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The Black Sash

Die Swart Serp

THE WORD, “PROTEST", has several definitions but those which have relevance to the principles
and activities of the Black Sash, as found in the Shorter Oxford English Dictionary, are:—
The verb: "To give formal expression to objection, or disapproval; to make a formal declaration

AGAINST seme propesal, decision, or action; to remonstrate’.
The noun: "A formal declaration of dissent from, or of consent under certain conditions only

to, some action or proceeding; a remonstrance',

THE need to protest was the motivating

force which generated the Black Sash,
and it is the motivating foree which has
kept it active, vital, alive during the past 13
vears, Troe, its activities have extended be-
vond the field of pure protest into such areas
as education, the dissemination of in-
formation, the establishment of Advice
Offices, but it is undoubtedly the overwhelm-
ing desire to express dissent that has been
the cohesive agent uniting women of different
parties, political beliefs, religions, ages. in-
lerests in a determination not to allow the
constant onslaughts on  their vardstick of
luman values to pass unchallenged: and it
is this vardstick of human values, this dee
attachment to a moral code which finds the
inhumanity of man to man intolerable, that
all the women of the Black Sash have in
COmmon.

If the dignity of all men were acknow-
ledged there would be no outraged sensibili-
ties; if justice were seen to be done and the
rule of law observed there would be no reason
for protest; if all people were treated with
fairness and none were pushed around the
Black Sash would no longer need to exist, for
it 15 from all these inroads into lluman rights
and frecdoms that its activities stem. No
malter how people might feel eonstrained to
act, or not to act, the fact that injustices and
erueltiez exist should never be lost sight of,
ner the faet that the Black Sash, h}r its VETY
nature. is committed to protest against them.

There are those who maintain that they
do not believe in pure protesl. and who feel
that their energies are better spent in attempt-
ing to ameliorate the plight of the vietims
of injustice and inhumanity., They are fully
entitled to their views. and their unceasing
efforts to help these victims are praiseworthy,
but they err in thinking that assistance is an
alternative to protest for it is not. The one
lias nothing whatsoever to do with the other.
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They share neither ends nor means.

Assistance is palliative — it seeks to soothe
an ulcer which will remain and constantly
recur unless the root cause is exposed and
eradicated. Assistance is therapentic, protest
is preventive, and while therapeutic medicine
SErVes A VEry necessary purpose it is preven-
tive medicine which will eventually have the
most beneficial effect. The Black Sash he-
lieves in protest rather than palliation. Pal-
liation is aimed at superficial symptoms, pro-
test at root causes, One is not necessarily ex-
clusive of the eothers, but neither should thev
be confused with each other.

The value of palliation is immediately
self-evident. The value of protest perhaps re-
uires investigation. In a country such as
South Africa, where the Government is all-
powerful and where the dissenting voice is
almost entirely ignored, it is understandable
that people should doubt the efficacy of
protest, It shows neo immediate or obvious
results. Protest can be likened to a voice
crying out in the wilderness, unheeded and
unheard. But while that veice is crying out
there is always the chance that it might be
heard, if it were stilled there would be nao
chanee at all. It must H-HI'EII}' he Letter to pro-
test than not to protest — to ery out rather
than to remain silent, If people feel that
deing something achieves nothing they must
aurely concede that doing nothing will even
maore certainly achieve nothing.

But there is yet another aspect of pure
protest, perhaps of even deeper significance
than simply the need to do something rather
than nothing, and that iz the absolute neces-
sity to express dissent. If there were no pro-
test the Government would be prefectly justi-
fied in believing that everything it does has
the full co-operation of all people. It would
be entitled to interpret silence as consent for
this reason alone and those who do not con-
sent, those who object or disapprove, are
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morally obligated to voice their dissent. The
only way this is possible is through protest
and protest and more protest. Opposition is
an essenhal ingredient of democraecy, opposi-
tion is dissent, dissent is protest. Protest is
a perfectly legitimate activity, an instrument
of good government which it i= imperative
that all who object should use. It is some-
thing which any democratic government

should appreciate for it is part of the voice of
the people. That is its deepest motivation.
that is its justification, and on that the case
for protest rests.

The Black Sash was born out of protest, it
has survived through protest. and it will con-
tinue to protest until it no longer sees cause
to protest.

WHAT OLIVE SCHREINER
MEANS TO ME

PROFESSOR D. B. MOLTENO Q.C.

Professor of Law at the University of Cape Town

TD EACH ONE OF US, | suppose, who has read anything of Olive Schreiner's writings and
has any acquaintance with her life and ideas, she stands for something different. I, there-
fore, can only say what she stands for to me — and why,

JFIRSTLY, to me, she represents all that

was best in the sunny days of Cape
Liberalism — by which 1 mean the spirit per-
vading Cape Colonial Society during a com-
paratively brief period of its life. That spirit
i> wellnigh extinet today. Olive Schreiner
witnessed the beginning of its end.

Secondly, her writings catch the spirit —-
or so 1t seems to me — emanating from the
plivsical surroundings of my own childhood
— the illimitable plains, the stony Koppies,
the blue distances and the matchless sunrises
and sunsels of the Great Karroo.

Thirdly. she represents to me a type of
human being rare indeed among the sons
and daughters of Man, a personality of a kind
that appears on Earth probably only ocea-
sionally in the course of many generations.
For did she not possess spiritual perceptions
that equipped her with a far deeper insight
inte Man and Nature, a more ample glimpse
of ultimate Truth, than we can ever under-
stand, but wvet are impelled instinetively to
recognise? [ sometimes think that Ghandi,
possibly Lincoln also, were among such spiri-
tual company as this.

And finally — and more personally
Hive Schreiner was an old friend of the large,
but closely  knit, family wherein 1 was
hrought up: she was an intimate of my own
kith and kin of the past generation, who in
hovhood were near and dear to me.

It is Olive Schreiner’s work and views in
the specific field of public affairs that have
most deeply influenced me. No writer that
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I know of has revealed more vividly the ideal
of a truly multi-racial South Africa: has ex
pressed more appreciatively the qualities of
the several racial communities that inhabit
our land; has warned more compellingly
against the perils of inter-racial conflict.

In illustrating her appreciations for. and
services to, her fellow South Africans, Im
me start with the Whites, and, more specifi-
cally, the Afrikaners. Passionately did she
defend the integrity and independence of the
Boer Republics against the threats of violence
directed against them, from the Jameson Raid
to the outhreak of War. During the War it-
self she remained their outspoken and coura-
aeous champion.

“I learnt,” she wrote {“Thoughts on South
Africa”™) “to love the Boer; but more 1
learnt to admire him . . . There is a certain
quiet but high-spirited indomitableness and
an unlimited power of self-control which is
characteristic of the average Boer man and
above all of the average Boer woman which
I have not met in an equal degree in any
other race , . .~

Indeed Olive Schreiner’s role in the dark-
est days of the history of the Afrikaner people
has led one of her biographers, Vera Bucha-
nan Gould, to comment:

“It is strange that Olive Schreiner was not
regarded as their leroie champion by the
Afrikaners. All that she saerificed by cham-
pioning their cause does not seem to have
heen iealised . . . ™

I think that the answer is obvions. Afri-
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kaner nationalism, having received the gill
of liberty bestowed by British liberalism
largely 'I'.hrﬂu h the influence of such as
Olive .‘:schrmuer — has hecome a noisy sclf-
seeking cult of those Afrikaners who are in-
tent on the dominance over all other racial
communities, abjuring all liberals, from
whose 1deals ﬂnav benefitted in the past. but
which from their very nature. present obs-
tacles to their perpeirating on others 1the
similar — though far worse — outrages of
which they made such elamorous and lachn-
mose complaint when perp trated against
themselves,

Also Mive Schreiner’s spirit. comprehend.-
ing in its sympathetic embrace the whole
human family, is surely essentially alien to
the spiritual isolationism. and consequent
aridity. of Afrikaner nationalism. As Sir
James Rose-Innes wrote in his Memoirs.

“I should eall myself an Afrikaner, were
it not for the tendency to confine that term to
those wlose ancestors landed here before the
British occupation, and to such newer arri-
vals as are animated by “the South African
spirit’, I have neither Voortrekker nor
Hug‘ummt blood in my wveins, and ‘the South
African Spirit’ as understood hy those who
extol it, implies a view on the Native ques-
tion which I cannot share . . . 7

Olive Schreiner lived most of her life in
the hevdey of British imperialism: her own
country was a victim of that imperialism, in
its most aggressive phase: she witnessed that
country overrun by British troops, to the
strains of “We don’t want to fight, but by
jingo il we do™. “Soldiers of the (Queen™,
and “Goodbye. Dollie Gray™: she heard her
own hrather, Cape Colonial Prime Minister
at the outbreak of War. traduced as a rebel
against his ‘Snvf-rmgn Yet. despite all this.
and her awn unswery ing advocacv of the Boer
canse, and her denunciation of Kitchener's
eoncentration camps. and generally of the
excesses of his soldierv. she remained. at
heart. loval to the true England. the genuine
national character whereof she =0  deeply
valued. and to whose people she essentiallv
helonged. eulturally and spiritually as well
as bv desecent,

"to Prefer Justice to Self-interest!’

“*Without any national wrejudice”™. she
wrote in “Thoughts on South Africa”. “may
one not say that no people in the world ever
posseszed a section more determined to see

things nakedly as they really are, and whe-
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ther personally or nationally, to prefer jus
tice to self-interest, than a section of our Eng-
lish people. Have there ever been states-
men in any land who have more fearlessly
denounced injustice and oppression. not
merely when exercised towards their own na-
tion, but by it, than Burke and Chatham . . ?
if no nation has more misrepresented,
neglected and persecuted its sons of light,
no nation has had more of them to perse-
cute,”

And she, who had seen and denounced im-
perialism at its worst, still retained the sense
of fairness and the soundness of judgment to
appreciate it at its best. Hence her dedica-
tion of “Trooper Peter Halkett:”

“To a great pood man, Sir George Grey,
once Governor of the Cape Colony. who dur-
ing his rule in South Africa, bound to him-
self the Dutchmen. Englishmen and Natives
he governed, by an uncorruptible juslice and
broad humanity; and who is remembered
among us today as representing the nohlest
attributes of Imperial Rule.”

Indeed Olive Schreiner’s writings are re-
plete with examples of her own deep attach-
ment to those basic values — tolerance., jus-
tice, devotion to pcraﬂnul liberty, the search
for truth wherever it may lead — which,
though of course universal in character. are.
nevertheless, recognised attributes specifically
of the British character at its best. And it
was, no doubt, the natural attraction of those
values for her. as well as her precocious in-
tellect. that inspired and enabled Olive
Schreiner to read and absorhb mu::h Fnglish
philosophers and historians as Spencer. Mill.
Buckle, Gibbon. when as yet little more than
a child.

In regard, specifically, to the characteristie
of tolerance, Olive Schreiner’s unerring ins-
tinct drew the line strictly hetween genuine
tolerance, which respects the sincerely held
opinions of others, however deeply they
might differ from hers, and mere weakness.
that shrinks from denuncistion of designed
evil. The distinetion is brilliantly portrayed
in a letter of 25.5.96, contrasting Rhodes and
her brother, Will Schreiner, then Cape Priine
Minister :

“Rhodes with all his gifts of genius and
insight — and. below the Faacmahnnf surface.
the worms of falsehood and corruption cresp-
ina . . . As he hetraved Sivewrizht and has
betraved all men who trusted and loved him.
0 he will one day betray Will . . . Poor.
noble old Will: T am hitterly opposed to him
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on the Native Question now, but, if ever his
intellect is enlightened (as its seems to me)
and he takes another view, he will hold it
honestly and sincerely™.

Nor would it be fair to attribute the con-
trast thus drawn to family affection and
lovalty. Indeed, W. P. Schreiner did, in time,
“take another view” and “hold it honestly
and sincerely”. Let Sir James Rose-Innes,
writing of Schreiner in his Memoirs, tell the
tale :

“For the early crudity of his Native views
he lived to make magnificent amends. When
exactly he took the road to Damascus it is
difficult to say: but somewhere on that jour-
ney a sudden light fell upon him in the
brightness of which he walked thereafter all
his days.”

Warm and all-embracing love

Which brings me to Olive Schreiner’s at-
titude to her non-White compatriots and her
approach to race relations generally. That
approach was based not only on her great in-
tellectual powers, and her unique gifts of in-
tuition and perception, but also, as always
with her. on warm and all-embracing love
for her kind. however., alien to herself in
blood, ecultural development or social back-
ground.

“The South African Bantu (a race pro-
bably with a large admixture of Arab blood!)
as distinet from the West Coast negro . . .
has never been subjected to the dissolving
and desocialising ordeal of slavery. We find
him in the land of his growth with all the
instinets of the free man intact: . . . with
his social instincts almost abnormally deve-
loped and fully active . . . Every man and
woman who has studied the Bantu . . . knows
that the proudest of us may envy many of
the social virtues which the Bantu displays.
In our small, permanent and largely South
African born, Asiatic population we have a
section of people sober, industrious and in-
telligent, rich with those deep staying pow-
ers which have made many Asiatic peoples
so persistent, and often dominant, in the past
and present. Even in the most disorganised
element of our population, often without
definite race and social traditions, I believe
that careful study will show it to compare
favourably. and often most favourably, with
analogous classes in Europe . . .7

Her rare prescience
The quotation is from “Closer Union.”
originally published in the form of a lengthy
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letter, dated 30-10.1908, to the “Transvaal
Leader”, which appeared in that journal on
22.12.1908. It was thereafter published in
England as a booklet, and had long been out
of print when it was republished in Cape
Town by the Constitutional Reform Associa-
tion in 1960, the year of the half-centenary
of Union. It is largely a plea for the adop-
tion by the National Convention, then in ses-
sion, of a federal, as opposed to a unified,
constitution for South Africa, but is quoted
here because it summarises (Mive Schreiner’s
views on the race question. Those views are
remarkable not for the appreciation they re-
flect of the qualities ﬂfP non-White South
Africans, as appears from the extract just
gquoted, but for the rare prescience with
which the author predicted the inevitability.
under twentieth century conditions, of inter-
racial integration. both on a world scale and
in South Africa in particular, which would
render impossible, and ultimately fatal. poli-
cies based on apartheid and White baasskap.
Thus:

“The problem of the twentieth century
will not be a repetition of that of the nine-
teenth . . . The walls dividing continents are
breaking down: everywhere European, Asia-
tic and African will interlard. The world on
which the twenty-first century will open
its eves will be one widely different from
that which the twentieth sees at its awaking.
And the problem which this ecentury will
have to solve is the accomplishment of this
interaction of distinct human varieties on the
largest and most beneficient lines, making
for development of humanity as a whole, and
carried out in a manner consonant with
modern ideals and modern social wants.”

It is passages such as this in her writings
that sometimes give me the feeling that there
is, in truth, a type of human being, however
rarely found, that possesses gifts of insight
into the unfolding future that cannot be ac-
counted for merely by the power of the in-
tellect. Of such. according to ancient tradi--
tion, were the 0ld Testament prophets. Of
such, likewise, according to the belief of mil-
lions, were the founders of world religions.
And. if such there be. Olive Schreiner was
surely of their company.

A vision of things to be

One must remember she was writing in
1908 — from which a lesser span of time
separated the emancipation of American
Negro slaves than separates the time she was
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writing from the present day. In 1908, more-
over, vast tracts of the Continent of Africa
had been comparatively recently discovered;
and, save for the extreme north and south,
and various strips of coastline, that Continent
was as yet unawakened from primordial pri-
mitiveness. White domination of the E‘

East, moreover, appeared impregnable. Bri-
tain, especially, “held the glittering East in
fee”. It is almost as though Olive Schreiner
had experienced a vision of ““things to be”
— national independence of Black, Brown
and Yellow peoples; large scale non-White
movement into formerly exclusive White ter-
ritories, such as West Indian migration to
Britain, or negro migration from the “0Id
South™ of the U.S.A. to the industrial North
an incipient “Parliament of Man™ in the
form of the vast multi-racial U.N. Assembly.

“We in South Africa.” she continued, “are
one of the first peoples in the modern world,
and under the new moral and material con-
ditions of eivilisation, to be brought face to
face with this problem in its acutest form. On
our power to solve it regally and heroically
depends our greatness.

If it be possible for us out of our great
complex body of humanity (its parts possibly
remaining racially distinet for centuries) to
raise up a free, intelligent, harmonious na-
tion, each part acting with and for the bene-
fit of the others, then we shall have played a
part as great as that of any nation in the
world’s record. And as we today turn our
eves towards Greece or Rome or England for
models in those things wherein they have ex-
celled, nations in the future . . . will be com-
pelled to turn their eyes towards us and fol-
low our lead, saying ‘Hers was the first and
true solution of the problem’.”

After more in this strain comes the terrible
warning :

“But if we fail in this? — if, blinded by
the gain of the moment, we see nothing in
our dark man but a vast engine of labour:
if to us he is not a man, but only a teol; . ..
if, uninstructed in the highest forms of
labour, without rights of citizenship, his own
zocial organisation broken up., without our
having guided him to participate in our own
if, unbound to us by gratitude and sympathy,
and alien to us in blood and eolour, we reduce
this vast mass to the condition of a great
seething, ignorant proletariat — then I would
rather draw a veil over the future of this
land.”
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While Olive Schreiner thus perceived =o
clearly the essential conditions for the ultim-
ate viability of South African society — she
was probably one of the first White South
Africans to perceive them — she was far from
being a facile optimist — and this despite her
love for, and faith in, many of the qualities
of the various peoples of the land of her
birth. On the contrary, it is probably the
truer estimate that her keen intellect and sen-
sitive intuition induced in her a sad but real-
istic pessimism. More than a decade before
she penned the lines I have just quoted, we
find her writing to Merriman :

The far future of Africa

“It is the far future of Africa . . . which
depresses me. I believe we are standiﬂg on
the top of a long downward slo We shall
reach the bottom at last, probably amid the
horrors of a war with our mative races, then
not the poor, savage but ZENerous races whﬂm
we might have bound to ourselves hy a little
generosity and sympathy . . . but a fierce,
half-educated much brutalized race, who will
have their own. I see always that day . . .
and it iz with reference to it that I judge of
many things in the present.”

It was not for two generations that that
unfortunate, but dread, social type, the tsotsi
— product of urban areas laws, pass laws,

“influx control”, tax raids, llqunr raids, ne-
glect of c:mllzed educational facilities and re-
creational amenities, calculated destruction of
African family life, and denial by law of all
hope and opportunity—was destined to make
his appearance on the South African scene.
But back in 1897, it is evident, Olive Schrei-
ner perceived his outlines taking shape
amidst the storm clouds of the future.

Perhaps I may be permitted to conclude
by quoting my own tribute to Olive Schrei-
ner in my Foreword to the 1960 edition of
*Closer Union™:

“The writings of Olive Schreiner have
gained international celebrity, on account, I
helieve, not only of their matchless language
but of the content of the message which they
convey. That message, though addressed
specifically to the peoples of Suuth Africa. is
based on values of universal validity. To her.
the plural society of South Africa was a
microcosm of a wider world society, and it
is evident that this truth accounts for the
world-wide interest in, and concern for, South
African inter-racial affairs, which we are wit-
nessing today.”
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THE U.C.T. SIT-IN

JAMES MOULDER

Mr. Moulder is President of the University Christien Movement, and a Minister

of the Methodist Church, He was a lecturer in Philosophy at Rhodes University

when he delivered this address to students there as part of the Arts and Science
Week programme.,

PEDFLE HAVYE BEEN ASKING why there have been so many student protests in 1968, They

want to know what students are advocating.

Faced with such questions and insufficient

information and expertise to make organised sense of all that is happening, | will make no at-

tempt to suppl

these questions with general answers.

Fortunately, better brains than mine

are equally baffled and are producing far from final answers to such questions. As one of Ox-
ford's outstanding historians said when he was asked what students are after:

"Wheo the hell knows?
dated tomorrow."

| can't answer it, for whatever | write tonight would probably be out-

On the other hand, Prof. D. V. Cowen, who gave the 1968 Dr. E. G, Malherbe Academic Free-
dom Lecture — on "The rights and responsibilities of students in a medern University'" — was
somewhat more adventurous, He claimed that three significant elements stand out as the root causes

of student unrest.
FIRSTLY, a widespread dissatisfaction and

disenchantment with the state of society
itself in all its dimensions.

Secondly. righteous indignation against

dishonesty and inner contradiction.

Thirdly, an almost desperate search for
values to live by, a vearning for a sense of
direction and for belief in the worthwhile-
ness of life.

If Prof. Cowen was analysing student pro-
test on the international scene, then all three
of his points probably stand. If he only had
so-called ‘white’ South African students in
mind, then I'm not so sure that he could sub-
stantiate his first point — the one about
widespread dissatisfaction and disenchant-
ment with the state of society in all its dimen-
sions. 1 may be open to correction, but I
sense very little by way of such dissatisfac-
tion and disenchantment with the state of
our society on, for example, the Rhodes cam-
pus. In fact, I am somewhat disenchanted
and more than dissatisfied that Rhodes stu-
dents seem to be more enthusiastic aboul
putting out the security officer’s torch than
fanning the flame of academic freedom which
LUCT students are trying to keep alive. And
while T appreciate the legitimate and wide-
spread indignation against a disciplinary code
which has as one of its basic principles that
a Rhodes man and woman must at all times
have both their feet on the ground. I wish
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that the same people would become as in-
dignant about the similarly archaic and
paternalistic restrictions on contact between.
sav. Rhodes students and those of Fort Hare.

But be that as it may. Having put my
cards on the table to the question of what
I regard as some of the really important is-
sues confronting both the Rhodes students
and the Rhodes staff at the moment. let me
return to Professor Cowen’s second point —
the one about righteous indignation against
dishonesty and inner contradication. This
is the point in which I am interested and
which I want to pursue for the rest of the
time at my disposal. Furthermore 1 want
to confine my attention to what has become
known as ‘the Mafeje case’: and I want to
attempt the guestion.

“Why are some UCT students and staff
members protesting?”
and answer some criticisms which have
been directed against their sit-in.

Why are some UCT students and staff
members protesting?

I am convinced that it is their righteous
indignation against the inner contradiction in
their Council’s decision not to appoint Mr.
Archie Mafeje to a Senior Lectureship in
Social Anthropology which is the root cause
of the UCT sit-in. They were tired of re-
affirming academic freedom on holy days
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and contributing to ils demise on working
days, They were tired of having their deeds
contradict their words. They were tired of
heing reminded that the purpose of the an-
nual T.B. Davie Memorial Lecture 1s:

“to keep before the Universily a remin-
der of the seriousness of its loss {of aca-
demic freedom ), to keep alive its faith that
the lost freedom will one dayv he restored.
and to keep its members vigilant lest fur-
ther inreads inle it: remaining freedoms
should be made.”

And as ll!.EJ-' were lired, l]ll:':r' sat down!

I will return to this point later, At this
stage | simply want to underline Prol.
Cowen's point about ‘righteous indignation
arainst dishonesty and inner contradiction’,
I am convineed that one of the most serious
IITHI:]]E‘TIIH {:unfl':mting S ITNe: 51!“'][ L""I.Ilj'i[.'tl.[l
universities, and student organizations like
NUSAS and the UCM. is the Government’s
determination to prevent people from at-
tempting to translate their verbal expressions
of their convictions about university educa-
tion and about human relations into deeds.

It ought to be obvious why people become
angry when they cannot do what they want
to do. It ought to be even more obvious
why people become angry when they are pre-
vented from acting on what, in the Western
world at any rate. are regarded as the normal,
civilized prineiples on which a university
ought to be based and the normal, moral and
Christian principles which ought to regulate
one’s relationships with and treatment of
other people, But in ecase it is not ohvious
why people become angry in such circums-
tances; in case il 1s not obvious why they
ought to become angry in such cireumstances,
et e try to explain.

Freedom of theought — that is, the free-
dom :

“to think candidly and intrepidly about

the fundamental issues in the life of the

individual and the community on the

Greek principle that an unexamined life is

no life for a man — .7
i= meaningless unless it is accompanied hy
the freedom to act upon the convietions and
conclusions at whiclh one has arrived. Being
free to think is no freedom at all unless there
i= also freedom to take appropriate action.
Not only to he frez to think. but to follow

(% Sir Walter Moherley
“Crisis in the University™)
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whither the thoughts lead is the essence of
freedom of thought.

It is this connection which ought to haold
between freedom of thought and freedom of
action which the Governments of the past
20 years have been systematically eroding. It
is because this connection between freedom
of thought and freedom of action has been
eroded that members of the Universiiy of
Cape Town have put both their feet and their
hottoms down and decided that they have had
enough of this dishonesty and inner contra-
diction between their words and their deeds.
In other words: the students and staff at
UCT have demonstrated that they are no lon-
ger prepared to accept the dictuin that they
may think as they please so long as they re-
main cowering on their knees. And they are
right in so doing bhecause nct to match one’s
verbal expressions of one’s convictions with
the behaviour which is eonsistent with those
convictions, underimines one’s integrity and
lays one open Lo the charge of hypoerisy.

This demand for consistency was well put
by Prof. M. W. M. Pope. Professor of Clas
sics at the University of Cape Town for the
past 11 vears, who resigned 6 wecks ago when
he heard of the decision not to appoint Mr.
Archie Mafeje to the staff because of Govern-

ment pressure.

“The present situation at UCT is Faintly
ahsurd. On the one side you have a uni-
lateral declaration of autonomy and aca-
demic fieedom. On the other you have
a Minister of Eduecation manufacturing a
‘tradition’ for us of which we have no
knowledge at all. It is laughable and total-
Iy unreal.”

Indeed. it is. DBut it is elso dishonest and
inconsistent. Thus part of the answer to the
gquestion why UCT students and staff mem-
hers are protesting is simply this; they want
to match their pronouncements on academie
ireedom with deeds. They want UCT to he
what they believe a university ought to be
— free to determine on academie grounds

alone who shall teach and who may bhe
taught.
But the students and staff members of

UCT are protesting for at least ome other
reason. They are protesting hecause they
have recognised that segregated universities
are inferior universities.

Segregated universities are inferior unmiver-

sities. This was the conclusion the Appeal

e Swart Serp, Felrwarie, 1840,



Court of the United States came to in a 1954
judgement on the issue of segregation in
education. The unanimous decision of the
Comt was that:

“In the field of public education the doe-
trine of ‘separate but equal’ has no place,
Separate educational facilities are inherent-
Iv unequal.”

Segregated universities are inferior for at
least three reasons:®

Firstly, it is difficult — in fact, it is 1m-
possible to provide ‘separate but equal’
library and laboratory facilities. It is also
impossible to duplicate equally the inter-
change of overseas staff and lecturers. This
varticular lack is, of course, no great skin
off the nose of a so-called *white’ university
like Rhodes. But students at Fort Hare and
elsewhere are deprived in this way. And our
own facilities could be improved if money
was not being wasted to give visible expres
sion to the scatterbrained opinion that Suzre
is a divine correlation between people’s pig-
mentation and their grey-matter!

Secondly, segregated students are denied
the freedom to seek learning from the teach-
ers of their choice with the speeial qualifica-
tions they need and desire. Once again this
is a liability which so-called ‘non-white’ stu-
dents suffer under more obviously than so-
called ‘white” ones. But as the Mafeje case
so clearly demonstrates, the shoe can — and
in the future will probably increasingly
be on the other foot. To put it more bluntly :
if Mr. Mafeje is not appointed to the Senior
Lectureship in Social Anthropology at UCT
then students who read that subject will be
tanght by some ‘white’ lecturer who is less
qualified and capable than he is. And il
that is not a good reason for protesting
against Mr, Mafeje’s non-appointment then
I don’t know what is!

Thirdly. receiving an eduocation is maore
than simply acquiring enough information to
scrape through an examination. The amount
of text-book information one manages to ac-
quire while at a university is probably the
least important reason for being there. Mu:ﬂh
more important is what one learns about life
and about other people; not in formal con-
texts. hut only half-consciously and via a pro-
cess of osmosis, Segregated students how-
ever suffer this kind of impoverismment
through separation from people of other cth-

cCompare J. Hamilton Russell “The Universily
aund Polities.”
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nic and cultural groups with whom they
must learn to live together for the rest of
their lives.

These three reasons together amount to the
second reason why UCT students and staff
members are protesting at the moment. They
do not want ECT to become more segregated
and therefore more inferior than it alreadv
is. What's more, it is not only UCT’s status
as a university which has been impoverished
in this way., Both students and staff at
Rhodes, and at every other segregated univer-
sity in the world, are suffering a similar im-
poverishment of education.

This brings me to an end of my attempt
to answer the question about the reasons UC%
students and staff members are protesting.
They have recognised that freedom of
thought is meaningless unless it is accom-
panied by the freedom to act upon the con-
victions and econclusions at which one has
arrived. They have recognised that segregated
education is inferior eduecation.

Replies to some critics

I now want to deal hriefly with criticisms
which have been levelled at the UCT sit-in.

Senator de Klerk has complained that they
have opposed Government policy. For once
Senator de Klerk is correet. But I fail io
se¢ what point, if any. he is trying to make,
Before 1948, Senator de Klerk opposed
Government policy. If the Nationalist
Government were defeated at the next elec-
tion, Senator de Klerk would no doubt once
again oppose Government policy. So what’s
all the fuss about?

The Prime Minister has complained that
students should not meddle in politics but
gzet on with their studies. I have two com-
ments on his complaint :

Firstly, I want to remind him that it was
a Nationalist Government which decided that
I8 year olds are intelligent and responsible
enough to have the vote. It was a Nationalist
(rovernment therefore that decided that stu.
cdent and other 18 year olds ought to meddle
in politics. Once again 1 fail to see what all
the fuss is about. As the Prime Minister
knows from his own experience in the 193075
and early 1940°z; one of the most respectable
ways of participating in politics is to join a
political  party which 15 opposed to the
government of the dav. And as he also knows
from personal experience. one of the other
recognised ways of expressing one’s political
convictions is to protest against what you re-
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gard to be inconsistencies and injustice’s in
Government policy. Surely the Prime Minis-
ter is not so naive as to imagine that every
student in the country is one of his support-
ers?

Secondly, I fail to see how it is possible
not to meddle in politics. This point has
recently been well made by Mr. J. Hamilton
Russel in his highly to be recommended lec-
ture — The University and Politics, I quote.

“How can anvone keep out of polities?
Everything is politics. Everything that
happens to man is the subject of political
action. No-one should try to limit the
scope of learning and enquiry. Polities,
religion, science, apartheid, the Rule of
Law, all must be examined and disputed,
queried and questioned until the truth is
found.

To be true to themselves members of
universities should apply the same concept
of reason and objectivity to their examina-

tion of all national issues, While main-
taining an ardent spirit of protest against
all that is unjust or politically immoral
they should avoid emotional thinking or
action, They should know, from the ex-
ample of government action, that it is dan-
gerous to think with blood.”

Implicit in both Senator de Klerk and the
Prime Minister’s complaints, is a criticism
which a great many editors of English news-
papers have raised against the UCT sit-in;
namely, a questioning of the method used by
the UCT students and staff in expressing their
dissatisfaction., The implied argument in
such complaints and questions is the claim
that the only valid means of expressing one’s
political convietions is via the ballot-box.
And the reason this argument is advanced is
that those who advocate it are, quite rightly,
afraid of hooliganism and violence. 1 share
their fears. But let’s get the record straight
and keep it that way: the UCT students have
neither behaved violently nor with vulgarity.
As I said near the beginning of this argu-
ment : having become tired of not being able
to act upon the convictions they hold, they
simply sat down.

The only violent and provocative utter-
ance so far made, came from the Prime
Minister at Heilbron last Friday. And the
only acts of hooliganism and violence have
come from students who are opposed to the
convictions which are held by those UCT stu-
dents and staff members who are engaged in
the sit-in. In other words: the violence and
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vulgarity which is feared, is coming — not
from the UCT students and staff — but from
those opposed to their action.

What’s more, the 20th century source of
this dignified and non-violent way of protest-
ing against injustice has a South African
source. I am referring, of course, to the life
and teaching of Mahatma Gandhi. All the de-.
tailed methods of civil disobedience which
have since swept the world — from card-
burning to oath-taking to marching — were
first improvised in such localities as the
Mosque in Durban or (as it was popularly
called) the Jewish Theatre in Johannesburg,
or in such rural stations as Volksrust.

This is not the time or the place to discuss
Gandhi’s method of non-violence. I simply
want to point out that it is the same method
of protest which the UCT students and staff
are employing. And I want to quote one
sentence from Erik H. Erikson’s outstanding
1968 T. B. Davie Memorial Lecture on In.
sight and Freedom. He says:

“South Africa may have every reason to
be as proud of this export., the Gandhian
method. as it is proud of its gold and its
diamonds; for whatever the long range
political fate of militant non-violence may
he the spirit of its origin has, I believe,
added lasting insights to our search for
truth.”

I must close. I do so with two quotations.

The first comes from Professor Julins Eb-
hinghaus, the Rector of Marburg University,
This is what he said when that famous Ger-
man University, closed down by Hitler, was
eventually reopened in 1945:

“One fact remains unfortunately too true,
The (German universities failed. while
there was still time, to oppose publicly with
all their power the destruction of learning
and of the democratic state. They failed
to keep the beacon of freedom and justice
burning through the night of tyranny so
that it could be seen by the entire world.”
My second quotation comes from General
Smuts. In 1934, while addressing the mem-
bers of St. Andrews University, he mourned
the fact that other countries, unlike South
Africa had:

“Lost the sturdy independent-minded
freedom-loving individual and replaced
him by a servile, standardised, mass ment-
ality.”

which he called :

“the greatest menace of our time.”
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Still contrasting South Africa and Europe
to the latter’s disadvantage. he went on to
say

“Minorities are trampled down. Dissi-
dent views are not tolerated and are force-
fully suppressed . . . intellectual freedom

i« disappearing with political freedom, free-

dam of conscience, of speech and of the

Press, and that of teaching, is mm exireme

danger . . . "

He closed hiz address with an observation
and two questions:

“The fight for human freedom is the
supreme issue of the future . . . Are we
soing to leave the field free to those who
threaten our fundamental human ideals
and our heritage of the past? Or are we
eoing to join in battle for the breaking of
pur bonds and the enlargement of our
range of free choice and free action P
Mr. Chairman. Ladies and Gentleman:

come students and staff members at UCT
have answered these two questions. So must
W,

STINKWATER

A JOURNALIST

THE CASE OF STINKWATER AND KLIP-

GAT, those appropriately named shanty
towns north of Pretoria, where more than
100 African families were dumped in the heart
of the coldest winter, shows once again the
eolid. inhuman attitude of the Government 1o-
wards the African people.

Far whatever reason they were uprooted.
whether valid or not. the fact that they were
Foreed to shiver in tents and lean-to shacks
during the weeks of sub-zero temperatures was
deplorable.

The Bantu  Administration  Department
claims that the families are happier in the
voloser settlement areas”™.  Closer lo what?
One may well ask. Certainly not closer 1o
ilie homes thev loved and Dbived in for up
to ferty vears. and in somoe cases longer.

Stinkwater was quite rightly branded as the
~limehill of the Transvaal™, as living condi-
tinns in the dense bushveld are shoeking. The
B AD. made no effert to improve them —
until press publicity on the affair had caused
such  acule embarrassment that they were
forced to sink several boreholes,  Otherwise
they maintained comtempiunus departmenial
silence.

Again the department had thought they
could get away with uprooting the families
without a word being said to the Press.  Again
they were wrong. When first menlion was
made of the removals, officials fHew into a
flurrv. Pressmen were refused entry and no
special permits were allowed. Then., when this
was shown up. to their great embarrassment,
the authorities laid on a visit to the “show-
plece areas .
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I spoke to families in the Stinkwater area.
and almost without exception they said they
would have preferred to have stayed where
they were. near Eersterus. It was cloze to
their work, close to the railway station, close
tln their friends, and most of all close to their
iearts.

Offieials of the B.AD. claimed that the
families were, withoui exception willing to
move from the “absolute squalor™. Proof of
this was an Alrican man whe was handed a
form giving him six days to leave howe.

He was told thai if he was not off the land
within that time, his house would be bull-
dosed down with all his possessions inside.

What could the families do? Whe could
they turn to for preteciion? As one man
said: ~If I eamplained too much, they would
have told me 1 was an illegal squatter.  Thev
wauld have lorced me to go to a "homeland
far from Pretoria. where 1 Lave never been.”

The familics were taken to Klipgat and
Stinkwater in lorries. They were lefi irn the
veld with ane tent per family, and told to
Build their own houses. They were told that
the tents would he removed in three months.

Many said they eould not afford to build
their houses. They were foreed to put to-
sether leando shacks from rusty ecorrugated
iron sheets, cardboard and seraps of wood.
Anything to keep the cold oul.

Bus fares

One man said he spent nearly R12 a month
on bus fares to and from work. nearly a third
of his monthly wage. Most of the men were
employed at Silverton. which is close 1o
Fersterus. They now have to travel 35 to 41
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miles to work by bus and then train.

These men rise at 3 a.m. to eatch the early
hus., and return (rom work at 9 pm. A
Coloured woman said that since their move
tn Lllpﬂal. she ||ﬂrdh ever =ce= her husband.

“He gets up too early in the morning. When
he gets home he sleeps unlnﬂlmtnl:-,.j she
said.

Very generously the department said that if
the men found the travelling expenses 1oo
high. “They will be at liberty to stay in a hos-
tel. cither in -"!‘Intt{'.!['li.ig{.‘il]]ﬁ' or Mamelodi™.
Home life and the need for a father for the
children at home. was of no coneern to the
department,

Amenities

Let us consider what amenities were avail-
able in the area when the families were moved.
Mo medical facilities 1n the area at all. The
nearest clinie 15 at Boekenhoutfontein, about
eight miles from Klipgat. and cnnhlderailh
further from Stinkwater.

No schools exist in the two areas, and the
parents and children alike agree that it is too
far to walk to Boekenhoutfontein. Shops —
there 12 one general dealer who runs a roar-
ing business in the old section of Klipgat.
But, aceording to the residents, he charges
what he likes because of the lack of competi-
tion. There is no shop near Stinkwater.

The penple say it s [’]IE"E]:IPI' to -.hnp in Pre-
toria, and rather pay for the bus fares, than to
-|lt:-p al the store at Klipgat.

Problems arise there too. as the bus com-
panies exploit the situation by charging 5c
extra for cach parcel carried on the bus. They
cannot win., No wonder they shrug their
shoulders and sit in the sun disspiritedly.

Worst of all are the lack of toilet facilities.
water and lighting. At Klipgat alone, more
than 2,000 people drew water from one hole —
the only water in the area. When it rained.
the run-off water rushed down the slopes into
the water hole causing the area to be one large
mud hath.

For days after the storm the people were
without water. There is now a borehole. sunk
after the hew and cry. But the Africans still
prefer the fountain water and say the water
in the tanks has a peculiar taste.

The water situation at Stinkwater is equally
bad. Until recently the families were drawing
their drinking water from a river where cattle
drink. Little wonder some of the children
suffer from chronie diarrheoa and other sick-
nesses.
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The removal from Eersterus

Let uz now consider the validity of the re-
maoval from Fersterus. Most of the families
owned the land they lived on, but admittedly
there were several “squatters™ come Ln the
cities looking for work. chased off the farms
wheore I','Iu;-}' were horn — in faet r:‘*ﬁl;ﬂ:f'-' in
their own country.

Where could they go? The B.A.D. had the
answer — to Stinkwater, obviously.

The homes at Eersterus were bought out
by a private conecern.  Quite rightly, the fami-
lics were paid out for the land. but they too
had nowhere to go. They were refuszed per-
mission to enter the townships. and all applica-
tions to find housing was refused.

The business man who bought the land =z2id
he felt terribly responsible for the welfare of
the Africans. He appealed to the non-Eura-
pean Affairs Department of the Pretoria City
Couneil to find them homes in the township,
bhut this too was met with contemptuous si-
lenes,

He began to put pressure on the City Coun-
eil to have the families moved off the land,
as he had building schemes planned for the
area. The ::'hurtﬂg{-: of housing in the town-
chips. the eouncil said, made it impossible to
find them homes.

The fact of the matter is that the {;it}'
Council has not built a new house in the
townships for two and a half vears. The
B.A.D. had issued their instructions that they
would be removing “illegal Africans™ from
the townships and dumping them at Boeken-
houtfontein,

The evietion notices were issued to the
families, the lorries moved in and loaded up
all their possessions. Thr:]rr were taken to the
hushveld. They were given a choice — either
Stinkwater or Klipgat. Tents were issued,
one per family, and the instructions were given
to “huild vour own houses™.

The aim of the project was to clear the
slum area at Eerﬁterus, but the ph}'eif{:.ul fact
is that a slum grew up out of the veld at Stink-
water. Only a few houses are fenced in by
hacked down thornbushes. But. for the most
part.

it is everyone's backyard. People live

in each other’s pockets.
Life is raw and very primitive in the dense
thornbush. They are cut off from eivilisa-

tion, and in many cases the menfolk only re-
turn at weekends.
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Aid by the Churches

The churches hastened to aid soon after
the news broke out of the removals, Funds
were started, and blankets and warm clothing
collected. Donations ecame in from generous
people who felt compassion for the unfortun-
ate families. Even lorry loads of building
material were donated,

The B.A.D. stepped in, and refused to al-
low the churchmen into the area to distribute
the donations. They announced that all the
donations could be sent to the department who
would themselves distribute the gift:-:u

Did they want to ease their troubled cons-
ciences by taking the credit from the Afri-
cans ? Ovr did they have something to hide
from the churchmen? Probably both.

As it turned out, the donations were deli-
vered by the chureh — by their own methods,
(dne priest was arrested in the area and ques-
tioned by the Security Police, before being
I["Il’.ﬂﬁﬂ[].

The Dean of Pretoria, the Very Rev. Mark
Nve. zaid the spirit in whieh several people
donated clothing and money was very gralify-
ing. He said one woman, not particulurh
well dressed herself, had donated a winler coat
saving: =l have two. I hope someone will en-
jov this one’s warmth™,

Ethnic grouping

But. the removals from FEersterus is only
part of the story. As if the mizery caused
hv the upheaval. the eold suffered during the
suh-zero temperatures, the return to a primi-
tive life and the isolation was not enough, it
is now learned that hundreds of families living
in the Bantu Trust area swrrounding Stink-
water and Klipgat. are to be removed to their
“respective homelands.”

The ethnic grouping bug has bitten the de-
partment, and the implementation of separ-
ating the tribal groups is starting. The fami-
lies belonging to non-Tswana tribes are being
hounded out as “squatters and illegal resi-
dents"™,

How, we mayv well ask. is the departmens
roing to distinguish which are Tswanas and
which are not, when thev have been inter-
lu.lrrnnL for several gem*ratmm'* The sys-
temn is far too complex for the df‘].'hll‘l.lllEﬂl
to handle, and they know it. But they insist
on giving weak replies claiming that the tribes
themselves want to he separated.

Already the offlicials arz making house-to-
hause visits to find wot what [I'lhe.:- the fami-
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lies belong to. Some tribes may have to move
to a ‘homeland™ beyond Pietersburyg, although
they are employed in Pretoria.

As if to show that they are not completely
inhuman, the department announced that the
non-Tswana families moved to Stinkwater
from Eersterus will not be moved again —
“at this stage™.

Pretoria 15 not the only eity affected by the
removals, Throughout the country Africans
are being shunted around like pins in a map.
Nearly every dav hrings a fresh example of
some administrative affront to the African
people’s susceptibility.

Surely with the threat of terrorist infiltra-
tion, the Government should try to foster the
loyalties of the African people.

The removal of the families from the slum
areas may have been justified, but the method
is EE]‘T.E]I‘II}- nol. And this may be the very
thing that is harmful to their loyalty to the
South African ecause.

And yet. an official of the B.A.1}), can sav:
“We are all dedicated men. working for the
welfare of the Bantu people. We have never.
and will never, do anvthing to their detri-
ment”,

Most South Africans would disagree with
him. The vast majority would be the Afri-
cans themselves, Theyv should know.

FLAG RAISING by Bob Connolly

] ..T.ll'i.-
.iﬂ i -IL:-_.

Diie Swarl Serp, Februarie, 1969,



AFRICAN RESETTLEMENT

R. M. JOHNSTON

(This paper was presented to the Nuational Conference of the Black Sash in
October, 1968)

(ONE WOULD HAVE WISHED at this

Conference to add to Mrs. Cluver’s paper
of last year a great deal of further informa-
tion about resettlement villages, but it has not
really heen possible.

Earlier this year, we were approached by
a newspaper reporter who wanted informa-
tion from us, but what we had at that time
had already been published and we suggested
that the press should try to get into some
of the villages and give us some information
instead. They tried to get permits for various
places which had been mentioned in reply
to questions in the House, but were given a
flat *no™. We are, therefore, more or less
dependent upon casual observers for s=uch
new information as we have, although Bor-
der Region have produced a very comprehen-
sive report on Mnggesha which vou have seen
in the Magazine.

The first difficulty is to categorise the
various resettlement schemes — some are
“villages™, some are “closer settlements™ and
some appear to be called only “new centres
in the homelands™. Possibly the time has
come to treat these more or less as the same
thing, because the only difference seems to be
whether Government provides houses or not.
Limehill, for instance. is not a resettlement
village. in spite of the fact that it is a village
and its only function seems to be the resettle-
ment of Africans from another area. No
houses were provided there. Mnggesha. on
the other hand, is a “resettlement village™ be-
cause housing was provided,

Centres in the Homelands

In answer to a question in the house this
vear by Mr. W. T. Webber, the minister gave
a long list of “centres in the homelands™
where houses have been built by the Depart-
ment of Bantu Administration. There were
thirty nine such eentres. but on examination
of the list, one finds that places like Kwa
Makuta., Magabeni. and Umlazi near Durban,
GGa Rankuwa and Mapopane near Pretoria,
and Mdantsane, East London. have heen in-
cluded. Now these are obviously simply
townships to house workers in these urban
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arcas and possibly, their families, but they
have been strategically located in what are
Bantu areas. There are others which appear
to have been sited miles and miles from any
area requiring labour and it is obvious from
the list that these really are ““centres in the
homelands™ where all the breadwinners have
to be migratory workers,

The movement of populations has been
going on at a tremendous rate. Although,
through the advice offices, we are not in any
doubt about the vast numbers of people who
are being endorsed out of the urban areas,
there also appears to have been resettlement
of farm labour tenants and squatters on a
vast scale. There were, at the end of 1966,
167,916 registered labour lenants on white

farms. At the end of 1267 this figure had
been reduced to 37,132 — a difference of over
130.000.

The Minister stated that 203.500 people
from the white urban areas had heen resettled
in homeland centres, Here again we must
remember these very big townships adjacent
to white towns and take these into considera-
tion as far as the so called “homelands™ re-
settlement is concerned. None the less, the
figure is very high indeed and when one
considers the move from the white farming
areas, the figure would appear to he astro-
nomiecal.

The press, in Johannesburg anvway, gave
a great deal of publicity to two new settle-
ments, Stinkwater and Klipgat. to which a
large number of people in the Pretoria area
were moved. These people were living in
very bad conditions, most of them squatters,
very close to Pretoria and when the land was
cleared for white ownership they were dump-
ed into these two centres.

Early this month I had to pass through
the Bushbuckridge area in the far eastern
Transvaal. 1 could not find anv of the
“centres” mentioned in the parliamentary
reply but there are several settlements which
can be seen from the road where people ap-
pear to be living on small plots where no
planting would be possible and there were
the usual scenez at the bus-stops along the
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road of the man of the family moving off
with his luggage — obviously coming to the
white towns to work. In this area I did see
a number of women employed by sawmills
and timber companies, whether this is general
I do not know.

Elandsdoring

Elandsdoring, near Groblersdaal in the
Eastern Transvaal has been visited and this
is deflinitely a resettlement village with the
usual small houses and large numbers of
women, and children. It would appear that
the men work in the Withank area but so far
we lhave no information about bus [ares, ete..
or whether they come home every night or
onlv at weekends,

Batlharos

Aleo mentioned on the list is one place
near Ruruman about which we have no in-
formation but there was a report in the Jo-
hanneshurg Press in September drawn up by
the medical staff of the St. Michael’s Mission
Hospital at Batlharos on the edge of the Kala-
hari. This report states that in 9.000 square
miles of semi-dessert live 60,000 Africans and
thousands more are being resettled therce
every yvear. 1here is no indication of where
these people are coming from, but apparently
the poverty and malputrition is appalling.
The hospital can no longer cope with the
influx of sick people. most of whom they
sav are sulfering from “plain starvation™.
They have seurvy. kwashiorkor and pellagra
as well as widespread sores caused by malnu-
trition : and tuberculosis “flourishes as never
bhefore™. Patients who  desperately need
Liospitalization cannot be admitted because of
overcrowding,

There has alse been a new kind of move
carried out at Sibasa in the Northern Trans-
vaal. Here we have had accounts from Afri-
cans working in Johannesburg and also from
the Press. It would appear that the Venda
and Tsonga people have been living together
for many. many years: they bave intermar-
riedd to a very great extent. The Government
for some reason decided to scparate the two
peoples and they have been moved around —
presumably using the ethnic grouping of the
head of the family —to achieve this. The
move is nol a permanent one apparently, the
people have been told not to build permanent
houses as they may be moved again quile
<oom. It seems certain that some of the family
hreadwinners working on contracts in the
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towns did not know of the move and did not
even know where their families had gone to.

According to Hansard, 045 families were
to be moved to the area between the Elands
River and Pilanes Mountain. These people
had been for over seventy years the owners
of two farms., Elandsfontein and Palmietkuil
but these were apparently in a white area and
were bought by the Government in 1965.
when the people were told they would have
to move. The first people were moved in
August 1966 and the move was so timed that
they reaped no grain crops in 1966 nor, as a
result of drought in the new area. in 1967,
As far as can be ascertained from press re-
ports, about 500 families did move, but a fur-
ther 100 refused. Heads of these families
( the numbers vary according to the different
press reports but it seems to be between 80
and 90) have been tried and a large number
of them fined R100.00 or 100 days for oc-
cupving land belonging to the Government.

There seems no question that information
about all these places is going to be dif-
ficult to find. Suech clues as we have are
sleaned from the very occasional visit by re-
liahle witnesses. from the press and from
perzonal employees. Perhaps during the eom-
ing session it will be possible to find more
members of Parliament who are prepared to
ask ¢uestions in the house. but so much in-
Formation is heing withheld by the Ministers
eoncerned that one wonders just how mueh
fact will emerge.

GIFT WRAPPED by Bob Connolly

DEFL aF COLGURED ARFARY

RASSEORTS
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REVIEW 1967—1968

BARBARA WILKS
Chairman of the Cape Western Region of the Black Sash

This address was presented by Mrs. Wilks to the Annual General Meeting of the
Cape Western Region in Cape Town last year.

HE most far-reaching and restrictive legis-
lation passed during the vear under re-
view was. of course, the Political Interference
Bill, and its two hand-maidens, The Separate
Representation of Voters Amendment Bill,
and The Coloured Persons Representative
Couneil Amendment Bill.

At the next General Election in 1971 all
Coloured South Africans over the age of 21
will be entitled to vote — not for the sovereign
House of Assembly, but for their own, their
very own RKleurlingsraad. But, whatever may
be said to the contrary, this can never be more
than an imitation of a Provineial Couneil. No
proposed law may be introduced there ex-
cept with the approval of the Minister of

Coloured Affairs.

Mr. Marais Viljoen, Minister of Coloured
Affairs, assured us that Coloured South Afri-
cans will be granted not only a political say
for the first time, but administrative respons-
ibilities on an unprecedented seale. But it is
interesting to recall what Mr. Strijdom said in
April 1955, when defining his Coloured
policy. “The only way the Europeans can
maintain supremacy.” he declared, “is by
domination . . . and the only way they can
maintain domination is by withholding the
vote from the non-Europeans . . . The Govern-
ment of the country is in the hands of the
White man a= the result of the franchi-e laws,
and for that reason the White man is baas
in South Africa.”

Which then is the voice of truth? The roar
of the Lion of the North — or the honeyed
words of Mr., Marais Viljoen?

Dissolution of the Liberal Party

Multi-racial membership of political parties
is now prohibited, although this iz important
to remember — a mxed audience can still at-
tend a political meeting provided the greater
majority — what a gorgeous expression! —
is of the same pigmentation as the speaker.
This prohibition has led to the dissolution
of the Liberal Party, which we record with
deep sorrow. The Progressive Party has had
— alas — to abolish its multi-racial character,
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As Mr. Shaw pointed out, we have here a total-
itarian development. Separate development
ecan only be oppoesed in terms ol separate de-
velopment, and within the ideological frame-
work of separate development.

The report of the Muller Commission of
Enquiry last vear contained 47 memoranda,
more than two-thirds of which pleaded for
the retention of Coloured representation in
Parliament. The only purpose — as I see it,
and of course not an intended one — this
Commission’s report has served is that it has
crystallised, has caught as it were, as a fly in
amber South African opposition attitudes in
the year of grace 1967. It will be a fascinai-
ing vademecum for historians of the future.

Amenities for decent living

We in the Cape are all naturally very con-
cerned about the high inerease of stabbings.
particularly in the Coloured townships. It is
interesting to note that in the new townships
now being created in Glasgow, in a slum-clear-
ance drive, where the civie authorities have
made the mistake of not providing adequate
recreational facilities the weekend stabbings
have risen alarmingly. Public opinion must
at least endeavour to influence the authorities
to ensure that next time a community is up-
rooted amenities for decent living are pro-
vided before people are injected into such
places. But meanwhile the principle remains
totally wrong, and we must continue to oppose
it.

The cancellation of the M.C.C. tour has
naturally rocked all sportslovers. Granted the
M.C.C. botched the business of Mr. D'Oliviera
right from the beginning, but what a chance
the GGovernment has missed of showing that
it is composed of men, not sulky schoolboys.

You may remember that in my last vear's
speech I drew your attention to Mr. M. C,
Botha's statement to the Senate, in which he
said that *The presence of the Bantu in White
urban areas is for a limited purpose and of
a casual nature™, — and to the horror that
this statement aroused in all of us. No legisla-
tion was, mercifully, introduced last year —
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perhaps the Government had enough om its
hands killing off, as it were, the Coloured
voter. But last month Mr. F. Conradie,
M.P.C., commented on the Deputy Minister
of Bantu Administration, Dr. P. Koornhof's
recent indication that Section 10(1) of the
Bantu Urban Areas Consolidation Aet of
1945 was to be reviewed.

There are in the Western Cape some 25,000
African families. If the dearly-won right of
these men to have their wives and children
living with them — a normal procedure in
Western civilised countries -— is removed
what will happen to the dependants? Where
will they go? Under what conditions will
they — many of them highly urbanised and
sophisticated — live? What will happen to
their children? Above all, consider the
damage to the moral fabric of the family, and
the very mnatural bitterness and frustration
such an action must surely engender.
Population clearance

We read in the old Testament that all
human beings yearn to sit under their vines
and under their fig trees with none to make
them afraid. Under the Group Areas Act it
is estimated that over 120,000 Coloured people
in the Cape Peninsula (that is, a quarter of
the Coloured population here) either have.
or will have to. leave their homes. Woodstock
i« the latest vietim. When Simon’s Town
was declared White there were over 800
Coloured families. many of whom had roots
zoing back nearly 200 years. Slum clearance

is one thing, and a very good thing too;
population clearance is quite another,

And here I would like to pay tribute to
the magnificent work done — as private in-
dividuals — by Mrs, Willis and others in the
Christian Churches Adviee Office in Simon's
Town, and to applaud Mrs, Willis for pro-
ducing that admirably clear and informative
pampﬁ[et for those affected by Group Areas
proclamations.

Under Influx Control over 175,000 men
and 47,000 women were endorsed out of ur-
han areas from January 1959 to December
1965. (The Minister of Bantu Affairs signi-
fficantly, refused to give numbers of
endorsements out since that date). These
people have been sent either to what the
Government politely ealls their “homelands™
— which many of them have never even seen.
or to what the Government euphemistically
calls “resettlement villages.” (In these re-
settlement villages, vou will remember, as well
as Africans who have been endorsed out and
have no tribal connections at all to which to
return, Africans who have been evicted from
farms, or arc pensioners or are unable to ob-
tain a livelihood in White areas, must also
live.) Tt is estimated that by the end of Sep-
temher last vear over 203.500 Africans from
White urban areas had been settled in centres
in their homelands.

An emergency camp at Weenen was singled
out for a special attention in a Government
Gazette in February. All sorts of regulations

EEP !

Weep for the rape of justice in our land;

Weep unashamed.

Weep for the dead Honour of the State's High Place
And mourn its passing.
Now, in the twilight, watch the corpse, flag-shrouded,

Borne

by a shameful process to the grave.

Watch while our dreams are with that corpse interred.

Yet remain firm.
¥ all else dies let hope remain.

Hope, that in the lim

where it rests

I+ rests indeed and does not wholly die .
Hope that the resurrection day will come
And Honour, re-incarnate, will appear
To grace again the State's High Place.

Then will our dreams have dreamers' eyes again
And then no more need black-sashed women
Silently rebuke black-hearted men.
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were laid down, and it really sounded as if
it were going to be an ldeal Home for Afri-
cans. The May issue of the Black Sash des-
cribed graphically what exactly is — and is
not going on there.

Mrs. Cluver at last year’s National Confer-
ence presented us with a moving account of
the resettlement villages. We like to think
that it is owing to the publicity given to Sada
that conditions have improved. and we must
continue to stir up public opinion wherever we
can to see that when these unfortunate people
are removed preparations have, at the very
least, been made for them, and that they are
not just cast down upon bare and unwelcom-
ing earth — although I must reiterate, we are
totally opposed to the removal of anyone any-
where !

Black Spots

The Government continues with its poliey
of clearing “black spots”. The Limehill
seandal earlier this year must still be fresh in
our minds. Archbishop Hurley and his com-
mittee deserve our warmest thanks for the
magnificent task they did in publicising and
ameliorating the appaling conditions which
obtained at the time of that removal.

By the end of last year at least 75,000
people had been removed from Black Spot
areas ~— of which there are 383 in the coun-
try, comprising some 700,000 morgen — and
at least 9,000 are being moved in Natal alone
in the course of this vear.

When some 400 African families, who had
previously sold their own plots near Eerste-
rus, moved to a place called Stinkwater they
were dumped, so Father Nye has said, in the
middle of the winter on the open veld without
any of the bare necessities of life, where there
was only one borehole, a muddy river used by
ecows, no shops, no school, no sanitary ac-
commaodation and only tents to live in — on
joan for three months until the women and
the old men, unable to work in town, were
able to put their bits and pieces of old iron
and poles together to make some sort of
shelter against the biting cold.

And vet Mr. Froneman, then Deputy Chair-
man of the Bantu Affairs Commission, elaim-
ed in May 1968 that black spot removals were
performed fairly and that no one was forcibly
removed. (In parenthesis, what about those
Western Tswana tribesmen who left their land
given them by President Kruger only after
charges were laid against them? What about
the chieftainess of a Bapedi tribe who served
a jail sentence of 60 days in 1964 for refusing
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to surrender the title deeds of the tribal
farm?) Mr, Froneman further said that equity
and reasonableness were the very touchstones
of the whole operation. Bantu who were re-
moved, apart from compensation, also enjoved
concessions and advantages such as the supply
of sufficient water, a tent or prefabricated
house free of charge until a new home was
created, raw materials for the new home, three
days free rations, sufficient sanitary conven-
iences and clinies. Above all, technicians of
the Bantu Trust planned and laid out the new
townships and the new farms before any re-
movals were made. Well well!!

And here it seems appropriate to congratu-
late all of you who worked so very hard, as in-
dividuals for the Citizens’ Action Committee,
in arousing public awareness of the nature
and manner of these unnecessary and dis-
eraceful removals,

This year has seen the establishment of
labour bureaux in the seats of Bantu authori-
ties, the regulations which were so ably sum-
marised by Mrs. Sinelair recently.

Comprehensive migrant labour
The clock is indeed being put back. The

African labour pattern is being re.designed
with only one objective ; the enforcement of a
comprehensive migrant labour system. The
Government will thus, of course, eventually
claim that all Africans outside the homelands
are indeed mere temporary sojourners, and
that separate development has become a real-
ity.

What all this will mean in terms of human
suffering and family disruption is all too clear
—and also its costs in terms of industrial pro-
ductivity, and efficiency. It is obvious to
anyone who thinks realistically, not even com-
passionately, that South Africa’s peace and
prosperity can only be secured by the creation
of a stable, property-owning, urbanised lahour
forece,

The average annual income per capita in
the Homelands remains static at B33 per an-
num, half of which comes from migrants
working in White areas, according to the
Financial Mail. It further states that in all
the homelands only 2.3% of the Bantu In.
vestment Corporation’s outlay of R6.1 million
was for manufacturing enterprizes. The Xhosa
Development Company has used only a small
portion of its initial capital of R1 million.
The Vulindela Furniture factory at Umtata
employs only 180 Africans, making over-ex-
pensive prefabricated houses, and crude tables,
chairs and school equipment. The Transkei
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Hillmond Weaving Factory has gone downhill
since it was moved from Brakpan.

Few Border industries have, as I see it, ap-
peared on the border — although many of
thcm have appeared far from a normal per-
son’s idea of the border. If Bantustans are
ever to become a meaningful concept they can-
not for ever be denied the same favourable
conditions which have built White South
Afriea,

Cheap black migrant labour

But is it the Government’s honest intention
to make the Bantustans meaningful and viable
concepts? Mr. M. C. Botha has said that the
erux of the Government’s Bantustan policy is
to anchor the “Bantu™ in their homelands
"lradltlunu"y, :-plnluﬂllv.. and pnl:l‘.wa"v .
Note — nothing is said about anchoring the
African economically in his homeland. Why
i= this? Can it be because tl]ﬂ rovernment
is really more interested in securing, in White
South Africa, a constant flow of cheap Black
migrant labour, than in seriously building up
the Bantustans? Because if it did do the lat-
ter African labourers would ebviously wish to
stav as near home as possible rather than
work under highly undesirable conditions,
many hundreds of miles away.

A propos of this, Mr. Blaar Coetzee said in
the House in February that the Government
had not yet succeeded in reversing the flow
of African workers, but it would succeed —
if not by 1978, then by 1998. What has hap-
pened to King Canute, and why has he post-
poned this annus mirabilis for another 20
vears !

Soweto families living below the P.D.L.

Well over half of African families living in
Soweto fell short, last year, of their ahsolute
minimum needs by some R13 a month. The
abzolute minimum monthly expenditure ——
the poverty datum line — for a Soweto family
of five was set at R53.32 a month. DBut that
does not allow one cent fur anything which
lifts life out of a grey struggle for existence.
The effective minimum level is a fairer basis,
as it includes minimum soeciological necessi-
ties — and the effective minimum level for
Sowelo was calculated to be over R20 a month
more than the P.D.L, The Financial Mail
states that average wages for African workers
in all industries were, last year, still below the
1966 P.D.L. of R44.89 a month (despite the
improvement in real living standards ).

The cost of separate development
The implementation of separate develop-
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ment has, according to Mr. L. E. D. Winches-
ier, MLP. cost about R3,000 million in the
200 years of its existence. Why cannot this
money be diverted from this sterile occupation
to the more fruitful one — in all respects —
of a sharply increased minimum wage strue-
ture?

Twenty years ago the Declaration of Human
Rights was accepted by the General Assembly
of the United Nations and signed by all mem-
ber nations, with the exceptions of—Rus-
sia and her satellites, Seudi Arabia and what
was then the Union of South Africa. But how
could the Governmment, in all homesty, sign
this declaration? For the articles guarantee.
inter alia, that no one shall be subjected to
arbitrary interference with his privaey, family
home or correspondence, that everyone has the
right to freedom of movement and residence
within the border of his eountry, that no one
shall be arbitrarily deprived of his property.
that everyone has the right to take part in the
overnment of his country directly or through
frealya:_:hus&n representatives, that everyone
has the right of equal access to public service
in his country, that everyone has the right
of free choice of employment, the right to free
elementary and compulsory education — in
[act, the right to decent, honourable, upright
living, a right which civilised Western coun-
tries have striven, or are striving, to create
within their own borders.

The Message

We must all have been encouraged to read
the forthright denurciation of apartheid issued
last month by the South African Council of
Churches, in which apartheid was found to
be ““truly hostile” to Christianity, The Pres-
byterian Chureh has also asked the Dutch
Reformed Church to take part in a joint pro-
test to the Government over migrant labour.
Our Prime Minister has counter-attacked bv
urging certain members of the clergy not to
use their pulpits for preaching politics, and
has said that the policy of separate develop-
ment fully complies with the requirements of
Christianity and morality.

I am obviously no theologian, and I do
not believe any layman is qualified to inter-
pret the requirements of Christianity. How-
ever I do naturally acecept the interpretation
of the Chureh’s function as defined by a for-
mer Archbishop of Cape Town. He stated
that the Church, in folfilment of its task of
establishing the kingdom of God, is concern-
ed with the total wellbeing of man, body. soul
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and spirit, and that the Church interfered in
politics only when polities stepped up to the
pulpit. Therefore it must surely only be
rigﬂt that the Council has issued this state-
ment and has given many of us a lead which
we have been hoping for.

We were saddened by the death this year
of Professor Z. K. Matthews, a man of oul-
standing ability and personality, a natural
leader who served his people and hm country
with warmth, understanding., and complete in-
tegrity, both in the world of learning and in
that of politics.

Student revolt

1968 has been the vear of student revclt.
in my opinion sometimes undisciplined, un-
controlled, and ill-defined. However every
university must have the zight to say who
shall teach in it, and the siudents of U.C.T.,
Wits, and Rhodes are to be congratulated on
their {llgmf]cd well-conducted and purpose-
ful sit-in. Academic freedom is very precious
to all of us.

White people in South Africa are overfond
of diminishing the distances—and the variety
of peoples — of this vast Continent. Far too
often they say: Look what’s happened in the
Lﬂ]]."ll e N]Fﬁr]ﬂ —= G’]lﬂﬂﬂ = H.l'.ll]. tar lllﬂ
Black South African with the same brush as
if these countries were just beyond the gar-
den fence and all Africa inhabited by exactly
the same people. No divergence of national
charaecteristies if you are Black! But Johan-
nesburg to Leopoldville, as the crow flies, is
about 100 miles further than London to Mos-
cow, and the equivalent distance from Johan-
neshurg to Lagos would, if you went due east
from London take you over the Ural moun-
tains, into Siberia and Asia. We would not
consider it a valid argument if an African held
against the English the Russian’s recent brutal
action in Czechoslovakia. But, in this con-
text, why shouldn’t he? After all the Rus-
sians and the English are both White. And
if he took a sweeping view of the history of
Europe what would he see? Nation warring
continually against nation, six million Jews
recently done to death in a hideous barbaric

manner. men spending time, money and inge- .

nuity in inventing Imrnfvmg weapons with
which to kill other men.

Can the White people. in all honesty, main-
tain this holier-than-thou attitude if they re-
fleet on their own bloodstained record?

And the White man brought a virus to
Africa =south of the Sahara, a virus which,
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though it did not affect Southern Africa has
had, I submit, a fatally disruptive effect on
the development of, and White attitude to-
wards, the whole Continent.

The slave trade existed for very nearly 400
years. During that long time it is estimated
that about 50 million kuman beings were
shipped from the bulge of Africa to Angol=
— and remember Arab s'avers were busy,
though to a lesser degree, on the East coast.
This trade debased primarily, «f :curse, the
enslaved, but the slavers and thuze who sup-
plied — sometimes against their will — black
ivory also became in their turn debased and

Breakfast qufp

“Not to worry=—if you were
declared White in 1951,

you're probably still Whitel™

hrutalised . . . Ther» was bhorn in the White
man, as he handled his human eargo, the ir-
rational and totally unfounded belief that he
was, ipso facto, superior to the Black man —
a belief which previously did not exist, a be-
lief which is the torment and distraction of
the twentieth century.

Fine ancient kingdoms, such as Ashanti and
the Congo (which then lay just to the north
of Angola) were disrupted and debauched bv
the continual ery for more victims. Chaos,
confusion and corruption followed in the wake
of the White slavers who gave guns, and later
gin, in exchange. Tribes fled in fear further
and further into the interior to avoid the
deadly slave-raiding parties. It was denied to
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the more gifted and stable peoples to provide
a lead, as the Florentines did artistically, o=
England did politically, to so many countries
in Europe. Benin bronzes became ever more
debased as the slave trade spread its hideous
tentacles, there was every disconragement for
the interplay of thought and idea. And after
slavery was abolished red rubber took its
ghastly toll in the Congo. The White men’s
handiwork in Africa is nothing very much to
he proud of.
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WHEH THE INDIAMNS first came to Johannesburg in the 1880's President Kruger had set aside the
“"Coolie Location" — the present Yrededorp and Pageview — in which they believed they

would live in perpetuity.
There are to-day certain areas in the city

where there are large numbers of Indian Traders: Yre-

dedorp and Pageview, with its well known |4th Street, patronised by many white customers; West
Market Street and its vicinity where there are big wholesalers of dry goods and small shops; Dia-
gonal Street where the fruit and vegetable shops are all Indian owned. Fordsburg has numbers of
indian shops and many of the wealthier Indians have their homes here. There are also Indian shops

and houses in many other areas,

It is the policy of the present government
that all Johannesburg’s Indian people
must move to Lenasia 22 miles to the south
west of the city hall. Many have already
moved and about 20,000 remain waiting to
hear their fate.

For the past ten years, Johannesburg In-
dians have fostered the hope that if Group
Areas and residential segregation have to be
imposed on them the government would agree
to the establishment of an area for Indians
within the present Municipal boundaries and
they have been supported in this by the City
Council. But the government has been
adamant that Lenasia shall be the only town-
ship for Indians, and have asked the City
Council of Johannesburg to incorporate Lena-
sia within its jurisdiction. They did not.
however, explain why the chosen area should
be so far away in the first place nor did they
clarify the apparent contradiction of aiming
on the one hand at © a full fledged local au-
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thority™ and on the other incorporation by
the Johanneshurg City Council.
In Lenasia the township control comes un-

der the Peri Urban board — a white body.
The residents may attend meetings of the

board. A local committee of Lenasian In.
dians has an advisory funection.

There are now approximately 35,000
people living in Lenasia.
Lenasia:

Lenasia is a bleak, flat area of country
without trees and exposed to the cold south
winds of winter. Lenz railway station is on
the outskirts of Lenasia to the west. A weckly
return ticket from Lenz to Johanneshurg
costs H2.00,

No comprehensive town plan was drawn
up making provision for social amenities and
services, The township is divided into four
sections :

1. Township Area. About 300 houses where
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land can be bought freehold and houses
are owner built.

. Rainbow Valley. Houses cost approximately

R4,000.00 to build and can be bought on
Hire Purchase over 25 years at R42.00

I

per month. In addition rates, taxes and
waler must be paid.
3. Greyville. Each house consists of two

rooms plus a kitchen and a bathroom
with sewerage. Electricity can be laid on
by arrangement, and each house has a

small plot of land. The rent is R12.00
per maonth.

4. Thomsville. Sub Economic Housing. Two
room units, semi-detached, 8 or 4 in a
group. Front room about 10° x 8", back
one smaller. There are no ceilings, no
stove, no chimney, no electricity and no
running water in the house. Houses are
arranged in rows with a 30 yard area be-
tween the backs of the louses where
communal waterborn latrines (one per
four units) and water taps {one per four
units) are located. The rent per unit is
R1.84 cents per month. Two units can
he hired by one family, when a hole is
knocked between the two back rooms.
There are no hathrooms in the entire
area. the streets are not tarred, and there
are no street lights,

The majority of people in Lenasia live in
this area.

Schooling:

The schools were prefabricated buildings
when Lenasia started 13 years ago. No per-
manent structures have yet been built, There
are two High and 3 Primary Schoolz designed
to take roughly 500 children each but there
are over 1000 children in each school.
Sehooling is not compulsory and many child-
ren have heen turned away for lack of ac-
commoadation.

There are 50 children per class and two
sessions per day to cope with the numbers.
The schools were formerly under the Trans-
vaal Lducation Department, but are now un-
der the Department of Indian Affairs. Up
to Standard VIII, all requirements and
schooling are free. Above Standard VIII
only et books are provided and other books
must be paid for. The system of Rand for
Rand contributions for improvements has
bheen dene away with for the Transvaal and
anv amenities must be provided by parents.

Because parents leave home so early for
work, children frequently arrive at school
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without breakfast.
lowed.

The High School was amongst the first
public buildings to be erected in Lenasia. As
soon as it was completed Indian children were
no longer allowed to attend High School in
Johannesburg itself. Parents had the choice
of moving to Lenasia or making their child-
ren travel 22 miles to and from school.

Primary schools in the Johannesburg area
are being closed down towards the end of
this year. Thousands of pupils will be at-
tempting to enrol in the already full schools
in Lenasia.

School feeding is not al-

Medical Sarvices:

Coronation hospital, roughly 18 miles
away in Newclare, serves the township. This
hospital runs a daily clinic in Lenasia from
9 am. to 3 pan. No service is provided for
those ill in bed and unable to attend the
clinic. The Coronation ambulance serves
cliniec patients only,

So great is the consciousness of the need
for an ambulance to serve all in the township
that Indians themselves have raised R5.000
and bought an ambulance. There are private
nurses and doctors in the distriet.

The average size of a family is 7. A family
cliniec run by the Indian Social Welfare As-

sociation was opened six months ago and 700
people have attended it.

With no hospital at Lenz, and the realisa-
tion by the Indian Community of this neces-
sity, the Indians themselves have collected
R40,000 towards a maternity wing when and
if the government builds a hospital at Lena-
H1d.
~ Whenever pleas are made by the commun-
ity for services the answer is that there is no
money available. The Indians themselves
are attempting to provide these services hut

there seems to be a reluctance on the part of
the authorities to accept them,

Socia! Amenities:

There is a civic centre with one hall where
young people can congregate, and one cine-
ma. The only real recreation that people
have is walking the streets and visiting, When
the Olympic Committee visited South Africa
an area was fenced in and stands put up for
a sports field. No sports field has actually
been laid out.

In the freehold area and in Rainbow Val-
ley gardens have been and are being esta-
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Llished. This applies to a more limited ex-
tent in Greyville. In Thomsville a minute
area in front of each unit can be enclosed
and used but the majority of land is com-
munal, bare veld - - mostly dust.

No African servants may be employed in
the township. Raids are carricd out to see
that this is enforced.

Trading in Lenasia:

The shops are grouged at on. end of the
township near the Ra:iway station — at least
a mile away from some of the houses.

The shops are not well supported by the
population of Lenasia, most ol whom find
it easier to shop near their place of work.
White people in the vicinity patronise some
of the shops. There are few shops but a
new block of about six shops is being cons-
tructed to accommodate the displaced
businessmen of Johannesburg. No hawkers
licences are issued. Garages look prosperous.

There are two factories in the area, a small
one making candles, employs 20-30 people
while another employs about 500 people
making small tools for the mines, The area
surrounding Lenasia, apart from a Military
camp across the railway line, is open veld.
There are no other opportunities for employ-

Indians still in Johannesburg:

Many Indians are still living in Johannes-
burg mainly in Pageview, Vrededorp and
Fordsburg. These are mostly traders. There
are 600 traders in Pageview alome and all
are due for removal. The Pageview traders
live in small villas in the vicinity but will
be moved to Lenasia within the next three
months. The residential move was scheduled
to take place nine months ago into Greyville
type houses. The traders, who are reason-
ably well off at present. refused to move to
this type of house and houses are now being
built in Rainbow Valley for them. There is
tremendous uncertainty about when they
will have to leave their trading sites. Page-
view will become completely “white” in the
near future. At the moment there are some
empty shops in Fordsburg (the last area to
be moved) which are available for Pageview
traders.

Eventually there will be small shops available
:n the “Asiatic Bazaar” in Fordsburg. Pro-
visional approval has been given for a loan
of 12 million Rand to the City Council for
the building of this complex of sixty shops,
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a bazaar with 132 stands and a market with
102 stands all to be rented by Indians. All
the present traders will have to be accommod-
ated in the *“bazaar™ or will have to trade
in Lenasia. This must mean a change in em-
ployment for many and economic ruin for
many Imore,

Thomsville residents were living in slum
conditions in back yards in Pageview, but
their move to Thomsville has not improved
their situation. The squalor of Thomsville
has to be seen to be believed. We talked to
one woman living there. She is better off
than most, the family rents two units for
R3.68 per month, the husband earns R19.00
per week and pays R9.00 per month for his
railway ticket. He leaves home to work in
Johanneshurg at 5.30 a.m. and returns at 6
p.m. Their thvee children must play in the
dusty and sordid back yard between the
houses.

There are many good Indian owned houses
in Pageview and Fordsburg and compensa-
tion is to be paid for them, but it is fre-
quently only half what has been spent on the
house.

Martindale:

Before removals started there was 1,750
licenced Indian dealers in Martindale. Most
traders have been removed from this area
and the few that remain are expecting daily
notice that they must go. A few shops are
heing built for them in Lenasia, which is
already over traded. A spokesman, worried
out of his wits, could not see how they would
make a living. His only suggestion was that
Lenasia should become a trading area for cus-
tomers of all races. There is no doubt that most
of the traders will be ruined. This will have
far-reaching consequences for all, as the In-
dian Social Welfare depends for its funds on
the traders.

The consequences of the Group Areas
proclamations for the Indian people
of Johannesburg:

Means of Livelihood. Indians first came to
live in Johannesburg in the 1880°s. They
settled down as small traders, hawkers,
labourers, market gardeners and hotel work-
ers.

They have become a prosperous commun-
ity. There is no doubt that the credit they
gave saved many an embarrassed white person
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in time of drought and difficulty. They have
contributed generously towards social welfare
and relief to all races.

For manyv years they have paid rates and
taxes in ,]uhanne:z.lmrg, but have no say in
Iﬂ[_il! :_'_tj'rl*rt]mﬂnl;,

The Plight of the Traders,

Indian shops in Johanneshurg are patron-
ised by all races. In future traders will have
the choice of trading in Lenasia, almost ex-
clusively amongst their own peaople. or in the
projected Asiatic bazaar for the tourist trade.
or to find other means of employment. It
wa= very evident to us that the traders still
remaining in the Johannesburg area live with
fear for the future and a dreadful feeling of
insecurity,

They realise that the chances of being able
to continue as traders and make a living are
vervy small. Many of them are no longer
voung. They face a certain future of com-
plete mlpuverlﬂhment. One trader we spoke
to. a man of some influence among his people.
was filled with a deep resignation. with no
hope for the future — merely hoping to be
allowed to trade where he was as long as
posszible before his order to move was served
on him, It may be a question of months,
or at most a few vears.

Il i= estimaled that three quarters of Indian
Traders will no longer he able to trade when
the removals are completed in five or =six
vears. What will these people do? There are
no facilities in the Transvaal [or the techni-
cal training of Indians, so it appears that the
only l:'II'I]}]'I.'l"l-l'IIE.‘]]l' npen to them will bhe un-
<killed lahour.

Waiters:

Muny Indians are emploved as waiters in
hotel= and elubs, but are gradually being re-
placed by Africans, as employers find them
inconyvenient to employ because of the limita-
tions jmposed by hours, transport. and dis-
tance. Waiters themselves cannot cope with
the cos<t of transport to Lenasia.

Labourers:

The cost of transport is here a serious dif-
ficultv. When these people are out of work
they cannot afford cost of transport in order
to find another job. They already live in slum
conditions in Thomsville and have no hope
of employment in or around Lenasia.

It is quite apparent that Lenasia will never
he a self-supporting community, and will al-
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ways depend on Johannesburg for a living
for its people.

The standard of living of the Indian com-
munity must inevitably fall. Those who are
buying houses, as in the Rainbow Valley
Scheme, naturally face the future with trepi-
dation as they fear they will not be able to
continue their Hire Purchase payments,
People will have to seek new ways of earn.
ing their living in many cases not as luera-
tive as before,

Change in Social Patterns as a consequence of
removals

For most Indians the father is the wage
earner and entirely responsible for the upkeep
and conduct of his family. In the old days
the family lived, sometimes in squalor, above
or behind the family business. This made
for close family life and strong parental in-
fluence. This has been affected in two ways
by the move to Lenasia.

Firstly the father is forced to leave home
very early and come back late at night from
his work. and consequently the children see
very little of him. Secondly, what he earns
is now not sufficient. with increased trans-
port and other costs to keep his family, and
the teenage children have to work. This
makes them independent and undermines the
father’s influence, and as may be imagined.
much unhappiness and dissension resuls.

Delinquency and illegitimacy have in-
creased. The old pattern of arranged mar-
riages 1is disappearing. These are perhaps
inevitable changes, but they have come about
too suddenly, largely owing to the new con-
ditions under which the people are living.

The Influence of lsolation

The Indian Community of Lenasia faces
a future of isolation in accordance with the
dictates of separate development. They are
removed from the mixed urban life which
they enjoy. The educated seetion fear and
hate this isolation because of the cutting off
of wider horizons in their own lives and also
for the consequences they foresee in the In-
dian community as a whole. There is likely
to be an increase in sectionalism and inter
racial uarrels,

We visited a wealthy Indian family, living
in a beautiful house they had built for them-
selves at a cost of some R60.000.00. They
were not happy, cut off from their contacts in
Johannesburg. and were deeply resentful of
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the fact that they had had no choice but had
been forced to move to Lenasia. In eommon
with many other Indians, living in Lenasia,
these are cultivated people forced to live
where there are no cultural facilities what-
soever, There iz increasing emigration of
teachers, lawyers and doctors to countries like

Canada. Educated people of this type fear
the stultifying effeet of Apartheid, and
neighbouring Black States are willing to pay
well for professional immigrants.

Apartheid is destroying a
which was making a real contribution
South Africa.

community
to

WORKMENS' COMPENSATION

BARBARA VERSFELD
Mrs. Versfeld is organiser of the Athlone Advice Office

ON FEBRUARY 20TH of this vear, Mr.

(. N. Oldfield M.P. Ombilo. asked the
Minister of Labour a comprehensive ques-
tion in the House of Assembly on the subjeet
of unclaimed awards in terms of the Work-
mens’ Compensation Act of 1941. Mr. Old-
field asked for information regarding the
value of unclaimed awards and the number
of untraced claimants in each of the different
population groups. The Minister replied that
the total sum of unclaimed moneys since
1943, including old cases under the previous
Act, amounted to R1.,365.,131, representing
less than 1% of the total awarded over the
same period. He could not give precise infor-
mation about the proportion of persons un-
traced in the different population groups, and
assured Myr. Oldfield that all possible avenues
of tracing claimants had bheen explored. In
the case of “Bantu workmen. an arrangement
was introduced in 1967 whereby advances
were made by the larger employers in respect
of temporary total disablement . . . 7 Bantu
Affairs Commissioners and the Bantu Refer-
ence Bureau of the Department of Bantu Ad-
ministration and Development supply infor-
mation regarding the whereabouts of claim-
ants, which is followed up by the Workmen’'s
Compensation Office . . . Details of unclaim-
ed benefits are also published regularly in the
Government Gazette.

Fatal accidents
In the event of [atal accidents, the Minis-

ter explained, the dependents of workmen
are entitled to the claims and Bantu Affairs
Commissioners are responsible for arranging
that the money goes where it should.

Tt is evident from this statement, recorded
in Hansard No. 3 Paragraph 835, that the

authorities do use the cumbersome officizl
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channels available for tracing individual
claimants. It is also evident that this system
has many drawbacks, like all the processes
of bureaucracy. Many workers, particularly
Africans, never get to hear that there is com-
pensation money awaiting them at all. A
survey of the Government Gazettes shows
that the proportion of African claimants is
very high indeed. What would appear to be
needed is more general information on the
subject, and the chief responsibility for ac-
quiring this information and for passing it
on to all workmen as a matter nfp essential
routine devolves upon employers, large-scale
and small. Employers should realise the im-
portance of informing all workmen of the
existence of the Workmens® Compensation
fund, and in the event of injury should en-
sure that claimants have a wrilten note giving
any available details, particularly the claim
number when available. African claimants

should be instructed to maintain contact
with the Department of Bantu Affairs. No
workman who has been injured at work

should ever be discharged without clear ins-
tructions ahout claiming his compensation.
Many of the bigger firms pay their injured
workmen in advance, as the money takes
about six months to come through. They are
then entitled to reclaim this amount from
the Compensation money before the balance
i= handed to the recipient. Awards for tem-
porary disablement are handed out as lump
sums. whereas for permanent disablement a
regular fixed allowance must be fetched.

ADVICE OFFICE RECORDS
During the first three months of the year:

Firms circularised approx. 180
Number of workmen involved : over 200
Replies received : 54
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Addresses =upplied 16

Injured men paid by firm: over 10
Untraced — no addresses given 53
Deceased : { Dependents of 1 untraced) 4
Balance — no reply

Traced directly through Advice Office 4

These 2000 men were the African workmen
whose names appeared in a series of three
Government Gazettes Extraordinary, the third
of which appeared on 24th January 1968.
The heaviest toll of injury appears to be in
the =tevedoring industry, which has a central
office in charge of African labour and does
not reply to us.

Yast majority untraced

It would seem that the vast majority (i.e.
over 73% ) of Africans listed in these Ga-
zettes have remained untraced.

In April 1968, a new circular was prepared
by the Advice Office. and sent to about twen-
ty firms which had replied to our original
query but had been unable to supply informa-
tion. This new cireular suggests that *‘fewer
names might appear in the Gazettes if [irms
would as a matter of routine advise such
workmen when discharged that they should
keep in touch with the Departiment of Bantu
Affairs. in order to claim their compensation
money when it arrives . . . Hﬂcurdz of for-
warding addresses are moreover extremely im-
portant . . .~

This second ecircular called for no reply
and none has been received so the reaction
of firms« cannot be gauged. A new Govern-
ment (azette Extraordinary appceared on
July 12, and the Advice Office has just cirea-
larised those firms employing Africans whose
names appear as having over R2 due to them.
Over 30 of the original circulars have heen
sent oul. and an Afrikaans version is being
prepared for firms considered likely to prefer
this medium,

Ignorance and misunderstanding

During May, the Advice Office was visited
by two members of the editorial staff of
“Post”. Particular interest was shown in our
effort= to trace workmen owed unclaimed
Compensation money. An article in Post
subsequently  drew attention to this aspect
of our work, and to the fact that large sums
of money are lying idle because they have
not heen claimed through “ignoranee, mis-
understanding or lack of information™, As
a direct result of this article, the Advice Of-
fice received a spate of ingquiries from people
both Coloured and African, who thought
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that they might well be among the untraced
claimants. They were referred to the correct
section of the Department of Labour or the
Department of Bantu Affairs, and it was ex-
plained that Claims take about six months
to come through from Pretoria. Names are
published approximately once in three
months in Government Gazettes when the
money has been unclaimed for twelve months

Or Imore.

Later (18th August 1968) Post carried the
story of ABEL SIBEKO who had been owed
R1.716 since 1964. They said “we didn't
find Mr. Sibeko. That was hardly surprising.
He was killed instantly in the accident in
1964. But we did find his widow. And it
didn’t take us days — let alone years. It
took exactly 30 minutes. A reporter tele-
phoned the factory where Mr. Sibeko had
worked and was given the name of his at-
torney. The attorney gave the address of
Mrs. Sibeko. Post was delighted to find her,
and shocked by the ease of doing it. Shocked
too by her tale of four vears of misery. She
and six children have been surviving—living
is hardly the word — on R10 a month since

1964. Because officialdom had not done its
job.”

This has made us realise how essential
it is to obtain the maximum publicity for
these long lists of Africans and others owed
money under Workmens® Compensation by
means of newspapers such as Post which are
widely read by working people. We are most
arateful for the help given to our cause hy
“Pl‘lﬂt"+

The case of Nasipi Mieleki shows how
casily claims can get mislaid through sheer
lack of information. This man was a night-
watechman for a firm at Vasco, In June 1967
he was assaulted while on duty, and stabbed
severely in the leg. Hos has been unfit for
work ever since, and is a case of temporary
total disablement. He expects to be unfit for
possibly another two wears. His firm paid
him for two moenths after the assault. Since
then he has subsisted on the kind assistance
of friends. He came to the office to enquire
about his rights with regard to Compensa-
tion. An enquiry at Department of Bantu
Affairs revealed that his elaim had in fact
come through during September of this vear.
When ihe firm has returned the form which
has heen posted to them. he will be able to
collect his money, R240, after the amount al-
ready paid by the firm and refundabie to
them has heen deducted,
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SOME ASPEGTS OF TRANSPORT AS IT
AFFEGTS THE DAILY WORKER

AS OBSERVED BY THE PLUMSTEAD-CONSTANTIA BRANCH
OF THE BLACK SASH

(NOTE : The African worker is not included in this survey)

AN AMERICAN SAID RECENTLY that South Africa was fortunate to have leap-frogged a century,

and to have jumped from a pastoral to a jet-age way of life, !n this way, she was able
to draw on the experience of others, and to avoid the pitfalls encountered by them.

However this may be, South Africa is wrestling with the hydra-headed problem of this plunge
into a highly technical society, and it is suggested that we examine one of these problems — trans-
port — to see how it affects just one section of the population — the worker in the city.

By all means let us congratulate ourselves on the great strides taken in national transport, the
excellent network of superb roads, the efficient and expanding internal air services, but let us also
take a closer look at the daily transport of workers to and from their work. |Is this transport a
weak link in industrial development? Is the worker served well or ill?

LEGISLATION: heen proclaimed white and will see a repeti-

It is difficult to depart from the national tion of the pattern. Non-white bhusineness
tendeney to think along the rigid lines of and homes will go, and once again higger
colour, It would be both agreeable and cons- fares and longer travelling hours will he in-
tructive to consider workers in terms of skill, curred by those who wish to continue to work
or wage levels, or enterprise. instead of in in the existing husinesses and factories.

terms of colour, but the hard fact is that the THE SUBURBAN RAILWAY LINE:

non-European remains largely the under-

privileged worker, the legislated-against indi- The natural clustering of the coloured wor-
vidual, and the lowest paid, with, as vet, little ker close to the suburban railway line has
chance of escape from these disadvantages. been hruke_n up. Tal::e fnr instance. thase
Laws and regulations limit the form his who have lived all their lives in Diep River,
labour shall take, and control the areas in and who, having heen moved to the new area
which he may live. Against this background of Mannenherg.1 must pay inereased fares tn
of deterrent legislation he must first find return to work in Diep River.
work and then find transport to and from The Raapkraal community in the Westlake
Ei-'l_]-ﬂ]l 1"’“1’1‘;' area iﬁ to move a [:ﬂ"!‘ii[]E’rﬂ]liE di!-;l::‘l['l{',l-;' Loy
Modern town planning moves towards the Grassy Park, whose bus service is one of the
unit, i.e.. a housing scheme closely ]_it_l]_iﬂd most heavily taxed of all.
with schools, clinies, recreatiu: Igmh%ms. Slangkop in the Kommetjie area is to re-
shops and transport. Does ours?  Consider ceive the Simon’s Town community as well
recent legislation : as people from Noordhoek and Sunnydale.
DISTRICT SIX: Ax this area is absolutely new there is no ade-
The Non-European is to leave this area to tjuate bus service. The fares. being economie
live in dormitory suburbs which are now in- are high. '-
ereasingly on the perimeter of the city. When Bus Apartheid. If ever this should be en-
the white-owned enterprises shall have been forced, fares will rise, as has happened in Jo-
established in Distriet 5111 the non-European hannesburg. Already the few “Whites Only™
must crowd buses and trains and come long buses in Cape Town charge le. more for fares.

distances back to work in this very area.
Those who are forced to live furthest away BUDGETTING:

are those least able to pay heavy fares. It is not easy to verifly the average non.
This is not slum clearance — or urban European income in Cape Town, but it can

renewal. It is forced removal. be pointed out that sub-economie housing is

WOODSTOCK: granted to families whose main breadwinner
The nearest suburb to Cape Town has now earns less than R60 per month.

The Black Snsh, February, 1868, 26 IMe Swort Serp, Februarie, 1968,



The Johannesburg Mumicipality has pub-
lished figures for 1967, and states that the
minimum income on which an African
family can have a barely reasonable living
was R53.32 per month. The report states
that an average of R3.75 er month was spent
on transport. and that 68% of families earned
les= than this minimum income,

Coloured people in the main have a higher
standlard of living, but even so, transport
costs are often disproportionately large.

TRANSPORT CONDITIONS:

In some suburhs. such as Athlone and
Crawford. the workers are well served by
buses. and have reasonable access to white

areas where they can be profitably emploved.

In other areas, such as Grassy Park and
I.otus River, the conditions are chaotic, and
even menacing during the peak hours. There
vour have the speclacle of hundreds of wor-
kers fighting to board transport that is hope-
lesslyv inadequate ; of people leaving home be-
frre 6 a.m. to try and obtain a seat on a bus.
There the elderly. the women and children
are pushed aside by men who are desperale
tn et to work.

In defence of these men it must be recog-
nized thal many employers accept no excuse
for a late arrival. If a man is late clocking
in. he loses pay: il he is employed by the
Municipality, a public body or a builder and
misses the lorry conveying him to a job, his
days payv could be forfeited. Such people
must set to work on Hme at all costs,

Between 6.30 and 8 am.. at the bottom
of Lake Road in Lotus River. erowds of wor-
kers and school children run up and down
the road trving to board a bus. Many domes-
ties walk miles rather than join in the des-
perate scramble.

The average bus holds 54 people (seated
and standing) and overcrowding is punish-.
ahle by law. “With the available 36 buses, only
1.944 passengers can be conveved from Gl'ili'.-"i-
Park to Wynberg Station (whieh is a dis-
tributing and major rail intake point} he.
tween 6 and 8 a.m. These huses are full at
the =tart. and worker= along the route have
little chance of a seat.

In the same period. only 1.658 people can
he conveved from Steenberg through the new
housing estates to Retreat Station {annthm
from Otery to Wynberg Station, and for 918
major rail intake). There 15 room for 756
from Philippi to Claremont Station.

The five major intake points on the south-
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ern suburbs railway line for the coloured
worker are — Hetreat. Wynberg. Claremont,
Mowhray and Salt River.

An average peak-hour train can carry 800-
900 passengers. The figure is clastic, as over-
erowding occurs regularly., and scenes al
Claremont. Wynberg and Mowbrav Stations,
and in the non-European coache: have to
be seen to be believed. 27 trains leave HRe-
Ireat Station before 8 a.m.. which means
that about 25,000 passengers of all races can
be moved from Retreat to Cape Town on the
suburban line during this period.

FARES:
This is where most workers are hardest
lit. The fares are often out of all propor-

tion to most wage }JHELEI‘:. Far too many
people have disjointed jourmeys: bus-train-
hus. or change of hus, with the extra cenls
per journev this entails.

A minimum fare of 4e. must be paid for
even the shortest journey by bus.

The railway season-ticket holder is privi-
leged : his journey s unbhroken: he can make
an unlimited number of journeys on his tie-
ket between his home station and Cape Town.
He has. in effect therefore, free transport for
shopping in all areas along his daily ioute.
and even for his evening cinema show. The
bus traveller is not so privileged. and must
pay for every journey.

The gardener, who used to live in Diep
River and who still wishes to work in that
area. must now pay a daily fare of 32 cenls
from Mannenberg, where he is now forced
to live, The girl whe has proudly moved
into the status job of nursing in. say. the
Rondeboseh /Pinelands area, and who has
been moved from her Claremont home. must
now pay 30 cents a day. six days a week. out
ol a wage packet of R40 per month. and must
leave home well before 6 a.m. to be in time
for her 7 o'clock shift duty. All hospitals
provide accommodation for white nurses, hut
verv  few offer accommodation for mon-

Whites.

SIDE 1SSUES:

Although not strietly pertinent to the sub-
ject under discussion. eertain facts force
themselves forward.

1. Gress overcrowding is occuring in the
more fortunate suburbs. where the pressure
on accommaodation is so great that exploita-
tion iz taking place. Rooms are let at high
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prices, and often no food is provided. Under
investigation at the moment is the case of
a coloured woman who lets one room 12° x
12’ to four nurses, each paying R14 for the
fourth share of the room and the right to
make a cup of tea. In other words, the own-
er receives a rental of R56 for this one room.
The girls will not lodge a complaint as they are
desperate for accommodation. Such abuses
negative the genuine atiempts of the authori-
ties to provide decent living conditions.

2. Thefts and assaults are all too common,
especially in the case of girls. Because of the
length of their journeys, and the overcrowd-
ing of the transport system, many are forced
in the winter to travel in the dark hours, and
gangs wait in the ill-lit townships, particul-
arly on pay-day. to waylay and roh.

3. Shopping facilities in the new suburbs
are often either non-existent or extremely
poor, and the housewife must walk long dis-
tances, or pay a minimum fare of 4 cents to
the nearest comprehensive shopping centre.
Almost 100 small shops served the District
Six community {(and made a living). How
many of the new housing schemes can offer

these facilities?

TO SUM UP:

Bus services at peak hours are totally in-
adequate on most routes,

Bus fares are unrealistic.

Certain routes are badly served.

There are too few buses in the valley pe-
riods.

It must be remembered that the buses are
run by private enterprise, and are therefore
required to make money. No business man
can be expected to run huge fleets of buses to
absorb peak hour loads, and then to have
them largely idle for most of the day.

It should also be recorded that, on the
whole, the drivers and conductors are very
civil to all passengers under very trying con.
ditions, and are helpful in their dealings with
the elderly and with the numerous parcels!

IT IS RECOMMENDED

That transport should be subsidised :

That season tickets should be introduced.
(This would form a control for services
required ).

That because of the problems brought to
light by this brief and incomplete survey
of one of our towns in the Republie, all
Black Sash Regions should be asked to un-
dertake surveys in their areas.
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JOHANNESBURG
ADVICE OFFICE

Extracts form the Annual Report

THE NUMBERS OF NEW CASES coming

to the Advice Office this year has increased
by 67 to 624. The total number of inter-
views increased from 982 to 1,128. 276 of
these interviews were interviews only. No
files were opened for them because, either the
cases were hopeless and nothing could be done
to help, or the problem fell outside the scope
of the work of the Advice Office and the in-
dividual was advised to go to the appropriate
agency for assistance, e.g., to a lawyer or a
welfare agency.

Most notable increases occurred in the
number of endorsements out of the area.
There were 93 cases as compared with 32 last

ear.

d Those who had no reference books increas-
ed by 18. Many of the cases concerned young
people applying for a reference book for the
first time. They were refused their books
on the grounds that they could not prove that
they were born and brought up in Johannes-
burg. Children who were horn here, but were
sent to a rural area to live with grandparents
for a time, have had their names removed
from their parent’s housing permit in Johan-
nesburg and thus have lost their right of
domicile and cannot live at home with their
parents after they are 18 years of age. Un-
married daughters may live with their parents
provided that they can prove that they en-
tered the area lawfully and that they ordinar-
ily reside with their parents. Girls who have
left home to stay in the country are in the
same position as the teenage boys, but the ad-
vice office has had only one case of a teenage
girl being endorsed out. However when they
marry and are unable to prove lawful entry
into the urban area then they are endorsed
out.

NM. was born in Sophiatown in 1939, hut
she has no proof of this. Neither can she
prove that she was at school there from 1946
to 1951. Although she was in employment
from 1957 until 1961 and has references to
prove this she was not registered by these
emplovers, She was registered however, for
the period 1965 to 1966,

She has two children for whom she has
birth certificates, born in Johannesburg in
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1961 and 1966, and she has a doetor’s certifi-
cate stating that she was twice pregnant dur-
ing the years 1962 to 1964 and that she was
unfit for work at that time. Her sister who
is a lawful resident of Diepkloof has sworn
an affidavit to the effect that NM. has been
living with her since 1966,

The (Md Aged Home for whom she worked
from 1965 to 1966 wishes to re-employ her,
but she was endorsed out in April this vear:
she has appealed to the Bantu Affairs Com.
miszioner against the decision to endorse her
out and she awaits the result of her appeal.

M.S. is a twenty year old vouth born in
Sophiatown. His parents died when he was
very young and he lived with various relatives
in Johanneshurg until he was sent to bhoard-
ing school in Lichtenburg. He came home
to his grandmother in Soweto to spend the
school holidays with her. On leaving school
he came back to Johanneshurg to live with
hiz unecle who had the bov’s name listed on
his housing permit. This uncle who is guar-
dian had a disagreement with M.S, and had
hiz name removed from the housing permit
at the end of 1967. Since that time he has been
unable to obtain a workseeker's permit and
the firm who employed him wcre unable to
vegister him. This vear he has twice heen
arrested for not having the right documents
to he in Johanneshurg., BSince coming out of
prison in April he has been going back and
forth to Municipal offices 1o try and legalise
hiz position. Pending the outcome of the
investigation into his case he may remain
in the area.

A.T. He has evidence of his birth in
Sophiatown in 1946 in the form of affidavits
sworn to by two women who assisted at his
hirth. He attended two schools in Soweto
and Meadowlands for the period 1958 to
1962, He is not on his mother’s housing
permit in Meadowlands,

In 1963 he became ill and was sent to
Fickshurg for treatment by a witch dector.
In 1964 he recovered but stayed on in Ficks-
hurg to look after an aged grandfather, until
1967 when his grandfather died.

In Febraury 1968 he came back to Johan-
neshurg to live with his mother in Meadow-
lands. His father is dead. When A applied
for his [irst reference book, this was refused
and hLe was endorsed out. He gathered
what proof he had of his right to be in the
prescrihed area of Johannesburg and he
lodged an appeal against his endorsement out
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SUSPICIOUS CHARACTER by Bob Connolly

"Wilful'' Africans will be sent to rehabilita-

tion centres or colonies — depending on cir-
cumstances.

Memorandum of the Department of
Bantu Administration on the esta-
blishment of aid centres in wurban
areas,

of the area, with the Bantu Affairs Commis-
sioner. The Bantu Affairs Commissioner
said he could not help him since he did not
have a reference book. He was advised by us
to go to the Appeals Officer, Albert Street.
The Appeals Officer sent him back to the
Bantu Affairs Commissioner, where he was
given a temporary identification -certificate
and advised to see his Superintendent in
Soweto to obtain proof of domicile there. As
he was not on the permit he was unable to
prove residence. He reported this to the ap-
peals officer. Albert Street. He was advised
to report to the Bantu Affairs Commissioner,
Fickshurg. and we gave him a letter to the
official setting out his case.

The Bantu Affairs Commissioner in Ficks-
burg was asked to investigate his case and
advise us as to_whether A could register as a
workseeker in Ficksburg. Since his Tax Num-
ber is a Johannesburg one, it seems unlikely
that he will be permitted to register as a
workseeker in Ficksburg, The letter to the
Bantu Affairs Commissioner, Ficksburg was
written on 30th August, 1968, and to date no
reply has been received as to the result of
his investigations into this case.
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MRS. M.B. was born in the Bridgman
Memorial Hospital. Her parents at that time
were living in Alexandra township., When
she was three the family was resettled in Mea-
dowlands and she has been living with them
ever since. However her name was never
placed on the housing permit. She was at
school 1n Meadowlands from 1934 to 1937
only and she has never heen in registered em-
polyment,

She is married to a man who has worked
continuously in Johannesburg since 1933 in
registered employment and has permission to
live in the prescribed area of Johanneshurg,
They have three children, all horn in Johan-
nesburg, in 1963, 1965 and 1968,

She was endorsed out in August 1968 and
told to leave the area within 72 hours. She
cannot prove that she has lived in Johannes-
burg all her life and has a right to be here,
She and her hushand and their children are
living illegally with her parents and she is
trying to obtain as much proof as che can
of her continuous residence here, so that she
can appeal to the Bantu Affairs Commis.
sioner against her endorsement out.

E.M. was born in Alexandra township in
1950. He has no birth certificate., but his
father and a woman who was present at his
birth have sworn affidavits testifying to the
time and place of his birth. His mother died
when he was very young. His father and he
were resettled in Meadowlands in 1960 and
there is proof of his living in the preseribed
area of Johannesburg at that date. He also
has proof of his schooling in Meadowlands
from 1961-1967. He is on his father’s hous-
g permit. but is registered as being in the
area for the purposes of schooling only.

When he applied for his reference book he
was endorsed out as he was only allowed to
be in the area while at school. He appealed
against his endorsement out at the office of
the Bantu Affairs Commissioner. and the
appeal was turncd down in May this year.
He then appealed to the Chief Bantu Affairs
Commissioner, taking all the relevant docu-
ments in support of his contention that he
has alwavs lived in the area. He was then
told to find a job and to bring his prospective
employer to the pass office with him. He
found work and the employer gave him a
note ton give to the Registering Officer say-
ing that he wished to employ E. M. but that
he personally could not afford the time to
xo with .M. to the Pass Office. Because of
this registration was refused and the young
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man was told to find an employer who would
accompany him to the pass office to register
him.

COMMENT

All the above cases illustrate how difficult
it is for Africans, of whatever age or sex, to
comply with the law — The right permit
or permits determine the future of every child
born in urban areas. It is incredible that a
young person has to produce incontrovertible
proof that he was born in the area: that his
name 15 listed immediately after birth, on the
tather’s housing permit and that his name is
never removed from this permit; that he was
at school in the area and keep certificates
giving the dates of his schooling; that in faet
he has to prove he has never left the area.
If he cannot prove all this he will be refused
the issue of the reference hook in the area
where he lives with his parents. The law
says that every African must be in possession
of a reference book from the age of 16, This
refusal to issue reference hooks on application
lays these young people open to arbitrary
arrest for not having identity documents and
many of them at this young age, are arrested
and go to jail during the time they are mak-
ing every effort to obtain a reference honk
and to furnish the proof that they belong in
the prescribed area.

Young women too. when they marry run
the risk of being separated from their hus-
bands and bheing endorsed out with their
babies if they cannot establish their proof of
domicile.

This is sheer eruelty and is doing untold
damage to the moral flibre of the African
people, It cannot be justified on anv grounds
what-so-ever.

BANTU LABOUR REGULATIONS#
{ Bantu Areas) 1968

On the Ist April. 1968 the new Bantu
Regulations came into foree.

These regulations must “depersonalise” the
relations between the employer and the em-
ployee. The impermanence of the lahour
must inhibit the responsibility and the loval-
ty of both employer and employee. The
unfortunate African becomes a unit of lahour
in a category of work, hired for one vear by
an unknown employer.

The cost of transport of the employee from

*See The Bluck Sash. May 1968,
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his home to the place of empioyment and
back to his home at the termination of the
contract is the responsibility of the employer
who may, however deduct the cost from the
wages of the African. This is a tax on the em-
ployer and may be a hardship to the employee.
In addition the employer has to pay the sum of
R1 for every worker employed by him every
year. This must surely be passed on to the
consumer and will further aggravate the in-
[lationary situation.

The service contraet is for a period of a
vear and the African must return home for
a month. Those employers who avail them-
selves of the “call in” card system will find
it most inconvenient when their particular
employees will be at home in a different
month every year. To illustrate :-

A service contract is signed from 1st
January to 31st December, The African re-
turns home and the next contract will he
Lrom February 1st until January 31st and the
African again has to return home for a
month. The following year he will be away
in March. An employer thus will not be
able to depend on his trained and regular
labour being at work during the busy period
of the vear and he will not be able regularly
to allow leave for his lahourers during the
slack period of the year.

As the service contract is terminated every
vear there can be no obligation on the em-
ployer to pay holiday wages to his labour.
Many Africans therefore may be unfortunate
in that every thirteenth month they will be
earning nothing.

It i« a fair comment to say that the labour
fores cannot be efficient, stable or contented.
For the Afriean it is vet a further restriction
on his freedom of movement. He is eom-
pelled to defer a portion of his wages to his
dependents in the homeland, He can be com-
pelled to pay his transport from and to his

hhome onece a year. From the balance of his
wages Dhe has to pay transport from his
lodgings in the urban area to his place of
work and in addition he must pay for his
accommodation and food. Unless he 1s earn-
ing a pretty high wage he will have little left
at the end of his contract.

It haz come to our notice that some Afri-
cans have had to pay R1 to the tribal Chief
hefore they can be emploved and service con
tracts attested. We do not know whether this
i= lawful or not.
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These regulations are harsh and restrictive
for the African. He has no choice of the
type of labour he will perform, nor can he
have any say in the choice of employer or
for how long he will work. If he breaks his
contract for any reason he is obliged to re-
turn to his homeland to wait to be recruited
again,

The employer too has lost his right to
choose whom he wishes to work for him o
to decide on the conditions of employment.
He is bound by red tape and bureaucratic
controel which will cost the loss of many man
hours of labour not to mention the irritation
and frustration involved. And all this to
satisty the demands of the idology of apart-
heid.

JOHN JONATHAN MY JOE

JDHN Johnathan my Jo, John,

Syne first we pulled taegither,
New ‘Border’ factories I've huilt,
Far frae ina mnative heather.

John Johnathan, ye ken I love

Your land o" milk an’ honey,

(An’ the chaunce it gies a businessman
0" makin® easy money!)

Your canny bra’ new Bantu laws
I ¢a” most enterprisin’

(They gie a settled labour mart,
And keep ma costs frae risin’.)

Ye've got the reet idea, ma mon.
Tae hold ¥'r labour stable:
(Remove the reet to strike an” ye've
The best cards on the table!)

The plans o ither feckless folk
Would ca” for higher pay:

Your best-laid plan for mice an’ men
Can niver gang agley!

The bhroken homes o labour's pawns
Maun cause me sma’ distress :

I could not love ve, John. so much
Loved I not honour less!

MAC DE MERWE.
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GROUP AREAS REMOVALS
FROM SIMON'S TOWN

BARBARA D. WILLIS

Mrs. Willis is, among many other things, organiser of the Christian Churches’
Advice Office in Simon’s Town. This article is taken from a very comprehensive
paper she presented to the Black Sash Conference in Durban.

THE KNOWN HISTORY OF THE CAPE goes back only 300 years, and for 250 of these Simon's
Town had been a happily Eragressirtg town made up of all races who had achieved peaceful

living by simply doing just that +

ing — by the combined efforts of all racial groups. Mutual respect

was the secret of their natural success, combined with the fact that Simon's Town is geographically
cut off from all other towns in the Cape Peninsula, and each section of its people was interdepen-
dent. Within living memory all races attended the same schools and sporting and social functions

and they still share their Churches, and so the people have always ha

the golden opportunity, so

rare in South Africa, of meeting each other on equal terms and not just on a master/servant basis.
The inevitable result was a happy town, gay and friendly and colourful, and no legislation was

needed to achieve this.

WHEN the first advertised proposal for

Group Areas appeared in 1939, it was
sufficiently shocking, but it did make provi-
sion for Coloured and Indian residential areas
within the Municipality. In 1960 a second
advertisement proposed zoning of a small area
inadvertently omitted previously., Then a
third and utterly drastic set of proposals was
advertised about Christmas 1964, which
excluded Indians altogether from the munici-
pal area, named specific areas for Whites, but
no specific area for any other group.

Within a couple of weeks of the first ad-
vertisement, at a Public Meeting, a Liaison
Committee was formed. It consisted of ap-
pointed representatives from the Roman
Catholic, Anglican and Methodist Churches,
the Mosque Trustees, Ratepayers Associa-
tions, the Chamber of Commerce, the Black
Sash local branch, various sporting bodies
and clubs, and all the non-white organisa-
tions — in fact, every organisation there
was in the town. The Dutech Reformed
Church did not have a Mission Church in
Simon’s Town so was not directly affected,
hut the dominee was sympathetic and helpful
and gave us names of leaders of the Mission
Churches in the Peninsula who would give
us the henefit of their experiences in their
areas.

“Representations were sent in to the Group
Areas Board by the Liaison Committee, its
component bodies, and hundreds of indivi-
duals. The Liaison Committee collected
signatures for a mammoth petition from the
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people of the town and another from the
shopkeepers, and correlated the evidence to
be laid before the Public Enquiries of the
Group Areas Board. Money was raised by
a morning market and house to house collec-
tions in order to brief Counsel to put the
case for the united townspeople and organisa-
tions,

Two Public Enquiries were held by the
Group Areas Board in August 1959 and
February 1965. Not one person at either
enguiry — with more than a five-vear inter-
val between them — came forward to give
evidence that he objected to his neighbours
or traders. There was no objection from any
section of the community or from any racial
group against another, but overwhelming and
uncontradicted evidence was given on oath
that no Group Areas Proclamation was want-
ed or warranted in Simon’s Town.

In spite of this evidence the guillotine fell
on lst September, 1967, and the whole muni-
cipal area of Simon’s Town was declared a
Group Area for Whites only. No provision
was made within the Municipal area — and
it iz a very extensive area, with plenty of
space for all the existing groups in the town
and their expansion — for any other race
group, and I believe that this is the only
Municipality in the Republic to suffer such
a fate.

With a deep sense of shock and bewilder-
ment a public meeting was called to discuss
the proclamation and see if any other action
could be taken to save the town from com-
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plete disruption, because more than half of
its residents and more than half its traders
were now disqualified people. At this meet-
mg, overflowing into the street, a unanimous
resolution was taken to send a deputation to
the Minister of Planning asking him to re-
consider the proclamation and allow the
status quo lo remain or, alternatively, to al-
low the non-Whites to remain in Simon’s
Town. The Liaison Committee was empow-
ered to implement the resolution and it ap-
pointed a deputation of three affected persons
to represent the Indian, Coloured and Mos-
lem communities. A memorandum was
drawn up by the Commitiee’s Counsel and
was submitted to the Minister. who refused
to see the deputation. The Minister's Secre-
tary replied that Simon’s Town was proclaim-
ed a White Group Area “after a thorough in-
vestigation by the Group Areas Board and
careful consideration of the report submitted
in this respect . . . and you have the assur-
ance that due cognizance was taken of all the
relevant facts and information supplied. Fur-
thermore the Minister had made it his duty
to carry out a personal inspection, in order
to acguaint himself with local cireumstances
before proclaination of Simon’s Town as a
White group area. in the circumstances it is
considered that no good purpose will be
served by having further discussions on the
matter and econsequently your request that
the group areas proclamation he reviewed
and amended cannot be acceded to.”

Churches' Advise Office

An Advice Office, sponsored by the Chris-
tian Churches, opened its doors for the first
time on 20th April, 1968, the very week that
the outdoor officers of the Department of
Community Development moved into Simon’s
Town for what is termed a “Socio-Economic
Survey”. They came in Government cars
and were promptly referred to throughout the
town as the “*G. G. Cars™, and those affected
became rather panic-stricken.

The first vital questions were “where” and
“when™ were removals to take place. It had
taken uz almost into April to find out where,
and nobody knew when. The “when" is still
most uncertain for the vast majority of the
people. The Indians will have to go to Ry-
lands on the Cape Flats. about 23 miles away,
and the Coloured people to Slangkop Town-
ship. ten miles from Simon’s Town Railway
station and about 2 miles from Kommetje,
over the mountains near the Atlantie coast of
the Peninsula.
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Slangkop

To get to Slangkop the only road is from
Simon’s Town to Fish Hoek and then on the
Kommetje/Noordhoek road to the Town-
ship. Eventually we are told there will be
a double carriageway built over the moun-
tains from Slangkop to Glencairn Valley
which will save time anl mileage and, we
sincerely hope, bus fares. The Township
is situated in very pleasant surroundings on
a portion of the old Imhoff's Gift Farm at
the foot of the hills. The ple are much
distressed by the name Slangkop — meaning
Snakehead -— and, amongst themselves, those

already resettled there refer to it as “Upper
Fish Hoek".

On the plans for Slangkop provision is
made for schools, an old age home, play-
grounds, a cinema, shopping centre, a hall
and churches but of course, none of these
exisi at present. Only a few houses are as
yet ready and occupied and no flats are com-
pleted. Street lights are not yet functioning
because they have run out of eable and the
only telephone is in the Housing Supervisor’s
office which is closed at night. There are
no halls, no library and on police station, and
there is already some hooliganism thers, and
also a shebeen or two. The local M.P. has
tried to get a police station or police post
there but was told “the present policy is not
to open new Police Stations in close proxim-
ity to existing Stations, but rather to increase
man power and mobile patrols.” He is, how-
ever, taking the matter further and also try-
if ng to get a public telephone and reduced hus
ares.

We are told that the quality of the Slang.
kop houses is better than in any other Hous-
ing Scheme, and this we ean believe. There
are three groups for housing purposes, accord-
ing to income. The sub-economic group
comprises those earning vp to R60.00 per
month. the cconomic group those earning
R61.00 to R180.00 per month and the self-
help group who earn more than this. The lat-
ter are not provided with housing, but are
expected to make their own arrangements.

The Act lays down that nobody may be
moved until one year after the date of pro-
clamation but the first families in Simon’s
Town were moved during the month before
this date. having been notified of offers at
the beginning of August. The first batch
consisled of 40 families and the second of
33, all sub-economic group, and these were
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resettled by the end of August. The majority
were very poor and the Department of Com-
munity Deveolopment wvery kindly brought
transport down and moved the very poor
families, although the Aect says they must
pay for their own removals. A senior official
helped, together with the Simon’s Town
Housing Supervisor, and worked late into the
night riding on the lorries themselves —
with cats, dogs and chickens getting a [ree
ride too. Those with chickens were allowed
to take them provided they killed one a week
until all were consumed. By the end of Oe-
tober, the first 28 families in the economie
group will he resettled.

MNotice to move

The Aect lays down that three months
notice must be given to residentz to move,
but in actual fact they are being given a
couple of weeks notice and then four days in
which to =ign the contract, and they must
pay one month’s rent in advance plus a 10
cent revenue stamp, and pay an electricity
deposit of R6.00 if they want to use it. They
have to sign a form stating whether they are
prepared or not to accept the alloeation of-
fered, and that if they are not they will them-
selves ““find alternative accommodation for
their family and declare, further, that they
do not hold the Department of Community
Development or any other authority respons-
ible for finding alternative accommodation,
and they undertake to move from their pre-
sent aceommodation as soon as a removal
notice has been served on them.”  II they
do not accept the offer then the Department
of Community Development can give them.
at any time, the three months notice, laid
down in the Aect, to vacate. But as there is
no alternative accommodation available any-
where else they must perforce take the offer
or be out on the street. In 1967. there were
12.000 names on the waiting list for rented
houses and 1.200 for Home-Ownership in

Cape Town City Council Area.

Rents raised

At present there is a very mecagre bus ser-
vice from Slangkop to Simon’s Town — three
times a day each way. Leaving Slangkop at
6.45 and 7.40 a.m. and 3.30 p.m.: the first
bus goes to Seaforth (bevond the Dockyard).
the second to Jubilee Square in the centre of
the town, and the third only to the bus depot
at the foot of Red Hill — about a mile or
more before reaching the centre of Simon’s
Town. The return buses from Simon’s
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Town depart at 7.15 a.m. from Seaforth, 3
pm. from Jubilee Square and 5 p.m. from
Seaforth.

The fares are ““Eeonomic™, which makes
them, for the present, quite exorbitant, and
there is no reduction in price for weekly or
monthly tickets,

OUn the 1st September, 1969, the wages of
unskilled Coloured labourers in the Dock-
yard were raised from R48.00 to R55.00 per
month.  This rise does not even cover the
daily bus fare of one adult in the family
who works in Simon's Town, quite apart
from any working wives or children travel-
ling to school. The monthly bus fare is be-
tween R9.00 and R10.00 per month for one
adult, and for those in the sub-cconomie
group, that is more than the rent they have
to pay even for the biggest house.

Bus Service

On top of all this, just six weeks after
the first families had been resettled at Slang-
kop all rents were raised. The reason given
was that “The rents at present in operation
were based on Divisional Council’s past ex-
perience in operating costs in other housing
schemes, but as it has become clear at this
carly stage that the operating costs generally
have increased. it has been deemed advisable
to adjust the rents without delay whilst only
a relatively few families are in occupation,
One of the factors which has increased the
rent is that the water consumption allow-
ances have been doubled as the present allow-
ance is inadequate.”

There is no choice of housing when being
resettled under the Group Areas Act. The
people must take a flat or house of whatever
<ize is offered, or fend for themselves. which
is 1mpossible.  There s no aceommodation
at all for single persons — they must find
=omebody to give them lodging. unless, of
course, they can afford to build for them.-
selves,

Eventually, houses will be available for
purchase and land will be for sale for people
to build to their own plans. No details are
vel available for the home-ownership scheme
Shops

As regards shops: Three were advertised
[or letting. together with flats over them. at
a rental of H115.00 per month. to be ready
approximately at the end of September. 1968,
A butcher. a general dealer and a cale/
restaurant. The applicants had to fill in a
most formidable questionnaire.
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The vast majority of businessmen in
Simon’s Town OWN their shops with flats
above, and some have done so for up to 50
vears, How can they now start paying rent
for the rest of their lives with no chance of
buying? It iz Government policy to give
preferential allocation in Coloured Areas to
Coloured persons who were required to re-
linquish their businesses in declared White
areas. But those who own in Simon's Town
cannot now will their shops or their pro-
perty to their descendants because they are
“Disqualified”, and it appears that they will
not be able to BUY shop premises in the re-
settlernent areas,

Indian traders

For the Indian traders in the town the out-
look iz even more bleak. Their shops are
often open for 18 hours a day to serve a
seaport of men, frequently doing overtime in
the dockyard, and who start work daily at
7 am. They are only able to perform this
miich-needed and much-appreciated service of
such long hours because the family live on
the premises and work in chifts.  They may
not move to Slangkop with their Non-White
customers — and they have a great number
of White customers too — and will eventually
have to live at Rylands where they cannot all
trade with each other. Even if they are al-
lowed to carry on their businesses in Simon’s
Town. they cannot commute from that dis-
tance and keep open the usual 18 hours a
day.

With the closing down of the African
Loeation, Luyolo, in Simon’s Town in 1965
and the enforced removal of between 1.600
to 1.700 Africans to Gugunletu. all trade in the
town suffered a severe blow because these
people were good cash customers. Now. al-
though only about 80 families have been
moved out to Slangkop the trade is suffer-
ing a further decline, and all the traders, of
whatever race, face a future losing more trade
with every bateh of removals for several years
to come. One wonders how many will be
able to tide over the very lean period ahead
hecause none of them have ever made more
than a modest living. There is no compen-
sation latd down in anv legislation for loss
of trade duc to the removal of whole com-
munities, presumably because this has never
oceurred in any other town before, but the
Minister of Planning assured the men who
sought permission to take the deputation to
him to re-consider the Group Areas proclama-
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tion that “It has repeatedly been stated by
the Government that no disqualified mer-
chant will be deprived of his livelihood and
that a trader who was in legal oceupation on
the date of the proclamation of a group area
will be allowed to remain in such occupation
until reasonable alternative trading facilities
are available elsewhere. Likewise it has been
indicated that places of worship will remain
unaffected.”

But of course the places of worship will
suffer, The Mosque will be left dereliet when
all the Moslems have gone, and the Christian
Churches will suffer severe setbacks. The pre-
sent congregations of the Anglican, Roman
Catholic and Methodist Churches are about
two-thirds non-White and one-third White.
There are no churches vet in Slangkop and
these will have to be built.

Schools

The present position with regard to the
non-White  schools in Simon’s Town is
fraught with anxiety and uncertainty for all
those concerned — the churches, the teach-
ers, the parents and some of the pupils. At
present, the children who have been taught
in English medium and have been removed ta
Slangkop are now being taught in Afrikaans
medium. This is a struggle for them and
detrimental 1o their work and against what
the Churches, and, consequently, the teachers
and parents were promised. One good thing
is, that for education purposes, Slangkop
falls under the Simon’s Town district, bhe-
cause Simon’s Town is one of the very few
areas where non-White schooling is compul-
SOTY.

At present 1,257 pupils have to be catered
for at Slangkop having been moved from
perfectly good schools in Simon’s Town.
The Government School has both English
and Afrikaans medium. and the Roman
Catholie 1s English medium, the Moslem.
Methodist and Gleneairn are all Afrikaans
medium, and the Anglican in Simon’s Town
is both English and Afrikaans medium. so
that pupils taught in English medium are in
a minority,

The only school near Slangkop is at Im-
hoff’s Gift ( Primary only) and it is bursting
at the seams. Two classrooms are bheing used
in Slangkop Township in a semi-detached

housing unit with no inside walls. Three
extra teachers have already heen granted
there,

There is mno provision at Slangkop
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for Church schools, and these will eventually
be closed down in Simon’s Town. We are
told that there may bhe 16 pre-fabricated
classrooms ready in Januvary 1969 to take
40 children per eclass — primary only. All
those attending secondary school will have 1o
travel to Simon’s Town for some time to
come, Eventually primary schools and one

High School will be built at Slangkop.

Gross overcrowding

Ever since the first proposal for Group
Areas in 1959 no housing has been under-
taken because of the uncertainty of which
areas would be declared for which group and
so the consequent overcrowding in the town
has reached formidable and most unhealthy
proportions, Now, since the proclamation,
nobody may move into the town without a
permit and nobody may change residence
within the Municipality without permission,
but families continue to grow apace, much
quicker than houses can be built. There are
132 sub-economie flats in the town and the
Town Clerk reckons that there are now about
150 sub-tenants in these 132 flats, We have
put in strong pleas for the sub-temants to be
moved first to relieve the grossly over-crowd-
ed conditions, but the Inspector tells us that
they will not he moved, probably until 1969,
because the Municipality cannot lose rents
on properties not yet paid for to the National
Housing Commiszsion. The Town Clerk has
offered a list of tenmants so that sub-tenants
could be moved, but we have not been able
to persuade the Inspector yet, and anyway
there are not enough houses ready. It is a
very serious health hazard, and there is also
terrible overcrowding elsewhere too, but this
is being dealt with, of necessity, slowly., he-
cause houses do not build quickly, We were
able to get a move for one family who were
sleeping 8 in a small room. father, mother
and 6 vear old in a single bed and five others
in bunks. teen-age boys and girls having to
share bunks. But this was only becaunse one
family resettled itself elsewhere, and the
father applied, through the Adviee Office, to
he allowed to move into this vacant house
in Simon’s Town. There are even worse con-
ditions than these in some households and
one woman has been housed in the ironing
room of the flats because there was literally
nowhere else for her to go when a European
bought the plot of land on which she had a
shack, and there is nothing ready to accom-
modate her yet at Slangkop. Another house
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of 4 small rooms, which includes the kitchen,
has 25 children in it, 11 sleeping in the
dining-room. Some of the families in this
liouse have just been resettled, as a result
of the Advice Office taking their case to the
Inspector. One couple and six children are
living in one room. Others are living in
dilapidated Nissen Huts, which were the
“bachelor™ quarters of Luvoloe Location. but
the iron has rusted through, the children
have constant eye infection from dirt and rust
falling into their eyes and when it rains hard
a river runs through the Huts. There are
many more sad stories, particularly tragic be-
cause in 1959 there were no such overcrowd-
ings; it has all occurred as a result of the
Group Areas Act because the Municipality
were unable to build for the growing popula-
tion. and children have married and borne
children, and parents have borne more chil-
dren, until the accommodation is unbearable,

No applications for anyone living at pre-
sent outside Simon’s Town can be considered
for Slangkop, not even from the very old
families who bhave heen forced out for lack
of space, but many Naval personnel living in
nther areas will be housed at Slangkop, the
Inspector tells us, to save the Navy trans.
porting them. It seems that Slangkop will
hecome a sort of dormitory suburh for dock.
vard workers.

All must sell on a buyer's market with the
Government having a pre-emptive right to
huy every single property if it so wishes. What
the people find hardest to bear in a world
of hardship and uncertainty is their lack of
choice of housing. Whatever size home they
have heen used to, whether it was a large
house with large rooms. or a sardined shar-
ing, unless they build they cannot decide on
the number of rooms they will live in. nor
whether they will live in a heouse or flat.
They must either take what is offered as laid
down in the Housing Code, which takes no
account of human heings or their stratum of

living, or he homeless.

Lvery single one of the disqualified families
hecame, on the Ist September, 1967. a Refer-
ence No. on a card Index, to be moved at the
stroke of a pen, nobody knows when or to
what size and type of letting, nor do they
know who their next door neighbour will be.
They are just family units to be housed ac-
cording to a Housing Code, and they cease to
be individual human beings at all.
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Pedication...

N pride and humbleness we declare our

devotion 1o the land of South Afriea,
we dedicate ourselves to the service of our
country. We pledge ourselves to uphold the
ideals of mutual trust and forbearance,
of sanctity of word, of courage for the future,
and of peace and justice for all persons and
peoples. We pledge ourselves to resist any
diminishment of these, confident that this
duty is required of us, and that history and
our children will defend us.

So help us God, in Whose strength we
trust.

Toewydingsrede. ..

MET trots en nederigheid verklaar ons

ons geregtigheid aan die land van Suid-
Afrika, ons wy ons aan die dienas van ons
land. Ons belowe plegtig die ideale te
handhaaf van onderlinge vertroue en ver-
draagsaamheid, van die onskendbaarheid
van beloftes, van moed vir die toekoms,
van vrede en regverdigheid teemoor alle
persone en rasse. Ons beloof plegtiz om
ons te verset teen enige vermindering hicr-
van, oortuig dat hierdie plig ons opgelé is
en dat die geskiedenis en ons kinders ons

sal regverdig.

Mag God ons help, op Wie se krag ons
ons Tﬂr]'.ﬂ&t-
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