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EDITORIAL 
THIS YEAR, MBrt I n P m i l l t * * P " t a i n t r o d u c e 

o a r t a i n new a r a a a o f i n f o r m a t i o n and a n a l y a l a , 

w h l l a a t t h a aeme t i m e c o n t i n u i n g w i t h t h a 

t h a a a a emvered i n p a a t l e o u e e * I n p a r t l a u l a r 9 

I t l a t h a a d i t o r a * l n t a n t i o n t o a o l i c l t 

n o t a r i a l an r a p r a a a i o n I n b a n t u a t a n a r a a a a f 

South A f r l o a , aa w a l l aa o n p o p u l a r r a a l a t a n c a 

t o e x p l o i t a t l e n and o p p r o o e l o n * A t t h a aaaa 

t i m e , f a a t u r a a auoh a a ' l a b o u r a c t i o n * and 

• o a u r t a * w i l l ba c o n t i n u e d , a l f e a l t i n an 

a l t a r a d f o r m * 

T h u e f a a , t h a a a two r a g u l a r a a o t i o n a 

hava tended t o decument both p o l i t i c a l 

t r l a l a , and e t r l k e a c t i v i t y , V fc i lo t h i a l a 

i m p o r t a n t I n l t a own r i g h t , t h a b u l k o f t h a 

m a t e r i a l p r a a a n t a d haa p r a a l u d a d t h a d a t a l l a d 

a n a l y a l a of t r e n d e , wh ich l a aa I m p o r t a n t t o 

an u n d e r o t e n d l n g o f South A f r i c a n e o o l c t y , 

V I P i n t e n d e , I n f u t u r a l a a u a a , t a o t t o m p t t a 

a n a l y a a p a r t i c u l a r e t r l k e e , p r a a a n t i n - d e p t h 

i n f o r m a t i o n on t r l a l a , and u n d a r t a k a a g a n a r a l 

a n a l y a l a a f t h a n a t u r a and f u n c t i o n o f • 

p o l i t i c a l t r l a l a i n o a p l t a l l a t e e o l e t y * T h i a 

w i l l n o t i n v o l v e t h a t o t a l d r a p p l n g a f t h a 

document ing r o l a f u l f i l l e d t h u a f e t * b u t w i l l 

change t h a empheale t a an a n l y a l a a f t r a n d a , 

r a t h a r t h a n t h a pure p r e e e n t e t l e n o f m a t e r i a l . 

Tha a d i t o r a w i l l a l e o a o n t l n u a c o l l e c t i n g 

I n f o r m a t i o n on t r l a l a and e t r i k e a , b o t h f o r 

t h a purpoaae o f a n a l y a l a , and t o moke t h i a 

a v a i l a b l e t o r e a d e r e h l p . 

Raadere e r a u r g e d t o o o n t r l b u t e e r t l e l e o , 

b r i e f i n g and i n f o r m a t i o n on a r a a a a p p r o p r i a t e 

4 

t o V I P * T h l e a p p l l a a e e p e c l a l l y t o p e o p l e who 

a r e l i v i n g l n ^ r e g l o n e on which l n f e r m e t l e n l a 

g e n e r a l l y n o t a v a i l a b l e , f o r Oxeap le r u r a l m 

a r a a a , a m e l l e r c e n t r o e , b a n t u e t a n e , e t c . I t l e 

e x t r e m e l y d i f f i c u l t t o p r o v i d e any commentary 

on e v e n t e end t r e n d e i n auch r e g i o n e w i t h o u t 

t h e a c t i v e a e e l a t a n o e o f our r e a d e r e h l p * 

I t w i l l be no ted t h a t , w h l l a a u b a c r l p t l o n 

e o e t e hava remained a t a b l a f o r 19B0, we e r a 

now o t t o m p t i n g t o r e c o v e r BOa p e r aopy of 

V I P from thooe on group d i e t r i b u t l o n echemee* 

T h l e r e f l e c t e e r i e e i n c o a t a o f p r i n t i n g end 

p o p e r , and l e u n a v o i d a b l e I f V I P l e t o be a 

f i n a n c i a l l y e e l f - e u f f l o l e n t p u b l i c a t i o n , 

wh ich i t hoe been up t o now. w h i l e t h i a 

i n o r a a e e l a r e g r e t t e d , I t ahou ld be p e e e i b l a 

t o m a i n t a i n t h a e a e t e o f V I P e t a b l o f a r a t 

l a a e t t h a r a a t a f 19B0 . 

-

£ t f | £ £ i A l a y o u t g r e a i l n r e r e p t i o t a t h a 

p r o d u c t i o n o f V I P 1 0 , f o r wh ich we a p o l o g i a a * 

' Tha l a a t column on page 3 2 , end t h a f i r e * 

columne of pagae 33 and 34 beceaa r a t h e r 

Jumbled i n l a y o u t , and w h l l a a l l naceeeory 

I n f o r m a t i o n e x l e t e i n thooe eo lumno, t h a 

o r d e r o f p r e e e n t e t i o n l a i n c o r r e c t . 

Aa a l w a y e , raaponaea t o a r t l o l e e , 

f e e d - b e c k end o r i t l e l e m a f V I P , and 

g e n e r a l c o n t r i b u t l o n o a r e v a l u e d end 

r e q u a e t a d by t h a e d i t o r i a l c o l l e c t i v e * 

V I P l e a g r o w i n g , chang ing p r o j o o t , and r e l i e e 

en l t a r e e d e r a 1 e e t l v e I n v o l v e m e n t and a d v i c e 

t o bo e b l e t o reapond t o new and changing 

n e e d a . 

-THC EDITORS. 



TOTAL 
STRATEGY' 

T o t a l etretegy i e ""the comprehensive plan 
to u t i l i s e a l l tha M i n i e v e l l a b l e t o a 
a t a t a according to an in tegra ted p e t t e r n 
I n ordar t o ochieve tha n a t i o n a l ales 
w i t h i n tha triMwork of tha a p a c l f l e 
p o l i c i a l , A t o t a l na t iona l e t re tegy l e * 
there fore * not oonflnad t o a p e r t i o u l o r 
cohere* but l a app l lcab la a t a l l lava la 
and to a l l functions of tha a t a t a 
o t r u o t u r e * . (Defence Uni te Paper. 1977 :51 , 

" T o t a l atratagy ohould encoapeoo tho 
e ta to* tha p r l v a t a oeotor* diplomacy* 
C O M I T C I , lnduatry and organlaatlona 
I l k a flri«cor, tha Council for S o l a n t l f l o 
and indus t r i a l Reeeerch (CSIf t ) * and tho 
Human Sclancaa Reeeerch Council (H3RC)% 
(Control Hoonus Kslsn. ch ie f of tha South 
Af r ican Pafanea f o r c e ) * 

AT THE LEVEL of d e s c r i p t i o n , ra thar than that 

o f oxplenation and ene lyo ie f " t o t a l a t ra tagy* 

r a f a r a to tha manner I n which tha oontaaporary 

South Af r ican a t a t a ' f u n c t i o n a ' * Flore * 

e p a c l f l c a l l y * i t lnd icataa tha way In which 

c a r t a l n aapaota of a t a t a a c t i v i t y ara changing 

in tha currant period* Thaaa 'ohongee1 v l t h l n 

tha a t a t a inoluda a number of araaa and 

dynanicai po l io iaa and prograaaeef tha 

r a l a t l o n a h l p between tha variouo a t a t a organs 

and epperetuece. Including tha r a l a t l o n a h l p 

batuaan ' i d so l o g i c a l * * ' reprooclve* and 

•economic1 a t a t a organa which raproduca and 

Maintain aociaty i tha ra la t ionah ipa batuaan 

and w i t h i n c laaaaai and tha ra la t ionah ipa 

batuaan oleeceo, elaaa f r a o t i o n a and tha 

a t a t a . To ta l atratagy l a thua tha tera whioh 

paga 1 

haa galnad common currency to daacrlba tha 

way in which c a r t a l n a t ructuraa and r a l a t i o n a 

a r a balng a l t a r a d and raoonat l tutad in South 

Afr ioa today, 

Troa ona perspect ive* tha t o t a l a t ra tagy 

i n i t i a t i v e appaara to ba a d a l l b a r a t a p l e n , 

conceived and implemented by a oar ta in group 

w i t h i n tha a t a t a ( p r i m a r i l y tha a i l i t a r y ) * 

poaaibly in conjunct ion with c a r t a l n othar 

powerful i n t a r a a t a auch aa organlaad bualnaaa 

and commercial i n t a r a a t a * ooodomico and 

rooserohere, e ta * In othar words» tha 

developaent and implementation of a t o t a l 

a t ra tagy in South Af r ica nay appaar to ba a 

r a a u l t of tho I n i t i a t i v e * of a h ighly-placed 

group of oonaplratora with eccece to Che 

summits of a t a t e poster* However, appaaranoee 

aay ba deceptive* and tha o o n a p i r a t o r l a l 

axplanat ion of t o t a l a t ra tagy obacuraa the 

• a j o r dynaaloo whioh have given r l e e t o tha 

whole i n i t i a t i v e * Thie l e n o t . of couree t to 

deny a c o n e p i r e t o r l a l end orchestrated eleaent 

i n the eaergence end development of t o t e l 

e t r e t e g y . Out the acre i apor ten t eepect to 

note in v levlng the changee eeeociatad with 

the t o t e l etratagy progranae l a the fee t thet 

h i t h e r t o p a r t l s l l v d iveree and c o n f l i c t i n g 

i n t e r a a t a have begun to increas ingly converge* 

thue g iv ing r l e a to a new po l i t l ce l—idoo log ico l 

dispeneetion w i t h i n South A f r i c e * Theee , 

l n t e r e e t e have converged, not becauae of any 

conspiracy, but because the changing posi t ion 

of e nuaber of groupa u l t h l n eociaty have 

given r l e e to e l n l l a r sets of ob jec t ive 

• l n t e r e e t e * I t l e the changing pos i t ion of 

c e r t e l n f reot lone of tha o a p l t a l i a t c lass , of 

' w h i t s ' worker* . mt>^ of o e r t e i n sections of 

the doalneted c leeeee, together wi th c e r t e l n 

p o l i t i c o - m i l i t a r y I n l t i e t l v o o , which have given 

r i e e to a new balanoa of foroee wi th in the 

s t a t s , and hence to changing e t e t e functlone 

end p o l i o l e e * 

Thue* the varioue elements coaprieing the 

t o t a l a t ra tegy i n i t i a t i v e eaerged r e l a t i v e l y 

independently of each other , end than began 

converging to fo ra a r e l a t i v e l y coherent 

p o s i t i o n , for example, tha lnoreaalng 

a l l l t e r l e e t l o n of society, coupled with e 

growing a l l l t a r y preeence in h i t h e r t o f non-

m i l l t m r y 1 a reas , and the f o r a a t i o n of the 

Urban Foundetion in 1976* were not orcheetratedi 

tha a i l i t a r y wee I n t e r a l i a responding to whet 

i t eaw ee a ' t o t e l onslaught1 ageinet the I 

South Af r ican ' n a t i o n * | tha Urban foundation 

auat ba aeon p a r t i a l l y ae the organieed 

eabodiment of e c o l l e c t i v e c e p l t a l i e t ln to roe t * 

e i a i n g a t s t a b i l i t y in block working oleee 

e r e e e . Such e t e b l l l t y eneuree the uninterrupted 

production end d i s t r i b u t i o n of coamoditlee 

whloh the urben r e b e l l i o n of 1976 wee t h r e a t e n ­

i n g . I n responding to theee ohenglng dyneaice f 

theee two 'groups* - a i l i t a r y power and 

orgenieed c a p i t a l i s t l n t e r e e t e - found that 

t h e i r new l n t e r e e t e were converging* e 

t o t a l a t ra tagy w«e being formed. 

Ve auet* however, be oara fu l to avoid 

lumping everything eeid and done by the 

doelnent olaeeee in South Af r ice under the 

not ion of ' t o t e l e t r e t e g y 1 * I f the t e r a l e t o 

ge ln any uee In explaining c e r t e l n dynoaice in 

South A f r i c a , or even i f i t l e to be re jec ted 

ee being too d e s c r i p t i v e , then i t i e iapor tent 

to epeclfy whet i t ra fere to - end whet i t ] 

oxcludee* At the heert of t h i e question l e 
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the nature of 'change' tak ing plaoc i n South 

A f r i o e today. Thar* ara thoee who would argua 

t h a t tha natura of South Af r ican eoclety (and 

aapac la l l y tha e t a t e ) l a not changing I n any 

r e a l nay* Thay would euggeet that tha only 

ahanga l a at tha l a v a l of naaee, terminology 

and ao-oa l lad 'pa t ty a p a r t h e i d * • Thay would 

o o r r a c t l y point to the fac t that i n tha l a t a 

I 9 6 0 * and a a r l y / a l d 1970a ( l a bafgra ' t o t a l 

a t r a t a g y ' ) '©hengea' wara a l raady tak ing 

place w i t h i n t h l a aranai 'Bantu* becaae 

' P l u r e l o ' , B -e ta r h o t a l a wara opanad t o thoaa 

who oould a f fo rd thaw, perk-bonchea and 

l i b r a r i e a wara deecgregated, and in 1974 than-

P r i o i flinieter Voratar aaked tha world t o 

' g i v e South Af r ica 6 aontha to change*. Tha 

proponente of t h i a viaw would accordingly 

argua t h a t tha changaa aaaociatad wi th t o t a l 

a t ra tagy ara of the aaa* ordor m e e a e n t i e l l y 

coamatlc. Nothing i a fundeoontel ly a l t e r e d ; 

Cabinet H i n l a t a r a aontlnuo oalng double—apeak 

depending on which ceneti tuency thay ere 

addravaingi tha woat expenaivo hotala and 

reeteurante ara opanad to a t i n y , wealthy black 

e l i t e ; and ovor 5 yaara a f t a r Vora ta r * * c a l l 

f o r '6 nontha* l l t t l a a l t a r a whlla P lo t 

Koornhof aontlnuaa t o proaiee anything to 

anyona who aeko n lcoly enough, 

Thata ara othara who argua aoeewhet 

d i f f e r e n t l y . Of coureo, thay r e j e c t tha Joy 

and elwoet w i l f u l bllndnaaa of tha Cng l i ah -

language c o u e r c i a l praaa t tha o f f i c i a l whltw 

oppoal t ion party and organiaad o a p l t a l l a t 

i n t a r a a t a who have walcofiad tha i n i t i c t i v e e of 

t o t a l a t ra tagy w i t h a laoat no reaervot lona , 

u r i t i n g i n tha Sunday Tiaee 9uelneea Tlaaa 

179.11 .04) wndar tha headl ine "Governaent 

aarna pat on tha back", John Splra c l a i a e that 

•Governaant haa dona a good daal aora than i a 

ganara l ly r o a l i a a d t o lep leeent i t a a tatad 

pol icy of cue* i teent to c h a n g e . . . . * , whl la Prp 

HP Harry Schwartz haa ca l l ad on a l l South 

Afr iccno t o aupport P r laa n i n l e t e t Botha in hla 

•ovaa towarda r a a l ohange. Rot only haa that 

enbodiacnt of c a p i t a l i a t i n t a r a a t f Harry 

Qppenhalaer, aupportad tha Botha t c o n a t a l l a t i o n 

of e ta tec* po l icy , and praiaad h la 'courage'^ 

ha haa alao c la iaad t h a t governaent and 

oppoai t lon now hava u n i t y on goa lo , die— 

agreeing only on aaana. Tha F inano la l H a i l 

racant ly naaad Botha 'Ran of tha Yaar' on . 

tha baala of h la " d r i v i n g r o e o l v e . . . t o move 

away f roa tha narrow, aac tar lan approach whioh 

haa oharaotat iaad tha reglwee of othar Nat iona l 

Par ty Pr iaa fllnletere" ( D a i l y Ifawa 7 9 . 1 1 . 2 9 ) , 

Wi th in t h l a context i t i a aa w a l l to nota 

t h a t a larga nwtber of eo -ca l l ad 'oppoal t ion 

groupa1 hava o r i t l o l a a d PU Bothe'o 

e d e l n l o t r e t l o n not f o r what i t l a doingv but 

bacauaa of tha alow ra ta a t whioh i t l a being 

dona* Ooaplta tha r a j a c t i o n of 'oppoa i t lon ' 

exc l toaent a t tha changaa r a l a t a d to t o t a l 

a t r a t a g y , a powarful argument oan ba advancad 

t h a t important and far—raaohlng changaa hava 

taken p iece , and ara tak ing placa i n South 

Afr ica a t praaant - t h a t tha otwoephere and 

idaalogy of 'ohanga' whioh cur ren t ly ex la ta 

w i t h i n tha a t a t a and othar apporatueeo l a not 

aa ra ly 'ooeaot lo* but haa r e a l content . I f t h l a 

poa i t ion i a accepted then i t becoaae important 

to aatab l iah what the content of theae changea 

! • , ae w a l l aa tha roaeone for thaat to 

e a t a b l i a h what ' t o t a l a t ra tagy* and the 

progrowae aaaociatad wi th i t l a a reeponee t o . 

This proceae of change say ba re fe r red to 

aa rsatrucEuring, in that th la tare both avoida 

the auphorie wi th which c e r t a i n f rac t iona of 

tha r u l i n g cleeaaa great tha notion of 

i n South A f r i c a ( 'any change i e good, , 

progroaelve, e x c i t i n g , e t c 1 ) , whi le e t tha 

aawa tiwe d ie t ingu ieh ing the currant proceaaae 

in South Af r ica f roa tha 'coawatio1 changaa of 

a e l i g h t l y a e r l i a r per iod . 

' T o t a l e t r e t a g y ' then , l a a t o r * coined 

by a p a r t i c u l a r group w i t h i n the etfttqi i t 

r a f e r e t o t h e aamner i n whioh t h a dominant 

and woat powerful f r e o t l o n of tha r u l i n g claaa 

i a at tempt ing to reotructuro c e r t e l n fundawentel 

r a l a t l o n a h i p e - between and w i t h i n c laaaee, 

between claeaea and tha a t a t a , batwaan the 

atata and the econoay, and w i t h i n the e t e t e 

i t e a l f . I t e a i t , ae portrayed by i t a 

f o r a u l a t o r t f l a to defend 'South A f r i ca 1 f roa 

outalda at tack ( a a p a c l a l l y that of ' n a r x l a a ' ) 

and to eneure the eurv iva l of the * f ree 

a n t a r p r l a e eyataaj' and ' t h e n a t i o n 1 . I t e 

proponent* argua t h a t to onauro a u r v l v a l , 

c e r t a i n changee wuat ba aede whioh w i l l give 

a l l South Africana a w a t e r i e l etake in 

defending aociety f roa a t t a c k , Tha ideo log ica l 

ayabola which tha t o t a l a t ra tagy l n l t i e t i v e 

lnvokaa revolve around notiona of ' a u r v l v a l ' , 

' a t t a c k ' , ' f r e e entorpr lee ' , 'economic g r o w t h ' , 

e t c . Ae Pa* Botha haa i t , "ve euet adapt or we 

w i l l d ie * ( S t a r 79 ,OB.07 ) . Ragnua Helen adda 

t h a t t o t a l atratagy "aeane a na t iona l r e ­

o r i e n t a t i o n aimed a t aurv lva l whi le a t the 

eeae tima enauring the continued advencewant 

of tha wel l -be ing of a i l South Afr ieane* 

(ROfl 7 9 . 0 9 . 2 0 ) . 



"Tha leeoon l a c i i a r . Tha SAOr l a ready 
to boat o f f any a t tack and although tha 
lnd ica t ione point to • considerable 
escalat ion in M i l i t a r y opara t lone , wa 
era atrong enough to withstand tha 
onalaught - but mm swat take i n t o 
account tha aopl ra t lono of our d i f f a r a n t 
populat ion groups. Va aust ga in and ke-ep 
t h a l r t r u e t " {Waonus n e l a n . flow ?9 .06*13 ) * 

At ona l a v e l , t o t a l a t r t t a g y aeoac to ba tha 

raaponaa of tha m i l i t a r y t o whet thay aaa aa 

a ' t o t a l onslaught1 againat South A f r i c a ; t h l a 

'onalaught ' l a peroalvad t o cooa p r i m a r i l y 

f roa ' a x t e r n e l * and ' i n t e r n a t i o n a l * fo rces , 

and involveo South Af r ica In a permanent 

' t o t a l m r ' , Aa Br igadier Tony floux, O f f i c a r 

Coaaending tha SAAF t r a i n i n g o a n t r e , puta i t t 

" I n tha f tca of t o t a l onalaught. South A f r i c a 

•u>t gaor l t a a l f f o r t o t a l e u r v i v o l * (ROtt 

7 8 a 0 3 * 3 0 ) * nagnua Flolan a p a l l a out tha 

l o p l l c a t i o n a of t h l a more c l a a r l y t 

•There ara thoaa who aaa only two baaic 
polnta of viewt on tha ona eid'o war 
(which i a h o r r i b l e ) , on tha othor paaoa 
(which l a good)»**+ I do not aubacriba 
to auch a e l a p l l e t l o view* There l a no 
auch thing aa t o t a l poaca at any given 
t l a o * A aatura or developed atata muat 
approach auoh a a t t o r a f roo a baala of 
ooojplato e t r a t a g y * Thla e n t e l l e a 
unltad and c o l l a o t l v a a f f o r t which 
lnoludaa diploaaoy, p o l i t i c s , economico, 
induotry , l o c a l a u t h o r l t l o a , tha m i l i t a r y . 
Nona can plan and go i t a own way 
independently* Thara auat ba 
oo-ordlnat ion««.*(Sunday Tiaea 7 7 * 0 2 * 1 3 ) * 

tfhlla I t l a no doubt t rua that ona of tha 

a laaanta g iv ing r l a a to tha a t a t a ' a t o t a l 

a t ra tagy waa tha davalopaont and i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n 

of at tacka (both a l l l t a r y and othar ) on tha 

South Af r ican r u l i n g c lasses, t h i a l a by no 

mesne tha whole p i c t u r e * A complex davalopaant 

auch ao t o t a l atratagy can navar ba explained 
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i n taraa of ona aimpla cauaa. Rather , t o t a l 

atratagy l a a raaponaa to a nunbar of 

d i f f a r a n t , i n t e r - r e l a t e d dynaalca and changaa t 

both w i t h i n South A f r i c a , and in tha i n t e r ­

na t iona l contaxt aa i t a f f a c t a South A f r i c a * 

Thaaa var ioua dynamlca and aoo la l foroaa , 

despi te the d i f f e r i n g poa i t iona thay occupy i n 

tha production and reproduction of eocloty* 

hava given r l aa to a aat of a i a i l e r i n t e r e e t e — 

and t h l e again ind ica taa that t o t a l otrategy 

vaa not p r l a a r l l y developed ea a r u l i n g claaa 

conapiracy, but by tha l o g i c a l unfolding 

of c o n f l i o t and davalopaant in South A f r i c a . 

1 hava e t teepted to i a o l a t a a i x Major 

dynaalca whloh have given r l a a to tha t o t a l 

atrategy response. There ara of courab othar 

faotora vhloh are not aentloned below, and 

even w i t h i n the araaa deecribed thara ara 

nuaorouo trends and tendencies* Soaa aay even 

by c o n f l i c t i n g , but than South Af r ica l a 

coapriaed of contrad ic tory a t r u c t u r c a , 

a c t i v i t l e a and r e l a t i o n e , and ona of tha 

funct iona of tha e t o t e , end of t o t a l etratagy 

i n p a r t i c u l a r , l a to aanaga, oonteln end sake 

laaa exploalve the contradictory aapacte which 

fore o a p i t a l l a t eooiaty* Tha eaergenca of 

t o t a l a t ra tegy wee thua not ' i n e v i t a b l e ' I n 

eny eanae, but I l k a aper the ld , waa one option 

open to the etate in raproduclng/aa lnta ln lng 

a aociaty beaad on cont rad ic t ion and c o n f l i c t * 

To ta l a t ra tegy waa therefore one possible 

raeponaa to Qeneral davalopaanta and e p e c i f l o 

or ieea which fo ra South Af r ican eocloty* 

1 * The most general factor c rae t ing tha 

o b j e c t i v e oondlt lone for the emergence of 

a t o t a l atratagy i a the change in the econouic 

e t ruc ture of South Af r ica over the peat decode 

and a h a l f * P rec ise ly baceuea th la l a a ganarel 

s t r u c t u r a l e l t a r a t i o n , i t aeta the oontaxt 

w i t h i n whloh t o t a l a t ra tagy haa eaerged* ra ther 

then given r i a e to that atratagy i t a e l f * Tha 

changing nature of the economic atrwctura 

deaendad a c e r t a i n rae t ruc tur ing of p o l i t i c s 

and Ideology* Total etratagy waa one poeelble 

reeponee, but not the only opt ion a v a l l a b l a to 

r u l i n g elaee i n t e r e e t e rapreaented by tbe 

a t a t a * Other fac tora* aoae of which era 

conaidarad below, datarained that t o t a l 

a t ra tagy wee the opt ion purauad in a 

changing a l t u a t l o n * 

The aoat fundaaental change to be noted 

i n the South Af r ican aconoay i s that monopoly 

c a p i t a l has become dominant In a l l eectora 

end departments of production* Monopoly 

c e p l t a l l e a aa a phase in o a p i t a l l a t development 

l a hare dist inguished froa fjpfiqo^itlvf c a p i t a l * 

Not that c o a p e t l t l v a c a p i t a l diaappeare 

a l togather t i t reaaina aa a factor in c a r t a l n 

eectora in t o t a l e a p i t e l i a t production and 

d i e t r i b u t i o n , but i s increee lngly aubordlnatad 

and taken over by aonopoly c a p i t a l * Theea two 

foree of tha o a p i t a l l a t way of producing and 

d i a t r l b u t i n g coaaodi t lea (aonopoly va 

e o a p e t l t l v e ) glva r i a a to d l f f a r l n g aoc ia l 

dynaalca sod c o n f l i c t s , and deaead d i f f e r e n t 

condit ions cf axlstance ( i a the p o l l t l o a l and 

i d e o l o g i c a l waya in whloh o a p l t a l l a a l a 

rapraduoad and aa ln ta ined in a o o i e t y ) * 

The doainanca of aonopoly c a p i t e l l e a 

w i t h i n the South A f r i c e n aconoay haa Involved 

a nuaber of r e l a t e d f e c t o r a . F l r e t l y , a graat 

deal of concantrst lon and c e n t r a l i s a t i o n of 

c a p i t a l (and hanca productive u n i t e ) haa 

occuradt th la aeane that c a r t a i n i n d u s t r i a l 

and coaaercia l i n t a r a a t a hava both grown 

w i t h i n t h e i r own f i e l d of a o t i v l t y ( t e k l n g 
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ovsr smaller enterprises), snd diversified 

into other areas* Tor example, Anglo-Aaerlcan 

hia both grown in terma of i te Mining intaraata f 

and has exteneive investment in iron, steel 

• l iuy , chemicals and exploeivee, c i v i l 

engineering and construction, d r i l l i ng tool * , 

t ex t i l es , computers and r a i l locaaotivee* 

(On thi« point sso G, Rertft Ralooation and 

Riekort - attempts at urban and rural 

s tabi l izat ion. South African Labour Bullst in, 

8 (4 ) , Noveaber 1979i3? and 46n), 

As this concentration and contraliaatlon 

process dsvelope, competition between 

capital ists baooaae increasingly less 

laportent aa tha eaaller and veeker productive 

antarprlaoo ara abaorbad and takan ovar by 

tha largor and otrooger* Tho rssult of thia 

process, togathar with tho lntarpanatratlon of 

' loca l ' and •foreign1 , •Cnglloh* and •Afrikaans' 

eap l ta l , aeons that a dominant oapi ta l lat 

lntaraat l a formed, bolng that of aonopoly 

capi ta l * Many of tha historical explanations 

of tho natura of tha I U U In South African 

aooiaty nova revolved around tha confllota 

batman 'fraotlone' of cap i ta l , and thalr 

relat ion to tha statai alning «s agriculture 

vo aanufacturei Engllah va Afrikaans, cspl ta l i 

national ve foreign capi ta l . I t haa boon 

auggoatad that ona major dynamic in South 

African history haa involved tha attempts of 

various fractions of capital to obtain 

doalnanca (hegemony) within tha etste, thereby 

having thalr interests rspresentod more 

otrongiy than theee of other class fr ict ions* 

Whatever the vel ld l ty of thsee serl ier 

applanations, i t la clesr thet tho 

concentration, csntrelieetlon and 

lntarpenetretion of tho various capitals hsva 

now forasd e dominant Monopoly interest . This 

holds trus Tor e l l the major ssctors of 

production! -l ining, aacondery industry, 

agriculture, 'eervioes' snd tha dietr ibutive 

eector. I t i s , however, less the foot of 

monopoly dominance than i t s effac^f wtiich are 

of concern here* Tuo auch effeote need to be 

br ie f ly referred tot 

e ) . While hiator icsl ly capita l ist production 

in South Africa hee rel ied heavily on e u s e 

o f 'cheap', "unskilled1 labour, the emergence 

of a dominant aonopoly sector chenges this 

eoaauhat. Monopoly capi ta l ie t production 

re l lee to a large dsgree on tho uea of capi ta l -

lntensivs, sophlstlcsted technology, the 

operetlon of which demanda a eaal l eeai-ekl l led 

ateblc work-fores, rather than a lerge, chsap 

migrant labour force* The %*BB of evar-aors 

sophisticated and complex technology le basic 

to tha productive needs of Monopoly caplte l let 

production, particularly whan i t l e t ied Into 

a world capital ist eyetea of production, ae 

South Africa l a . 

Tha laportancs of th is , for our purpooss 

here, le that tha doainant level of the 

aconoay in South Africa (aonopoly) requlree 

aemi-ekllled oparativee, rathar than chaap 

unskilled algrent labour. To an axtant, thia 

is not true for tha alning induatry, which 

continues to rely heavily on algrant labour. 

Howavsr, thara are lndicationa that even thle 

aector of production requlree a different typs 

of labour force. 

Thia need for e changing labour force, 

part icularly In teraa of ek l l la and a t s b l l l t y , 

placaa certeln daasnds on ths state, which ia 

part ia l ly responsible for the training, creation 

and aanageagnt of the labour force, 

b ) . Related to th* cbove Is tha question of 
t n # Mil o f unaaployaant snd underemployment 

in South Afr ica. Thara is a nstursl tendency 

of capita l ist development, which grows with 

aonopoly dominance! this Is the replsceaent 

of workers with aochinery. In tha intareete I 

of growing productivity (and hones growing 

p ro f i t s ) , Capital lntroducss,on an aver-

expendlng scele,sophisticated technology 

into the production process. Thle technology 

reduces ths nuabsr of workers nsadsd to 

opsrate i t , as well ee introducing the naad 

for seal-skil led operetlvas rether than 

unekillsd workers. While thia le put rether j 

e lap l ie t lce l ly , i t la nonathalees the basis 

of South Africa's growing funeaployaant 

problea1. Unaaployaont Is not new in the 

development of South Afrioen capitalisai aa 

early ae 1960 thsrs were 1v24million 

uneaploysd (including ths under-employed 

brought to a aingla un i t ) , end uneaployaent 

continued as s major factor even during the 

'econooic boom' of the 1960e. 8y 1977, Charlee 

Siapklns sstiasted that uneaployaent etood at 

2 ,3a l l l ion and wee e t l l l growing. He calculated 

that i f the rata of uneaployaent wee to be 

atsbilissd ( la i f the growth in uneaployaent 

was to rlea at a conatant, rather than an 

increasing, ro te ) , the sconoay needsd to grow 

at 5,3% psr snnuai i f the nuaber waa to be 

eteblUesd ( la raesin at 2 , M i l l i o n ) , the 

economy had to grow at 6,7% per annua. 

Not even the lower of the growth rotes 

(S,3%) has been reeched in the past two yeare. 

iifhet thia indlcatee i s that South Africa has 
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o permanent* s t r u c t u r a l unemployment ' p r o b l t n 1 

of enoraoui and Bvor-gro* in- proport ions* and 

that t h i a 'problea* can never be ' *o lved T 

w i t h i n tha confinoo of a aonopoly c e p i t e l i e t 

oconoay. Accordingly* Maya of c o n t r o l l i n g 

and aeneglng tha uneaploysd hae becoae a 

question of aajor iaportsneo for tha e t e t e * 

A aaaaivo r a t a of uneaployaont thraeteno 

s o c i o - p o l i t i c e l a t a b l l i t y on a aarloua l e v e l * 

and t o t a l otrotagy mutt ba p a r t i a l l y aaan aa 

a raaponaa ta th la f a c t o r * 

I n suaaary* then* tha doalnenoe or , 

Monopoly c a p i t a l I n a l l aactora of tha 

South Af r ican oconoay haa both crsatad tha 

need for a nan fora of e x p l o i t a b l e labour 

( e e a l - o k l l l e d * urbanleed* a t a b l a ) whi le a t 

tha oaae t l a a c rea t ing a aaaaivo unaaployaant 

problaa which thraatana tha s t a b i l i t y 

nacaaaary for c a p i t a l i a t production and 

reproduct ion. Tha new imperat ives of aonopoly 

c a p i t a l , aa w e l l ae tbc oeed t o aenage the 

or looo* c o n f l l c t e and eontrad ic t iona i t givaa 

r l e a t o f thua aet tha background to, and 

econoaic baala fo r , tha emergence of tha 

t o t a l a t ra tagy i n i t i a t i v e * 

2* Beood on the ohengee i n the econoaic 

e t ruoture b r i e f l y noted above ( l e the 

res t ruc tur ing of c e p i t a l ) l e a ohange i n 

the neture of doalnant olaea f o r a a t l o n * end 

the r e l a t i o n s h i p between the doainent claaeee 

end the e t a t e * The Nat iona l Party took power 

in 1949 on the beeie of a oleee ^ | l i e n c e -

f a r a e r e * white workers, snd en Afr ikaner 

pet ty bourgeoleie eocklng to t renofora 

I t s e l f in to a f u l l y developed c e p l t e l l a t 

c lass* Through the use of e t e t e power* and a 

spec i f i c sort of e t a t e in te rven t ion in the 

econoay* Afr ikaner c a p i t a l l a a wse developed 

end expendsdin the fo ra of both a tftete 

c e p i t e l i e t eector* aa w e l l aa a p r i v a t e 

A f r lkener c a p i t a l i a t aoctor ( inc lud ing 

a g r i c u l t u r e ) . 

The coalng of ega of Afr lkener c e p i t a l i n 

tha l a t e 1960a and e e r l y I970e l o g l o e l l y 

involved the u n i f i c a t i o n of ' t n g l l s h ' * 

'A f r i kaans* and ' f o r e i g n * aonopoly c a p i t a l i s t 

l n t e r o e t e * end the r e e u i t of t h i s prooeee l e 

cur ren t l y leading to a roconot j tu t lon of tha 

baeie of Notional Par ty and e t a t e power. The 

white working oleee l e increas ingly being 

dropped f roa i t e poe i t lon ee Junior partner 

I n the claee a l l l e n o e which holds e t e t e peweri 

having l o o t i t e iaportsneo aconoalcel ly 

( e k i l l o d * exponclve labour being replaced by 

prodoalnently black e a a i - o k i i l e d labour) , white 

workere ere in the proceee of loe lng t h e i r 

d i r e c t eceeee to e t a t e powarf whi te workers. 

where they e t l l l ex is t ae a force (eg a i n e e f 

bu i ld ing ) are being aa tg lno l loed (see for 

exaaple the recant whi te alnewcrfcere e t r i k e v 

and tha reeponee of both the e t e t e end c o p i t e l * 

both of which ehowed ocant regerd f o r white 

working oleee l n t e r e a t s i note eleo the h o e t l l e 

reeponee of the Confederet ion af Labour* 

repreeenting whi te worker ln te roe te * to the 

propoeale of the Wlchahn end Rlekert 

Coaaieolone)* Thle d e c l i n e in the power e f 

the whi te working oleee l e r e f l e c t e d in i t e 

ebeolute dec l ine in nuaboro (a l though the 

power of a oleee l e not Judged only on 

the e l za of i t e aeaberehip) i for exsaplo* i n 

1975 27 000 new white workere entered the 

labour asrket ee Job seekero, by 1979 t h l e 

f i g u r e had dropped to 11 000 , 

In much the eaae way, s a e l l * non­

productive* under—cepitallead farmere ( l e 

non—aonopoly e g r l c u l t u r a l production)* ae 

w e l l aa the t r e d i t i o n a l pet ty bourgeoisie 

( e a a l l t radere and tha l i k e ) are aleo being 

dropped f raa the a l l i a n c e which holde e t a t e 

power* aa both the Net ionel Perty end the 

e t e t e are reoonet l tuted on the baeie of 

bourgeoie power* (Ta eoae extent* the r i g h t 

wing ef tha Net ione l Party* Connie Holder*e 

par ty and the HUP can be seen ee f i g h t i n g 

t h i s t rend* in that they eabady white worker* 

e a a l l faraer end t r a d i t i o n a l pet ty bourgeoie 

l n t e r e o t o * The prooeee e f reconet i tu t lng 

the basis of party end e t a t e power l e being 

ree ls tad both w i t h i n end without the etete 

epparatuaeet par t Qf the ' t o t a l strategy* 

prograaae involves an a t taapt to underalne 

t h l e group's eceeee to e t e t e power through 

the c i v i l eorvlce* whi te t rade unlone* lower 

l e v e l e of the Broederbond* e t o ) * 

The t o t a l e t re tegy i n i t i a t i v e r e l e t e e to 

the changing baeie of the Net ione l Party ( f r o a 

e ' p o p u l i s t ' to a bourgeoie p e r t y ) * ee w e l l ee 

to the eaergenoe of aonopoly c e p i t e l i e t 

I n t e r e e t e ee doainent w i th in the e t a t e * T o t e l 

e t re tegy l e both a reeponee to thess chengee* 

ee w e l l ee e fec tor I n hsstenlng end . 

coneol ldet lng e new fo ra of a t a t e power* 

3 * T h i r d l y * t o t a l atretegy i s a response to 

the renewed i n i t i a t i v e s of ths doalnatsd 

c laeeeo . The 1976/77 urban end rura l r e b e l l l o n e 

end tha resu l tsn t inoraeee i n ths nuaber of 

ANC snd ( t o a leeser extent ) PAC r e c r u i t e * 

heve cula lneted i n en i n t e n e i f l c a t l o n of 
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p o l i t i c a l and m i l i t a r y c o n f l i c t w i t h i n 

South A f r l o a * Cngagomenta between SAP/SADF 

end g u e r l l l e f o r o o a f aebotage a t t a e k o * 

b o o b l n g e . e t t e c k e on p o i i c t a t a t l o n e and 

aymbol ic i n e t l t u t l o n e hove a l l i n c r e a a e d 

d r a m a t i c a l l y a i n e o t h a outbrmek o f t h « 

r a b a l l l o n I n Juno 1 9 7 6 . 

Q u i t o e x p l i c i t l y , t o t a l e t r e t e g y l a 

p a r t i a l l y a reeponeo o f t h a o t e t e t o t h a 

I n i t i a t i v e * and a c t l v l t i a a o f t h a dominated 

c l o a a o o i t h a M i l i t a r y hoe a r g u e d t h a t i t i e 

neoeaeery t o expend t h e beee o f peop le 

p r e p e r e d t o ' d e f e n d South A f r i c a a g a l n e t 

o t t m e k ' * end t h a t t h l e l n v o l v e e g i v i n g t h e * 

a> U t i k t I n t h e e x i e t i n g a y a t o m * . 

flagnue H e l e n hee e t e t e d t h e t e l l South 

A f r l c o n e muat be o f f e r e d e ' e e c u r e and 

p r o e p a r o u a f u t u r e 1 I f t h e count ry i e t o * 

w i t h s t a n d c r e v o l u t i o n a r y I n i t i a t i v e , He 

c l e l a o t h e t t h e w e t p o w e r f u l weapon o f South 

A f r i o m ' o ' e n o a i c a * i e t h e p e y e h o l o g l o a l 

c a e p a i g n a i e e d e t t u r n i n g b lack o p i n i o n 

e g e l n e t t h e c o u n t r y * e ' l o e d e r a ' . The m i l i t a r y 

a t r u g g l e i e i m p o r t a n t , b u t vhen t h e b o t t l e f o r 

t h e e e u l o f t h e p a p u l a t i o n l a l o e t t e v e r y t h i n g 

i e l o o t * 

" B u l l e t - k i l l b o d l e e , not b e l i e f e . I would 
l i k e t o remind you t h e t t h e P o r t u g u e e e 
d i d n o t l o e e t h e m i l i t a r y b a t t l e i n Angola 
and flocembiquOf but they l o a t t h e f a i t h 
and t r u a t o f t h a i n h e b i t e n t a of thoae 
o o u n t r l e e . The i n e u r g e n t f o r c e e have no 
hope of euoceae w i t h o u t t h e e l d of t h e 
l o c e l p o p u l a t i o n " . (Speech t o t h e 
I n e t l t u t e of Town G i e r k e , P r e t o r i a * 
D a i l y Newe 7 9 . 0 6 . 1 3 ) * 

C l e a r l y . t h e n f t o t a l e t r e t e g y l n v o l v e e 

en o t t i V f t t t o w in over ( c o - o p t ) t h e * h e e r t e 

and minda" of c e r t a i n p r e d o m i n a n t l y b l a c k 

• t r e t e o f e a c l e t y , h i t h e r o t o t e l l y exc luded 

f r o e eny o f t h e t r i u l n g o o f power end mmtmrlml 

b e n a f i t e a o c r u l n g t o t h e r u l i n g c l e e a e a . T h i a 

a t t e m p t l n v o l v e a t h e p e r o e l v e d need t o de fuae 

e r e e e i n which ' g r i e v o n c a a * , o p p t a e a l o n and 

e x p l o i t a t i o n render t h e dominated o l a a a e e 

l i k e l y t o aupport m i l i t a n t a n d / o r r e v o l u t i o n e r y 

a c t i v i t y * 

a * The ' t o t a l e t r e t e g y * a t e t e r a a t r u c t u r i n g 

p i c t u r e cannot be f u l l y undara tood w i t h o u t 

r e f e r e n c e t o t h a c h a n g i n g n a t u r e .of o l e e e 

fo rmmt ion emonget t h e d o e l n a t e d c l e e a e a o f 

e o c l e t y * An e x p l i c i t l y b l o c k c a p i t e l i a t e l a a e 

i e e n a r g i n g , g a t h e r e d around groupa I l k a 

JWirCOC. S lack Bank and o t h a r a l m i l e r 

i n e t i t u t i o n a . A l t h o u g h t h i a group i e v e r y 

H a l t e d i n terme o f e l z e . accaee t o c e p l t e l v 

employment o f l a b o u r * a t e * , t o t a l e t r e t e g y 

mime t o encourege end d e v e l o p t h e emergence 

of t h l e c l e e a f r a c t i o n i n i t e o t t e a p t e t o 

c r e e t e e a t r a t e of b l a c k a who w i l l have en 

i n t a r a a t I n t h e amlntcnmnco end r e p r o d u c t i o n 

o f c e p i t e l l e t r e l e t i o n e i n South A f r i c a . I t 

a h o u l d be noted t h e t t h e r e e r e two a a p e c t a t o 

t h l e p r o c e e e i t h e one l n v o l v e a t h e f o r m a t i o n 

o f e ' b l o c k * f r e c t l o n of t h e c a p i t a l i e t c l e e a . 

e e t t l n g up i t e own p r o d u c t i v e e n t e r p r i a e e p 

B o b l l i e i n g c a p l t o l , a t e , T h l e group hee e 

r a t h e r e m a i l a r e a i n which t o o p e r a t e , g i v e n 

t h e dominance of o l r e a d y - e x i e t i n g p r o d u c t i o n 

end d i s t r i b u t i o n i n South A f r i c a * However , 

i t e a t t e m p t e t o o r e e t e e beee f o r i t e e x l e t e n c e 

ae a c a p i t e l i a t c l a a e f r e c t l o n say l e a d i t 

towarde t h e Bantua tena e» a r a a a f o r p r o d u c t i v e 

i n v e e t m e n t . The o t h e r prong of t h e prooeee 

l n v o l v e e t h e i n c o r p o r a t i o n o f b l a c k a i n t o 

a l r e a d y - o x i ^ t l n o c a p i t e l i a t a t r u c t u r e e ae 

.monagerep a u p e r v i e o r e , d l r e c t o r e f e t c * Becauee 

t h i a doee not c o n f l i c t w i t h a a t a b l i a h e d 

o e p i t e l l e a , t h l e eocae t o be t h e a t r e t e g y 

Bora v i g o r o u a l y puraued t h a n t h a t o f 

G r e e t i n g e r e l a t i v e l y independent b lack 

c e p i t e l l e t f r e o t i o n * 

I n a d d i t i o n t o t h l a v t h e doeinanoe o f 

eonopoly c e p i t a l i a t p r o d u c t i o n p r o v i d a a t h e 

u t o r i a l c o n d i t i o n s f o r t h e eeergance o f e 

r e l a t i v e l y p r i v i l e g e d , e t e b l e urban work ing 

c l a a e a t t h e axpanaa o f t h e u n e e p l o y e d , 

a u b e l a t a n c e producere i n B a n t u a t a n a t m i g r a n t 

and c o n t r e c t workoro* t h e p e r a e n e n t l y 

m a r g i n e l i a e d , e t c . Ae C a r r y Rare* haa a r g u e d , 

i f one prong o f c e p l t e l / e t e t e p o l i c y 

" i t t h e o a t a b l l a h a e n t o f a e t e b l e . u r b e n -
baaed l a b o u r f o r c e , then t h e o t h e r prong 
i e t h e c o n t i n u a t i o n of r e l o c a t i o n end 
c o n t r o l o f t h o e a excluded ea mlgron te 
and uneeployed w i t h i n t h e r e a e r v e e . The 
i n e i d e r a a r e auppoaadly t o b a n e f l t from 
t h e 99—year l e a e a scheme, a eeaaura o f 
l o c e l autonomy, p o e e i b l y i e p r o v e d 
f e c i l l t l e e ( s p o t t i n g , e l e c t r i f i c a t i o n , 
h i g h e r e e l a r i e e e t c ) v end o t h e r f a v o u r a * 
For t h e ' o u t a i d e r a 1 t h e r e e r e none of 
t h e e e ' b e n e f l t o ' , b u t g r e e t a r c o n t r o l 
over B i g r e n o y * * * * a n d t h e uneeployed o r 
f u t u r e u n e a p l o y e d , l a r g e l y l o c a t e d I n 
t h e ' h o e e l a n d a ' * (South A f r i c a " Labour 
B u l l e t i n . 5 ( 4 ) November 1 9 7 9 i « 0 j * 

Ae w i t h t h e oeee o f t h e b l a c k o a p i t a l i e t o l e e e 

t o t a l e t r e t e g y o i a a t o encourege end deve lop 

t h e emergence o f t h l e f r e c t l o n o f t h e w o r k i n g 

c l e e e i n l t a a t t e m p t t o c r e a t e e o o - c a l l o d 

' m i d d l e c l e a a / l a b o u r a r i s t o c r a c y * ae a b u f f e r 

group e g e l n e t t h e e a p l r a t l o n a and l n l t l e t l v e e 

of t h e m a j o r i t y o f oppreaamd and e x p l o i t e d 

workera (employed end unemployed) , and r u r a l 

e u b a l a t e n c a d w e l l e r e * 

T o t e l e t r e t e g y thue l n v o l v e e both e 
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reeponee to p and development ofp changing 

Dlaaa formation emongat groupa who ara ' b l a c k * , 

eapftci i i l iy wi th tagard to aap i rant and ac tua l 

black o a p l t a l i a t a , urban workers wi th Sact ion 

10(1) ( a ) and ( b ) r igh to* unemployed workere, 

Migrant and contract vorkero* tha permanently 

aorglnol laedp and thoaa banlahad or contained 

w i t h i n tha Bantuotana* 

5. Tha f i n a l two dynemloe i a o l a t a d ara aomewhot 

loaa Important i n tha development of a t o t a l 

s t r a t e g y * Tha f l r o t of thoaa r e l e t e e to ver loua 

Waatarn and North American l n l t l a t i v o a in an 

attempt to *a tab i l ioe> both South and Southarn 

A f r l o a * and aacura tha region for tha 

oontlnuad operat ion of la rga m u l t i - n a t i o n a l 

oorporat lona and ' f o r e i g n * c a p i t a l * Conoarnad ; 

w i t h ganaral aoo ia l i n s t a b i l i t y , e t r i k e a * 

r i o t a and r a b a l l l o n a in South A f r l o a - a l l of 

which thraatan tha oon t inu i ty of production 

ao important I n tha currant phaaa of 

lmper ia l i em- tha major i m p e r i a l i s t powara 

hBva adoptad a po l ioy of praaaura and 

i n t a r v o n t l o n i n an attempt to 'modernise* 

tha proceeeee of production and reproduction 

i n South A f r i c a * Tha implementation of 'oodaa 

of conduct* f o r fora lgn companies oparat lng 

i n South A f r i c a , tha t h r a a t of ae leo t ivo 

aanctiona and tha l l k o ara a l l praaauraa on 

tha South Af r ican a t a t a and c a p i t a l which 

hava addad lmpetue to tha r a a t r u c t u r l n g 

aaaociatad wi th t o t a l e t re tegy* 

6* F i n a l l y , a changed balanoa of foroaa 

w i t h i n Southarn A f r i c a , wi th an lndapondant 

nooamblquo and Angolov tha P a t r l o t i o Front 

winning tha war ( i f not tha nagot ia t iona) 

I n Zimbabwe* and tha atrong SVAPD presence 

i n Namibia hava randered tha South Af r ican 

r u l i n g claaaaa aoaewhat more vulnarabla then 

they ware i n tha heyday of PortuQuoee 

colonial ism and Rhodesion UOI. Thaae fao tora 

hava a lao played t h e i r r o l e i n the var loua 

raaponaaa developed by c a p i t a l and tha a t a t a 

in an attempt to defuae end senega a o r l a i e -

r idden end a t r u o t u r e l l y e l t e r e d sooioty« 

"Tota l a t ra tegy i a p l l a e a t o t a l ooncept 
a t e l l l e v e l e of plenning and execution*1 , 
(flognue He len , Sunday Timoe 77 .03 *13 ) * 

Chronolog ica l ly , i f not conceptual ly , tha 

development of ' t o t a l e t re tegy* ahowa three 

d i e t i n c t but I n t e r - r e l e t o d phases* I n l t i e l l y 

e p a r a - m i l i t a r y not ion foreulatod by tha 

laaderahip of tha 5ADF, l t a atrongeat component 

r a l a t e d t o a ' t o t a l war* scenario* PV Botha's 

generala argued t h a t South A f r l o a faced e 

• t o t a l oneleught1 by forcea attempting to 

overthrow the eetabl iehed order* Thla 

• t o t a l oneleught* wee not exoluelve ly m i l i t a r y , 

but incorporated a number of operat ing faotore 

auch aa tha p o l i t i c a l p d ip lomat ic , aconomio, 

paycholog lee l , i d e o l o g i c a l , c u l t u r a l , aeaentio 

ea w e l l ee m i l i t a r y * According to lUgnue nalan v 

the on ly 'poaa ib le raaponae to e ' t o t a l war 

oneleught1 which eneurea a u r v i v a l l a the 

edoption of e ' t o t a l wer* atrategy by the 

s t a t e . Thla l a p l l e a tha i every e o t i v l t y of 

the e t e t e auat be aaen end underatood aa a 

funot ion of t o t a l war* Aa PW 8otha wrote in 

the 1977 tfhita Paper on Defence, 

"The proceaa of enauring and ae in te ln ing 
tha aovereignty of e s t a t e ' s a u t h o r i t y 
In a c o n f l i c t a i t u a t l o n hoe, through tha 
evolut ion of w e t f e r e t ah l f t ad from e 
pure ly a i l l t e r y t o an in tegrated 
n e t l o n e l act ion T H * reao lu t lon of a 
o o n f l i o t i n tha t laee i n which we now 
l i v e doaands interdependent and co-
ordinated ac t ion in a l l f l e l d a - a i l i t a r y t 

psychologies^ econoalcp p o l i t i c a l , 
soc io log ies1 , t echno log ica l , d l p l o a a t l c t 
i d e o l o g i c a l , o u l t u r a l e t c . * » « . ( M ) e a r e 
today Involved in a war****The s t r i v i n g 
for apac i f io e i *o * * * *muat be co-ordinated 
wi th e l l the aeena a v e i l e b l e t o the 
e t e t e * " 

At the t i a e of the f o r a u l e t l o n of the 

t o t a l war ecenar io, tha f r o n t a l et taok on 

tha South Af r ican a t a t a wee eeoele t lng* The 

1976-77 r e b e l l i o n wee a t i l l i n f u l l owing, and 

a i i l t a r y end p a r a m i l i t a r y a c t i v i t y by the 

dominant claeaea waa growing* Thla environaent 

gave a c a r t e l n a i l l t e r y end •war1 omphaala to 

tha i n i t i a l f o r a u l e t l o n of t o t e l e t r e t e g y . The 

reeponee wi th in tha e t e t e waa by no neons 

uniform* C o n f l i c t e between tha a i l l t e r y and 

other a t a t a apparatuaee fevoured by the than 

doelnent Vorater group appear to heve oocurad, 

and c e r t a i n National-Party—aupporting news-

papera warned againat eapecta of tha t o t a l 

e t re tegy programme* claiming that i t opened 

' the wey for e d ic ta torah ip f f wee a n t i ­

democratic, e to* 

However, the a i i l t a r y gained an enoraoue 

advantage over other tendanoiaa w i t h i n the 

e t e t e when the PV So tha group took over the 

aummlta of e t a t e power, d ieplec lng the V o r a t e r -

BGSS-information department ascendency* With 

tha d i s c r e d i t i n g , and u l t ima ta removal of 

both Vorater end Connie flulder, end the 

r e l a t e d decl ine in the a t a t a in f luence of 

BOSS, a vacuum in a t a t a power end atmta 

e t re tegy wee opened up, which the m i l i t a r y * 

l e d i n i t i a t i v e waa abla to move i n t o * T h l a , 

than, i e the .second phaaa In tha growth of 

t o t a l etretegy - the teke over of tha aummlta 

of e t e t e power by i t e edharento, end the 
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subsequent a l t e r a t i o n I n tha balance of forcoa 

wi th in tha a t a t a apparetueeo, 

Tha a b i l i t y of tha ' t o t a l e t retegy* group 

t o bagln In f luenc ing e t e t e power and operat ion 

a t a l l l e v e l s * ra ther than Just w i th in the 

SADf* allowed for the beglnnlnga of the t h i r d 

pheae of t o t e l etretegy development - the 

e x p l i c i t Incorporat ion of the oo-ca l lad 

' p r i v a t e sec tor ' * under t h e leederahlp o f 

monopoly c a p i t a l , I n t o the t o t a l a t ra tagy 

approach* 

I m p l i c i t l y * t o t a l a t ra tagy Incorporated 

a monopoly cap i ta l is t /economic growth 

I n i t i a t i v e from tha beglnnlnga of I t a 

fo rmula t ion . I t e proponent* argued that 

•b lacks ' had to be Incorporated I n t o a 

system of ' f r e e a n t a r p r i e e ' , whereby they 

would begin rece iv ing the ' b e n e f i t * 1 of that 

ayatem* end hence become committed to the 

defence of South A f r i c a * The pre-condi t ions 

for an e x p l i c i t ' a l l i a n c e * between monopoly 

c a p i t a l i s m and tha e t a t e under the umbrello 

of to t e l etretegy were there fro* early on, 
but ae long ae the Voreter Qroup held the 

re lna of government* t h l e wae d i f f i c u l t to 

develop. Vorater reeponded wi th greet h o a t l l l t y 

to Andrloo yeaeeneer'e book which c r l t l o l e e d 

the r e l e t l o n a h l p between e t a t e and economy, 

and short ly af tarwerde warned businessmen to 

'keep out of p o l i t i c o ' * The m i l i t a r y * on the 

other hand, had developed cloee contacta wi th 

eonopoly c a p i t e l . I n t e r a l i a in the f i e l d of 

t r a i end munitions ejanyfacture. an aree which 

beoaae c r u c i a l wi th the operat ion of an arma 

embargo agalnet the South Af r ican e t a t e * Thua* 
whi le the M i l i t a r y wing of the e t a t e continued 

I t e ettempte to forge e l l l a n c a e w i t h the 

representa t i ve * of eonopoly, t h i s proceea 

m 

could not be extended i n the other e t a t e 

apparatus*** 

Thle U n i t i n g fac tor waa removed wi th 

the eetebl iehaant of a r u l i n g a l l i t a r y pressncs 

w i t h i n the e t a t e . Ae ear ly ae December lg?7 a 

conference waa organised by the Nat iona l 

r.snagement and Development foundat ion (NunT) 

to which business*leaders* key meebare of 

SADF, and repreaenta t lvae o f t h e than 

uapartment of Lebour were i n v i t e d * The 

I n t e n t i o n of the conference wae t o enebla tha 

three groupa involved to underetand each 

o ther ' s neede* Held e t the Rend Afr ikaans 

Un lve re l t y (RAU), a l l delegates preaent ware 

made to elgn an undertoklng In toma of the 

O f f i c i a l Secrete Act* fo rb idd ing them to 

d iec loee c a r t e i n d e t a i l a of conference aasslons 

which were held in earners* The conference 

waa opened by Magnus ho len , and symbolical ly 

wae Jo in t ly chaired by len nacKenxle* chalrean 

of SUndard Sank* and Bejor -Gcnerel H e l l 

tfebster* Oefenoe D i r e c t o r of General Resourcoo* 

The incorporat ion of the repreaentat lvee 

of eonopoly c a p i t e l I n t o t o t a l atratagy 

developed* and w i t h i n a short per iod the 

l d e o l o g i c e l eymbole of t o t e l e t re tegy end 

general e t a t e terminology came t o include 

'econoelc growth1* ' q u a l i t y of l i f e 1 * end 

most impor tant ly , a commitment t o the ' f r e e 

e n t e r p r i e e system'# 

Ae Col de Rldder ergued, 

+a strong SAOF i s a guarantee for eound 

economio developeent in South A f r i c a ; 

+e aound econoay wi th e wel l -devslopsd 

l n f r a e t r u c t u r e guarenteea e etrong SADF, 

"The s h i f t i n g ef a s i g n i f i c a n t l y 
larger proport ion of the country's 
resourcee i n t o defence may not be 

p a r t i c u l a r l y good for the growth o f 
p r i ve te consumption i n the short term* 
Heavy ependlng on defence l e r e r e l y 
populer*wi th the publ ic* even i n 

wertlske Th le* howaver* can be 
regerded ee en ineurence pol ioy f o r long-
terej bane f l t e such ee eeour l ty * higher 
etandarde of l i v i n g and sbovs a l l , a 
guerantea for tha eyetem of f ree 
entarpr lse" (Pere tue , July 1979 i36-37 , 
s«phasls added)* 

• 

ko longer wee government warning businaas t o 

•keep out of p o l i t i c a ' i the new s e t t e r on the 

agendo involved the nature of co-operat ion 

between the e t a t e and the ' p r i v a t e aector ' 

(eonopoly c a p i t e l ) . Or Schalk van dar nerwe* 

n i n i a t a r of lnduat r lee* Commerce and Consumer 

A f f a i r e recent ly spe l t out the way he saw the 

r e l e t l o n a h l p between the government end the 

' p r i v e t e s e c t o r * . Thia involvedi 

+ooneul te t ion and co-operat ion In oohioving 

coeaon nat iona l ob jec t lvee i 

• H a l t i n g s t a t e involvement in economio 

e o t l v l t l e e t o e l e v e l more reconci lab le w i t h 

e ' f r e e enterpr iee eoonoey'i 

• g r e a t e r ' p r i v e t e eeotor ' r e s p o n s i b i l i t y in 

shaping* adapting and maintaining the eoc io -

econoaio environment* (NDftF conference. 

RON 79*10 .04 ) * 

The chronological development of t o t e l 

e t re tegy c l e a r l y ahowe the manner in which i t 

wae i n i t i a l l y formuleted ae e p a r a - m l l l t a r y 

not ion ( t o t a l w a r ) | how th ia not ion waa 

extended to e l l a t a t a apperatueeo wi th the 

emergence of e a l l i t a r y dominance w i t h i n 

the e t e t e i and the l o g l c e l extent lon of t o t e l 

e t re tegy elmed a t incorporat ing a more then 

eeger monopoly c a p i t e l i e t i n t e r e s t , Theee 

^ r e l e t e d proceesee heve both r e f l e c t e d * end 

hastened, the res t ruc tur ing of r e l a t i o n e 
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between and w i t h i n a t a t a opporotuaeo, and 

between a t a t a and c c p l t e l t 

» nuaber of a t a t a and p a t a - e t e t e l bodiaa 

have c l e a r l y baan gianted an increasing 

iapor tanot i n ordar to ba abla to implement 

aapacta of a t a t a r e e t r u c t u r l n g . Tour of 

thaaa ara worth g iv ing t p p c l a l aention t o t 

although thara ere other important a t a t a 

apparatuaaa involved in developing ereat of 

" t o t a l s t ra tegy ' operat ion^ ag tha Depatteenta 

of Co-operation and Development* and nanpcwer* 

a ) * Tha meet obvioue a t a t a epparetuo which 

holda pr ide of placa in tha t o t a l o t re tegy 

programme la tha SAQr. S u f f i c i e n t exeapleo 

hove a l ready baan glvan of t h a ro le of tha 

a l l i t e r y I n tho formulat ion of tha plant l t a 

Implementat ion tho a p a c l a l p e t i t i o n of tho 

a l l i t e r y i n tha a t a t a . l t a aa r ly an e x p l i c i t 

ettompto a t forming an a l l i a n c o wi th aonopoly 

o a p l t a l f f a te * I t ahould alao ba noted that in 

auoh tho eeee way aa tha o ld Bureau of S ta te 

Secur i ty (BOSS) held e unique poa i t lon in 

the Vereter government, ao the a l l l t e r y and 

Department of flilitery I n t e l l i g e n c e (Df l l ) 

now p ley a o i a i l a r r o l e v i e - a - v l e the Botha 

adwln ie t re t ion f the once oaniproeont Hondrik 

von den Bergh hee now been replaced by the 

a l l i t e r y leader . Hagnue Relent the Prime 

R l n i e t e r himself contlnuea t o hold the Defence 

p o r t f o l i o ! and whi le i t l a not c lear whether 

t h e eppointaent of en obecuro 31 year -o ld ors 

ecadeaic to head 00N5 (p rev ious ly B0SSt end 

Juat renamed Nat iona l I n t e l l i g e n c e Serv ice) 

lnvolvea a laeeenlng of t h e t deportaent 'e 

i n f l u e n c e , i t c e r t a i n l y doee imply a greater 

' • l l i t a r y presence" w i t h i n DONS/XIS ( N i e l 

* 

Barnard l e in Many waya a e i l l t e r y academic ae 

both h ie published wr i t lnga and l inkage to 

r r a a State Coemend euggost. He waa apparently 

personal ly ohoeen by Ptf Bothe to head DONS)* 

k>). The Human Sclanoae Research Council (HSRC) 

alao appaara to hold on l apor ten t p e t i t i o n 

w i t h i n the " t o t a l na t iona l o t r e t e g y " . 

S p e c i f l o e l l y . s ingled out by Hegnue Helen 

( together wi th Araacor and CSIR) at an 

organlaat lon which ahould be tnco«peeeed by 

t o t a l atretegy {Sunday Tribune 7 7 . 0 9 . 1 1 ) . i t 

waa alao represented a t the 1977 Nat ional 

Management and Developeent foundat ion 

conference attended by tha SADFt buelneee end 

Labour Oepertaont (eee above) . There e Rr S3 

Terblancha of HSRC waa reported to have 

looked at a l l i t e r y requirements egelnet en 

analye ie of manpower trende i n South A f r i c a 

(Star 7 7 * 1 1 * 2 5 ) . 

During 1978 the HSRC convened a conference 

of the mejor l i t e r a c y organ laa t lont operet lng 

i n South A f r i c a , and at t h i e meeting held e t 

RAU, the baaie for co-ord inat ion of l l t e r e c y 

work i n terae of e "not ional plan" wee l a i d . 

Since then , HSRC haa attempted to monitor the 

work done by verioue l i t e r a c y groupep no 

doubt in order to be eble t o detera ina end 

leplement "nat ional p r i o r i t l o e " for l l t e r e o y 

and adul t education i n South A f r i c a . 

Hore recent ly ( A p r i l 1979) the Ceblnet 

took a raeo lu t ion empowering the HSRC to 

f o r a u l e t a a 'No t iona l Plan for Reaearoh i n 

the Huaan Sclencee" (NPRHS), which l a c lea r ly 

and e x p l i c i t l y an attempt to incorporate the 

f i e l d of poat-greduate taeearcb i n t o the area 

of t o t a l atretegy# 

o ) . At preeentv tha South A f r l c e n etete 

involves one-of the most complex admin is t ra t ive 

eyateae i n the wor lde. I t incorporatea 2 000 

s ta tutory bofliea, and employe 40* of the whi te 

male populat ion ( S t a r 7 9 . 0 7 . 1 1 ) . Over the 

paet few years, the abaolute nuabere employed 

by the e t a t e hava cont inua l ly increased, 

r i e l n g froa 295 493 in 1976 to 310 539 in 1977 

(ROD 7 8 . 0 3 . 3 0 ) . I t wee i n th la context t h e t 

the Ceblnet announced l t a i n t e n t i o n to 

• t r a a a l i n e publ ic administrat ion^ d r e e t l t a l l y 

out down on the nuaber of a t a t a departments 

( f r o a 40 to 18) end c e n t r a l i a e and r a t l o n e l i e e 

the e t e t e bureaucracy* 

Thla in l t a a l f waa not a aurpr ie lng move, 

given the unwieldy end of ten c o n t r t d i o t o f y 

operet lon of the varioua e t a t e opperc tuoM. 

What l a of i n t e r e e t i a the aennar in whifth 

t h l a e t reaa l in ing of a t e t e a d a i n l e t r e t l o n 

w i l l al low a fa r greater c e n t r e l l e a t l o n of 

a t e t e powerf ee w e l l ee enabl ing the placement 

of ' t o t a l a t retegy* proponente and aupportore 

i n a nuaber of e t re teg io areaa cur ren t ly 

doainated by other i n t e r e s t s * 

A number of e t e t e deper teente , ae w a l l 

ee eoae of the numerous e ta tutory bodiaa 

e x i e t l n g wi th in the o v e r e l l e ta te apperatue 

aabody and rapraaent tha i n t a r e e t e of thpee 

olaoeee or oleaa f rec t lone whieh ere looping 

t h e i r p r i v i l e g e d poe l t lon w i t h i n the e t e t e , l a 

wh i te workere, e a o l l fermore, competi t ive 

c a p i t a l , e t o . Pert of the ree t ruc tur ing of 

e t e t e power ( t o t a l e t re tegy ) lnvolvee the 

underaining end removal of theee i n t e r e e t a 

f roa t h e i r doalnence w i t h i n c e r t a i n epparetueeo. 

The epec i f l c body choeen to iapleaef l t 

t h i e p e r t i o u l a r aspect of e t a t e r e e t r u c t u r i n g 

i e the Publlo Service Commission under the 

cheiraenahip of Dr PS Rautenbech. The p o t e n t l e l 
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power to res t ruc ture tha f o r * of s t a t e which 

t h i a body haa baan a l loca ted l a indicated by 

l t a araa f o r i n v e s t i g a t i o n - a l l eteto 

departments, 1 000 agendas and commissions, 

1 950 lava and 16 000 proclamations ara to ba 

examined by Dr fleutenbach*e 21-man commission. 

Of nota l a tha faot that tha Public 

Service CoAmiaaion raoant ly agreed to 

inoorporata senior representat lvae of Monopoly 

o a p l t a l i n l t a ganaral d e l i b e r a t i o n s . Oick 

Goss, chairman of South A f r i c a n 8rawatlaaf 

j j n van dor Hore t , chair of SA ftutual, and 

Jim da V i l l i e r e , chair of Ganaral n in lng ara 

thraa of tha monopoly rapraaantat lvaa involved 

I n t h i a * whila th la l a portrayed at a technical 

dac ia lon ( l a to Improve e f f i c i e n c y , increaaa 

co -ord ina t ion between ' p r i v a t e ' end ' p u b l i c 1 

eactor a c t i v i t y ) * * tha decleion ca r r i es wi th 
i t very epac i f io aoc ia l connotat ions, i e the 

growing repreeenta t ion of monopoly c a p i t a l 

a t the core of e t a t e power* 

Tha recent ly announced ' e t r e a m l l n i n g ' of 

a t e t e departments, whereby Government Oeper t -

mante were reduced from 39 to 2 2 , l e the f l r e t 

meni fee taUon of the Publ lo Service 

Commlocion*e i n v s s t l g e t l o n e . 

d ) . At the very centre of the new form of 

a t e t e power emerging around the t o t a l etrategy 

i n i t i a t i v e i e tha Not ional Secur i ty Council 

(NSC). I n the 1977 Defence Uhi te t aper , i t 

wee eteted that th ia body wae formed to co­

ord ina te ac t ion-p lanning on a u n i f i e d b a a l a . 

I n t e r a l i a , i t funct ione to 

•adv iae the government regarding the 
formulat ion of n a t i o n a l po l i cy and 
etretagy i n connection wi th the aecur i ty 
of the Republ ic , the menner in which t h l e 
pol icy or e t ra tegy muet ba cer r led o u t , 
and a pol icy to combat any P a r t i c u l a r 

threat agelnet the aecur i ty of tha 
R e p u b l i c . * • • • • . 
The aspects of n a t i o n a l aecur i ty which 
require e t t e n t i o n . . . . e r e the f o l l o w i n g ! 
- P o l l t i o e l ect ion 
- A i l l t m r y / p a r e - a l l i t a r y ac t ion 
-Economic ac t ion 
-Peychological ac t ion 
—Scient i f ic and technological act ion 
- f t e l i g i o u e - c u l t u r e l act ion 
-nanoower eervicea 
- I n t e l l i g e n c e eervlcee 
-Secur i t y eervlcee 
-Not iona l euppl laa , reaourcee and 

production eervlcee 
—Tremport and d i e t r i b u t l o n aervioea 
f i n a n c i a l eervicaa 
-Community eervlcee 
-Tele-communication eervlcee1* ( 1 9 7 7 I S ) . 

The H5C, ae can be geuged from the e l l -

l n c l u e l u e l l e t of U o ereae of i n t e r o o t . 

atmnde mt thm centre of etetm power. The 

Cabinet hee 4 ac tua l committees, ( I n t e r n a l 

A f f a i r e , 5ocia l A f f e i r e , Economic A f f e i r e , 

r inmnc ia l A f f a i r e ) * ee w a l l ee the NSC which 

operetaa both aa a Cabinet committee end e 

eecur l ty c o u n c i l . The current compoaition of 

the NSC i e revea l ing i the p o l i t l c e l leedere of 

' t o t a l e t ra tegy 1 (Panie Botha, PU Botha, Plk 

eothm, Alwyn Schlmbuech, Louie l e Grenge, P i e t 

Koornhof end Chrie Keunle ) | tha heed of DONS, 

the ch ie f of the SOAF, the eecratery for 

fore ign a f f a i r e , eecretmry for Just ice, 

commleeioner of p o l i c e , aa w e l l ee the 

chairman of each of tha other Ceblnat 

committees. 

General AJ van Oeventer i e eecretary ta 

the NSC, cheirmen of thm NSC's working group, 

• end eervee on e l l other Cabinet Committee 

working groupe. A s im i la r person holding a 

poa i t ion of c a n t r a l l t y l a tha aecretery to 

the Deportment of the Prima M i n i s t e r , X 

du P l e e e l e , who l a a member of the 5 t e t e 

Securi ty Counci l , Secretary to the Cebinet , 

and on a l l the working groupe of the 

Cebinet Committeea. 

A h i g h l y - c e n t r a l i a e d power group haa 

thus been formed wi th in the 'execut ive* 

wing of the e t e t e , wie ld ing enormoua power 

to ree t ruc ture and d i r e c t events and dynamlca* 

The NSC, o r i g i n a l l y dominated by the BOSS 

perepeot lve , haa gradual ly been inf luenced by 

the m i l i t a r y / t o t a l etretegy I n i t i a t i v e , ae i e 

ind ice ted by i t e pereonnel . 

The operetione and inf luenoe of t h l e 

power-cl ique ara ehrouded in •ami-aacracy, 

and d e t a i l e ere obacuret what i a c lear i e 

t h e t the fo rmula t ion . Implementation and 

admln ia t re t ion o f e t o t a l e t ra tegy i a l a r g e l y 

located wi th in t h i e nexus of pouter. 

I n the i n t s r e e t a of b r e v i t y , de ta i l ed 

l n f o r o a t i o n on the manifeetet ione of v t o t e l 

e t r e t e g y ' / e t a t e reet ructur ing w i l l be 

excluded from t h l e e r t l c l m . However, e 

t e n t a t i v e end incompiate l l e t of imoortent 

ereas of reet ructur ing i a de te l l ed below. 

While I t l e not auggeeted thet every one of 

theee araee con be d i r e o t l y a t t r i b u t e d to e 
" t o t a l e t ra tegy 1 i n l t i e t i v e , they do a l l 

ind ica te eomething cbout a tata r e e t r u c t u r i n g , 

the ettempt to reconst i tu te the beeie of the 

Not ional Party end the a t e t e , changing claaa 

r e l a t i o n e , e tc . 

a ) , the reporte o f , and l e g i e l e t i o n f lowing 

from, the Uflehehn and Rlekert Commissions ere 

qu i te c ruc ia l i n tha at tenpte to encourage a 

black 'middle c l a e e 1 , p r i v i l e g e d sectors of 

urban workore, contro l of the unemployed end 

mergine l ieed, end contro l of working cleee 
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organisat ions lik& trad* unionef 

b)« the a c t i v e lnvolvamant of tha SADF in 

development, community and educational 

programmee e t c . , with tha i n t a n t i o n of 

'winning tha heart* end minde of tha 

people*• Thia l e p a r t i c u l a r l y prevalent in 

rural oreae* 

c ) . ' q u a l i t y of l i f e In bleck urban areae / 

Urban foundation/houaing achemee'and tha 

a c t l v i t i e e around these eraae play an 

important r o l e in widening the urban/rural 

d i s t i n c t i o n , oreet lng p r i v i l i g e for e 

smel l e t r a U of workere, a t e . See* for 

oxemple, Loui* Kive'e Graater Soweto Committee! 

d)« the o o n e t e l l a t l o n of e t e t e a po l loy i 

a ) , the ven der wait Commieeion currently 

looking at the queet ion of Bantuetan borders 

and land o o n e o l i d e t i o n j 

f ) . The ftabie Comrnleoion looking a t the 

form securi ty l e g i s l a t i o n ehould take* 

g ) . Tha Schlebueoh Commiiaion looking at 

ques t ions of new c o n s t i t u t i o n s 1 proposa ls ; 

h ) . The Steyn Commission on Defence, Po l i ce 

end eeouri ty reporting* 

Also importent to note eOd probe l e the 

manner in which a ' f ree antarpr iea ' ideo logy 

i e mobilised wi th in to ta l s t r a t e g y , end the 

veriouo reoponsee of oppoe i t lon groupa end 

organiaat ione to t o t a l s trategy l n l t i e t i v e e . 

In the changed end chenglng circumstances of 

contemporary South Afr i ca , previouely 

progreeelve organiaet iona and e c t i v i t l e e run 

t h i e riek of beirjg co-opted i n t o t e i e t ra tegy , 

e i t h e r coneciouely^ or unconsciously , unlaea 

programoee, p o l i c i e s end a c t i v i t i e s ere 

a s se s sed i n a new l i g h t * 

F i n a l l y , i t i e e l s o importent to begin 

developing e f u l l e r c r i t i q u e of the t o t a l 

e tre tegy i n i t i a t i v e . Obviously* i t i a 

profoundly ant i -democrat ic , tande to 

c e n t r e l i e e power to en even greater extent 

than before , end i a repreeentat lva of nerrow 

e e c t l o n a l i n t e r e e t e ( d e e p l t e the fac t that 

i t portraye i t s e l f ae being in e general 

nat ione l i n t e r e e t ) * t q u e l l y obvious ly , i t l a 

an attempt to manege end contain c o n f l i c t , 

rather than reeo lv ing i t a t i t s r o o t s , 

But e f u l l e r aeaeeemont of * to ta l e t ra tegy ' 

remeino to be made - tha way in which i t ia 

r e c o n e t l t u t i n g c e r t a i n r e l e t l o n e i n South 

A f r l o e , end whet t h i e aeene for conetruct ive 

and progreee lve e c t l v l t y in e changing c o n t e x t ; 

fr^onn ttoss. 

LABOUR ACTION 
-

FORD 
BBHBIIBBB8 

Til l MOT 
• * 

THE eeatarn Cepe nee become the centre of 

genere l i eed labour d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n end act ion. 

Ae i t hee eo of ten been during tha etormy 

hietory of conquest and dominetidn i n South 

Africa* nat ional end Internat iona l a t t e n t i o n 

i e once note focueetd on t h i e er*a. 

Some coaatentetore hevo auggaated that 

while the Ourban e t r i k e e of 1973 ae t the 

pettern for tbe 1970s, the e tr lkae in the 

eaetern Cape have s e t the scene for the 

1900a. However, e more ueeful cpmperleon 

might be with the e e r l i e r e t r i k e * of the 70e, 

namely thoaa i n Namibia during 1071-2. 

Tha Nemlblen e tr ike wee d i r e c t l y re la ted 

to an l eeue that could not s t r i c t l y be c e l l e d 

e 'point of production* i eeue , but rather 

re lated to the worker i n s o c i e t y i eubject 

to e number of r a e t r i c t i o n e — not a l l of 

these d i r e c t l y economic, but a l l a e e e n t i a l 
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to the maintenence of c e r t a i n economic 

re la t ions of e x p l o i t a t i o n . 

The a t t i r e in Namibia wee t r iggered o f f 

by the 'Boer ' de Wet's suggestion that contract 

labour woe not sieve lebaur (Jennie de Uet 

wee at the time Commiaaioner for the Native 

People of SUA. At preaent he i a more in the 

newe i n connection with I l l e g a l hunting 

e c t i v i t l e e , or reporte thereof , than wi th 

labour a c t i o n ) * 

The Ford e t r i k e has, s i m i i s r l y , been 

ce l l ed a p o l i t i c a l s t r i k e , ee many of the 

ieauee are not wege issues, and/or a community 

based group has bocome involved In the act ion 

taken by the ford workere. Uhl le r e j e c t i n g 

the narrowness of euch a d e f i n i t i o n of whet 

conet i tu tea 'po in t of product ion' ieauee 

(and the impl ica t ions of auch a d e f i n i t i o n 

Tor working claea s t r a t e g y ) , th is doee not 

mean that one cennot examine the unique 

elements and d i rec t ion of the ect ion taken 

by the workere at Ford* Thle caae ra ieee 

many pointa and probleme t h e t face the 

working claea and other dominated claasea 

in South A f r i c a , 

The Nmmiblen end eaatern Cape e t r i k e a 

have enother point I n common, v iz t h a t they 

lee ted for longer than most s t r i k e ac t ion by 

workers i n aouthem A f r i c a . I n Namibia workere 

were out for eeveral weeks t and had in f a c t 

returned to t h e i r homee i n Ovambo. Ford1e 

l e t e e t problem s ta r ted at the end of October 

end heve e t i i l not been completely reeolved, 

without wishing to force e i n i l a r i t i e s we cen 

eay t h a t both became community ieauee i n a 

way that the Durban str ikoe^never d i d . In 

Durban i n 1973 the workere struck in the main 

over wage iaouoa* the s t r i k e r s stayed outside 

the f a c t o r i e s , and the average durat ion was 

only a few deya - e a t r i k e in the t e x t i l e 

induetry of 7 daya deserved spec ia l mention 

ea an except iona l ly long a t r i k e in the eurvey 

of the a t r l k a a by the H E , In f e e t , the 

Durban s t r i k e r s did not heed a c a l l to 

boycott pub l ic t r a n s p o r t , i n order to get 

to the fac toMee and continue the s t r i k e s * 

In Namibia the workere returned to t h e i r 

homes i n rure l Ovambo end d i d , t h e r e f o r e , have 

access to some a g r i c u l t u r a l product ion. I n 

both the F e t t i ' s and Honi 'a s t r i k e and the 

Ford a c t i o n , tha workere' demands end organ i ­

sat ion and appeels for s o l i d a r i t y were taken 

in to the community - i n the former case by 

the union Involved and by the var loue support 

groups, and in the l e t t e r becauee the organ-

i a e t i o n repreeenting the workere (PEBCO) 

i e a community organ isa t ion , having i t s roota 

i n reeidente* concerns ra ther then thoee of 

the workplace (although t h i s would appear to 

be an a r t i f i c i a l d i s t i n c t i o n i n the myee of 

most of the p a r t i c i p a n t a ) , 

Uhet I have done in t h l e iaeue of tfork 

in Progress i a to provide a b r i e f chronology 

of the main events during the e t r i k e a . What 

i s now neceeeary I s f o r someone to w r i t e an 

a r t i c l e to evaluate the meny isauea raised 

by the evente in the eaatern Cape* and to 

answer some of the questions t h a t thoaa 

evente pose for working claee organisat ion 

and a c t i v i t y during the 1960s in the 5outh 

Af r ican aoc ie l format ion. 

Some of theae ieauee have elready bson 

mentioned end diecuaaed in previous issues of 

york in Progress, and others are unique to 

the eaatern Cape eventaa 

- the moat obvious dynamic wi th in the working 

claas aa manifested in the Ford issue , wee the 

teneion between the UAV ( the non-rogie tored, 

elthough management recognised trede union) 

end the NUflARw ( r e g i s t e r e d union) on the 

one hand, and tha varioua reaidente* groups 

under PE8C0, on the o ther . Only the r i g h t -

wing ' labour 1 reporter of the S t a r , of a l l 

commentatora, had unqua l i f ied praise f o r the 

r o l e of the union. The tension between these 

organisat ions raisos the problem of the 

r e l a t i o n s h i p between community and workplace 

mat tere . Seeing i t ae a problem i e not to 

deny the primary importance of production 

r e l a t e d issues, nor i e i t an acceptance 

thet working claee ieeues are point of 

production isauee and that a l l e lee i s 

' p o l i t i c s 1 ! 
m the previous funct ion of the union and the 

l l e i e o n committee through which the union 

eaid that i t had funct ioned, needs to be 

exemined. Few unione ere w i l l i n g to be 

eseocieted wi th even the s l i g h t l y pre fereb le 

works committees under the l e g i a l a t e d 

i n d u e t r i e l r e l a t i o n e eyetem in South A f r i ca * 

Why did t h i s union then work through the 

l i a l e o n committee f leading to an admitted 

breakdown of communication wi th workere?| 

— were other d iv is ions wi th in the working 

claea exp lo i ted by menagement (ea they obvious­

l y did wi th the community-union s p l i t ) . Here 

the onee thet come to mind immediately are 

thoee between the employed and the unemployed 

(workere l i n e d up outeide the factory to take 

the jobs of the s t r i k e r s ) , and between the 

' r a c i a l groupe' w i t h i n the working claas 

( i t waa eaid that very few of the people 

w i l l i n g to take the jobs of the s t r i k e r e 

1 were a f r i c e n s ) ; 
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- a point that atanda out a f t e r a pre l iminary 

raading of reports on a t r i k a a during the peat 

yeer i a t h a t workere are e t i l l w i l l i n g to 

e t r i k e and to lose Jobs over weoo issues, 

daspita the f a c t t h a t unemployment •tends at 

m i l l i o n s * Alao t h a t workers succeed i n these 

demands i n some ca tee , and loee out hopeleaely 

in o t h e r s . A systematic enalyele of the 

varioua lnatencea would probably ahow that 

theee a t r i k e e end t h e i r euccaaa or leek of 

succeea r e l e t a e to several f a t o r s v such as 

the l o c a t i o n of the raearve army of lebour 

( i n many caeae located in the bantuetena t 

auey from the points of product ion) ; the 

s e l e c t i v e neture of the funct ion of the indue-

t r i a l reearve army (a factory cannot replace 

a k i l l e d workere wi th unsk i l l ed workare); 

s o l i d a r i t y on the bseia or class or 

community wi th the workere who era on s t r i k e 

and a consequent unwil l ingness to take the 

Jobe of thoea who are on s t r i k e i 

* I d e o l o g i c a l cleee etruggle hae not bean 

analysed a a t l a f e c t o r i l y at a l l . There i 4 

no theory of such struggle that has been 

appl ied to an analysis of the r e l a t i o n s h i p 

between black consciousness and elements of 

e working claee et ructurad ideology. Such 

analyais i s of c r u c i a l importance to the po in t 

mentioned ebovev v i z t h e t of the conf l ic t * , et 

t h i a t ime* between brads uniona end community 

organisat ional 

— the s t r i k e at fo rd haa once mora underl ined 

the lnedequacy of the so -ca l l ed Codea of 

Conduct (see box) , but also the r e j e c t i o n by 

the working class of t h i s attempt to contain 

struggle w i th in ths l i m i t s ss defined by 

i n t e r n s t l o n e l c a p i t e l i 

- the s t ra tegies fol lowed by ford end by the 

other f i rma during the apetB of a t r i k e e i n 

Port E l i zabeth neede to be examined very 

c a r e f u l l y * How did they pley groups of f 

sgeinst each other? Uhy were the workers 

working overtime whi le the f e c t o r i e e were 

opersting on a four day week? Uhet wee the 

neture of cooperetion between ford (end the 

other f i rms) and the state (eapec ie l l y the 

po l ice )? How wee the i n t e r n s t l o n e l dimension 

of the c o n f l i c t u t i l i e e d by Ford wi th the 

help of flinieter af fore ign A f f a i r s , Pik 

Botha?; e t c . 

These ere e few of the questions thet need 

to be answered and discussad. 

Pebco 
ON ths 23rd September, 1979, e Soweto Civic 

Aesociet ion wss formed during e conference 

ce l l ed by the Committee of Ten (on the l e t t e r 

see tfl£ 1 0 ) . The Committee of Ten would form 

the SCA's in te r im executive u n t i l e lect ions 

are heldf end 33 branches ware envisaged 

throughout Soweto. fleny brenches have since 

been formed on the Reef . 

I t was Intended thet the 5CA would take 

up loce l community ieeuee. Since then the SCA 

and brenches heve reeponded end taken the 

lead in euch mettere aa the recent bue d isas ­

t e r bus fare increesee* rent increases end 

the boycott of proposed community counci l 

e lec t ione* 

Leee than a month a f t e r the formation 

of the SCA, in mid-October* e s im i la r o r g e n i -

eation was formed in Port E l i zabeth - the 

Port E l i zabeth Block C iv ic Association (aoon 

to be changed to Organisat ion) - PEBCO. At 

the formstion mssting strong opposit ion wss 

expressed te community counci ls , aa they wore 

said to rapreeont attempta to l ink a f r icana in 

urban ereee to the 'homelands* eyetem, while 

the poe i t ion of PE9C0 was tnet ' ( w ) a are 

bone f i d s rssidents of South Af r ice end we ere 

prepered to die in South A f r i c a * . 

Other leaues that were to be taken up 

by PE9C0 would be r e n t , bus fare or service 

chorge increeses, n r i d ownership of housee -

the laet mentioned lesue being the one 

receiv ing moot p u b l i c i t y in the report on the 

formstion of PE3C0 (Ten Sogonl, s teer ing comm­

i t t e e member elong wi th 'p ro fess ions! and 

bueineeeman drawn from a l l the townships1t 

ce l l ed f o r ' f reeho ld lend tenure end proper 

t i t l e deeds1 )* 

At th ia meeting, ce l led by the Zwide end 

Kweford Residents' Aeeociat iona, Thozamile 

Botha wss e lected chairpereon. Botha had 

been e student at Fort Hare u n t i l the 

unreet there in 197? brought an end to 

hie u n i v e t e i t y cereer e f t e r two years. 

He then Uught at Kwazekhele High School, 

kfhile e teacher he formed the Aeaociation 

for Science end Technology to ra lae money for 

laborator ies in the townehlpe. 

When more then 400 pupi ls were er reeted 

during the unreet in the eeatern Cepe in the 

wake of the Soweto revo l t of 1976, Botha 

e te r ted a fundralsing cempeign for t h e i r 

defence. He wea then detelned with othere 

and f i n a l l y charged wi th ' i n c i t e m e n t ' because 

of remarks eaid to have been aedo at a fund 

rs la lng concert . Five of the alx s t a t e 

witnessee were subsequently charged wi th 

perjury - « H esid thet they hefl been forced 
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t o make s t a t e m e n t s a g a l n a t t h a i r w i l l a f t e r 

p o l i c a i n t e r r o g e t i o n * Ona of t h e e * paop la 

d i a d i n p o l i c a cus tody . 

Botha v a t a c q u l t a d . 

Aa c h a i r p e r s o n or tha Zwids Re ja idents 1 

A s s o c i a t i o n ha l a d a d e l a g a t i o n t o tha admin ­

i s t r a t i o n board f o r P o r t E l i z a b e t h (ECA8) t o 

p r o t a a t a g a i n s t a l a c t r i c a l eub-e fcat ione t h a t 

were b e i n g b u i l t i n t h a v a r y a m a l l apaca 

between t h a townehip houeoe* 

I t was a t a r e p o r t - b a c k m a s t i n g , empty-

handed, t h a t i t was suggaeted t h a t an 

u m b r e l l a o r g a n i s a t i o n ba formad i n P o r t 

E l i z a b e t h and f o r t h a e e e t e r n Cape* r h i a 

o r g a n i s a t i o n l a PEBCO. 

Botha had i n t h a meantime been employed 

by t h a f o r d Rotor Company» t h a m u l t i n a t i o n a l 

t h a t ao much d o m i n a t e s , through i t s employ-

mant and p r o x i m i t y * t h a townsh ips . 

From t h a s t a r t PC8C0 ( w i t h branchas i n 

P o r t E l i z a b e t h , Quaanstown, and U l t a n h a g a by 

a a r l y November, 1 9 7 9 ) uaa a u b j a c t t o p o l i c a 

a t t a n t i o n and a l l e g e d employer v i c t i m i s a t i o n * 

A f i l i n g d a r k w i t h B a r c l a y s Bank who was a lso 

g a n a r a l a a c r a t a r y o f t h a Z u i d a R a a i d a n t a 1 

A s s o c i a t i o n , D flayi was d i s m i s s e d f rom h i s 

j o b i n O c t o b e r . Botha was g i v e n on u l t i m a t u m 

by f o r d ( a a a be low) t o chooae between h i a 

Job and h i a invo lvement i n t h a c i v i c a s s o c i a ­

t i o n . B o t h a , flay and Barney Pauloa ( o f t h e 

Kwanobuhle R a a i d a n t a 1 A s s o c i a t i o n ) had a l l 

been taken i n f o r q u e s t i o n i n g by t h a p o l i c a . 

Sy mid-November PEBCO waa c a l l i n g mee t ings 

t h a t were a t t e n d e d by up t o 10 GOO peop le I n 

P o r t E l i z a b e t h * w h i l e e e v e r a l thoueand would 

come t o r a l l i e s I n U i t e n h a g e * Botha waa 

p l a n n i n g t o e x t e n d t o moat o f t h e e a a t e r n 

Cape* Ha waa c a l l i n g f o r f u l l c i t i z a n a h i p 

r i g h t s f o r a l l a f r i c e n a w i t h i n 5outh A f r i c a p 

w h i l e s a y i n g t h a t U a l a o n n e n d e l e and h i a 

c o l l o a g u a a on Robban l a l a n d ' w e r e t h a r i g h t 

l e a d e r s to n e g o t i e t e f o r tha b lack man's 

f r e e d o m 1 . 

Or flotlana of t h a SCA v i s i t e d PC i n 

November and f o r m e l l i n k s were e s t a b l i s h e d 

between t h e 5CA and PEBCO, a l t h o u g h Botha 

adml ta ( i n t h a I n t e r v i e w p u b l i e h e d i n t h i e 

i a a u e of U I P ) t h a t t h e r e a r e minor d i f f e r e n c e s : 

between t h e two o r g a n i s a t i o n s . The Vfelmer 

branch of PEBCO vowed t o f i g h t t h e propoaad 

e t e t e removala o f p e o p l e f rom t h i e 

a rae t o Zwide {Botha waa d e t a i n e d i n January 

a t a m e e t i n g i n Maimer t o d iecuae p r o t e e t 

e t r a t e g y a g a i n s t t h e r e m o v a l s ) * PEBCO 

wee o f f i c i a l l y launched a t a r a l l y i n New 

B r i g h t o n i n t h a f i r s t week of N o v e - b e r , 1 0 7 9 . 

At t h e b e g i n n i n g of December t h e v i c e -

p r e e i d e n t o f PEBCO r e s i g n e d , because tie 

(AT Yeko , e Jjuaineeamen) e a i d t h e t h e , u n l i k e 

PEBCO* waa w i l l i n g t o n e g o t i a t e w i t h the 

a u t h o r i t i e a * Yeko e e i d t h a t he would form 

e c o u n t e r body* 

I n mid-January i t was r e p o r t e d t h e t e 

boab hed been l e f t on t h e window of Y e k o ' e 

N j o l i Roed s u p e r m a r k e t . I t waa d i a c o v a r e d 

and thrown i n t o a v a c a n t l o t where i t 

e x p l o d e d * Yeko e e i d t h e t e boycot t o f h i e 

ahop had been p lenned* He would not form a 

r i v a l body t o PEBCO* nor would he go on a 

propoaed t o u r o f Maimer ar ranged by CCA9* 

E a r l y i n January* a t a m e e t i n g a t t e n d e d 

by about 3 000 peop le h e l d i n New B r i g h t o n , i t 

waa dec ided t o o r g e n i e e e eteyaway i n p r o t e e t 

a t t h a propoaad removel o f 4 000 of t h e 

r e a i d e n t a of Maimer* A b o y c o t t o f w h i t e 

businesses waa p l a n n e d t o ehow a o l i d e r i t y 

w i t h t h e a t r i k e r e a t T o r d . Th is wee l a t e r 

c e n c e l l e d ( s e e b e l o w ) * 

In a>ld-January Thozami le Botha , none 

B a d e l a . end Pahlo Tehune . were d e t e l n e d * 

They a l l had c o n t a c t w i t h PEBCO and w i t h 

t h a Ford s t r i k e , even i f i n d i r e c t l y . THEY 

ARE STILL I N DETENTION, 

isae - HtNRy FORDS FIRST "CAR-

• THt QUADRICYO.E 
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Botha (December, 1979) 

OCTOBER* 1979 

S i f t (uedaeedey)i About 700 workete from 

one of the Cort ina planta in Struendela* 

Port E l i z a b e t h , downed too la and welked out 

in pro tes t at tha v i c t i m i s a t i o n of Thozamile 

Botha, praa ident of PCBCO and t ra inee 

draughtsman at Ford, 

(Tha iaaua of Botha'a ' d l e m i e e o l ' hat 

never baan vary c loer in newspaper rapor ta . 

Tha worker* vara i n no doubt that i t was a 

caaa or v i c t i m i s a t i o n bacauaa of Botha's 

involvement wi th PC8C0. Botha aaiQ t h a t 

ford aald that tha iaaua waa 

Botha'a f taquant abaancaa froa w o i * ) t 

1979 

1st, (Thureday)t Workers gathered at tha 

factory gatee at 07h30 and demanded that Botha 

addraaa them - th la demand waa mode through 

a foremen aa thay refused to a l a c t a doputs-

t i o n to aaa management f o r f aa r of v i c t l m i -

aet ion* 

Union (Uni tad Automobile, Rubber and 

A l l i e d Uorkere* Union - UAv - a non-regietered 

union wi th meetly a f r i c a n members) o f f i e i a l a 

and management spoka at tha gata and than 

announced that tiotho would addraaa tha workara 

tha next morning. Thia oeome to hava baan 

tha s t a r t of workara' antagonism to tha UAU'e 

ro la during tha s t r l k a f I n that thay wara 

aaan to ba too c loaaly aasoclatad wi th manega-

• s n t . Traddla Saula of tha Nat ional Union of 

Rotor Aeeembly and Rubber Uorkara (mjRARW), 

which haa closa t l a a wi th tha UAtf (both 

of them are roSATU members), aaid that tha 

'walkout waa not connactad to a work r a l a t a d 

problaai* enq that tha uniona 'wara not in 

any way involvad i n tha wa lkout ' , 

Latar on t h l a day Botha withdraw h la 

roeignet ion 

* A M a t i n g had 

taken place batwaan Bothe* Ford (auparvlsora 

and i n d u a t r i a l r a l a t i o n s s t a f f ) and a trada 

paga 15 

union repreeontot lve . Johnny nke* f o r d pub l ic 
a f f a i r a o f f i c e r , Ounber Suckna l l , aa ld that 

ha 'expected workara who had walkad out would 

hava to f o r f e i t some pay* . Suoknall aaidt 

•This misunderstanding haa now baan raaolvad 

upon which r»r Botha raquaatad to withdraw h ia 

res ignat ion and w i l l conaaquantly ba ra ina ta tad 

in h la pos i t ion as drsughtsaian t r a i n e e ' * 

2nd ( F r i d a y ) , i t waa announced that the 

"etrike wet to and on Hondey, and that tha 

iaaua of $sy whila on a t r i k a would ba 

negot ia tes between the coaipany and tha union* 

Botha waa given a rousing welcome by the 

workers - ha denied 

Uorkara had chanted 'Amsbulu A i i -

z l n j e ' (Af r ikanara are doge) 

U*y fcha re turn hed bean delayed had baan 

to al low management time to make up t h e i r 

ninda ebout pay during tha a t r i k a * 

Over tha weekend George Renaee. n e t i o n e i 

organiear of the UAW, wee repotted to have 

aald that the union had supported tha s t r i k e 

aa *IB» have about 60 percent membership 

of t h i s p lant and wa had t o show s o l l d s r i t y 

wi th workara* demende' ( i t l a not c lear 

whether t h i e wee a chenge or poa l t ion olnce 

Saula' e e r l i e r etatement, or whether Seule 

waa apeeklng only for the mjriARU). 

Botha draw a t ten t ion to other grlavencaa 

in tha p l a n t , euch ea vsgss. d iacr imlnet lon 

and a 

£ t h (Ronday)t The workere returned to the 



Struandal i p l a n t . Freddie S i u l t or NUPlARu 

announced that they would be peid for the 

e t r l k e period* 

9 th ( F r i d a y ) : A new element wee Introduced 

when Henry F o r re i ro * deputy general secretary 

of the South Afr ican I roo* s t e e l end A l l i e d 

Indust r ies Union ( I S A l u ) f lew to Port E l i z a ­

beth e t the requeet or about ?D0 white 

workers who were thrsstening e t r l k e action 

beceuae of peyment of e f r i c e n workers during 

the e t r l k e or the previous weak. They eleo 

complained ebout ' the antagoniat ic and 

arrogant a t t i t u d e of black employees! alnce 

i n t e g r a t i o n of a l l f a e i l i t i e e . • * • t o i l e t e 

were being mooeed up; d id not aae why they 

hed to work ehort - t ims ot some p l a n t s * ! > tc* 

They threatened to e t r l k e from Monday 

1 2 t h . 

i? th (flondey): The a t r i k e did not e t e r t and 

ta lks between Ford manegement and the 1SA1U 

continued. * 

At General T i r e and Rubber Company 

workere e ta r ted a boycott of canteen f a c i l i -

t iee. 

1 3 t h ( T u e e d a y ) i A f r i c a n w o r k e r e e g a i n downed 

t o o l s a h o r t l y a f t e r l u n c h . Spokeaparson. 

D a v i d S k u l u * e a i d t h a t w o r k e r e c o m p l e i n t e 

r e l e t e d t o o v e r t i m e ( * t h e y were b e i n g 

t r e e t e d l i k e p r i s o n e r s 1 ) end t o , h u a i i l i a t i o n 

by s e g r e g o t i o n i e t s * ( r e f e r r i n g t o t h e 

c o m p l e i n t e ebout ' a b u s e s ' o f i n t e g r a t i o n froei 

w h i t e w o r k e r e end t h e i S A I U ) . 

1f l th (Wednesday ) i Th» b o y c o t t or canteena end 

downing of t o o l s spreed t o e n o t h e r Ford p l e n t 

( t h e e n g l n e e p l e n t ) i n S t r u e n d e l e * A f r i c a n 

w o r k e r e were demanding a r e t r e c t l o n of t h e 

r e c i a t remarke f r o « t h e w h i t e w o r k e r e . Henry 

F o r r e i r a t r i a d , i n v e i n * t o emooth t h i n g e 

over by e e y l n g t h a ( " i t e o m e t i e e a happane t h a t 

when peop le e r e e x c i t e d they eey t h i n g e they 

would n o t aey under normal c i r c u m s t a n c e s 1 . 

Undoubtedly a l i t t l e p r o d d i n g from Ford 

nonaged t o e l i c i t even t h e t meek e t e t e m e n t * 

O i e c u e e l o n a w i t h t h e UAU c o n t i n u e d , ee 

w e l l aa between manegement end t h e I S A I U . 

A l though p r o d u c t i o n wee i n t e r r u p t e d i t 

doee not seem t o have been e f u l l a t r i k e . 

Workers were b o y c o t t i n g canteene and a p p a r e n t ­

l y r e r u s i n g t o work o v e r t i m e . 

15ath ( T h u r e d e y ) t P r o d u c t i o n e t t h e two 

S t r u s n d e l e p l a n t a ( e n g l n e end eesmmbly) 

r e t u r n e d t o n o r m e l . The i s s u s e had been 

poetponed t o t h e f o l l o w i n g week. 

IMS - MOOEl ft TOURING CAR 
(FIRST RJUR-CVUNOW FORO) 

I t was s a i d t h e t workere were t o e l e c t 

committees a t both p l a n t s t o r e p r e s e n t them, 

flenaee of t h e UAU e s i d t h e t ' i t eppeered t h a t 

t h e workere p r e f e r r e d t o n e g o t i e t e d i r e c t 

w i t h menogemontf but t h e un ion wee p r e p a r e d 

t o a e e i e t e t any p o i n t * * 

A p p e r e n t l y e meet ing of 300 workere i n 

t h e eng ine p l a n t took p l a c e t o f o r m u l a t e 

g r i e v a n c e s * A meae m e e t i n g or w o r k e r e i n t h e 

assembly p l e n t e l e o took p l a c e - on t h e p r e m i -

eee end e f t e r h o u r e . Thozeml lo 8 o t h e e a i d 

t h e t i 

pege 16 

t h e 

can teen b o y c o t t would c o n t i n u e . 

1 7 t h ( S e t u r d e y ) i H o t e l employees a t t h e Red 

L ion were e r r e e t e d by p o l i c e when they t u r n e d 

up to f e t c h t h e i r e e l e r i e a a f t e r e t r i k i n g . 

1 9 t h ( n o n d a y ) t 600 w o r k e r e e t O e n e r e l T i r e 

and Rubber Company i n PC came out on e t r l k e 

over t h e d l e m i e e e l o f two w o r k e r e * e t l e a e t 

t h l e wee t h e immedia te l e e u e * 

2 0 t h ( T u e e d a y ) i G e n e r a l T i r e moneglng d i r e c t o r * 

RG N i c h o l s o n , e e i d t h e t t h e workere would be 

r e p l e c e d i f they d i d n o t r e t u r n t o work - he 

e e i d t h e t he v iewed t h e we lkout ee an i l l e g a l 

a t r i k e end t h a t t h e d i s m i s s e d workere would 

not be r e p l e c e d es he Q id n o t ' w e n t t o l o s e 

s u t h o r l t y i n t h e p l e n t 1 . f u r t h e r worker , 

demands were r o r un ion r e p r e s e n t a t i o n , and 

improved p e y f employment c o n d i t i o n e end 

l n t e g r e t e d r e c i l l t i e e . The workere e l e c t e d 

e committee o f 5 t o r e p r e e e n t them b e f o r e 

l e e v l n g t h e p l a n t * 

At Ford ( S t r u a n d a l e ) 60 p o i n t ahop 

workere w e l k e d out over o v e r t i m e d l s e g r e e m e n t e . 

2 1 s t (wednesdey) t At Q9h00 700 h o u r l y p e i d 

w o r k e r e s t t h e S t r u e n d a l e assembly p l a n t a t 

Ford downed t o o l e boceweo t h e i r g r i e v e n c e s • 

had n o t boon s e t t l e d . They were d i e m i s a e d 

end l e f t t h e premieee a f t e r p o l i c e r i o t u n i t e 

hed been c e l l e d I n * eey lng t h a t they would 

r e t u r n on F r i d a y t o f e t c h t h e i r p e y . The 

main i a s u e wee r e p o r t e d to be a demend f o r t h e 

re ine ta temmnt o f e r e t r e n c h e d c o l l e a g u e * 

The UAU s e i d t h e t i t would be meet ing 

w i t h f o r d management* and would be e e e k i n g 

c o n t e c t w i t h G e n e r e l T i r e e where t h e e t r l k e 

was c o n t i n u i n g * 



Hanegement at *'ord eaid that thoy would 

i n fu ture only negot ia te through the union or 

l i a i s o n commlttaa at the p lant ( w i t h whom tha 

union had a closa connect ion) ; t h a t walkouts 

or r a f u a a l to work would cons t i tu ts ree igne-

t i o n | that thay would not t o l a r a t a msee cas t ­

ings on tha premiss*. 

Tha sacked work era vat at St Stephen 

church h a l l . At tha Neeve p lant of tha Ford 

company aora than 1 000 workara continuad a 

boycott of tha canteen. 

At Adamaa Paper M i l l workara returned to 

work a f t a r ta lka wi th monagement* 

22nd (Thursday)i Between 600 and 900 workers 

at General T i re ware tiiomieeod by the compaoy 

on the four th day of t h e i r s t r i k e . Pol ice 

stood by. 

A m i l meeting of the approximately 

1 350 f i r e d workara f r o * the various plants 

waa h e l d , end workara aald that thay ware not 

prepared to aaek reemployment. Botha urged 

However, i t eeeme t h e t e rord workers' branch 

of PC8C0 was formed. 

Manes* announced that vof 625 worksrs 

a t r i k i n g at the (General T i r e ) p l a n t , 600 

had jo ined the union by yeessrdsy ' . 

Ford 's Trad F e r r e i r a ( d i r e c t o r of indue* 

t r i e l r e l a t i o n e ) ssld that f o r d would s t a r t 

taking on new workere or reemploy ing those 

who hed ' r e s i g n e d 1 , from Monday. Seventeen 

diaaiiesed men would not be taken on egein aa 

t h e i r diamiaaale 'hed nothing to do wi th the 

e t r i k e * . I n en in terv iew ha said of the UAU 

that ha would pre fer to work through t h l e 

uniont ' I t ' e a eerloue e l t u a t i o n when tha 

racogniaad spokesmen become impotent ' * 

Sauls conceded that "Some workere 

bel ieve we ere a puppet organiaet ion cont ro l led 

by management %n<S government'* 

23rd ( F r i d a y ) , At the Adamas Paper H i l l 

•enager C Hs lk ln threatened to f i r e 120 workere 

who refuaad to work. Thie wee tha sscond 

stoppags in two weeks* 

Generel Tlrea ditj not pay bonuaae to 

the workere who returned to c o l l e c t t h e i r 

pay , daepite tha f a c t that tha year rune 

from October to September. 

Over the weekend Hensse of UAU wee 

reported to have amid t h e t tha union would 

repreeent only member*, thet the er ike hed 

been " p o l i t i c a l ' , nnd that attempts had been 

made by Botha and PCBC0 to undermine tha 

union. The UAU had aleo become involved in 

the e t r l k e at Ademae, aa there wee no F05ATU 

union in the pulp and paper induetry in the 

eeetern Cape. 

26th (flondey)t At Adamas about 100 of 170 

•workers returned to work. Pol ice atood by. 

Cenerel T i re and Ford workara continued t h e i r 

eteyeway - about 400 workere turned up at 

Struandale for work, only a few of them being 

e f r i c e n , end fewer than 10 being e t r i k e r e . 

Over the weekend a meeting ce l l ed by 

PE8C0 wee to ld that 8iahop Tutu, Or Hotlanm 

and AZAP0 had pledged s o l i d a r i t y wi th the 

e t r i k e r e * 

27th (Tuesday): Another 150 workere at Adamas 

fsctory ware said to have been diamlsssd. 

About s0> of the workforce waa aaid to have 

re turned, r ie lk ln aald that i n t i m i d a t i o n wee 

responsible for the eteyewey* 

Confusion reigned in newepaper reports 

on ths numbere reepplying f o r Jobe et General 

T i r e and at Ford, end aa to how many of theae 

ware e * - e t r i k e r e . 

pege 1T 

28th (uedneaday)t A meeting of e t r i k e r e 

decided to form e Save the Workere Fund to 

e i d the e t r i k e r e et the verioue f i rme I n 

Port C l i z e b e t h . ftoney would be handed to 

PCBC0. 

United Stetee diplomatic o f f i c i a l s were 

eaid to have v i e i t e d PC to diacuae matters in 

r e l a t i o n to the Ford company'e aubacript lon 

to the S u l l i v a n Coda (eea box}* Thay were 

aaid to have mat wi th Thozamlle Botha* 

29th (Thursday)i About 80 workere ware r e ­

employed a t Adamaa Paper n i l i . 

Botha aald that 

* • 

Ford rotor Company i n D e t r o i t announced 

thet i t would not become involved in whet waa 

The UAU eeld that i t would now negotiate 

on behalf of a l l workere ee the executive of 

the union hed given maoaee a mandate to do 

t h l a . 

DECEMBER. 1979 

3rd (nonday)t Ranagement claimed thet 

'product ion i e returning to normal* et the 

three main f i n e s f fectedt At Adamaa Paper 

R i l l i t wee eaid to be beck et f u l l production} 

at Ford'? Cort ina p lant 263 people hed been 

re-employed, 177 aaid to be former employeeei 

Cenerel T i re did not comment but was said to 

be beck in production* 

Both Ford and Adamaa ware meklng uee of 

t h i e opportunity to retrench workere (by not 

teking them on e g e l n ) . At Adsmea 200 people 

were re-employed to do the work of 2S0j e t 

Ford they were plenning to tske on 600 

inetead of 70Q - 'The smaller number would en -

eble the p lant to re turn to e f i v e inetead of 



a four day yorking week* ( increee ing unemploy­

ment ana, of coursa, al lowing management to 

'weed out1 tha e c t i v i a t e ) * 

Bucknail of Ford aaid that management 

had antarad into nagot ia t iona with tha UAH 

on reinstatement of tha workere* 

5th (uedneedey)i Ford workere helq a maating 

and s ta ted that thay would raturn only If 

r e i n s t a t e d and i f thay got t h a l r bemuses. 

Botha appealed to 

Ford 

management rafuaad to taka workara back aa 

a group but only aa ind iv idua l s and aa 'new1 

workara ( i t without any or tha eccumuleted 

banaf i ta from long s e r v i c e ) . Thay had aa id , 

through Bucknall t that tha UAtf waa tha 

o f f i c i a l cnannal of communication and would 

not talk to PEBCO. 

Seuls* HUKARW s e c r e t o r y , eppeeled to tha 

workara to raturn to work ' t o that hia union 

could put praaaura on Ford from i n s i d e * . • 

Tha workara wara atrongar inaida tha plant 1 

(M)s 
Chairparaon of tha Save tha Uorkara Fund, 

Government Z i n i , appaalad to BG townehip 

buainaaaaa to contrlbuta to tha fund to a id 

a tr ikara and thair fami l i ee and dependente* 

6th (Thuraday)i Twenty-one formar Ford 

uorkara wara arraatad by tha aacurity p o l i c a . 

Thay wara being hald i n tarma of tha General 

Law Amendment Act (which mekee provis ion for 

14 daya datantion without t r i a l ) aaid 

Liautanant Colonel GN Craemua (aacurity p o l i c a 

chiaf for tha r e g i o n ) . 

UAU mat with management again , Worker 

demonde wara r e j e c t e d . Saula now aaid that 

tha uniona wara not ' w i l l i n g to foreseke* tha 
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workara* 

Uorkara from both uanaral Tira and 

Ads*as aaid thay had baan vict imlaad i n that 

workara act iva in nagot ia t iona with management 

had not baan rehired^ or wara t o l d to raport 

t o tha factory gata avary day in caaa tharo 

ahould ba work for than. 

7th (Friday)t Jesse Jackson t US d u l l r lghta 

campaigner, damandad tha ralnatatamant of a l l 

700 Ford workarat *Ford ia obviously in 

complic i ty with tha po l i cy to kaap blacka in 

an i n f a r i o r e ta tue* . Ford responded with 

tha b a n a l i t y , 'we ara committad to pureuing 

aqual opportunity at our South African plan 

f a c l l i t l a a aa forca fu l ly and quickly aa wa 

can*s f 

South African Sacratary for flenpowmr 

u t i l i s a t i o n , Oaap C i l l i e r e , aaid that ' o u t s i d e 

intarfaranca would not be t o l e r e t e d 1 . 

Botha aaid that . 

float of thoaa 

datalnad wara mambara of PEBCO* 

10th (Honday)t nmnaee (UAU) aaid that workara 

had atappad down from ona demand, v iz that 

of paymant during daya off on e t r i k e . Ford 

did not want to ra lns ta to without loaa of 

bonua or fr inga banaf i ta to tha workara* 

Sacurity p o l i c a datalnad about aauan 

mora atr iking Ford uorkara. PGBCO waa aaid 

to ba writ ing to n i n i a t a r of J u s t i c e , Alwyn 

Schlabuach. to protaat at tha d e t e n t i o n s . 

It cana to l i g h t that Ganaral Tira waa 

i l l e g a l l y v i c t i m i e l n g workara by algning o f f 

t h a i t Unemployment Insurance Fund cards with 

tha word ' e t r l ke* i n the apace for ' teeeon 

for leaving work', ins tead of aaying *other* 

ae the law demende. Thla would obvloualy 

prejudice any further Job opportunity for 

the workete f i r e d . 

Ford ee id that thay would re-employ 

former wotkere u n t i l the end of tha Chrletmae 

ahutdown (9 th January)* af ter which tha workara 

would have to compete with outaidera* 

Colonel Erasmus aaid that tha datantiona 

were not «a a raault of complaints from Ford 

management but from *the black publ ic* . 

11th (Tuesday): Jesse Jeckeon waa rafuaad 

permleeioh, by the South African aabaseador 

in Washington, to lead a de legat ion to Ford 

in PC. Both Jackson end former UN ambassador 

Andrew Young had been approached by PC8C0 to 

put pressure on Ford* 

The UAU s e l d thet a negot iated e e t t l e -

mant eeemed to be out of the Question. Tha 

union want on to aay that even the American 

Automobile workere' Union had f a i l e d in 

e f f o r t e (requested by tha UAU) to hava tha 

workara r e i n a t e t e d . 

12th ('Jedneadey)t 4 nora workers were detelned 

by secur i ty p o l i c e * a l l of tham from Ford - ona 

waa re l eased immediately* 

14th (Fr idey) i Tha Tord p lente shut down for 

thair annual break with 321 workara rehired 

(207 of tham former employeee, out of tha 700 

who had walked o u t ) . Planaae aaid that tha 

UAtf would hava to improve communication with 

workara and a l s o work through a union 

committee i n tha fac tory , rather than through 

tha l i a iaon committee. 

1906 * MOOCL X TOURING CAft 
(MUST SOt'CYUNDtft fORO) 



I t was reported that the UAU had 'bur ied 

the r a c i a l hatchet ' «t r o r d (aaan aa a ' b r e a k ­

through f o r trade un ion ism' ) . **eorge Hanaaa 

was quoted aa saying that 'We have reached 

agreement wi th the white union ( ISAIU)on the 

removal of a l l the a x i e t i n g r a c i a l c o n f l i c t 

i n the company*, and that e ' Jo in t l i e t of 

grievancee expressed by e l l workere ° r a 1 1 

recse ' had been dtawn up, A few deys l a t e r 

the ' c a p i t a l ' reporter of the Star croyed that 

the UAU had saved the day, brought soma of the 

workare back ( w i t h some help from f o r d who 

had ' leaned over backyards' and acted with 

' l e n i e n c y * ) i end shown up PC6C0 f o r what i t 

wee - a p o l i t i c a l , power-seeking body wi th no 

underatanding of I n d u s t r i a l r e l a t i o n e ( t h l e 

a l l according to Slag Hennig) . 

ISth (Tueedey)t The 5ACC c a l l e d e preea 

conference where s o l i d a r i t y wes expressed 

w i t h the f o r d workers, by t u r t l e s Nkondo 

( then preeident of AZAPQ), Mthetho Notlane 

of the Soweto C iv ic Associa t ion , end Siehop 

Tutu (secre tory o f the SACC) woo ofTered to 

mediete in the d ispute . Thoiemile 6othe eeid 

t h e t * " " • 

* 

• : \ 

* (obvious 

references to the UAW*e ecceptanca t h e t Tord 

would take on i n d i v i d u o l worfcsro es 'new* 

workers, and to the unlon*a f u t i l e ettempt 

t o c a l l on the American Union of Automobile 

Uorkera.) 

Nkondo c r i t i c i s e d unione who avoided 

p o l i t i c a l laauee ae *apinaleee* end eeid thet 

the uAu wee e ' g l o r i f i e d committee' - a remark 

supported by Botha who pointed out thet the 
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u n i o n had i n i t i a l l y r a f u a a d r e q u e s t s f o r h e l p 

'beceuse they e e i d t h e s t r i k s was p o l i t l c o l * * 

fleny a t t h e p r e a a c o n f e r e n c e a t t a c k e d t h e 

S u l l i v e n Code snd t h e Rev S u l l i v e n f o r i t s 

f a i l u r e - t h e d i s p u t e hed been g r e e t e d w i t h 

' a d e e f e n i n g a l i e n e e by t h e Rev S u l l i v a n and 

h i s a a s o c i a t e a * . 

fluth ( T h u r s d a y ) : 2t dJemiased Tord workers 

sppsered i n c o u r t , charQSd w i t h I n t i m i d a t i o n 

( u n d e r t h e R i o t o u s A s e e a b l i e a A c t ) , r e l e t i n g 

to e v e n t e t b a t took p i e c e on t h e 5 t h Decem­

b e r ( s e e obove - p r o b a b l y a t t h e a e e t i n g ) . 

The ceee wee poatponed t o J a n u a r y , 2 9 t h . 

Theeo w o r k a r e were t h e onee who hed been 

d a t e i n e d e a r l i e r ( s e e s b o v o ) . No o t h e r 

workers t h a n t h e onee cherged were s a i d t o be 

l e f t i n d e t e n t i o n . Those charged were r e l e e e -

ad on b a i l s e t e t R.50,00, on c o n d i t i o n t h e t 

they d i d not e n t e r f o r d premiaea or c o n t a c t 

w i t n a a a e e ( f o r a l i e t o f namee, aes P o e t * 

7 9 . 1 2 . 2 1 ) . 

f o r d sade a e t e t e m e n t t h a t p r o b a b l y a l l 

5 0 0 w o r k e r s s t i l l o u t c o u l d ba employed a g a i n , 

because of an upsurge i n demand f o r motor 

v e h l c l e e . 

Qua f a r e i n c r e a s e s and r e n t i n c r e a s e * 

were e e i d t o be i n s t o r e f o r b l e c k e i n PC 

d u r i n g 1 9 8 0 . 

JANUARY. i 9 6 0 

2nd ( U s d n e a d s y ) i Workers were a a l d t o be 

h o l d i n g o u t d e e p i t e e l e e k of funde t o auppor t 

t h e n , end i g n o r i n g t h e ' m o r a t o r i u m on t h e i r 

r e t u r n ' . They c o n f i r m e d e t e meet ing t h e t they 

wanted r e i n s t a t e m e n t and n o t r e h i r i n g . 

6 t h ( S u n d a y ) i By t h l e weekend o n l y 7 o f t h e 

d i e m l i i e d w o r k e r s hed r e e p p l i e d f o r t h e i r Jobe 

e t f o r d , t h e t wee t o e t e r t p r o d u c t i o n t h e 

n e x t d a y . A t e PEBCQ r a l l y e t n i o Cinema a 

c a l l was msde on o t h e r u n i o n e t o ehow e o l l d a r -

i t y w i t h t h e f o r d w o r k e r s . 

7 t h (rtondeyXi F o r d w i t h h a l f o f i t a normal 

w o r k f o r c e p r e e e n t , e l t h o u g h 100 peop le were 

a p p l y i n g f o r j o b e . I t wee e e i d t h e t i t would 

n o t t s k e long t o f i l l t h s v e c s n e i e s a s t h e 

morator ium wee over and t h e workers who were 

s p p l y i n g hed p r e v i o u e e x p e r i e n c e i n t h e motor 

t r s t j a , ' ao we ( f o r d ) w o n ' t have t o epend 

much t ime t r e i n i n g t h e m ' . 

The c e l l f o r suppor t f rom employed workere 

f r o * t h e d i e m i e s e d workers f e l l e d * 

6 t h ( T u e s d s y ) t Two p s t r o l bombs were thrown 

s t homes of workere who hed a p p l i e d t o have 

t h e i r jobs b a c k . , 

ISO* - FORD MODEL T TOURING CAR 

(AS IT APFIARID WHEN FIRST UTftOOUCtO) 

Baths condemned 

20 more w o r k e r e were e e i d t o hsve 

r e e n p l i o d . 

9 t h ( u o d n e e d e y ) : A meet ing took p i e c e between 

T h o t a m l l e Botha and a membere of h i e w o r k e r e ' 

c o m m i t t e e , A l e n Lukone (U5 c o n s u l - g e n e r e l I n 

Cape Town) , F r e d F a r r e i r e and O l r k P l e t e r a e 

( o f F o r d ' e i n d u a t r i e l r e l e t i o n e e t e f f ) . 

S e t t l a m e n t wee reecOed , w i t h v i c t o r y f o r t h e 

w o r k a r e on t h e r e i n a t a t a m e n t i a e u e t 

- Workere w i l l be taken back at the eeme retm 

of pay they received before they l e f t i 

- Pension, medicel e l d , eick pey e l i g i b i l i t y 

w i l l remain es before; 
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m Holiday pay w i l l ba ca lcu la tad aa ba fora i 

- Sonua accrual ra ta * H 1 ba at tha eame 

percentage ra ta aa appl ied ba for t } 

- Tha company w i l l andaevour to complete i t a 

re lnetetement programme during tha month of 

January aubjact only to a v a i l a b i l i t y or e u i t -

abla poa i t iona i 

- That Tord Cort ina p l a n t workers would re turn 

to work immedietelyj 

* Ho paraona othar than former Tord employeee 

w i l l ba h i r e d i n t o th la p lant during January* 

10th (Thuraday) i Botha eddreeoad a meee meet-

lng i n Kwazakhala t and .1".. 

( t o which tha v ic tory could 

ba a t t r i b u t a d ) . Ha waa raportad t o hava aaid 

that , ' 

That night Thozanila Botha waa again 

datainad by tha aacur i ty po l ice a f t a r taargaa 

had baan f i r a d i n t o a crowd in tha Uelmer 

Locat ion where ha had gona to addraaa a meeting 

on tha planned removale f r o * t h i a townahip* 

Two mafftbara of tha Valmor branch of PE8C0 

( A l f r e d Hola and Somzi Conjwa) w«ra datainad 

wi th Botha* but ralaaaad a f t a r queetioning* 

Tha i n t e r r o g a t i o n r e l a t e d t o a plannad meee 

proaeet agalnat tha Weimar removele and 

alao to PCQCO* Thay aaw pol ice a t ruggl ing 

t o remove handcuffa from Botha* 

Taargaa waa again f l r a d at about 21h00 

whan a crowd gothereq in uialmor to damand tha 

P£BC0*e leaders* re lease . 

Latar that night Post raportar Hono 

Badela* who had coveted tha Tord e t r i k e e * 

aaoratary of PEBCO Phalo Tehuao* and anothar 

• a n wara datainad* tha t h i r d nan waa r a l a a a ­

ad l a t a r . A nonth before* r a a t r i c t i o n ordara 

had baan placad on PEQco laadara Liao Pityana 

(former v i c e - p r e e i d e n t ) and in Cakiaani ( a 

Velner executive member). 

A l l wara ha ld untjer tha Canaral Law Amend­

ment Act. 

11th { F r i d a y ) t 3eeea Oockeon dlacuaaad tha 

etrTke and ar raa ta w i t h Sacrotary of Stata 

Cyrua Vanca a f t a r meeting wi th Praaidant 

Car ter * Jackaon r e i t e r a t e d hia wiah to coma 

to South Af r ica to invaa t iga ta tha caae. 

12th (Sa tu rday ) . I t wee announcad that a 

propoaad tour of Ualmar daalgnad by tha 

Caatarn Capa Admlnlat tat ion Board (CCA8) 

to 'put tha poa i t ion of Walaer township 

i n t o r a a l i a t i o pe rspec t i ve * t had baan cancal lad 

a f t a r fu r tha r unraat in tha a raa . Tha Urban 

Foundation and Sava Uelmer Committee wara 

among tha groupa who would hava baan takan 

on tha tour* 

Townahip raaldanta accuaad pol ica of 

act ing in a ' d e l i b e r a t e attampt at i n t i m i d e t -

ing PEBCO in g e n e r a l , end tha townahip in 

p a r t i c u l a r , bafora rtondey' (whan a protaat 

aiarch had baan plannad)* 

Pol ica ra inforcavanta wara aaid to hava 

baan flown to PE. 

Tha PCBCO axacutiva cancal lad tha Monday 

protaat merch and a otayaway* and alao a 

boycott of whita ehope* 

13th (Sunday); Mora than 6 000 paopla 

attended a meeting i n Naw Brighton to c a l l 

f o r tha ralaaaa of tha datalnaaa* A meeting 

waa alao hald in Uitonhage* Kalan Suxmen 

condaainad tha a r r a a t a . 

1*th (flonday)i 25 workara raturnad f o r t h a i r 

Joba at Ford. 

iSth (Tuaaday)t Dan Qeqe. a Naw Brighton 

businessman and PCBCO member waa datainad and 

S flole, a tfalmar PCBCO t imber , waa aaid to 

hava baan ralaaaad a f t a r baing datainad on 

tha 11th January* 

Workara aaid that aacuri ty pol ica had 

baan praaant at tha Ford labour r a l a t i o n a 

o f f i c e whan they wara r a i n e t a t e d . Thia waa. 

of couree* denied by the pol ica and Ford 'a 

F e r r e l r a * 

23rd (Wednesday): The detentions oT Botha, 

Tsnumo and Badala wara changed to the 

Terror iaa Act which allowe for i n d e f i n i t e 

detent ion for i n t e r r o g a t i o n . Acting 

praaidant of PCBCO* Z o l i i e Skoeana, 

condemned the fu r tha r detent ion . 

A few daya e e r l l e * i t had baan raportad 

that a report requooted by tha I n s t i t u t e of 

Race Relat ione ( IRA) and financed by Tord* 

by three Rhodee Univers i ty eeedamicB. had 

a n t i c i p a t e d the unreet et fo rd ( i t hed bean 

completed In November)* The report had drawn 

a t t e n t i o n to gr ievance* that ant ic ipated thoee 

teken up by the worker* . 

- The cutback in working houre* which -Gent 

thet between 80% and 90% of f o r d ' e bleck 

workare ware earning pay balow the poverty 

detum l i n e i 

- Thet r e e l incomee of workere i n the lower 

gradee had declined over the peat eight 

yaerai 

- That black advancement had not been imple­

mented quickly enough} 

- That racism waa a t i l l apparent* i n a p i t a of 

Ford's commitment to the Su l l ivan p r i n c i p l e s . 

ij7th (Sunday)t A PCBCO meeting i n New B r i g h t -

on ca l l ed for tha release of the data inaee. 

A auggaated work etayewsy wee r e j e c t e d . Thie 

r e j e c t i o n waa aeen ee a v ic tory for the 

'conaervet ivo fac t ion" w i th in PCBCO* 



The m a j o r i t y o f workers hed r e t u r n e d 

to work by t h i s s t a g * * 

2 8 t h ( H o n d e y ) i Oan Qtqe was r a l a a a a d - ha 

d e s c r i b e d d a t a n t i o n a * ' i n h u m a n 1 • 

? 9 t h ( T u a a d a y ) i Tha 20 Ford workers r s a p p a a r a d 

on charges undar t h a R i o t o u s Aeeembl iee A c t * 

Tha casa wee postponed t o a a r l y F e b r u a r y * 

FEBRUARY. 1980 

Bth ( f r i d a y ) i I t wee r e p o r t e d t h e t L S o k o n i , 

PE3C0 t r e a s u r e r and P£ l a w y e r , had w i thdrawn 

f rom r e p r a e e n t a t i o n of Sotha and t h a o t h e r 

d a t a i n a e e baoauea ha f e l t t h e t t h i s e i g h t 

be drawing mare a t t e n t i o n t o PEBCO and h i m e e i f 

f r o * t h e p o l i c e . 

1 2 t h ( T u a e d e y ) l The SACC p e i d out R22 000 t o 

F o r d workere who had n o t aought re -employment 

b e f o r e t h a agreement had bean raeched ( e b o u t 

4S0 w o r k e r e ) end t o a few G e n e r a l T i r e end 

Adamee Paper H i l l w o r k e r s who had not been 

r e - e m p l o y e d . 

1 3 t h ( U e d n e e d a y ) : The l a e t Ford S t r u e n d e l e 

w o r k e r e ware r e - e m p l o y e d . Government Z i n i » 

epokeepereon f o r t h e w o r k e r * * e a i d he wee 

• v e r y happy* w i t h t h e s i t u a t i o n . 

l A t h ( T h u r e d a y ) t F u r t h e r t a n e i o n i n Ford wee 

r e p o r t e d . T h i e waa r e l e t o d t o t h e 1RR r e p o r t 

( e e e above} and i t s c o n t e n t s ) f u r t h e r v i c t i m ­

i s a t i o n of workere who hed been r e i n s t a t e d ! 

end e g e n e r e l d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n w i t h w o r k i n g 

c o n d i t i o n s e t t h e f a o t o r y * 

1*2? i FORD MOOH T TOURING CAA 

(LAST YEAH OF MQOEL T) 

Government Z i n i , heed o f t h e Olemiesed 

Workers Committee end PEBCO marnber, s s i d t h e t 

• t h e b l a c k man was not b e i n g p e i d l i k e t h e 

w h i t e man and many aoployeee eaw F o r d ae an 

e x t e n s i o n of t h s Government 1 ( t h i e mey e x p l a i n 

t h e chanta of 'Amebulu A i i z i n j a ' when t h e 

e t r i k e s e t a r t e d ) . 

1 5 t h ( F r i d e y ) i F o r d ' s F e r r e i r e werned t h e 

U5 government t o a t e y out o f t h e compony'e 

l ebour e f f e i r e . T h i e wee e f t e r he hed had 

t a l k a w i t h US Deputy A e a i s t e n t S e c r e t a r y of 

S t a t e * Rober t Kee ley» e t e luncheon a t t e n d e d 

by ' e x e c u t i e o e of t h e P o r t E l i z a b e t h companiea 

wh ich e u b s c r i b e to the S u l l i v a n Code 1 . Kee ley 

e l e o met w i t h Government Z i n i , Z i n i e e i d 

t h e t ' o u t s t a n d i n g probleme w i l l be taken up 

w i t h monegoment, wh ich i s p r e p a r e d t o 

n e g o t i a t e w i t h u e * * 

2.0th ( u e d n e e d e y ) t P ik B o t h a , f l i n i e t e r o f 

F o r e i g n A f f a i r e , warned o f f i c i a l e o f f o r e i g n 

governmenta not t o i n t e r f e r e i n ' d o m e s t i c 

e f f e i r e * . T h i e wee e e i d i n p a r l i a m e n t i n 

r e f e r e n c e t o t h e v i e i t by Kee ley t o PC. 

1*29 > MOOIL A FOND STATION WAGON 

(THE * IR« MASS-MIOOUCEO STATION WAGON) 

* a 

United States 

There are aeverel important c r i t i c i s m s t h a t 

can be made of the various employment coalss 

i n genere l * end the Su l l ivan Code in 

pertlculeri 
- The Code l i m i t e the reepone ib i l i t y of US 

compenlee in South Af r ica to the question 

of r e c i e l d iscr iminat ion . I t lgnorae the 

fac t that the p r o f i t e b l l l t y of the compenlee 

i s d r a e t l c a l l y a f fec ted by foctors euch ee 

the pea* lswe, migrent lebour* the "home-
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laftde1 eyatem, extensive rrfpreeaion of 

black p o l i t i c a l expreaelon, contro l over 

s f r i c a n t rade uniona t e t c , e t c . 

Tha Coda i a an impoait ion on workera in 

that i t was drown up without any negot ia ­

t ion (avan conaul ta t ion) wi th workara* 

Tha Coda did n o t , i n i t i a l l y * includa a 

clauaa on c o l l a c t i v a bargaining r i g h t s , 

undar preaaure* tha y&oht to form a trada 

union waa recogniaed. but nothing was aaid 

peg* 22 

about tha enforcement of enter ing i n t o 

l e g a l l y binding agreements wi th trada 

unions* 

- Only 0•. 1jC of tha black labour forca i s 

a f f ac tad by tha S u l l i v a n Coda. Oue to high 

c a p i t a l i n t s n s i t y U5 companies only employ 

70 OQO workara out of a t o t a l populat ion 

(b lacka ) of 1 S , 6 - m i l U o n . Of thsas only 

20 OQO ( 0 , 1 £ ) are aajployad by algnatoriBS 

of tha Su l l ivan Code. 

- By ths Protact ion of Susinees Actv tha SA 

government can make i t i l l a g a l for s igna­

t o r i e s to submit r a p o r t s . 

• Thsra i s no l aga l enforcement of tha Cadaa 

- compliance i a t o t a l l y vo luntary . 

- I n a aociaty whera women ara o f t e n , t h e ch ie f 

braadwlnnar f o r s f a m i l y , there i a nothing 

whataoaver in tha Codaa which 'commit1 

tha s ignator ies to tha e l i m i n a t i o n of 

sexual d i a c r i a i n a t i o n * 

Pebco 
Thia In terv iew waa conducted wi th 

Thotamile Botha* chelrman of the Port 

C l i i a b a t h Bleck C iv ic Organiaat ion (PEBC0) 

e a r l y in January 1960. Short ly a f terwards , 

Botha was detained by secur i ty p o l i c e * 

together wi th other leadera of PEBCO. 

Botha wee o r i g i n a l l y held under the 

General Lava Amendment Act on January 10th . 

but shor t ly b e f o r e t h i e detent ion order wae 

due to e x p i r e , i t wee announomd that ha had 

bsen t rena fa r red to emotion 6 of the Terroriam 

Act* which al lewa for i n d e f i n i t e de tent ion* 

Aa Work In Progreea want to praaav he wae 

e t i l l being held by amcurlty p o l i c e . 

Work l,n Prooryaai fir Botha, could you t e l l ue 

something about your background — whera you 

vera educated, the important in f luence* en 

your p o l i t i c a l development? 

tfork \n Procrsee wea a l ready being pr in ted 

when Toremlle Botha, none Bedolm armf Phale 

Tshuma were releaamd from detent ion* and 

lmmedletaly benned and houae a r ree ted . Den 

Qege wea elao banned end houae e r r o e t e d . 

I t l a accordingly en offence in terme of the 

I n t e r n a l Seour i ty Act to quote theee people* 

The ed l tore hove r e g r e t f u l l y * h a d to withdraw 

the in terv iew w i t h Bothe on PC6C0 in order 

to evold proeecutloni i n add i t ion* where 

Botha la quoted in the Tord chronology of 

eventa (pagm 15 - 2 1 ) * th la hee alao been 

removed. Pagea 23 end 24 e f t h i e Issue of 

tfIP have bean removed e n t i r e l y , whi le page 

2B end ona column on page 26 i a b lank. 
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M-ThDzmt f * Botha . . , lemdfr of t h t 
wwfctr t 

STRIKE AT 
SEA HARVEST 
THE dlaputa at tha Saa Harvest f i e h factory 

in Saldonhe Bay where 7QQ paopla - a l l of 

tha* women - want on e t r l k e f o r thraa weeks 

ended aar ly l a a t month a f t a t a a t l a f a c t o r y 

sett lement waa nagot ia tad wi th management by 

tha union representing tha workers - tha 

food and Canning Workers' Union. 

Saa Horveet , a i tua tad I n Saldanha Bay, 

tha 5A0T naval baaai woe establ iehed about 

fourteen yaara ago by a consortium of f o r a i g n 

and loca l busineeamsn. Tha factory l a a i tua tad 

in tha harbour I t s e l f * Oivlalona of work 

includa g u t t i n g , e leen ing , c u t t i n g f packing, 

and f r y i n g tha f i s h . I t wee notorious amongst 

labour organiaars in tha food industry f o r 

i t s poor working condi t ions , excessive over­

time and lov pays 

+ Tha women f raquant ly worked a twalvo 

hour day and of tan thraa weekends in a row. 

Thia v«a p a r t i c u l a r l y hard for thoaa women 

who had small c h i l d r e n . Thara ara no day-

cars f a c l l i t i a s for ch i ldran and tha woaian had 

to ra ly on r e l a t i v e s and naighbours to look 

a f t a r t h a i r c h i l d r a n . 

+ At tha time of tha a t r l k a v t h a i r 

waakly waga waa R2O,50 par waak. Thia includad 

overtime pay, although worksra cleim that thay 

wara not pa id at a l l f o r work done a f t a r 12 

noon on Sundays. 

+ Tha f i a h l a f r o i e n at tha factory and 

so a l o t of tha work involvee going in and out 

of tha f raazar rooaia. workers aay thay had to 

work for long parloda in roona where thsrs 

was a b lea t f raazar and as a raau l t thara waa 

a high ra te of i l l n e s s amongat them* 

EVENTS LEADING UP TO THE STRIKE 

THE woaan i n i t i a l l y walked out i n August 

l a a t year . Their demend* war* an inoreaae i n 

wegoe, a higher t ranaport eubaldy (aany of 

the workera come froai erase outeide Seldanhs. 

eoaio from aa fa r as Hopef ie ld , about 40 km 

•w«y) , and tha provision of Bedical a i d 

f a c l l l t i a e . 

At f i r a t management rafuesd to meet wi th 

the workers. Then thay t r i e d to get workers 

to sign a document agrasing to a 

eubeidy ra te which was unacceptable. Tha 

woman rafueed to eign the document end manage-
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• t o t thraatanad to diamlaa t i l t h t workara. 

Workara dacldad to walk out immadiataly but 

wart thwartad by the managamant who lockad 

tha gatas and rafuaad to l a t tham o u t . Tha 

laaua waa tamporari ly raaolvad but tha 

fo l lowing waak, a f t a r two Hopaf ia ld workara 

wara diamiaaad for having l a f t t h a i r 

ovara l la at horn*, 400 woman walkad out in 

sympathy and gatharad outaida tha factory 

gataa . Thair datarminat lon to support 

t h a i r fa l low workara In auch a caaa of 

a r b i t r a r y dismiaasl waa atrangthanad whan 

managamant announcad t h a t c a r t a l n union 

committaa mambara would not ba allowad to 

raturn wi th tham. 

Tha fo l lowing day, managamant cspitula-* 

tad and agraad to r a - i n a t a t a a l l tha woman, 

including tha union committaa mambara and 

tha two workara from Hopaf ia ld . Thia walk- * 

out waa fo l lowed by a s i m i l a r walkoutv c a p i t * 

u l a t i o n and ra turn in Saptambar. Both a t r l k a 

actiona l a d to minimal incraaaaa in wagaa 

from an avsrags of R17,00 to R20,50 a waak. 

On Novambar ?Qf tha union commtttaa mat 

wi th managamant and daaandad a R30,00 par 

waak baaic wags. Whan t h i a waa ra jac tad by 

managamant, union o f f i c i a l a wara ca l l ad in 

from Capa Town but i t waa clalmad that tha 

managing d i r e c t o r , Hr H Krsmar, waa tha only 

paraon who could nagot ia ta wi th tha union and 

ha waa ouaraaaa at tha t lma. A maatlng waa 

hald batwaan union raprasantat ivaa ana man* 

agamant on 0ac*mbar 15. Tha union dtmondad a 

basic minimum vsga of R30,00 par waak. 

rtanagamant rsapondad w i t h i t a own complax 

waga propoaala, o f f a r i n g a ra ta of 50c an 

hour f o r unak l i i ad workara (R20,00 s waak), 

55c an hour f g r a a m i - a k i H a d workara ( R 2 5 . M 

a waak) t and dividad waga l a v a l a f o r a k i l l o d 

workara in to thrsa cmtagoriaai 

Catagory I t 60c an hourt 
Catagory 2: 64c an hourt 
Catagory 3s 66c an hour. 

Tha union ra jac tad th ia and tha workara want 

out on s t r i k a . 

Two points naad to ba mada hara . F i r s t l y , 

Ih taras of managamant'a raaponsa to tha union 

- thay cont inua l ly praaantad t h a i r own sat of 

propoaala to tha un ion , ra thar than n*go~> 

t i a t i n g on tha tarma l a i d down by tha union. 

Sacondly, tha raaaona for tha union's 

r a j s c t i o n of msnsgaaisnt's proposala wara that 

I t would ba a n t i r a l y up to managsmant to 

Otcida who should movs up to a highsr waga 

l a v a l and whan, Thay ra jac tad a mora ob jac t -

Iva basis f o r incraaaaa auch as longth of 

aarv ico . Tha union f a i t that to lsava t h i s 

i n managamant'a hands would put tha Job 

aacur l ty of tha workara in Jaopardy - t h a i r 

incraaaa could ba t l a d to f a v o u r i t i s m , 

v ic t imiaa t ionp a t e . Also tha Idas bahind th ia 

typa of systtm of d l f f a r a n t i a t a d wsga lava ls 

i s that ona s ta r ta o f f on a low waga but haa 

an opportunity to r a a l i a a ' i n d i v i d u a l 

p o t a n t i a l * . what o f t a n actua l ly happana U 

that tha vast major i ty of workara ramaln at 

tha lowast waga l a v a l whi la only a fsvourtd 

faw avar parmaata through to tha hlghar 

grades, yat managsmant csn alwaye, claim that 

tha hlghar gradas do a x i a t t tha opportuni t ies 

ara t h a r a , and i t l a only tha I n d i v i d u a l * * 

incompatanca which ksapa har/him to tha lower 

waga l a v a l a * 

5 1 K daya l a t e r , management ssnt out 

l a t t a r a t o i n d i v i d u a l workara o f f a r i n g tham 

a d i f f a r a n t waga acala of up to 80c an hour 

in tha aams aort of attampt maps cy manage-

mant in tha F a t t i ' a and nonl*a a t r l k a to 

undercut thv union* Ae in tha r m a t r l k a , 

a aaaa maating of workara waa hald t o diacuaa 

tha laaua and thay raaolvad not to ra turn t o 

work u n t i l managsmant had raachad an agree* 

• a n t wi th tha unidn. 

THE •CTTUtKH 
rtNALLY, on January 7 , a aatt lamant wss 

rsachad in tarma of which tha a t a r t i n g waga 

would ba A27,S0 whila workara wi th mora than 

6 montha aarvlca would gat R29 tao. Thia 

lncludaa a t ranaport aubaidy and a R2,00 

waakiy attandanca bonua. m 

A faw polnta to ba mads sbout t h i s s t r i k a 

arat 

1 , Although a i l 700 workara involvad ara 

woman, tha apac i f i c problama encountered by 

famala workara auch aa matarnlty and menstrua­

t i o n lasva and tha non-existence of day cara 

cantraa wara not ra iaad . 

2 . Thia a t r l k a expoeed to tha workara 

managamant'a attampta to d iv ide tham and to 

undsreut tha union. At a rapQrtback masting 

hald a f t a r tha aatt lamant waa raachad, aavaral 

workara exproesed t h a i r r a a l i s s t l o n that work* 

ara a o l i d a r l t y and uni ty of act ion waa assant-

l a l for auch a dlaputa to ba aucceeeful* 

Contributors (Capa Town) 
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F p t t i ' t_._o_nd__rionl * a { : n l i v i Lie , liopa Toun): 

Thle i t r i k e * covered In VIP 10, andad I n a i d -

November wi th tha ra laa ta taaant of 56 workon 

a t i l l on s t r i k e * Tha agreement roeched etated 

- t h a t workero ba returned to the i r o l d Joba 

aa toon aa possibles 

- that they receive t h e i r o ld wages plua 

incraaanta grantad during tha period thay 

vera on a t r l k a i 

- that migrant workara* contrecte ba ranawad 

wi th in two months and that buaaa ahould ba 

provldad f o r migrant workers t o re turn t o 

tha Ciekel for 2 weeks during December) 

- t h a t bonuaaa ahould not ba a f fec ted) 

- t h a t a t r i k a r a would ba diaalaaad during tha 

f i r a t yaar e f t e r re ins te teaent only i f an 

offanca had baan committed and tha union 

had baan n o t i f i e d ! 

- t h a t tha union waa not to praaa for waga 

demende f o r a yaar* 

Tha food and Canning Vorkara* Union 

h a l l a d tha agreement aa a v i c t o r y * and thankad 

tha pub l ic f o r t h a i r support i n p u t t i n g 

praaeure on tha company. 

C.lsksi J r a m p o r t Corporation! On tha 3rd of 

December, 19?9 t 35 bua d r i v a r a want on a t r l k a 

( o r tha a t r l k a waa ovoldod* dapandlng on which 

perograph of yat another confusing raport on 

C ieke l bua dr ivara a t r i k a a ona i a raadlng 

(Poet* 7 9 . 1 2 * 0 5 ) ) . 

I t would appear t h a t 35 dr ivara t h r e a t * 

anad to a t r l k a ovar d iaa iaaa l ovar t r i v i a l 

i aauaa t no ovar t laa payv and having to v faca 

i r a t a coamutere ovar lncraaaad faraa which 

thay had to pay daspite a court ordar to 

reduce tha fa raa 1 * Tha a t r l k a waa avoidad 

a f t a r a moating wi th Chief Lennox -e te , chief 

n i n i a t e r of tha C i a k a i . who in turn re fe r red 

thaa to h ie brother Colonel Cherlaa Sabs, 

head of tha Ciekel Centra l I n t e l l i g e n c e 

Service (CCIS) , who arranged e aaet ing wi th 

the group aaneger of the Ciakai Traneport 

Corporat ion. H Ka iser . Before the l a a t 

aaet ing four dr ivara ware d laa iaaed . 

A Rdanteane deputy aayor and eald to ba 

• h i g h ' I n tha Bloho bue coapeny ( ? ) waa d e t a i n ­

ed by the CCIS under procleaet ion R252 i n 

connection w i t h tha a t r l k a * 

Sea prevloue reporte in MIP on a eonfue-

lng aer iea of avente r e l a t i n g to Clekei bua 

dr ivere (WIP 7 I fl). 

(The CCIS wee f l r e t pub l ic ly admitted t o 

e x l e t on the l e t Rey. 1979, when re fe r red t o 

by Lennoa Saba i n h ie pol icy epeech t o the 

Clekei Leg ie la t lva Aeeaably* Tha CCIS wee 

taking ovar f roa BOSS, he s a i d , and would 

raport to h la pareonel ly ee e branch of hie 

departeant - vthe a c t i v i t l e e * * . are by t h e i r 

very neture highly c o n f l d e n t i e l end no d e t e i l -

ed report w i l l therefore be furnlahed 

publ io ly to t h l e eaeenb ly 1 ) . 

The Hand Dal ly n a i l ( 79 .11 *01 ) reported t h a t 

ea lary packegea worth aore then R100 000 per 

year ware being o f fe red In advert ieaaente 

aiaed et execut lvee. Thle wee eaid to be 

beceuaa of the 'occe lero t lng econoalc 

recovery* and consequent competit ion between 

companies to keep end/or e t t r a c t top *execu­

t i v e s ' * 

BABCLEG 11 In ^ £ 8 we ran an a r t i c l e under 

the t i t l e ' E x p l o i t e r s ' Perediee** Nearly e 

year l a t e r Poet once aore lnvoot lgeted wagee 

Wo reproduce two pay a l i p s uaad by P_oa_t in 

l t e a r t i c l e ( 7 9 . 1 2 . 0 7 ) . Thaee e l l p e 

r e f l e c t wagee at St 3ohn*o Knitwear (Pty ) 

Ltd. 
The Nat ional Union of Clothing Workers 

and the Kni t ted-?ebr lc Union ee id* through 

spokesperson Sarah C h i t j n , thet they had not 

yet organised workare at Babalegi but were 

e t taapt ing to do eo« end to get Chief Lucas 

flengope to accord recognit ion to unione* ' 

Three e r t i c l e s in Poat and the Sunday 

Tiro*| on labour condlt lone in the "independent 

e t e t e 1 of Venda.,ahow a raaarkebly e l a i l e r 

poe l t ion t 

I t wee found that et e coffee p lan ta t ion 

owned by the Venda Oevelopaant Corporation 

(V0C) and tha t a f aetata.ownare Sapekoe 

aen era paid a maximum of R23*B0 per aonth 

and that f o r woaen t h l e f i g u r e l e R1o,10* 

Theee workere coae from the Phaswane 

Boerdery f a r a a t Tahi fudi end ere engaged in 

digging p i t e . Tractor dr ivere et the ferm era 

paid R38*00 per month ( a f t e r deduotlone) . 

A g r i c u l t u r a l co*-ordlbator for the VDC. 

r da Wat« aeid thet t h l e pey 'was not too 

bad*. Venda Secretory for Economic A f f a i r e 

fIR I1edulav ae id that h ie government had no 

aay wheteoever in waga determinat ions* 

However* leee than a month l a t e r i t wee 

reported (Sunday Tiaea* BO.01.20) that nodule 

had eaid that ' p l a n t a t i o n ooapaniea had 

received a government d i r e c t i v e to pey labour-

era R1 e day* . Oa W t eaid that paying 

unak l l l ed people R1,00 per dey wea be t te r than 

l e t t i n g them a t a r v e . 
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nadulav
 i n U n a with pra-indapandanca 

South Af r ican propaganda on tha bantuatar\» 

said t h a t >Dur paopla ara abla to l i v a o f f 

tha n a t u r a l rasouroaa of our f a r t i l a l a n d * . 

Ha did not aay how no managad to r a c o n c i l * 

t h i « w i t h hla othar atatomanta r a l a t i n g to 

•aednomic davaiopaant' i n Vandai 

•Many of tha wan hava l a f t tha nomaland 
to aarn a comparatlvaly ba t ta r incoms 
i n tha urban a r a s s . 1 

• • * 
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Local woaian wara aoat ly working aa 
claanara i n tha admin is t ra t ive complax 
at Thohoyandou aarning R30fl00 a f o r t * 
n ight* 
'Soma t i l l tha land and at laaat 1 200 
work on taa and coffaa p lanta t ions 
which hava craatad Job o p p o r t u n i t l a a . 
Our goal l a to hava a aound aconomic 
ayatam*1 

In Tabruary tha Poat rapor tara again c a l l a d 

on tha Phaawana fioardary coffaa p lan ta t ion 

and found that tha workara had baan givan %n 

incraaaa of TO#00 par month. Twice a month 

thay ara givan a 25 kg bag of maalia siaal 

and a numbar of ' o i l la f o r round worms'. 

Tha workara ara not paid any pension, 

nor do thay work during rainy daya 

which a f f a c t a tha numbat of p i t a that can 

ba dug» and ror which tha workar i a p a i d . 

» 

Batswsns Car* Transport (BophuthaTawana)l I n 

uriP 8 wa raportad on a a t r l k a at th la f i r m 

that took placa during March, 1979. A two* 

paraon commlttaa appolntad to look in to tha 

a t r l k a raportad i n Hay. 

Tha 10 dlsmlssad workara ramalnad f i r a d 

*ao thay f a l l a d to turn up at a aaat lng 

ca l l ad by tha commission.I four company 

o f f i c l a l a against whom tha workara had most 

grlavancaa wara auapandad for two waaka a f t a r 

tha a t r l k a . Public r a l a t l o n a o f f i c a r FPW 

Kotionbarg would not aay what had subaaquantly 

happanad to than, aa i t waa tha 'buainaaa 

of tha company't and that a l l pa r t i aa wara 

a a t i a f l a d wi th tha outcoaa. 

A fu r tha r a t r l k a took placa at Botswana 

Transport/BophuthaTauana Tranaport Company/ 

Batawana-gara Transport* i n Habopana i n 

Octobor* 1979 - no mantlon waa mada i n any of 

tha reports aa to whathar th la l a tha soma 
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company • • thB oni above ( reported on in s u r l i e r 

ThB s t r i k e took piece e f t e r • coworker 

( P a t r i c k Rakhubela) had dr iven a buo without 

permlaeion, inJurBd another worker ( repor ts 

c o n f l i c t over tha aBriauanaia of tha i n j u r y ) * 

and baan dismissed for i t . A l l 264 workers 

than l a f t tha premises where thay o l legedly 

ware baton charged by po l i ce . I n tha t r i a l 

i t came out that pollCB had thrown taa r QBB 

at tha workere and byetendere and had not 

known what crime to charge tha a r r t a t a d 

a t r l k a r a w i th . 

I n ear ly November tha company re-employed 

a l l but 143 of tha workere (31 of thoaa d i a -

missed baing chargad wi th 'pub l ic v i o l e n c e ' ) * 

Thoaa chargad appaarad ln tha Odi court on tha 

19th November, poatponad to 16th December^ * 

poatponad to 29th January, 1980. 

Tha t r i a l waa poatponad onca mora to 

(larch 3rd* 1980* A pol ice o f f i c e r who gava 

evidence aaid that not only d id ha not know 

which chargaa to l e y , but waa alao unabla to 

i d e n t i f y any of tha accuaad. 

THE a t a t a and I t a idao log ica l apparatuaaa 

j (schools, churches, a t e ) and ropreoelva 

apparatuaaa ( a i l i t e r y , po l ice and i t * 

oranchaa) haa ehown remarkable a a n a i t i v l t y 

to oppoaition a c t i v i t y from white youth 

— remarkable i n i t a vehemence in r e l a t i o n to 

tha threat poaad by auch oppoai t ion, 

Thia a a n a i t i v l t y i a avidancad by bannlnga 

• i 

of atudant leadare , commissions of inqui ry 

i n t o atudant a f f a i r a f and smear canpalgna 

r e l a t e d to thaaev blanket over—reaction to 

atudant publ icat ions^ and a v e r i t e b l e hoat of 

spies* 

Tha e t a t a dapenda on acceptance and act ive 

aupport by white youth of the vayetem" f o r 

a t a f f i n g tha c i v i l se rv ice , po l ice and army# * 

So what do we have - ever greater i d e o l -

ogicel incorpoart lon or white youth while 

the e l l g h t a a t oppoait ion i a immediately atemp-

ad out . While thouaande of black kida attend 

the funerela of t h e i r f r i e n d e , whitae are 

ainglng tha worda of a musical work 

conniaaionad by the Tranaveal Educational 

Department, depict ing ' the eeeault on feail ly 

l i f e and en a l l e g o r i c a l c o n f l i c t between 

a wlee prophet and an anarchiat* (Sunday 

Exoroee* 70 ,09 .23 ) 

Let me turn to a few aapecte of the 

etrategy towarda white youthi Increeaingly 

un lvera i ty and technice l couraee ere l inked 

to the defence force end t h e i r requiremente 

for the a k l l l a of students wi th tha minimum 

of d ia rupt ian to e i t h e r etudy or M i l i t a r y 

service -

U n i v e r s i t i e s , technlkona end s im i la r 
i n s t i t u t i o n s should consider t a i l o r i n g 
t h e i r terma and langtha of coureea to 
meet the neade of not ionel servicemen, 
the Deputy M n l e t e r of Oefencev f ir OH 
Coeteee, eaid , , . ( S t a r , 7 9 , 0 8 , 2 2 ) . 

Veld schools, run by tha TE0, are b la tan t 

propaganda exarcieee — even t e l l i n g pupi le 

that the Department of Information scandal 

wee e 'communist p l o t * * 

Chief of s t a f f , fleer Admirol RA Edwards, 

t o l d a Republic Oey gether ing in 1978 that 

one would have to go a long way t o f i n d 
a ba t te r method of ensuring m i l i t a r y 

praparedneae then theough the naw Joint 
cadat eyetem introduced by the SAOf and 
educetionel depertmente* 

Under t h i e aystsm contract taechere . . . 
would be ca l l ed up annually in Januory 
end durlftgv t h e i r ne t lone l service would [ 
be t ra ined ae commando o f f l c a r e to be 
ettached to the cedet organ isa t ion . 

In th ia way meaningful t ra in ing can 
be given during achool houre i n youth 
preperedneea perlode* 

Training of cadata during achool holidays 
•ay be f u r t h e r extended by t h e i r a t t end ­
ing edventure camps, bivouaca and ao 
on ( S t a r , 78 .05 .31 ) 

A new development haa been the d i rec t or 

i n d i r e c t involvement of white pupi la ln po l ice 

operet lona* Three of theaa lnatancea have 

coma to our no t i ce : 

f l r a t l y t 20 schoolboys, aged about 17, epent 

e weak during 197g in the flkuxe arae of Natal 

w i t h the pol ice i n t ry ing to ceteh poachare. 

They eleo helped pol ice set up road blocks 

ln order to search for degga, l iquor and 

weapons. The SAP d i rec tora te of publ ic 

r e l e t i o n e eaid that i t waa hoped thet ' the 

aucceaa of th ia experimental exerciee would 

apark of f eimllar- police-~achoolboy operetione 

throughout the country1* i 

Secondly, ae r ly th ia year (January. 1980) 32 

achoolboya were a i r l i f t e d in to (Jugged t e r r a i n 

i n the Paulpietetaburg area to help the pol ice 

destroy a dagga p l a n t a t i o n . 

Th i rd ly* between 10 and 2D St 5 t i th ien % a 

College achoolboya Joined pol ice in a ra id 

on e f r lcana l i v i n g in e foreat on the luxury 

echool 'e property in Randburg, Two of the boye 

were hurt i n the ra id t h a t involved aeeeulta 

on tha a f r i c a n e , Thia ra id took place in 

ea r ly Febreery, 1980, 
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COMMUNITY 
ORGANISATION 
WE ALWAYS HAVE tha poor wi th ua» to tha Blbla 

would l i v e us to ba l i ava i an unnacaasarl ly 

gloomy prad io t ion* parhaps. Gna t h l n g t howovar 

i t oar ta in i at long as tha ra i t wida-apraad 

povarty, t h t r t you w i l l f i n d aaaortad do* 

goodtrtv rapraasntat ivaa of tho govarnlng 

c laaaaa , and a v a r i a t y of o d d - b a l l a , a l l 

t ing ing t h t aama aong. " S t l f h t l p f
f
 f halp ing 

paopla to h t l p thmmaalvaa'$ 'community 

p a r t i c i p a t i o n ' , * t t t l t f y i n g b t t l c naada*, 

'community c o n t r o l * . Thfttt * rs tho Gl lchfd 

l y r i c t t h a t thty t i n g . Thoir rhythm, howavar, 

i t hypnotic* mnd i t hot t h t o f f t c t of put t ing 

t h t l l t t t n t r t to t l t t P i tnd d i s t r a c t i n g tham 

from daal ing wi th t h t i r t i t u t t i o n i n t n 

arganiamd and r a t i o n a l f a a h i o n . 

'Community davalopmant* and 'promoting 

t t l f ra l lanca* haa boon t h t raaponaa of tho 

r u l i n g c l t t t t o to tho throat of widespread 

u n r s t t amongst t h t povar ty -a t r ickan maassa in 

tha 'Thi rd w o r l d 1 . I t has also basn t h t 

rasponso of most a i d aganoiaa* tha World Bank 

and, to bo f a i r * a largo nuobar of W a l l -

meaning, i f miaguidmd, paopla who h*va baan 

coneornod to holp * tha a ta rv ing maasaa' out 

of tha 'miaarabla and dagrading condit ions 1 

i n whioh thoy l l v s . 

South Af r ica haa no ahortaga of auch 

condi t ions . Unamploymant i s raapant t and i n 

r u r a l and urban araaa a l i k a tharo i a a naar 

apldsmic of ma lnut r i t ion and othor d issssts 

of povsrty such as tubarouloa la . M i l l i o n s of 

paopla ara angagad d a l l y In a daaporata 

struggla for surv iva l ) acratching a faw 

vagatablaa out of tha land, l i v i n g of f 

miasrably • • a l l panalona, dapanding on 

f r ianda and family f o r handouts, Thara l a 

a aavara ahortaga of adaquata houaing. 

Radical and transport sarvleas sra hopalaaaly 

inadaquats, and many araaa of tha country hava 

a complata abaanca of a a n l t a t i o n , watar t and 

othar baalc aa rv icaa . Largs numbara of paopla* 

marglnaliawd by t h a ru th lass log ic of sn 

inhuman aconoalc ayatam and i t a p o l i t i c a l 

buttraaa - aparthald - ara in tha midst of 

a grava o r i a l a of s u r v i v a l . 

This c r i s i s poaaa an immadlato p o l i t i c a l 

chal langa to tha c a p i t a l i s t a t a t a . Thoaa for 

whom tha aocia l ordor provldoa a t o t a l l y 

inadaquata l i v i n g t hava no ataka in that 

aocia l ordar . 

Tha axtant t o which th ia o r i a i a haa 

manifaatmd l t s a l f p o l i t i c a l l y alnca tha 

upr ia lnga of 1976 l a dsaonstratsd by tha 

almoat h y s t a r i c a l d a l l y warnlnga of a 

' t o t a l onslaught againat South A f r i c a 1 , 

and by tha r i a a in obvioualy-organiaad 

ravo lu t ionary a c t i v i t y during tha paat 

4 ymara. 

Ths a t a t a and c a p i t a l , parcalving tha 

throat t o t h a i r ax iatanca, hava formulatsd a 

numbar of raaponaaa. Tha moat obvioua, and 

probably tha moat Important of thaaa, haa 

baan tha t lghtanlng up of contro l t through 

aparthald atruoturma, through tha ra locat ion 

of paopla In r u r a l ghat toa, through lncraaaing 

rapraaalon and a thorough-going a l l i t a r i a a t l o n 

of U f a in South A f r i c a . Thia raaponaa haa 

baan documahtad and analysad slaawhara ( s a t 

for oxampla tha a r t i o l a on frota! atratacy In 

t h i a laaua of Work In Prograaa) f and f a l l a 

outalda tha scops of th ia papar. But thara i a 

anothar prong to tha aurv lva l atratagy whioh 

baara at l s t s t a paaaing rs faranca, aa i t i a 

not unra la t td to tha main thama of t h i a 

diacuaaion. 

Thara haa baan an lncraaaing amphaaia on 

' g i v i n g tha paopla a ataka i n tha systam*. This 

too haa a nuataar of aspacts, but tha ona which 

l a ra lavant hara haa baan t h a attsmpt t o 

•iftprova ths q u a l i t y of l i f a * i n ordar to 

•g iva paopla somathing to d a f a n d ' . Thua tha 

a t a t a and tha ' p r i v a t a aactor* hava davalopad 

a oombinad a t r a t a g y . Tha Urban Foundation (and 

a numbar of loaa a l g n l f i c a n t groupa) scrambla 

f r a n t i c a l l y to improva l i v i n g oonditiona in 

urban araaa. I t worka wi th tha f u l l oo-

oparat lon of tha a t a t a . At tha aama tlmo tha 

armyf through i t a ' o l v l o a c t i o n ' progrsoma, 

l a working c loaaly wi th 'homaland1 govarnmant 

dapartaanta in an mttmapt to provida 

aducat iona l t a g r i c u l t u r a l , madlcal and othor 

aarvicaa to tha aubjact populat ion which would 

othsrwlss hava avan laaa accaaa to ammnltlaa 

of thoaa aor ta* 

But tha atata and c a p i t a l ara trappmd 

i n a f a t a l con t rad ic t ion ! i t l a p rac laa ly 

tha h i s t o r i c a l davalopmant of capitmllam In 

i t a aparthald form whioh haa ganaratad tha 

e r i a i a of s u r v i v a l . I t i a only through tha 

dlamant l ing of tha p o l i t i c a l and aconoalc 

a t r u c t u r a a , and a fa r - raach ing procaaa or 

raconatruct ionp t h a t tha f u l l human naada 

of a l l tha paoplo of South A f r i c a can ba 



peg* 32 

Tha c i v i c ac t ion programme and the 

Urban foundation cannot a t t a i n t h a i r s e i f -

proc la laad goele ( tha iaprovaaant i n the 

q u a l i t y of l i f e for a l l ) without daatroying 

thoaa i n a t i t u t i o n a - c a p i t a l i a a and aparthaid -

t h a t i t i a t h a i r r a a l goal to p ro tec t * 

I n t h a i r aoro honaat aomente, both tha 

• r a y and tha Urban Foundation w i l l admit 

that t h a i r work i a not aimed a t improving 

tha q u a l i t y of l i f a for a l l * Tha a n y haa 

atatad t h a t i t a programme ia d i ractad a t 

winning tha hearte and ainde of paopla in 

tha aoat m i l i t a r i l y a a n a i t i v a areee. I t haa 

fu r the r a tetad t h a t i f tha pol icy doaa not 

eucceed, than etrong-ara t a c t i c a w i l l ba ueed, 

end people r a a e t t l e d f roa thaaa a a n a i t i v a 

araae* Tha Urban foundat ion , too, haa atatad 

that I t a work i a d i rected at b o l a t e r l n g tha 

' f r e e e n t a r p r i e e ' eyetaa* and a t proaoting a 

*black n idd la o laae* * Thue both tha atata 

and o a p i t a l era engaged i n a cynica l attempt 

to a l l e v i a t e aoaa hardahip by providing % 

v a r i e t y of earvicee dreeaed up i n tha 

rha to r ic of coaaunity development* They 

hopa to convince the r a c i p i a n t e of t h a i r 

' g o o d w i l l 1 that buainaea and tha a t a t * 

genuinely have t h e i r i n t e r a e t e a t h e a r t , 

and ehould ee a r e e u l t ba aupported in the 

growing p o l i t i c a l c o n f l i c t * 

Thia atretegy aay ba a cynica l onat but 

i t doea contain a ra f raeh ing dagrea of honoety* 

f o r thoea who wiah to d le tanca thaaaelvae 

f roa th i a atratagy of co -opt ion , i t l a 

naceeaery that thay ehould be ab la to ehow 

how t h e i r act ione d i f f e r not only i n i n t e n t i o n , 

but aleo i n mffaofr f roa thoaa of the et«te 

and groupa euch ae the Urban Foundation, 

Thia paper i e intended to point out eomo of 

tha er rore that era made, and t r y to point 

tha way to genuinely progreeeiva fo rae of 

a c t i o n * 

Outalde of tha d e l i b e r a t e p l o t t i n g of 

the e t a t a and monopoly c a p i t a l v and operat ing 

froa aore commendable motlvoc, ere ranged a 

whola eer iea of gtoupe which ere t r y i n g to 

aake good the f a i l i n g e of the eyetaa* Here 

ona w i l l f ind a nuaber of church paoplav 

l i b a r e l whltee wanting to eelve t h e i r 

coneciencae by 'doing aoaoth ing 1 , l i b e r a l 

blacka who want to ' u p l i f t t h a i r paopla* 

and* indeed* e nuaber of sel f -proclaimed 

r a d i c a l e * Theea paopla* operat ing from a 

v a r i e t y of mot lvet ione, are uauel ly genuinely 

concerned by tha human a iae ry thet they eee 

around thaa* 

The r i r e t roaponee t o t h l e a leery le 

thet which hae bean c h a r a c t a r i e t l o of a laaenta 

oT tha church and r ich l i b a r a l e elnca tha 

opening decadae of tha c a p i t a l i a t apochi 

c h a r i t y * Poverty and a ta rva t lon era an 

a f f r o n t to any eene i t lve eoul* They aleo 

poee a d i r a c t ohallanga to the b a l l e f i n 

i n a v i t a b l a hu»en progreee t ueed ea par t of 

the Ideology which haa developed to provide a 

a o r a l leg i t imacy to c a p i t a l i a a * I f people era 

e t a r v i n g f feed them| i f they era homeleee* 

e h e l t a r tham| i f they era i l l i t e r a t e , teach 

theai i f they are, a lck f go and l i v e among 

th'aa and heel them, Thia hce been the r a l l y i n g 

cry of aeny e a l f l e a e and dediceted people 

from A lbar t Schweitzer to Hother Theraea* 

Unfor tunate ly* evan the aoat ardent mlealonary 

auet edmit that the lapact of char i ty on 

the aua t o t a l or human a iae ry haa been almoet 

negligible* 
Thle haa lad to tha development of e 

c r i t i q u e of c h a r i t y which l a now regarded 

aa thoroughly unfeehionable* or evan aa bad 

and counterproductive* The main pointa of 

c r i t l o i e m are that c h a r i t y i e bad becauaa 

i t producea 'dependence on the g i v a r * t *"<* 

aleo baceuee i t i a degrading to raceive 

handoutav
B Char i ty i a accuaad of * r e - i n f o r c i n g 

the cycle of poverty* and l e regardad aa 

making i t avan laae l i k e l y that tha rec ip icnte 

of o h e r l t y w i l l i n f e e t ever improve t h e i r 

l o t . I n a d d i t i o n . I t wee f a i t t h a t char i ty 

• l e f t the baalc problea untouched*! end 

t h e t money epent on aid end char i ty wee 

aonay thrown down a bottbaleee p i t * I t waa 

argued t h a t char i ty dea l t only wi th eyaptom* 

whila laaving the r e a l cauaee of povarty 

untouched* 

I n order to aaka the beet uee of 

ecarca rooourctee, a new etratagy waa devieed* 

Thle etratagy l a w a l l repreaentad by e much-

uaed quotei "Give e man a f l e h and you feed 

him f o r a dayi taech him how to f i e h and you 

reed him fo rever" . The hallmark of th ia new 

etretagy i a tha b e l i e f that through aducation 

and motivat ion you oan help people to help 

themealvaa* and ao promote e e l * - r e l i e n c e * 

Ae e reeu l t of t h l e naw wladomf c h a r l t i t a 

and churchee have traneforaed t h e i r e c t i v l t i a a 

in to 'community development progreaaee' , and 

t h e i r f i e l d workare are now 'development 

agento ' * promoting e a l f - r e l i e n c a * 

Tha next important ingredient of tha 

community development proceaa l e 'community 

p a r t i c i p a t i o n * and *oommunlty involvement•» 

Thle ingred ient growe out of a number of 
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d i f f e r e n t neede f a i t by the community 

deviiiopmint agent* In the f l e e t p lace*there . 

I t the recognit ion thet the oroblcae of tha 

poor ere l a r g e l y a o e l a l probleae* or communal 

probleae* in tha eonoe that thay ara envlron-

mentel , and do not olmply e f f e c t i n d i v l d u e l o . 

Tor example* tha lack of an adaquata water 

eup'ply* or overcrowded l i v i n g condi t ional both 

of which aaalat tha apraad of dlceooe* eannot 

ba daal t with by tha I n d i v i d u a l . If probleae 

of t h l a aort ara to ba daal t with a t a l l , thay 

hava to ba taoklad on tha l a v a l of tha whole 

coaaunity* 

In tha eocond placa v thara la tha 

racogni t ion thet tha problems can only ba 

tacklad i f tha coaaunity provide* tha 

nacaaaary labour and eupport* Ao euch* I t l a 

f a i t that tha •community «u*t ba involved 

froa tha beginning** Aleo* *they f w i l l anaura 

tha aueoaaa of tha projact in tha futura i f 

*they f hava baan lnvolvad l h tha d e e i e i o n -

aaklng procaaa froa tha beginning* In th la 

c u t , I t l a argued* tha community w i l l f a a l 

tha projaot to ba I ta own* , 

Thla tandancy to want t o involva tha 

community la re - in forced by two othar elemente 

j i n tha e r t t l q u a of char i ty* F i r s t l y i t l a f a i t 

that I t l a nacaaaary to move SUB/ froa what l a 

ragardad aa tha degrading aapaot of char l tyt 

! racaivlng handouta and having nothing to 

I contr ibute and no control Over tha treneoct lon* 

Secondly* I t l a argued* tha dependency which 

la created by charity* leaaena peop lee ' 

a b i l i t y to atand on t h e i r own feat* 

Community development* on the other hend* 

wenta to g ive people greater control over t h e i r 

own Uvea* For thaea reaeon* i t i e important 

that the coaaunity 'ehould ba lnvolvad froa 

the beginning* end ao ehould regard any 

project ea the ir own* one which thay have 

i n i t i a t e d and control* 

Another c r l t l c l e a ega ine t oharity l e that 

the g iver decidee what ha/ahe l e going to 

g ive* By i a p l i c a t l o n f the g iver l e deciding 

the ' r e e l neede' t h e t ere to be aet* Community 

developaent workere* on tha other hend* want 

tha coaaunity ' t o a r t i c u l a t e t h e i r own heede'* 

I t l a regerdad ee iaportant that a prooaea 

of eoneultmtlon with the community ehould 

be eetabl iehod* flectinge era c e l l e d with 

community repreeente t lvee* or community 

leedore* In order t o diecover theee real 

probleae* and what i t l a t h e t neada to be 

dona about them* The aathode of dea l ing with 

theee probleae are diacueecd end decided 

upon* General ly , an a t t e a p t w i l l ba made to 

find eoao 'appropriate* e o l u t i o n to the 

p e r t i c u l e r problaa* By t h l e l a ganere l ly 

meent e eo lut ion that la low coet* eppropriata 

to the e k i l l e and raaourcea the people heva 

e t t h e i r d iepoeel* l e in harmony with 

a x i e t l n g soc ia l r e l a t i o n e * end ye t w i l l 

a t i . l l do the Job of work to be done* 

Thle* then* l e e br ie f aketch of what 

l e genere l l y c a l l e d the 'community development 

proceee*. It l a now neceeaary t o examine eome 

of the flewe end f e l l l c i e a wi th in t h l e 

approach* 

DEVELOPMENT OR ORGANISM IP*? 

I t l a d i f f i c u l t t o c r l t l c l e a any mingle 

part of the ideo logy of community development* 

Pert of the d i f f i c u l t y aprlnga froa tha fac t 

that the Individual e l eaente ere ao poorly 

defined aa to defy proper one lye le* But the 

mejor d i f f i c u l t y e r i e e e froa the epperently 

good in tent ion* of thoaa who propound t h l e 

ideology* Uho* a f t e r e l l * cen deny the 

v a l i d i t y of proaotlng e e l f - r o l l e n c e eaonget 

people who heve no-one but themeelvee to 

re ly on? Who cen deny that people who make 

up a coaaunity ehould p e r t l c l p e t e in declaione 

that a f f e c t the ir l l v e e ? who would ergue thet 

people wi th in ooaaunl t lee ehould not e r t l c u l e t e 

t h e i r real neede* end then work together to 

meat thoae neede? I e i t not obvloue that 

aolut lone to probleae auet be t e c h n i c a l l y , 

economically and c u l t u r a l l y appropriate to 

the neede end reeouroee of the coamunltlea 

experiencing thoee probleae? 

Unfortunetely* however* theee p r i n c l p l e e 

ara a l l e n t i r e l y ebetrect* They do not embody 

with in thoa en underetanding of the r e e l 

p o l i t i c a l and econoaio forcea operating In 

the e o c l e t i e e to whieh they ere applied* Ae 

evch* they ere f ine Bounding pr lno lp lee* but 

are in fac t completely empty of meaning, Theee 

pr inc lp lee heve no uee in the e truggle to 

tranafora the world* beceuee they include 

no underetending of the world. The p r l n c i p l e e 

ere eo veguo. thet e t e t l n g them cree tee more 
* 

queet ione then i t enewerat tfhat la ea l f -

re l iance? uhet l a a community? Ie there 

rea l l y a p o e e i b i l l t y oT community 

p a r t i c i p a t i o n ? What ie the cauao of tha 

probleae thet we are trying to eo lve? Should 

we not be try ing to tranafora r e a l i t y * rathet 

than try ing to find 'appropriate ' ao lu t lone 

to tha problems that i t oreatee? 

To anewar theee queet ione we are required 

to do eomething more then teke e e u p a r f i c l e l 
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look at the problaae of contemporary South 

Af r ican eoc ic ty* and than b l i n d l y a t taopt 

t o aolva these problems one by ona through a 

aar laa of ' a a l f halp* programmes. Ue are 

required to analyse tha h i s t o r i c a l emergence 

of tha s i t u a t i o n which.praaanta i t a a i r to ue* 

and to w ie ld t i t l e understanding aa a weapon 

in tha atruggla to change tha s i t u a t i o n . I n 

t h i a way, ve w i l l r i d ouraalvaa o f thaaa 

problems. Through t h i a sna lye ie* « • w i l l 

• l a o r i d ouraalvaa of tha nsad to r a l y on 

p r i n o l p l e e ao vague that th» y 0 en b » adoptad 

by erch-conaervot ivee and se l f -profeeaed 

r a d l c a l a a l i k e * 

COLONIAL COfJQUtST A*> kflZH 

I t l a not poaalbla hara to give a 

tfatallad analyala of South Af r ican h l a t o r y * 

Out an undaratanding of tha 'problems* faced 

by tha oppraaaad paopla of South Af r ica doaa 

raqu l ra a akstch o u t l i n a of tha development 

of South Af r ica from tha t i P « t h a t c o l o n i a l 

conquaat began, in b r i a f i 

Tha par iod of co lon ia l p t n a t r a t l o n M a marked 

by a aar laa of c o n f l l c t a which diaruptad 

t r a d i t i o n a l pattarna of l i f a v and had tha 

l o n g - t a r a a f f a c t of d r i v i n g tha loca l 

populat ion of f tha land, which waa takan over 

by whita a a t t l a r fermera* In t ime* tha 

aubalatanca existence of p t a - c o l o n i a l t l n a a 

waa destroyed. Tha dlacovaty of gold and 

diamonda lad to tha davalotmant of a mining 

industry and the i n e v i t a b l e growth of 

aeeondary lnduatrftss* a l l of which required 

a chaap and oontro l lad labour force* At tha 

eame t ime* tha davalopaant 0 f towna around tha 

i n d u s t r i a l a l tas provided tha p o a a l b l l i t y 
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of r i c h markets for a g r i c u l t u r a l product , 

Thia provided tha inoent lve for a a t t l a r 

faemare to tranaform themeelvee from 

aubalatanca a g r l o u l t u r a l i s t a i n t o commercial 

farmers* They too devalopad tha need to* a 

labour force* ee wal l aa for more l a n d . 

The development of c a p i t a l i s t industry 

and a g r i c u l t u r e thue reau l ted i n e re inforced 

need to d r i v e e f r l c a n paaaant fermere o f f t h a 

landp and i n t o the labour market* Thia waa 

a l ready happening to soma extent* bacauae the 

dec l in ing p r o d u c t i v i t y of aubalatanca 

a g r i c u l t u r e uaa foroing a f r i cana to eoelc wage* 

labour tt\ order to ourvlve* Thie proceea wee 

heatened by auoh Measures ae the in t roduc t ion 

of ver ioua forme of t a x a t i o n , which meant that 

paopla had t o work in order to obtain aionay 

f o r the t a x e e , Thia reooval of able-bodied 

man from the lend* and migrat ion in to 

lnduatry* in turn heetened tha col lapee of 

tha t r a d i t i o n a l economy* which wee by now a t 

eny r a t e deformed by being oonflnad to email 

ressrve srsee. 

The l l v a a of ganeratione of South Afr icana 

have been ahaped by tha changing naede of 

c a p i t a l i s t i n d u s t r i a l and a g r i c u l t u r a l develop­

ment. I n time there developed a r e l a t i v e l y 

email populat ion of permanent urban dwellera 

and a muoh la rger group of migrant lebourere 

whose homes are in the roeerve areaa* but who 

come to tha towna to work. The i r f a m l l l a a * and 

thoae who cannot gat work* ere foroed to remain 

In the r u r a l ghattoa* t r y i n g to augment the 

amsll amounta of money t h a t the migranta are 

eb la t o Bend hoiuj by indulging i n incessingly 

pa the t ic attempts at aubalatence a g r i c u l t u r e 

on progroaslvoly d e t e r i o r a t i n g l a n d . 

The movement of th ia workforce i a • 

r i g i d l y contro l led by en inoreaeingly 

sophist icated network of lawa and regulat iona 

deaignad to enaure an e f f i c i e n t f low of labour 

to lnduatry and a g r i c u l t u r e . I t i a alao 

deaignad to enaure that only aa many workere 

ere chennelled ae era needed* the remaindar 

being confined to the Bentuetane* there t o 

aurv ive aa bast they cen a 

I n rmoent yeara lnduatry* and lncraee lngly 

a g r i c u l t u r e ee w e l l * hea bean shsped by the 

aver mora powerful preeence of tha monopoly 

c a p i t a l i s t sector . A major coneequenoe of 

th ia l a an ever-higher l e v e l of c a p l t a l -

l n t a n a l t y (mechanlaetlon) which in turn 

resu l ts in a r e l a t i v e l y ameller labour 

f o r c e * Thia* combined wi th a lov ra te of 

economic growth* hae l e d to the rep id 

expanaion In tha numbere of unemployed people* 

In e g r i c u l t u r e * the consequences have been 

p a r t i c u l a r l y deveetat ing* Here mechaniaation 

and the nead for p o l i t i c a l c o n t r o l have 

reaul ted i n ordinary wage-labour raplaolng 

o lder * more ' f e u d a l * types of lsbour r e l e t i o n e 

such ss lsbour tenancy, and ahare cropping, 

A la rge number of fami ly groupe heve thue 

loa t t h e i r mesne of eubaiatence on white 

farma* 

The unemployed* thoea who have never 

been employed* and the many dr iven o f f whi te 

farma are alao oonflbed t o the Bantustane, 

many in landlaee v i l l a g e s wi th no v i s i b l e 

mesns of support . Thus the burden on the 

r u r a l ghattoa lnoreeeas snd ths p l i g h t of the 

capt ive populat ion d a t e r i o r e t e e * 

In tha advanced c a p i t a l i s t countries of 

the bloat* co lon ia l end l m p e r i s l l a t e x p l o i t a t i o n 



haa enabled t h e c a p i t a l i s t • y e t e a t o a c h l a v a 

a r e l a t i v e l y h i g h l i v i n g s t a n d a r d f o r a l a r g a 

p a r t o f t h a w o r k i n g e l m , Tha oonaaquanca 

haa baan t h a t ( a t l a a a t t e m p o r a r i l y ) t h a 

w o r k i n g c l a a a aa an o r g e n l e e d f o r c a haa baan 

i n c o r p o r a t a d i n t o t h a ayatem aa a w h o l e * I t 

i a t h u a p o a a i b l a f o r a f a c a d e of democracy 

t o b a m a i n t a i n e d . 

However , i n t h a a x - c o l o n i a l o o u n t r l e a o f 

t h a ' T h i r d W o r l d * t h a a i t u a t i o n i a d i f f a r a n t . 

T h a i r economloe deformed by t h a c o l o n i a l 

p a r i o d v and now c o n t r o l l e d and emeeculeted by 

t h a naada o f I n t e r n e t i o n e l / * o n o p o i y c a p i t a l , 

t h a a a c o u n t r i e s hevo baan uneblo t o a c h l a v a 

a n y t h i n g l i k o t h a economic development o f 

t h a i m p e r i a l l e t powera . Tha conaaquanoa i a 

t h a t c a p i t a l i a t e x p l o i t a t i o n haa m a n i f e s t e d 

i t a a l f i n d i r a p o v e r t y and d e p r i v a t i o n * Th ia 

haa r e s u l t e d I n a u b a t a n t i a l p o l i t i c a l t u r a > o l l v 

which i n t u r n haa provokad v i c i o u a a t a t a 

r o p r e e e i o n . K a r a * and t h i a I n c l u d e a South 

A f r i c a , t h a a t a t a f a r i o n c l a a r l y p l a y e t h a 

r o l a of p o l i c e m e n , p r o t a o t l n g c a p i t a l i a a and 

t h a r u l i n g c l a a a a a f r o a t h a a t t a a i p t a o f t h a 

a u b j a c t p o p u l a t i o n t o f r a a t h e a a e l v e a . 

Tor e x e a p l e . South A f r i c a haa mn 

e x t o n o i v o and a o p h i a t i c a t a d natwork of 

p o l i t i c a l c o n t r o l t o p r o t a o t t h a p a t t a r n of 

e c o n o a i c d e v e l o p e e n t and p r i v i l e g e * Tha 

c a n t r a l power o f t h a P r a t o r l a reg ime l a 

a x a r c i a a d around t h a c o u n t r y th rough t h a 

a o - e e l l e d *homaland g o v e r n m e n t e ' . Thaaa i n 

t u r n a x a r c l a a powar t h r o u g h a natwork of 

t r i b a l a u t h o r i t i a a t h a t c o n t r o l t h a d a y - t o ­

day l l v a a of t h a i r o u b j e o t c * At aach l a v a l 

t h a r a i a an amount o f e t a t u t and p r i v i l a g a 

g r a n t a d t o thoaa a d a i n i e t e r l n g t h a ayatem i n 
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o r d e r t o a n a u r a t h a t t h a y r a a a l n l o y a l 

e o r v a n t a * 

I n urban e r e e e , t h a work ing c l a a a u 

a a p a r a t a d i n t o g h a t t o a f roai which I t i a 

p o r - i t t e c j t o emerge o n l y i n o r d e r t o ke%p 

t h a whaala o f i n d u a t r y and commeroe 

t u r n i n g . Each a a p a c t o f t h a i r d a l l y l i v % e 

a r a r i g i d l y c o n t r o l l a d - by t h a f a c t o r i a l 

and bua lnaaaaa a t w o r k , by t h a a d m i n i e t t a t i o n 

boarda a t home* Compl iance i a a a a u r a d by t h a 

naad t o e u r v l v e , wh ich aeana t h a naad to 

work and hava a homa, which aeana o b e d i e n c e * 

O l a o b a d i o n c a ao a a a l l y aoene r e p a t r i a t i o n 

t o t h a ' h o n e l a n d a * * and t h a t l a a f a t a t o 

ba a v o i d e d a t a l l c o o t e * 
-

CflHHUNITV OEVELGPnCNT? 

Having c o a p l e t e d t h i a a k e t c h of t h a 

f a c e o f South A f r i c a , a t t e n t i o n can once 

a g a i n ba t u r n e d t o t h a p r o b l a a e t h a t community 

deve lopment a t t e m p t o t o d e a l w i t h , Theae 

p r o b l e a a can c l a a r l y and e a a i l y be d e a o n e t r a t e d 

t o be t h e p r o b l e a a of e b r u t a l e c o n o e l c 

a i t u a t i o n backed by a b r u t a l p o l i t i c a l a y a t e m . 

F u r t h e r l n v a a t i g e t i o n w i l l ahow Juat how 

inadeQuata t h a nabuloua concepte of community 

d a v e l o p a e n t a r a f o r cop ing w i t h t h a a e p r o b l e a a . 

D e a p i t e much r h e t o r i c to t h a c o n t r a r y , 

t h a p r i a a a o t i v a t l o n of c a p i t a l i a t a o c l a t y i a 

t h e p r o d u c t i o n of w e a l t h , and i t a a c c u m u l a t i o n 

i n t h a handa o f t h a r u l i n g c l a a a * P r o f i t 

r u l e a a l l a l e e . Tha work ing c l a a a produces 

t h e w e a l t h , and t h e c a p l t a l i a t a e x p r o p r i a t e 

i t . T h i a l e t h e f i n a l , d e t e r a i n l o g f e a t u r e 

of c a p i t a l i a t a o c l a t y . 

i n South A f r i c e a weak and d l e o r g t n i e e d 

w o r k i n g c l a a a haa baan u n a b l e t o w in f o r i t e e l f 

e a u b a t a n t i a l l y h i g h e r e t e n d e r d of l i v i n g , i n 

t e r a e of e i t h e r wegee o r a o c i e l a e r v l c e a . U n t i l 

f o r c e d t o do a o , n e i t h e r c e p l t e l nor t h e a t a t a 

w i l l p r o v i d e t h e a e of t h e i r own a c c o r d . The 

m a e e l v e power of t h e a t a t a , and t h e e x i e t e n c e 

o f v a e t u n e a p l o y a e n t , aakea t h i a b a t t l e 

e l w a y e an uneven o n e , w i t h t h e b a l a n c e t i p p e d 

v e r y auch e g a i n a t t h e w o r k i n g c l a e e * The 

r e a u l t a o f t h a unavenneaa o f t h i e b a t t l e a r e 

t h e ' s o c i a l p r o b l a a e 1 t h a t t h e proponante of 

community development wlah t o t a c k l e . But 

t h e a e p r o b l e a a a r a o n l y aymptome o f a much 

g r e a t e r p rob lem* 

The r e l a t i v e power o f t h a e t a t e , c o a b i n a d 

w i t h t h e a e e r c h f o r p r o f i t a , aeana t h a t t h e 

l o w o e t p o a e i b l e wagea a r a p a i d t t h e coneaquence 

i a , o f c o u r a e , d i r e p o v e r t y * And p o v e r t y 

i t e e l f haa aany conaequencea, and cauaea 

many a o c i e l p r o b l e m * * 

C a p i t a l l a a on ly r e q u l r e e t h a t t h e w o r k i n g 

c l a a a ahould l i v e ( e o t h a t thay can 

c o n t i n u e t o w o r k ) , n o t t h a t t h e y ehould 

i i v a w e l l . T h i e meene t h a t t h a r a e r e o n l y 

two waya f o r t h a w o r k i n g c l a a a aa a whole t o 

ge t a n y t h i n g b u t t h e b e r e e t n a c e a a i t l e e f o r 

e u r v i v a l t they emet earn enough t o buy t h e m , 

o r t h a y muat hava p o l i t i c a l powar t o demend 

t h a t they be p r o v i d e d by t h e e t a t e * Ue heve 

a l r e a d y aeen t h e t money and p o l i t i c a l power 

a r e i n d e a p e r a t a l y a h o r t e u p p l y , aa f a r aa t h e 

South A f r i c e n work ing c l e a a i a concerned* 

Now we a r a a b l e t o see t h e o r i g i n a of 

t h a ' a o c i e l p r o b l a a e 1 e x p e r i e n c e d by t h e 

p o o r . They e u f f e r f r o a m a l n u t r i t i o n beceuae 

t h a y a r a unab le t o buy f o o d . Thay l i v e i n 

v a a t l y over *crowded alum d w e l l i n g a bacauae 

i t l a o n l y r e q u i r e d t h a t t h e y ehould l i v e i n 
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an eree from which they oan gat to work, and 

yat ba p o l i t i c a l l y c o n t r o l l e d . I t i a not 

required t h a t thay should hava daoant housing. 

(Tha 'housing problem* Is medo worse by tha 

number of ' i l l e g a l people1 Becking i l l e g a l 

work in tha towne l a a t thay eterve in the 

r u r a l araae which i e whara the law requlroo 

them"to be) * 

Treneport l e e permanent, expenolvo and 

t ime-weeting nightmare, bacauee i t ia only 

required t h e t people ahouid ba ab le to get 

t o work. I t dome net M t t e r t h a t t r a l n e end 

bueea ere overcrowded* or i f paople heve to 

leeva home et 5-00om i n order to get to 

work on t ime . The ' t renepor t probleei1 too 

l e Made woree by p o l i t i c a l conoiderat iona . 

Apartheid requiroo t h e t where poeaibla the 

workforce ahouid l i v e i n the 'homelands*. Ae 

a r e e u l t v whole townehlpe are uprooted and 

Moved to areee ee fa r aa SO ki lometere away 

f r o * tha i n d u s t r i a l eantrea t h a t thay aerva* 

I l l n e e e end dleeaee are a c t u a l l y cauaed 

by inadequate food, inadequate hea l th 

regu la t ion* et work, the etreae of eurv lva l 

under d i f f i c u l t condi t ions, and the unheelthy 

environment oauaed by Inadequate houelng, 

eervlcee end r e c r e a t i o n a l f a c i l i t i e s . 

Adequate treatment i e a v a i l a b l e t o thoee who 

cen e f f o r d i t . The r e a l must depend on the 

t o t e i l y inadequate heal th eervlcee provided by 

the e t e t e to aneure that there i e not a t o t a l 

breakdown i n the heal th of the working claae 

aa e whole* Thia f f of course, would edvereely 

a f f e c t the eaooth running of commerce end 

indust ry . Educat ion, t^o, l e provided only 

to the ex tent thet i t i e f u n c t i o n e l to e 

system in te ree ted in p r o f i t e ra ther then 

people . I t i e elaed not a t f u l l human and 

eoc ie l development of the i n d i v i d u a l , but 

ra ther e t providing the minimum e k i l l e to 

e workforce. Through i t e e u t h o r l t e r l a n 

h ie rerchy , achooling eleo develope i n atudente 

tha raepect for au thor i t y which w i l l be 

required of t h e * i n the workplece and in 

aoc le ty et l o r g e . 

I t i e poeelble to produce en endleee 

l i e t of e o c i e l problema, and t h e i r roots 

i n the beelc e t ructure of e o c l e t y . I t l a en 

exercioo which would be both meaningless and 

bor ing . Tha p o i n t , however, i e c l e e r . Tha 

'problema of tha poor* are nothing of the 

k i n d . They era eimply the l o g i c a l outcoae of 

e weak end dleorgenieed working c leea which, 

baceuee of i t a lack of s t r e n g t h , l e unable to 

win the v l c t o r i e e neceoeary for i t to improve 

i t a l o t I n the ehort term, end to gein 

p o l i t i c a l power in the long t e r n . 

Now we muet eek the queat iom i n the 

l i g h t of t h l e concrete e n e l y t l e of r e a l i t y , 

whet l e the uee and earning of the abotroct 

p r i n c i p l e * of community development t h e t ere 

mentioned in the ea r ly par t of t h i e paper. 

The anewer l e thet thm«o p r i n c i p l e ! ere in 

themselves woraa than uomloee. f o r by focueeing 

a t t e n t i o n ewey from thtj e o e e n t l e l l y p o l i t i c a l 

neture of the problem, community development 

hae tha p o t e n t i a l f o r Channeling e f f o r t 

i n fe lee d i r e c t i o n . 

I t l e from th ia U c k of p o l i t l o a l 

underetanding that the f lewe in the idee of 

community development a r e d e r i v e d . The ale) of 

e l l community development programmes l e to 

•improve the q u a l i t y of l i f e 1 for some 

p e r t l c u l a r t a r g e t group of people . Without 

except ion, theee progrommeo eim e t providing 

some eerv ice , euch ea heel th cere or weter 

eupplyf or producing e m a t e r i e l r e e u l t , euch 

ea a e r e f t p r o j e c t , or inoreeeed e g r i c u l t u r e l 

produce. 

I n e v i t e b l y , euch programmoe can only be 

aimed at a r a l e t l v e l y oatell number of people, 

a t a p e r t l c u l a r 'community*. Thle "sens thet 

the re l e no gonerel a t tack on the problema 

on e n e t i o n e l l e v e l . The acouaption must be 

thet i f only enough people launched enough 

community development p r o j e c t e , then e l l the 

problema would be dea l t wi th adequately. Heal th 

ee rv lcee , e g r i c u l t u r e end the q u e l i t y of l i f e 

would improve without e roa t ructur ing of the 

economic end p o l l t i c e l s i t u a t i o n . 

Such en eeeumptlon l e en ebeurd l ty . 

The i n i t i a t i o n of p ro jec ts on euch e eoala l e 

i n fac t a programme of ne t ione l reoonetruotion 

end development. Tor i t to be leunched et e l l 

requl rae a eubetent ie l Qhange in the belence 

of p o l i t i c e l fo rcee . Tot i t to be euccaaeful 

would require e eube ten t ie l ree t ruotur ing of 

tha p o l i t i c a l and economic l i f e of the 

country . There ere i n t e r e s t i n g exemplea of 

countr lae which have adopted community 

development end s e l f - h e l p ee n e t i o n e l 

progromaee without attempting euch a proceee 

of r e e t r u o t u r i n g . The beet known of theee le 

the Horemboo pol icy in kenye, which i n e v i t e b l y 

hee hed no e f f e c t on th» q u e l i t y of l i f e . 

By focueeing on tha q u e l i t y of l i f e 

re ther than the question of p o l l t i c e l power, 

community development ignoree the beelo 

p r e r e q u l e l t e for eny euch improvement in tha 

q u a l i t y of l i f e of the working cleeet i t e 

orgenieet ion ee e p o l i t i c e l f o r c e . Th ie , i n 
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r e a l i t y , io the fundamental teak of a l l who 

genuinely wi th to eee euch an improvement. 

I n f a c t , community development theor is ts 

and p r e c t l t i o n e r a of ten a c t i v e l y diecourage 

p o l i t i c a l sna lys i * and involvement. 

p a r t i c u l a r l y i n B rspreosivn p o l i t i c a l 

s i t u a t i o n , i t l a faarad that ' p o l i t i c o 1 

M i l l Joopardiao tha programme that thay 

have embarked on. Tha n a t i o n a l p o l i t i c a l 

e t ruggle anda up being ignored in order to 

protect email projects which, by themeelwee. 

can hava vary l l t t l a long term Impact . (Thara 

i a a t r i c k y queetion of t a c t l o a and a t ra tagy 

hara which w i l l ba daa l t wi th l a t a ? ) * 

Thia i a o l a t a d - p r o j a c t approach io alao 

an i n d i c a t i o n of tha f a i l u r a of thoaa involved 

in community development to analyaa adaquataly 

tha s i t u a t i o n wi th which thay are t r y i n g to 

d e a l . Thia approach lmpl lee t h a t thara arc a 

a a r i a a of lao la tad problems, aach of whioh 

can ba daa l t wi th by a eepareto p r o j e c t . Thuav 

tha ra i a a ' h e a l t h problem' and a 'problem 

of alcoholism1 and a 'houelng problem' and ao 

on* Cach of these i a be l ieved to requ i re a 

aaparata e o l u t i o n . To tha extant that common 

linkages arc aaan f thay ara emrnn in terms of 

tha fac t that thaaa ara problem* t h a t tha poor 

have, ra thar than baing racognlaad aa darlvad 

f r o * tha o v e r a l l p o l i t i c a l poa l t ion of tha 

working claaa* 

Lat ua turn to an axaalnat ion of eome of 

tha othar p r inc ip les of community development, 

foremost amonget thaaa l a tha concept of 

promoting e e l f - r e l i o n e o . Thia i a a myth that 

naada to ba d i e p e l l e d . I n tha Modern world 

there l a no euch thing ae a s e l f - r e l i a n t 

i n d i v i d u e l or community. We ere a l l par t of 

a na t iona l and i n t e r n a t i o n a l d i v l a i o n of 

labour on which wa ara a l l dependent* To 

pretand otherwlee i a simply wrong, M n i n g , 

primary and aeoondery l n d u e t r y t a g r i c u l t u r a l 

product ion t the proceaa of d i s t r i b u t i o n ^ tha 

prov la ion of eerv icoe. a c l e n t i f l c reaaarchi 

e l l thaaa ara an aaaant ia l part of l i f e . uM 

ara bayond tha acope of any a lngle country. 

l a t alone any community or person, to 

provide for i t e e l f . 

I f tha fruits- of thaaa e c t i v i t l a a ara 

u n f a i r l y d i s t r i b u t e d , i f aoae people ara 

excluded froa b e n e f i t t i n g to euch an extent 

that surv iva l becomee impossible, then the 

only solut ion l a to raa t ruc ture the system 

t h a t excludea than* To argue t h a t e e l f -

r e l i a n c e i e an a l t e r n a t i v e l e to obacure 

thia beeic r e a l i t y . 

I t may wal l be thet i n ordar to atay 

a l i v e , and p a r t i c u l a r l y in ordar to have 

raaerve etrength for the p o l i t i o e l a t rugg la . 

tha working claaa aay ba required to re ly t o 

an ext rord inary degree on i t a own reaourcee 

( t h e e t r i k e fund of a t rade union i a a good 

example of t h i e eor t o f ' s e l f - r e l i a n c e 1 ) . But 

to teke th ia ahort t a r n neceaa l ty . imposed 

by a p a r t i c u l a r eyetem. and to turn i t in to 

a dee l rab le goal i n i t a own r i g h t i a to 

commit an extremely conearvat ive a c t . f o r i t 

l a to argue that the eyetem thet imposes t h i e 

neceaalty cannot be changed. 

Cloeely a l l i e d to the concept of e e l f -

r o l i a n c e . l e that of e e l f he lp . I t too l a 

a conaarvet lve concept. I t eeeuaea t h a t tha 

poor cen help theaaelvea while leevlng the 

basic e t ructure of e x p l o i t a t i o n unchanged. 

Tha whole Idee ignoree the fee t that the r i c h 

'help themeelvee' t o the surplus velue which 

i a in fac t produced by the poor: l e by the 

working c l a a e . So the only true weening of 

e e l f - h e l p would ba t h e t the working claaa 

ahould gain ouf f ic imnt p o l l t i c e l power to 

contro l the d i s t r i b u t i o n of weelth thet i t 

i n fac t produceai that I t ehould help i t e e l f 

t o the producte of i t a l abour . Th ie . neoniesa 

t o eay. l e not what community development is 

a l l about . 

The whole of community development l e 

d i rec ted a t tha twin goale of promoting s e l f -

r e l i e n c e . end helping people to help 

theaaelvee. Ae the goale theaeelvea have no 

meaning one might expect t h a t tha tachnlquae 

uamd t o achieve thoaa goale e lse leava a great 

deal to be d e a l r e d . Nonetheleee. the techniquea 

of community development war rent aome e t t e n t i o n 

ee they are widely accepted aa having great 

va lue , end era f e l t t o bo ' s e n s i t i v e to the 

neode of the people* . 

ttCHBiquE? or WWVMTY KvuqP»C"T 

The commonly eccepted f i r s t atap in any 

community development pro ject l e to 'help 

the coamunity def ine the r e a l problems' . 

Needleee to may. ahould anyone euggeet 

t h a t the r e a l problem aree i e the lack of 

p o l i t i c a l power, e x p l o i t a t i o n , or the 

absence of trede unlone f they w i l l be to ld 

thet theae are p o l l t i c e l queationa and that 

community development i e n o n - p o l i t i c a l . Once 

theee r e e l probleaa hava been d e f i n e d , e 

proceaa of •community coneul ta t lon* or 

'd ia logue w i t h the ooamunity' l e then 

i n i t i a t e d , i n order to f ind the 'eppropr ie te 

wey of eolving the problea* given the 

' l i m i t e d reaourcee at the dlapoaal of the 



community 1* 

F i n a l l y a p r o j e c t i a launched i n which 

t h e community i t oxpoctod t o ' p a r t i c i p a t e ' * 

Thuo* under t h o g u i a * o f o o l f h e l p * v o l u n t e e r 

l a b o u r i a r o c r u l t e d t o enouro t h a t t h e p r o j e c t 

i s c o m p l e t e d * 

Th« whole idem of 'community p a r t i c i p a t i o n 

i n d o c i o i o n « a k i n g ' l a p r o e e n t e d mm a 

d e m o c r a t i c o x o r c l o o * Gut t h i a assume* thmt 

thmro i a auch • t h i n g mt a • c o m m u n i t y * . I n 

o t h e r words , i t i t ataumed t h a t a l l t h a p a o p l a 

i n v o l v e d i n t h t procaaa havm a n a q u a l ahmrm 

of power and t h a t t h m l r i n t a r a a t t c o - i n o i d o * 

I n f a c t , o f c o u r a e , lmbalancaa i n 

p o l i t i c a l and aconomio power and i n t a r a a t a r a 

r a f l a o t a d i n t h a s m a l l e s t ' c o m m u n i t y * . Thara 

o x l o t * t h e r e f o r e , a n t a g o n i t m t r c t h e r t h a n a 

u n i t y o f i n t e r e e t c * To i g n o r e t h a a a c o n f l i c t © 

o f l n t e r o e t * t o behave am i f an imbalance o f 

power d i d not o x l o t , i a t l m p i y t o r a - i n f o r o o 

t h a t i m b a l a n c e * Tha l d a a of community 

p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n f a c t w a l g h t o t h a whole prooaaa 

I n t h a d i r e c t i o n of t h a dominant ana p o w e r f u l 

g r o u p * * 

Community p a r t i c i p a t i o n a l l o w s t h a m l i t a 

t o a a i z m c o n t r o l o f t h a ' d e m o c r a t i c * p r o c a a a * 

Thay a r a a b l a t o do ao by v i r t u a of t h t r e e l 

power t h a t thay o x a r c l o o ovar t h a r u a t o f t h a 

community* o u t a l d a of t h a community dava lopmant 

p r o c a a a . Tor e x a m p l e . I n r u r a l a r a a t c h i a f t and 

haadman have c o n t r o l ovar many a t p a t t t o f 

p e o p l e 1 * l i v a a t by v i r t u a of t h a t r i b a l 

a u t h o r i t y s y s t e m . T h l a makee i t v a r y u n l i k e l y 

t h a t o r d i n a r y paop la w i l l go a g a l n a t t h a 

wlohoa o f t h a c h i e f * J u a t b t c a u a t soma 

community davalopmant agant haa p r o c l a i m e d a 

d a m o o r a t i c p r o c o d u r o * Tha atma u a u l d ba 

t r u a o f t h a r o l o t i o n o h i p botwoon t a n a n t a 

and l a n d l o r d a i n a a q u a t t a r camp auch aa 

riintarvaldt uhere t h a l a n d l o r d haa c o n t r o l 

ovar t h a t e n a n t ' s accaaa t o l i v i n g a p a c e , and 

o f t e n t o w a t e r aa w e l l . I f t h e l a n d l o r d wanto 

a s c h o o l , who l a t h a t e n a n t t o aay t h a t a 

c l i n i c l a mora I m p o r t a n t ? 

T h i t c o n t r o l o p t r m t a a i n o t h e r wayo aa 

u s l l . The peop le I n t h e e l i t e e r e l i k e l y t o 

ba b a t t e r e d u c a t e d * Thue t h e y w i l l ba mora 

a r t i c u l a t e ) and b e t t e r v e r t e d i n moot ing 

p r o c e d u r e * T h l e w i l l e n a b l e them t o dominate 

and c o n t r o l any procaaa o f community 

c o n s u l t a t i o n * Th ia i a p a r t i c u l a r l y a o , aa t h a 

deve lopment egent or government o f f i c i a l l a 

mora l i k e l y t o i d e n t i f y w i t h t h e l o c a l e l i t e , 

and ao o v e r l o o k t h e p a t t e r n a o f d o m i n a t i o n 

wh ich a r a b a i n g reproduomd w i t h i n t h a 

•acting* 

Tha cho ioa of p r o b l e m * and thm c h o i c a 

o f s o l u t i o n , l a l i k e l y t o be d i c t a t e d by t h e 

l o c a l r a p r a e e n t a t i v a t o f t h a a t a t u a quo,, i n 

t h a l r own i n t a r a a t a and under t h e i r c o n t r o l * 

Y e t * I n t h e i n t e r e a t a of community 

p a r t i c i p a t i o n * a l l a r e e x p e c t e d t o do t h e work* 

I f t h l e doee n o t happen, a t a n d o r d o l l o h f o a b o u t 

• l a c k o f m o t i v a t i o n ' and * l a z i n e s s 1 on t h e 

p e r t o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n a r a uaed t o e x p l e l n t h e 

f e i l u r e of t h e p r o j e c t * Anyone w i t h eny 

e x p e r i o n c a i n community deve lopment work w i l l 

hava hoard t h i a c ry o n l y too o f t a n i vWa a r a 

d o i n g what wa can f o r t h a a a p e o p l e * b u t t h e y 

t i m p l y r e f u t e t o h t l p t h e m s e l v e s ' * 

Sont imonto of t h i t a o r t a r a a c l e e r 

i n d i c a t i o n of t h e i g n o r a n c e o f t h e e p e a k e r * 

I f p e o p l e w i l l n o t p a r t i c i p a t e t h e r e l e 
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undoubted ly a good raaaon i thay may have baan 

d a c a i v a d i n t h a paat i n t o p a r t i c i p a t i n g i n a 

achama which b a n a f i t t a d on ly t h o t a who ware -

e l r e e d y b e t t e r o f f t n o n - p a r t i c i p a t i o n may ba 

t h a o n l y form of r a a i a t a n c a p o a a l b l e i i t may 

ba t h a t they can aaa f l a w a i n t h a p r o j e c t 

wh ich t h e y e r e u n w i l l i n g t o a r t i c u l a t e s i t 

aay o lmply be t h a t t h e d a i l y a t r u g g l a f o r 

a u r v i v a l l e a v e a them w i t h n e i t h e r t h a t lma 

nor t h a roaourcoo t o p a r t i c i p a t e * 

Ra ther than r e c o g n i s i n g t h a t non— 

p a r t i c i p a t i o n l a a r a t i o n a l r e a p o n t e t o s o c i a l 

c o n d i t i o n s , t h a community davalopmant agent 

l a l i k e l y t o blamo t h e v i c t i m * of thaaa 

c o n d i t i o n a f o r t h a i r l a c k o f m o t i v a t i o n * Tha 

n e x t e t e p t o t o t r y t o f i n d aoma c l o v e r 

t e c h n i q u e t o ' m o t i v a t e t h e communi ty ' i i n 

o t h e r words , t o t r i c k peop le i n t o p a r t i c i p a t i n g * 

The e x e r c i s e o f v i c t i m - b l a m i n g i s , i n 

f a c t , an i n t e g r a l p a r t o f t h a i d a o l o g y of 

community dava lopmant * I f paop la muat be 

m o t i v a t e d f t h e n o b v l o u a l y thay a r a u n m o t i v a t e d ! 

i f t h e o b j e c t o f t h e e x e r o l e e l e t o promote 

o a l f - r o l i a n c o (no m a t t e r how a b a u r d t h e I d e a ) 

t h e n t h e aeaumpt ion l a t h a t p a o p l a cannot 

r a l y on t h e m a a l v a e i I f peop le a r e t o be t a u g h t 

t o h a l p t h t m a c l v o s * t h a n i t i t aaaumad t h a t 

t h e y e r e h e l p l e e t i i f e t t e m p t a a r a mada t o 

promote caaraunity p a r t i c i p a t i o n and w o r k i n g 

t o g e t h e r * t h e i m p l i c a t i o n i a t h a t t h a r a l a i n 

f a c t a community of i n t a r a a t a * b u t t h a t paop la 

do n o t r a c o g n i t a t h i a o r a c t upon i t * 

The whole hlddmn a a t u m p t l o n beh ind t h e 

concept o f community davalopmant i a t h a t t h e r e 

a r a communit laa t h a t a r a b a c k w a r d , and t h a t 

th rough t h a i r own e f f o r t s , each i n d i v i d u a l 
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community can hBlp i t s e l f . 

I n other wordi , tha idea of community 

development l i p in tha f i n a l analysis founded 

on tha b a l i a f i n a dual economyi tha b a l i a f •• 

that thara i a an advanoad and a backward 

aaotion of eoc ie ty , and t h a t thaaa two sectiono 

a c t u a l l y a x l a t indapandantly of aach othar* 

A l l ' t h a t l a naadad l a for tha backward 

Bfictor, w i t h a l i t t l a aaalatanca from concarnad 

groups i n tha advanced sector , to develop 

i t e a l f * Fur ther , th la logic would hava ue 

b e l i e v e , t h i a can ba dona b i t by b i t f f 

coABunity by community* 

Thia i a patent nonecnoa* Tha b r i e f 

h i s t o r i c a l akatch l a r l i s r i n t h l a a r t i c l e 

ahowad qu i te c l a a r l y t h a t tha raoant h l a t o r y 

of South Af r ica l a tha h l a t o r y of co lon ie l 

conqueot, and tha Incorpora t ion of the 

whole society i n t o tha c a p i t a l i s t system* 

I t may Qs that aome of the old forms appsar 

to a t i l l a x l a t * I t may eeesi t h a t thara aro 

a t i l l tha o ld t r i b a l c t r u t t u r o e , and a 

aubaiatanca a g r i c u l t u r a l sector , f o r oxcapla. 

8ut thaaa are indeed Bare formal they hava 

bean drainad of t h e i r old content by the growth 

of cap i ta l i sm, mnd thay now have an a n t l r a l y 

new funct ion end meaning. Thla funct ion haa 

bean changed and deteralned by tha economic 

and p o l i t i c a l procaeaaa of the c a p i t a l i a t 

epoch, 

Tha dual econoay thes is i a nothing but a 

f raud* I t i s par t of the i d e o l o g i c a l J u s t i f i c ­

a t ion for cap i ta l ism* I t l a tha r u l i n g claaa 

weening i t e hende of eny r e e p o n a i b l l i t y for 

tha p l i g h t of tha working c l a s e . And community 

development ie part of t h l e f r a u d . I t i a a 

a t ra tagy of tha r u l i n g clasa d i rec ted at 

foo l ing the victims of cap i ta l ism I n t o 

be l iev ing that t h e i r p l i g h t l a t h e i r own 

f a u l t , and that i t l a by t h e i r own'a f for te 

that thay muat improva t h a l r l o t * In a f f e c t , 

tha ru l ing claaa l a aaylngt ' t h a r a are two 

systems, cure end yours. Tha f a c t that youra 

i a beokwerd i e your own f a u l t . Tha atruggla 

to improve your ayatam l a tha atruggla for 

aducationv for be t te r technology, ba t te r 

communications, b a t t e r anyth ing. But i t i a 

under no circumetancae a p o l i t i c a l atruggla -

a atruggie for working cleee power, e etruggla 

to change gy| e y e t e V • Thua. t o move beyond 

the myet l f i ca t lone of tha r u l i n g Ideology i s 

t o BOVB from a b e l i e f i n backwardneee to an 

analya ia of e x p l o i t a t l o n i I t la to transcend 

community development mnd BOVB in to tha realm 

of p o l i t i c a l s t ruggla t i t l a to move away 

from halplng the poor to organlalng ths 

working c laaa* 

tqnftUMlTY OflGANlSATIOH 

Nona of what haa bean aaid eofar l a 

Intended to euggeet that tha klnda of issues 

that are taken up by community development 

organiaat ione are unimportant* Mor l a therm 

any eugQaetion that a t taapta ahould not ba 

made by the working cleaa to gain improvamenta 

In t h a l r atendard of l i v i n g , Tha important 

thing i a that such attampte ahould be eeen ae 

per t of an ongoing p o l i t i c a l atruggla which i a 

Bora Important than any a ingle l e o l a t a d 

p ro jec t * This underetanding w i l l ehepe the 

nature of such organ isa t iona l project-* , and 

determine the t a c t i c s and atretegy to ba 

adopted* 

Any ac t ion ahould be beeed on en under— 

etanding of the context in which i t tekae 

place, and how i t re ls tss to long tarm goals , 

Thua i t l a necaaeary to es tab l i sh a t h e o r e t i c a l 

baaa f o r what w i l l ba oal lod community 

organieat lon for tha raat of t h l e a r t i c l e * 

(The term i e unea t i a fac to ry , aa I t a t i l l 

parpetuataa the myth of community, but i t 

w i l l be uead for tha asks of convenience)* 

We hava aaan that tha only r a t l o n e l form 

of organiaat lon l a that which alms at providing 

tha working claaa wi th the organiaat lonal 

atrangth to look a f t e r i t a own i n t e r e e t e ; to 

win higher wagea, be t te r working condit ione 

and in f a c t , substant ia l contro l over tha 

work placet and to win f roa tha state the 

kinda of aarvicma and amanitiee neceeeary to 

aneura a healthy and human l i v i n g environment! • 

en environment which I s cont ro l led and 

determined by tha working claaa i t s e l f * 

Trade uniona are an obvioua and 

Important instrument of working claae 

e t rangth* Thay ettampt to win power and 

b a t t e r conditione for workara a t tha point of 

production - i n tha f a c t o r i e s . I t i e hare , 

a f t e r # 1 1 , that tha c o n f l i c t i n g In taree te of 

c e p l t e l and labour ere to ba found In t h a l r 

a ta rkee t form* Honethelees, I t i a important 

t h a t trade unlone ahould not ba eeen to be tha 

only Important area of a c t i v i t y * Tnera are 

othar a i taa of e t ruggla* us hava seen how 

capi ta l ism ehspcs every aspect of peoples' 

s o c i a l , p o l i t i c a l and economic environment -

every aapact of t h a l r l i ved r e a l i t y . I t l a 

worth axamining b r i e f l y the manner in which 

t h l e in t rusion takes piece* 

There era three important points herai 

tha f i r s t I s that avary aapect of l i f e i a 
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turned i n t o a commodity* eomothing to be 

bought end so ld , The eecond i e that many 

aapacta of U f a a t * determined d i r e c t l y by tha 

naada of tha production prooeea* Tha t h i r d i a 

that tha da f in ing fea ture of oepi ta l lam i a 

tha aaarch for p r i v a t e accumulation* ra thar 

than tha promotion of human w e l l - b e i n g * 

I f you want anything but tha moat baaie 

haa i th cere* i f you want adaquata apaca in 

which to l i v e * i f you want e f f i c i e n t t ranspor t 

t o your plaea of work, you heve to ba abla to 

pay for them* Tha earn* goaa for aocla l 

aacur l ty« eara f a o i i i t i a a f o r ch l ld ran and tha 

aged* and ao on. Thaaa thinga ara a l l axpanaaa 

w i t h no ra turn on tha inveotment* A I auch* 

thay ara a n t i r a i y f o r a i g n to an economic 

eyetem which haa accumulation aa i t a prime 

mot iva t ion . Thaaa eorvieeo w i l l only ba 

producad i f thay can ba aold a t a p r o f i t * But 

in tha vary natura of c a p i t a l i s m , thoaa who 

naad thaaa thinga tha moat* tha working c laaa* 

can laaat a f f o r d t o pay for them* 

Tha a te te* aa tha f i n a l protactor of tha 

aconomlo order aa • whole* i a forcad to 

In tarvene* and to provida tha moat baalc of 

auch aarvieaa to tha working cleoe* I t doaa ao 

f o r two reooonei t o anaura that tha working 

e laaa i a phya ica i ly abla ta raproduca i t a e l f 

(otharwiaa tha ayatam would c o l l a p a a ) | and to 

attampt to dafuao tha p o l i t i c a l time-bomb 

t h a t l i a a hidden banaath tha daaparat ion of 

u t t a r poverty* 

In moat ' Th i rd World' countr iaa v and i n 

South A f r i c a , avan thaaa baalc aarvieaa ara 

by and ia rga oniy provldad for thoaa ac tua l l y 

i n mmploymant* However* aa auch a larga 

proport ion of tha working claaa ia unemployed* 

i t meeno that tha aarvieaa ara cont inua l ly 

ovarloadad and ara unable to copa w i t h tha 

demands tnat ara made of them. 

Here again tha ayetem la caught i n a 

f a t a l c o n t r a d i c t i o n . C a p l t a l l a t development 

hea had tha a f fec t of ptogreoalvely eroding 

the l i v i n g atanderde of tha working c laaa aa 

a whole. Yet the produotive forcee unleeahad 

by c a p l t a l i e t developeent have* for the 

f i r a t time* created tha p o a a l b i l l t y of a 

good l i f e for a l l * The m a t e r i a l abundanca 

i n which tha ru l ing c laaa r a j o i c a a l a l i v i n g 

proof of th ia p o a a l b i l l t y * The working claae 

i a thua given an Incent ive to improve i t a l o t . 

I n tha working a l t u a t l o n p an i n d i v i d u a l 

worker may be eble to 'advance* through 

promotion and pay incre«aee. Out the working 

claaa ae a whole muet depend on the c o l l e c t i v e 

power of the t rede union movement to win a 

general improvement* S i m l l a r l y p i n other 

ephereo of l i f e e worker may. by saving* be 

eb le to a f fo rd a p r iva ta doctor. However, i t 

i a only aa a c o l l e c t i v e l y organiaad foroe 

that the working claaa w i l l ba able to demand 

a w e l l - r u n nat iona l hea l th sarvica t h a t 

provldaa adequate care for a l l * 

Capi ta l iam thua createe tha p o a a l b i l l t y 

of adequate m a t e r i a l wealth and l i v i n g 

condit lona for a l l * At the aama time i t 

craataa tha need for c o l l e c t i v e act ion by 

tha working claaa to make th ia p o t a n t i a l a 

r e a l i t y , from th ia a n a l y e i a . therm emerges 

c l e a r l y the need for orQanlaat lon of tha 

working claee in the c o M u n l t i e e in which thay 

l i v e * Although th ia organisat ion may take up 

the eama iaauaa wi th which the community 

devalopmant school i a conoernedv I t doea ao in 

a very d i f f e r e n t way and Trots a parapsctlva 

that l a ael f -conaclouely p o l i t i c a l * 

l o c a l problama a r a t a c k l e d , not only for 

t h e i r own eaka (although th ia l a obvioualy 

important i f cyn ica l p o l i t i c a l manipulation 

l a to ba avoided)* but a lao wi th the in ten t ion 

of expanding p o l i t i c a l underatending and 

organlaat lonal a t r a n g t h . Community organisat ion 

aaake to e l e r l f y and expla in how l o c a l problama 

are in fac t l inked to* and derived from, the 

ganarel atructuraa of e x p l o i t a t i o n and 

oppraaaion. I n add i t ion* auch organlaat lon 

would davelop wi th the I n t e n t i o n of 

cont r ibut ing to the procaea of r e a l a t l n g and 

chal lenging theae a t ruc turea* In the long run* 

whan a u f f i c i e n t l y a e l f - e o n f l d e n t * loce l 

community organlaat lon w i l l ba uaed to make 

damanda on the eyetem, and to win v i c t o r l e e 

from i t * Such v i c t o r l e a might include 

realatance to lncreeeoo i n r e n t a l or t r e n e -

por te t lon coete* an improvement in heel th 

aerv icee* or tha c rea t ion* a t a t a t e exponee* 

of adaquata heel th care f a c i l i t i e s , to o f f e r 

oniy e few exemplee* 

Thera l a an unfortunate tendency emongat 

ee l f -p ro feaaed radical -groupa to diamlaa 

anything gl«en by tha a t a t e aa 'window 

d r e e a l n g * * 1 i r r e l e v a n t concess ion ' t or 

'attempta a t c o - o p t i o n ' * Of course* co-

option and window draaaing are Important 

dangara to be guerded agalnat* But i f 

aomathing i a won aa a r e a u l t of genuine 

organlaat lon* i t should ba ragardad aa a 

v ic tory for that organlaat lon* I t not only 

rmf lecta aome amall a h i f t i n the balance of 

forcee* i t a lao helpe to acce lera te the a h i f t 

by g iv ing the community organlaat lon lnoreaaad 
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power and confidence* 

To argue that eny concess ion to working 

CLBBI demands l i merely co-opt ion ie to ergue 

that nothing w i l l chengo u n t i l over / th ing 

d o n . I t i t to fljy that chenge w i l l only come 

through a euddon spontsneous thou of working 

c l t t i power on « grand s c a l e - although 

where that powar w i l l come from, and how 

i t w i l l ba organised andchannalad ia l a f t t 

unsaid* 

A danger t o ba guarded against la that 

community organieationa may bscoms trapped 

Tor a l l time in s a s l l l o c a l i s s u s s , and ao 

not play the ir proper r o l e in the atruggle 

for change on a nat ional l e v e l * Thla trap 

w i l l ba avoided i f the community organieationa 

do not de f ine thmmeelvee t o o narrowly, and 

are prepared to enter in to Joint ac t ion with 

other group* on matters of Importance to 

the working c l a e e aa a whole* I t l a important 

that such organlaat iona should cont inua l ly 

examine the p o s s i b i l i t y of p a r t i c i p a t i n g in 

a c t i o n s such a e , for example* the F e t t i ' c 

and llonle boycott* It i s e l e o c r u c i e l ths t 

the importance of euch laeues should ba 

d iscussed withv and explained t o , the 

membership* There are of couree t a c t i c a l 

quaet ions involved here* Community 

organ i sa t ions must aek themselveei l e t h i e 

the r ight moment for such a c t l v i t l e a ? Do 

we have adequate support to be able to engage 

in euch a c t i v i t i e s In e meeningful wsy? Do we 

have the o r g a n i s a t i o n e l r s iources to do t h i s ? 

Thsse s r e quest ions which can only be answered 

by the s p e c i f i c community o r g s n l s a t l o n a t the 

moment thet they become re l evant , i t i e 

important thst community organ i sa t ions 

•hould have a b u i l t In commitment to democracy 

both s s s n s t i o n s l g o a l , end Lr> tarma of 

the ir own internal workings* F i r s t l y , t h i s 

w i l l pro tec t them agalnat being manipulated 

by e l l t i e t p o l i t i c a l groupa who wieh to uee 

them to gain support for t h e i r own p o l i t i c a l 

programmes. This i s important* Thsrm s r e euch 

groups who, s s s i n g the etrength of the working 

d o e s , hope to r ide to p o l i t i c a l power 

themselves on the becks of ths worksrs t snd 

in fact have l i t t l e l n t e r e e t i n eeeing the 

workera themeelves g s in p o l i t i c a l powar* 

Democratic organisat ions s r e s l s o l e e e 

auecapt ib le to the repres s ive power of the 

s t s t e * and ere much more d i f f i c u l t to deatroy* 

Such democratio organieationa are not l eader -

l e e s , but ind lv idus l l s s d s r s era l a s s 

Important. Ae the organi sa t ion s e t s and grows, 

a l l p e r t i c i p e n t e w i l l ge in experience In 

day to day organ i sa t iona l work, snd so ths 

orgsn l sa t lon w i l l be bat ter able to aurviva 

the rsmoval of ind iv idua l l e a d e n * 

Perhape the moat important aepect of 

democratic community organ ie s t ion i e that i t 

embodies, in materia l form, the idea of 

true papular democracy, of people c o n t r o l l i n g 

t h e i r own l i v e s and i n s t i t u t i o n s * I t puts 

the Idea of such a form of democracy on the 

agenda for h i s t o r y , dsmonstrstee i t e 

p o s s i b i l i t y , snd the nsed to e t r i v e for i t s 

development in the face of ettempts by the 

e t e t e snd cap i ta l to i n c r e s e e t h e i r control 

over every eepect of peoplee* l i v e s * 

'Comounity p a r t i c i p a t i o n 1 ae proposed 

by the t h e o r i s t s of community development i e 

based on e b e l i e f of a hsrmony of i n t s r e s t e 

which^can be expressed through a programme 

of 'community consu l ta t ion '* This i s very 

d i f f eren t from democrstic organ i sa t ion , which 

rscognleee that soc i e ty i s c h a r s c t s r l s s d by 

c laaa c o n f l i c t e , and aeeke to u n i t e the 

working c l a e e to ree ia t the power of the 

c a p i t a l i s t s t a t e , and organieee t h i e 

ree i e tence along demooratio l l n a e . 

Apart from beginning to crsata the 

r e a l i t y of democracy, there i e another 

c r u c i e l way in which community organiaat lon 

w i l l help to shape the future* By i t e very 

d e f i n i t i o n , community organiaatlon engagee 

in thoee erase which are most deformed and 

etuntsd by the workings of c sp l ta l i sm* I t 

attempte to t e c k l e thess l s s u s s , to g i v s the 

v ic t ims ths power ths t w i l l ensble them to 

c r e s t s nsw and improved condit ione foe them— j 

eelvoe* Ae euch, community orgenieat ion l e 

involved with a l l eepecte of l i f e , t ry ing to 

trenoform the* i n t o something more humane* 

Thoee wfo are involved In community 
organiaatlon w i l l gain a c l e a r lna ight in to 

what ia wrong with e o c i e t y aa i t la now, 

and therefore e leo Into whet a new e o c i e t y 

w i l l look l i k e , in which genuine co«*uni t i ee 

w i l l e x e r c i e e genuine power over the ir own 

condi t ions of s x i s t s n e e . Community 

orgen ie s t l ons w i l l therefore begin to 

develop the Idee of s new soc ie ty* They w i l l 

e l e o , through the ir work, begin to develop 

the l i v i n g embryo of t h i s new s o c i e t y within 

the womb of the old* 
In short then, community organieet ione 

s e e themselves ae the democrat ical ly orQanieed 

axpreeeion of the short term neede, end the 

long therm g o a l s , of the working c l a e e . Ae 

such, thsy must see themeelvee es psr t of a 
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THE TREASON TRIAL : 
'NEVER ON OUR KNEES' 

TH£ LAST ISSUE of tfork In Prooraaa (No, 1 0 , 

Novaabar 197g) d a t a i l a d tha couraa of tha 

P ia ta raar i t xburg Traaaon T r i a l f roa tha f l r a t 

appaaranca in court of two of tha accuaad u n t i l 

tha t r i a l Judga poatponad tha haaring for 

Ju«gaaant* I t w i l l ba raoa l lad that th la waa 

South A f r i o a f a f l r a t Traaaon T r i a l alnca tha 

Tanioui t r i a l of 1956-1961, whara tha a t a t a ' a 

attaaipt to prova that tha Congraaa A l l i anca 

vaa involvad in High Traaaon f a l l a d whan a l l 

tha accuaad wara acqu i t t ad* 

Tha P i a t a r a a r i t x b u r g t r i a l Involvad 12 

acouaad, a l l a l lagad aaabara of tha Af r ican 

n a t i o n a l Congraaa (AttC)* Thay facad a aain 

oharga of High Traaaon, wi th 43 a l t e r n a t i v e 

counta fraaad under tha Ter ror iaa Act , and 

fu r tha r chatgea of conapiracy to coaai t 

aurdor* Aa da ta i l ad In VIP 1 0 , tha accuaad 

rafuaad t o p a r t i c i p a t e in tha t r i a l a f t a r 

tha praaid ing judga, 3uat loo Ka fa r , rulad t h a t 

o a r t a l n atata evidence wee to ba haard I n 

oloaad cour t . I n c i u r i . Tha accuaad d i » -

• i a a e d defence oounaal and aa inte lned a 

m i l i t a n t a t t i t u d e of n o n - p a r t i c i p a t i o n 

throughout tha reeainder of tha t r i a l * 

During tha couraa of tha t r i a l l t a a l f , t h i a 

a t t l t u d a lad to tha aantanoing of two of tha 

accuaad, 3ohn Sakata and ftandlenkoel Hadaba, 

to 6 aonth sentence* for eonteapt of court . 

Court raconvanad in P i e t e r a e r i t i b u r g on 

79*11*12 for tha paaaing of Judgeaent* 5outh 

Af r ican Pol ica vara involvad in highly 

a laborata aacur l ty arrangeaenta on th la day, 

and throughout tha couraa of JudQeaent* A l l 

people antar ing tha araa around tha c o u r t -

houaa wara subject to body searches. Squada of 

pelltse baarlng r i o t guna, r i f l a a and aub* 

aaohlna guna guardad a l l antranoaa and a x l t a t o 

tha Court grounds and b u i l d i n g a , whlla 

vahl^laa in tha v i c i n i t y wara eeerched* Araed 

pollQo pa t ro l l ad roada in tha v i c i n i t y of tha 

court bu i ld inga , and took up poait iona in tha 

graunda af an adjacant col lege* 

Whlla th la s i e g e - l i k e ataoaphere 

prevai led outaida tha court - rooa, i n court 

the \2 accuaad f l l a d in to tha a p e c i a l l y -

oonatructed ahat ter -proof glaaa dock ainglng 

fraettoa aonga, and ahouting alogana to tha 

packed public g a l l e r y * Whan tha accuaad turnad 

t h a i * backs on tha Judga, and facing tha pub l ic 

g a l l a r y gave powar salutes and continued 

a ing lng , praaiding Judga Hafar found thea 

g u i l t y of eonteapt of cour t , and atatad that 

aantanca in that ragard would ba paaaad at tha 

and of tha t r i a l * Oaapita t h l a , tha aocuaad 

oontinuad t h a l r a inglng during varioua parta 

of tha Judgcaent, and on a nuaber of occasion* 

burat out laughing, " I w i l l kaap t h i a i n alnd 

whan I ooaa ta aantanca" warnad tha Judga* 

Oaaling w i t h tha f l r a t aocuaad, John 

Sakata, Juatiea Hafar found t h a t ha l a f t 

South Af r ica and undarwant a i l i t a r y t r a i n i n g 
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I n Angola and Russia. Ourlng August 1976 ha 

aeo involved i n a running b a t t l a a l t h South 

Af r ican P o l i o * a t U l t k l a l g a t i n OophuthaTevena. 

Autonet ic weepone aero uaad by both tha po l ioa 

and g u a r i l i a fo rcec , and one of tha lnaurganta 

th rea a hond-grcnodo a t po l ioa during tha 

comae of tha b a t t l a * Daapl ta t h i e , thara 

vara no oaoue l t leo . A f t e r t h i s angagamantt 

i n ahioh Sakata eeoepod, po l ioa found a hand-

grenade and p i a t o l a t tha o l t e a f tha b a t t l a t 

and discovered nearby a g u a r i l i a baae cemp 

oontalnlng auppllaa and eanun l t ion . 

Af tar h la s r ree t by RoohutheTswenen 

a u t h o r l t l a a i n Novaaber 197Bf ha lad p a l l o a 

t o h la aothor 'e hoaa i n Koatar where • 

bur led p i a t o l aaa found. Subsequently, ha 

took tha pol ioa t o V l t k l e i g e t where 40 

grenadee* 62 blooka a f TNT* 100 parcuaaion 

capa and 3,000 rounda of ammunition uara 

found, togathar with booka on nerxlen and 

ganaral l n f o r a a t i o n on exploelveo. Aa a 

data lnaa 9 ha subsequently polntad out othar 

supply dapota and baaa oaapa to p o l i o a . H la 

f i n g e r - p r i n t * aere alao found an a b o t t l a at 

a baaa oanp* 

Ona of tha a l l e g a t i o n * againat Sakata -

t h a t ha attempted to r e o r u i t paopla for AK 

o c t i v l t l e e at Phokang i n RophutheTswena -

aaa dleaieaed by tha Judg* on t h * baala of 

t h * u n r a l l a b l l i t y of evidence given by tvo 

e t e t e a i tneseee . 

The aecond accused, T ladl teagaa Roeee 

flolefo, wee found to hove l e f t South A f r l o e 

e f t e r the Soaeto r e b e l l i o n of June 1976. end 

undergone n i l l t a r y t r a i n i n g in Angola, 

Rooaabique end Tanzania . During October 

1978 he and tao other g u e r i l l a f i g h t e r e 

wort involved i n e gun b o t t l e wi th aeabere 

of the BophuthoTaaana Hoaa Guard, which 

includes aeabara of tha South Af r ican Pol ice 

•seconded' to t h i e ' independent1 Bantuatan. 

Zn tha anauing angagaaent, tvo g u e r l l l a a 

aare k i l l e d , a h i l e Holefe threa a grenede et 

one Warrent O f f i c e r Cfl do tfitt, and nonaged 

t o eecepe. Tha grenade d id not explode. Rolefe 

aaa cubeequently e r r a e t e d , end i d e n t i f i e d by 

do M i t t ae having thrown the grsnedej a torch 

near tha a l t a of the b a t t l e aaa alao found to 

have h la f i n g e r - p r i n t s on i t . 

Je f f rey fleaeeeka Legoaba, the t h i r d 

eccueed, aaa found by tha Judge to hove under­

gone m i l i t a r y t r e i n l n g in Angole, end returned 

to South Af r lce a l t h e p i e t o l end hendgrenada 

ahich he ooncoeled In e 5owete house. 

Ngobenl, flsphsto and Koaane, accused 

nuBbara four , f i v e end six r e e p e c t l v e l y , aere 

found to hove undergone n i l l t a r y t r e i n l n g . 

Koaane aaa aleo found to have been ec t iva in 

tha d e l i v e r y of auppllaa to t r e l n e e o , end 

involved In t h e i r ec tua l t r a i n i n g i t s e l f . 

At one atega during Judgenant, Oanle l 

Bongo (eeeueed no. 12) chanted "down a l t h 

c e p i t e l l e n , doan a l t h f a a c l a n , down a l t h 

r e e l e n " , end eleo appeared to be l *adlng the 

othere in aong. in reaponee. Justice Hefer 

aerned thet 'You aey think t h e t I t a l l l not 

neke e d l f f e r e n e e e t t h i e stage ahet you do 

I n cour t * I aarn you f o r tha l e e t t i n e , 

p e t t l c u l e r l y eocuaed 12 (Range), aho la the 

leader of the l i t t l e eing-eonge, t h e t ahet I 

do a l l l neke a d i f f e r e n c e " . 

I n another i n c i d e n t , three of the accused 

Bonogod to enuggle placarde i n t o the dock, end 

turning to the pub l ic g e l l e r y , diepleyed the 

fo l lowing aeesegeet 

"eperthoid i e high t reason" | 

"apartheid l a a or iae egelnat humanity"; 

"never on our knses". 

Deal ing a l t h the ceae againet the , 

eeventh end eighth eocuaed ( T i t u e Re1eke 

end Sydney Chone), i t aee held that the 

etateaente they hed aade to pol ice e f t e r t h e i r 

e r r e e t , 'oonfoeslng* to rece iv ing n i l i t e r y 

t r e i n l n g in Moscow, were edaleeebie againet 

then , and hence accepted as evidence. I n 

January 1979 Release end three e there eroeeed 

the Swaziland—South Af r ican border* end node 

t h e i r any to tha &roblorodol « • • 1« * * • 

Eastern Transvaal . They aere cerrying e 

• f e i r eaount* of a n a and anaunl t ion , and once 

i n the Groblorodol d i s t r i c t , both Raleke end 

Chena hed eeoeee t o large aaounte of erne and 

exp los ives . 

Accused nuaber e leven, Vueunuil Zu lu , wee 

found to heve undergone n i l i t e r y t r e i n l n g . 

Hoaever, the a l l e g a t i o n t h a t he hed inveet igeted 

the o i l p ipe l ine et Rerobenk, Durban, w i t h the 

i n t e n t i o n of eebotaglng i t , wee not proved 

egeinst h l n . 

The f i n a l eccueed, 3enoe Oenle l Aengo, 

wee found to heve undergone n i l i t e r y t r e i n l n g 

in Rueele end Angole, end planned en et teck on 

the Whit te leee pol ice e t e t l o n end a e g i o t r e t o ' o 

c o u r t * . I t aee Intended thet lea anforcaaent 

o f f i c e r e be k i l l e d in the e t t e c k . while in 

detent lon f f he hed repaired e na l - funot ion i n 

e flueelen-aede e n t l - e l r c r e f t gun in a f r a c t i o n 

of the t i n e I t took en experienced SA0F e f f l o e r » 



he had alao detected end repaired 

e melfunct ion I n * few minutee which e m i l i t a r y 

o f f i c e r h id been unable to do in h e l f - a n - h o u r . 

Thia ehowed that ha had a prof ic iency and 

axpart knowledge of woepona. 

Three eccompllcae of the aoouaed who gave 

evidence for the a t a t a between then i d e n t i f i e d 

n i l . of the eccuaad aa having been co- t re lneeo 

e t AHC camps i n Rueele r Mocamblque, Angole, 

Zambia and/or Tanzania . 

I n the l i g h t of evidence tendered and 

accepted, Justice Hefer found a l l accuaed 

g u i l t y of High Treaeonv but not g u i l t y on 

the OOUnte Of incitement to nordor. No 

f ind ing wee M d e on the Terrorism Act ohargee 

ee t h i e would have duplicated the treeeon 

f ind inge* 

Oeeplte having been found g u i l t y of 

offencee carrying a poaaible deeth eentence, 

the accuaed reta ined t h e i r a t t i t u d e of non-

p a r t i c i p a t i o n in the t r i a l . Aeked whether they 

wlehed to eey anything i n M i t i g a t i o n of 

eentenoe, one eccuaed r e p l i e d * I conelder the 

queetion contemptuous and i n t u i t i n g " , whi le 

tfenge responded "yours i e not to aek but to 

do"* 

I n paaeing sentence, the Judge aald t h a t 

most of the twelve accuaed hed l i v e d i n and 

eround Soweto at tha t i n e of the June 1976 

r e b e l l i o n , and because the p o l i t i c a l c l imate 

wee unuaual e t t h e t t i n e , he would t r e a t t h i a 

aa a m l t ige t lng f a c t o r . I n t h i a contex t t the 

fo l lowing eentancae were hended downt 

Seketot Legoebe, Ngobeni, Komane, flaleka, 

Chome, Hadebe and nthetwa (accuaed numbers 

1 , 3 , 4« 6 , ? f 0 , 9 and 10)t 

16 yeara imprisonment for High ' ro isonj 

12 months for contempt of o o u r t . (Sokote end 
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Hedebe were elreedy eerving 6 aonthe for 

contempt). 

r iolefe (eccueed nunber 2 ) t 

16 yeare for High Treaaoni 

12 months for conteapt of c o u r t . According 

t o the Judge, only tha fac t that hie throwing 

of e grenade a t the p o l i c e wee not p r e ­

meditated, aeved him from the death penal ty* 

Raphato (eccueed number 5 ) i 

14 yeara for High Traaeoni 

12 monthe for conteapt of cour t * 

Zulu (eccueed number 10)t 

13 yeara for High Treaaoni 

12 months for contempt of c o u r t . 

Turning t o the f i n a l accused, Jamss Denia l 

Henge, the Judge r e f e r r e d to him aa a 

t h o r o u g h l y object ionable end repuls ive 

oherecter in more weye than one" who hed 

been the "obvious i n s t i g a t o r * of many of tha 

dieturbencee in court during the t r i e l . To m 

shocked oourt he paeead eontencei 

Death, plue 10 montha imprisonment for contempt 

On heering t h i e * a eeemingly composed Range 

Jumped to hie f e e t , ra laed a clenched f l e t 

I n the e i r f f end ehoutad •Amendla' * power. 

Reaction wee e w i f t to the peeelng of these 

eentencee* The O e l l y News e d i t o r l e l l e e d t h e t 

" i n eentencing e black man to hang and 
eleven othere to a t o t e l of 1B4 yeara in 
J e l l * * * . * N r Just ice Hofer*.».eummed up 
the eeeence of t h i e stormy epieode (aa 
f o l l o w s ) ! 'Society cannot a l low thet a 
man who cannot resolve the pca i t ion 
through c o n a t i t u t i o n a l meene to do I t 
I n en unconst i tu t iona l manner*. Who or 
what ia i t t h a t prevents such people 
fron ' r eso lv ing the pos i t ion through 
c o n e t l t u t i o n a l -sens'? T rue , there a r e 
avenues, but only the i d e o l o g i c a l l y 
bl inded would dare c e l l them e f f e c t i v e 

in r e a l l a t i c t e r m e . . . . ( T ) h e white 
r u l e r s end thoee who eupport thest might 
pause to ponder the depth of b i t te rness 
whloh w i l l pere ie t unlese meeningful 
chenge l e achieved in South A f r i c a " 
(Oel ly Newe, 7 9 . 1 1 . 1 6 ) . 

Dn 7 9 . 1 1 . 1 6 , the South African Embaeey in 

London was picketed by students , church groups, 

nembore of AAA and AHC protest ing egalnst 

Ranga'e death aentence. I n Hol land, na t iona l 

Te lev is ion broadcaet an ANC c a l l asking the 

dutch people to intervene against flange's 

sentence* 

The Student riepreeentetlvo Council a t 

Cepe Town Unlvere i ty ca l led on the Steta 

; resident to commute henge*e eentence. They 

bel ieved that the 12 convicted in the t r i e l 

were pr iaonere of war, and should be t rea ted 

ee euch* 

"The behaviour i n court of the 12 men 
i l l u e t r e t e a the b e l i e f of the major i ty of 
South Afr lcana t h e t the lewe of t h i e 
oountry are ne i ther mutuel nor Just end 
•imply serve t o boleter and eecure the 
i n t e r e e t e of the r u l i n g minority1*! 

The Justice end Reconc i l i a t ion Commission 

of the Pietormerl txburg Council of Churchee 

ce l l ed the events leedlng up to the t r i a l , and 

the t r i a l l t a e l f , an 

" e p p e l l l n g t ragedy . . .b rought ebout** .by 
the dieeetroue p o l i c i e s which heve been 
pureuad in t h i a country for many y e a r e . . . 
only e rapid and baele change in p o l i t i c a l 
and eocia l p o l l c i e e can prevent the 
cont inuat ion and escalat ion of the o v e r e l l 
South Af r ican tragedy". 

Subsequent t o tha t r i a l , Hange and Zulu 

appl ied for leave to eppmal. I n tha e p p l i c e t i o n , 

i t waa argued t h a t 

+the Judge hed f e l l e d to take account of tha 

f a c t that c o n s t i t u t i o n s ! meene for p o l i t i c a l 
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and so c i a l reform uere not a v a i l a b l e to the 

accused) 

•no regard vaa given to the fac t t h a t the ec te 

the accuaed were convicte-d of were done in the 

nana of eocie l Just ice *hd p o l i t i c a l reforejf 

•flange hed not caueed death or i n j u r y to any 

pcraon, d id not heve wessons a t the t i n e of 

a r r e s t , ceuaed no d e u g e to property , end hed 

not used eny weopons or explosives whi le in 

South A f r i c a * 

The a p p l i c a t i o n f o r leave t o eppeel 

agelnst sentence wee successful i n the oeee 

of nangev but refueed I n Zulu 'e oaee. Argument 

on Ranoe'a sentence w i l l therefore now take 

piece i n the Appeal Court e t e l e t e r etego. 

COURTS 
TCftfiOfllSR ICT T B | H ? . 

Archibald Roaty Ra inyath i ( 2 4 ) and Bingo 

Bent le * (Rbojenl) ( 4 6 ) , 

Chargai Terror ise] . * lz lnyethl l a a l leged by the 

e t e t e to have Joined the, ANC in 1971 mM 

undergone m i l i t a r y t r a i n i n g i n the Soviet 

Union between Kerch end Ouly 19?7| on h ie 

re turn to South A f r i c a , Bentley e l l eged ly 

harboured R z i n y e t h i , knowing that he wee e 

t ra ined g u e r i l l a * Acooroing t o the charge 

ohoot, Rzlnyethl wee t r tnapor tod to a fern in 

the Caotern Transvaal t o h ide f roa the p o l i c e * 

Gentley l a then eteted to have fetched hie f r o * 

the Ceatorn Transvaal end hidden h ia i n hie 

f l a t . 

The e ta te*o f i r e t witness had been i n 

p o l i c e detention Tor 16Q deya when f i r e t 

brought to court to t e e t l f y . Af ter lengthy 

erguaent, presid ing t ieg ia t re te 0 . Steyn 

ruled thet the evidence be heard In ceaer^ 

and the wltneaa not be i d e n t i f i e d . The preaa 

wae, however, permit ted to remain during court 

proceedings. 

The wl tneee, warned ee en accomplice, 

t e e t l f i e d thet v together wi th Bontley, 

arrangeaonte were M d o to both hide Rslnyethl 

i n the fee te rn Trenevaal , and traneport hla 

back to the Soweto a r e a . Under croae* . 

examinat ion, the wltneee admitted that ha wee 

t e r r i f i e d of Rajor Arthur Cronwrlght of the 

secur i ty p o l i c e , John Vorater Square, and 

thought t h a t at one etege the Rajor wee 

l i k e l y to eaeault h l a . Af ter being lnterrogeted 

he aede a eworn etoteaent to a magistrate , and 

waa than held in s o l i t a r y confinement i n a 

O e l l e t John Voreter Square* 

Rz lnye th l t e e t l f i e d t h a t , whi le i n 

d e t e n t i o n , he wee t o r t u r e d ay secur i ty pol loe 

to force h la to f confcee ' to being e t ra ined 

g u e r i l l a . He described how he M e aede to 

e t r l p naked, hendcuffed, and a*de to squat* A 

brooaetlck was then placed between h la kneee 

and e r a s , and the brooaetlck w*a l i f t e d and 

euspended between a t a b l e end c h e l r . He was 

h i t and pulled whi le henglng In t h i e p o s i t i o n , 

Rz lnyath i a leo o la laed that he wae fad 

drugged ooffee by the p o l i c e , which aede h la 

f e e l weak. Linen h ie head wee covered wi th e 

wet eeck, he peased out . I n denying the 

v a l i d i t y of the 'confeeelon* a i d e , ae w a l l ae 

the chergea againat h l a , fliinysthi said that 

hg had bean in Leeotho during the period the 

e t e t e c le iaed he wee in Russia, end hsd bean 

granted refugee etatue t h e r e . 

The defence then applied to court for 

evidence to bs taken on commission in Lesotho, 

t o prove thet f l z lnyeth l had in fac t been i n 

Lesotho at -the t l a e the etete c le iaed he wae 

undergoing m i l i t a r y t r a i n i n g in Russia. 

Senior o f f i c l a l e in Leeotho elgned sworn 

a f f l d e v l t e preasnted to tha c o u r t , saying that 

they hed oontect w i t h Rz lnyeth l i n Leeotho 

during the period Involved. However, t h i s 

appl ica t ion vae turned down by the p r e i i d l n g 

a a g l e t r a t a , who c le ined that i t waa important 

for the evidence to be o iven in oourt where he 

oould obaerve the wltneesee, ra ther than 

teet laony be given on coaaleelon in Lesotho. 

I t i e reported thet the m a g i s t r a t e s 

r e f u e e l to eiloej evidence to be taken on 

commission in Lesotho i e to be appeeleq 

ege lne t . The t r i e l contlnueo In the 3oh*nneo-

burg Rogionel Cour t , having been t ransfer red 

froe Krugersaorp, where i t vee I n i t i a l l y 

heard. 

Kedlbone Christopher Rethebe ( 2 1 ) , Col in 

flakgalo Kotu ( 2 3 ) , Siaon Raehigo ( 1 9 ) , and 

E l ioe Rel lga ( 1 9 ) . 

Cheroei T s r r o r i e a , The eccussdv a l l members of 

the Soweto Studente League (SSL) are a l leged 

t o have eet f i r e to e Soweto achool on 16th 

Auguet 197*1 inc i ted othere to aet f i r e to 

the houee of a echool p r lno lpe l i n Sebokeng, 

near Veroenlgingi and organlaed r io tous 

e o t l v i t l e e et the funera l of Robban Island 

prisoner Johennco Rateobene. 

The t r l e l i s due to continue i n the 

Keapton Park Supreae Court at the end of 

february 1990. 

Rendla 31a Ragudulela ( 4 1 ) . 

Charon T e r r o r i e a . The eccuaed, aanegmr of 
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i Soweto mutic group, waa a l lagad during 1976 

to hava transported Patruc Kgwedi and 5 other 

youtha to an ANC houaa In Swaziland, ao that 

thay could go f o r a i l i t a r y t r a i n i n g . Hegudulela 

e lc iaed that * whi le In p o l i c e de ten t ion , ha 

vaa e l e c t r i c a l l y shocked in a room ca l l ed tha 

'woorkoaor1 ( t r u t h roes) a t John V o r t t a r 

Square. Po l ice denied t h l a v and praeid lng 

a e g l e t r a t e G« Stayn aceaptad a 'confession* 

eede to tha pol loa by tha acouaad aa v a l i d 

evidence* 

A e ta tc witneee* who by order of court 

M y nat ba i d e n t i f i e d , t e o t l f l e d that ha and 

othara ware traneported t o Swaziland by 

Ragudulela I n Hoveaber 1976* Thara thay M t 

a aaabar of tha ANC* A f t e r thraa weeke of 

atudy thay want ta RooeablQuo, Angola and 

Rueele where thay underwent M i l i t a r y t r a i n i n g , 

Tha group raturnad to South A f r l o e I n Ptorch 

1978, but were ar raatad two daya l a t a r i n 

Vetebathe* 
Tha praa id ing a e g l o t r e t e , r e j e c t e d 

ncguduloie 'a avldanca t h a t ha had baan 

tortured by pollca* 
Vordictt Gui l ty . 

Santanaai 5 yeare* 

(Kaapton Peak Regional C o u r t , 7 9 , 1 1 * 2 0 ) * 

J l n j i v a Winston 14 kendo ( 3 7 ) . 

Chargai T a r r o r l a a t and I n t e r n a l Secur i ty A c t . 

Tha accused, deta ined by aacur i ty p o l i c e on 

12th DeoMbar 1979 while on a t r i p f r o * 

Swaziland to Lesotho, l a an a l leged • • • b a r 

of the ANC. While i n de tent ion hla brother , 

euepended prealdent of AZAPO, brought en 

a p p l i c a t i o n before court to have the de tent ion 

declared i l l e g a l . Tha outcoee of t h i e 

e p p l l c a t l o n la a t l l l pending. 

I n tha aeantime t Nkondo haa been charged, 

and i t l a reported t h e t he w i l l appear in 

the e ioaa fonte ln Supraae Court on Kerch 10th* 

the a t a t e a l l egee t h a t Nkondo joined the ANC, 

end underwent t r a i n i n g in tha Geraan Oeaocratic 

Republic aa a Journa l ia t to q u a l i f y h iass l f 

f o r ANC propaganda a c t i v i t i e s , end that he 

headed tha ANC P u b l i c i t y Doportasnt in Luaaka 

during 1978 and 1979* I t f u r t h e r c l e l a e that 

the purpoaa of Nkondo'o t r i p to Lesotho, whan 

ha waa a r r e s t e d , waa to ee tab l l eh an 

l n f o r a e t l o n and p u b l i c i t y u n i t i n Leeotho, 

and r e c r u i t people f o r the Luaaka Department, 

r i n e l l y , i t i a a l leged that tfkondo underwent 

a l l l t o r y t r a i n i n g in Angola during 1979. 

E l l a e Bane Nkuabi { 2 0 ) and e I t - y e e r old youth. 

Charge.i The a t a t e claims t h e t Nkuabi t r i a d to 

r e c r u i t tha 17-year o ld f o r M i l i t a r y t r a i n i n g , 

and that together they attempted to r e c r u i t 

a fu r the r 6 people t o undergo t r a i n i n g . The 

offencce a l l eged ly took place in Soweto during 

January 1979. Tha t r i a l contlnuaa on 14th A p r i l 

1960 (Johannesburg Regional Court , 6 0 . 0 1 * 2 8 ) r 

NJegebsntu S i tho le ( 2 1 ) , Handle Jeaeo S l b l e h i 

( 2 0 ) , flaaatletlo flooee ( 2 1 ) , Chrlatopher 

S l teableo Hzuza ( 2 0 ) , Stanley Theabe fltheabu, 

( 1 9 ) , and two youtha egad 17 and 16. 

Charge: Terror ise . . A l l 7 accuaad are chargad 

w i t h conspir ing to leave South A f r i o a for 

m i l i t a r y t r e l n i n g , end r e c r u i t i n g 19 othere 

t o leeve the country for t r e l n i n g . The acta 

a l l eged ly took piece during July end Auguet 

1978. 

S i t h o l e fecaa a fu r the r charge of r e c r u i t * 

ing 4 youtha for t r a i n i n g between Fobruery and 

December 1977. The t r i a l l a being held ^n 

camera bacauae two of the accuaed are minora. 

(Durban Ragionel Cour t , 6 0 * 0 1 . 1 6 ) . 

A 17-yeer old youth* 

Chargai l e r r o r i e a . The youth i a charged wi th 

r e c r u i t i n g a paraon for a i l i t a r y t r e l n i n g , 

aa w e l l aa undergoing t r a i n i n g h l a a a l f between 

Rarch 1978 and January 1979 in Lesotho, and 

returning to South Afr ioa w i t h tha in ten t ion 

of d is turb ing tha maintenance of law and 

order . The t r i a l contlnuee on 1st A p r i l 1980. 

(Johennoeburg Regional Court , 80.01<1S)* 

Jerea ieh Kgokong R e j e t l e d l ( 2 3 ) , Theai 

Plkwanozl ( 3 8 ) , Ronald Cphrelm Plaaoape ( 1 8 ) , 

Labogong Chr ie ty Rokone ( 1 8 ) , Petrue Keral 

Senabe ( 2 2 ) , Andrew Boat ! Phale ( H ) , Oaacon 

Seklbala flathe ( 2 2 ) , Cornel ius Hapheti Laeuw 

( 1 8 ) and a 16-year old youth. 

Chargei T a r r o r l a a . The atate a l l egaa that the 

eccuaed conaplred to r e c r u i t people to leeve 

South Af r ica and undergo m i l i t a r y t r e l n i n g i 

aoae of the eccuaed are eleo charged wi th 

attempting to undergo t r a i n i n g thaaaelvea. 

Evidence of po l loa tapping the telephone ef 

Poet repor te r Thael ftkwcnazi waa led during 

the course of tha t r i e l . Cer ta in of tha eccuaed 

were photographed a t the Poet o f f i c e s in 

P r e t o r i a i tha a t a t e c l a l a e t h a t t h l a waa a 

prelude to leaving South Af r ica for t r a i n i n g , 

whi le the defence hea auggeeted I t waa par t 

of e proteat caapalgn ageinet detent ion 

without t r i a l • The aooueed have denied that 

I t waa t h e i r i n ten t ion to r e c r u i t o there t 

or go theaaelvee, for a l l l t e r y t r a i n i n g . 

Judgaaent l a to ba given In t h i s t r l e l 

on Aaron 11th 1980. 

( P r e t o r i a Regional Cour t , 60 .02 *06 ) * 
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Freder ick B P h i l l i p e ( 2 7 ) , Roger A Schroeder 

( S B ) , Jemoe V l a a a l ( 4 5 ) and Clerence tf 

Johneon ( 2 4 ) , 

Cherofi Terror ism, Tha e te to claime t h a t by 

burning down a h a l l i n Worcester during A p r i l 

1978, tha accueed endangered tha maintenance 

of lav and order . Soma of tha eccuaed mada 

etatenento to tha pol ice while in datant ion v 

a l l eged ly confaaalng to varioua crimes. Thay 

claim thay ware aaaauitad by aaour i ty p o l i c e . 

I n tha middle of tha t r i a l , advocata 8f1 K i e e , 

a notad Capa p o l i t i c a l f l g u r a who wee appearing 

for tha accuaad, col lapeed and diad while 

addreaeing tha court on tha a d n i a a a b i l i t y 

of tha etetemente. 

(Harmanua Raglonal Cour t , 7 9 . 1 2 * 1 9 ) . 

Sithembieo Erneet Ngobeee ( 2 6 ) , Themba 

P a t r i c k Nxuaalo ( 2 6 ) , t r i o Fanavele 

flloba (22 ) v Nhlanhla V ic tor Ng id l ( 2 5 ) , 

Kwenzakhe E l i j a h fflebe ( 2 6 ) , Panual npampa 

Haduna ( 2 6 ) , and n* Slbongl la A lbar t lna 

Kubhaka ( 2 7 ) . 

CharqeiTerror lem. A l l tha accuaad were charged 

w i t h r e c r u i t i n g 21 paopla for m i l i t a r y 

t r a i n i n g batwaan Hay and Oecembor 1977| 

Kgobeae, Nxumalo and Er ie ".iebe facad a 

second charga of attempting to leovo South 

A f r i c a during Noveabor-Oecember 1977 f o r 

m i l i t a r y t r a i n i n g . 

At tha and of tha a t a t a caaa, fladuna 

and E l i j a h flalaba v e r i d ischarged, Er ic 

Klabo and Ngldi were diachargad on ona count, 

but a t i l l facad a aecond count of T e r r o r i s e . 

At tha and of tha t r i a l , Kubhaka, Er ic fllaba 

and Ngidi vara acqui t ted on a l l counta. 

Ngobeaa and Nxumalo ware found g u i l t y on 

ona count of Ter ror ism, t n a t of aae la t ing 

people to laava South A f r i c a f o r m i l i t a r y 

t r a i n i n g . 

Sentence* 5 yaara each. 

(Durban Regional Cour t , 7 9 . 1 2 . 0 4 ) * 

A l l y K h o l i a i l e Lumkwene ( 2 2 ) , Oavid Dumiaani 

fladuna ( 2 0 ) and Bonginkoei Pat r ick na iaa la ( 2 4 ) . 

Charoat 3 counte of Ter ror iem. The accuaad era 

a l leged to have undergone M i l i t a r y t r a i n i n g 

under tha auepicee of tha ANC, recru i ted othere 

to undergo euch t r a l n i n g v and poaaaeaad area 

and ammunition. The t r i a l l e due to begin in 

tha Kempton Park Supreme Court on March 17th , 

1980 ) . 

* 

INTERNAL SECURITY ACT TRIALg. 

Ueconie Babey fletebane ( 3 2 ) and Catherine 

flethibe ( 2 9 ) . 

Charqai The accuaad ware both chargad under 

the I n t e r n a l Secur i ty Act (o ld Suppreeaion of 

Communism A c t ) , i n t h a t they a l l eged ly 

poeaeaeed coplaa of ANC pamphlets. Af ter a 

number of court eppearencee, chargee vara 

dropped egeinat flathibe, and tha atata 

proceeded egeinat only ttatabane. 

natabana, a Sowato teacher , m i a l leged 

by tha a t a t a to have baan in poaaeeeion of 

coplaa of Sechaba, tforkere u n i t y , Heyibuye, 

and 49 ANC s t i c k e r s . I n evidence, Ptetebane 

cleimed that he was eaaaulted by po l i ce , and 

thereby forced to make a a ta teaent before a 

magistrate confaaalng to poaaeaeing tha ANC 

m a t e r i a l . 

Vord lc t i G u i l t y , except for poaaaaaion of 

ANC s t i c k e r s . 

i 

SentpncQi R120 (or 50 daya) , plua a fu r the r 2 

months, auepandad for 5 yaara . 

(Johannesburg Regional Cour t , 7 9 . 1 2 . 0 4 ) , 

Quayum Sayad ( 2 9 ) . . 

Charoei Quoting a bepned pereon, namely Robert 

Sobukwe. The quota appeared in a BPC pamphlet 

p r i n t e d by e bueinaae i n which the accuaed had 

soma involvement. Ona paragraph dea l t wi th 

background to tha Sharpav l l le u p r i s i n g ' , and 

a l l eged ly quoted Sobukwe i n t h i e regerd . 

Verdto^i G u i l t y . 

^jrfltlQfie,! 9 months, susptndstf for 4 Y « * - " < 

(Cape Town Regional Cour t , 7 9 . 1 0 . 2 9 ) . 
v 
* * 

*0upa* Setenane Gerald Segone ( 2 l ) . 

Charoei Tha eccuaed, a mat r icu la t ion etudefit 

at a Sowato High Sohool, l e charged wi th 

f u r t h e r i n g the aima of the ANC, and r e c r u i t i n g 

membere for tha eeme organisat ion. Uh i l e in 

de ten t ion , Sagona made a •confession 1
9 but 

cleimed that t h l e wee aa a r a a u l t of being 

tor tured end eeeeulted by aacur i ty pol ioa a t 

John Voreter Square. Of i n t a r e e t i e the fee t 

that Segone cleima to have bean tor tured in a 

room at John Voreter Square known ae the 

•Uleerksmer* (truthroom), Al legat iona of 

t o r t u r e i n th le room have now become f a i r l y 

coMDon in p o l i t i c e l t r l a l e invo lv ing John 

Vorater Square aacur i ty p o l i c e . The confeeeion, 

waa accepted ee evidence by the preeid lng 

mag is t ra te , JL da V i l l i e r e . Judgement w i l l be 

given on fterch 12th . 

(Johannesburg Regionel Cour t , B 0 . 0 2 . 1 5 ) . 
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CONTRAVENTION Or BANHIkG 0RCCR5: 

( i n t e r n a l S e c u r i t y A c t ) , 

T h a n d l e l z v o * T i z z a h * Haz ibuko ( 2 9 ) . 

CftarQe, 2 c o u n t s of c o n t r a v e n i n g h i e benning 

o r d e r , ftaxibukoiesorotary o f t h a Soweto 

' C o m m i t t e e of 1 0 ' u n t i l - h i a b a n n i n g , was 

a l l a g a d by t h a s t a t e t o hava a a a o c l a t e d 

w i t h o t h a r a a t a g a t h e r i n g * and a t t a n d a d a 

m e e t i n g of t h a 'Cosea i t taa o f 10* a t t h a OOCC 

h a l l I n Soweto* 

A e o c u r i t y p o l i c e a e n t o l d t h a c o u r t t h a t 

Plezlbuko wee a t t h a i i f i a t i n g i an ax monber o f 

t h a "Committae of 10* d a n i a d t h a t t h a accuaad 

U I I p r a a a n t a t t h a a b a t i n g . 

V e r d i c t . Not g u i l t y , 

( Johannesburg R a g i o n a l C o u r t , 8 0 * 0 2 * 0 4 ) * 

P a t r i c k S a e n g a l i e o ftkhatehwa ( 3 8 ) * 

C h i r o n C o n t r a v e n t i o n o f h i a banning end 

houaa a r r a e t o r d e r * Tha a t a t a a l l e g e s t h a t 

Nkhetehwe . who l a c o n f i n e d t o h i e houaa i n 

Soohanguva between 6pa and 6aa d a l l y , accepted 

v l e l t o r e a t h i a houaa on 3una 1 5 t h and 3 una 

2 0 t h 1 9 7 9 * t h a r a b y c o n t r a v e n i n g h i e r e e t r i c t i o n 

o r d e r * Tha t r i a l l a due t o be heerd on flerch 

7 t h 19B0 . 

( P r e t o r i a R e g i o n a l C o u r t , 8 0 * 0 1 * 3 0 ) * 

Rev* O a v l d R u a e a l l ( 4 0 ) . 

Charges P o s a e e a i o n of a banned book., namely 

• B i k e ' by 0 * Uoodot d l e t r l b u t i n g or p u b l i s h i n g 

a document e n t i t l e d 'C rooaroade r a a l d a n t a 

p e r s o n a l accounta of c o n d l t i o n a d u r i n g t h e 

p a r l o d of a r r e s t f o l l o w i n g t h a September 1978 

p o l i c e r o i d o f end two counts o f c o n t r a v e n i n g 

h i a bann ing o r d e r by l e a v i n g h i s hoe>o between 

6p« and 6aa d u r i n g A p r i l and August 1 9 7 9 * 

R u a e e l l nee p l e a d e d g u i l t y on ona count 

o f c o n t r a v e n i n g h i s r e e t r i c t i o n order*, end 

a d m i t t e d poaaaas ion o f t h a * 6 i k o * book* 

(Cape Town R a g i o n a l C o u r t * 8 0 * 0 2 * 0 1 ) . 

C o v i n Raddy ( 3 5 ) . 

Cheros i C o n t r a v s n l n g h i e banning o r d e r by 

h o l d i n g a d l n n a r p a r t y a t h i e home on 6 t h 

June 1 9 7 9 * Tha p a r t y wee r a i d e d by p o l l a e 

who photogrsphsd t h a accuaad and h i s g u a e t s * 

J/a£di£tr G u i l t y . 

Stantsncj i 30 days , suspended f o r 3 y s s r a * 

(Durban R e g i o n a l C o u r t . 7 9 * 1 2 * 1 1 ) * 

E d d i e D e n l e l e ( S i ) . 

C h e r o e t C o n t r a v e n t i o n o f h i e r a c a n t l y i apoeed 

bann ing o r d e r * ae rvad on h i a a f t e r 15 yaare 

i a p r l o o n a d on Robbsn I s l a n d . E a r l y i n January 

i 9 6 0 , charges ware d r o p p e d . 

gABQTAGE TRIALS. 

A r i e l S e p h l r i H l e n y a n e ( 2 0 ) , Andrew Thablso 

Retaoeio ( 2 0 ) . Abraham Thinane ( 4 3 ) and 

So loaon Phofu ( 2 5 ) . 

Tha a c c u a a d , t o g e t h e r w i t h t l l a e Jimmy Plabeeo 

and Johannee f ta teobene , were charged and 

c o n v i c t e d of Sabotage i n t h a V a r e e n i g i n g 

R a g i o n e l Cour t i n Play 197B . They ware found 

g u i l t y o f b u r n i n g down two sohoo le * and 

sen tenced t o 5 y a a r e i a p r i e o n m e n t * S u b s e q u s n t l y 

Johannes flateobene d i e d w h i l e b e i n g h a l d on 

Robban l a l a n d i Rsbaoo was ohargad w i t h 

a n o t h e r s e r l e e of o f f s n c a s ( T o r r o r i e a * 

Sabotage* a u r d e r ) b u t wee a c q u i t t e d on a l l 

c o u n t a . 

T h e i r o r i g i n a l c o n v i c t i o n was t h a n taken 

on r e v i e w t o t h e Supreme C o u r t * where i t waa 

found t h a t t h a r e wara g r a v e i r r e g u l a r l t l a e i n 

t h e t r i a l p r o c e e d i n g s , Sentance end c o n v i c t i o n 

wara e a t a s i d e , end t h a 5 accuead wara 

r e l e a s e d * f labaeo, a p e a t asabsr of t h a Soweto 

S tudente League (SSL) went a l e e l n g * and l a 

b a l i a v a d to have l e f t South A f r l c a i t h a 

r a a a i n i n g f o u r accueed hava bmmn re—charged 

w i t h t h e eene e e r l e e o f a v a n t e they wera 

c o n v i c t e d of i n 1978* 

( V a r e e n i g i n g R s g l o n s l C o u r t . 7 9 * 1 2 * 2 0 ) . 

APPEAL PROCEEDINGS. 
-

l i o n s K l s i n a c h a i d t and Jack ie Boeman. 

D u r i n g flay 1978 t h a a p p e l l a n t s wera a u b -

poaneed I n t a r a a o f t h a C r l a i n a l Procedure 

Ac t t o anawar q u e a t i o n a on a v i s i t they made 

t o W i n n i e Mande la , who i a banned and baniehed 

t o B r e n d f o r t i n t h e Orange Trso S t a t e . Tha 

q u e a t i o n a r e l a t e d t o a p o e e i b l e c o n t r a v e n t i o n 

o f ( l a n d a l a ' s r e e t r i c t i o n o r d e r . 8 o t h Bosman 

end K l e l n e c h a i d t r e f u e e d t o answer t h a 

q u e s t i o n s put t o t h s a i n t h s B l o e a f o n t e i n 

F l e g i a t r e t e ' e C o u r t ) ee a r e s u l t o f t h i s 

r e f u s a l * K l s i n s c h a l d t wae aan tenced t o 3 

months i a p r i s o n a s n t , 8osi*sn t o 4 n o n t h e * 

They e p p a e l l e d a g a i n s t b o t h sentence 

end- c o n v i c t i o n t o t h e F r e e S t a t e Supreae 

C o u r t , but i n S e p t a a b a r 1979 t h e a p p e a l 

wae d i s m i s s e d , A f u r t h e r a p p e a l was aada t o 

t h a A p p e l l a t e D i v i s i o n , but s t t h a and of 

November 1979 t h i s , t o o * was r e j e c t e d * 

I n mid-Oacaaber they began s e r v i n g 

t h a l r s e n t e n c e s . S h o r t l y t h e r e a f t e r , i t 

Decerns known t h e t they were b e i n g h e l d I n 

v i r t u a l a o l i t a r y con f inement — e a p a r a t e d 

f rom eech o t h e r and h a v i n g no c o n t a c t w i t h 
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other pr isoners . Af tsr representa t ion* were 

« d i to the R i n i s t e r of Prleonev i t wee 

ennotmeed thet they would be permit ted to 

opcnd daye together* but would be locked 

in eeperete c e l l s « t n igh t * 

Hlubl Kei th Bityene ( 2 4 ) end Douglas O e l i e l l e 

( M ) . 

As reported I n HIP 10ff both of the eooueed 

were found g u i l t y on chergee of T e r r o r i o a , 

whloh r e l a t e d to undergoing o f , or r e c r u i t -

• e n t fo r , a l l i t o r y t r a i n i n g . O e l i e l l e 

received e 7 yeer eontcnee* Si tyana 5 yea re* 

They both appliod te the t r l e l court f a r 

leave te eppeel* i n t e r e l i e conteet ing the 

o d a i o o e b l l i t y of eonfeeelone Mdo to secur i ty 

p o l i c e . Leave to eppesl wee refused by the 

t r l e l Judge* ^ ^ ^ 

(Keapteo Perk Supresie Cour t . 7 9 . 1 1 * 2 7 ) . 

Rev* Oevid R u s s e l l . Blohop ftonweblei ftotelongwo 

Rev. Olok u ' H t o r c m , end Rev. Roeee Roloteono* 

The eppel lente* aeabere of the a l n l s t e r ' e 

f r e t e r n e l eerving k leck congregctlone* were 

o r i g i n a l l y convicted for producing two 

pub l ica t ions* naaely *The r o l e of the r i o t 

pol ioe I n the burninge end k i l l i n g s * Nysnga* 

Cepe Town. Chr ietaaa 1976* . end 'Heeoege fe r 

1977 for thoee in South A f r i c a * . I n t e r e l i e . 

the doeuaente erguod t h e t r i o t p o l i c e had 

bean p a r t i a l l y reeponeible for the elaehee 

between a i g r a n t end other workere i n Nyanget 

which Barked the l a e t week of Oeeeaber 1976. 

Russel l wee f ined R350 end given e 180-

dey suspsnded sentence, whi le the remaining 3 

eccused were ssntenced to s R200 Fine, and 90 

daye lapr leonaent* c o n d l t l o n e l l y euspended. 

They heve now appeel led against both 

convict ion and ssntencs Tor producing and 

d i s t r i b u t i n g 'undesi rab le* p u b l i c a t i o n s . 

(Cape Town Supreae Court , 7 9 * 1 1 * 2 6 ) . 

Petrus Rakeo end 3acob T l a l e a e . The eppel lente* 

both aoabcrc of the Young Chr le t i an workere 

(YCy) were detained by secur i ty po l ice In 

June 1978. Their subssqusnt eppearance in 

court* charged wi th Sabotage* fol lowed the 

detent ion of nuaerous nemberc of the YCV. 

A f t e r e t r l e l i n the Kroonetad Regional Cour t , 

both Rekse end T le leaa were convicted of 

coneplr ing t o undertake petrol—boab end 

explosive a t t a c k s , end conspir ing to 

orgeniea a e t r i k e of black workers on -una 16th 

1976. so t h a t they oould ettend June 16th 

coaeoaoratlon ss rv lces . Thoy were eentencad 

to 5 years lepr isonaent each. 

They eppaal lad agalnat conv ic t ion , and 

i n November 1979. a f t e r eoao 17 sionths in 

p r i s o n , t h e i r eppeel wae cuccessful* snd 

both convic t ion snd sentonoe were eat oe lde . 

The o r l g i n e l t r l e l wee widely I n t e r p r e t e d ae 

par t of a proceas of a t tack by the e t e t e on 

the Young Chr le t i an Workere* a group involved* 

i n t e r e l i e . i n orgenlelng workere in South 

Afr ica. 

(Free Stete Suprsae Court f f 7 9 . 1 1 * 1 6 ) . 

Bethel PAC t r i a l . 

16 of the accueed in t h i s n a t t e r , having bsen 

refueed leeva t o appeal against ssntsnca and/ 

or convict ion by the t r i a l cour t , which had 

found thea g u i l t y of undertaking PAC 

a c t i v i t i e s , pe t i t i oned the Appeal Court for 

leeve to eppeel* 

A l l of the p e t l t l o n e were refueed* whloh 

aeana t h a t possible appeal prooeedlnge heve 

now reached en end in th la matter. 

(Appeal Court* Blooafontoln, 79 .12 .10 ) 

Joshua macule ( 2 3 ) , Jeeejee K i l l ( 1 9 ) , 

Shef fe l Stevane ( 1 8 ) * 3ehennee Re l iee ( 1 9 ) * 

Abreha Davids ( 2 1 ) * Gerald 3acoba ( 1 8 ) * 

leak Rieheele ( 2 2 ) * Adaa Fortuin ( 1 9 ) , 

and 5 youthe. 

The eppel lente ware eaong 21 people convicted 

of publ ic violence in the Uoroester Reglonel 

Court i n regerd te an inc ident a t Roberteon 

on a Septeabcr night In 1976. Aaong other 

th ings* etonee were thrown et p o l i c e end 

s t r e e t l l g h t e * a roadblock of burning t r e e -

etuape was set up* end a aeour l ty guaad wee 

eeeeul ted . Sentenoea ranged Troa 3 years t o 

7 leehee. The accueed appealed to the Cepe 

Supreae Court* which conf l raed convict ion* 

but e l t e r a d sentence ae fo l lowe i 

e 17-yeer oldt 2 years to 7 leahae. 

H i l l and Rlchaelc i 3 yeare to 2 years* plue 1 

yeer euepended. 

Stevens and 3ecobei 2 yaara t o 18 aonthe* 12 

aonthe being suspended. 

R e l l i e s t 2 yeera to 16 aonthe. 

Oevldei 2 yeera to 1 yaar* plue 1 yeer 

euapended* 

f o r t u i n t 3 yaere to 16 aonthe. 

They appealed fu r the r to the Appeal 

Court* which turned down the eppeal* and 

eonf l raed bath eentence end convict ion 

ae e l t e r e d i n the Supreae Court heer ing* 

(Appeel Court* e ioea fon te ln , 7 9 * 1 2 * 2 0 ) . 

Flounteln Quabele ( 4 8 ) end Rethewe Luake 

Hune ( 2 7 ) . 

The eppe l lante were oonvictad of controverting 

the Ter ror lsa snd I n t e r n e l Secur i ty Acte in 
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sentenced to 10 years each. I n t e r d i a , they 

were found g u i l t y of r e c r u i t i n g a nutiber of 

youtho for M i l i a r y t r e l n i n g . 

They oppeelod egalnat convict ion and 

oentencoj i n regard to sentence* Cuabele's 

uafl reduced to 6 yoere| convict ion wee 

conf l reed* 

(Cepe Town Supreme Court , 7 9 . 1 2 . 2 0 ) * 

GENERAL TRIALS OF INTEREST. 

Rev. Robert Roberteon ( 5 2 ) * 

Cherqci Mel icioue damage to proper ty . The 

e t e t e c la ioed thet by e t i c k i n g poetere reeding 

"apere t h i s houeei people need It1* on houeee 

due to be demolished by the Department of 

Community Oevelopaent, the accused committed 

en o f fence . 

V e r d i c t ! G u i l t y . 

Sentence! R5O-00. Roberteon refused to pey 

the f l n o t and eeked for en a l t e r n a t i v e 

sentence invo lv ing pr iaon* When the preeld lng 

eeg ie t re to refueed t h i e , Robertson l e f t court 

without paying. However, on the a r r i v a l of e 

Messenger of the court a t h is hose wi th e 

warrant to e t tech RSO worth of f u r n i t u r e , 

the f i n e wae p a i d . 

(Johenneeburg H c g i e t r a t e ' e Court . 7 9 . 1 1 . 2 7 ) . 

H i l l i e * Edward ' B i l l 1 Gardiner ( 2 2 ) . 

Charqfi Poeeeesion of l i t e r a t u r e declared 

unlawful to poaeeea* The state oleit ied thet 

Gerdiner posaeeeed two p u b l i e a t i o n e , brought 
out by MJSAS, and Students for Socia l 

Democracy ( 5 S 0 ) , Gardiner e d a i t t e d that 

the publ ioet lone were found in hie o f f i c e , 

but denied that he knew they were banned for 

poeeeesion. A f t e r e p o l i c e warrant o f f i c e r 
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admitted t h a t the proclamation p r o h i b i t i n g 

poeeeesion of the publ lcet ione wee publiehed 

only e few daye before the p o l i c e re ld on 

Gerd iner 'e o f f i c e , the e t e t e accepted the 

eccueed'e plea of not g u i l t y , end he wee 

e c q u l t t e d . 

( R e t r e a t Regional Cour t , 7 9 . 1 2 . 1 4 ) . 

A l f Kuaujlo ( 4 2 ) . 

Charoei Photographing people in po l ice 

ouatody, and obstruct ing the pol ice in the 

couree of t h e i r d u t i e s . The chergee r e l a t e d to 

en incident a t e coaaeaoret ion eervice held 

e t the Rtglne Rundl Church, Sowoto, on June 

16th 1977. A f t e r 10 rcaend eppeerancee in 

cour t , epenning e per iod of 2 1/2 years , 

chargee were f l n e l l y withdrawn by the e t e t e . 

(Johannesburg Meg le t ra tc 'e Cour t , 7 9 . 1 2 . 0 4 ) . 

Aaeen Akhelweye ( 3 3 ) , Mike Norton ( 4 0 ) , 

S h i r l e y Luo ( 2 9 ) , Saauel Pop ( 4 8 ) , Stephen 

Young ( 5 1 ) , end A l ice Jacobus ( 4 2 ) . 

Chsrooi The eccueed, 4 of whoa era Journel ls te 

end members of the V r l t a r e Associat ion of South 

A f r i o e (efASA), were a l leged to have entered en 

e f r i c e n area (Soweto) without p e r o l t e * They 

were er reeted et a roadblock on A p r i l 29th 

1979, together wi th e repreaente t lve of the 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l federa t ion of J o u r n a l i s t s , 01s 

Johsn Cr lkaen, who wae released by pol ice 

a f t e r queet ioning. The accuaad refused to 

pleed to the cherge. 
LJer_dict_i Not g u i l t y . The preeld lng oag ie t re te 

found that I t waa not poaBible to ea teb l l eh 

whether the accuaad were w i t h i n a • reearved ' 

aree e t the t l a e of e r r e e t , 

(Johonnoeburg flegietratae Cour t , 7 9 , 1 2 . 1 2 ) . 

Terence Charles W i l l i e * fleehen ( 4 5 ) . 

Charcot O f f i c i e l Secrete Act . The accused, a 

B r i t l a h c i t i i a n , ie eesployed by At lee A l r c r e f t 

Corporat ion. The preeld lng magistrate hae 

ru led that the whole ceee i e to be held i n 

cawarai accordingly , no d e t a i l s of chargee 

ere a v a i l a b l e . 

(Keapton Perk Regional Cour t , 8 0 . 0 1 . 2 2 ) . 

Oilehed Cechol io. Gheleb Ceohel ie , Moire 

Levy, Jenny Schindler , Anton Herber, 

Joachim Schonfeldt , Jef f Locke, Richard 

Chaabara, Frank van Schalk, end Ma:r:ot . 

Gevshon. 

Charge)* r ie l lc loue damege to property . The 

eccueed were a l leged to have pointed a pro tea t 

aura l on a wal l of a houee in Vrodedorp, 

Johenneeburg, i n p ro tea t egelnet ev lc t ione 

f r o - the a rea , and l t a dec lere t lon ee a 

'wh i te* r a a i d e n t l a l a ree . 

v e r d i c t i Not g u i l t y . 

( B r i x t o n Ragletretee Court , 7 9 . 1 1 . 0 6 ) * 

TRIALS IN 'INQEPUSENT1 BANTUSTflNS. 

Alpheue nothipe ( 2 3 ) , Karebo Hodibe ( 1 0 ) , 

Alpheue Kungwane ( 2 0 ) , Gerald Seebelo (20) 

end Emaanuel fladibe ( 2 9 ) . 

Charge* Contravention of the BophutheTewenan 

Securi ty Lewe. D e t a i l e of the chargee were 

not e v a i l a b l e e t the t l a e of w r i t i n g . 

(Odl Flaglotrate 'e Court , 7 9 * 1 2 . 1 8 ) . 

Florence Plancotywe ( 4 6 ) * 

Charge: 3 counte under the Tranekei Publ ic 

Secur i ty Act* The eccueed, p u b l i c i t y eecretery 

of ths opposition Dsaocrstlo Progressive 

P e r t y . end repreeentat ive of Sebeta Oallndyebo 
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in tha T renskei ' p a r l i a m e n t * , vat datainad by 

pol ica i n July 1979, and appaarad in court a t 

tha and of Noveaber 1979. Sha l a a l leged to 

hove nada eteteaente l i k e l y to cauee fea l inge 

of h o s t i l i t y between populat ion groupa In tha 

T r e n s k e i . 

(Limtata Regional Cour t / 8 0 . 0 1 . 2 9 ) . 

Chiaf Justice ripondo*binl Sigcau ( 3 6 ) , Chlaf 

Twentyaen Ntelkoyexwe Sigc%u ( 3 2 ) # Flahonono 

Hgcwangule (So) and Ha Tehibani Voko ( 1 6 ) # 

Cha roeiPossession of f ireacme and ammunition* 

Tha two Sigcau brothara ere tha aona of ' 

deceased Tranakei p rea ident , Botha Sigcau, and 

brothara to dleaieeed coblnet min is ter S t a l l a 

Sigcau. 

Jard ic t : Juet ice Sigoau and Km Vokoi g u i l t y . 

Twontyman Sigcau and Ngcwengulet not g u i l t y . 

£»entsnoei Sigcaut R100 or 100 daya. 

Vokot R20 or 40 daya. 

(Uatata Regional Court . 6 0 . 0 1 . 0 9 ) . 

8 a b i n i Pikaaht ( 4 9 ) . 

CharqetTrenokol Const i tu t ion A c t . Tha eccuced, 

an organiaar for tha oppoal t ion Democratic 

Prograssiva Par ty , wee a l leged t o hava w r i t t a n 

l a t t a r a to a newspaper which v io la ted tha 

• d i g n i t y * of tha Trenekel ' e t a t e prea ident* * 

Vordicti Gui l ty . 
Santancai R200 or 200 days, plua a fu r the r 100 

•lays, cond i t iona l ly suspended. 

(Uatata Regional Court . 7 9 . 1 2 , 1 7 ) , 

Chiof Jeremiah Rosheah. 

Charqai Trenskei Public Secur i ty Act . Tha 

accuaad warn formerly a Trenskei Cabinat 

n i n i e t e r . but a f t e r bainQ r i r a d from h ia 

post, Jolntd tha oppoal t ion Oemocretic 

Progressive P a r t y . Ha wee chargad with 

making etatemente l i k a l y to underaine the 

a u t h o r i t y of tha s t a t e , tha aovaraignty of 

p a r l l a a a n t , or tha indapandanca of tha 

T r a n a k a l . 

tferdlctt G u i l t y . 

Santancai 12 montho, c o n d i t i o n a l l y eueponded. 

(Umtete Ragional Cour t , 8 0 . 0 2 . 1 4 ) . 

Sabata 0al indyebo f leader of the oppoalt ion 

Cemocretic Prograaaiva Party i n tha Tranaka l . 

Charqai Public Secur i ty Act . I n terme of the 

a ta tura the accuead anjoya aa a eymbol of 

oppoal t ion to the whole 8antuaten po l i cy * 

t h i e i a probably the aoet important t r i a l 

cu r ren t l y before the oourte in tha Tranaka l . 

Tha t r i a l appeare t o deal w i t h the 

growing oppoalt ion of p o l i t i e a l and ' t r i b a l 1 

laadara to tha netenzlae re ign i n the 

T r a n a k a l . Much of t h i a oppoalt ion aaaats to 

hava roota in the Eastern Pondoland reg ion , 

mn area famoue for i t a rea ietance to the 

imposit ion of the Bantu Author l t l ee acheaaa. 

When the t r i a l waa due to begin in Port 

5 t Johne* the eccused waa too i l l to eppeer, 

and i t l a now due to begin on March H t h f 1980. 

(T ranaka l Supreme Court f 7 9 . 1 1 . 0 9 ) . 

P a t r i c k Oelindyebo ( 2 1 ) , Z o y i e i l e Wi l l iam 

Nelan l ( 4 0 ) , Themblsi le Hagingxe ( 2 1 ) , end 

Lunglee Ve ( 2 4 ) . 

Charoei Tranakal Publ ic Safety A c t . Calindyebo 

l e the aon of Sabata Oelindyebo, whi le N e l a n i , 

end ex-Robben Ie lend pr isoner , l e Oelindyebo'o 

ch ie f c o u n c i l l o r . The eocuaad are e l laged to 

have produced end d i e t r i b u t e d pamphlete c a l l i n g 

for the dropping of ohargee agalnat Sabata 

Oal indyabo, and a t tack ing Kaiser riatanzlaa 

and Brigadier Mart in Ngcebe, head of tha 

Tranakei Securi ty P o l i c a . 

(Uatate Ragional Court , 8 0 . 0 2 . 1 0 ) . 

REPRESSION IN 
THE TRANSKEI 
WHILE Capi ta l Radio t r i e a i t a beet to pro ject 

an image of the Tranakei bantuatan ma an 

i d y l l i c haven of r o l l i n g h i l l e and white 

beeches, even i f the n ight—l i fe should be 

lacking glamour, the social r e e l i t y 

l a increasingly one of d i r e c t and v i o l e n t 

repraaeion * but also of oppoalt ion to the 

po l i c i aa of tha Matanzloa brothers end t h e i r 

's t rong man' Br igadier Har t in Ngceba (head of 

the secur i ty p o l i c e ) . 

Hor r i f y ing e to r i es of unemployment and 

a tarvat lon are reaching the ed i tors of U IP , 

and we ask readere to aand fu r the r meter ie l 

to ua. The ' e x p o r t ' araaa f o r those who era 

not essent ia l to the high p r o f i t rates i n 

the rest of South Af r ice era having to 

re ly on mora detant ione , more t r i a l s , 

•oro violence to maintain a aenbiance of 

a t e b i l i t y in t h e i r ' independent e t a t e e ' . 

Even the posturing of antagonism to 

the South Afr ican s t a t e has coma to an enti^ 

Tha Tranakei haa re-establ ished 'd ip lomat ic 

l i n k s ' wi th South A f r i c a , ae though tha 

r e a l l inks ware aver broken. The 'conetel le— 

t ion of e te tae ' idea l a aegarly welcomed for 

the benaf i te i t w i l l br ing to the few in 



c o n t r o l or the bantuetana or t h e T r a n e k e i , 

Venda and 8ophuthaTewene* 

Below we p r o v i d e a H a t ( w i t h o u t doubt 

i n c o m p l e t e ) of t h e d e t e n t i o n s end t r i a l a 

t h a t have come to our e t t e n t i o n dur ing t h e 

p a s t y n n r . I f you have f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n r 

p l e a e e v e n d i t o n t o t h e e d i t o r * . 

fate a l e o r e p r i n t e x t r a c t s f r o m t h e t o n g a 

of S a b a t a O a l l n d y o b o ' s b e r d * c o m p o s e d d u r i n g 

t h e p e r i o d b e t w e e n 1 9 5 9 a n d 1 9 6 3 i 

T h i s i e a v e r y i m p o r t e n t p e r i o d i n t h e 
h i e t o r y o f t h e T r a n e k e i . e e i t o o i n c i d e e 
w i t h . t h e f u l l i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f t h e B e n t u 
A u t h o r i t i e s A c t . w i t h t h e f i r a t o p e n 
r e v o l t by t h e p e o p l e a g a i n s t t h e c h i e f e * 
a n d w i t h t h e f i r s t a t t e m p t t o e e t a b l i e h 
a B a n t u e t a n i n t h e T r a n e k e i ( r 1 a f o j « » 
A r c h i e - ' T h e R o l e o f t h e B a r d i n a 
C o n t e m p o r a r y A f r i c a n Communi ty ' i n 
J o u r n a l of A f r i c a n L a n g u a g e 6 . 3 ( 1 9 6 7 ) ) , 

The e d i t o r s w o u l d l i k e any i n f o r m a t i o n 

t h a t r e a d e r e c o u l d p o e s l b l y a u p p l y o n t h e 

e x t e n t a n d n a t u r e o f p o p u l a r r e e i e t a n c e i n t h e 

T r a n e k e i * 

Cull Uttauia\a to <••••>• • .- ! dtoipbor tn you. 
i i r it not r "'- ;*tad but Lrxioctnoatod — 
Tb* pwr. ivS wiry unjmal of la* M- qfc * - gj ataunlajftS,11 

Tb* i m p s i t e a l with 4 ajej *f book* 
Aft ope n oa law ar*l ipeeaJation. ^ ^ ^ ^ 
IU moo boar* taught truu hew to aebatva auarauuuwaû  

I t k for tbi i TMuoa t b t t :•-•!:.•/ UM 1 " . - . ' . . . i n frliir.ncJ and *pc*thlott; 
Tboy cww i"wdarn adocatiou aad tlmto wbo Wave raoetvad &L 
Tbaj hftto found h rubwi artd dugrurUnff; *» *>« Atooaa otblo, 
Jot it hot |*r*v/Ud aad jwuttttatari obiaTUinaUa, to known to I k i 

I carat acraat tba laotatort at tba top 0/Xbokbtli'i HooAteiao, 
Thar 1* 'd wa * m •ubvertln^ l i t country by oar fraat dttiri for pov*. 
Thing, a n t o critical baOfUM of Ktijar . V i ' n . : ! ~ V i azntntiouaaoau. 
How oouM a* atrira to fat a bagbar poartoo tbta tiit paruroouat obiaf ef all 

IfctllaawM 
Kt hit *hotktd •«• by unlatihiitg tutb dtstruotiva faruau» 
Ha hat dtttroyod1 tbt rtput»t*m of tba Tbtzubu nation 
Itt nuagioaa brutalf ftt all powerful ftftd important 
IU nvralad hit m a OUIOUTU by toorptinj ft pontic* tbal deua uo* Uptwaaatlj 

bckmfl to torn. 
For hit onarom wart, W wiU o r w bt fergivwa or fortouta, , 
No democratic govnumtnt trtr Earora po*plo to do tbjogi agaiaat tbatr wflL 
if*Utt L* tU ttn-abt o< Jaborub, our God! 
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I '. •. ' 5tbata :r 'l)" tflitatod and perturbed, 
For WKAI KM ktjicunad it Taaatbukad ., t daupaea tad ft loaftdaL" 
It bat not bora door by TWmbu btt by , --ad , i and £oi<*ptra.* 
A Thambu. ft Cefcurad." tad ft white . oat tod lb* auea :L ' ; 

. " 

Wt til taut t conunoa bond of bciwi 
w 

U'orthwhilo docbtoett OOIM from lh< ptoplt tiMoutrvot; 
Tbrr novrr coat froa tat clitf tlcrw, . 
Kowodtyt iho chkb mako nniUttnl BeaMie^ 
A. I UM revtk b tfatir b»viag to bo pr^ucifd. 
Plout tdl oit, Cbiaf Ktiaor Uttft/uaiafc, 
If JVB uprtti tbo pooplo t Titwt. wk^ bart tc- boon proridtd wltb a body-

aajeH 
A* ft tpokctmaa of tba uataae, I dtoj pvr dam. 
Toe air* doTifttod ffom tba viowi of tbt >• • • *• 
Aa a tpoktamaa of tbt BAtion, I droj vvc •: r dtm* 
Tnra bock and 700 w l̂ aw thai you «rt aka*. yoa b*v* DO foEkrwiaa> * 
Toot cfeit/Uunlup it foaaded on ft ; 

Tbt vbrtt Govonuriont a joor toorot of ttrtapb, * 
Timt t&d j; ir . wt bod jwo, toa of MK;-W. b lofty potatio&a* 
Yoo 0/ ovar at bka aa tagU. 
Hoffvouroblt rh i r f. ukt ttora: tad itoonnJcr your pontaon. 
CredortfM tad btrbanty ntvor maka a man. 
K11 M : Mtta&iiina, you an oaa of ut b«t you havi boan BikUd by our aoamiaa. 
Tea bava bata matlad by faraimMra. 
You art now too proud aad stubborn. 
You t '•: 'o-1 v., vara being odaoatoi tod yi* you wart bainf biaia^waaaad. 
Cokftaiiubip it out oooraa that it not ttudiad la Ua cku rooaa. 

Paopta art ahrvariag with faar, tbty •** a/raid rfjour ttrikingtnaw 
Tboy an tomflad of tlhlobo'• ku&liaf doa> 
Witt cou • 1 ba your rcatoo for tarring tba intonate of owr aaaaayt 
Vfhy aru tbey baing to protootrvo towuda Tool 
What hava thaat vh.it* oJbraaai doaa for youT 
la U wortb tba bariuga of y w forafrtbata, your rigfeta, and you ohildpafta 

fount 
There ttand yonr oraUtUrtd and wrcubad f*' ->* r.*r. r- frootof yoit. 
\Vbrrx :f-* r ••..:- naobcU Jonguhltnr^^ bt rrapoodad i& a aarpnatag way. 
Ht doe* , •"•". drmk Europraft bquor but ha twwaa ia . . 
Ba aaja tba dittaulljcft Cacang aim an tjamaag, aad at lanaa ba draadt tba 

ihou^it or thtru. 
I bund h>« ttdog braady at a oajtacbor of bit t o ™ 
Ha baa fbamd it a auitabla aubatitoto foe tha tradiucaai oaaaai** 
I fauod tW drpnanag aad dJttnitfna> 
Want • • • una dot Tbaaa paoj4t ara born ia Lit Lr raawtiooat 

I t tma^upto j^tboa^wi tbk i tbopa . 
I did not kaow UuU you ttaU ban aooaa m i» jeav 
Builder of a uatioft tbat it baiag daatrayad, 1 mil appaal to you. 
To you great king wboao powrr it felt aa far a&ald at Capa Town 
Asd the auao durnpt of Jnhtnanburg. 
It it U4k of ootrraat, m<?nl 
Tba >lpoodo aad CtaM* art wiling to toift baaaJt with you; 
C-.l' tbay an afnid of tbt taU aad ajtotfol ton of •'.'•• Ytax* 
lait k not turpritng broauaa no it U« Oo^vrnmau t̂ farourito. 
Xnn to, wo an all apreod tbat Sabata it tba oaiy rjarMnouAl cbiof of tba 

Tneanbu, 
Bi it like Quran Kliaabt tb to tbt Bntlii. 

3 o n g u h l a n g e - C h i e f S a b a t a D e l i n d y e b o 

f l h l o b o - K e l e e r F U t e n z l m a 

1 9 7 9 

1 7 t h i Sk inner deta ined and deported. 

APRIL 

a t h i BC P l k a e h e p n e t i o n a l orQaniaer of the 

OPP wee d e t a i n e d from t h e 4 t h A p r i l t o t h e 

7th July when he f a c e d c h a r g e * under t h e 

Tranekei CongitutAon Act* f o l l o w i n g e l e t t e r 

he wrote to a l o c a l newepeper . He wee aubee* 

q u e n t l y f i n e d R200, ( e e a COURTS. In t h i e l e e u e ) 

3UME 

June 16 memoriel e o r v l c o banned* 

2 4 t h i C a l l from Chief Sabata t o a l l h o l d e r s 

of Traneke i p a i a p o r t o t o aurrendar t h e e e 

documenta* 

2 7 t h i 5aData Oel lndyebo d e t a i n e d end charged 

under the Traneke i C o n e t l t u t l o n and S e c u r i t y 

Acta* 

am 
3 1 a t i r i o r e n c a Plecotywa. p u b l i c i t y e e c r e t a r y 

of the OPP and Sabetn'r- r e p r e e e n t a t i v a In 

p a r l i a m e n t * wee d e t a i n e d f o l l o w i n g a demon-

e t r a t l o n of Tembua p r o t e a t i n g S a b a t e 1 a e r r e a t * 

( a e e COURTS I n t h i e l e e u e ) . 

AUGUST 

22nd: Water Tobot i* former Robben l e l e n d 

pr laoner . detelned. 

2 9 t h t C larence nakwetu* former Robben 

l e l e n d p r l a o n e r * d e t a i n e d and l e t e r baniehed 

from t h e Treneke i a f t e r 165 daye i n d e t e n t i o n * 

F l k i l e Bern* a l s o formerly on Robben l a l o n d * 

waa d e t e i n e d f o r t h e t h i r d t ime a i n c e Traneke i 

' i n d e p e n d e n c e 1 * He wee r e l e e e e d e f t e r 64 daye 

i n d e t e n t i o n . 
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R a v ftdolo, a m i n i s t e r o f t h a T r a n e k a i M e t h o d -

i a t C h u r c h , JOB d a t a l n a d f o r 8 2 d a y a . Ha waa 

b a n i s h e d t o X o l o b a i n t h a T s o a o d i e t r i c t * 

OCTQBCR 

C h i e f N p o n d o a b i n l , B o t h a S i g c a u ' a t o n , v e t 

a r j e a t e d a f t a r p o l i c e r o u n d u n l i c e n c e d f £ « H 

e r n e a t t h a Q u a k a n i G r a a t P l a c e * Ha was l a t a r 

c h e r g a d , a l o n g w i t h h l a b r o t h e r , N t e i k a y a -

a i z v a a n d rta T e a b a n i V o k o . 

1 1 t h i T h r a a p o l i c a a p p a a r a d I n c o u r t a t 

r l q e n d u l l o n a c h a r g a o f a u r d a r i n g a w a i t i n g 

t r i a l p r i s o n a r , A l i a e S i t h a t J i o . 

2 4 t h i H a t h o d i a t C h u r c h b a n n e d . 

NOVEMBER 

2 n d i 3« o r g a n i a a t i o n a b a n n a d - e o a e o f t h a n 

n o n - a x l e t e n t * 

4 t h t C h i a f a B a z i n d l o v u and K o n i n t l r a r a , b o t h 

a a a b a r e o f t h a T r a n a k a i p a r l i a m e n t , v a r a a a o n g 

t a n o t h a r a c h a r g a d w i t h k i l l i n g o n a n a n and 

f l o g g i n g a i x . 

? t h i P e a p h l e t a o a l l l n g f o r a t u d a n t a a n d w o r k -

a r a t o a t a y a t h o a a o n T r l d a y ( 9 t h N o u o a b a r ) 

i n e y a p a t h y w i t h C h l a f S a b a t s , c l r c u l a t a d 

i n t h a T r « n a k a i . T h a p a a i p h l a t a c o n t a i n a d 

d a a t h t h r a a t a a g a i n a t C o l o n a l H a r t l n N g c e b a , 

h a a d o f t h a T r a n e k a i * a a a c u r l t y p o l i c a , and 

c a l l a d f o r t h a r a l a a a a o f C h l a f S e b e t e * 

A B a r a a u l t p 2 o f S a b a t a ' a s o n e , P a t r i c k 

a n d S o n t o , w a r t d a t a l n a d * a l o n g w i t h 9 o t h a r a 

( u n n e a a d ) * y i l i i a - R a l a n l < a x - R o b b e n 

I s l a n d p r i s o n e r ) , c h l a f a d v i a o r t o S s b a t e , 

waa a l s o d a t a l n a d ( s e e COURTS* i n t h l a l a e u a ) . 

3 0 t h i N i a r a d n k e l a , f o r a e r B l a c k C o a e u i n i t y 

P r o j a c t a e a b a r . d a t a l n a d * 

p a g a 5 3 

0ECEP19ER 

l a t t A l l B l a c k C o m m u n i t y P r o j a c t p r o p a r t y 

c o n f i e c a t e d . 

H a c t o r N c o k a z l , a l a a d i n g a e a b e r o f t h a 

OPP, d a t a l n a d , T h l a waa h i e t h i r d d e t e n t i o n 

a i n c a T r a n e k e i ' e • i n d a p e n d a n c e 1 . Ha was 

h e l d f o r 2 1 2 d a y a i n 1 9 7 6 , a n d a g a i n i n 

J a n u a r y 1 9 7 B . Ha l a c u r r e n t l y u n d a r a a u a -

p a n d a d a a n t a n c a f o l l o w i n g c h o r g e a l a i d a g a i n a t 

h l a u n d a r t h a T r o n e k e i * s a a c u r l t y l e g i s l a t i o n . 

7 t h i C h l a f G w a b i l i z w a n e S i o c a u , C h l a f B o t h V e 

n e p h e w , waa d a t a l n a d f o l l o w i n g h i e a u e p a c t e d 

l n v o l v a a a n t i n a a k l r a l a h b a t w e a n p o l i c a and 

P o n d o a a t N t e l e n i t o w n s h i p . Ona y o u n g Pondo 

waa s h o t d e a d a n d a p o l i c a a a r g a a n t h a c k a d 

t o d e a t h . 1 3 7 p a o l a w a r t e r r e a t a d , o f whoa 

3 8 w a r a t h o u g h t t o ba i n v o l v e d . P o l i c a w a r a 

a u b a a q u a n t l y a c o u a e d o f a r s o n . 

1 B t h i C h l a f S a b a t e waa r a f u a a d p a r a l e e l o n t o 

a d d r e s s t h e D P P ' s f i r s t n a t i o n a l c o n g r a a a . 

JANUARY 

l a t t N i a r o d A k e l e d a p o r t a d i f t a r b e i n g 

d e t a i n e d f o r 3 0 d a y a . Ha r a l e a a e d t h a 

f o l l o w i n g i n f o r m a t 

Matte oats t t e * t a n t i m e 
PaC pajpaaj and metMa-
a m tttalotd a Tnwtaaf Mr 

i o n on s e c u r i t y d e t e n t i o n s ; 

t Mr u VJeaJeai HmM**F 
m » . i m iMTTtag • a r t * 
*Ui ooataact f t Uw UflaUl* 

saataf 
•ft y m N Mt c U. 
ojfoor PP dap* ha attanOoa.- Sat 
tatf attained bttaaot on* otttf 
afly saw rattjt to antna PAC 
Mroaara t i t vara rtUiratat 
trtPBtarttl. 
, Oaar PAC eaUnaoaa art:, 
• Mr N Kat*ou. aa ti-fbaa-
noa UUad nrioaaar. o t t a M 
from Mart* J wet tsar < » 
aariaottaaiion}. 
e Mr S Muilbt, datainod ao 
Drcembar I I . Ifl \ I f l 
t Mr S Gqwata. otlainad oa 
Na-vvmacr 1, tffT) i iK i . 
t Mr W Toootl. t tUiaad aa 
Autuil r lat t vc-r i IV-
t Mr Vurtark M a t t l J a M a j j 
Dacvtbar U.im. 
a Mr M MUD, 4tUia*j Octa-
aar #7f m l (US), 

h 
t V M a t Mkati. tMalatl I V 

>. j n ,M7i 
t Mr I Gaahu^ i tUMt i Na-
*tnaar 7. l«Ti. 
t Mur aa)* laata at Ltt i r 
attaiaaa Ociaaar I t . t m <«»>. 
a Mr I Maaaatoto. attalatl 
Nci¥ainaar • i fTI (4U) r 

Uaatt rrom Au|tM M atd Iitar 
hisiisti from Tranaial, tal 

Mr Mtak a a M thit ti^hi 
paaaU bant baoi tKattwd a 

dupiiU l » t j aavt ban *r 
casa4 of waatiag lo lata* i 
f r r i l a * i f from Tr i f ta ta l . 
t¥ay bata aaaa dttalaad atoc* 
liaaaaasr %, bat aaa 

Hap ait Ikaat Pitto n. 
CaerU* Puao. Paiar Katlt. 
N 

n m d r a j b o M a IWantats 
Mataia atd RafiUa Toaaaa 

to Kk«W Mid Okanr ara tm 
atbar Tnortatiaaa daca^ad a 
oaaatMiin villi Uia^iimtHitioA 
af aampatlta Tht patnp±L}fU 
cnucioed lot dMaaifoe of tta 
laaatr of ike oppQutoon partT> 
Pirarnava ( W Staaia noea 

mh kaowv 
Tba dtUiattt 

MfaclwtHSi 

aa Modal*. Mim DalHtitbo. 
ooa of O f f Dalktfycbo, o mrn> 
bar af tat Of«oaiiioa Pony. 
kaovt at vuin* oad Lan|iu 
V i u k u . * typui ot M. SotiU 

Mr Mo^la uld Daora wars 
faariaaa tannic ioWajSl at 
I n:»ii Pn io t iaclod*B| o 
wait* faianriar Mr C m Kotaa 
IT. oad aa Indian Mr Lbrabim 
Naatradcn, 9 
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6 t h i P a t a r H o n e y , A r g u e J o u r n a l i s t d e t a i n e d * 

B t h t T r a n e k a l Y o u t h L a a g u s b a n n e d * 

2 2 n d t T e d d y I p e n l i a e * y o u t h o r g a n i s a r o f t h a 

O P P , d e t a i n e d u n d a r t h a P u b l i c S e c u r i t y A c t . 

2 3 r d t S i p h o N d e l e n i , f o r m e r R o b b a n l a l a n d 

p r i a o n a r , d a t a l n a d . 

3 1 a t i A l a o a t t h a a n t i r a e x e c u t i v e c o a a l t t e e 

o f t h e T r a n a k a i D e m o c r a t i c P r o g r a e a l v a P a r t y 

a n d i t a Y o u t h L a a g u a v a r a d a t a l n a d . T h o a a 

d a t a l n a d w e r e t h a d t p u t y l e a d e r , r i d e , 3A 

X o l o b o , 6 P i k a e h e , MR O u a b a t 3 K a t l , Z o l a 

O u a d u n y w a , f l a z a i Y a k o , P l z a a l d i l a Ptbatha and 

n i u n g l e i n t a h o n t a o . 
-

FCBftUARY 

5 t h i A c e l l waa a e d a by C h i e f y i l l l a a 

n a l a f a n a , f o r t h e r e l e e e a o f f i v e H e r a c h a l 

B a a o t h o p a o p l a a r r e s t e d t h a p r a v i o u a y a a r 

f o l l o w i n g t h e i r r e a i a t a n c a t o t h a T r a n a k a i 

g o v e r n m e n t • a a t t a a p t t o i n c o r p o r a t a t h a a i n t o 

i t a t e r r i t o r y . C h l a f F l a l a f a n e waa h e l d i n 

a o l i t e r y c o n f i n e a e n t f o r 6 months d u r i n g 

197g. 

6 t h t H a r r l a Hardy Z w i n i j a , fo rmar t a e c h a r I n 

Z a a b i a , had h i e p a a s p o r t c o n f i s c a t e d end waa 

q u e s t i o n e d by s e c u r i t y p o l i c a * 

l O t h r Ch ie f Plpondoablni S igcau waa ean tancad 

t o RlOO or 400 daya l a p r l a o n a e n t , and ">» Voko 

t o R20 or 40 daya a f t a r thay wara found 

g u i l t y f o r poeaaee lng u n l l c a n c e d f i r a a r a s . 



A >IRVLY OP RACE ILELAIKINI m : 

Triukd rsblfc Secwtij Act 
In leim* of this Act iH secunty li*» applicable in 5A were 

repealed (including the Suppression of Communism Act. the In­
ternal Socuru) Act, the Riotous Assemblies Act. the Unlawful 
OrpnmUoci Act, and also the T I M * * Emerneney U t i cce> 
tejnod in Proclamation R4G0). Many of *he m-«um provided for 
(D ihcae Acts, however. 4ft incorporated in ibe new letislauaa 

la tern of this Act: 
3. Aayooe prĉ MUjauaa; or dbaemhuUBg views that Transact, or 

parts of Trvniko. should form Another country or put of 
uother country, will be guilty of A treasonable offence, nod 
liable to penalties raegirtf from five years' Lmprisoocneat to 
the death tcnLcacc (Ongifullv P*irjmrjuDt Cft-c* Kaiser 
Mauozisie sulid that thiA clause would te rttrcnpcctivt to 
26 October 1776, but this is no*, to bet. ibe CAAAV) 

2. It Iff ta offence to harbour or help terrorist*, the mAJumum 
rnalty bcinj deeA 

1 ll b an offence to make staienxetts or conscnit acts causing 
nosulity between population group** 

4. It Lt an offence so belong to certain organisation* declared 
unlawful by the State President. 

5. The State President may Authorise a chief to banish any per-
100 to Another area, either peinnnrniJy or for B spooned 
period. 

6. Tnc State President may onkr a tribe or part of a tribe to 
be removed, without warning, to another area if be considers 
it to be ia the pub he interest 

7. The Minuter of Justice may ban AAtberings of more than tee 
people, prevent individual* from atiendiof cerlato gaibenDgi 
and dadare a State of Emergency if he deems it necessary. 

8. Provision is naadc for the baonini of persons, for deteotloo 
without trial, and for the arrest, without warrant, of any 
person for btcrrogahoti purposes, after which arrest there may 
N no recoune to the couru to obtain the release of sucb 
persosL 

The leader of the Transket Oppoa&oe. Mr. Cromwell Diko. 
Opposition politician in 5A and legal experts, aO cntidsed these 
drmconusn security measures sharply, warning that they could only 
do further harm to Iranskct's tenuous international position- De­
rmic this, the legisiaboe went through virtually unchanged. One 
clause, which maintained the banning of organisaitonj prohibited 
in SA (including the ANC and PAC). * « dropped: in doing so the 
Minister of Justice, Chief George Maunxima. said that the reason 
for tab was thai it would be maporopnate for an independent 
Tranefcei to continue the Actions of S A 

Thn two p e o p l e a r r e s t e d w i t h than vara a c q u i t ­

t e d * The m a g i s t r a t e d i d c o n c e d e * however , t h a t 

t h a l r ' a waa a e p e c i a l cnaa s i n c e t h a Quna had 

b e l o n g e d t o Chinf Kpondombinl 'e r a t h e r , former 

P r a a i d e n t or t h e T r a n e k s i , Chiar a o t h e 

S i g c a u * Accord ing to Chie f KpondCMibini, thay 

hod bean g i v e n t o h i a f a t h e r by the p o l i c e 

aa p r o t e c t i o n durinr the Pondolcnd r o v o l t 
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of 1 9 5 9 . ( e e e COUNTS, i n t h l a i s s u e ) . 

1 5 t h : Chief Jeremiah Hoehaeh, c a b i n e t m i n i s t e r 

end l e e d i n g member of t h e DPP, uae found 

g u i l t y a f t e r b e i n g charged under t h e P u b l i c 

S e c u r i t y Act ( e e e COURTS* i n t h l e i s s u e ) . 

Sydney H o s e s , a r e p o r t e r on tha E a s t 

London newspaper . D a i l y D i s p a t c h * wee d e t a i n e d 

and r e l e a e a d tha n e x t day . 

1 6 t h i Two e e c u r i t y p o l i c e d e t a i n e e e , 5 Guehu 

and Xola tfketi, were a d n l t t e d t o h o e p l t e l * 

both have bean i n d e t e n t i o n a i n c e 1 9 7 8 . P a t e r 

Honey, r e c e n t l y r e l e a e a d from p r i a o n , a a l d i n 

a newspaper r e p o r t t h a t flketi 'who had bean 

j a i l e d i n November 1 9 7 6 , waa on a hunger a t r i k e 

i n aupport of h i a demende f o r l e g a l r e p r e e e n t -

e t i o n , e change of c l o t h i n g end b e t t e r f o o d . 

Throughout my t i m e i n W e l l i n g t o n p r i e o n ( h e ) 

l a y i n h i s c e l l , naked e x c e p t f o r a c o v e r i n g 

of b l e n k a t a and rafuaad any food* On 

January 2 1 , when I wea removed from W e l l i n g ­

t o n , he waa i n h i a 2 1 a t day o f h i e hunger 

e t r i k e ' . 

Also a r r e e t e d e r a h k e t i ' a two b r o t h e r e , 

P l e y i e i and V u y i s l l e , and V u y i e i l e ' e w i f* 

V e l e n t l o * Thay have a l l been h e l d e i n c a 

November 197B. T h e i r mother waa a l e o d e t a i n ­

ed ror 90 daye whan aha want t o t h e Treneke i 

t o demand t h e i r r e l e a s e * 

STRIKES IN 

SOUTHERN 
AFRICA 
IMPLICATIONS FOR WORKINQ CLASS STRATEGY 

WHAT FOLLOWS l a p a r t two of an a r t i c l e , t h a 

f i r a t e e c t i o n hav ing appeared in UQRK IN 

PROGRESS number 10* Tha paper ee e whole 

a t t e m p t e t o e x p l e i n and unders tand tha 

d i f f e r e n c e between e t r i k e a c t i v i t y i n t h e 

'Th ird World 1 , and t h e d e v e l o p e d c e n t r e e of 

c a p i t a l i s t power (Vaatern Europe, North 

America, e t c ) . One of t h e d i f f a r e n c e e 

e u g g e e t e d r e l e t e a t o t h e nature o f t h e e t a t e 

which l a f a r wore r e p r e e e l v e v and i n t e r v e n e e 

more d i r e c t l y , i n ' T h i r d World1 e o c l e t i e e , 

Th le a a c t l o n of t h e peper l o o k e e t the 

wey i n which t h e e x i e t e n c e of a migrant 

l a b o u r f o r c e a f f a c t a a t r i k e a c t i v i t y . Two 

examples of working c l a e e e c t i o n e r e l o o k e d 

a t i n t h l e r e g a r d , namely t h e Namlbian 

c o n t r a c t workere e t r i k e o f 1 9 7 1 - 7 2 , and 

t h e Ourban a t r l k e e of 1 9 7 3 , 

F i n e l l y , t h e paper c o n c l u d e a w i t h eowe 

s c h e m a t i c s u g g e s t i o n s on ways i n which 

contemporary South A f r i c a n e o c l a t y l a 

c h a n g i n g , and what l m p l i c a t l o n a t h l a hae 

f o r working c l a e e s t r a t e g i e s , 

-THE EDITORS, 
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BEFuflE GOING QN to an ana lys is of s t r l k a s In 

tha 1970s, I t ia nacstsary t o s i t u a t a tha 

per iod ( s t a r t i n g from tha l a t a 1960a) i n a 

contaxt of c a p i t a l accumulation na t iona l ly 

and i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y . 1940 - 1945 earked ths 

s t a r t of tha sxpanelon of c a p i t a l accumulation 

on an i n t a r n a t i o n a l s c a l e . Tha o r i g i n s of t h i a 

expansion lay i n tha weekening of tha working 

c laaa through tha a f f a c t a of f aac iea and tha 

Second Uorld Uer . Thia permitted a aesslve 

r i s e I n tha r a t a of p r o f i t , and hanca in 

ganaral p r o f l t e b i l i t y , and accummulatlon of 

c a p i t a l . Na«aly accumulated' c a p i t a l vao 

i n i t i a l l y thrown i n t o sraamsnts product ion, 

and subsequently in to tha ganaral process of 

cheapening wechinery ueed I n product ion, Th* 

world M r k a t ahrank through facononlc' 

n a t i o n a l i s e , world v i r f and tha axtant ion of 

n o n - c a p i t a l i s t araaa (Eaatarn Europe, Chinafc 

North Korea, North U ie tnae , Cubaf however, 

tha market axpandad again undar tha impact 

of i a p e r l a l i e a , and tha baglnninga of 

c a p l t a l i a t i n d u a t r i a l l a a t i o n I n tha "Third 

U o r l d 1 . 

Tha process of i n d u s t r i a l i s a t i o n In tha 

'Th i rd rforld' I n tha poat-wer parlod haa takan 

place a a l n l y through tha a c t l v i t l a a of a u l t i -

na t iona l corporat ions , n u l t l - n e t l o n a l l n v s s t -

want increased conaidarably in South Af r ica 

during tha I 960c t r i s i n g in laapa and bounda 

a f t a r tha Suppression of tha popular aoveaents 

(both tha ANC and PAC wara bannad In 1960 ) . 

D i r a c t f o r e i g n lnvestasnt aought a cont ro l lad 

aupply of labour which would coat laaa than 

labour doing a i a i l a r work in tha ' r i c h 1 or 

'dsve loped 'count r iee . I n South Af r ica i t waa 

aeaured of t h i a . 

At tha esas t i a e . t h o d i r a c t panat ra t ion 

of fora ign c a p i t a l on a larga acala lad to a 

auddan incraaaa in tha Amount of aophiat icatad 

aachinary baing uaad in product ion. Thia 

machinery tandad to require fawar workara to 

par fora taaka which prev iously raquirad tha 

power of asny aors labourara i aa a r e s u l t , 

•any bacaaa permanently unemployed ( l a 

s t r u c t u r a l uneaployaent, whereby a la rga nuabar 

of people bacoaa permanently unamployad bacauaa 

of tha vsry s t ructura of tha economy)* 

U i t h r l a l n g s t ruc tura l uneaployaont, tha 

raprasslva r o l a of tha s t a t e in t h i s par iod 

was csntrsd on raa)oving tha unemployed froa 

tha so -ca l l ed 'whi ta arsaa 1 to tha BantuatAna. 

The a l t u a t i o n worsanad conaidarably for tha 

workara wi th tha onaat of tha dapraaaion in 4 

tha l a t a 1960s and ear ly 1970s. Tha 'economic 

boo*' which had s ta r tad ahor t ly a f t a r tha 

war on an i n t a r n a t i o n a l acala f i n a l l y oaaa 

to an and in 1968. These, broadly apeaklng, 

a r a tha n a t a r i a l eoo la l condit iona w i t h i n 

which t h i a paper a t teap ta to locata an 

analya la of s t r ikes in tha 1970a. 

Ona auat placa tha 1971-72 Naalblan 

a t r i k a a i n tha contaxt of tha economic 

slump of tha 1970a. Tha Naaibian aconoay 

appaara to ba dominated by Mu l t ina t iona l 

i n t a r a a t s i n both f i s h i n g and e x t r a c t i v e 

industr iaa ( i a raining), Af tar f a r n l n g , also 

a tiejor asctor in tha aconoay, tha othar 

emaller aectora of the aconoay ara aa in ly 

government, a u n l c i p a l , commerce and domectio 

services 

black workara i n Nsalbla have bssn aubjact 

t o s im i la r controls to black workara in South 

A f r i c a * Thasa lncluda t s a t r l c t i o n on land-

holding r ighte in tha reeervss/Bantuatena* 

and contro l by paaa lawa. Again, wa aaa tha 

spec i f i c ro la of tha a t a t a aa an openly 

repressive ona. 

Tha a b i l i t y of tha Northarn reserve araaa 

(Ovamboland, Kavango, a t e ) i n Naaibia to 

support subsistence production asset to have 

undargona a o r l t i c a l changa i n tha 1950s and 

• a r l y 1960a. Pr ior t o t h i s , tha fami l ies of 

migrant workara wara abla to produca a t l a a a t 

eo*e of the i r aubaiatanoa requlrsasnts through 

smai l -ece le a g r i c u l t u r a l product ion. Af tar 

t h l e , according to nooreoa, tha f o m i i a a of 

migrant workars bacaaa more and more dapandsnt 

on ths a l g r a n t ' e waga not emly for items of 

equipment, but eleo f o r day to day l i v i n g 

c o i t s , i n p a r t i c u l a r food (itoorsoa 1 9 7 7 i 5 - 6 ) . 

C l e a r l y , ona cannot auggaat t h a t an indepen­

dent p r e - c e p i t a l l e t economic eyeta* axistad 

i n Oveabolend during the 1960a f ovftn though 

tha a b i l i t y of t h i a area to support tha naada 

of l t a inhabitants was loss damaged snd 

undermined than that o f , f o r example* tha 

T r a n s k s l . 

Tha r o l a a f tha a t a t a i n a l l o c a t i n g 

labour to d l f f a r a n t aactors of production was 

aa appl ioabla in Naaibia as in South A f r i c a , 

and by tha l a t a 1940s 

"northarn labour a igranta wars baing 
d i rec ted to elmoat every aactor of 
employment! a l n l n g , forming, f i s h 
canning, govarnaant and aun lc ipa l 
u t l l l t i a a , coasiarcB and avsn domestic 
serv ice . By tha a i d 1960s thay foraad 
45* to SOX of tha t o t a l black labour 
forest some *o£ wars froa Angola* 

Sr i n c i p a l l y Angolan Ovambolsnd" 
noorsoa 1 9 7 7 i 3 ) . 

Tha 1971-72 s t r i k e in Neeibla aa in ly 



involved theta migrants from Ovamboland* 

In t h i e oaaav a u f r i c i a n t aubeietence production 

has baan conaarvad in tha eree of e i g r a t i o n 

(Ovaaboland) for tha e igrente to r e t u r n 

^ . O I B I 1 for o lx weeke while on a t r i k a * 

However* a f t a r th ia pariod tha a b i l i t y of 

aubalatanca production to baar tha axtra 

weight diminiahad. and tha a igranta uara 

conaaquantly forced to ra turn to work* 

oonaoioua p o l i t l o a l aat agalnat tha migrant 

labour ayat fa and tha rapraaaiva laua 

wielded by tha a t a t a agalnat tha labour 

movement. I n t h i a context tha churchea 

played aome r o l e by r e l a t i n g the newa of the 

j o : i d Court r u l i n g dec lar ing South A f r l c e ' e 

preeence i n Namibia I l l e g a l to people through­

out the country* 

The a t r l k e ahould be Been agalnat a 

h i e t o r y of worker a i l l t a n o y In tha aree v 

a t a r t l n g w i t h the eetebl ieheent of e bronch 

of the I n d u s t r i a l and Coaaerciol dorkere Union 

( ICU) at L O d e r l t i . I n the 19S0e the rood and 

Conning Uorkore Union eetebl lahed e branch 

a t LOderi tz but t h i e waa aaaahed by the 

o t a t a I n 1952* Ouring 1952 end 1953 oontreot 

workere mounted l o r g e ' e t r l k c a but were 

r u t h l e e e l y euppraaaed (eevere l workere 

were k i l l e d or wounded i n the 1953 

a t r i k a . eatween 1950 and 1970 43 c o l l e c t i v e 

e t r i k e ootlone ware reported (22 on the 

mlnee* 5 on tha ra i lwaya t end the remainder 

a t Wlndhook* LOderitx and tfelvia Bay) 

(flooraoa 1 9 7 7 t 1 0 . 1 1 ) . 

Tha workera aleo have a long h ie tory 

of acute p o l i t i c a l awarenaaa which no doubt 

contr ibuted t o the formation of t h e i r e t r a t e g y . 

Thia h i e t o r y can ba traced to et l e a a t 1956 

when Herman j a Tolvo foraed tha Ovaaboland 

Peopleo1 Organlaat lon (0P0) * By 1959 0PO 

had becoae e .aaaa organlaat lon wi th g r a t e * 

roota aupport i n the towna and on the aineo* 

By 1960 OPO had changed l t e name t o SWAPO 

beceuaa yaare of a t rugg le by contract 

workera had taught thea thet t h e i r i n t e r e a t e 

ea workera could only be aerved by a atruggle 

for n a t i o n a l l i b e r a t i o n * 

The o v e r a l l poa i t ion of thaae vorkore In 

aoclety elao contr ibuted p o a l t l v e l y to the 

formation of the s t r i k e * They experienced the 

aane aoc le l condlt iona i n tha Mining and urban 

centree where they worked* Thay were houaed 

together i n auch a way that they had • 

einlmum of pr ivacy, Th ia i and tha fac t thet 

thay worked i n large work genge aede 

communication between thea intanae and 

oontinuouo* In a d d i t i o n to a l l theae f e c t o r e . 

t h e i r coaaon longuage. background and oul tura 

helped to cement e e o l i d a r l t y between thea* 

Broadly opeaklitg, the Namlbien e t r i k e of 

1971-72 ahowa aome a l a l l a r l t l e e wi th e t r a t e g i e 

adopted by SACTU in the 1950s, elthough thare 

ere n a t u r a l l y d i f fe rencee i n aach a l t u a t i o n ee 

w e l l * That whloh the oontrect workere a t r i k a 

aherae in coaaon wi th the SACTU a t ra tagy of 

the 1950e l a the fac t thet the a t r i k a 

wee a ca lcu le ted p o l l t i c e l act agalnat the 

a l g r a n t labour oyetem. which foraed tha baaia 

of the accumulation of c a p i t a l I n Namibia* 

C r l t i c l a a a can ba aade of t h i e a t r a t a g y . 

Tha f l i g h t of the workere t o Oveaboland muat 

ba aeon ae a major e t r a t e g i e weakneaa* By 

leaving tha plaoa of production they abandoned 

a p o t e n t i e l vantage p o i n t , for u l t i m a t e l y 
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pouer I l e a in the oont ro l of tha fac tor laa 

and alnee* In o r i t i c i a i n g th ia atratogy* ont 

muat elao ba aware of tha matar la l condltione 

fee ing the e t r l k l n g workere* Theee r e l a t e 

d i r e c t l y t o the awvsoma powera of rapraaaion 

poaaaaaed by the a t a t a * State haraeement of 

the labour movement hed baan growing through* 

out i t a h i e t o r y . The a b i l i t y of the e t e t e to 

e t tack workere et the point of production 

ahould not be undareatimated* Tha p o l i c e were 

elao qu i te capable of aeel ing of f the town-

ehipe and l a o l a t i n g d i f f e r e n t i n d u a t r i a l areae 

Trom one enother* I n fac t p even in Ovaaboland 

tha a t r i k e r a vara not e n t i r e l y eefe froa tha 

by tha aoving in of po l ice end p a r a - m l l l t a r y 

peraonnal to t e r r o r i a a tha workera* 

The r i a i n g t i d e of a t r u c t u r a l unemployment 

in South A f r i ca * due to tha rap id in t roduct ion 

of aophlat icatad technology raquir ing leee 

aanpowar to aet i t i n motion* haa tended to 

undercut the bargaining power of a l l workera* 

In the fece of the dopreaalon of tha 1970a, 

workere ere becoming more and more impoverlehed 

and are reeor t ing t o e t r i k e aot ion i n an 

attempt to defend theaaelvae* 

Ouring tha ( e a r l y ) boom per iod, and 

Immediately e f t a r tha aaaaive a t a t e 

repreaaion of the ee r ly 1960a, the number of 

a t r i k a a par year remained elmoet conatant* 

Between 1962 and 196B the nuaber of Afr lcane 

involved i n o f f i c i e l l y - r a p o r t e d a t r i k e e doaa 

not eota to have r i aen above 2*000 p*r year* 

With the onaet of dopreaalon i n tha l a t e 1960a 

end ear ly 1970a f tha alowdown of c a p i t a l -
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Accumulation added to the hardship of the 

u o r k i n . Thia l a Ind ica ted by the a l i g h t 

incraaaa i n tha number of e t r i k e e par yaar 

ainca 1965. Tha Gvembo a t r i k a , which haa jua t 

baan analyeed, took piece a t tha and of 1971 

and involved about 13*000 Ovambo workera in 

Namibia. I n 1972 there wee an incraaaa in 

a t r i k a a i n South A f r i c a i t a a i f . Qna of tha 

moat important o f theee waa t h a t o f ovor 

2*000 atavadoraa i n tha Durban docka i n 

1972 ( H E 1976 t5 ) * 

Tha working claaa in Durban in 1973 was 

a s e t t l e d urban p r o l e t a r i a t * About h a l f of 

tha working a f r icana warm probably migrants. 

that l a workara brought in from tha r u r a l araaa 

on an annual contract baele* But moat of thaaa 

warm 'permanent migrants ' who in fac t work a l l 

t h a i r l i v a a i n tha c i t y on regu la r ly reneued 

contracts but ara l e g a l l y considered to ba 

r u r a l and have no r e s i d e n t i a l r i g h t a in tha 

urban area ( H E * 1976td)* 

I n tha 1973 Durban e t r i k e e many of the 

e t r l k e r e who would l e g a l l y be character ised 

aa 'migrante ' were e c t u a l l y ' f r o n t i e r 

commutera', that i s * people who l i v e d in 

aoecial r a a i d e n t l a l araaa which l e g a l l y 

formad par t of KwaZulu* but ara geographical ly 

located w i t h i n eaay reach of the f a c t o r i e s * 

Thaae workers l i ved w i t h t h e i r f aml l i aa and 

commuted t o work every day* Consequently, 

for the purpose of t h i a a n a l y s i s . I t would be 

more accurate to regard them aa a a e t t l e d 

urban p r o l e t a r i a t . Thia l a borne out by the 

f a c t that t h e i r e t re tegy during the a t r i k a a 

waa to occupy the pointa of production 

inatesd of r e t r e a t i n g to tha Bantustana aa 

in the case of the Ovambo workara. C leer ly 

th ia type of atratagy grows out of the 

conditions of e r e l a t i v e l y a a t t l a d urban 

p r o l e t a r i a t . 

The 1973 a t r i k a a in Durban occurracj 

w i t h i n the general context of e repressive 

s t a t e * aa d id a l l a t r l k e ac t ion in the e a r l i e r 

per iod . Nevertheless, the atate f fe response waa 

more en ettempt to ea tab l l ah a modus v ivandl 

w i t h t h a e t r l k e r e r e t h e r than to openly 

rapreea tham. On the other hand, th ia dQaa 

not mean that there wea any attampt to make 

concaasiona to tha working claas in order to 

i n s t l t u t i o n s l i s e and c o n t r o l c o n f l i c t * Thia 

l a evident from the terma of tha 1973 ->sntu 

Labour Reguletlone Act which merely provided 

f o r the extent ion of the worke and l i a i s o n 

committee eyatam f l r a t introduced in 1953. 

tto attampt was made to i n s t l t u t l o n a l l a e 

c o n f l i c t through formal recognit ion and 

incorporat ion of black trade unions w i t h i n 

the e t ructure of i n d u e t r i e l l e g i a l a t i o n in 

South A f r i c a * 

One of the reasons for the r e l e t i v e l y 

passive response of the s t e t e wee the fac t 

that a t any one moment there wera at laast 

60.000 workara on s t r i k e . Aa theae workers 

refused to a lao t a lemderahip the pol ice d id 

not know who to pick of f and i t almply wee 

not f e a s i b l e to J e l l 60.000 people* Anothar 

important raaaon waa that at th ia atage the 

economy waa under tha domination of monopoliea 

which had m l l l i o n a inveeted i n a complex end 

technolog ica l ly sophiet lceted economy* Any form 

of work stoppage therefore meant the loss of 

m i l l i o n s of Rand as t h i a vaet maaa of 

machinery wee brought to e s t a n d s t i l l . C l e a r l y 

tha p r i o r i t y f o r monopoly o a p l t e l wee to get 

the production l i n e moving ee eoon ee poaalble 

ra ther than to indulge in e massive exercise 

of repression* 

The a t r i k e a in Ourben in ear ly 1973 were 

damonatratlon atoppagee t that l a they were of 

e ahort durat ion and ware only reaortad to 

apontsneoualy when peaceful negot ia t ion had 

f e l l e d to remedy the workere' grievencee* 

T h e i r ahort dura t ion wee the r e a u l t o f the 

workera' not having accaaa t o reaourcee which 

would have enabled them to oonduct a f u l l e r 

e t ruggle egainet the c e p i t a l i e t e * Due to the 

shortneae of the s t r i k e , worker grievencea were 

not removed, although a t t e n t i o n waa drawn to 

them i n e powerful way. 

Thia in i t a e l f ind icetaa the c l lmeta 

of repreaeion wi th in which the a t r i k a a found 

themselves opera t ing . Their etretegy waa 

planned accordingly* Due to the r e l a t i v e 

' s t a b i l i t y * of these workere ( l e the f a c t 

that they were not ' m i g r a n t s ' ) , there 

developed en awareneee of tha advantegea of 

e t r l k l n g a t the fectory p lent end on or neer 

the factory a i t e * Thus they r e s t r i c t e d t h e i r 

ac t ion to the locat ion of the p lent or fec tory* 

e pos i t ion in which they wera e t rongeet . Their 

etretegy elso involved not being h igh ly 

organiaed around simple laauee of p e r t l c u l e r 

goala* ee th ia would hava en ta i l ed the open 

eetebllehment of a leederahlp group. 

On the one hend i t may be ergued that 

the e t r i k e e eeemed to take the form of e revo l t 

againat the oppreaaion which had b u i l t up over 

e period of 12 years , ainca the benning of the 

ANC mn6 PAC* Aa such, tha genesis of tha 

e t r i k e e can be eald to have been 'spontaneoue' 

i n the eenae thet the workera had been eubject 



t o the lanft eete of preceurea end inf luencee* 

• nd suddenly reacted in • o i e l l a r way to t h a t * 

cosunon pre%eureo ( l i t 1976i92)# On the other 

hind, l o t i o n elweye hot to bo i n i t i a t e d by 

soasbody arid aa tho act ion continuoop loedere 

are l i k e l y to saerge* They w i l l , however, only 

be i n f l u e n t i a l to the extent that otharo 

recognise whet they aay ( l i t 19?6t92) . Thue, 

even in th« case of Durban 1973, given the 

eppeerence of apontanai ty f i t i t t h e o r e t i c a l l y 

inadequate t o expla in t h a s t ra tegy o f t h a 

c t r i k e r e Juet I n teres of spontaneous aeoo 

f a a l i n g . One haa to taka i n t o account both 

tha existence of people not d i r e c t l y eeeociatad 

with tha work plaoo, aa well aa paopla i n the 

work s i tua t ion who teke the lead in worker 

aot ion ei ther aa formal ehop etewerda or aa 

In formal laadare and dac ie lon M k e r o . 

( H E 1976 .9 l )e 

Thie laada ono to epcculct^ aa to tha 

exact nature of tha atratagy of tha a t r i k a r a 

for although the e t r i k o appeared to be en 

a e e e n t l a l l y a p o l i t i c a l and dleotganiaed fo re 

of r e v o l t , i t woe newortholeoe la rge in aeala 

and concentrated at tha pointe of product ion, 

Furthersrose. deaende were cone ie tant ly Mdo by 

tha | m of workers, end no opan fore of 

laaderehlp was allowed to develop daepl ta 

tha at tee&te by c a p l t e l to f lueh the leadere 

out* However, due to the nature of etrugglae 

being waged i n South A f r i c a , one can do no 

• o r e than epecuXats ovar tha exletoneo of 

underground organieat lon in tha e t r l k a a i 

a t r e t e g i e e involv ing both legal and queei-

I s g s l * p o l i t i c a l and a p o l i t i c a l dyneaioe. 

Since tha 1973 a t r i k a tha trend toyarda 

more exclusive working olaaa aot ion hae been 

accentuated. Tor example, one wltnoeeee an 
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eloofneee which many lndapandant black unlone 

graatad tha 1976 c i v i l upr ie ing* Thie notion 

of an e n t i r e l y working c laaa f o t a of act ion 

avoiding contact wi th other olaaeee except in 

except ional o i rouaetencaa t cones aoroea in 

tha newly foraod f e d e r a t i o n of South Af r icen 

Trade Unlone (F05ATU)* I t e cons t i tu t ion eaya 

t h e t I t hee ra jac ted a l l p t r t y p o l i t i c a l 

ol ignaent or eupport, and l e pledged to 

r a e l e t any attaeipt by a party p o l i t i c a l 

o rgan iea t lon to contro l i t * Alec Erwln , 

FOSATU'e f i r e t general aacratery c la iaed 

t h e t rDSATU'e goala ware to bui ld unlonieai 

f roa tha ehop f loor upward*. Jn South Af r ica 

today one can tharafora ace tha development 

of a d e f i n i t e working c l a e * strategy opposed 

to ths e a r l i e r s t ra tag laa of SWAPO and 5ACTU* 

I t hee been the content ion of t h i e paper 

that c a p i t a l l e a develops unevenly on e world 

sca le , g iv ing r l e e to both developed and 

underdeveloped countr ies- Becauea of t h i s * 

there haa developed i n ths 'Thi rd World* a 

epeo i f ic f o r * of c a p i t a l i s t e t a t a which 

d i f f a r e f roa tha fore of s tate i n the 

aoro developed c a p i t a l i s t ftentree of power* 

The etsta of ' Th i rd World* e o c i e t i e e l e 

character ieed by i t s opanly rsprseelve ro lo 

in the cleee e t rugg le , ee opooead to the 

•o re co-opt lvo ro le of the bourgaale deeocret ic 

fora of c a p i t a l i s t e t a t a e x l e t i n g i n the 

developed c a p i t e l i e t wor ld , Feeed wi th t h i e 

s p e c i f i c a l l y repressive s t « t e t and given 

epsc i f i c eoc is l condi t ions , d i f f e r e n t 

s t r a t e g i c s h%^m been devaloped by Southern 

Af r icen workers in d i f f e r e n t phaeee of 

c a p i t a l i s t development* 

Obvlouely aaoh e t ra tsgy has i t s own 

pecul iar edvantagee end disadvantages, and 

only the working claaa through i t e 

organieet lone end progrsamee can conf i ra or 

r e j e c t a etretegy i n the couree of e t rugg le . 

Nonetheless, a few pointe can be aada in 

concluding t h i e papers 

1 . Both n a t i o n a l l y and i n t e r n e t i o n e l l y . 

c e p i t a l l a a i e undergoing a o r i e l s * The 

baele of t h i e o r i o l e l e a tendency of the 

ra ta of p r o f i t (and hence general 

p r o f i t a b i l i t y ) to deol lne in o a p l U l l a t 

econoalee, 

2* One ind lce t lon of the c r l e l e at e 

ne t ione l l e v e l haa boon s grsetsr lnoidonoe 

of bankruptcies, al lowing tha bigger f i r a e 

to cont inua l ly abeorb and awellow s a e l l a r 

f i rms* Thie leede to the development of 

monopolies. Thie process occure elnulteneouely 

on an I n t e r n a t i o n a l l e v e l , hanoa g iv ing r l aa 

to the growth of monopoly power of f o r e i g n -

baaed eul t i—nat ional corporations ovsr tha 

South Af r ican aoonouy. 

3* Thie o r l e i e I n the vary structure and nature 

of c a p l t a l i a a hee also aen i fee ted i t e e l f 

w i t h i n claee e t ruggls* During a c r i s i s ths 

doalnstsd clsseee f e e l the 'aconoaic aqueeze* 

and have responded through a new apate of 

e t r i k e e , and fe rae of c i v i l uprisings (eg 

tha 1976 r e b e l l i o n s , g u e r i l l a inoursions* e t c ) * 

4* The changing neture of o a p i t a l l e t production 

under the doalnanoe of aonepaly c a p i t a l hae 

node eecothly- f lowing eeaaably l i n e production 

one of the higheet p r i o r i t i e s for c a p i t a l * Thla 

i e becauae atoppagee i n tha flow of production 

aaan t h e t a aaae of eophlet lceted technology 

(aaohinery) l e l y i n g i d l e * Given tha rap id 



depreciat ion of modern mschlnsry any stoppage, 

no matter how shor t , can involvo huge loaaaa 

on invested c a p i t a l « To guard agalnat t h l a 

happening, i t l a becoming flora necassary 

than ever to enaura i n d u s t r i a l peoce, ee 

d isrupt ions of production can ba ca laml t iea 

for monopoly c a p i t a l * 

5 , In tha l i g h t of t h i a f we may conciuda t h a t 

tha repressive aparthaid a t a t a i n i t a currant 

form io faa t becoming i r r e l e v a n t to tha needs 

of monopoly c e p l t a l , 

6 . I n tha currant c r i s i s , monopoly c a p i t a l l a 

at tempt ing t o ree t ruc ture snd change aapacta 

or mater ia l r a l a t i o n a in Southern A f r i c a . I n 

p a r t i c u l a r , thara l a an attasipt to mova away 

from tha nakedly raprassiva aparthaid a t a t a , 

towards a s t a t a f o r * mora geared to tha 

i n a t i t u t i o n a l i s a t i o n of c o n f l i c t , and tha 

co-oot ion of m i l i t a n c y * 

7* I n th i a connection two apac i f i c s t ra teg ies 

a r a developing; on tha ona hand, tha atrategy 

of tha Nat iona l Party which alma at raducing 

tha erea over union the o f f i c i a l South Af r ican 

s t a t a has formal p o l i t i c a l c o n t r o l , whi le at 

tha seme time c rea t ing a a t a l l l t a a ta taa a l l 

around i t i n which to locate and oont ro l tha 

mass of unemployed. Control I n theae formal ly 

Independent a ta taa tekee the form of opan 

repression (witneea recant eventa in the 

f r e n e k e i , some of which ara de ta i l ed elsewhere 
i n t h ia iaaue of tfork In Progress) , a t the 

eama t ime, w i t h i n the reduced vbounderiea1 of 

South Af r ica tha black pet ty bourgeoiaie snd 

c e r t a i n elements of the black working class 

w i l l be co-opted i n t o tha i n s t i t u t i o n a l 

framework of the 'new dlapenaat ion 1 (eee 

f o r example tha l o q i c a l o f fse ts of the 

Uiehehn and i l i eker t Commission r e p o r t s ) . 

psga 59 

On the other hand, the ta exlate the 

s t ra tegy of the Progressive f e d e r a l Party 

(PFP)t which elao alms to contro l c o n f l i c t and 

co-opt c e r t e l n elements of tha black pat ty 

bourgaoiala and working c l o s e , however, i t a 

programme seas th la ae tak ing piece wi th in 

a u n i t a r y a ta ta , along l inaa of a f a d a r e t i o n . 

I t l a aefs t o ssauma that in soma form th ia 

naw strategy w i l l deualop, posalbly ae e 

combination of Nat iona l end Progressiva 

Par ty pos i t ions* 

8 , What are the impl icat iona of th ia for 

tha dominated c leasea , and for the labour 

movement? C l e a r l y m a t e r i a l condlt iona ara 

rap id ly changing and the a t a t a l e eeemingly 

going t o take on a d i f f e r e n t form from" thet 

of e a r l i a r p e r i o d * , working claas strategy 

In the 1980a l a i n p a r t i c u l a r going to have 

to take in to account tha a t rs tegy of c a p i t a l 

and tha a t a t e to incorporate and dieorgeniB* 

the praeently unregietared uniona through 

tha axtent ion of general a t a t e c o n t r o l . I n 

t h i e context , mechanisms l i k e the • a t i o n a l 

Manpower Commission (Nnc) , workere committees, 

works counol le , i n d u e t r l a l counci ls end 

l i m i t e d form of trade unionism could become a 

weapon wielded agalnat the working c l a s s , 

re thar than a veh ic le for worker o rgan isa t ion . 

uorks c i t a d i 
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in Namibia". ISS, The Hague, 1977, 

I n e t l t u t e for I n d u e t r l a l educat ion , "The Uurban 
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THE 'HOUSING QUESTION' 
RECONSIDERED: 

• 

TOWARDS A POLITICAL ECONOMY OF HOUSING IN SOUTH AFRICA 

• 

A MUHBER of con t r ibu t ion* to Work in Prophase 

have focuesed e t t e n t i o n on laauaa r e l a t e d to 

tha prov ia ion or, , r a t h e r , lack of provis ion 

of housing i n South A f r i ca * The matter l a 

c l e a r l y one of aoma Importance and, whether 

i t i e i d e n t i f i e d ae tha 'housing quest ion' 

or as tha 'squat ter problem' , i t w i l l c o n t i ­

nue to require t h e o r e t i c a l l y Informed anely -

s i e by thoee concerned wi th the development 

of a coherent underatending of South Afr ican 

soc ie ty . 

I n returning t o conaldarat ion of th la 

p e r t i c u l a r problem, my primery i n t e r e s t is 

to ou t l ine a conceptual framework wi th in which 

some of tha laauea raieeo i n previoue 

a r t i c l e s , as wal l ae c e r t a i n trende i n the 

a h l f t i n g balance of aoc ia l forcea in South 

A f r i c a , msy ba c r i t i c a l l y examined. I t should 

be stressed et the outss t , however, that what 

l a to be preeented here repreaanta pre l iminery 

work, r ts purpose i s to s t imula te fu r the r 

debate and, hope fu l l y , tha productive working. 
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i n the f o r * of concrete e n a l y e i e , of tha 

wealth of raw a e t e r l e l that l a e v e i l a b l e . 2 

HISTORICALLY* tha 'housing question' l a 

not tha manifestat ion of a new developaent i n 

tha array of probleaa t h a t p e r i o d i c a l l y beset 

c a p i t a l i s t a o o l a t i a a . Cngele1 po lea ic egainet 

'bourgooie -aoc lo l le t p h l l a a t h r o p i a t * 'aol t f t laa 1 

to tha housing problea of Geraany in tha 1670a 

and Stedaan Jonee* review of tha condi t ion of 

tha working olaaa in V ic tor ian London i n t f i -

oato t h a t i t wee at l a a a t ee eerloua in tha 

ninatoanth cantury as i t i a nov. However, 

h i s t o r i c a l antacadanta ara not axp lanat ion j 

and tha f i r a t quaation to ba answered l a 

why tha problea should occupy a cooperat ively 

c e n t r a l p laca i n tha araa or bourgeoia concern, 

at l a a a t t h a t of tha 'ph i lan throp ic * 

u a r l a t y . 

I th ink t h a t , i n l t a aoet baalo t e r a e , 

tha raason for such concarn i a to ba locatad 

i n tha contrad ic t ion batwaan tha c r i t i c a l l y 

important con t r ibu t ion Bade by * housing* to 

tha continuad eftietence of tha c a p i t a l i a t 
- - - -

ayatea and tha necessar i ly unavan developaent 

of that ayatea, which thraatans tha ' r e e l l e a * 

a t l o n 1 of tha benef i ts of t h i a c o n t r i b u t i o n , * 

To undaratsnd t h i s . I t w i l l ba nacaasary to 

a laborata on what conat i tu tas tha concaptual 

basis of tha catagory 'houaing1 and to 

r e l a t e t h i s to tha raqulraaanta for ' tha 

continuad e i lo tence of tha c a p i t a l i s t ayatea* 

in tarsia of i t a 'nacasssr i ly .unavsn develop­

a e n t 1 * 

( I n what f o l l o w a , I w i l l ba ualng a 

tera lnology whifeh « i y , to a greater or lasaar 

ex ten t , ba unfami l ia r to eone reedere* Tha 

usa of c a r t a i n tarns which s igni fy d e f i n i t e , 

o f ten coaplex concaptsv act ing aa a ' theoroti— 

ca l shorthand* aa i t were, i a unavoidabla i f 

reasonable b rev i ty is to ba achieved in a 

paper of t h i s nature* I neve, t h e r e f o r e , 

added b r l a f paren the t ica l explanetione 

where 1 considar thea to ba requ i red , but 

o l a a r l y thasa can only euggest tha aaaning 

of tha mors coaplex cancapta in a soaswhet 

crude fashion, Hopefu l l y , incraaaing 

contaxtual f a a l l i e r l t y wi th tha te rae w i l l to 

•o*a dagraa a l l a v l a t a t h i a d i f f i c u l t y . ) 

Tha reproduction of a aodo of production, 

that i s * tha a>aintanancs of a p a r t i c u l a r 

conf igurat ion of soc ls l r a l a t l o n a through a 

s a l f - a u a t a i n i n g ayatea of product ion, i s 

dependant, f i r e t l y , on tha contlnuoua regent 

a r a t i o n of tha productive f o r e s t which ara 

tha a e t e r i a l basis of I t s sxistonca and, 

aacondly, on tha aaintananca of tha socia l 

ra la t lona of production which datarsiina 

both tha way i n which caw n o t a r i a l i a appro­

p r i a t e d f roa natura and tha way in wh£6h tha 

produot i a d i s t r i b u t e d aaong tha verloue egente 

of tha production procaaa. 

I n tha c a p i t a l i s t node or product ion, 

tha productiva forcaa aubauaa thraa a laaantst 

- aeans of production which coapr lsa , on tha 

ons hsnd, tha na tura l a a t a r i a l a or forcaa 

uead in tha production procaaa ( l a n d , 

a i n a r a l a , wstar , a t e ) and, on tha o thar , tha 

aan-aada inat ruaants of production ( a a o h i -

has, b u i l d i n g s , t ranaport f a c i l l t i a a , o t c ) f 

- labour powar which i a tha capac i ty of a 

d i rec t producar ( i a a workar angagad i n 

tha -immediate production, procaaa) to 

underteke a day*a work, tha aola sourca of 

value i n c a p i t a l i s t production (saa balow)| 

- l n d l r s a t or gonersl labour which r a f a r a to 

tha ' l a v a l of technology' basad on tha 

cumulative acquia i t ion of s k i l l s and know-

lsdgs ovar t i n e * 

C a p i t a l i a t r a l a t l o n a of production ara 

atructurad on tha basis of Qonarel i iad 

commodity production and exchange, a ayataa 

in which a l l product iva a f f o r t has tha dual 

object of producing both usa values ( tha 

uaaful concrata proper t ies of th inge) and 

exchange values ( the capaci ty Of thinge to 

exchenge in d e f i n i t e ra t ios on the beala of 

tha quant i ty of abstract ' soc ia l ly -necessary ' 

l e b o u r - t l a e , ae tha only meeaura of va lua , 

eabodled i n t h e e ) . Tha aost iapor tant r e a u l t 

of th ia l e thot both huaen labour power and 

tha aaana of production ara drawn in to tha 

eyeten so le ly ae connodi t lee . I t i s on t h i s 

that tha fundamental c o n f l i c t of c a p i t a l i a t 

aaciety between, on the one hand, the c a p i t a l -

l e t claaa which owns snd controls tha aeana 

of production and, on the othar f the working 

claaa which re te ine contro l only of i t a own 

labour power, l e founded* The c o n f l i c t l e 

encepeulated i n the eocla l r e l a t i o n e of 

production in a coaplex structure of dyneaic-

a l l y i n t e r a c t i n g foraa which w i l l be reduced 

here , perhape over -schone t l ca l l y , to the 

f o l l o w i n g i 

• the "wage r e l a t i o n * which, as the n e n i f e e -

t a t i o n of tha ' f r e e ' exchange between the 

coaaodlty labour power and c a p i t a l i n l t a 

aoney f o r * , conceals the o b j e c t i v e e x p l o i t ­

a t ion of labour by tha c e p i t a l l a t claae 

through the ex t rac t ion of eurolue value 

( i e the velue over and above that repreaentad 



by tha valua of the commodities raquired by 

tha worker to auetein and reproduce him-

and h a r s a l f ) from tha fora)ar and I t a 

appropr ia t ion by tha X a t t a r i 

- tha 'proper ty r e l B t i o n * which c o d l f i e a 

l e g e l l y tha r i g h t a of tha c e p i t a l i a t claaa 

both to tha p r i ve ts appropr iat ion of tha 

social aurplua product and to tha f r a a 

dlspoeel of tha moane of production} 

- tha ' a u t h o r i t y r a l a t l o n * which i a tha 

mani feetat ion of tha a a a a n t i a l l y coarciva 

and rapraaalva natura of tha r a l a t i o n a h i p 

of domination between tha bourgaoiaia 

{ c a p i t a l i s t © ) and tha p r o l e t a r i a t (workere)* 

I t ahould ba medo c laar at th ia stags that 

tha ob jec t ive determinant of tha a t ructura of 

tha r a l a t i o n a or production ( i n t a n a o f i t a 

a a a a n t i a l l y abatraot * f u n c t i o n ' ) i a to anaura 

the maintenance of bourgeoie hfQamony - tha 

continuad domination by tha c a p i t a l i s t c laaa* 

not only of tha immediate prooaaaaa of product­

i o n , c i r c u l a t i o n and exchenge ( tha 'aconomy')* 

but alao of tha p o l i t i c a l and ldao log lca l 

' l e v e l s * of a o c i a t y . Thla domination, than , 

i a aiaintainad not a inply through d i rac t 

repressive power ( fo rmal ly locatad i n tha 

a t a t a - aaa below)* but alao through tha 

i n e t i t u t l o n o l i z o t i o n of a hegemonic idaoloqy 

which ' l e g i t i m i s e s 1 (and concaala) tha 

a a o a n t i a l l y BKplo i ta t iva natura of c a p i t a l i s t 

by rapraaanting tha claaa i n t a r a a t a of tha 

bourgaoiaia aa tha 'gsnera l i n t a r a a t a ' of 

aociaty aa a whole* In p a r t i c u l a r socia l 

formations ( s p e c i f i c * h i s t o r i c a l l y c o n a t i t u -

tad 'na t ion s t e t e e ' ) t tha r e l o t i v e importence 

of idaology or rapraaaion i n underpinning 

bourgaola claaa hagaaiony i a c r i t i c a l l y depen-

dant on tha actual concrata development of 

tha c o n f l i c t batwaan c a p i t a l and labour and 

tha a h i f t i n g balance of claaa forcaa that i t 

ombodiee* 

Tha fundamental ins ight of PJerx'e enely -

a la i n Cap l ta j la t h a t the procaaa of accumu­

l a t i o n , t h e t i a , tha appropr iat ion of aurplua 

valua and i t a uee ea productive c a p i t a l to 

obtein tha maana of production and raw mater-

i a l a (conatant c a p i t a l ) and tha labour power 

( v a r i a b l e c a p i t a l ) neceeeery to i n i t i a t e e 

new cycle of productionv erioee out of th ia 

domination of labour by c a p i t a l and that the 

reproduction of c a p l t e l l e t r e l e t l o n e of 

production demendm the contlnwoua axpenelon 

of tha baaia of accumulation (Hervey* 197flt 

102 ) . Thia means that * for c o p i t e l l s t a to 

eurvive aa c e p i t e i i s t s * they are conatantly 

compelled to br ing lorger end la rger maaaae 

of product ive c a p i t a l under t h e i r i n d i v i ­

dual c o n t r o l * which i n turn maene that 

e x p l o i t a t i o n * in terma of tha ex t rec t ion of 

eurplua valua from workere aa a c leee* muat 

constent ly incraeea* 

Tha reproduction of the c a p l t e l l e t 

ays tarn aa a whole* then, cannot ba i ao la tad 

from the continuad (and increee lng) exploit— 

et ion of the working cleaa by the c a p i t a l i s t 

c l a a a . Nor can i t ba i ao la ted from the 

etruggloe of workere to r e e i e t the domination 

of c a p l t e l ea thay become conscious of i t and 

i t a o r l g i n a in the production proceaa* 

In order to meinte in the mye t i f i ce t ion 

of tha 'wage r e l a t i o n ' * i n ao f a r aa i t 

concaala th ia e x p l o i t a t i o n * whi le simultaneous 

l y reserving tha r i g h t to u l t i m a t e l y uee force 

to snsure i t e continued ex is tence! c s p i t e l i e t 
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society requi res ' t h a t the d i r e c t producers be 

deprived of control over the phyaica l meene 

of force and that the l a t t e r be loca l i zed i n 

e aocia i lnotonce re ieed above the economic 

reproduction procaaa' ( H i r e c h , 1 9 7 8 I 6 1 ) . 

Thia ' s o c i a l inetence* i s , of courae t the 

bouroeole a t a t a which, i n e l l lmportent 

rmspeote. monopolizes the organized* * l e g i t i ­

mate' meene of coercion end repreeelon ( the 

m l l l t a r y t the pol ice force* the courts and the 

pr leon system). 

The de r lve t lon of the neceeelty f o r the 

appearance of ths c a p l t e l l e t s tate in t h l e 

form dome not i n any wey preclude i t from 

undertaking o ther , equel ly neceeeery* func-

t ione i n the reproduction of c e p i t a l i a t 

e o c i e t i e e . I n the broadeet aeneo* theaa 

raletm p r i m a r i l y to i t e ro le ee the guarantor 

of the general mater ia l cond i t ion ! of c a p i t a l -

l e t production end reproduction* thet l a , 

i t a ro ie in ensuring the provie ion of the 

complex phyelca l and aoc la l frameworke 

eaaent ls l f o r ' t h e s e proceeaee to occur (aae 

below)* 

While a determlnet ion of tha ro le of 

the e t e t e et t h i e l e v e l of ebetreot ion t e l l e 

ue very l i t t l e , eo f a r * about tha actual day-

to-dey workings of contemporery eoc ie l formm-

t ione* 1 do Intend to re turn to e considerat ion 

of cer to in of theee functiona of tha atate 

below, p a r t i c u l a r l y i n r e l a t i o n to ths Object 

or t h l e l n v e e t i g e t l o n i the 'housing quest ion' 

i n the preeent South Afr ican context . I t 

w i l l be u s e f u l * however, to f l r e t examine, 

syetemet ice l ly but i n general terms, the 

m e t e r i e l beela on which tha concept 'houeing' 

i e const i tuted under the c s p i t e l i e t mode of 
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production* 

C l e a r l y , the primary n o t o r i a l bonof i t or 

uoo value provided by • houoo i a ' e h e l t e r * • 

tho phyoiool p ro toc t ion frooi tho elements 

offordod by Tour w e l l s tnd o r o o f . However* 

looo immediately opporont but equal ly * i f not 

more important i t tho f a c t thot every houee 

occupies o piece of lend which i a uniquely 

loootod i n d e l a t i o n to a l l othor plocoo of 

land and tho a c t i v i t i e e (product ion , c i r c u ­

l a t i o n , ovchenge* reproduct ion, o t c ) t h a t thsjy 

support. Thie proporty of ' a p a t l a l e x c l u o l -

v i t y * * apart from oatabl lah ing tho mater ie l 

foundation tor tho imposit ion of d l f f o r o n t i o l 

| and monopoly ronta (eee below* footnoto a ) * 

thua represents to tho ocGupanto of o p a r t i ­

cular houao o mnlquo uao voluo (or more 

eccurotely* bundlo of uoo voluoo) wi th regerd 

to tho phyoiool a c c o a a i b l l l t y (meesured in 

terms of t r o v o l time or t r a v o l coa t ) of 

varloua f a c i i l t l o o i work oppor tun i t ies* 

shops* echoole, rocraat iona l oroao t e t c . 

Furthermore* on a moment'a r a f l o c t l o n t 

•houeing1 con bo aoon to eubeume eanaidorably 

mora phyaica l elements than tha ac tua l houoo 

or ' d u a l l i n g u n i t 1 l t e e l f . I n on urban 

a l t u o t i o n ot looat ( i o oo oppoaad to a r u r a l 

s i t u a t i o n ) , o houao can only bo made habi tab le 

by tho proviolon of cor to in baaic eorvlcae 

conoldorod ooaont lo l t o tho melntenence of 

publ ic h e a l t h , notobly a aupply of cloon 

water ond tho c o l l e c t i o n and diepooel~mf 

I houaohold uootaa (garbage ond eewage removal) , 

Thoao eervioeo* together wi th othoro loaa 

l M o d i o t o l y oaaooiatod wi th 'housing* aa ouch 

(pub l ic t r a n s p o r t , rood networks, schooling, 

haa l th se rv ices , rocroot ional and community 

f a c i l i t i e s , a t c ) t aro genere l ly organizad on 

a ' c o l l e c t i v e * baaia ant] c o n i t i t u t o what o igh t 

bo termed tho ' i n f r e s t r u c t u r e * of tho repro­

duction of labour power* or tha *meene of 

c o l l o c t i v o consumption* ( C e e t e l l a * 1977i459-

46?| alao 1976115-36) , 

I t should bo understood thot ' c o l l a c t l v a 

consumption1 hero to foro t o tho consumption of 

goods and aorvlcoa not -d i rect ly providod by 

c a p i t a l * o i thor bocauso s s u f f i c l a n t ra ta of 

p r o f i t connot ba oaaurod in undertaking tho i r 

production ( f o r stample, publ ic t ranspor t * 

haal th sarv lcoa) t or bocauao t h e i r provis ion 

must rsmsln a monopoly of tha atoto to aocuro 

tho reproduction of c a p i t a l i s t society ee a 

whole ( f o r example* p a r t i c u l a r l y * echool ing)* 

or both . What conet l tu tee tho 'means of 

c o l l e c t i v e consumption' i n a spec i f i c h i a t o r i -

ce l conjuncture w i l l vary according to 

concrete circumstances, ae may be deduced f r o * 

e b r i e f coneldoration of the ectual v a r i a t i o n s 

I n etotue of auch gooda and eorvicee in differ— 

ent contemporary c a p ! t a l l o t countr iee* 

Thus* In a l l thaee m a t e r i a l waya* 

*houaing* in the broad sense i s a c r i t i c a l 

e l e * e n t i n tho reproduction of labour power, 

' S h e l t e r 1 and i t e eeaocieted servlcee aa 

baaic to tho a u r t l v o l of the i n d i v i d u a l 

worker (and h ie or her f e m l l y ) l e the moat 

obviouo espect of t h i e * whi le the houae aa 

a e teb le l o c a t i o n for tha proceaaee of 

I n d i v i d u a l reproduct ion, i n term* of 

'normel ' (o r 'eubeietenqe' ) coneumptlon end 

the domestic labour (housework) which aupporta 

i t * l a another. 

I n tha seme way •% tho *meone of c o l l e c t ­

ive coneumptlon* (end in r e l e t l o n to them)* 

'normal 1 consumption i s aubjact to whet flora 

termed the p e r t l c u l e r 'morel and h i s t o r i c a l * 

condl t ione o r t ime and p lace . I n other words, 

whi ls ss a minimal condit ion* the marker muet 

be eble to auetein h is or hor capacity to 

undertake a 'normal* day's work and to phys i ­

ca l l y reproduce him or h e r e e l f (by heving 

c h i l d r e n ) * the l e v e l of the add i t iona l 

elamenta of 'normal ' consumption ( i « whether 

or not workers should own TV sets or care or 

whatever) l e determined aa the outcome of the 

continuoue cleea s t rugg le , C leer ly * the dmter-

mlnetlon of the q u e n t l t e t l v e and q u a l i t a t i v e 

atandarda of workers' houalng i a per t of t h i e 

ongoing procese* . 

I n the discussion so fa r what haa been 

considered hoe been e s s e n t i a l l y the use velue 

of houalng to tha i n d i v i d u a l worker ea e 

meane of phyelcal reproduction and* through 

t h i s * i t e value to the c a p i t a l i s t syetem in 

general aa e moons of ensuring the reproduct­

ion of one element of i t e productive forcee 

( labour power). 

Under cap i ta l ism* however* housing 

general ly tekee the fore of a commodity wi th* 

by d e f i n i t i o n * both uee velue and exchange 

value end i t i a on the beeia of the l e t t e r 

that en important branch of tha o v e r a l l 

process of c a p i t a l accumulation* the 'housing 

market** l a ee teb l lehod. 

There ere a wide v a r i e t y of ' a c t o r a ' or 

'agents* engaged in the production end exchange 

of the commodity houalng i n t e r a c t i n g , under 

qu i te d i f f e r e n t motivat lone* in a very complex 

way. They includet c a p i t a l i s t s in the b u i l d ­

ing And conetructlon indus t r i es * property or 

' r e a l e e t e t e ' dee lere* lendlorde* the 
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f inanc iere of "property development*, a t a t a 

egenciee and* i n a mora problematic way, tha 

i n d i v i d u a l home owner. Tha l i n k between thaaa 

vary d i f f a r a n t aorta of paopla l a t h a t a l l 

ara v i t a l l y concerned wi th tha exchange velue 

of houeing and the way in which tha surplus 

valua ganaratad i n i t a production l a d l s t r i -

butod among than , whsthar i t taka tha f o r * 

of p r o f i t , i n t a r a a t or ran t * 

Hence, merely by embodying axchanga 

va lua , houaing contr ibutes to tha raproductlon 

of c a p i t a l l a t r e l a t i o n * of product ion, i n 

termo of providing a d d i t i o n a l araaa in which 

tha baaia of c a p i t a l accumulation may ba 

expanded. But anothar important way i n which 

tha eama and i a aarvad r a l a t a a to tha tandancy 

of tha c a p i t a l l a t system towards par iod lc 

eclaae of ovoreccumulatlon. that i a , a i tua t iona 

in which thara oxiota a aurplua of c a p i t a l i n 

r a l a t i o n to opprotuni t lae f o r p r o f i t a b l e 

lnveetmont. 

Tha thaory advanced by Harvay (1976) i s 

that tha tendency of c e p i t e l i e t o to over -

accumulate i a eccompaniad by a tendency to 

'under- invoat i n the b u i l t environment 

( the phyeical framework which eupports and 

medietee the proceasaa o f product ion, c i r c u ­

l a t i o n , exchange and consumption, and of 

which houaing and i t a associated aarvicee 

conat i tu ta a major alemant) r e l a t i v e to 

t h e i r own i n d i v i d u a l and c o l l e c t i v e neede.* 

The per iodic aurpluaea of c a p i t a l , then, 

can be employed to maka good t h i s under— 

investment but since there i e s l i m i t t o 

productive ( i a p r o f i t s b l e ) investment of t h i e 

k i n d , et soma point tha c a p i t e l f i x e d in tha 

b u i l t environment must be ' w r i t t e n down1 or 

devalued. 

The uee value of the investment (the 

phyeice l i n f r e s t r u c t u r e ) i a n o t , however, 

deetroyad i n th ia devaluat ion and than 

' funct ions as e f r e e good which csn halp to 

re—establish the besis for renewed accumula­

t i o n * (19781116) , Thm rhythm of inveetment 

in the b u i l t environment, t h e r e f o r e , becomoe 

c y c l i c a l , recurr ing at mora or leee regular 

l n t e r v e l s snd fo l lowing e p a t t e r n s im i la r and 

l inked to thet of the tendency towerde over -

accumulation, Tha proceea of ' c a p i t a l 

switching 1 which under l ies t h i s pet tarn cen 

only be eccompllshsd r e l e t i v e l y amoothly 

w i t h *s money eupply and cred i t ayatam which 

craetea " f i o t i o n a l c a p i t a l * i n sdvsnce of 

ec tue l production and consumption* ( 1 9 7 8 I 1 0 7 ) , 

beceuee of the lerge- ecele and long term 

netura of such invsstment ( i a extended 

c a p i t a l turnover per iods) * I n paaeing, i t 

should be noted that tno. provie ion of the 

m e t e r i e l conditiona which ansbla t h i s process 

to occur ( the eetSbl isheant or underwrit ing 

of eppropriete l n e t i t u t l o n e l end l ege l forms) 

i s e ro le which muet, u l t i m a t e l y , f e l l to the 

state . 

The t h i r d wey i n which houeing c o n t r i b u -

tee to the melntenence of c s p i t e l i s t socie l 

r e l e t i o n e owes i t s oppoarance to the c e n t r e i i t y 

of the uee velua of houeing to the reproduction 

of the i n d l v l d u e l worker. The d i f f i c u l t y , 

parhape i m p o s s i b i l i t y , of funct ioning e f f e c t ­

i ve ly ea a ' f r e e * wege labourer in the centres 

of production without the secure bees of a 

houee or r i xed accommodation of some e o r t , i n 

which the proceesee of i n d i v i d u a l reproduction 

may taka place regu le r ly and without d is rupt * 

i o n , i e fundamental to tha uae of housing 

provieion aa an instrument of eoc ie l c o n t r o l . 

C e r t e l n l y , i t hee been eo perce ivad , and emplos'-

a d , both through the agency of the e t e t e (w i th 

Afr ican 'township1 housing i n South At t ics ee 

a prime exempla) and d i r e c t l y by the tepl te l— 

l e t c looo, for whom i t i e eleo an important 

means of 'managing conaumption in tha inter— 

eate of accumulation* (see Hervey, I 976 i27v -

290 | i n South A f r i c a , t h e mine compound ayatem 

for Afr ican workere end the *compeny town* 

eccommodatlon provided for white workars 

provide obvious examples). 

Hevlng now developed whst T hope i s s 

reeeonsbly coherent , i f eomewhet eketohy end 

ebetract ou t l ine of the lmportence of *houeing* 

to the reproduction of the c e p l t a l i a t ayatem, 

tha l o g i c a l l y necessery step i e to examine 

the way in which the "combined end unevem1 

development of thet system entere In to the 

problem. In order to do t h i e , we w i l l bm 

obliged to bacorns more concrete in the eenae 

thet whet i s now to come under coneideret ion 

i s the ac tua l h l s t o r i c s l dsvelopment of 

cap i ta l lem on e world ece le . 

I f i n no other wey, the existence of the 

*houelng problem' of c e p l t a l i a t eoc ie l forma­

t ions msy ba empir ica l ly dmmoneteetad in the 

form of c r i t i c a l housing shortagee in t h e i r 

mejor c l t i e e * These shortegee mey rsesonsDly 

be deecrlbad aa symptomstic of the process of 

urbsnlxsticjn - tha e p e t i e l concentrat ion of 

en increeetng proport ion of a country*a 

populet ion in r e l e t l v e l y few, r e l a t i v e l y lerge 

urben cont toe . But the reduction of the 

proceee to demographic s t a t i s t i c s t e l l s ua 

nothing of l t e underlying cauaeei for thsee. 
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ua nave to turn to e theory ;:f the mod* of de­

velopment of the c a p i t a l i s t v /s tnn . 

Young* (1979|2B) notee that 'towns neve 

h i s t o r i c a l l y besn foundsd on the ex t rac t ion 

and concentrat ion of a soc ia l surplus product 

f r c - ths countryside* and ehe locates t h i s 

foundetion i n ths procaae of p r i m i t i v e __<ccumu­

l a t i o n — the f o r c e f u l dispossession of tha 

esse of d i r e c t producers i n t h s r u r s l areae 

(peaaantSi communsiist fa rmate , s t c ) fron 

t h s i r r i g h t of acceaa to tha basic mesne of 

subaiatance production in the land in order 

that a naacant c a p i t a l i a t c lass way both 

take poaaeaaion of the lend aa c a p i t a l and 

u t i l i z e the now ' f r e e * ( l and less ) producsrs 

in the process of d l r e o t c a p i t a l accumulation 

( i n d u e t r l e l product ion) . C e r t o l n l y , i n the 

h is tory of c a p i t a l i a t development in South 

A f r i c a , the impoeit ion or t h i e 'bloody d i e c i -

p l l n e * hss basn a fundementelly formative 

In f luence and i t a e f f e c t s continue to reeon-

ata throughout the aocia l formation ss i t i a 

presently const i tu ted* (Tor en account, aea 

Legeeeick, 1974) . 

I t i s evident t h a t , wi th tha aimultaneous 

formation of a la rge claaa of p r o l e t a r i a n i z a d 

uorkars (wi thout independsnt acceea to the 

means of production) and ths growing concon— 

t r s t i o n of c a p i t a l ( i n the fore of the moans 

of product ion, p a r t i c u l a r l y the ' b u i l t 

environment*) i n tha urban cantrea noceoel— 

te ted by the r i a e of la rge acale product ion, 

there auet ar lsa a concentrat ion of labour 

power - weqe labourara and t h e i r f a m i l i e s -

in thaae aeme centree* Henoe the processes 

of urbanizat ion and c a p i t a l accumulation (or 

• i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n 1 ) are Inex t r i cab ly bound 

up wi th one another and cannot be 

considered in i s o l a t i o n . Thie i s p a r t i c u l a r ­

l y re levant in the *par lphera l * (or udder-

devsloped) count r iss , and slao in c e r t a i n 

• intermediate* (or leas advanced) c a p i t a l i s t 

count r ies , where the proceee of the p r o l e t a r ­

i a n i z a t i o n of former aubaiatence protfucore 

on tha land has not yet f u l l y worked i t a e l f 

through and tha romnento of p r e - or nan— 

c a p i t a l i a t 'modes' of production may a t m 

e x i a t i n the r u r e l areae* 

However, aa Harvey ( 1 9 7 6 t 1 H ) i a concern­

ed to point o u t , ' there ars serious grounds 

for chal lenging the adequacy of the urbSft-

rure l dichotomy even when expressed ee * 

d i a l e c t i c a l u n i t y , ee a primary form of 

cont rad ic t ion w i t h i n the c e p i t a l i a t mode of 

product ion ' * The 'urban—rural dichotomy* here 

r e f e r s to the broad d iv is ion bstwssn ' town' 

and 'country ' i n terma of the type of 

production undertaken in each (proceeeing 

and 'technology* in the former, baaic food­

s t u f f s and other rew n o t a r i a l * i n the l e t t e r ) 

and the d i f f e r e n t labour proceaaea e n t a i l e d , 

to which i a countarpoaad t h e i r obvioua uni ty 

in terma of economic intardspsndsncs — the 

one csnnot subsist without the other* Harvey 

notee t h a t , f o r Plarx. t h i s contrad ic t ion i s 

to be regarded as *an expression of the d i v i ­

sion of labour in aociety 1 ( the eaeant ie l 

procaaa in the progreaalva development of 

cap i ta l l am 'e productive forcea) end. I n t h i e , 

*the d iv la ion of labour l e the fundamentel 

concept and not the rura l -urban dichotomy which 

i s Just tha p a r t i c u l a r form of i t a axpreea ion ' , 

Thia maene t h a t , however problematic tha 

continued exietonco of p r e - or n o n - c a p i t a l i s t 

'modes' (or forms) of production i n undsr-

dsvslopsd or intermsdiste countr lea may be , 

end however much they mediete patterns of 

urbaniza t ion and ' i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n 1
f i t l a 

the lewe of c a p i t a l accumulation and the 

fundemantal clsae antagonism locatad wi th in 

the dominent c a p i t a l i a t mode of production 

which determine tha fu r the r devalopment of 

such countr lea . 

Oue, at leeat i n p a r t , to t h e i r eubordl -

nata poai t lone in the i n t e r n a t i o n a l economy 

which leeva tham large ly dapendent on tha 

lmoortat ion of both c a p i t a l and technology 

from the advanced c a p i t a l i a t countr iee , ths 

t r e j e c t o r y of economic development common to 

the underdeveloped (and intermediate) countr iee 

diaplaya c e r t a i n w e l l documented character— 

i e t l c e . Tor our purposes, the most important 

of theee l e the chronic i n e b l l i t y of such 

economies to abaorb in the ' f o r m e l ' proceasae 

of c a p i t a l accumulation ( i a i n regular wage 

employment) a conalderable proport ion of the 

working populet lon puehad o f f the land. Such 

peopla would than tand to becoma permanently 

excluded from p a r t i c i p a t i o n in the c e p i t a l i a t 

'eectora* of product ion, ra ther than being 

merely temporari ly euparfluous to i t s imme­

diate requirements. 

Thia 'marg ina l ized ' working populat ion , 

w i t h neg l ig ib le oppor tun i t ies Tor employment 

in the r u r a l areae, end in the abaence of 

any extra-economic constraint to i t a googrophi-

c e l m o b i l i t y . I n e v i t a b l y experlenoaa e etrong 

p u l l towarda tha urban centree where thoae 

oppor tun i t iee for ' f o r m a l ' employment that do 

e x i e t ere loceted and where the p o s e i b l l i t i e e 

of ' i n f o r m a l ' income-earning a c t i v i t i e s ere 



page 6S 

m u l t i p l i e d by tha ahaar concentrat ion or 

both paopla and a e e l t h . Hence tha phenomenon 

of dependent urbanizat ion 1 » 'hyperurbanlzm**-

t i o n l
t or 'u rban iza t ion without l n d u e t r i a l l -

z a t i o n ' which charactar laaa tha countrlaa 

of tha so -ca l l ed 'Th i rd World* and i a a>oat 

v i s i b l y msnifsetsd in tha mushrooming growth 

of teponteneoue f § ' i n f o r m a l * or 'squat tar * 

sett lements on tha f r lngaa of t h a i r more 

Important cantraa of production* 

I t i a at t h i s point that tha r a a l mater-

l a l oaaia of bourgeoie i n t e r e e t in tha 'houe— 

ing Question* f i n a l l y reveals i t s e l f , and in 

I t s Most acuta form* On tha ona hand, housing 

undar tha c a p i t a l i a t mode of production 

rapraaanta an aasant la l element of tha means 

of aubslatanca raquirad t o reproduce tha 

labour power on whoee e x p l o i t e t i o n tha ayataa 

l a baaed* On tha o t h a r t tha dynamics of tha 

procass of c a p i t a l accumulation i t s e l f , as 

concret ized i n tha operation of tha 'houeing 

morkot ' , anaura t h a t tha aupply of th ia p a r t i ­

cular usa velue, whsrs i t r | l » naudsd snd at a 

pr ies thst can Da a f forded , i s alvaya out* 

atr ippad by tha demand* 

Thraa poasibla modes of response t o t h i a 

f a i l u r a of tha ' f r e e en terpr ise* system to 

f u l f i l i t a ob l iga t ions to tha 'p lay of merket 

forcaa* immediately auggaat thmmeolvoat 

- tha a t a t a i n i t a ro la aa tha guarantor of 

tha ganaral mste r io l condit ions of product­

ion and raproductlon atepe in to f i l l tha 

breach by providing low cost pub l ic housing, 

usual ly on a aubaidlzad or semi-eubaidlzed 

baslai 

- o l t e r n a t i v e l y , tha a t a t a temovee tha problaai 

from tha vulnarabla cantraa of production t o 
* 

tha r u r a l araaa by tha ( a u p a r f i c i a l l y ) 

»impla expedient of applying admin is t ra t ive 

constra lnta to in—migration from thaaa araas 

(or i t combines t h i s couraa of ect ion wi th 

tha f i r a t ) | 

- tha homeleee people take a a t t e r a i n t o t h a i r 

own handa by expropr ia t ing whatever land 

they ceo and providing t h e i r own housing, to 

a greater or laaaar ex tent Independently o f 

the ' f o r m a l ' system of commodity production* 

Without , at th ia p o i n t , wishing to enter 

the dabete aa to whan and wi th in what l i m i t s 

th ia l a a t response repreoonts e meni feeiet ion 

of class e c t i o n , 1 think i t should by nqy be 

c lear that I t must navortheleoe be aeen to 

poea a r a a l threat to the meintenanca of 

bourgaoia hegemony, p a r t i c u l a r l y in terms of 

tha ldeo log lce l r c l e t i o n e which l e g i t i m i z e 

• p r o p e r t y ' m n d ' e u t h o r i t y * . And i t l a i n tha 

bourgaoiaia 'e ettempt to regein control of 

t h l e e l t u a t i o n and to turn i t to i t a own 

advantage thet a four th possible mode of 

response emergea * the 'self—help1 

approach. 

This* indeed* appears to be what haa 

taken place in South Af r ica during the 

generel e o c i e l , p o l i t i c a l and economic c r i s i s 

of tha 70e and, before turning to exemine the 

e p a c i f i c ideo log ica l content of the form 

which the response hea assumed here , i t w i l l 

be necessary to dmlineete et least tha ou t l ine 

of tha contextuel s i tua t ion in which i t haa 

developed* 

In South A f r i c a , the ' t y p i c e l ' urbaniza­

t ion p a t t e r n of par iphero l or lntermediete 

c a p i t a l i a t countrlae deacribad b r i e f l y above 

hae, to a marked degree, bean mediated by the 

• 

l n o t i t u t i o n e l i z e t i o n of the migrent lebour 

system and tha eetebliahment of the fteeorve 

ereee ee, euccesalvaly, raaarvoira of cheep 

labour power, marshall ing eraas for tha labour 

a l l o c e t i o n procees and, f i n a l l y , aa dumping 

grounda f o r the ceaua l t lee and expendeblo 
e 

members of the working populat ion* The 

system of ' i n f l u x * and ' a f f l u x ' controls 

appl ied to a f r i c e n workere by the s t a t e , 

le rge ly through the labour bureau organiza­

t i o n , nee e f f e c t i v e l y l i m i t e d the eize or * 

displaced the locet lon of ' i n f o r m a l ' s e t t l e -

menta ao that there erm no 'probleme* here of 

qu i te the aame megnitude or degree of v i s i b i ­

l i t y ee those eaaociated with Le t in Amaricen, 

Aeian, or Afr ican 'Th i rd World1 countr laa . 

There e r e t of couree, 'squat ter * a a t t l e -

mants in South A f r i c a , of which the two beet 

known oxenplee are probebly Croeeroada in tha 

Cape Town aree and Uinterve ld neer P r e t o r i a , 

but the urban 'houeing problem' , at l e e a t , haa 

gansre l ly token e qu i te d i f f e r e n t form. I t e 

magnitude cen be gauged from the fo l lowing 

a t a t i a t l c a (which, not c o l n c l d o n t e l l y , ware 

aasamblad in the eftermath of tha Soweto 

r e v o l t ) t the avsrafls occupancy rate par 

house f o r a f r icene in ten urben ereee in 

1975 wee eetlmeted to be 17, t h i s r e f l e c t e d 

an increase from 13 in 1970 (Kene-8ermen, 

1978.51)* 

Tha Immediate cauaa of auch aevera over­

crowding i a obvious - statm expenditure an 

a f r i c a n housing in thaaa ereee haa bamn 

maeaivaly inadequete, even in terme of meeting 

the ' l e g a l ' demand ( i a thet aenctloned under 

Section 10 of the Oentu (Urban Araee) Ac t ) * 

However, t h l e exple ins nothing, f o r the r e e l 
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question to be anewored i * • *hy? Ones again 

thara appaara to ba a ready oxplenetion in 

tha a t a t a 1 a manipulat ion of tha r a t a of 

provis ion of o f r icen family housing aa ona 

more instrument In tha bat tary of I n f l u x 

controle* Indeed* thara i a c l o c r l y a degrae 

of v a l i d i t y to th ia reasoning, at t h i a l a v a l 

of analysis t but fu r tha r r a f l a c t l o n indlcataa 

t h a t thara must ba a yat a>ora fundsmsntsl 

causa l i t y operat ing at « hlghar l a v a l of 

determinat ion . 

Thia aiay ba demonstrated empir ica l ly by 

a cursory examination or tha houalnQ s i t u a t ­

ion of tha colourad and a i l a n populat ion 

groupa tha t , wi th tha s f r i c a n s , compriaa tha 

greet balk of tha South A f r i c a n working c lass , 

but uhlch ars not a u b j i c t to qulta tha asms 

dagraa of admin is t ra t ive control and hereee-

aiant aa tha l a t t e r , p a r t i c u l a r l y in r a l a t i o n 
* 

to aovement to and between urban araas 

(although tha Croup Arses l a g i a l a t i o n providaa 

aavara conatra inta t o locat ion yftthin tha 

urban t r e s s ) , Tha o f f i c i a l sst iaateo of tha 

housing backloga for theee two populat ion 

groupa at tha and of 197? vara S? 000 and 

20 700 dua l l ing un i ta tsspsct ively , (Dewar and 

E l l i s , 1979i 149 ) , I t i s l i k a l y that tha a c t -

ual shortages ars euba tan t i e l l y l a r g e r , ainca 

these f igures have e l a o e t c a r t s l n l y baan daxivad 

from housing l i s t s which lncluds only that prop­

o r t i o n of tha hoaalaaa populat ion which coneid-

ara i t worthwhils to apply f o r houaaa in tha 

faca of tha chronic incapacity of tha rasp— 

onsibls l o c s l a u t h o r i t i s a to raduca tha raa l 

d a f l c i t . I f fur thar evidence i a requ i red , ona 

naad only point to tha continuad exietsnee of 

larga ' i n f o r m a l ' aat t lwasnts housing members 

of ths two groups* p a r t i c u l a r l y i n tha metrop-

o l i t a n areaa of Caps Town and Durban, 

I think t h a t i t l a now c l a a r that 

tha fundsaentsl cauaaa of ths 'problem1 

a r a not t o ha locatad e n t i r e l y w i t h i n tha 

idoology of tha opartheld s ta ts , ainca thara 

a r a no r a a l q u a l l t a t l v a d l f farancaa In t h a 

urban housing cond i t ion* of thsss ouppoaadly 

' d i f f e r e n t ' groups, Tha underlying a t r u c t u r a l 

cauaaa ars to bs round, r e t h e r , i n tha h i s t o r i -

o a l l y apac i f io rsaponeem of tha a t a t a t a t h a 

changing a a t a r l a l requirements of c a p i t a l acc -

umuletlon In South Af r ica ainca tha doalnanca 

of tha c a p i t a l i s t aoda of production waa f i r a t 

e s t a b l i s h e d . 

NarsVs aaasr t ion ( I 9 7 9 t 4 3 ) that "the enor-

a i t y of a t a t a involvemant in tha provla lon of 

housing dsjssnda t h a t a theory of housing in 

South Af r ica alao ba a thaory of tha a t a t a i n 

pexiphsral c a p i t a l i s t soc ia l foraat iona and of 

a t a t a expenditure* l a undoubtadly c o m e t 

(although tha usa of ' p e r i p h e r a l ' to describe 

South A f r i c a ' s poa l t lon i n tha o a p i t a l l a t world 

economy a i g h t bs d e b a t a b l e ) . Aa ha l a p l i c l t l y 

acknowledges, however, thp uas of anslysss such 

ss t h a t davalopsd by O'Connor (1973) t o i n v s a -

. t igoto a t a t a f l a c a l po l i cy i n tha Unltad Stataa 

aust bscoaa highly problsast io i n tha contaxt 

of South A f r i c a , 

Tha need, than , i a for ths thsory of s t a t a 

i n t e r v e n t i o n i n tha housing procaaa (and tha 

urbanlaat lon procaaa) which w i l l anabla con-

cra ta analya ia of tha South Af r ican a i t u a t i o n 

to ba undertaken. I consldsr that a uaafu l 

s ta r t ing point aay ba t o a t t a a p t to eyetsaot -

i c a l l y l i n k and davalop tha baaic hypothaaas 

of Harvsy fs (197B) ana lys is of ' tha urban 

ptocsss under c s p i t s l i a a 1 wi th Hirech'e 

(1978) alaaanta of a ' thsory of tha bour-

gsols s t a t a * - both arguaanta avolvad a t 

a l a l l a r lavals of a b s t r a c t i o n , and both 
• 

focua, to a graatar or lfcoeer dagraav on 

tha raqulraaanta of tha processes of ovar-

a l l soc ls l reproduction I n r e l a t i o n to t h a 

gonaral lawa of c a p i t a l accumulation, 

Tha nacaaaary davslopaant of an adaquata 

thsory would involva two fu r tha r move-

aanta towarda concra t iaa t lon i 

a a r a f o r a u l a t l o n of tha basic hypthssss 

in tsras of ths in te r lock ing structuras 

of the praaant 'ataga of accumulation*• 

that l a , tha s t r u c t u r a l l y d i a t l n c t sys­

tem of production snd reproduction doa-» 

instsd by monopoly c e p i t s l which hsa 

evolved from the iaaanant tandanciae 

of c a p l t a l i e t accumulation towards con-

csntret igm ( t h a s c c e l e r a t i v e eccumulat­

ion of i n d i v i d u a l c a p i t a l s through istprove— 

ments in p roduct iv i ty * s t c ) snd centrol isat— 

ion ( tha combining of I n d i v i d u a l c a p i t a l s 

through tsksovsrs, asrqsrs* a t c ) ( saa Tins 

snd H s r r i s f 1979t104-119) | 

* a eyatematic i n v e s t i g a t i o n of tha rs formul -

etsd thsory's cspscity to sxpls in spsc l f i c 

phsnomsna aaaocletad wi th tha provision of 

houeing in conteaporary south A f r i c a . 

While 1 em c e r t e l n l y not in a posi t ion 

to undertake euch s p ro jec t st t h i s t i tss , I 

*would suggsst thst ins fo l lowing coaasnts 

would hevs soma rslsvsnee i f i t ware to be 

attempted, 

f i r s t l y , I condlder that rtsrsVs atatement 

( 1 9 ? 9 I 4 0 ) t h a t , bacauae of the enorai ty of a tata 

involvement, *meny of the concepte r e l a t i n g ta 



t h * provis ion or housing d i r a c t l v undar tha 

conditions of c s p i t s l i a t commodity production 

sra . . . not aopl lcabls or do not occupy as 

csnt ra l a pos i t ion (aa thoss r s l a t i n g to tha 

raproduction or labour powsr) w i th in a framme 

work of ana lya la * incorporatas s basic srror 

which has p o t s n t i s l l y sst lous consaquancaa 

f o r ths d i r s c t i o n t h a t fu r ths r snslysis should 

lata* 
Tha i - rcr of t h i s s r ror l l s s v 1 th ink t 

i n nsrs 's attsmpt ( 1 9 7 9 I 3 9 - 4 0 ) to l s o l s t a 

tha uss vslua of houslnq In tha raproduction 

of labour powar from i t s axchanga vslus ss a 

commodity* spparsntly on ths grounds that ths 

provis ion of housing by ths , p u b l i c ssctor* 

( ths s t s t a ) i s sxtsrnAl to th« systam of gan-

a r a l i s a d commodity production and axchangs# 

Ths concsptual framswork dsvslopad hara , 

howavsr* lnd lcstas that undsr ospl ta l lssi 

thasa two aspscts of housing dar ivs froa tha 

t o t a l i t y of tha systam ( ths"contradic tory 

un i ty* of cosMBOditiaa) and cannot bs f r a g -

msntad i n t h i s way. E m p i r i c a l l y . I t csn ba 

sssn thst tha mssslvs invoivamsnt of indust -

r i a l ( b u i l d i n g ) c s p i t s l i n tha construct ion 

of "townships1 such ss n t t c h s l l ' a P la in and 

A t l a n t i s i n ths Wsstarn Capa i s c lss r ly not 

taking plsca outsida tha procaaa of "pcivata" 

c a p i t a l accumulation aimply bacausa tha a t a t a 

acts at a f i n a n c i a l i n t a n a d i a r y batwaan tha 

"aanufsctursrs* of such sccommodation and ths 

'customara' who u l t i s ia ts ly purchsaa i t s uss 

vslua wi th t h a l r r a n t s l paymanta ( and taxss , 

i f tha subsidy systsm i s tsksn in to socount) . 

I t i s for t h i s rssson, I am sura* that any 

cosiprahsnaiva thaory of housing in South A f r i c a 

must taks up and davslop Harvay'a hypothasas 

on invaatmsnt in tha ' b u i l t ahvironmant*(ssa 

footnota S)« 

5scondly« ths organ iss t iona l s t ructurs 

of tha a t a t s provis ion of publ ic housing i n 

South Af r ios * i n broad t t r « i , ths f lnsncing 

of i n i t l s l dsvslopmont costs snd o v s r s l l p l a n ­

ning contro l of housing schsmss i s s l locstsd 

to tha c a n t r a l govarnaant whl ls locs i suthor— 

i t l s s (or Administrat ion Boards in tha csso of 

s f r i c s n housing) sra rssponsibls for da ts i l ad 

planning, suparvlsion of construct ion snd ths 

administrat ive contro l ( r a n t a l c o l l s c t i o n t 

provis ion of sarvicaa and maintananca) of ths 

complatsd schsmss (asa Clasry* 1978 f o r • mors 

da ts i l ad account) * dsmanda that a thaory of 

a tata in ta rvan t ion in tha housing procsss i n -

corporsts s "seals f s c t o r ' which w i l l account 

for tha madlation of such in ts rvsn t lon through 

ths loca l s t s t a organs. 

Tha alsnsnts of s thsory of ' ths loca l 

s t s t s ' snd i t s ro ls in "sacuring conditions 

fsvourabla to c a p i t a l sccumulstion* sra to bt 

found in Cockburn"a (1977) analyaia of tha 

B r i t i s h local governmant systsm which axamlnaa, 

i n vsry concrsts tsrme, ths problsm of soc is l 

raproduction at tha loca l l s v s i . Whlls tha 

s p a c i f i c i t y of ths South Afr ican a t a t a . 

sppsrstus obviously prscludss sny d i rsc t 

sppropr ist ion of ths concspts dsvslopsd thsro t 

I think t h a t tha p a r t i c u l a r parspsctlvs sdoptad 

and ths coapsrst ivs a s t s r l s l thst i t provldss 

w i l l prova to ba of considsrsbla usa in 

undartaklng an snslysis of ths s l t u s t l o n in 

t h i s country. C l s s r l y , such an snslysis would 

hava to racognizs tha ovarbaaring funct ion 

of rapraaaivs contro l of tha black working 

class smbodisd in tha "township" systamf 

s q u a l l y , howavar, i t would hsva to accomao-

data ths fac t thst t h i s systsis i B * t prasant 

undargoing a aubatant ia l modi f icat ion in ths 

fsca of a manifest nsad to raatructura tha 

soc is l rs ls t ions of production of ths South 

Afr ican socis l format ion . 

Tha a x p l l c a t i o n of tha p a r t i c u l a r mschsn-

isms through which t h i s procsss of r s s t r u c t -

ur lng i s to bs accompUshsd i s , of courss, of 

great importance, and i t i s with t h i s objact 

i n aind that wa raturn to tha point t h s t hsd 

bsan raachad whan wa ambarksd upon t h i s 

ra thsr summary treatment of tha "housing 

problam" i n South Af r ica and ths questions 

of t h s o r a t l e a l construct ion that i t r a l a a s i 

tha appearance of a fnaw" approach to tha 

problam, that of " a s l f - h a l p * . 

Tha concapt of "sa l f -ha lp" I n tha housing 

procsss I s at prasant bslng propagatsd in 

South Af r ica by a nuabar of dlvaraa o r g a n i ­

zat ions which includa tha fo l low ing ! 

- tha Notional Bui lding Research I n s t i t u t a t 

which oparstss undar tha umbrella of tha 

Council for S c l a n t l f i c and I n d u s t r i a l 

Research and acta i n both a consul tat lvs 

and a ' rasssrch and development1 capacity 

to tha bui ld ing industry and to various 

ststa aganciaa lnvolvad in tha provis ion 

of housing ( l o c a l a u t h o r l t i a s . Administra­

t ion Boards, tha Department of Community 

Development, s t c ) f 

"- tha Urban Foundation) 

- c a r t a l n u n i v a r s i t y raaaarch i n s t i t u t i o n s 

(snd tsaching dapartmanta)| 

- 'community davalopaant" a i d organizat ions 

of various or ig ins which spparsntly sub-

scribs to othsrwlss qu i ts d l f f s r a n t 
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programmes and p r i n c i p l e s * 

I t l a eviuar.t that tha concapt i s open to 

a range of d i f f e r e n t i n t a r p r a t a t i o n a but tha 

form i n which i t aaaaia to hava a t t a i n e d i t a 

wideet currency and in which i t i t perhaps 

• o a t e x p l i c i t l y a r t i c u l a t e d l a that aaaociatad 

w i t h tha work o f John Turner on low-income 

hoJeing p o l i c y . The major hypotheaaa can be 

summarized aa fol lows i 

- houaing neada are a matter of access ( t o 

reaourcaa) and tenure ( r i g h t s of occupancy) 

aa w a l l aa ' e h e l t e r ' i when a l t e r n a t i v e s are 

a v a i l a b l e , decialona i n r e l a t i o n to houaing 

choice r e f l e c t a highly oereoftel* • l o c a l i -

eed' aat of valuee which are appropriate 

to Immediate 'community' leeuae and which 

cannot be r e a l i z e d by depersonal ized, 

c e n t r a l i z e d houeing aganciaai 

- conventional notiona of the 'houaing 

problem' focus on what houaing i_̂ _ ( i e a 

• a t a r l a l product) ra ther than on what i t 

Qoaa for paoplai deepite being conatructad 

in i n f e r i o r mater ia ls and to apace atandarda 

that ere unaccaptebly low in terms of 

conventional houaing codes t a houee may In 

fac t funct ion an a highly 'appropr iate and 

aupport iva* way for tha p a r t i c u l a r houeehold 

that occupiaa l t | 

- tha ao lu t ion to tha *houeing problem* I l e a 

in tha maximum uae of a v a i l a b l e 'income 

reaourcee' (people end reneweble m a t e r i a l e ) 

and tha c a r e f u l l y cont ro l led uae of 

' c a p i t a l resources' (machinery* non-renew-

able mater ia ls and l a n d ) | I n order to achieve 

t h i e , the 'heteronomoua housing eyeteae' 

( ' h i g h l y i n s t i t u t i o n * i U e d t p r o f e e e i o n e l i z e d , 

monetized and I n d u s t r i a l i z e d * ) which preeent -

ly contro l houaing pol icy down to i t a • 

very l e a t d e t a i l (an accurate p i c t u r e of the 

e x i e t i n g South Af r ican system) must be 

reet ructured to become 'autonomoua ayatarns' 

i n which people and organizat ions operating 

at the loca l l e v e l set t h e i r own p r i o r i t i e s 

end a a t a b l i a h the most e f f e c t i v e methode of 

uaing loca l raeourceei 

- act ion at the c e n t r a l government l e v e l 

ahould be l i m i t e d to the set t ing of 

p r o a c r i p t i v e ( 'per formance ' ) atandarda 

rather than the present genera l ly p r e s c r i p ­

t i v e ( ' s p e c i f i c a t i o n * ) atandarda f o r 

housing, to the guaranteeing of acceaa to 

acarce l o c a l reeourca# on an equi tab le 

basis , to providing 'supra local i n f r e e t r u c -

turee* and to c o n t r o l l i n g the pr ice of 

baalc raeourcea and 'money ( c r e d i t ? ) 

i W e l f ' i i n eeeenceV c e n t r a l government 

and 'corpora te ' organizat ione must act 

• i n support of l o c a l l y e f f e c t i v e houeing 

demand'* 

I t i a important to note thet t h i e 

formulet ion of the •aelf—help' concept doea 

not reduce the approach to tha popular image 

of the e e l f - b u i l t ahanty which l a i n aome 

way a testimony to a nat ive ' f o l k a r c h i t e c t u r e * * 

On the contrary, the range of possible 

phyelcel forma covered by the idee i e elmoat 

without r e s t r i c t i o n s from substant ia l 

e t ructuraa erected w i t h contractua l technica l 

aaalatanca and labour and employing convent** 

lona l bu i ld ing mate r ia ls , through varloua 

typaa of mass-produced icore* or * e t e r t e r * 

houaaa which may be added to incremental ly 

over t ime* to the archetypel ahanty b u i l t with 

family labour and uaing whatever a e t e r i e l e 

are to hand on a a i t e which may or may not 

ba supplied wi th baalc serv ices . 

The fundamental condit ion to be s a t i e -

f l e d i n th ia conceptual isat ion of 'eelf— 

he lp 1 i a not whether the occupanta of a 

p a r t i c u l a r house hava used t h e i r own labour 

t o provide themaalvee w i t h she l te r * but 

whether they hava exercised ' s e l f - d a t a r m i n a ­

t i o n ' i n ae lect ing the nature and atandard of 

t h e i r accommodation, i n accordance wi th 

p r i o r l t i a a aatabl iahed by themselves. 

C e r t e i n l y , i t i s i n t h i s eenee that tha idea 

may be . and c lear ly haa been, extended in to 

the breeder f i e l d of 'community development1. 

A systematic c r i t i q u e of the Turner 

* e o l u t i o n ' to the 'housing problem' i e outside 

the scope of t h i s p a p e r . 1 3 Nevertholoee. even 

in t h i e h ig ly compreeeed form, tha eeeent ia l 

c r i t i c i s m to which i t can be aubjeotad ahould 

ba apparent - i n i t e focue on the i n d i v i d u e l 

houeehold and the ' l o c a l organizat ion* aa 

r a t i o n a l dedalon-maklng un i te oppoaad to e 

f i e l d of imperaonel end I n d i f f e r e n t 'bureeu-

c r a t i c f o r c e a ' , the model e f f e c t i v e l y diacounta 

the l i m i t a and a f f e c t s of i t r u c t u r a l _ c o n d l -

_ti.Q_n_s__aataplishad on the m a t e r i a l bases of 

c a p i t a l i s t accumulation which have generated 

the 'problem' i n tha f l r e t piece end w i l l 

continue to do ao 'aa long ae the c e p i t a l i a t 

mode of production continues to e x i e t ' 

(Cngele, 19S1i&52« w r i t i n g on the 'houeing 

queatlon* in 1072-3 ) . 

Turner 'a p r e s c r i p t i o n , then t repreaenta 

yet another ceae of t r e a t i n g tha symptom 

ra ther than the cauae, or of ' o h i f t i n g problem* 

around without reeolvlng them1 end, aa such, 

i t doea not poae i t e e i f d i r e c t l y counter to 



I the in te res ts of the r u l i n g c l a s s . Indeed, 

n SB the range of i n a t l t u t i o n a which subscribe 

to i t e baaic premises i n d i c a t e s , the more or 

laaa ' r a d i c a l 1 terminology In which i t l a 

couched ac tua l l y f a c i l i t a t a a i t a incorpora­

t i o n by tha l i b a r a l end reformiet ideologiee 

t h a t service bourgaola hegestony. 

Tha most d i rec t and v i o i b l o inatanca of 

euch incorporat ion i s to ba found in tha Urban 

Foundat ion^ enthusiast ic eepousel of 'home 

I ownership' which, so tha cornaratona or i t a 

I urban ' q u a l i t y tof l i f e ' improvement programme, 

qu i ta e x p l i c i t l y edvocotoe tha development of 

a 'middle c lass 1 of black property owners to 

j champion tha v i r tues of tha ' f r a a a n t a r p r i a a ' 

• eyatem emong t h a i r laaa p r i v i l e g e d f e l l o w s , 

tha mechenieme through which t h l a i a to be 
* 

! achieved, i n addi t ion to the eetebliahment 
-

of leaaehold (or pre ferab ly f reeho ld ) r igh to 

for e f r lcon ' l e g a l l y ' i n tha urban eroee, 

range fro™ f a c i l i t a t i n g acceaa to bu i ld ing 

socie ty f i n a n c e , through encoureging 'employer 

p a r t i c i p a t i o n * i n the houaing proceaa by way 

of making loan f inance ava i lab le to t h e i r 

employees, t o 'sweat equi ty* ' s e l f - h e l p * 

scheass auch ae that i n Khutaong 

townahip near C e r l e t o n v i l l o , 

Whether or not a ' c l ass * which w i l l seek 

| an a l l i a n c e of i n t a r e e t a wi th tha dominant 

claaa can ba const i tu ted on the basis of tha 

ownarahip of domestic ( i a owner-occupied) 

property raaieins a highly problematic iasua 

which cannot ba deal t w i t h here* ' Koweuert 

j tha s igni f icance of such a atratagy in r e l a t i o n 

to tha currant a t t t a p t e of the atata to 

reet ructura i t a apparatuses in order to 

accommodate tjto nog 'permanent* presence of 
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e s t a b i l i z e d eno mora highly d i f f a r e n t i e t e d 

a f r i c a n urban populat ion ( i a the various a ta r 

a t r a t a of the working claaa %^ pe t ty bour— 

g e o i e i e ) i n the contreo of production eeesie 

qu i te cleer» 

The praclee nsture or tha ro le played 

by tha Urban Foundation and i t e impl icat ions 

in terms of the re la t lonah ip between c a p i t a l 

and the e t e t e In poet-Sowsto South A f r i c a are 

complex qunations which require da ta * led 

conelt ierat lon end which I hope to teke up 

elsewhere. For tha moment, I can only i n f e r , 

at a l e v e l of almoet t o t e l specula t ion , thet 

t h l e r e l e t i o n s h l p i a in tha proceae of m 

thorough-going t rsnoformet ion, which haa i t a 

roots in th» major c r i s i s of South Afr ican 

eepi te l loai i n the mid-70s. 

Furthermore, i t appeara that there may 

be developing -e * d l v i a i o n of labour ' between 

c a p i t a l and the e t a t e at tha ideologica l l e v e l 

wi th the foraer assuming a growing roeponsibl— 

| l i t y f o r the teak of l e g i t i m i z i n g t h a ' e t h i c ' 

of c a p i t a l accumulation whi le the l a t t e r 

expands end deepene i t e ro le ae 'defender* of 

the ' n a t i o n a l i d e n t i t y ' (however thet i e to 

be def ined)* At one l e v e l , t h i e might ba 

deduced f r o * the aver more aggreaaive and 

a t r l d e n t apoiogotlce for t h e ' f r e e enterpr lee* 

ayatem which amenate from the repreeentet ivee 

of c a p i t e l w h i l e , af another, i t mey expla in 

the rapid esca la t ion of a t a t a expenditure on 

'defense ' and the eccumulation of a t r a t e g l c 

matar ia le coupled wi th a oimultaneous decl ine 

or a t l a a a t stagnation ( i n r e l a t i v e terma) of 

expenditure on ' s o c i a l consumption* iteme 

which, we a*e t o l d , muat now become more 

d i r e c t l y the business ( i n more eanaas than 

• 

one! ) of tha ' p r i v a t e eoctor ' * 

Tha way in which tha ideology or ' e e l f -

help* would mash wi th and complement a ' t o t a l 

etretegy* of t h l e nature ehould require no 

fu r the r e l a b o r a t i o n , but to conclude, I wieh 

to poee, very b r l a f l y and sowowhat 

ingenuouely (end in tha i n t a r e e t a of provo­

king debate)* the queetion of the contrad ic t ion 

inherent to t h i e ideology, ee to e l l ideo lo­

gies which seek to l e g i t i m i z e bourgsoie 

domination. 

Although, aa we have seen, the ' rad ica l> 

formulat ion of the ' e e l f - h e l p * concept can 

be readi ly eppropriated to aerve r u l i n g claaa 

i n t e r e s t s , the seme formulat ion ra iaee at 

laaat the p o s s i b i l i t y t h e t i t might instead 

be appropriated by the working claaa to 

becMe an Ideology of 'oomaunity* reoietance 

to ' e x t e r n a l ' contro l of the) loca l env i ron-

ment. The ex tent to which euch an ideology 

can evolve i n t o e conecioueneaa of claaa end, 

beyond t h e t , be t rane la tad in to class 

pracUgo i s , however* en iesue which, i n t h l e 

papet, muet remain open. 

C e r t a i n l y , tha numerous accounts of 

'community movemente' which eppeer to heve 

dissipated t h e i r energy In in ternec ine 

f e c t i o n a l aquabblee or to heve euf fered 

co—option end oubeequont d e p o l l t i c l a a t l o n 

by raformiat elemente ind ica te thet t h i e 

p a r t i c u l a r woy forwerd i e not eeey. But 

porhepe i t i e necessary, f i n a l l y , to recognize 

t h e t 

, , . The contradlct ione ere not ao 
Immobil ising aa they eeem, becauee in 
t h e i r p e r t i c u l a r ahape and form they ere 
elweye changing and so opening up new 
p o e e i b i l l t i e e for a c t i o n . Uncovering 
t ru th by etepping outside the convention-

i 



a l ideas of f a m i l y , achool , l oca l govern­
ment or a l a c t o r a l democracy aiakaa i t 
poaaibla to aaa tha present a i t u a t i o n 
f o r what i t i s and at tha same time 
to r o l l i t onward to that a naw t e r r a i n 
comae i n t o e ight (Cockburn, I 9 ? ? i 1 8 4 ) . 
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