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EDITORIAL NOTES

Graphic: CAP

Our Eighth Congress

L ittle more than two and a halfyears ago,
in his closing remarks to the SACP’s 7th
Congress in Cuba, Joe Slovo made a vow.
“The 8th Congress of the SACP will be held
on home soil!”

At those words the congress erupted in
cheering. Itwas notlight-hearted cheering.
It was cheering born of determination. To
the delegates of that congress, including a
number in disguise who had been smug-
gled out of the country, there was no doubt
that we would fulfill that vow. But we ex-
pected, in all probability, that it would be

anunderground 8th Congress thatwewould
be organising.

Slovo’s vow 1s now about to be fulfilled,
butin the broad light of dayin the centre of
Johannesburg. The advance ol our struggle
and the enemy’s retreat has been more
rapid than we had expected.

In the first quarter of 1989, as we sat
down at our 7th Congress there were signs
of adeepening crisisin castern Europe and
the Soviet Union. But not even the most
optimistic right-winger was predicting such
a rapid and total collapse. Who, in the first
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quarter of 1989, would have said thatin just
two and a half years the 20 million strong
ruling CPSU would be dissolved in the
Soviet Union?

On the home front, our 1989 congress
was aware'of the growing prospect of ne-
gotiations, and the party programme made
reference to this possibility. But here too
events have moved much morerapidly than
many were expecting.

With such major changes, both traumatic
and triumphant, it might be expected that
the SACP, a party banned for 40 years,
would be more than a little off-balance at
the end of 1991. But this is not so.

In fact, we believe that our party has
come through this last testing period with
skill and purpose. Our party cadres have
played a leading role in helping to ground
the ANC, in helping it to become the
overwhelmingly largest political formation
in our country. After a difficult first year in
the open once more, the ANCisnowmoving
ahead with greater confidence, more and
more it is seizing back the tactical and
strategicinitiative that De Klerk temporarily
won in 1990,

Yet, at the same time, and in the space of
some eleven months, many of the same
party cadres, who have been in the fore-
front of ANCbuilding, have found the time
to increase our party membership some
twenty-fold. With 249 branches and 8 re-
gions the SACP is, today, in terms of real
membership, amongst the three largest
parties in the country.

In the new post-February 2 1990 condi-
tions, and sooner perhaps than the ANC
itself, our party in its interim regional and
national structures, was able to unite the
different currents of our struggle - the ex-
iles, those from the deep underground, the
released prisonersand thousands of cadres

from trade union and mass democratic
struggles. Without reneging for a moment
on our principles and traditions, our party
has shown itself open to debate, forward-
looking and not time-bound. The debate
initiated by Joe Slovo with his pamphlet,
Has Socialism Failed? , continues within and
beyond our party.

Of course, there are many testing chal-
lenges and unsolved difficulties. The party
continuestosuffer from the over-extension
of its leading cadres, a high proportion of
whom are fulltime in the ANC and in
COSATU unions. More than 90% of our
20,000 membersare totally new to the party.
In the coming year, therefore, a major
effort at organisational and ideological
consolidation will have to be undertaken.
The 8th Congress will be discussing this. It

will also discuss the specificrole and profile
of the SACP within the context of the ANC-

led alliance.

And where will we be two and half years
from now?

Certainly within South Africa the situa-
tion will continue to be extremely fluid.
The groundswell support for our immedi-
ate political demands - for an Interim
Government and a democratically elected
Constituent Assembly - has grown power-
fully. We are certain that these demands
will be won. But, precisely because we are
on course for the realisation of our imme-
diate and longer-term strategic objectives,
our enemies can be expected to strike back
with ferocity. There is every possibility that
the dirty war of targetted assassination and
indiscriminate terror will be extended.

There are many opportunities and many
dangers ahead. One thing is certain. The
discussions and resolutions of the SACP’s
8th Congress will impact powerfully on the
unfolding process.
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Free our political

prisoners

ecember 16th marks the 30th anniver-

sary of Umkhonto we Sizwe. Let us use
this anniversary to ensure the immediate
and unconditional release of our MK cad-
res and all other political prisoners still
held in apartheid jails.

Among thosestillimprisoned by De Klerk

arc:
¢« MZONDELELI NONDULA and MTHE-
THELI MNCUBE, who are still being held
on Death Row in Pretoria. Comrades
Nondula and Mncube are MK operatives
who were active, in separate units, in the
northern Transvaal during 1985. Nondula
is from Mdantsane, East London. He left
the countryin 1981 at the age of 19. Mncube
is from Diepkloof, Soweto. They were cap-
tured between December 1986 and Janu-
ary 1987 and brutally tortured. Most of the
charges against them related to landmine
explosionsin the northern Transvaal which
resulted in several deaths. Mncube was also
charged with the killing of two security
policemen who had captured him and
thrown him into a van with the bodies of his
comrades. He managed to escape, killing
his captors in the process. He was recap-
tured eight days later after failing tofind his
way back across the border. Both comrades
have now spent three and a half years on
Death Row.
* ROBERT McBRIDE: He was captured in
July 1986 and tortured while being held
under Section 29 of the Internal Security
Act. He was sentenced to death in April
1987, At the time he was 28 years old. He
was sentenced, among other things, for a

car bomb attack on a bar in Durban known
to be frequented by off-duty SADF and SAP
personnel. The attack resulted in three
deaths. He was also convicted on ten counts
of “terrorism” for various sabotage attacks
oninstallationsin Natal. He masterminded
and carried out the heroic springing of
Gordon Webster while Webster was under
armed guardin the Edendale hospital. After
fouryearsin the shadow of the gallows (and
after more than 300 people had been ex-
ecuted during his time on Death Row)
McBride’sdeath sentences were commuted
to life imprisonment. Comrade Robert
McBrideis presently being held in Westville
prison in Durban.
¢ SIBUSISO SENELE MASUKU: Com-
rade Masuku is from Soshanguve outside
Pretoria. He was sentenced to death on
August 31 1987 for the killing of a police-
man. The policeman was killed during a
night vigil for an activist who had been
gunned down by police. Originally95youths
were arrested for this murder, the majority
of them between the ages of nine and
thirteen. Masuku was charged with this
murder while already in prison, serving a
ten year sentence for MK actions. Comrade
Masuku'sdeath sentence wasrecently com-
muted to 30 years. He remains behind bars.
Besides these comrades, there are 4 MK
members (Frans Mokomana, RoedneyMore,
Petrus Mothupi and John Pilane) impris-
oned in Bophutatswana. There are a fur-
ther 96 political prisoners still in Bop jails
including 81 BDF soldiers and 5 PPP mem-
bers from the coup attempt against
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Mangope, and one AZANLA operative.

There are also approximately 290 politi-
cal prisoners (broadly categorised as "un-
rest-related”™) who were members of vari-
ous youth, civic and trade union structures
and whose actions arose out of the struggles
inside the country. A large number are
Eastern Cape activists, products of the 1980s
which saw a virtual civil war raging through
the urban and rural areas of this part of our
country. But imprisoned comrades from
the period of the states of emergency and
the mass struggles of the 1980s are to be
found scattered throughout our country.
They include the remaining four of the
original Sharpeville Six, and members of
the Upington 14.

Dieter Gerhardt, who was convicted of
High Treason on the grounds that he was
spying for the Soviet Union in order to
assist the liberation movements in their
efforts to overthrow the state, remains in
prison.

We also have MK members currently
awaiting trial. Theyinclude Jacob Rapholo,
Joseph Koetle, Jeremy Seeber and Sipho
Elias Mabena.

De Klerk continues to claim that there
are no more political prisoners in South
Africa. He says there are only criminals left

Poor, powerless

in prison. De Klerk knows that he is lying.

If our MK operatives are criminals, then
whywere they detained under Section 29 of
the Internal Security Act? Why were they
charged with “terrorism” and with attempt-
ing to overthrow the state? Why were they
charged with furthering the aims of the
ANC? Our comrades took partin an armed
struggle againstanillegitimateregime. They
operated under the discipline of our or-
ganisations.

The nearly 300 comrades who remain in
jail for their actions against policemen,
councillors, kitskonstabels and notorious
traitors are also clearly political prisoners.
Their actions were motivated by political
ideals, not by any personal gain. While the
members of the security forces who fired
on crowds of protesters, who shotand killed
women and children in KwaNobuhle,
Langa, and many other places, have never
gone to jail (in many cases they have actu-
allyreceived promotions),itisabitterirony
that ordinary men and women, some very
young, remain behind bars awaiting deci-
sions from the so-called Indemnity Com-
mittees.

FREE OUR MK HEROES! FREE ALL
POLITICAL PRISONERS IMMEDIATELY
AND UNCONDITIONALLY!

Julian Ogilvie Thompson

.iG od knows...we all know perfectly well
that the influence business had on
the NP was minimal. [ don’t expect that the
influence of business on the new democ-
racy in South Africa is going to be any
different.”

The words are those of Julian Ogilvie

Thompson, chairman of South Africa’s
enormous Anglo-American Corporation
empire.

He goes on 1o utter what must count as
the South African quote of the year: “f may
be the chairman of a g group, bl just like
anybody else I have one vole.”
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This is breath-takingly arrogant. In the
first place, the great majority in our country
still do not have the vote (a “minor” detail
that seems to have escaped Ogilvie
Thompson). But, moreinteresting, Ogilvie
Thompson’s simple disclaimer reveals
transparently the very essence of bourgeois
liberal ideology.

What is the essence of liberalism? Itisan
adherence to FORMAL equality, to the
APPEARANCE of equality, the better to
disguise massive REAL inequality. Ogilvie
Thompson disclaims power, the better to
preserve it.

True, here in South Africa even formal
equality (equal rights, equal citizenship,
one-person one-voite) has been absent
Winning formal equality will, therefore, be
an important step forward. But Ogilvie
Thompson’s quote of the year is there to
remind us that formal equality can cover up
a multitude of sins.

Is Ogilvie Thompson's political power
seriously reducible to his one vote once
every five years? That's laughable. In the
first place, he is less than honest when he
claims that big business has had a negligi-
ble influence on the NP. True, there have
been times when the apartheid regime and
big business have had their lovers’ quarrels.
But today the influence of big business on
the NP is so pervasive, so thorough, that
their voices are indistinguishable on all the
major political, social and economic ques-
tions of our country.

Even more to the point is the fact that
Ogilvie Thompson is expressing the views
we have just quoted in The Star (October 1,
1991), the Nagship of The Argus newspaper
group. Now The Argus group happens to
be owned by Anglo-American. The Argus
group accounts for half the daily newspa-
pers sold in South Africa. Among Anglo’s

EDITORIAL NOTES

other media-related holdings is Times Me-
dia Limited, which in turn has a 23% stake
in M-Net. Anglo also happens to own a
major stake in the key media distribution
company CNA, and it has a large share of
the Mondi/Sappi paper production cartel.

Inshort, apart from its gigantic presence
in every sector of our economy (from
mining, services and manufacture to
bankingand farming), Anglo-Americanalso
controls a huge ideological empire. Itisan
empire whose ability to manufacture “public
opinion” and therefore influence politics
should not be underrated for a moment.

Now we are not suggesting that Ogilvie
Thompson, at the summit of this massive
ideological apparatus, dictates every last
word and sentence that gets published in
his newspapers. In fact, as an individual he
probably has very little, if any, direct daily
influence on these newspapers. But he
doesn’t need to! _

The editors of the key newspapers, like
the directors of M-Net, all live and breathe
the same general values and outlook of
Anglo-American. That's why they were ap-
pointed to their posts in the first place.
They share with Ogilvie Thompson the
same basic assumptions - that the “free
market” is God’s gift to the 20th century,
that nationalisation is a “crime against hu-
manity”, that the rich are rich because they
are superior and the poor are poor because
they don’t work hard enough. If The Argus
group editors, like the Times Media editors,
didn’t believe these things they wouldn't
be where they are.

Facing the very page of The Staron which
Ogilvie Thompson tells us that “just like
anybody else 1 have one vote”, is a long
editorial. | am sure that the editorial and
the interview with Ogilvie Thompson were
not particularly planned to gaze lovingly
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upon each other from facing pages. But the
editorial is one of those coincidences that
are not exactly fortuitous.

The editorial slams the ANC and Nelson
Mandela: “On Friday, Mr Mandela ex-
humed again the specious proposition that
his government would nationalise mines
and financial institutions because there was
no other way. The kindest thing that can be
said about the suggestion is that he didn’t
really mean it; that he was casting a forlorn
bone to his own diehards, some of whom
live in a socialist past and still itch to get
their hands on wealth, ostensibly so that

they can channel it to the poor,” etc., etc.

For the editorialist on The Star some
thoughtsare simplyunthinkable, “hedidn't
reallymeanit”. Some thoughts are disquali-
fied, almost before they are uttered. They
are simply beyond the bounds.

One-vote-like-everybody-else Ogilvie
Thompson didn't have to dictate these views
to his editorialist. Like the famous dog on
those old LP records, the editors of Anglo’s
newspapers have been listening to His
Master's Voice for so long they can now
reproduce the ideology of big busincss
without the slightest coaching. %

In thelr own words...

CHERYL CAROLUS: “l'm hmlved in puﬁtiu arecise a
politician. You don’t think P'm going to let any dmn?oliu:mu run my life, do you?”
« Cheryl Carolus, SACP national Interim Leadership Group, and ANC National
Executive Committee member. - Viye Weekblad

GROUCHO MARXISM: “I don’t think that we are at the end of socialism. I think we
«can say, about socialism, what another Marx, Groucho, said about sex: it is going to be
_y.‘itll'_tu for a while.” - Emesto Laclau, Marxism Today
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DEBATE: VANGUARD PARTY OR MASS PARTY?

A party

of the
working
class,

or an
amorphous
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ith the demise of
soclalism in east-
ern Europe the

working class is facing its
biggest challenge today.
This has led to many ideas,
some of which challenge the
verytheoretical foundations
of Marxism-Leninism. Some
people are even shy to men-
tion. Lenin, let alone the
theoretical works of Stalin.
All this throws a new chal-
lenge to our Marxist theore-
ticians today.

The problems facing us
are by no means new. They
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date back to the opportunist Bernstein who,
when faced with whatappeared to be formi-
dable capitalism, started talking about
“freedom to criticise” Marx, demanding “a
revision of the Marxist doctrine™ (hence
the term “revisionism™). Bernstein de-
manded a renunciation of the revolution,
of socialism and of the dictatorship of the
proletariat. !

Lenin was to be faced with the same ideas
coming from the “economists”. They too
renounced the dictatorship of the prole-
tariat and demanded “freedom of criti-
cism”, They denied that the party had a
leading role to play. It is interesting that
those who are revising Marx today are
comingupwith the same old rejected theory
- that of renouncing the dictatorship of the
proletariat and vanguard role of the party.
In an attempt to refute Marxism-Leninism
they come up with an alarming statement
that Marx, Engels and Lenin were often
wrong. In other words they are trying to
repudiate the scientific basis of Marxism-
Leninism. They are telling us that in the
case of a breakdown you can use a steering
wheel in the place of a car wheel because
both these are circular in shape. They see
no difference between eleven and one be-
cause they are all strokes.

Not suprising
It is not surprising that this logic has led
them to seeing all classes and people as
being the same and thus qualifying for an
amorphous party. They pose the question:
“who is to be the judge ol who should be a
member of the party?” Obviously no one
can be a judge in such an amorphous or-
ganisation.

Of course Lenin dealt with this aspect
some 88 years ago and yet it keeps surfac-
ing. Dealing with this question the Shor

= . . S .

History of the CPSU says:

“Lenin regarded the party as an organ-
ised detachment, whose members cannot
just be enrolled. Thus, unlike Lenin’s for-
mulations, Martov's formulation would
throw the door of the party wide open to
unstable non-proletarian elements. On the
eve of the bourgeois democratic revolution
there were people among the bourgeois
intelligentsia who for a while sympathised
with the revolution. From time to time they
mi'ght render some small service to the
party. But such people would not join an
organisation, submit to party discipline,
carry out party tasks and run accompanying
risks. Yet Martov and other Mensheviks
proposed to regard such people as party
members, and to accord them therightand
opportunity toinfluence party affairs. They
even proposed to grant any striker the right
to ‘enroll’ himself in the party although
non-socialist, anarchist and Socialist Revo-
lutionaries also took part in strikes.”

Old-fashioned
Of course our comrades tell us that this is
old fashioned and that these are the days of
Gorbachevand Boris Yeltsin. We agree with
them on this assertion and know that these
new times with their new ideas have led to
the disarming of the working class and the
demise of socialism in the face of aggressive
imperialism.

This departure from Marxism-Leninism

| was to appear again immediately afier the
i end of the second world war. Earl Browder

in the USA proposed Lo dissolve the Com-
munist Party and set up the Association of

- Communists, which allowed everyone to be

a member. Browder, like our modern
Browderites, argued that during the war
many Americans had participated in de-
stroying nazism'and in so doing had worked
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closely with communists and that therefore
admission into the party should be wide
enough to allow such elements. At the time
this brought about a lot of controversy. It
was comrade Duclos of the French Com-
munist Party who exposed and destroyed

this revisionism of Earl Browder. In Yugo- |

slavia Djilas and Rankovich proposed a
“League of Communists”, saying that all
those who had participated in the patriotic
war against nazism were cligible 1o the
membership o' this League of Commu-
nists.

We find

modern South African
marxists. From 1976 there
was a revolutionary up-
swing in the people’s strug-
gle for liberation. The
revolutionary youth was at-
tracted to Marxism. Marx-
ism-Leninism became the
fashion. Unfortunately this
revolutionary zeal was not
matched by revolutionary
theory. Most of these peo-
plewereweakin theoryand
inexperienced in political
organisation and therefore
had only a vague, and for
the most part incorrect,
idea of Marxism derived
from “legal” Marxism as
supplied by universitiesand
those books purporting to
be the works of Marx.
With mass participation
in the struggle and the
working class embarking
evermore on militant ac-
tion, our Marxists were
even attracted by the lan-
guage ol some of these
people and began to talk of democratic
socialism and abandoned scientific social-
ism. In a great stampede from the so-called
“personality cult” and bureaucratic prac-
tices they began to advocate a mass party
which allowed everyone in. To them de-
mocracy became something that existed

- somewhere in space and was an ideal to be

attained.
To speak of democracy in abstract is as
wicked as speaking of society in general.
Democracy in abstract is nothing but

' bourgeois philistinism.
Heoame reasoning in our own |

Every Marxist knows the history of the
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word “democracy” and that it relates to
society in time and place.

Unless we make it clear that today de-
mocracy means capitalism we shall our-
selves do the work of the bourgeois theore-
ticians and deceive the working masses.

Socialism as expounded by Marx and
Engels is scientific. It does not become less
so because of some malpractices.

Speaking of this pointin a different situ-
ation Lenin says of Kautsky: “One cannot
help smiling at Kautsky's efforts to make it
appear that there are people who preach
contempt for democracy and so forth. That
is the sort of twaddle Kautsky uses to befog
and confuse the issue, for he talks like the
liberals, speaking of democracy in general,
and not of bourgeois democracy. He even
avoids using this precise, class term, and
instead, tries to speak about “pre-socialist

democracy’.” ?

Gorbachev, not Lenin
We have quoted extensively from Lenin
and in this we shall earn the wrath of our
modern Marxists whose ideal is not Lenin
but Gorbachev. For they tell us that social-
ism has produced Gorbachev.

But we would rather move together with
the SACP which clearly states [in its 1962
programme] that:

“The genius of Vladimir Lenin, recog-

nised leader of the workers and oppressed
people of all countries, threw a bright light
on the further development of 20th cen-
tury capitalisin into its highest and last
stage - Imperialism.™ *

Further on the 1962 programme says:
“Mankind will enter upon a greater free-
dom, in terms of the principles of commu-
nism. But this great change will not come
about of its own accord, or by persuading
the capitalist ruling classes that change is

reasonable and desirable. Noruling classin
history ever bowed itself gracefully off the
stage... Due to differences of history and
national tradition, which the Communist
Parties take into account, the precise path
to socialism will differ from one country to
another. But international experiences
show that certain basic laws apply to all
countries. Headed by the Marxist-Leninist
Party and in alliance with most of the peas-
ants and other working people, the work-
ing class must destroy the state of dictator-
ship of the capitalists, and replace it with
the dictatorship of the working class, offer-
ing the widest democracy to the great ma-
jority of the people...” ®

Thus we have come to the crossroads.
Either a Marxist-Leninist party has the van-
guard role of mobilising all the working
class and its allies the peasants and the
middle class and leading them into a na-
tional democratic revolution headed by
the African National Congress, or it be-
comes an amorphous mess which allows in
all and sundry and works towards reform-
ing capitalism into “democratic” socialism.

No compromise
Here there can be no co mprnmise - either

| a vanguard party or just another labour

| party or social democratic party.

- EET . T

Itis the task of the working class to come
out clearly and defend the party of Marx,
Engels and Lenin.

We must eradicate petty-bourgeois ideas
parading as Marxism. %
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Lenin is not a statue

Jeremy Cronin replies to Harry Gwala

A Union statues of Lenin are being

torn down. The spectacle of toppling
statues of the most outstanding revolution-
ary figure of our century brings great joy to
our class enemies here in South Alfrica.
Theyimagine that, by knocking down stone
and bronze, the living legacy of Lenin is

Il over eastern Europe and the Soviet | also somehow being destroyed. In this they

are profoundly wrong.

Unfortunately, there are those like com-
rade Harry Gwala who, in wanting to de-
fend Marxism-Leninism, share almost ex-
actly the same illusion as the demolishers.
They want to stand guard over Lenin the
Statue. They confuse the role of a revolu-
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tionary with that of a museum curator, or a
high priest of some elite cult protecting a
holy shrine. At the end of the day this is
deeply anti-Leninist, it fliesin the face of all
that Lenin struggled for. This is not
vanguardism - it is rearguardism.

This rearguardism produces a number
of wild, demagogic sallies and inconsisten-
cies in the course of Gwala’s short paper
(“A Party of the working class, or an amor-
phous mess”). For instance, he sniffs at the
right to “freedom of criticism” within the
party. And yet, in the act of sniffing, he is
exercising that very right! He even goes so
far as to call on the working class (whom he
has just excluded in its overwhelming num-
bers from party membership) to “eradi-
cate” (whatever that might mean) the “petty
bourgeois ideas” of the present SACP lead-
ership.

In another passage, Gwala correctly criti-
cises vague references to “democracy in
general”, but then he tries to subsume the
call for “democratic socialism”™ under this
vagueness. But to call for democratic so-
cialism is, precisely, to link the question of
democracy to socialism, to the class strug-
gle. There is nothing vague, and there is
nothing unscientific about that.

But itis, in particular, to the question of
the Leninist theory of the vanguard party
that I want to address myself in criticising
the general assumptions presentin Gwala’s

article. In order to address this question we i
must, in the first place I suggest, take Marx- |

ism-Leninism seriously as a science, in other
words as a living body of theory. It has its
basic principles and concepts, on whose
foundation a much broader theory is con-
stantly being developed, revised, extended,
enriched and transformed as a result of
concrete practice, theoretical work and
collective struggle.

The unprincipled abandonment of ba-
sic concepts, not because they have proved
to be wrong, but because they are tactically
embarrassing, is opportunism. But the
freezing of Marxism-Leninism intoa closed
and unchanging doctrine, a blue-print that
simply requires application in any given
situation, is dogmatism. It is, of course, this
latter tendency that is so evident in Gwala’s
intervention.

Despite his invocations of scientific so-
cialism, Gwala treats Marxism-Leninism,
not as a science, but as a Holy Script. He is
like a religious fundamentalist for whom
every word of the scriptures is true because
they are God’s words. For the fundamen-
talist, truth depends upon the infallibilty of
the Source, upon theidentity of the Author,
and not on how well a particular body of
theory happens to work in practice. This is
exactly Gwala's approach. Auacking those
whom he considers to be today's “revision-
ists” he argues “they come up with an
alarming statement that Marx, Engels and
Lenin were often wrong. In other words
they are trying to repudiate the scientific
basis of Marxism-Leninism”.

Thescientific basis of Marxism-Leninism
does not rest on the infallibility of three
outstanding personalities. Marx, Engelsand
Lenin certainly never claimed to be infal-
lible. They argued strongly that knowledge
is always relative. It is always an approxi-
mation to reality. Itis, at best, always more
or less true. The history of the sciencesis a
history of constant struggle to deepen and
extend knowledge.

If we treat Marxism-Leninism seriously
as a science, then we are also able to treat
Lenin seriously - Lenin the revolutionary,
not Lenin the Statue, not L.enin of the few
select quotations.

Precisely because Marxism is a science,
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notadogma, precisely because Leninwasa
revolutionary materialist, not a religious
fundamentalist, his own theoretical writ-
ings and speeches are alive with develop-
ments, reformulations and even contra-
dictions. Lenin constantly revised many of
his own perspectives - yes, the very first
“revisionist” of Leninism was often Lenin
himself!

This could not be clearer than in regard
to the question that is at the very centre of
Gwala'sintervention - Lenin's theory of the
vanguard party.

Lenin and the
vanguard party

“Our Party hasstagnated
while working under-
ground... it has been
suffocating under-
ground during the last
few years. The ‘under-
ground’ is breaking up.
Forward, then, more
boldly; take up the new
weapon, distribute it
among new people, ex-
tend your bases, rally all

‘The sciantiﬂc basis of
Marxism-Leninism does
not rest on the

rather the new form of the basic organisa-
tional nucleus of the workers™ party, must
be definitely much broader than were the
old circles. Apart from this, the new nu-
cleus will most likely have to be a less rigid,
more ‘free’, more ‘loose’ organisation. With
complete freedom of association and civil
liberties for the people...”

Who wrote this passage? Bernstein,
Browder or Martov? Or any of the other
“revisionists” on Gwala’'s black-list? In fact,
the passage was writlen by Lenin himself! It
comes from a pamphlet entitled “The Re-
organisation of the
Party”, and it was written
in November 1905,

Now,wewould fall into
exactly the same dogma-
_ tism as Gwala, if we were
to cast this particular pas-
d sage (and others like it
N from the same period)
in bronze and erectitinto
Lenin’s final and incon-
| testable word on the van-
guard party. Lenin’s
views on the exact role
and character of the

the worker Social Demo- . arty, and the related
crats round yourselves, mfallihility of three Euegﬁﬂn of the relation-
incorporatetheminthe outstanding ship between revolu-
ranks of the Party or- personalities’ tionary consciousness
ganisations by hundreds and mass struggle, were

and thousands. Let their delegates putnew | never static.,

life into the ranks of our central bodies, let |

the fresh spirit of young revolutionary Rus-
siapour in through them...For this purpose,
_itis necessary for all comrades to devise new
forms of organisation by their independ-
ent, creative joint efforts. It isimpossible to
lay down any predetermined standards for
this, for we are working in an entirely new

e _ The new form of organisation, or

[t is possible to distinguish at least four
basic and differentviews on this set of issues
in the course of Lenin’s writings:

I. In his first analyses of this area (“Draft
Programme of the Social-Democratic
Party”, 1895), Lenin sees revolutionary
working class consciousness emerging di-
rectly out of trade union struggle: “Thus
the struggle of the factory workers against
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the employers inevitably turns into a strug-
gleagainstthe entire capitalist class, against
the entire social order based on the ex-
. ploitation of labour by capital.” ?

II. A few years later Lenin begins to shift
very sharply from this perspective. This
shift is crystallised in his famous work, What
Is to Be Dome? (1902), where he asserts the
exact opposite: “We have said that there
could not have been Social-Democratic
consciousness among the workers. It would
have to be brought to
them from without. The
history of all countries
shows that the working
class, exclusively by its
own effort is able to de-
velop only trade-union
consciousness, i.e., the
conviction that it is nec-
essary to combine in un-
ions, fight the employers,
and strive to compel the
government to pass nec-
essary labour legislation,
etc. The Theory of Socialism,
however, grew out of the
philosophic, historical, and
economic theories elaborated
by educated representatives
of the propertied classes, by intellectuals.” *
Instead of a revolutionary, socialist con-
sclousness emerging directlyandinevitably
out of trade union struggle, as Lenin had
asserted in 1895, he now sees this con-
sciousness as being brought to the working
class from the outside by intellectuals of
bourgeois and petty bourgeois origin. Itis
the latter perspective that determines his
conception (in 1902) of the role and
character of the party. It is essentially a
tight-knit body of professional revolution-

&Y .
‘Lenin’s views on the
character of the party,
and the relationship to
mass struggle, were

never static’

2

ary intellectualswho bring the revolutionary
line to the working class,

The character of such a party should be
guided by its tight cadre policy : “The only
serious organisational principle for the
active workers of our movement should be
the strictest secrecy, the strictest selection
of members, and the training of profes-
sional revolutionaries.” *

In What Is to Be Done?it is the revolution-
ary professionalism and theoretical purity
of the party membership, not its class char-
acter, that is being
stressed by Lenin (“the
organisation of revolu-
tionaries must consist
first and foremost of
| people who make revo-
lutionary activity their
profession...all distinc-
tions between workers and
intellectuals... must be
effaced”. *

I1I. In 1905 Lenin’s ap-
proach was to shift dra-
matically once more.
His earlier theseson the
party were to be sub-
jected to the criticism
of events themselves. In

' 1905 the first Russian Revolution broke out

:

1
||

with a mass working class uprising which
led to the formation of revolutionary organs
of people’s power (the soviets). Lenin was
never a dogmatist. More rapidly than the
other leading members of the Bolsheviks
he realised the need to radically revise the
perspectives of What Is to Be Done? .
Writing on the 1905 uprising and the
formation of soviets he now recognises: “It
was not some theory, not appeals on the
part of someone, or tactics invented by
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someone, not party doctrine, but the force
of circumstances that led these non-party
mass organs to realise the need for an
uprising and transformed them into organs
of an uprising.™ Lenin spares neither the
party nor himself: “In December, we, the
leaders of the Social-Democratic proletariat,
were like a commander-in-chief who has
deployed his troops in such an absurd way
that most of them took no active partin the
battle. The masses of the workers de-
manded, but failed to receive, instructions
for resolute mass action.”’

It was against thisbackground that Lenin
now began to call, as we have already seen,
for the incorporation of workers “in the
ranks of the Party by hundreds and thou-
sands.” [twas now necessary, Lenin argued,
for “the new nucleus...to be lessrigid, more
‘free’, more ‘loose’...With complete free-
dom of association and civil liberties...” ®

In theyearsbetween 1905and 1917 there
were no major departures by Lenin from
this broad perspective. In State and Revolu-
tion (1917) Lenin envisages a dictatorship
of the proletariatin which the partyis given
no privileged political position. The work-
ing class directly and continually nomi-
nates, revokesand controls those delegated
to run the state. At the beginning of 1919,
at the Second All-Russia Trade Union Con-
gress Lenin even argues: “But now, pre-
cisely now, especially after the political
revolution, which has transferred power to
the proletariat, the time has come for the
trade unions, as the broadest organisation
of the proletariat on a class scale, to play a
very great role, to take the centre of the
political stage, to become, in a sense, the
chief political organ...” ® This is a far cry,
indeed, from the position of What Is to Be
Done?, where trade unions are seen as in-
herently narrow and economistic in

character.

IV. But a few months later, and in subse-
quent years there is another significant
shift in Lenin’s approach to the party. He
returns to the 1902 theme of tightening up
on admissions to the party. The industrial
working class that had led the Russian revo-
lutionin 1917 had nowvirtually disappeared
as a political and economic force. Civil war
and foreignintervention had broughtabout
an almost total collapse of industrial pro-
duction (by 1920 it was at 13% of the pre-
war period). On the other hand, the Bol-
shevik party was now a ruling party and
therefore “it must be borne in mind that
the temptation to join the ruling party at
the present time is very great...there will be
a big increase in the efforts of petty-bour-
geois elements, and of elements positively
hostile to all thatis proletarian, to penetrate
the Party.” 1°

But unlike the 1902 position of What Is to
Be Done?, Lenin is here concerned not, in
the first instance with the theoretical purity
or revolutionary professionalismof the party,
but with its class composition. Lenin argues
for a policy that makes it easier for workers,
strictly defined, to qualify for membership
than other strata (“we must without
fail...define the term ‘worker’ in such away
as to include only those who have acquired
a proletarian mentality from their very
conditions of life. But this is impossible
unless the persons concerned have worked
in a factory for many years...” ) !!

What can we learn from this brief over-
view of Lenin’s perspectiveson the vanguard
party?

* In the first place, itis absolutely ludicrous
to lift a few quotations from a secondary
source (as Gwala doesfrom The Short History
of the CPSU1942 edition) and present these
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as if they were some timeless, frozen Lenin-
ist theory of the party. Those who are so
fond of invoking Lenin should at least take
him seriously. They should read what he
actually wrote and said.

¢ What Lenin says about the party is com-
plex, shifting, sometimes contradictory.
Lenin's ideas are not a dry formula that we
can simply apply mechanically. But, pre-
cisely because they are complex, shifting
and sometimes contradictory, Lenin’s writ-
ings on the party are
immensely more useful
and challenging for us
than any rigid, cut-and-
dry formula.

¢ What Lenin has to say
on the party must be
firmly located within the
particular historicaland
political moment that
this or that intervention
was made. Thesituation
in Russia in 1895 was
different from 1902,
which was vastly differ-
ent from 1905, and so
on. Thisis not tosay that
there are no generally

‘Iin a world in which
socialist forces are
generally on the retreat,
the South African
Communist Party is not!’

are notalternative choices. “Mass” describes
the CHARACTER of a party. "Vanguard”
describesits ROLE. A party might be either
“mass” in character, or it might be (as the
SACP was in its underground years) asmall
formation of more or less professional
revolutionaries.

Throughout the twists and turns of his
theorising about the party, Lenin never
ceased conceiving of it as a vanguard for-
mation. Butwhat characteritshould assume
in order to fulfill thisrole
was something on which
he changed his perspec-
tive, partly as a result of
changing material con-
ditions. |

Thus, when in 1905
Lenin calls for a massive
opening up of the party,
for the admission of
al workers “by hundreds

- and thousands” (and he
explicitly uses the term

“mass party”)'® he is not

abandoning the concep-

tion of the party as a

vanguard. But the party

Lenin had tried to build

useful insights.
* But, in order to gain such mmghts we
need also to understand our own specific
situation. Mechanical applications from
Russia of 1902 to South Africa of 1991 have
more to do with religious fundamentalism,
than with Marxist materialism.

The SACP, the mass/vanguard debate
I cannot do full justice to this question
here, but against the background of the
above | would like to make a few basic
observations.

In the first place “mass” and “vanguard”

following the perspec-
tives of What Is to Be Done? had missed the
boat in the 1905 uprising, its character
needed to be changed, it needed to open
itsranksto the thousands of militant workers
thrown up in struggle, in order to better
fulfill its vanguard function.

Of course, this means that the distinc-
tion [ have made between the roleof the party
(itsvanguard role) and its character(mass or
highly selective, open or clandestine, based

| primarily on its theoretical purity or on its

working class composition, etc.) is notitself

| amechanical distinction. If you change the
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character of the party you are also probably
changing the way in which you conceive
that the party should fulfill its vanguard
role.

Turningto the specific situation in South
Africaand the 16 months since our launch.
In July 1990 we launched the SACP as a
legal formation under two main banners:
“Build the workers’ vanguard”, and “Build
the mass party”.

We set ourselves the target of drawing in
some 20-30 000 new members before our
first congress. We said our membership
should be a membership of activists, we were
notinterested in membership numbers for
their own sake.

We said our members would have to be
structured into functioning branches, we
were not interested in a loose paper mem-
bership. We also said that in building basic
party branches, districts and regions our
prime target was to be the industrial working
class.

What, briefly, was the background to this
party building perspective? The SACP at
the time of its unbanning in February 1990
enjoyed wide prestige amongst the militant
working class and youth in eur country.

But, organisationally, the party was ex-
tremely small. Inside the country it had
developed relatively effective, but very small
underground networks. The bulk of its
membership was in exile - and this exile
membership reflected the class and social
character of the broader exile community.
It was largely youth and intellectuals (it was
they, after all, who had the mobility to go
into exile). The social weight of the work-
ing class in our party was limited. In addi-
tion, the overwhelming majority of the ex-
ile membership was deployed full-time, as
soldiers, administrators and diplomats, not
in the party, but in the ANC.

DEBATE: VANGUARD PARTY OR MASS PARTY?

The unbanning of the party also oc-
curred, of course, against the background
of nearly 18 years of sustained working class
and mass popular struggles in our country.
The militant trade unions and mass
democratic formations had generated tens
of thousands of relatively mature cadres,
schooled in struggle..

Of course there were weaknesses and
limitations, but [ certainly do not share
Gwala’s elitist and aloof judgement on this
generation of revolutionaries: “From 1976
there was a revolutionary upswing ...The
youth was attracted to Marxism. Marxism-
Leninism became the fashion. Unfortu-
nately this revolutionary zeal was not
matched by revolutionary theory. Most of
these people were weak in theory and inex-
perienced in political organisation and
therefore had only a vague, and for the
most part incorrect, idea of Marxism...”
Gwala, of course, inexcusablyslidestogether
15 years of struggle. Because there were
weaknesses in theory and organisational
experiencein 1976, heisarguing, we should
be excluding from our party tens of thou-
sands of working class and youth militants
in 1991 lest we become contaminated!

Gwala wants to transform the SACP, not
into avanguard, butarearguard, aninward
facing cabal, desperately defending a dry
and dusty dogma.

No doubt there is much still to be done
within our party. We are confronting nu-
merous challenges and difficulties. The
SACP'sindependent profile and role, within
the context of our alliance with the ANC
and COSATU, certainly need to be sharp-
ened.

There is a great deal of internal consoli-

dation that must now occur. We need to

continue our collective debate, deepening
and pursuing our understanding of the
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crisis in eastern Kurope and of the socialist
way [orward.

But, as we approach our 8th Congress
with a membership of over 20 000, with our
strongest branches and districts in the in-
dustrial heartland of our country, the SACP
is more of a working class party than it
perhaps has ever been in its entire 70 year
history.

[t certainly has a considerably more
working class character than it has ever had
over the last 30 years. In a world in which
socialist forcesare generally on the retreat,
WE are not.

After 16 months of open party building,
the SACP is better poised than ever to fulfill
its vanguard role in the unfolding South
Alrican revolution. %
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The crucial role of
the intelligentsia

Karl von Holdt

T

Itis a question of the character and role of
the party.

he question of whether or not a party
is a vanguard party or a mass party is

Under the harsh conditions of apartheid |

repression, the SACP may have had no
alternative Lo organising along the lines of
a vanguard party.

But conditions have changed, and they
have changed fundamentally. In the first
place, the partyisnowlegal and can organise
in the open.

Secondly, the party is now establishing
itself in the context of a society which is
moving towards constitutional multiparty
democracy. This means that there will be

political pluralism and free political com- |

petition between different political parties,
programmesand ideologies. Thisisawholly
new and different terrain for the party to
'DPETEIIE O

Thirdly, the party is facing these chal-
lenges in a historical moment when social-
ism is facing a profound and devastating
crisis, [tis simply not enough to say that we
in South Africa are relatively untouched by
the crisis, because the masses here still
supportsocialism. Whatisitthatthe masses

not primarily aquestion of numbers. |

— i

support? What is socialism, and what is the |

democratic socialism that the SACP talks
about? And what strategic perspective do
we have for getting there? These are the

burning, unavoidable questions thrown up |

Karl von Holdt Is editor of the South
African Labour Bulletin. He is not a
member of the SACP
|

by the current crisis, in South Africa as in
the rest of the world. And let us not bluff
ourselves that the masses are not asking
these questions as well.

Unless the SACP can begin to show that
it is seriously debating these questions it
will land up isolated, nostalgic and inef-
fectual. It will be totally unable to operate
on the new terrain of public debate, political
pluralism and democracy.

The need for a mass party

What implications does this new situation
suggest for the role and character of the
party?

[ would say that it suggests very strongly
the need for a mass party - not necessarily
one with a massive membership, but one
thatisopen,democratic and thatis primarily
geared to struggle for the hegemony of
working class interests in socicty, rather
than to overthrow the state by military in-
surrecton.

By hegemony of working class interests,
I mean the organisational and ideological
leadership of the working class in public
life, in the institutions of civil society and
the state.

The concept of socialism has always been
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central to any such project. Working class
organisations have always put forward a
socialistvision as the alternative to the capi-
talist order, and itis around this vision that
they have organised the struggle for he-
gemony. But if you no longer know what
socialism is, if socialism is facing a massive
credibility crisis around the world, howcan
you organisc the hegemony of the socialist
project?

Thus the most urgent task facing the
party is to open the debate about what
socialism is, and how we might struggle
towards it. Unless the party can begin to
suggest answers and directions itwill not be
able to attract much support. It is perhaps
because the party has hardly begun thistask
that so few intellectuals, or members of the
intelligentsia more broadly, are joining it.

The party and the progressive intelligent-
sla
The intelligentsia are an extremely impor-
tant layer in any society. As thinkers, teach-
ers, lecturers, researchers, journalists, edi-
tors, students, church leaders, musicians,
playwrights, lawyers, doctors, engineers, etc,
they are enormously influential. They or-
ganise, create and shape knowledge, they
interpret the world and they are central to
the consciousness thatasociety has of itself.
The intelligentsia are therefore a potent
force in the struggle between contending
political visions. Establishing support
among the intelligentsia is a crucial part of
any strategy to win hegemony.
Thereisalarge progressive intelligentsia
- black and white - in'this country, support-
ive of the struggle for democracy, many of
them sympathetic to the goals of socialism.
They are located in the universities, the
newspapers, the schools, the theatres, the
churches. Not only are they important in

the struggle for influence, for hegemony,
in society. They are also a crucial resource
in the project of rethinking and redefining
socialism.

We should be under no illusions. The
task of rethinking and renovating socialism
will require enormous theoretical, analyti-
cal and creative work. Intellectuals and
other members of the intelligentsia will be
essential for this work. If the party does not
seek to engage and interact with such
people, if it fails to win their support and
sympathy, it will be cutting itself off from a
tremendous resource for the renewal of
socialism and the renewal of the party.

At the same time, the broader project of
democratising SA society, and formulating
and implementing development strategies,
will require not only mass struggle, but
enormous creative and intellectual effort
on the part of the intelligentsia in many
different arenas of society. If the partywants
to be part of this process, have any influ-
ence on it, or learn from it, it will have to be
located among the intelligentsia as well as
the working class.

Yet the SACP has made verylittle effortto
work among or win the support of such
people. Indeed, the party’s draft manifesto
fails to even specify that thisis an important
task.

How then could the party begin to take
up this important challenge?

In the first place, itwould have to state in
its manifesto that this is an important task

. and why it is so. It would have to dedicate
| itself and its membership to achieving it.

e

T

Secondly, the party would have to dem-
onstrate that it is a party of debate, of
creative thinking and serious analysis. It
would have to acknowledge that the crisis
of socialism is critical, and that the SACP
itself is part of the crisis. It would have to
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TN L : g intelligentsia through the very
"""ﬁf-ir',fl,..".'.._'__ i boldness, the high quality, and
doi Lot ST the excitement of its questioning
_J : :...._ 5 and debate. Indeed, itwould have
' = to convince them that the partyis
at the centre of progressive de-
bate and analysis.
And it will have to
convince the intel-
ligentsia that they
have a role to play in
the debate, a vital con-
tribution to make.
Again, the issue of de-
bate and analysis would have
to be addressed in the party's
manifesto.
Thirdly, the party would have
to understand the intelligentsia,
their work, their frustrations and
ambitions, their aspirations to
contribute to a better world. It
would have to work out activities
and strategies for engaging with
the intelligentsia, and persuad-
ing them of the above points.
Finally, the progressive intelli-

gentsia is motivated by a deep
desire to contribute to changing
the world, to improving the lives
of the people. Itisalso frustrated
by the lack of democracy and
limitations itfinds inits own work
in an oppressive and exploititive
society. For example, progressive
journalists are frustrated by the
way they are forced to report on events in
the world; progressive university lecturers
are frustrated by the conservative forces
that control universities; progressive doc-
tors, lawyers, engineers often experience

open up all the questions that trouble so-

cialists and other progressives. In other

words, it would have to pursue the ques-

tions posed by Cde Slovo in his courageous

contribution, Has socialism failed?, as well as

questions that have not yet been posed. similar obstacles to being fully productive
It would have to attract the progressive = and creative in their work.

‘African Communist/4th Quarter 1991 + Page 21



DEBATE: VANGUARD PARTY OR MASS PARTY?

In short, the progressive intelligentsia
desires to contribute both to transforming
society, and it desires to transform its own
working situation.

The party needs to demonstrate thatitis
avalid and powerful vehicle for contribut-
ing to both transformations: that through
the party the intelligentsia can contribute
to transforming society, and that the party
can help transform their own work and the
institutions where they work.

The mass party: forging the unity of
masses and intelligentsia

But doesn’t this emphasis on the intelli-
gentsia mean building a new type of van-
guard party based on an elite of intellectu-
als far removed from the masses?

No it does not. A party which appeals to
the progressive intelligentsia is not an elit-
ist vanguard party if at the same time it is
rooted in a powerful mass base. In fact, its
appeal to the intelligentsia would depend
on its ability to show that it has a large,
politically conscious and militant working
class membership.

It should be a forum for interaction and
mutual intellectual, cultural and political
enrichment of working class members and
members from the intelligentsia. Without
the mass movement of the working people
the intelligentsia will be powerless to
transform the world. But without the in-
telligentsia the working class too will be
unable to build a better society. Thus the
party should forge the unity of these dif-
ferent forces.

In short, while the party must base itself.

in the working class, it is equally true that it
must appeal to and root itself among the
progressive intelligentsia. Unless it does
this, the party will not be able to develop
into a powerful mass party. Itwill be limited
in its ability to influence society, it will be
unable to renew socialist theory and prac-
tice aswell asthe partyitself, and itwill deny
the working class the possibility of trans-
forming the world.

The kind of party I am describing would
hold within itself abroad range of left-wing,
socialist views. It would be a party of lively,
vibrant and serious debate and political
work. In this it would be very different from
the ‘Marxist-Leninist vanguard party’. Win-
ning the support and participation of a
broad section of the intelligentsia is essential
for building such a party. Building a van-
guard party would drive most of the intel-
ligentsia away, because of its need for a
narrow political line and authoritarianism.

It is not a vanguard project because, by
becoming rooted among the intelligentsia,
the party would have the resources to
struggle for hegemony in a democratic,
pluralist political terrain. This is a crucial
aspect of building the party as a moral-
political force with broad influence and
support in different sectors of society.

In this article | have tried to show that if
it wishes to make a political impact in SA,
the SACP will have to become a mass party.
And, crucially, I argue that if it wishes to
become a mass party it will have to take
extremely seriously the need to engage
with and win support among the progres-
sive intelligentsia. %
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PARTY PROGRAMMES

A brief history of the
programmes of the SACP

Max Ozinsky

he founding conference of the Com-
T munist Party of South Africa (CPSA)
was held from 30 July to 1 August
1921 in Cape Town. The conference
adopted a manifesto which was an “appeal
to all South African workers, organised and
unorganised, white and black, to join in
promoting the overthrow of the capitalist
system and outlawry of the capitalist class,
and the establishment of a Commonwealth
of Workers throughout the world.”
Outlining briefly, in one page, the con-
trol of state power by the capitalist class, it
states that the task of the “Labour Move-
ment” is to overthrow this system and in-
stitute a new socialist order. It says that the
Russian workers in the Great October So-
cialist Revolution had given the lead on this
issue. The manifesto attacks the existing
reformist leadership of the labour move-
ment. [t says that the immediate and main
duty of the moment is to establish the
closest contact with the workers of all ranks
and races and to propagate the communist
gospel amongst them.
The manifesto goes on to say that the task
of the CPSA is not only propaganda, but
also to “guide and inspire the struggling

workers...{(and) generally act as the revo- |
lutionary vanguard of the labour army of :

South Africa.”

After the founding conference of the

Our 8th congress will
be debating a new
party manifesto,
“Bullding workers'
power for democratic
change”. The new
manifesto is part of a long communist
tradition In our country.

Max Ozinsky looks at the forerunners of
our new manifesto.
|

CPSA a number of other manifestos were
issued by the party. Forinstance, “The fight
to the finish™ was a manifesto issued to the
striking workers of the Witwatersrand on
30 January 1922, during the Rand Revolt.
There is also an election manifesto in May
1924, for the white general election of that
year, calling for the defeat of the “Capitalist
gang, the Smuts government”.

From the content of these documents it
can be seen that in those days the party
made a sharp distinction between mani-
festos (which were more like agitational
pamphlets) and a party programme. In
fact, the first draft party programme only
appears at the end of 1924, although there
is mention of the 2nd Congress in 1923
adopting a “Party Constitution and Plat-

' form” for submission to the Comintern.

These early manifestoswere appeals, calls
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to action from the party. Is there any differ-
ence between a manifesto and a pro-
gramme? It is perhaps just a matter of
words. But there is something of a tradition
inwhich amanifestoisseen aslessanalytical
than a programme. Lenin appears to have
observed this distinction. For instance
during adebate on the party programme at
the 8th Congress of the Russian Communist
Party (Bolshevik) in 1919, Lenin argued:

“We educated the party of the proletariat
witH the aid of the Marxist programme, and
the tens of millions of working people in
our country must be educated in the same
way...This cannot be done by means of a
manifesto. The manifesto of the Third In-
ternational is an appeal, a proclamation, it
calls attention to the tasks that confront us,
it is an appeal to the people’s sentiments.
Take the trouble to prove scientifically that
you have an economic basis, that you are
not building on sand. If you cannot do that,
donotundertake todrawup a programme.”
(Selected Works, volume 3, p135)

The December 1924 CPSA conference
adopted a draft programme for discussion
by the branches. The draftis short, lessthan
four pages longwith the following headings:
Capitalism and Socialism, the Class Strug-
gle, The Communist Party and its tasks in

South Africa, and Present Demands. It is |

not clear when this programme was formally
adopted by the party.

1929: Native Republic

The next programme seems to have been a
new party programme adopted at the 7th
annual conference of the CP5A on 1 Janu-
ary 1929. This conference was one of the
most crucial for the party. It followed after
the 6th congress of the Communist Inter-

national had outlined the Native Republic
slogan for the CPSA. The Native Republic

slogan set theimmediate task of the partyas
the self-determination of the African peo-
ples, that is their complete liberation from
imperialist as well as feudal rule and op-
pression. In other words, the party was to
fight for national liberation of the African
oppressed. This programme is seven pages
long, with just under half of it being a list of
“particular demands”. The first section of
the programme is mainly a discussion of
the relationship between national oppres-
sion and class exploitation.

1944: Scientific soclalism

The next programme seems to have been
adopted at the January 1944 national con-
ference heldin Johannesburg. This confer-
ence adopted a new programme and con-
stitution which remained in force until the
dissolution of the party in 1950. The 1944
programme is very brief, about three pages
long and mainly in point form. It contains
no theoretical analysis, except to say that
the party is based on the principle of scien-
tific socialism and is guided by the theory
and experience of the international labour
movement. It then sets out demands in
point form under six headings such as:
Political rights, Economic rights, Workers
rights, etc. It does notset out how to achieve
these rights.

1962: The Road to South African Free-
dom

“The Road to South African Freedom”
(RSAF) was adopted as the SACP pro-
gramme at the 5th conference of the SACP,
held underground inside the country in
1962. This programme, RSAF, is the first
that contains a detailed and theoretically
grounded analysis of South Africa. Asitsays
initsintroduction: “In this programme the

| SACP states its fundamental principles. It
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surveys the vast changes which are trans-
forming the world and the continent we
live in. It analyses the historical roots and
the underlying realities of South African
society. It puts forward its answers to the
problems facing the people of our country
today.”

RSAF marks a number of changes in the
outlook of the party. The programme bases
the SACP as a party of the African continent.

It has a long section on the “African Revo-
lution”, which discusses the break up of the
colonial system in Africa. It says that “the
struggle of the peoples of the rest of Africa
and those of South Africa

is that it pres.:..s CST in a generally well
argued way, based on a class analysis of our
society. Even twenty years after it was
adopted, in the early 1980s when the party
was again rebuilding its influence in the
mass movement, we were able to use that
programme in our propagandawork towin
support for the SACP.

The RSAF is also the first programme of
the party to explicitly state that it “unre-
servedly supports and participates in the
struggle for national liberation headed by
the ANC". It calls, together with the ANC,
for the summoning of a sovereign national

convention to draw up a new

against colonialism and for
freedom are one and indivis-
ible.”

The 1962 programme also
outlines the theory of Colo-
nialism of a Special Type
(CST) clearly and as a whole
for the first time. Today we
cansayinretrospectthatthere
are a number of problems in
the way in which the RSAF
outlines CST. For instance, it
talks about the level of “white
South Africa” which has the

The Road to South
African Freedom
also raises the
question of armed
struggle

convention,

The programme also, for
the first time, raises the
question of armed struggle.
Armed struggle is not dealt
with as a strategy for the sei-
zure of power, butratherasa
form of defence against the
attacks of the regime. The
discussion of armed struggle
is very brief, and is at pains to
point out that the party does
not reject “all non-violent
methods of struggle as use-

features of an advanced capitaliststate;and | less”. It advocates the use of all forms of

the level of “Non-White South Africa”which |

has the features ofa colony. The programme
seems to imply that black and white South
Africa are totally separated physically. This
is an analogy which does not take into
account how intertwined the colonial bloc
and the colonised are in reality. Every day
millions of colonised black workers actually
work in factories owned and run by the
white colonialists.

Many of these kinds of problems are
corrected in the 1989 party programme.

However, the greatimportance of the RSAF |

struggle by the people. Itdoes, however, say
that white minority rule will crumble “be-
fore thereality of an armed and determined
people. The crisis of the ruling classes will
deepenand the possibilitywould be opened

. of a peaceful and negotiated transfer of

power”. But it is not totally sure about this
because it says that “whether its end is
brought about through such a peaceful
transition or by insurrection, the vicious
type of colonialism embodiedin the present
Republic of South Africa cannot long en-
dure.”
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The RSAF then makes a number of fairly
detailed immediate proposals of the party
on questions such as state structure, civil
rights, economic development, etc.

1989: The Path to Power

A new programme of the SACP, “The Path
to Power”, was adopted in 1989 at its 7th
Congress. The process of preparing and
drafting the programme was a long one.
The 1987 plenary session of the central
committee established a constitution com-
mission. T he commission first asked all
party units to look at the 1962 programme
and submit recommenda-

be making to the liberation struggle.
Thirdly, and mostimportantly for the party
in 1989, the programme provides a clearly
defined path to the seizure of power -
through insurrectionary organisation. The
programme does not see this in isolation. It
states quite clearly and in bold letters that
“armed struggle cannot be counterposed
with dialogue, negotiation and justifiable
compromise, as if they were mutually ex-
clusive categories”. It goes on to say that
“whether thereisan armed seizure of power
or a negotiated settlement, what is indis-
putable to both is the development of the

political and military forces

tions onwhat the programme
should contain. These pro-
posals were collected by the
commission and a draft was
prepared on the basis of them.
The draft was then circulated
for discussions in the party
units. About 1250 amend-

of the revolution.”

Some comrades have criti-
cised the programme for not
predicting that the regime
would enter into negotiations
with the ANC,

It has been argued that
this shows that the partyfailed

ments, suggestions and addi- The Path to Power in its task when drawing up
tions came from the units contains a very “The Path to Power”. This
which dealt with questionsof ~ €lear outline of the  seems 1o be a harsh criticism.
formulation, emphasis, omis- vanguard role of At the time that “The Path to
sions, style and additions. As the party Power” was drawn up the

Joe Slovo said when introduc-

ing the discussion on the draft programme
at the congress: “In a sense we can truly
claim that the draft before youisan attempt
to express the collective thinking of our
whole membership.”

There are three major developments in
“The Path to Power” compared to the 1962
programme. Firstly, the analysis of CST is
much tighter and morerigorous. Secondly,
the progamme contains avery clear outline
of the vanguard role of the party in the
national liberation struggle. Thereisawhole
chapter on this question which stresses the
particular contribution that the partyshould

s demand from the ground was
| for a clear guide to action, not predictions

about what the moves of the enemy might
be.
A programme can only be general, based
on what is concrete, what we actually know.

In discussing the new draft manifesto,
“Building workers’ power for democratic
change”, it is necessary to get a deeper
understanding of how the political situation
has changed since 1989.

Now, in much easier circumstances, when
we can meet and discuss openly, we must
have openness and maximum participation
by all comrades. %
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Green comr!?umsts’?

‘The Stellenbosch Comrades’
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The environment Is something
which cannot be ignored by an
organisation representing
workers’ interests - this is the
argument of this discussion
article by a collective

signing Itself ‘The
Stellenbosch Comrades’

attention is being given to envi-

I nternationally, unprecedented
ronmental matters. Ontheone ¢ ol

..__?&.:etlmm_h.;ﬂl_j = %
e N b L Ly
) " o

hand, people are becoming in- o,

creasingly aware of the fact that R

the very existence of the human race ﬂ!’*

may become dependent on environmental

protection. On the other hand, there is a However, the reality is that ordinary

growing recognition that all people have a | working people and the poor have the most
right to a clean and healthy environment. | directinterestin a healthy environment. It

A perception exists that concern for the | istheywhoaretheimmediate and defence-
environment is the exclusive preserve of | lessvictims of environmental degradation.
the idle rich. This could be ascribed to two Apartheid has forced the majority of our
factors. It is primarily the rich who appear | people to live in dirty and ugly townships
to benefit from environmental conserva- | where little provision is made for effective
tion (they can afford to visit game parks). | disposal of rubbish and sewage. Many of
And big business has eagerly jumped on to | our people live amongst filth and are
the green bandwagon in its attempt to use | exposed to diseases caused by such poor
environmental awareness as a sales mecha- | sanitary condiuons. The problem is wors-
nism. ened by the absence of clean and accessible

S —
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running water in large parts of the country. | equal land distribution. Already in 1980,

Although Eskom produces 60% of Afri-
ca’s electricity, about 70% of South Africans
do not enjoy the benefits of housechold
electricity. Instead, their energy needs must
be fulfilled by cutting down trees (a time-
consuming and ecologically destructive
exercise), or by using paraffin (a dirty and
expensive alternative to electricity). Shack
dwellers dependent on wood or paraffin
live with the ever-present danger of fires.
Yet, the government subsidises the electri-
fication of distant white farms.

Although the majority has

46% of the Ciskei’s soil was badly eroded.
Corrupt bantustan regimes import toxic
waste to pay for their repressive armies and
police forces. Also, many rural people have
been pushed ofl their land to make way for
nature reserves from which they derive no
benefit.

Capital’s “concern” for the environment

 is somewhat ironic considering that many

environmental problems are caused by the

| capitalist system. The following are four

areas where this is clear:
* The profit motive. The

no electricty, they also suffer
the consequences of the
pollution caused by Eskom’s
coal-burning power stations.
Renewable energy sources
(forinstance,wind, water and
sun) are viable alternatives,
but the government and
Eskom still regard nuclear
power as a solution, despite
itsdangers. Clearly, no threat

capitalist frame of mind,
which puts profit above all
else, relegates the envi-
ronment to the status of a
secondary concern. Capi-
talism’s continued exist-
ence depends on never-
ending growth and ex-
pansion, which requirein-
creasing exploitation of
limited resources.

to Eskom’s monopoly will be
allowed.

Toxic waste and other
harmful substances consti-
tute a major threat Lo a
healthy environment. Fac-
tory and transport workers
who have to handle these
substances, and farm workers who have o
spray crops and trees with pesticides, are
maost vulnerable 1o this danger. Employers
do little to provide adequate protection for
these workers and existing legislation doces
not ensure safe working conditions.

The bantustan system has virtually de-
stroyed the ecology of many rural areas.
Here people’s livelihood is being affected
by soil deterioration, caused largely by un-

Big business eagerly
jumped onto the green
bandwagon as a sales
mechanism

¢ Extremes of wealth and
poverty. The capitalist
world economy has cre-
ated underdeveloped
countries which are poor
and often have to aban-
don long-term economic
and environmental plan-

' ningintheir struggi{r for short-term survival,

Capitalism also mcans that wealth is un-
equally distributed between the rich eliwe
and the poor masses. The poor often have
to live in squatter seitlements, where scar-
city of space and absence of electricity lead
Lo the removal of vegelation, which in turn
leaves the land vulnerable o soil erosion
and floods. This is why the poor are almost
always alfected most by natural disasters.
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Capitalism does not have the capacity to
reduce (let alone eliminate) poverty. In-
deed, poverty has increased both in abso-
lute and relative terms under the interna-
tional capitalist regime.

* Capitalist mining in SA. The mining in-
dustry, for long the back-bone of South
Africa’scapitalist economy, isa major threat
to environmental quality and human health.
Gold and coal mining cause high levels of
acid, mercury, cyanide and arsenic to con-
taminate soil and water, posing a danger to
human, animal and plant life. Abandoned
asbestos dumps cause lung cancer and as-
bestosis.

* Consumerism and the motor car. Capi-
talism is based on growing consumerism,
which encourages people to buy more and
more things, thus further exhausting
natural resources and causing more pollu-
tion (both in production and packaging
processes). Consumerism is glamourised
by an advertising industry whose sole pur-
pose is to persuade people to buy things,
irrespective of whether they need or can
afford them, and regardless of the detri-
mental consequences.

In particular, capitalist consumer society
has made the privately owned motor car a
status symbol, at the expense of decentand
affordable public transport. But motor cars
are harmful in many ways - leaded petrol
causes brain damage and abnormal devel-

opment in unborn babies. Exhaust emis-
sions cause photochemical smog which af-
fects people’s eyes, noses and lungs.

Since capitalism is a major cause of envi-
ronmental problems, it disqualifies itself as
a possible solution to these problems. Of
course, it would be naive to think that this
implies that socialism is the panacea for all
environmental problems. Some of the
former “socialist” states have been equally
guilty of environmental destruction. Per-
haps this could be seen as partly the result
of the growth of power relations which
alienated the rulers from the ruled in these
countries.

However, a démocratic socialism based
on the grassroots needs of ordinary people
(something wich capitalism could never be
because it requires undemocratic power
structures to promote the interests of the
ruling elite) could provide the framework
for harmonious co-existence between hu-
mans and their natural environment.

This is why it is essential that organisa-
tions representing the workers, the poor
and the unemployed be at the forefront of
the struggle for the democratisation of
water, energy and other natural resources.
While we build an ecologically sane society,
let us remember the words of Marx: “That
human life is linked to nature means simply
that nature is linked to itself, for humans
are part of nature.” %
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RE-READING MARX ON RELIGION/PART |

Religious identity and

revolutionary

Charles Villa-Vicencio

response: On thisside of utopia, "Yes'-as

a persisting, escapist social illusion, says
Marx. With the dawning of the socialist
utopia, the answer is, ‘No’, he continues. It
will simplywither away, because there will
be no reason for it to exist. Are these con-
clusions a necessary part of Marx's under-
standing of social reality? The answer is
‘“Yes, but...” A final question: Is there a place
for a revolutionary understanding of reli-
gion in a contemporary reading of Marx?

I shall: (a) Show why Marx came to re-
gard religion as the opium of the people,
accepting that religion has historically of-
ten (usually) exercised this function in so-
ciety. (b) Argue that religion, in terms of
Marx’s own social theory, is not necessarily
oppressive or a form of illusionary, social
escapism. (c) Contend that it is important
for Marxists to rediscover the revolutionary
potential of religious belief, not merelyasa
tactical move to lure religious people into
the social revolution; but because religion
gives expression to an understanding of
reality without which the social revolution
cannot succeed.

The argument that follows presupposes
a pragmatic and critical approach to the
reading of Marx. Recent events in Eastern
Europe constitute an historical reality to
which theorists are compelled to respond.

Is there religion after Marx? A quick

commitment

Chares Villa-Vicencio Is Professor of
Religion and Society at the University of
Cape Town

The underlying vision of the Marxian en-
terprise, which is to change society rather
than merely to understand it (or to legiti-
mate any particulary ideological under-
standing of it), at the same time remains
the motivating intent of what follows.

Marx's Understanding of Religion
Marx's critique of religion was essentially
taken over from Ludwig Feuerbach, whose
rejection of religion the young Marx ac-
cepted as the final word on the matter. “For
Germany,” Marx wrote, “the criticism of
religion has been largely completed; and
criticism of religion is the premise of all
criticism...™ Although critical of Feuerbach
in other areas, Marx accepted destruction
of belief in God as the first step toward the
criticism of the economic ills of capitalism.
Onlywhen people stop depending on Ged,
and accept responsibility for shaping the
character of society, he argued, could the
social revolution begin. Why does Marx
come to this conclusion?

i. For Marx religion is a human creation.
“The basis of irreligious criticism,” said
Marx, “is this: man makes religion; religion
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does not make man.” * He saw God as no
more than a fictitious being created by
people unable and unwilling to take re-
sponsibility for their own suffering; no more
than a naive human creation, intended to
enable people to deal with the fears and
disappointmentswhich characterise human
life. To fail to recognise this function (dys-
function) of ‘God’ in history, was for Marx
to acquiesce to human suffering and to
accept the explottation of society - which,
he insisted, was within the capacity of hu-
mankind to change. More specifically, he
argued, it is the proletariat (who have
nothing to lose) who contain this capacity
for change. All other classes have enough
to lose torender them less capable of being
major agents of change.

ii. Religion, in other words, isan illusion.
As finite beings, people experience inse-
curity and a sense of vulnerability. The
reality of death promises extinction and
personal defeat. The response to this situ-
ation, has been the projection or creation
of an all-powerful, unlimited and eternal
being who is expected to come to human-
kind’s aid - a God who symbolises all the
powers and virtues to which humankind
aspires, but fails to appropriate for itself.

In brief, Marx found Feuerbach's notion
of humanity projecting its hopes and fears
away from itself, an explanation for religion
and ethical quietism. Having projected its
internal quest for personal and social fulfil-
ment to the level of reality itself, this pro-
Jjection acquires an objectivity of its own,
which impinges back onto humanity. The
outcome is people entrapped in passivity,
unable to deal effectively with their anxie-
ties and hope for a better world. “Man - this
is the mystery of religion - projects his being
into objectivity, and then again makes him-

= em——

RE-READING MARX ON RELIGION/PART |

himself, thus converted into a subject.” *

Believers may come to experience asense
of security as a result of this illusion. The
problem isthat this false securityisultimately
destructive of the latent human potential
which lies below the very insecurity that
drives humankind to create an all-powerful
divine being in the first place. If the very
qualities after which humankind hankers
are projected onto God, the outcome is a
denigration of humankind. People are left
in submission, deprived of their full hu-
manity.

The illusion is a destructive illusion. It
undermines the positive resources of hu-
manity and the potential of people to rise
above their personal and social alienation.
Seen in this way, Marx's exposure of the
illusionary character of religion liberates
and emancipates those who have divested
themselves of their power by giving it to
God. Torecognise the illusion is a first step
whereby the victims of the existing social
order can take charge of their own lives.
Religion, says Marx, “is the fantastic realisa-
tion of the human being inasmuch as the
human being possesses no true reality” -
because this reality has been projected into
the heavens. “The struggle against religion
is, therefore, indirectly a struggle against
that world whose spiritual aroma is reli-
gion.™

iii. “The criticism of religionis the premise
of all criticism.™ Marx saw in Feuerbach's
criticism of religion an instrumentfor wider
use. His concernwas therejection of Hegel's
idealism, within which the human ideas
about life are objectified as absolute spirit
from where they act back onto human
history, controlling the thought and behav-
iour of people. The Christian religion was
central to Hegel’s system. Itwasa dominant

self an object of this projected image of | part of nineteenth century Prussian ruling
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class ideology. Marx, in turn, encountered
Feuerbach’s critique of Hegel in
Feuerbach's The Essence of Christianity.
Given this situation it was inevitable that
Marx would begin his critical social theory
with a critique of religion. He at the same
time showed little interest in religion per se,
and never engaged in a scientific study of
religion.

This historical context which contrib-
uted to Marx’s rejection of religion is im-
portant. Itshould not, however, cause us to
lose sight of the important insights into
religion which Marx provides. Put differ-
ently: “Itis necessary”, suggests Alistair Kee
“to distinguish between the central place
which critical thinking aboutreligion played
in the development of his work generally
and the minor and peripheral place which
criticising religion occupied in his life.™
Starting with a critique of religion, Marx set
about subjecting all social institutions and
ideologies to an historical materialist cri-
tique. In so doing he never chose in any
serious manner to enquire whetherreligion
could fulfill anything other than an op-
pressive/illusionary function in society.

iv. “The ideas of the ruling class are in
every epoch the ruling ideas.” Given the
illusionary character of religion in Marxian
thought, the inevitable question is who is
responsbible for the illusion and whose
interests are thereby served? It has already
been suggested that humanity as a whole
shares in the creation of religious answers
to the problem of finitude. For Marx, how-
ever, class factors operate at every level of
human existence, which means that as the
dominant classes control material and eco-
nomic resources of society, so they also
control intellectual ideas within society.
These ideas are not left unchallenged by
the under classes, but given the material

and structural resources of the the ruling
class which, for example, controls the me-
dia and dominates leadership positions, it
is the ideas of the dominant classes which
are dominant. Religious ideas and symbols
are subject to the same process. Inreligion
as in all other areas of thought, the ideas,
values and interests of the ruling classes
dominate.

v. “Religion (then) is the opium of the
people.™ Itisan escape from the harshness
of life. To the extent that it is shaped and
influenced by the dominant classes, itisan
exercise in misdirecting the attention of
the under classes away from the socio-
economic causes of their misery to the
empty or non-existent heavens. Together
with the other nineteenth century "Masters
of Suspicion’, Marx saw the criticism of
religionasaground clearing exercise which
would enable people to give their attention
to social revolution. In the words of Freud,
the social ills of society could only be cured
by the victims of religious neurosis “with-
drawing their expectations from the other
world and concentrating their liberated
energies into life on earth.™

vi. Religion is at the same time “an
expression of real suffering and a protest
against real suffering.” It is “the sigh of the
oppressed creature, the sentiment of a
heartless world, and the soul of soulless

i conditions.™® Religion is, in other words,

a recognition that the world is [lawed and
in need of change. Itisa cryfor deliverance.
It is here that those interested in religion
must focus their attention, further expand-
ing on the Marxian notion of religion as
protest. Religion, for Marx, is a balm, a
narcotic and a cry for help. It provides a
false security. As such it needs to be de-
stroyed in order that true healing may come.
To the extent, however, that it is also a
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“protest against real suffering”, the simple
dismissal or destruction of religion is not
necessarily the only feasible revolutionary
- response to religion. History shows that
religious protest can be elevated to the level
of rebellion and revolution. To this per-
ception of religion we return.

In summation: Marx's views on religion
contain little advance on the standard
atheistic critique of the time. He showed no
apparent interest in the question of God,
concluding with Feuerbach that this ques-
tion had “no longer any interest for the
intellect.”"" He nevertheless offers asubtle
critique of Feuerbach. -

In agreeing with Feuerbach that people
are changed as a consequence of changed
circumstances, he argues that Feuerbach
“forgets that it is men who change circum-
stancesand thatitis essential to educate the
educator.”® The implication is a more
positive (and dialectical) attitude towards
such intellectual and cultural resources
which playaroleinshaping the attitudes
and actions of people. In so doing
Marx seemstoallow (theoretically)
that religion, as an ingredient of
culture, can be part of thiscultural
instrument for change.

Showing little interest in reli-
gion, Marx does not develop this
possibility regarding religion. His
interest in religion was solely with
regard to thesocialfunctionitfulfilled
in an oppressive nineteenth century
European capitalist society.

Yet even at this level his religious
judgment (although largely correct!)
was not based on the kind of scientific
analysis of concrete social data on reli-
gion, which he so adamantly pro-
moted in all other areas of social
analysis. It is this that persuades

Charles Davis that his “theory of religion is
asserted with a metaphysical absoluteness”
which contradicts the very historical mate-
rialism which he seeksto promote. Toquote
Davis: “His account of religion is self-con-
tradictory, in as much as it rejects religion
on the grounds that religion is pure theory
independent of practice, but does so in a
purely theoretical manner, disallowing the
possible modification of the rejection of
future practice.™®

It is this that poses the question whether
(Marxian) historical materialism necessarily
renders religion no more than an escapist
social illusion?

More than Opium
In his later years Marx was ready to adopta

morerelaxed attitude towardsreligion than
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was the case at the time of his earlier writ-
ings. Asked about religion in an interview
in 1871, he seemed to suggest that the
question of belief was a personal matter
rather than a prerequisite for accepting
historical materialism. “On that point I
cannot speak in the name of the society
(the International). I myself am an athe-
ist.”* Even at the height of his polemic

Per Frostin suggests the latter. '* Comb-
ing Marx’s later writings for any hints of a

‘properly scientific critique of religion, he

identifies what he calls “the forgotten text
in Das Kapital’ which is a long footnote in
Chapter 13 of Volume 1:

“Darwin has interested us in the history
of nature’s technology, i.e. in the forma-
tion of the organs of plants and animals,

against the religion of the
state, he remained intrigued
with the attitude of the early
Christians to life. “They lost”,
he suggested, “their chance
of the kingdom of heaven on
earth because they rejected
and neglected (revolution-
ary) action” - an observation
which confirms Marx’s rec-
ognition that religion, for all
its failures, gives expression
to the cries and hopes of the
oppressed. * To this extent
atleast, religion mustbe taken
seriously.

Marx was not a scholar of religion and
many of his presuppositions about Judeo-

Christian tradition were wrong.'® His es- |

sential critique of this tradition nevertheless
strikes at the heart of religion and ought to
be taken more seriously byreligious people.
“Letus not search for the secret of the Jews
in religion”, he observed, “but for the se-
cret of their religion in the living Jews...""?
For Marx the truth of any religion is to be
found in praxis, notin the theoretical truth
whichitsadherents proclaim. The question
to be considered is whether these more
tolerant and yet critical comments on reli-
gion should be taken as mere “asides” or as
indications of there being space within the
theoretical frameworkof his thoughtforamore
positive attitude towards religion?

Are Marx’s more
tolerant and yet
critical comments
on religion to be
taken as mere
‘asides’ or as
indications of there
being space within
the theoretical
framework of his
thought for a more
positive attitude
towards religion?

which organs serve as instru-
ments of production for sus-
taining life. Does not the
history of the productive or-
gans of man, of organs that
are the material basis of all
social organisation, deserve
equal attention? And would
notsuch a history be easier to
compile, since, as Vico says,
human history differs from
natural history in this, that
we have made the former,
but not the latter? Technol-
ogy discloses man’s mode of
dealing with nature, the
process of production by which he sustains
his life, and thereby also lays bare the mode
of formation of his social relations, and of
the mental conceptions that flow from
them.”

Marx then applies this principle to the
history of religion, in what Frostin shows is
the only place where the later Marx deals
with the principlesand methodology of the
critique of religion:

“Every history of religion that fails to take
account of this material base, is uncritical.
It is, in reality, much easier to discover by
analysis the earthly core of the misty crea-
tions of religion, than conversely, it is, to
develop from the actual relations of life
corresponding celestialised forms of those
relations. The latter method is the only
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materialistic, and therefore only scientific
one. The weak points in the abstract mate-
rialism of natural science, a materialism
that excludes history and its process, are at
once evident from the abstract and ideo-
logical conceptions of its spokesmen,
whenever they venture beyond the bounds
of their own specificity.” '*

Marx here recognises the need for a
study of religion to begin with an analysis of
the concrete material conditions of life, at
a particular time and place, that gives rise
to such celestial symbols and ideals that
form part of a particular religion. Marx, in
fact, byimplication dismisses any sweeping,
abstractrejection of allreligion as necessar-
ily illusionary and oppressive, as uncritical,
unmaterialistic and unscientific. In so doing
he provides a historical-materialist critique of his
oun better knoun, popular rejection of religion.

In brief Marx allows for the critique of
religion to be seen as merely a particular
instance of the critique of ideology. Davis
reminds us that “ideology for Marx was a set

-of general statements held and proclaimed
in isolation from their historical basis.”™®
The purpose of a Marxian critique of ide-
ology is thus not necessarily to prove a
particular ideology to be false, but rather to
uncover the hidden historical basis which
gave rise to that ideology in the first place.
A consequence of this is the relativising of
all ideologies but, again by implication,
also the recognition of the possibility that
some revolutionary situations may give ex-
pression to a religious ideology that pro-
motes revolution. Marx seemed, in fact, to
recognise an instance of this kind of religion
in, for example, early Christianity. His
criticism of early Christians is primarily that
they failed to translate their revolutionary
ideals into practice.

History provides us with numerous ex-

RE-READING MARX ON RELIGION/PART |

amples of revolutionary religious move-
ments, not least of all the peasant’s revolts
of the sixteenth century which formed part
of the Protestant Reformation (attracting
the attention of both Marx and Engels),
within which an attempt was made to
translate religiously transmitted ideas into
revolutionary practice. Latin American
liberation theology and other contextual
theologies to have emerged from within
the experience of the oppressed, in turn,
provide ample contemporary examples of
religion that can scarely be described asthe
opium of the people-a notion which Lenin
insisted was “the cornerstone of the whole
Marxist outlook on religion.” *

Indeed few third world Marxist revolu-
tionary leaders (from Fidel Castro to Dan-
iel Ortega) would agree with Lenin that
Marxism is required to be “relentlessly hos-
tile to religion.”

Lenin proclaimed: “We must combat
religion - that is the ABC of allmaterialism,
and consequently of Marxism.” # Some
doctrinaire Marxists (and armchair aca-
demics) still cling to such views, while few
Marxists engaged in actual revolutionary
politics take such counsel too seriously.

Recognising that religion has in certain
situations been a carrier of revolutionary
ideas, itis further noted thatscholarsin the
neo-Marxist tradition recognise that while
ideology (and religion) may be a reflection
or mystification of material reality, it can
acquire arelatively autonomous identity of
its own, giving rise to ideological struggles
which shape people’s political perceptions
and allegiances.

Emphasising the dialectical relationship
between the material base and the realm of
ideas (present but sometimes latently so in
Marx's writings), Althusser, Nico
Poulantzas, Antonio Gramsci and others,
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argue thatideologyimpingesback onto the
material base, becoming part of the revolu-
tionary process.

Marx would, in his own way, concur.
While stressing that “material force can
only be overthrown by material force”, he
recognised that “theory itself becomes a
material force when it is seized by the
masses,” ¥

In brief, it has been argued that Marxian
theory allows for religion to function as
more than the opium of the people. And to
the extent that popular proletarian culture
in South Africa is at least partly religious,
revolutionary ideas may in certain sections
of this society only become a material force
to the extent thatitis expressed in religious
symbols.

The ultimate Marxian question is, how-
ever, at a deeper level.

Even if religion is accepted as potentially
revolutionary, from a Marxian perspective
the tough question remains - can it ever be
more than an illusion, albeit a revolution-
ary illusion? % .

(In the next issue of The African Communist, the
second and final part of this article unll appear.)
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SWEDEN

The Swedish model
runs out of steam

n 1976 the Social Democrats in Sweden

lost parliamentary elections for the first
time in 43 years. In 1982 they won back
power. But now, in the most recent Riksdag
(parliamentary) elections, theright haswon
56% of seats.

What has gone wrong for Swedish social
democracy?

In 1938 the Swedish workers' movement
and the bosses negotiated a “social con-
tract”, Thisestablished a consensual style of
interaction between the bosses and organ-
ised labour. The Swedish model has seen
fifty years in which the economy has re-
mained capitalist but in which decades of
rule by social democratic governments has
led to significant gains in education, hous-
ing, health and social security for the peo-
ple as a whole.

Particularly in the 1970s, the gross na-
tional product of Sweden was one of the
highest in the world relative to its
population size. Wages were also
among the highest. Socialservicesand
public facilities were extensive. Life
expectancy was amongst the best
in the world, and infant mortality
rates were lower than anywhere
else. The educational systemwas
impressive, and included free
and obligatory school canteens.

The social contract and the
consensual inter-class style of
politics it encouraged, has often
been credited with the significant
achievements realised by Sweden. How
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justified is this?

Some writers have begun to question this
assumption. They point to other circum-
stantial factors, external to the Swedish
social contract, that have played a signifi-
cant role in the country’s economic
achievements. These include a modern
industrial base, due to Sweden’s relatively
late industrialisation (in European terms);
the extensive use of hydro-electric power,
originally prompted by a shortage of coal
resources; and the relatively less traumatic
war-time experiences of Sweden compared
with most other European countries.

Here in South Africa, the Swedish model
is often presented by its supporters as a
consensus between the organised working
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class and the capitalists. But, as Stephen
Gelb points out (The Weekly Mail, July 12
1991), “The origins of (Swedish) social
democracy were in an alliance between the
Social Democratic Party which was the party
of organised labour and the party organis-
ing the rural population.”

The SDP came to power with the support
of small farmers, and in return guaranteed
better incomes for farmers. Projecting a
Swedish social contract onto South Africa
asifitwere simply between organised labour
and the bosses conveniently ignores the
massive socio-economic crisis confronting
some 40% of our country’s poorest - those,
in the bantustans and on farms, those un-
employed, those who are unorganised.

Whatever its achievements, the fact that
the Swedish economy has remained in
capitalist hands has contributed directly to
present difficulties confronting the coun-
try. Productive capital has been increas-
ingly exported to countries with much less
developed social security systems, and
therefore lower wages; there has been a
corresponding transfer of national firms to
foreign countries; and huge private for-

ZAIRE

tunes have also been exported to tax ha-
vens.

Economy under strain

The economy is now under strain. Absen-
teeism is at high levels and continues to
grow. There has been a doubling of those
on the dole over the last decade. Swedish
bosses are increasingly relying on immi-
grant workers (there are now l-million im-
migrantworkersinatotal population of 8,5 °
million).

Faced with these growing strains over the
lastyears the social democratic government
had increasigly moved rightwards. In 1990,
with the objective of cutting inflation, the
social democratic government decided to
freeze wages, prices and dividends, and to
suspend temporarily the right to strike.
After some months it renounced these
measures, but only to introduce a reduc-
tion on medical insurance benefits.

All of this led to a growing sense of
alienation and abandonment amongst the
SDP’s working class constituency. It was
against this background that it suffered its
recent electoral defeat. %

Mobutu: The CIA’s
man in Kinshasa

Ifyou want to steal, steal a little cleverly, in a nice
way.” - Mobutu Sese Seko, criticising corruption
in Zaire, May 20, 1976.

M obutu came to power in Zaire after a

CIA-backed coup in 1965, following
the brutal assassination of the national lib-
eration leader, Patrice Lumumba. During

his 26 years in power, while the Zairean
economy has fallen into decay and the
people of Zaire have sunk deeperinto utter
poverty, Mobutu has amassed a colossal
private fortune.

Apart from his presidential mansion in
Kinshasha (which he has been forced to
leave in recent weeks), Mobutu has a lavish
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townhouse in Paris, a 32-room estate in
Switzerland and a 16th century castle in
Spain. He has also constructed a massive
palace, completewithilluminated fountains
and grand marble buildings, near his birth-
place in far north-eastern Zaire, at
Gbadolite. Toreach the nearlyinaccessible
spot, Mobutu had a four-lane highway
carved through the tropical jungle.

Mobutu’s spending sprees on trips to the

United States and Europe have become
legendary. During a stopover in Maine in
the US in 1987, for instance, waiters at a
local restaurant watched in astonishment
as one member of the Mobutu entourage
opened a suitcase filled with cash and
counted out more than R150,000 to the
settle the bill for one meal. On another US
stopover Mobutu treated himself and his
100 strong entourage to a Disney World
holiday in Florida. They used a Zairean
government plane to get there. The cost? -
around R5 million!

In the words of US House of Representa-
tives member, Stephen Solarz, Mobutu “has
set a new standard by which all future inter-
national thieves will have to be measured.”

But, although Mobutu has now expended
hisusefulness to the CIA and, like Ferdinand
Marcos of the Philippines before him, he
has become an embarrassment to USimpe-

INTERNATIONAL NOTES

rialism, there should be no doubt as to
whose creation he his. Mobutu has, for
most of his rule, received hundreds of mil-
lions of dollarsin aid from the US. Successive
presidents in Washington have viewed him
as a key African ally in the struggle against
national liberation and communism.

Working closely with apartheid South
Africa, Mobutu was a key player in the joint
invasion of Angolain 1975/6 by ClA-backed
foreign mercenariesand the SADF. Mobutu
has also co-operated with Pretoria over the
years in supporting Savimbi in Angola.

The main source of Mobutu's immense
wealth has been the direct personal rake-
offs he has been taking from Zaire’s state-
owned copper, cobalt and diamond mines.
Apart from mines, Mobutu used “nationali-
sation” or, as he called his 1973 decree, the
“Zairianisation” of foreign owned proper-
ties, to personallyaccumulate a vastagricul-
tural empire of coffee, tea and rubber
plantations.

As we go to press, Mobutu is still clinging
to power in the face of massive popular
hatred and world-wide condemnation. For
the people of Zaire this robber of the poor,
the CIA’s long-serving man in Zaire, can-
not be thrown out a day too early.

Butwhowillreplace him? The CIA’s next
candidate? %

THE
RED

FLAG

it's the first video made about the SACP
since the party was unbanned in 1990.
The Red Flag features interviews with the

Contact the SACP office for details of

Have you seen The Red Flag?

party leadership, and traces our
history from 1921.

where you can buy
your own copy of this video.
Phone (011) 836-6867
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‘McBride — the
paperback thriller

TILL BABYLON FALLS By Bryan Rostron (Published by Coronet Books, London).

Price R28,55

hen Albie Sachs began complain-
ing about seamless two-dimen-
sional heroes and faceless, selfless
but somehow inhuman “masses” in the fic-
tion and historical records of our struggle,
I must confess I thought he was exaggerat-
ing.

Bryan Rostron has demonstrated how
wrong I was.

His account of the lives and actions of
Robert McBride and Gordon Webster is
not only well-timed (going on sale in South
Africa with the struggle still on for the re-
lease of McBride and other political prison-

W

ers), but it reads like a popular thriller.

Till Babylon Falls requires no political
commitment toread it. Allitrequiresis that
you pick it up - it then becomes nearly
impossible to put it down.

It is a bold first step towards taking the
history of our struggle, our story, beyond the
confines of dry historical record and of the
community of political activists towards a
far broader community using a vehicle in
the past dominated by the perspectivesand
values of our own oppressors and of the
capitalist West — the paerback thriller.

Rostron offers no overt Message or Moral,
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no Historical Lesson, he simply tellsastory.
That in itself is enough. After 335 pages
there is only one possible conclusion:
McBride must be freed.

The reason given by the regime for his
continued imprisonment is the bombing,
on June 14. 1989, of the Why Not Bar and
the Magoo's Bar on Durban’s beach-front.

The bombing,
logically, is the cru-
cial event of the
book.

Carried outon the
first anniversary of
the regime’s own,
nearly-lorgotten but
ferociously murder-
ous raid into Bot-
swana, the bombing
shook apartheid
South Africa in away
few other military
actions had done.

With the attacks
on Sasol and on the
SA Air Force head-
quarters in Pretoria,
itisone ofthe actions

e
e
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MK's most successful partnerships and on,
in nearly faultless, fast-moving thriller style,
into the tension of their lives as MK op-
eratives.

Theraid on Edendale Hospital to spring
Webster isamong the most gripping pieces
of writing you are likely to find in even the
most professionally crafted fiction.

The book has its
shortcomings:
Rostron obviously
wrote it for non-
South African audi-
ences and has there-
fore included expla-
nations which are
both unnecessaryfor
local readers and,
inevitably in a fast-
moving book, paint
an over-simplified
picture of the politi-
cal and social back-
droptotheactivities.

His outsider’s fas-
cination with the ra-
cial implications of
Robert McBride's

the regime and its
supporters will not
forget.

In reports on the McBride case, the ttle
“the Magoo’s Bar bomber” has virtually
replaced McBride's name.

But Rostron has notwritten a book about
“the Magoo's Bar bomber”. He has written
the story of Webster and McBride and the
dozen or so people close to them.

He begins his record of the bombing
only on page 193. And by then he has
moved the reader effortlessly through the
childhoods and youths of the two yvoung
men who would eventually form one of

McBride: Still in prison

death-row marriage
in 1989 marriage to
Paula (Rostron deli-

. cately excludes her family name) also jars.

But the main flaw is the coverage of the
decision to bomb the two beach-{front bars.
Rostron sticks to the formal record of
McBride’s trial and leaves unanswered the
question of whether McBride was operat-
ing under instruction or, in the heat of the
moment, struck out on his own to protest
the imposition of the state of emergency.

This is unavoidable. Rostron researched
the book nearly two years ago, when - risk-
ing execution to protect the ANC-McBride
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was insisting that his unit placed the bomb
on their own inifiative.

The ANC has since rectified this, pub-
licly asserting that McBride operated “atall
times” under direct orders.

Any reprint should correct what for
Rostron was no doubt an unintentional
and unavoidable error.

Other than this, the flaws are minor -
explaining “MCW?, for example, as “military
code work”-and do notintrude on avividly
but sympathetically crafted record of a
fascinating slice of the history of our
struggle.

Rostron’s style is warts-and-all: the book
has heroes, too many to list here, but not
the seamless super-heroes of propaganda

and cheap fiction. They are ordinary peo-
ple: they work, they eat, they sleep, they
make mistakes, they are scared (and take
pills to calm themselves before operations),
but they do it anyway.

And because it is the story of ordinary
people who fought the evil of apartheid, it
isa story which belongs to the history of our
struggle.

We need many, many more such stories,
told as well or better. Without them our
history and the values its represents will
become the badly taught, two-dimensional
history of the classroom. For enjoyment
and excitement, people will turn to the
values and perspectives of paperback
thrillersand television movies. - Steven Wotwu
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The carpet weavers of
Kuyan-Bulak honour Lenin

By Bertolt Brecht

Often and coplously honour has been done

To Comrade Lenin. There are busts and statues.
Cities are called after him, and children.
Speeches are made in many languages

There are meetings and demonstrations

From Shanghal to Chicago in Lenin's honour.
But this is how he was honoured by

The carpet weavers of Kulan-Bulak

A little township in southem Turkestan.

Every evening there twenty carpet weavers

Shaking with fever rise from their primitive looms.

Fever is rife: the railway station

Is full of the hum of mosquitoes, a thick cloud

That rises from the swamp behind the old camels’ graveyard.
But the railway train which

Every two weeks brings water and smoke, brings

The news also one day

That the day approaches for honouring Comrade Lenin.
And the people of Kuyan-Bulak

Carpet weavers, poor people

Decide that in their township too Comrade Lenin’s
Plaster bust shall be put up.

Then, as the collection is made for the bust

They all stand

Shaking with fever and offer

Their hardeamed kopeks with trembling hands.

And the Red Army man Stepa Gamalev, who

Carefully counts and minutely watches

Sees how ready they are to honour Lenin, and he is glad
But he also sees their unsteady hands

And he suddenly proposes

That the money for the bust be used to buy petroleum
To be poured on the swamp behind the camels’ graveyard
Where the mosquitoes breed that carry

The fever germ.
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And so to fight the fever at Kuyan-Bulak, thus
Honouring the dead but

Never to be forgotten

Comrade Lenin.

They resolved to do this. On the day of the ceremony they carried
Their dented buckets filled with black petroleum

One after the other

And poured it over the swamp.

So they helped themselves by honouring Lenin, and
Honoured him by helping themselves, and thus
Had understood him well.

BERTOLT BRECHT
(Poems 1913 -1956, ed. J. Willett and R. Manheim)
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Think of those who have died

by Ernesto Cardenal

When you receive the nomination, the prize, the promotion,
think of those who have died.

When you are in the reception, the delegation, or the commission,
think of those who have died.

When they applaud as you climb to stand with the leaders,
think of those who have died.

When they meet you at the airport in a large city,
think of those who have died.

When you take the microphone and they focus the television on you,
think of those who have died.

When you give out the certificates, the ID card, the permission,
think of those who have died.

See them without a shirt, degraded, bleeding, hooded,
crushed, lost in the heap, electric probe burns,

eyes gouged out, beheaded, riddled with bullets,
thrown at the side of the road in holes

that they have dug as common graves,

or simply scattered over the earth

fertilising the plants of the mountain.

You represent them.
They have made you their delegate,
those who have died.

(Ernesto Cardenal is a priest, a poet and a leading Nicaraguan revolutionary. He
served as minister of culture in the Sandinistan government.)
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Dr Boesak & communism

or a long time since the unbanning of

the ANC and the SACP, and particu-

larly during and after the collapse of
most of the east European socialist systems,
the level of communist bashing has in-
creased to unparalleled heights. Most of
the time this bashing has come from the
ranks of capital and the apartheid state.
However what if of concern to me, and
something that should conCern all South
African communists, is the steady increase
of attacks, privately and openly, on the
SACP from inside the structures of the
tripartite alliance, of which our party is a
key component.

Initially the “bashing” of the party came
in the form of the “many caps debate”
(excluding, of course, those genuine con-
cerns about the effects of serving in many
organisations simultaneously on the effi-

cacy of the alliance). Thanks to the 1991
COSATU Congress for putting this to a
rest, albeit temporarily.

More recently the attacks on communism
and our party, directly or indirectly, have
emerged from the ranks of some figures
who have played a very prominent role in
the struggles against apartheid. Most
notablE here is the criticism levelled by
Archbishop Tutu. However this is not my
concern here.

Challenge

What I am more concerned about are the
recent statements made by Dr Boesak on
communism and the party. Itis oUrrespon-
sibility as communists and more specifi-
cally as members of the SACP to challenge
some of the notionsunderlying Dr Boesak’s
criticisms, lest they leave many people with
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wrong impressions. | should however say
that in responding to these comments and
statements I should not be read as denying
Dr Boesak the right to air his views on
communism and the SACP. He has a full
right to do so both nowand evenin a future
socialist South Africal

Firstly, Dr Boesak seems to be joining the
ANC conditionally, on the grounds that at
some stage it will have to break its alliance
with the party.

Even when he joined he said that it was
only after cde Mandela’sstatement that the
alliance only goes so far as the struggle
against apartheid.

Whilst this is not necessarily my main
concern here, what needs to be responded
to specifically is Dr Boesak's assertion that
the alliance between the ANC and our
party cannot be logically explained (Sunday
Times October 13, 1991).

The alliance

Dr Boesak needs to be reminded that the
ANC is a national liberation movement,
whose strength and prestige has grown over
the years through the bond of both com-
munists and non-communists working to-
gether for the liberation of our country.
Therein lies the logic of the alliance, in
concrete struggles of communistsand non-
communists inside the ANC! The seem-
ingly illogical nature of the alliance is a
reflection of Dr Boesak’s own reservations
about communism.

Dr Boesak also raises the concern that
many people within the coloured commu-
nity of the Western Cape want to distance
themselves from communism.

Obviously this cannot be disputed.
However, it is equally true that many peo-
ple from the coloured community see com-
munism'and the SACP in particular as an

| embodiment of their deepest aspirations

and interests.

I do not think it is necessary to mention
some of the coloured stalwarts inside our
party, who were, and still are, making a
sterling contribution to our struggle.

Tolerance

I think it would be better for Dr Boesak to
prepare those members of the coloured
community, and any other person for that
matter, that in joining the ANC they won't
have to be members of our party, but at the
same time make them aware that the ANC
- despite not being a socialist organisation -
values its communist comrades with whom
it has been marching together as com-
rades-in-arms.

The last point I would like to make in
relation to Dr Boesak's statements is on the
issue of political tolerance and democracy.
It is in fact quite ironic that communist
bashers are doing exactly the same things
that they have been accusing the commu-
nists of doing, i.e. political intolerance to-
wards different views and ideologies.

In as much as Dr Boesak has a right to
claim that Christianity represents the best
route to human emancipation, equally,
communists have a right to claim that so-
cialism is the highest form of social eman-
cipation.

Of course, not to mention the fact that
there are many Christians who are com-
munists aswell. We have a lotof them inour
very own party. In fact many Christians
know and are not intimidated by the fact
that outside there, there is always a real
world that exists beyond Christian dogma.
And it is a challenge to Christianity as a
whole to deal with that reality! — Blade
Nzimande (Natal SACP Regional Interim

Leadership Group)
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Building the Party

With the building of the party, there are a
number of issues that will have to be taken
intoaccount. There are potentials as well as
dangers that go with the challenge of build-
ing a mass party of quality.

Given the diversity of the new recruits of
the party, it places a heavy administrative
burden on the organisation. The organi-
sation is confronted with a situation where
the hundreds of new recruits had, and
have, little time to study what the party’s
leaders painfully assimilated over a much

longer period.

QOur education should not be neglected,
and the pressure to enlist members should
not be greater than the desire to maintain
hight standards.

One must salute the party for being
steadfast in stating that a correct class com-
position should be adhered to. Yet one
must also, as the demand for a mass party
grows, caution against not ignoring the
class origin of the recruits and those that
will eventually go into leadership. — ‘B".

Party education

What exactly does the present membership
of the SACP know about the party, and
what exactly it is doing?

With our mass concept of the party there
are a great number of members who need
to be educated and developed on the prin-
ciples of the the party.

Michael Harmel

Firstly, our congratulations on the historic
return home of The African Communist

We are also writing to express our upset
and concern about the omission of any
mention in your editorial, “The ‘AC’ re-
turns home”, of the journal's first editor,
our late husband and father, Michael
Harmel.

As the journal of the South African Com-
munist Party, The African Communist always
reflected the efforts of many.

However, Michael played a major rolein
its initiation and early production.

From 1959, when the journal first began

Our members should be able to under-
stand and respect our alliance.

At the same time the party should have a
full and complete separate programme of
action as the vanguard of the working class.
— Stanley Khanyile, Johannesburg Central
Branch

Michael Harmel

Page 48 # African Communist/4th Quarter 1991



LETTERS

to appear under his editorship, he had
primary responsibility for its underground
preparation and publication.

In 1962, when repressive measures in
South Africa grew markedly more strin-
gent, he was charged by the central com-
mittee of the party to continue its produc-
tion in England. This relocation was one
that Michael always believed would be tem-

porary. He continued as the journal’s edi- |

tor until the early 1970s when he went as
SACP representative to The World Marxist
Review in Prague where he died in 1974.
Those who knew Michael will be mindful
of the significance The African Communist's
homecoming would have held for him, of

the triumph and joy with which he would
have regarded it.

We were pleased to see his words quoted
in the passage you cited from the very first
issue of The African Communist, but we were
sad to see no mention of his name in this
first issue marking the journal's return
home. - Ray Harmel and Barbara Harmel,
London

* The ommission was due to ignorance.
The ignorance can be explained (but not
excused) by the major disruptions in in-
formation due to represion, jail, exile and
years of enforced secrecy. We are deeply
sorry — Editor

Missing the point

Although Jeremy Nathan includes in his
contribution on Cosatu’s Hlangananivideo
(“A television breakthrough”, AC 125) an
apparently critical account of SABC’s
treatment of the documentary, his general
tone is one of approval that democratic
movement is, at last, getting airtime.

In doing so he has entirely missed the

point of the patriotic front’s insistence on |

an end to exclusive National Party control
of SABC as part of the interim government
demands.

And his assertion that the screening of
the video, politically mutilated as it was by
SABC-imposed cuts, represents “a major
coup for Cosatu and the liberation of the
airwaves” clearly demonstrates a complete
absence of any strategic or tactical ap-
proach.

Underlying Nathan's article is an as-
sumption that SABC s “their"broadcasting
service,and that by persuading them torun

avery brief little documentary from “us” we
have somehow “won” something.

This is incorrect: SABC is a national re-
source, not a National Party forum.

What we need to achieve both under an
interim government and under a future
democratic constitution is a situation in
which it functions as a national resource,
reflecting the perspectives and interests of
all South Africans.

We do not want a situation in which only
those with the massive amounts of money
or the political muscle needed to force
their way on get represented on the na-
tional broadcasting service: that is the
situation we are opposing.

The Nathan approach would see us at-
tempting, from a position of weakness, to
balance off “their” propaganda with ours -
and who can doubt that with their infinitely
greater resources and experience, the re-
gime and its allies would win whatwould, in
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effect, be no more than a political adver-
tisement contest.

No, comrades, what we need to achieve
with S8ABC is the kind of non-partisanship
that would enable the nation’s public
broadcasting service to accurately reflect
what is happening in our country.

And there can be no doubt that a dose of
accuracy on our television screens and out
of our radio speakers would not only level
the playing field, but tilt it decisively away
from those interests which currently enjoy
star billing - the apartheid police, the racist
state institutions and the economic system
which exploits us.

What we want is that the national broad-
casting service provides accurate informa-
tion to the nation to enable people to take
informed decisions about their lives.

We will not achieve this by replacing the
existing bias with a television propaganda
talent contest.

We must hope that Marietta Kruger’s
treatment of Comrade Jay Naidoo over the
general strike has taught Cosatu the lesson
that the democratic movement learned so
painfully in its negotiations with the apart-
heid regime: we cannot achieve lasting and
meaningful change while the regime that is
the major obstacle to change remains in
power. '

Nathan's hoped-for “liberation of the
airwaves” will only be achieved when the
major obstacle, SABC’s board of govern-
ment stooges, is replaced. Until then, his
“major coups” will only succeed in diluting
our struggle for democratic broadcasting.

— Joe Stahlman, Johannesburg



—
WHERE TO CONTACT THE

SOUTH AFRICAN COMMUNIST PARTY

Head Office

2nd Floor, National Acceptance House, 13 Rissik Street, Johannesburg
Send mall to: PO Box 1027, Johannesburg 2000
Phone: (011) 836-6425 or 836-6867. Fax: (011) 836-8366

PWYV Region

(for Transvaal & OFS)
Room 501 , 5th Floor, CNA House, corner Commissioner & Rissik Streets,
Johannesburg 2001
Phone: (011) 834-4657 or 834-4665

Eastern Cape

Room 22, Co-operative Centre, 50 Pearl Road, Korsten, Port Elizabeth
Send mail to: PO Box 4234, Port Elizabeth 6000
Phone: (041) 41-51C6 or 41-1242

Western Cape
Office 8, Community House, 41 Salt River Road, Salt River, Cape Town 7925
Phone: (021) 448-7908

Transkei

38 Sprig Street, Umtata 5370
Phone: (0471) 31-1250

Border

Department of Works Building, Bisho
Send mail to: PO Box 2068, King William's Town 5600
Phone (0401) 951248

Southern Natal

4 Bigden House, 505-7 Smith Street, Durban 4001
Phone (031) 305-6186/7

Natal Midlands
207 Scotts Theatre Building, Theatre Lane, Pietermaritzburg
Send mail to: PO Box 3466, Pietermaritzburg 3200
Phone (0331) 94-5168/9




