushand for a maximum of three
months annually. Her hushand has aceommodatior for her in his parents’ house at 2147B
Zola II where his name appears on his father’s residential permit.

Mrs, Motloung is & member of the Ned. Gereformde Kerk in Afrika.
3. Mrs. Lungile Rosemary Mshibe,
Fresent address: 3104 Zone 10 Meadowlands.

Mrs, Mshibe is married to Mr. T. 8. Twala who qualifies to remain in the prescribed area of
Johannesburg in terms of Section 10 (1) (B) of the Act,

The marriage took place in Johannesburg on 3th August. 1969,
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There are three children of the marriage; two sons aged Lhree years and two months respective-
ly and one daughter aged two years,

Mrs, Mshibe was born in the Newcastle distriet on 27th January. 1948. 3She came 1o Johan-
neshurg for the first time in October, 1968 when she was granted a visitor’s permit to remain
in Johanneshurg until 23rd December, 1968. After this permit expired she remaiped in Jo-
hannesburg. She was refused permission to stay with her hushand and on the 8th December.
1970 she was warned tc leave the prescribed area of Johannesburg within 72 heurs.

All three of these fzmilies have voung children. In all three eases the hushand is living and
working lawfully in Jchanneshorg and the wife hax lived eontinuously with her husband since
the 1ime of the marriage. AH three families are desperately anxious tc be allowed to live together
and have tried to get permission to do so,

We do not helieve that it is the intention or the desire of your department to hreak stable
family units. Therefore we ask vou tn investigate these cases and to intervene on their behall so
that these hushands and wives may live permanently together in Johannesburg where the men
are working. to rear their children in stable family conditions.

Y ours faithfully.
Jean Sinelatr.
National President.

Ministry of Bantu Administration and Development,

The National Prezident. und of Bantn Education.
The Black Sash. Pretoria.
Johanneshurg. 9th November. 1971

Dear Miss Sinclair.

re: ACCOMMODATION FOR BANTU WOMEN TN SOWETO : Mrs. NOSIBUSISA BELLA
TATA: Mrs. SEIPATT MAGLELINE MOTLOUNG AND Mrs. LUNGILE ROSEMARY
MSHIBE.

With further referemnce to vour letter daled 23rd July, 1971. addressed 1o the Honourahle the
Deputy Minister, Dr. P. G. J. Koornhof, 1 have been directed to informn you that the matter re-
garding the accommodation in Soweto of the Bantu women concerned has been investigated.

It has heen ascertained that the applications for accommodation have heen refused for good
and sound reasons based on Iegal and policy grounds, Tt should be emphasized that applica
tion+ of this nature are gone into thoroughly by officials of the Department of Bantu Admini-
stration and Development and of local authorities and that they are sympathetically considered
an merit.

Where applications do mnot succeed at the administrative level, the applicants still have re-
course by way of appesl to the Chief Bantu Affairs Commissioner. IHere ngain. these appeals are
gone inte thoroughly and sympathetically,

You will appreciate that the indiscriminate entry of Bantu into our towns and cities in the
White areas of the Republic would not oaly result in chaos as far as accommodatinn and employ-
men; are concerned. but would alsn be to the delrimicnt of the Baptu themselves. causing over-
crovwding in houses whicli are already occupied 10 capacity. The position to provide aceommoda-
tion for Bantu who qualify to he in Sowete is critical enoungh,

In terms of deparimental policy the women and children concerned should be accommodaied
in their respective hemelands where they can he regularly visited by their hushands and fathers.
They should. therefore. be advised to consult the local Bantu Affairs Commissioner in regard to
Eett];."ment in the homeclands,
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It will be appreciated if vou will advise all aggrieved Bantu who may approach you, to consult
the Bantu Affairs Commissioner in Johanneshurg for advice and assistance as may be possible

under the circumstances.
Yours faithfully,

Administrative Secretary
Ministry.

The Black Sash,
37, Harvard Buildings,

Johannesburg.
Dr. The Honourable P. G. J. Koornhof, M.P., 22nd November, 1971.
Deputy Minister of Bantu Administration and Education,
Pretoria.
Sir,

It was with a sense of great shock and disappointment that we read your letter of 9th Novem-
ber, 1971.

We approached you in good faith on behalf of Mrs. Lata. Mrs. Motloung and Mrs. Mshibe,
believing that you would be concerned about the break up of their family life. We were aware
that their applications te remain in Johannesburg with their husbands had been refused for rea-
sons based on legal and policy grounds but we believed that the most pressing reasongs based on
moral, just and Christian grounds would persuade you that their applications should be granted,
particularly if their cases were “sympathetically considered on merit.”

Most of the aggrieved people who approach us for assistance do so because they do not believe
that their cases have been investigated either thoroughly or sympathetically. It is indeed difficult
to see how officials administering this legislation could find room within the law for being sym-
pathetic or time in which to be thorough. Any svmpathetic consideration of these
particular three cases on merit by the officials of the local authority and of the Department of Ban-
tu Administration would surely have resulted in permission being given to them to remain,

As you have chosen to tell us that the indiscriminate entry of Africans into the towns and cities
would be to the detriment of the Africans themselves causing overcrowding in houses which are
already occupied to capacity we take this opportunity of reminding you that the overcrowding that
exists at present is entirely due to the policy of your department in refusing to allow the local
authority to build houses for Africans at a greatly accelerated rate,

Y our suggestion that these three women and their children should seek settlement in their home-
land: where their husbands may visit them regularly in no way answers their problems. Few Afri-
can men in South Africa are able to afford the money or the time to pay regular visits to remote
homelands and even those who are fortunate enough to work in areas within visiting distance of
their homelands are denied that measure of “mutual society. help and comfort, that one ought to
have of the other” for which marriage was ordained. and which we white people claim for ourselves
as a right. It does not seem to us consonant with Christian principles to speak of husbhands “visit-
ing”’ their wives regularly.

As you have instructed we will advise Mrs. Lata, Mrs. Motloung and Mrs. Mshibe to consult the
Bantu Affairs Commissioner in regard to settlement in the homelands but we state our dissent from
and total condemnation of a system which has taken these three women and their little children
away from their husbands and fathers and sentences them to a separate existence.

Yours faithfully,
Jean Sinclair.
Note

At the end of January. Dr. Koornhof announced that men who were reasonably permanently liv-
ing in the prescribed areas would be allowed to bring their wives from the platteland or the home-
lands to live with them, if accommodation is available. This will not help Mrs. Lata, Mrs. Mot-
loung or Mrs. Mshibe because the Minister said that it would only apply to those men whose mar-
riage took place after 10th December, 1971.

The Black Sash, March 1972 19 Die Swart Serp, Maart 1972



A welcome move or a tiny

concession
NOEL ROBB

Mrs. Robb is the director of the Athlone Advice office and is at the moment acting
chairman of the Cape Western Region of the Black Sash.

On February 3rd It was reported in the Cape Times that “Dr. Koornhof had stated in
the House of Assembly on February 2nd that ‘young Africans’, under ‘certain conditions’
would be allowed to bring their brides from the homelands and the platieland to the
white cities”. (He also said that married African teachers in white areas will in future
be allowed io take their families with them and would receive top priority for housing).
This was hailed by the HNP and UP as a reversal of government policy regarding influx

control and migrant labour.

ut, for the first time, 1 agreed with Dr,
Koornhof that it is no reversal of policy.

Dr. Koornhof said (Argus, 4th Feb.)

that the measure would not be retrospective
— would only operate from December onwards
and “‘that only a very few Africans were in-
volved”, **for instance one large city has let
us know that it only has to deal with 15-20
of such cases each year”. All this concession
means is that after Decemher, 1972, a young
man, who already qualifies to live in a white
area, who has married a bride who lives in
a homeland or in a rural area may bring her
to live with him if there is housing available.
If the men are “young™ and vet “qualify™ they
must have been born in the white area and
I feel sure that this concession will only apply
to such men, Imagine the feelings of a man
who was born in Cape Town and lived here all
his life but whose wife is no longer a bride
and who has lived for years up country, when
he hears that his wife can’t join him but the
bride of a newly married youth can do so.
What about the hundreds of Africans who
have lived apart all their married lives? What
about those wives who have lived with their
husbands in urban areas for years but are
endorsed out on the grounds that one or other
is not qualified or that their residence together
is not legal because the husband pays rent in
the zones? Don't be hoodwinked — this is
a tiny concession and a very clever one
because white South Africans will now sit
back happy in the knowledge (false) that
in future large numbers of Africans will be
allowed to bring their wives into white areas
in which they work. Previously a man born
in an urban area could obtain permission to
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bring his wife into Cape Town if she was born
in another preseribed area — another white
town — now this is to be extended to wives
who live in the homelands or in rural areas
provided that there is available housing. But
in Cape Town today houses are being given
to men born in Cape Town, not to those who
qualify after long service, so it looks as if only
young men born in Cape Town who get mar-
ried after December, 1972, will be allowed to
bring their wives here if there is available
housing,

Dr. Koornhof said “most marriages in the
urban areas involve Africans from preseribed
areas”, He said “it was an exception when an
African wanted to marry a woman from out-
side one of these areas” (Argus, 4th Feb.).
This is an amazing statement which I do not
think is true. Our experience in the Athlone
Advice Office has taught us that wives of
qualified men are very often from a home-
land.

In Bonnievale today men and women who
both qualify and who have lived together
legally for many years are being separated as
a result of a decision to declare the village
where they lived a Coloured village and not
build any married quarters for Africans thus
unhoused. Men may be housed under bachelor
conditions by their employers — the wives
and children must return to their homeland
or if they have none, be resettled in one of
the Resettlement Villages in the Ciskei. One
such family has been told that they may con-
tinue to live together if the man leaves his
good job in a Bonnievale factory and takes
a labourer’s job on a nearby farm. He doesn’t
wish to leave his job, his employer doesn’t
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want to lose him. The same sort of thing is
happening in Stellenbosch where it has been
decided to build no more houses for African
families and to demolish the temporary shacks
in which sueh families have lived for years
— of which families the members are all
yualified - many born in Stellenbosch. The
same thing happened in Elgin a few years
ago when the African village. Newtown, was
demolished and it was decided not to provide
alternative housing for the Africans who lived
there — many of whom were qualified hav-
ing heen born there or lived there for well
over 13 years,

We would be delighted if all Africans who
qualify were allowed to bring their wives to
live with them but I am quite sure the Minis-
ter does not intend this and even if he did
the housing situation makes it quite impos-
sible of achievement. I think the position was
most ably summed up in a leader in the Cape
Times of February 4th. entitled “The eve of a
needle” in which a statement by the Black
Sash  Advice Office in Johanneshurg was
quoted that it seemed more difficult for a
wife to get permission to live with her hus-
band than for a camel to get through the eye
of a needle”. I feel that l.]r. Nkomao is over-
optimistie when he says “all Africans would
weleome the concession. It would diminish the
evil of the migratory labour system.” I'm
afraid it has nothing to do with the migratory
Iabour system at all, All neweomers to white
cities come as contract migrant labourers —
they can never qualify to be resident in the
white area and their wives will never be allow-
ed to join them permanently, I feel that every-
body has fallen into the Minister’s very clever
trap — 15-20 young Africans per year, per
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big city may be allowed to bring their wives
into a city to live with them if there is avail-
able housing. Thousands will continue to live
as bachelors all their working lives while their
wives and children remain in the homelands.
How gullible can we be? As the leader of
February 3rd, Cape Times, said It is of course
ironic in the extreme to have to compliment
a government for allowing man and wife to
live together”. How devasting to discover that
so very few ﬁfrmaﬂ men and their wives are to
be allowed to do so.

MINISTER OF BANTU ADMINIS-
TRATION AND DEVELOPMENT:

Mr. Speaker, the second point I mention-
ed iz that the Bantu are present here for
the sake of their labour. That labour
is regulated by statute; they cannot sim-
ply accept work at random and at will;
no, it is regulated properly according to
statute. in the interests of the Whites
as well as the Bantu. Therefore they
are not here to come and take what is of-
fered to them here in the social, econo-
mic and all kinds of other spheres. That
is why I have on many previous occa-
sions said that the Bantu are here in a
loose capacity. exclusively on the basis
of their iabour. They are not here in a
permanent capacity to acquire what you
and I can aequire in the sphere of la-
bour, and the other spheres. This is not
discrimination, as is so frequently said.
If non-equals do not receive the same,
this is differentiation between people,
but if peoples are offered equality, as
under United Party policy, while they are
told that can have only limited work
opportunities and a limited number of
White representatives, then that is de-
finitely discrimination, They are be-
ing offered equality, but at the same
time they are being cheated so that they
do not receive every item of that equal-
ity. That is deceit and diserimination.

Hansard No. 1. Col. 298.
3rd February, 1972,
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Albany Report

This last year the Grahamstown Branch of
the Black Sash has been given status as a full
fledged region. The Albany Region includes
Port Alfred, Alexandria and inland towns like
Bedford or any other towns in that area which
could conceivably start branches We have
grown up, and our paid-up membe.ship for
last year totalled 51.

This last vear was, I feel, a good vear for
Black Sash -in Grahamstown., This sounds a
ridiculous statement in view of the terrible
things that happened during that period and
in fact, in that sense, this year as with pre-
vious years, for Black Sash — as well as
other organisations and individuals — was
progressively gloomier as more liberties were
curtailed, human dignity violated and the rule
of law more and more supplanted by the rule
of force.

Fingo Village

Nevertheless as a body of people who care
about the present and future of South Africa
we have shown that we will work for what we
believe, in spite of intimidation. I want to
thank my committee first for the unfailing
support they gave me during the year. In fact
they led the way and kept me up to Black
Sash standards. When I was busy with a play
production, it was they who decided on and
organised a stand on the Resettlement camps
which remain a burning issue in South Africa
and are especially important to us in Grahams-
town because of the planned removal of our
citizens who live in Fingo Village. I have been
pushed also by individual members who want-
ed to know what we were doing about some
of the more frightening events of last year
and I never felt in all that time that you as
a branch needed a leader, we were all in it
together. I want to thank you for this.

Last year seemed an exiremely busy year,
especially as most of our members are work-
ing and many of us also engaged with other
organisations in town. We held six general
meetings last year. Two of those were reports
back from conference. Mrs. St. Leger spoke at
our A.G.M. on the conference in Cape Town
and in December, I reported on the Chair.
man’s Conference held in East London. Both
Molly and I gained so much from meeting
with other members and talking with other
regions. We came back equally impressed with
the personalities in Black Sash and full of
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new ideas for our own region, as well as with
a sense of belonging which inspired us to
greater effort. I have suggested to Mrs, Streek.
of Border Region, that our two regions could
meet with Port Elizabeth (i.e. Cape Eastern)
at least once a vear in Grahamstown — the
halfway house — but have so far not heard
anything from her.

Father Kernan. who works in Dimbasa,
showed us slides of Dimbasa and spoke mov-
ingly about the poverty and hardship suffered
by people who have to live there, On the same
evening Ruan Maud took the discussion fur-
ther by pointing out the economic and military
significance of the resettlement policy. At other
meetings we have continued with the plan
worked out by the committee, on instruction
from members, that we should study apart-
heid legislation and we have spent evenings
discussing the Bantu Urban Areas Act, and
the Housing and Slums Aect,

We also arranged a fund-raising coffee
morning in aid of bursaries for African school
children who are all so severely handicapped
because unlike our children, they must pay for
expensive school hooks.

As we are not a charitable organisation,
these candidates were chosen by GADRA
Educational Committee and the money ad-
ministered by them.

Women’s charter

We have had stands on the resettlement
camp policy and on detention without trial,
and helped St. Paul’s College to circulate a
petition against the house-arrest order on Cos-
mas Desmond. We hope this year to give
greater local publicity to the Women’s Charter,
drawn up by the Johannesburg branch of the
Black Sash, by distributing it and the pam-
phlet “Who Cares?” as widely as possible.
Members sent out copies of the cheque (on
African old age pensions) with their Christ-
mas Cards this vear.

As I pointed out in my report to the Chair-
man’'s conference in October, Grahamstown is
a small town where it is still possible for dif-
ferent groups and societies to work together
on local issues. We have therefore felt it im-
portant to work with people rather than on
our own, and this is especially true of the
Fingo Village issue. This last year it became
necessary for the public of Grahamstown to
form some kind of watchdog group interested
in Fingo Village, so that those affected would
not suddenly be moved to inadequate accom-
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modation or forced to move, while in ignor- I hope that the city of Grahamstown will res-
ance of their rights. pond as a community to the uprooting of

We were instrumental in the formation of 6 000 of their fellow citizens. )
such a group, which submitted a memorandum Ann Oosthuizen.

to Dr. Koornhof pointing out the difficulties -
inherent in the establishment of a township

at Committee’s and asking how the people
who were to be moved would be compensated If the Almilg-ihty spares me I shall come I
for the loss of the facilities which Grahams. back to this House next year and report
town offers them. The Urban Bantu Couneil on what the Police has done. I hope that I
submitted a memorandum on, as far as we shall not have to be ashamed of what the
could see from press reports, very much the Police has done but that we will all be
same lines. As Dr. Koornhof has stated there proud of that. South Africa must be saved
will be no removals for 3 to 4 years, we have from this diabolical thing which is threat-
time to Stud}l:l the proposed township in some ening it.
detail and when the necessity for an Advie¢ : ‘s .
Office arises, I hope that it will be established gepuiy Minister of Rolice, The Hon.

- e . L. . M.P., ge
as a joint venture of Black 5&5!1._, Race Rela- Section 6 Hansard No. 18 2;"5;’67
tions, N.U.S.A.5., the Urban Bantu Council Column 7102 T ’
and all other interested bodies in town. In fact ) l

Liberal opposition

The following extract is taken from a paper entitled ‘Organisations available L!ﬂr change’ by M.
G. Whisson, Senior Lecturer in the School of African Studies, University of Cape Town. This
paper has been published in the report of the Spro-cas social commission ‘Towards social change.’
We have chosen this particular extract because it discusses that part of the political spectrum to
which the Black Sash belongs. The Spro-cas reports are essential reading for members of any
organisation which hopes and works for change towards a just society in South Africa. They
may be ordered from Spro-cas, P.O. Box 31134, Brasmfontein, Johannesburg, or from leading

booksellers.

Lihernl readers of the English language constituency to return a Progressive to par-

ress, members and friends of the liament has probably the highest per capita

hurches of the BS.A. Council of income in the country.
Churches, those involved in the English uni- Within the broad category of ‘liberal oppo-
versities or in the social science faculties of sition’ among the whites, there falls a range
some Afrikaans universities and members of of political views which would cover just
other liberal and/or Christian groups are in- about the entire spectrum in some countries
clined to seek for and to find signs of hope — from the free-booting capitalist democrat
for their future in South Africa and for ﬂlf'm who sees the South African system as omne in
eventual triumph of their cause. Their hopes. which opportunities for all can only lead to
and their belief in the good that they can greater wealth for the already secure, through
achieve by working from within South Africa to the leftist totalitarian who sees all events
are not shared by many of their old friends as leading to the ultimate dictatorship of the
who have, for various reasons. become exiles. proletariat. The unity, such as it is, within
Cynies have shrugged off their efforts. ‘They the group is a unity of opposition to the sta.
talk progressive, vote U.P. and thank God for tus quo rather than an organic unity, a unity
the Nats® as one National Party candidate as. of interests rather than a unity of spirit or
serted during the 1970 elections. Others have values.
observed the comfortable circumstances under Their numbers are small, and their influ-
which the majority of articulate white ‘liber- ence correspondingly small politically, only
als’ appear to live and the fact that the only tireir concentration in little groups might en-
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courage them lo imagine that they are more
significant than they really are, a view main-
tained by the thoroughmess with which their
activities are observed by the security services,

Their role in the promotion of change
would appear to lie in three main areas, the
ideological, the human contaets, and the in-
formational. By the articulate delineation of
the goals of a just society, and by the sugges-
tion of means, however currently unaccept-
able, for attaining those goals, the liberal aca-
demies and politicians can provide alternative
pelicies which are carefully considered and
which might hecome practically relevant in a
time of crisis when panic might otherwise be
the dominant motivating force. Further, by
maintaining an intelligent and well informed
critique of the status quo from clearly defined
ideological positions, the liberals provide
stable benchmarks against which the policies
of the state can be evaluated by any who wish
to draw conclusions from their observations.
In any society there is a tendency for people
to imagine that the middle of the road, the
practical norm, is what is current today, even
if by more international standards, or in com-
parison with previous situations, the current
position is far to the right, or far to the left
of that norm or average. If the totalitarian
benchmarks are provided by comparison with
Nazi Germany, Haiti or Russian contrel over
its satellites, it is equally necessary to indicate
the liberal benchinarks with their ideological
principles and their institutional means of
espressing those principles, Just as the emer-
gence of the Herstigte Nasionale Party, sug-
gested that the National Party might be more
moderate than some might have imagined pre-
viously, so the disappearance of the Liberal
Party has put the Progressive Party in the
(internationally) Iludicrous position of the
‘extreme left’.

The maintenance of human contacts is also
a vital activity of the liberal opposition, al-
though it is one lizble to provide fewer grati-
fications to the paternalistic spirit in the fu-
ture. One of the eonsequences of apartheid
has been the reduction of informal personal
contact across the barriers of racial classifica-
tion. Fear, ignorance and inconvenience
have bolstered the legal and residential bar-
riers. Under such circumstances stereotypes
hased upon inereasingly misleading evidence
have tended to develop. For the whites the
stereotypes are based upon the visible non-
voters, i.e. domestic employees, open-air lah.
ourers and others who cannot afford to travel
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in private vehicles. For the non-voters the
slereotypes are based largely upon the strue-
tured employment situation, upon the pro-
grammes conceived and carried out by the
state and upon their experience with the state
Lbureaueracy including tI;w pelice foree. Liber-
ais will have to learn to listen rather tham to
lead, to develop the same sympathy with the
aspirations and fears of the non-voters as they
have developed with the aspirations and fears
of the whites, to recognise tﬁat they have little
more in common with the goals of black
power than they have with the reality of
white power, and that agreeing with people
in a patronising attempt to ingratiate onesself
is swiftly seen for what it really is. The effort
may be painful. but it will be necessary if the
heleaguered bridges of hope are to survive the
process of change and not be abandoned to a
hattle of totalitarian ideologies.

Finally there is the informational role.
Apartheid has flourished in a climate of ig-
norance and self-deception. The defence of
those charged with the prosecution of gross
injustice in the past has always heen either
that they were obeving higher authority or
that they did not know what was going on.
But the systematic collection and publication
of factual material on South Africa is of more
importance than the mere compilation of the
case for the prosecution after some hypotheti-
cal armageddon. Government servants who
prepare policy plans. and electorates who sup-
port the various political parties are caught up
in the vortex of self-deception. Whilst it will
be argued by some that any sound research is
likely to be used by the state to pursue its
own programmes more efficiently, it is also an
article of faith that truth is to be preferred tn
falsehood. and even from the viewpoint of
liberal real politik it may be easier to predict
the rational activities of an opponent than
to prediect and counter the irrational. And
an understanding of events as they unfold in
the present period will be of value in the future
re-organisation of South Africa which will in
time take place.

“I want to confine myself now to the
so-called urban Bantu. I want to say at
once that **urban Bantu™ is not really
a correct concept; it should actually be
“the Bantu in the White Area.”

Dr. the Hon. P. G. I. Koornhof.
Hansard No, 1. Col, 273.

Die Swart Serp, Maart 1972



Aid Centres

NOEL ROBB

n 1964 legislation was passed (Act 67/
I 1964) providing for the establishment
of Aid Centres all over the country so
that “any Bantu who is arrested or convicted
on a charge of having contravened or failed
to comply with such of the provisions of this
Act or the Urban Areas Act... may be ad-
mitted to an Aid Centre . . . and dealt with in
the manner prescribed. This legislation was
greeted with great enthusiasm and high hopes.
Now eight years later very similar legislation
is before the House and this has been hailed
with even more pleasure and excitement — as
if it were something quite new. The only
amendments of any importance to clause 25
of the 1964 Act concerning Aid Centres are
the following:—

a) Africans are to be referred to aid centres
not admitted. Jection 25 (1).

b) Notwithstanding the provisions of Sec-
tion 27 of the Criminal Procedure Aect ( Act
No. 56 of 1955). any Bantu who is arrested
without warrant [for an offence referred to in
subsection f]] mav he referred to an aid een-
tre mstE'ld of 1 tm mediately being taken to a po-

Section 25 (1)).

¢) As in the 1964 legislation, the Bantu
Affairs Commissioner, an officer managing the
Aid Centre. may hold a court in the aid cen-
tre and, whether or not the Bantu referred to
the Aid Centre has been convieted of an of-
fenee against Influx Control laws, “may make
representations that no eriminal proceedings
he taken against such Bantu.™

" may place him
in em plm'nmnt or issue him with the requisite
documents or the eranting to him of the re-
quisite permission or repatriate him and his
denondents 1o his home or last place of resi-
denee or any other place 1indieated by the said
Bantu Affairs Commissioner.” He may nn
longer send him te “a settlement or rehahili-
tation scheme 7 — this is a greap relief to 2ll
ol us,

Two in eight years

Apart from these 3 small amendments the
Act is similar to that of 1964. One wonders
whv only 2 Aid Centres have heen established
in 8 years. Surely the need for these small
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amendments could not really have held up the
implementation of the Act for so many years?

For about 2 years there has been an Aid Cen-
tre at Langa consisting of one small room with
one official administering the centre. To my
knowledge no Africans have been found em-
ployment as a result of being referred to this
Aid Centre but very many have been unable
to obtain permission to remain in the jobs
which they had found for themselves. 'they
were offered rail warrants for themselves and
their families and arrangements were made to
rail their furniture at government expense to
the place to which they were directed. In
some cases they went — and have been with-
out employment ever since. In some cases
they have returned and are now working ille-
gally in Cape Town. Once more the official,
with the best will in the world. has been un-
able to give employment to Africans who are
not permitted to work in Cape Town. Only
those born in Cape Town who have lived here
ever since, or those who have worked here le-
gally and continuously for 15 years, or for
one emplover for 10 vears. are permitted to
accept employment offered. All others are
refused permission to work or live in Cape
Town and are “repatriated”. No where in
this new Bill do I see that the official manag-
ing the Aid Centre will be allowed to disre-
ruud the Law. FEven if the Aid Centre were
te he managed by the Archangel Gabriel assist-
ed by all the lesser angels. he would not he
able to place Africans in emplovment unless
thev qualify to live and work in Cape Town—
until the law i changed. Unless the law is
changed these Aid Centres mayv hide the effect
of the rigid Influx Control legislation — sweep
them under the carpet — but they will not
he able to solve the prohlems of the Africans
who are referred to them,

They want to Le allowed to accept work

offered — they cannot legally be allowed to
do so. They want to be allowed to live with
their husbands or their parents — they can-

not legallv he allowed to do so.

At present Africans arrested for contraven-
ing Influx Control laws are charged and ap-
pear in court — usually within 24 hours.
They may be defended hy the attorney of
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their choice, the public may attend the trial.
Under the new Act it would appear that such
Africans need not be taken io police stations
or charged, but instead will be referred to an
Aid Centre. Will their families know where
they are? Will they be allowed to be repre-
sented in the Court which may be established
in an Aid Centre? Will the publie, particu-
larly their relatives, be allowed to attend the
hearing? After the hearing will they be re-
leased when it is found that they are without
permission to be in the urban area or will
they be repatriated and held in police cells
until this has been arranged? [ don’t wish
to condemn Aid Centres, I want to give them
a fair trial, but I do think we must watech them

very closely and not be lulled to sleep by a
false belief that all will be well in future.

What is needed is a change in the law itself,
not attempts to camouflage the effects of the
law.

According to a report in the Rand
Daily Mail the Johannesburg municipal-
ity is not breaking the law by allowing
a black man and a white man to work
together painting stop signs om the
streets. A municipal spokesman told the
Mail that this is a lawful activity because
the white man paints the letters and the
black man only paints the straight lines.

Athlone Advice Office

he normal unfelding of Government pol-
T icy should give us an interesting year,
one way and another, May there be no
canker in the bud! Everyone is happy to
know that more married African cnup];es are
going to be able to set up homes together in
urban areas in the Republic. What condi-
tions these couples will have to meet we do
not yet know. The term *los hoedanigheid™
(“loose capacity™), applied as it is by Dr.
Koornhof to all urban African residents, with
the apparent implication that none are more
than temporary sojourners in mon-homeland
areas, suggests rather ominously that more
manipulation of people as if they were inani-
mate objects may be ahead. Are they forever
liable to he moved about according to policy
as interpreted by a hierarchy of officials?

Against possibly hopeful signs, our records
cshow a sad tally of encounters with dead ends.
Many human problems have to be written off
as hopeless because of rigid technicalities,

The arrangement for women breadwinners
is said by D.B.A. to be operating smoothly.
This scheme realistically allows a lucky few
women, although not quahﬁeﬁ as residents in
their own right, to remain in the Lape Penin-
sula in living-in domestic jobs which are re.
gistered on a temporary basis, at D.B.A., for
6 or 12 months at a time. All children are to
be sent and kept away, in rural foster homes
or with relatives. A mother can almost al-
ways be relied on to remember her children,
Under this scheme they are provided for from
her earnings, which will probably have to he
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spread over the foster-mother’s whole house-
hold. Such regular income is bound to be
welcomed in the Eastern Cape. But a wo-
man’s permit to be in this area must be in
order, or she cannot avail herself of the ar-
rangements. In terms of Section 11 of Aect
25. 1945, as amended, it is an offence to assist
any African illegally in a prescribed area to
remain there. So Bantu Affairs officials can-
not and will not rectify a permit which has
lapsed, no matter how excellent may be the
personal credentials of the individual concern-
ed. Will Aid Centres be able to get round
Section 117 Most women who need to con-
tinue working in the area for the support of
their dependants know nothing about this ar-
rangement until too late, and when they inter-
cede for renewal of permits which have ex-
pired they are told to leave the area.

Mrs. E. G.

Born in the Transkei in 1916, came to Cape
Town in 1948 and registered in 1955. Her
presence in the area had been aﬂknnwlcdged
and accepted for 14 years when in August
1969 she took leave to go and see her child-
ren, the father having disappeared. She left
another woman in her place and stayed away
longer than arranzed — five months. By the
time she returned the employer had settled
down happily with the replacement and. feel-
ing let down, rubbed in the salt by signing her
hook off retrospectively to ﬁugusl 1969, Mrs.
E. G. hoped that someone wanting her in a
permanent capacity would be able to straight-
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en things but the gap in her record book re-
mained and she was endorsed out at Langa.
Two successive would-be employers took her
to D.B.A,, only to be told categorically that
this woman is now illegally in the area and
eannot work here again. She must rejoin her
children. and their future does not concern
this area.

Another road-block confronts a young girl,
M.Z., who was born here in 1955 and lived
here with her parents until 1967 when she and
her mother were sent to the resettlement town-
ship Ilinge in the Ciskei. Her father at that
time had been *‘only™ 13 years registered in
the area (although 19 years in fact) and only
8 vears with one employer — so he was not
qualified in terms of Section 10 (1) (b) of
the Act and they could not be rehoused in
Guguletu when temporary shacks in the Divi-
sional Council area were demolished — hence
the resettlement. At Ilinge, the mother alleg-
edly became irresponsible and deserted M.Z..
who says that she lived from 1968 until re-
centlv with a neighbour. This friendly neigh-
bour in time found hunger pressing and slip-
ped off to an urban area recently. M.Z. then
made her way. somehow, to her father who is
still in the same job and now well and truly es-
tablished as a resident under Section 10(1)(b)
ol the Aet — put living in single quarters,
M.Z.’s trouble is firstly that she re-entered this
area without a permit. She and her father
have been told that only if she fetches a letter
from the magistrate at Ilinge, verifying the
total lack of a guardian for her there and ask-
ing for her to be re-admitted to the Cape Pen-
insula, can D.B.A. consider giving her permis-
sion to remain in terms of Section 10 (1) (¢)
of the Act. while she remains unmarried at
ieast. Her father must moreover take steps to
relingquish the house allocated to the family
itv the resettlement township. and must re-

claim his belongings from there. It can onmly
be hoped that all this can be achieved. It is
must unsuitable that young girls such as M.Z,
should travel back and forth among strangers
without guidance and protection.

In conclusion, certain employers deserve to
come in for a share of gunning.

Mr. S.G. was employed by a well-known
bakery for 14 years. He is a qualified resi-
dent. but an unskilled labourer aged ahout 60
cannot easily zet re-employed. Through his
Industrial Council and the Labour Depart-
ment he has tried to apply for Unemployment
I'und benefits, but as his weekly wage was
E9.90 and contributions are only deducted
for payment into the Fund from R10,50 per
week upwards. he has no elaim on the Fund.
No form of benefit is available for this man
after all his vears’ service. What sort of old
age does he face? And his wife, how will he
care for her? The relatives are elderly too.

Firms should not get away with paying out
such meagre wages, more especially to men
with long records of service. Where there are
Industrial Councils concerned. in this instance
the Industrial Council for the Baking Industry,
they would do well to press for better pay
packets. covering at the very least unemploy-

ment henefits for ali.
B. VERSFELD
R. N. ROBB

“We are always on the move. We
never seem (o get enough sleep or enough
food. Even when we are sitting we feel
as 1f we are on the move.” That is part
of the truth of travelling from Soweto
to Johanneshurg to earn your daily
bread.

The Star. 1st March. 1972,

Johannesburg Advice Office

The following cases illustrate various diffi-
culties which oceur in the struggle to qualify
in terms of Section 10(1)(a) or (b) of the
Urban Areas Aect.

Mr. M. W. was endorsed out of Sandton
and told that he must register in hizs new
employment as a contract worker. He had a
new reference book so his work record was
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not immediately obvious. He had worked for
one man for 11 years but the employer had
died and his son not only refused to give Mr.
N. a letter but threatened to “spoil his book”.
Mr. N. appealed against his endorsement out
and after his record had been checked his
appeal was allowed and he was registered in the
new employment. His right to remain in the
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area in terms of Section 10(1)(b) had not
heen reflected in his reference book and he
will have to apply again for this.

Mr. N. J. went to apply for a house for
himself and his wife but was told he must
qualify as 10(1)(b) first. He has been regis-
tered in employment in Johannesburg since
1955 — more than 15 vears — and 11 of
those years have been served with one em-
ployer. Unfortunately he was discharged in
error when he was hospitalised at the end of
the ninth of the eleven years and re-engaged
three months later, This is therefore not re-
arded as ten vears continuous employment.
lowever he still claimed he was entitled to
10(1)(b) in view of his being 15 years con-
tinuously resident in the area. His 10(1)(b)
was refused four times and only because of his
persistence was his right eventually recognised.

Mrs. L. S. was ordered to leave Johannes-
burg on two occasions. Her name has never
heen on a house permit nor has she ever
been registered in employment but she first
came to the area many vears ago before women
had to have permits or reference books. She
appealed against her endorsement out and
claimed that because her entry had been lawful
her subsequent continuous residence for more
than 15 years was also lawful. Her appeal was
allowed after a two vear struggle and she has
now been given permission to remain in Jo-
hannesburg in terms of Section 10(1)(b) of
the Act.

Mr. M. H. came to Johannesburg at the age
of 15 in 1955. His name was enumerated on
his uncle’s house permit from that date and he
has lived lawfully in that house ever since.
He applied for a house of his own but his ap-
plication was refused on the grounds that he
was registered in terms of 10(1)(d). He went
to ask for his 10(1)(b) right to be recognised
and reflected in his reference book. He was
told at the Superintendent’s office that the
family file is “missing”, The authorities have
refused his 10(1)(b) because of this missing
file which is in no way his responsibility.

Mr. M. Q. has been unable to qualify as
10(1)(a) or (b). He was born in Alexandra
Township but lived with his mother in the
prescribed area of Johannesburg throughout
his childhood. He then began work and again
lived in Alexandra. He has a permit to live
there but cannot claim 10(1)(a) because he
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did not remain continuously in one prescribed
area since the time of his birth, nor has he
been living for 15 vears in Alexandra since
the date of his return. Many people are in the
same position. Alexandra is so much part of
Johannesburg that they never realised that to
move from one to the other meant that they
were moving out of one preseribed area into
another, thus losing “‘permanent™ rights,

Mr. M. J. N. was refused his 10(1)(b).
He has worked for eleven years for one em-
ployer but the original firm was bought out
by another half way through this period. At
this time all the African employees were offi-
cially discharged by the original firm and im-
mediately registered under the firm’s new
name. Mr, N. was told that this constitutes a
break in his employment and that he cannot,
therefore, qualify.

This same thing frequently happens to men
who have been working as cleaners in blocks
of flats, They are engaged by an estate agent
but every time they are moved from one build-
ing to another they are technically discharged
and employed in the name of the new build-
ing. Many of those who had not yet achieved
15 years in the area but had been 10 years
with one agent have now found themselves
registered on yearly contracts in terms of the
1968 labour regulations and may never be
permitted to qualify beeause the fact that they
have to return to a tribal labour bureau every
year to have a new contract attested is held
to constitute a break in their continuous resi-
dence in a prescribed area.

All power exercised over a nation, must
have some beginning. It must either be
delegated or assumed.

There are no other sources.

All delegated power is on trust, and all
assumed power is usurpation.

Thomas Paine,
Rights of Man — 1738-1809.
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Dedication...

r-.'".' Prill{' and humbleness we declare our

devotion to the 'and of South Africa,
we dedicate ourselves to the service of our
rountry. We piedge ourselves to uphold the
ideals of mutual trust and forbearance,
of sanctity of word, of courage tor the future,
and of peace aml justice for all persons and
peoples. We pledge ourselves to resist any
diminishment of these, confident that this
duty is raquired of us, and that history and

our children wil! defend us.

So help us God, in Whose strength we

Irust.

The Blael: Saal, Marvel 1872

Toewydingsrede . ..

MET trots en nederigheid verklaar ons

ons gehegtheid aan die land van Suid.
Afrika, ons wy ons aan die diens van ons
land. Ons belowe plegtig die ideale te
handhaaf van onderlinge vertioue cn ver-
draagsaamheid, van die = onskendbaarheid
van beloftes, van moed vir die toekoms,
van vrede en regverdigheid teemoor alle
persone cn rasse. Ons beloof plegtig om
ons te verset teen enige vermindering hier-
van, oortuig dat hierdie plig ons opgelé is
en dat die geskiedenis en ons kinders ons

sal regverdig.

Mag God ons help, op Wie se krag oms

ons verlazt.
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