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ARISE! YOU PRISOMERS OF STi

ARISE! YOU WRETCHED OF THE

FOR JUSTICE THUNDERS CONDEl

A BETTER WORLD IN BIRTH

NO MORE TRADITION'S CHAINS' .

ARISE! YOU SLAVES NO MORE i~ l:ﬂ:l l

THE EARTH WILL RISE ON NEW
WE HAVE BEEN NAUGHT
WE SHALL BE ALL'
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On children and youth

‘We want them not to know hunger, poverty
and war, not to face wretchedness and
unemployment. We want them to live in a
society where the only yardstick for the
human being is dignity, labour and
dedication to the people and country.?

Comrade Samora Machel
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SOCIALISM WILL TRIUMPH!
THE STRUGGLE CONTINUES!
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Two dismissed SARMCOL workers
and members of MAWU, Phineas
Sidiya and Simon Ngubane, murdered
by Inkatha supporters on the 6/12/86
in mPhophomeni, Pietermaritzburg,
seen here presenting their play

‘The Long March'.

OK strike Soweto massacre Mozambique

Mawu congress Biko day Socialism
“Construction union launch Azanyu
congress Return to school Tembisa strik

Railwav workers United vs Popular front




EVERYTHING'S NOT OLK.

Fowr owar B woaks now, 10 000 08
Baidadrd workers in 137 siones,
Wl el ] Py hrougihr
oul The Counlry, R Essn oh lagal
wirkop, This I Hhad kofeisl wnd lrgesi
in the history of the retall industry
In Bouth Alvica, Chsspite tho vickos
atiacks by Q08 sbeurily guands
and the SAP., workers samain
Seinrmingd ind wrdted

facts

Cranr @ beoeywar pancd, OK has
digmigisd almos 2000 workers,
O sy b nuimbe T o W
al the company brom 28 000 1o
23 0O0. Vet The fumber of O
wlnnes Pave incroased rom 180 s
200, Thiz means thare are loss
wirkers doing more work, O
must nol uss 1he sconomic silua:
Hon as an axcuse. The compen’s
oparating profitelor 1DBE a0 &t
R3E3 milon OF Siys thal thir
prodi altes tan was B 12 97 million
Thii dvieii gl IncGom of s h ol (8
Bazaars chrecion A 38 S0 per
e, anid this wilhious B massie
bonuias and Esnalits thay recess

starvation wages

This freisrisg ilify worksri rcahm
il O & balow R3O0 Dl mdiih
This is hardsy snough to lve on
Many ol the worken at OF ara
breacksenmers Thiny have Chidren
i ], ot r i choffee, Workans
haw bodally rajected Oy offer of
in FAS iR IS 00 Bh RRA RO TRETY
dale sysiem siareeg Aprd 18T
(L wirkaes gal he Increase o6
diffaren] =onths depanding on
whan [Fey staried with the com-
panyk. This maank HBaf some
WO RS kel iy i i i
in 128

Lasl yikf, BEtosding 16 an agrie
mant with OF workiis wide
prgmiad o niviiw of Hasir paianes
i OCs profits weriida. ih apie al
Bl increass in profity, the workee's
Salaciinn PR o,

demands

The inasirations eapererced by
CF Barasm worisrs,  Brgught
bk by paood wadsrking comaitons,
unfair dismizsaly, ke wages and
racie!  behavigur, his  rascResd
Eorimiirig pazird.

The workers sre demanding:

& an increass o A 8D par masth
bacidafed bo Apnl | 280,

* a minimum wage of R4B0 par
iR

" n 20% alalf dacsunt

" wGuTsgan G mad ety keave Bo gat
i Sl i i il el el ey i
T Wk

* wporkans in the baniusiars bo gat
Ihir same benalits.

* mpinslalemaent of those wunlairdy
dmisspd.

bribary

So far. ower GO0 workers have
By SidSigidd and Buhdnidi
armesied Sirking workon, may
iof whom congregais at OF canloons,
Fen hid i Boteas o oo
fokephonos &rd waier e off, in
o ons, workers haren been sinp-
anarchad JE masagemen| have
aotively collibsimied with 1hi
police. OF has also oonimcied a
Frasbei 0l privale secerily Bems
Theiry Fulieos ik rige 0 Buibn wewbonr,
Al preeesn Ceieiy 208 MaaEsuiirg R
Epdled. Wirkens remain 1irm in thair
L TR [T
potbcalion, [Fe maod of ha
siriagrs s summed up in Eheir
alogan "W ang lighling ler justics
Ll Tha axploalins Esveikie ‘W
won i lve as slaves. rathes we wil
ok Nighting: Phasbil nomezababaz o
el SociabamT

racist bahaviour

It has emarged that O in some
branchas resorts o racism in order
i cliwichs tha worker Al DK CarSion
Canbe Ior Pailhici, B Shod Sbiswang
Popplde Davis, was  violimised
Espapnay wia waa . sorCalieed Doboeaed
e ding 1o & al
thal siorn. should nob e
so-calied “Alrican workers. Yel
Poppie Davil was alected by all
Fho workern

hypocricy

Thi Soitt Alrican Browerss and
Peamisr Milling kave subsisnlisl
alcicai &1 OK bataars, Thoss tw
Conaredd  are 0 dure Wegaly
Cageryl rollad vy Ang b Ameerioam, Thee
dirpc ook ol thess companiek 6.9
Teariy Blzssss anid Girwin Ry, v
srongly pronounced ant-apar
genhimecis Thase camhalishs havse
alig tavelled B9 Lusaks whore
thary mad e ANC B0 iScuds i
Tuture of South Alrca YWe ane ieling
Ihilgel lorcas |hat the workan ang
it Db Ty will iz iclin 1
fulurg of 1his couniry. VWorkors
nerREEIngly are fol decesed by
mpdm  anbrapariheid slalemants
arFmone,

pickets

‘Worsrs hive embakid cn picie-
Ning wl mnny D Slones b publicise
ihsir desmands. Adtheough T paokais
arecariesdouting wery discipbred
i i, Bhiry Buined beieidy itk
i e, adsauBed, armedshed
@i v shaob sl

OK

AT THE OLK.

abuse of power

We condomn in thie sirongosi
tewme 00w abume of power and
i Collabain o wilh Dhi polta.
O P resoried o Deuie and nassd
Foroe 10 pufl cdowm.a peaceiul legal,
juil el daaciphniad dlniks by undes
paid and i fisanated womEce

By thair high-handed handling of
The alvike, OF hes shown it doas
rooil Pl Thae inbenesis of th publee
af haart By Bhepirwanion  aofons
thiry hird fisked (e i
fimbs of bolh cusiomers amd
workirsk, Tha inbmidalory and
diagal Bztions ol OF vwall not B lase
on all reasonabilty minded peoph

negotiations

Al ponsdbesly Blocking il
sincere albempis &1 resobemg the
dapybe, managamant hnally gave
f during ke bourth wisek o 1he
siriie. Thisy sgmred 1o machabon
Hegohatigns are comfinuing. but
g foEsd Alubbm
T i o b sl i Do bsetd 1.
B remobend soon

support work

Ay i e |00 bt o [Pl &R0k
s b i e s e Desndinieng
Eppor of P coprasaed commu-
nily, Ceganisations &l logoerhoads
i Dol ot il oot Fo
o muspipeced hee wrkess. The suDpon
S il angy made up of egand
salions such as Arago, Cosalu,

CARES FOR
PROFIT
NOT PEOPLE!

UDF, Cusa-Azaciu. Azasm, Seaco
Azarvna, Acticen Vot and numences
olher growpd. Thin cosmmilbis i
ylupming Up 95 SUPES wark in
many s ys Ono sonmpbs & ok
dumol, whioth oBds & piled
o oy al 0K shoees and takes
0 fhe chech-oud cownder. Many
mambars of thi Lommsipe have
Eeseen mssauled, ard torcibly and
illpgaty delained by D8 security
st

people before profits

Tree DK workers Baes b Sdny
yoara sutlered much misary and
rardalep Thay are delerminad fo
Fadidl oourd wand il OHeS S st Rl
foo @ chamge, pults peophe bolor
prolith. The workern snd el
unan, COAWUSA, Abesd &l e
Buppor-we can give tham
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SOWETC

ACRE

August 28, 1986, White City
Jabavu: Workers return home
from work to find their belongings
thrown out into the streets by
the Blackjacks (municipal police).
They try to hold a peaceful
meeting to discuss the situation,
but the police open fire. A pitched
battle begins with residents
{ putting wup barricades and
aventually driving away the
municipal police. They return,
however, with reinforcements
from the regular police. In the
flerce fighting that follows, 32
people are killed.

rent increases

In April of 1986, municipal councils
announced a rent increase of R5,00.
Residents in the affected townships
found the increase ridiculous.
They were not prepared to pay an
extra cent towards the lot they
already had - blocked drains,
untarred streets, unhealthy
sewerage systems, houses which
needed painting and other repairs.

boycott

Realising that they shared similar
problems, residents came together
andinJune, beganacampaign not
to pay rent. The boycott started in
White City Jabavu, Soweto and
soon spread to about 53 other

townships. White City is an extre- §

mely low-income area where small,
two-roomed houses are often
occupied by over 16 people.

Ultimatums were sent to residents
demanding rent payment. If they
failed to pay, they would face
eviction.

unity

Faced with increasing repression,
residents began organising them-
selves into street committees with
the assistance of the civic associa-
tion. They had come together reali
sing that their strength lies in their
unity. Together they said, "Enough
is enough”. Uptill today, rent is still
not being paid.

massacre

The people of White City staged
peaceful marches to the rent office
in protest to the unfair increase.
They were met by teargas on each
occasion. The situation remained
unchanged, and on August 28th,
the evictions started.

restrictions

The anger and frustration of the
people was further increased
when restrictions were placed on
funerals. These included: restricting
the number of people who could
attend, no freedom songs, banners
or marching, no political speeches
etc.

At the funeral the pol-
ipe teargassed mourners
The president of AZAFU,
Nkosi Molala, lost his
eye when a teargas can-
nigter hit his face.

lessons

When we engage in struggle, we
learn good things about the way
we organise, but we also learn
about things which we must avoid
to make our struggle successful.
Undisciplined “comrades” have
during the rent boycotts behaved
undemocratically - they have
often acted without mandates and
consultation. They sometimes use
"necklaces” and beatings on
workers and others who do not
agree with them. We must convince
them that the methods they use
are wrong and that they are playing
into the hands of the state.

The use of violence against our
people will not put an end to our
struggle. On the contrary, we
will be even more determined.

A youth sels alight & makeshift barcler made of tyres.

Written by members of Action Youth living in White City Jabavu, Soweto.




MAWU FOR SOCIALISM

The Metal and Allied Workers Union(MAWU) has come out in favour of buildine

Socialism in a struggle led and controlled by the workers. This commitment

#as made by the union’s first National Congress held in Johannesburg on 3-5 July 1986
ittended by over 300 factory delegates. The Congress felt that workers must not

only control theéir union- they must also lead the struggle for liberation in

south Africa. "If workers are not at the head of the struggle, then there is no
guarantee that the Botha Government will be replaced by Socialism."”

"WAWU said that socialism cannot be built without democracy.

Nemocracy means that all must have freedom of speech and association, the right
to recall leaders and government by majority,

Nemocratic practices must be established now. For this reason MAWU insisted it

will not dictate to its members which political parties they should belong to
and MAWU will co-operate with all groups commited to the national liberation

struggle and to the transformation of the economy.

Key MAWU shop Stewards and officials were not present because they were either
detained or in hiding. In spite of this, every organised factory was represented
which resulted in thorough debate on important issues facing MAWU, especially in
the 1iaght of the State of Emergency.

MAWU is determined more than ever to achieve a 1iving wage in the metal industry
and to fight for economic and political justice.

Delegates stressed that in order to lead the struggle for socialism, workers
need to have a clear programme of their demands and aims. This programme,
according to MAWU,is very important if workers were to build "correct alliances"
and "true socialism and democracy."

MAWU 3t.57., Workers _]

MOBILISE

NATIONAL "% A0 Lean 'l
CONGRESS ff gpoim i

——

Azapo's Congress, attended by 2000 delegates and observers,was held on the 13-14th

of Decembgr 1986,at Port Elizabeth. Despite the heightened attacks against Azapo,
the organisation remains committed to fight for a socialist society.

Some of the members electgd onto the executive are. Comrades Nkosi Molala- President,
Lybon Mabasa- Deputy President, Phambili Ntloko- Mational Organiser, George Wauchope-
secretary General, Mandla Nkosi- Political Education, Haroon Patel- Finance, Mtsweni-

Transuga] President, Muntu Myeza- Publicity Secretary and Molaone Mqui-Projects
Co-ordinator.




On October 29 almost the entire
black workforce at General
Motors in Port Elizabeth downed
tools and began a sit-in after
management refused to accept
worker demands, drawn up in
the wake of GM’s decision to
disinvest.

saving profits

For 60 years the General Motors
bosses have been happily making
profits from workers' labour. For
60 years, these bosses have been
happily living with the laws of the
apartheid government. But sud-
denly these bosses have started
to put themselves forward and act
like “workers' friends" by starting
totake theirinvestments out of the
country to protest against apart-
heid, they claim. But when these
bosses start taking their invest-
ments from South Africa, their first
concern is not workers oppression
under apartheid, but rather their
worry of how to save their profits.

GM WORKERS’
STRIKE

The truth is that in times of general
uprising, the bosses are frightened
that their investments are unsafe,
not knowing how the situation will
develop. In these times of econo-
mic recession, not as many people
are buying their cars and their
profits are falling. Also the struggle
waged by workers in their trade
unions have forced the capitalist
bosses to increase workes wages
making South Africa not the paradise
it used to be for the bosses.

secret meetings

The workers, in an area of massive
unemployment, felt insecure over
their jobs, fearing the same fate as
the Ford workers who were made
redundant.

The General Motors workers went
on strike when they realised that
their bosses were having secret
meetings with the big bosses of
General Motors in Detroit, USA, on
disinvesting.

demands

The workers demanded that two
elected members of their union,
the National Automobile and Allied
Workers Union (NAAWLU), should
be part of the new directorship of
General Motors so they can make
sure that they have some say over
the decisions that affect their lives. In
this way, the workers could make
sure that the bosses’ disinvest-
ment plans do not mean that they
must pay with theirjobstosave the
profits of the bosses.

DOMESTIC WORKERS LAUNCH
NATIONAL TRADE UNION

Nomestic worker organisations came from all over S.A. on the 29 and 30th of November
to Taunch the South African Domestic Workers Union, SADWL, 1in Cape Town.

ATter nearly two years of talks, the following five unions have degided to form one

domestic workers Union:

1. South African Domestic Workers Union.

Z
3
4
3

. The East London Domestic Workers Union.

. The Port Elizabeth Domestic Workers Union.

. Domestic Workers Association, Cape Town.

. The Mational Domestic Workers Union, Durban.

Over 600 delegates and observers from different parts of the country, representing
over 50 000 domestic workers attended the launch.

One of the main tasks of the new union will be to fight for some form of legal

status for domestic workers. The launching of a united national union for domestic
workers, sets the stage for a major campaign to get recognition for one of the most
exploited sections of the work force in this country.

There are about 1 million domestic workers in South Africa at present,0f these,only
about 60000 are unionised. The majority of the domestic workers are therefore still

to be organised.

The launching of SADWU is to be welcomed.Sadwu has affiliated to Cosatu
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NATIONAL FORUM

/ Y IO
During the Easter weekend of
1986, the National Forum met for kg
the fifth time. Over 1 600 delegatesQ
and observers representing 457
organisations met to consider
major questions confronting the

also given some attentin by the
conference commissions.

The Forum unanimously resolved B .
fo oppose the national convention 3l The position of the National Forum
as a sellout solution and propagate Bty nas been either subjected to a total
liberation movement. the Constituent Assemhiyinstaad. 'I: 4 news blackout in the liberal press,

OO —e W T On the Education Crisis, the Forum i ¥jor a campaign of distortion. We
The two most important issueslresolved to advocate the return to _«@lican only assume that its strong
condidered were the Nationalj@class by boycotting students, g@llsocialist commitment and the
Convention and the Eduation Crisis. 8l making the school a vital terrain of gl attempt to find unity and common
However, issues surrounding the il struggle rather than sacrificing the S8 ground within  the liberation
consumer and rent boycotts,Mlschools to the ruling class. The movement is seen as a major
disinvestment and sanctionswere  National Forum will be reassessing threat to the profit-making system.

THE PEOPLE’S ADVICE OFFICE (RIVERLEA)

A FREE PARA-LEGAL SERVICE TO THE COMMUNITY.

the ed
conference.

s

Many people are faced with the problem of hire purchase, unemployment claims, eviction
from their homes, unfair dismissals, labour disputes, consumer abuse, workmans

compensation, and pension, but cannot afford high legal fees. We will assist you with your
problems, where ever we can.

Room 2

2nd Floor
URGENT CONTACT No's Dija Centre
27-5707 & 724-0656 143/144 Bembesi Street

Riverlea

OPEN FROM 8:30 a.m. TO 4:30 p.m. MONDAY TO FRIDAY

PEOPLE'S CULTURAL PROJECT

The PCP is a cultural/educational organisation operating from Johannesburg. Realising that the problems in
education cannot be removed from the greater political and economic crises in this country, and that therefore the
very basis of the education system requires restructuring, the PCP has committed itself to working towards an
alternative educational system with the interests of the most oppressed and exploited people at heart.

InJohannesburg recently, the PCP gave tuition classes to about 560 pupils affected by the closure of schools. Due
to a lack of funds, the few classromms available were overcrowded, and pupils were charged 20c a day for tuition.

CONTACT No. (011) 838-5845



RAILWAY WORKERS
ON THE TRACK

COSATU is the biggest federation of labour in South Africa, and has united half a million workers across a broad
spectrum of political views. It has had an enormous task in creating national industrial unions - having to triumph
over past hostilities, differences and rivalry.

The struggle for working class unity can only be enhanced if democratic debate is encouraged. It is important that
unions inside federations and other independent unions work hard towards the realisation of operating under a
single worker-controlled federation. Adivided trade union movement can only serve tobenefit the bosses and their
political and economic system of oppression and exploitation, and in so doing, delay our struggle for total
liberation.

Bearing the above in mind, we print a statement by the then National Interim Committee of Railway Workers
(N.I.C.R.W.) and encourage a response from either the South African Railway and Harbour Workers Union
(S.A.R.HW.U. - a COSATU affiliate), or the African Railway and Harbour Workers Union (A.R.HW.U. - an

independent trade union.

ERhTiON
. ":.;Lf;‘iﬂ;-
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Railway workers have iong been
severely oppressed and exploited.
The different staff organisations
are dummy institutions and are in
the effective control of the state.
They are of no assistance to
oppressed workers.

Working on May Day and June
16th for example, many of us will
not forget in a hurry. We were
treated like social outcasts by the
communities we live in. Various
trade unions intervened, but they
exploited the situation and made
false promises.

With not a single union represen-
ting our demands and grievances,
we decided to take matters into
our own hands. We established
steenng committees in wvarious
regions throughout the country
and have now reached a point
whereby we can launch a National
Union of Railway Workers on the
29-30th November 1986 in
Johannesburg.

The decision to launch this
independent union was made
neither easily nor thoughtlessly.
We had, for example, decided to
approach COSATU for moral and
financial assistance, since we are
supportive of the aim to organise
and unite as many workers as
possible into one union perindustry.
A problem arose, however, in that
SARHWU had been admitted by
the Credentials Committee of
COSATU as the authentic repre-

sentative of railway workers. We
reject this claim of authenticity,
since this union was not formed in
consultation with workers, and
their constitution was not drafted
by workers. Until recently (the
situation has since changed), the
executive committee of SARHWU
consisted of people who had
never even worked for the railways,
and who knew nothing about our
grievances and problems which
face us in the work-place.

Itis ourdutyas serious, committed
fighters in the liberation struggle
to smother and destroy any undemor
cratic practice that rears its head.
We urge the COSATU Central
Executive Committee to look into
this very grave matter, and
recommit ourselves to fight for
united, truly democratic, worker-
controlled trade unions.

Amandia!



FEDERATION LAU

HEL

The merger between the Council of Unions of South Africa (CUSA) and the Azanlan Confederation of Trade
Unions (AZACTU), two previously separate trade union federations into a single one, is warmly welcomed
by all of us who believe that unity in struggle is all important to achieve victory over the oppressors and
exploiters. Although this is a vital step forward, divisions still exist within the trade union movement. We
see the formation of Cusa-Azactu as another obstacle removed on the road to a single, united trade union
federation in our country. What is required forthis goalto be realised, is much hard work, perseverance and

non-sectarian attitude.

Excerpts from Policy Document

Preamble

The philosophy, policy and ideo-
logical orientation of the federation
will be based exclusively on the
broad democratic aspirations of
the most oppressed and exploited.
The Federation shall forever strive
to interpret on-going struggles of
the working class in terms of a
principled working class ideology,
and commiting itself to the eman-
cipation of labour, taking note of
the peculiarites and uniqueness of
our situation from time to time.

We believe in the principle of
worker unity based on the material
conditions workers are exposed
to. Futhermore we believe in the
principle of worker control based
on anti-racism/non-racialism to
build a non-exploitative, demo-
cratic society, based on the leader-
ship of the working class. Qur
concept of a new Federation is a
Federation which would unite the
majority of organised workers in
our country and express the true
aspirations of workers.

The Federation therefore adopts
the following principles:

1. Worker control

2. Black working class leadership

3. Non-affiliation to political
organisations

4. Financial accountability within
unions

5. Independent internal actions of
unions within the framework of
the federation policy.

Nationalisation

We the victims of continued oppre-
ssion and exploitation in our daily
lives commit ourselves to fierce
opposition to these twin evils. The
Federation, as part of this broad
opposition, believes that these
evils can only be replaced by a
democratic society founded on
the non-existence of any form of
discrimination.

Further, the Federation recognises
the fact that the entire country,
balkanised or not, belongs to the
indigenous people of our country.

To this end, the Federation believes
that the most oppressed and
exploited are the only ones capable
of bringing about the desired trans-
formation, armed with the following
principles:

- anti-capitalism

- anti-imperialism

= antirracism

- anti-sexism

National and international
relations

The Federation recognises the
existence of other organisations
committed to the same and similar
goals as itself, both nationally and
internationally. In its relations with
other organisations, The Federation
will maintain its autonomy and
shall not seek to affiliate to any
international confederation, but.
shall reserve the right to relate to
any of them so long as such relations
shall be governed by, or in further-
ance of our ideological orientation.

Foreign Investment

The Federation recognises that
foreign investment support and
maintain the economic system in
this country and that this systemis
geared at the maximum exploitation
of the working class. Further, the
Federation notes that the Black
working class which is responsible
for creating the wealth of the country
does not benefit from the natural
and material resources which
rightfully belongs to it. There-
fore, the Federation believes that
foreign investment in our country
is a further perpetuation of exploi-
tation and oppression, and that its
continued presence in ourcountry
is not in the interest of the working
class. Futher the Federation is
committed to a full sanctions
program for as long as the racist
capitalist minority regime exists.
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editopia.

We take this opportunity to apologise to our readership and subscribers for the irregular appearance of
Arise/Vukani this past year. The general dislocation ot life in a South Atrica in turmoil has inevitably affected the
operations of our magazine. Some of those involved in the production of Arise/Vukani have, like so many others,
had to spend time behind the bars of the apartheid regime. We have been forced to undergo a process of
reorganisation to deal with these problems, and our collective now feels confident that we wil be able to publish a
regular journal.

on v iOIen ce (Our position first mentioned in Arise/Vukani in early 7985).

Over the last few months, the repressive wave of state violence has been tragically punctuated by killings of political
activists. There is much evidence to suggest that organisational disputes and sectarianism have in many cases
become the main reason for these deaths. The idea of regarding political alternatives in the movement as
“obstacles” that have to be physically removed needs to be urgently addressed by all progressive forces.

Such actions, without a doubt, can only strengthen the enemies of the black working class and its allies, and
weaken the liberation movement. It is a well-known fact that the state has embarked on a systematic programme to
remove opposition who are part of the liberation movement. Political activists have been brutally murdered whilst
many in exile have been killed openly by the SADF. Underthese conditions, to engage in anyform of violence within
tha liberation movement is both counter-revolutionary and reactionary. Such activity makes one nothing butan

agent of the state.

Violence is a means of self-defence against the capitalistsnot a means of settling disputes within the revolutionary
movement. Those who perpetrate violence against people in the movement must be treated with the utmost
sontempt, and their actions exposed at every turn. It is vital that the democratic right of all tendencies to exist,
arganise and constructively criticise be protected by all revolutionary socialists.

Ve in Action Youth fully support initiatives to stop further killings. Our membership fully endorses the campaign
begun by the Electrical and Allied Workers Trade Union as a first step to bringing discipline to our struggle. We
therefore reiterate their call to all organisations to commit themselves to the following pledges:

(1) all organisations must defend each other against state violence.
(2) all organisations must engage in joint unity-building campaigns and activities.

(3) violence in the settlement of disputes or differences between progressive organisations must be outlawed,
and those undisciplined elements should be exposed as working in the interests of the state’s plantocreatea
South African Lebanon.

(4) the right of all progressive organisations to exist must be respected, no matter how small they may be,
because there is room for all in the broad liberatory movement.

We atso commend the Eastern Cape region of COSATU for recently spongoring
the peace talke between AZAFO and the UDF itn the Fastern (lape.

CONSTRUCTION WORKERS

Cosatu launched its Construction and Allied Workers Union (CAWU) on the 31st January
1987 after months of organising and preparations.

[+ is the construction workers who have helped in literally building our country.They
have built the shops, factories, houses, highways and skyscrapers. Yet many construc-
tion workers live in hovels. Construction workers work under bad conditions and earn

miserable wages. In the rural areas construction workers earn as little as 97c an

hour . . A i
The unity of construction workers is therefore vital. Unity is not easy but

is essential if we intend to make real and lasting gains. We believe it 1s

in theinterests of CAWU, all construction workers and the working class n
aeneral, if a sinale construction union comes into being. CAWU exists along-
side the Building Construction and Allied Workers Union (BCAWU) with a paid
up membership of 25000 members? and the Black Allied Mining and.Constructior
Workers Union (BAMCWU) with a paid up membership of 75000. The latter iwo
unions are affiliated to CUSA/AZACTU and are in the process of merging. e
hope that the three unions will work towards a greater unity.

While we fight for better conditions of work and higher wages we must not forget our
noal. This goal is to build a new society, a society controlled by workers, in the
interests of workers and for the benefit of all. A socialist society.

CAWU, BCAWU and BAMCWU have a crucial role to play in this struggle.
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WEEK

TEMBISA STRIKE

The state and government are there
to see that the system of racial
capitalism runs smoothly and profi-
tabily. It enforces the same or worse
anti-worker policies of this system
in the industries that it controls.
These industries form part and parcel
of the whole capitalist system.

State workers, (those who work in
hospitals, municipalities, schools,
forestry departments, etc.), are as
exploited as any other workers. In
fact, state workers are subjected
to extremely oppresive conditions
at work and, in most cases, are
denied basic rights like the right to
strike. They have to undergo security
checks and unions have no ready
access to these workers.

nationalisation

In many countries, not only South
Africa, the state has beenforcedto
nationalise (take over) industries
which the bosses cannot afford to
run profitably. For example, the
Leyland motor company and the
coal mines in Britain are owned by
the state. Yet the workers have no
say in the running of these indus-
tries or companies. They are run
according to the principle of making
profits and not according to the
needs and benefits of working
people. This is totally in conflict
with socialismwhich standsforthe
democratic control of the means
of production by workers.

tools down

The story of the Tembisa strike is
as follows:

Tembisa is the second largest black
township after Soweto and is
situated between Kempton Park
and Olifantsfontein. In May 1986
more than 1 200 workers from 11
municipal departments downed
tools and demanded:

- a minimum wage of R700,00 per
month

- the dismissal of certain seniors

- the right to observe stay-aways
without the loss of wages or fear
of victimisation.

Malibelinye

(SABMAWU)

An ultimation by the “mayor”, Lucas
Mothiba, for the workers to return
to work while he looked into their
problems or be dismissed, was
rejected by the strikers. They were
subsequently dismissed and started
preparing the community for the
struggle which was to follow with
doorto-door pamphletering and
discussions.

On three occasions, the workers
were teargassed and baton-charged
by the police and army, but they
could not be crushed. Seventy
families were evicted and several
strikers arrested, leaving many
families stranded. The union,
SABMAWLU, looked after the families
at Wilgespruit and started a
campaign to assist the children.

1200 detained

The entire workforce of 1200 was
arrested by the security forces.
This was the biggest single mass
detention under the State of
Emergency. The significant feature
here, was that although the workers
were in detention, the bosses still
could not get scabs to replace
them, indicating the level of support
for the strike. At the same time a
rent boycott and a consumer
boycott of the Councillors’ busines-
ses continued in support of the
strikers.

workers’ power

When the workers were released
from detention, they continued
their struggle and pressure was
put on the Councillors to resign.
By the time the councillors had
resigned, the writing was already
on the wall. The Council was
collapsing through the power of
the workers. In order to try and
save the Council, the deputy minister
of Law and Order flew by helicopter
to encourage the ‘mayor butto no
avail = Mothiba resigned and the
Council collapsed. An official from
the Department of Constitutional
Development pleaded with the
workers to return to work, giving in
to all their demands. The workers
returned to work, victorious after
eleven weeks of intense struggle.

significance

The eleven week strike was signi-
ficant in that:

(a) In a high unemployment area,
bosses found it almost impossible
to recruit scabs due to the support
won from the community for the
strike.

(b) The rent boycott was used
correctly as a tactic rather than a
principle, and was given a proper
perspective of being related to the
struggle against exploitation.

(c) The struggle against the puppet
Town Councillors was supported
by all sections of the community,
i.e., the students, youth, etc., under
the direction and control of the
workers themselves.

(d) The collapse of the Town Council,
as well as the successful rent
struggle, is accredited by all in
Tembisa to the power of the workers’
struggle.

At the end it can be said that
another small battle had been won
by black workers in the overall war
against the apartheid-capitalist
state.
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NOTES ON THEORY

In this article, we will try to broadly
explain the most important features
of socialism. We will in all future
articles, have to continue to try
and explain how socialism works
in its different aspects.

our struggle

We all know from bitter experience
that the system under which we
live causes enormous hardships,
poverty, unemployment, famine,
disease, ignorance, homelessness,
etc. In our country, racism together
with capitalism ensures the most
effective and rapid way of making
enormous profits through the
super-exploitation of black workars.
Out of the intense struggles that
have arisen from this unjust and
unequal system, oppressed people
are considering what system should
replace the present racist-capitalist
one.

Socialism is being put forward as
an alternative. In trade unions, in
our community organisations, in|
our programmes and publications,
people are all talking about socialism.
So what is socialism and how will
it solve the problems faced by the
maljority of people in this country ?

review

In previous issues of Vukani, we
have seen how capitalism is the
system that ensures enormous
wealth, power and privilege for a
few, while the working class, the
vast majority, are forced to live
lives of misery, poverty and
ingsecurity. In other words, the
main conflict in our society arises
from the division of human society
into classes whose interests

clash in production, i.e., where one
class lives off the labour of another.

All of us need clothes to wear, food
to eat, housing to survive and
hundreds of other things which we
consume and use in ourdaily lives.
These are created through the
labour of workers. The land, factories,
min&s, machinery, tools etc., are
also needed to ensure the produc-

i tion of commodities. We refertoall
i of this as the means of production.
L]

Under capitalism, the capitalist
class rules economically, and thus
politically. It controls the state, an
instrument of power that maintains
this enequal system.

To put an end to this inequality, the
working class must become the feading
class in society, and must create the
conditions for the ending of class
divisions, exploitation and oppresion.

BOSSES AND o

WORKERS .7 .~ _
HAVE o g ." )

XTeREsTS: e~

socialism

Modern day understanding of
socialism is based on the writings
of Karl Marx, Friedrich Engels,
Viadimir Lenin, Mao Tse Tung,
Leon Trotsky, and other socialist
revolutionaries. It is also based on
an analysis of the experiences of
existing countries claiming to be
socialist. By socialism we mean a
system whereby society s
controlled by workers in the
interest of workers forthe equal
benefit of all in society.

workers’ state

Once power is seized by the
working class, the previous state
and its machinery is smashed, and
is replaced by a workers' state.

The working class state has to
ensure the defence of the
revolution against the old ruling
class, as well as the ruling classes
of other countries who will gather
together armed forces to carry on
open warfare against the socialist
revolution. This is what imperialist
countries and South Africa (via
Renamo) are busy with against the
Mozambican revolution, and the
United States (via the Contras)
against the Nicaraguan revolution,

classless society

When the working class takes
powaer, it does not do so to exploit
another class or group of people;
instead it does so to bring about a
classless society. Socialism is the
process throughwhich aclassless
society can be established.



PART 1

“WHAT IS SOCIALISM

ending poverty

In comparison to previous societies,
enormous  development and
expansion of the productive forces
in capitalist society has taken place.
However, itis limited and distorted
by the capitalist goal of profits. So
while a small group of people live
lives of luxury, we still find millions
of people threatened by starvation,
living in appalling conditions and
unable to obtain the most basic
necessities of life.

planned control

By placing the means of production,
their distribution and the process
underwhich goods are exchanged
under workers' planned control,
an enormous expansion of produc-
tion can occur. For instance, the
dumping of food to ensure high
prices under the capitalist system
would not occur under socialism.

One of the aims of socialism is
to raise the standard of living of
all people, thereby putting an
end to poverty and misery.

expansion

Thus the first objective of socialist

society is to expand the levels of
production as rapidly as possible,
andcreate an abundance of goods
for all.

democracy

Under socialism, workers’ partci-
pation is required at every level.
The army will be made up of armed
workers, the judges will be elected
by the people, the production in
the factories will be determined in
every aspect by the workers
themselves. In this way, democracy
is part and parcel of the socialist
system and is extended far beyond
capitalism.

“ In our next issue. we will examine
those countries which claim to be
socialist

for

to be

‘Struggle

| socialism

WORKERS €D UCATION

DAY
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BIKO DAY: 11th September

Below are extracts from a speech
delivered by Comrade Xolela
Mangcu, an Azasm member, at
a meeting held in commem-
moration of Steve Biko.
{(University of the Witwatersrand-
11 September 1986).

Comrades and fellow revolutionaries,
this is not the time to mourn or
weep over the death of a revolu-
tionary. This is rather the time for
revolutionaries to correctly analyse
the struggle in the course of libera-
tion, and act decisively towards
the elimination of the forces of
oppression and exploitation.

big business

Whilst these forces come in
different hues with different
solutions to the problems of the
oppressed, they all seek the
maintenance of the system, albeit
ina modified form. However, a true
revolutionary cannot be deceived.
We have seen for instance, big
business representatives in the
likes of Gavin Relly, Raymond
Ackerman, Tony Bloom calling for
the dismantling of apartheid. We
have continually heard from
representatives of rich, white
urban constituencies like the PFP
calling for the extension of the
franchise to black people and the
creation of a unitary state in a
“non-racial democratic South
Africa".

imperialism

«gimes like America
and dritain have also joined the
queue waiting for the end of apart-
heid. Characterising all these
agents of capitalism is an underlying
liberalism. A liberalism that calls
for greater co-operation between
black and white whilst emasculating
the liberation struggle and safe-
guarding capitalist interests.

Steve Biko came along in the
seventies, arguing that you are
either part of the problem or part of
the solution, and called for black
self-reliance. It is only those who
had power to subjugate people on
the basis of ‘race’ who could be
racist, and black people did not
have this power.

liberalism

Liberalism was to re-emerge after
the murder of Steve Biko and the
banning of black consciousness
organisations in 1977. Liberal
bourgeois alternatives like a
national convention and negotia-
tions have become acceptable to
the reactionary petit-bourgeoisie
and businessman.

workers’ power

It is only when workers' hegemony
is established in this country that
peace can prevail. It is only when
the majority of people in this
country, the black workers who
have made this country what it is,
enjoy the benefits of their labour
that justice can prevail.

It is time for us as students, to
emerge from our cocoons and
forge working links with worker
organisations, hold meetings and
conscientise each other about the
working class struggle.

RETURN

Youth whole-
heartedly support the call made by oy

We in Action

TO SCHOOL

South Africa, that we will have a

Shiesed genuine education. Yet in the short

all progressive organisations fues-omr
including the UDF, National  grsSses
Forum, Azasm, NECC, Sansco, ¥/
Azapo, Azanyu, ANC, PAC and
BCMA for a return to schools by |2
boycotting students.

M the enemy without a hgh:_
|r we boycott indﬂl‘initeh we'll be

to us, up to the enemy. Together
with progressive teachers, we can
challenge the authoritarian teaching
methods and the content of the
present educational system which
is aimed at preparing our youth for
the cheap labour market”.

In the Vol. 1 No. 6 issue of Arise/
Vukani of March 1986, we stated
our position on the boycott of
schools clearly:

“We realise that it is only in the
long-term, in a post racial-capitalist



Jnder the motto: Courage, Unity
ind Action, the first national
Zongress of the Azanian National
Youth Unity took place in Soweto
mn 27 and 28 September 1986.
~laiming a membership of over
16 000, the Congress committed
tself to scientific socialism as the
only solution to the problems of
the Azanian masses. Furthermore,
the Congress took important policy
decisions on the following:

1. Education and the Student

Struggle 2. Sports and the Libera-
tion Struggle 3. Trade unionism and
the liberation Struggle. On Educa-
tion and the Student Struggle the
Congress realised that student
strikes and boycotts should be
conceived only as a means to-
wards an end, but not an end in
themselves. It was also stressed
that there can be no meaningful
and qualitative change in
education unless the economic
and political super-structure of
capitalism and imperialism is

On 16/9/86 an accident in Gencor's
Kinross mine set alight an insulating
foam known as polyurethane. This
incident resulted in the death of
177 miners who inhaled the toxic
fumes resulting from the fire. Even
2 days after the accident had
occurred, mine management
instructed workers to re-enter the
affected shafts.

‘JUST" AN ACCIDENT?

Polyurethane is still used in South
African mines despite evidence of
its hazardous nature. It is known
internationally to be dangerous and
its use is banned in Britain and

AZANYU
CONGRESS

KINROSS MINE
DISASTER

America. The history of Gencor's
relationship with trade unions in
the mining industry reveals more
of its anti-working class position.
Last year, Gencor held firm in den-
ying workers a wage increase which
had been negotiated with other
members of the Chamber of Mines.
In the subsequent strike, Gencor,
despite an undertaking not to
dismiss or evict miners, forced
workers (some at gunpoint) to leave
the compounds.

IS THIS UNUSUAL?

While this is one of the worst dis-

completely overthrown. The
Congress committed @self ta the
policy of non-racialism in sport,
and firmly held that theircan be no
normal sport in an abnormal society,
and that non racial sport should
serve the interest of the liberation
struggle. On Trade Unions and the
Liberation Struggle, the Congress
urged trade unions to be schools
of socialism, called on all progressive
trade union movements to be at
the forefront of political, social
and economic change, and
committed itself to support workers
in their liferand-death struggle
against the capitalists.

At the Congress, a resolution rejec-
ting “necklacing” as barbaric and
counter-revolutionary was adopted.
It also viewed the prevailing violence
amongst the oppressed and exploi-
ted as reactionary and counter-
revolutinary, and called on all
forces opposed to the apartheid-
capitalist regime to commit
themselves to the formation of a
MNational United Front.

asters, about 2 miners lose their
lives everyday in occupational
accidents. In fact this trend can be
found in every major industry in
South Africa. The Kinross ‘accident’
is simply an extreme case of what
happens EVERYDAY on the battle-
field of labour. We pay tribute to
the Kinross miners and thousands
of workers who have become
victims of capitalism. These are
true martyrs because the working
class is the only class under
whose leadership we can obtain
democracy and socialism. Down
with apartheid and capitalism.

FORWARD TO SOCIALISM!

UDF under attack

Gunmen burst into the home of Cde. Victor Ntuli, a member of a UDF-afleiatgd yquth
league, in kwaMakhuta township, Durban, on the 21/1/87.They sprayed automatic rifle
fire through the home, killina 13 people, including 7 children. Mr Ntuli was not at

home at the time.

According to UDF officials, there was no doubt at all that the attack was launched

hy Inkatha.

At the funeral of 8 of those killed in the massacre, youths masked their faces as
thev marched through the streets of the township.

Together with the UDF, we condemn the Inkatha thugs for the brutal killing of our

comrades.
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THE UNITED FRONT VS THE POPULAR FRONT

what is an alliance

An alliance means that different
lasses and their organisations
ork together because they have

a common goal. For example,

sometimes the working class and
iddle class are both oppressed

by the same government or ruling
group. They will both want to get

id of this government. So they

might come togetherin analliance

o try and do this.

who leads the alliance

But the differences between the
classes will still be there, even if
they are working together in an
alliance. The workers will carry on
their struggle to improve their
wages and conditions. The business-
men willcarryon trying toincrease
their profits,at the expense of the
workers. And “the educated people”

ill often be more interested in
getting better jobs for themselves
than in the problems of the workers.

So there will be a lot of struggle
and fighting in an alliance between
these two groups or classes.
Sometimes the middle class will
be stronger, and will use the alliance
o improve their position. Some-
imes the working class will be
able to lead in the alliance and put
he workers' interest first.

two types of unity

There are two types of unity or
alliances between organisations
and classes. These are the “United
front” and the “Popular front”. The
popular front includes an alliance
with a section of the capitalist
class, usually liberals. Such an
alliance for instance, an anti-
apartheid alliance does not address
capitalist exploitation properly. In
this popular front there will be those
who are prepared to fight against
apartheid but not capitalism. The
PFP and NAFCOC (an organisation

of black businessmen) are examples.

united front

When organisations are united in
a principled way it could lead to a
united front. Here organisations
take the slogan “March separately,
but strike together”, seriously. The
principled unity is usually an anti-
capitalist one. The leadership of
the working class, democracy and
non-sectarianism in this type of
alliance is respected and the aim
i5 to bring in a society under
worker control.

Thea Fé:lpuilrar Democrats |

have Firally takan

up Hhg workers’ Gdfl-'"-n'-" |

Thaﬂ’ﬂ press and
Jp.r'.r:.";j F..;.r Sc:lv:l-'ai'll

Emrmaﬁj;

Ore doy, 1n alliance
with big business
andk monay. ..

BUILDING
SOCIALISM

THE PEOPLE S
ANSWER




Comrades!

Thank you very much for inviting
me to speak with you on this
important occasion. We are all
aware that we are living through
the most critical moments of our
history. We all know that we are
moving forward to a socialist
South Africa where there willbe no
exploitation and no oppression.

tactics

But the road ahead of us is still a
longone anditisterribly important
that we understand this properly.
Because, if we do understand this
it willinfluence our tactics, i.e., the
ways in which we conduct our
struggle, what we do from day to
day in our factories, our shops, our
mines, our farms and in our town-
ships, in our homes and in our
schools. And for the same reason,
if we do not understand this it will
influence our tactics, i.e., the ways
in which we conduct our struggle,
what we do from day to day in our
factories, our shops, our mines,
our farms and in our townships, in
our homes and in our schools. And
for the same reason, if we do not
understand this, we can make the
most terrible tactical mistakes in
ourstruggle. Asoldierthat sets out
on a long march will have a very
different training programme from
an athlete preparing to run in a
100 metre sprint!

Just two days ago, P.W. Botha was
telling his faithful supporters at
the Transvaal Congress of the
Mational Party that they are not
prepared totalk to radicals, Marxists
and revolutionaries. That is a clear
message to us! Let us not allow
anyone to fool us into believing
that they will talk to us in order to
bring about some kind of “negotiated
settlement”! Make no mistake:
Botha and Co. consider the pro-
gressive trade union movement
and all other independent organi-
sations of the working class to be
on the side of the radicals, the
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Marxists and the revolutionaries.
They are going all out to destroy
these orgarisations or to tame
them.

Their main purpose is to find among
the oppressed and exploited people
those “moderates” from the black
middle class whom they canusein
order to prolong their rule. They
will do anything in order to divide
us, to make us believe that there is
some hope for peaceful change as
long as we foreswear the use of
violence.

differences

Comrades, we live in dangerous
times. There are amongst us people
who - to our shame and disgrace-
go out of their way to divide us and
even to make us Kill one another. |
am speaking about those of us in
the liberation movement. What is
done to people who oppose the
liberation movement is not my
business. But within the liberation
movement, we must learn to live
together even though we have
differences of opinion or differences
in ideas amongst ourselves. We
are one family and one people and
we must learn to accept thatin any
family there are disagreements.
But this does not necessarily
mean that the members of the
family become deadly enemies
who must kill each otherl Whether
one of us belong to AZAPO and
another to the UDF, this should
not prevent us from uniting in action
against the common enemy, even if
we disagree on important questions.

working class
leadership

Only the leadership of the orga-
nised working class can stop this
maddness. For it is a madness in
more ways than one! The belief
that you can simply wipe out an
ideology by killing people is a
madness! The belief that only one
organisation can represent all of
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us in this complex country with its
many different organisations and
ideas, is a madness. We shall get
to victory all together or not at all!
Unity is our greatest and most
powerful weapon in the struggle.

In prison, whether you were
Mandela or Pokela, Mlambo or
Sisulu, that did not matter. When it
came to opposing the prison regime,
we had to learn to act together.
There were dark and terrible days
when all the contradictions, all the
prejudices of the different groups
came to the surface. For weeks
and even months, no proper
communication took place. But,
always we had tocome back to the
realisation that unless we acted
together and planned together we
were simply creating openings
between ourselves which the
enemy could exploit.

socialism

Let us remember that we are
fighting for socialism and democracy.
There is no socialism without
democracy and no democracy of
and for the working people without
socialism. Within the liberation
movement, we must learn to accept
our differences, allow ourselves to
discuss and organise, accept
democratically reached deci-
sions of the working masses. This
is the way forward. And we must
help to free our women. In
CCAWUSA, especially, this is an
all-important question, because
the majority of your members are
women. We are not free unless our
women are also freed from slavery
of sexism and male dominance.
The emancipation of the working
class, the liberation of the oppressed
people and the liberation of
women: these three are aspects of
one and the same process in South
Africa. We have to make conscious
efforts not to allow them to be
separated by those who have
ulterior motives. Freedom is
indivisible: it cannot be divided
into different parts!
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