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editorial
When Lno" clfTOlr. R~bbollooltd:ol hI> "'"2ICh:and ...od. 'Oh de ' I >lW1

be 100 lalC', hl~ reason~ for M" .. :and hi, 001'"''''00 "ercc "",Ice Dill

Aloe,,.. cun""il)" "'a, .roused by his air of 1"'''''''' so >!le: follo"cd "hell' he IW.
and comimocd to .. ,plure after the Rabbit d;'.aweared,

With thi, ,'Sue: of SASH the editorial (oll1min"" intendS lhat an imJ"'"II1l'
..,plrntioo ",.ill be "Cl in lJ'lIin. Ecnnomk Mue:S :ond 0pI00n., mlIl' .<;ttm

lab)nnlll''''' and. 10 nIlIOly. arunt but Ibr urgtn<')' of ~"nll""'m<cartt11
need- 10 be uplaultd. W"",,," onr is _ rooICUhallO <..K:tpllAltsoe lhe

~ of ,,,,,,,,u_ 10 it r",,,,,, South Afna.. or 10~ 'M linhto
be,,,-,,,",, C<'''''Uht ~"I't$and pol,tic:lll ctI:Inlt_ or 10 ropr -on lhe I ........ · "uh
problc'ffh of jobk,,'tle;SS and po.'cny (Ihe It.... milk..), the que,toon m:ju;ocs a
gra.,p of e<:onomiCl. Wc at( gr~lcful 10 our guitks - thr """",rou, contributor> to

thi, 'l\.~a,i"" "'ho h"c hrC" at pain, 10 p"'",m comple" i""'" i" accr>sibk
lrrm•.

1l1r r.pIoraIoon ~!-"" ....ilh • d";c",,,oon of aJtrmali.~ e<:onomic ,)'>1....,. ~

'<k>I,.w"",' L~ pm.cnMd. but tntocaJ con>wkr.iIlioM.~ outlinn! and the ·.,Id
IN' of an)' 'l>l(Q\ " w...w .... '\\r,n It nf.'· EronomosH. h'>!Oriam and
pollllnl thcon'b~. or 'Imply~ thc.. P"ll"C'Ploon, of Iong.1Ornl t~nd-.

...,ml turbulmtt and ,,-!u, ,he futu~ Iookl" 1l1r loaJ'ICl,on> qll(>l"", !U, Ihr
pole""al to divKk IIle "l"Cl S;a,h. as it h.a, done in Ihr w"",," MO:OC1y. Maty
Buno" dc-eribc. the way on which the '''"I\,,,,i''''tioo 'lri,'Cs to 'cncoo,p""
d" ""'il) '. It i, ai,,, noled tlla\ I\lX9 "ill be 11\( 200lh ann" CNlty of Ihr Fr.....h
Rr"oIut"",_ n.. corn", >ilk .... "on,laril;'" bet,,-cm , t '~'-oI"'IQI\'ry' _,nuat"'"
and our ..... n ean_ concealthc lragic ~ltoon dourno:d ~.,c....,. f..... thc
p"".

A roe"" on a ..........bJe<:l _h as (('(1000".0 caol ~ ,.. roo.t..nOl)' ,. bn.I.
n'''u!-h Ihr 'Rabbn' b<Jv,-, 0lM. the .--J 10 fun...... c,plorato<)ll " m;oried. for
U"nl,*. ~ ~ad'"l! h,t, "hlCh I'J'O'rlI 'hr "ay fOf 'ndcp"nlIrrn 'luc."I'.



'the best of all possible worlds'
debating alternative economic

systems in south africa

sean archer

PunK/inS: 'ris demonsrmlt'd ... /hm Ihi"JlS ('u""OI fw orhtnnY:
for S;flCt' ('I"f),thinR js matl, for tin t'mJ.
("I'('')',1I;lIg is nI'C,ssarily!of lit, ht-st end.'

COlldide: 'ff Ihi.~ ;S Ihe IHst of(Ill possible ",orlds.
I'..hal are lite mlU'rs?' (\ ol/u;re)

Most of us have livcd all our lives in onc tind of ~ocio·ccorlomic
system. Unless wc arc unusually reflective and critical. we arc likely

to assume it is Ihe only workable system. From lhere lhe step tn the belief
that it has evolved 'l1alur~lIy' over a long lime. and is tllcrcfore tile bc,l, is
short. The discovery Iha! many prople do nol sha~ this view, indeed reject it
on perf~lly resj)Cl;:lable intellectual grounds. can come as revelation or
slM:lck. The following discussiooo may assist in understanding ... hy fundamen­
tal changes in our ~xisting system a~ bdng (kbalcd.

I

!



6 ..... [ffl-_llI.lII

T~ rolt of
t~ stUlt in
tht classic
capitalist
mood has
bun /ittlltd
10 Ihot of0
1I(~hl

wOlchnuln.

~ ,..., l'il ..) ••OtlOlftOC ~)..m...'htlhn­
apllllliu. .....-.ali... or h)'1rid lik< th< ..,.If..,
......,. ' 1..... !he follo....III,:

p"" y d,muwi"",
dfoc",...y of funet"",mc:
t:ro"'th in ~""'" nI'oonal proo:,koct:
ad<tju;ol< COtl,umplion Ic~"~ of the popula·
,""':
"luny in lhe diWlbu'ionof i...ome:
~,ilicllC'. adapt:lbitily and autonomy in lh<
face of ad.ersc: change.

This li,' i' noI • I'3l1ling and neilher is il e~·

hau"i~ •. bUl'hese objoc,i~,,", are "'i,hnu, doubt
.moo~SI the moSt iml'O"anl. Some im.r·
~I"'ionship. ,hould be noIcd. ind«d. a hili.
~flc:c,ion .. in show 'ha' alllhe li~lc:d .oaJs a~
~Ialc:d in onc: way or anoI.hc:r. For in~WICc:. per
capita consumplion in South Africa. "'hen
~ie....ed as a Simple a'·.rage. is ... rN!oOtIlIbIc:

Ie.,.l by in1c:malJonal mndanh yel, bre...lo<'

<qUi,y in the di!W'ibu'ion of lneomc: ("'hic:h
c",'em. consumplKlnI IS W low. poverty
~malllS • major problem.

"""""'" illltSlnlioa .. fwnl>hc:d by the Iar&<
J10IlP of Third W<rid .........IIICS ihal ~ly

Ilca~ily "" a sm.1e or small rant:< of corn·
modi!)" <Apoos for i1O""'th and IllIC'maI>OI\al
udoange: COA""" m ZambuI, ",I In 1liiJcna.
SUp' III Cuba .., cason III JIOOnI. Under

fa.·OIlnIbIc demand oondllOOM In the "'<rid
ecoolOl"y _ of lhelf goah earl be met and the
poI<nIJaI nnltd for de,·.Iopmc:nl. Y<t me.r
.-.uon i. w, 0( the "",,,'ftbW wl of the doB.
CJl~ly voIalllc and clc:pellden•. W theIr
ecOO.... "1I/$ an- Woon on res;l"",," and auwnorny
,n tht fau of ad'·en.lI)'.

llIesr goals may al'" ,,",'ually ronnic,
nn""r thaIl roonplcmc:m nch OIlier. Equi.y. for
uample. ''''''il. dtti"on-lal;lllg 1/\;0, i.
lkmocra,lC .nd ,1Ie~fore .Iow: roI1l""i~.

~spo",ibilily ..hich carri., tile dang.r of buc~·
pal,in!l: solidarily and economic security 'ha'
!l.,..er." complacency and a .....k con,,,,iln,,,n,
'0 ..wk. Tlm' a ,ingl.-minded PU~Uil of ""lUily
Can jeopardise th. Olh<r !lools. In 1'"":1,,,,,.
compromise, - "radoe-<:>ff,' - charK""'" the
functioning 01" any c:conomk lOylOl.on.

h <lenoIr5 a .yunn C'hanncn>ed by pm.-..
property m the rnoun:eli (_uraJ and man­
rnacIc:) used ,n produc."", and nctlan.ge. n...
... lhe ·1llSUUmtfI..' or ........ of pro<Nc1ion..,
bekl by ;ndi~iOOaJ 0"',,",. ~in.ly or rorpor;u.­
Iy. for prol'il. NOIC "'.. pnlflCrIy i. nOl a ,hi",; il
i> a riJhllo a re,'.n"" or income.

Wag. labour i. the Iol'CtlI>d lkfi~,ng f.alure.
TlIa' is. tile ,,·<rl..r is .mploy.d by • boss or
romlX'ny wOO o..'ns ,lie land. buildin!ls.
machine< and 'onl. and pays for labour se.....iccs
a, regular ime...... I' on. lim. or piece·ral< ba,is.
OIlier charac'eri"i" a~ mone,ary .~ch""ge

through ,lie mafter . of .....an. of prodllC1ion
and mean, of ron,umprion ·.00 fn:c .m.rprise
in "'" sense of u~f.u.red Kope. or legiumacy
in law. 10 JIU""" profil.a ,he ","-"mum surplus
",".r prodllC1ion <OS,•.

The: "* of 1ho: mlc In ,lie cla...ic: eapi ...liSl
modd ..... bc:e1> likentd 10 'hlIt of a rugh'
....ldnnan. h. functl(lftS _ 10 .uard pnlflCrIy
"ghl'- to ma'lll.1ln ."" IIw 01 C'OnUXI.. and to
hold 1ho: are... for eapilIl and labour. as f=
and <qIl&I parI~ 10 ....... 11110 mu....lly benefi­
cial .1C'hangc.

.....'ha is the mem of thIS .ywm? ttiuorical­
ty spcUUlI 1\ has em<raICd IuJh ,... of
acnmulabon·. .. ..,...., counmes ;Ill mum
Iimc:s. By 1ho: mad-n'nc:1CftIIb cen'ury. t'oII<)

poIital ......101''' .... de.nnc:d 10 be capiwi.n"
.....en"SI cn'ics OOIIk1"",e:
~ 1nn'Jeoi.... dun", ".1\Ik ofse....
..... hundRd )"un. has .~.ltd more mas-.
SI'" and more roIcN.sII prodlll:l"" fon:n
thaIl/\;o...., all ~'n. Jal<ralions "'I!"I"'"
... [thal cia..J by 1ho: 1l1lp;d unprO>'cmml of
all in"rum<nll ofpmduclK1n. by lhe im_
men",ly facili13ltd means ofcommunica­
'ion, draw. all. ...'.n ,h< rl1O!>l barb<1ri<;
na'ions. illlo d~ili",'ion.

(Mur.,· un<! £nK~IJ!

••Acc"""'I.....• ..._ lh<~ In ~hO"•.~ • li,...

,,""'... of o~·nt""ip of .."""""•. ,I>< "''I''' of ""''''"
I>"a" ,10< ""''''''l'J'''''' nte<h of ,""'" ~.."..;n, i, ......,IOd.
moIIiliood tllroulh ( ......."', _I~ fIft;j~ for "'­
"""....... -.I ... ~. ~,..... ,,_~~. hI, 1....... fa<·
IOrie> fIft;j ..rn.~""""" . _. p""«1 ..." • ""'luotinl

_~-""I,""



lVi/hin
mp;/(llis/
soc;nies ­
marktdly so
;" /ht (lilt K't

(11/ knoll' hts/
- gro$.f
intqu;rits
abound.

Capil.llism ~ libr,..<:d the creative pI.ll.nual
of humanity on I I"'l!. ",ale. Our globe hiS
b«n lran,formed by indu,trialisalion. urbanh.·
tion. and ~vane.. in applied ",i.ne•. The
resullant materill pnlSrc";ty of ,omr of ilS ;n·
habillJll' i. wilhool hiSloricl1 precedem.

Problem, with capitalism

lbc onVIlal and Slill~ng cn1losm 0(
capiwiJm poinrs 10 the~ • an .....
canpMibi!lly,~ .,.-er III'I'OC' • bn"'fm
thc pri>VJJt .,..lIerS!I,p 0( ~ by
apillli.u. for lIoc *"'..1....' 01' prOOl IhIl os in·
divodl.tally~ and dw: M>NaJ -...re 0(

prodlx'tIcln. COl....llIaboa of .......,... I'O"'Cf
ronOons ",Ih POW'", i,..><lcpcnd.,..) in ilw:
divisaon of labour. It is held lhal the~
fr..-n indivIdual apillli" ,""...rpn~. 10 «If.

p:Jt:Il... fanns of ~''''lfl:al<1'complc:uly. 10 lhe
risilll cconomi<: role oflhe SIll•• is. law. a his­
,orital regullti,y. 001 simply I trend amongSl1
set of JIO'libill1ic. """n to cll'illllism. This
rncwmorp/losis willl.ad 10 a sy".m oom< call
sociali,m. So runs the prediction.

Secondly. """'"' critics contend 'hat
ca.pitlli,m il inherently incapable of 'Iabilily.
DcvelopmcO\l of the fon;es of production In the
form of mod<m lCChnoIogy has loO alleml
economic: choooc:et lhatlhc mad.. CannOl llandk
them. Co-otd,na\C'd .ctJon bl-yo<td .... martC1
mechanl.... is c:HmIOIII 10 deal effecti.,.ly ....Ih
problem' powd by.
• I<nI1lt of1Ime ",,">em:

1ak0ln;U:
CO§< ofinfomwlOll~;
inc1nslnl 'mpEI of e~l<fRali"" (cff_
OIItS.oc pnv... ....,.,...ibility and ilw:
markCl) li~. polhnlOll. and the d<pIcllOll of
common """","y 1't$OU~ in 1hc oc.ans
and al"'O'phcr<;
dclradalion of the ..'O!i: ,""vironmenr;
soclal ..,poositHhly for "".Ifare;

• cqualilyofopponunily.
Al be.. the mart.:e" n""",SM)' to halldlc the!ol:
plI<nomcnl funetioo irnpcrfeclly; at WOl'lot they
do 1'I(lI. some say. CI/ln(ll· exi,t.

Cu...nl ....m• ..... ind uS that the 'primary
illSUlbllil{ in ,he sy>t<:m. its propensity 10 boom

and .Iump. ..mains pervasi~e in rnoda"II
cap;'alism, Once upoo I li"", il ....mod lhallhe
slat. could 'fine tune' the economy by judicious
monetary and f,scll ""lid.. (taxalion and
public exrcllditure). Thi mS much less
evident lodlIy, In pcriphc l <eonomi<. like
Soulh Africa ....1OI: flllC1W1tion, .. acc<nIWllCd;
'•.-hen the de"eloped com"'" cl the worid
«,....."y ......;rq. ,",'e hav•• "';zure.

Thirdly. 'I is 1lOI 0l1d s;yst<rn. CapiWISnl
ui," fully Ilcdc<d only • ....all mtn<lrily 01
IlIlion "'""""- Son>< 0( me... .. f'O"-m,. _
are SU£1'IlUII-- 8f1tll and the .....u 'trllflCl<

<'COlon..,' of Soulb-Emi Asia - Konc K.....
Sinpporc. T.......... Sou<h K........ arec~
0( the fonncr. 8nwn and. -ruably. cnWn
Olher We!>! Europfan countn<S are~ of
the Iancr.

Th<tt is I joke on .. hlCh R.apn. <In b«om.
in~ lR'idcnl and """,ey,n. the world. tikJ his
ifOdo,'is<n I/l~iously: 'Can w. have capitali.... in
only onc cOIInlry?' So. the rek:vanl q""Slion is
001 'Will clpilJll,m bcc<lmc a world .yslem1·
but falhe, 'Could il do so?' There is an "nSWe'
of wide cUlTCney in the Third World. lI01lbly in
Latin America. which is emphat;cally neglliv•.
To lhink ",he",'i... is to miscon<:<i.'. the hiliOf}'
and nomre of capiwi,m, ...........ions ....
,",ulthyand pow.rful b«o..u01hers arc poor.

ThLII. 10 pos!ulaIC .1obaI capi""i.... is 10
JIO"fUIaI•• conII'lldtCI.lOIl. ELploowion ~ "'" •
r<cipnx:ll rcbtlOlllJl.p; I cannOl: ••plail Y""'.
Md Y"'" me. aft(! '"'l' bOIh CC' ....... on the~.
In "'is riew Ihc mIICnlII 5landanh adI....'a! in
....-dopcd """,WIll COWllrics do "'" ronsuunc
• mirror 01 ilw: tUI.... (", die vaI.l populalion 01
.... earth~ <hey .. impoJ:sibl< \10 ......­....

Finally. capll.lhsm .. an ....ju....ysu-m.
Wilhin capitali« IOCICIICS . marb:1:Ily 00 in the
onc 11~ bcJ.l • IfOM incquitic-s abound.
111< nelalt common OOIions of di"ribuli~.

justice. 111< pcninenl i",...,. howev<r. i...'helllC,
they can he ovcreomc "'ilhi~ the sy".m. This is
to he doublrd. some ,,>sen. in thal the ultimale
causes are syl,emk. built in. rather than coolln·
g.m. Economic agents enle, lhe mm.1 p1ac.
001 OIl. ba.;s of <qWllily bul will> diffen:nccs in
JIO'VC'. At rool I-UCh diff=rocn II<m from



Th,
pmpotltnt of
J(Kjalism

should IN
fNruil"rd
nt'illlt'r UJ U

boKqmun
(or ...·(mum)

nor usa
plIrl't')'or of
imli.ipllwhll'
propmilirms

l'fUIX"y ,.,~...... ... lht ~ thal ,n
product.... bbour .. wuctw:llly ...tIontI1We 10
aptal. Profit ;" mu,; lIIIr~ I~ ......".

rn,.., from r<:>OUrtt _ ...ntu". Such Ill'

<'q....t,,"" In d«p(locd b)' ,he lK'C\IIlI<I~"on

pru<'nS .. hodl ronttllU:lln ,",ubh :and po.o"C'

,n f",u Iwlds. Why? n.. ""on ...s...". " 'h'll

the ""......1 cnd of romp.tllIon " """...IOIy. In
Ono,W. pnhy ph~. "The ,rouble ,,'nll corn­
I'ClIUOJlS ,S that somebody ",n~ ,hem.'

In 11.. richest rountril:' the fin .,ullply of
cd"""""", at!>:;, ITI<'rIlocr.lllcally ,n the upper
,.".che•. It>< ""qui'It;"" of 'kills, the spread of
health care and social security. 1he growth of
,r;Wc union,. in ,hon: 1h1: parapl>cmatia of la'e
capitall,m that ",. "'se.::,at. witn Key"",i""
Ih;n~in8 and lhe Scandinavian model of the
,"'cif... Mate. have her .. highly ,«CC1;'. in

"""n8 Jewl' or hinll fnr ,he bul~ of me"
IJOIlUlalOoos. No """"'" ",,,i<aptlaliSl cnl;.e, will
deny,h,,,-

But tht c,n-urmtane'e of,cn O\~cd by
ad>'on~of "'" ....,If.... Sllle for llIher 1iOCIC'IC'>

i. ,Iw prior xcumulal_ on a VlOSl Kale
appeaJi 10 be an absol_ pIU'OIld,lion. VOOI

eannol PO) a "'oder more ",mpIy bcnusc he I~

poor: ht mliS! be morc pmdun"'c. The IoIIC 0(
W made! and Iht law 0( .~hoc ~u,n: elmer

IhaI ht be morc >1,lIed. or M"C a.... lablc more
<"3J"W cqIl'pmcnl. or ..orl. 1Iatdcr, or all 0(
1hl:5c In~ £.>.Ic.....'c~.., Ihr
In.~rer mcdwu.... '" IIllt po»iblc ....bo
lhtn: i. ra in W 'r-. To be C'JahWtan
under <"3J"lali...... )"OU m.... be ncll fiN.

A 1aS! lhouglll ,n ill,. coo.oo:cl_ ronttl1\$

'ht IOIc of~IC gro.. ,Il. ~b.nlCnantt of
Iht capollllist t'COOOmr "'"" '-" liLencd 10
boc)'cle rid,"g: stabilily ""lu,,,,,, r.,...·anl ....,..

1_. Eop:msion of Iht 'y"lem htlps 10 def....,
>oo:ial COIlnie, ""h'", Low '1'O""lh f;lICS under­
mino: ,I\( abolily of 11\( capllal", .,al( 10
n:d",riool( income ju,t "'1\(1I11Ie~ to do so
~omc, gn:aler. a di"'ml11' "hieh Soulh
Africa', rut.", ar. having to con,.mplale.

What about socialism?

To mtrod"". 11\( sociali>! ,hemal"'e adoqual(ly
"'OIlklla~e anolller paper. W. mu,' be COmem

i_.... "'iill • U.. ob'lcrva calh", ...
question lhooc ..«ooiCe..1OM. lIy ""p'

u.... and nWcooiCe..1CImo. Ily poloIl' ....
..lIicll abooww;I,n SoudI AfrJCll 011 bolh ,idn 0(

lht poIilical and """"I d,vlde. Nof only doM
prejudice ha..., 10 be rombMed. buI blind .....

"ocxy has also 10 be Pllf!Cd of illu,""" and
.. istlful "'i"",n,. The ..opoolClll of MiC..hwn
shooIld be PC~C1VW .....her il-' a ~)'man (or
...oman) nor ... 1lI""eyor of indi.putable
l'fOIlO'ilion,: bolh ,l(n:OIypc. do progn:Mive

idea' a di'J<'rvicc.
For ,he !o3kc of discussioo. a ,,""'ing di,­

tinction ber...een fOCi~lisr lhoughl ([he prin_
dples of sociali'm) aM ""cialist procticr
("realised' or 'aclually ..isrin,· sociali.m) is
useful. Unlikc lhe: Ic,itim"in, phi)"""",y of
capi,alism. sociabSl Ihc<Joy is a len unified
body of lhooghl, There an: many "rand,. soono
rival. sorroc complnncnlllry. Anan:l!ism (or
allareln-fOCiali ....). for in>tallC'C, i. hostile both
to JJrivate prop:ny and cemf;lh.cd l'O""er. AM
!low do ,,'c ~ilU3le Eunxommunism ..-ilh;1I W
many "arianrs 0( JOOCiaJ de1nocnq?

Socialist theory

T" distil a elA'.'o, .ocI 0( fl"I'ClPIci- or 'yslCm

nib. for SOClal..... " 110 easy tasl. DUI "'e
tq'lI by .........: ,,'hat is prcdocted 10 happen
....... _."..,;Iup of producQ~ l'nOIIf1ICS pauc:s
from a .." .... 10 a """",I bbl.? T....e IlOIC IhaI
.......w. does IIOl mean 'pubIIC'. "The German

lcrmS '~ullX"""ftII<"'" (bclorlp>, 10 -'OC1CIy)
and 'fJ/ftwtlirlt' (beloolg'ftllO" open or publIC
'1lSlilulion) bnnl 0011 Ihr d,S!,lOCl_ beller. In
South Africa. ISCOR, S....SOL Iht InduslriaJ
Dc.~1opmc1ll and ....rmamcn.. Corporal;"" and
,he" llIher coulllCrpans In: publIC. IIOl MiCial
00dits. A. alcnein of die ellpllahSl .tal( ,hey
represenl IICClional in'en:.... and m ....y ill_
habitam, "'ould sce Ihtir "",'i,·,tio, ... 10.. than

benign.
What are ,he an,icipa'ed elJllSC<.!ucnce, of ,he

tran.flll1rulti"" from privalt 10 social o ...ner­
ship?

T .... human r""tor, L:ibour <han,.", from
hiTCd labour, ..'ondnS for.orncooc: clse. imo
associ.aIW iabour ..,oninS COIlsciou,ly for
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' .. cupitalism
miNht~ c,'en
...·orse than it
is ifthere
...'ere na
soc;a/islS ...-ha
thought rhot
Ihi' ...·orld
(,Qllld be mude
be"er,

orKSelf. Mcn alld ....omen b«orne sc:lf·
managing. no longer uplollcd 0<1 alicnlMro,

• (;tI-Opffllli\"c parlkipallun. Relctit'll frum
IWbonJinallon. i.c. (rom llot compul<tOR 10
",-on. for ","'lien of ltw- mcam 0{ productoon.
iIliSOCia>on bct",·ttII~ bcC..hO fmo.
Iy l."tImm Md ro.opcnu ..c. T...hmcaI
pnlIfnS. ~.. ,n ltw- 50CiaI 1RICrbI•

.. fOlllClN. Md ·bcs/·praaocc· mcdlods of
produrnon arc IdopKd bc<:_ !hen: 'S no
valet! roroccrn fOl" the lI"ICnUon of
lno",lcdgc in pn\'alC 1Iand>.
SoclalliCa" ralionalil,.. Whal appear ID be
·CAI.mar effecl' and ml.",,", from ,he
'amag. poim of a ,api'ali'l w,,,,W fall
away, In produclion and .Achang. ,he
sllmulus rot mlCro-le,·.1 acl,on by in·
divid...,. along ""IIh lhei' ro.Orthnallon
lhrou&h macm-.....I plann,ng ",.....Id be un·
do-nalmon alOCl3lI nQl a pri.._ scale.
lmtribuli•• jUSlift. A rn<n jll'll ')_
.,11 romc abouI 'Ia llmc by~ ltw­
aboI,ulln of .lIlC bb.:Jur. ltw- di>appc<ltallCC
of~ II'IOOfIlf ..anm,,,&: from ~
priVate .........vup of nalun! as5<'lS. C3p1u,1
alld inlOllonuaI propcny; and lhe communuy
,.-ill ("",Iy dol.rmlne lhe pnneipb of d,,·
lribulion. This does noI .....n in,rtlt1l,a'c
C<jualily. I>lJr does il ~sumc I\Cw ,ociah~,

'nen and worn.n imbul'd with ideali'm and
aj'ruism. "The rlfecl. 1',,11 come by change in
"""lal condi'ion•• nQl from Iho im.mal mor:al
lransfonnalion of 1IIdi,·idual...

TIll' >mac:ks of ulOpOanll.m: apnd. bu' _ In •
peJOnlIVC ~. 1bcsoe Klus ha,'. ""'"'l"d
from .. h'...-.caI lIld,loon thal .... an"..,ly
....,tM ~ anaI)"rical and othlall ha'<Os of a i)'••

Im'l now bIlclkd M>C'tiI1ua. bul 1ft-<bl'1II !hI'
ImlI (I ?71 by man) ,.....allOllSof ......... ·An
-..o<'iaUon in "hlCh the flft dcl'CIop,,,,. of
cach .. Iho condi11On fot !I"" rrtt "'vclopmon,
of air JmIl\in' an abslr:ot' Ideal. Vel 11.. cn·
"'.VOU" of many l.,,,,c nude il a molor fQl'
major eYcn" 'hi' cen'u,y. alld cominuc to do so
in ou' o",n lifclimes.
I~, capitalism migh, be evcn ,.·0fSC tllan

il is if lhe'" "'~'" no lOCiah." ,.·110 thoogh' ,h~1
,he ,.-<>rId could be made bencr.

Problems wIth soclali,m

Cominl to ",..li!iC1l """ialism. b>' "'hlCh "l'

I1\Cl\I\ ,he Ih'11Cftl countrits c"",,nlly follo.,ng
"""~lahSl 01". rn<n narrov.ly. Man.lan
prcc-q!IIs- ,,-ha arc lhe d1Sli~u,"''''I fClllum or
lho$c sr-" In conl:>InallOn am .~."",

prnpon..... Ihoy an: c~med 10 Ni'IpDe:

........" .. pbnmllJ am ",.IIra! co-onIinaoIoon:
>1110 01" publIC O Ol('Ohlp: COMOOU$ "01';"1 for
oquali'y: and "' pan..ipallOl\ ;n dttision·
ma~ing. The defICiencies of ,~ Splcms at

the potltical and bureaucralic "vtb • "'I""s­
.ion. cullul"'al stagnalion. repud,alion of in·
di"idual ,ighlS and ci ..i1 libcr"ts • arc "'cll
kllO"'n, S() d'''uSlion litre "'ill conccnlra'c
al"'" the economIC sp/'otrc: although. as ""C

shall sce. the I"" dirntl\'lOn' arc In"malely
llnl;cd.

CCOITII pbn",,,&: coupkd ID !he OIher ,......,!U­

bonal fCalurtS .... bcm lu&hl)' SU<a:iiful
"io-'&'I:d IJI a Iont·"""" perspCC"~t. CUIIJIlnC>
........'1OCIl1y and lOCially amonpl lhe most
t.:k",-wd l\a.,c bcm indusmal~ f2Pdly:
tdueallOn. bcalll\.. scorncc and """',n MU r.ib!iC1l
tu "vds rortlJIUablc wilh .....cloped capilalisl
counlries; and ruu cmploj"mcnl of Iallour main­
uinod "'"h the I'ri<'c It,·d lItld con.Un!. The
li" of achi...cmc"" i' long. In ,...peed _30 10
60 ycars. laking China and ,he USSR as
cAamplcs - il is unique.

Two conclusions can be dra""n. 1'1 .... ""here
lhe sc:l of 00111"" larJICl$ aft fc,. ,n number. an::
homogcnmus (hm"td '" ,'antly). and rcqui~ a
relali"cl) UJlJfOfl\l ....hnology "'"h « ....."ics
of IIrJC·scaIo output. an irnporqnI h,....-...cal
Itsson ,s dla D01IU1lI planning can be h,cNy
prodUC1Wt. Eump60s or sudI outPUI$ ~~
lhrough fllfl and JIO"'-e1'. housolll. medocal care.
lr2nSpOr1;tl>On. ldlooIin! Md Nsoc 00RiUI1ICT

,....to; lilc " ..h,n!. S«ondly. "'hen _nrlCeS
from 1ht populllllOn an:: needed. a planned
"'0lIOI1I)' can Impose delll3lld. and "'Ii~c'

","'an), on a "'alc itlCOlTlp3"blc ""th ,he
m.r\cl "'''hani''n,

Why are ,he.., ')'MC"" today ralhe, Ic..
allr:otlh'c '0 poor coun,ries tllan ,hey""'"
I""cnly )'cars a,o'!
• On a Iccmocal Ie'cl lhei' vaunlCd V",,'!h



Tht Itl·tl of
poIiridsotfOll
oftht
populotfOll In

o plol/lltd
tCOIlomy ...
mUJl1H'

higher than
Ilrar ofmher
eCOIlOIIII/'S ..•

pt'ff~. "hik still posilivc. is'....ud­
Iy 10-.0..". sintt !he early "l'velltia:

\hey 1'10'" appe:or ll"O':n ~ kss '''"~''.'''''n1
upon C1IpOr.ah§m for ItthnoloaY and food "n_
pons. and as 0UI1eu for uporu.:
consumpcion. bolh of JOOds and snvjc~

purch<lSCd pri\'lllely and of edtlCallOll. heallll
c'"'" and other ilems supplied coIlecli,ely.
IIas k,cllNoff;
agncullun: suppons a m.cable fracTion of lilt:
populaTion aJld yet remains the Cindcrell.
oeclor "',pite tile diversion of lIuge in'eM'
ment, ID il.

In sum. Tile picture is of dcteril,ll'llling ero<><>mic
prrformlUlCe. despite tile high rates of !>aving
l>uil1 into tile sy""m: a quaner ID a third of Tile
'rw;ornc flow is rein>'e>led annually To boosl
prod"",lion capacity. "The economic model of
·«nr.nJi<;e<! sociali§m' ILas bttn likened ID • " ...

locked into low gnr: large quanlilic$ of fuel
(ll'Xumulation) pass throusJl but only low
lop«ds can be anained.

It ,s ,mporunt 10 ",ali.., t....t many tDined
and "fled minds - ad\·iom.. intellectuab. lech·
t'lOCralS. Inders aI many k>~ls • ,.,.., aculely
a"~ of\he". S)"$ImI'S inadnj....-.es. W}l)' theft
.. IheK no "'form and "hy do~ in !.he
pw appear §O h.tlf-he..ro and l.IlI:ff«tu.tl~

One lOIlS"er- IS tNt ICdInnl probkms of
co-ordlnallOll ""'" now much II'I(ft fonnidabk.
"The p""'1"I and utU\'ooobbIe COtr"MUtly in
pRductll.lllltlw IS. ,n ,-ano:ty. t«llIlICal ehooca.
"'tnmediate lmkares. scale of operallon)
F'"""tes a demand for tnfannallon on
................ 13110. "The aislI... apparatUS of plan·
nong ......IlOl meet this dem:uKl. Nor IS tI solY·
able b)' addillJ.l. mon: and ""'"' hanI,,-~ liLe
eompul<1':S. WlLat tS needed is de«ntrah'lallOl'l
of authority. devolution of decision·makinl. use
of incenti"n and space for enttrpnsinl ""Ih'ity.
and recourse to indirect n"'tl!oo.b of reconciling
compeTing claims through Ir.: market
mechanism. This i' obviously contlO\'~n;al.

Il~~ wc """ that t~ major obstacle I,. in
fal.·t. political. ConTraIL"ti"" or pllwcr is a
fundamenTal 1""""'" in the in'O'P"'tation of
weiali'm that is onhodox in these lyMcms. IT i.
upon this roel: that allcmplcd reronns Iuo.,o
come to grief. and conun"" to do SQ. In tbe

JIOSI-Sulin en r.hU eonccntnIICd po••.-",. is kss
maIevoIenl Than ambi........y bmevolcnl iD iu
offects. CJ.«pl f.. dissidelllJ. Tb.. dimension of
the .lIft·s role in the Soviet U.......... the
'pmpIe'$ ...n..... '''''iQ· ;1 cumpliroed in the
jole from Hunpry "'hich has a boy KOUt
corni", home and sayin,. ·Plw:w. what. job I
had dol", my Jood d«d todayr His IIlI)Iber

asks. ·W....t was ilT '1 helped. blind man
across the R»d.' 'But why ""as tllat IQ dif·
ficuh?' 'BccauiiC he did~ want to go.'

"The level of politicisaliOOl of the population
in a planoed economy. ;t is argUl:d. must be
higher than tllat of OI~r economies. because
economically relevant infonnaliOOl is highly
dispersed and ill free flow is absolutely essen·
tial for economic calculaTion by the cenual
plannefS. For thi. flow w OCCur democl1ll.isa·
tion and paniciplltKln of a lIi&h order ~
requin:d §O r.IIat people leli~~ly identify ...·ith
the goals of lbe syown: in addition. there has 10

be 5«;.,1IlOl eHI"'1 contrOl over- lOCCUmulation
and gr0v01h. There i. historical irony in the faa
thaI as Ion& .. thiS' does _ ILIppm. i.e.. !ha
p;l""Cl" iJ; IlOl dBpcned 10 a-eac • fer:d-bad
mechani§m. then by 6efault I;SIJlitalism dra....
st=Igth md adhertnts from !he nepivc CJ..

ample of thnc $OCi.tl1Sl dieulonltips.

Some mixed ecoilOinlc formalion. S<lmC amaJ·
~ and compoomisoe bet"-cen !.he mechanisms
of plan and nw1cet seems 10 be inacapable f..
a ...-odabIe embodiment of the """iaIiSl: idea.
Dim:!..,.oduttn· whetber on the fac10ry floJ.
.. "ortr.illJ the land. or providinl! services ­
know besT ,,'lIat illpllll·output combination max­
imises surplus or minimis« rost. Consumen
again can more effccti"~lysipal their p"'f~ren­

ces - ""Ilether. what and when to buy • by
",,'~ahng them in buyin, beha"iour rather than
by confronting a shoppinl! lill which the plan­
ners ha~~ ba~ on hypocheses about demand.
'Menu' construction· deciding what wHl be
produced - ""Iuires a two-way information flow
in which consumers (including ;ntOrnw:Oiale
produc:<:n) play an lelivc noc "'aeti~~ role. This
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presuJ"lllO"e' markt1 inlU\Jmcms and 5C0fIC ror
lwJainina on the shop and r."OI)' floors.

SimilaJ"ly. a .....p' «OlI(lltUC ~ for tJw:
_ ~ 10 be an _IIWII ..addition fC/lt

·caplUlli......ith a human fa,,". Thi. ellltoced
dwul& llle)(l years after 1945 III ..1lich tJw: laM:
capilalist ('OUnlries upe,l(llted llle ..-l npd
bun.! '" ccmonic VO"th in llleir hisIDfy. The
yisible two:I of dlt loWe (10 in~ Adam
Smith·. mmphor for tilt nwl.l) manif"'ltd
ilKlf in me"''''''' of pIanne..I <V-OfIlination and
Sleenn•. price and woae interventions. and
income m1imi!>ution. NOfwith.tanding tilt
rc.urgellC<: of /0;$$1': j"irt rhe10ric thi. pas,
~lOde. the", is little "ilk""'e of ",g",••ioo to
,he 19'th cemul)' nlOdt'l of compe,i,iye
capiUlIi.....

A second atea of COIolpioollise and m:oo.
dlialion mUSl he thal. of inttnl;'n. What
" ..i.a. in addition 10 ....f...'·......n....I. can
realil.iially be upeaed 10 spur aeuon .. lhe
«0I0lOOC sphe1eo~ And lonCkr ..ha! condiDons
ate prinu and JOCw IllIC'fn1> petrdyn! by
indiyiduah la compete ...·,th .. _11 .. oomple.
meN e.,h Ofller'! Wishful rhinkinl abooIl
allnli.... and tJw: «mmOOlly-i(\entif"lC2lion of
ordinary people ean he po,nful and di.illusion·
in. to ,hose "'M suhicribe to _ialist ,0111,.
Tanzania since the late si~tie. and Hungary
under the New Economic M«hani.m. to ci~

intcn,ionally di.panlle uample•. arc nationlol
uperiences !ha, ha," demonstn\led !he coon·
ple~i.y of devising incenlo~. SII'\IC1UI'CS ..'hich
It''I:IWlCole tJw: ..... "'~,..,e'"ciency "'i!h
thaI "'equity in d~b..nn. it!. huil.<.

We need 10 laIt less abouI systtmS and 10

laIt IllIIftc abouI med»n'SIIl>. YeI ...., '.an abo
10 be...~"'tIle·~fallaqr·.Sywm
C'OIISII\lt'Iion does _ n:""oubk: pushi", • 11'0I.
~ pm! tile sIYlwes 0( SySlan cornponenlS .
CCOlIOl"X: inSIrUrnenlS. policoes. value 5yo1m1S.
i.... iMions . in nrder '0 pili 'ogeIher 1h:u
com~ite hybrid "'hkh "'e ....n~ ITlOSI hiJ,hly
by l.se' of criteria like those a""ady discussed.
The acid te51 has alway~ ,0 be po:.>$Cd in the light
of empirical ~n, and current cin:um.,,,,,·
ccs: 'But will it fly?'

A SOuth African Perspective

How do ...., <lnw lO&ether mi. di'<CU»ion inlll a
form thal. "'111 ,brow lighl on lilt choKe of a
.""". ')"Wm fOl Souih Afnca~ Suppooc your­
..,If 10 be a defender 01 tile e"'''0"8 0I'der If
fibeTaliscd 011 some deg=. Y... meet a blad,
polllkal lICIo~;SI ~ or. IllIIftc likely. abroad.
You agreco tornher on llle 1OI'CUS0Iy for
ccmonic ..,form in tile p""'~od period.
In "'spomc lO y...r oq:"rnenlS utolhn,the ,·ir·
,ues of a ma.t.:et ~ystem (allocati~e effkiency.
growth. di.persioo of «onomic power). be
says:

You "'hites haye dominated us bl.,h politj.
cally fOf three cemuries. In all th., time you
exercise<! this pov.·er '0 ......re: 1N, you "'en:
firs! aI.he SUIrIi",line. Y.., """umula~
eapilal; you ocq"in:d educalion and >lills;
you toot h.1e 10 uploiUlblt: land and nall.nl
~ you COIISIr\ICled a IepI and ad­
mini_i.~ f.....,..'OflI: r«1hne~
and the pemmenl you d«ted JUodcd llle
marteI in "11)'5 declared 10 be on dlt
·naIional·1IIIanl.

He ronIinues.
When: does Ihis pIIt us Illday~ In tilt
KOIlOmic sphere. al""ll w;th more political
democracy. you ad~ocate the fl'(:('ing up of
maItct in"itutioo. and the areatest fe..ible
scope for ind;~idua.1 ad~lII>Cement. It"""·
late mat into ,he slogan: 'EqualSlallS for
all.' Thai i•. ".., b1ads.shed ...... handicap"
and ...nyone ,s" the swti"8 line 1OtC'her.

Wluo is CO"'IIO happen~ Here )'011I

prMicUnns and mine diVUJC funclammcally.
HiSlOry will "'~e left us ..'ith an «OIon,.
orienIed 1OI01Inh saikf)'ing y....~
lion demands. ...hile !he educafional iyoiCrn
.-ill still f.~O<Ir 1Ilo:se ...'110 a1n:ady ..... e dlt
major ."-'" of sk.lls and nwe,nal goods..
Similarly .. ith the infraslnlClu",. !he &pItia!
location of product;~eac'i~ity.and the legal
and re:gulalory appa....tus: of comract. rilh,
to .trike. fllC,OI)' ""'IS. industrial heallh.t..a·
lioo and sumldies. These. alona with _ial
welf...., policies OfICIaIing O\IlIide lhe
nwlel,.. safely nelS. "'ell' i""ilulnl in
""""""" 10 tile need. of ponw", alOUps
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Whal ..·t nud
is dir«,il·t
inltn·tntion
in Iht
«onomy b)' a
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I>OW forming p.1I1 of tbe dill'.
You ...y: lI~aI a111hesol: fUlUIU inhtrilftl

from 0lIf~ic~ all by',oneo. as
gi'"m. and Iet.he fM man:tl ....n. Thi......y
you ...·ill grncmc p""iti~ int'cNive.. high
me. of ""'111. euntpotncllrial X\J'ily. in·
......1Ii<ln and ~1ll. bcnuloC .he mcMoI

puImII."hCl'll ofbou&cncda and v$Cd in·
Io:fatI is chc purwil of loClf.inlCml by fltt
individuals.

I oay: chis -..ill e'oa .....'lbc nisring cm­
""...>01\ of 0:;"""'''' po'OoU. no. JfO'""th
prtICCH ...ill be nmher im"..."al nor C<lui­
1Oblt: '" IIlaI nit." it is ofch~.. value be­
caII5C it ....,11 be dilonlpled by fnI>Irmon and
\MW"'- My people can be f"'1iwm f..
seeing .his as. pkJy by lhc nplW'~"Iiw
and lhc labour .-iDxrKy f.. holding OIl 10
... hallhcy I'" lI'\n:IuV' ""......illg lhc 'ySf<:m
tbeir ....ay in !he pw.

no. pIlilo6ophy of Ioi:/.M: ItJiTc .00 1/11....1
life chanca "'ill condemn lhe bulk of Soulh
African.......... and in lhccomin"encra-
li..... ID poveny and depri,alHln a, urutttcp­
labl" kv"I•. Wllallrickk. do....n .... ill barely
.ufrlcc 10 employ lhe illC~aiC in lit<' ....ork­
inllalle popUIOlion. lelolone the vosl num·
be.. 00.... """mmenl)y ....i,lloul proper jom,
And tbc nrh .... ill gro.... ever richer.

Whol ....e need is dircclivc inle"'enlion in
lhe eronorny by a dcmocralic Il&le. A
I'eSlrucluring of pmpcr1y nghlS or endow·
mc1\lS. as you I..", lhem. il "",v;!able.
n...c ,,,,If-~lIuJalin, mo:;han.§mS of lhc
marUllba! .., compBIiblc ...-illl our
mliwibu'ive obJCC1i~ ...,11 hc rcwned.
n.... "'"C sbaIl ...., lhc price systtfII. buI as
., ill$Q\lm(Jll, _ of our pal"'ca! and
soriaI endea noli M our SOVtrri.pL

lllis 0UIemenl .. ill ....... ,m J:1UIt1 or~
aoalIuibo;:iIy 10 difft1tftllndtn. Bill i1 can "-<I.
Iy be denied lhaIlhc obsc:ent chlofll'Oll'O'bOl ,n
doe ...-ullll and inaIrnr~ of our 5OCio:Iy

F""f&Ie mudI hoWhly '"""'I" blacl< leaden.
and inlclltctum _ 10 !he ~I''''' alone buI

also 10 lhc 'y>oIem.
Thi< implies • Jobering consicItn.ion lor

~lIt<:Ii'e Sou'" Afric_. 11lc1"C is • ~'oaI
IItJll"'fll of our popuJaion fOl' ...1Iom ~
lli1hori rian _iali"" promises 10 confer WI"
and giblc bmelilS .... ilhin lheir own lifn"ncs.
To ll>em it appe.....o mean.......on,. !he same
degree of ~gimcma,ion and ;nltrfe~nct .... i'ft
personal frttdom. 1Iw ex;SI' no..... Sel "lIain,1
!hal cosl i. lhe promile of s;gnif.cam g~ios in
ma'eriol living 'laodards. lince ".ch 0 ~gimc

....""Id dire<:lly add~.s hask i1«d.: shelle,.
nuln,;on. It<'allh. cd"""liOll.

Why millJII lhcsc hc fonhroming? I:l«ause•
....halewn its full•• lhol i. I fuodamenlll objec·

rive of weh. syuem. and il ....ould 00I'I....ida1e
poIilial suppon. Why oould lhey luc:mpllO do
>s>? BeaIlSC I!lc ICl;'tIIhIlJalion process has
Jlf'J"idcd 'iuablt _am. There is • J.Je
infraslnK1un:. pbnI and buildings. • labour
fon:e ...;!h iodllSlrial "",Ils aod ..-od:. ditciplinc.
sophisticacd edIIcationaI sysletn. admioislra­
rive frarrlc:-..ult and SO OIl.

One has 10 lI'Cad hen: .. i'h pal an. B.. iI
will surd)' be COll(e<lcd Iba! lhc nepci~

~ of • syloICm of «ntralised po-..u
"'idI soe>alisl ..-. .....oaIly will be mnoIe fOl'
many ill !he p"p'....- I, lhert anodIet- .....y of
..mfyitlf; lhc... ftKds, and~ If you
doubI Iba! capitalism .. ill de~~n lilt I"""k
wi!hin ..~ umo horimn and S1iJl
remain extanl. Illc:a 11\(: ~II rhallcnCC 10 be
llttd is dear. This " ...·hat chc choice of a
SOCi<>-«0l1Ol''';C 'ysscm lOf !he fu'..... Sou!h
Africa i< .lhbou'. 0

C I__ ot~.u- ,_.~.

12, u,.......,.otC.... T..... 19011 otCMol}'
M......... and SooaIo-.o.- ~.ya/IoIoo ;, 1,.".11, 0<U»w'-

Further Reedlng

no. follo ;ng ile"", """"Id be accc..ible 10

lhc iOl(:n: cd ~adtr:

Dl.IIQ1'l.G.1974
u-ir' Systnftl andSoc-iefy;
Hannond<...'orth: Ptn""n

Dollb. M. l<no
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the true believers' prayer
(to be chanted in the Anglicon or Gregorion mode)

keith gottschark

Matins: Congregation of the Articulate Faithful

Ou.r Heg=>Onic Po"~r Bloc
Who art in conjunc1ul'l:
HaJlowaI be Thy conlllldk'lions.
Thy Suci.al Formation COll1e.

Thy Mode of!'rod\l("lion be <lone
tn Prui~ as it already is in lllrory.
Give us this day our daily base
And fo.gi,-r uS our supc:rstrucllll'l:
As we never forgive lhQSC who deviate against us.
Lead uS not into pen)' bourgeois ulopianism.
BUI deli"er us from raise con!iCious~ss.

For lOOu an the thesis. antithesis and synthesis.
Until eludes'ness.
Amen.

Vespers: Congregation of the Chicago Evangelicals

Our Money Supply
Who an in cimtlaUon
Hal\owQ1 be Thy equilibrium.
Thy ~gulalioncorM.

Thy fkwjngudwJ~ rw be <lone on earth
As it is in th:: Stod EJ.dunge.
Gi,'c \IS Ihi:s day our 01111)' lIWJin
And forgive us our o\·mtraf.
As ...·r forgivr InpayCI'$ who bail OUI bankrup( COIpOl'alions.
Lead us 00l into prioe ..onllol
But deliver us from minimum wqes.
For 1l>ou anlhe market. the brokel1l~ and the dividend.
For ever and ever· al interc:st.
Amen.

___"H_"
-~.--

L- --'
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Gradually ecanomists ofwidely di\'ugl'flt persuasions
are managing to agree on something: an economy rhor

works for the society in K'hich it operares should draw
on elements from diffuing ·systems·. But

tlleri' is srill much room for disagreement on
rhe nature ofthe blend. Dunean fnnes and Clem

Sunter debated rhe iSSlle recently.

\
ClmlS.","

A li~dy tkbale wa~ Iltld al. the
Uni.'tniry of the Wil­

wal<nrand in O':....bc:r on lilt ropic
'Wilh capilalm" a",1 s«ialism as al·
Icrnati>'ts /lIT a /.twft Swth Africa.
,,'hich is Iht nllm ""ntfkialto all of
Iht co<t1l"Y's pt'ol,lt?' The "pea};ecs
we", Profe.Klr Dunean Inne~ of,~

universily's loOCiology depanmen,
and Mr Clem Sumer.• di=tor of
An&lo Arnerieu,

Tht rrlO§' inr=>ting facel ".••
rha, nrilher "peale. argued for ,!le
implemenla,ion of • JIUll' «OOOmie
ideoloIY bur dn:... on various "YS­
1tTI1" 10 ~h a • '~oon of an ap­
I""'J'rialt "ohlg] lOC'OOIOmy for South
Africa. Ne>"Cfthebs sign,focaru dif­
fnmces mnamed.

SunIer. aulllof of TIw lI'orld alld
Sooo,. AjrloJ ill lilt t9'JOs. 'll'lued f..­
a .~ bImd' of bodl the

capiWKI and iIOt"oaIi"~
All ovn ,'''' arId. he sad~

had movcd ,. from odeokltlClll
e>m:me5 10 • ",;01,,.._ thal. ~
"'M' &ood pomts in boIh capilalism
md oocoal'lm. In lhe So>-iet UnIOn.
r..- eumple. Mr Mikh:ail Gorb.d..'v
"'-as Iryillj. ..."h hi, poll(')' of
/H"t""'.!". lO infuH a ~,n tlc­
rnrnl of fftt l'IlU:lP'iloC in order la

promole teonomic aso""lh.
"Theft ...'os 00 doubl Ihal ,Ilt

'f",co<Jom of spirir' &ivtn ro
enm:p"'lIeurs m a eapi,ah,l ')'Slem
'0 produce new wtalth had delivered
the e<;Ql\OITlic good.. he ""id,
Sociali.m on ,he Olher hand usually
killtd ineenli.'e,

Howevt'f, said SUOltr. socieries
could nQt be I\lIl on &-reed alone;

Illty had 10 lI:i,'e • moral dime",ion
~ ",ell.

Coo~Utnrly, lilt", we", IWo
Il'<pe<:lll 0' _ialism which Wtft also
",quiml. The f'CSI ...·n a soci.1
eonscience aOOuI rhe eommuni,y and
lhe: HCond, whkh waS very ",levanl
to Sou,h Africa, was paniciparion in
,he tconomic and poli,ical proces..

Sunler $lid,~ 'pa~illm ofmau
rani;, of Ciljliralism .. masl ranks of
labour ...·.1 becoming ks, and Iesl;

",Ie~anl. Jl"lic-ularly in deVtlopcd
rou~.

Modem lffilnololY, IIOIed
Sunler.....-u ehanl-illi ,Ilt game con·
siderably' by di5penlllJ peopIc: inl<l
~Ier produeIion wU"- In
~ S\IdI • Bnwa and the
U1Ii,cd~ tJu; ..."" taIIlting in a
martal decline ,n uaeIe union memo.....,,-

'So people '"' 1ooLn& for ......
.-- frora npiWKm and
sociafum.• Th~ Cl;OJId be .Km in
EnaJand. ...hcrt IlIolM: 00 the Idt
...·c"' __ ral~,"I abouI dewoe,lIic
..-~I~eind:l~>d~tilm.

Innrs. aulllof of ""lID """'rlnl/!
aNI lilt Ru, ofMOtkrn SoIlIII A/rinl
and ,be COoaulhor of B,JO"d Apan·
IItid. ",id Ilt ...'ould ~TUdoly iden,ify
Soulh Afric.'s most prnsinll needs
... beinll '0 tSl~b1i,h an ~ic
and social sysu:m ,,'hkb would tn·
Sure bOIh Ionlll<fm tcOO<ll11ie growth
and a major redislribulion of ,hal
wealth,

The capilaliM sySltm !lad ",,,,cd
"'tll in providinll lhe firsr of rhe",
&Olls. bul had done 'lft'Cioul liltle'
in Iefllll of redimibu,illi ...-ulth.
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the demise of extremism

zenaide vendeiro

Capitaliilli UJlued lhal !he failu~

1(1 mlislribule ~.lm "'"as !he f.ull of
apant>e;d and nol apitlJi<m, bul
apanhrid was • relMively recenl

pl'oe'IOi''''lOil in Souch Afriao'. Ion,
hisIory, he saill.

'We Iud i¥JaI upbtabon and
nriaI discrillliJwi<xl Ionf: hef..., "'~

Iud apantoeid. NaI only did !he
npi",liits benefil from Ihal uploi",·
lion and disc:riminWon, bul dley
helped .0 eft'ale it. •

IRIleS said lhe rapit>ollsl lheory
was lhal weal!ll would vaduaUy
lrickle down ID the: ~sl of lhe
populalion but Ihi, proc<:ss, if indeed
it did o<x:ur, would take many
decades, 'In Sou!ll Africa tods.y.
wim mass po~cny and malO un·
cmp~nl, wc do 1>01 ha~c

"«w. or cemuoo ....im ..'hich 10
play:

SociaIosm. he said. did nol ~Iy on
a~ prottU - a profiHiri~efl

market • '0 tedistribule ..ulm.
SociaIi"" ..... 1lY c:onscirM. cIim;.

lion of human and rnar..riaI~
110 build up an «o"omy ..'11",11 _Id
,mrn'" !he .."aim 110 ....en:orrw;
oocial ilb.

This did nol ....... qualif"oed
Innes. lhal 1I'w:'re was no plate fOf a
mart<et \Il1dtt a _ialiS! sy5lem.
How.~.r, no _ialist society could
IDlenu. a compl.t.ly free markel
because il was Ihal kind of markel
which allowed iTletlUlllity and blalnnl
C'cell,

'Markcu Cllll only respond 10
demand. but in 1lY ruflll backwaters
of South Afria and amona tile ranl;s
of tile wban unemployed, th= i, no

money 10 """"re lIlY demand. Con·
liCqUClliJy !he market cannot. by
definition, prtWode for ,he needs of
thcoe people:

I..... said he bel""'e<I lhal a
tonaIist S)....... C'OIlId smc.uc suffi­
cicnI ..nJm and «OtlOi,.... JRI""'mlO
mceI ibc t>CCds of !he peqlIo:.

If lhe poopIe ",.eft' 1I".n a~. In
Ihc rowlil)'. dwough ~1(lI\;li"salJon

of key~ and "'onc< ....­
.icipalion in .he "'••lInl of escab­
lishmmu. and they Ioaw lhat the
..·.alth ibcy ..·.re .reall1\8 was JOina
imo impro~ina the .. hilll condi.
lions and upliftinll them lhen lhey
,,'ould 'work 10 make Ihis coumry
~at:

Both speakers stressed the impor-·
lance of e<lue.lion in tile~ of
lhe .-edistribu.ion of "'.alth.

Said Inncs:'Onc of W filSl~
in a _iali... Soulll Afria mu'" be.o
IIIldcnaI:e a maul'"e ""~
pros:rammc in cducaoon ... thaI
pmdlOClivity incretiel and !he
people', capIC1l)' 110 scrw:mc ..nJ!II
"dnnwJc2Jly .:>.pancIcd..'

Sum.. lUll cdueatK)n. for which
!he goven••",.1II ..-.as onponsiblc.
wQUId efl,""" ~alCf pa11lc.palion in
1lY «orlOi,tic .)'SIetl1, 'n.. nTO!>I

sucttSSful counuic' !la," 'cry good
cduolion sySlCm•. •

11. added: 'If you Ih••~.rybody
in !IIis country a dec.nt .dueation,
lhey will upress th<:i. indi~idu.l

worth, .ontnbule to _iety and in so
doina will be abl. 10 mal...hatc~er
wage the mart..1 will.llow lhem. If
Ihctt aft' injustices, Ilkn, thlOUgh lhe
JIO"'" of a tl"lldc union. )'00 .an

ncgociate "'i!ll ....ploycn over
waFl-'

lnnes ~JCC1Cd SunlC" ........ _
thaI mollC)' ..ould 'cascade' 00.- .. 110

me people 1ltrouI:h a WOIIJ: I""'"
umon ......·emmI and said tbai last
~, .. hen 1lY N3IIKJnaI U.._ 01
Mlne,,·on.eD tned 10 ........-.ace Ill·
~ i.. OlICOOolx....~diSll1Jucd

Owm, ".......oni"'. me speakers
...panded on w,. ~isiom for a fu·
lll~ Soulh Africa.

Sumer oplcd for a pllIl'Il
democracy on .. lIiclltl'oos<: in llovem.
menl were iII<.""nmble to the .le.·
lordt., .. ,Irong lrade union
mo~"mC11l, panicip.atory mana~e.

m.m, the corrC<"tion of paS! injui'
liC('~ and gi>'ong prorlc a 'Iah ,n tile
coumry IhlOUah wider ""= owne"
,hip. He >aid ~llllle·owncd

efllefJll1scs had a poor r«onl and
had nol dlCli"eocd lhe t'CorlOiIUc.-.

I...... saw a tnnsilion penod in
"'1UdI 1I'w:'re "'OII1d be a m"cd
«0010111;. iAIlC conlrol of I.ey m·
dl$nn and .........oc~ and
",-ortet- ponlClPU_ ,n me ",nnm,
off~ and tlr IWC.

ttopdully, Soum Africa could
thetl mewe iO 'some form 0(

soeiahsm' In "lIicll lhe rovemmen.
..'as made _n.able thrtlllgh •
.y...m of recall and .. here il wa,
dc>;",ble ID !Ia~e a number of poIili·
.al p.anies and independent lrade
unions.

B(~h speak... ",id tbey hop<d
Ihctt "'OUld be a wide debate aboot
the: futureofSoum Africa. c
(Tilt' S'<J•. 1S CkroN' 19881
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two
hundred
years on...

Our visual counterpoint to de Tocquevllle's insigtus was
prompted by correspondences noted by economist Charles

Simkins·. In 1982 he wrote: 'One of the classic worts from which
a theory of the relation between economic structural factors and
political forces might be distilled is Alexis de Tocqueville's
L'ancien regime, Dealing, as it does. with social and economic
conditions in pre-revolutionary France, it would be of pal1icular
relevance i( one believed that South Africa is now either in a pre­
revolutionary situation or in a situation where substantial constitu­
tional change will have to be negotiated with fortes "from below".
Initially J thought the book might produce a useful general orienta­
tion, but on reading it [ was astonished to find passage after passage
could be applied either dir&tly or with very little amendment to
contemporary conditions [in South Africa].' Illustrated here are
several of the passages which Simkins found rclevanl. The accom­
panying commentary closely follows Simkins' words.

The consequences 01 economic growth

Merging life-styles, separate priviteges

AT 'he ,Ild ofThe ,i~h",,,,h ",,,Tur)' iT ...,., no d<Juhl Slili pwsibl, To "nui,,, a
diff,",,'" "'TW,,"IM ma"",rs .fTM .000IIil)' alld 'lws, 0/Ih, middl, dus!;
for ,IT'" i. "",hillg ...hich M"O"'U Ih, sa"" ",or, slo..'ly Iha. lhal Ju1"'" of
IHha";our "'hick "" (all 'ma."",' Bmfu"da"',,,lally ai/ "'''' 0/ra"t abo,·,
lhe (I""""'" peopi, "w, a/it,; l/>ry ha4 ,he Ja"" id",s, Ih, Jam, hornIJ.
lhey folloM-ed Th, Same 1O$/u, Ih,y illd"lg,d i. Ih, same pi,asuru. Ihey "Dd
I'" ..mM hoots. Ih,,. .'{'<,t, Th. Sam. 10.~aa8' Th,y o"iy dijf,,,d i" Ih.ir
'ighl$,

The,.., can be no doubt about common laSlc, in South Africa - for Gough C<.:lp«
house,. B,.,.dlow', fumiture and Mazd.a 323, - among men of 'rank above the
common poople', n.",.., i' errw:,ging among lhl:se Slrata a common S<".nh
African cuhure aff«led by "" increasingly self-eoofi<lcm business cull",..,. Whal
prevents this from issuing in. common set of political opinion, is differences in
right"

• Or C1IafIe> Si""' ... ;, ..."",i ;" tll< Sd'IoDI of~"".Uni_ify of C.... Town.
Th< e><raro Of< f""" h" chap<, '''ltd '~o< F><t<>n..-.d C""""..Oon>J 0Iant<. in WH8 Dean
• DuI. , ..., Zjl Smil. C"""i..._,CIoo-o" ,. S.."I"Vri<" ' n., N.., F;,~ ~...-, tC>p< Town, 1"",.
19l!l\
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BackgroCmd factors

Administrative usurpation 01 judicial 'unctions

We h,,\'e. i' i' ,,"w. drio'en J"stice fro'" II,e "dminislra­
li"e _'I,hue imo M-hi,-h i' had hNn al/oMwl undul)' t<>
e'PI'rf",ch under Ihe '"Id ,mler': bUI a/ ,lIe ,,,,ne
time j(OI'rclmlem ,-o/lst"ntl" em'roached "n Ihe IJrI'I"'r
sphere 'ifjuS/ice, (11,,1 K'r hal'e al/oMwl il '0 /0 c",,·
I,nue, U.< if,IIe confusio" 'ifp"M'rc, '.-as not as
d"nllerous an rhi, ,ide as on Ih,' othu and el'en KWS',

for Ihe intrcfnence ofjll-</I<-, in odmi"islra/io" is ,ml)'
Iwrmllll t<> Ihe c"nduct rif"jJuirs. ,,'hifslll,e imen-e/l­
';II/l 'if8",'unmem i" 'he _,phere "fiuslia deprm'"
I",,,,,,,, Mm;:.< alld lends U> make Ihem ar "ncr "1'01,,­
rionary "".,1 un-ile,

Th~ fmal poinl lnal de Tocqueville ma~e, aboUl lne
proouclion of a memalily '01 once ~volulion",y and
s,,,,,ile' is lne imponam onc: if ab<ecnce of democracy and
de.-enlr.lilalion deny opponunities for ordinary peopl~ 10
panicipalc in cominuous evolulionary cnange lhen Ihis
menlalily rcmO\'e, lhe desire: of people for such panicipa­
lion,

Sham democracy

Almo", all rhe pFin,n M'h" ha.'e desrTOyed hINny lw,,,
tried a//iFSI t" prnerw irs forms; Iha/ ha' M,n Ih,
coufrom Au;:"sl"S righl do"",, to ollr OM'n days, Ihty
flalleFtd rhtmstl,',s rhal tht)' ,,"ollld Ihlls lI"ile 10 Iht
m"ral fora, "I...a)'s uta"d by popular can,e"', IM ad­
""mages ...hich ahso/"re po...er con alane INS/OM', AI­
mo't 01/ hm't f"iled in Ihi' olltmpl and ha.'e wry .0011
discol'ued rhor ir M'OS i"","Ssihl, ro gi.'e long life to
Ihese lying appfoF/lntts, ..-hM tht FMU!)' no longa ex­
isud_

Sham okmocralie instiMions ha>e pcrva.ded !he South
African political seeM Over lne last twenty years. el~mems
having been pr~sem for m""h longer. l1w: ,",suit has been,
as predicted in 1he passage above, popular withdrawal from
panicipation to a g~aler or lesser ..lem. Such poplllar
alienalion ~nders a whole set of inslitulion' unviable
either .., political agencies for re:solulion of conflicts aris­
ing from economic suucwral changc or as development
agencics_



ResponNs of the political system

Talk oIle1onn

l.of<l' X\ 'f dNri", ,''' .."#ttW~I' of"" ,<'i~"did
1IOdti.., boot spnd of,t{_ It>"" Nlrnrd fIfII. n-,
..'notfrw 'IlUrl>lDoou of"...... wJitI_ -.tr pw..prouc.,,,, ",,"/OUI'''' bQou "'" R",,,,,,,,_._I.
/«110 nU" w.. aI,. Af"'u.-.,,,,/rom EM rotk of
""'" _ of'''' ......" ,., """1'111" "ploud IItrttt: il
IooUd as 11Ioot~.M ottly "''SNd /Cl town 110, 'O<1f'
,,,od "(I'~ 100l1rn. IN IOJ! of/,11"" IM"'_

Slallo:d:u>d confused rdonn i. familiar l<> uS l> ..dl. One
eITecl of such coofusion is I sel of un",.li'lic .uempls lD
chll1ge _i.1 pTaClices de<:ply fOOled in CU'lDm; Ihil in
lum provokes resislance and immobilily •• de Tocquc¥ille
sa....;

u,lsllJlw.r. JO COIlI'ory'o 011 IIJoIItad",«rord...-hic.
rlJo"ltrd JO compl~I~I,.__r~ly 110, ortkr of""si"""
tHn IM "/Qti,~ posll/<NI of IItd,,1d..,,/s, Itod10"" op­
pI/rd "'"")"'-MU olO'tU ottd "''"')''I-M'''' ot-nl I" 110,

...- ...1""""".. ,...~ 10 ,'''",,,,-totn

....Jtn or 10 IN pon..""'" paul..... of"""",11 pr"""~.
10 rotIIpIn,/r Itod IIw .1tIjrr"l JI""" ofpw R",vhtJ_
oIrraJy possnsrd,1w tMl6',,~r_lII. "'AIrlr ,w
Rnal/.'kM .."OS '" MJJ'UV

S,mt,1'S dra....s 1lI1Cnl_ 10 11.. facl 1....1• major ' ..... ,11 of
de Too:q......il~ ..-:0< '10 lICCGUm for I"'rticuJar fe.I""" of
lhe COR>Iituli""" of ~...Iy olrc'oxmh cemu!)" Fr:>nce. The
fOOls of lhe>;e fealu<es t.. 1'*-""41 nol jU.IIO It.. Revolulion
b.!IIO the prc_<evolullonary tnI. 8y analogy "'e c.n especl
Ihal It.. shape of our 1'O"1·lpan""id in.,i1UliOl1S is bcinll
determined ",'en now'. The import."•• ,,·hi.h progressive
Ofgani.:olions ."""h I" the ''".lioo of democ"'lic wuc­
turu, some (non_~.....n",..nt SflOI1-.d) discus.slon,
around lhe concepl of • Rill of Riglt15, and the rttenl

el.....,oo of lhe Fn:aIom a....... '"fleet. broad ''''''<e.
_oftbt truth ofth" argumenl. C

,
, '

/
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uprooting poverty
'Uprootiltg POI'erty: The Somh Africalt Challenge'

is co-amllored by Frallcis Wilson alld Mamphela
Ramph~le, Due for release in Jallllary, it is the main

report oftile Second Camegie I/lqllir)' inro Pm'erry
and Del'elopmem in SOll/hern Africo. which first

came to puhlic aflention during a conference in 1984,
The book ,Irows together all tile basic information

ahom pal'er!y thal came 011I ofthe Inqlliry ond
del'Qte,f St!I'eral ('/wpters 10 causes of

pm'err)' and strategies against it,
If/ tile absence of Dr Ramphefe (who is 011 sahhatimf
leal'e), SASH imerl'iell'ed Profe.fSor Wilsoll. director

of Ihe SOl/fhel'll A/ritxlII Labol/l" Del'elopmem
Research Unit (Saldru) at 'he Unil'eI'sil)' of

Cal)e Tow/{, wlro oll/lille,1 some of/ht,
isslles raised ill the hook,

SASII, "_ ....... Id }'_ dnoM
po"rny'!

rw, I Ibm" ..-1\aII r".uccd from the
C~or 1",")'...hich in'"","rd al
~ 450 prq>lr from all O"r'
.....Iorm Afnca. ..... thaf l'O"rny
muld MO be mluced to • _.It
nllfflbrr any mo:Jno Ih;>n ,11_ la a
~"'9tf'Mw~. A .....mbr. g"'cs )"001
_ inf__ bul <!orsn'1 ~ally

""Ip you 10 diaa_ ...hal i...'ron•.
If you ~now.....-e know;n Soulh

Africa looay. lhal I"-Mhinls of
familiel are living below lhr mini­
mum kvrl. ifs a .'ery "";001 floC:1
bill il doC'sn'l help you in le""s .n
"l'1Itegie-l. H(lW(','e•• if yoo know lhal
lwo-lhonl, of ramili... don'l """r
K«SI 10 el«uK;ly and j"C'f ;1 ;1 0fI('

oflhe C'he;qleM f"",,s of C'I'I(''IY and
Soudo Afnea earrioes ue«s np,IClIY

brl;_ "'C"'" "",""og !IOfI'I(' of OU'
JlO""tf i>UIl_S lnlO moIhbaIls. thaf
!rlls y<lU ......, "ft)' ....-ious thUIl:'
IbouI~ arolthe ..... pollll_

eat economy on the countt)'.
So Ihe rlnf pan of the bool arol

0fI(' oflhe fnlIJOl" thru$U or !he In_
quiry il~lf with the JllO papr'" !hal
camr from ltor hiJh y. arol by..'ay.
of Sou1h Africa 10 rcll ,n ",al
derail .. ru.l )lOVeny "",anllO people.

Coold you d~ribe lhe ulen, of
poarl)' In WUlhern Africa?

One Ca:l divide lhe: ecooomy inlO
foo, panl,

Fi~ ,''''''' a~ ,he fnlIjor
"""lropolilln areas. thm there "'" !he
reonvn: and ",-e Ior.. a grell deal
abou, bolh of tho!.e. lben IbrR "
alto Ihe p1mc:1arKI ..'hich is lhal 80
per r:mt 0( South Afriea aboul .. hleh
fe.... people do IlIYl'h lhin&:,ne- YC'I n
.. !he area "hC'rr onc:-flhh 0( hlKt
South AfncaR$ li,"<" w>der "ery acurr:......,.

The fourth area i. lhosc rounlnC'S
around lhe rdl" ..-hich a~, ,n imer­
nalional U:l'l'M. diffC'ren[ rounuioel
bill vC'')' loW 10 South Afnca.
Le"""" and MOlambiq"" are key
uample•.

If "'C look aI [he ""'tropolilln
areas, ... he:re there is "loch more
trIOI\('y around. pr"'ap< the major
manire~lion of povrny is over­
cn)Vo'd,n. and appalling boosin•.

When you SO 10 lbe~ you

find a lack 0( ba>IC n«ds )U<Oh as
clean drinking .....C'. Of fuel al­
lhouJh, par.ado1ic:tJly, .belle. i. qUlIe

""".Onc surpri,in, Slprcl of the re-
scn--c. is [he t.lent of mC'luali[)'
belw«n rich and poor r,m b«ausc:
lhe rich are pal1icul~r1y rich but
b«a"", the poor art so dc'I"''''lely
poor and ha.'c no c~l\Ic, land, pcn­
,ion., or money coming m fmm
anY'" here,

Anod'Ic-r tifl<'C'I 0( the rrscr-.'t, IS
!he lheer populMion drmi')'. If you
look at [he rural pIalleland, the
...e~ denS;[y i. abovl .lA people
PC' Ill""'" ~m, In ru,al re-SCl'\t.' il is
about,7 ... hich i. ~n lime> .. many,
And Ihal vories widely. The Free
Slale ha. I1 people PC' llIuare ~m,

Ciskei... hich i. cc"ainl)' 00 belle,
agricul[ur~lly, h;o; 82 pcopk per
"'l1W'C km, The: populal"'" of o--'a­
Qv.-., .. hoch "'as aboul 6 000 in



1916. and II 000 ,n 1970. StO<>d a,
bt,..'«n 300 000 and XlO 000 ,n
191U~

Tho>c people a", 001 ,he", be­
n"", of JIOIIIII•• oon ~ro""h bIl' be­
nu,," of I~ ",'hole I"ne«. of
c""'luc~, - Ihe l.ond ACI of 1913
and ,he nan'u.'on policy which ha'
(«<cd ptOllle off farm' ond ou' of
,1>0: "nie, 'hrou~h "'.","I"mem ond
'hc an"·u,bloni,alion policy of Ihi~

gove,nmenl.

WhM erne,,", from d'" C.­
"Cl'" InqUIry is .he appallin&
po. ffly in .1Ie plando"". Don'1
f","~. aboo, 'he plancland. Peoplc
,h"",n off '"m" ~ ",ally 'rawN
in >mall '"",'n~ ..."h no job< and
very hlllc income il"rticularly if
,~y'rc Af"can.

In pl..cc, like uWlho and
Mo,an'bi~"o ,h.re i' Iho foar of
beinll ou, off from an ind .....ial
economy whi.h, Ihrough migran'

..... 0«_1_ 21

labc)ur. peopk h..'e helped 10 b.."ld.
And. of COIl,se, unemploymcnt

pe...1des .11 ,he.... are... One of ,he
IlIOIol kaunllng,h,n&~ of !he inquiry
W'os !he "e","lIrn accoun" of men
and "'omen ... It"" abou' ",'ka, i•
....... 10 be unemployed..... 001

50 muc~ lhe h....... , ahhoulh tlw
i, vc<)' a1. buI lhe ..,... of 11..,·
Ie:uroo, ",.lly bl"" pcopIo_

110" ....'. yOOf dfteTibed IIIe h....
lory .ad or~"'s'"PO'""J .. IIIe
'f'Il<>oo~

We've 'nod 10 IICl<k lhe q...,o:io<I

of eallse. ill t!Iftt "'lIy' -Ull&
",,,11 lhe tond of.h,np ecooomi,u
"'"OIJY about . ,nna,1OfI, """'''1OfI,
1he slow''', <low'" of ,he economy.
lad of econom", &"'''''h, popuLa_
'ion ,"''''Ih • ,he maoro-""onomic
f",cc•.

The oe<;ond se, of cau""" ....
,,«d '0 unders'and i. how opanileid
ha, influcnced poverty. Looking al

..peets of ,'a,e policy sin"" 1949w. find Ihe anli·urbanisalion
policy, ....ul.men'. Han,u educa·
lion, Iht "".!-hin, of ",",oni.a'ion,
and de".bihsallOfl kave cklfly had
a devl".""& eff",,' on lhe "CI')'
poor of Ihi' __ie,y.

The ,/un! Ili""CI ,~ 10 10 po-e­
1949 '0 de.l "'''h 300 )'Car> or
eolonIal h'"ory ,illCe 1M2. We say
Y"" II«d 10 ufllkr..and 1"'11 con­
q..... ""IS • ran ..... rana.......·i...
"' ,n d'e rorm of.he L-.l Act. """
Wo, cry ..... • f... and ..""a,,..,..
""i'h'" ror cc_ne. ,n !be f""" of
lhe pau la.., ...'''""'''~...necs
.... ",D ...',... ~ bee...... thaI' • ..-baI
made tilt 1Il,pan.-labour .yscem
""'"'bk',

We·ve .oed 10 UlIec _ pans
01 our hI>IOfy ... h>Ch are impo"PnI
on ,he prescn•. Clearly !be dislribu­
'ion of land kas 'Ill e>erythiq 10
do .. ,,10 ..'bo IS ncll ami bo i' poor
"'h"''' i. I'lOl ~u"e lhe thm!: IS
"")'''' 'ka' • ",di."ibuli"" """"Id
"'" e>-ery'h,ng nlhl.
~ migran,_labout sy->tenl d·

f",,".'ely impov.,isllf:d ,he ru",1
a",a. ov.r ,he ccntury ,,·hich.
again. i. no, III lay 'ho' 10 end Iht
migran,.I.bo"r 'yilen, would make
,ile rural.",u rich. I' ....on·l.

The Group Ar."" Act .....
d.scribe .s • pie(,e of ""a(folding
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,,'hich "'as pul 11110 plact in ordtr '0

hdp bu,ld ,he ~id edl'la. '"
I:tcp~~ 01 .... ci')' .. h"e and
blacb on lhe edlC"- Once ,hal'o ,n
plaec for JO or 40 ~~ )""" have
""' a pan,....lar p;lllem to your ell)'.

So .....ch 0( .. ha!". happened ,n
SoW! Afncan h'$l<lr) .... 10 do
"'"h .uIToIding 0( lhi. bnd. You
lale ....y lhe ...."IToldlnl but lhe
buildlnl rnnai"" inl,",l. 111:<1 " lhe
problem "e are 1'0I11g to face in lhe
new Soulh Afnea_

line Ih p"'1r t>.nefiled al all
from Ihe pruee_" of I.ehnolo~inl

dr>,.llIpmcnl in Soulh ,\frica?

l'echnological dc'-clopmen,.... "h
it< capaclly '0 prod"",e IOOlb al
Io..'er ('O!.I... ha~ fCS'ihed in.he d'f­
fu~ion of malenal good<, weh as
c ....h'n.. Ihroughoul lhe __lely
.nd 'NS ha. .1... reached poor
people, a1lhoul'h '-cry poor ......-
Iy tuo,-e lICCe<os 10 bcnefiu denv-
,n, from l«hnolOJocaJ I""lt:teU.

h 1$.11O",e.'er. Imporuftl 10 "",e
I"'" dunllJ Ihe 1970.. real ..a,...
....... for • substanlial portion of
black Soulh AfrlCaRs and lhere ... u
• >II,f, ,n the d,stribulion ol ,ncOl'l'lC
from ..hun 10 blacks, The oroe
employment calegory for .... hich ....
h~.e "'~li~lic! in which Ihe op_
posite t",nd h.s occurred" dome._
lie ""Nice. Kc.1 w.gesofdomc.'ic
wonen f.1I by 16 per cenl during
llle: SlIme penod,

Whal abouI Soulh Arrica in Ih.
conl..,1 01 wb_Sahara. Afrin~

b lhe... any poinl in such rom·
pam-s'!

Onc of llle: Ihlnp ..-e'v.!ned to do
in ...,. boot ,s to ..h.:ut SoIuh
Afnca as put of sub-Saharan
Afnca. In lhe firsl in>lance Soulh
Afnca-I _al ... has got eVCl'}1h,nl
10 do "'"h lahour Ihal came ,n from
MOlamboqu.e or u,SOIho: ~bJa"·"

Bou;....~na. Zambia. or Tanunia.
Alw. Soulh Africa has ~n 'n­

dUSlri~I;,ing ,i,,,e 1&67.nd a larlle
proponion of our I"'I'UI.lion lives
in u,,,"n .reas compared to mOSI of
llle: r." of Africa ...'hich i! SIIIl
rur.l. al'hough plac.s like lambia
are urban,..n@ .ery fa'l.

TI\c pr' ,apila income in South

Afnca on a,'el3&t is "ft)' much
hJgIlc:r than llle: "'~ of sub--SaIw3n
Africa ..... il you lotaf1 Iool.i"l! ill

African inconlC ,~ Soulh Africa
particularly ,n the 1'C:5Cl"CS- Jf you
kd .. Olhcr~li~ infanl
mooul.') )..... find hugt varialioRs
bn"ttn black and ..h,1C ......'i......
.... black pari of SouIh Africa. BUI
.. Ilc:n you loot. ill places like
Tr.m,~,. 'nfanl manahly IS consid­
erably ....onc Ih:>/>, fOf eumple_ urn­
bab...·t.

TIlt",', a lremendou' amoonl
""e have to learn from the him".y of
lhe 1.<1 13 10 2t) y.'r< in Africa
both from whal ha, been lIChieved
and from IIle: mi'la~es Ihal h."t
~n mao:k. We've tried '" point 10
>OmC of lhose issues .o.....rds ~
cnd of the 000&:.

H.. a stronger an",", mo'-emtn,
.11....... IM silUlion i. anr ..~"'!

We 31"J1'1OC \No, doe 0"'00. an f",,­
dl\menul K> any ~Dle'IeS fOf
,~,., and r... <,k.lln, w"h pover­
Iy in our .ociely_

The lieS!: .....y to uplain thi. i. 10
sl;tl<"h Vtry brKfly how """ needs
10 look al Slra",ie:s. Fi"'l of all,
fondamental pal'"C1t 'hang<: has 10
happen if you',• .e'io<Is about lack­
lin, poveny i~ Soulh Afri"•.

BUI we focus on IWQ Olher i"ue,
...hich we .1"" lhi~k .rt imponanl.
One i' ..-hat ca~ be done undtr
pre"",m polili'al condilion, lhal
"'ill mue a d,ffe",n~ to lhe li"e.
of the poor. l~pin, long-"on ob­
jttIi.-es in mind.

Stmodly, if " "'tre p"'sible 10
"~'-e a magic: wand and mo"e '" a
non-rxiaJ <,kmoerau, Soulh Africa.
..·h.1 ec""omlC poll(lO ..-""Id be
able 10 <,kal ""h I""'eny .,,-en a
b,>Wf)' 1Iw """ can'I cllan,..-:o
~ ref"",,, nallonah",,'''''' and

all lho<or i'&>Cs need 10 he lhough!
"'rough """_ There nee<b Ill .... an
inltraClion ....,ween llle: 'hon-run
>lraltgin ..·uh", non-'Qvemmcnl3l
or8l'nisalion. .nd ktnll-run
"rateg;es lool';n, al .... h., • ~OIl·ra­

d.L lknloeralic 3<."er"""1\I would
be doing 10 ,Qunler p(,..eny.

Ifs in ,hi, cOllleSl thal we lalk
abool lhe union, and ~y Ihal llle:
me of Ihe un,on, In Ih.1o. and 80s
......'ilhou, dllubl bro\Ighl abou' a

map >11,11 in the balllflCt of power
ins..., South Africa.

WIIeff 0CIt:S Ih.' lea... l~ 0.­
.mplo,'ed'!

Th:Il', lit .uremeJy imprwtalll

-~.
One of me q....l ......... union.

have'" foe... on '" ,,'belloer llle:i,
acllvUIelI are eaaecrbllinl lbe
,iluallon of lhe unemployed. 0..,
llloSCssmcm al Ihi' "age i, no. 'The
union' are working IQ break clown
ooniers 'alher lhan build lhem,

The danger of lhe union. be­
comin, • ki"d of elili .. group is
ol"".y. Ihere. '" il i, wilh any
po"'er ,roup in a !lOCi.ly, bul Ihi'
pani'ular power Slr\lClure il fun­
<.bme.....Uy n«essary 10 "'e proceSi
01 poli'JCIl ,han,e ...·ilhoul ..'hich
""'h,"I i'lOioglo happen as far u
the poor are roDa'med in this
-",.

In the immediale lmn ~ hean of
lhe "nle,y to oyuc""''' pov.n)'
Iic:. in tsablis/lin, and buiktin,
non'lOvemmen••1 ...ganisalions
such as lJade union,. ro-openlives.
and runl and urban pro~clS of
variouI kinds, These ~re lhe kind'
of or,.nisalions Ih.t can mab •
difference 10 people's lives and
build a ba"" for Iran.form;n, our
weiely.

Non-,ovemmemal ...-ganisalions
are "'" periphenl 10 lhe Sl"'IIIe.
they are CS5Cnrial 10 it and they
mUll. be lhoughl ihroogh as Pl'n of
the iona-ICon~

One of the top priorilies for any
orp""Slllion must be findi"l waya
of ....bl,"1 peopIc 10 find more
jobs b......., onemploymcnl i.
righl ill lhe bean of our problem ­
paniclllarly for "'omen.

h m'pl be inltn:5l:ing for an
orl~n,,,,,,ion like me Black Sib/l 10
loo&; ~ery carefully .. lhe ..'
prrienc. of Lalin America and Asi.
re,a'dingllle role of differ.nt ,ypeS
of credil olllanisalions in providing
credil 10 very poor ...omen in .....y
Ihal doe ... ·, burden lhem ... ilh <.kill
bul .nable. llle:m to release lheir
o ..·n ener,ie:. 10 crea", jobs and
inc<llllC for Ille:mselvCl. C
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why cosatu
has supported sanctions

How has it come abollllhm man)' trade unionists SI/pport
sanctions and disitll'estmellf, .wralegies 'Which could weaken

the economy, worselllll1('mploymenf Gnd, in so doin,r.:.
undermine the uniolls' powcl'Oase? A lee Er",in. Educatioll
Secretary of the National Union ofMetalworkers ofSouth

Africa (NUMSAj. gil't's the reply.

I n dtiI brief "';';'Ie it if not pouibk
10 diear ...idl al. .... i.....s dw

""Ye twol dna-:d. wilbu. ....
...uom. What ..mbo allempIN is to
outIinc lIle boo.! -Jic ... Ihat
!he COSAT1J (~ cl ScuIh
African Trwk V_I I1""P ol
....., _ I tUb. polenIialIy

,ldfdlint Md dw maul~ ,,"'hy
COSAlV~ • lQOhlboa ......
portirla iaIlCUOIlS • its 19S1 Con­....
1'he i__inI suwon tOf <!isirn ....
"""'I ond IhefI 5anI:lionJ ""er .... \al.I
deem. 0< III Iw 1"'I"Iy roincidod
with the rc-<""'B"'''C of. non-rxial
and independent union movement
AnoIJIcr faceor 1Iw has coincided
",itll .....ruwth of the union< is W
pe..ill~nl illCfl'ase in unemployment.

A ,ilu'lion Iua, ,he",;"", uilled
,,!>ere unions· cl.arly dependem ""
emplo~ed won.... hove had 10
f(ln'l\ullle policies in ""poll" 10
ris;nK unemployment and.•imlll·

...-Jy. i_inI aoNOCa<')' ror
di.invnlmt'" and oan<1ions ",hid'
ltuuIcIl """"'" ~lDI:1IL llI.i<
if; clearly. 1oI1Yal_ ",;111 .. inhcmot-"'-For _ of Ihc 'W. t•• of
di>invutmml and >anclioN. thc:ic
~ha,~ l"O'odal po'6u­
r..I~ malmaI. They ba,..,
.-pod NI .. """'"~
only rw;tical "'....... a<1IIII ..
poIilJClol inwuroofts couIcI~
_ 10 caU f« ,,",n~ ....
.......,.-., WIld., Ihc scnn:>I public
",..1IOI\JYIMt Us on Ihc f~ of 11

"""" ~"f)' Wlfa.ourabk 10 union ...".
p<lII r« loanCllOll' 11 I1 Imponatll 10

IIIldenfand lhl: dc'''''''''''''''l of Ihc
.......iOI\. dcbulC:. The pnenl policy
poslllon adoplcd by COS...TIJ "'"
dc>',,1opcd 0"'" a number of roars in
",.pon>e lO. wor;rnlnll political ond
economic lilU.tion.

DlslnVlIIlment

Followln, the Ilmlt"d .""c.,ss of
Code> of CondtICI ....h llle EEC

Code and tile Svll;nll Codn lIlttc

""",p '-""1lI di..u....... on
<fuuI.'e........... Th,. be«uo< m.,h
.-.: 1nICft... w'hm lqJ.lauon 10 >lOp
..... in'C>lmml on SouIh ...r""" ..",
t"opk"..,IlCd b)' S..cdca. (In fact,
"Cf}" hnk ...... r"""en aplOll .....
aIOIl< -. tile """""Y >Intt 1976.)
Nt-.mIIdc», ................."" of
fott"" """"""",," on Sautb "'fnc:o
-.l "'" ..n/th of ," IUIn rnour­
<'fi. ........... ..,.,..._ """"""'"
~ Illoul I'lcl.hood of ac·
lual ..""rlCalll d n~.
o.'~ loXJb),n, f« dl"n"""'­

"",n, ,_:rood Ib 1ft_le:........,-
...x ,hI>. but 1.".ly 1..<:<1 10 i,.
Ihc nlC: of t'tIn'ftC " III Soutll
Africa i""le:-.l ~Iy f""" 19l12.
A•• rrsuh. f« unlOll kUMIP and
I......a.lnllly for r.n~ ...... file "",m_
"""'hip. thl: "...,.,;00. hcinll ad­
dressed ",1.,<:<1 to ,"" o."rall
«onon,k cri,is. U""mployrno:n, lha'
millbl le:,ul1 fro'" di"".'IO>("""( "i"
only • eoml""""" of Ihl, ""d a
rel."""ly .m.1I ooml'Oll""1.

On (he if'OU"l.!. hoslllity (1) the
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pt'ff~of the tcOOiOillY incn:;rs­
ingl)' de~dopnl into a rnliqIK of the
South Mman polilical «<w>omy. Al­
though 00 ronc"l~ progfllmmt
emerged there wos no douN that
!:OCiali~m .....a~ firmly 011 the agenda
IUld there ha~ ~ a glOw;ng Ixlicf
in the need for ...mer rontrol of
production.

Th.. gener2lisnl "nmldt has ,n·
InOded inlO disim'CSlll>rnl policy. h
sou,,"",~ Ilw rom",
multi.naDonaI coopooMiollS (MN~1.

"'~Inl bmd'itted fTom me I.abour of
$oulh African .."Oftns (or SO .....,.

ohoukl simply wilhdnw wittl their
prodlltl;VC .....et•. This ""M • was'"
of $OX••I n"oorces and might imlJede
r«onltr\l\:lion.

This positi<:>n ..,..nt'ally S«l; djs­
in'Cllment as a (onn of political
Pft'ss~ll' (hat would IIOl oknude m.
economy of product;.·.. _. It
made Knsc to many unioni"" ,,·ha
are Keprical Ilw all fOft'lgn capital
would ...,Ihdn.... from III «OllOl'l')' as
potennally ..~almy.South Afnca.

To • ....xr public. me pailUOlI

.......ys ..........J • liale " ..........y
and 11) eoouin • ca'4k"",em of KIf-in·
_ on the~ from. Th=
ill no d<lubt \hat the ..oons~ ......)'S

1nO"'UI ,,,,,,tuny 00 1he queslioo of
cmploymmL
F~d by a barrage of Wlli..:!;,;,,­

v..~'ncnl propaganda the Utlions cm­
borted on wir own .w...,~

~gn. M<rtings. dl~iom and
many Kll'Oinm wrK hdd. An i"'f"""'
_ ""',.........~ of thi< ....~~
fill loIudir:s of forcip inY$mcnl as "­
....... "Tbese~,~ b/tdy ,;on.

fmned the ""'I lhal UI..list5 had
pintd in Ihrir roeg<Dm'll c¥.it,,,,,.
• Fond)'. !he VI'OfI;m;' >..... dw it

was Ihrir bllour lhat hid bml
largdy~ for oo-~Ioping

Ille pmducti~e _IS fA lhc: fomgn
MNCs "'as confirmed.
Se.:oodly. it became clear lhat sig·
niflC3nl disin>'cstmem ,,-as being
curled out by South Afnca...
MNCs. The oulflow fA capital had
bml~ rapidly for somo
re- "1Iibt in>c:stI,.eo. in job l:JD­

_ .... "inualJy aabe.
-nw.ty.!he -.!MluItI m hary

f()Rill' tIomrooinl. Slood 10 be
rrM)Sl. hurt by disin~eslln"mmoves.
as lbe:;e "-en: likely 10 in<:lude
k!lding 10 lbe South African Slale.

• Fourthly. it ",a, clear !hal un·
e~)"w:nt was a suuctunll pr0b­
lem and had bml risitli for """"
time. Disinv"""""nl had IIOl hem a
c:ause 0( Ihis nor. on ib> o""n. is (!is.
..,"e5tIl'Ielll Iilely 10 be dl:asi~ in
..r.~

"Thelc ..-as I sharp dj>up..." bcl..un
..!Ia ..-as aetu:llly lwwc:''''1I and ...
1lle JlIO"in>~ Iot!b)' claimed ..
..•• ,n fXl. !he _ IhaI fnnld dJsm·
veslrllml t.JIh in its dl"«1 on borTooo··
itli (lhil being ~ !he debl
morlIIOIillffi) aOO for ils jXllitical dJ""L
Once this dive~""" was broughl la

lighl. slIop Sle""'" IelldcM;p was
quick l(> sce through lbe c~pcdiency of
Ille JlIO"in~csuro:lIl lobby. This "'as
impor1alll in dealing ..-jth IWIk aOO filc
questions. Simit.1y. in Naul ~'s
propaganda CIOIl'Iign had lirniled sue·
cas. Art iInportlrl rniOII for IlIos ,,-as
rondmons a ",.,. ...,...111 ptWIlS
"lien: lllllII_ ....'eslmml .... bewI&
placed. The poor rondiuons SIm-cd 10
<fucn:diI !he daims made: for fon:'l!'"
in~.

Sancllons 8I'Id the
dl.lnve.tment debaeIe

Two new developments rapidly ;n_
smell them:;el~es 0010 COSATU',
policy &&etW in 1986. These ""tl' the
real po:.sibility of cetUin sanctions
brine ittfJk6UI and lhe discovery tlw
disin"Ubl",'1I< IXlUkl be eYeI')-v..., buI
tihQll,.. tI.

lk~ at foRIen pr=oft
foIlo<oo'cd Ihr i_iflCalion of the
f;'risi. in South Africa .her the
Novnnbe' 19II--t wty....ays. which
aOO had a major impact on wtion
membership and leade.ship. &0­
tIOII1ic conditions had continllUl to
"'~n, On all fronts the unions
becatnl: dir«lly in>'ol~ed in the Slnlg­
glc against a ",pres.si~e regitnl:. The
Living WIF Campaign. launched in
1987. " an uampleofthis.

h ,,'idely bel>C\'N tha lhe:
80Iha pe"lt"'. ,,-as an obogcle 10
""y S1ptificanl polilical..t l'COIIOmic

o.;'...-. -

'.

rrlorm. U""mplo)·mr:nt. "ioIma: and
"'JIR'SSion ...·ould ronlirIUC for as
Ionl a~ thi' governmenl remained in
powe,. l1lc slrategy had changed
from lJ'IIC of pre"uring the govem­
tnl:nl 10 onc of ensuring itS removal
as a tnaue. of priorily. 11$ removal
"'ould mjuire many forml of pres­
Sllre and UIIC1ions ""ere scen as an
imponanl cornponelll of lhal pIn­

SIIre. A perttplion I""" that unc·
liOns. rII!lef than ~'"
unemploymml. ...'= a ""ll tn
.bmtnal.,n, ~1Il III lbe
Ionl ICmI since !bey "0lI1d COI'1.

lribule 10 ",""",illl lM 80Iha
,OV<:mrnenL

EApO!Iun: of !he: way in ,,-lUch
dis;n~e<tment " ..., beinll carried oul
had the gCllCfaI eff""l of hardening
~icws, E.o.actly what diiin~estment

miglu tneaII in practice had tIIII been
li~en dc:laikd anention by lhe: unions.
Now lbcy ""'" fattd ...·111'1 a ,1IlWiOn
...'ben: foreign """1$ """"' clearty
be"'l he:1d III a ...~. "hen:
!oatl cc:mpalOeS ...·ere bcndilllllrl and
..hen: IOIIKIAS ..·ere not bc1~ COI'1'

sulaed ahIM ltIis lf1ftSfa of ...........
,tup. Dioin>uot."....-jIhdra"'lIh_re
becominl a slighlly more romph:~

~arianl 0( !he: endless n:o...nclvnclll
ballles W1ions had to flgt".

Disin~e"menl calls tnay ha~e con­
linued 10 e~en political prellSUn: bue
as viewl hardened peoplc were
pR'pMed 10 turn 10~, and more
.««live ~re in !he: form of-
If AllCIDtl ......, IOlllIIO be imple·
melllcd Iho:n Ihrn: "'310 a .-ay rcaI
lhrell of job Io5ses. Thtl had 10 be
c:an:fully evaluated allll di"","",""
amonpl our membership. Once aga.in
as pan of thi' pmceso COSATU com­
missioned a n"",be, of "lIdie!. which
~n: now nearing completion.

From lhc: initial findings of these
Slad;'" wc ha"e begun 10 draw a
nwnbcf of conclusions.
• FtfSlly. il seems <:1_ lhal !he l,1li.

cmplo)'Itle1l1 effects of IIllCUons
lllaI .."", bcillJ bandied aboul as
~anda ..."", u."...-.cd
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SccondIy.!IlcR nec<b 10 be a Can:­
ful e\'alwlion of piw:meal Of

selecti •• ~tioos, Sane.ion. "Q a
!WYOW fronl """"Id IlOl Iff..,
""""'fIOIli capgl and ......Id IlOl
pi..- Ill)' scriou>~ 011 SWC

.....on.: polOcy.Gi_1Ilt .........
poIi6cal pr" in WftICm
~ and doe <U&I,ic ..-.
.... :aI play ... I&cdy 1IaI~
,.......... .(JU1d be lIfJClCd
r...... In deolIifyi.., .... ..-. litdy
laSJe" n .. ,le... m.. dlcy ,,'oukl
ha•• dilolir.:lly ~giOnaI employ­
mem .ffc<:u. SllCb >electi •• >anc­
lion. and ,heir eff=.-l careful
roMldcl>lliOll. In the ~lIlIO<I al

thc ocrond COSAru C<If1J1aS
Olhcr .... 01 .l<'lc<:2ivt ..........

wen: dcftlifi<d ..~ poD>
1IaI <OUld be cfI«rn'c ..
COSAru', .
ThiRty ~ d
...¥d tjlvt and mandalIlry
~ could I1<ll br caslly no·
<...,wcrw:d and Ibc mucb laud<d in·
wmal grG'oIltI palb or ·RhcxIcs.....
.,ample· would noI aWl)' In Soutb
Africa.

The rosAru tong=lS rc!OIution al­

..... 10 briflIlOFfhcr Iha;c .nnd:s
0I~

WhIt _ ..~ ef*U 01
....Iioi.?

The .-... ror lnICalI polOcy dtvtq..
........ ill III prowidc 0 b<t<i< (or under·
SW1<Iina .he uman IP!l"*b III

$IIIC1iOl1' and ,,'ha, lhey .... lil<cly lO
acbi...,•. lIopcfull~ i, .1", indicale'
lhal pol",~ ba, """lied from an inter·
pla~ of lhe "pt,",""" 0( ......t<.....p""'" forripl pms= and llw:
pmttS6 01 deIlI,. .ido ","",,", ..i.
......... prupqIIIda.

8ccaIoie ClI....," it :Ill IQlc
lhctt hao bc.cn diM: M'_
• -., ", COSAru and .....
is ",11I:CtCd In 1tw:~ iIIal
shape 1tw: policy ~........ 0....
lime <:emin btiie al!''''''''''''' ha",
been lUChed and tllen .Iabonloo 011
"' new pres..re. emerge.

The hose line from "'hicb all posi.
tioos >Wt i. 1hIl 111.. "'lime ill ..
otIitKlc 10 dlanJIC and ........ ....

ACbic..", lbi, ""luire. a combina·
lion of ptl',"'ure., and """.ion, an:
onc of lhose. Sanrllo", are unli~ely

lO be tlc<:i,i\'e in 'hem""I"... E.en if
lhey ''''''"ien eenain lwdslli.... 1IIi,
i. pn:fenblc 10 """""''''' ,Ite life of
..... ..."..... lforpni!oCd Iabou, ..-=
10 be 0JIP0"td .0 ..W:_6 Ihu. ..-...Id
.~ ••".......".j Ift"II't and
prow. 1tw: "'lime I ~ dell 01
poIiUca1lftltllint SIl'".

The poIitial _Iy>il mad< :aI na­
lional rommince ~I ii tJro.dly ..
follow•. A' prcsc-nl IItc ""ime fccl.
..,..fodcm Iha' WeSlem lO"emmcnt<
a", n(ll li~cly 'Q fon:e i, 10 a" 100 far
and 100 f"" on "'form."....., iO,em­
........ m ..,;", .. S«\llfc lheir 1oGtl­
tcmI CC'O<IClmic in-.

110c rqomc abo (cell lhal it hao
..<11 flfmly palMed onlO I pooIiliaI
mrew:r. Caplll may _ be whoIl)'

~'" 01 1tw: rqune ... ~ IS

....... il~.. 1O """".100 f.~.
fun 1tw:~ 01 ....,;et
cban",. WilhlJur tlc<:i,;", pn:..u~
from inlluc:nlial and p",,'crl'ul fon;cs.
lhe Ilov~mment can ",I~ on o'en
rcpres.ioo lU perpelUOIC i!>elf.

A "'~Ikcno:d "Pl""ilion ..ill allow
fur <he in...<tion of _ politi<::ally
curnplia<ll aIlicL s.w:h ............ ill
.uo.w pn:xnI inlcJNs 10~ 1tw:
I*'e and ....- 0111I)' m-...... and
lO .... <he ....'_a '" ..~ nq<lCia­,-

Such ~ "faCt)' an in COSAnys
...... only be d<fealCd by I ",,11
O<I""i"'" uniled fmnl ClIpabl< of
ma" ac,ion. Sanc'IIo", if aJlllli-etl
comp",hcn,i •• ly will complement
W<:b. illll.V .i"",they ...-111 imf'ICl
up"" the i"'l"'rial link between

w...."" """'=. apiIaI and the
pte:IOl:N~ SudI WW:_...·m
forte ..la! in South AI 10 an
dtcisoIvdy ..... 1tw: It. .sur:-
eessful i"",u.. d .",6<16
'""""d Ilbo ~flcct • ~llIrtJIC in the
I>aIana '" forees on W.,...",
C<JIIIIlria ""'IY from 1tw: <XI<I....1liom
and open prole<lioo of imperialisl
in""'SlI cbara<:lCriscd by Reagan.
TnalChcr. and Kohl 10 I """"" liberal
aprroICII '" dcrnocncy in rhe
dcveklpin, -.Id.

Sina anaioos .., .- a1", •

componenl <if llle SUtl£g1c bel........
li\lcral and ron5<1'Vativ. fon;c. in
Wu,em countri" lhey arc I poli'icll
poo.ibili'y. In IlIemping ". loCbic.,
WtCrioo. "" .... buildinl link. with
more 001.....'01'" fon:u in !hac
......u>cs and wdl aIlica ..,
pd\:nbk III f"Ift 10 lhoow
fotn;o _ ..., .m 1ICtioM.

1-.narioW ptC>Mn: IIlId ooli­
cbnty in ..-inn......_ ~_ :aI

• fump !>INC. and 1tw: impJWon of
........oon. in auiOlinl <he >UuQIc for
demo.....y. ..., f.. opan in tile
.pcctnJm of i.._ ., .",le. 1I",,'CV01.

lhey may lKIl be lhar far apart in ,be
qlll1ity oIlbcir .......air impli<:alion..
The ha,.. tIrIdorwJod diis
pmttS6 __ ...";",,, .. a eom-
pial"'. 10 <he Slrmph d orz:alli...­
1_ and _ • rqJIa:tu.... for iI.

Sanaw:m ""'" pobDal opoa: by
....hin& I !'O""crfial ..... d<t£r.
lI'IftCd..ni>n:e 01 .........

A >Illn """Uk "'llainsr dIi.
"'lime will be Itu COOlly 111... I Ion,
SlNUle and fCl lhal ",ason rile
fonner will be p,cr.",bIc. A combina·
rion of stnot.,ico ....1 shonen lhe
""'"'" Wilhoul oaeriftr:inll our c_
is CUide .... rbans.

Thcoe Ihc: tuSOnS /Or .........
...~ If .... -'>-.is it......,.
lIw:n ...., ..iI ha"" 1O,...-aIuaIc it and
riIanF if , 'I'J. Al pn::scnI ....,
an __ ... need 10 chanF ".,
anaIyus. 'The ...i....w:6<lIS lobby is
elf~"ly proppo,. up an ....
de'I .....' ..... ","ssi.e and violt-llI
reai..... 0

Thi. anicle il euraeled from
Smtcfiolu A,l'u,...., ApanMid.
cdilCd for the CommuniI)'
Atpw:'J for SociII Eftqwry
(CASE) br Mn Or\iIl- The
book .ill ..,.,.. .. J..-,.
19119 and II publisltcd by
C..id Pbili... P.O. Il<u -wI.
Cbrcmortl nJS. Telq>/lOnc:
(021) 64 4136. The book ......
tains anaJy... of lbc monJ,
leg~l, polillcll, economic and
intemat;OrtII implicalions 0(
WI<riooIS apirIJIlputheid.
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refining the debate

l1adership's contributions include:
'Head Count>' in which Palrick
L.aurence analyse, 'ix major opinion
survey. carried out 'ince 1984: 'A
11,,,,r Evil': Kennelh Kaunda, presi­
dem of Zambia and chairman of tilt
frontline 'late" 'trOIlgly wpports
sanction': 'Queuing for Bread':
Mangosulhu Butlltlezi, chief mini·
Sler of KwaLrlu, firmly oppose'
them; 'Blowing HOI, Catching
Cold': Ri..n de Villiers explore. the
policy ~tance of largely black labour
unions, Srephen Gelb'. 'Out of
Tune', which looh at changing at­
titudes and strategies, demonstrates
the fact that rea<l<:JS mUSl browse
widely 10 glean ...hat is ~Ievanl.

Liplon's brief treatment of thi,
'lUoestioo is titled 'Black Politic' and
Sanctions', Here, as elsewhere, she
draws allention to the unintentional
('perverse ') effec15 which force sanc­
tion' advocatel to re-evaluate this
'tralegy from time to time. In this
context, Liplon refers to the polkie'

What au the atlitudes of blacks in
,,-hose name sanctions are advo­
eated?

of evolutionary change towards a
post_apartheid South Africa,

The l1adership p"b1ication is dif­
ferently organised in lhe sense thal
topies may be plainly fealured or
they may be buried in the lexts: they
may m:ur, that is, be deall Wilh by
diff.rent authofl; from different view_
pointS, or be sketchily addressed,
But the result is powerful and
readable, and an appealing human
c1emem is introduced by meanS of
interviews and phOlograph.. The
editor ac~nowledges that .tringent
security me..ures prevent a 'fun and
open discussion' around the loanC­
tion' debate since 'those who call for
sanction' risk heavy penallies',
Readers will de<:ide for tlltm",lve, 10

whal utem this account, for the fact
Illat, here too, sanctions emerge in
sum as an unsatisfactory in'trumem.

Having said that much, let u. treat
tlltse p"bHcation' as a reSOUrce for
an~wers 10 importam queslions in the
,anclion, debat.:

Lipton arglleS lhu<: ''There seem.
to be a lh~shold beyOfld which the
inilially often helpful effecl' of ex­
t.mal p~ssures become COUmer­
produclive: While sannions ate
unli~c1y 10 unseal lhe government
lhey are li~ely to impcdc reform
(deraci.li,"lion) and SUlCngthen
gov.mmem authoritarianism.

Among the counter_productive ef­
fects of s'lnctions is lhe facl that they
have encouraged the imemal opposi,
tion to o,'e~srimale its strength,
,,-hile reinforcing verl<rample
demands for a c1ampdo...n on lhe
press (woo.. reponing on polilical
repression and re,istance is seen to
Slimulate imemillional press"re),
Sanclion" she lhinks, have con­
tributed to curbs on political activily,
re,ulling in the destruction of Iimiled
but valuable political 'pace, 'They
have encouraged the government to
retreat further imo a ,iege mode
...hile, increasingly, ami-apartheid
aclivists have been driven under­
ground, Meanwhile lhe ran~s of tilt
disaffected are being .welled by tilt
growing numbers of the unemployed,

Thus, far from ensuring rapid and
peaceful tr~nsilion, sanctiOlls can be
seen to eSl:alate ",volutionllI)' and
counter-revolutionary viole""". In
short, loanctions redllCC the chances

Millions ofSouth Africans yearn to replace the apartheid
stale with a jllst. unified. non-racial and democratic
governmenr. Friends in 'the outside world' promote a
range of strategies to bring this transformation about.
The strategy of economic sanctions has been fiercely
defended and as fiercely del/OIlnced. Beyond the heat
which has enveloped the sane/ions debate, can we at lasl
detect some light? Here we look allwo recent attempts
10 clarify the issues and refine the debate.

Some of uS art' ov~rwllelrned by
q""slions about >allClions and

how they IClUally .....or\:. Others have
Slrong opinions _100 mong to budge.
pemaps. Whichever (he case, moSI
will be curious and/or gr.t.fuIIO find
oul whal leading analysIs can (c11 uS
on (he basis of hard thinking and
cart'ful "''''arch.

Sanctions (md Soo/h A/ric(J: Th~

D)'n(Jmics of Economic Imho/ion is
an Economisl lnlellige""" Unil Spe­
cial Report, pKpa~d by Me.le Lip­
Ion, ...hich appeated in January 1988,
S(Jnc/ionJ, a m:ent l1adership p"bli­
calion, gives space to plain·spea~ing

pro- and ami·sanclioneers along ... ith
contributors ...bo bold their cards
much closer to their Che:SlS.

'The Lipton book is strong on the
hislory of ,anclions lIS a policy in­
strumem, lis lOne is dispassionate, 11
"'15 thi. coumry in the context of
international lrade and finance ""d
looks aI, e.g. 'The Changing COStS
and Benefits of Doing Ru.;ness ... ilh
South Africa', 11 examines the im_
pacl of sanctions to date and a<ks,
'What Next?' II CiUTieS lhe ~adcr

forward lhrough a weallh of u",ful
delail, umilthe final page is reached
...he:re t/le author spells 001 lhe: vi....
lh.l loanclions are producing almost
...holly ....g.tive results,
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of~ b1xk businc:umen of Nafcoo:
(Nariorlal An;",ar1~ 0Ianl·
bcBoICoo,wtc.«}, lIade lJnions Md
potilical puIlpl. opccially Ibe AN<:.
Much-quooed IlM bcm hr:r __
It.- 'fi'l'llW",ly"" publif 1dlttllIlIm

of panidpanu i" this debote differ
from their private. (}ff·the-record ....
_~1S.~aIIoe tnar'iy propk f",,1
ctIItWait'kd f..,.,. Ayi"ll publifly
whallhey lIIink·.

Ho- an AJO<'liefts _"l III impaott
... poIi'b~ Mow Ila,~ Ihrr af­
fmed thr SooIth ...,.....n oronomr
IIntil now, and an .'0 ClII1C11I.t~

lhelr flllll .... lml"'rl?

~ '!'*"'lions pem'kale "., U,*",
boot. In o.apc.r 6 (''''''"ics,
Propocanda and the Aims of
lto1arioll') ~ ~UftUI'n "'" tbomJ
of pro.sanctioM authun. !Or o~·

ompll:. !ha .an<:lion ill '",inf""",
blark buJainina po , like ocher
claims by sperial plea<le'" on bl>th
-.ides. thi. one i. 'neilher ablurd IIOf

""If....vident·. Diocuuion it compIi­
c:aotd. $I>< poinlo out. not OftIy by ~
'""'"'v......,. cl l"OP'IaIditu buI
abo by "'" coaflictint r'ff' ,c.IQ
of ....., anaJyou.. I....... """" chap­
Itn !he Ioob ar ohe eronomif and
then lhe political imP""'. ondina ...illl
the .erdic, already menli<>ned ("..
• !><we},

Rea<ien .oo..1d eoMlIll • nwnber
cl1Ile arnelts ......adenhip buI !he
tq Ill" nRonaId 8nhIdcm', 'Hi&'>
SUlcs·. Hil1hmlt ,.Ihal 'hope' for
'South Africa'~ Third World
popuJ~ion·.•'hil;h 1$ largely blacl<.
lie1 m 'rortIinuoed «onomi<: !VO"'th·
and thi' 'depend. on rapilal
IoIXllmlllaliOfl', i.e. precisely ...hat i.
oInMeoa:d by !he sanrtion«'rs. A
hoIl cl 0IheI" ......_ ,nay b.-wildn
radon ...110 IIliU n«d .. ~ ron­
.iIl«d IbM subsUnliaI iIr<esImeN
..ill mljlO'<Ott blacks. ma;IW1IIC

mliscribllli..., '""""" and so fonll.
Read also he",: 'The An of
Empowerment' by lohn Kane·B..•
man; 'Hrlle5 Ri';",' by Roben
Scbri",: Rayn'lOfld PanonI' 'A R;w,a
T...• • Irtides ,,'hich abo help ill
..-n,. !he DUI qoc:ion..

c...1d 'busiMSl' .. more to id_
ftufntt JO'ttn",.." policy, pn>­
_~Md ..... tM
• ..me-lidt~

Upron brit:Ry o~plon:, 'The 1.1­
lilude, aOO Po...... of Bllsiness·. con·
cluding tMt ·rapil.illis.. h..'e 10..
inflllCOCe than i. M5Umed·. Referrina
10 Ibe disinW$lmtnt side of sanction>,
>he aDlIdo:s 10 Ibe fan IhaII Iou of
caoflCienDe baI purrtpll'd /oWIbk ill·
-..... outflows [NB: Eno.n. p.!4~
la .. ~,. ..id< !he me. •
~..... kador's vie... """ .........
dency of .......OIIS ;"v_ lO ••o;cI
the ri'ks whi<:h 'enm,pru,".",hip
and job cn:arina aeti.ioo· .onerally
irwolw: m.eans tlw 'Internal disin­
w:wne.. p<llIa a • ..,.,. da.,..- ..
paenl 119861 "'"'" ulardl
~""""*,,,,'.

In~.!he~ Sdni'"
and K......fkrman artidea """"y. Stt
.1", 'Seizin, Ibe 1>1"""",,,'. an inler'
.iew ...ith Ga.in Reny. chairman of
the Anglo """"""an Corporation •
al!hlJllah ..1\aI enligtumod~
........ and ........ comes 0IIl PIOn:

.....y Ihan _y aa.ioe .....haI t:hn
_ ... Md~lI>do.. In'Prk
... yuur Troubles' DIIncan ltlr"ln
provides .. ;1lICn:>lina! oval"",ion of
Ibe "'ay in which Ibe dis;n.es«n
have actually beha"Od. 'AlthoIIgb the
local "'hi", bl&sin«' _101" has ....
doubIedty beo:rl .... major bmeflC'i3ry
at diJimieo.lnlellt so far. ir COIIId 1OIl'll
_ 10 be 00IneIhi,. of a p)'Trlli<:
nctory the ionIC' lam'. he says..
'[)nm"l 11 to ?cm' by SberyI
lWne d<ui. "'" ...indinl doom of
COI'JlOnle JOCial ~"bili.y pTO­
&JWIltneS since .....lillnS and di ..
;""eslment bepn 10 bile.

Is t~ a lap lIoet_ llw theory... ,...,iot cI ..~ Iro dl'm·
.........~ Wllall....... lhr._
10 'hiI ..... OIhrr ...,-.;..... qtI&

liDM mliJ' be, ...,~ .netloAs •
_ntum of their o"'ll~

Some ............ may be fOlllld in Lip­
Ion and l..udenllip. LipIOrl .-... ad·
diliorlal lIOIIftlOS for~ ....l!h ....
-"(or II>lft. 0

The sanctions
Debate
and the Black Sash

Ordinary South Africans
cunnot tral'tl Ol'aStas withow
bting qutstiontd (lOOutthtir
l'i~'s on J"Qnc,iO/U ami
disim·tSI,""",_ ForSllttfUI
D""calf. ,,'110 is a
lIict'·prtsidtnl of tht South
African Council afChurchts
and widely idtntifitd os a
farmtr National Prtsidtnt of
tilt Block Siuh, ;1!wS bttn
imptrati,'t 10 prtYnf a
rt(lS()lltd and COIISislt,,'
rtspmut. Abbrr'l'iOlro (ami
somtlimts inaccurattJ
accounts ofher I'ino's haw'
caused some deoote at home
and so "'t puhlish tltem htrt.
Sht maA:ts the follQ'M'i"g
poinlS:

1. The South African Coo""il cl
Ch.rche, has call<d for comprtMn­
swo .an<:,ion•.

2. l10e Slack SaM Iw IlOl made
arIy~ 001 .....'lio", becalltoe
u I••,,·c 110 ,_ mind "" lhe
i........'hich i irtdicalia' of how
diff""'lt the SIIbject iL

3. I Jkl'lOOlally w""ld '.1JPOI1 lhe
call for fOm"",hen.;ve mandato<y
sanctionI ,r I thoIIPI lbey ........,
polilically pouiblt in~ rotnetable
f....... If So.dI Africa .....,.. 10 be
IUAlIy iIIolaIed by ...cry ..-.cry ill
ohe world ..mlIiuneouslr. 1WlIcid
....ould probably nol ~ I (onni....

bull do i"OOI think that lhi, i, poMibIe.
I am nol thinking of the West he~.

We have all kind' of tnoding pan...",
......ide the Common...ullh, the

Eiaropean Cornnu\i,y, aod "'"
Unired SlIICS.
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4. 8«_ I do 00l: think rom·
pdlf:IIS'~C manlbtory~~

illllTle<lIMcly poMiblc I ha>'c wJCd
people la IlIlnt S1rMcg;catly aboul
1110: sancuons lllo:y can apply. I
belll'\"c lllo:y mu>! be carefully
clloscn la lIa~c ltoe mpimum and
mo>I rapid impact on lloc Soulh
African go"cmmenl '" llle fi~l placc
and on tile ,,'hilC e1ccloralC in lhe
se<:ond pla«. Afler a sar\Clio-n i~

imposcil il mu.l be can:full)'
monilOf'Cd 10 sce If il i. lOthic~ing lhe
desired cff«t.

5. I bellC>'c the disin\"t$uncnl carn·
paip Iw IlOl acl1lC>'cd any peKew·
able pollliul dTca and I ha>'c~
lhe COCIl Cola example 10 poW O\lt

dUI lhe rully cff«ti>'c Yllttion
",'OU1d ha\-c bcC"II If Colt "''IS

""Illdn""n from lhe South Afncan
madn. I ha~c ~od .... !he
....iohdra"''a! of the rompany had no
_ lhan a onc niglll ne""$ dfCC"l
and I lhint il a pily if people upend
resources of clICrgy on weh cam·
p:lig.ns ....Ilen llocn: is so moch else
llleycould focus on,

6. Financi~1 sanctions _m 10

produce lM moSl rapid and long lcrm
ICsuhs. When lM banl.s refused 10

roll O'o'cr lhe Soull! African loans in
1985 il ""AS only • m,.,\Cf of lCfI da)'S
befon: the Sum: Pnsidtnl .-ounted
l!1al IIle pass bws ...ould be repealed
and dUI cmzcmh,p would be IU­
ton:d 10 Ihosoc from ,,-horn il had b«fl
!MClI. The fllDl ~ been done and
the~ lw b«n PMtia'1) done.
and !he pIOtI:M IS Slill 01.... I
be-liC'.-c dIoI lhe Soo:O Afnc.t
widldn,,'" from Anjob and ..,..
p;on:nt Slncemy in 1cllU1i lhe Nami....
4J5 protnIlO ahtJld i:s caused by our
SCVCtl: babntc of pa)menlS pobltlllS,
In OIlier ....ords, lilt uansfer of fon:ign
rnoncy 10 Soulh Afm shooold be- a
major focus,

7, I Ihink lhe sports boycon has
bttn onc hundred ~n:cnl sllttessful
in lhal il has changed "'hile anill1dcs
in a ,,'ay "hith IlUlI<cs lhou<ands of
,,'hile Soulll Africans _ I'C<'C'pli\'c
10 polilintl change and Wl iI ~ lIQ'"

lk1;mnin.1O ha,~ pol"otal dfcos 1/1

!he U1l,ds 01 DaMr Cra>'C'Il and
<llIIo:B. H",,'C\'Cf I ha~c clooll:Jl<lIbou'
1110: cullural and IItlIdcmIC ~'s
because ,hey SCCft1 lO me lO be
messy. ~nd 10 Cui us off from new
lllougl1lS ,,-hich could 0f.'C" OUr
minds while lhey arrow in llle dn:g.
of 'wcstem ti~ilisa'ion', ,och as
frank Sinal,." Cl ~I coming '0 Sun
Cily.

8. I ha.'c lltcn against ,he coal
embargo because: ofthe Moumbiq<lt
millCwOflr.:crs ",110 are lhe fiDl 10 be
bid off ,,·hen lhe old I,bour inlcrt>i,'e
mmcS an: closoed and "'110.~
they an: f<nil" "'"raIl... ha,-c no

~.-........_--.,.,
~

A""'....' Cl USI'.SC'O ,'Ill I

righl of residtncc in Soull1 Afnca.
hcno-c>'Cf Iorog lhey Iuo~c ",'Oftod
1Icre. M> they ~ t1tponcd bllltk inlQ
,1IaI IIopc:Iess si'twion In Moum­
blqllC and do IIIIl c"Cf\ ha,-c tloc >'cry
limucd UncmpIo)'mmI l~
fwId bcndiu btcallM' the)' ate

fon:tp miJrl"lS .'110 are c,.t111dcd
flUll1 tloc Ulf Act.

I-fo,.lC_. aflCr • Jood (OlI~cn;a.

loon ,,·ill! Eddic fWlllr. lhe ANe
n:prescm:ui,~ in Aumal;" I lit·

knowledge .he poinl lluol rolll is onc
of OUr Tlllt}or carnc~ of fort'i¥n cur­
rency and 'halthe cmbar¥" is consis­
ICnt Wilh lhe allcmpl 10 tl'doce
foreign carnings, This is an c."",p1e
of lhe dilemma in which wc find
<>unci_cs wMn WC ~ con~inced of
lhe efficacy of sanclions as a """.
~iolcnl weapon for fortinl- clwlgcc
bul ha.,c lO fKt OIlr rcspon.iboli.y for
lhose ,,·110 "ill really ",ffer. imrncdi­
lItdy and ~rsonally, bttaUl"' 01 our

frit:\ ,r"
-~ •...

ov- -.•
D .' ~
0.' ..."

/;:':~"
Calls.

In til,S repnt. ,,-hm 5(NIltOilt
cluollen&cd me aboul a m)'tIlotal
bbtk rnodlcr ...hose fOllrl«d·)'car·
old is III tItlenlion. a~i"i if her
lIJffCl'in. tould be made ....orsoe by
sane.ions, J .. id i, could be if her
lhrec-ycar-old "-ere lO die of a mal·
nutrilion'rela,ed dil"'ase becausc lM
breadwinner had!osl his job. Suffer·
ing cannor be quantif",d, It is ab·
solu,c in tile Ion of a child "MIller
lhmugh delenli"" or ,hrough hnger
and only people ,,-110 l1a,-c IIIIl u­
pcnc~ i, can lalk 3OOu1 liS de,rec.

9. I tlI:aIlc"iC the righl of SouII1
Afrinn buslnessmen 10 10 around
the world oppowoJl' sancUOM be·
caw;c lhey will cause black llI1.

c-mplo)'me... They wen: lhe ones
,,'110 tau5ed OUr WUtlIIrII ,,,,employ·
menl In me fIN: pbcc ,,·tuth had
rexhed I lc>cl of lS'.l. before AIlt·

lions ""Ctl: Impmcd. In 1110: IN tcrl­

IUO)' mlne-ov.-ner.; devised lhe
homelands policy when lhey c",aled
'M reSCrvCS in order lO dcpri". blact
peopl. of lMir land and forte ,Mm
'0 work on lhe mi""" by ,h. imposi­
,ion of lUco, If lbey an: nOw <0

toOCcmcd aboul black uncmploy.
men" "'hy an: ,hey in>'cs,ing lheir
money in OIlocr coumncs III ","'cr lloc
,,'OfId~ 1 ...UC" ""'I thii ;i I
"onh",hilc foe... "tIcrc"cr South
African buSln=.cs "'" cstabllshinl
lhcmsc:h'es In odocr pIacc:s. h 5hou1d
be pmtClllCd.. and lIIi, aiM> m,,,hcs
!he ncecssaryclcrncnl of samrott for
lhe rowxry tl'fllstnJl' !he" In'"CSUTlt1'II.
.hido oqI11 kI be • p;lrt of all
non-.oolml: oornmiuncn•.

10. 1-fo,.'C\·cr iI is OOIIuue 11\:01 all
me <.Jl'I'OIlCnlS of """,.ions "'" pru.
apanl1cid. Some of lhosc who mo>I
_chemen,ly oppose sanclions h.~c

al;;o "'I'I"""d apanheid in 3 tom·
mined and s>trifiti31 way for y.a"
and )'Clrs,

11, I lhmk 'M ban on landini
righlS for ,iN-ays is ucc:llen, and J
lhinklhc people's sancrions sudl as
the boyooIl.l of Soull! Afntan flUll
"'" >~ry ,ClOd. lllcy do _ I\a1Ic
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J2.

m..:h fi..-:oaI tlTta~ lb<y
..., ~a,ily aV<Jided by!liUll:lion> bu,,·
,ng lechniq.... bul lhey :on: ;nyal,,·
ablt a. y~h",1es f.. ",i,in. lhe ~y~1

of .",are",," and ,nformalion in ,he
clccloral~' of ",he, COllntll~',

om ~ 10 rho:
.. uhdno.....1 of diplomalic repre.
_101I bcau<c lhme """ice:s an:
,n.aJuabk ,n am,n, >OIIf'od ,nforma­

1101I "'" of J!Io< rounuy bul suctI
.. ntldno..lIl could he 0/ ",.,,,,'''' in>-

~ at 1100 end ..hen ..-~ 1""..,
IUChcd ltwo poinI "'hm: a drwnalic
lhnn.l """Id pusII 1100 ..-bol< riling
0"". I .... in ra.our of ,two kind of
SjlCCirlCany l"'i.ne<! .anc1ion, .""h
as Ihrea" by Europe in re,,,,,,, .. IQ

lhe fund rai,ing le,;.I>li"" earli«
lhi. ye .

13 for !he ruw,l'flI' of d,f·
f~n:nl "Y" of blld; opinlOll on
laid"'" I ..... 1100 Scblcmmer and
Olt... ones • namplcs.~

Schlemmcr and Mart O!t.m hold
YCf}' d,ff...,... y.....'. on sanc-nonI.

80Ih of 1bom ('(lIIo(IoIC1td su""Y' of
opinion in black urNn romm ..nilies
counlry.. ide. Bolh su""'y. come oul
with remarl<ably ,imilar I'\",ul'$,
within a p"",cn'age 0< t..,o. l1Ic
reSUll'i shovo'e<! 24% cnlil'\"ly in
favour of sanction•. 25% ",&in>! and
~ I 'I, in rho: middle in fa.our of unc·
lions ~ided dlty do 110II c_ a
IoM 01 jobs.. ThaI JUlI "r&Jllishl' I.....­
difroculllhc subjccI i.. [J

A CORRESPONOHKE ON SANCTIONS

nr lIJItJ\or tf.-follm.tli, knrr ad·
rkeJNd 10 .siary BIU'I<NI. Na,.-I
P"sidtn,. Ita. ,JJt,J 10 ,,,,,,,,n
u_J""""_

I haYe re.igned regrelfully from ,he
Illark Sash. An inaclh'e .uppon•••
I'll not be missed 001 I am n:'''''lanI
10 ~a'.., ..;1bOIOt g"',ng n:a_.

For abooI "" )-ellS I have bttn
dI""""'-ecl by Ilw: Iac:~ of pr-...
by Sash apin>l oancI.... and Ilw:
dI~ camp&lpI- It ,,'011 be
Ioaod lhal SasIt IIas 110 pal..,. io db<
mallei'. In fac1 _ )'CID aco .....
Shcma Duncan ...... O.erez

, .­

p'''' tari, """",,,al of 11., campaip.
N« boi"l "" '>'Of)' lO'Oon

academic nor up 100 cloK 10 black
hardship Iik. 1100 eleflY but. as the
wIfe of an .nll.pro.....r. cloK to lhe
ha",h ",al;tie. of kccpinll a bu,i ......
.iable. I con"'" go along ,,'ith Sash'.
all,Hod... To creale and maimain job
Ol'l'"'unilie:s for .....~illcd black
peClpk in .oday·, llIlCCn.ain
cc-..ottic c1inwe IS .. diff....II ....... '
.....wdcr iI crinUnaI. ondced. un­
Chn<ban for pmnunmI people ...
.:all for~ or .......,Iy ... -.d
by and -... by Olll_ III lhc
doInIction of lhc SoutIl African
cc",..,,,. ~ dc>Iroycd il ,,-ill
tU.e <Iccadrs 10 n:k,nd~ and "'iIl
lhu. depriy. (patliculany black)
people of "",ploymem and ,he
pow., and dignily whkh Ihal lalx""
"""id gi,'elhnn.

Sa,b·. suol ....n SI""" again"
IlJl'"nheid and all it< a"rndont 1><lrron
IS undeniable. 8U1 rIIn ~ul
.."'" is radlcr li~e 11Uli"l lht

SymplOm< and Id lhe ....... The
boaom 10.... i. a yiable «onomy ID
,boofb our unsk.lled labour. rII" i,
ltwo ",al machinery to brinll abool
ch.anle and upliftmcnt I had hoped
lhal a $!lonl Slalrmenl 10 ,hi••ffm
mighl be 1tI.1o<le by Sn~; rI(II'IC has
been fonhcom;nl and thus it I(CmS

!hal Still a&=, ,,'ilh lhe campailn.
PIca<c do Id tmIfbl( 10 reply 10

"". kner_ As far as I am coo.,cuoc:d.
lhad 10 1fY 10 maU \hi. poont before
Iai&n"'l and do 110II ..-tJh 10 lale iI

""""'.

lhanl< you for your lcuer of
I AUlu,," giYi.., me your ICa<ons for
rniln;nl ffOOl Ilw: 8lack S..... I dis­
cu.sed i, wi,h «her mcmne,,, or lhl;
Nallonal becu,ive and wc Ihink it i.
imponanl to n:ply.

The questions which you rai... ore
loCfiooa, "'"" ,,'hich hay. often been
COIlJidcm:I by Ilw: 8lact SdI_ The..,
an: many compk. i..-s "'" face. of
..'1IocII YnCtiom iI only onc. and ....,
d~ Ihcm ohm. 5ornctJmo::o ....,
.. n:acb .,...,....... "'y on "'" f....
d.. me.., ..., f'O"'~ arpmmlS
arod strongly held vfle......hictl ...,
\'01><1 e\"" .. ben !hey conflict wilh---Then: are those. like you. who
wi'>b to I(C an ~nd '0 apanheid and
hel",'e ,hi. """Id ne, achie'·cd by aproc... of eyolutionary chang.
wnicll "'QUid rI(ll dcSlroy thl;
ccooomy but would lead to gn:aler
cmplo)'menl arod proIperily f« all.
Then: are 00.... ..'''0 ne,1iev<: lhal

1IIIlno!be Sou!h African 10.«..........
i. futttd by .c",.."ic and puli'ical
~rn IQ ""C1"S(;1$ palidn then:
,,-m ne, .""h "ar and <lcyaslalion that
;rreporable hllm ..""Id ne, done "'"
only to Iht: crormmy bul '0 the
...hole f.hric of Soulh African
society.

W. 1<00... lhal thc>e ,ie..'. an:
honc>lIy held. and 1haI e...n ..'h;~
Ilw:yare at\~ Ilw:y rornc from
a _ dcocmoinaIlOtI 10 I(C

...dud and injuslic't IJn:louPIIOMI

""-
"JlIos( of ........ _ as repre­

Joe-.yn of dIt 8..,t SaslI do __
be<l1O Idlca Ilw: coonpIc.;ly of suctI
yie.... Wc know lhal "'" ... ""'"'
fonu..... than many other South
Africans in lIIat wc ha.e tloo ,~e
and lhe fn:edorn to <lcbal. ,hem. Our
primary ,oal ",main, unchanged: to
work for a sociely in which all will
have equal rights 10 pankipate in
lo.emmrnt. ,n ded,ion·makinlo
and in lIC"C"!;flI and lIIwinJ tbc
..ullll lhal South Atria IIas lOoffer.

Wc are 110II scckinl 10 ".,.,...a.
you 10 willldn.w your tUi..,..n.:..
..""'" ...... clearly pr""......... by
5enOIO< dIoought. bul "'" """"Id like
you 10 know !bat ...., do 110II dasrnm
)'OOlf y~ .... n:prd Ihesc: issues
lightly. Wc ne,lie... lhal if is pan of
OUr l.trmlth 10 mcompllS< djYcn.ily
of opinion within our orpnisation.
and Iha, utht:r section. of our Il/Xiely
would benefit if lhey were 10 .n·
counge .imila. debal•.

TIlank)'<>U """" .",in for ""';li"8
IOme. [J



•mourning song
wendy woodward

We (Irt publishing Wendy Woodward's poem 10

mark the Federation ofSouth African Women's
focus on the plight ofwomen prisoners. 'Mourning
Song' was prompted by (Wo ne....spaper reports of
injustius meted QUI (0 women.

In May /987 the Wukly Mail reported that (] young
girl. Emity Patd, hod been $labINd to death in lhl!
bad ofa police \'On. Unable to pay (] R20
admission ofguilt fine for disturbing the peau in
,he sqUOlle.r camp near Bredosdorp where she fj"ed,
Emity had been ploct'd in lhe van with what 'he
Wtd'lyMail called 'hardmed criminals' - one 0/
whom stabbed her upeotedly with a scissors. This
man had a/ready killed his girlfriend and had $KIorn
to kill the next woman whom he saw.
In February 1988 the Cape Times told a/the many
women murdered in Kashmir by their new husbands
when theyfailed to receive the promised dowry from
the hride' sfamily. Often the woman is hurnl alld the
death is blamed on a stow that was knocked O\'er.

Fmily Palel,
your dowry was ronlncted
in the lMct of !hose vans
10 Ca\tdon and Kashmir

Found 10 be laeling
you "'fte bealen
by primus $IOVf$

that cooked the C'venina cbi
SIC'IO"al the po(jktos
and boiled milt for the baby
you didn"ltave lime 10 coneeive

BUI )'OUT aunu and motl1a"5

ooted the Slain you kft (so
donlnlically C'a~less)

as you splayed I unlhinkingly
against
the sunbright yellow of the
prison van,

as you bin! f unceasingly
inlo lhe blackening Ooor
imo the din of Akbar's palace:
inlo rhe wheal ofeiradelled
farms
into lhe foumain~of Shalimar's_M
Pithed and gUlled
)'OUT sC"issorinl body
pressed, litC' Jasl $eUOI1'S

kaf
vC'ined,
on the yellow ...i~

And you died -
a fish OUI of its !an
gilJsbloodied
in the pm.ffined air
on the tJoor of thoi$.e vam

WC' ~member you-

We mourn yourlkalhs
From Bredasdorp 10 Srinigar.

We have noted lhe Stains.

W"",,, Ill_I,.. E.q~"--..-. tIo<
u.....""oftlo< 11'".... C.,.



south africa's growing
'informal sector'
wolfgang h. thomas

'Informal sector' is probably the most prel'alent ecof/omic buzz-phrase
ofthe moment. What does Ihe term mean? How significant is the
informal sector in 0111' (fay-to-day economic life andfor SOll/h Africa's
tran.iformationfrom a dualistic 'First World I'S Third World' economic
model to an integraled semi-developed economy?

/<i'MM IM.,trial
Park/m,
II'i'l«lJt wa5
u,ubli,Md "" a
'lro"',h ""'",.
100 *'" No"h of
D.,ban in K..",
llll• .J TM <<<...
ill","o". ,I«
for""'/!
i'ljorma[."rrar
in'u!"u lUuribt-d
in ,lit arli~k.

L
ik~ all buzz-words. ';nfQm1al sector'
meano diffe",nt thing. to diff.",nt people.

Televi'ion viewers may visualise street hawkers
or fl•• ma"'ets; eSlablished dealers think of (I'll:

'unfair competition' of side walk lnlders. Many
people consider the informal seclor somebow
'illegal" ••h.been., unlicensed l.(l.<is, and back·
yard panelbealers operaling wilhoot municipal
p"nnission. Many white. equate lhe informal
sector with black business in ge"",,,1 0<. more
narrowly. African e<;ooomic enterprise in or
around the townships.

All Ilk:'" examples - and a lot more· fall within
the broad spectrum of !he informal sector. All
aclivities which fall outside the fOllTlal nel of
registered. laxed. licensed. Sl.(lliSlically docu·
mented and approprialely zoned bus;ne..
enterprises comprise tile informal seclor.

One can distinguish two broad components
of Ihe informal sector: acti,il~s within the
'Third World" segmenl of O\Ir society - amongst
township dwellers and in the rural areas· and
lhose wilhin the 'Fim World' (middle. and
upper-il\Come) segment.



32 Moll D"''-r 19M

a dQur look 01

rht hundrtds
ofblack·
tnlrtprtnturs
rtl·ta/s rhot
mostoflhtm
slarttd 'smoll'

Toil'" "'lA M'!fi'
"-".1--

In the 'Thlrd World'

'Third WQrid' infonnal-S«1Or aetivi'in rom·
pri~ 1"'0 in.er_~la.td groups: lite loO<alled
'l\lfVi"al ~lit"'tliC""". and proJJa't'mbr)onic
~~....urs. TM formu mcomptiS lite un­
employed ..110 lIn: look". f.. ~,1IbrempIo)­
_. bu. are mean..tu.. ikp:lodt:'lI on matln,
I h"'''I througll ·~If-anploymml·. This clasi
of 'enlitpo"kOlU"I' co..,tn ...'. ~. from
pic:kpockns. dru~ pnIlan.. p'm~ and rnDI'ItY
dtalen 10 priv»t w,i-<!riv=. ""..Un.~
ovo-..m.• .n.d< buildtn. S«ORd-hand clcthin,
vmdon;. tU:.

Whilt lIw: •......i'·.. mhqu,iClll'S' are uyin,
10 cam. minimum incoIDt for......., UIS~.
the 0Ihn group is w..in. an .nitLll busine" SlqI

en mule 10 • IlIJrr. rroore tUcrl"'~ and tif
nr:cn.-yl formalised (laxtd.littnsed. proprrty
~ltd. ilatiSiically ~gistrml) busi­
ness. An cumple i. lite person ",110 StanS
~lIin•• few groceries from lilt llomesllack 10
nexl-door nelghbou",. hofI;ng .0 optn • small
gcneral dealer '0II1]tt' illId ..,tnlually own or
run a 'prope, shop' in ••hoppinl ctnlre.

Empirical cvidenct sho",. lhal Vtry ftw of
lhe survival cnlrtprtneur:s Stan prQptr busi­
nesses or mdt suffidtnt ""I profil 10 be
rtlarded IS SI":,:<"f,,,1 tnlre~neu .... Ytl.•
closer kK* .1 the hundrtds of b1atk
tnlre~neu", reve.1s thal mosl of lhtm SlJlrltd
'$lTlaIl'. Lt. indistinguishable from lIor first

talt'ory.
In • toWIDy "'litre formal·wc.or. captal·in.

.....ive employmen. opponun,.in JI'O'" slovo Iy.

il is .-nlial lIIal :ut incrus,ng shart of ...'"
jobs is =altd and malnlalned ,n the Informal
stCIOf. This rai..... t1lOSI ornpon;tnl queslIon:
how can ;nformal·stC1Ol' jOb c""lion be tn­
~ and sumul.led lltrouJlt appropriate
public· and pnva""_ suppon? Some u­
p:ricnce Ita5 been Pined In -"'1 ycan - <-,.
through lIw: mlnl'loan ~htmt of lIw: Small
BLbilltSS o..Vtlopntnt (;orpom>on. ninin,
pmgrammt:I offtfftl by bu!>tl'ltS' Imtitutions.
~ ID co-optnIt"'t Y<:n!1lfn and martt!_
ing~ for Informal__ optRIOI'L BUl •

buJe tml< gm lin aIttad.

In the 'Fil'$t World'

h ;s also Importanl IQ oon<odtr Informal·sec\llf
activ;n.. ;n the 'FirSl World' St,,,,,,n. of our
O1ItCe..:lass Si031ifotd 5OC1t'y. Htrt apJn ...., can
diSlin~uM ''''0 ...att,orit" par1-limt. moon­
lighling and hobby_relaled activi,", (..hieh are
ofltn unllltd. unlictnstd. and home.based)
and tmbryonic tn~pn:neuria] ""Iiv;lit••imed
evcntually,l ...ablishlng a 'proper' business.

Clost obstrvali()l1 of this 03nge of informal_
.....lOr acrivilies reveal. un equally aSlonishing
divt",ily. 11 includes a multilude of recrealional.
sporHelaltd. ltllin;ngltuilion-orienlaltd. anis·
lic. bomr..:_. rtlall. ellcong and professional
st,....iccs Of letiv;.i... QJilt often people doubt
thal lhtse informal at.ivilin art silOliflC.m in
number or economic conlribulion - unli] on<

asb litem 10 list and mimllt .he ;nromt val...
of all such at';vilin k_n to llttm ,,'ithin their
0\1111 cirdt of relluY,," and clolt friends.

,

j
!
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Deregulation and Informal-SKlor growth

From W abo'oe. il >hook! be dur .. hy
·~,ul.aljon·__her «OnOItl>C b\I.a.\OVI'd.

.. 50 importanL R"I(I enf...umc:nl of
m...oc,pal. In, licrmi"l and other ~,ulallOM

and COIltroh dampem W de-'elopmml and u­
paAsoon ofml. compla panem of M'lf·...,l.-.:l.
...formal acu,-ities. MunICIpal prollibllinns lIII
buslnew ....,.I/~ on ralda'll1il1 prenusn.. for
uarnple,:ore not moIIl>'lIIed b)llhe nml for JDb
CTQIIon. S"";lar!y. ..,..tsed.. c:subllshed busI·
IIeSSe!o 1haIl rompbill aInaI .". '""faIr" oompm­
IIlIII of ha..'ler!; III front of lhc:..~ ate ellhc:f
selfilJl or iIl-illf<Amed aboullhc: ,nlC.'fXl_ be­
,"un formal and informal busmesses. 11..~
......'ns. "eCC\llble and pvcuy ckakn haV<'
kamed mal ......·ken in flOOll of the.. >hops K­
lu.ally allraC\ cu~rs onc! oon\tIIUle hOCrM"'C
..'hok:s.Ik CliCnlS.)

Bccausc of llle dillocul'y of lCCur3lely oon­
~ualisin! 'informal "",,'or' IClivllIC. and dllC
10 (lie unUcTSlandabk: c1u.,,·clICn of the..,
operlilors when it comes to the documcntation
of their {UntO,cr.•OSl>. ()I" profit•. c,limatc. of
the ;nformal sector's ovc",1I rontributioo to
South Africa's Gm.. Domestic ProdUCt (or
National Income, bolh ronccpls measuring ag­
gKg3tC ecooomic aclivity) ",nge from Frtt
MarkCl Foundalion diKC1Ol" Lcon l.ouw·s ",'ild
glle'" nf 6O'J, on tup uf mc:asun:d GDP III no
provision at all by W presli,iou.. S.A. Re..ervc
8an1: in its 'llffocial' GDP swiSlK:\ (..-ilhoul
cvcn a fOlllnOtC ronccdin, the ~b1lny llIal
~ fi.u=; mi"'t ududc 'informal seelOt'
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production).
Tll 1.-1 a fcd fot the n:lal ..e .,~e of m.

informal occtor "'~ >hoold loot at I number of
measurancnlS. """" of .. hocfl rn'cal. the full

pie.."".
In 1P:nm of nHllribulion le IM lOOP ;1
_ safe 10 ..ut dw aboul c'lh! per cent

>hooId be added 10 lite offICial GOf' fi,wa
lO accourtIl fully for 'First Wodd' IIIformal­
IiC<1Or activlllt'I (oomt of ..hoclt undoubwdly
ate inc:ludiod m .". otfonal fiJIIf'CS) and
..1OIht, 12'lo for 'Thud World' ,nformal-KC_

lOt ac!tvlllcs. Pcn:enuae> ''''ice as hi'" h.nc
bttn mentl<lnlOd. bioi 11 ,~ lil.ely rhal Ihese
rd.-l 10 lllo YIldmutemenI of lhe GOP
(..1oidt also relates 10 fonnal-_ at·
livitit:ol rather lhan lite ",formal SCCI<l( only.
NC"crlhde•• m. ~ I> ITIllSI C'Cnainly •
oonservat,.,c c.llmatc.
Wilh respecI lO emplollMnl il ..,.,ms
n:"SOnablc lO .....me Iha! It kwaboul four
million of lhe .i~ million prople unac­
counled for in funnal employmc:nl ....tiSlic•.
but pari of the labour force. an: invol,ed in
pan-ti"",. Icmporary.•flcr_hour or cvcn full_
lime infonnal,scclllr IICli,ilics. In addilion.
probably aOOlhcr one or ''''·0 million of lhe
e;ghl mil;;oo employed aK morc or Icss
~gularly en!aged III some """,·formal
.ideli"" acli.ily ot supplementary earnings.
Thu•. 0011 of a lotal adult JlllPIIlalion liS
ye"'" and older) of 21 mlllloo, IlnM .i~ mil·
lion a~ likely 10 be 'Involved' in this sect....

h is often f"'loom thal 'nformal·.......... ac­
livities tan also to.llribule SliJI,rocanlly 10

" '''"'IU~IP f<J<>d
.rall 1""141
'~""'g~ uff
nttpI",-~,
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...dUt to
informal.stetor
grQ....th. il is
most probably
not trut /hat pu
CQpitQ GDP
dtcli~din
SoulhA/rkQ
during Iht 1980s.

I"" capital formaliur! proc:us. fQr example,
shack building in urban and rural '5lIU~lle,'

arus comprises an ~yeraar prr JJlack of al
lrasl RI 000 in c3pilal....... of ..-lIicll is "'P'
plied by eilhrr lhr SUIe or fonnal.scclOr
filWlCw insliIlIlions.. Thus. lhe lOO 00l)..0dd

squatter shacks em:1td in ~~In' C.
Town dunng1l're pow X"en yan ronsti~

a apilaI inv=menl of aI Iasl; RlOO million
(achJding blrr upgndilll as wrll as fumi·
1= and .-brr mon: dlll'lbk consumrr->In some subscc:I<n of lhr economy - litr
ohrbeens, 1nis. .......'trrs. and \O'Oo·m.hip
mcnry-lending _ infonnal-_ ullujWioes
ronstilult lI\e bulk ofes.ublishmulIs.

A funheT crucial poinl lbool lhe rrlal"~ si,.
niflClnCe of !he' informal _ dlallrn~

much of 1I're conyenllonal ....isdom aboul Soulh
Africa', alle~ orar·ul'O ecouomk growlh
rale. Wilh I"" rapid illCrrase in African ur·
banisalion (<it facto urtwliSllion has reachW
55% amongst Africans. 1IQI....;thit~nding CenSuS
f'gurrs of le.. lhan 40%/, ~nd the 'deepening'
of urban economic growth amongsl all races,
lhe infonnal srclor aclually illCrea~ dis­
proportionately f~'1 during lhe paSI five yea~.

Since linle of lhis KClor', contribulion 10 the
COP is me;lSurrd in offici.l ~I'li~lics, dw:
higher 101.1 shan: implies. signiflC.mly higher
annual growlh rale in !he COP - IrS muc:llas one
or lwo pr' ""Ill: higher. ThllS, d"'" 10 informal­
_ gro....th. it i, mosl prob;Ibly IlOl tnIr Wl
peT capita GOP declined in Soulh Afm durinl
the 19l1Os.

The lonnall inlonnal-se<:tor Inlert_

Thm: an: !WO oecminpy C1IOIlrlIlIinor yil:ws of
1I're mk and signif>eantt of !he informal _.

Critics on 1I're prorrusiye le" hllve for a lone
lime retarded lI\e black ('Third WoOd') infor­
mal _ IS liltle ""'"' than I 'putiuic' " ..y
in "hid> the ~'ftl (e:- thoo$e liYin, below
subsistrntt levels because of the inequity of tile
capitali~ syslem) kOt:p al,ve. It is qurd that
these mar-ginalised pseudo-eOOejWeOleUrs ha~

neilheT the capilli. 1r,now·1row. COrIlICU or busi­
nesS experience to grow beyond mere •........iyal'
income g~ner31ion. On lhe ocher hand.
capilllim are Sttn la 'use' this sec1e:- 10
produce ,rods .1 Io"'e' priceli, .bloOl'b srrood·
rllle lloods from lhe formal sr<;IQr and maintain
• sux:t of surplus labour, Thus, lhe infonn~l

sector is "'garded as highly dependen! on lhe
form~1 seclor and powerless yis·~-vis the lall~r­

a relalionship of capilali>l ~~ploitalion.
Free marl<~IOt:rs hold a sharply conlnlSlln,

view of lhe inform.1 KCIOr. They tn:IIV1:l II
....hal lhry see as the highly compeliliYe and
dynan'lic training field for more formal

enlerptles. Iksidrs, lhroulh lhe rrsourceful­
orss and adaptabilily of lhese ope..t.... un_
emplo)mem is reduced if toOl eliminated
allOJUhrr. Th.... propIe .will without I job an:
auumed 10 be 'voluntarily~'.

The informal _ is also of~n SU11 as •
lUdul counltr 10 the ......prnolIft from tndr
unions. 10 " ..oopotistic w:nde..cies by IIr'Itt
enteqJriscs and IU inllauorwy prrs.swns caused
b)' mm, COSIS 0( business prnrri~ riPl
~Iations and h'lll business~ In
short. some piopooW:illS see 1I're informal sect«
IS lM f.,..". that t:OIrld tnr"O,form South
Africa's .........1 post..:'Olonial Ot:unllt"y into I
yibnnt TaiYI'IQ_ e:- SoutIl Kl;ftl-Iypt' dr~1op­
inl«lIt....)'.

lbesoe [YoU "hoots. even if not quite SO

e~ueme. seem difflCUl1 10 r«ancile. Neyerthe­
Ie.ss, il is pi>SSiblc 10 do SO if "'~ laJ,;e accounl of
day.to-day developmenlS and COrIlradk'tions at
lhe fonnal/infonnal-scclor business imerface.

An)'OrIe who has visiled Africln squaner
srnlements i' easHy convinced of lI\e
'Lumpenprolet~riat' e~planalion of the ;nfonnaJ
srClor. Rows of hawkers try 10 eke out a liYing
by srtling some fruil or vegelables. Yel, once
one tak~l' closer 1001: and pierces through lhe
networks of personal and busintSli rel.l;on­
ships. it be«'mu clear llull lhe turnover of
indiyidual 'enterprise' i' often hig""r than
would be exp«led, tJlat performance diffen
widely hum one business 10 the nexl and lhrrr
is I compk;< and often inlClUiye Iearninl and
gJOYI·lh CUl'\'e.

"The oulCOrhr of lhesoe processa can be seen
in 1I're dramlUc tnftSfonnarion of, amongst
Olhen. the black 1nL .."..".. counetic and
haircare,~ ...."·kinl and clocll:hint
secIOn, all of ,,'lIicll offer uampIes of
enaepou...un ,,·Ilo ha.~ llYeroorne small begin·
ninp and alrnoa irrsumrounllble Dbwcles.

nu. 1<0"'111 ... 10 a lar&e exlCN. lI\e mill! of
lI\e expansion of lI\e IO'Iomilip «lIt.."ies.
,,'hrrr tile black informal sectOr ..... so far bot:n
prcuaed from 'unfli,' competilion by larze
5llpermodeu, factory Sl"",, and Olhrr outIeu..
The boycom of ,,·hire businc:s.ses bet"·Ot:n 1984
and 1986 actually assisled lhe !O""nships in I
quantum leap of 'inward &:<owllI'. Since then
the process ha. become much tnOI'1: di>'enifled:

With gre.l.... calm in lhe lown,hlps large
while-<l....ned wholeSllk~ and other
enterprisrs a", keen and have succeeded in
roocluding business deals wilh lownship
entrrp"'orurs:

• lhe consolidatiOl'l of the urban senlemem
proc:e.. and lhree yUrli or mild <'COftOO'lic
boom have OOosled black spending· much
of il inside 110:: lo....nships:
trade "nlon pressures on .....&:C Iev~15 have
given impetus to bil businr..' orarch fe:-



the structure
ofSoll/h
African
business is
110'" changillg
dramatically

block mb-controctors willing to ,upply int..·
mediate production services:

• the franchise system of establishing branches
or outlets inside black townships - with
black management. has caught on in a big
way:
bigger companies are getting interested in
selling off some of their activities (like
delivery ",rvices) to black staff, w!>om they
treat as independent entrepreneurs;
with the rapid increase in black matriculams
and a variety of post_matric training, the
range of black people able and willing to un­
dertake emrepreneurial funclions i. increas­
ing rapidly;
al11lO<t every month new block business in·
tereSt group. are established, contributing to
a change in the image and leverage of block
enterprise· until recemly the 'Cinderella'
and 'Uncle Tom' of the black political
IXonomy • and makillJ! people much more
aware of opportunities in this field:
effons to slJengthen the informal ",ctor.
train its panicipanlS and e~pand the interoc·
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tion with the formal sector"", also increas_
ing rapidly, with lnltitutions like SBOC. Get
Ahead and Get Up. company_specifIC
projects and broader training effons sup·
plementing each OIher.

What does all this mean? Undoubledly fonnal­
sector bu,iness still commis the bulk of all
economic activity in South Africa. Yet, with
more than SO% of all (measured and estimated)
consumer spending passing through black
hands. the ,tructure of South African busine.ls
is now changing dramatically_ The informal
=tor is an imponanl factor in this transforma·
tion and it' growing strength is playing an im·
portant role in black/white economic relalions.

Till very recently critical observers of the
black soci<>-political scene in South Africa
considered the trade union n""'enleRt (and the
clergy) as vinllally the only signiflCam
grassrool foree(s) reshaping the black/white
interface of power. With the growth Qf the
black informal seemr and it'i intricate link with
lhe fmmaJ business seetor thi, perceplion may
be in needQf",,·ision. 0

co-operatives
Research i. ~urrently being un­

dertak~n at the Inilitute of S<>­
eial and &onornic Research at
Rhodes Univenity lnm the co­
openllive m<;>del as a means mward,
social and economic ~mpo'N<'rmem.

According m the ",searcher. NeaI
ltarran. the work _10 m answer.
number of questiom .boot c<>­
<JPerariv....

The fint of these asks. quite
simply, whal • co-openrive is. In
South Africa. the tenn ha. been
u!ied to explain practically any ac­
tivity in which people gel together
and make something - a definition
which is not eminly accumte. The
research .im. 10 arrive at a J1'lOl'C

concrete explanation of the t~nn.

Secondly. SQ-Called co-operatives
have too an alarming rC«Ifd of
faHllIl' in Sooth Africa. The work
hopes to idenlify what the major
pn>blem areas &tt, and suggest waYI
of ov~n:omingthem.

Thirdly, a distinction needs to be
made betwcal the different kinds of
co-operali~ thal ~xisl, .. some

types hue proved more luccessful
than others. Producer co-ope",tives.
for ~xample, involve a group of
people wOO produce items, such as a.
",wing co-operativ~ thal mak~s

dresses. Many difflCUllies have
been experienced in selling up this
kind of venlUre. Consumer co­
<JPeralives have generally bec1I more
successful. For example. I group of
people may gel together and decide
what basic foodstuffs they are going
m need fOf a certain period of time.
Each member contribute' • given
amount, and the group is able 10 buy
what they need in bulk, al very low
prices. Service w-operatives aJS()
e.ist. A group may set up a baby­
,illing service Of undeTUk~ shop­
ping or gardening for OR" another.
Worker co-operatives aim to g.ther
unemployed people lO~ther, m
pllOl their resources and attempt 10

find jubs for as many of their ""'m­
belli a, possible. HOUlIing eo-opera_
lives. which are ~ in South
Africa, involve people joining
together 10 buy a house or large

building in which they live com­
munally. There are also house­
buildillJ! co-operativea whe", a
group pool, together 10 build houses
for its memben.

The phiklsophy behind co-opera­
lives i, one of mlllual aid. The aim
is IQ develop a C<>-<lpcTative com­
munity spirit. Co-operative
philo$Qphy hall much m ofTer corn­
munit~s, nOI only from an
economic point of view, bul also in
tenns of community empo'N<'nnent
and co-operation.

The reoean::h i. m be accessibly
recorded and i. intended for~ by
poIIpI interested in forming w­
opetatives. The re:'>eJlrCber will also
produ« a manual which will int«>­
duce people to what a e<>-Operative
is, the problems they &tt likely to
encounter wllen selling one up. and
a series of e~ereise. on bow beSJ m
ovcroome these problems. The re­
search findin" and the manual will
be av.ilable early ne~tyur. a

NWCalt(J~O

• "'~ pla~ to "',,~ ",a", <>11 ro-apna{j\~1 m rh. ~ur ,..,w ofSloSH.
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analysing
south africa's
survival
(a decade on...)

/n this straighr·tolking inten·i~w. R.W.
lohnson. best knOlnr ill SOlllh Africa for his
book How Long Will South Africa
Sl/rVil'e? offers his assessment ofClIrrl'lII
South African politics. Born and edllcattd in
Durban before leaving 5011111 Africa inllle
/960s. Johnsoll is now a fellow of
Magdalene College, Oxford, and IlIe all/hor
ofbooks on a diverse range of topics.
Heather Hughes. a lect"rer ill/he
Department ofAfrican Srudies af rhe
Ullirersiry ofNatal. interviewed him during
o reeem stay in South Africa os a SI/e.ff of
Ihe StlIdent Visiting Lecturers Trust Fund.

HH: Ptmaps 1100 flnlllUns 10 tiL you ...-auld ~
... )'011 C'OMIder 10 be 1100 _ imp:wunl ""k·
Aone5 aIon, lilt ..;;ay 10 "lIl1flQN dIan&e on
Soulh Arnca lirn 1100 ~oon 0( HO'IO'~
"./1 Soot/It Afnra S"n".,.' . If you mink Ihne
ha~e benl any.

II:WJ: Ilhink lhe legalisalion of lrade unio", has
certainly made a big diffortnce in crtaling I

,,·hole nc:w con'lellalion of fon:Cli ,,·hich didn',
.,i" bef~ You could I" I/lrough li.un, lIWIy
of 1100 ICh~ of 1100 80lha reform
IW~.'''''''' . The abolition of .... I....,.,.,.)ily Aa
and .., .... W1'uk I oIw'c "t\aI I We 10 be Tllc
Sa!.b poinl of new mal .... morm~ If

Slill very~ and 1I1JN.I lhinl you ha•..,
10 uy lhal lhr 80lha ~odmcyha ocen a ..1TOle
~ of '/llnp happen "hICh none of lrS

predicTed. We ....ouldn·' ha~. lOll il righ' ifwe'd
been fOlll:Cd 10 pre<.liel in 1978 "'hal he ",a. going
In do in lhe len ye..... 10 come. I Ihink people on
lhe Itfl ....ould ha~e been loo pessimi'lic. BUIThe
rising of 1984 to 1986 Iw to be rtally al !he
een~ of it all. beau5c df=>pIle lhr facT tIw quN:
a lot 0( SO<aIIcd reform had tal:en pbce. il '....s •
uUlluod.."" domommlion thII iT ..-as nudlina
lile ......p. '-kfto>'er. all .... diff_ eITern of
1984 '" 1986· .... oollapoc of die Cl.Irrmcy. __
lion< and SO on - mean That ..... IllWisinl .uds OUI
.. lhc !l;I&W single bndmarI<. 11 is.ull e,eninl
pre..ure now • ,ha, is ..·1\a1 is geni"g Soulh
Africa ou, of Angol~ and Namibi~.

1111: Would yOll say That ""', UpslllJ!C of rtsi"
lanCe ha!; benl ,he major prossurt fOf chanle. Of
"""Id )'OU uy W' Ihne ha.e benl qui.. impol"'
t-. clunps,oi"l on id lhe Nllional Party. $UCtI
That iT os no IonF Tllc ....... I*'y rally .. came
'" I""'"""'" in 194r.

RWJ: 11 Iw chanl"d. grut deal. and lhr rUe of
lhr C~all~e Party is lhe ....imony to lhal.
rtally. now 1Mrt is!he.pace fOf SOfTIeIhin, like
'hat Bill I find ' ....0 ,hings funny .boul The Na·
tional PaJ1y. Onc: i. Iha1 ,hey'~e nc:.er had !heir
de·Stalinisa.lion period: [ moan ,hey'~o now
,urned ......lnd on Vuwoudism and S1arTod to

rtVCf'oe it. bu' y er denounce il b«auH
....y ha•.., no ~ of al..mali~. society
lhry .."ItIl to move w.. And ...... y<III ....

I'll pooplc • of!en .... ~ay wne pooplc .. Ilo
....."" 1h=c under Verwoml . preadlinl _­
lhi", dOH 10 lhr Ol'JIO't1e of V......"tICI'dism bu'
lhry'n nc:.... admil That lhey "-ere ....."p.."e1y
wrong before. Or lha1 I".. of people like you Of

me will ha~e uid '0 ,hem Iha1 lhey "'en: wrong.
1lIey won', accepllhe implica1ions of lhal. wha,
lhal means.

Ilcc "" if ,hey ....ere ......rona: then '" IlIlhal,
surely y can be jl&Sl'" wronl now. Scc'ondly.
Ihm:'s still ltu. pecIlliar uchaoi¥CnC:U of



'think that Iht
cast/or
porticipal;OI1.
n·tn by blacks.
is OI1t lhat is nut
sujficitnlly
uamintd by Iht
UDF.

Afrikanerdorn. I lnow thal iu unilY is gone.
bul thal 8oI1ia can ,/lit makc a piu rOf

Afrikane. uni.y is quile prculiu, ll' b«auJe
no-one ever appeakd amon. ..IlileS rOf
En.li" ..."cak:ing uni!)', and (b) ..hat·s !be
flO'n. of Afribner unily? What .... i. used for
polnicllty? h "'as simply lO 0flP'* .. hl11l:
~Il.h ~, Whue unll)' "'as apirw
black>.. ... Afrilaner "'lily .....~ ....
I'OOIJ'Id<s. Whm you en 'MOd_ n'nl

.."m libmol Afrik.Mers and IMrcal Amk.Mers.
theft'l Kill I It:ndt.ICY 10 uolk U If me plItt of
man". hu JO( 10 be rqulaled by ... is
ICt'qIUlblt l(I the Atrikum-speakilll 00II1.

munity. And ,,'hen you Ir)' 10 say t1w·s rlOI I
reasonable dock IO ..-od by.....y rutly don't
"""'" ..·hat )'011 melll. I find those .wo tb,,,,,
:on: §lill ....re,

IIH: Do you mink lhe lIicameral puliamem
has than.ed lhe tcmoin of SOluh Atrian
polilics?

RWj: I lhink what ...'c·ve secn O_cr lhis la,1
couple of monlh,. ""ilh Hendricbe blQCking
Group Areas legi,lalion. hu shQwn Ihal il ha,.
Ihat you can'l even carry oullhal >Qrt Qf refonn
willloul crealing lICW niche' frum which
pwple can work. I Ihinllhal I"" case for par.
licipalion, even by bl:rcks. is QnC: IIlII is IKll
S<lfrocil:mly examined by lhe UDf. Yellhere i.
... argwnenl • I am rlOI ...),n. il·. riahl ' for
VUi", in there. and willJ your <:100.... (Of all
you're ".0fIh and lr)'inllO block .... W\lC!ure.
and fom minas 0lIl of 11 !haI"'ly, II'. what lht
Irish ....ion;lIiSlS did In Bnlaln in lht blI::
ninnttnlh """"11')': ICW'" InlO pal'lwnenl and
rloen complnely dasabli"l 11. and just ~1lJ
dlln,. impos>ible for lht JO"ernmml. n.. IS

"''''':UII", ..hiell peop6e :on: 100 quiek 10 dis­
mW; lhcy say don'l IOUCh 1II)1II,n•. bo)'OOU
~nyltnn&. g>'c .......'111 Jo do ,,'Ilh: there may
be minas !hen: ..1Iich can be .....d.

HH: The Labour Parly did Ir)"o uie lht old
CoIowaI R.......nllli.·e Council in .l1li y.
yean ago. bul ..·hat .._Id you rhmk of 01'-
....'Ie ....i.ion. llw in fan lht debacle o"er .he
Group Areas Aethas onerely shQoo,'n up .... Im­
flOler...-e of lht coloured howe ,n lht neW
lric.....,ral parlianYnl1

RWj: NO! yet. h may be Ihat Ihe President's
Council goe~ ahead. When lhal ha~ns. ohy.
you ,an say SQrfIC:lhing like Ihal. BUI allhe mo,
memo illooks as if Heunis's bill is .oing IQ be
weakened, il still hasn't been le,blated
Ihrough, locre ...·e are only days frum 1he
",unicip.11 eleclions and it hu slill IKll JO"C
rhroo.h. If we gel Ihrou.h unlil 26 October
wilh norhlng h.apprnillJ [norhin. did ' 0:<,1,1. ;1
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may noI happen al all. I Ihink we'iJ ha.·e LO
..-ail and....,. The",', no jAlim In den)ing lhac
Hendrick.., • I blO...· he has btc-n vilill«! for
panicipatinl by many people - has achievo:<,l
......'''hin.. And he has JO( a ronslituency. I
would ouspecl ma. aOO Ihne past couple of
malum. his COI1SI'tuency·. rn pn:ny a:ood.....
HH: Jusr: 10 pu>h Ihal ...."'01'1 funher lhouzIt:
nn il nor be lflued tlIar rdusallO panicipoole
on lht pari $Iy fur e.umple of UDF 1ffi1iuM..
is prtt,so:l)' ..·haI " C'aU>-l"l more and ......,
spICft 10 be opened up. poli.icalJy speak:in.,
whereas panielpalion would ae.uaIly halt IhaI
pr-ocess ofopcmnlllJllllOl'l: JIOlllrcal spxn?

RWj: YC'l, I mink Ihalmat IS probably rip.
Per11aps lhere Rill aren·.sumcien. 'IlI«'. lht
National Council §llll is IKll a "ny inlt:rcsling
ide.a. Who are lhc:y lOin. 10 pili on i.? If lhe
UDF says)'ft. lhtn BUlhek~iwill Sly Yfi. and
then you'll end up Wilh 8ulhde~i on lhe Na·
tional Council. Nuw I'm nor >lying Ihal's a
bad minI, and I'm 1101 s:lying I'm again>!
Buthelui; bul I'tn .imply nying Ihalthal's nor
""hat 1hc: UDF inlcnds. The", isn'l an African
~ - if lhere was. tllen Ihal ...·ould be dif·
ferent again and you'd haoc to ma~e a reas­
sessment I dun'l Ihink p.1nicip'llion on presenl
lCmIS ...·ould be wise. I rhink, llo..-e.·er. llw
boyrollillJ. ",fusillJ. 1hc: polillCS of dtfiana
and rejection. havc b«:oi'iC .,_ a principle.
SO that insIud of bein, I 1IIC.ie. pcopIe ....... ID

say no al..'a~ all lht ume. 10 c.-er)'thin.. and
this is aaually very itUp;d. You may "'iss 0Il1
on irnporw1l ltungs. and Ihete are pps rloen
... Ilich you m.ss alJoFther. and llw'l very
P'XW poIlllD. So. I !tu"" there·, a pal danger
in lhrs..1Iw people SlOp lhmkJ", aboul ,I.

HH: The .., quc:>I L> b>QoA·,n. ""hen 10
make llw SlnI<'Ioc ,II:h.

RWj: Yes, I bomtI, You see ror ull'llple these
municipal dections. I ..-ould ha>'c Lbouaht .l1li
il ..'ould be lftUy SIlly rn Ourlwl for loberal'
",inded or radieal ... h,leSlO refuse 10 VOle. IIId
allow people 10 be: re..:lecltd ...110 ,",'ouldlike
U> "'-....reg.te lhe beaches. I can'l sec Ihal
y<>II're doing. good IhitlJ! by doingthll. Now I
know it mal<e. you feel bcuer.o say 00. 00. no.
but llhink people are very silly 10 pre:rch lhal.
ju~t because il males everyone feelbeu" in a
rlw:lorical way. Wc don't ha"e lhe calibre of
kadc,,;hip which i. ablc 10 make lhese distinc­
lions and get il",lf heard. We 've simply got the
sor1 of Icadcl'Ship "'hich can gel across a no,
Ifs ~l"'ays a no ' and Ihal's nice and simple.
Ever)OI1C's worried aboul be:in. oulflanked.
The Ihing people mU§l reali... is ...... me
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.. ./ do think that
the frontiers
hare been
plIshl'd back.
there's a sensl'
ofcommon
citizenship
which JOII can
begin 10 see

politico of opposition and prote.t generate
habits of mind and leaders who are only good
for that. And the problem is going to be thal
when finally majorily rule come•. )'ou're going
to need comple!"ly different mental habit•.
completely different people.

HH: An)' ideas where that leadership's going
to come from?

RWj: Well. I think that there are a few a""""'g
the ANC exiles woo are men of ability.
probably women of ability 100. But I don't
think that many of lhose people are all that
promising. I think that Thabo Mbeki, from
everything I','e heard. Pallo Jordan. and a
number of mhers. are clearly very able people
in whom ooe coold have confidence. But I
think that within the coontry ifs lOugh.
Man)' of lM most able people me meets have
wilhdrawn, are sining on the sidelines feeling
that there's no-ooe the)' reall)' want 10 support.
They've drawn their horns in, and those people
are oflen the very people thal )'OU would like to
ha"e, because they're the mOSt sensible and
JUSt geMrally the mosl competent and able.
n... nature of lM political struggle here has
driven lhem away. Tbat', a real problem.

HH: No ea,y walk to freedom?

RWJ: Well, who knows what Mandela would
be like, being so old now? I would have to in­
clude him on my lis! of people who I would
have confidence in. I think that he is a very
able man, and he's a "",n with a sense of
humanity and toleranee, There are a whole set
of dangers on thal side as well. I have actually
met people who seem to believe that in thoe MW
South Africa after apartheid you will still have
tonure. but that you will JUSt torture the other
guy.

H H: That's a difficult one.

RWj: No, ifs nol difficul1. I find lhat an easy
one. I don'l want tonure.

HH: No • I would agree with you. I would
agree that one would hope that those forms of
repression would go, but the record elsewhere
in Africa hitsn't been bright on that score;
there's no guaran!"e.

RWj: Of coorse there's no guarantee. One
shouldn't Iel that pass by without saying that
the record in Africa is appalling. and there's no
e"use for it J couldn'l have confidence in
civil rights if I were living anywhere in Africa.
I think that the human rightS concert in Harare
,",'as amazing, given whal has happened in

Zimbabwe! I wasn't lhere, but they really
ought 10 have led off Wilh a condemnation of
what happened in Matabeleland, and of delen­
tion without trial and torture in Zimbabwe.
Onc: can make e"Uses but r lhink too much
has happened in Africa: there is a quite casual
abuse of civil rights. and dreadfullhings hap.
pening and no free press. and all the lhings we
know. Ifs very patronising and almost racist to
say. 00 wen. they're only Africans, lhafs what
they do, what Can you ..peet.

HH: What about lM argument that those na­
tions ofhuman right' are a mere bourgeois im­
portation from the We'l?

RWJ: Absolute rubbi'h. I would like to see
anybody on lhe left make"" argument in prin­
ciple that either torture or detention without
trial are nol bad things, 11Iey are bad things,
but surely lMy would still be bad things after
liberation. We all know where it ends up. It
ends up with panicular individuals getting
..treme power. and feathering their own nests
with Swiss bank accoonts. and all the re<l.
Finally you end up with a situation where the
radicals then condemn them for that. and the
radicals get salon· and tortured again. They
seem to be too confident that they're going 10
be in charge· they're the mo<llikely "iclims.

HH: Coming back then to lhe summary of
events over lM la't t~n years: it seems as if
you feel then thal we've taken some quite im­
portant 'teps to a real tran'formation of the
stalUs quo in this country.

RWJ: I don'l want to praise too moch whal
has been done because ifs SO inadequat~.

HH: But in termS of the resistan«' movement
looking crealively al al!"maiives and so on?

RWj: l"m 001 as impressed by that ai I would
like 10 be. n...re·s a party-mindedMss about
many people and a refusal, until recently at
least, to evaluale lhings in a more pragrnalic
....ay. But I do think that the fronliers have been
pushed back, lhere's a sense of common
citizenship which you can begin to see, on
campus, in advertisements, even on telcvi'ion,
in multiracial advertising and so forth il all
counts. 11Iere i' a sense fa' more than lhere
used to be of a common South African
citizenship. And lhal is growing, and that's a
diffuse resul1 of all <OI1s of things, induding
what the government has done. And that's very
positive. One would like to see that go much
further.

HH: Apart from the tremendous political tur·
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the whole white
power structure
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underway now.

bulef>«' and state of nux that I think we've
seen in this COUntry, whal Olher fllClOlS are im·
[lO<Iant pressures in leading 10 real change?

RWJ: Wen above all, eXlemal OCQIlomk pres­
<ure~ of Course· those are huge. What people
didn't realise was thal once you slan gening
toose pressures, businessmen within the
counny .tan panicking. and lhen il's not jU~1

disin"estment from abroad, but people at home
not invesling either, and shipping money out
all the time. That is really going 10 destabilise
the whole siluation here very dnunatieally' we
haven>l seen the re~ults yet. TIle erosion of the
whole white flOwer ~11UCture i~ a pnxes~ un·
derway now.

HII: Woold you say lhafs a dire<:l result of
saoction~?

RWJ: Il'S a reSUll of the 1984 10 1996 upris­
ing. which caused a collapse of the currency,
which ~purred on Ihe sanctions movement
abroad, which then led to the panic by the
banks. h's amazing to think that anyone
lhought the people in the streels could beat the
government in • military sen.., and bring
about a revolution that way, oot they of course
had an enormous effect on the money markets,
and thal's where their power lies. I'd go funher
than that and say that the SlruclUre cann<>l easi­
ly survive another 1984 to 1986. I used to
c""'"'" from England and get RJ,65 f(K my
poond: this time [ got R4,26. What do I get
next lime - R 10'1 Another round of things like
lhat would do just that. In that ..n.. the
government is now treading 00 a "ery, very
thin «lge.

HH: Do you think that there are real signs of
won)" about that situatioo, in government?

RWJ: Well, ye~ to the eXlent that the wl>ole
nalional securily management system i' throw·
ing a bil of money at trouble, and obviously
doing everything to try to Slop lhe lid being
blown off again. But if they're a~ worried as I
would be in their place. they would he doing a
101 more lhan they are.

HH: [ think yOll said in a lectu,." he,.", sanc·
tions, or at the "ery least calls for sanctions,
and popular support for sanction~ in Britain is
more or Ie~s a fact of life, so that debates about
whether they're good or bad, or should or
shouldn'l happen are really a bit on the side.
Does that mean you discount serious <kbate
about the efficacy of sanction~, and whether
they'", de'irable in their effects or n<>l, and fol_
lowing on from that, whether you think that
that kind of debate could have any impacl 00
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popular CQft.",iou~ness abroad?

RWJ: No, [don't think it could have any irn­
)XICl. I think the momentum for sanclions i,
there and one can ooly see it r,"eheling on. The
biggest slngle thing is thatlhe Americans have
done what they've done. because they will now
exerei.. real pressure on Japan, on Taiwan,
etc., not to move into the gaps they leave. We
will he seeing the effects coming through for a
loog time. South Africa has 10Sl tt<lde which
they haven't replaced in any other way.

HH: And that's trade lhal i' probably IOSI for
good. isn'l it? Ifs unlikely thal those com­
panie, disinvesting win want to e"","", back?

Jl.WJ: I agree, and this is a problem, isn'l it?
ObjeClively, the left has to ch«ron things hap­
pening which will be very tough for them
when they finally inheril, iflhey do. As for the
sanclions debate: inside South Africa, il'S a
very peculiar debate, because the left seem 10
wam to say that sanClions (a) are a good thing
and (b) don't eau.. black unemployment.
Well, of course lhaC. non..nse, because the
one lhing they ~nainly do do is cau.. large.
scale black unemployment It's difficull to say
what I think they ought to say. Which is lhat
from their point of view they're a good thing
and cause black unemployment, But the debate
abroad is more whelher it makes whites want
10 change or whether il simply encourages the
right·wing. Again, [ don'l think those are
either/on: I think it does encourage the right­
wing and it forees the government more
toward, ",form. 1 think that the son of scenario
one has got to think about _ though this is too
neat - is a Cooservalive Party victory or some·
thing close 10 il, cau,ing the government to say
they were going 10 carry out a wook further
wave of forc«l removals, [Kllducing larg<'_
scale resislance, bloodshed. a funher collapse
in the eum:n<:y, a gmve t<ltebeting upwards of
sanclions, producing higher unemployment,
and so more riots, e1C, h wouldn't take very
long fot that to spin way oul of control. h', not
all thal far away. [ think it's going to he quiel
for a while. Of course. the Opposilion has taken
a pounding and they're in no mood to stan
anything again for quile a while. But not many
years down the line we shall probably ftl«'
something a bit like that. 0

• The second parr 0/ this inleTl'ie'" "'ill be
published in the March iSJue o/SASH.



africa's
economic malaise:
understanding
and perspective
wolfgang h. thomas

IVhere call South Africans who may be '8ro/);n8[or
rheir African idemit)" begin 10 look for all

Ullllersrandi/lK ofeconomic developmel/ls in rheir own
conrinent? lVolfgang Thomas rel'iew,f the be.ff ofthe
reee", allempts IQ analyse Africa"s economic problems
al/d suggests rhm some real progress is now cl'ident.

'D~mocrac:]. prospcril)' and self­
"'le .. llti~ ...., tM yi.ion of

African independen«. Bill loday.
fe... Afrkans e,~-" wlSfxlion
"'Illt tM r"",s 0( ult....,..·

With IIle5e hnes. Ihcfwd
Sandbrool<. poIilJ('al ""i...."'.1 ....
Toronw Uru\"t'nll)'. introd\lcro T1IIt
po/tI.... ofi4frxv', Er- Sm(­
IttJ';n" (Cambodp' Uni..=ily
Preu. 19l15). Thl'tt )'ur. on. and
Ik'lp"e MJme loIi'\,rlCUll chan#, III
tM Afncatl «'OI'Orrl1O; ~"". this
boot; is 51>11 one 0( the besI analys.es
of m. rnson. for Africa's poor
KOllOlIIIC perlorman« in the
period 1%0 10 198~.

lk book ~ms of panicular
impooancc: for (,,'hilC) Soolll
African. gropinll for llleir 'African
identity". yel 3pp'-11ed by whallhey
hear aOOul slagnatian, 1"C'1r<Jgf'l:ssion
arnl "h_ in hlad Africa. Are
,imi!ar trends to be c~p"cted in an
independent Namibia? And what
about a blad (ANC?).dominate<!
p<lSt-apanhcid $ooth Africa?

One am tacUe Sandbrook's
I~7·,,"lC' CQn("isc:ly wnucn book in
1"'0 ways. The first" 10 focus on it

alone_ and emerge sobeml from
any undue ophmi5m about a quick
~versal or the <Jov>'nwvd spir.IJ but
:oho ...amet! liai~ any simple,
unidimmslOllal upbnalion ollttill
-m.ge.ty'. The~ is lID i""lode
it ll'I a m.ocial llllk lft a dt3in of
seleaed "'-"nr on -Thud World'
~.dopnent. I saon,ly
I'ttOlI1tnmd lhe lallet" approach.

Such I lllOnlln"lI\ mIght uan
..ilb the rllMOlol) BJ2Rdl-Rtplfl
NO<',Ir-SOflIIr " P~rQ_ /0<'
SMni,-o/ (Pan Boois, 19791 "'1OCh
sets 0llI the gloI»l dilellVlU and
pleads ror InleflWlOnal roopemion
and i~.ued lid. This nlher
utQllian scudy appe;u-ed at • time
"'hen disillusionment aboul Third
World !kvdopmtnt was at its
strongest. For a brilliant journalistic
acCOtlIl1 of this perspecti,'c lhe
reader should Wrn 10 Paul
Ibrrisoo's das£ic II/sidr /lrr Third
World (Pcnlluln, 1979), whiclt dis·
c""-,,,,' key Issue. In ronsi!krable
dcplh and in a refre,hingly 0011­
ideo!OlIicaJ ....ay.

Outsilk Mrin the early 1980s
produced several developmcnt



'lwn1ltvoups'. ~ -..: llII :l

lMC,o-lhd • likt rbt A~~
~ Hoo, K...,. T............. S,n·
IIp'lf1: ...... South KOfQ; 0Iht'"
..~ llII:l -.or'~lr~ It\'d . likt
l~ 'l'ft1' revolulion' In 1p;eulTu""
)'Cl OIhcJs "-e", pro.r«I·~ptClr"" for
t~ample. approfll"ialt IcchllQlOllY 01

inlellnlle<l rural·developmem
projt<:l.'o, Paul t1;uri",,"'~ rtlually
",;>dable _ond book in lhe: rltld.
TM Th'rd World Tr-wn,...·: "
rrporl fr- ,'" &nllt""''' '" 'U
14'<lr <1,«/''''' PO'l·tfty ("""Iu,n. 1980)
dr:o.1s .. ith _ of lhem.

Af,," .......'eel fur "11" of ""'h
bre»'lhmu~ lM .....,h <Ir"*d
IkfI "'JIOflllll IuTt/mJ1d {)tw'lop-­

.'" i" SMl>-s..Jtur"" IIfrra "n

...,tNlo fi" Nil"" (WOOd Bank.
19811 otrrn:d :l ........ nwtrl-onm­
t:l1r.J llralrgy for dr'·elopmc:m. )'Cl
1:lC~r.J any doe!",r an.ly~l. of lho
malaise. '" ally ,ympalhclic "ndcr­
j.lam!ing of lhe ca"",", A. a resull.
lhe: pre>critxd polic~ . ine"''''''
Imic agricultural prict,. ""'.... Male
,.,endin,. <Iqlftciale Cut\"t1ICir;! and
'open' llor «"''''"~, IlOl (lll/y fell
"" dra{ nf'\ !NI eliciled lNrp mc·
liOns froon OAU ...rela and Id\"1II,.........

CM....roptaic~ pol,lJC:o.1
IUrmool. Ma»I\'. (OfI\IptJllII and

""'''''''''' stagnation roincidcd,
dunnll~ .:o.r1y 1980s. ",Ih ;nc"'''''·
inl pn:~"''''' from Ihr Wo;>r\d Bank.
lhe: Inl<maliooal Monclal')' I'um!. ,""
Uni'<d Slalrs and WCllrm European
donor ;n"ilUlloo" forrinll Afri<:an
polllical leaders. plan ...'" 3lld
dcvdopmrnl prarlilionc'flllO ",a~,

lheir ,'Iqlellic>..

Al mi. poi SJndbrvol', book
oppeartd: ;, a hiply poIMcd
collection of odaoIarly flIl'l"S tdillld
by Robcn J. tkrJ and ""'Mlf.. S.
Wll,l:.t... SIr"'tt;t' /07 Afr"K"ro"
1Jt','tlor-ffI (Um".....,y of C:o.1,for.
nIA Preu. 1985) romplcmenl cxh
0100 suprrbly.

Sandbnd placet Africa'~ posl.
indtpendc:ntt «<>nomic >Iallnalioo in
lho broad conlexl of fOllr fundamcn.
lal 'fallu",s', ,.-hl~h ime""'I In
mUlually ",...nforein, way~ 10 C"'''e
a fit\ll fXlor. lhal is. lhe 'dovo'nward
opiraJ' of undrn:le\'dopmenl.

lM rnl f is IkM blxk
Arnca. m(ft IhatI y Olhcr Third
WOOd~1x~ a pnlp<fly
fllftCUllllina; m.tlnnional and ad·
mll\lloUal"'~ inf~.... and an
adtqualc nalunll. financial, ......
ik,11td human~ b.ue. Alter
Ill. exponabk m;ncnll. deep ;n llor
Inlenor of IIlc ~a!ol romincnl ""' as
"_<>nomIC ..·il"""l a proper
Iran,I'O" "",work as In immcnse
hydrocl«uic capa<ily .llua'cd far
away froon human ""lIlcmenl and
indu!olrlc:•. Simil..-ly '(enile' lropical
f~SlS "'" rapidly wmformed into
dcocn'l i( lhen: i. no dftclive
~ pmora_.

A <econd .J.pbnalOly f........ i.
Af",,",'s co6oni:o.1 Icpcy....'Iuch IQs

"",,11rd ill dt:POII<kIK) ..,laliolrslupo
",thdn'dopcd tc...... ,wa..

lM 0Ihcr l...n farlOn _ poIilial
III ....u"'. Tribes and cltiSeS Mill
InltrXl !ol......,ty in Africa, dt:Irnnin.
in, much of me polilical lerrain and
lho unequal dis'ribu'ion of «QIl(lrl1ic
w<allh, Finally. the .bscnee of
,Ir'>l11I n.. ional cOOc.ion In mu",
African rounlrir. hoI, ""'nglhencd
I"'IlOfW rule and led 10 comJplion,
err,lIIC poIOC1t$ and rbt dampen;"I 01
pn\.... .....-IAin' and "","'IK
l"""Ih.
~dn.~ IIIIlftII_ to •

.....lm of explanalory fa<ton and
fortU. ....'w..., bodI lolnulanue, be·
l..«n C'OlInU1CS and rbt """I' IK...
01 opcc,r.. e~mu.. Ths i«lion
.....Id be romplll<ory "'adl"l foo- all
( ...·h,le) So,nh Afric.... in <!mger of
uplainlng Africa's economic and
polilical decay mainly in <rn", "f
r""e .... elhn;ci'y. cololli.li.m Of lhe
apanllcid 'y.>lem. or eCVrlOrrUC .m",·
Iu"'S.

In hlJ rend""in, chapltr on ·Sur·

....-.. SltaUl:;",,' s.............. Ill·

Ik~ $ """'h of ... hIIII ........ 10 he
un(oId'''I. rbt procnllUnt, lIlmCIy
a ~, )'<t di.>lincl tlIm·an;IOInI:l of
Arnc.· s dooo. n,,-anI ""raJ.

A (t ... pou'IlS "'"'"'lIrUc h.. lip­

proKh. ,,'hich is partJnlluly ",1c"anI
lO .11~ "'ho "~l lO undt:r:sland
","n1 de.rlopmrnu ;n south<m
Afric.:

'We mu" belie"e 'hal people
""'ke hi""'Y despile objrcrive
ronslralm.: (p. 1.l3)

• 'Africa cannoo sil ","si.rly by
and wail for I "'formed ,,-o;>r\d

eCOll..."y 10 soh-e IU problems:
(p. IJ6)
'FomJl' aid ..-ill contl""" 10 be an
imponarllllrn'l in Af,,"'s Ilalantt
ofpa).......... ·(p.147)
'Afncans mYSl loot to domestIC
~ 10 rbti, cnsa.' (p. 148)
1'hcoe sltould include an
avoidance of burtluaalluuon. I

f!"ttin8 of man.rl.'o and Ikr
'building' of a ""w ".,t. COOSiSls
Ing of 'coherenl. c","pelenl Md
commilled admin"'nI""e and
",gulalOf)' i,."i'Ulions'. (p. lSol)

A mono populatisnt ve....., 01 ...me
of Ihcl.c llralej!ics .. COIlI.I'ncd III

hul Hlltf1>01l's It"'d book "" m"
thrmc, TM GrNfII'" ll{ Itfr.....:
BrtQL~K Iltrofl.tll ,.. tItr 8attk /07
u.<IIId DIIJ Food (ColI]lllJPaladin..
1917). eo... Hydal·. No So\onnw

'" PrtJI"''"-- /ifnr:<HI t>t-~1II
M(JItQKtrrttffl it, Ptrsp«rn·t
(1IcllltrnannlUnl,-m;lIy of C:o.1ifoolll
Prc.ti, 1983) ;s anookr, dassic ...oot
in lhi. r..ld.

In ,he mo... gClICrnl >p..... of
«00Qmi<: policies. World ij~"k pub.
licalion.. like lhe authorilalive ""­
nuaJ W"..1d t>t--t~lII /lrpurl. and
lhe IMI' 'counuy' lludoes ha.'.
rtcenlly c\onJmcnICd omponanl chiln·
... In polq~ and IlbIJnaKJnal
~".."um.. S\or>' ye! Mcady. and
_......" qw.. diraInwc procrtU ' •
...".. ,n ......-.nI Afnran rountrics.
"'dudina; once chronically 011 lUlC5
Iil;e Ghana. Upnda and Tlnu",..

Apln" Ihr badll_1Id of Ihcoe
readings Ikr ntxl f~,,' )'e",," should he
eHi"ng. 001 only in SlIIl1hcm Africa,
bul in lhe romi",,", as a ,,'hole.
Undoubtcdly lhere will be ample
sc"l'" f", di,illu.ion, bul for lhe:
careful o/>sr....'... and analyst ,he lidr
may .I",ad)" have lurned. 0
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Mbuyisenl Oswold Mlsholl

school . on my ""ay I ,J,I.... a Cal 1)1"l
,n the ....t - it ... as dead _ all the fur
"'bl.lltmoff,'

In lIti, pen..._e~ of
lItuget)' and kllh"l it il heartenin,
10 fmd a fe... i>obIed KCOUnlS in
... lnch Sludmts~ Iheir happier
moment>. Thr km of a lirl - a pnr
oflnlnll . ,he h&hls of Soov>"eto .-n
fmm lhe InUn ' lhe V- turn,,,,
green a~ spri"l nun . ~ are
hole <p!uhu of colour agamst a
!ORI1n b;lddrop.

This is nor 50ptIiSlicaTW ....min, .
nor is il parucularly memorablc:. BII'
b)' rollccllns and publlshins then
percepuoru of cullure and """e'Y.
Mtshali h.s 8,,'cn ,hocse ,ownship
children a voke which woold nor·
mally be denied '0 lhom. He has
Indeed 8i'"n ,hem a break. [l

JnMacHol>nl

Cops and Robbers
Boere en Bendes:
youth speak about
crime

Compif,d 11)' LPur", NOlI Dnd
Liroda T", (NDIt()NJf IfIS/if!lt, for
Cri"" Prn·""im! and R,habifiw­
tim! ofOff"td"" ClJP' T(¥K'/!.

"'8)
Th.. an,holosr of dra,,"""" ngys.
potm$ and pmn ,s the wod of
)....lhs from various rommuniTy
......1'1'. M:hools and illstuu,iom In
the "'rslI:m c..,e "ho ""cn: asked by
NICRO 10 =on:! ,he.. perttpliom of
cri"",. Thr 11&" of the ~on,ributOB

l1Ulie.l from .i~ '0 21 )'eanl, ....Ith ,he
majori,y of cmries eomlnl from
'eenagers. 1,,!TlOS1 insl""""S the
pieces appe~r in ,he eontrlbmor's
h~"dwrilina, Ili,ing • r4,hor uncven
appeuance to ,he public.,ion. Abou,
half of the .nlcles .re in Aftib."s.

l1Ic bool; i~ divided ;nlO nine
.1«,1",.. wllkh foe... on. iMU alia.
IIY role of ,he ,,·i,nes., lifc in prison,

91v~
, UI Q

bllZ.ak

an enuy IS flft ofme~ w oorne
IX odler bruuol episode. Women ....
.....It a man on h,s Iw:>o:l.,th a >lileno
hed: a younll111 Kll:';Nt1S .. a ,ani
,nes W r:lflO her. bus dn...... anack
tal; (iri'en .... i,h Sfunoob and
'wi",,'; thues duosc ""hooI chIldren
with nes. knives and ""na"" ,he
'aaYloo GI'tCl\S' from M"adowland.
run ID join oonle "'i,h ,Ite poopl" .,
Dube Ho",,], Dcalh is regarded wl,h
everyday indlffcrence by many of ,he
wri'crs, '1 sa .... many people looking
a, a dead pelSOrl.,.,;o lhey 1001< him ID

a monuary.' And !he IlhlSlIy emry
of a 'hinecn·yur-old a;rl: 'Going 10

Co//«ud by MbuJurni Osoo-old
Ml1ltD1i (Sk()lU"ilk Johannu·
burg. J9M)

Give Us a Break:
Diaries of a Group
01 Soweto Children

TIll< sleftdtr ,'01"",,, of ~'Cl'rps from
m.d~ of SovoelO JChooI ch,ldJ-c,n
originalC' from ~arch m.I~al

.. hieh [he .Iohannesburg ~l Mlshali
collecl<'d In tile rarly 19l1Os ",hile
lCach,nll 0' PI« College in Sovo'CIO.

He pl ... ne:<! to prt'soent the material .s
a OOclorulrhe.is but in OclOob.r 1985
the recon:l< ....'.et dtslmyt<l by fire,
Rof".;n, 10 be biller .hOOl his 10.<•.
Mr.h.lj has pul>hllled the rem.ining
fragment< as a cOllection of "onc<:­
dole<. episodes. il'K"ldents, cvent;"Old
ex~rit~· of (00"""0 (<lVI"oship
•.,k"",,,.

G,vnl the tirm: penod ,n "hieh
11"" dWx. ""_ ronlplkd. that oft'"
posl·I976 50"'''10 ..pr",n~. .,.,.,
"wld .~pc(1 10 find • degree of
poh,IC,_ on tlw: ,"'I'IUn,. yet ",-en
Jlohllc.aI ioenUmml .. cunooo.ly ab­
otftI. Undoublc<l) tht )W1h of m.
.."ri!ns (all lied 12·14 ,n 1982)
C'.o.cllldr'Cllhem from ......n~am ac·
t ...,1)' In rht 1976 en>&.

"'...., ""n,flCMlly. thr cllildrnl
""en:.uudenI.•• I pn'~ roI~ on
Sooo~ and 11I105~ fmm me,
conunuon, uphc.....ts in [he DEl
iChooI.. In rat. 0lW of lhcm nol~

...., Pxe otudrnls ""en: ... longer
ronsodtm:l'as bib from .so..ew·. It
....""ld .O«m 'M' dle.r ",~,i>'ely

privileged poIiluon In wv'nship
§OC;""y sa"e ,hese ehlklren ("()rICerm
other ,han lhose of the poIltk~1 5'1\1g'
lit:. ~i5ely "'hat their~~
IlK i. nor usy 10 clici, from lhese
Cxlract!,

However. <k-.pl,c the reference,
'0 'elevlslon $ets, birthday panie"
family cars and consumer gOO<l., ,he
one o'eN'helming imaae In lhcse
un-.l< is ,ha, c.f ,Iolence. H.n.lly



puniWnmi -' ~ pmenlion ..
Ctlme. MOil of lloe ...,.,. _ il­
I~ tomn.mes In colour, ...,.
appropnalt~ /h..... by con·
lribuIon. AI In !hi: ..nu"lS of !he
SoIO~ children n:>'leIO"Cd hrrt. ono
of !he p.duo"~ Ihema. ill Ih&s
"'lIl'oolosY IS thal af ......ro;:e. Thi. ~
panl('Illarly llIOII.lC<:abl< in !he dra.. •
inp "'hrrt Ln"..,.. "'!'IS. ,olh:,i<...
and odler fonn~of_1l _ Jr.Ip/li­

cally Ikpitled, In lhe "'MUm JII«"S
!heR _ many rcl"tf<'nCe!. la th<
lIOIOrious JIIICI of lh< CaP<' Fl:au. lO
rap<, 10 !'<'OPI< !le.nlllnxUd ;n ....
"'ree'.

A map dIfference !lel......n lhe
Ulrx.s in lhis anlholOlY and lhos<
from So_m ;, ,he <kg.... of poliTi­
cal a....arcne'" amon!:" lh< con·
lriw,ol'5 10 11>< N1CRO progr.IDlm•.
In all """iom of the book. 11>< Soulh
African govcmrnenl is erilid«d fQr
e«al;ng dIvIsions in soci<1y "'hich
1uI.. conlril:>ol<d lO one 0( 11><
hip>! !.Time: r,lIb in 11>< ....orld_
Ptweny. rxial I<n>ion" lhe SAP,
del<1llion "'Ithoul mal, lacl of
fllCililks in pnlOllS for Juv....i.. of·
f......l'5. cOlllOlal punlSJlm<nt. !he
Group AInt Ac1, unequal <o:Iucalion
fllC1lit..... IacL ofl""lno ri'hfs, ....
<mpIo)'mml . in flCl all lhe ullY
hallmarks of !he apanhrid ..- _

hnbd by .hes< youths 10 !hi: crim<

~, !bus «,nfOl't'..... ." Ih<ir ""'lI
honeol ~""'1(Iftl; ..'Iw l<adin.r;
1.T1m....._ ha.e t-n 1<11ln.r; ...
for yan ill !he" a6'.lIIICUI «:aunil:
~~: aparth<1d and !he
crime .... ha,-. a hip~1aUon.

In th< fort.....ro.Ih's publicallon i.
de>crlb<d ... boot: 'by childrm for
ch;Idml'. Wllll.. y<JUnj<I' chillr<n

..-ill «Iale 10 th< doI."'"'' and older
child",,, 10 lhe "-,;'I<n ..'art, adults.
and in lWlicular 1<ac:h<B. paren'"
and social ..'oden; migh, find Ihis
boo/< a useful lui<!< for di ..u«;ng
lhI: problem of crime w;lh YOIInger
people. llIC drawing< of children
behind bo'" c<nainly gave som.
child«n 1 Loow mllCh food for
lhooghl. (]
J()MocR~"

BOOK REVIEWS

BLACK SASH
PUBLICATION

The Trial of the 13

Sh"""" Wnlnnr
(CQ~ TQ'I"I"I988J

W,IIIM C'OtiI'IIUI/knIQItd __ <u I
DIll? Will n\t ~OWIIUtlk,JIllIId
...IIy .... onh-,_n I,t, ..yYIf
..-ITo:> _, s4rrnl till Ill' lif, " ......
tMtJty ,-.lll).~' I'"i/l"
IN J1OWbI'for 'N COWl 11)

INIIn... tlltd owkr'ul>lld ,1Im I "'"
_" Itn..., rf'~' Will du.
.-n .."a"wltd1_, It i,..,.
/qo,for pn>pt, '1Im d_... __ ...
do "'1ttJ/ I dui'

The,., ",ere !hi: words of 26-year~
1lInlphilu. 1'11embinl;~ Mzul ...·:l,
..-110 appellftd in lhe CaP<' To"'n
SlIpI'<me Coun ..'i.h 14 od..... on 21
April 1987, ellarged "';lh 'l<fn'lrism'
or aidin, 'I<rrorim' . a descripioo
of lh<ir aclivi, ... all "'J'Clcd with
pride and IIIlger,

T,,'o of tl>< accu>e:d . Neville van
der Rhew. and Thombo Tl.hibika
-...."' ac'luiued. T1l< ..maining 13

..oil rJtr.-, tWIll 43

w.'" jailed on 12 AugUSl fQr l.n....
""'ging (rom Ihree y.a", ID lif•.

Th .... of lhe 13 p¥< evid<nce in
mlligalKIR. T1l< OIhel'$ ",ad >lal<­

menlS from the dock "'hich .......
dism'ssed by 111< Jl'de< IS of link if
any ....... ·. nu. OJlIIIKIR ..... not
shar<d by all "ho~!he mal.
or "'ad Tb< bo«pm.i~ Many
"~ "",,'<0:1 -' "'anInI 10 Lnow­
IIIOI'C. TN Tnal of IM IJ .. an
allempllO~~Y thal need.

1'11< bo:d. Inlnlduccs Tb< a<n>sed
and lnI:S 10 con,·..,. sometl,,"1 of Tb<
alIIIOOpften: of Tb< lna\. Colin
BIIIIdy'. hlSOY of !he ANC and
anaIy..... Tb< ('UIIa'lI I""llU<a! >CetI<

"",,-id< • conI<", for th< ....dence
g".... by Ill< lIun""n. lbere are m....
.....ful appellllocu. lIlCllldi"l one m­
l;l!ed 'In'""""'1 I'Ioto<ol I'. Thil
Ioob at a jUdgment I,,'.n in a mal
held IOIIIl af•., !hi: 13 "'C'" jailed•
..h<", accu«d ~bolisi Pnanc be·
e....... 1hc: fiTSt ANC iOldier 10 claim
pri"""".-of, ..'ar .'alU' in '<:rrns of In
int.rnalionall...ly.

The aUlhor co'·...d 11>< trial a,
Sup..tn< Coon reponer fo< IIle: C",,,
Tim,,- 11>< hook is ""ilabl. 81 RS a
eopy fro'" Black Sash I)ffice.. a
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{"'M ·1'"lIi~'"'' ....-" .,,,••,", "/>ot>I;/,,
<!"'-,,,_fn-uJI_',;n"..,

I
I

Home..,.......·:
• bncfcd~d~, clurl>

..... pmf<OSional """'" - .-.I lis-­
le...... 10 RaIio 702:
~na1 Shell.o IU"",," .m. rillht
of all plOp\< '0 live ",I><", lhe}'
.!Ioos<' on ,.,.i. ",gular lI'ukly
M"iI pago:

• I><ld. ,,,,,,-,L·,il.in to railot ."".",.
0ltS$ of 1h< pliEl" of h<Jm<,1<-M.....'_ mailinp 00 ,I>< cha,nnan and

cach " .."n, of ,h<, Ptelid<no'.
COIlII<oI ....... 11 ....... clear tlw w
SO'(II.'''Dl. baiLed ,n ib ......
""0Il1d ha,,<: 10 ......... me boO, 10
..... plaec of~ oaon,

CIope WestefTl Region:

f'osletS "'hoch reld 'llej<C' Slum.
Sil""letS O"",p Areas H,II', "'<:'"
Ileld a' ''''0 prom;""nl points every
morning r"" lhe 1\00 "'eck' ",I><n ,he

.n....ndo<d bill' ,,·cn: before 'h<
uica""",,1 parti_nc. To focus on
"'" hullWl COSt. s""""" ...·'re h<,1d in
......... of "'" ""burbl (rom ..hieh (cl­
low Caprroniam ... en: ",pelled

.........."'... Group A",as Act.
Tbc JIOSIC"i said: 'PirclpI< ..~
""""""cd from hen: _ Group Afnl;

1IIIfI',

N"..I RoM djj,.lQ.";~.o,_"/'Iw1"''''''.,.,

An anicle in 110< S<cplembc' .., .... of
SASII (Vol. 31, No, 2) SUmmllri~

,he 811lCk Sash ";'1" of ,he Groop
Are.., Slum, and IIlcllal Siloa,,,,,g
bills, H~",,,~ ootli"" "",ion. laken
loa"orl ,hti. pa,sage inlO law,

When " b=Ime clear lhilt rbe GrooII'
A~ MM!~ of IIIepl
SQun... AmendmeaI bd" ...~ 10
be '"'" 10 lht Pto h ,_'s Council,
Mary 0....... oddreo.Ioed 10 C',<:ry
member :a IetIer loO'l'"'I OUO me ~·s
obJ<C100n< 10 cb< bill, MM! u"l.n,
'ht" "';en;oo, 'T1Ie propo;»al. cun­
,a">ed ,n lhe bill. ha>'c been reJCC1M
by All ''''PO on, poli,iul pany rep·
",..n,M in Pa.lla""'''': ,lie poimcd
out 'h is p"l~nlly cI,ar 'hal .here i.
deep c"""",m in all "uane,., as 10 lhe
Cl"'.........n<<'S of rn».,.., ~
_1IIlme~ I.... :

P411oM1 Headquart....:

Tl'Iln....aal Region:

1" pannenh'l' ... oI!Ila...·).... MM! ooh<r
~~·.lJobaII'>aI_ WorlinJ_...
~ • dos.... on ,h<, "pi
.~ ohh< bill.:
llfIellM 1 500 rec,pocntS· ;nch>d·
ing.1I .....mbcr> ufll1e lloo>e; of
RCI""",ma,i". and Delcllal<S:
compil,d Arid d"lrIbulcd I~ 000
pamphlets 1;lled·Of Squan~rs,

Slam., Group A"'''' and

Fighting 'Laws that
Discredit the Law'

Ill,m,n ROEh.. Wa",h in ,be USA,
w"h ,,'hom "'~ h.,'~ I\lld link. for •
long """', inviu,d 00' N~'Oon~1 fusi­
<ltnllO lake pall in a .ptcial in,~ma­

l00na] focus on ll1e 40lh anni\'usary
of llle Univen.aJ lkclrollOon of
H......n R~,"" on 10 Decembn,
~hry lOOt ,10< ";In,nu~ ...1udI lht
8lacL ~ rollcc:led •• $"PP'Jf' of
lilt Ottlanrion.

Mary Burton to
New York

H'k.·,_no< _,..

~_."._.,.....,_.

r

M"'1'" lkw', Ioue' in your J"""
IloSlIt~ .. in..".....lOn! potnl.

For ~. Iel IM oay I ....
horI<>IIml '" b<' associ..-d (openl'''''
......t) .'itll IM SMh even III so
hwnbIe •~~ .. A,""",,*
(- "fboorwy", ~ your~­
dtfll AMc$} ........ber.

",. curious ,llInl ,to I!ut I am
called upon 10 pay Ihr J,M1IC ...bscrip­
llOd .. lha' pllid by full "......,be....
,,'hc:rc:as in anolbcr or,anisa,ion [0

"hkh I bel"",. I p~y a m""h
red""cd ,"b. ;IS an A'-.QC,.te. I
b(1"'" lh,t rno>t AsMIC,ale member;
of ,"" Sash.~m.... in "hkh e_ I
f(O:llIo< ;Y';loo" of lilt Saloh 1O,,-anls
l~ mrml:wml is d'>I'l..:lly .u~.

",. propn lh'", 10 do ,,'ould br
10 jtl tbI: .wO. ..... Io-o'ff Itvel and
male PfO" Kion (or • ono:Ietd etI­

counae or ulOrt - "ol\llll3f} cm­
lnbul_ from...,;il " .."lllci~.

So Iool$ .. mm~ thn.

JlO"'''''' 1lDo'A' ,""" plItt. in other
"'<:>nIo) Ih( .i''''l''''' i. 0.". M,c, all.
lilt Sash is e~~nllally a fcmini>!
otllanisalion. aoo probal>l)' all lilt
belle' for it_ 0

'The Proper Thing to
Do': Male
Membership of the
Black Sash

Ch"rln Gro,'u. MJ"d"l~ Mr"''''''
(C,,~ W"lrm). ~'riltl'

•

~'.­._-



Rt/!<:ff1. jJffP'~' ;,. '/tt S-... u_,
u..,'""'J.~_.I'--'

'Bells Aplnst the Bills':

~ I~hed the COIIIICil, of
Ch~rche, (11)<''' .'" 21 In .11) ""itb •
""lue>t 10 ~1ICOIl ..g" ""'mbrr ~hr·

~hes 10 toll bells and allow Black
SNII"""tr..e-:ls l1li dtu"'h proptr.
Iy if w bilk .....o...e IIw. 0Ih0r

"'''''''''' ~ilir$ sopirltd •
......h 10 do somethi,. ..........i.'" ..
I.." oi 'oIlin~ bells. As SASH,oes
10 press. tbi. campaign il 'on hold'.

Black Sash Women's
Charter
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The ref\.lgee crisis:

Obituary: Or Beatrice PUllinger

Copocs 01 w B~L ~ W_'s
Ch:oner. IS 1e"i5cd .t w Kaional
ConfettnCe in 1979, "'" on file al
rcgionalllmcn.

Erratum· St Owen's

0... 10 lIIl edm"! C'tl'Of. St l)w,:n'.

sdoool "'I!I dc:>cribcd ... '''''''ftSII,p
",,1nJI' ,n Ilk I _ oi SASH. II
'!>. ,n rlet, In R ~Il.C.P"T_'n.

Erratum, Teacher Unity

Omilled frum d.. T.bIc on page' 19
or SASH Vol. 31 SrI. 2 ,,~ the
join! too..ll< oI"tbt 11...." U....) llllL!>.
1bey ,,~: WCOTP (""arid Con­
f«\<"..."" otT~ac""" F'tof.".""""b,
A"TO (All Mm Tn.chcn· Or·
ganisation. ZIMTA \Zimbah.. c
Teacl\c,,,' A~S()Ci'lionl7..CTU (Zim.
bab..'~ Congress ofTnldc: Unionsl.

1be ,u~het OO"K"",i..,tions con­
Imlpblilll ...ily "",.~ • oombIncd
"",mbeJStllp otllboul IM 000. coon­
pared .. tI!I • IOlaI or ID (lXJ on m.
RSA (u(Iud..~ Ilk '''''"'"1''''''':<"1.
111.. amt1Idment brinS' the 'Ul inlO
IIn. 'h the: Tabl~.

ll>c Dep""m~nl of NOlioo,.1
Education "'"-' the .....",., for lhe:
filU~ for futl-llme ",""hen ,n
publIC and pn,'tiC" <doooI... C

-"oR Ihan Ilj() pmpIc ""~ bcm
killed and lIbow 2 000 Ilou.es
dnl'ol'e<! in the P\ctc,nnar,t,burg
lrea since March last )·car. The con­
niets e"",in", in diffc~nl place,. in
bo.II, of ,"'a1er or I",;er i"'ensi,y. in
loflilC of ,11 .ncmpl' to Oklp 1/'lCm.
"IbtA' arc ...... hugr numbcn. or
",fup" and 'd,>plaMl ptN:II'6' in
and...-J doe elly.

The ensis SulKommllltt 0( lh..
["(",ion ho' been in,'oI"ed in find,,,!!
lemporal)" ,he:ller for pc<JIlk= who
come imo ,he city centre for
'''''''''''''1)", and In he:lp,ng "'ith
IonJCf-"'ml wppon and 1fX(lm.

n"'xll.."" In safe arc.. _..de me
~ot). In XpIcmbcT lIbouIlOO you"!
pmpIc Ord ...10 W C1fy from • dud

Tranl":u.1 Region moom,lhe pa>.i~g

of Or Bc.nitt Pullinge'r lithe~ of
93. SI>e ....... "'marbbic' lady....1>0
JOined !he BIad s...h .. M ,ncepcion
...·hno lJ>c ....." lI",aety """",,,llUICly
60 yr.I" old. Th... In ilsclf .......'ed •
....... u 1OJlenoltl."oImlnd anoia
readi 10 move ""ilh the: limcs_
Her obilily 10 pallicipat. fully in the
organiSlOtion ...·u limilN by 11>< fOCI
""'t>be "'Med for lI>O'>l of her hfe.
buI lh.. did nIlt Oklp heT from laIt,n,

,n S.._ ..-acn. Four pmpIc had

been Lilled ~ doe ","""" day
and t..-o more ..-..... Lilled lal",., ...·hen
they 'r>ed III return. n.;~ ,roup had
10 be mainlained, trnn,purled and
aocommodaled for mon: th"'" I

fortn,ght: beron: tnOf'C" pronancn,
places could be f.-.cl for ,.......

Thew~~ """ 1100 sue·
ca.fully ncl"fialCd ..·,lh !he CRy
Council for premises for .. edllCa'
t"",,", and rccrntional o;nIl'" for
)OU"i pcoptc: "'ho>.c lives and
""booling bave been di,ruptc<l by the
violence. Several OIhe:r a,ellCit., a",
,,,1Cf=Cd ,n bc«lminS ,nvol>'ed ,n
'hI' projccl. C

p;lll in demonslrations and mllrd~s

.. bich she dkl ..'bene"er shc u·"
abk. By be,"i W u"""'"' ..", oi
pmon shc ,,__ Or Pulb"F' made
an 'rr.'.. '.... rontribotJon """"2fds me
Ol'!anl$lUofl. bom in '.. my do)'.
Ind ... ith he, ""fajling SlIppor! unl,l
,he cnd of he, life. Wc e.lend our
I><arlfelt ,~mpalhy to 1I>c nl<mbe" of
her family. C



Slanders acquitted under Inter­
RIll Seeurlty Ae1:

On Salunby. Xl "pnl. >ho<1lylxfon:
10 a.m.. I"' """"bim I*'Ltd up !be;,
po>.I<'n ,n ~oon kw ~ lfOUP

JlfOIl'SI ~ml SwItl Af......·• illCUI"
..... ,nit) "'"lIhlxlunnl- oW<s (;1 i.
only Ul Pw:khlW'lubur'J lhaI tIY
BbcL S:l>h i....... 10 Ft ma,i'oltrial
""nruS>1OIl ((If "",LtkB 10 stand in a
group). A, they IOO\InI lOVl...rds IM
app;>Inled p1:oa. 10 ~t up ,""if I""i­
lions at cl'" appointed lime. they
paused bnen) III fe:SJJOrI'e 10 a
f=I:ooc<: plloIOIlr.lpher. f«I...."ill""t
.hey~ rOf a plloIOIll1lph. A r",.·
_mhers noIed ,ha. a !ottumy
polittman WaS ~Iw phologmphing
,hem,

S'M'IC ",cds later ,h" Slanlkrs
were "'lOu,llk:d to hear that they
were beIng charged .... ith gathering
illc:gall)' in lenn. of the Imemal
5e<"urity Aet. The Jaw had SU~­
I)' bttn '",loIl'<l bc:<:au,"" they had
slO'ld. in a ,,,,,,p.' fe"" parc:s .""ay
from the proper p~ and a re"
minutes bdOK lhe: propcrlime. Siill:<'

they ...."" xcu-ed of a criminal
off....:... tile.. fingc:fJlIlnls and

~s"~""'cn.
Of ~I)' tIlm: "en: lengthy

kpl ron;uJl<lllicm.. \Iuch ....1uabIc

lorrot"lI'~""" So.ofCOU,,;c."b
publIC llllW: and mono:y~ III
Iht~_ of dlIe ntW. When.
on7~. afl<" .. "'U,., mornUlg
,n roun. tIY llCaI>f'd ..~ ~illtd.

Ibt INC'-e~~ diITlC'UlI)' in
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A Regional Study of
the Black Sash

R~.rs ".11 IX! pka>w ro oot<: "Ull
Jo MaeRobe" of C...,. We>Jem
R~gion theM. Blad S.lJ> thcrl"lt (00­

~ BA (ll(ltl~.l di_'.Oft- Copior:<
of'Thr Emc..~ of m. 8lacl Sa-..h
Ath·1C'r orrlC'r .n C...,. T""..., •
R~1On3I Study 01 tM 81ad~
19560-1%)' (UII"~1y or C.
TOO"II, 1988) ,.-not _ ro tM ....i'·n"­
silib atNu and rht' Wif,...IrnnIId.
For ~ MA ~, Jo Iw; um.r­
UII.en 3 n:ollOlllll .uudy or tM BIac~

Sa:;h bt1"ffn tM~.. 1962·1l1li1.

'Vlv. BllICk SUh';

NaJion;ol Wometl', Day ......,
co:kbrnrcd (Itl 7 Auglll' in rhe Lolus
113J1 in l'i~lCrmarirll"urg. n.c dily
...as organi!W:d by NOW (Nu",r Or·
guni.. riQn of Women). Su,h ru1
rog~1her I ,kit on a I)'pical srarwJ. pi<;.
rured on rhe Id.,. An arprcduri ..,~
.lIdi~nce che~red 'VivI Black Sa,h'
loudly Ir the ~nd.



Albany Region

Court reseatchet appointed

Bc<.:ause of rhe growing num~r of
polillcal trial. in rhe Easrern Cape,
Albany de~ided rhey needed a full_
lime coon researrher. Easrern
Province Herald COrTeslJll'f'dent, Bar­
barn Orpen. agreed 10 rake on rhe job
. bul .uggesu,d a shifr of focus:

'A, a re,ull of my work as a
journalisr. I saw many pe<Jl'le being
senrcnced ro dearh, Very Tinle
seemed ro be known abour lhese
pe<Jl'le and llhoughl we should draw
allenli"" 10 rheir plighl. The Shar­
peville Si, have heighlened public
awareneSs aboul the dealh penahy, as
well as lhe doctrine of wmmon
purpose. Many people from lhe
Easlem Cape have betn sente"",d ro
death on a similar ba' is. It is our
hope lhar no-one wHl go 10 lhe
gallows unnoTiced, and Il\:It ,apital
punishment "'ill be abolished al­
logelher. '

So far. Barbara's work ha, high­
lighled 36 ,ases - among rhem tile
Addo Four and the ~ase of Mr l1Icm·
bile Lubelwana who .pent 19 monrhs
on dearh row bef,,", being freed of
all charges by rhe Appe.1 Coun.
Apan from publicising su~h ~ases.

Barbara's wod will feed inlO lhe
growing nalional compatgIl againsl
lhe death penalry. [J

hUll Fuirooim
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Since June Ihis year. the Albany
Region'. press group. in collabora­
lion wilh rile GrahamSlown Advice
Office. h.. been running a Cirians'
Advice rolumn in rhe local Groco,,'s
M"i! newspaper.

UndeT a disrinclive Black s"sh
logo. designed by one of lhe group's
members. lhe cQlumn J'ttsents
malerial on ropics of vilal concern 10
lhe public and rries to disentangle rhe
web of jargon in which official
regulati<ms are shrouded, l1Ic aim is

The Grahamstown Initiative

The GrahamslO'''' InitiaTive Con.
ference . a unique event in lhe
rown's hiSlory - lOOk place in lhe
1820 Seulers Narional Monument
over the flrsl ""cekend in September.
Planned over a period of ni"" months
by a group of ~irizcns of differing oc­
cuparions and inrerests. great care
was laken IQ ensure represenrarion of
lhe wide,t possible range of interesr
groups and poliri<:al affllialions - nQl
an easy lask in South Afri<:a today. 1,­
sueS ofeooccm included !he poliri<:al_
Iy aoo socially divided GrahatmlOWn
cQffimuniry and lhe largely sragnared
e<:onomy with resulranl vasl un­
employment.

The confere"'" wa, strucrured
around seven major issues of con­
cen" 'The Economy and Job Cre'lion;
Planning; Educarioo; Cullure; Heallh;
Chu",h matters: Spon aoo Recrea­
rion. The conference was inrcndt."d
as a unique "Ilportunily f<:>r com­
muniC"arion aCrms major divisions
wilhin rhe communiry and a launch­
109 pad for feasible prac1ical
progr.ommes.

To enSure accessit>;lily for ail, no
regisrration fee was charged. ahhnugh
delegales were frtt ro contribute
ro.....rds WM'. Nalional bu'inesscoo­
cems sllowed u",ir failh in lhe ~0Il-

s..h Ikm.'"" 1'1&1 47

Citizens'
Advice

IQ sel oul dearly and syslematlcally
lhe relevant Informalion aoo pracri­
cal sleps rl\:lr should be laken.

Topics covered so far have in_
cluded ldentiry Books, Unemploy_
menl Insurance Fund. Pensions alld
Disabiliry Grants. Problems sur­
rounding mamlenance will be
tackled nexl.

h is hoped the column will slimu­
lare feedback from rea<!en and e"en­
rually provide a forum for debale. 0

NOI'Q de Villier.

ference by giving lhe major financial
backing and funher welcome spon·
sorship was received from local busi.
nesses aoo iooividuals. The 1820
Foundalion offered all their facHities
and resources al no charge.

T....o g""Sl speakers were Mr B<>b
Tucker, Managing Di"",ror of1he SA
Pennanent Building Sociely. aoo rhe
RC'verend Sigqibo Dwane of rhe
OrderofErhiopi•. Enrenainmem was
provided by iocal musicians. ranging
from chamber music ensembles IQ

marimba groups. and displays of ball
roOm aoo lalin American dancing.

Sunday began with an ecumenical
ChUlch service in lhree languages.
Music ....as provided by choirs from
rhe [)ur,h Reformed Church, lhe
Cathedrnl of SI Mich",,1 and SI
George .nd rhe Sr Ban. Mu'i<:
MakclS.

Ongoing cQffiminees ...·ere e""'red
in the v.rious areas.•nd will be
reponing back IQ rhe steering com­
mince on rheir fUIUre plans,

A mosr signiflcanl ourcome of rhe
confen,ncc ....as rhe consenSus
reached in lhe planning group lhal
rbere should be a single local
aurhorily for lhe wllole cily. A repon
on the conference will be published
by rhe steering commince which ....ill
co-ordinate rhe fUlure activities of lhe
initiali'... D
Ju~R=
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