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aven such an Industrially backward country
to working class action, This was in part
dus to the overwhelming reliasnce an the
exploitation of mineral resources by
international capital,

At this szagey, the war in Namibia has
intensified to such an extent that it has
been alleged that South Africa has more than
20,000 troops there, and SWAPD are operating,
albeit in small groups, close to Windhoek.

" In Rhodesia, with large parts justifiably
claiming to be parts of a future Zimbabua,
tne Smith regime has been brought down, with
an interim "black' govermment to fight the
last phase of & war the whits Rhodealans
could not win elther.

Mocambique is an independent country following
a Marxist=Leninist policy of social
organisation, end supporting the forces of the
Patriotic Front despite the viciousness of
Rhodesian attacks on ite territory, military
personnel, civilisns and infrastructure. In
Angola the South African ermy lost a war (if
not militarily then politically) = they could

not achieve the objective of installing and
saintaining UNITA in powar,

To move to South Africa snd the internal
struggle that has also been marked by

intensification in all areas, we can list
such evants as:

=the Durben strikes in 1973, characterised by
the involvement of tens of thousands of
wuCkBrs across recial linesj

=continued strike sction since then, despite
the recession in South Africa, growing
unemployment, and direct state repressiong

=the ideological ano practical (in various
community projects) effects of black
consciousness organisations, especially in
placing 'homeland' snd urbsn stooge politica
in perspective, and giving a confidence and
experience to many black pesople. ¥e can only
now start thinking of making an objective
ond critical savaluation of the impact of
black consciousness on South African society,

=@ver increasing repression of political
opposition within the reserves/'homelands'
indicates the extent of non=sc-eptancs of
this aspect of the divisive policy of
spartheld. A catalogus of legislastion and
other repressive measures could be dr;in up

for all "homelands", whether it be KwaZulu
with its more effective, bescsuse more subtle
policy and strategy; the Claskei with Sebe's
army,; the Matanzima brothers, or the Vends
alectoral farcej

=Juna 1&th, 1976 has become the most lesportant
political commemoration dats of the 1970's,
and juatifiably so. It reflected tha
bitterness of black, and especially African,
youth to the humiliation and control of the
apartheid policy, and their complete rejection
of tha 'homelands', CRC, UBC/Community
Councils and other atate sponsored sptions
offered themj

=the civil war in South Africa has increasaed
in intensity and fregquency of attacks,
involving primarily the Africen Natlonal
Longress and its military wing, but also
the PAC and ideological and political
activity by the SACP,
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=capitalism, as an economic, but also
political and ideological, system appears
to have falled in winning acceptance from
Africans living in urben aress - if a recent
much=publicised survey is correct.

To summarise: the sttacks on the power
structurea of white=controlled cepitalisa

in southern Africe, which have involved all
levels of society and many groups, have
intensified during the 1970"s., This situation
is forcing the apartheld state, and capital
itself, to re—=examine its strategies and tha
nature of its responses to snsure continued
capitelist production in the southern Afcican
reglon,

what is important to note about the state's
respones, and caplital's Ilnvolvement in
reproduction; is that the many aspects ace
interlinked, if only in the object of the

exercisens, This responass covers such actionas
any

=8 series of military wentures on tha sub-
continent that ¢an only escalate; Examples
would be South Africa's involvement in
Angola (both during the clvil war and
repeatadly asince tham, Includimg the Caassinga
massacre ), reported (but denied) air support
for the Rhodesisn attacks on Angolan, Zambian

and Mocambican bases of ths Patriotic Frent,
and in Namibia. The latter can be expected to
sscalate; snd already has dons a0 with tha
recent declaration of what amounts to martiasl
iaw in large areas. The possibility of
military reinvolvement in Rhodesia to support
Auzorews is #lso not ruled out, The South
African war is dealt with in an article in
this issus = but once again it can enly



escalate from the already viclous repression
of the revolts of 1976 and 1977. Bannings are
continuing, and trials reflect the political
turmoilyg

=on the sconomic level, the most importanmt
developments have undoubtedly been the
inadequate, and failed, response of the
state to the strikes in Durban during
1973 (liaison and works committees)i the
Wishahn and Riekert Commissions, and
especially their recommendations relating to
the exclusion of migrants from trade unlon

rights are an example of this. So 1s the other

side of the coin, nemely the improvement of
some conditions in urben asreas, which will
assist the African petty bourgeocisis in
making up its collective mind as to where
ite interests lie. Thoss who can afford it
will be sble to bacome 99 year leass-hold
landlords, or move into common business -
areas with whites. Already, Or, Nthato
Motlana of the Committee of Ten, along
with Conmittes member L.M, Mathabethe,

are on the board of directors of a "newly
Formed construction cempany to improve
housing in Soweto', The state's obvious
strategy is to increase the existing
contradictions between urban and rural
areas, within classes (migrent and urban
workers), and between classes; Codes of
Londuct also play an important part in
this strategy (see article in WIP 6).

=nolitieally a similar ooliey of incors.  =lun
of soma, end division of other groupa im
occuring, both nationally and within the
southern African :iqiun. Muzorews is more

acceptable to incorporation wikthin a

gouthern African bBloc of states under the
leadership of spartheld South Africa than
Smith could bes

=5imilarly; Shipanga of the SWAPD =D, and
elements within the NNF would give credibility
to the sordid soectacle of what has been
presented as leadarship in Nemibia.
Internally the "homesland' policy is golng
shead with involvement in & southern
Africen bloc mo doubt the next carrot to
be dangled.
For "Coloureds" and "Indians' there are
the new econstitutional proposals that are
apparently already dividing membars of the
Natal Indian Congress, and will continue to
haun* the partially incorporated Labour Partv.

=the ideological onslaught by ceapitalism and
the apartheid stats refers to aspects of most
of what has been mentionsd sbove, The most
blatant examples are the name changes
that occur in departments which control
and "administear' Africans, or the working
class: radio amd televisionj educationg
publications aimed at the 'black market',

etcs

Ua couwld carry on for a long time, but the
main point being wade is that the apartheld
policy, being en op:ion, is no doubt in
conflict with certain of the demanda made

by capiltal, especlially contemporary sonopoly
capital, Howswer, this conflict is non=
fundemental as shown by the hlrlir concealed
guphorie with whict * = -zripheral counges of
the wiehahn and Riekert Commissions have been
met by the commercial English language press

and the opposition white partlies,
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The atate is attempting to give emough to
allow foreign capital amd the black petty
bourgeoisale to particlipate frealy in the
frultas of exploitation, while at the same
time maintaining the central Features of
capitalism in its spartheid wvariant.

This issue of Work In Progress aims to axplors
& number of issues outlined above, to elsborate
some aspects, and to present information
relating to others. One of the central

aims of the lssue ls to show that all the
major trends and lssues currently occupying
the southarn African stage are not isolated,
or sccidental. It is in thelr mutual
interaction, and in terms of a totality, that
we aim to understand the svents which are now
sheping our matecial existenced
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EDITORIAL

WHAT I5 apartheid/separate development = the

policy Followed by the National Parkty

government and enforced through the state
apparatuses slnce 19487 It is a spacific
option adopted by capltallesm to structure

production and reproduction inm South Africa.

Why was thie option taken? Because 1t
reflected certaln political anmd sconomic
power relationships during the mid 1940's,
namely an allisnce betwesn an aspicent
Afrikaner bourgeoisime, & privileged white
working class, &nd an agricultural sector
moving from semi=feudal relations to
capitalist production. But this allisnce and
its actions in sheping the future of South
Africa was in turn scting withinm an historical
reality of dependent developmant within an
international cepltalist context, reliance

@f mining and agriculture for sconmomic
strength, racial division of the working
class (in economiec, politiemsl and ideological
terms), geographical division of races, etec.

What are the main charscteriestice of the
apartheid optien? The most important point
to make is that it is capitalist - despite
all the cries of "creesping soclalism®; state
"interference™j free market foundations and
the Sunday Times business editor. Apertheid
is an intense form of labour allocation,
control and repression of the working class.
't relies p-imarily on directly repressive
measures to eansure the reproduction and

maintenance of the cepitalist way of producing.

The apartheid option has institutionalised

divisions in a renge of aress = divisions
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which eare once more essential Far the
reproduction and mailntenance of soclaty im
its present form, These divisive tactics
manipulate existing antagonisms and create
new ones im the soclety = anatgonisms which
revolve around lthni:lhj,_nltiunn%inn, class
conflict, urban-rural divisions, etc.

While this process of reproducing the
society in ites present form has been (and
remeaine) & largely repressive process, it

is now taking on an increasingly ideoclogical

form,

To repeat: the point is that apartheid is
not antagonistic to capitalismj it is nok,
fundementally, antagonistic to the demands of
foreign capital investment and of modern
imparialism, despite soma political dis=—
agraements. And the latest movea in the
fields of industrial relations , living
conditions and commercial opportunities

for blacks have mades the policy more easy
to sell to those who want to believe in the
moral correctness of exploitation of the
working class im South Africa.

After the events of the past seven years

or so, capitelism,; through the apartheid
state; is making another concerted effort to
reestablish its grip and total dominance iR
a variety of fields - areas that reflect the
strugglesz and victories of the dominated
classes over the past few years.

Let ug look st some of these events a bit

mnre closely, and pttempt to draw some af

the connections between apparently dllplt,tl
elemanta of the South Africen state's rasponse.

In 1971=2 tha Ovembo strike occurced in
Namibias; showlng up the vulnerability of
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that the general policy of the organisation and a Ffew cases of guecillas returning teo
i is to attack strategic and symbolic South Africa with specific tasks to undertake.

installation rakh th t i The large=scale ANC network uncovered by the

THE RECEWT AiC guerilla attack on the Moroka th X ) . on e R ox dnture 1i ’ d 1ti in tha trial af t:
ose who arfe nol involwved. Jith th police, and Casu ng in @ Ltrial o &

police station in Sowsto serves to highlight B Exoapkion ’

of the killing of police Enformers and ex ANC "Pretoria 11" (state va Sexwale and othars),
the new phase conflict in South Africa appears

members who have actively assisted police, involved milltary activity on the parct of
to be entering = that of actual civil war., The o =

most Incldents wvhici have led Lo court cases <m@ 3T Lhe sccused which pre-dated tha events
faz.z of the ircidsnt arc icasonably well-

have born gut thie general policy. of Junag 1976,
known, at least in as much as 3 guerillas
attacked the police station, killing one The Moroka attack, coming as it did after But im glnlt{l it would be correct to say
black policeman, wounding others; and blowing tha stata had symbolically sscalated the thet ooafiist in all Iis sanifsetakisns,
up the srchives section of the station, intensity of the struggle by hanging Mahlangu, including the operation and activities of
A ding to the Af seams to indicate that both the | urban and rural guerillas, increased markedly
ccordin a @ Afrik dail

g aana & 13" H.H'F.P.rl nrg‘ni-. tinn. 1““@1'..1 in atlungl.. ard th- after the natlion-wide rtevolts of 1“115.'
Cie Vaderland, pasphlets laft at the scens abate. arm moving & 4 trateql .
owards astrate
af the attack stated that the exercise was I i ; Lot 1“ - . : :: “1 A brief ( and incomplete) chronolegy of soma
u aLe in a u sCala ciwv WAL in

a retaliatory one; in response to the recent South Africa. (It must be remsmbered that of the more important incidents to have
axecution of ANC activist Solemon Mahlangu. . e pccured since Novembar 1976 serves to

"H.'r 1..:“. -l:-l--‘-- nl.lll.'lll-l war il.. af it- 111UI-tr|.tl this Fﬂint .-11.

naturs, at the sems time a clvil wer. This 10,11.761 2 policemen were injured when & ANC
is the other side of the much publicised, and guerillas they had apprehended in the Eastern

T ;| d by throwln hand d
I often propagandistically exploited "external’ e et el owing a hand grenade

(of interest is the fact that none of thes
sc-called "opposition' newspapers catering
for a largely white audience have presented

this allegation to their readership te
ponder on).

ints tha cab of a police vehicla,
invalvement and Influence of RAussls and Cubae.

1:091:7T A& bomb loded in "hombh fact L
in the unfolding conflict in Southern Africa,. el = iy = - SuSatY

in Soweto, killing one person and injuring 5.

At the time of writing, it doss not appear as

Of course, tha indications of a growing
if police have made any arrests in connection

Ta01:77: A bomb exploded on a rallway line

military conflict im South Africa have bean near Sowatos
with the attack, and according to an eye- Busunh T mes Sl fo whils &h .
Wa [ ® urban
witness report the guerillas appesred to be 18,0177t A bomb killed a rallway worker and
and rural revolts of 1976 and 1977, and the injured ancther near Krugersdorp.
wall=trained and in complets eontroal of the
: response of the state to tham; obviocusly

28,01.77: Police discover an sxplosives cache
increased the tempo of conflict, the signs in Sowato.

had besn thare for some time prior te June 17.02.77: Police discover a large arms cache
1576. Security trials between 1970 and 1976 = in Graaff ARelnet.

which are ons indication of the nature of the 7.03,77: A Pretoria restaurant was destroyed
struggle = largely involved groups and in a bomb blast.

organisations attempting educational,

sltuation during the attack, This contrasts
markedly with another recent Incident
invalving AND guerillas where people were
killed, namely the Goch Street shooting of
June 13th 1977, Here it seema as If the

ANC group panicked when their presence was

dotectod "= =t ===g=kijtg, The sibge=-ignt

t2s00s 772 Two whitas were killeu in tha
propagandistic and "agitational" work, There Goeh Strest shooting inelident.

ware, howaver, instances of men and womaen

shootings and death were more & result af

14,06,77: Arms and pamphlats seized by pelice

that panic than a planned strategy.
o recruiting others for military training, soms in Sowatoe.

Indeed, many witnesses in political trials,
testifying on ANC strategy, have corfirmed

cases of people attespting to leave South

15,006,772 The raillway line between Umlazi
Africa to jJoin the military wing of the ANC, and Durban blown up.




27.06.77¢ Police captured 3 guerillas with

arme and explosives when a Lfuck overturngd
in the Transvaal.

26.,07:77: € pollcemen were wounded im & shoot=
out with an ANC guerilla in a house im Dobson=
ville. The guerilla was killad.

9,09,77¢ Leonacd MNkosil,; AHC member turned
geocurity policeman, killed in what was
belisvad to be &n ANC death contract,

27,09,77: Arma and grenades Found by police
near Swazlland border. 2 guerillas arrested.

28,09,77: 2 guerillas captu-ed near Mafeking.
Large arms cache wncoverad In the vicinity,.

2,11,77: Ir » police clash with an ANC . _group

near Pongola a policeman was injured and a
guerilla killed,

25.11.77: Bomb explodes at Carlton Centre,
Johannasburg.

30.11.77: Bomb explodes on board a Preatoris-
bound trains

12,12.,77: Bomb explodes at the Germiston
police astation,

14,12,77: Bomb explodes In a parking lok
next to the Benoni railway station,

22.12,77: Unexploded bosb found in tha
Roodepoort O.K. Hazaars.

2:02,78: Bomb explodes at the Daveyton
police station, near Benoni.

Febs 1978: Folice and guerillas clash near
Swazlland borders 2 police killed, Police
minister Kruger says that there have bean
other undisclosed battles like this in the
Eastern Transvaal,

Feb.1978: Unexploded bomb capable of destroy-

ing a 22 story bullding found in Johannesburg
office block,

9.03.78: Bomb explodes ln HPark Elizabeth,

killing the man carrying it when it detonated
prematurely.

1003, 78: Bomb explodes outside the Port
Elizabeth Bantu Affaicrs Administration
Epard, %illing a woman.

1.08,78: Aunning gun battle between at least
3 guerillas and police In Witkleigat srea.
Folice discover arms cache nearby.

27.,10,78: 3 guerillas clash with security
forces in BophuthaTswana. 2 insurgents killed,

1l escapes. Police find a large arms cache
nearby.

30,110,768t In a clash between 3 guerillas

and police about 50ke west of Louls Trichard,
@ police sergeant was seriously wounded while
the guerillas escaped.

22.,11.,78: A farm in the Tshipise area attacked
by an armaed man, and the owner of the Facm
wounded s

512,78 Alleged PAC member Kenneth Mkwanazi
shot dead by police when he attempts to
detonate a hand gremade during police rald on
a house in Sowsto.

7.12,78: GBomb blast at old Urban Bantu
Councll Chambers in Soweto, which currently
houses the Sowsto Community Council.

16.12,78: Railway line between Berlin and
Fart Jackson in the Eastern Cape sabotaged
by bomb blasts

27.12,78: FPolice find small arms cache in
Eochabella township, near Bloemfontein,

#13.,01,79: Gun battle between police and
guerillas in the Lerdepoort area., One membar
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of the insurgent gfoup killed, one captured,
whifilea a third escaped. After the bettle,
palice Find a large arms cache nearby.

2Z2.01.79: BHomb explodes near New Canada
Station on rafil route to Johannesburg.

24.01.79: Unexploded bomb found near Plecie
Station inm Eastern Capes

23.,04,79: Unexploded bomb on railway line
between Vereeniging and Johannesburg.

3.05,79: 3 AMC guerfillas attack Moroka
police station in Sowsto, killing one
policeman, wounding others, and destroying
the police records.

| The events outlimed above are contextualised

by the following further Factors:

a). Batwean November 1977 and March 1978

there wera at least 20 incldents involving
bomb blaste

| b)s Durling the first eleven monthe of 1977,

and sentencad to a total of 898 years

I 144 peopla wers convicted whder security laws,

imprisonmanty

€)e In May 1978 police ministar Kruger
announced that durlmng the previous year

there had been 31 cases ol sabotage; 91
trained guerilla fighters had baen arrested.

while 594 untrained guerillas (presumably

recrufits) had been spprehended by the policej

d)e In Juna 1978 security police estimated
l that there were at least 4,000 black South
Africans in guerilla treining camps, of
whom about seventy five percent wera ANC
racruits.

These incidents and factors, sentioned above,
reflect an increasing intensity of military
and semi-military conflict In Sowkth Africa,.
This is further confirmed by the number of
ANC "pamphlet bomba'

which have expleded in
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a nunber of centres in the past 2 years; and
the sven greater numbar of arms caches
found by police; secrated away in both rural

and urban acreass

It is not suggested that the level of military
conflict has as yet reached the proportions

of tha civil war in IZimbabuwe,-or in tha
Northern arsas of Namibia, However; as
suggested abowe, the indicatlons polnt in
this direction,

Yat anothaer indicatlion of a soclety involved
in a low intensity civil war is the quastion

of the "depopulation® of border Farma,
sspecially in the Nocthern and Western
Transvaal, {8y "depopulation, farmers and
state dopartments imply that there are no
whites; or an insufficlent number of whites,
permanently resident along border areas).
These sorte of Farms are ofien the "Filrst

line of defence® for thes state at the
paginnings of o civil war cased around
guacrilla strategies; the reaction of farmarcs
and thelr organisations is an interesting

indicatlon of the percelved or potential leval

af conflickt in certain bDorddr arQas.

As garly as March 1976, Defence Minlat-r P,
Jotha introduced an amandmant to the Cefence
Act which empowered the Dafence Farce to enter
acivate propecty within a 10km zone of borders
arnd Lo demwolish or erect bulldings or
structures without consant of the owner,
During the debate on the amendment, Botha
clained that work to safeguard the borders

had already besn dons along mors than G00km,

Then, in May 1978 the director of the South
African Agricultural Union (SAAU) said that
farmers were leaving their farms in the NMorth-
Eastarn Transvaal, but that this was becauss
of lack of economic wiability,; not for
sescurity reasons, However,; he sald that

twenty five parccent of the beef farmscs on

tha South African alde of the Limpopo

Rivar had laft thelr farms, and that this laft
vast areas opan, incressing security risks,.
The 52AU aleo sald that it intended .
approaching thes government fTor financial ald

in srecting Fences around farms in "vulnerable '

¥
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In August 1978 It was reported that Tarmars
along the banks of the Limpopo wers arming
themselves agalinst guarills attscks; and
had dogs trained to kill. Farmers in tha
area repeated a call for white occupancy

of depopulated Farms, and one claimed that
"In places thare is up to 20km inte South
“fries vhgre thers is nothing',

Shortly thersafter it was reported that a

security Fence had been erected along tha

South African bank of the Limpopo Rivar,
and a wide strip of sisal had been plantaed

along the border but would take several years
before it became Fully effective,

In Magvember 1978 the government appointaed

a committes to investigate ways to stop the
depopulation of border areas in the Transvaal.
The Commission included representatives from
the veparcments of Defence and Agriculture,
the police; and the SAAU, Schoeman,; the
Minister of Agrlculture sald that inter alia
tha fancing of fars housss, the right tao
sub=divide Ffarma, and the ereation of a radie
natwork would be investlgated as waya to
kesp farmers in border areas,

On 1:,03:79 the ficst phase of a sulti-
million rand silitary telscommunications
system,; deaigned to keep farmers in bordar
arsas in contact with the Defence Force was
cpeneds The system is known as Military Arcea

Radio Maetwork (Marnet), and will ensble
farmecs to summon halp in the svent of &
guerills attack, as well as baeing tha syes
and sars of the military in border arsas,

In November 1978, P.¥W. Gotha told a group of
farmars at Cllisras that pesople living in
border areas played a vital role In defending
South Africa. A conference had already been
hald to discuss farmers' problemss in this
regacd, and attention was baing given ko
atrengthening the commanda aystem in these

Shortly after this spesch, Major Genaral Gsls
Js Boahaft,; chief of army staff loglistleas,
called for a law to enforce owners of border
farms to ensucte that they ara eccupled, He
complained that clty dwellers bought farms Tor
hunting purposes,; or to svold taxatlion. They
then neglected to staff the Ffarmers, and this




lad to an ideal situation For guerilla
infiltration,

At the end of April 1979, Agriculture minister
schoaman told Parliasent that the governmant
was Introducing a schema of Financlal
incentives teo persuade farmers to settle

en Ffarmes along South Africa's borders. He

said that the scheme would cost betwesn RES
million and R8BS million ovet a 6 year perlod.

The Fact that the satate has responded so
sarioualy to the problem of "depopulation’

of border farms is indicative of its overall
concarn about the escalsting military ecenflict.
It is in this context that the notion of
"total war' has been developed as a response
by the ruling military fractlion in the statms
structurea, Initlally brought into prominence
by a defence white paper published in 19277,
the concept of 'total war' has taken on an
even greater importance with the rise to power
of the group gathered around defence ministaer
F.W, Cotha, and Chief of the vefence Force,
rugnus Malan,

As sarly as September 1977, Work In Progress
drew attention te the defence white paper; and
the spproach of Magnus Malan to the "total war'
notlon. Over the past year and a half; the
notion has been used mors and mors Frequently
by military leadars In describing heow thaey .
believe South Afcican society should respond
te the growing threat of a civil war.
(I=mnlicit in thelir reasoning is the pre=-
supposition that the war Is not a civil one,
but waged by hostile "forelign' forces).

Reproduced below le an Ifntarview with

Ceneral Malan, as well as certaln extracts
from the ODefence White paper. This appeared
praviously in Work In Progress nos. 1.

SUNDRY TIMES 1 7T A [ul]
] H .
(extracts)
A3 All my answers must be sesn within tha

framework of the concept of total war.

In this I refer te the Mao Tas=tung inter=
pratation which has become the sssential
character of revolutionary atrategy since
the esnd of World war II.

Has any attempt besn made to deviase such
& total strategy for South Africa - to
work out & gama plan wharsby all the
different alemants are coordinated to
meat the continuing challenge to our
security?

Yos, thare are, of course, two chacacter-
istic snags with which we are constantly
confronteds the conflicting requirements
of a total strategy and & democratic
system of governsant.

Tha fact that stracteyy 14 aynamie
end requires constant and continued
adaptation., A "geame plan' is, of course,
the theorstical ideal. We are working
towards somathing like it within the
restrictions inmherent in our democratic
institutions.
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O: would this (coordinetion with commerce
and industry) not regquire continual
forward planning, involving some sort
of superbody and coordinated command
structures at national, regional and
local leawvel?®

Ay [ would baulk at the term '"superbody’
but otherwise 1 agree. [ would refer you
once agein to the problem of reconciling
conocratis princlples witn tokal strategy
within the framework of our existing
Conatitution,

O: At what point would this (coordinated
planning st all levels) reguire a kotal
rathink of all cur national resources,
including, ss you suggest, manpowar?

Az The time for & "rethink' of all our
national resources 1s NOWes.

This ‘rethink' definitely does not
maan changes 1ln tha Constitutlon or social
system, but it aims at & recrientation of
activities within the framework of thea
prevailing order..s For whites, moderate
blacks and uncooparative tribal leaders
the issus at stake Ls aurvival...

Wea must satisfy ‘the country's lilitlt?
needa while at the ssme time expeanding our
peacetime economy, [t demands an
unprecedented economlc Flexibility to
shift back and forth along & sliding scale
betwsen & war and & peace econosy accord-
ing to prevalling priocities,

This demand, on which our surviwval
may well depend, sesans that ths sconomy
msust be able to handle at the same time:
conflict and developmenti survival and
growthj central guidence, fres sntetprise.

TE PAP N DEFENCE = 1977 (extracts).
Praface tha g 11it

In my praface to the White Peper tabled in
1975, 1 stressed the growing need for a
"total strategy' which requires every country
aof the Fres World to muster sll its rescurces
for survival. Tha passage of time has confirm-
od the validity of this sssertion and has
also illuatrated that a credible dafence
cepability is an indispesnsable slement of
these resourcea."™

Section 1: Genersl Review

1« Tha process of enauring and malntaining
the sovereignty of a stete's suthority in a
conflict situation has; threugh the evolutlion
of warfare, shifted from & purely military to
an integrated national action... The
teaolution of & conflict in the times in




which we now live demands interdependent

and co-ordinated action in all fields =
militery, psychological, economic, political,
sociological, technological, diplomatic,
ideological, cultural, etc. Germany had
already realised this before World war II,
and Ausslis has saintained a multli-dimension=
al campaign sgainst the West since this war.
Consequently we are today involved in a war,
whethar we wish t9 sccep: it ar nat,

ds+ sssThe striving for specific aims cannot,
howaver, take place in isolation, It must ba

co=ordinated with all the means availabla to
the state.

5. The RSA has already recognised this need
by the establissent of the State Security

Council having the following functions:

= Upon request by the Prime Minister, to
advise the GCovernment regarding the
formulation of national palicy and
strategy in connection with the security
of the Republic, the manner in which
this policy or strategy must be carried
outy and a policy to combat any parti-
cular threat against the security of
the Aepublicj and

= to determine an intelligence priority.

el

6. As already indicated, ons of tha functions
of the State Security Council is to formulstes
tha total national strategy for the RSA.

Total strategy is, however, & complex subject.
It can perhaps be described as the comprshan-
sive plan to utilise all means evallable to
the state according to an integrated pattern
in order to achieve the national aims within
the framework of the specific policies. A
total national strategy is, thersfors, not
confinec to a particular sphere, but is appli=-
cable to all levels and to all functions of
the stete structure.

10. The - aspects of natliocal security
require attention on an inter-depsrtmental
basle are the Followlngs

Political acstion.

Military/para military sction.
Economic action.

Faychologicel action,

scleantific and technological ackion.
Religlous=cultural action,

Manpower services.

Intelligence services.

Security services.

National supplies, rescurces and
production sarvices.

| I |

Transport and distribution services.
Financlal services.

= Community services,

- Communication secvices.
Togather the abowve flelda cover the whole
spectrum of national security.

It is in the context of the growing civil
war in South Africa, and the state's response

of a "total war' strategy, that many of the
dynamics in contemporacy South Africa can be
viewed, The militarisatlion of certaln sspectas
of society, the sorts of recomsendatlions of
the Wiehahn and Rlekert Commisslions,

the centralisation of control over teachers,
social workers; welfare work and fundraising,
can all be seen as part of the dominant
strategy for survival which the ruling
fraction of the South African state is I
following.

Clearly related to this strategy la tha
currant debate on the possible creatlion of a *
'moderate bloe of Southern African states',
under the leadership of South Africa,; Thias
aspact

cosmits South Africa to assisting in
the satting up of neo=-colonial regimes in

Famibi=s -=d .luuul.wey and if necessary
assisating thoee regimes in all spheres

(especially militarily).

It is in the light of the above that the
eivil war in South Africa threatens to
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articulate with the wars in Namibia and
Zimbabwa, and extend what are presently
national conflictes into a lengthy and
destrucktlive Southern Afcican war.

In the event of thls happening, and

should the major Imperislist powers intervens
in such & conflict, Southern Afiica Lecooes
the likely stage for the next phase of tha
international clash of progressive and
reactionary forces@

{The above photographs appeared in Farmer's
Weskly on March 21, 1979.)



The Wiehahn
Commission

"Hag®l remarks somewhere that all fTacts
and personages of great importance In
world history occur; as it were, twice,
He forgot to adds the Ffirst time as
tragedy; the second as farce" -

Karl Marx "The Elghteenth Brumaire of
Loula Bonaparta"™.

SOON AFTER it came to power in 1948 the
Mationalist Government appolnted a commisaion
of enquiry (Botha Commission) to investigate
industrial relations in South Afriea, which
subseguently tabled its report im 1957:; Last
wesk a second commission of enguiry (wiehahn
Commission) into industrial relations present-=
ed fite report.

It is interesting to compare

thess two commissiona, es the guestion
obviously emerges as to what it is that makes
tha stats investigate industrisl relstions in
the late 1940s and then again thirty years
later. The state did not implamemnt the
racommendations of the Botha Commission and

there is still & great deal of confusion as
to the fate of the Wiehahn Commisslons

recommendationa - naverthealess both commimsiona

are indicative of perleds in which changes

in the strategy of tha atate become NBECEABATLY,

and there are some interesting similarities in

Bath the recommendastions of the two commissions
and the historical eircumstances in which

they were established, The Bothes Commission's
racommendations were aimed primarily st the

control of the emerging bleck trade union
movement, and 1t has besn sald that the

fallure of the state to implemant them and

to rather adopt & strategy of repression was

a "tregedy™. Today the Wiehahn Commission

is similarly recommending a strategy of control
and tha perception of those recommendations

a8 "liberalisation' by the English langusge
press and tne ~rogressive=Federal Party can
indead be aald to be "farcical®™,

The Bothe Commission emerged after a
period of dramatic social and economic up=-—
heaval. The late 1930s and the 1940s saw
& severs decline in the abllity of the
roasrves to provide subsistence and, coupled

with the boom in secondary industry, especially
during the Second Imperialist War, ceused &
sharp incresse in African urban migretion,
The African Trade Union movement was parti-
cularly sctive and CNETU (Congress of None
Europesan Trade Unions) had been providing an
organisational base for the urben work force.
CHETU had a close relatlionship with the ANC
and adopted a policy, which has besn termed
by conservative -:adlni:t', of "political®

It refused to artificially
divide its activities into "political' and
economic, realising that whilek opposition

trade unioniam.

to pess laws, for example, could be narrow=
ly dafined as solely a political issua,
naverthaleas such Lssues directly reduced
the wages and work opportunities of its
membars. Thus, In the 1940s,; there exlisted
a larger, better organised and more politi-
cally conscious Africean work force than the
state had previously to deal witn, This
working class had proved ite militancy by
19513 the 1946 minaworkaras' atrike of

76 000 workers being the most spectacular
example.
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It is clear from the evidence presented
to the Commission that the ceptains of
industry feared this development, The
Federated Chambers of Industries expressad
alarm "at the development of Native trade
unions free from any form of :untnnl“i.

Of particular concern was the inability of
existing state machinery to cope with these
African trade unions which had developed free
of any form of itlFl control or supervision.
The Transvaal Chamber of Commerce arguad that
leaders of wunions were inexperienced and that
"if the unions wera laft to drift haphazardly
they would become Tectile st6il for indoctrine
ation with perniclous pniln-nphii-'ﬂ. Thus,
acknowledging that Africen trade unions were
a falt accompli; it was felt that some form
of statutory recognition should ba accorded
them, By recognition was memnti

Recognition msans bringing them undar
control,; making them comply with certain
qualifications,; before they cen exist as
a trade union.

Thius H|1=h|r5 has argued that

From the evidence it is clear that the
fear of uncontrolled unions weighed
heavily on smployesra at the time and
saems to have been the maln reason for
arguing im favour of statutory recogni=
tionss. Unlons would have to submit to
tutelege and guidance from government
officisls, their funds would be subject
to regulation and all their mestings
would be controlled... Clearly employers
wara by no means in favour of African
unions per se but felt that as thay were
alroady in existence some form of de

Jure recognition should be given to ensuce
they would be guided in the right
channelea: Employers were convinced that
no fors of outlawing African trade unions
would be successful .., 88 this would
drive tham underground,

The Botha Commission findings basically
accorded with the evidence presented.to it by



industry; statutory recognition with mechan-

igmas for close control of the direction adopt-
wd by the unions. N strict check was to be
kapt on thelr financial affairs and no "politi=
cal' activity was allowed.
Oespite the very severe restrictions

on union activity contained in the recommsenda-
tions of the Botha Commission, and tha
potentially handicepping effect of them,
were they enforced, the state rejected them,
Instead of adopting a policy of control the
state followed & policy of direct repression
of Africen trade unions. The Suppression of
Communism Act wes passed, aimed largaly at
& number of effective union organisers,
rathar than at the SACP itself, as wall as
the Industrial Concilliation Act and the Bantu
Labour Relations Reguletion Act, which
resulted in the prohibition of mixed trede
unions. Further the Industrial Conciliation

" Act did not define’ Africans ss employees, and

thus whilst all "employess"™ wers granted
trade union rights, Africans were not granted
access to the Industrisl Councils = the
machanism established by the state to

provide s government sponsored channel for
negotiation between employers and employees.
The reasons for the state's rejection of the
gotha Commission's recommendations is the

sub ject of much dlhltlﬁn However,; it is

generally agreed that the state's dominant

interssts ware thoss of mining capital,

which Rad speacifically argued against tradse

union rights For Africen workers, and agri=

cultural cepital, which was suffering from

a severe shortage of cheap llbnur?. For

these two sectors, vital to the malntanance

of 54" balance of paymants, and thus capital

Y

accumulation in general, Africen trade unlons,
which would improve the bargalning position
of the urban work force, were clearly
undeslrable, CNETU'a affiliation to tha ANC
restastance campaigns after the Botha Commiaaion
had eallectad its evidence also played a
pa2rt im persuading the government that Afrlican
trade unions were & dangerous political
threat, Thus tha state adopted & policy of
represasion of African unions,.

Thirty yesrs later the state once again
faced similar pressures. As in the 40s the
SA sconomy had once again axpanded iIn thea late
19608, forsign cepital had flowsd in and urban
Africans were now playing a central role in
the sconomy, B8s workers and potentially as
congumers. However, the exact nature of this
sconomic sxpansion is significant when attempt-
ing to understand likely government responses
to the wWishshn Commission. Typical of SA's
subordinate place in the imparislist chain,
and the nature of the articusltion of
capitalist and pre-capitalist modes of
production in S5A,; concantration and central-
isation of capital oceccurred resulting in the
Bgenaralisatlion of the monopoliatlic form as
dominant in productive sectors in turn
dominant in the overall ntrunturu“ﬂ. This
means that the mejor ssctors of the sconomy
in 5A have bsen characterised by the Lneesrtion
of tachnology and mechanisma of fimanclal and
comaercial orgeanisation, appropriate to
advanced capltalist countrlies. Thus thT
Mubture of Sne wcoveicpment of the sconomy,
eapecially in the last three decades, was
such that it regquires expanded markets
[not necessarily wider markets and; thersfore,

not necessarily comsprising tha bulk of the
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population bukt rather tha high and middle
income groupe), constant increase, and
sophistication of technology, thus facilitating
greater productivity of lebour, but also a
reduction in the need for labour [hence the
emarcence of the phenomenon of structural
unemploymant in Elg], and finally, new
techniques of organisation of labour
rllltlnn:1n. Thus there ware profound
structural changes in the sconomy since the
pravious commisslon of enguircy.

On the political level, as in the 40s,
the number of Africen worker strikes in
incressed, with exceptionally large strikes
occurring in Nemibia im 1971 and Ourbanm in
1973. The strikes were gensrally suppressed
by foroe, often with traglc conseguences as
at Anglo-American's Western Desp Levels
Gold Mina in Carletonville. The SALE
(4,5) has argued that at the same time
"trade wunion orgenisation of African workers
had again emerged and the stata (found)
iteelf in a slmilar positlon in the late
101'11. A significent difference betwesn theasse
new worker organisatioms and those of the
408 end sarly 50s is thair strong rejection
of overtly political activity. Thus whllst
atrike activity tralled off with the recesslon
of the mlid=T0s worker organisation contlinued
to steadlily grow, despite continued harass—
ment and bannings of leaders inm terms of the
Suppression of Communism Ackt. With ths urban
ravalts of 1976=T77 1t beceme ocbwious that the
STEALE waSs flclﬁq & major political and struct=
ural crisis. Unmemployment had reached slarming
proportions and the continued represaion of
African discontent was not only extremely
difficult but had become increasingly costly.




International pressure for seanctions was
mounting and there was the continuous threat
of withdrewal of foreign investment. The
skilled manpower shortage was becoming acute
and the demand for larger wealthy markets by
the monopoly sector;particularly, was increas=—
ing. Worker productivity was remaining
ungatifactorily low as well. Thus it beacama
clear that a new strategy, aised at alleviating
urbean Afrlcan discontent, which would than
presumably reduce international pressure, as
wall as meeting the shortage of skilled labour
nﬁh labour productivity problemss, and provids
the potential for increasing the size of a
middle amd high income market, was NeECESSETY.
Thus the state established tha Wishahn Lomm=
ission to investigete industrial relations.
Howsver, this commission must not be ssen in
igoletiong it is merely s component of a new
st rekegy being adopted by the South African
atate to meat the Iéﬂﬂﬂliﬂ and political
(with international and local sspects)
crisls confronting its Other parts of the
strategy include the Rlekert Commission,
the Homeland Consolidation Commission, the
new conatitutional proposals, further
"homaland independence', the scuthern Afrlecan
states power bloc, and UDI in Nemibla.

The final outcoma of the wWishahn
Commission's activities is not yet clear
and debate still continues around them and
a governmant White Paper submitted to
parlisment. HNo legislation has emerged as
FELs nMowevar, the maln thrust of cthe ocepoate
has been a change in government policy from
direct suppression to more covert centrol of
the unlon movement; and it seems likely that
the new dispensation for industrisl relations

will show an acceptance of this new streategy
by tha stete, There are a number of "liberal’
elgmants to Lt = the integrating of facllities
as wall as the remsoval of job reservation,

end it is these that have been welcomed in
white opposition cirecles, Yet they are not
the major component of the recommendations

and they are completely insigniflicant when
compared to the major thrust of the report,
Obviously white opposition desperately wents
the government to make concessions and
therafore ansure SA's intarmnational esconamice
connections, but it is still surprising how
little the. government need concede Tor
oppositlion approvals: The mixlng of facilitles
and remowval of job resesrvation willl be of -
little consequence to tha wnion movemeant;
whersas the other recommendations will severely
curtall; if not eliminate sltogether,; the
cpportunity for indepeandent Africen uniona to
axlst., Like the Botha Commission the aim of
the recommendations is more eontrol of
independent non=registered (beceuse largely
African and, therefora, uneble to reglaster
under Industrisl Conciliation Act) trade wunion
movement, The consesrvative Trade Union
Congress of SA (TUCSA) argued in evidence to
the Wiehahn Commission that non=teglatered
unions be prohibited, and this seems a likely
course of actlen, Mentien has also been made
of legislation aimed at apecifically invali=
dating ony agreements arrived at between

employers and non=reglstered uniﬁnl. Tth.

uniess & unbion has the approval of the govercn=
ment and is registered, it will have no locus
standi to enforce any lﬁ:iimlnt reached with
an employers The Commission has also recom=—
mended that *political' activities of unions
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be prohibited, no doubt leaving it to the
discretion of the Repressive State Apparatus
as to what constitutes *'political® activity.

A further disturbing feature of the debate
has been the reference that only workers with
permanent jobs and houses would be grabted
trade union righis. This means that only those
Africans with section 10 (1) (a + b) rights
and & housa can be unlon members. Uesplte tha
problem of the critical housing shortages

in all urban areas it is government policy

not to grant asny section 10 (1) (a + b) rights
to children of "homeland citizens'. resident
and working in ucban areas. Thus the govern=
ment is attespting to ceduce the number of
Africans with theasa rights and to locate as
many Africans as possible within the amblit

of 'independent homelands®. The government,
it seema, is than prepared to buy off thoss
Africans who are atill left in "white' South
Af:ini-

The skilled manpowsr shortege has also
bean. a l_l.jﬂl" l.nf'.lu‘ﬂ'_llﬂﬂ'-thl Wiehahn
Commission, The chenging of the name of the
Dept of Labour to the Dept of Manpowar
Developsent is not merely symbolical, and
the Commission recommends the creation of a
National Manpower Commission with wide
powars., Thua it is clearly the. aim of Lthe
recommgndations that urban Africans not only
be given trade union rights (other rights are
not unlikely in the future) to improve their
bargaining position, but also treining, thus
ageting the need for zore skilled worlers,
higher productivity, and; as high wages could
follow for these few fortumate urben Africans,
ineresse the size of the middle incoms market.
it is again noteworthy that the mining industrcy




(except Anglo American) argued that trade
union rights not be granted to mine employeas,
end 1t ls probeble that this section will be
specifically excluded from any subseguant
dispebsation, There has alss besen debate
about prohibiting the closed=shop, and should
this occur It would Rave severe conseguEnces
for the conservative white unions, especially
on the mines, when coupled with thes ramoval
of job ressrvation,

Thus the state, thirty years after its
First commission of enguiry in industrial
relations, is adapting its policy to meet the
changed political and economic circumstances
of capitalist production in South Africa,

and it is in this context that the Wiehann
Commisslion must be viswed, _

Richerd de Villisgs.
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A Study of Strikes
in the 1970s

(This is the third part of en article. The
firat and second parts sppeared in WIP 6 & 7)

BINING

We are becoming little men

Wa're now becoming cats

The white men are goilng to make us rats
Wa're going to be made rats

Whare wa'"re golng to be chaasd.

SINGING this song Basuto mine recruits cross
the Mahokane river, By the end of 1975 thare
wara B& DDD such men working on South African
mines, Theyotrek from sne of the pooreat
countriss in the world and they conatitute
a number four times that of Lesotho's indus—
trial labour force. The moneay thess men
sarn is twice that of their countries GOP (1),
The South African minimg industry has
alwsys depended on migrants for its labour
force, In 1970 out of & labour force of
591 726 Africans; only 31,4% were recrulted
from inside the Republic, the rest coming
from Lesotho; Mozembique; Melawl, Sweziland,
Botswana, ete; The number of South Africans
decreased to 24,14% in 1971, 22,4% in 1972,
21,04% in 1973, and to 20,42% in 1974,
For mining caplitalists there are certain
advantages in a migrant labour foree (2).
The low wages pald to miners has always besn
lagitimised in terma of the senaitive cost
structurs of the industry. The average gold
content of the ore is low, the internationally
fixed price of gold prevents the aining
companias from transfercing any lncreases LIn
working costs to the consumers and "conse=
guently within this narrowly circumscribed
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cost structure, the usual area of cost

minimization has been wages, The task than
of the mine owners has besn to create and
contain a vast supply of cheap Afriecan
labour™ (3). Another srgument has been that
Afcican wages could not bea raissd becauss of
the colour bar on the mines which locks
Africens into lower pald, mostly unskilled,
Jobs. Thus, according to the mine ownece,
Africans cennot be tralned for higher effi-
clency which would allow for gains inm
prnductlilig.tu ﬁnﬁpihiltl for higher wage
coata.

The publication of Francis Wilson's
"Leabour in the Scuth African Gold Mines,
1911=1968" (4) was a breskthrough Ln many
ways. Or Wilson pointed out that in real
terma Bleck cash wages in 1969 ware no higher
than in 1911, while real cash earnings of
whites had increased by 70%. 1In 1889 the
blackiwhite cash sarnings ratlioc was 117,5,
in 1969 it was 13120, He argued that under=
lying and cemsnting the sbnopoly powsr of the
Chamber of Mines labour recruiting organize=:
tion was the agresment not to pay wages above
& specified wage level, The average monthly
wags of an African miner in 1970 was R1B8,00
per monthy in 1971 1t rose to R19,00 per
month, im 1972 to R21,00 snd in 1973 to RI4
(5). By 1975; howesver,; with Anglo Americen
doing much of the groundwork, drastlc wage
increases had been made. Between June 1972
and June 1975 black underground workers'
wages (iso Lncreasec from AS0,uu co ASD,00
per month = an increass of 137,4%. However,
in the same pariod the gold price had incres=
sad from R46,81 to RANMZ;24, an increass of
139;8%: Tha 22 500 black surface workers,
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EDITORIAL

WHAT 15 apartheid/separate development = Lhe
palicy followed by khe National Party
gouaenment and anfarced through the state
apparatuses slimce 19487 It i & specifle
option pdopted by capitelism to sizuchure
production amd reproductlionm Em South AFrice.

why was this option takenT Gecsuse ik
raflected certailn political and sconomie
powsr ralatlionmshlps during the mid 19480"s,
namely an sllisnce betwesn an  asplrant
Afrikanar bourgeolsis, & privileged white
working class, and an agricultural ssctop
mowing from semi-feudal celations to
capitalist production, But this alllance and
its sctiona Lm sheplng the fukure of South
Africa was in turn seting wiEthin &n historical
realliy of dependent developmant within an
international cepltalis® conkext, tellance

en mining and agriculture For esconomig
strength, raclal diwvlision of &tha working

class (in sconomic,; political and ldeologleal
terms ); geographlical division of racEs; BEC,

Wnat ate the main charscteristics of the
spartheld option? The moat lsparbamt pelnk
to maké Le that It Is capltaliskt = desplite
all kha eriss of "gresping scclalles™j state
"intecTeacrence™§ free market foundoations and
the Sunday Times business editor. Apsrtheld
ia an Lntense Form of labour alloocation,
control and repressicn of the working class.
't relies pri-orily on directly reoressive
mpasures to anayre the reproduction and

maintenance of the cepltelist way of producling.

The agacktrneld sption mas Inctlitutlionalised
glivisions in & ronge of acess = divislons
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whilch are once more esseantial Tar tha
reproduckion and maintenance of society imn
Lte prassnt Torm. Thess divisive Etectics
naripulate existing antagonlsms and create
Aew ohes Ln Ehe scclely = asnatgonisms which
revolve acound sthalclky, ﬂitlﬁﬂl!iili claas
eonflict, urben=rural divisicore, BLE.

phile kthis process af reproducing the
soolety in its prosenkt form has besn { mnd
remalne] & lacgely repressive process, 1%

is mow taking on an incressingly ldeslogical
farm.

Ta crepeat: the polnmt Ls that apartheid Ls
not antagonistic to caplitaliemj L%t 1o Pot,
fundeseantally, sntagenistic to the demands of
foreign capital investment snd of modern
imperisliem, despite some pollitical dlis=
agresmantas And the latest moves in the
fismlds of industrial relatlions , living
canditlons ahd commerclal sppartunities
for blecks have mads the policy more masy
to sell to those whe want Eo believe ln the
moral earrectness of exploitation of tha
working class in Socuth Africa.

Aftear the events of the past seven Ye&eL#
af so,; capitalism; through the sparthaid
statm, is making another concpried affort to
rasstablish its grip and total dominence in
n variety of Fields = areas Ehat refleck Eha
struggle: and victories of the dominated

classes ovar the past few years.

L&t ua look at some of these svents a blt
=are closely, and stteapk kLo drew aame af
EFa comm@ctlons BeLueen appacently i“-lﬂlr_ltl

glemants of the South Africen state"s reeponsd.

In 1971=7 tha Ovesba strike cccurced in
Wamibim, showling wp Ehe wulnersbility of

i




however; are paid sccording to a different
acale which begins at R1,40 per shift; as
compared with R2,20 for underground work,
Thus the average wages for underground
workers is R84,00 per month, and for the
surfeace workers R48,00 (6). The increase of
bleck earnings for 1.74 has been given as
83,4% while working profits increassd by
107%, and sharsholders sarnings by 114%

from ASEm to R120m (7).

Labour unrest on the mines is character-
lsed more than any other industry by its
intenaity of vioclencej ths destruction of
property; the so=called inter=tribal *faction'
fighting; and the demands for repatriation.
It is only the nalve ressarcher or the ideol=
ogically blind who will dismiss these pheno=
mana as merely the menifestatlions of an
il1literate labour foarce which is unnhl;_;;--
cope with or undersBand the workings of a
sophisticated industrial bargaining proceas,
and which is immersed in age old tribal con=
flict and tension, The fact, howsver, that
no sophisticated industrial bargeining pro=
cedure axliste, [(the Native Labour Relstions
Aegulatlons Act; for what it ls worth; doeas
not cover the mining industry) and that trade
unionas are not recognlzed, goes only parct of
the way in explaining the problem. More
importently, the real reasons For this
essentially violent form of labour action
muat be explained In terms of an sssentially
violent system of lesbour control.

nistorlieally the mines have always been
in s dissdvantsged position ss regards
attracting labour., The low wages pald in
this highly labour intensive industry, the
unfavourable working conditions and the

dangars lnwvelved in underground mining have
always prompted workseekers to look for
alternative employment when Lt is available.
In the early peried the state's favouring of
manufacturing and sgriculture as witnesaed In
measures designed to establish secondarcy
industry did not make this laperially linked
monopolistic industry's road to expansion

and high profitability an sasy one., The
mining capitalists in thelr turn had many
angwsrs to these problems and their labour
force was at times tempted by the sveilabil-
ity of liquor; the turning of a blind sye ko
such Lllegalities as dagge and prostitution,
and in certaln cases the control of thase
ecarce rasources by mining interests, and the
oparating of trading stores linked to tha
mines and effering vast credit thus ensuring
that the lebour force was always in debt and
thus slways in nesd of cesh sarnings which the
minea could offer in return for labour-power.
None of these Tactors; howaver, combined so
well and Favourably for the mining cespitalistas
as theay did in the compound aystem developed
in Kimberley.

The compound has become the sine qua non
of mining in South Africa. It provides fras
sccommodation and food for workers but its
purpose is one of control rather than ons of
smeliorating the workers' position. Struc-
turally,; tha migrant worker is in a bad
position anyway = ha is ssparated from his
family and femiliar environmsent snd has to
compete with an established townszhip popula-
tion for what he lacks, sspecially wosen.

The cospounds further entrench these difficul=-
ties by physically sepsrating the worker for
most of his contracted pericd from the wider
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soclal environment and confining him to an
imposed ona.

Lebour control on the compound is both
direct and indirect. Oirect control takes the
form of a hierarchy of officials who impoases
the rules and regulationa aat by top manage—
ment and who are meant to deal with conflict
when it arises,; Such conflickt, when it arises
and is of a minor nature, falls within the
jurisdiction of the managesent appointad
induna whose fumction it is to desl with
minor affairs and to meintain discipline in
the hostel, The induna is ssen by mansgement
as & tribal authority snd as such he
reprasents his specific ethniec group only,
when dealing with menagement. It is & Falr
generalization to say that workers view
the induna as an impossed puppet who is part
of managemant, He 1s afforded little respect
and is not trusted (B). Workers' hatred of
the induna syatem is evidenced in ths numer-
ous sccasions where militent and violent
sction is aimed ficekly at the indunas as
the repressntatives of an imposed and
despised syatam,

The masiss (PA), ths clerks, and the
security guards are also viewsd with thes sams
degrea of mistrust snd their roles as manage=
ment's functionariss is clearly comprehended.

The enly truly representative leadership
which manifests itself on the compound Ls the
isibonda. The isibonda is slected by the
roommates and is there to ensure order and
mainktain relationa within tha :nn;. He ias
afforded & large degres of reapect by the
roommates snd sll decisions taken are
collectively discussed beforehand., The
effectivensss of the lsibondm, howsver, is



clearly limited as his Jurisdiction sxtands
only over ona room and there is little or no
communication betwsen him and the management.
Distinct from the specific structures
which exist policing the compounds anmd an=
suring its smooth cperation; there exists
other indireect forms of control which must be

sEen as a necessary parct of the cospound

ayatem, Thess center around scarce CESOULCES,
the humiliation of the worker, tha lack of
privacy and the recreational facilities which
area meant to fulfil basic human naeds.

Around avery one of thess factors an eantire

nazus of violence develops which esnvelops
evaryday compound lifae.

Dissatisfaction about the guality of

food i common and the gripe that indunas,
securlty guards, etc, receive better food le
often reported. There is, howsvar, nNo com=
pulsion to sat this food as the mins cafe
offers an alternative. The functions thess .
cafes parform in either keesping the miners in
debt or tempting them with congpumerism is
clearly understood by workera, "'"The whites
take back thea money thay pay us." This refers
to the money pald for deinka in the bars and
the food bought from the mine cafe; ('forced
because of the bad food provided by the
kitchen')".(9). In fact the temptations of
consumnatiam confront the workars from thailr

firat days at work when they are glven
reference book covers in which are inserted
adverts for radios and the places which offaer

Pragy! terma.

Tha uae of alcohol as & measure of labour
contral in the early period has been briefly
mantioned above. MNowadays, although alcohol
may not be as important in playing this role

its svallesbility in the cospounds ls & way of
enauring tha ':unt-ntllnt'lnf the workers.
Its effacts; however; are the same; that
alecohol is an escepe mechanlem which relesses
the tenslons which build up during ths working
day and: that drunkenness 1s a form of reslis=
tance and & way of coping with the unfavour=
able living cénditions has often bean argued.
Dagga; & scarce rescurce, fulfllé s slmilar
function and there is no evidence of any
cofcacn on ih. pert of managemant to curb its
consumption,

The most important scarce resource is
women, Only 1,5% of the labour force live in
married quarters and the wvieiting fecilities
for families &and wives leave much ta ba
desired, that is, providing one first gets
through the adainistzative red tape. The
alternatives then are prostitution and
homosexuslity. The first has been the cause
of many & wviolent outbresk. The esxpensive-
neas of prostitution, their scarcity and the
fact that LIn many cases ona ethnic group can
gain & virtual monopoly because of the
numerical ethnic dominance of the nearest
township has contributed to the flaring of
tempers which at times can lead to the mass
exodus of a portion of the labour force. The
sacond, homossxuslity, is common prectice,; and
that tense and unessy relationships form
between the inmates of thase single=sex
hostels is hardly surprising.

The lack of privacy in the roocas, the
gpan luvalories and showears all contribute in
humsiliasting the worker whose privecy has
been denied toa him from the time of his flrat
madical check=up, whan he stands in & gueua
naked just to have his heart tested.
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It is within this background of an
gssantailly vioclent system of labour control
that conflict on the minea is analysed. And
it is the affects of such control that explain
largely the violence which charscterizes
conflicék on the mines.




DATE

Oisry of Events: (10)

PLACE

DEAD INJURED AFRICANS AFRICANS
EMPLOYED INVOLVED

1873:
Oct 27

Sover Mine,;
Windsorton; Cape

%

DATE PLACE DEAD
;;u 18 " Durban Desp ﬁin-.

Roodepoort - - 7
Nov 19 East Rand Prop. Mines - - ]
Dec 14 East Orisféntein,

Carletonville 2 -]

Sept 1

Sept 7

Oct 20=-3

18741

Feb 3

Feb 9
Feb 16=23

April 5-8
Aprll 16

May 28

June =10

June 11=2

Juna 25

Aug B8

Aug 31
Sapt 29
Det 13=23

Oct 21=31

Dct 22-6

How 12=20

Now 17

Westarn Desp Levels
Carltonville

West Rend Conaol.,
Rendfantein

Durnacol Colliery;
Cannhausar

Emst Rand Prop
Minea, Boksbutg

Welkom Gold Mine-

Weatarn Heldings,
Fres State Geduld,
nesr Welkem

Walkom Gald Mine

u-;h-!n Dasp Levels
Carltonville

Lorainne Gold Mine,
near Ddendaalsrus

Harmony Gold Mine,
Virginie

Merrisspruit Gold
Mine, Virginis

Ressano Garcia,
Moz ambique

Austenburg Platinum
Western Holdings
Westarn Platlinum

Emst Rand Prop.
Aines, Boksburg

Westearn Deep Lavels,
Carltonville

Hartabeesafontain,
Klerksdorp

West Rand Conasols
Randfontain

Weatarn Deep Levels

12

il

Lo I T

27

e

100

av
10

19

18

16
&0

23

15

10

16

12

18

494

050

1
630

T10

630

494

251

F76
437

431

310

090
310

400

2 S00

2 750

2 000
100

1

29

18

25

.

Oec 16=28

Dec 22=3

Dec
Deo

Dec 29 =

Jan

=

Jan

?

§

5

Mar

Mar
Apr

ApL

May

Jul
Aug

22
25
3

L]
1=2
5=9

T=8

14

Impala Platinum
Aine, Bafokeng

Crown Mines, Jhb
Villsge Main, Jhb

Spitzkop Colliery,
Ermalo

Priesks Copper Mine,
N Caps

Fres Stats Saai-
plasa, Gold Mine,
Ventarsburg

Western Desp Levels

4asl Resfs Gold
Mine; Klsrkadorp

Brackean Gold Mine,
Einross

Blesbok Colliery,
near Middelburg

New Largo Colliercy,
witbank

FPrems Brand Gold
Mine, Welko=s

Northfield Colliery,
near Dundes

Hlabane Colliecy,
Glencoms

Weatern Deep Levels

Blyvooruitzicht
Gold Ffine, C'ville

Coratal Mine,
Kuruman

EA Coal Estates,
Witbank

Stilfontein Gald
Randfontain Estates

4 78
3
1 1
- 33
76 552
10 34
- 5
31 13
1
2
1 7
1 20
2 7

12

29

1

12

910
431

a7

a12
145

534
310

4

44T

300

612

310

483

oS

IMJURED AFRICANS AFRICANS

3 ooo

4 .000

1

T0Q

aoo

400

200

ooo

300

200

%
EMPLOYED IRVOLYED

15

1

99
14

35
16
21

ag

41
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PLACE DEAD INJURED AFRICAMS AFRICANS 4

EMPLOYED IMVULVED
: the seventies can broadly speaking be defined

Blyvooruitzicht T s 19 B 498 S betueen two paramaters. On the one hand
Esst Rand Prop. 15 12 560 worker/mansgement disputes arising out of the

The outbresk of conflict on the minas in

East Rand Prop. 12 560 work situation, snd om the other, confllct

Buffelsfontaln
Gold Mine, near
KElarkadorp

Eaat Rend Prop.
Virginia Gold Mine
Lorainne Gold Mine =
East Aand Prop. -

Witwatersrand Nigel
Gold Mine, Haldelbarg 9

Free State Ssaipleas = -
Western Areas Gold 1

Western Platinum
Durban Deep Mine
Lorainne Gold Mine
Apr Buffelafontein
2=3 Western Holdings
Jun 8 Pras. Brand Gold

Jul 11 5t Helena Mine,
naar Welkom

Jul 12 5t Helana
Jul 19 Kinross Gold Mine

TOTAL for period

that srises out of the social conditions of
compound life. This conflict has been
violent; claiming the lives of 192 workers
and injuring anothar 1 278 in the ppriocd
betwesn Dctober 1972 to September 1976 (ses
breakdown of conflict abova).

There is no doubt that the miner's life
is dangerous = 2 993 workers died in the
pericod of four years and snother 110 169 ware
injured dus to "danger inherant in the work
or misadventura™ or "defective plant or
machinery™ (17). It doss not teke & homeland
lesader to announce that "Africen life 1s
chesp in South Africe® for the worker to
underatand his predicemsnt, A workeras' song
goss somsthing like thias:

In eroaslng the river I bacome a Rew man,
Diffearent from the one [ was at home

At home I was secure

But now that I am on this slde

I am in & place of danger,

Whare I may lose my life at any time.

So prepare me for death] (12)

The Moodie repert describes feelings of
elation whenesver workers finlsh their deily
shift and make thair way to tha compound
hestels; "™Death is soc resl. You keep on
praying end thanking God emsch time you come
out alive™ (13).

Workers have sxpressed thesselves in a
variety of ways In these viclent yearsi they
have confronted esach other; they have con=
fronted management, they, wers confronted by
police bullets, and they have confronted their
home governments, Violence as &n outlat of




frustration and as bargaining power has
becoms the sine gus non of mining.

The first ruptures in termss of industriasl
sction in our period was when 140 miners of
the Sovar mine at wWwindsorton in tha Caps went
on strike on 27 October, 1972, demanding
The result was that 20
Mozsmbican workers wers arrested and charged
with staging an fllegal strike. Yst tha
pattearn of extreme violence which was te
characteriss much of the unreat later, can ba
located in what took plece at Western Deep
Levels,; Carltonville, in Septesber, 1973,

The salisnt factor leasding to the confronte=—
tion betwessn workers and sanagemant was dis=
contant arising from new wage scaless. Tha
strong arm of the lsw hare bagina to play itas
prominent roles Twslve miners disd, sleven
shot by the police who opaned fire after tear
gas and baton charges Failad to disparss tha
erowd, 27 minecs and 13 policeman weare
injured,

Lorraine Gold Mine nesar Odendsalsrus
witnegsed a similar trend of discontent,

Here two workers died; one shot by the pollce,
and six were injured on the 28 Mey,; 1974, The
conflict broke out after poy negotistions

broke down, The result wes & pay incroase

of 332 (14). violent sction by the workers
dirscted itsslf at the besrhall vhich was
gutted by fire. A symbolic sct perhaps,
sgainst an institutionalized recreational

form which tsopts thalr wages Trom them,

Te Sym

etar wagEs,

sl mbae s s oew 00 ABECLE=
spruit Gold Mine, Jointly asdministered by

ffend Gold Mines, and &6km apart, wers the Ffocus
of intense conflict claiming the lives of 5
workers and Injuring 47,

The conflict aross

out of & wage dispute centering around demands
by ssnior men. Thae violence was explicltly
directed agalnat indunas who Flad for thelir
lives; and other symbols of authority such as
the manager's offices:s Finally "Satan's
House' (the scclimatizatlion chamber) was also
attacked. .ne report states that "workera at
both minés wer#s later to sccept poy lncreasea
wall in sdvance of 10%, but attempta ko nego=
tiate ducing the tenss day of the 10th falled.
Aanager Honnat was shouted down while tha
workers are reported to have made claims for
500% increases: HReports wares also recsived
that Harmony workers ware going into Virginias
to spread tha mood of thelr strike to
municipal workers thers™ (15). Tha Chamber
of Mines, in order to guell the unrest,
announced wage incressss ranging from 33%
to S0%.

At the Hartbessfonteln Mine in Kletksdorp
minars refusesd to go underground dus to dis=
content over wage Lncreasss. The disturbances

and unrest that followsd claimed the lives of

two miners and a Tucthar 7 wera Injured.
Approximately 2 750 workers weres on strike.
Saven were arrested; 2 of whom were
subssquently charged under tha Rlotous
Aassmbliss Act. A Turthsr sight weats
charged with public violence

dege grisvances were again prominent in
ceusing conflict and outbreaks of wviolesnce
during 1975. For sxsmple, in November 500
workers st Virginie Geld Mine started sstting
ibim ew sweezln~z ofle: &« waye oispute, Una
worker was shot dead by police and a Furthar
18 wars injured sfter police used tear gas
and dogs to reatore order. At ERPA in

Hoksburg 3 500 Mozambican minacs refused to

- the Lesotho government,
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start work because of a propossd new pay
procedure. MNegotistions with mansgement led
to the scrapping of the proposed new system,
This wge grisvence conflict continued
inta 1976, At Western Platinua Mines,
Austenburg, 230 Basuto and Mozembicen miners
stageo & two day strike. Although the police
wars called in no clash occurred. After the
new wage schesss which csused the strike was
sxplained to worksrs thay returned to work.
In Juns strikes at the Westesrn Holdings and
President Brand Gold Mine occurred whare an
unspecifisd nuabsr of workers were Injured.
At Western Holdings 2 600 workers refused to
go underground and at President Brand
spproximately half the workforce took the
sans action and prevented a number of othars.
In both cases security officlals in combines-
tion with tha polics guelled ths unrest.
Economistic strikes, however, have not
only bsan easused by wage disputes and wage
differential schemas. Seven strikes in
January, 1975, had as their immediate causs
the deferred pay scheme introduced by
The erux of this
schams waa to sncourage workers to spend
their sarnings in their home country (16).
The miness affacted by the workers protestas
weret Free State Ssalplsas Gold Mine,
Ventersburgj Western Desp Levels, Carltonvilleg
Vaal Aeefs Gold Mina,; Klerksdorpj Bracken
Gold Mine, Kinrossj Blesbok Collisry near
Middelburgy Mew Largo Colliery, Witbank; and
Prasident drsno Golo Mine in Welkom. The
toll of the subsequent unrest which saw
violence at Vaal Reefs (10 dead, 34 injured)
snd Preaident Brend (5 injured), was 10

siners dead aod 39 injured. A total of over



20 000 Basuto workers participated in thess
strikes, nearly 7 000 of whom were repatriated
(some at their own reguest) (17),

Before proceeding inte an analysis of
strikes and more genarally conflict on the
mines, we would like to give a brief overview
similor te Lile one above of the "nen=pcononin-
tic" type of strikes, ie those Fforms of
conflict arising more genearally out of the
:7zizl conditions of compound life and the
work situstion, GSroadly spesking these can
be said to manifest themselves in two ways:
those forms of conflict which sxpress them=-
selves in "tribel" clashesj anc those in which
"ethnic® gifferences play no part. However,
it must be noted here that although ethnicity
is the phenomenal form of much cenflict, it
cannot eosily be ascribed as the causa.

In February, 1974, in Welkom Gold Hine
and Western Holdings Fres State Geduld one
witnesses 24 deaths and 187 injuries arising
out of conflict cver s scarce resource,
women. The Jasotho workers who wers numeri-
cally dominant on these mines had saslar
access to the nearby, predominantly Sotho
speaking Thabong township, This created
crievances and jeslousy on the pact of the
mimority fhosa workers who took to sttacking
workers arriving back from the townships.

As ‘irkwood notes, the Sothos complained

about the sttack but ",,..embittered by tha

failure of the indunas and the mine manage=

ment Lo intervene effectively; cdespite the
sothos having vitered prooi of Xnosa actacks
gnd hawving threstened that LF they continued,
they would leave tne minc, the Sothos

decided to take matters in their own hands,.
lass reprisals followed" (18). This resulted

in the exodus of 8 150 basuto workers and
approxioately SC0 :ihosa workers who were
repatriated (19).

Two months later, in April; there were
two oore confrontations claiming the lives of
11 workers and leaving 73 injurad. Thesc
took place 3t UWelkos Lolu mine uwnc sestern
Deep Levels, Elrltéﬂuilllf The clashes were
betwesen Xthosa and Sotho miners.

Yiolent clashes beteeen diffarent groups
of workers also occurred in August at Rusten=
burg Platinum Kine and Western Holdings near
Welkom, leaving 10 dead and 76 injured.

In Dctober at EAPM; Boksburg,; conflict
oOVer & scarce resource, beer, erupta into anm
scute clash between Malawlan and Sotho
workars, The only recorded death, howsvar,
results from the stabbing of a Tswana = 150
policemen are utilized to subdue the uncest
which left Z3 people injured. The Malawlans
withdrew thelir labour and demsanded repatria=
tion = their reasons being that they feared
for their security., Could this be tha Faar
of reprisals from the 100 strong Sotho force?
(falawians numbocred 1 600). Although the
Shangaens wers not Iinvolved in this clash, on
the day of the Z0th they rioted and went an
strike, They were in very militant mood and
refused to asppolnt representatives, Manage-=
ment used tear gas and dogs when thay present=-
od themselves as & single body to volce their
demands, The nature of these demands is
not known. Management's aggressive reaction
was used as the reason for ctnelr subsaguent
damands for repatrietion,

Tha aame montk witnessed another strike
by Malawians, this time at Uesterm Deep Levals,
which was sparked off by the stabbing and

death of a Halawian worker. The ensuing
strike resulted in approximately 1 200
wirkars demending rcpatristion, Aftar
negotiations 1 050 returned to work while
470 were repatriated.

The promipance of the Palwian workers
continued into Jovember. At West Rand
Consolidated, Randfontein, on the 12th
20 Malgwisns refused to go underground. This
mood escalated and at some stage 2000 workers
ware an strike anmd the police were on standby.
"The workers sald that they were tired of
working anmd wanted to return to halewi. Thay
handed in their pess boocks and sat around in
the sun®™ (20). By the 20th, however, all but
230 had returned to work,

On Novembar the 19th 3 000 workers at
ERAPM stopped work and demended repatristion.
At Wastern Deep Levels, Carltenvills, 100
workers rioted after a FMozambican miner was
stabbed: The ilncldent claimed the life of one
worker and resulted in 1% injuries. 100 ’
Mozambican miners weara repatrismted, Mozembi=
can miners agaln rioted at Durban Deep Mine,
Hnndlﬁunrt. after snother stabbing.

The year ended with a further 10 deaths
and 117 injuries in Decembar. The most
violent clashes occurred at Impala Platinum
Mine, Bafokeng, resulting in 4 deaths and
78 injuries. The unrest was caused by the
attempted arrest of a Malawian worker by a
Ponda induna., 2 000 Malawians refused to
work and demanded repatriation, The strike
lagteo for twd we.ks invelving some & 00O
workers at its peak (21):. Another incident
at Crown Mines in Johannesburg resultesd in
the repatriation of 650 Falawlian minars.

On the Z9th of Decembar st Prisska Copper



Mine,; Northarn Cape, & Fight between Xhosa and
Tswana miners erupted. About 700 Tswana
miners went on strike, 400 of whom finally
broke their contracts and made their way
homa .

Between March 1975 and July 1976 strikes
and labour action arising either out of con=
flict over scarce resources (liquor, women,
etc), dissatisfaction with the work situation
or with compound living conditions which wers
manifested in inter=tribel clashes, or aimply
violence between workers of one sort or
anothar, resulted in B84 deaths and 356
injuries, in 22 disputes involving 18 minea
(22). A few, howsver, are worth mentioning.

On Rarch 1st, severa Fighting between
Basuto and Xhosa workers at the Northfisld
Colliery near Dundes which claimed the lives
of 31 miners and left 13 injured, occurred.
Police intervention eventually succesded in
subduing the clash. 400 Basuto miners
requested repatristion and by the 5th March
gnly S00 of the normal complement of 1 555
ware working (23).

A violent clash betwesn Xhosa and Basuto
miners at Stilfontein Gold Aine on July Z6
resulted in the arrest of 220 workers. 22
were subseguently charged. The death toll of
this clesh was 2, and thare were 4 Injuries.

A delay in hoisting of workers to the
surface resulted in a wvioclent protest by 200
miners who damaged mine property at Rand=
fontein Estates on Auguat 13. Une ceporct

states thal 1. aw w0t unheard of for miners
to spand tha night undeéerground becausa of
hoisting inefficienclies (24),

On November 16th, ctefusals by 170
nogambicen workers to participate in the

acclimatization process at Lorraine Gold Mine
resulted in thelr subseguent repatriation,

In introducing this section on mine
conflict, we defined strikes as felling
betwaen two paremeters. On the one hand
worker/management disputes arising out of the
work situstion, and om the other conflict
that arises out of the social conditions of
compound l1ife,.

For sasier categorization, however, we
will ceal hers Firstly with wage disputes and
then with lebour  action arising out of
dissatisfaction with workirg conditions,
livimg conditions, conflick over scarce
resources and clashes between workers,
manifesting themselves in either tribel
conflict or gensral violence and unrest.

This separation, we feel, is also of some
analytieal valus, the reason being that the
analysis of wage disputes can be located wlth=-
in the broader framework of strikes inm general
in South Africa., In other words, the general
low level of wages pald to Africen workers
which has been the cause of many strikes Ln
svary sector, is only more intense in this
lowsst payling sector of tha economy. It is
the violence, howevar, which has becoma
characteristic to strikes in this sector,
whiech neads special atteantion, As was argued
ebove, this vioslence Is not to be located in
sither an inherent tendency of migranmt labours=
ers to be hostile to other ethnic groups,; nor
in lack of representation, industrial bargain-
ing facilities and lack of communication.
Although the latter may eggravete the situation
violence must be -npliiﬁld-in terms of the
repressive and violent form of labour exploit-
ational control and the dangers and dis=
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comforts expecienced by miners.

We argoe that although there is a .
geparation betwean viclence in the productive
process emanating from the intemse dangers and
discomfort of minlng, the steatification
arising out of the division of labour, and,
ithat vislence whien is located in the recrea=-
tional compound facllities which perform a
raproductive fumctlon, thles separation is of
no explanatory value, It is both of theae in
unigon that produce the explosive features of
this assctor of thes economy, For sxample, it
is sasy to spesk of conflict over & scarce
resource and explain it away in terms of
violence which encompasses the recreational
til|l;f the worker, but it is not conclusive.
Fnr.th- totality of the sctivities which
constitute mining as a viable, profitesble
indulgence, includes both of these forms of
violence, When workers react violently thalr
reaction is to this configuretion of wviolencae
governing thelr everwday life, both in
working and leisure time, Theirs is a
counter-violence.

Wage disputes in our period have baean
:qﬁgid by one of three ressonsi & general
ﬂl;lﬂd for higher wageaj the introduction of
the deferred pay-scheme by the Lesotho
govarnment; and certain new differential pay
schemas introduced by the mining companies.
Figures available up to mid=197& indlcate that
only 19 strikes were connacted directly with
monay matters. Only three of Lthese strikes
ware directly connected Lo Semands for wage
increases. It ia pechaps difficult to expladn
why so Few of these strikes occcur in such &
low-paid sector. The absence of any nego=
tisting or bargeining bodies goes part of the



way in sxplaining thias.

However; although wage=increase strikes
do not play a prominent role, the low wages
paid by mining pechaps explains why by 1974
only 20,42% of mining's labour requirements
wire recrulted from lnaide South Africa,

("t sresent, 22-=1078 figures, .4, of labour
is local = sds). Closely connected to wage
disputes were the eight strikes which had to
do with new payment schemes. The reason why
these should cause discontent must be explain-
ed in terms of the destruction of established
norms of remuneration on the onas hand,; and on
the other the failure of meanagement te

partake in any prior consulsation or negotias-
tion with workers. As hes besn argued: "Tha
mineworkers at Western Deep Levels =t Carlton-
ville demonstrated that although job evaluation
might be & sclentific technigue; the workers
have sub jective assessments which must be
taken into sccount,..”™ (25).

Conflicts over the Lesotho government's
deferred psy-scheme has broader implicationa.
Although the conflict esanated from s
decision taken by thes Lesotho government, the
embiguity is that the Lesotho workers' source
of income is derived from lsbour in foreign

country, and that decress passad by tha
Jonathen ragime, which regime most workers
opposs (26), causes ruptuces in the labour
Iptﬂtlil of a foreslgn country. Yet thias is the
price South Africen mining intersst have to

pay for foreign lasbour which brings its own

n L.t ) vmablres Jlth it. Labour action with
political manifestation fans out from this

#conomistic base to encompass a wider variety
of issues. Thae political content of much of
the conflict of Xhosa and Sotho is an

1llustration here. Reciprocal exchanges
between the twe groups centres around
political sbuse, for sxsmpls, ths Sotho
workers mocking the Xhosa's so-called
*Independence™ (27).

force (eg 79 000 to 48 000 in less than one
year) and the shaky position as regards
future recruiting from that ares requires
soma mention., As John Leane<Berman states:
"The Chamber of Mines attributed the drop in
intake to administrative problems connected
with the dssuing of passports in Rozambique,
and was loth to say wvery much about what it
regarded as a "delicste’ matter., Other
sources, howsvar, suggested that the decline
in the numbsr of men coming from Mozamblgue
was the result of a delibarate lckiun by the

I and that sctions by Mozambicen workers on

implications involving ths two states, should
be noeted. It should aleso be noted that
Mozamblican workers were Taircly prominent in

demands for repatriation after strikes and
vialence on the minas.

The decision by the Malsuisn governsant
to unilaterally stop all further recruitment
from that country after an air erash in April
1974 in which 72 Malawlan migrants returning
hose wers killed (29), might in some way
@xplakn why more and more Malawisns latar
that ceme yoar demandsd repatristisn. Ths
intensification of demand for repstriation
(not only by Malawian workers) must not only
be axplained in terms of a decision taken by
I a foreign povernment, Pu® alsn in ktha

Tha rapid decline of the PMozambican worke=

Fralimo government® (28). The implications of
this set-up are not merely of en sconomic kind

South African soil could have wider political ~
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escalation of qulu.ﬁeil in the work place.
Most such demands occur after sither a strike
or a clash snd the vioclence that this implies,

The reapressive and violent systsm of labour
control outlined above leads not only to the
withdrawsl of labour (strikes) which implies
enly & temporary stoppage of work and some
future settlement, but the sctual exodus af
1sbour.

Some of the most vielous claahes betweasn
ethnic groups and betwesn workers escalating
into strikes cen be immediately attribukted to
conflict ower scarce resources. Thare soems
to be an interssting dislectic at play hers
batwean sthnicity and monay. Teke for axanple
the eonflict at Welkom = Western Holdings and
Feea S5tate Geduld Mines ssntionsd sbove. One
can clearly isolate women, as & SCArce CESOUTCE
playing a prominent pact in this situation.
The prostitute becomes a comsodity, and an
impresslonistic view leads one to balisve that
the Sotho's monopolization of this commodity
u“rgilﬂld dus to the predominance of Pﬂtl‘lﬂl
in the nearby Thabong townshlp and en tha

‘mines; The Xhosa workers took to attacking

Sotho miners returning from the township.
Thus it would sesm that the conflict was
marely an ethnic one. But the prostituts as
s commodity is an expensive commodity (30),

- maaning that some form of buying powser ia

needed before this commodity can be attained.
If the "financial Mail' report that “"Basute
mine wotkers are traditionally regarded as
more industrious and tenc Lo land better pald
Jobs on the mines™ (31), is correct, then the
aspect of buying pogyer seems to shift the

focus slightly from sthnicity as an sxplanatory
factor. The same can be sald sbout any



commodity and, more importantly, about any
BCAICE TESOUTCHE,

Now the issus of ethnic
conflict must be looked at in a different
light.

No ohe will deny that such of the conflict
manifests itself on ethnic lines, but now a
more satisfactory snalysis into the why is
requireds The two fissuss involved in
explaining this are job allocation and ethnie
separation. Various studies of the mining
induatries and their compounds (32) indicate
that management tenda to form certaln stereo-=
types and that Jjobs are alloceted sccordingly.
The above "Finencial Mail® quote is an example
of this. Also, ethnic seperation on the
compounds 1s imposed by management, Thus one
finds & Xhosa hostel, a Sotho hostel, and &
Malawi hostel, or, & Xhoss room,; a Sotho room
and a Malewi room, sach under the Jjurisdiction
of thelir apecific sthnic induna. This,
howsver, must be seen as & system of control
rathar than a neatural extension of sthnic
differences. The affects of thie systeam are
two=Ffold: on tha one hand, it means that any
confliet which arises is easlily turned Lnte
an ethniec clash as sach worker has as his
raferance point his ethnic group which is
-gaglly sccessible as a distinct body. On
the ather hand, thea esmployment of different

ethnic groups and their seperetion on tha

compounds msans that an added obstacle is
placad in the way of worker solidarity. As
the General Manager of Mine Lebour Organise=
tions has polnted oukts

®ossif labour forcea

on individual mines were homogenaoua mines
would run thes risk of strikes being total
instead of partial® (33).

In trylng to explain the lntensity of

violence which is evidenced on the mines,

one must not forget that .lfhuuqh it would be
difficult to establish & direct correlation
betwsen mining accidents and strikes, it must

be noted that the tense and uneasy atmosphers
which permeates the miners dangerous work is
probably ilntensifled if there has beesn an
escalation of acclidents ([34). '_

It is in those factors (above) that tha
reasons for the highly violent strikes and
forms of labcur action and unrest must be
sought,

The attitudes of management and of mining
capitalists have not remained unchanged in
our period. Management's problems, howavar,
have not only arisen out of the conflict
situstions on the minesj they have had as
thelir corollary political factors such as
actions by the Malawian and Lesotho govern=
ments and public putcries concerning low
wages. It was fortunate that a huge rise in
the gold price allowed them to easily increase
weges without affecting profitability (35).
This, however, is only tha one side of the
coin, and tha raising of wages must not be
attributed to any philenthropic tendenclies,
The other side of the coin is that in 1974
tha minlng industry was FTaced with an acute
labour shortage. Factors ranging from the
Malawdian governmant's cessation of all further
recruitmant and the mass exodus of workers
during this perlod, saw the mines experlencing
a huge manpower dralnage which left geold
mines with only 737 of their undur"rauﬂ;
requirements by January 1975 (36),

lThl tespofises to this were threefold:
Firetly, the increasing of wages imn an

attempt to compete more favourably for
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labour with other sectorsj secondly, an
extenaive internmal recrulting campaign to
attract workers from white urban aress, white
ogwned farms and From the homelandsj end,
thirdly, an attempt to increase mechanlization
and thus cut down on labour regquirements.

The sec=nd strategy prowved highly
succasaful due largely to the general riasing
The function and
abllity of labour buresux toc allocate labour

lavel of unemplofment.

where 1t is neesded must not be discounted as
The details of tha
mining Lndustery's success here is inessentlial
= sguffice to say that by 1976 the underground
requirements were up to 97;82% while surface
strength was 107;92% of reguirementa.
Although cepital's labour requlrements in
this inatance ware fulfilled, those of lLabour
Conflict continues.

a contributing factor.

ware not.

Eﬂll‘ntltrl

OUR primary concarn has this far been to
locate working class action at the level of
the labour process. In 1976, howeaver, we
witneas for the first time since the EHE
campaign of the fifties and early sixztles
tha participetion of the working clasa in a
challenge to Apartheid, centering around an
issus that does not arise out of lnuﬁittlll
relations. A discuseion of the implications
of this is important in any analysis whieh is

concerned with labour sctien. For it was a

conscious withdrawal of labour that was

witnaseed.

. In 1¥70 wie working class was callea

upon to participate in stay-aways three times

in Soweto and once in Cape Town. Tha call was
made by the students whose protest againast

Bantu education had turned many townships



into battlefields. The initial call Far
solidarity presented to the workers the choice
of which aside of the barricade they would be
(=1 1™

The issue with which the students were
concerned has a twofold implication. On tha
one hand the demand far the scrapplng of Banty
education and the expressed desire for the
education that whites receive is & reaction
against discriminetion, Yet on the other hand
the often gquoted Verwoerd policy merely serves
to churn out units of labour to serve the
white community, which was & rallying point
around which studant runpnri was gained,
carries with it implicitly the challengs to
the Apartheid state, [t does this insofar as
it stands in opposition to one of the basic
premises of the Apsrtheid state = namely that
blacks' social mobility is to be fulfilled
within the confines of separate development,
and that their participation in white society
is merely that of lsbourer.

Solidarity amongst blacks in townships
was hampered by breakdowns in communication
and by police intimidation, The First stay-
sway has been reported as having beesn observed
by about 50-805 of the workers. Aeports also
indicate that by the third stay-away ths
observance rose to 90%; while the Flgure for
the second has been given as 70X (37). So it
sezny that thare was & cumulative participaw
tion in the students' struggle.

Th-,:lnntiug of the hostel workers was
ambivalent, Initially their response was one
of sntagonism, witnessed by the violant
backlash which they unlesshed. The spontan=
gity of this backlash, however, ls guestion=
able in the 11qh£_uf Falirly wall substantiakted

reports about the intervention of the pelice
in creating conflict (38): It is noteworthy
that after this initial response and after
consultation with atudents and an addrass by
Buthalezl the migrant workera' attitudes
changed to ona of active support in the thircd
stay-away (39).

The degree to which workers ldentified
with the sducational demands of |Eqdlnt| is &
raflaction of the common axperience of raciasl
discrimination., The latter, however, s a
rallying point; seems to blur the class
divisions within black society = hencae
although workers did ldentify with the demands
af the atudenta, it cannot be sald that thess
damanda directly raflected working class
intareates, but rather the interests of an
seducational minority. "An end to discrimin=
atlon would not necessarily mean ;n and to
exploitation, [t would not change thae Ffact
that there is a small group of exploiters and
a large group of exploited. It might oanly
mean that there would be equal competition
betwean black and white for positions smong
the expleiters™ (40).

The dichotomy between migrant workers,
although not as stark as ls expreassed in ths
madia, navertheless demands soma form of
axplanation. The ambivalence sith which they
have responded to the Soweto "riots" is &
reflection of their structural position, As
oppoged to the urban dweller they are exposed
to two Forms of political control; namaly

homaland government and urban contral in

white areas. Hence, when the migrant worker
reacts to conditions in the urbanm areas he is
congtanktly Linflwenced by his relation to the
homeland areas. For example; his participation
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in events In urban areas might be minimized
insofar as he sees his long=term interests _
lying within the homeland, but more important-
ly, tha realization that this participation
Jeopardizes the --:ur!tf of his emsploymant in
the urban arsas. This fear is reinforced by
incressing unesmployment and by the system of
labour bureaux. Although his attltude %o
events in urban areas might be ambivalent,
the degree to which he is willing to challenge
the system In the work slituation is unguestlon=
@ble as shown by his asctive perticipation in
strikes, The migrant's preparedness to
challenge is obstructed by the organisational
problems arising from his impermsnent situation.
It is this which makes him & part of a far more
vulnerable sector of tha working population.
The inereasing labour sctlion that we have
noted after Durban, 1973, has not only
confined itself to defensive mction on the
shop floor = it has also seen a growing
reintrenchmant of trade unlonism‘as a
chellenge to managessntts intransigence and
the state's thres=tier system. Tha résults
heve been limited and factors that make for
weak trade unlons are at play: heavy police
parsescutlion and the swelling of the ceserve
army of labour. Yet the weasknssses of trade
unlonism must not be attributed onmly to these
factors; but also to an inherent inability,
it would seem; to bresk from merely econo=
mistic issues which pose no real threat to
tha system, becausa this sconomic struggle is
Ehe "enllsstive strugnle AF *hke uarkers
againat thelr employers for better terms
in_the sale of their labour=power, for better
living and working conditions. This struggle
is necessarily a trade=union struggle, because




working conditions differ greatly in differsnt
trades, and, conseguently, the struggle to
improve tham cean only be conducted on the
basis of trade™,

Given the rlsing militancy of the working
closs in the seventies, as witnessed in strikes
and the organizations and trade uniona that .
nave smerged, and the incressing political
activity outside economic Llssues, what nin‘hi
sald sbout workers and possibilitlies af change?

The worker is of course what can bec sald

about the worker reslising his objective class

poeltion and acting in his class. interests.

Fisher (41) concludes her study with the

assertion that in terms of class=consciousness

workers are at a altustion where:

1) there is & set of beliefs shared in common
with other members of tha classj

2) thers is an awareness of & common class
interest;

3) of class identity,

4) of class oppositiong

5) but it is not possible to say that there
is & clesr awareness of class totality,
although there may wall ba some alements
of this presentj

&) there would also not appear to be any
clear concept of an altecnative socalety to

be reschad through struggle with one's
opponent..."

Fisher's conclusions are wuseful insofar
a8 they pressnt some Iindication of tha
workers! perception of their situstion,
~lahsr has alsc palnte? ouk that one must not

see the working class ss ons homogenesous
entity but that stratification doss exlat
betwesn skilled and semi-skilled and white

collar; ete; As we have polnted out above,

this stratification fa further intensifisd

by the political realities of the Apartheid
atate; the staskc:t examplc Sring ibw “lf?';?
worker's two pointa of reference.

Although the working class has
experienced small victories in the seventies,
and although they have shown thair willingness
to participate on fsauss not arising out of
the labour process, to challengs the system
of raciel domination, this is only a resction
to certain effects of what has bean defined as
serialisation, The atrikes we have witnessed
have been essentially defensive acts against
opprteaslion and exploitation. Offensive
acts can only begin where serialisation of
the workers anda. '
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ks “jork In Progress hos ceveloped snd qrown,
. trna contributions to the publication hmave
inereasingly ..:-.alec wits the dif*lcult
oroblem of terminalogy. The ec!tors have
slways believed thakt, while on the one hand
it is necessary to "de=}argonise’ and
‘de—-zcado~icise’ articler 2ol icsws, it is
also difficult to express idess asbout o
complex rezlity in almple lnﬂgulp.; hogt of
tke nore recent conirib.tions kave B=cn

«ritzen bearing this tension end problem in
minds

The article produced below is sonething of
#n exception,; in that it contains more
complex terminology than 1s generally found
im wiIP theses dsys. wonatheless, ths sditors
felt it worthwhile to rum for two major
TEBSONS !

Firstly, the article in Ltaself is &
valuable end Iimportant plece of work;
deteiling and rnalysing importent processes,
secondly, snd specifically in terms of WIF,
it describes the other side of the coln of
wigrant labour, &0 uvell set out In another
crticle in this issue.

it deals witn Ethose geographicel arsas whare
riyrents aigrate from, concentrating
sarticularly on one of South Ffrica's
*foseijn' lobour oocls, Lesothao,

It i+ for thege rossons that readers will Tind
that toe article is slightly out of kceping

Elage leem s T T T
A*netholess &n inportont contributivn, well
worth the sxtca effort necded to read and
Fully underatanc its

RURAL DIFFERENTIATION
IN LESOTHO

SUME CLEHE®TS UN ITS CYCLICAL :ATUaLa

BREFACE

THIS PAPER comprlises a preliminary outllne of
a longer plece which 1 hope to complete
fairly soon, ALl comments will thus be most
walcome, In ite Tinal version I anticipate
that the paper will cemain very similar to
what is presented here; but with a large

body eof ethnographic data included in section
4, For the moment thet is in bare ocutline,

1+ ﬂl.n egtion

THERE IS5 a growing debate on the nature of
social differentiation in rural labour
exporting areas of contemporaty southern
Africa, This peaper is intended to eanter and
hopefully to contribute to that discussion,
[ts primary }u:u: is on the psople of two
adJacent villages in south sastern Ltlnthﬁ1.

a small mountainous country wholly encircled .

by territory internationally recognized as
South African, Lesotho's sconomic depandance
en her industrislized neighbour is reflectad
by ths numbar of her citizens in wage labour
in South Africs at sny ona time. Officlal
South Africen records give a Tigure of

152 188 Leaotho nationala in South Africe in
Ty TTRA pmEm A, IAMMOY uhils athar !
estimates put the figure as high as 200 000
[(Murray,; 1978a127 nZ = citing the Lesotho
Annual Statistical Julletin, 1+¥6. Theze
paople are all subject to the influx control
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legislation and regulations applying to
Blacks which prevall in, South AfFrica.
Encompassin: the debete over rursl social

differentiation is another concernad with the
relationship between rural labour sxporting
communities and South African industry and
.8 ttc*e, In zoction 2 of this paper I
attempt to make some brlef comments in thia
cragard, Theass wlll help te explain my
ascertion; taken as starting point in the
present sssay, that we muat regard the
southern Africsn rural black populatien -i

large as part of the sub=-continental prole=
tariat.

2. Proletarist or no? = one mods of two?
A POSITION which asserts that rural Afrlcan
populations are sssentislly proletarian is
very similar to that sttributed to Amsells
(van S8insbergen and Mallink, 1978:12). He
nas reportedly argusd that the cepitalist
mode of production (CMP) has penetrated so
axtensively inte contemporary rural Afrlea
that "it is capitallism which, mainly Bhrough
migrants' tranafers in kind and realttances,
has become a major Tactor in the reproduction
of the periphersl village societies® (ibid:8).
In saying that rursl black southern
Africs is of the regional proletarist | e=
not suggesting that soclal and sconomic
differences do not exist either betwsen or
within rural communities. Indesd the differ-
snces within such communities are the
arimapy gonrarn 2% *ee Apegent =-npr [see
section 4), Mor am 1 suggesting that no
goclial relationa af an apparently non=
capitalist neture zze svioent 1n such
communities, ®ut my field resssrch in Lesotho




demonstrated that the remittances of oscilla-
ting migratory wage labourers form the primary
subsistence (including reproductive) resource
of rural communities of this kind {cf Murray,
1976199=-133; Turner, 1978:chap 2). Without
these remittances these rural communities
could not reproduce themselves) nor would
those 'non-capitalist' socisl relaticnships
which are the framework for the provision of
social security be able any longer to continue
functioning. These communities are thus
virtually totally dependent on material
inputs frem industrisl wage labour escnings.
I would thersfore argue that it is misleading
to consider their existence as evidence that
fnon-capitelist modes persist albeit in
articulation with the deminant CMP,

Willisma (1975:31) adopts the seame
position arguing that these communities
cannot be regarded as representing a distinect

nan=CAP iT they lack the means of thelr own

2
reproduction® Webster (1978) srgues othar-

wise when he considers the cese of contempo=.
rary Moreambigue; which, he points out, is
vitally dependent on migretory wage earnings.
"In present day Mozembigue the ‘pre-cepitalist’
aector is unable to reproduce itaself without
the intervention of the capitalist mode
(especially in the form of migrant labourers'
wages )" (webster, 19783168 né = his parenthe=
ses). Wet he insists on applying a concept

of articulation between & CMP end & non=CHMP

" for thies situvation despite his concern not

"to perpetuate a dualist illusion" (ibid).

Ha justifies such am analysis im terms which
contradict his preceding statement, for he
argues that "it is in this (pre/ndn-capitelist}
sector that the social security needs, and

some of the subsistence coats, for the migrant
and his family, are borne st little or no cost
to the ceapitalist™ (ibid = his emphasis).
hat he is seying then is thet (&) at the
economic level social security needs are
provided from outside of the CMP while (b)
reproduction is in fact borme by the CMP:
gurely this implies & contradiction? _

There cen be only one possible
Justificetion for pursuing such a dualist
analysis. That is that at the superstructural

lavel there ie still a persistence of appacent-

ly non=capitelist social relatiens in the
tural periphery; in other words that spparent-
ly "treditional' political, religious and

I-IFIEilllr kinship relations atill function

in the rural communities, But thess, as
Webster (197811668-9) hismsalf pointa out,
have been modified guite considerably in
content over time while Iin struckure they
have only spparently remained unchanged.

The spparent persistence of non=capital=
ist superstructiral relstions may thus be
used s & justification for arguing that &
relic of & non=CHP still exists in articulation
with a dominant CMP, aslthough not at the
economic (substructural) level. dut there is
another way of analyzing this situation,

Poulentzes (1973135=6) has referred to
the common necessity to distinguish strata in
afiy ong class = the examplé he wuses is that
of the labour aristocracy as & specific
stratum of the working class. The criteris
for such @ distinction are not to be found at
the sconomic level, but rather in differences
at the political and idebdlogicel levels:

Sifferentiations within the working
class do not purely and simply coincide
with positions im the ocrgenisation of

lebour., Thay depend rather on pclitical
end ideclogical criteris, on forms of
struggle and of combative orgenisation
and on traditiom; and these criteria
have their pwn sutonomy (ibid:36 = his
emphasis).

We may well apply this argument to &
conslderation of the working cleass In southern
Africa which is clearly divided politically
and ideologically. Frauenstein (1976) has
argued that a distinction can be drawn
between the white and black strate of the
working Ellllaa This, she says, is based on

.differences in their political and ideological

glignment vie & vis the white capltelist
class (ibid:é6). I would be inclined to take
her argumant one step further and to suggest
that the rural black population in southern
Africe constitutes a distinct stpatum of the
working class distinguished from both tha
white and black urban strata. (There may, of
course, be Further {(reglonal) divisions
within that stratum,) The viclence which
erupted betwesen "hostel' duellers and other
Soweto residemts during Auguest 1976 are B
stark reminder of the ideological and often
political antagonisms between rural and urban
black workera (see Peskin end Splegel, 1976:
33 = and especlally P Mayer's nrlrln-]l.
Arother guastion now emerges: whet is
it that crestes and maintains these political
and ideological differences, and why? In
other words; loaoking at the rural eress only,
why Bnd how do apparently nun—clpltiliit
superstructural relations persist in spite of
large scale involvement in wage labour?
(cf VYan Binsbergen and Mellink, 19T8:12=3,
who have ssked these guestions about most of
africal, Im the southern Africen context, it
heas been argued, segregatlionist and apertheid



strategies have attespted to relnforce these
"traditional' structures so that they may
provide 8 subsidy to capital for the repro-
duction of lubnur'pnu-r (wolpe, 1972;
Merris, 19773 and see Elrulr,lnd, for a
critigue of Wolpe's theals).
is that

But anothar view

==

sntustan strategy has been to
transform the peripheral political structurss
in orger to continue domination through proxy
{Hnltnnu, 1978). Such a position implies that
the pre-capiktelist superstructural relations
have been replaced by essentailly capitalist
relations, at least in the political sphere.
If we consider the changes in content which
these relations have undergone this is by ne
megans a far fetched position to hold.

Thers are other ressons also for at
least starting from a viewpoint which
considers that the CMP has penstrated suffi=
clently ints rural southern Africe to allow
us to regard the rural population as part of
the proletarist,. One of these is
alternative is to examine the contemporary
gituation in terms of its representing an
eroded remnant Fform of a "traditional'
This would be an essantially
negative enterprise (cf Murray, 1977180},
and one which, by definition; would demonstrate
how "traditional' tha black rural areas still
are; thus providing the grist for the mill of
apartheid apologlsts/ideclogues.

Bnother resscn lg that there i3 & nesd
to test such & position as am hypothesis. @&
nuesber of recent histarical anelyses have .
quite justifiaoly applied the concept of
articulation of modes of production in

that one

structure.

axamining earlier perlads af southarn African
history.

But precisely because thase analyses

have been so successful for thess earlier
periods they tend to cloud perceptions of the
present situation; they suggest & mode of
analysis which is not necessarily transport-

able to the contemporary period: whether
these concepts can be applied te this periocd

naada to be tested = end what better way 1=
thece of doing this than by hypothesizing that
they are inspplicable?

4« HAural
tools
OFf late there have been some attempts made
to account for the very apparent saterial
differences between rural households in
southern Africen black communitiss.

jifferentiation = Som nalyt

Following

research during 1974 Lesuwenberg (1974; 1977)
prasented a picture of sxtensive diffearences

in the materisl wealth of various categories
His materiael
has been subjected to further analysis by
Innes and O'Meara (1976) who attempt to
davelop a more rigorous categorisation of the

of rural Transkeian houssholds.

different rural household types described by
Lesuwenberg (19745 1977).
to discuss the problems of class determination

Thair concarn is

of these wvarlous housshold types im a popula=-
tion which exports wage labour to the indus=
The implicit
presumption underlying thelr enalysis i=

trial centres of South Africae.

that rural differsntiation represents a
perapeactive on the process of "regional claas
formation, Thelr use of phrases such as
"Pegssantry sub ject to proleterianisation”
"ibid) suggests an tiampt 0 reflect tH}
processual aspect and to infuse a diachronic
element, The analysis is nonetheless gulite
static and syochronic. Innes and O'"Meara's

categorisation iz based on the differing

pagp 23

relationships the various household types

hagve to both local land as & means of produck-

ion sand to industrial cepital from which they

are alieneted but through which wages are

drawn. 1In ntﬁlr words thay base their

categorisation on the differing eccess

hougeha )l == vk =0 % ~gena of local

production, ie land, and to wege lebour

llrﬁlnnlﬁ. Their analysis thus produces

@ aeries of categories, or apparent class

determinations, But it failes to move back

down ko the emplricel level ana to examine

the cleass pogltions households occupy. The

result is that it is cyclicelly static and

that the categories are mutually exclusive,
Thare are a numbar of othear problams which

Innes and O'Mears's (1976) paper suffers. 1

have discussed some of them in an earlier

paper (Spiegel, 1977).

the most significent of these problems 1ls that

For the present sssay

their analysis fails to recognize the
eyclical nature of differences between rural
households with regard to their access to
land and thelr dependence on wage earnings
{cf Murcey, 1978s; 1978b).
[1976) were Ehus unable to recognize any

Innes and O0'MHeara

correspondence between domastlec development
af the housahold and changlng patterns of
material wealth and dependence on & varlety of
This they might have done had
they introduced the idea of the domastic
developmental cyele into their analysis.

The concept of the developmental cycle

CE8OUTCES.

af demeatic groups giinrd arominence In social
anthropology with the work particularly of
Fortes and Jack Goody (esee Goody (ed), 1958).
But the relationship between material wealth
of & household and its phase in the domestic




developmentel cycle had already been suggested
by Chaysnov in his studies of the RAussian
peasantiy duziny the "irst third of the
twentieth century (Chayanov, 1986). He argued
that the output per worker Ln-thl Russian
peasant femily farm (and thus the family's
whole output ) was Jdirecil; related Lo frp
ratio of all the family's members to the
family's proguctive members, ie the ratio

of consumers to workers in the family., He
called this the c/w ratio (Libids77ff). This
in turny was a function of the point the

family had reached in its domestic development,
which was cyclical (ibid:53ff). Thus Chays-
nov treated rural differentistion in demo=
graphic cyclical terms (Thorner, 1966:xxl),
assogliating material differences with domestic
developmant,

This type of analysis cen quite valuably
bea applied to rural southen Africen differen=
tistionm, but anly after modification. IF
we were to spply it blindly we would open
purselves to the kinds of criticlsms which
wite levelled at Chayanow Tor sesing peasant
production and social organisstion in isola-
tion from its wider socclo-political environ-
nent, The result was his defence af tha
viability of the peasant Tamlly farm In the
face of larger scale caplitallst esgricultural
anterprise and communal industrisl agriculture:
If rural social differentistion is wholly
eyelieal, ha argued, than Lt can hacdly be
associated with class rurinhinn.ﬁ

It is assentlel, checrefare, %0 locate &
cevelopmental cycle snalysis of rural
differentiation within a macro analysis which
axafnines class formation ak that level. As

Murray (197a1133) nas pointed out, an analysis

of rural differentiation besed on the concépt
of the developmental cycle cen be pursusd only
within the limits set by &2n exemination of
the political sconomy. of migranmt labour in
southern Afrles (sss also Murrcay, 1977:84).
Thus, even if rural differentiatlion is eyelicel,
it is of little significance in attempting to
establish the class determinations cf the
rural population, At large, that population
stands in the particular relation to capital
= the primary factor of production - and its
class determination is in no way affected by
cyclical rural differentistion. Swuch rursl
differentiation may, however, have reper-
cussions in the class position/s adopted by
the rural population (or portions of it).
This is & point to which [ return later.

A high degres of rural differentistion
has been evident inm black rural southern
Africen communities aince at leasst the end of
This hae been establish=
ed by most field ressarch and rural surveys
conducted and published since that till.?
But none of the earlier sources attempts to
attribute such differentistion te any

the gecond world war.

particular sset of factora.
describe it.

My own fieldwork data bear out that in
rural Lesotha, thers are significent differ-
entials between households in lend= and
stockholding, in direct access to migratory

They serely

wage sarnings end in matarial wealth in
genaral. Thers are houssholds in direct
receipt of wege laboyr resit*sncra from one
or mors sbsent wage earners, and others which
have no direct source of wage income, A few
houssholds holo three (or more) arable fields

moskt hold

and tan or more livestock -|.|I'I1.’tl.'E

lesaser smounts end fewer livestock while &
nunbar of households have neither land nor
liveatock, There ls, however, no neceassarTy
correspondence batween land= and stockholdings
s third of the housasholds with three fislds
held five or fewar stock units.

Murray (1978a) has shown guite clearly
the fallacy in ing often cited idea that
housaholds without rursl rescurces, the
"poorer' households, have a higher incidence
of migrancy than do those which are relative=
ly richer = in sgriculturel terms, IF
anything, the convarse COrrEspondence OCCULS,
for much of a household's wealth derives from
its gcontinusd access to wege labour incoma.
Murray (1976:115=120) hes demonstrated a
significant correletion betweesn crop ylelds
and cash Llnputs into agricultural production.
} But a household's weslth must be measured
in terms of more than just its sgricultural
Its ability to provide
its own sustenance regularly (whether froms

rasoutces and ocutput.

domeatic crops or through the purchase of
fquu.tuffl}. the size and the style of £ha
houses comprising the hosestead; the clothing
its members wear and the housshold Ffurnitucs
and eguipment it owne = these are an index not
of tha housahold's agricultural output but of
its access to wage sarned incomae, for that is
the primary resource in the community. This
is not to say that all households are in
direct and reguler receipt of resittences from
wages labourers. There are many houssholds
who must gain access to thesa monisas through
indirect routes,; Agricultural activity ias
often the channel through which remittances
are fiffused, but thare are others such as

bridewesalth transfers (cf Murrcay, 19761215=47),




petty trading and prostitution; and & certain
amount of reciprocel and undirectional gift
excnangsé, scma of which has a further
transactional liqﬂffi:nncl. Tha point ia,
howsver, that the primary resource and source
of subsistence For the whole rural community
ls wge marnings: Thess are then diffused
through the cosmunity to the varlous house=
holds im it, although by no means equally.

But because wage labour is almost always
associated with migretion to and fFrom South
Africa, arable land and rural property retain
@ perceived significance in excess of their
actual synchronic potential, Arsble land
sspacially is seen as & rescurce of last
resort and ultimate security. This attitude
to the land has its foundation inm tha inse=
curity of the migratory wage labour system
which offers no social security benefits nor
even & guarantes of continued employment.
South African lebour policy requires that
forelgn black contract labourers be repatriat=
ad and; if required, re-sttested at lesaat
once every two years. Legleslation prevents
them from bringing their wives and femilies
with thea to thelr places of work and they may
maka no attempt to settle permanantly inm South
Africa, Most Lesotho nationals employed in
South Africa work on the gold mines where
they are housed in single sex miners'
hostels,

Fural differentlation cam be categorized
on the basis of the houssholds* dirsct receipt
0. wdge carnings e well mg sm thelr nmo-=-- to
arable land, [ thus distinguish both between
households with and those without direct
dccess to wage earnings and betwsen households
holding arable land and those without, But

both of these distinctions are relaced ta the
phese which respective households heva reached
in their domestic development. Chayanov
(1966156) aggregated the data with which he
was working to develop the cyclical idea of
"theoret:cally normal family developmant®,

If wa Follow a si-*" r "maraal’ cycle of
housahold development for rural Lesotho we

see that landlessnesa coupled with wage sarn—
ing is associated with the earller phases
while landholding increases over time. Wege
garning is characteristic of all phases until
what might be termed a zanith is reached.
Theresafter other sources of cash income must
be found.

Households comprising young newly married
couples are unlikely to hold arable land but
they almpat inverisbly receive a wage incoma
earned by the absent young housahold head. In
time; and through the exchanges of remittances
for local favours, these housaholds cen axpect
to be allocated fiélds,. But thew continue
atill to depend directly on wages while
directing some of their remittances into
hiring labour to work thoss Flelds. AL &
later phase wa find households which have
raached a developmental ilnithi They can
depend on wage income From adult sones while
working their flelds for themselves through
the lebour of the "retired' houashold head
himgelf. The next phasa sess the decline

. Ffrom this peak as the wage sacnlng sons

establish homesteads of thelr own and the
natal household loses thelr direct support.
By this phaee agriculture has taken on added
importance. The housahold's own Flelds may
provide a significant contribution to susten-
ance needa. And, more llpﬂltlﬂt. the hougse—

hold's labour, draught team and ilmplements may
opan an avenug through whieh to tap others®
remittances. The phase which follows is atill
leas secure for Lt is during that time Lhat
the household's® ability to drew off others’
earnings may be lioited by lack of labour,
grau ht prwer or ieplements, all of which

nave becomes depleted. It is tn;n that income
through petty trading, gespecially in the sale
of home brewed beer,; may provide a significant
share of the household"s income. By this
phasa the houssehold'"s fields will have to be
worked by an outslde contractor and this will
reduce the amount of yield reaching the
hé;.ltl!d itaaslf.

The above represents the 'normal' cycle
of household development, But there are house=
holds which fall by the wayslde or Jump
phases: An exssple is the type of household
headed by a young widow or deserted wifa.

Such a household is wnlikely to ever reach
the zenith. It may however have besn alloca=
ted fields and thus have the materiel -
characteristics of the next phase. Another

L]
example is the type of household comprising
a man and his feamily, all of whom have spent
many yearas away from the villege, =nd which

has never been allocated fields. In spite
of such & housahold's "advanced' phase of

. demographic development it still has the

material charscteristics of an earlier phese
housahold.

There is indeed & correspondence between
landholding and phose reached in domestic
davelopment, Hut allocatlons of land depend
also on the investment of wage earnings in
the local community, Before a Family 1s
eligible for a field it muat First be granted




s homestesd site end build a house, And
thersafter it will atill have te transfar
gifts ano britaes =nd plan strateglcally to ba
granted & Tield. Land, ss Hamost [(1973) and
others have pointed out, is in short supply -
and not all those who want Fields are
ellogated them immediately. Those households
which are able to muster the most influsntial
logal support for thelr claims ko arable land
ares the households most likely to be sllocatsd
fields at a relatively esarly stage. Freguant=
ly & young houswhold head's relative success
in wage earning thus improves his housshold's
chances of gaining sccess to srsble land
guite sarly on,

Other houssholds which are guite resdily
able to gealn access to rural resources,
including arsbles lsnd, are thoss with kin
linke with the more influential families in
the community = the kin of the chief and tha
principsl sdvisers. With the househoelds of

teachers and clerks these households represent
part of & nascent cless outside of tha

proletarist. Like most houssholds thair
prinary souree of incoms comes from wage
earnings but in Aon-productive labour. 1In
this regard they differ Ffrom the majocity of
households: Thelr relstionship to capital

is thus diffecent from that of the other
houssholds and thgy ace charactarized at this
level by festures of what Poulantzas (1973)
calls the naw petty bourgeclske.

Thara is one other category of households
wigh to a degrer stands =~art from tha
general pattern., This ls the "traditional
petty bourgeoisie', including petty traders
and cafes wners whose primary resource is
pot in wage labour. But this category too

congtitutes only & nascent class fractlion
for like wage labourers its members are
concerned with agricultural r snup==2 = "nr
security. Foreover these houssholds often
ingclude members who themsslves are wage
labourers and whoss remittances provide a
subalidy for continued tradinmn., Their tra.in
sctivities thus depend doubly on wage
sarnings: they sre subsldized by wage .
sarned inputs snd they rely for trade on
remittances resching homm.

Like that of Innes and 0'Meara (1976) my
categorization which follous i1s based Initiaslly
on relations to the two maans of productiong
capital an the ons hand and agriculture on the
othars I do not see these catsgories
naceassarily as lnciplient classes or class
fractions howaver., HRather, they are cyclical
categories through which most houssholds pass
a8 thay procesd through thelir domestic develop=
llnt-g The only exceptions are the two
categories of "new' and "traditional' petty
bourgeolsie. And even they cannot be wholly
igolated from the othar ceategories for their
membacs share an lnterest in the land and
agriculture, and petty trading is bscoming
SVET more popular as a maans of livellihood
after retirsment from wage lesbour.

LI | iffe ntiation -

Ha Makhsols snd Lithsbeng'®

This section is a bare outline of the
catagories into which I intend placing my
material for discussion. 3Sut first let me
~uiwp the argument bahind that structure,

We can distinguish, on & materialist )
basis; betwsen different categories of rupal
households, [nnes and O0"Meacs (1976) do Just
this on the basis of access to land; direct
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access to weges and relationship to the means
of cepitalist production. But thair categor-
isstion is left hanging in the air in static
Form,

[ retain thalir materislist basis of
categocisstion but associate it with the
developasntal cycle. This throws soma light
onto ths avenues through Hhiﬁh.:lﬁiu «hCES Brd
diffused. In the process of "bullding &
homsatesd' wage sarnings must be sxpended
locally = ficst on the bridewsalth, then on
bribes snd gifts, homestead site clearing,
house bulildimg, further bribes snd agriculture.
And when we loock to the othar side, at tha
housaholds In decline; we ses the avenuss
through which thay gailn indirect acceas to
wagesi balng hired to work the land,
participating in work partlies which are no
longer reciprocal, selling home=brewed beer,

(] 119
(a) n ant _h 1d
(L) Younger femilies starting to
build up their homestesds
[(i1) Absconders returning hﬂ: ta
creats & locus of soclal sescurity
(111) Houssholds of single mothers who
BETN B WAQS
iB) an andent houssh

(1) Younger Tamllies which have
already been allocated Fields
but nead still to build the
homastesd for segurity

(ii) middle sged houssholds dependent
on wages but well established
on the land; ie Nesr.i., «uw
zanith

(1i1) Older middle aged houssholds
_-1th both wage sacrning msembars "



i:}

(g)

(e)

(n)

and eactive agricultural

contractor/s = ie tppping both

rescurces) the zenlth

;g;t;u!t;gh hougeholds

Houssholds having passed the zenith and

which are now in decline, Thay must

depend on indirect sources of wage
incoma.

(i) . Thése of thess households which
have the resources to tap others’
remittances through becoming
agricultural contractors etc

(ii) Those of thess housaholds
which leck these resources and
struggle sven to have thalr own
fislde worked. Their membars
participate as workers in non=
raciprocal work partlies

a dant househ

what might alac be tarmed ths "new’

petty bourgeoisie. The primary differ=-

ance between these households and the
othars is that thelr wage incoms is
from "non-productive' labour. But
locally they do appear to have more
influsnce snd power over the allocation
of resources than do the other house-
holde. There is clear correspondence
between non-productive salary earning
and local iafluance.

s ent ne a a
Primarily women headed households
without lend or & direct source of
wene imgame. T, w=peno on thne sale
of hose brewed berr and prostitution,
Landho n ensurial tra
The few households running cafes

instead of depending on wage earnings

is the "traditional' petty bourgecisie.
But noting the points raised earlier
that (i) trading may be subsidized by
waga sarning members of the household;
(ii) cafes are becoming an increasing=
ly populsr retirement resource.

. Conclusion

An analysis of local peripharsl differen-
tistion must always ba encepsulated withinm a
political=sconomic analysis of the relatlons
betwesn centra and peripheary. It is = soot
point whether socleties ever did exiast 1In
complete isolation. Today, howsvar, there is
no doubt that they csnnot and that they thus
da not.

Both Kitchings {1977) and Rossbercy (1978)
have stressed the fact that there are ilnevi-
tably technicel imputs from 'outside' which
support apparsnt "pre=cepitalist' relations
in remnant 'tresditionsl' societies. Thus,
ftems like implements, seed etc are importad
to allow for cash crop production in many
pleces where so called "peassnt' producers
work the lsnd, The argumant iIs that one
cannot talk of a persistence of & pre= or
non=CAP (in articuletion with the dominesnt
cmp) if, at tha lavel of fectors of preduction,
inputs from the CHP are requlred for the
reproduction of the non=CMP sector. In the
case of Kenys end Venszuela (Kitehings (1977)
snd Rosebercy (1978) respectively) these
factors are obtained through the exchange of
produce through intermedizcies with uhnﬁ the
producers &re in & Non=..gotelist relecion
and who appropriste scee of the oroducers'
surplus product in the -:zh:ngn.“

The argument becomes that such more
Forceful if the mesns of ceproducing the

spparantly non=capiteslist sector derive from
the sale of wage labour to capitalisam. For
here the relation is one of exchange of lebour
and .not of productj and what is sppropriated
by cepital is not surplus product but surplus
This is the beslc relatlon which
deterudnis snb ankagindisT L iteddn crpital and
labour in the "pure' CHP: In the sthnographic
matarial which I have presented above [
(intend to) have shown that it is thes migrant
labour remittances which are diffused through
the community which provide the materisl mssans
of ceproduction of that community, Thess
remittences reach the cossunity only through

labour.

the sale of wage labour, docked of the surplus
labour appropriated by capital,
Because the rural differentistion which

.1 have discussed ls cyclical it is wrong to

associate it with class forsation. Indesd; Lt
may be argued that class formatlon is teking
place in the periphery if one examines tha
whole peripharal sector consisting of the
homslands/black states,* wWithin thess
pariphersl 'units' we can sse ths reproduction
of cepitalist relations at all levels - end
thus the formation of antagonistic classes,
Sut in the rursal cosmunities alone differen=
tiation is not an indicetion of class fTormation
becasuse of its cyclicel nature,.

synchronically we can ldentify a sscies
of apparent clasps determinations. But house=
holds and individuals will pass through thase
during their developsental and life cycles

(L
rant

chapectively:s Gomee T 28] Aesge.
class positiona at diffecent polnts in timwe.
This has important political implications.

If people expect and do go through & number of
clags positiens asrially the likelibood of



their allying themselves with those in the
same class determination at any one time is

Transkeis A study in economic Sheddick,; VG
1977 gegressiod The Africa Buresu, 1954

London.

Legassick M and H “Wolpe
Not onmly haas At 1976 "The Bantustans and Capital

raproduced the political relstions of Accumulation in South Africa® in

Raviae f African Political
domination in the periphery so as to rule by Economy T Thornar O

proxy {(Molteno; 1978). Lesotho, Kingdom of 19656 Econoay' 1= "% ‘nevanaw (1966)
] - BE= E =
to uwhdermine proletarian class consciousness 1272 *970 Zensus of fAoriculture “eport Turnar 50 @sotho Ferming: The condition

Mageru, ZJureau of Statistics 1978 and
prospects of agriculture in
h
through encouraging the persistence of spparent Moltsno F "The Historical Significance of . the lowlands and Toothills of
ﬂﬂl'l—l:lpillll.ll- relations. 1878

the Bantustan Strategy” in Social Lesotho. PhD Thesis, London
Andr Dynaaics u (S0A5)
Morris M 'Capitalism and Apartheid: A Van Binsbergen WM and HA Peilink (eds)
1977 critigue of aome current concept=- 1978 4] tion and the Transformatlion
'"The political economy of labour ions of cheap labour power' in

power: a critigue of the wolpe T Adler (ed) Perspectives on South

theals', MNiseso Afrle A5] Communication Mo 4,

Chayanow AV n th h of Pasasnt Eeconom Johannesburg. webater D

1966 Richard D Irwin for the American Murray CG Kesping House in Legotho: A study 1978
Economic Amsocliation. 1976 of tha Impact of Oscillating

Aigration. PhD Theslis Cambridge

Uniu.

"High Bridewsalth, Migrant Labour Williams M
and the Posltion of Women in 1975

Lesotho' in J of Africen Law 21(1)

and Tenure in Basuto
Calonial OFfice Research Studies
Na 13

"Higreant Laoour sacnings and
Aural Stratification' PMimso
Rhodea Univ.

*Chayanov's Concept of Peasant

ninimized. Thearein liss yet another "bensfir’

of the spartheld itr-tlny. Spisgel AD

It has also mrnaned

REFERENCES

Berger G
nd (19787) Africen Perspectives 1978/1

Afrikea=S5tudiecentrum, Leiden

"Migrant Labour; Soclal Forma—
tions snd the Proletarianiza-
tion of the Chopli of Southern
Fozambigue" in Van Binabecgen
snd Mellink (wds) (1978)

*An Analysis of South African
Capitalismi nec=Ricardianism

or Marxism' in Bulletin of the

Frausnatein K

1978 The Anelysis of thae South African
Working Class:; conceptual consi=
derationa. Mimeo, Rhodes Univ.

Goody J (ed)

1058 Ihs Developmental Cycle in
ns!l!lisTﬁinﬂﬁl' Cembridge Papers
in Social Anthropology 1. CUP.

Hamnatt I "Soma problems in the Asssssment

1973 of Land Shortage: a case study

in Lesotho', in African Affairs,
72 (286).

Haughton OFobart and EM Walton

1952 Th f
Eeiskammahoek Rural Survey Vol 11
Shuter and Shooter.

Innea O and 0 O'Meara
1976 "Class Formation and ldeology:
the Trenskeli reglon, In Rew

of African Political Economy V.

Kitchings G 'FModes of Production and Kenyan

1978 Dependency' in Review of AFfrican
Palitical Fernomy B.

Lesuwanberg J (unsigned)
1974 "Transkel Study Project® Anglo

Amarican Corporatlion of South
Africa Ltd, Unpublisheo mimeo.

1978k

Peskin M and
1976

Foulantzes W
1973

Quirion OM
1958

Rossberrcy W
19 ¢8

SAIRR
1977

'migration, Differentistion and
the Davelopmental Cycle in
Lesotha" Iln VWen Binsbercgen and
Melilink (eds) (1978)

"Tha Under=Valuation of Women im
the Rural Periphery of southern
Afcica® FMimeo

AD Splegel
"Urban Hostels in the Johannas=

burg Area = & preliminary study’
Mimseo, Hhodes Univ.

'0On Social Classea® in New Left
Review 78
nam af & culkturae in
Basutoland MA Thesis, U of London
ipgagnats as Proletaciana' in
Critigus of anthropolszgy L
A f R R tion n
1976 SAIRR Johannesburg

Engf!!!?gi of Socislist Econo=
miste &{1 :

Wolps H "Capitalism and Cheap Labour

1972 Powsr - from segregation to
apartheid' in Economy ang
Sociaty 1(4)

Morojele CMH 1960 Agricultural Censust

1962/3 and Eight Parts. Massrtu
Gow rinter

I FOOTNOTES

1+ 1 conducted fieldwork between Septeaber
1976 and April 1977 and returned to the
fisld briefly during December and January

1978/9. The first period of fleld work
was during my smploymsant ss ressarch

of ficer in the Institute of Social and
Economic. Ressarch, Rhodes University. 1
g= sriteful o the members of that Insti-
tute and especlally to Prof Philip Mayer
for thelr encouragement and support, The
return trip would met have Been possible
without a genesrous grant from the African
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Studies Institute, University of Cape Town.
I am particularly indebted to Colin Murray
from whose work and in discussion with

whom my ldeas have gained greater clarity.

Berger (nds 27-4) implicitly tekes the
argument one step further when he raises
the sssentially epistemclogical problem of
whather the rural reproducers of labour
power (women) are in & direct or indirect
relationship of exploitation with cepital,.

Fravenstein uses tha term 'fractions’
instead of strata., This seems to be an
incorrect usage at least if we are to
follow Poulantzas (1973). Foar hias
Fractiors of & class are distinguished by
differences at the economic level despite
canvergence at the political and ideolo-
gical levels (ibid: 37=9).

It seems that the growing Yconcern® of the
white establishment over the plight of the
urban blacks is playing on these
differences and antagonlsms. This is
exemplified by the activities of the Urban
Foundation. Most black nationalist

groups attempt to undarpley thase differ-
ences. Here we must include also Gatsha
Buthelezi'"s Inkatha sovement and the Black
Alliance.

Kitchings (1977) has suggested that in-
stoad of looking at relation to the means
of production we ahould rathar axamine
"the mode of esppropriatiom of surplus
product™ in trying to analyze material
differentiations in developing Africa.
Hia discussion of "Class Analysis" in
Kenya [(Kitchings, 1977:171=3) ls not
sufficlently detailed to be convincingg
but | believe his ideas may have import-
ant value for snalyses of rural and
"homeland" black ssuthern Afrlce. Rose=
barcy appears to be fFollowing & similar
ling of thought in his discussion
refarring to Vanezuelan Fleld data.
Aeither analyses can be trunsported to
the southern African context willy nmilly
howavar, for the southern African situation
is characterized by a very much higher
rate of (migratory) wage labour than
gither of Liieal o fcspliés, SOLA RLEERLACS
and Hosebercy are dealing with situations
where appropriation is indirect through
tha sale of produce like cash crops.
daerger (nd122-4) raises the type of
questions which might lead ws to an ana-
lysis sivilar to that of Kikchings and
Hoseberry.

B
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In Chayanov's defpnce 1t must be pointed
out that he did not associate all rural
differentiation with cemographic factors
although he gave these primary moment in
his analyses of social cifferentieation.
Thus the importance for him of the concept
of demographic differentiation (1966268 ).

The classic example is the Kelskamsmahogk
ARural Surveyj; see Houshtan an [sltan
{(1752). Also, for Lesotho speciflically,
s@e the decennial mgricultural surveys
especlially Morojele (1962); Lesothe (1972)
and Sheddick (1954); also unpublished

material like Murray (1976); Turner ,15768).

Hamnett [1973) has exsamlned the Llssue of
differantial lsndhalding in Lesatha.

1 livestock wnit = 1 beast = 1 horse =
1 donkey = 5 sheep/goats. Pigs and

poultry sre not accounted for (cf Quirien,
1958:71).

In another [(forthcoming) paper I try to
turn this over and to uae the phases of
the domestic eycle as the basic criteris
for categorizetion.

The names I have glven the twoe villages
in south seasternm Lesotho whare I conduct=
ad Fisld work. All personal names clted
in case studies are also pesudonyms.

The ilntermediaries lose a part of that
surplus product to capital in their
exchange relation with thalr suppliers
of sseds, implemants etec.

Berger (nd:22-4) is arguing that the
sppropriation of sur-lus labour may be
sean as the approprlatlion of the surplus
product of the reproducers of labour.
But this leads us into tha (feminist)
dabate ovar the concept of a domeatic
[housework ) mode of productiond
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LABOUR RESISTANGE

As with the Information and briefings that

WIP supplies on political trisls, this section
can only give an adequate, if still incomplete
picture, if troders participate and send
information to us. What would be especislly
ugsaful are brieflngs on specific atrikes,
dll;lng attention to the salient polnts and
analysing dynamics involved. We have attempt-
gd this with the briefings on tha Isithebe
{(wWiP, 5) and Eveready (WIP, E) strikes, and
will carry & briefing on the minewockers'

gtrike in the next Lssue.

Cigkel Transport Corporation: The confusion
relating to this strike that occurred in
January this year, involving some 65 (7)

bus drivers (sea WIP, 7) has incressed. A
report appeared last month (Post, 79.04,.26)

toe the effect that two men, Mr Joseph Kobe and
FMr Livingstona Malotana, had been banished
from the Clakel by Chief Zolile N jokwenl
(Ciskei *minister of justice') - this dbspite
the fect that both men were Ciskeisn "citi=
zena', and a Grahsmstown Supreme Court ruling
in the cese of Ms Beauty Lolwane that "tha
Ciskelan government could not baniash its
citizens (sic) from the homelend (sic) but
gould remove him [lin}rfrun one areas to
another® (Post). "ataunch
supportars of the ruling Ciskel Netional
Independence Party™; had been detalned for
N dayg "ghortly afher th:

Tha two men,

vsfua hy the bus
deivers in January."™
Natian Tents and Salls:
risl ares, BophuthaTswana) 138 workers at this
factory did not report to work at the

{Babelegi indust=



beginning of January beceuss of a pay dispute
= the workers were sarning a basiec wage of
R5;00 per week = this after years at the
factory. NH rllhlﬁﬂ- tha manager; sald,
"Yeay, 1 can tcy™, when asked whethar he could
live on this ssount. One of the workers who
stayed away sald: "I laft this Factcry
because it was hell trying to live on RS &
wiak, with cost of living ao high, I might
as wall stay home™ (Post, 79.01.11).

Bat 8 Ga naport: (Mabopana) 200 bus
drivers went on atrike for a numbar of hours
on 2 days in March (14th snd 15th). The strike
related to the firing of 10 driversj thas
attitude of 4 "membera of the management
committes” (3 white and 1 bleck)j wages
(R&2,00 a week)j poor working conditionsj
havkng to drive unrosdworthy buses.

Tha strike sndeéd after Mmutle Kgomongwe ,
BophuthaTewana "minlater of lnternal affalras
and lebour relations' intervened. Tha buas
company announced through their pro, FPW
Kotzenberg, that a two=parson committes
would be appolnted te investlgate the strike.
On I0th March 1t was announced that the report
had been handed over to Kgomongwe (ROM), and
slnce then we have not been able to find
any further reference to the strike and its
follow-up. (Post, 79.03.18; RODM, 79.03.19
and 79.03.30),

Hal® airy: (Victory Park, Johannesburg)
This strike involved 2004 workers, and lasted
part of the day (V9.03,27}: it DCcurlred dvei
dissatliafaction with working conditiona, and
the appointment of a Ffive-=member commlttesa
whan tha workera wanted to elect & worka

committea, Complalnts related to pensions,

leava and over=time pay, and sick leava.
More than 60 police were called in "to
disparse the woriera“,

It was reporcted (5tar; 79.03.27) that:
"In January two housewlves wha had bean
approached by workers from NMel's Daicy asked
the Dalry Trade Managament S-7z "= invechki=-
gete various aspecta of the dairy'as adsin-
istration and labour management™, The board
postponed such & discussion until a meeting
sat For the end of April, "as thay do not
havea sufficient informatian®.

Laughterin

Services Cooperative: Ehe 500
whites members and employess (slaughtaraers)

of this cooperstive stopped work at S abattolrs
on the Resf and in Pretoria on the 2nd April.
The complaints relsxted to the take-ower of
the cooperative's functions by ths semi-state
Abattolr Corporation and tha subsesguent
cancellation of contracts by the sbattoirs
with the Slsughtering Services Cooparative.
(The cooperstive also employed 300 white non=
membars and 200 blacks). Production was
maintalned at soma abattoirs by oringing in
putsiders, said Ben Kruger of the Abattoir
Corpocation; but meat prices te the consumer
rose.

The naxt day meat retailers used the
threat of higher prices and concern for the
consumer to appeal to the Minister of
Agriculture to intervens in the dispute.

The conclusion to tha dispute is not
clear, but it was reported on the 5th April
that the Abatcolr Corparation had gowerm—=r*
and 5A Agricultural Union support, and would
have nothing more to do with the Cooperative.
fgmbers of the cooperative had been invited
to bescome smployess of the Abattolr Corpor-
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ation, and this sesmed to offer a way out of
the dispute. (Star, 79,04.02, 03, 05
'lﬂﬂ. 7'9-‘.“-“2. m}lﬂ

Lenko Co=opt (fruit packers' and distribu-
tors' co-op near Joubertina in the Langkloof).

About SO of 180 Africen workers resigned and
retucneo o the Trams ei (it was not ceported
exactly when this occurred). Thia move
followad the death of a fellow worker,

Mr Pono Siselle, allegedly after he had been
kicksd and beaten by a white manager for
wrongly switching on a machine and allegedly
putting another man's life in denger. JP
Tarblanche, manager of Lanko Co=0p, was
reported to have sald that workers wers not
dissatisfisd and that "it was & "normal
thing' that blacks came and left the company™
(Star, 79.05.023 5Trib, 79.05.06).

neolid nd Mines: (Oranjemund)

§ 200 workers brought the world's lacgest
dlamond mine to & standstill for I days from
17=19 April when they refused to work after

an "smpty container used for packing Drﬂlphlﬁl
= @ harmlesa grain disinfestation agent - was
found in @ bag of mealie-meal™ (RDM, 79.04.20)
wWorkars had falt that "an attempt had been
meade to poison them". Thay had besn in touch
with the SWAPD office in Winoghosk in connectlon
with this and other grievancesa.

Fat and Moniss (Bellville, Cape Town)
Because of inadequate information this strike
can ba no mors than mentionad. It appears
that 78 Africen workers supported "Coloured’
strikers late in April. Five had been
dismissed , 5 'retrenched' (7), and &3 were
being sent out of the western Cape for having
broken their contracts (as migrants to a



"Coloured' preference area) with the Dept
of Labour, Support for a union was also at
lssue (.etel "ercury, 79.04,.27). MORE
INFORMATION MEEDED.

Poat Office: (engineering diuision) About

300 workers stopped work at Mobeni [Durban)

on 27th April until confusion about & wage
incresase had been resolved, The workers had
heard of a 15% incresse,; but received only
10 A "spokesman' for the Post Office seid:
"hpparently information regarding thelir salary
increases had been given to the workers =
perhaps by peoples who went to cause trouble
sas Although 1t was implied that there could
be & 15 per cent increase for black workers,
this was never stated in writing™ (Daily HNews,
79.04,273 RDM, 79.04,28),

Naude's Hogk: (a farm near Alice) A very

rare (or rarely reported) eccurrence took
place during March, 1978, and again in April,

1979, when labourers on the farm Naude's

Hoek want on strike For higher wages. A two=
parson Clskel cdomaission of inguiry reperted
that the labourers had been earning R1,00 end
R2,00 per month untlil & strike in 1978; Thelir
pay was then raised teo R2Z0,00 par month, The
workers went on strike agaln inm April this
yaar over a promised R10;00 increase, and
ware then fired and ordered to leave the Ffarm
= which they refused to do, (The commission
mambers were RAev JT Hermanus and Mr A Tepa)
(RDM, 79.04.24), MORE INFORMATION MEEDED.

gadabt sfrfican rnailways jcontainer truck crive

drivers): (City Deep container depot) About
130 African truck drivers stopped work after
& driver had beesn assaulted by a white

inspector. uworkers returned after a few hours

when they had been promised an investigation.
The results of the investigation were to be
made known an 10th April, but no further
reports have sppearead. MORE INFORMATION
NEEDED .

Elendsrand Gold Fine: (near Carletonville)

Extra security staff, 20 police from Carleton=
wille and a circling helicopter wers on hand
when workers at this mine refused to go to
work, Potchefstroom police had Been placed
an slandby.

On the S9th April only 400 of the comple=
ment of 4 500 men at the 'llnilt man's
village' went to work, while 800 of the
strikers demonstrated. The workers' sction
had started the night befare when "mine
security men and police, assisted by the mine
helicopter, battled for two hours or more ...
to end the rioting, vendaliesm and srson at
the sxemplary village for single men working
at the Anglo Americen Corporation's newest
gold mine™ (There are no prizes to readers
who attribute thil pisce of ideologically
loaded writing to the Star, 79.04.09.)

The report continues with the heartbresking
newa that the mine was to have been cpened
by the honorary president of the Deutsche
Bank, "who has coma to South Africa
specimlly for the occasiaon®,

Post and ROM reported the next morning
that only 100 workers had gone to work the
previous day. Employees sald that the
grievances were about pay and too little ,
mgat at meals.

"The model hostel village was to have
baen visited by VIPs during today's (10th
April) formal opening of the showcase mine.
The opening will go shead but the hostel will

be cut out of the itinerary™ (RDM, 79.04.10).
Police stood by during the opening. ~ Some

1 000 workers ware signed off at the mine.
Harry Oppenhaimer,; chalrman of Anglo American,
gald that he had been diseappointed by the lack
of commsunication betwesn management and )
workers, fAnglo Americen seld that they were
still unaware of reasons for the worker
action.

Saven workers "believed to have bean tha
alleged ringlesders behind the riots™ were
arreated by Potchefestroom police.

Ne further information is aveilable to
us at this astage.

Everesdy: (Port Elizabeth) This strike was
discussed in WIP 7. Post (79.04.19 and
79.05.01) reported that the 198 womsn were
still on atrike, while management considered
them to have been dismissed within 24 hours
of the strike starting., The women are

given R10,00 per week sach from a strike
fund. The boycott of Eveready products

is said to be continuing In Port Elizabath,
but with little aupport from elsewhere. »
The National Union of Moter Assembly and
Rubbar Workers was sald to have shown an
irresponealble attitude by menagement at tha
firm. The company was still saying that they
ware wailting for the Wishahn and Riekert
Commission reports before deciding on union
racognitlon, Undoubtedly they will find a
tama union to recognised
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Ask for R6.90 petrol from your
garage these days and they'll
probably laugh you away [rom their
Sasol pumps.

But R690 is no joke to some
workers in Babelegi, a new industrial
boom area in BophutaTswana with

starvation bevel wages wene rife in thearea. 1
is near impossible for workers to suppor
themselves and their families on that kind of
ineoeme.
Although the BophuiaTiwana
mmnmlu

BR300 a week, an cmiployes of the burcan
was ordered pot to discloss ary informithon
on WAL

The chiel magisinte of the arca sdmitied
that be had instrected the buress not Lo
release any  imformation to the press,
concerning wages. He warned Mkhwanazi
and two of his Powr colleagues that thers
*would be trouble’ il they atttempied 1o gain
information from civil servants,

And trouble did -not @ke oo long in
coming. When the Pusi team pérsisted in
their imvestigation, they were detained for
three days by the BophulaTewana police.

intimidated and harassed. Eventaslly
charges against the three men. Thami
MEbwanari, Thomas Khos and Walter
Mkesi, were fimally dropped.

H‘-Jiiﬂlﬂhhlx:hthllilﬂlHtit
workers were placed s Bn whis-cxploitative
#ibunkion?

Babelepi has a vast pood of people who caano
find work. These people have virtuslly mo ties b6

e land and the workers are not able 1o produce
Tor their orwn subsistenos, but have i prodisse for

“thedr empboyeri., Hars, in the homeland sres. of

BopheiaTiwans, poophe Nind ihemsehes mewly
domiciled with foreed cliizendhlp and poor
candilions of employmes.

E facing faciory workers is thus

o the living conditions of the peophe aad

H“h-*.mnlhhht.pﬂ!!u:u:::
adeyuabt PEprCIEAREITW GFganisaCions
wadkens, Thu, 1he worken cannod combing and
e bt poveer b0 megoaiabe fof BEET fagi and
working condiiioni, it [of ewery worken
irying to win betier conditioss there wre five
others walting to take his job.

did niod know ol vhem, of slse condemned them s
being useless. The vast majority of workery were
wnyware of their rights to compensation afvey

Commisson of SRC. Alibough this vindy
wid carried out fve yesrs ago, thal sudy with the
recenl disclosures & thal cosditions in

have remnained i ibiolu e defde, virtually
s Thet Averge baaic wage for the ares ol the
virme wus BT A8 and Mg of the warkern in the
ares earned bess than this. This. sogether wish ube

informution that was gaibered wboul working

The article abolde by
wagloa Hallbuh, ia pe=
printed with permisaion
from WITS STUDENT, 20th
March; 1979,




POLITIGAL ECONOMY
OF HEALTH

I have no formal medical trainming, let alone
any apecialist knowledge in the tresatment of
children's illness (paedistric knowledge).

1 am not a soclal worker, nor have I, despites
the subject matter of this talk, any
Qualifications as eithar an sconomist or a
sociologiat. in facty, I canm only Justly
describe myself as a dilettante, a dabbler in
bits and pleces of human knowledge.

Somgtimes, howsver, ths parspective of the
non=specislist; the view From the outside,
a8 It werw, cen be & useful one,. I hope tao

use this position to place the much=publicised
"Year of the Child" in an overall context, to
give some words of warming about the way such
a focus could be mis-used, or misundecrstood,

and to try to see what It could, and should,
mMEan,

The first question then Lsi why an inter=
natlonal year of the child? Even a superficial
glance at the statistics, (eand statistics
selsom desecve anything bektter), will reveal
the importance of exasining the position of
children on this sarth,

There are wall over one and a half thousand
million children under the age of Fifteen In
the world. This age group constltutess sbout
405 of the populatien in the so=called "Third
surla', Guer 40 of deaths in thess under=
developed countries coccur amongst children
under thge age of 5 from a cosbination of
aslnutrition, parasitie iofections, diarrhosal
“isesses and other complicating infectlions.

The United Nations Child:zen's Fund (UAIZEF)

claims that in some arsas this figure is as
high as 80%.

It is children who suffer worst during tha

::uclll upheavals of a world in transition.

Africa and Latin America have spawngd mi11fang
of refugess >f one s:ri or anotner,; anu theg
children smongst them have little opportunity
of leading & normal life,

There are children growing up in Vietnam
today; whose growth has been macred by
rlckats: the cause of this was that thay had
to spend years of their 1ife literally living
underground during the war, with thas result
that they nevar got any sunlight at all,

The slienation, desperation and frustration
bred by the injustice of the moderm world
have lwd to & plague of unwanted; abandoned
or battered children,

Meanwhlle; intsrnational babyfood companies,
using modern marketing technigues in which
(to say the least) truth is not the major
motive, try te cofvince mothscs sround tha
world that their produce is better than
bresst milk. The conasguences In terms of
increased susceptibllity to disease and
malnutrition are incalculable....and the baby
is the victim,

50 thare is ocbviously no harm done by calling
1973 'International Year of the Childj® there
are lots of them; and the majority do not
have an sasy life, !

That, then; is our task this yesr: to spell
out clearly the plight of the children, to
analyse the reasons for their plight, and to
start doing something about it,
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It is & trulsm ihat one deals with illness by
looking at tha symptoms, diaghoalng tha
dissase that is causing it, and then treating
that disease. In & case of individual
sickness, this is a relatively straight=-
forward,; if often difficult affair. In a
wasdsion where the encvire =crlal gooet..TE
itself breeds disease, it becomas & complax
and -controversial matter. But, if we do not

deal with the complexity, if we do not plunge
into the controversy, than we are evading our
responsibility to face up ko thes most
important social issues of our time.

It is common ElUli that thes disssses which
afflict the majority of the world's children
ate directly rll;tld to the soclal, economle
and physical snvironment in whieh thay ars
born. Malnutrition, diarcthoeal diseasas and

, tha devastating affects of illnesses such as

meanles,; are found whare the web of poverty
is moat widely lpunl Poor people cannot buy
food For their childrenj landless peopls
cannot grow food for their children, Whare
there is no senitation, no clean watsrc,
whare paople live in overcrowdsd or
inadequate housing = there you will find ths
dissssss of poverty, the health problems
which afflict the majority of childran of
this world.

It is alsoc common cause that thess condlitions
of sxistence domlnate tha lives of thea

ma jority of people in what Ls often tecrmed
thg Third "t2e1d, (This being rouaklw =3 i-p
parts of Africa, Asia and Latin America).

It is also true that during the esarly stages

of the development of what is now called the
developed world {Engl!nd. Eurcpe and North



Amarica) very similar patterns of 111 health
axisted, Malnutritien and infectlous dissases
Were very wmuc: a part of the livas an. deaths
of the working classes in those parts of the
world. This only ceased to be the case during
the massive spurt of economic growth that
~hese areas experienced during the second
half of the nineteenth and early parts of ths
twentisth centuries. Even this growth was not
in iteelf enough, It took extensive, and
often vary bltter political and economic
struggle on the part of the working pescple to
1ift theameaelvea owt of the morass of poverty
which enmeshed them after the industrial

ravalution.

A rather interesting fact emerges at this
point. The period of Incressing living
standards, and therefore health in the
industrialised, "developed' world co-incides
with the pericd in which the "Third World"
was being colonlsed: Africa was baing
partikioned out as bits of European private
proparty. It fueled the economic growth of
Europe with raw materials and markets. Slaves
from the Weat Cosst provided the fres labour
- on which the plentation sconomy of tha
Southern United States dependedj kthe
industries of the far sastern countries were
destroyed in order to allow the European
industries to collar the market, and England
Fought a war against the rulers of China in
agrder to force them to allow the Chiness to
amoka oplum, which they could only buy from
chea oplum trawe conciolled by England,

The wealth, the hgalth of the developed world
was built on the pillage of kne "third world'.

At this stage I intend to discard tha uvsa of

that phresse "Thicd World! as ineaccurate and

indicative of a colonial and Eurocentric
mentality, Africa ie the birthplace of the
human raca. It is the real first world. Aala
and Latin America had great civilisations
with technical and organisational expertise
whaen tha ancestors af the current Luropeans
ware still painting themselves with mud,.

Nat only tha hesalth of tha colanising pnuntl;
but many of the roots of the current pattern
of ill=health inm the colonised world are to .
be found in this process of territorisl

gub jugation,

The local socilal structures were shattered.
The local sconcmlies ware re=directed to maat
thl‘nllﬂl of the solonial masters., Cash crops
such as cotton took the place of Food Erﬁpl
which had previocusly fed the populations Raw
materiale were taken to the Western countries,
than sold back to the colonles as manufactured
items,; thus ensuring dependence on the
industrialised world and inhibiting the

growth of local industries.

Traditional systems of communal land ownership
weres destroyed, People were forced off the
land and Lnto the cities in order to survive.
0ld farming techniguea were not competant

to deal with the new realities, which included
land ahortage resulting from the bast land
being taken by colonial Farmera., Overstocking
and ather fotms of ovef-use resulted, leading
to the destruction of the agricultural

anv. .

1
m=nnt,

The result of all thiss sconomic exploltation,
poar pay and masaive ocvercrowdinmg and
ungmployment In Ethe citiesj soll erosisn and
falling levals of productisn in the rural
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areas. The organic and caring social fabric
was destroyeds Insanitacy living conditions
1h2 zal.utrition becams a way of 1life.

Thase conditions, as we all know,; are the
causes of 111 health, These are the factors
that have bred generatlons of atarving, and
often ungcared-for ~hild-L~.

Tha formal decolonisatlon of the past thigty -
yu;rl has made little difference. In many
cases local elites; thoroughly westernised,
have taken over the politlical role of their
formal colonial masters. Tha sconomic
structures of these countries remsin much

the sama. They ate atlll totelly depsndant
on the international econamic order. Thay are
dictated to by the nesds of the most powerful
elemants Ln thls internatlonal ocrder, the
advanced western countries and the multi=
national corporationa, This leads to
instebility; weaknesa and the inability to
H;lt local needs from local resources. In
most respects, the structure of the colonial

world remalns winchangeds.

This is the political economy of health and
ill-health, The health of the developed world
does not merely exist side by side with tha
ill=health of the underdeveloped world, It is
built on it.

It is of course mlse true that the lives and
health of the chlldren of the developed world
give somes cauas Tor concern. Thare is the

inhuman face of the blg cities, typified by

-w r -

e 2T ie® HUEEm 90
bad that childrem are not allowed outside to

ed8 BlgElLy = . esw .’..r._ X

play. That of course is sssuming that there
is anywhere left to play once the construction
man have finlshed bullding all the highuays



to carry the cars that produce the pollution,
There is the wvholes sick nature of the
consusar soclety whers children are brought
up with -np.tutiuﬁ.l of accumulating vaat
wealth and marrying a film-starj whare they
are Ted on refined polson and junk food, From
the age of twe the children of the :zich starl
start to dig thelr own graves with thelr
testh, All this they inherit before thay Ean
begin to think for themselvesj and they
inherit it from a soclety whare profit is
god and the drive for growth at any cost
(be it human or snvironmental) is poisoning

" not only tha land, the sir and the sea, but
also tha valuss which the young receive, It
can hardly bs sald that the average American
child, addicted to trash food and tslevision,
comic books and coke, is & healthy and wall=-

] rounded human balng.

This then is the tewo-sided problss which Taces
the Ysar of thes Child: gross consumeriss and
dire poverty. It is not simply s problem of
charity, a problea of *helping ths poor'. It

ie not really even a "child problem', It is
Bimply that uﬂIIE;in are the most h-lpliil and
important victims of national snd internaticnal
pelitical and sconomic systems which need to be
changad ,
I have dwelt at some langth on the inter=
national scene for two ressons: The Tirst
is obvlious, Year of the Child is an
international venture and needs to be sesen
in that context. The second reason is
squally important: gouth Africa tends to
be seen as a speclal case with specilal

problems, This ii, to some extent, true,
but I trink that it is slso important to
highlizht the similarities between heal'th

proablems in South Africa and those else-

where.

Tha sams gap exists hare betwsen rich and
poor. It im true that in South Africa
this gap largely colncloes with racisl
<i1ffarsrzgs,; but 1 woul! ~T-ums thobk it is
not enough to ses tha problem in purely
raclial terma. [f svery law which separates
black From white, if svery social practice
which ssgregates us into our differant
:nipnlt-lnt-.'u-r- dona away with tomorrow,
it would make little immediate difference
te the sconomic snd snvironmental Factora
which detecmins the health of ocur pecple.
This too is similar to many othsr parts

of the underdeveloped world, whars tha
aimple fact of political decolonisstion

, haa not made & slgnificant Lmpact on the

levels of poverty and discass.

Of course, for South Africa to become in
any sense a healthy country, caclsm and
its institutions must be done awsy with.
But in a senas tha damage has alresdy been
dena, and & lengthy pariod af soclal and

sconomic reconstruction will alsoc be
NBCESSACY .

With this in aind, let us look briefly

at the health conditions of children in
South Africe. Oespits the llllt-ﬂ
usafulness of health statistics, infant
mortality rates do provide ona of tha
most readily avallable yardsticks by which
wa can ssasurs child health., The pleture
in South Africa is more than somewhat grim,

In the Transkel, Westcott ano Stott

haues reported that in a typical area,

30 of children born alive die before

the age of 2. There are studies
indicating that in so%e rural areas up to
S50% of children die before reaching the
age of 5. In 1970, the Infant mortality
rate of that section of tha population
classified as coloured was 133 per 1000.
This can be startlingly compared with &
white rate of 21 ser 1000.

These sta tistics, of courss, do not tell
what proportion of the sutvivors arce
condamnad to a life of hunger, stunted

-physical growth and possibly stuntad

mental growth. They oo not tell the tals
of children living as child labourscs,

or as wictims of homeas broken aparct by
migrant labour, or as victims of cesstile=
mant camps and squatter lui:tinng; To
understand the gquality of 1life of children
in South Africae, it is not encugh to look
only at ths statistics of thoss who die.
Wwa must also look at the conditiona of

» thoss who don"t.

The conditions of life cnd desth af childraen
in South Africa do not differ markedly

from those of children In many othar parte
of the world, and the root causes are
similar. They are to be found in the
soclal, esconomic and political snvironmant

into which the children have the sisfortuna
tz be dallvepsa,

It is true that white children are lacgaly
healthy,; the sick and dying largely black.
But this racial  distinmnction cam be blurred.



Thoss black people who, despite the barriers
in their way, have achisved a position

of sconomic power, shoaw a similar healkn
pattarn to tha white group. When a large
number of whites liveo in povarty during
the depression of the 20's and 30's, their
health status was sore like that of blacks
today than of whites today.

The resl reasons for the sxisting picturs
of child ill=health and misery in South

Africe msust be sought in the political
and sconomic history of our country.

The first Curopesn settlers in this country
did not find a local black population that
was unable to feed their childrem. Thay did
not find that they were agriculturally
incompatent, nor that they suffered from
;II‘FIHE malnutrition,

This being the casse, the poverty, and in soms"

cases, the extremely severe malnutrition
found in parts of the country ecannot be
sxplained by an original state of backward=
ness. Rather is must be sought in an
historical process of underduvelopsment.
This process was brought about by the
canflict betwsen an indigenous sconomy

in which the surplus produced was
redistributed to the community, and the .
intruding colonial cash sconomy, backed,
in the final instance, by the guns of ths

settlers, The reasans for the poverty can be
sought in the driving of pesople from thair
land by a combination of guns, taxes and
treatiss, thus compelling them to sesk work
in the mines and factories of the city. It ia

this which has led to the degenaration of the
so=called "homeland' aress and to the break-
down 2Ff their sconomies which wers unable te
cope with the strains that wers put upon tham,
Too littls land leads to overgrazing, soil
srosion, reduced productivity and hunger.

The roots of poverty and disease can be sesn
in the destruction of life by tha algrant
labour system, and ths removal from the tiun-
of what are called "unwanted econcmie units'
(this phrase mpans psople) who are dumped

in desolate and remote places,

An sxample ~T what this process of destruction
has mesant can bs Tound by looking at tha
Ngutu are in Iululand = tha ares around the
Charles Johnson memorial hospital. A travellasr
in this ares many ysars ago described the dist
ef tha local pesopls as follows: it consisted
of "msat from perlodic feasts, gquantities of
amasl; vegetables including sorghum, millet,
puspkine, melons; ysms, various tubesrs similar
tg tha potato; and many gresn harbs snd
plants.® One does not need to be a

nutritionlst to know that this was & healthy
diet,

The situation is rather differsnt boday, with
variocus Torms of porridge making up almost
the total dist of many of tha inhabitantas.
This is not because the pesopls have becosms
too stupld to know what to sat, but because
thay have no optlon,.

In 1956 the Tomlinson Commission sstimated
ithat tne region couio support 13,000 psople.
Today thas population is 100,000 snd more
people are astill being ressttled there. In

ons survey, 30% of thl householders had no
land at all. 70K of the Familiss earned lass
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than forty Rand s month, although it vas
calculated that they needed R120 per msonth iIn
order to survive, With no land and littls
monay, it is not reslly surprising that

pecple are starwing. It Is also not surprising
that 62% of mothers with childrasn suffering
from salnutrition knew what would be an
adequate diet For thelr children: Thay

slmply wete unable to prowlde ik,

Thara is no point In repesting other sxamples.
Thay can ba cead, and at any tate the svidencs
is avallable for all to ses who have not shut
"thelr syes.

‘This brings ma to the most important quastion,
iWhat do we do? How can we help to make.
children's lives sasler, thelr futurs more
hopaful?

Feople give many answers to this questlion. I
want to look at soma of these answets and
show why they ars wrong, or at lesast
inadequates.

Thare are many pesople who says IT the masses
are hungey 1t 1s becauss there are too many
of them, 5o, thay say; population control and
family planning are the answer. This is rathar
like saylng that if there are too many peopls
then we should do away with psople rathsr than
do sway wilith povartys

Dther people will say: The people do not know
how ta Fead thalr children, Let us teach thaa
. about nutrition, But those people in Zululand,

with tha varied diet that I apoke about
sarlisr, did not need to ba taught about
nutrition, Very few rich pedple ace taught
about nutrition. If you can get enough food,
you aat it. It is as simple as that,; People
starve when they don't.have enough to sat,



not because thay do not know about protein,
vitamine ano tlrhghrdliEFl'

A third argument goes that people do not have
anough to sat becauses 'thay don't know how to
grow food properly. So, let us teach tham

julrulturcs Alesoy; we must discover
new types of fartiliser, new typ«s of grain
‘s0 that thay can giow more food on limited
ampunts af land, Thie is what I have called
the 'Green Revolution Solution'., But the
proolem with it is that many peoples don't
have any land, so they cannot grow anything .
at all, In India, the 'Green Revolution® anly
helped the rich Ffarmars. The poor could not
afford all the tools snd seeds and fertiliser
that ware neceasary, and they actually anded
up woras off than before.

Thare Ls plenty of food In South Africas It
is Just that people cannat afferd te buy 1k,
Further, peopla will only bs able to grow
food iFf they are given back the land that has
been taken From them,

The last solutlon that people often put
Forward can ba desccibed as the "salf-

help solution'. This solution argues: the
people are poor, apathetic and unaducated,
Through & process of community development
local organisations can be created, and the
people cen be motiveted to halp themselves.
Thon they can be taught aboui nutritlion

and ayriculturs, about sanitation and the
fnced For clean water and 83 on.

There is a lot to this argument and 1t cannok
be lightly dismissed. If people acs down and
wuky, L7 people are wiiloul dece bt aducl g

and sanitation, if their childcen are dying

| out like flies, how can one say that such

peaplea cannot ba helped to halp thamaslvaes.

But one muat ask the guostiont whate pennle
have besan doiven off the llﬂd,_tlnudld inta
urban ghettos. and rural slums, depsrived of

thelr sconomic and political rcighta, in this

:I......u.._.'. " W . .__..l.-'rl_:'. .Y

It can ao saally meaan teaching people to

live off crumba inatead of hawving a fair
slice of the cake, It can so saslly mean that
what you are ;lring to people is: "Look, we
know tEhat you are exploited, oppresssd and
poots Thare ia nothing we or you cen do about
thats But we can teach you to surviva the
exploltations We can teach you to Feed your

"ehildran deaplte your poverby."

I am not, of course; opposed to salf=halp
programmes. I am not opposed to teaching
paople how to grow vegeatables, or to boil
water before drinking it. I am not opposed
to nutrition education. In thi preasnt
gircusatances In South Africa thay may well
be very necessary.

If somsons has toothache you glvae them an
asprings IL kills the paln, but it does not
take away the cause of the trouble. Similarly,
it 1s right in the short term to help people
survive. Sut in the long run it LIs more
important to remove all those economic and
soclal injustices waich make it difficulk

Tis pacsla to sucvives .

e & s s@jeiy Le <habt bne piiy.. of
children ohroughaut the wrrld and In South
Afpica Le only & symptom of o deeser disesses,
the discase of goverty. Anu I have frfazo te
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laziness of atupldity. People are noot

wecadsa of Gscono=lc and pelitical Injusticas

What then "z =g ftealk Facing us during Lt=fg
Yaar of the Child? It is to focus on tha
utlp-iiti situvation of children. It is to
wee=mgbratg * o Lnfs Is rooted In the
coimina! fieyen'soius Juich allow the .ow to
gat cich at the expense of the many. It is ko
charfinal our outrage into determined efforts
to ehanges this.

Gnly when people are Freej only when they
participate as equals In the political and
gconomie processes which govern their livesj

only then will peopls truly be able to help
themaselves.

And only then will we bes able to bulld &
batter world for our children: & world
without hunger, a world without pouerty

and missry, & world in which 1t will ba

a joy for all, both young and old, to live®

show that poverty ls mot & result of ignorsnce;

’ =Cadric dea Beer.

This articles was the basls of & paper
presentad by the author to a symposlum

an the "International Year of the Child',
held in Ducban and organised by the dedical
Students" Aepressntative Courncil of the
University of Satal Redical School.
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JIMBABWE AND THE PRESS

THE wWAR in Z2imbabwe is entering its Tth year.
The military struggle going on barely 300
miles from Johannesburg is not the only Form
which the conflict over Iimbabwe has zaken,
Infeed; tied up with the military strurgle
and proceeding hand in hand with Lft, w8 have
witnessed an ideoclogical struggle im which the
main-parties to the conflict have accused sech
other of committing various atrocities and
crimes aqnin;t gach othar and against unarsed
civilians, ldeologically,; this takes the form
of portraying oneself on the one hand as the
"liberator" or "defendar of civilisation'®,
and the enamy on the other hand as the
"sadistic oppressor' or 'barbacian®,

The Smith regime,; and now the so=called
transitional govermmant too, has conducted a
campaign of allegedly showing the forces of
the Patriotic Front (PF) as forces of barbar-
ism: as men who commit the worst of atroci=’
tiss not only agaimet whikes but also against
blacks (ims,'againat their own people' = the
neo-colonialist syndromel).

To a large extent the liberal press in
South Africa has aided and sbetted Smith and
the transitional government in portraying the
PF and their leaders in this light., However,
dues to thea fact that most of the coyntry ls at
wat, certain conditions prevall which make
difficult an objective zssessment of the
truth valus of these reports in the l-d{nt

ssw 25 DBEM extenoed Lo aver HO0n af
the country with court sesslions being hald
in secret (Cape Times, 26/9/78); the censor=
ship of local <hooesian press reportcin, of
the PF and its activitiesz [Cape Times,

F El L

28479 )3 and the monopoly wielded by

Combined Operationa Headquerters over
disgemination of news of the war.

In any situation approximating this one
it is wndoubtedly very difficult to assess
what is going oni who has Sea®n committing
what pnainst whom, and for what ressons,
Cleacly we can accept that many unarmed civi=
lisns are being maimed, tortured and killed
evary day in fimbobwe. The gueation therefore
arises: by whom and for what reeson? For
the accusations currently belng thrown to and
fro could be smmar cempaigns as part of an
ideological struggle between two hostile
CARDE»

It ia the limited aim of this paper to
show that the siltuation in this respect is
Claarly it is
not merely a cese of barbarism (&s represented
by the forces of the PF, eccording to the
liberal madia) versus Civilisation, Im an

attempt tp achieve this limited aim I have

confusing to say the least.

drawn on all thoses reports on the Iimbabwean
gar which are given little ar no prominence
at all in the liberal media.

It is interesting to note that the
liperal press gradually started portraying tha
guarrilles of the PF as guerrillas and no
longer as Jjust s group of blosdthircsty
tarrorists, vhen such & change of attitude
was conduclwve to the success of the nagotliated
gsattlemant which the imperial powers have
attempted to bring about, The role of the
iiperai press can therefore be seean as linked
with the interests of ilmperiallism, To attempt
to esteblish thn concrete nature of this
relationship betwesen the liberal medis and

imperialism is beyond the scope of this paper.



Howevar, it is mentioned here as an important
issue.

Another interesting phenomenon is the
role af tha ln-:lli-d "8lack' press in South
Africa: clearly, the reporting of tha
Iimpabwean War in "The Volce' (sponsored by
overs@as; ma'~ly Nerman, ald, and tha mouth=
plece of the SACC) and '"Post' (owned by the
Argus Group) hes been far more sympathetic to
the guerrilla forces then their white counter=
parta. This 1ls in part due to the interests
of imparislism, which are tied up with the
future of a libersted Azenia and the mass
" conaciousness of the 'black' people. By
adopting a *pro-Black' stance,

Imperislism attempts to myatify a
deeper conflict which can threaten tha very
foundations of exploitation in the regional
aconomic system,

An enalysis of the complexities of the
role being played by the liberal media is
beyond the scope of this essay and will not
be attempted. If the immediate conssguence
of thi= peper is to induce confusion than
hopefully in the long term it will play soma
part (albeit small) in the lifting of this
confusion; and the "correcting' of the
official history of this period we now Find
oursslves in. r

. As the war has progressed the credibil-

ity of the Combined Forces Headguarters view
AP bhines = 2 cpplliasd. Oy the =siddle of

July 1978 there seems already to have

occurred & definite doubt by the Weastesen medis
a3 L: the reliapility of COH s & source of
information. 'The Argus' {19;?f?a}, for

example, reports that: ‘'French opinion about

who is regponsible for massmcres af Lnth
whites and blacks is Ahodesis hes hardened
against the intarnal government ... L"Aurore,
for sxemple, reported the latest massacre of
civilians in a way that made sure that readers
would realise that those to blame were
guerrillas "eaccording to Salisbury®.

"Le Matin, the newspaper which ran the
original Young interview, was even more
eguivocal, Under & large photo of 4 dead
children, the newspaper hsadline stated that
nationalists and Salisbury were "mutually
accusing sach other of the Makanza killings,™

"It commented: "It wes still impossible
to know last night if the responsibility for
Friday's massacre (is, of Elim Misslonacies at
Eagle School) fell upon the 'moderats’
nationalists who cooperate with the govern=
ment, or the guerrillas, or on ths Rhodesian
armed forces." The newspaper reitsrated
further in its report that the killing was
done by a group of armed men "whose origin
and political tendencies™ were still unknown,®

By 1978, in certain sectiona of the
media, there appesred a growing awareneas of
the sxtent to which so=called Factual
information from COM could sarve as the
content for propaganda, Charles Rukuni, of
"Tha Voiee', writes (11/11/78) that 'it is a
common feeling in Ahodesia that whan Whites
are killled there is an eutery and foreign
journalists are invited by the governments

. ate transported to the scena of the incldent

ey afd wilowed to Lake pictures of thi ceew
bodies.

"On the other hand; when Blacks are
killed thore is alwaya an excuss fTor the
governmant: It is either the Slacks are to
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blame for harbouring "terrorista™; or they are

"aceldentally™ caught in a crossfire.,' Later
in the same article he adds, unesguivacally,
thaty "The controversial Selous Scouts |(who
usually poss &s freedom fighters), mesbers of
the Guard Force, and the Special Branch,
however, have no =ercy and are responasible
for the deaths of thousends of civiliang ...

'No matter what the authorities may say
to the contrery, this is an undeniable Fact of
life in Rhodesis, and inhuman trostment meted
out to political prisoners has been witnessed
by priests and misslonaries who were arrested,
detained and lster deported, and by the
Catholie Institute for Internatiomal Relations
in its publiesations: Tha Man in the Alddla,
Civil war in Rhodesis, and Propageanda War,
which unfortunately were banned in Rhodesia
befofe they had even had a chance to circu=
late." On the 2/12/78, Rukundi continued his
article saying of the claspdown on information
about what is going on inm Tribal Trust Lands
currently under martisl lew:s ‘YLinked with
this secrecy was the fact that church connect=
ed lawyars who wera previoualy able to maka
enguiries about people missing in the rural
arsas and get satisfactory results can no
longer do so,' He then goes on to quote the
Rt Rev Paul Burrough, the Anglican Bishop of
Mashonaland, as saaying that 'we are in danger
of shrugging off much too high a number of
people "killed in crossfire™, ... eand
shrugging off vindictivenass by securlty

zzces ermainst suspects and terrified tribes-

men who do not cooperate with them,'®

As to the type of image of the leader-
ship of the PF = more and more there ls
slowly emerging the notion that they are also



people fighting for & cause, and not jJjust
brigends. Mothobi FMutloaste writing in "The
Voice' (26/8/78) said that Mugabe, who has
been described as & monster in the Western
press — though US ambassador to the United
Hations, Mr Andy Young has tried in wvain to
refute this = 1s & very articulate man readers
will sgrew.

In fact what is remarkable about
Zimbebwean leaders is that most of them have
a string of university degrees, despits
coming from very poor and large families]

Son of a labourer,.Mugabe was barn at
the Catholic Kutama RMission, inm the district
of Irimba, in 1928 ... Chrias Freimond
in Salisbury reports in "The Cape Timesa'
(18/8/78) that Ruth Chinamano, the then
"sgcretary for women's affalrs on the central
executive of Joshua Nkomo's Iimbabwa African
ia appalled by the
wiolenca and death regardless of who the

People's Union ...

wictima are."

1, Atrocities allegedly committed by the
Rhodesian Security Forces.
(a) Curfew Deatha:

According Yo the J of Southerm African
Studies (3,2); 'The World® (newspaper) during
the flrat half af 15773 and all issues of
"Africa'" during the period Jan<July 1977,
thousands of innocent peasants hed (by that
Juncture) besn shot since curfews were Intro=
duced In Rhodesien rural aress in 1973,

2zt af Lthase had been water carriers who had
not resched the so=called "protectad villages"
in time, from thelr daily tasks in the fields.
iB) FResettlement Deaths:

More than a guarter million pessants

living in the border regions had by mid=1977
been forcibly resettled in "protection® or
Peonaclidated® wvillages since 1972, with
conseguent deaths and malnutrition. (The

J of Southern African Studies, 3,2).

(c) Mass Killings by the Military:

In mid=1977 hundreds of men, women and
children were killed in Mapal,; =& Hunn-hiEln
town miles away from the war zone, with ne
atrateglic velue either as & guerrillas base
or supply depot (Finesncial Mail, 3/6/77).

From lhlidlil? press ('Cape Times' and
PArgus" = May 1977) it was reported that in
Rhodesia itself ahootings of childroen had
teken place = specifically at a school in the
nocth where two children died as & result of
troop fire. Troops claimed that they were
shooting et guerrillas and tha childrean werse
caught in crosaflre ... Witnesses saw N0
guarrillas and saw two woundad children.

According to tha '"Cape Times' (22/5/78)
(AFP report), Muzorews is reported as having
sald that the blame for the massscre of
105 black tribal people 100 ks north-sest of
Fort victoria *"lsy with the Rhodesian
sacurity forces = & charge already made by
another bleck party in the transitional
government,; tha Rev Ndabaningi Sithole's
Iimbabwe Africen Mational Union [ZANU)',

'"His figure directly contradicts the total
issued by tha mllitary command which said that
the nusber killed was 52%, ‘'The military
command sald that the victims died when

saught in crossfire between the patrol and
guarrillas®,

(d) The Massacre of Missionaries:
According to *The Guardian' (2/7/78):
'Mr Robert Mugabe, President of ZANU, said
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his guerrillas were not responsible for tha
killings (of the Elim missionaries). He
claimed to have reports from eye witnesses
that Rhodesian security forces poalng as
nationalist guerrillas carried out the
mapsacre as & diversion from s raid into
Mozembigua by tha Rhodesian army. Moramblgue
suthorities claim 17 refugees recently
arcived from Rhodesla and two Belglan natlon=
als working In Mozembique for the UN Foed and
Africulture Organisation were killed by
halicopter borne ralderas.

"He sald: ™We deplore these brutal and
callous acte™ and that "Smith and the three
puppets (Mr Chirsu, Rev Sithole, and Eishop
Muzorewa) who are his accomplices, must be
made to bear the full blame and responsibi-
lity"', Both the 'Caps Times' and ths "Argus'
falled to mention this side of the story st
the tima, The "Sunday Timea' marely announ=
ced (26/6/78) that '"The attack came shortly
after a anlihiqUi'r-nnrt = since denied by
the Salisbury authorities = alleging an
invasion by Rhodesian troops'. "The Guerdian'
'Mr Mugabs sald: "IANU has been
oparating for years in the country. Its
oparations cover 80% of the total land of
the country., It has maintalnaed axcellent
working relationa with the missionaries and
their establishmants which have supported our
Just cause and glven fighters assistance in
a variety of waya"™ ... Students at Elim
Mission said that tha stteckers had icenti-
fied themaelves as "soldiers of Mr Mugabe
«+s™', On the sams, in another article (in
"The Guardiaen') Ian Mills wrote: ‘white
Rhodeslianas are incensed by claims that the
sacurity forces nnnmit?nﬂ the attocity.

continuass



Many of them have to serve in the Territer-
ials and Police Reserves and know what a

well disciplined force it is. They argue

that sven the -iit- and "secret"™ scouts do
not have carte blanche and are responsible

to officers trained in British Army tredition.

'The sole surviver of the massacre, Miass
Mary Fisher, is in a eritical condition after
her ordeal and has yet to say what happened,
Even if she asserts that the attackers wvere
nationalist guerrillas, her atatements will
undoubtedly be countered by amssertions that
some Rhodesian Army Unita hawe not been sbowve
masquerading as Insurgents.

"At this stage the word of the black
students at Elim Migslon has to suffice.

They sald tha attackers claimed to be
"soldiers™ loyal to tha Patriotic Front co=
lesder, Mr Robert Mugabe, The guerrillas
@lsoc harangued the students against
supporting the internal settlement, and went
on to say that the achool would be closed ...

'Mr Mugabs has denied that his forces
ware responsible and blamed Rhodesian troops.
He sald it was & "diversionary®™ tactic in the
wake of an alleged Hhodesian raid into
Mozambigue and am attempt to discredit the
guearrillas, ..

"It is argued here that given the discl=
pline within the Rhodesisn Forces and the aims
of the internal settlement leaders, massacres
are nelther fessible nor helpful to the
Ahodeaian cause.

'vontrary to whakt Mr Mugaoe says it
would be difficult te Find anyone in Rhodesia
who w uld believe it worth thes lives of 12
pecple to stage a diversion from a raid inte
Mozambique which the army Supreme Cosmander,

LCeneral Peter Wall, denies eaver took place.

It is egually conceivable that a man of
Mr FMugabe'a education and political akill
would methodically sanction the killing of
12 innocent people and the rape of women and
children merely to force the closure of one
school', Simon Hoggart wrote In the same
lssue of "The Guardian' that Dr Owen "had
carefully declined to pin the blame on the
followsrs of Mr Robert Mugabe; the co=
leader of thf Patriotic Front. He said that
Ar Mugabe, who had not previously denied hi-
involvesent in incldents; had specifically
denled any responsibility for the messacre.
"I am not sware that he has changed his .
position on being prepared to come to round
table talks",

"Conservatives ware almost hl'id- them=
selves with rage when a labour backbsncher;
Mr Andrew Faulds, claimad that the massacre
had sctuslly been ordered by tha Smith
regime .

Further reporting as regerds the
massacte of misasionaries: On 28/6/78 the
"Cope Times' reported that "black MPs
sccused the governmant of being responsible
for the same kind of atrocities as the
terrorists, They alsoc sald the interim
government was inm large part responsible for
the massacre (of 12 misslonaries at Eegle
school, 25 km south of Umtali). Mr WE Chim=
pakan said: "They (the transitional govern=
ment) are to blame. - They sit in thelr pasy
chairs and neglect the loss of their people,
Thelr exclusiveness is the total enemy'.

According to a report in the "Rand Daily
rail' (13/1/79) 'a Rhodesian-born mission
priest, Father Kennedy, ... sdmitted his

mission hospltal Ereated anyone = including
black guerrillas', This has certain impli=-
cations for the Elim messacre; if Father
KEennedy's situation is not merely exceptional.
(e) Strikes on Refugess:

In the "Cape Times® (21/10/78) it was
reported that "Joshua N:omo said yesterday
that 226 unarmed refugess were killed in
Thursday's Rhodeslan air strike-against one
of his natlionalist cemps...', and later
(23/10/78) he is reported ('Argud')to have
claimed that "Rhodesians attacked a girls'
camp at Mkushl in their Zambian rald and that
about 100 girls were killed'.

(f) Abduction:

There has been too, the abduction and
probable murder of mesbers of the political
oppasition groupas in Rhodesla. The moat
notable example was the diseppearsnce of
Dr Edeon Sithola, publicity sscretary of the
internal ANC - blamed on opposition guerrilla
abductors by the Rhodeslen government., It was
later discévered that he wes in fact abducted
by members of the Rhodesian Security Police
(*Africa',Feb 1978). '

2s Atrocltlies allegedly committed by the
so=called "Auxilisry Armies™.

(The 'Cape Times', 30/9/78): ‘claims
that the "private armies™ of some of the
mambers of Rhodesla's supreme four man
Exscutive Council were intimidating people
in rural areas have been made at the Afcicen
rarmera’ Unlon of RAhodesia annusl conference’.

Chris Freimond writes the folleowing
about the "auxiliary™ forces ["Hand Dally
mail®, 16/1/79)t 'In the tribal areas, never
visited by tuuri:tl._thl people are ceught In




the middle. Firstly it was between the
guerrillas and the soldiers but now a third
and vastly more evil element has bHeen intro=
duced = private armies; armed gangs using
myrdar and torture to drum up support for
their lesaders in the tranaitional government,

v, “EE& .fn .-JSUCCEd BNL LopBde
Husbsnds are killed trying te protect thalr
Wives.e.

'"Nfficially there are no private armies,
only suxiliary forces made up of returned
guarrilles now supporting the internal
settlement. Alleged atrocities are hushed up
or ignored: But they are happening. Peopls
are fleeing the tribsl srsas becsuse of them
and their tales of murder and torture are
frightaning®. MNote that thess so-called
"puxiliariea™ ows thelr alleglsnces to
Muzorsws and Sitholes, msembers of tha transi-
tionel government. In 'Past' on 21/1/79
appaarsd the following comments on the
auxilisries: '"(from the report of the
Catholic Commission for Peace and Justice)
"The seriousnsss of tha situation creatsd by
the sxistence of private political armies
and the serious disregard thess men have fTor
1ife, morality, or human decancy, makes it
vital for some atrong ceaction to ba forth-
coming from ths church®™, the report said.

'"Ouoting witnesaes who attested to crimes,
rape, theft and brutality alleged to have been
carried out by membera of the militias, it
ﬁ;lllﬂ en the church to show "courage in

standing against blatant and gross injustice”
where this occurred'. (reports by Agence

Frence Press). Similar reports appeared in
"Poat' of 15/2/79.

The "Rend Daily Mail', 13/1/79:1 ‘...
the Thamea Televigion temm algo filmed a
young ax-guarrilla who said thet he was
given en ultimatum to join the Ahodesisn army
or face execution', If this ie in fact true
as 8 tule and not as an exception; then it
has zertain laplicstions for unoecstanoing
the genesis of the so=-celled "euxilisriea™g

The Johannesburg newspaper, "The Star', ren

a teport under tha hasdlina 'Labour oversupply,
80 slow=down in Lincreases pald to black
workers' (79.04,19), that must surely stand
all on its own Iin the stakes for the prize

for euphemistic mystificatlion of the year,

Tha report dealt with statements made by

Jon Cole, "manager of tha influential P=E
Consulting Group Salacy Survey', and starta

as followst

"The massive oversupply of labour and an
increasingly* pragmatie approach to wage
hikes has led to a significant fall-off
in wege incresses paid to black workers
says Mr Jon Cole..."

And so 1t continues.

Translated it means that the cepitalists

are making full use of the sver growing
rasetva army af the unemployed and cofisequent
compatition For jobs by the unemployed, to
depress wages as Tar as possible.

The editors would appreciate other fuch
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and Sebezile “adikana (19),

Lhargg! Arson, The stace alleged L-at, n
vet=bar INTL the gEmger * fire to the
J4enat Skosana and Tamsanga schools Ln
Awazakhales township, outside Port CElizabeth,
ﬂurlﬁh tha course of the trial a 14 f.;r ald
girl tolo the court that while under police
interrogation a black security policeman,
Constable Naphtalie Likwe, broke her knes
while sssaulting her.

An alleged confesalon made by one of the
sccused while in police custody was not
accepted by the presiding maglstrate, as

it had not been made freely and voluntarily,
Merdick: Net guilty. (Port Elizebeth Regional
Court,; last waeak of April 19759).

Randla Gxanyana, Khaya fAyoli, Bonisile

Tulums and Buyisile Maphisa,

Lharge! Taking part in the activitles of a
banned organisation, namaly BFC,; SA50 or
Asseca. These three organisations were

among those declared wnlawful in the Lctobar
19 clampdown on black consciousness .
organisations, As Far as it Is known,; this
was the first major trial relating to
allaged activities of any of those
organisations banned on Cctobas 19,

The most notable Featurs of tha trial was

the attlitude of certain witnesses called by
wow swsbs B0 LZLlT, syen == «he accused,
Rev, Philip Sizwe Siko was immediately re-
detalnad by security police after testifyingg
sriwandile Feoki was jalled for 6 months after
rafusing ko give evidencej Fbulele Christopher




Ceko, Alfred Fatels and Mthunzi YHdims were
also jalled after refusing to testify against
the sccused. Mpumelelo Gogwans was arrsted
after giving avidcnce Tor the state,; and
charged with per jury.

¥ardigts Not guilty, (East London iegional

=g L] 1-;5. lfg',iq

Nieholas "Fink' Haysom = appeal.

Aa previously reporcted, Haysom refused ko
answer certain questions put to him by a
sagistrate Ln relation to the case againat
F<APD augporter Pater Mamning. He was then
sentenced to 12 msonths Ln the Cape Town
magistrates court,

Haysom appealed againat both conviction and
sentence to tha Suprems Court, The appsal on
conviction was turned down, but sentence was
reduced te 3 months, totally suspended.
{Cape Town Supreme Court, 30,.03.79).

Simon Mampuruy (19) and John Peta (18) =
appeal.

on 14,08,78 both sccused were found guilty of
arson in the Pretoria Reglional Court, and
sentenced to 5 years sach. The charges
related to the burning of the Phatogeng
Higher Frimary 3chool in Atteridgevilla,
outside Protoria,

9ath sppealad againat conviction and sentence,
and after hearing argument, the Suprems Court
“oheld <. 3:7eal; and convictlion and
sgntence were set aside. (Pretoris Zupreme
Court, 24,04,79),

aAuguaLing iithole (28] - appeal.

is previously reporcted, Sithole was Tound
abiley In £ho Lucban aiglonal Toust ~F making
a boob threat to 2 employees of Lever
“rothecs,; cuvrbans He was sentenced to 3 years.

On appeal, convictlion and szntence wers set
aside. (Hatal Supreme Court, 11“3-”’[

Ischarouvgs Alfeus = appeal.

On 24,05.78 Alfe:s, a 3.0.°0 mamber, was Found
guilty of Terrorism, and sentanced to B YEAES
impriscnment in the dindhoek Susrevs Zguzu,
W% .v@.do ghriheoper, ne was found to have
supplied provisions to s group of peocples,
howlng that they were SUAFD guerills
Fighters.

Alfeus appealed against both esnviction and
santence, and cthe appeal was upheld by tha
Appellate .ivision; which ordared %Lthat
sentence and conviction be set saslde.

(Appeal Court, Bloemfonteln, 22,03.79).

Motsidisi Kate Serokelo (29), Martha
Matshelisg iLegoabe (57), and Elizabaeth

Gumads {51}-

Eharge: Terrorism, The ascused are slleged by
the state tc have rendored saterisl sssistance
(accommodation, Ffood and information) to a
nuaber of trained guerilla fighters operating
in South Africa, It appears as Iif this trial
is related t2 alleged PAT activity. The triasl
Is dus to begin on 18,906,709,

Norzan Yusi Thuai {27), -thunzil Coclumbus
Fazibuko (25), and "rince " ube (20).

Charge! Terrorism, The state claims that the
3 accused,; Selng membars of tha PAC, under=
went nilitary and ideological training in
Chinaj the state further slleges that; on
thelr acrest; Thusl and hazibuko were in
possession of certain arms and explosivaes,
The trial, sel cdewn to be heoard In 8 specislly
convened Supre=se Ccurt '= "o sersdorp, is
Jue te .egin towards tho end of May.

Juma . ennis Makeka (22).

Ehargg: Terroriem, The state alleged Lhat
Fakeks zzsisted a numbaer of peeple to lesave
Souith Africa and undargo military training.
¥erdigt: Guilty of assisting 3 peopls to
undergo military tralning.

aansency: o years. (Pezt Ellzavein dsgional
Court, 28.04,72),.

Deon du Plessis (28).

Lhagrca: Cefence Act and Official Secrets Act.
The sccused; & jJournalist of the Star's Africa
Service, is alleged by the state to have
researched and written a manuscript on

the civil war in Rhodesis, and South Africa's
military involvemsnt therein. At the time of
writing, a trial date had not baan sat,

Tendisizwe Mazibuko,

Eharge* Contravention of his banning ordar,
Razibuko, Fformer section 10 detsines, was
untlil his banning a member of the Sowsto
"Committes of Ten",

Tom Taotetal (24)

Eharog: Terrorism, The accused, who sppesred
in the Vanderbi jlpark Aegional Court on 4.04,
79y 1» charged with threatening to burn down
tha housa of a asmber of the Vaal Community
Council unless he resigned from that body.

Besld Newspaper.

Ehargg® Internal Security Act. Tha

reprasentatives of this Afrikaans newspapar

were charged with publishing s spesch

prenared by VM, Tatlars st thg ti-g he was

under a bannirg order.

Yacdict: Guilty.

agntgncgs Editer and reporter responsible =
cautioned and discharged.




Mublisher: R100. (Zohannesburg
Regional Couriy; B.03.7%)

vmel  agcts ), Ti-gn  thgthes (27),
Iephanie Zwana {32), Sweeden Boqe (32},
ana Exhralm Lgeulu {33).
Chaggg: Unlawful passr=s‘=~" =% arms and
w-ltlon (pistols and 9 mm CarvEl i ac.e
Thusfar, the accused have made only ona
remand court appearance. (Johanngsburg
Ae~ianal Court, 15,73,79).

Lazarus Lebelwans (18), Mokjotle Marums (18),
Ezekisl Seakgwa (19), Molefl Nhlapo (19),

and two 16 year=old youlths.

ChaggesSabotage, alternatively arson, The
stote alleges that, on T,12.7B the accused
petrol=bombed the house of a li:utitg

policeman, Jeremian Matsolo, in Sebokeng near
Verseniging, The trial is due to begin In

the Versenliging “egional Court on 25,06.79.
(verssniging Asglonal Court, 22.08.79).

Norman “elaphi Mguenya (24).

Ehargg: 5 counts of Tercorism; and one count
af possessing unlawful publications,; The state
claimad that tha accused was LlAvolwved in
placing a bomb on the railway line betwean
Apax and Dunswart in s~cvembar 1977, placing

a bomp in a parking lot in Benoni in December
1977, possession of explosives, arms and
ammunition, and that he underwent military
training 2t the hands of the AKC brtween
wctober 1777 and January 197%, Tha stata

aleo alleged that fWgwenys was part of a groug
Wi EN litﬂlptiu el II.i-l.n-n. J wi B At Uunswark
station in January 1578, and that on his
artest he wis 1f possession of certain

Illagal litarature.

necasdfing ta widence led in ceurt, .” 2

group which citte pted 12 zlankt a bomb at

the .unswar: statiorn in Januacy 157F wos
disturbed by a policeman, Ona of thae group
then shok the policeman.

As has happened on a number of occasions in
cases of this nature; the accused was taken
directly t» ~qurt from detention and thara,
without having any legal representation, he
made certaln admissions which ampounkted to a
plea of Juilty on all counts, The ea-¢ uas
then transferred to the Suprems Court, where
it procesdaed on the basis that the accused had
&lready pleaded gulliy.

Vprdick: Guilkty on all counts,

Egntgncg: A total of 40 years imprisonsent,
Bacause certaln sentercea are to tun
concurrTently, the effective sentence is 12
yosars. (Speclally convened Supreme Court,
Benoni,22.03.79).

Churehill Luwvuno (22).

* Chgrgg? Terrorism: The accused gave svidenca

for the defence In tha Bathal PAC trial, and
was Ilmmadiately therealfvar arrested and
charged with perjury on tha basis that his
evidznea contradicted a previoua statemant
whieh he had made to police while in
detentions Shortly tharsafter; he was ce=
datalned, ano charged undeor tha Tercorlam
Acty According to the state, Luwunao left
the country te Jnderge military trainlng,
and formed a PAC cell in South Africa
called *Triangle Jattlefield Organisation®,
eEY: agaftine Tpf-1. the accused T 7
seriously ill, and was admilced to
hoszital, and exaained by & neurologist,
relice spokecsan sald that ne was on a
hunger sirlike, owesver, one of the accused
in the Eethal PAC trial,; Zohn Ganya,

page &4 -

clalmed in evidence that it was untrua

that Luvuno was on & hungat strike iIn
prison,

The trial is due to taka place in .He ‘ethal
degional Court.

Fziwamadoda Kalako (22), Miss sholeka
folsy (2%, 3ida'ves Tini (22}, Mrs. Jossphine
Pookolane (40), Erie Mgeleza (40) and
Yeaver Fageal (38).
Chagge: Terrorism and Internal Security
Acts. The state alleged that the accused,
as meabers or active supporters of the ARC,
recruited 75 people to leave Sowth Africa
and underge allitacy ktralning.
Mgrdigtt Kalake, Ngeleza and Boockolane =
guilty of Terrorism,
Foley gulilty undar Internal Security Let,
Hagcal and Tini = not guilty.
Spntence: Ngeleza = 10 years.

Kalake = 9 yaars.

Eunhnllﬁr = B yaars,

Falay = 3 yeara; 2 of thas .

suspended for 5 years.
{Humansdorp Reglonal Court, 5.04,.79).

Ezekiel Aolefe (22).

thagge: Ferjury. In November 1978 f.olefe, an
ex Soweto student, was called by the state to
give evidence in the trial of the 11 Soweato
students charged with Sedition. After giving

evidence, he was discredited by the state,

and charged with perjury. In his evidence

in the rempton Fark itrlal, folefe claimed
"% pecali had tavtured hie by elect-iz.IlC,

shoeking hia to say cectaln things in his

statemant which were not trues

.alefe is sppearing In the Kempton Park

ieglonal Court,



Mrs. Nto Mitta Maphike (43),.

Ebarge: Terrorism, The state claimed that
Maphike recruited certain people for military
training, ODuring a remand sppearance, the
presiding magistrate criticised the security
police For showing a "remarkable lack of

ca-operation' regarding arrangements for the
dafence of the accused,

Mergigt: Guilty. The presiding magistrate
found that Maphike had recruited 5 pecples

to undergo military training in Swaziland,
and that her activities spannsd tha month of
February 1978,

Santance: 5 years, (Johannesburg Regional
Court, 30.03.79)

Ethel Waychope (52) and Yashington Mlauzi (36),
Lharget! Terrorism, The state alleges that,
between the perlod January 1st to August 31st
1978y the accused asslsted 8 people to leave
South Africa to undergo military tralning,
Witnesses for the state have ingcluded a woman
sarving & 5 year sentence for Terroriam, who
has given evidence in s number of triaslas
recently, and a former member of the now
banned South African Students Movement (S5A5Mm),
who told the court that she had been arrestad
in BophuthaTswana togethar with ex S55RAC leader
Iasie Gruluwe. She further teld the court that,
together with other students, she had jJoined

the ANC in ﬂnhiwlﬁlp and whan arrosted was
ofn har way back to Scuth Africa,

The trial, which is being heard in thas
*at~angsburg Regional Court, h-~= he-n
postponad watll July 9th,.

Yusumzi Meonge (17),

Lhipgsiiurier, Sabotage, publlc viclence and
malicious damage to property.

n8 was praviously reportec, the state alleged

that Moongo was part of a group which; while

taturning from a funeral, chased and killed

an alleged police informer.

Work In Frogreas 1s met in possession of

any information as to the cesul: af this
Taag m oo wt2 @6 T W e oeree Clizeabeth

Suprema Court during August 1978, The

editors would eppreciate information on thae

asutcome of tha tfl-l.

However, a recent press report, stating

that a gtnupkur Robben Island priscners heve

bean charged with attempted murder of a

prison offlclaly includes Mcongo as one of

the accused, It is accordingly assumed that

he was found guilty of ons of the charges,

lnq sentenced to & term of imprisonment,

Steven Khanawitz (22),

Ehacgg: Possesslion of unlawful publications,
namgly "The riot police and the suppression
of tha truth"j "South Africa = a police
state?'; "Wational Student ne.1, 1978%;

and "Political imprisonment in South
Africe', Khanawitz, a past president of

the University of Cape Town Students®
Representative Council, claimed in avidence
that he had not been aware that certain of
the publications were in his possession, and
had not known that another was banned For
possession.

Ysroigt: Guilty of possessing "The riot
police' and "South Africe - a police state?'
Egntgngg: R100 or 100 davs,; suspended for

S years. (Cape Town Reglonal Court, 26,04.79),

Facima Mepar and Saptiste lei|;
Ehgrggt Contravention of thaelr respective
banning ecders by attending a seoclal function.

paga 45 .

This trial, which has been heard In the
surpan Reglonal Court over a,period of more
than & year because of Freguant ld]nurnlintl,
is due to continue on 12.,06.79.

At the close of the state case a defence
application for the cischarge of both
dttuend was refused by the presiding
magistrate.

Sheila Ueinbarg = appeal.

Aa previoualy reported, Welnberg was
originally charged in the Johannesborg
Regional Court with contravening her

banning order by having lunch with a

) Fri.nd. She was found guilty and

santanced to 9 months, suspended for 3 years.
She appealed agalneat conviction and sentence

(]

to tha Tranasvaal EUFII!I Court, ﬂlliliné inter
glia that 2 people masting togather could not
be a prohiblted gathering in terms of &
banning order. This appeal was turned down,
the presiding Jjudges Ffinding that 2 could
conastitute a gith;liﬂﬂ¢ Sentence was

reduced,; howavar; te 3 monthes,; suspendeds
Becausa of the eanormous implications of this
decision for all South Africa's banned,
Welnberg appealed Ffurther on this matter,
arguing the marite of it in the Appellate
Division in Bloeafenteln,

The presiding Judgea found that; while two
people could conatitute a gathering in

terms of the Internal Security Act, Welnberg's
banning order was not framed in that particular
wayy and asccordingly her luncheon date with a
friend was not an o. Tences Conviction and
sentence were accordingly set aside.



 Rex Gibson, editor of the Sunday Exprass,
and Jannifer Hyman, senior reporter,
Chagget Criminal defamation, and contempt of
court., The charges arcse from an acticls
. written by Ms. Hyman in the Sunday Express,
dealing with certain pcoblema of defance
'-;EritllﬂLh;;ﬂﬂ In solitical tilales <0
- article; LIt was suggested that when certaln
pecpla ware brought te court froem detentlon,
thelir duly instructed lawyers wore not
informed; that pro deg counsel were often
then appointed to defend people charged with
sarlous offences under the Tecrorlsm and
Sabotage Acts, and that pro deg counsel
wata In gensral not sgquipped to handla such
CASEE, '
In a Suprema Court trial which carivassed a
nusber of issuss relating to police
administration of political detainees
whan they were first brought to court and
" gharged,a saries of allegatlions which tha
Sunday Expross had made against the sescurity
paolice ssem to have been provad. In
particular, it seemas to have been put by
tha defence that on a number of occasions
securlty police broujht accused pecople to
court Ffrom detention without Informing thair
duly instructed defence lawyers.
Vgrdigt: Mot guilty on both counts,
(Pistermaritzburg Suprems Court,30.04.79).

Zephania Wothopeng (65), John Ganya (48]},
“ark Shinners (37), Bennie Ntoels (38),
Hamilton Keke (42), Fichaasl Xhala (24),
Alfred Ntshall-Tshall (47), Julius
Landingwe {30), Zolile Ndindwa (28),
Foffat Zungu (23), Goodwell Moni (24),
Jerome Koolsang (26), Micheel Matsobane (36),
sonnson Nyathi (32), Themba Hlatswayo (21),

Mothlagegl Thlale (22), Rodney Tsoletsena (20),
and Daniel Matsobane (31),

Charga: Terrorism, alternatively f =lhuring
the aiss of tha PAC, This lengthy tcial of

18 alleged members or supportars of the PAC,
being heard in the fastern Transvaal town of

Srthal, seems .. L& =° . ‘ny ! a' slu. T0B

,charges involve allegations of recrultment

for military tralning, consplracy on Robban
ialand and illlﬂﬁlr. to revive tha FAC,
utilisation of "front organisations" to
further the aims of ‘the PAC, involvement in
Eh[ urban revalt in Kaglso near Krugeradorp;
mnd variouas other mattars.

" The defance has now closed its case, and the

trial beagine again on 21,05.79 when tha
state will present its argument on the mecits
of the case.

Chisf Twala (18), Danisl Sechaba Montsitsi (23),
Seth Mazibuke (19), Rafison Morobe (22),
Jefferson Lengane (21), Sibongile Mthembu (22),

' Thabo Ndabeni (21), Kennedy Hogami (19),

Reginald Teboho Mngomezulu (21), Michasl
Khiba (20}, and Glorge Twala (23).
Ehacoge: Sedition, alternatively Tecracism,

This lengthy and importsnt trial, heard in

Kespton Park, related in the maln to the
urban revolt in Soweto in 1976 and 1977; and
the role of the Sowetoc Students Representative
Council {ESHEj and the South AfFrican Students

" Movemant (SASM) in those events.

At thke conclusion of the trial the presiding
Judge found that the varlious gathar®=ss and
demonstrations organised by the S5AC and SASM
wore seditious in nature, and accordingly all
11 acoused were found guilty un-th| maln count
of sedition, '

Agntgncgt! Chief Twala, Jefferson Lengans,
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Thabo Ndabeni, Kennedy Mogami, Reginald
Fngomezulu; --dichael Khiba and George Twala:
o yea-8,; Suspended for 5 yeara,

waniel Sechaba Montasitai: % years, & of which
are auspanded,

Seth Mazibuko: & yeara, 4 of which are
s-Bpangad.

Mafison Fiorobe: 7 years; 4 suspendeds
Siborgile Mthembui & years, 4 suspended,
(It sioule be ~oted that Fontsitai is
suing the Minister of Police Ffor assaults
allegadly commit ted on him during his
detention),

Thami Mazwal = appeal,

As previously reported, Mazwai (331) was
convicted in the Johannesburg Regienal

Court last yesar, tha presiding magistrate
having f:und that he had made two conflicting
statements under cath, He had glven svidence
for the state in the trial of fwe nffi:l.l. of

., the banned Union of Black Journalists (UBJ),

Phil Mtimkulu and Juby Mayet, who were
subasquently both acquitted. Mazwal waa

_ sentenced to 12 months Impriscnment.

He appealed against conviction and sentencs,
and while the Suprema Court confirmed

~ eonvictlion, sentence was altered to 12 months,
 conditionally suspended. (Pretoria Suprems

Court, T.05.79).

Lawrence FMvula = appeal.

As previously reported; Mvula was coenvicted
of Ssbotage, and then arson; in two of the
"ermanus LCials' nald In the Cape last year.
He was Found guilty inm the Hermanua Reglonal
Court of halping to set fire to a clasercom
of the [.0: PMkize High 3chool on September
11thy 1977; and sentenced to 5 years on the




Sabotage count, and 3 ysars on the arson count
{a total of B years).

Ya a~npealed Lo Ll Taj eede TooLb, but the
appeal was turned down. However,; the presiding
Judges did rule that thes 3 year sentence

shc .Ju fwn concurrently with the 5 years,
reducing the sffective sentence to uvhe i

5 years. (Cape Town Supreme Court, 3,05.79).

Vusumzi Mecongo (19), Zuke Camagu (18),
Mncedisi Siswana (22), Jeffrey Klams (22),
Khumsbelele Mnikina (29) and Lawrence

Mvula (20).

Eharog: Attempted murder. All the accused are
political prisconers,; serving terms on Rooben
Island. They are now charged with attempting
to kill the second=in-command of the prisen,
Captain Harding, on February 9th, 1979, The
trial is to be heard in the Cape Town Regional
Court on Juna 18the

The govarnmant®s new conatitutional proposals,
which cruclally affect the andlian and Telourad
communities, have precipitated a ma jor storm
In progressive Indian circles. Reports .
ruaching the editors indJdicate that the Natal
Indian Congross is split on whather to
boycott the new proposed Indian bedy, or
to participate in ih- proposed elections,
~ithin the Transveal, it is also believe that
a Flecce debate is caging over whieh oF the

= Lli*'oufe ¥ bRy wore progrescives
The editors are keen to rum an acticle In
a future fessue of WIP dealing with the
.ablouws uEspdcktives on this fssue,; and
would welcome any contributions,

li—

On the Sunday Following the exzecutlon of
Solomon Rahlangu,; a =emorial service was
held at a Church In Sowstos According ko
an eys witneass account; Jr. ..thato Motlana,
chairman of of Sowsto's Committee of Ten,
attompted Lo speak at Lhe meetbting, bul was
forced to leave the hall oecause 27 . .
hostile response of many of the youth
present.

Amongst othar things, Motlans was acsused

of "erying to turn Sowsto Iinto a Bantustan'
&

through his committee's desand for munieigal
autonomy, and of neglecting the interests of
rural blacks in South Africa.

Of interest is the Fact that although
reporters from both the Rand Dally Mall and
Post were present, this drasatic incident
was not reported in the press.
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