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STATUTES of THE REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AIKICA — UBOUR 

INDUSTRIAL CONCILUTION AMENDMENT ACT 
NO. 95 OF 1980 

(ASSEVTCD TO I JULY. 1980] (DATE OF COMMENCEMENT; I AUGUST, 1980) 

(Afrikaans text signed by the Slate President) 

ACT 
To ameud Hi*- Industry Conciliation Ad, 1956, 

boorlikc arbeidsprakty*" 
dnstrial court" aud "unfair 
tioo and functions of the 
establishment of coodliatic 
cation determinations beti 
certain textual alterations; 
certain laws. 
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amends the Afrikaans text 
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chairman"; paragraph 
section (8). 
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THE IC BILL 
AND INDUSTRIAL 
COUNCILS 
UANY OF t h e responses t o the proposed Changes 

I n i n d u s t r i a l l e g i s l a t i o n have tended t o v i a e 

c a p i t a l and the s t a t e as a monol i th ic u n i t / ; 

the s p e c i f i c n a t u r e of t h e changes and s h i f t i n g 

responses have a l s o been l o s t s i g h t o f , and 

subsumed under t h e s i n g l e banner of ' t o t a l 

c o n t r o l ' . 

The f i r s t note publ ished below examines the 

s h i f t s i n focus of the l a t e s t proposed amendment 

t o the I n d u s t r i a l C o n c i l i a t i o n A c t . Tha second 

c o n t r i b u t i o n t e n t a t i v e l y e x p l o r e s t h e i n c r e a s i n g 

pressure on worker o r g a n i s a t i o n s t o p a r t i c i p a t e 

i n i n d u s t r i a l c o u n c i l s . 

the 1981 d ra f t 
I n d u s t r i a l 
Conc i l i a t i on 
Amendment B i l l 
THE purposs o f t h i s a r t i c l e i s t o examine the 

s t a t e responses i m p l i c i t i n the d r a f t 

I n d u s t r i a l C o n c i l i a t i o n Amendment 8111 o f 1961, 

and to i l l u s t r a t e the n a t u r e of these responses 

by comparing them t o t h e s t r a t e g i e s adopted by 

t h e s t a t e i n t h e l e g i s l a t i o n that arose out 

o f the * i e h a h n Repor t . 

As W1P ems going t o p r i n t , t h e r e was specu la t ion 

t h a t t h e U l n i s t e r Of Manpower in tended to 

I n t r o d u c e an amended vers ion of the I n d u s t r i a l 

C o n c i l i a t i o n Amendment B i l l to Par l i ament i n 

t h e nee sess ion . Press specu la t ion was that 

soma of t h e c o n t r o l s on t rade unions contained 

i n the o r i g i n a l d r a f t had been dropped from the 

B i l l t o be i n t r o d u c e d . 

THE * IEHAW APPROACH 

THE Wlehahn Report has been c o r r e c t l y viewed 

as a response to t h e re-emergence of an 

Independent b l a c k t r a d e union movement i n t h e 

e a r l y 1970s, and i n p a r t i c u l a r t o tha Durtan 

s t r i k e s o f 1973, The Commission M W t h i s 

re-emergence as posing a number of t h r e a t s t o 

i n d u s t r i a l r e l a t i o n s i n t h i s c o u n t r y . I n 

p a r t i c u l a r , they noted t h e f o l l o w i n g dangers: 

* t h a t t h e cont inued growth of the independent 

union movement might lead t o the e x i s t e n c e 

of an ' i n f o r m a l 1 b a r g a i n i n g s e c t o r (between 

employers and u n r e g i s t e r e d un ione) outs ide of 

the o f f i c i a l I n d u s t r i a l Counci l system; t h i s 

might u l t i m a t e l y t h r e a t e n t h e o f f i c i a l system; 

a t h a t u n r e g i s t e r e d unions enjoyed ' g r e a t e r 

f reedom' than r e g i s t e r e d unions as they ware 

f r e e from t h e ' e s s e n t i a l d i s c i p l i n e and c o n t r o l ' 

imposed upon p a r t i c i p a n t s i n t h e o f f i c i a l 

b a r g a i n i n g system. 

The Commission's response was t o recommend 

that a l l t r a d e unions be e n t i t l e d t o r e g i s t e r 

and take p a r t i n t h e I n d u s t r i a l Counci l system. 

By drawing b lack unions i n t o t h e o f f i c i a l 

barga in ing system, t h e s t a t e would be a b l e t o 

e x e r c i s e some c o n t r o l over these un ions . They 

saw t h i s process as a form of compromise; i n 

r e t u r n f o r the 'advantages* of r e g i s t r a t i o n and 

p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n t h e I n d u s t r i a l Counci l system, 

t h e unions would expose themselves t o 

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e c o n t r o l s , and c e r t a i n c o n t r o l s on 
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t h e i r p o l i t i c a l a c t i v i t i e s . 

THE POST-w-I&WN LEGISLATION 

THE s t a t e ' s l e g i s l a t i v e response was s lower . 

I n t h e o r i g i n a l amending Act ( 1 9 7 9 ) , t h e 

p o s s i b i l i t y o f r e g i s t r a t i o n was extended on ly 

t o those unions which d i d not admit migrant 

workers and ' f r o n t i e r - c o m m u t e r s ' as members. 

The black union movement p r o t e s t e d aga ins t t h i s 

l i m i t e d r e f o r m , and t h e response of the s t a t e j 

was t o a l ter* the p o s i t i o n so as t o enable a l l 

t r a d e un ion* to r e g i s t e r and p a r t i c i p a t e i n t h e I 

I n d u s t r i a l Counc i l system. A t t h i s s tage , a 

d i v i s i o n developed amongst black un ions , w i t h 

seme i n d i c a t i n g t h a t they would be w i l l i n g t o 

r e g i s t e r ana o thers remaining adamant i n t h e i r 

r e f u s a l t o do so. The present p o s i t i o n i s t h a t | 

c e r t a i n CUBA and FOSATU unions have r e g i s t e r e d 

(though t h e l a t t e r have i n d i c a t e d t h e i r I n t e n t i o n 

t o d e - r e g i s t e r i f they a r e not granted n o n - r a c i a l 

s t a t u s ) ; t h e GVU has i n d i c a t e d the terms on which 

i t would be w i l l i n g t o r e g i s t e r ; and SAAWU and 

UACWUSA cont inue t o re fusa t o do so. ; 

^RESPONSE TQ NEW DEVELOPMENTS 

The 1981 d r a f t B i l l can be viewed as c o n t a i n i n g 

both a p a r t i a l s h i f t away from the s t r e t e g e y 

adopted by Wlehahn; and an at tempt t o f a c i l i t a t e 

the o p e r a t i o n of t h e reforms Int roduced by t h e t 

Commission. The B i l l r ep resen ts a move away 

from tha Wlehahn p o s i t i o n i n s o f e r as i t 

recognises the f e i l u r e to Impose c o n t r o l on 

unions by drawing tham i n t o the ambit o f the 

o f f i c i a l b a r g a i n i n g system. Th is w i l l be done 

by i n t r o d u c i n g an e n t i r e l y new face t to t h e B i l l -

the unprecedented p l a c i n g of c o n t r o l s on i 

u n r e g i s t e r e d un ions . These c o n t r o l s a r e 

p a r t i a l l y a d m i n i s t r a t i v e but w i l l a l s o 

severe ly c u r t a i l the type o f p o l i t i c a l 

e c t i v i t i e s t h a t t r a d e unions can i n v o l v e 
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themselves I n , 

The e x t e n s i o n of c o n t r o l s can be seen as a 

response t o the emergence of a new m i l i t a n t 

unionism, e s p e c i a l l y i n the Eas te rn Cape* 

The most s i g n i f i c a n t l abour development i n 

recent years has been the emergence of unions 

such as SAAWJ and UACWU5A, the involvement of 

community o r g a n i s a t i o n s l i k e PEBCO i n i n d u s t r i a l 

d i s p u t e s , and t h e c l o s e l i n k s t h e t have been 

e s t a b l i s h e d between the unions and community 

o r g e n i s a t i o n s . These developments heve placed 

an i n c r e a s i n g s t r e s s on t h e s t a t u t o r y i n d u s t r i a l 

r e l a t i o n s framework, and t h e response o f t h e 

s t a t e to t h i s has been to move outwards the 

boundaries of c o n t r o l , p a r t i c u l a r l y t h e c o n t r o l 

o f p o l i t i c a l a c t i v i t y by un ions . 

But the e f f e c t o f p l a c i n g new c o n t r o l s on 

u n r e g i s t e r e d unions has a l s o been to make these 

unions r e l a t i v e l y l e s s ' f r e e ' when compared t o 

r e g i s t e r e d un ions . Aa t h e a c t i v i t i e s o f 

u n r e g i s t e r e d unions e r e i n c r e a s i n g l y c o n t r o l l e d 

so, i n a sense, the advantage i n remaining 

u n r e g i s t e r e d i s decreased. Al though t h e r e a r e 

dangers i n a t t e m p t i n g t o e x t r a c t s t a t e responses 

frost p ieces o f l e g i s l a t i o n , an examinat ion of 

c e r t a i n o f t h e c o n t r o l s proposed i n the B i l l 

throws some l i g h t on s t a t e responses t o b lack 

unionism and , i n p a r t i c u l a r , t h e new m i l i t a n t 

unionism. 

EXTENSION Cf CONTROLS 

AT the moment , on ly those o r g a n i s a t i o n s whose 

pr imary purpose i s the r e g u l a t i o n of r e l a t i o n s 

between employers and t h w i r employees a r e 

c l a s s i f i e d as t r a d e un ions . The B i l l proposes 

t o extend t h e d e f i n i t i o n of e t r a d e union t o 

cover a l l o r g a n i s a t i o n s t h a t i n t e r v e n e , i n a 

s i n g l e i n s t a n c e , i n an i n d u s t r i a l d i s p u t e on 

beha l f o f members i n v o l v e d i n t h a t d i s p u t e as 

workers* T n e consequence of t h i s i s t h a t a 

la rge number of o r g a n i s a t i o n s , not g e n e r a l l y 

considered t o be t r a d e un ions , w i l l be p o t e n t i a l l y 

made t rade unions as soon as they in te rvene i n 

i n d u s t r i a l r e l a t i o n s . Whi le p r e v i o u s l y t h i s 

would not have a f f e c t e d an o r g a n i s a t i o n 

s i g n i f i c a n t l y , i t w i l l now sub jec t them t o e 

number o f c o n t r o l s . An u n r e g i s t e r e d union w i l l 

have to submit i t s c o n s t i t u t i o n , heed o f f i c e 

address (which may not be i n an ' independent* 

bantustan) and the names of i t s o f f i c e - b e a r e r s 

and o f f i c i e l s t o the Department of manpower 

U t i l i s a t i o n , I n a d d i t i o n , v a r i o u s a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 

c o n t r o l s r e l a t e d to t h e keeping of books and 

membership l i s t s * the r e t e n t i o n of records snd 

t h e ho ld ing o f e l e c t i o n s w i l l be imposed upon 

u n r e g i s t e r e d unions f o r the f i r s t t i m e . Such 

c o n t r o l s have p r e v i o u s l y been on r e g i s t e r e d 

unions o n l y . 

The d e f i n i t i o n of e t rade union i s now so 

wide t h a t o r g a n i s a t i o n s which do not conceive 

of themselves as be ing t r a d e unions might f i n d 

themselves be ing prosecuted f o r f a l l i n g t o 

comply w i t h the new Act* 

This could occur i n t h e f o l l o w i n g way: 

A number of members o f a church o r g a n i s a t i o n 

a r e employed i n the same f a c t o r y . They e r e 

dismissed aa a r e s u l t o f e s t r i k e and t h e chuixh 

o r g a n i s a t i o n approaches the company wi th a view 

t o g e t t i n g i t s members r e - h i r e d . I n terms o f 

t h e proposed d e f i n i t i o n , t h e church o r g a n i s a t i o n 

could now be considered a ' t r a d e u n i o n * . I f i t 

d i d not comply w i t h t h e d u t i e s pieced on 

u n r e g i s t e r e d unions by the A c t , such as 

submi t t ing i t s c o n s t i t u t i o n , t h e s t a t e could 

commance a prosecut ion a g a i n s t i t . 

RESTRICTIONS W PQ-ITICtt - ACTIVITIES 

THE I n d u s t r i a l C o n c i l i a t i o n Act c u r r e n t l y p laces 

r e s t r i c t i o n s on t h e p o l i t i c a l a c t i v i t i e s of 

r e g i s t e r e d unions. They a r e prevented from 

a f f i l i a t i n g o r g i v i n g f i n a n c i a l ass is tance to 

any ' p o l i t i c a l p a r t y 1 . A p o l i t i c a l p a r t y hare 

I s any o r g a n i s a t i o n that puts up candidates f o r 

e l e c t i o n to a l e g i s l a t i v e body, o r a t tempts t o 

I n f l u e n c e p u b l i c op in ion to support a p o l i t i c a l 

p a r t y . Nat on ly a r e t h e P r o h i b i t i o n s i n the 

new proposed sect ion s i g n i f i c a n t l y widened 

b u t t h e p o l i t i c a l a c t i v i t i e s o f u n r e g i s t e r e d 

unions a r e r e s t r i c t e d . These amendments w i l l 

c l e a r l y make t h e l i n k s between the new m i l i t a n t 

unions and loca l community o r g a n i s a t i o n s 

u n l a w f u l . Th is w i l l be e f f e c t e d I n p a r t by 

extending the p r o h i b i t i o n on p o l i t i c a l ass is tance 

t o a l l ' p o l i t i c a l o n j a n i s a t l c n i * . This new 

ca tegory i s exceedingly wide ly de f ined and covers 

any group or i n d i v i d u a l tha t promotes i t s 

' p o l i t i c a l i n t e r e s t ' or the p o l i t i c a l i n t e r e s t 

o f a l l or some o f i t s members* No at tempt i s 

made t o d e f i n e what c o n s t i t u t e s e p o l i t i c a l 

i n t e r e s t , so t h i s c a t c h - e l l category w i l l 

cover a wide v a r i e t y of o r g a n i s a t i o n s I n c l u d i n g , 

d e f i n i t e l y , community organ isa t ions such as 

PEBCO and , p o s s i b l y , t r a d e un ions . 

The type of p o l i t i c a l ass is tance t h a t i e 

p r o h i b i t e d i s a l s o ex tended. The g r a n t i n g o f 

any a s s i s t a n c e by a t rade union t o a p o l i t i c a l 

p a r t y o r o r g a n i s a t i o n w i l l be an o f f e n c e , as 

w i l l be any at tempt to i n f l u e n c e i t s membership 

t o support s p o l i t i c a l p a r t y or o r g a n i s a t i o n . 

At the moment on ly t h e g r a n t i n g o f f i n a n c i a l 

a s s i s t a n c e i s p r o h i b i t e d * 

The p r e c i s e e f f e c t o f such a wide—ranging 

p r o v i s i o n i s d i f f i c u l t t o env isage. I t I s 

t y p i c a l o f a tendency I n South A f r i c a n l e g i s l a t i o n 

t o cast the ne t o f i l l e g a l i t y ext remely wide , 

so as t o maka a wide s e r i e s of a c t s c r i m i n a l 

o f f e n c e s . Th is enables t h e s t a t e t o ignore the 

vast m a j o r i t y o f such t r a n s g r e s s i o n s , but t o 

s e l e c t i v e l y prosecute i t s opponents* when and 

where i t sees f i t . Th is s e c t i o n could be used. 
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f o r examp le , t o p r e v e n t TUCSA front a s s i s t i n g t h e 

NftP i n p u t t i n g up e l e c t i o n p o s t e r s : b u t i t I s 

»uch more l i k e l y t o be used t o h i t a t a l l i a n c e s 

between b l a c k u n i o n s and communi ty o r g a n i s a t i o n s . 

I t c o u l d even be used t o i n t e r f e r e e i t h a l l i a n c e s 

b e t e e e n u n i o n s , a s a l l u n i o n s e r e p o t e n t i a l l y 

' p o l i t i c a l o r g a n i s a t i o n s ' . 

( I t s h o u l d be no ted t h a t art a d d i t i o n a l 

p roposed amendment t o t h i s s e c t i o n i s a imed a t 

t h e p o l i t i c a l a c t i v i t i e s o f r i g h t - w i n g u n i o n s . 

An i n d i v i d u a l s t a n d i n g f o r e l e c t i o n t o a 

l e g i s l a t i v e body w i l l be c o n s i d e r e d t o be a 

' p o l i t i c a l p a r t y * . T h i s i s c l e a r l y d e s i g n e d t o 

h i t a t t h e s u p p o r t g i v e n by c e r t e i n r i g h t - w i n g 

u n i o n s t o independen t c a n d i d a t e s f o r p a r l i a m e n t ) . 

STRIKES 

AT t h e monwnt i t i s e n o f f e n c e t o s t r i k e o r t o 

i n c i t e someone e l s e t o s t r i k e . (The e x c e p t i o n 

t o t h i s i s a ' l e g a l ' s t r i k e w h i c h can be s t a g e d 

a f t e r c e r t a i n p r o c e d u r e s have been f o l l o w e d ) . 

I n t h o s e r a r e cases where a s t r i k e i s p o l i t i c a l 

( l e n o t r e l a t e d t o e n employment i s s u e ) , i t i s 

a n o f f e n c e t o a s s i s t s t r i k e r s . 

The new B i l l p roposes t o make a l l a s s i s t a n c e 

t o s t r i k e r s ( e x c e p t i*i t h e case o f a l e g a l s t r i k e ) 

a n o f f e n c e . T h i s w i l l make any s y m p a t h e t i c 

a c t i o n such a s c o l l e c t i n g o r c o n t r i b u t i n g money 

f o r s t r i k e r s , d i s t r i b u t i n g f o o d p a r c e l s , 

o r g a n i s i n g o r even p a r t i c i p a t i n g i n a b o y c o t t 

i l l e g a l . A g a i n t h e a m b i t o f t h e s e c t i o n i s 

v e r y " i d e and c o u l d p o t e n t i a l l y i n c l u d e such 

a b o v e - b o a r d a c t i v i t i e s a s g i v i n g l e g a l a d v i c e 

t o s t r i k e r s . The a b i l i t y o f communi ty and o t h e r 

o r g a n i s a t i o n s t o g i v e t h e s u p p o r t t h e y have 

o f f e r e d s t r i k e r s i n t h e l a s t Couple o f y e a r s 

w i l l be s e v e r e l y e f f e c t e d by t h i s s e c t i o n . 

STOP ORDERS 

CURRENTLY, t h e q u e s t i o n o f a u n i o n ' s r i g h t 

t o s t o p o r d e r f a c i l i t i e s ( a u t o m a t i c d e d u c t i o n 

o f u n i o n s u b s c r i p t i o n s f o r members' wages) 

i s l a r g e l y a m a t t t r t o be r e s o l v e d between l a b o u r 

and c a p i t a l . Uanagament and a u n i o n c o u l d 

a g r e e t o such an a r r a n g e m e n t . Bu t where a 

r e g i s t e r e d u n i o n was r e f u s e d such f a c i l i t i e s 

b y management, t h e y c o u l d a p p l y t o t h e M i n i s t e r 

t o c o * p e l t h e employer t o g r a n t s t o p o r d e r s . 

I n t e r e s o f t h e d r a f t B i l l , emp loye rs w i l l 

be o b l i g e d t o g r a n t s t o p o r d e r f a c i l i t i e s 

t o r e g i s t e r e d u n i o n s t h a t r e q u e s t t hem, b u t 

t h e y canno t be g r a n t e d t o u n r e g i s t e r e d u n i o n s 

u n l e s s t h e U l n i s t a r c o n s e n t s . 

The p roposed amendment r e p r e s e n t s a 

s i g n i f i c a n t i n t r u s i o n by t h e s t a t e i n t o a 

sphare g e n e r a l l y c o n s i d e r e d t o be t h e s o l e 

domain o f l a b o u r and c a p i t a l . Z t g i v e s t h e s t a t e 

t h e l e g a l power , f o r t h e f i r s t t i m e , t o p r e v e n t 

a s t o p o r d e r a r rangemen t b e i n g made between 
• 

management end a n u n r e g i s t e r e d u n i o n d e s p i t e t h e 

f a c t t h a t b o t h p a r t i e s t o t h e a r rangement want i t . 

Th is s e c t i o n i s a n i n d i c a t i o n o f t h e way 

t h e s t a t e v i e w s t h e d e a l i n g s o f c e r t a i n s e c t o r s 

o f c a p i t a l w i t h u n r e g i s t e r e d u n i o n s . A number 

o f u n r e g i s t e r e d u n i o n s have won s t o p o r d e r 

f a c i l i t i e s and t h i s t y p e o f s t a t e i n t e r v e n t i o n 

b o t h sho res up t h e p o s i t i o n o f management i n 

such n e g o t i a t i o n s and dec reases t h e number o f 

o p t i o n s open t o t hem. The s e c t i o n i s b o t h a 

p o t e n t i a l c o n t r o l on u n r e g i s t e r e d u n i o n s , and 

a p o w e r f u l inducement f o r t r a d e u n i o n s t o 

r e g i s t e r . ( T h i s s e c t i o n i s one o f t h o s e t h a t 

t h e M i n i s t e r i n d i c a t e d wou ld be w i t h d r a w n f r o m 

t h e B i l l and I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g t o n o t e t h a t i t 

i s one t h a t Assocom o b j e c t e d t o ) . 

INDUSTRIAL TRAINING 

I N a d d i t i o n t o t h e I n d u s t r i a l C o n c i l i a t i o n 

Amendment B i l l , 2 o t h e r p i e c e s o f l a b o u r 

l e g i s l a t i o n w i l l be passed t h i s y e a r . They a r e 

t h e Uanpower T r a i n i n g B i l l and t h e Guidance and 

Employment 6111 w h i c h a r i s e o u t o f t h e 

recommendat ion o f t h e R i e k e r t Commission t h a t t h e 

l e g i s l a t i o n d e a l i n g w i t h i n d u s t r i a l t r a i n i n g . 

e d u c a t i o n and p lacemen t be c o n s o l i d a t e d and 

r a t i o n a l i s e d ; and t h a t r a c i a l d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n s 

be removed i n t h e l e g i s l a t i o n . I n a d d i t i o n t o 

c o n s o l i d a t i n g e x i s t i n g i n d u s t r i a l l e g i s l a t i o n , 

t h e p roposed Manpower T r a i n i n g B i l l c o n t a i n s 

s e v e r e c o n t r o l s o v e r t h e r u n n i n g o f t r a i n i n g 

c e n t r e s by u n r e g i s t e r e d u n i o n s . The e f f e c t o f 

t h i s s e c t i o n i s t h a t no u n r e g i s t e r e d u n i o n may 

p a r t i c i p e t e i n a c e n t r e o f f e r i n g t r a i n i n g t o 

u n i o n members u n l e s s t h e c e n t r e i s r e g i s t e r e d 

w i t h t h e Depar tment o f Manpower U t i l i s a t i o n . 

Any i n v o l v e m e n t by a n u n r e g i s t e r e d u n i o n makes 

such r e g i s t r a t i o n c o m p u l s o r y , and c o n d i t i o n s 

may be Imposed on t h e r e g i s t r a t i o n . 

Once a t r a i n i n g c e n t r e l a o b l i g e d t o 

r e g i s t e r , a l l t r a i n i n g t h a t i t c o n d u c t s i n 

l a b o u r r e l a t i o n s o r u n i o n a c t i v i t y must be i n 

a c c o r d a n c e w i t h c o u r s e s approved by t h e 

Depa r tmen t . The e f f e c t o f t h e s e c t i o n i s t h a t , 

u n l e s s ^n u n r e g i s t e r e d u n i o n r e g i s t e r s a s a 

t r a i n i n g c e n t r e w i t h t h e s t a t e , i t w i l l o n l y 

be e n t i t l e d t o r u n e d u c a t i o n a l c o u r s e s f o r i t s 

own f u l l - t i m e o r g a n i s e r s . 

CONCLUSION 

AS y e t t h e r e i e no c l a r i t y a s t o p r e c i s e l y wh ich 

s e c t i o n s o f t h e B i l l w i l l become l a w . I n t h e 

l i g h t o f t h e c o n c e r t e d o p p o s i t i o n t o numerous 

a s p e c t s o f t h e B i l l f r o m b o t h l a b o u r and 

c a p i t a l , t h e S t a t e w i l l d e f i n i t e l y d r o p a 

number o f t h e more c o n t e n t i o u s amo t i ons and has 

even h i n t e d t h a t t h e e n t i r e measure m i g h t be 

s h e l v e d . I f t h e s e c t i o n s e x t e n d i n g c o n t r o l s t o 

u n r e g i s t e r e d u n i o n s a r e enac ted a s l a v , t h e 

a t a t a w i l l f o r t h e f i r s t t i m e g i v e s a n c t i o n t o 

a d u a l i n d u s t r i a l b a r g a i n i n g s y s t e m . The 



cwge d 

Wî hahn Commission had hoped that i t s reforms 

would &tap the growth of the * unof f i c ia l ' 

bargaining system that was daveloping outside 

the Industrial Council system. Thia has not 

happened and to compound tha s i tuat ion tha 

independent trade union movement has developed 

an increased militancy- Tha s t a t e ' s response 

hai baan to extend contro ls , in particular over 

p o l i t i c a l a c t i v i t i e s , to these unions. Tha 

bargaining and agreements that do take place 

between unregistered unions end Management e l l l 

thus enjoy a for* of statutory recognition they 

have not previously had. 

As mentioned ear l i er , the extension of 

controls to unregistered unions e l l l remove 

certa in of the benef i t s of reject ing registered 

status* But, i r o n i c a l l y , t h i s exteneion w i l l 

a l so remove an incentive to r e g i s t e r . The 

wi l l ingness of e union to r e g i s t e r i s often 

taken by management to be indicat ive of a 

union's 'responsibi l i ty* and ' s t a b i l i t y * , 

for e i th reg i s trat ion comes the subjection to 

controls* As such, regis trat ion can bs a 

strong incentive in inducing management to 

negotiate an ln-house agreement with a union. 

This e l l l no longer be the case , and perhaps 

union a t t i t u d e s on reg i s trat ion wi l l become 

•ore d i r e c t l y deoendant on their approach 

towards part ic ipat ion in the Industriel 

Council system. 

Industr ia l 
Councils 
IN THE deoate over the v ir tues of a * legal 1 

s t r i k e at Colgete, the central issue in dispute 

was l o s t s ight of. This was the right to 

negct late wages and working conditions at plant 

l e v e l . The importance of th ia issue l i a s In 

the increasing pressure on worker organisations* 

registered and unregistered, to negotiate wages 

and working conditions exclusively through 

Industrial Councils or other industry-wide 

forums. 

while not wishing to drew an absolute 

d i s t inct ion between employers' Interests 

and the purpose of the s t a t e ' s legal intervention -

the relat ionship between the two i s a complex 

one - i t i s suggested thet the thrust of the 

l e g i s l a t i o n i s to provide the mechanisms for 

the lna t i tu t iona l i sa t ion and supervision of 

black trade unions. 

Actual part ic ipat ion in the industrial 

conc i l ia t ion machinery was i n i t i a l l y expected to 

be I t s own inducement and reward, to flow 

automatically from reg i s trat ion as the s e l f -

evident benef i t , and the l e g i s l a t i o n hes not 

e x p l i c i t l y directed i t s e l f to t h i s aspect . Indeed 

the atate appears to have directed i t s attent ion 

to those unions (part icularly the new "militant1 

unions) which have chosen to sidestep I t s 

supervision by refusing to reg l e t er . Ae outlined 

above, th i s hes taken the fan*, in the amending 

draft b i l l s , of extending controls over 

unregistered unions, and of Introducing measures 

designed to i s o l a t e the unions from tha current 

upsurge of popular mi l i tancy. 

Increasingly, however, employers are being 

confronted with sharpening industr ie l c o n f l i c t , 

end the problem posed for them i s to es tabl i sh 

the industr ie l framework within which individual 

employers should confront the ir workers. With 

regard to the l e g i s l a t i o n In generel , and the 

proposed amendments dealing with governmental 

control , employers1 organisations have adopted 

an uncommitted pos i t ion . The refusal to deal 

e i t h unregistered unions by some has ref lected 

l i t t l e more than their ambiguous at t i tude to 

trade unions or worker organisations in generel . 

•hat i s notable, however, i s that there has t>nn 

a sh i f t in management's statements. Whereas 

there had hmmn emphasis placao on registrat ion 

ee a prerequis i te for nagotietions with unions, 

th i s has shifted to the concepts of 

'represent iv i ty ' and now, more ominously, 

'commitment to industry-wide bargaining1 . Here 

Se i f sa i s i l l u s t r a t i v e . 

The argument i e advanced by management that 

because enterprises are competitive, i t i s 

necessary to have industry-wide uniformity in 

• egss end working condit ions. Furthermore, 

a s ingle forum i s required to deal with the 

to ta l spectrum of organisations representing 

labour in that industry. As capita l I s 

comprised of mutually destruct ive and competitive 

cap i ta l s , I t i s c lear that stronger cap i ta l s 

{part icularly highly mechanised enterprises) 

have an interest in es tabl i shing much higher 

minimums then their l e s s competitive brothers. 

Gut the issue i s deeper than t h i s and fundamental 

objections have been raised to the whole 

Industrial Council system. 

It has been argued that the Industrial 

Council system profoundly a f f e c t s the power end 

organisation of trade unions, and that the 

Industrial Council l a in any event en unfavourable 

forum for the 'independent* unions. 

The Industriel Council cons i s t s of an 

•qual number of representatives from employer 
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and employee organisations respect ively. 

The Council drafts agreements which a r t then 

given the force of lew. The agreements are 

policed by employees oF the Council. A few 

of the features of the system that have bean 

c r i t i c i s e d ere as fo l loes: 

There i s aleeys numerical par i ty between 

•employer and employee representatives. Should 

a trade union (employes representative) wish 

to increase i t e representation then i t may do eo 

e i ther e t the expense of another trade union, 

or elae allow the employer* to extend t h e i r 

number of seete by the same number. I n en 

Industr ial Council there may be up to BO or 

more members, including representatives of up 

to 10 or more registered unlona. I t l a unl ikely 

thet a nee union wi l l have anywhere near the 

' represent iv l ty* on e, nation-wide basis to 

coenend more then e fee seats. Furthermore, 

given the divis ions In the South Africen lebour 

force, workers w i l l present themeelvee et the 

table ee deeply divided, div is ions which e i l l 

overshadow the divisions beteeen employers. 

The const i tut ion of the Council i t s e l f forms 

s kind of contract between the membere/pertlee. 

Many of these contain dispute procedures which 

e l l members ere to f e l l o e in t h e i r enterpr ises. 

The most noteble of these i s the e n t l - s t r i k e / 

compulsory reference to a rb i t ra t ion procedure. 

I n such a counci l , no member may c a l l e s t r ike 

(see Section 6S ( 2 ) (e) of the A c t ) . 

The non-pert i d e a t i o n of e trade union, or 

i t s refusal to endorse an agreement reached by 

the Council , w i l l not prevent the agreement 

covering thet union's members. Indeed, the 

rep resent i v i t y of employees covered by e Council 

I s geuged by the range-of employees employed by 

the employer representatIves (see Section 

« ( i l ) ( c ) ) . 

I t i s possible to Improve on the Indust r ia l 

Council agreements ty entering into pr lvete 

'house* agreements with Individual employers. 

However, the const i tut ion of some employer 

organisations bind the i r members to abstain 

from entering agreements which cover areas 

already covered by the Indust r ia l Council 

agi Dement. 

The more d i rec t c r i t ic ism of the system 

and the part isan structure i s that the en t i re 

process takes place In a manner which e f fec t ive ly 

undercuts the power of the union to make 

e f fec t ive demands. The bargaining process I s 

taken away from the workplace where workers ere 

not only organised, but where they have the 

a b i l i t y to beck t h e i r demends with an organised 

response such es withdrawal of lebour. 

But, i t has been argued, the most damaging 

af fects of per t ic ipat ing in Industr ia l Councils, 

or negotiating working conditions in forums 

distanced from the concrete struggles on tha 

shop f l o o r , are those on the organisation 

i t s e l f . Besides the fact thet the negotiations 

i n the Council chambers may have l i t t l e bearing 

on concrete etruggles, lsoleted from the 

e f fec t ive bes« end power of the union, the shop 

f loor i s denied access to bargaining with t h e i r 

own bosses, and workers come to play a passive 

ro le in the Process, snd consequently In t h e i r 

union. The emphasis on negotiating s k i l l s (and 

spsc ie l ls ts , o f f i c i a l s etc) grants them a 

lesser role in the union end diminishes the 

importance of shop-floor organisation, shop 

stewards, etc.* I n par t icu lar , the tendency 

i s to cut the shop f loor out of the whole 

process. Instead of accounting t o the members 

and the taking of a fresh mandate during 

negotiations, there i s only the report-beck. 

I n soma TUCSA unions sven that would be good 

fortunet 

I t Is i n t h i s sense that i t is srgued that 

Industr ial Councils are not neutral veeaels to 

be f i l l e d with whatever content can be poured 

in to them. The view that regards access to these 

inst i tu t ions ss an 'extension of r igh ts 1 reveals 

a l imi ted understanding of concrete organisational 

questions. 

Increasing pressure to par t ic ipate in the 

Industr ia l Council syatem i s being exerted on 

trade unions. This mey take the farm of 

refusing to deel with a trade union unless and 

u n t i l i t per t lc ipetes i n the Council system, 

a l t e rna t i ve ly u n t i l i t spelle out in wri t ing 

i t s intsnt ion to do so. Behind th is position 

l i e s the threat of refusing accees to the factory 

or refusing stop order f a c i l i t i e s . At the earns 

time management states that i t i s not host i le 

to unions, end i s merely attaching e'reesonable* 

condition to l t a recognition of tha union. i 

Thie leeue i s not confined to registered 

union*. Aa employer organisations formulate 

the i r common pol icy , unregistered unions sre 

being informed that wages ana] working conditions 

can not be negotiated a t plant l e v e l . 

I t must be noted thet employers themselves 

ere not e t one on tha qusstlpn of Indust r ia l 

Councils. Boas have themealf stetmd that the 

Councils are unrepresentative and unsatisfactory 

(eg Ford's Fred T e r r a i n s ) . Furthenaore, i n 

certain sectors there ere major divisions 

emonget employers which has led t o sections 

dlstenclng themselves from the Councils 

( fo r example In the t e x t i l e inoXiatry where 

there are both capi ta l - intensive and labour-

intensive sectors) . 

The struggle to establish the r igh t , to 

plant level bargaining i s a c ruc ia l one t.end 

one which e f fec ts s l l labour, organ!satlame. In 

t h i s regard the Colgate workere1 v ictory ess 

s ign i f i can t , whatever tha merits of c a l l i n g for 

e legal s t r ike might have been, whatever 
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c o n d i t i o n s employers might a t tempt to s t i p u l a t e 

as the necessary p r e c o n d i t i o n s f o r r e c o g n i t i o n , 

t h e a c t u a l cohesion and s t rength of the workers 

I n t h e i r f a c t o r i e s t i l l determine i f they a r a 

recognised . Labour o r g a n i s a t i o n s that exchenge 

t h i s p r i n c i p l e o f shop- f loor based s t r u g g l e s 

f o r r o c o o n l t l o n w i n e f f e c t i v e l y o * 'scebbing ' 

on labour o r g a n i s a t i o n s i n g e n e r a l . 

P8 6 FH 

THE SUPPORT 
ALLIANCE: 
t r a d e un ions 
and community 

I N A number of recent working c l a s s s t r u g g l e s , 

l i n k s between t r a d e unions and tha broadar 

community have baan e s t a b l i s h e d . This a r t i c l e 

i s l i m i t e d t o a d iscuss ion of « s p e c i f i c s e t o f 

r e l a t i o n s i n vh lch a community or community 

o r g a n i s a t i o n supports a workplace s t r u g g l e . 

Thasa s p e c i f i c s o r t s of r e l a t i o n s and the 

problems and q u e s t i o n s t h a t Surround than a r e 

s e l l i l l u s t r a t e d i n the I 960 Cape meeteorkers* 

s t r i k e , end the 1979 Ford workers ' s t r i k e i n 

P o r t E l i z a b e t h . Before looking a t these tvo 

cases i n mora d e t a i l , a b r i e f a t tempt w i l l be 

made to t h e o r e t i c a l l y s i t u a t e t h e separa t ion 

between workplace end community, end to discuss 

seme of I t s a f f e c t s . 

Tna main problems and Questions to be 

raised end discussed below r e v o l v e around 

a t h e n o t i o n of 'community ' ; 

b t h e neture of t h e a l l i a n c e entered I n t o 

between a s o r t i n g c l e s s o r g a n i s a t i o n - the 

t r a d e union - and a community o r g a n i s a t i o n 

which inc ludes non-working c l a s s e lement * ; 

c t h e problem of marking c l a s s l eadersh ip I n 

such an a l l i a n c e ; 

c t h e a r e a o f s t r u g g l e and o r g a n i s a t i o n share 

t h e marking c l a s s has i t s most pomsrful 

barga in ing l e v e r ; 

e hoe the l l r m between workplace and community 

I s susta ined I n n o n - c r i s i s p a r i o d s , e s p e c i a l l y 

i n a s i t u a t i o n where no n a t i o n a l working c l a s s 

p o l i t i c a l p a r t y l e g a l l y * f u n c t i o n s ; 

f t h e s p e c i f i c r o l e s of o r g a n i s a t i o n s i n v o l v e d 

i n d i f f e r e n t a reas of s t r u g g l e . 

LOCATING THE SEPARATION 

UNOEP c a p i t a l i s m tha s t a t e i s not d i r e c t l y 

Involved i n e x p l o i t a t i o n . But i t does e s s l s t 

i n the process of e x p l o i t a t i o n . This I s done 

by a t t e m p t i n g t o ensure tne r i g h t c o n d i t i o n s 

f o r e x p l o i t a t i o n t o t a k e p l a c e . I t invo lves 

defending p r i v a t e p r o p e r t y , p rov id ing t h a 

repress ive apparatuses necessary f o r keeping 

l a e and o r d e r , e t c . I n South A f r i c a the s t a t e 

i s involved i n d i s t r i b u t i n g workers t o d i f f e r e n t 

sec tors of the economy through i n f l u x c o n t r o l and 

t h e labour bureaux, e s s l s t i n g and encouraging 

economic growth by b u i l d i n g roads and 

r a i l w a y s , e t c . I t a l s o I n t e r v e n e s t o a s s i s t 

i n reproducing the working c less by p r o v i d i n g 

housing, e d u c a t i o n , h e a l t h s e r v i c e s end so o n . 

To t h e e x t e n t t h a t the s t a t e i s not d i r e c t l y 

involved i n e x p l o i t a t i o n , t h e r e i s a r e a l 

separa t ion between economics and the s t a t e . 

This separa t ion I s m i r r o r e d by the separa t ion 

between p o l i t i c s and economics. But the t e o 

l e v e l s o f p o l i t i c s and economics do not o p e r a t e 

independent iy ; r e t h e r . they a r e i n t e r l i n k e d and 

the degree to which they l i n k and a f f e c t each 

o t h e r d i f f e r s wi th d i f f e r e n t c a p i t a l i s t s o c i e t i e s . 

One of the e f f e c t s of t h i s separa t ion 

between p o l i t i c s and economics i s tha t t h e s t a t e 

o f t e n appaare t o be a n e u t r a l a r b i t r a t o r I n t h e 

s t rugg les between c a p i t a l and labour . However, 

the c lass nature of t h e s t a t e i s seen when i t 

i n t e r v e n e s i n t h e economy and I n t h e r e p r o d u c t i o n 

of labour power on b e h a l f o f c a p i t a l . 

A f u r t h e r e f f e c t o f t h i s seoera t lon i s t h e 

fragmenting end weakening of worker and populer 

s t r u g g l e s . For example s t rugg les a t t h e economic 

l e v e l , i f t o t a l l y d ivorced from the p o l i t i c a l 

l e v e l , conf ront on ly i n d i v i d u a l groups of 

c a p i t a l i s t s r a t h e r then cha l l eng ing tha 

system of e x p l o i t a t i o n . 

The separa t ion between workplace and 

community a l s o has a p h y s i c a l aspect t o i t . 

The s i t e o f product ion i s separate from t h e 

p lace of res idence : t h i s geographica l separa t ion 

developed h i s t o r i c a l l y and i n South A f r i c a i s 

i n t e n s i f i e d through r a c i a l segregat ion and 

housing p o l i c y . However, community and workplace 

do not e x i s t as two d i s t i n c t and unconnected 

spheres; i n s t e a d t h e r e i s a r e a l l i n k between 

the two. C a p i t a l i s t product ion cannot t a k e 

p i e c e wi thout t h e reproduct ion and maintenance 

of t h a working c less which takes p l a c e i n the 

non-work s i t u a t i o n , ' t h e community'- Economic, 

c u l t u r a l and i d e o l o g i c a l reproduct ion o f the 

worker must o f n e c e s s i t y t a k e p l a c e f o r c a p i t a l 

t o be a b l e t o produce. For workers t o r e t u r n t o 

the f a c t o r y mvmry day they have t o e a t , be housed t 

end kept i n e reasonably h e a l t h y c o n d i t i o n . 

I n a d d i t i o n , t h e r e i s a cont inuous at tempt 

on the p a r t o f the r u l i n g c leeaas t o mould and 

c o n t r o l the I d e a s , percep t ions and a t t i t u d e s of 

t h a working c less so that subservience t o the 



s o c i a l h i e r a r c h y con be a s s u r e d , thus p r o v i d i n g 

a submissive l abour f o r c e . Reproduct ion of the 

v o i c i n g c l a a a I n v o l v e s housing, r a n t , t r a n s p o r t 

and h a a l t h s e r v i c e s as w a l l as c u l t u r a l and 

i d e o l o g i c a l reproduct ion (which i n c l u d e * 

educat ion and t h e m e d i a ) . 

A f t e r ;r. i . what i a t h e non-work s i t u a t i o n 
from tha p o i n t o f v i a e o f t h a everyday 
p r e c t i c a l c o n s o l i d a t i o n of t h e c a p i t a l i s t 
system, i f not t h e reproduct ion of waga-
labour l t a a l f (Cowley, 1977:227}. 

I t can be seen then t h a t t h e workplace and t h e 

community a r e i n t e r r e l a t e d and t h e apparent 

s e p a r a t i o n i s a f a l s e one. 

P r o b l e m l i k e h igh r a n t s and bus fa res I n 
tha c o — u n i t y a r e d i r e c t l y a f f e c t e d by t h a 
e x p l o i t a t i o n i n the workplace through t h e 
wage which has t o meet r a n t and t r a n s p o r t 
c o s t a . Pover ty i n t h e home i a caused by 
e x p l o i t a t i o n i n the workplace ( « I P 1 5 : 1 0 ) . 

Host o f t e n t h a needs f o r t h e r e p r o d u c t i o n o f t h a 

labour f o r c e a r e not s u f f i c i e n t l y provided f o r 

by c a p i t a l , and t h a s t a t e In te rvenes on l t a 

beha l f * p r o v i d i n g housing, e d u c a t i o n , sometimes 

h e a l t h and t r a n s p o r t s e r v i c e e . But ea haa bean 

ergued i n WIP 1 5 , 

these s e r v i c e s t o s t money, and w i l l 
u l t i m a t e l y mean t h a t t h e r a i a l ess money 
f o r c a p i t a l i s t P r o f i t and reinvestment. 
So i t i s not s u r p r i s i n g t h a t . . , . t h e s e 
s e r v i c e s a r e u s u a l l y l i t t l e mora than t h e 
b a r e s t minimus heeded t o keep workers a l i v e , 
ge t them back to work eech day, w i t h a 
basic educat ion and i n a c e r t a i n minimum 
s t e t e of h e a l t h ( W P 1 5 : 1 0 ) . 

Th la b r i e f l y o u t l i n e s some o f t h e eeys i n 

which t h a workplace, t h e non-work s i t u a t i o n 

and tha e t a t e e r a I n t e r r e l a t e d . The e f f e c t o f 

see ing r e l a t i o n s i n t h e workplace and i n the 

CQwmmity as Independent l a t o weaken and 

l o c a l i s e s t r u g g l e , w i t h a r e s u l t a n t b lock ing 

o f p e r c e p t i o n of t h e u n i t y o f the genera l 

s t r u c t u r e s o f e x p l o i t a t i o n end oppression* 

S t r u g g l e s i n the cowewjnlty a r e d i r e c t e d e t 

l o c a l s t a t e b o d i e s , w h i l e s t r u g g l e s a t t h e 

workplace cha l lenge i n d i v i d u a l c a p i t a l i s t s ; 

where these a r e not combined they do not 

c h a l l e n g e , i n t h e long t a n s , the neture o f t h e 

s t a t e and t h e o v e r r i d i n g system of e x p l o i t a t i o n . 

TflADE UNION STRUGGLE AND T>C COalwJNITY 

SACTU, a t i t s f o r m a t i o n , pledged e p o l i c y o f 

n o n - r a c i a l i a m and support f o r the s t r u g g i a f o r 

l i b e r a t i o n . I t was dec la red t h a t 

t h e o r g a n i s i n g of t h e mess of workers f o r 
h i g h e r wages, b e t t e r c o n d i t i o n s o f l i f e 
end labour i s i n e x t r i c a b l y bound up wi th a 
determined s t r v g g i s f o r p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s 
end l i b e r a t i o n from a l l oppressive lews 
end p r a c t i c e s . I t f o l l o w s t h a t a mere 
s t r u g g l e f o r economic r i g h t s of t h e workers 
wi thout p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n t h e genera l s t r u g g l e 
f o r p o l i t i c a l emancipat ion would condemn the 
t r a d e union movement TO uselesaness and t o a 
b e t r a y a l o f t h e l n t e r e s t e of t h e workers . 

Th is approach «as shown I n t h e p r a c t i c a l s t r u g g l e s 

t h a t SACTU became i n v o l v e d i n i t h e e n t i - p a a s 

campaign, consumer b o y c o t t s , r e n t r e d u c t i o n 

campaigns, educat ion b o y c o t t s . SACTU d i r e c t l y 

i n v o l v e d i t s e l f es an o r g a n i s a t i o n i n non-

workplace s t rugg les and i n m o b i l i s i n g the 

broader community. 

A f t e r s t a t e harassment and r e p r e s s i o n forced 

SACTU underground, a l u l l f o l l o w e d I n worker 

a c t i v i t y and o r g a n i s a t i o n u n t i l t h a 1973 Durban 

a t r i k e e , when over 90 000 workers came out on 

s t r i k e * These s t r i k e e were l a r g e l y *spontaneous• 

i n t h a t they were not assoc ia ted w i t h any 

fonnal worker o r g a n i s a t i o n . The unions t h a t 

emerged a f t e r t h e Durban s t r i k e s concerned 

themselves l a r g e l y w i t h workplace s t r u g g l e s 

and remained d is tanced from cosnunl ty and 

non-workplace i s s u e s . A number o f reasons f o r 

t h e i r responds can be suggested: 

1 There I s « f e a r o f s t a t e repress ion and 

harassment on tha p a r t o f some t r a d e unions 

. i f they a r e seen t o be i n v o l v e d i n ' p o l i t i c a l 1 

Issues and a c t i v i t y . Th is was, and s t i l l i s , a 

* 

problem i n d e f i n i n g s t r a t e g y ; 

2 Trade unions were responding t o a concern 

t h * t working c l a s s I n t e r e s t s would lose out i n 

any a l l i a n c e wi th o t h e r groups. Involvement 

i n cawjaunlty a f f a i r s lnvo lvea such an a l l i a n c e , 

and u n i o n i s t s expressed the f e a r t h a t etmker 

i n t e r e s t s could be dominated by t h e i n t e r e s t s 

of o t h e r c lasses ( e s p e c i a l l y the p e t t y b o u r g e o i s i e ) . 

Th is I s a rami problem which remains a prominent 

concern f o r t r a d e unions forming l i n k e wi th 

community e t r u g g l e a ; 

3 U n t i l t h e mid 1970s t h e l e v e l o f s t rugg le 

eround non-workplace issues was not very h i g h . 

The quest ion of community - workplace l i n k s was 

t h e r e f o r e on ly posed i n an o r g a n i s a t i o n a l way 

a f t e r t h e i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n of community a t r u g g U 

and o r g a n i s a t i o n p o s t - 1 9 7 6 . 

I n t h e l a t e 1970a l i n k s between t r a d e union 

s t r u g g l e and the broader coemunity r e emerged. 

These l i n k s , however, seem t o be of a d i f f e r e n t 

nature t o the ones t h a t e x i s t e d i n t h e SACTU case, 

mentioned above, unions i n tha p resen t 

independent t r a d e union movement t h a t have 

at tempted t o e s t a b l i s h r e l a t i o n a h i p e w i t h tha 

confsunlty, have not moved i n t o the coemunity t o 

d i r e c t l y organise eround non-workplace i s s u e s . 

Trade unions have not become d i r e c t l y i n v o l v e d 

i n o r g a n i s i n g and m o b i l i s i n g around r e n t s , 

housing, t r a n s p o r t o r educa t ion . A l l i a n c e s 

between t r a d e unions and t h e cowamjnlty have been 

main ly of a suppor t i ve k i n d . 

THE NATURE OF TIC LINK 

ThC c e l l f o r a consumer boycot t by the t r a d e 

union i l l u a t r s t e e a s i t u a t i o n i n . which a 

p a r t i c u l a r k i n d o f l i n k emerges. E s s e n t i a l l y , 

tha t r a d e union a t tempts t o genera te support i n 

t h e coasnunity f o r s h o p - f l o o r s t r u g g l e s . A 

consumer boycot t cannot be susta ined f o r a very 

long per iod of t ime and i s more e f f e c t i v e l y used 
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to make shor t - t erm demands. Once t h e s e heve 

baao v a t , tha b o y c o t t l a c a l l e d o f f . 

There a r t two p o i n t * «h lch a r i s e In t h i s 

regard. F i r s t l y , can t h e s i t u a t i o n be r e v e r s e d , 

wi th t h e community c e l l i n g on t h e t r a d e union 

f o r support? A s t r u g g l e round a community i s s u e 

can be backed up by I n d u s t r i a l a c t i o n , ' f o r example 

i n d u s t r i a l a c t i o n on t h e Clyde ( i n B r i t a i n ) i n t h e 

1 s t world Her l e d t o t h e i n t r o d u c t i o n o f rent 

c o n t r o l 1 (Cowley, 1977:2o4) . Jt does not seem 

t h a t such J o i n t a c t i o n over a non-workplace 

i s s u e has occurred i n South Afr ica during the 

1970s and 1960s . This could be a r e s u l t of fmar 

o f s t a t e r e p r e s s i o n and r e s t r i c t i v e l e g i s l a t i v e 

measures , employed t o crush such a c t i o n end 

t h r e a t e n t h e cont inued s u r v i v a l of the 

o r g a n i s a t i o n s i n v o l v e d . On t h e o t h e r hand, I t 

cou ld a l s o r e f l e c t e l i m i t e d p e r c e p t i o n o f 

ehat r e l e v a n t s t r u g g l e s a r e . For. example, 

I f a t r a d e union re fused t o support non-workplace 

i s s u e s on t h e grounds tha t they a lways represent 

p e t t y b o u r g e o i s i n t e r e s t s , t h i s would r e v e a l a 

l i m i t e d understanding of t h e broader t o t a l i t y 

of workers ' l i v e s . Or i f such support i s re fused 

on t h e grounds t h a t t r a d e unions should not be 

i n v o l v e d in ' p o l i t i c s ' t h i s would revea l a 

mistaken b e l i e f tha t p o l i t i c s and economics are 

independent of each o t h e r . 

The second p o i n t i s tha t the consumer boycot t 

o c c u r s during a c r i s i s s i t u a t i o n , t h e s t r i k e , and 

i s r e l a t i v e l y s h o r t term. How i s t h e e l l i a n c e 

sus ta ined a f t e r t h e c r i s i s p e r i o d , i n the 

absence of a p o l i t i c a l party a b l e to c o - o r d i n a t e 

t h e a c t i v i t i e s and programmaa of o r g a n i s a t i o n s 

i n v o l v e d i n d i f f e r e n t arenas of s t r u g g l e ? 

Here on ly very t e n t a t i v e s u g g e s t i o n s can be made. 

The trade union can attempt t o make I t s p r e s e n c e 

f e l t w i t h i n thw community by c o n s o l i d a t i n g 

i t s e l f e x t e r n a l l y , i n t h e non-work s i t u a t i o n . 

This i n v o l v e s e s t a b l i s h i n g and deve lop ing c o n t a c t 

wi th p r o g r e s s i v e community o r g a n i s a t i o n s , 

encouraging e t t endnace o f t h e i r meet ings end 

o r g a n i s i n g g e t - t o g e t h e r meet ings and d i s c u s s i o n s . 

In a d d i t i o n , i t would be Important f o r the tredw 

union to be in touch with t h e needs and l o c a l l y -

experienced problems of the community of which 

i t s mwmbers are a p a r t . E f f o r t s could be meow to 

o r g a n i s e educa t iona l end c u l t u r a l programmes i n 

which t h e l i n k s between the workplace and the 

non-work s i t u a t i o n are exp la ined and I l l u s t r a t e d . 

An example of such a c t i o n undertaken by community 

o r g a n i s e r s occurred in B r i t a i n where 

t h e a t r e groups such as Combination and Red 
Ladder have produced p l a y s f o r tenant groups 
which i l l u s t r a t e the l i n k s (between 
community o r g e n l s l n g and s t r u g g l e s tha t 
take p l a c e i n tha ephare o f product ion) p 

in p a r t i c u l a r tha l i n k s between r e n t s , 
e l l owancee and mages. A conference of 
community o r g a n i s e r a took a s i t s theme the 
need f o r c l o s e r l i n k s with the unions 
(Cowley, 1 9 7 7 : 7 ) , 

Another v a r i a t i o n of t h i s s u p p o r t i v e 

e l l i a n c e I n v o l v e s e s p e c i f i c community o r g a n i s a t i o n 

becoming more d i r e c t l y i n v o l v e d a t tha p o i n t of 

p r o d u c t i o n . Thle l e i l l u s t r a t e d In the c a s e 

of PEBC&and t h e Ford e t r l k e and w i l l be d e a l t 

wi th below. 

THE IwIATwunXERS' STRIKE 

IT i s not neces sary to d e a l wi th the d e l l y 

e v e n t s l e a d i n g up t o , and during the s t r i k e . 

These neve been wal l documented e l sewhere 

fWIP 1 3 , South Afr ican Labour B u l l e t i n 

volume 6 number 5 ) . An at tempt w i l l ra ther be 

made t o look more c l o s e l y a t the red meat 

boycot t and t h e community, i e s t e r n Prov ince 

General Workers Union (wTOPj) - a s they were 

then known - s t a t e d i n a memorandum that t h e 

community from which support was r e c e i v e d can be 

d iv ided i n t o two c a t e g o r i e s - tha l i b e r a l 

e s t a b l i s h m e n t , and t h e b lack community. In t h e 

l a t t e r , support took the form o f f i n a n c i a l 

c o l l e c t i o n s , the boycot t of red meet and 

a t t e m p t s t o d i scourage scabbing . The boycot t 

i n v o l v e d coneumers and t r a d e r s ( b u t c h e r s ) In 

d i f f e r e n t ways. 

I t i s important t o no te the d i f f erwnce 

between t h e meat boycot t and the e a r l i e r boycot t 

of F e t t l e end Uonis p r o d u c t s . In t h e F e t t l e and 

Uonls c a s e , i t was a matter of t r a d e r s re fus ing 

t o s e l l e few p a r t i c u l a r products out o f a wide 

range of t h e i r s t o c k s . Far the b u t c h e r s i n the 

meat b o y c o t t , however, I t meant in e f f e c t 

c l o s i n g t h e i r b u s i n e s s e s . There were about 17 

a f r l c a n and 100 co loured b u t c h e r s Invo lved; t h e 

a f r t c a n butchers agreed t o s t o p s e l l i n g meat 

and, a f t e r e few deys grace t o s e l l out e x i s t i n g 

s t o c k s , they stopped s e l l i n g red meat f o r about 

8 weeks. The co loured butchers agreed t o c l o s e 

f o r 3 days , a f t e r which they met and decided t o 

reopen t h e i r s h o p s . 

A boycot t support committee was formed, 

c h a i r e d by a u n i o n - e l e c t e d union membmr. T h i s 

committee d id not deve lop i n t o a body with some 

measure o f autonomy but remained union dominated 

and c o n t r o l l e d , a s d id i t s support a c t i v i t i e s . 

At a ' r e l a t i v e l y advanced s t e g e o f t h e 

s t r i k e ' , l n d i v l d u e l e from two church-based 

o r g a n i s a t i o n s , Cmmlnploy and V e r i t a s , approached 

a union o f f i c i a l to o f f e r support . They re fused 

t o c o - o p e r e t e * l t h tha support committee 

erguing that they wanted t o kewp a background 

r o l e . Later t h e people from t h e s e two 

o r g a n i s a t i o n s met with t h e J o i n t mwatworkwre 

Committee a sk ing tha t the boycot t be suspended 

f o r two weeks t o g i v e the meat b o s s e s the 

opportuni ty t o make concess ioner At t h i s 

s t a g e meet ings had been banned by the s t a t e , 

union o r g a n i s e r s had bean d e t a i n e d and t h e 

f l o w o f information between the J o i n t mwatwarkwrs 

Committee and the mamteorkwrs had bewn e f f e c t e d . 

These few meatworkers agreed t o t h e s u g g e s t i o n 



of the individuals fron Caettnploy and V»r l tas j 

Out Stated that th la would have to be referred 

to ths i w e and f i l e . Before t M s could tarfe 

place a pe*phlet - » Issued suapending the 

DOyCOtt. Hal peaphlet sa* issued In t h a nana) 

of the r .' . But they knee nothing obout i t . 

Both worker* and coaaunlty e * r * throen into 

conrualon and et taapta by aPG*U to regenerate 

the boycott aara unsuccessful. (Thla account la 

larval? dreen f r o - S*L6 volueo 6 nuaber 5. aa 

aaendad by l e t t e r * f r o * Caadnploy and Ver i tas 

In 8AUI volua* 6 nuabar S ) . 

I t should ba noted that a t the aaaa t l a a aa 

tha red aaat boycott, tha level of struggle I n 

tha coaaunlty around aducatlon, rant ano transport 

aes vary intense. This created a p o l i t i c i s e d , 

a c t i v i s t ataosphere I n ehioh tha aaat boycott 

operated. Tor deta i ls aaa C o n f l i c t I n tha eeacam 

Caps, HIP 13, 

— 
PAISIhC T>C PROBLEMS 

Tha aaat boycott raises a nuabar o f ieportent 

guastiona and problaas. One of thaaa ooncarna 

tha t * r » 'coaaunl ty ' . Thuafar tha aord *coaaunlty1 

has baan used wi thout t h a necessary o ^ i ' i r; ..it1. •••. 

Tha aord 

conveys vagua notions of hen*oniou» 
socia l ra la t lona aaongst ' t h * P * o p l * * . , , 
On tha contrary ona l a oonfrontad »it*i a 
c luatar of c lass positional conf l i c ts and 
in taraa ta . aaaa of anion are l i reconcl lab ia 
(Cowley, 1977:5)* 

Thia d lvars i ty of claaa composition anq interests 

a i th ln a 'coaaunlty* l a especially sharpened I n 

South Africa ahara areas of raaioanca * r e not 

daflnad In teres of c laaa, but predoeihantly l n 

terete of raca - tha a f fac ta o f tha Croup Araas 

Act , Tha aaat boycott d i rec t ly involved t h * 

aupport of non-aorking claaa group* Tot- tha 

struggle of a spaci f icaUy aorklng claaa 

organisation* Thaaa oroupa included ohonoat 

others students and traders; lnoeed, the support 

of tha traders aaa a nacaaaary condition fo r tha 

boycott. This n*xt aactlon a l l l focua on tha 

lnvolvanant of tha t raders ( a patty bourgeois 

groupi In tha boycott. 

Theoretical ly tha patty bourgaolala a * a 

claaa hoa a contradictory poalt ion i n aoclatyt 

I t l a hot baaad Ln tha doelnant aconoalc ralat lona 

of production, but rather atanda 'beteeen' thee 

and l a pullad In tao d l rac t ion* - towards an 

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n a l thar e i th c a p i t a l i s t or 

aorklng claaa l a *u *a . Tha patty bourgaolala 

l a not a un l f lad c lass , f o r i t includes varloua 

f rac t ion^ , euch aa t r t d n n . i n t e l l e c t u a l s , 

profaaalonol paopla. and aaal l agr icu l tu ra l 

producer** Each f rac t ion has a s l i g h t l y d i f ferent 

ra la t lon to tha aa jar classes (cap i ta l i s t and 

aorklng c l a a a ) , Tha d l ract ion In anion tha 

patty bourgeoisie or fract ions of tha patty 

bourgaolala a l l l ba pul lad. a l l l depend on a 

nuabar of factors: 

1 Tha oalanca of claaa forcaa at a par t icu la r 

t i a a . that la tha l a v a l of claaa struggla and 

tha r a l a t l v a atrangth of tha aajor c lass** and 

tha i r organisational 

2 Soaa fract ions v l t h l n tha patty bourgeoisie 

a l l l hava a graatar Inc l ina t ion toaarda 

c a p i t a l i s t in taraata than others, for aaaapla 

tha tradara hava MOT* o f a tandancy toaarda 

c a p i t a l i s t intaraata than tha lot a l l actual a . 

Thia la* hoaavar. afractad to a graat extant by 

3 Tha part icular aaitarlal oondltiona aalet lng 

in a aociaty a t any glvan t l * * . I n South 

A f r i c a , rapraaaiva Inat l tu t iona and lag la la t lon 

hava tandad to thrust aactora of tha patty 

bourgeoisie Into an a l l ianca with tha aorklng 

claaa* For ajusapla. pata lass a f fac t and 

r » s t r i c t both tha a f r lcan patty bourgaolala ano 

tha aorklng Glaaa. S imi lar ly tha Urban Araas 

Act , housing condi t ion* , transport coat* . 

ln fa r lor aducatlon and rlaaa In tha coat of 

l i v ing a l l create conditions that ara to soaa 

extent shsrad by both tha black patty bourgaolsla 

and tha aorklng c laaa. Ik)eaver, I t l a iaportant 

to raaaaber that vary of tan thaaa no ta r ia l 

conditions do not af fact a l l aactor* of tha 

oppraaaad claaaaa i n tha aaa* eay. Tor o-a/rgia. 

tha colourad and Indian patty bourgaoiai* and 

aorklng claaa ara not rast r ic tad by tha pass 

l a s * , but are * f f * c t a d by tha houalng ahortaga 

and ln far lor education. I n aaaa a l tuat lona 

th la could causa varying raaponaaa f r o * aaoh of 

thaaa groups to a p a r t i c u l a r s i tua t ion . Thla 

I s i l l u s t r a t e d i n tha divided r « ^ « of tha 

afr lcan and colourad butcher* to tha aaat boycott , 

Tha aPQau arguaa that tha a f r lcan coawunlty 

aaa aora t i g h t l y k n i t than traj colourad ccassunltyi 

that thara aaa no d i rac t praaanc* of aaat aorkara 

i n tha coloured conaunlty* Thla exlatad In tha 

a f r lcan coaaunlty, allowing fo r aora idaologlcal 

and p o l i t i c * ! praaaura on a f r ican tradara. 

At tha aaani t l a * . tha f u l l foreat lon of 

en afr lcan oatty bourgaolala has baan blocked 

i n South Af r ica , through lack of *co*s* to 

trading r l g h t a . property oenerahip and othar 

aachanlana of upaard aobLl l ty . By contraat . 

In tha colourad coaaunlty thara la a *uch largar 

patty bourgaolala a i th a largar social base. 

Cm-rantly soaa of thaaa dlffarancaa ara b*ing 

raaovad aa tha South Afr ican atata and f ract lona 

of tha ru l ing classes *ab*rk on a atratvgy to 

co-opt cer ta in * l * * * n t * of tha a f r l c a n patty 

bourgeoisie. But t h * r * a t i l l r a * * ln iaportant 

dl f farancaa i n tha * * t * r l a l conditions of tha 

afr ican and colourad patty bourgaolala. 

I t can thus ba aa*n that vary d i f f e ren t 

aoclal groupings, sffacted by * e ld * r*ng* of 

social and p o l i t i c a l force* , e x i s t e i t h i n t h * 

*co**unl ty ' . Thla has iaportant lapl lcet ione 

for the a l l iance gf a aorklng claaa organisation 
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EDITORIAL 

THIS ISSUE of atork In Progress conta ins a long 

c o n t r i b u t i o n on the L i b e r a l Par ty and the South 

A f r i c a n Congress o f Democrats ( C M ) . The focus 

o f the a r t i c l e i s on the 1950s and 1960s, and i n 

i t s t l f t h i s i s an important p a r t o f the h i s t o r y 

o f s t r ugg le i n South A f r i c a * The na tu re , 

programmes and p o l i c i e s o f both COD and tha 

L i b e r a l Par ty are not wel l-known t o e new 

genera t ion o f o p p o s i t i o n , and they need t o be 

documented and understood. 

But i t i s not on ly f o r i t s h i s t o r i c a l va lue 

t ha t the a r t i c l e i s appear ing i n * I P : f o r i t 

i m p l i c i t l y ra i ses a number o f key quest ions 

r e l a t i n g t o contemporary o rgan i sa t i on and 

s t rugg le - These revo lve around forms o f 

o r g a n i s a t i o n , the content o f o rgan i sa t i ona l 

programmes, non- rac ia l i sm end m u l t i - r a c i a l i s m , 

and the nature o f l i b e r a l i s e ! i n South A f r i c a * 

Dur ing the past decade, i t has been common 

f o r r a d i c a l groups t o a t t a c k l i b e r a l s and 

l i b e r a l i s m . The i n i t i a l o rgan isa t ions o f black 

consciousness, l i k e SAS0 and BPC, e x p l i c i t l y 

r e j ec ted 'wh i t e l i b e r a l i s m ' , and f o r the f i r s t 

h a l f o f the 1970s l i b e r a l s responded w i th 

n o s t i l i t y t o the i n i t i a t i v e s o f black 

consciousness. 

S l i g h t l y l a t e r , es l i b e r a l s began t o accept 

and even approve o f the b lack consciousness 

p o s i t i o n , o ther groupings began t o develop a 

c r i t i q u e o f l i b e r a l i s m from a non-black 

consciousness p o s i t i o n . I n t h i s c r i t i q u e , 

l i b e r a l i s m was r e j ec ted because o f i t s l ong* 

term f u n c t i o n a l i t y t o c e r t a i n forms o f 

c a p i t a l i s m , i t s i n a b i l i t y t o understand c o n f l i c t 

i n s o c i e t y , i t s i n d i v i d u a l - c e n t r e d ideo logy , 

and i t s r e j e c t i o n o f the key ideas o f soc i a l i sm . 
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The c r i t i q u e o f l i b e r a l i s m i n South A f r i c a 

from the l a t e 1960s onwards i s a p a r t i c u l a r l y 

easy task : the pendulum o f l i b e r a l thought and 

ac t i on has s*ung i nc reas ing l y r i gh twards , whet 

passes f o r l i b e r a l i s m today i s so i n t e g r a t e d w i t h 

the s t r u c t u r e s o f monopoly c a p i t a l i s m tha t i t has 

become a r a t h e r pa the t i c ideo logy , t r y i n g t o 

r econc i l e what i t sees as the ' r e f o r m s ' o f the 

Botha government w i th the i nc reas ing repress ion 

and c o n t r o l which dominate e m i l i t a r i s e d 

s o c i e t y . 

• h a t Levy 's a r t i c l e on the L i b e r a l Per ty 

shows i s t ha t l i b e r a l i s m i n an e a r l i e r per iod 

had a r a d i c a l element t o i t , sometime* 

border ing on s o c l e l democracy. The ' r a d i c a l 

l i b e r a l i s m ' 0 f the L i b e r a l Par ty i n the l a t e 

1950s and ea r l y 1960s was a ^mty d i f f e r e n t 

programme to the d i s c r e d i t e d p o s i t i o n c a l l e d 

' l i b e r a l ' today. 

Therm i s a c r i t i o u e o f t h i s ' r a d i c a l ' 
• 

l i b e r a l p o s i t i o n from e progress ive stenca -

but I t i s not the same as tha a t tack which can 

be mode aga ins t the PfP, SAIflfl, the wh i te 

Engl ish-speaking u n i v e r s i t i e s , e t c . Th is i s 

an important po in t - because i t i s poss ib le t o 

be h i g h l y c r i t i c a l f o r what passes as l i b e r a l i s m 

i n South A f r i c a today from a l i b e r a l p o s i t i o n . 

Th is 1% p r e c i s e l y the t rap t ha t c e r t a i n 

elements o f the b lack consciousness movement 

f e l l i n t o - a t t a c k i n g contemporary l i b e r a l i s m 

wh i l e showing impor tant s i m i l a r i t i e s t o the 

e a r l i e r ' r a d i c a l * l i b e r a l p o s i t i o n . They have 

r e j ec ted ' w h i t e ' l i b e r a l i s m on ly t o f o r g e t t ha t 

there i s a long t r a d i t i o n o f black l i b e r a l i s m 

i n South A f r i c a . 

In t h i s con tex t , i t i s i n t e r e s t i n g t o note 

t ha t the L i b e r a l Par ty espoused a f i e r c e a n t i -

communiara, end i n the ANC s p l i t o f the l a t e 

1950s, tended to support the a f r i c a n i s t s , and 

l a t e r the PAC. The a l l i a n c e developed between 
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f o r example t h a t r a d a union - w i t h d i f f e r e n t 

groups i n a l o c a l i t y o r neighbourhood. 

Class a l l i a n c a than i s no s l m p i * m a t t e r . 

Ons of tha vary r a a l problems t h a t c lass 

a l l i a n c e s r a i s e i s t h a t o f l e a d e r s h i p . For 

example, shen e n t e r i n g an a l l i a n c e w i t h p a t t y 

bourgeois groups, t r a d e unions a r e confronted 

w i t h the p r o b l e a of which c lass i n t e r e s t s or 

which c l a s s f r a c t i o n w i l l dominate t h a a l l i a n c e . 

I n p a r t i a l response t o t h i s prob lem, ePGWU 

at tempted t o s t r i c t l y c o n t r o l the involvement 

o f ' t h e c o — u n i t y ' i n t h a emmtworfcers' s t r i k e . 

Th is i t d i d by dominat ing end c o n t r o l l i n g t h e 

support committee end t h e support a c t i v i t i e s , 

a l l o w i n g tha committee l i t t l e eutonomy end l i t t l e 

oppor tun i ty f a r democratic p a r t i c i p a t i o n , w i t h 

t h e d e t e n t i o n o f f i v e of tha union o rgan ise rs , 

t h e union became d isorganised and support woric 

became f ragmented. Th is expresses the problem 

e e l l , v i t h t h e union a t t e m p t i n g t o eneure 

worker dominat ion o f t h e e l l i e n c e , but i n the 

process h i n d e r i n g t h e development o f democratic 

s t r u c t u r e s of co -oparmt ion , p a r t i c i p a t i o n and 

a broad base of l eadsrah lp I n t h e support 

commit tee. 

I t i s p o s s i b l e t h a t because t h e eupport 

committee d i d not develop en autonomy a l l o w i n g 

f o r independent i n i t i a t i v e and Judgement, i t 

could not adequate ly c o n t r o l the a c t i o n s of 

o r g a n i s a t i o n s o r I n d i v i d u a l s who wanted t o become 

i n v o l v e d i n support w o r t . I n such a s i t u a t i o n 

o r g e n i s a t i o n s or I n d i v i d u a l s who do not want to 

work w i t h a support committee can independent ly 

approach groups of worfeare wi th suggsst ions, 

c r e a t i n g d i v i s i o n s and confus ions , wt i i le t h e 

support committee should be c l o s e l y connected 

t o t h e t r a d e un ion , i t seams Important t h a t I t 

a l s o develops i t s own lndepenqwnce and democrat ic 

s t r u c t u r e s of p a r t i c i p a t i o n . The r e l a t i o n could 

be such t h a t t h e un ion , when approached on the 

quest ion of support , channels a l l such a c t i v i t y 

through t h e e x i s t i n g support commit tee. I n t h i s 

wey, e l l support a c t i v i t i e s cen be co<-ordlhated 

and c o n t r o l l e d , end progress ive forcss can 

co -opera te through one body. Boycott o r support 

a c t i v i t i e s can then operete not on ly to 

s t rengthen t h e t rade union s t r u g g l e , but a l s o 

t o c o n s o l i d e t e p rogress ive fo rces i n the 

community. 

The NPGfU c r i t i c i s e d i t s s t r a t e g y on 

another Issue - t h a t i t d i d not extend I t s 

support t o tha community s t r u g g l e s around 

e d u c a t i o n , r e n t e and t r a n s p o r t then be ing waged, 

other than i n a v w r t e l manner. This r e l a t e s 

t o t h a quest ion o f a t r a d e union t a k i n g up 

issues which e f f e c t non-worker elements es w e l l , 

end i n t h i s way c o n s o l l d e t l n g i t s presence i n 

t h e community i n order t o promote J o i n t a c t i o n 

aga ins t the i n t e g r a t e d s t r u c t u r e s of e x p l o i t a t i o n . 

A n a t i o n a l meriting c l a s s p o l i t i c a l p a r t y 

could perform the f u n c t i o n o f c o - o r d i n a t i n g 

d i f f e r e n t t e r r a i n s or a reas o f s t r u g g l e and 

msss a c t i o n . Tha t r a d e u n i o n , however, f o r e 

number of reasons not poss ib le t o diecuss h e r e , 

cannot r e p l a c e t h e p o l i t i c a l p a r t y . I n a 

s i t u a t i o n where e p o l i t i c a l p a r t y cannot 

operete o p e n l y , t r a d e union areas f o r p rogress ive 

a c t i v i t y have t o be d e f i n e d . As has been 

suggested, these could i n c l u d s a t tempts t o 

a c t i v e l y support p rogress ive s t r u g g l e s against 

a l l forma of oppress ion , thereby c r e a t i n g 

c e r t a i n l i n k s between i s o l a t e d s t r u g g l e s . 

But the w o r t i n g c l a s s s t i l l has i t s moat 

power fu l b a r g a i n i n g l e v e r e t t h e po in t o f 

p r o d u c t i o n , where I t can withdraw i t s l abour . I t 

has been ergued i n t h a American context by 

John Watson o f t h e League of S lack Revolu t ionary 

workers that 

i h e n you go out I n t o the community t h e 
l n t e r e s t e of t h e people e r e going t o be much 

more g r e a t l y d i s p e r s e d . . . t h e r e a r e g r e a t e r 
p o s s i b i l i t i e s i n tha o r g e n l e a t l o n of ths 
p l a n t . . . t h e k i n d s of a c t i o n which can be 
taken ( i n the ccmmunlty) e r e not es 
e f f e c t i v e l y damaging t o t h e r u l i n g c l a s a 
as the k inds o f a c t i o n s which can be taken 
i n the p l a n t . . . .when you c lose down Hantrack 
aseembly p l a n t . . . . f o r a day you cost 
Chrys le t corpora t ion 1 000 c a r s . * . . 
(quoted i n Geechwender, 1 9 7 7 : 1 3 9 ) . 

For the t r a d e un ion , t h i s emphasises the 

importance of b u i l d i n g up st rong o r g a n i s a t i o n a t 

t h e p o i n t o f p r o d u c t i o n . Th is c a n be a f f e c t e d 

t o some e x t e n t by p a r t i c u l a r c o n d i t i o n s : f o r 

example I n South A f r i c e cont rac t workere a r e 

i n e weak p o s i t i o n on the f a c t o r y f l o o r . I f 

I n v o l v e d i n s t r i k e a c t i o n , they break t h e i r 

c o n t r a c t s o f employment and can be sent t o the 

bantuatane . T h e i r b a r g a i n i n g power e t the p o i n t 

o f product ion l e thus weakened. 

I n t h e et tampt to a c t i v e l y support community 

s t rugg lws , thw t r e d e union feces a very r e a l 

problem - t h a t o f not overeat ending I t s 

a v a i l a b l e resources o f t ime , energy , f i n a n c e 

and l e a d e r s h i p , thereby weakening l t a 

o r g a n i s a t i o n a l prograama a t t h e po in t o f p r o d u c t i o n . 

This problem r e l a t e s t o the s p e c i f i c i t y o f t h e 

f u n c t i o n s of o r g a n i s a t i o n s i n v o l v e d i n s p e c i f i c 

t e r r a i n s of s t r u g g l e , and l a i l l u s t r a t e d i n t h e 

Ford s t r i k e . 

THE FQRO STRIKE 

THE immediate cause of the Ford s t r i k e 

(October 1979) was tha forced r e s i g n a t i o n of 

community l eader Thoxemile Botha from For t l . 

Botha aaa a t t h e t i m e a l e a d e r o f t h e P o r t 

E l i z a b e t h Black Community O r g a n i s a t i o n (PEBCO) 

and a t r a i n e e draughtsmen e t Ford . He rea igned 

f ran Ford a f t e r he was warned aga ins t h l a PEBCO 

a c t i v i t i e s by management, who complained t h a t 

ha was absent from WOT* too o f t e n end s ta ted 

t h a t he would e i t h e r lose h i s Job or and up i n 

j a i l . 700 workers walked out i n sympathy wi th 



Botha and a pamphlet was issued w i t h t h e 

warning t h a t i f ha was not r e i n s t a t e d workers 

would down t o o l s f o r 3 days, workers ga thered 

outs ide the p l a n t and were addressed by t h e 

F o r t l abour r e l a t i o n s aanager and J Mke, then 

chairman of t h e United Automobile Workers union 

(UAW), who advised them t o r e t u r n t o work. 

Throughout the s t r i k e the union became 

i n c r e a s i n g l y associated w i t h management. A f t e r 

8 o t h a was r e i n s t a t e d , Gauls of NUMARVOSA, t h e 

r e g i s t e r e d union w i t h c l o s e l i n k s t o UAW, s t e t e d 

t h a t the wa lk -out had not been work r e l a t e d and 

d isassoc ia ted the union from i t . There fo l lowed 

a s t r i k e i n November which was t o l a s t u n t i l 

e a r l y the next year* Ouring the events o f the 

s t r i k e the union became more and more d is tanced 

f r o * t h e workers . Workers p r e f e r r e d to 

n e g o t i a t e d i r e c t l y w i t h management end e t a 

meet ing i t was decided t h a t a comsittem o f 7 

be e l e c t e d to represent t h e workers; t h i s 

became t h e F o r t Workers Committee (FWC). 

Although s t r u c t u r a l l y l i n k e d t o PEBCO. i t s 

members be ing PEBCO leaders and members, t h e 

FWC operated independent ly , r e p r e s e n t i n g t h e 

s t r i k i n g workers . The UAW saw t h i s committee 

as a t h r e a t and r e l e a s e d a press statement 

c l a i m i n g t h a t Such a committee would cause 

problems and t h a t the Ford s t r i k e s were 

p o l i t i c a l and should be kept out o f t h e 

f a c t o r y . This r e v e a l e d a l i m i t e d c o n c e p t i o n , 

on t h e p a r t o f t h e UAW, o f t h e wider s o c i a l and 

p o l i t i c a l f o r c e s t h a t a r e e v e r - p r e s e n t i n t h e 

l i v e s o f workers . The FWC became Involved i n 

o r g a n i s i n g a fund t o support t h e workers. L a t e r 

an a t tempt was made t o approach management 

d i r e c t l y , who i n s i s t e d on n e g o t i a t i n g w i t h tt>e 

un ion . • 

management l a t e r issued a moratorium f o r 

t h e re-employwjent o f t h e workers . The workers, 

however, demanded r e i n s t a t e m e n t . A f t e r a numtoer 

of renewals of the moratorium and very l i t t l e 

response, management met w i th t h e Fee, 

E v e n t u a l l y i t was agreed t o r e i n s t a t e workers 

sub jec t t o the a v a i l a b i l i t y o f p o s i t i o n s . 

A number o f impor tant Quest ions a r i s e f r o * 

t h l e s t r i k e . I t has bean suggested that t h e 

UAW union took a background r o l e because i t 

f e l t t h a t i t could n o t , as a t r a d e un ion , 

cha l lenge PEBCO which had very h igh s tanding 

i n t h e community. But why d i d t h e UAV see i t s 

r o l e as e i t h e r cha l l eng ing PEBCO or keeping a 

background r o l e , r a t h e r than c o - o p e r a t i n g 

w i t h a community o r g a n i s a t i o n t h a t had such 

Strong support from the workers? A/id why was 

t h e UAW so e l i e n a t e d from the workforce? 

Th is a r t i c l e w i l l conf ine i t s e l f t o only 

one quest ion r a i s e d - t h a t o f t h e s p e c i f i c i t y 

o f t h e r o l e s of o r g a n i s a t i o n s involved i n 

d i f f e r e n t a reas o f s t r u g g l e * I n o t h e r words, 

can the t r a d e union per form t h e f u n c t i o n of the 

community o r g a n i s a t i o n , and v i c e versa? Why 

was i t necassary i n t h e Ford s t r i k e f o r a 

workers* committee t o be formed r a t h e r than f o r 

PEBCO t o d i r e c t l y represen t t h e s t i - ikers? 

W i t h i n a community, d i v e r s e groups and 

i n t e r e s t s a r e found. Community o r c i v i c 

o r g a n i s a t i o n s u s u a l l y r e f l e c t t h i s d i v e r s i t y . 

They a r t i c u l a t e e wide range of demands and 

I n t e r e s t s which do not always have a s p e c i f i c 

c l a s s base but may represent t h e i n t e r e s t s o f 

d i f f e r e n t c l a s s e s . The l e a d e r s h i p i s alwo 

drawn from d i f f e r e n t c lasses - very o f t e n t h e 

p e t t y bourgeois groups of t e a c h e r s , ' i n t e l l e c t u a l s , 

p r o f e s s i o n a l s , small businessman and s tuden ts . 

Th is i s i l l u s t r a t e d t o some e x t e n t i n t h e PEBCO 

cese: one of t h e p r i n c i p l e s i t adopted mas t o 

f i g h t f o r t h e r i g h t o f b lecks t o buy land 

under f r e e h o l d e t any p l a c e of t h e i r c h o i c e . 

This i s c l e a r l y not a working c l a s s demand, 

be ing of b e n e f i t o n l y t o those groups which can 
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a f f o r d t o buy p r o p e r t y . On the o t h e r hand, 

PEBCO a t t r a c t e d st rong working c lass support 

and mobi l ised around housing c o n d i t i o n s which 

a f f e c t e d the working c less .as wa l l as o t h e r 

oppressed c lassea* Thus, t o an e x t e n t PEBCO 

as a c i v i c o r g a n i s a t i o n r e f l e c t e d t h e d i f f e r e n t 

i n t e r e s t s and c o n t r a d i c t i o n s which ai-e p a r t o f 

the community* Organisat ions o p e r a t i n g i n 

s p e c i f i c a reas o f s t r u g g l e a r e a f f e c t e d by 

p a r t i c u l a r f o r c e * p c o n d i t i o n s and exper iences -

they exper ience very s p e c i f i c problems. For 

example, t r a d e unions arm e f f e c t e d by s p e c i f i c 

l ews , i n s t i t u t i o n s , management and s t a t e 

s t r a t e g i e s , e t c , and hanoe must develop c e r t a i n 

knowledge, s t r a t e g i e s and t a c t i c s t o d e a l w i th 

these . Organisat ions involved i n s p e c i f i c 

t e r r a i n s have s p e c i f i c r o l e s and f u n c t i o n s . At 

the same t i m e , however, i t has been argued i n 

t h i s a r t i c l e t h a t workplace and community a r e 

not s e p a r a t e , p o l i t i c s and economics a r e not 

independent, b u t l i n k e d . S t rugg les i n these 

a reas need t h e r e f o r e t o be l i n k e d . Th is i s shown 

i n t h e Ford s t r i k e - t h e support t h e t PEBCO 

generated i n -the community end the s o l i d a r i t y 

i t encouraged was very important t o the workers 

s ince i t prevented scab labour . A at rong 

community o r g a n i s a t i o n thus strengthened the 

workers1 p o s i t i o n . 

* 

CONCLUSION 

THE i n t e n t i o n of t h i s c o n t r i b u t i o n t o WIP 

has been t o pose and discuss some of the 1 

problems and quest ions t h a t a r e r a i s e d by t h e 

issue of community support f o r workplace 

s t r u g g l e s . I t he B bean w r i t t e n i n the hope of 

r e c e i v i n g coimaents and c r i t i c i e m s . 

Some of the very impor tant areas that have 

not been touched upon a r e 

a management and s t a t e s t r a t e g i e s w i t h regard 

t o t h i e i s a u e ; | 
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• recant labour l e g i s l a t i o n a f f e c t i n g th» 

support a l l i a n c e ; 

* t h a p o s i t i o n of migrant wortcera i n r e l a t i o n 

t o t h e community; 

m o t h e r k inds o f l i n k s between workplace and 

community s t r u g g l e s . 

Worts r e f e r r e d t o : 

Cowley 8 , Kaye A, Ua jo U and Thompson It: 
( 1977 ) Ccmmunity or c lass s t ruggle? 

Geschwwnder JA: 
[137?) C l a s s , Race and farmer Insur^ent^ . 

LIBERAL PARTY 
AND COD: 
o p p o s i t i o n t o 
a p a r t h e i d 

AT a meeting i n Johannesburg's Derragh H » u i n 

Novembwr 1932, a c a l l eas made t o w h i t e South 

A f r i c a n * t o Join the s t ruggle aga ins t racism 

and a o a r t h e l d . Tha meeting sea addressed by 

O l i v e r Tembo, r e p r e s e n t i n g thm A f r i c a n N a t i o n a l 

Congress (ANC), and Yuauf Cacha l la o f the South 

A f r i c a n I n d i a n Congress ( S A I C ) . Also on the 

p l a t f o r m eas C e c i l W i l l i a m s , a l e a d i n g eamper 

of t h e Springbok Leg ion . 

The aim of the meet ing was t o encourage 

whi tes t o J o i n a body t h a t would worit i n 

c l o s e c o - o p e r a t i o n w i t h the n a t i o n a l l i b e r a t i o n 

movement, and t h a t would r e c r u i t w h i t e support 

f o r the p o l i c i e s and p r a c t i s e s of t h e ANC end 

the SAIC t who by t h a t tlmwj had formed an 

i n f o r m a l a l l i a n c e . 

At t h i s meeting a s p l i t emerged among 

those present - over t h e i s s u e of the f r a n c h i s e . 

There ware, i n the aud ience , those who b e l i e v e d 

t h a t t h e i r r o l e was p r i m a r i l y t o a t t r a c t wh i tes 

to t h e i r causa; they f e l t t h a t many p o t e n t i a l 

suppor ters among the whi te p o p u l e t l o n would be 

a l i e n a t e d and put o f f by a u n i v e r s a l f r a n c h i s e 

p o l i c y . These i n d i v i d u a l s c a l l e d f o r a 

q u a l i f i e d f r a n c h i s e . For many i n the crowd, 

t h i s was u n t h i n k a b l e . They f o l l o w e d the p o l i c y 

o f the ANC and I n d i a n Congress, and adopted e 

u n i v e r s a l f r a n c h i s e p o l i c y . C o n f l i c t over t h i s 

issue led t o the fo rmat ion *of two o r g a n i s a t i o n s . 

Those I n favour of a Q u a l i f i e d f r a n c h i s e formed 

the L i b e r a l P a r t y of South A f r i c a , wh i le those 

who had chosen tha ANC p o l i c y o f u n i v e r s a l 

v o t i n g r i g h t s formed o p r o v i s i o n a l committee 

which would l a t e r become t h e South A f r i c e n 

Congress of Democrats (COOJ. 

The d i f f e r e n c e s which emerged a t the 

Derragh H a l l meeting ran deeper then the f r a n c h i s e 

I s s u e , though. E r n i e m s n t z e l , who was l a t e r t o 

j o i n the L i b e r a l P a r t y and become a member of 

i t s n a t i o n a l e x e c u t i v e and , f o r a t i m e , chairman 

of the Transvaal branch o f t h e p a r t y , sa id t h a t 

from the s t a r t many who a t t e n d e d the meeting 

b e l i e v e d t h a t i t had been ' s e t up' by farmer 

Communist P a r t y members who dominated the 

proceedings. ' T h i s was t h e s t a r t o f t h e r i f t , ' 

ha s a i d . ' I t l ed t o many present a t t h a meeting 

not be ing prepered t o dea l w i t h t h e group who 

l e t e r fonwed COD1. 

Many past COD members deny t h i s Charge, but 

the p o i n t i e t h a t t h a controversy over t h e 

f r a n c h i s e t h a t emerywd a t t h i s meet ing was 

ev idence o f f a r deeper i d e o l o g i c a l d i f f e r e n c e e 

t h a t ex is ted among n o n - N a t i o n a l l e t whi tes i n 

South A f r i c a a t t n * t i m e . 

THE LIBERAL PARTY QF SOUTH AFRICA 

Tt£ o b j e c t i v e s of t h e L i b e r a l P a r t y were 

t w o - f o l d 1 f i r s t l y t h e Par ty aimed t o prov ide 

a model o f m u l t i - r a c i a l o r g a n i s a t i o n and 

secondly, by doing s o , hoped t o s t i m u l a t e 

m u l t i - r a c i a l i s m ana l i b e r a l i s m i n South A f r i c a . 

Tha P a r t y aimed t o 'put i t s p o l i c i e s and 

p r i n c i p l e s before the whi te v o t e r s of the 

country t o reassure them that a non- rmcia l 

democracy I s a v a l i d end e x c i t i n g c h o i c e ' 

[ P a t o n . 1 9 5 6 : 6 2 ) . The P a r t y d i r e c t e d i t s 

e c t i v i t l e s p r i m a r i l y a t the whi te e l e c t o r a t e , 

f i r m l y b e l i e v i n g t h a t i t s r o l e l ay main ly i n 

winning e l e c t o r a l support i n order t o d e f e a t 

t h e N a t i o n a l i s t government by c o n s t i t u t i o n a l 

means. Consequently i t s c h i e f focus wms the 

v o t i n g p u b l i c . 

I n an e l e c t i o n n o t i c e i t was s t a t e d t h a t 

t h e P a r t y w i l l work t o c r e a t e b e t t e r 
understanding among en f ranch ised Europeans 
of t h e severe d i s a b i l i t i e s under which t h e 
non-Europeans a r e a t present l e b o u r i n g , so 
t h a t p u b l i c o p i n i o n can make i t i n c r e a s i n g l y 
d i f f i c u l t f o r t h e U l n l e t a r a t o invoke the 
a r b i t r a r y p r o v i s i o n s o f e x i s t i n g l aws . 
( B e l l i n g e r Papers , u n i v e r s i t y o f M t e m t e r s -
rand l i b r a r y a r c h i v e s ) , 

LIBERAL PARTY IDEOLOGY 

THE s t a t e d p r i n c i p l e e of the L i b e r a l P a r t y were 

s t r i c t l y i n accordance w i t h l i b e r a l ph i losophy, 

The South A f r i c a n L i b e r a l P a r t y i s a non-
colour bar p a r t y which stands f o r - . - w i t h o u t 
hes i tancy or equ ivocat ion t h e p r i n c i p l e of 
one community w i t h one form o f c i t i z e n s h i p 
open to a l l i t - p e o p l e . 

• i t h t h e r e c o g n i t i o n of these o b j e c t i v e s i n 

v i e w , i t dec la red i t s actierence t o t h e f o l l o w i n g 

t e n e t s which i t regarded es fundamental : 

I . The> e s s e n t i a l d i g n i t y o f wvwry human 

be ing I r r e s p e c t i v e of r a c e , colour or 

creed anq the maintenance o f h i s 



f u n d a m e n t a l r i g h t s . 

2 . The r i g h t o f e v a r y h u n « n b e i n g t o 

d e v e l o p t o t h e f u l l e s t e x t e n t o f w h i c h 

h e i s c a p a b l e , c o n s i s t e n t a l t h t h e 

r i g h t s o f o t h e r s -

3 . The a e i n t e n e n c e o f t h e r v l e o f 1 M . 

4 . T h a t no p e r s o n be d e b a r r e d f * * o s 

p e r t i c l p a t i n g i n t h e g o v e r n m e n t and 

o t h e r d e m o c r a t i c p r o c e s s e s o r t h e 

c o u n t r y b y r e a s o n o n l y o f r a c e , 

c o l o u r o r c r e e d . 

The L i b e r a l P a r t y s t o o d f o r t h e r i g h t s o f t h e 

i n d i v i d u a l . ' A t r u e L i b e r a l d o e s n o t t h i n k i n 

t e r m s o f g r o u p s , h e t h i n k s i n t e r m s o f p e r s o n s ' 

( P e t o n . 1 9 5 6 : 6 9 ) . 

The P a r t y a l s o s t r o n g l y r e j e c t e d v i o l e n c e . 

The L i b e r a l P a r t y , a c c o r d i n g t o A l a n Pa t o n , 

• • i l l n e v e r c o n a e n t t o t h e u s e o f v i o l e n c e by 

o t h e r s , n o r e n c o u r a g e I t n o r c o n n i v e a t i t * A 

L i b e r a l P a r t y c a n omv^r a i d o r i t s e l f become e 

t e r r o r i s t o r g a n i s a t i o n * ( P a t o n , 1 9 6 8 : 1 4 6 ) . 

I n a p r e s i d e n t i a l a d d r e s s g i v e n i n 1 9 6 4 , 

P a t o n s o l d 

a n y p e r s o n mho, m h l l e e member o f t h e 
P a r t y , p l a n a t o u s e v i o l e n c e a g a i n s t t h i n g s 
o r p e r s o n s , i a n o t o n l y g u i l t y o f a n o f f e n c e 
a g a i n s t t h e l a m , h e i s e l a o g u i l t y o f a 
g r a v e d i s l o y a l t y t o t h e P a r t y . Above a l l , 
a n y p e r s o n mho c a l l * h i m s e l f a L i b e r a l and 
mho p l a n a v i o l e n c e a g a i n s t p e r s o n * i s n o t 
r m e l l y a L i b e r a l a t a l l . He amy b u m 
a g a i n s t i n j u s t i c e s t o o t h e r s , and b u r n t o 
e a t t h e s e r i g h t . He may be a z e a l o t . He 
amy b e d e d i c a t e d t o h i s c a u s e . B u t h e i s 
n o t a L i b e r a l . And mhat i s m o r e , i f h e 
p e r a l s t s I n h i a p l a n a ha l a l i k e l y t o d o 
g r e v e damage t o t h e c a u s a o f l i b e r e l i s m 
( P e t o n , 1 9 6 6 : 2 1 8 ) . 

The L i b e r a l P a r t y mas s t r o n g l y opposed t o 

communism, a l t h o u g h I n d i v i d u a l members mere 

p r e p a r e d t o g i v e c o m m u n i s t s t h e i r d u e , 

a c k n o w l e d g i n g t h a t t h e y mere n o n - r a c i a l i s t and 

mtood f o r a m i x e d s o c i e t y . Soma mmmbera mere 

p r e p a r e d t o c o - o p e r a t e m i t h c o m m u n i s t s i n t h e 
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C o n g r e s s movement , m h l l e o t h e r s r e f u s e d t o heS/e 

a n y t h i n g t o d o m i t h c o m m u n i s t s . 

F i n a l l y , i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h a n o n s a l l y 

i m p l i c i t , b u t f u n d a m e n t a l , t e n e t o f l i b e r a l i s m , 

t h e P a r t y a d v o c a t e d t h e v a l u e s and p r i n c l p l e a o f 

• a s t e r n c i v i l t e m t l o r r . A t trmr c o r r r o f l t r 

p h i l o s o p h y was a b e l i e f i n p a r l i m m e n t e r y 

d e m o c r a c y , s t r o n g l y i n f l u e n c e d by C h r i s t i a n 

e t h i c s and t h e o l o g y . 

T h e L i b e r a l P a r t y p r i d e d i t s e l f o n i t s 

m u l t i - r a c i a l mmebermhlp , o n t h e f a c t t h a t I t 

mas t h e o n l y p e r t y i n S o u t h A f r i c a t o h a v e 

c o m p l e t e l y u n r e s t r i c t e d m e m b e r s h i p . 

He e r a n o t a M h i t e p e r t y a n d me d o n o t 
r e c o g n i e e n o n - S h i t e p o l i t i c s * mm r e c o g n i s e 
o n l y one p o l i t i c s , a n d t h a t i s t h e p o l i t i c s 
o f 8 o u t h A f r i c a , end t h a t means hom t o 
c r e a t e a s o c i e t y o u t o f t h e d i v e r s i t y o f 
o u r p e o p l e ( P e t o n , 1 9 6 8 : 2 2 1 ) . 

TUT P O L I C I E S OF THE LIBERAL PARTY 

THE o r i g l n m l f r a n c h i s e p o l i c y o f t h e L i b e r a l 

P a r t y c a u s e d i t t o coma u n d e r much c r i t i c i s m 

f r o m b o t h b l a c k s and e f t i t e a . The P m r t y ' e 

c o n t r o v e r s i a l q u a l i f i e d f r a n c h i s e mas changed 

e t t h e second P a r t y Congrmas, b u t n o t b e f o r e i t 

had a l i e n a t e d many p o t e n t i a l s u p p o r t e r a . I t ems 

o n l y i n t h e tSrXhr t rmr t thar P a r t y cmmm t o a V N p t 

e m h o l l y u n q u a l i f i e d f r a n c h i s e . I n "1962 t h e 

p r o - L i b e r s l P a r t y n e w s p a p e r , CONTACT, s t a t e d t h a t 

t h e u s u a l a l t e r n a t i v e t o u n i v e r s a l f r a n c h i s e 
p u t f o r m a r t i n S o u t h A f r i c a i a a q u a l i f i e d 
f r a n c h i s e o f one k i n d o r a n o t h e r . I t i a 
s a i d t h a t i n t h i s amy em c a n b e e u r e t h a t 
o n l y r e s p o n s i b l e p e o p l e v o t e d * Thm L i b e r a l 
P a r t y k n o e a f r o m l t a e x p e r i e n c e m i t h i t e 
omn members t h e t t h e r e i s no amy o f 
J u d g i n g e m e n ' s r e s p o n s i b i l i t y t h r o u g h a n y 
q u a l i f l c a t i o n a . ejsny p e o p l e i n S o u t h A f r i c a 
a r e b o t h i l l i t e r a t e and p o o r , t h r o u g h no 
f a u l t o f t h e i r omn, b u t a r e a n x i o u s t o 
p l a y t h e i r f u l l p a r t i n t h e d e v e l o p m e n t 
o f S o u t h A f r i c a . 

The e d u c a t i o n p o l i c y o f t h e S o u t h A f r i c a n 

L i b e r a l P a r t y maa b a s e d on t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s 
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TH E L I B E R A L P A R T Y befrncs 
thai tlte major politico! changes 

•\liiiS it plan* rem* be accompanied 
*»y. mainr economic changes. Only 
h i tiach vta-iage* * i l ! i l be praifrte 
lo t r a d e s cumatry In which every 
booth Afr jati fca* the opportunity 
i n develop to the (utl extern of a i t 
opaci ty . 

Ai pct*tai Soaih Affka't tcoauray 
thowa paai AMMnmtK i*ten p«n*rtj *.=•. 
ay aim* - Wi mmammmaml *mJUL Twaaty 
par rami of tto ro|*vlUk*A <^"^'-' ••* 
otur akty per rent of I to ttrttaun/a 
r---:.'."--. THU *ZMm ml attain rouii 

aaeaa aaaaaaa* ammttma (tort raa to 
crtmmal • Sal aamml wmaaaa »l*li 
fair a M f l W t a * aaal «*»*ff*wU> Car 

# i. Th. mwi«.4*a m m 

LiBseraS Party says 
'An End to Poverty' 

• * Ta t taammmmmaai mf w 
•- Ta t mcoaDaik colaur ben mtoitor 

eammmma la aattttatloe or cmforcad b> 
" . " , : " - ' 1 *n4 ifiik- wniant, i l • grave 

obu*ck to Ito t rmth ef a healthy 
^OftOfflj it >J;:torn l h * *ayc i i n k u . - : . 
mAct tmfficy aaa* l i f t iwMatfca. Ta t 
LitoraJ Pa/tr M I C A * to break a * * * t ie 
artificial banim watch aata toon altegd 
ia A t any af tfia pom-Warnc warktr. 

BLUEPRINTS 
BLUFfXtST R i f f Tftn fVTVM 
^ • n n OinHaJty U b c a t r'jHs >•: . . 
Tto acamd Blmrptlmi ate* M* 

mmiiC r*%cy. The t a M IM 
* i 0 Jmtl a>ita mcUl p4«y 

S. T to nmuaa mf 
y Tat n*j»*fcHi at lodaifo; 

and to ptmui c^ual opfontiaii>- a» alL 
AH diicrimin*b<>n* whether l i j l j l o rv ar 
mtioaury tn^ai fa. 

^ Tht ftflmrftl W d af «aan b J«a 
tow ana iht wafitt mf «*a«lUka1 »orLtft . 
art far tola* at ) rtaionul*k rencrty ! 
Mat. Ta t Liarml Pirtr ataVw* duu i 

aramM m«p« mam bo uktn la 4armat 
mm e j p i mf dm aaami aarltnv 
M t t t a i i ef atsatblba vatVr tat 
iWimiriaf CamrilUUaa Act mmnt a t 
waAc avaiUalt to kU wariafi. lad Urn 
Waft Saanl awe to laaairad Co r u l a 
naore ftmsiaml •unmyi io « 3 fatfuary. 
Waaa taoat be nUata. ia tttfca v^crt 
ptammmrK m> » Itvtl atbko ammai;t a 

h u u n l l i n j i r f a ( k v i * a 

1 Tat taaHHaa mf cat arnatr tor 
» i l ramatt Star taablib^ lae1 ba}Jas 
;>-*cr to ta l t fan imvtflUit mf taak 
tto cmamlry't priimry ta4 atcaaijry 
inJmiry mutt etatfly c v i n - Tto 
caacalUh for mmm c\aaaaloo t r t Opatat 
maa* UiOod parmmnnl. T to LatoraJ Piny 
artN aacmaraaa ito aaobttiaiioa mf I x a l . 
optial: Ito raa*1 react vbkh k% 
pibdci win e m i t atll tutur amamaaWtl 
amoof mmal lool aaJ forttfa «mt*u>r4 
Tto rurty'i |BMamm> fO^r •mmt »m 
wiihrt to tto M l aO iKe auoral riitaM 
or all racial gImmM tad ttmema taca 
lati^altaal to htt fall capacity. 

rreas CCWTACT - March 1962, Vol* 5 , u fi. 

H i t s U n i v e r s i t y L i b r a r y A r c h i v e a . 
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D e c l a r a t i o n of Hunan R i g h t s , ah ich a t a t a a : 

Everyone has t h e r i g h t t o aduca t ion . 
Educat ion s h a l l be f r e e , a t l e a s t i n t h a 
fundamental and e lementary stagss. 
Elaaaintary aduca t ion s h a l l be compulsory. 
Educat ion a h e l l be d i r e c t e d t o t h e f u l l 
development o f t h e human p e r s o n a l i t y and 
t o t h e s t r e n g t h e n i n g of respect f a r human 
r i g h t s end fundamental f reedom* . I t a h e l l 
promote unders tand ing , t o l e r a n c e and 
f r i e n d s h i p among a l l n a t i o n a l , r a c i a l end 
r e l i g i o u s groups end s h a l l f u r t h e r t h e 
a c t l v i t l e e o f t h e Uni ted Nat ions f o r t h e 
maintenance of peace . 

Tha L i b e r a l Par ty b e l i e v e d i n coapulsory 

educa t ion f o r e l l races. I t b e l i e v e d t h e t no 

school should d i s c r i m i n a t e on t h e grounds of 

race or co lour i n t h e e m i s s i o n of p u p i l s . 

Parents ahould be f r e e t o chooae ehat language 

t h e i r c h i l d r e n e i l l be taught i n . 

The P a r t y ' s e l * eas en I n t e g r a t e d school 

system; t h i s o b j e c t i v e mould be e t t e l n e d i n 

s t a g e s , d u r i n g ah ich t i a e the q u a l i f i c a t i o n s , 

s a l a r i e s end e n n d i t i o n s o f s e r v i c e of b lack school 

teachers mould be improved, end b e t t e r school 

b u i l d l n g e eould be p r o v i d e d . I n t h e I n t e r i m 

p e r i o d , t h e P a r t y proposed having both r a c i a l l y 

mixed and segregated schoo ls , and p a r e n t s mould 

be f r e e t o chooee ah ich t h e i r c h i l d r e n would 

attend. 

The L i b e r a l P a r t y ' s economic p o l i c y aes 

bemad on t r a d i t i o n a l l e l e e e x - f e l r e d o c t r i n e s . 

The sarin o b j e c t i v e of the P a r t y erne t h e 

• r a i s i n g o f t h e standard of l i v i n g o f e l l 

South A f r i c a n s ' ( K a r l e , C a r t e r and Gsrhar t , 

1 9 7 7 : 3 5 0 ) , The Par ty f e l t t h a t the p r l v e t e 

e n t e r p r i s e system, except i n s p e c l e l c i rcumstances t 

aes t h e best mesne Off i n c r e a s i n g p ra fc ic t lon , end 

t h e beat amy t o secure an adequete standard o f 

l i v i n g f o r a l l . 

The P a r t y ' s economic p o l i c y aes baaed on the 

theory t h e t regards economic expansion end 

development as incompat ib le e i t h a p a r t h e i d . 

This v i s a , propagated throughout L i b e r a l P a r t y 

w r i t i n g s , sees an i n c r e a s i n g c o n t r a d i c t i o n 

between i n d u s t r i a l development and the 

d i s c r i m i n a t o r y r a c i a l o r d e r . 

The L i b e r a l P a r t y regarded t h e 'homelands' 

aa an i n t e g r a l p a r t o f South A f r i c a , and 

b e l i e v e d i n developing those a reas so t h a t they 

a r e a b l e t o prov ide f o r the r u r a l p o p u l a t i o n . 

The P a r t y aentad t o advance i n d u s t r i a l i s a t i o n * 

and consequent ly u r b a n i s a t i o n and m i g r a t i o n of 

b lacks to t h e c i t i e s mss not r e a t r l c t a d . Tha 

bantustons eere not regarded as tha permanent 

home of a f r i c a n s , and i t aes hoped t h e t i n t ime 

they eould disappear as i n d u s t r y advanced. 

RELATIONSHIP t l T H THE CONGRESS MOVEMENT 

EAPLY r e l a t i o n e v l t h the Cengresa Uovement eara 

s t r a i n e d . Members of the Congreas Youth League 

scorned the L i b e r a l P a r t y . There mere o t h e r a i n 

t h e ANC aho eere more welcoming t o tha L i b e r a l 

P a r t y . At t h e 1954 annual conference o f COO. 

C h i e f A l b e r t L u t h u l i aa id t h e t e f r l c a n e applauded 

thoee wh l tee aho worked f o r l i b e r a t i o n , and were 

g r a t e f u l f a r t h e i r c o n t r i b u t i o n t o t h e s t r u g g l e * 

He went on t o sey t h a t "we a r e g r a t e f u l e l s o 

f o r t h e e x l a t e n c e o f the L i b e r a l P a r t y between 

•how and ourse lves t h e r e e x i s t s a wans, 

sympathet ic and understanding c o - o p e r a t i o n on 

s p e c i f i c iseues where our p o l i c i e s a g r e e * . 

The l i b e r a l s had supported or been c l o s e 

t o t h e Uni ted P a r t y i n thw 1940a- tXir ing t h a 

e a r l y years o f t h e P a r t y t h e r e wee a growing gap 

between the P a r t y and Congress, p a r t i c u l a r l y ma 

t h e Congress became more m i l i t a n t e f t e r t h e 

fo rmat ion of tha Youth League. 

Between 1948 and 1952 t h e gap between the 

Uni ted P a r t y and t h e Congress was growing, w h i l e 

many of t h e Congreas loaders were s t i l l l i b e r a l , 

t h e r e eaa a growing g u l f between them and t h e 

e h l t e l i b e r a l e . Black l i b e r a l s i n Congress eere 

reassess ing t h e i r methods f and beginning t o 

accept c i v i l dieobediancw as e v i a b l e means of 

o p p o s i t i o n . They eere s t a r t i n g t o advocate t h e 

s t r i k e end the boycot t es methods of s t r u g g l e , 

and were beginning t o c o - o p e r e t e more c l o s e l y 

w i t h communists. There wes a new k i n d of 

l i b e r a l i s m w i t h i n Congress - i t r e j e c t e d 

g r a d u a l i s m , apumad t h e o l d methods tff p e t i t i o n s 

and d e p u t a t i o n s , and no longer f e a r e d communism. 

I n t h i e , Congress leaders d i f f e r e d from the 

w h i t e l i b e r a l s . 

The L i b e r a l P a r t y re fused t o ' p e r t l c l p e t e 

i n t h e Congress of the People . A f t e r wuch 

d e l i b e r a t i o n , the P a r t y adopted e motion 

r e f u s i n g to co-sponsor the Congress o f thw 

P e o p l e . Behind t h i e d e c i s i o n wee t h e f e e r t h e t 

the Congress of the People would t u r n out t o be 

e 'communist f r o n t ' . An observer e t e Congress 

o f t h e People meet ing , Mr Arden tfineh, geve h i e 

reasons f o r n o n - p a r t i c i p e t i o n i n e memo t o the 

LIBERAL PAHTY FwZgQLuTIOH CH THE OTCREBS OF 

THE PEOPLE 

1 , The L i b e r a l P a r t y b e l l e v e e t h a t i t i s on ly 

i n the f r e e e e s o c i e t i o n of e l l the peoples 

of Gouth A f r i c a t h a t a p e a c e f u l a o l u t i o n t o 

the problems of our m u l t i - r a c i a l e o c l e t y w i l l 

be found. 

Z . The L i b e r a l P a r t y , however, l a not prepered 

t o accept t h e i n v i t a t i o n t o co-sponsor t h e 

Congress o f t h e People wi thout Q u a l i f i c a t i o n . 

3 . The L i b e r a l P a r t y l a prepared t o co-sponsor 

t h e c e l l i n g o f a congreas of r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s 

o f o r g a n i s a t i o n s o f a l l racee f o r the purpose of 

framing a freedom c h a r t e r f o r South A f r i c a . 

Adopted by t h e N e t l o n e l Caemlt tee i n Johannesburg 

on October 3 0 - 3 1 , 1954* 
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Literal Party leadership. 
I t 1ft perfect ly obvious to anyone with a 
grain of camaon sense that tha stated 
ideas of tha Congrats leaders that 
untrained enthusiasts should travel through 
the country co l l ec t ing grievances to be 
discussed by the ent ire Congress i s absurd. . . 
Many of tha organisers of the Congress are 
not r ea l l y interested in the well-being of 
the people. They ore interested in power. 
They will UM any weapon they can find to 
further the ir ends. Most of these men are 
whi te . . . they include awn and women who s e t 
up bogus organleationa as cover for the 
normal coanxjnist elms* 

The re lat ionship between the Congress and 

Liberal Party deteriorated when the l e t t e r refused 

to become involved in the Congress of the People. 

Ther Liberal Party alao rejected much of the 

Freedom Party as communist doctrine. Alan Paton 

did praise the Charter for being 'of a truly 

democratic nature* but said certa in passages, 

for example those on the nat ional i sat ion of 

banks were debatable, end not acceptable to 

l i b e r a l s (Paton, 1958:76). 

In the l a t e 1950s and early 1960s the 

Liberal Party moved c loser to the Congress 

Movement. The Party began t o r e a l i s e the need 

to a t t rac t black support. Cal ls for co-operation 

between a l l non-national ists and for a united 

stand against the Nat ional is t government were 

being made a t the time. In an a r t i c l e in 

CONTACT in June 195S Peter Brown, Liberal 

P a r t y cha inaan , sa id 

Let ue sink our ideological differences for 
the moment end get on with tha Job of 
disposing of the devi l we know, and who d a l l y 
rides roughshod over so aany of our r i g h t s , 
rather than disperse our energies in boxing 
e shadow which may never develop Into 
anything mora substant ia l . 

At a National Executive Committee meeting of 

the COO In January 1959, the p o s s i b i l i t y of c loser 

co-operation with tha Liberal Party ee* 

discussed. The creation of a l ia i son committee 

between the two organisations ees considered. 

Prior to the 1959 general e l e c t i o n s . Chief 

Albert Luthuli sent a message of support to 

the Liberal Party, c a l l i n g on white South 

Africans to vote for the Party. The message 

read, in part 
the Liberal Party has atrlvan f ear l e s s ly for 
the extension of democratic r ights and c i v i l 
l i b e r t i e s to African people. I t s steady 
growth year by yeer since i t s formation has 
been e source of encouragement to the 
African people in the conviction that more 
and •ore Europeans wi l l come to shore my 
b e l i e f in the need for a non-racial 
democracy in South Africa. 

In August and October 1958, the Cape 

d i v i s i o n of COO r e p o r t e d meetings where 

L i b e r a l Party members at tended f o r the f i r s t 

t i m e . In Ju ly 1959 t h e L ibera l Party , Natal 

Indian Congress and t h e ANC c a l l e d a J o i n t mass 

meet ing t o p r o t e s t t h e banishment of Chief 

L u t h u l i . The L i b e r a l s i n Natal were on t h e 

committee o f the ANC'a £1 A Oay campaign. In 

p r o t e s t e g e i n s t t h e banning o f t h e ANC from 

c e r t a i n a r e a s , t h e L ibera l Party and COO In the 

Transvaal organised a J o i n t d a a o n s t r e t i o n on 

the s t e p s of the Johannesburg Ci ty H e l l . 

THE RADICALlSATim Cf THE LIBERAL PARTY 

THE Libera l Party s t a r t e d moving c l o s e r t o t h e 

Congress Movement in t h e l e t e 1950a. At t h e 

same t i m e , i t can be argued that t h e party 

became more r a d i c a l . Party p o l i c y was 

r e a s s e s s e d , and there were moves away from 

pure ly parl iamentary a c t i v i t i e s . 

The 19S8 e l e c t i o n s merked tha turning p o i n t 

f o r t h e L ibera l Par ty . Tha N a t i o n a l i s t v i c t o r y 

confirmed n o n - N a t i o n a l i s t w h i t e s ' s u s p i c i o n s 

tha t t h e United Party would not be a b l e t o 

d e f e a t t h e N a t i o n a l i e t a , and sowed doubts i n 

t h e minds of l i b e r a l s about t h e e f f e c t l v l t y of 

e l e c t o r a l p o l i t i c s . In a d d i t i o n , w i t h the 

formation of t h e P r o g r e s s i v e Party i n November 

1959 - which advocated a gradual e x t e n s i o n o f 

the v o t e t o a l l ' c i v i l i s e d ' people - t h e Par ty 

moved fur ther t o the l e f t . The P r o g r e s s i v e 

Party o f f e r e d a p o l i t i c a l home t o those l i b e r a l s 

who had r e s i s t e d t h e r e d i c f t l l s a t l o n of tha 

Liberal P a r t y , Pressure from younger l i b e r a l s 

a l s o pushed t h e Party t o t h e l e f t . 

At t h e end of 1959 t h e ANC c a l l e d f o r an 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l b o y c o t t o f South African gooda -

the L ibera l Party supported t h i e campaign. 

In t h e same year the Party lasued a s tatement 

support ing the b o y c o t t weapon, e s i g n i f i c a n t 

change from t h e i r e a r l i e r i n s i s t e n c e on pure ly 

e l e c t o r a l and c o n s t i t u t i o n a l means o f o p p o s i t i o n . 

The s t a t e m e n t , by P e t e r Brown, s a id 
a 

Tha Afr ican peoplsi have on ly one way l e f t 
in which t o r e g l e t e r t h e i r p r o t e s t s and 
t o eeek the radreaa of t h e i r g r i e v a n c e s . 
At t h e time o f t h e Johannesburg bus b o y c o t t 
t h e Africana voted with t h e i r f e e t . Now 
they w-ust v o t e wittf t h e i r pay p a c k e t e . There 
i s nothing e l s e l e f t t o them. The L ibera l 
Party b e l i e v e a , t h e r e f o r e , tha t tha use of 
the econoa ic power o f t h e Afr ican peop le can 
be a J u s t i f i a b l e p o l i t i c a l weapon In view of 
t h e complete d e n i a l t o then of any o t h e r 
aaana of v o i c i n g t h e i r o p p o s i t i o n t o the 
N a t i o n a l i s t government. 

In 195B, CONTACT reported another statement 

aade by Mr Brown when he s a i d tha t t h e Par ty 

was no l o n g e r simply concerned with a l l e v i a t i n g 

t h e hardships s u f f e r e d by b l a c k s i n South A f r i c a . 

I t v o i c e d i t s o p p o s i t i o n t o tha e x c l u s i o n of 

b lacks from trade unione , end p r o t e c t e d the 

inadequacy of t r a i n i n g f o r b l a c k s . Tha c o l o u r 

bar was a l s o r e j e c t e d by P e t e r Brown i n t h i s 

s ta t ement . 

The Party a l s o advocated the ' r a d i c a l 

r e d i s t r i b u t i o n ' of l e n d , but q u a l i f i e d t h i s by 

say ing t h e t i t must not be accompanied by any 

l a r g e - s c a l e drop in a g r i c u l t u r a l p r o d u c t i o n . 

In tha 1960s t h e L ibera l Party d id not conaider 

the removal of r a c i a l r e s t r i c t i o n s on land 

ownership enough t o ensure the r e d i s t r i b u t i o n 

of land, and I t b e l i e v e d t h e t t h e government 
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would have t o assist red ie t r ibut ion . 

Party pol icy also moved towards a welfare 

s tate pol icy , a f a r cry from aer l ie r la issez -

f a i r e economics. In CONTACT, aa port of a ssrles 

on Llbvral Party pol icy , a column en t i t l ed 

'LP Gays Security For A l l ' t tha wri ter states 

The Libaral Party elms to provide adequate 
welfare f a c i l i t i e s for a l l Boutti Africans 
mho need than. Xta policy embodies the 
idao of tha welfare atata In ahlch tha 
government takes responsibi l i ty for ensuring 
that no c i t i zen need fee l eny anxiety about 
ahat Bight happen to h i * i n case of 
i l l n e s s , unemployment or old age. . . .The 
Liberal Party aims to bui ld up, stag* by 
stage, a complete system of social security 

in South Afr ica, including f ree medical 
services-.«.The state w i l l ensure that 
adequate services are provided and w i l l 
i t e e l f provide a l l eervices ahlch private 
organisations cannot or do not provide. 

I n 1961 the Party adapted a policy of e 

•ahared economy', and in 1963 appointed a 

commission to formulate a pol icy of Social 

Democrecy. Within a year, more than ha l f the 

commission mambera had been banned, detained or 

had l e f t South Af r ica . 

Evidence of the rad ica l laa t ion of the 

Liberal Par ty , according to Ernie l e n t z e l , aas 

the proposal made in 1961 to change the name of 

the Party to the Social Democratic Party. 

Although nothing came of t h i s proposal, Wentzel 

argues that i t revealed the extent to ahlch the 

Party had moved easy from t r a d i t i o n a l Liberal 

orthodoxy. 

By 1960 the Party aes ca l l ing for the 

'speedy implementation* of one man one vote, 

and at i t s 1961 congress the Perty stated i t s 

support for extre-parliamentary a c t i v i t y and 

ca l led for foreign presaure on the South African 

government• 

The process of radlcal lset ion of the 

Liberal Party ass begun as ear ly as 1956, and 

i t involved a struggle betaeen the more 

progressive-minded, younger l i b e r a l s , mainly 

from Nata l , and l ibera ls sho favoured the mors 

gradual extension of democratic r ights to 

e f r icans. The l a t t e r group aas based in the 

Cape, and sera close to the old style of 

Cape l ibera l ism. 

Conf l ict between the teo groups srose 

following e public meeting in Durban addressed 

by Alen Peton end Patrick Duncan. Hare they 

said that there ass no hope for the Liberal 

Party in parliament, and that the ree l sphere of 

Party a c t i v i t y aaa to be outside parliament, 

focussing on blacks. Cape member, Mr molteno, 

aas h o r r i f i e d , and suggsstad to delegates a t tho 

Cape Congress that they resign from the Party 

and form a Cape L ibera l Asaocletlon. In e 

l e t t e r to Senator Will iam Sal l inger , one of 

the founding members of the Liberal Par ty , 

Uolteno erote that ' the cause of l iberal ism Is 

being damaged - not promoted * by the Liberal 

Party* . 

Peton l a t e r t r i e d to re t rac t his statement, 

saying that ha had not nmcm%mrlly meant i l l e g a l 

extra-parliamentary a c t i v i t y . But Patrick Duncan, 

in hie typ ica l l y controversial may, instated that 

he had meant I l l e g a l a c t i v i t y , and gave es an 

axempla the encouraging of afr ican sorters to go 

on s t r i k e . Thle idee caused much alarm among 

Cape l i b e r a l s . 

For years ths Cape group resisted the more 

progressive l i b e r e l s . I n e l e t t e r to Peter 

Broen, in March I960, a Cape Liberal Party 

member complained thmt 

A f a i r l y large section of the Cape members 
a re , and have been for some time), unhappy 
about the i r posit ion in the Perty . me have 
always been unhappy about tha direct ion the 
Party has taken about the franchise; ee neve 
not l iked the manner in ahlch the proper 
e lec tora l and parliamentary functions of tha 
Party have been neglected for other a c t i v i t i e s 

ahlch, i n our opinion, are rether those of e 
pressure group end not those of a p o l l t i c e l 
perty; and l a t e l y the Party's a c t i v i t y with 
regard to the overseas boycott have disturbed 
us g r e a t l y . . . . A l l of ua ere in favour of a 
qual i f ied franchise although most of us 
rea l ise thet a universal franchiae must at 
soma time or another coma....(We) wish tha 
Party 's franchise policy to be so stated 
that i t l a not possible for anyone to 
interpret i n such a may that tha Party c^n 
be accused of eenting a universal franchise 
lmmedletely.. , .The Party has of late 
concentrated on extra-parliamentary 
e c t i v i t l e s and has serloualy neglected the 
true functions of e par ty , atara and mora, 
i t s at tent ion has been directed to pressure 
group work end less snd less hes i t peid 
at tent ion to enrol l ing potent ia l voters, 
e tc . . . . There even seems to be e move to 
turn the Party In to the spearhead of a mass 
movement of some k ind. 

1*0 w^RIW_CAHP9 

TWO d is t inc t groups e i th in the Liberal Party 

membership can be detected, and much h o s t i l i t y 

and potent ia l conf l i c t existed betaeen them. 

On the one hand there were those who were much 

closer to the Cape Liberal t r a d i t i o n . They eere 

the founders of the Liberal Party and they 

advocated the graduel extension of the franchise to 

a f r icane. mr*i retained f a i t h in the old Cape 

ins t i tu t ions . The gradualists rejected any 

form of extremism o r radical ism. 

But another group subsequently arose within 

tha Liberel Party, and they became impatient 

with the IdaaB of the gradual lata . Thia group 

supported methods of struggle l i k e pass-burning, 

s t r ikes , c i v i l disobedience and other forms of 

mess act ion. Importantly, the radica l l ibera le 

wanted closer co-operation with the Congress 

movement. For t h i s , they dree much c r i t i c i s m 

from the t r a d i t i o n a l l e t s in the Party . Lodge 

hes suggested that they were divided from t h e i r 

predecessors by the i r ident i f l ee t ion with 

e f r ican nat iona l ia ta . They also aanted to draw 

blacks in to the Party, making i t in to a mass 
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movement. 

Tha radicals within tha Liberal Party ara 

not an eas i ly ident i f iable group. They had in 

common with tha gradual ists a f ierce a n t i -

communism. This , together with thair des ire 

for c losa contact with blades, lad them into 

a etrange partnership. They farmed an uneasy, 

and largely unknown a l l iance with tha Africanists 

in tha Congress movaaant. Both shared a strong 

opposition to tha whitwa in tha Congrass 

Movement; both believed thay ware communists, 

and tha a f r i can i s t s f a i t that tha vhltaa in 

tha Congrass All iance harmed tha african*s causa. 

Thosa l i b e r a l s who saw the need for a mass 

movement, but who feared tha communist s train in 

tha Congrass Movement, found themselves drawn 

to the Afrlcenist element in tha ANC, Thay 

supported the Africaniate who were expelled frcei 

ANC and formed the P*n African Congrass (PAC). 

Says Lodge, 

throughout th i s pariod i t can be argued that 
tha l i b e r a l s woHced with the aim and actual 
e f fec t of contributing to tha power of tha 
Pan African Contra** (Lodge. 1960:119). 

Another fact ion of tha radical l i b e r a l s in 

the Party broke away in tha 1960s, repudiated the 

Liberal Party be l ie f in non-violence, and formed 

a sabotage organisation. They kept the ir Party 

membership only for cover. These young Party 

members had become disenchanted with the 

const i tut ional methods of the Party and 

edvoceted sabotage as e mare e f f ec t i ve weens of 

r e s i s t i n g the Nat ional is t government* 

Originally tha National Liberation 

Committee, they la ter became the African 

Resiatence Movement: they began a c t s of 

sabotage in Johannesburg on October 18, 1961, 

when they cut the s t e e l legs of a powwr pylon. 

In 1964 o bomb planted by member John Horria 

exploded in tha Johannesburg s ta t ion . Herris 

was eventually executed for h i s part in the 

s tat ion b l a s t . 

In I960, with the banning of both ANC end 

PAC, the p o l i t i c a l vacuum that remained was 

p a r t i a l l y f i l l e d by the Liberal Party. Black 

membership of the Party Increased e s former 

ANC members werw lwft p o l i t i c a l l y homeless. 

In 1968 the government passed the Prohibition 

of Improper Interference Act which made i t a 

criminal offense to belong to any p o l i t i c a l 

organisation thet had membership of di f ferent 

race groups; i t was a l so made i l l e g a l for a 

person t o addresa a p o l i t i c a l meeting If the 

majority of people present werw of a recw 

dif ferent to the speaker. The Liberal Party 

f e l t thet i t could no longer operate under 

such conditions: the reason for i t s existence 

was denied in th i s l e g i s l a t i o n . Later that 

year the Party disbanded. 

TH£ CONGRESS CF DEUQCftATS 

ThE Invi tat ion to whites to part ic lpete In the 

l iberat ion movement, extended by Oliver Tambo 

of the ANC, and Yuauf Gechelie of the Indian 

Congrass, waft mentioned e a r l i e r . Three meetings 

followed the l n l t i e l one, e l l held in the 

Darregh Hall in Johannesburg's c i t y centre. They 

were attendee by whitws representing e wldw 

spectrum of P o l i t i c a l opinion - there werw 

l i b e r a l s , progress ives , former CommunlBt Party 

members, end members of the Springbok Legion, 

The elm of the meetings was to form en organisation 

which would co-operate fu l ly with the 

national l iberat ion movement. 

Following these meetings, a provisional 

committee was formed In Johannesburg to d iscuss 

the founding of the organisation that was la ter 

to become the Congress of Democrats (COD). The 

provisional committee lasted for about four or 

f i v e months. In Cepe Town there already 

existed e Democratic League. Tea 'embryo 

regions1 thus already existed prior to tha 

formation of the South African Congress of 

Democrats. 

In September 1953, the Johannesburg 

Provisional Committee held an inaugural 

conference where the Johannesburg Congress of 

Democrats was founded. Later in 19S3, m 

netional conference was held in Johanneaburg 

which was attended by Interested persona from 

Durban. Port Ellxabeth and Cape Town. Thwy 

Joined the orgeniset lon, and tha Springbok 

Legion merged with the Johannesburg COO to 

for* the South African Congress of Democrats. 

At that time there were many whitww, 
I 

former members of the banned Communist Party, 

who werw without a p o l i t i c a l hone. Juet before 

the banning of the Communist Party in 1950, 

communists werw moving c loser to the Congress 

Movement. COD attracted many former Communiat 

Party members. 

Some have argued that the COO was strongly 

under the Influence of communists, and certain 

elements bel ieved that COO was a front for the 

bemad Communist Perty. Others deny t h i s 

e l l ega t ion . ehetever the truth of tha matter, 

i t i s c lear that a number of ex Communist Party 

members, p o l i t i c a l l y experienced and 

organisationally s k i l l e d , were drewn into COO 

and influenced the organisation in certain 

waye. 

COD MOBCBSHIP 

OFFICIALLY the membership of COO was open to 

e l l races . COD wanted members from a l l race 

groups but the ANC, as parent body, refueed to 

accept t h i s . They f e l t that tha time was not 

ripe for e mult i -racial organisation. 

COD wanted to be e rac ia l ly mixed organisation 

and i t had non-racial object ives - but i t followed 

the organisational fora of the ANC and accepted 



a n a t i o n a l o r r a c i a l fot% o f o r g a n i s a t i o n -

j I n t h i s may d l f f a r i n g f r q a t h a L l b a r a l and 

Caaaunlat P a r t l a a . 

C o n s t i t u t i o n a l l y , hoeever , COO 

a t l p u l a t a d no r a c i a l r e s t r i c t i o n s , and membership 

aaa open t o a l l eho p a i d fees and accaptad 

COD p o l i c y . 

( THE ROLE OF COD 

THE r o U o f COD waa t o draa a h l t a a i n t o tha 

\ Congress Movement. COD aas t o aork among 

a h l t a a , winning thaa* over t o AFC p o l i c y , and 

g a i n i n g adherents from among tha a h l t a 

p o p u l a t i o n . I t a r o l a l a y a l a o I n in forming 

t h a a h l t a p u b l i c about thai Congraaa Movement, 

• about i t s p o l i c l a a and I d e o l o g y . F u r t h e r , COO 

aaa t o lnforai a h l t a a of tha axpar lancas of 

blacks undar tha N a t i o n a l i s t regime. I t a duty 

aaa t o b r i n g home t o a h l t a a tha r a a l i t l a a of 

tha hardahipa causad by • p a r t h a i d , and s u f f e r e d 

by t h a black coaauni ty i n South A f r i c a . 

Another f u n c t i o n of COD aaa an u n o f f i c i a l 

ono. .Tha p a r t i c i p a t i o n of a h l t a a I n t h a 

l i b e r a t i o n movement a a a . I n i t s e l f , t o have an 

I important a f f a c t on t h a Congraaa and on t h a 

a t r u g g l a . Tha a h l t a a i n COO vara t o be an 

example t o b lacks and a h l t a a o f ahat i t maant 

t o ba i n v o l v e d i n t h e s t rugg le a g a l n a t rac ism. 

Tha p a r t i c i p a t i o n of a h l t a a i n t h a Congraaa 

Movement aaa s i g n i f i c a n t i n p r a v a n t l n g t h a 

a t r u g g l a becoming one between b lack and a h l t a . 

Th ia u n o f f i c i a l r o l a of COO ees o f t e n endorsed 

• by t h e o t h e r members o f t h a Congraaa A l l i a n c e . 

A g r e e t i n g from t h a N a t i o n a l Execut ive o f the 

I Transvaal I n d i a n Congraaa t o e 5AC00 n a t i o n a l 

conference reed 

The p a r t i c i p a t i o n of Europeans I n t h e 
Congress A l l i a n c e not on ly I n s p i r e s 
the non-Curopeans but i t a l s o counters 
the c h a u v i n i s t i c elements ehich a r e t o 
be found among t h a non-Europeans. 

THE ACTIVITIES OF COD 

IT s e e n t h a t COO a c t i v i t i e s eere v a r i e d ; 

they ears d i r e c t e d both t o t h e a h i t e a and t o 

a s s i s t i n g t h e i r p a r t n e r s i n t h a Congress 

A l l i a n c e . At t h e COO annual conference i n 

1961 t h e chairman noted t h a t 'Our pr imary task 

l a t o aork among Europeans, but 90% of our aork 

has bean dona e l t M n the broad Congraaa A l l i a n c e * . 

COD p a r t i c i p a t e d v igorous ly i n the caapalgne and 

a c t i v i t i e s of tha Congress Movement. 

One auch campaign aaa aga ins t Bantu 

Educat ion . I n 195a, e l t h t h e passing of tha 

Bantu Educat ion Act , tha educat ion of e f r i c a n 

s c h o o l c h i l d r e n bsceas t h e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y o f t h e 

Depertment of N a t i v e A f f a i r s . A f r i c a n parents 

axpreasad t h e i r o p p o s i t i o n to the increased 

government c o n t r o l over t h e educat ion of t h e i r 

c h i l d r e n , as i m p l i e d by the A c t . At t h e annual 

n a t i o n a l conference of the ANC i n Natal ," Decaabar 

1954, p lans eere made t o r e s i s t t h i s l e g i s l a t i o n . 

A r e s o l u t i o n aaa passed, c a l l i n g upon a l l e f r i c a n 

p a r e n t s to prepare t o e l t h d r a e t h e i r c h i l d r e n 

f r o a pr imary schools i n d e f i n i t e l y , as f r o a 

A p r i l 1 , 1953. 

I n March t h e f o l l o w i n g y e a r t h a N a t i o n a l 

Execut ive Committee of the ANC decided t o 

postpone the b o y c o t t , p a r t l y because they 

f e l t t h a t t h e campaign had not spread f a r 

enough, and had not been p r o p e r l y organ ised . 

At P o r t E l i z a b e t h and a long t h a East Rand, 

hoeevsr , o rgen ieera had bean a c t i v e , and these 

branches decided to go ahead w i t h the campaign. 

The ANC Youth League and t h a F e d e r a t i o n of 

South A f r i c a n Women eere p laced i n charge of 

the campaign, and COD a l s o p layed i t s p a r t . 

An A f r i c a n Educat ion klovseaant aaa set up to 

prov ide a l t e r n a t i v e educat ion f o r e f r i c a n 

c h i l d r e n . The A f r i c a n Educat ion Movement 

e s t a b l i s h e d ' c u l t u r a l c l u b s ' - they had t o be 

c a l l e d c lubs as r e g u l a r schools had to ba 

r e g i s t e r e d * ahere vo lunteer teachers (eho could 

not be c a l l e d t e a c h a r a ) h e l d classes f o r c h i l d r e n 

b o y c o t t i n g Bantu Educat ion . COD msjabera eere 

prominent among c lub l e a d e r s , end the c u l t u r a l 

c lubs f e a t u r e d o f t e n I n the pages of COUNTER 

ATTACK, the COO neeapeper. 

As l a t e a a October 1956 t h a A f r i c a n 

Educat ion Movement News r e p o r t e d 1 515 c h i l d r e n 

on the Reef a t tend ing c lubs w i t h en average 

d a i l y a t tendance of 1 3 4 2 . There ware s i m i l a r 

clubs i n many p a r t s of the E a a t a m Cape aa s e l l . 

The COD a l s o p layed i t a p a r t i n tha ANC*a 

campaign age lna t t h e Vestern Areea Removals and 

i n t h e Congress o f t h e People . 

Other COD e c t l v l t l e s inc luded conferences 

and house meet ings . Members manned t a b l e s set 

up i n t h e s t r e e t s share they sold l i t e r a t u r e 

and c o l l e c t e d a lgnatures a they p a r t i c i p a t e d i n 

t h e ANC'S *A M i l l i o n S i g n a t u r e s ' campaign. The 

aim of t h i a campaign aas t o c o l l e c t e m i l l i o n 

s i g n a t u r e s f o r the Freedom C h a r t e r . COD issued 

study notes snd produced hundreds of pamphlets . 

Headers h e l d d iscuss ion groups, and eere Involved 

i n f u n d - r a i s i n g f o r t h e Ccjngraes Movement. 

COO ems never a b i g o r g a n i s a t i o n . I t had 

branches i n Johannesburg, Cape Toan. P o r t 

E l i z a b e t h and Durban. I n Johannesburg t h e r e 

eere about 5 o r 6 branches - i n H l l l b r o w , Y e o v i l l e , 

Greanaide, and there aas * email branch on the 

V I t e U n i v e r s i t y emmpus. Each branch had about 

20 members, e l t h s t o t a l o f over 100 members. 

The Cape Town branch eoa s t r o n g , and P o r t 

E l i z a b e t h had a emai l but vary v igorous group . 

AN EQUAL PARTNER I N T>C CONGRESS ALLIANCE 

THE Congraaa of Democrats ems represented on 

the C o n s u l t e t l v e Committee of t h e Congrees 

A l l i a n c e , ehich eaa a permanent body e x i s t i n g 

t o f o r a u l a t e Congraaa p o l i c y . Representa t ives 



f r o * the f ive Congresees (ANC, 6AIC, COO, SACTU 

and CPC) M t OH th is Consultative Committee. 

and had to taka pol ic iaa formulated by the 

Committee back to tha i r Congresses. 

COD had tha status of an equal partner in 

tha Congress Al l iance. Thay ident i f i ed themselves 

completely with tha ANC, tha senior partnar in tha 

Congress Al l iance. Though smell i n numbers, 

COD playad a signif icant ro la in tha Congraaa 

movement. I t a members eara act ive, and many 

who aara draan frcie tha banned Communist Party 

had p o l i t i c a l axparianca to contribute to the 

CONFLICT wlTHIN THZ ANC 

NOT avaryona i n tha ANC welcomed COD, Afr lcaniata 

in thai Congress resented tha praaanca of ahitaa 

in tha Congress Al l iance. Thair c r i t ic ism of 

tha ahitaa vaa t e c - f o l d : f i r s t l y thay bal laved, 

I l k a many i n tha Liberal Party and elsewhere, 

that COD aaa a front for tha banned Commjnlst 

Par ty , and that COD membership aaa largely 

mods up of communists using tha Congraaa 

etovement for communist ende. Secondly, tha 

Afr lcaniata objected to tha praaanca of ahitaa 

aorklng i n cloaa co-operation e l th tha ANC as 

thay f a i t that ahitaa aara dominating tha 

movement. This , thay f a i t , stunted tha 

p o l i t i c a l development of a f r lcana. Thay ballavad 

that tha atrongaat waapon thay had to rsa ia t 

tha Nat ional is t govei-nment aaa a f r ican 

nationalism, and f a i t that th ia eaapon aaa 

denied to then i n a mu l t i - rac ia l Congraaa 

Al l lanca. Tha a f r l c y i i s t a did not ballava that 

ehitaa could hava th% same long-term interests 

as tha black na t iona l is ts , and d id not bal lava 

that ahitaa eould ult iatataly be preparad to 

Jeopardise tha i r pr iv i leged posi t ion. 

Tha Afr lcaniata also objected to tha 

Frsadom Charter. They aould rathar tha 

Charter bsgan 'Afr ica for the Afr lcana ' , instead 

of i t a opening l ine of 'South Africa balonga t o 

a l l aho l i v e in i t . Black and White' . Thay 

also objected to tha fact that tha Charter aaa 

drawn up at tha m u l t i - r a c i a l Congrsas of tha 

People, bel ieving that ahitaa and communists 

dominated tha proceedings. They re jected the 

'soclal let-sounding' statements contained in 

the Charter, l i k e ' the people shal l share in tha 

country's wealth1 . 

THE POLICIES AND PRINCIPLES OF COD 

T>C constitut ion of COO aaa based on two corner­

stones: endorsaeant of tha United Nations 

Universal Declaration of htjnan Rights, and 

acceptance of the Freedom Charter- The 

organisation aimed to provide e p o l i t i c a l home 

f o r a l l whites who ballavad in • u l t i - r a c i a l i a m 

and democracy, and aho opposed the Nat ional ia t 

government's r a c i a l po l i c ies . 

GOD aaa never a p o l i t i c a l party» being open 

to members of a l l par t ies and including varioue 

shades o f opinion as long as thay shared a coneion 

opposition to racism. I t "operated as a pressure 

group rather than a p o l i t i c a l party* 

COD believed i n tha need for a united front 

against tha Nat ional ist government, and In tha 

idea of co-operating with other non-Nationalist 

groups. Like the ANC, COD aaw the struggle as 

being between the Nat ional is t government - the 

enemy - end the to ta l of progressive forces in 

8outti A f r ica . Chief Albert Luthul i told a 

COD conference that he was prepared to wortc with 

communists In the l ibe ra t ion struggle es ha 

believed that the enemy was the government, and 

he aaa not prepared to f i g h t on two f ronta . 

COO believed in national l i be ra t ion - mm did 

the ANC. 

The South African Congress of Oemocrata 

was banned in September 1962, bringing the 

number of outlawed organisations to four. The 

other three were the ANC, the PAC end the 

Communist Party • The remaining members of the 

Congress All iance were not banned, any the 

ANC was banned i s obvious - i t aaa tha senior 

party in the a l l i a n c e . Qut i t l a hard t o see 

why CQO was declared unlawful and not the 

remaining legal partners. Protests against 

the banning of COO eere country-eide, end the 

Liberal Perty Joined groups l i k e NIC and the 

Youth Congress in condemning the banning. 
» 

T*Z CQNGPE35 ALLIANCE mWEMENT 

THE symbol of the Congress All iance Movement, 
I 

which was diepleymd prominently at tha Congress 

of the People, behind the speakers' pletform, 

maa a four—spoked wheal. Each spoke represented 

one of the Congresses. + Together thay formed a 

whole, a ahael , posaibly symbolising progress and 

the movement of hiatory towards l i b a r e t i o n . Each 

sooka of the wheel was as important ea any other, 

and a U were included in tha symbol. Tha four-

spoked wheel stood f o r the m u l t i - r a c i a l a l l i ance 

of saMra ta , but equal partners In the a l l i a n c e . 

Four etraina of thinking were to be found 

in th% Congress Movement at d i f fe ren t times. 

These warm 

L i b e r a l , 

Non-racia l , 

A f r icen ia t , and 

Commuhiat. 

Luthul i , aho was prealdant of the ANC from 1952, 

i s en example of tha l i b e r a l thinkers in the 

Congress. Africmnieta Included Anton Lambada 

end Robert Sobukwa. National executive members 

Uoees Kotane and Dan Tloome were communists, as 

aas Dwvid Bopape, who was on the Transvaal 

executive committee. Non-racial late appeared in 

the 1950s, and Included Walter 6 isulu and 

Nelson Mandela. 
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The a f r ican l i b e r a l s in Congress *gr& 

strong during the 1940s. The founders of the 

ANC In 1912, i t can be argued, were l i b e r a l s . 

Non-violent, thay used only const i tut ional 

methods l i k e pet i t ions and deputations to 

government ministers. Even in the 1950B. 

according to Gai l Gerhart, t h e i r aims sere 

essent ia l ly ' reformist , not revolut ionary'• 

i She says that the Freadom Charter, too, eaa a 

i l i b a r a l and moderate document. Underlying e l l 

these objectives was e complete reject ion of 

roca as a c r i t e r i o n of worth, end the acceptance 

of l i b e r a l , democratic I n s t i t u t i o n s ae the 

Ideal font of government (Gerhort, 1978:9a). 

Many would not agree with Gerhart, pa r t i cu la r ly 

whan she Qaes even fur ther and claims that on 

tha issue of ownership of tha land - ' the lend 

shal l be ehared among those who war* i t * •* 

[ tha Charter i s both moderate and l i b e r a l . 

j Nevertheless i t can be said that there vera 

black l ibera ls i n Congress, many of whom based 

t h a i r thinking on Christ ian moral i ty . 

Afr ican l iberal ism in Congress increasingly 

diverged from white l ibera l ism, and a nee kind 

of l i b e r a l i s e among blacks emerged in the 1950s, 

I t included e growing cr i t ic ism of white l i b e r a l s , 

i and en increosod preparedness to work closely with 

| communists* The new form of e f r lcan l ibera l ism 

rejected the gradualism and constitutionalism 

of t r a d i t i o n a l l ibera l ism, end began endorsing 

d i f fe ren t methods of protest . Deputations and 

pet i t ions were replaced by c i v i l disobedience, 

) pass burning and the general s t r i k e . African 

{ l i b e r a l e no longer regarded the e lectoral 

process as c r u c i a l , and 'one men one vote' was 

j no longar trusted as the solution for e l l i l l s . 

The new l iberal ism that emerged in the 

\ Congress in the 1960s was no longer so obviously 

d is t inc t from ef r lcan nationalism. There was a 

graduel movement in the Congress Movement away 

from extreme e f r lcan nationalism; in tha le te 

1950s struggles arose in many ANC branches, 

par t icu lar ly In the Transvaal, between the 

e f r iceniets and others who ware edvocating 

mul t i - rac ia l co-oparatlon, and in a l l cases 

the e f r lconis ts were defeated and overruled, 

u n t i l what remained of t h e i r group was expelled 

from the A**C. The movement in Congress was 

towards mul t i - rac ia l ism. 

Th€ RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN COO ANO LIBERAL PARTY 

IN his book Hope for South Af r ica . Alan Paton 

t a l k s of some instances of co-operetion between 

tha Libaral Party and COO. Ha says that 

cooperat ion between the two eas assisted by 

the holding of mixed, mu l t i - rac ia l conferences 

In the l a t a 1950s. Tha f i r s t , organised by the 

Interdenominational African Ministers Federation, 

was held in October 1956 to discuss the 

Tomlinson Report. Tha following year another 

m u l t i - r a c i a l conference was hald in December, 

Joint ly organised by the Congresses, the L ibera l 

Party and tha Labour Party . 

At tha Accra A l l - i n - A f r i c a Conference* 

held In Decsmber 1956, the Liberal Party and 

tha Congress delegates stood as a united f ron t . 

I t can ba arguod that in tha l r concern 

with race discrimination end epartheid, and in 

tha l r opposition to tha Nat ional ist government, 

the Liberal Party and COO shared some fundamental 

views. This is more evident in the l a ta r yaars 

•hen the Party had undergone e process of 

rad ica l lsa t ion . (Some COD members argue thet 

the Liberal Party never radlcal isad a t a l l . 

Others say i t radlcal isad in i t s franchise 

policy only. I t is important to place whatever 

rad ica l isat ion took place in i t s h is tor ica l 

context: i n the 1960s, whan repression mas 

intensifying and a l l oppoeltion was thrown onto 

tha defensive). 

I n the 1960s tha Liberal Party adopted the 

United Nations Declaration of Human Rights, 

which had bten part of COO policy sinca i t s 

inception. Both groups shared a common aversion 

to r a c i a l inequal i ty , and opposition to many of 

the laws pawed by the Nat ional is t government. 

The Liberal Party stood for tha t o t a l repeal of 

e number of lews which had e major e f fect on 

soclsty: the Public 6afaty Act, Criminal Law 

taendment Act, Suppression of Communism Act, 

Netive (Urban Araas) Consolidation Act, Pass 

Laws, Group Araas Act, Native Resettlement Act, 

Mixed Marriages and Immorality Acts, Bantu 

Education Act, Separate inan i t ies Act, end others. 

Later, the L ibera l Party rejected tha indust r ia l 

colour bar and cal led for trade union r ights 

fa r blacks. This stand must hava baen shared by 

COO and other Congrassos. 

Many of the pr inciples of COO were s imi lar 

to those put forward by the Liberal Party. Some 

have argued that thare eas s fundamental dif ference 

between the two organisations — a l i b a r a l , 

eastern ideology varsus a marxist , or pro-

Soviet, posi t ion. These differences do describe 

the conf l i c t between some individuals in seen 

organisation - but ara not tha basis of conf l i c t 

batween COO and tha Liberal Party. \ 

Tha main ideological dif ference between the 

two orgnaisatlons lay in tha l r d i f fe ren t 

relat ionships to tha ANC and the Congress 

Al l iance, while there may heve bean close 

relat ions between individuals in the L ibara l 

Party and the « C , and increased co-operation 

between them in the l a te r years, basical ly the 

difference between the Liberal Party and COO 

was that the l e t t e r was accepted me part of tha 

Congress Al l iance. I t supported the other 

Congress organisations, and gained i t s strength 

from t h i s a l l i a n c a . The COO shered the ANC's 

pol icy , endorsed the policy of the Congress 
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movement, and b e l i e v e d i n the s t r u g g l e f o r 

n a t i o n a l l i b o r o t i a n . 

Soma COO members c l a i m t h a t tha L i b e r a l 

Par ty rosontad t h a l r claeanosa t o t h a ANC, and 

that tha P a r t y aantad to ga t c l o a a r t o tha 

Congraaa A l l i a n c e . COO does r a p o r t laovas I n 

February 1999 by t h a L l b a r a l P a r t y f o r admission 

to tha Congraaa C o n a u l t a t l v o Ccmmlttaa. 

CO-0 » W AMONG SOUTH AFRICAN SUITES 

PAST L i b e r a l Par ty member E r n i e V a n t z a l b a l i a v a s 

t h a t a«ny aiafacrs of h i a p a r t y rofused t o 

co -opera te w i t h COO bacausa thay ragardad i t as 

a Coinounlot Party f r o n t . 

Thara was no doubt t h a t most o f thorn, t h a 
a c t l v a members, tha paople oho m a t t e r e d , 
aara Communist P a r t y mejabara. 

Most COD m w b i r s hava r a j a c t a d t h i s a l l e g a t i o n , 

f r v Q u o n t l y wmdo. 

V o n t z o l exp la ins ahy t h i s issue ams such an 

important d l f f a r a n c a batwaan t h a too o r g a n i s a t i o n * . 

I t aas t h a t ima of t h a Cold l o r . Tha s p l i t 
batwaan t h a USSR and Yugoslavia had Just 
o c c u r r e d . Tha s p l i t s and c o n f l i c t s i n t h a 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l sphara f i l t a r a d through i n t o 
South A f r i c a * I t aas an i n t a n s a I d e o l o g i c a l 
t i m e * 

ftantzol argues t h a t t h a d i f f e r e n c e s i n f r a n c h i a a 

p o l i c y t h a t causad t h a i n i t i a l s p l i t batwaan 

tha too groups aas 'not s i g n i f i c a n t ' . Ha 

b e l i e v e s t h a t i t aas not tha f r a n c h l s a p o l i c y 

t h a t kapt than a p a r t . Tha po in t a t which t h a 

L l b a r a l P a r t y and COD f i r s t par ted company aas 

t h a po in t a t which they f o r a u l a t o d t h a l r 

f r a n c h i a a p o l i c i e s . Evan before tha 

fo rmat ion of t h a too o r g a n i s a t i o n s , t h a f r a n c h l s a 

Issue aas tha ona ehlch causad moat controversy 

among n o n - N a t l o n a l l a t a h l t a a . At tha maat lng t o 

propose t h a fo rmat ion of a o h i t e body, the Issue 

t h a t causad tha a h l t a s presant t o d i v i d e i n t o 

t e o opposing camps was tha lssua o f tha 

f r a n c h i a a . 

Tha l i b e r a l s p r e s e n t , who aantad t o a t t r a c t 

o h i t e suppor ta rs , r a f u a a d *to accept a u n i v a r s a l 

f r a n c h i a a as thay f a i t t h a t t h i s would a l i e n a t e 

p o t e n t i a l supportars among t h a a h l t a a . Thosa 

oho ware l a t e r t o form COD f a i t tha t anyth ing 

but a u n i v a r a a l f r a n c h l s a would ba an i n s u l t t o 

b l a c k s . 

But as Wentzel s a y s , the f r a n c h l s a issue 

could not have bean a t e r r i b l y s i g n i f i c a n t 

po in t o f d l f f a r a n c a batwaan t h e too organ isa t ions» 

f o r a yaar i a t a r t h a L l b a r a l P a r t y changed i t s 

f r a n c h i s e p o l i c y t o a u n i v a r a a l f r a n c h i a a , 

though wi th q u a l i f i c a t i o n s , and by 1960 were 

advocat ing a complata ly u n r a a t r i c t a d f r a n c h l s a . 

C o n f l i c t want deeper than t h i s i n i t i a l 

d l f f a r a n c a of o p i n i o n . Tha most important 

d l f f a r a n c a was COD's a l l l g r i o a n t w i t h tha ANC, 

and i t s p a r t n e r s h i p I n t h a Congrass movement. 

I t i s t h i s which e x p l a i n s most o f t h a o t h a r 

d i f f e r e n c e s w i t h i n t h a two o r g a n i s a t i o n s i 

Tha L i b e r a l P a r t y ob joctad t o t h a separate 

fone o f o r g a n i s a t i o n p r a c t i s e d by tha Congrass 

A l l l a n c a . Th is was an important p a i n t o f 

d isagreement . COO l o s t p o t e n t i a l suppor tara -

whl tas who could not except t h a need t o s t r u g g l e 

f o r a n o n - r a c i a l s o c i e t y as members of r a c i a l l y 

d i v i d e d ond soparata o r g a n i s a t i o n s . Th is 

apparent c o n t r a d i c t i o n batwaan t h a aims - a 

mixed s o c i e t y - and the means of tha Congress 

Movement - segregated o r g a n i s a t i o n s - d i s t u r b e d 

and a l i e n a t e d many, b o t h black and w h i t e , Tha 

acceptance of e r a c i a l , o r n a t i o n a l form of 

o r g a n i s a t i o n , I l k a t h a t o f t h a ANC and t h a 

I n d i a n Congrass, was a s i g n i f i c a n t p o i n t o f 

d i f f e r e n c e bataaen COD and tha L l b a r a l P a r t y . 

B a l i a v i n g i n t h a p r i n c i p l e o f m u l t i - r a c i a l i s m , 

tha L l b a r a l P a r t y opposed p a r a l l e l o r g a n i s a t i o n s . 

Tha L i b e r a l s a l s o objoctad to p a r t s of t h a 

Freedom C h a r t e r , b e l i e v i n g i t t o be support ing 

s o c i a l i s t d o c t r i n e . Statements about 
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n a t i o n a l i s a t i o n of banks and c e r t a i n la rger 

i n d u s t r i o s alanaed tha mora t r a d i t i o n a l 

l l b a r a l s , e s p e c i a l l y I n the e a r l y years of 

tha P a r t y . 

Tha L l b a r a l P a r t y decided not t o p a r t i c i p a t e 

i n t h a Congress of tha People, e a n t z a l aays 

t h i s was because i t was be l ieved that* COO and I t a 

supportars were manipula t ing tha Congress o f 

tha Paoola , dominating procoodings from behind 

t h e scones. 

Another po in t a t which t h a too groups 

diverged aas 'ovar t h a mothods t o ba used I n 

t h a s t r u g g l a aga ins t rac ism. Ona of tha 

L l b a r a l P a r t y ' s c r i t i c i s m s of t h a Freedom 

Char te r , mentioned above, i s t h a t i t d i d not 

s t a t e t h e methods which would ba usad t o 

change South A f r i c a n s o c i e t y . P a r t i c u l a r l y i n 

t h a a a r l i a r years o f t h a L l b a r a l P a r t y , i t . 

be l ieved t h a t on ly c o n s t i t u t i o n a l mothods ware 

p a m i a s i b l o . I t aas on ly l a t a r t h a t e x t r o -

p a r l l a m a n t a r y a c t i v i t y was r e l u c t a n t l y accepted. 

The COO, as p a r t o f tha Congraaa A l l i o n c o , aas 

prepared to employ u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l , e x t r a -

par l i amantory mothods o f s t r u g g l e . 

l h i l a tha L l b a r a l s ware s t r u g g l i n g s l o w l y 

towards tha accaptanco of a x t r a - p a r l i a e m n t a r y 

a c t i v i t y , tha Congraaa had accepted tha noad 

f o r methods l i k e t h a genera l s t r l k o , and was 

endorsing c i v i l disobedience and pass b u r n i n g . 

During t h e 1960s tha L l b a r a l P a r t y accepted 

those mothods. By t h a t t l m a , though, t h a ANC 
• 

was about t o form an armad wing and was advocat ing 

sabotogo of oymbollc s t r u c t u r e s and s t r a t e g i c 

l n s t a l l a t i o n a . 

unco-opara t lvo r e l a t i o n s between t h e too 

vera hardened by t h a a l l i a n c e batwaan tha 

a f r l c a n i s t s I n tha ANC and tha L l b a r a l P a r t y , 

I d e o l o g i c a l d i f f e r e n c e s c r y s t a l l i s e d when 

•nembors i n tha L l b a r a l P a r t y began a s s i s t i n g tha 

Pan A f r i c a n Congrass. 
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I n s p i t e o f these profound I d e o l o g i c a l 

d i f f e r e n c e s , t h e r e were o f t e n c l o s e r e l a t i o n e 

between members I n tha two groups , and according 

t o E r n i a Wentze l , t h e r a wara i n d i v i d u a l s who 

vera members o f both o r g a n i s a t i o n s . Ha says 

t h e i d e o l o g i c a l d i f f e r e n c e s between them d i d 

not mean t h a t t h e r a were not good personal 

r e l a t i o n s between t h e members o f t h e 

o r g a n i s a t i o n s . Although Wentzel has r e s e r v a t i o n s 

about what ha seas ss ' S t a l i n i s t s ' i n COO, he says 

' t h e y e a r * s p l e n d i d p e o p l e . They were t r i e d i n 

f i r e . Thay vera prepared t o a s s o c i a t e w i t h black 

r a d i c a l s ahan o thers were a f r a i d t o , end they 

should ga t c r e d i t f o r t h a t * . 

Tha two o r g a n i s a t i o n s funct ioned d i f f e r e n t l y . 

The L i b e r a l P a r t y , according t o w e n t z e l , was 

run I l k a a r e g u l a r p o l i t i c a l p a r t y , w h i l e t h e 

Congress ass a mass movamemt. 'Ours BBB an 

o v e r t l y l ega l p o l i t i c a l p a r t y ' , Says i e n t z e l , 

've could not ge t I n v o l v e d i n s t r i k e s end pass 

b u r n i n g . This eas tha i d e o l o g i c a l and p r a c t i c a l 

d e c i s i o n ee had to make'* 

The L i b e r a l P a r t y hed e f a r l a r g e r membership 

than COO. They hed f e r more support from 

among t h e w h i t e s . Whi le both o r g a n i s a t i o n s 

shared t h e same avowed aim - o f winning t h e 

wh i tes i n South A f r i c a over t o t h e i r way of 

t h i n k i n g and g a i n i n g adherents from among the 

white p o p u l a t i o n t o support t h e s t r u g g l e f o r e 

democrat ic South A f r i c a - i n terms of numbers 

the L i b e r a l P a r t y was the more successfu l o f the 

two. The m a j o r i t y o f e h i t e s i n South A f r i c a 

d i d not i d e n t i f y e l t h COO's p o l i c y . S t igmat ised 

by i t s a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h t h a Commtwiist P a r t y -

even i f the a s s o c i a t i o n o n l y e x i s t e d i n the 

minds o f r i v a l s - end shunned b y many wh i tes 

because of i t s e x p l i c i t support q f , and a l l l e n c a 

e l t h the ANC, COO wes conf ined t o e small number 

of very a c t i v e i n d i v i d u a l s - they numbered i n 

the hundreds on ly - whose theory and p r a c t i c e 

pieced them on the f a r l e f t o f w h i t e p o l i t i c a l 

o p i n i o n . 

CCHCLIJSION 

ORIGINALLY I b e l i e v e d t h a t the c o n f l i c t , and 

even h o s t i l i t y , between COD end L i b e r a l P a r t y 

could be exp la ined by t h e profound I d e o l o g i c a l 

d i f f e r e n c e e they had. Although i n t h e course 

of research I found t h a t t h e r e were s i g n i f i c e n t 

I d e o l o g i c a l d i f f e r e n c e e between members of t h e 

o r g a n i s a t i o n s , t h a f i n a l cause o f t h e i r 

d i f f e r e n c e s was t h e f a c t t h a t COO was a f f i l i a t e d 

t o t h e Congress A l l i a n c e . I t took i t s d i r e c t i o n 

from tha n a t i o n a l l i b e r a t i o n movement, p a r t i c i p a t e d 

i n and c o n t r i b u t e d t o the s t r u g g l e f o r n a t i o n a l 

l i b e r a t i o n , and accepted t h a leadership of t h e 

ANC. T h i s , I b e l i e v e , u l t i m a t e l y e x p l a i n s the 

i d e o l o g i c a l d i f f e r e n c e s beteeen COO end the 

L i b e r a l P a r t y . The COO e f f i l i a t i o n t o t h e 

movement f o r n a t i o n a l l i b e r a t i o n caused i t t o 

adopt a phi losophy and an out look t h a t d i f f e r e d 

i n Impor tant ways f r o a t h a t o f tha L i b e r a l s ; 

t h a s t r a t e g i e s and methods i t endorsed ware those 

of t h e Congress movement end , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n 

tha 1950s, were s i g n i f i c a n t l y d i f f e r e n t from 

those which t h e L i b e r a l P a r t y found a c c e p t a b l e . 

As the Congrees of Democrats, toge ther 

w i t h i t s p a r t n e r s i n t h e Congress A l l i a n c e , 

moved i n the d i r e c t i o n of armed r e s i s t a n c e , 

the L i b e r a l P a r t y eas s t r u g g l i n g , s e v e r a l paces 

beh ind , blocked by a c r i s i s o f conscience end 

a f a c t i o n o f p a r t i c u l a r l y conserva t ive members 

based i n t h a Cape, to reach a d e c i s i o n on t h e 

use of e x t r a - p a r l i a m e n t a r y , n o n - c o n s t i t u t i o n a l 

neons of o p p o s i t i o n . 

When COD was f a m e d , i t was a l r e a d y p a r t 

o f a mass movement, w h i l e the L i b e r a l P a r t y 

a t t r a c t e d main ly black and whi te members of the 

middle c l a s s . Whi le t h e L i b e r a l P a r t y and COO 

shared the same u l t i m a t a g o a l o f a democrat ic , 

n o n - r a c i a l South A f r i c a , COD ves p a r t o f t h e 

e f r l c a n - l e d movement; the L i b e r a l P a r t y , on 

t h e o t h e r hand, was f o r much of i t s l i f e 

conf ined to the exc lus ive sphere of e h l t e 

e l e c t o r a l pe r ty p o l i t i c s . 

Moire Levy. 

This a r t i c l e i s based l a r g e l y on a d i s s e r t a t i o n 
compiled by Us Levy, e n t i t l e d Opposi t ion to 
Apartheid i n the f i f t i e s : th B L i b e r a l P a r t y 
and tha Congress of Dpirocrata. 

I t should be noted t h a t t h e d iscuss ion on 
.COD has had to be s e v e r e l y l i m i t e d beceuae of 
l e g a l c o n s t r a i n t s : COO i s an u n l a w f u l 
o r g a n i s a t i o n , and q u o t a t i o n of i t s p o l i c y 
statements and documents c o u l d , i n c e r t a i n 
c i rcumstances, c o n s t i t u t e art o f f ence* A number 
o f ex-COO members end d f f i c i e l s eere in te rv iewed 
by Ms Levy i n tha course of her work. I I P 
has bean unable t o p u b l i s h t h e i r views and 
percept ions e i t h e r because they e r e themselves 
banned o r H a t e d , o r because t h e i r statements 
could be f u r t h e r i n g t h e aims of an un lawfu l 
o r g a n 1 s a t i o n . 
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LEGALISM: 
a further note 

AMONGST the various raaponaee t o the Ar t ic le 

'Legalism and Democratic Organ i set ion« ( H P 18) 

has baen the one the a r t i c l e attempted to dietanc* 

i t s e l f tram, v i z the re ject ion of a l l legal 

-strategies on pr inc ip le . Thie i n t e r p r e t e d on 

haa baen placed on the a r t i c l e by both progressive 

organisers and by deepondent lawyers. I t thus 

seems necassary t o eevca B O M further elements 

on legal lsa and legal4 c l a laa . 

The thrust of the a r t i c l e ems directed at 

the par t icu lar says In ahich re l iance on the 

legal Machinery can undercut organisational 

goals and perhaps grotesquely deform the 

organisations thameelves* I n par t icu lar i t 

attempted to challenge the prevalent notion of 

legal strategies as simple, one^lmensionel toola 

of the organisation - the extra the) better -

whereas legal lsa can be an organisational malaise 

- and a f a t a l one at tha t . 

By ' lega l lsa* we mmmn a re l iance on the 

legal machinery f o r organisational advances 

* and i t l a associated with a perverted under­

standing of the relationship between 

organisational advances and forme1 gains. 

However, the reject ion of a i l lev te equally 

misguided. 

Our concern here l a to examine the. eays in 

shich power relationships may be challenged and 
• 

transformed. Thus ea f ind Engela - who is noted 

f o r h is adaoniehejants agalnet thosa who. took 

the ' Jur id ica l I l lus ions of the bourgeoisie' 

as an axprasslon of just ice - stat ing that the 

working class Bust indeed put forward 'speci f ic 

legal claims' vithout ehlch 'an act ive socia l is t 

party and Indesd any p o l i t i c a l party l a Impossible*. 

Whather advancing a speci f ic legal demand, 

or organising around a legal claim l a reformist 

or not , i s not a simple matter. Reforms themselves 

are contradictory. Indeed, as has baen frequently 

asserted, many of the r ights i n a aoclety have 

been extended to the dominated classes themselves 

as a result of struggle. To argue one-sidedly 

that thaaa r lghte are Imaginary, and need not be 

asserted, or else once gained need not be 

policed or enforced, l a t o come close to 

p a r t i a l l y disarming the dominated classes. Hare, 

i n par t icu lar , there i s room for taking the 

Jur id ical apparatus sar loualy. For example, 

• the development of executive powers, rule by 

admlniatratlvw regulat ion, extension of 

cr iminal control in to the private sphere, and 

the erosion of c i v i l l i b e r t i e s (eg in Europe) 

needs to be confronted. The fe t ish of i l l e g a l i t y 

can be as damaging as the f e t i s h of l e g a l i t y . 

Our mora central focus, hoeevar, i s on 

col lect ive organisation. Hers too much of the 

above appllms, l a the necessity of assorting and 

policing r i g h t s . Legal claims have been the 

catalysts f o r organisational struggles that have 

gone beyond the narrow horizon of ' r ight * t o 

the central question of power. In tard ic te can be, 

and have been crucia l i n preventing the exercise 

of coercion that mould have had damaging ef fects 

on the a b i l i t y of organisations to persist (eg 

an i n t e r d i c t restraining compulsory evict ion of 

equattsrs, or restra in ing the deportation of 

s t r ik ing sor ters ) . Our simple point harm l a 

that l a * represents a complex relat ionship 

between ru le r and ru led, cap i ta l and labour. 

But Just as the lega l r a l a t l o n i e complex, i t 

i s also not neutral- And the narrow depiction 

of ' r i g h t * neglects the way the legal fotwj i t s e l f 

intersects with forma of democratic organisation-

Far example, the necessary channelling of etrugglee 

into the form of claims of individual r ights - lnta 

struggles based on the outcome of court 

Judgements, in to legal strategies that divide 

rumaunities in to the legal categories of land­

owners and tmnmnts (ag, on 'black s p o t s ' ) , In to 

struggles in phich special ists and bureaucrats 

have the guiding hand, in to etrugglea in which 

grassroots struggle l e j u r i d i f l e d and substituted 

by court room et lquat ta ( i n d u s t r i a l cour ta) , etc 

- can end does have a profound a f fec t on organisa­

t ion* . 

What l e required l a t o s i tua te the merits o f 

legal strategy within tha f i r s t pr inciples of * 

democratic organisation J together with an 

understanding; of the l imi ted natura of tha legal 

strategy* Tha challenge than i e to use tha 

legel approach as an organisational too l 

despite tha form of law. 
* 

( This position has been par t ly ascribed to a 
theory of law which i s derived from Pashukania' 
abstract f emula t ions , and a t t r i b u t e s a bourgeois 
'sssencs' to the legal forwj, Tha problem with 
these formulations i s that t h e i r formalism, 
eseantiallsej end purely log ica l derivat ion 
[idealism) allows f o r no theory of change in 
social ra lat lonshlpe. The msewt applies for crude 
veraions of the s t ructura l is t theory of law. 
Law i a structural ly located in i t a function 
in tha reproduction of social re la t ions . The 
gray areas between law as a complex r a l a t l o n and 
law as an instrument disappears). 
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INTRODUCTION 
TO POLITICAL 
ECONOMY, 
part 1 
THIS MTXCLE la the f i r s t part or a s er i e s 

which wi l l try tO axplain tht rty in which tha 

c a p i t a l i s t systaa acwfes. The s t r ia* does not 

deal with any part icular cap i ta l ia t aocisty 

(ag South Africa in 1980; Mat Gamany in 1970). 

I t deals rather with cep i ta l l ae in general -

»lth i t a aajor featurws, r e l a t i o n s and procssssa. 

These basic aapacta ara prasant in spaa aay i n 

a l l c a p i t a l i a t aoc iat iaa: but differences in 
1 h i s tory , tha natur* of s truggles and c o n f l i c t s , 

I and other factors coabine to aakw c a p i t a l i s t 

I countries dlf farant froa aach othar in soaa 

says . 

For axaapla, reclaa i s eore. of a faatura 

| in tha South African wcoray than i t l a in tha 

Vast Carman systwa - but both a** c a p i t a l i a t 

s o c i e t i e s , Ona has to understand cap l ta l laa 

in gsnaral bafora turning t o tha wore spac i f i c 

teefc of explaining i t s operation i n a particular 

i soc iaty (ag tha r a c i s t faaturaa of tha South 

African aconoay). what tha sarlas of a r t i c l e s 

hopaa to astabl l sh i s shst aafcea a aystaa 

c a p i t a l i s t , and hoa such a eyetaa functions, 

rathar than «hy Boaa cap i ta l ia t s o c i a t i a s ara 

| dlffarant froa aach othar. 

This asnnar of invest igating tha general 

nature of a soc ia l aystaa lnvolvas a particular 

i aethod - that of abstraction. This la tha aay 

In shlch tha most iaportant, t h i basic faaturaa 

of a systaa ara ident i f i ed , and tha aay in which 

thay ara l l f t s d out of (abstractad froa) tha 

la s s iaportant faaturaa of that aystaai. Thia 

procasa i s soawthlng dona in tha alnd in an 

attaapt to find out which aspacts of a sociaty 

sra basic t o that sociaty - and which ara 

super f i c ia l . Tha aathod of abstraction -

of rwaoving fundaaantal processes and etructurwa 

froa la s s iaportant onas so that thay can be 

axaalnad - i s t lad up with tha attaapt to 

undarstand r a a l i t y , rathar than accepting that 

things ara tha way thay seee to ba. 

Thia la an iaportant ldae to grasp -

that things ara not always s i e p l e , nor ara 

thay nscassarl ly tha way thay appear t o ba at 

f i r s t glance. Tor axaapla* *lt aay seee obvious 

that c a p i t a l i a t prof i t coatee fraa s e l l i n g goods 

a t high pricee . But th i s coamon aansa 

approach i e not coeple te ly accurate, ee w i l l 

ba shown below, Indaad, 'coaaon aente' i a 

often the saawi as 'coaaon error*, and one needs 

to go deeper than laaadieta appearances In 

order to grasp tha d i f f i c u l t r e a l i t l e e of a 

aocial systaa. In t h i s introductory a r t i c l e , 

an attaapt w i l l ba aeda t o go beyond superf ic ia l 

appearances ('coaaon s e n s e 1 ) , and explore the 

aora basic sapects of tha c a p i t a l i s t aconoay. 

Soaa of what followa aay ba d i f f i c u l t to 

understand s t f i r s t s but t h i s i s because the 

real world i s coaplax and confuBing. Any 

attaapt to invest igate real re lat ione and 

procaaaaa, rathar then superficial appearances, 

i e bound to be d i f f i c u l t . 8ut i t l e necessary 

t o understand capl ta l laa In general If aa era to 

understand part icular c a p i t a l i s t soc ia t ia s , 

such sa prasant day South Africa. 

To suawarlae: i t l a Intended t o loo* a t 

tha bes ic structure of the cap i ta l ia t aconoay. 

This w i l l involve the process of abstract ion, 

or taking away what ia uniatportant in order to 

get to the fundamentals of the econoaic systaa. 

Often the aost iaportant especte of a sys t sa 

ara not those which appear to be so a t f i r s t 

glance. We w i l l be ettwapting to aove beyond 

' f i r s t glances1 or appearances, and going to tha 

core of the aconoay. 

The econoaic etructure has been chosen for 

i n l t l e l exploration because i t i s the bas i s 

of c a p i t a l i s t soc iety in general . This i s not 

t o say that p o l l t l c e , lew, culture* tha s t a t e 

e tc are not iaportant - thay c l ear ly are , and ' 

aoaa of the aost iaportant c o n f l i c t s and 

etruggles are fought out in tha rwelaa of 

p o l i t i c s end tha s t a t e . But 

huawvwtind'B f l r e t need ia to aalntain 
physical l i f e ; production of the aeena 
of subsistence (c loth ing , food, housing) 
and the conditions under which they ara 
produced era of iasiediats, fundaaantal 
and permanent iaportance . . . .A sociaty can 
only ba b u i l t upon such an econoaic 
infrastructure, e s e house on i t a 
foundetlone ( J s l t e , 1977:35). 

I t l a our understanding of the econoaic 

etructures end relat ionships that w i l l allow ua 

to understand other aspects of s o c i e t y . In t h l e 

sense i t i e necweaary to f i ra t explore the 

base of cap i ta l ia t soc iety - tha aconoay * 

bafora aovlng on t o the othar iaportant 

features of tha soc ia l systaa. 

The main qusatlon which th ia a r t i c l e 

w i l l Da dealing with i s : where does 

c a p i t a l i s t profit ccaw froa, and how I s i t 

producwd7 I t i s t h U problwa, and the 

snawer to i t , which l a thw aajor concern in 

what follow*. 

1. THE CC*w#XITY 

IN invast lgs t lng the sourcs of prof i t in the 

c a p i t a l i a t aconoayt w e s u s t begin with the 

aaa l l e s t , e lap le s t unit of thet econoay -

ths coaaodlty. Coanodltlss are aa ter l e l 



goods produced under sptc l f i c economic 

condit ions, most goods producad in c a p i t a l i s t 

society (food, cars , books, medicines) are 

commodities - although some ara not . Bas ica l ly , 

a commodity i s an object which has soma use 

or function, and I s producad sltti tha idaa 

of exchanging ( s a i l i n g ) i t . Thus, food which 

i s grown to be eaten by i t s producer i s not e 

commodity because i t was producad for personal 

usa. not for s e l l i n g (exchange}. Neither i s a 

table made for the producer's house a coeatodity, 

because i t has bean manufactured for the 

maker's own use. But motor cars made at tha 

Ford factory are-commodities because they 

both f u l f i l a need, and ara being produced to 

be sold. 

All goods which have aomw use . which 

f u l f i l a need, and which are produced for 

exchange through market mechanisms, ara 

cormnodlties. (Capi ta l i s t marfcet mechanisms 

Involve tha way in which commodities ere 

exchanged, are bought and s o l d ) . ih-lle a 

commodity must have some use. and f u l f i l 

some need, i t should be noted that needs 

themselves are not s t a t i c , and can be 

a r t i f i c i a l l y cramtfjd. This i s one of the 

functions of advertis ing - to create needs. 

Need* ere thus s o c i a l l y determined, and can 

be created and manipulated by advert is ing , the 

media, soc ia l i sa t i on procssses , e tc . 

But i f the bas i s of tha commodity i s that 

i t can be bought and sold (exchanged), then a l l 

commodities must have at least one feature in 

common. Unless t h i s i s the c e s e , there i s no 

wey in which they can be compared with each other, 

and exchanged. For example, 1 motor car might 

be equal to 20 tables; while 20 tables might 

equal i a truck. But i f these commodities are 

to be compered end exchanged for each other* they 

must have something in common apart from their 

physical features and general use . (How, af ter 

a l l , can one real ly compare a table and a car? 

I t cannot be on the bas i s of the way they look, 

or the uses they have. There must be something 

apart from use , appearance or physical properties 

which they share in common). 

You might want to say that one compares 

commodities in terms of the ir p r i c e s : th i s 

would be a common sense answer, but as 

suggested e a r l i e r , things are not always ae they 

seam to be. 'Common sense' can often be 

nothing more than a commonly-held error! 

It might be true that 

i f 1 car coats R1 000 

and 1 table cos t s R10 

than 1 car - 100 t a b l e s . 

But th i s does not explain how i t comes about 

that the price of a car i s the same as 10Q 

tables . Why do cars and tables exchange in 

the ra t io of 1:100? *e s t i l l have to find 

something which a l l connodl-tles have in common 

which enable them to be exchanged, or to be 

equal to each other in certa in proportions or 

r a t i o s . 
• 

2 . HWAN LABOUfl AND LABOUR-TIME 

HE have now estebl lshed that commodities are 

goods which are produced for exchange! rather 

than for the use (consumption) of the producer. 

However, i f commodities are to be exchanged, 

there must be some way of comparing them to 

eech other. Conwodltles must have eome general 

common feature which es tabl i shes a relat ionship 

of poaelble exchange between them. This ccwweon 

feature cannot re late to the physical 

charac ter i s t i c s and use of the commodities, 

because these axe t o t a l l y di f ferent for eech 

cowmiodity. 

All commodities share the feeture of being 

products of human labour. They are producad by 
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people working on raw materiels with machinery 

and t o o l s . The way in which the labour 

expended in the production of a commodity i s 

measured i s through labour-time. Each and 

evsry commodity i s producad in a spec i f i c 

period of time, be i t e minute, an hour or a 

f u l l day. It i s the amount of time which i t 

takes to produce a commodity that enables 

diss imi lar commodities to be compared and 

exchanged. 

For example, when we say that 

1 car * 100 tables 

we ere ec tue l ly saying that 100 tables can 

be made in the time that i t takes to produce ( 

1 car . I t i s the length" of labour-time needed 

to produce the various commodities thmt i s 

being compared, rather than the actual commodities 

themselves. 

But, you may say, t h i s cannot be sol For 

i t would moan thmt i f worker A took 1 hour to 

produce a tab le , while wonker B took 1( hours 

to produce the same sort of table , the second 

table would be more valuable than the f i r s t . 

This c lear ly cannot be the case , for i t would 

mean that the slowest, l eas t e f f i c i e n t workers 

produced the most valuable commodities. 

This object ion i s quite r ight . It i s not 

tha passing of actual time which i s the basis 

of labour-time; i t l a not the reel time which 

i t takes to produce a commodity which i s 

Important, but the time which i t should, 

on average 1 take to make. For any commodity 

thwre i s a oerlod of time which i s considered 

average or 'normel* for i t s production. Thus, 

i f the average time for the production of a 

V* Beetle motor car i s 1} days, th i s i s tha 

labours-time which represents the value of that 

car in exchange. It doaa not matter i f , in 

actual fac t , one part icular car takes t or 2 

days t o produce: in exchange, in buying and 
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s a i l i n g , i t w i l l oe p m m d t h a t tha car took 

l i days of l a b o u r - t i a e t o a e k e . I t w i l l than ba 

equal t o any othar commodity, o r nuaber of 

I commodities, ehich took t | days l a b o u r - t i a e 

on average to produce. 

80 ; 

1 a o t o r car t a k e s on average 10 hours t o produce. 

1 t a b l a takes on average 1 hour t o produce. 

Tharafora \ a o t o r car • 10 t a b l e s • 10 hour* o f 

avaraga labour t i a a . 

Tha f a c t t h a t t h a car may have takan 11 

houra t o make, and aach of tha t a b l a a 65 a i n u t e s , 

does not a f f e c t t h e i r exchange r a i a t l o n a h l p , 

Thia l a because, i n speaking of l a b o u r - t i m e , on* 

i s r e f e r r i n g t o tha avaraga aaount of t i a a I t 

takaa t o produce a commodity under avarage 

c o n d i t i o n s o f v o x * . (And because t h i a average 

l a e s t a b l i s h e d I n changing c i rcumstances, 1% 

too can and doaa changa dapandlng on t h a nature 

j o f aach inary ba lng used , tha l a v a l o f s k i l l 

i n v o l v e d , t h a spaed a t ahlch * c r * e r s a r s 

expected t o produce, a t e ) . Baoausa t h i s 

avaraga l a e s t a b l i s h e d through tha o p e r a t i o n 

of a aho la a a r l a a of a o c i a t a l f a c t o r s , i t 1 * 

I r a f a r r a d t o as s o c i a l l y nacaasary l a b o u r -

t i a e . ' S o c i a l l y nacaasary 1 can ba takan i n 

t h a w idast aanaa t o aaan ' i n t h a ganara l 

c o n d i t i o n s app ly ing i n a p a r t i c u l a r s o c i e t y * . 

Tha not ion of s o c i a l l y - n e c e s s a r y l a b o u r - t l a * 

s a t s an avaraga l a v a l o f product ive a c t i v i t y , 

i g n o r i n g any 'wasted ' l abour - t ime spant , i n 

coaoar lson w i t h t h a amount of t ime o thars use 

I n producing t h a seme product . 
1 Commodities a r a t h a r a f o r a producad f o r 

exchange ( t o ba bought and s o l d ) . Thay auet 

hava a usa o r f u n c t i o n o r a l a a thay aould ngt 

ba bought. But t h a l r usa and phys ica l f a a t u r e a 

a r a not t h a b a s i s of tha say thay a r a axch*nged. 

T h a i r axchanga v a l u a , or tha aay i n ah lch 

commodities a r a compared f o r t h a purposas of 

buying and s a i l i n g , i s basad on tha avaraga , 

s o c i a l l y nacaasary amount of t lma I t takaa t o 

maka a commodity. This t i m e , known as 

l a b o u r - t i m e , l a not tha saae as t h a a c t u a l 

t lma ahlch p r o d u c t i o n takes : i t l a decided 

upon i n tanss o f avaraga c o n d i t i o n s of 

product ion (speed of work, e a c h i n a r y , 

s k i l l , amount of s o r t i n v o l v e d , a t e ) . 

Tha average aaount o f l a b o u r - t i m e i n v o l v e d 

i n t h a product ion of c o a a o d l t i e e i a tha aaasura 

by ahlch c o a a o d l t l a s a r a compared. One can say 

t h a t tha valua of any coawiodity I s basad on 

tha amount o f tim« which i t takes (under 

avaraga c o n d i t i o n s ) to produce t h a t coaaod l ty . 

3 , LAeQUK-POaEa: A SPECIAL COMJUOOITY 

I T has now bean a a t a b l l a h a d t h a t commodities 

a r e those goods producad f o r exchange through 

t h a mechanisa o f t h e marke t ; i t haa f u r t h e r 

bean shown t h a t c o a a o d l t l a s hava two Major 

f e a t u r e s , l a a o r a c t i c a l u s a , and an exchange 

v a l u a . Tha exchange v a l u e , which i s t h a 

r e l a t i o n s h i p o f c o a a o d l t l a s t o aach other i n 

buying and s a i l i n g , i s based on s o c i a l l y 

necessary l a b o u r - t i m a , t h a t l a , tha aaount 

o f t l a a i t takes t o produce the coaaod l ty 

undar avarage c o n d i t i o n s . 

Most commodities hava a p h y e l c a l presence, 

and can be seen and touched. A t a b l a i a an 

o b j e c t ahlch can ba p e r c e i v e d , a l though ona cannot 

' sea* tha f a c t t h a t l t a </alue i a based on 

L a b o u r - t i n . But t h e r e i a one very important 

coaaodl ty which cannot be seen, a l though i t 

I s subject t o t h e same r u l a a as o t h e r c o a a o d l t l a s : 

i t i e produced f o r exchange I n the market , i t hee 

both a usa and exchange v a l u a , and i t a v a l u a I s 

baaed on t h e average t lma taken t o produce I t . 

T h i a i a tha coaaod l ty labour-power* 

Labour-power, put s i a p l y , i s the c a p a c i t y 

t o work p r o d u c t i v e l y . A l l l n d l v l d u a l e have t h i s 

c a p a c i t y and , as such, thay own t h a i r l a b o u r -

power. I t i a not t h e saaa es a c t u a l labour 

( l a work I t s e l f ) , but i s r a t h e r tha c a p a c i t y 

o r p o t e n t i a l t o p a r f o r a l a b o u r . Under a 

c a p i t a l i s t s y a t a a , labour^poear becoaes a 

coaaod l ty , and l e bought and sold i n the 

a a r k e t p l a c e . I n concrete t a r n s , t h i s i n v o l v e s 

people s a i l i n g t h a i r c a p a c i t y o r o o t e n t i a l t o 

work t o ano thar . Th ia c a p a c i t y , o r l a b o u r -

oower, i a s o l d f o r a wage. I t l a workers who 

a a l l t h a i r c a p a c i t y t o eortc t o tha eap loyera , 

( c a p i t a l i s t s ) . 

I t I s f a i r l y d i f f i c u l t t o understand t h a t 

labour-power as a coaaodl ty belongs t o an 

owner. Th ia i s beacuse labour-power can navar 

ba separated f r o a i t s o e n * r . The c a p a c i t y to 

work on ly e x i e t e as long * * i t l a i n a r e l a t i v e l y 

h e a l t h y , ab le -bod ied person. Ae eoon aa t h a 

owner of labour-power i s o l d , s e r i o u e l y i l l , 

or dead , t h a c a p a c i t y t o work no longer 

e x i s t s , and i s no longer present as a c o a a o d l t y . 

Workers thus own a coaaodl ty - labour 

power - which i s t h e i r c a p a c i t y t o work. 

This coaaodl ty i s sold t o c a p i t a l i s t s i n r e t u r n 

f o r a wage. The wage represen ts t h a v a l u a o f 

t h e coaaod l ty . and l a t o ba understood I n the 

save way as t h e exchange v a l u a o f a l l o t h e r 

c o a a o d l t l a s : t h a t i s , the amount o f t ime 

s o c i a l l y nacaasary, on avarage , t o produce t h e 

coaaodl ty* 

I n the caae o f labour-power , t h a owner and 

t h e coaaodl ty cannot be aspera ted , and t h e 

product ion of the commodity i n v o l v e * tha 

aa ln tenanee of a r e l a t i v e l y h e a l t h y , l i v i n g 

worker . The product ion and reproduct ion of 

labour-powar thus invo lves t h a aa intenanca o f 

t h a owner of labour-power ( t h e e o r k e r ) . Thia 

aa intenanca of tha worker i n v o l v e s a c e r t a i n 

bas ic a l n i a u a of f o o d , c l o t h i n g , s h e l t e r , e t c . 

The v a l u e of the commodity labour-power I s 



therefore the tvtrage labour-time necessary 

to produce those goods wnlch arc needwd to 

maintain the worker. 

Put another way, the emount of time 

involved in the production of those rg— petition 

consumed by the worker in order to survive i s 

the measure of the exchange velue of labour-

power. ( I t must, however, be remembered that 

what i s needed to survive i s not constant! but 

chengea in different circumstances. I f the 

working c l a s s i s strong and organised, i t may be 

able to increase whet i s considered to be 

suf f i c ient to l i v e on; i f the workers are teak, 

the c a p i t a l i s t s ere able to loeer the average 

survival consumption of workers). 

Labour-power i s thus a commodity l ike %ny 

other: i t i s produced for exchange, end has 

J both a use and exchange value. I t s exchange 

velue i s based on the amount of average time 

necessary for i t s production and maintenance. 

Sut labour-power, the capacity to produce goods 

through wording, has one Quality which no other 

- commodity has: human labour can produce 

new value. Labour-power has the capacity to 

add value in production* Thie i s the spec i f i c 

use of labour-power to the c a p i t a l i s t , i t I s 

why he/she buys It in return for wages. The 

c o l l e c t i v e labQur-ptier of the working c lass 

i s the bas i s of a l l new value produced under the 
i 

c c a p i t a l i s t economic system. Labour-power i s able 

to prcdjcc_^jre then l ta own value. 

to have elrmedy noted that the value of 

labour-power i s to be seen in the same way e s 

any other commodity: that i s , by th* average 

labour-time needed to produce those Commodities 

necessary for the production and maintenance 

of the owners of labour-s>ower (the working 

c l e s s ) . 'Necessary* here means s o c i a l l y 

necessary, but what i s considered as necessary 

changes in different circumstances. The value of 
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labour-power includes a number of di f ferent 

components, which change depending on the 

soc ia l circumstances of soc ie ty . 

It goes without seylng that to ex i s t and 
reproduce i t s e l f labour-power requires the 
workers to be fed, clothed and sheltered 
from the elements, to be cared for ehmn i l l , 
to have transport to and from the factory, 
e t c . In br ie f , the production and 
maintenance of labour-power requires means 
of subsistence t the ^alue of which 
represents the value of 1ebour-power. The 
expression 'means of subsistence* must be 

* widely interpreted. Thus the dey w i l l come 
when the marker i s too old to work, end w i l l 
have to be replaced tty h i s or her children. 
The mmans of subsistence have, therefore, to 
be epplied to the worlter end the worker's 
family ( j a l e e , 1977:28). 

As explained e a r l i e r , 'means of subsistence*, 

l ike 'velue of labour-pawen*, change in dif ferent 

circumstances, depending on spec i f ic h i s tor ica l 

s i t u a t i o n s , . t b e re la t ive power of the c a p i t a l i s t 

and working c l a s s e s , the sort of government in 

[>ower, e t c . 

* . A NOTE ON T>C MEOIUH OF EXCHWGE - MONEY 

COimlQOITIES cen be compared end exchanged becauae 

they share one Important feature: they ere e l l 

products of human labour. As such, the ir bes i s 

of comparison and exchange i s human labour* 

In a simple s i tuat ion of commodity exchange, 

any commodity could be exchanged for enother. 

For example, suppose 

1 bag of mealie meel - 2 kg sugar * J a record 

( a l l of them representing 1 hour of average 

labour-time)- In that case, one could swop 

2 begs of mealie meal for 1 record. Sut when 

commodity exchange becomes more complicated, 

with- more 9f^ more commodities being produced. 

i t i s obviously imposelble to swop one commodity 

d i r e c t l y for another as a general way of buying 

end s e l l i n g . This i s where money comes i n . 

Honey i s really nothing more than a 

representetive of uni ts of labour—time* In 

our previous exemple 

i bag of mealie meal =• 2kg sugar • i a record 

becauu each of these commodities represented 

1 hout- of average (or soc ia l ly necessary) 

labouh^time, 
f"cr general commodity exchange, one commodity 

i s needed to represent uni ts of labour-time, 

so that a l l other commodities can be compared 

to Ju»t one commodity. This one commodity to 

be used as a besis of exchange could i n theory 

be e taos t anything - tables , maize, recorde, 

books. But p r a c t i c a l l y , i t must be long- leat lng, 

tough and manageable es a u n i t o f exchange. For 

largely h i s tor ica l reasons, gold ang s i l v e r were 

choseh as the bes ic commodities age ins t which 

e l l other commodities are to be exchanged. 
f'ar the almoat unlimited number of 
commodities in the merket to be exchanged 
•imply end quickly, i t eae necessary to 
find e s ingle commodity which would serve 
ma a universal intermediary, playing the 
role of general aquivelent for e l l other 
tcmmmtltlea. Gold and s i l v e r quickly 
tame to the fore aa general equivalents , 
not because of any mysterious or super­
natural p r o p e r t i e s but because, while 
being commodities l i k e any other, they 
bosaess certa in essent ia l physical qumlltiee 
to e Greater degree: they do not deter iorate , 
they have loe weight and volume in 
proportion to velue, end they are easy to 
Identify and subdivide {Jaime, f»77;2$). 

The velue of gold and s i l v e r , l ike a l l 

other commodities, i s determined by the amount 

of soc ia l ly necessary labour-time to produce 

( i n thia case mine) thee. 

Thus, as in our e a r l i e r example, 

l bag meelie meel - 2kg sugar - } i record 

• 1 hour labour-time • 1 millgiamma of gold. 

Gold thus became, with s i l v e r , the uffivereel 

medium of exchange, the commodity against which 

a l l other commodities are compered in terms of 

the average labour-time necessary to produce 

them* As exchange developed, so money ( in the 

form of notes end coine) came to represent 
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g o l d , and tie used as tha accepted way Qf 

buying and B e l l i n g c c r w c d i t i e s . 

I n summery, money can be w a n « t 

represent ing g o l d , the u n i v e r s a l commodity 

against which a l l o ther commodities a r e 

compared and exchanged. Aa such, money i e beat 

understood aa r e p r e s e n t i n g u n i t s of l a b o u r - t i m e , 

through which commodities a r e exchanged, 

. • . T h e vo lue of a commodity cannot D « 
measured i n p r a c t i c a l t e n t s . . . .Tha v e l u e 
of a g iven weight o f Dread cannot be 
a b s o l u t e l y de te rmined . I t i s not poss ib le 
t o soy t h a t such value i e conta ined I n the 
breed; i t can on ly ba expressed i n r e l a t i o n 
t o t h a t o f one o r more o t h e r c o m m o d i t l e e . . . 
(V)han a l o a f o f bread i s exchanged f o r 
a hundred sheets of paper , bread expresses 
tha value o f t h e paper and v i c e v e r t a r 
v a l u e can on ly ba formulated through a 

. r e l a t i o n s h i p of equ iva lence 
t j a l e e , 1 9 7 7 : 2 0 - 2 1 ) . 

The money fone tentfe to hide the rea l i ty of 

exchange: i t appear* that commodities arm 

* be ing exchanged f o r money when i n f a c t money 

r e a l l y represente u n i t s o f l a b o u r - t i n e . Honey 
I 

tends t o h ide t h e f e e t t h a t when commodities « r » 
• 

exchanged, i t i s r e a l l y t h e labour of workers 

; which i a be ing bought and o o l d . « t h monoy 

be ing used as a b a s i s of SKChange, t h e buying 
s and s e l l i n g of cemsmodities appears t o i n v o l v e a 

I r e l a t i o n s h i p between th ings (money anQ 

I commodi t ies) . However, our a n a l y s i s a l l o w s us 

t o see t h a t exchange i s r e a l l y the buying and 

s a i l i n g o f the labour Involved i n producing 

; commodit ies. Exchange i s thus a r e l a t i o n s h i p 

between people ( t h e i r l a b o u r ) r a t h e r than between 
i 

. things. 

^ Tha wey i n eh ich exchange appears to 

i n v o l v e t h i n g s , but r e a l l y invo lves s o c i a l 

r e l a t i o n s , i s ono example where appearances 

a r e d e c e p t i v e and one needs t o go beyond 

I 'common sense1 t o understand how tha 

economy works. 

5. THE SA5IS CF PROFIT IN THE CAPITALIST ECONQUr 

LET us n o * look at the way nee commodities a r e 

produced i n c a p i t a l i s t s o c i e t y . Put s i m p l y , 

t h e c a p i t a l i s t uses money t o buy two e s s e n t i a l 

commodities f o r p roduc t ion : labour-power and 

means of p r o d u c t i o n . By means of product ion we 

mean 

on the one hand u s e f u l m a t e r i a l a from 
n a t u r a l sourcms; m i n e r a l s , c o a l , pe t ro leum, 
wood, wa te r , e t c : , and on t h a o t h e r hand 
the instruments o f p r o d u c t i o n : t o o l s , 
machinery t end i n c r e a s i n g l y advanced 
aQulpmont which makes i t p o s s i b l e t o ' 
e x t r a c t o r h a r v e s t u s e f u l n a t u r a l m a t e r i a l s , 
and than t o t r a n s p o r t and i n d u s t r i a l l y 
t ransform them ( J e U e , 1 9 7 7 : 1 0 ) . 

8oth of these commodities - labour-power 

and means of product ion - a r e a b s o l u t e l y 

e s s e n t i a l f o r product ion t o t a k e p l a c e . Only 

t h e marking c l a s s * owning labour -power, can 

make e f a c t o r y f u n c t i o n . But w i thout the 

f a c t o r y and equipment, workers cannot produce 

commodities e i t h e r . 

A f t e r purcheaing both labour-power and 

means o f p r o d u c t i o n , t h e c a p i t a l l a t then Joins 

them i n product ion • and I n t h i s product ion 

process a new commodity, d i f f e r e n t from both 

labour-power and the means of production used, 

i s mads. The v a l u e of t h i s new commodity i s 

g r e a t e r than the .va lue of t h a means of product ion 

and labour-power uaed up i n i t s making - and hence 

the c a p i t a l i s t i s a b l e t o s e l l i t f o r more 

money than he o r i g i n a l l y l a i d out f o r 

the means of product ion and labour-power . 

This a d d i t i o n a l money i s c a p i t a l l a t p r o f i t . 

Tha process descr ibed above can be 

represented i n the f o l l o w i n g way: 

u - cj£ ... P . . . c - i r 

where U i s the i n i t i e l money advanced t o buy 

C up* w n l c h * r e the commodities labour-power (LP) 

and means of product ion (MP) . 

These commodities a r e then* combined i n a 

product ion process ( P ) , and t h e r e s u l t l a 

C* - a new commodity of g r e a t e r va lue then t h e 

v a l u e of HP and LP. F i n a l l y , C i s s o l d f o r 

U 1 - a g r e a t e r amount than t h e 

omount of money ( u ) i n i t i a l l y advanced. 

Tha d i f f e r e n c e between U< end U i s c a p i t a l i s t 

p r o f i t . 

How whirs does t h i s p r o f i t come from? 

The on ly may i n which nee value i e added i n 

product ion i s through t h e uaa of labour-power . 

So i n t h e Product ion procees ( P ) , i n which t h a 

new commodity [ C 1 } i s made, new value i s 

c r e a t e d , and t h i s new velua forms the basis o f 

c a p i t a l i s t p r o f i t . 

But how i s I t t h a t the value of t h e new 

commodity i s g r e a t e r then the value of the 

labour-pgnPr a^d means of product ion used up 

i n making i t ? To e x p l a i n t h i s , am must go back 

t o t h e i d e a of l a b o u r - t i m e , i e t h e l e n g t h o f 

timrn i n eh ich work i s a c t u a l l y performed by 

t h e working c l a s s -

Imagine t h a t t h i s block below represents 

t h e length o f the working dey ( t h a t ime i n which 

commodit ies, and value*, a r e produced) : 

time In which value i s produced 

of working day 

Dur ing the course o f t h e working day . the 
* 

working c l a s s has t o produca s u f f i c i e n t velum 

t o cover t h e v a l u e o f i t s own labour-power , ehich 

i s p a i d t o i t as wages when the c a p i t a l l a t 

purchases labour-power . So d u r i n g p a r t o f t h e 



wording day the wording c l a s s la e f f e c t i v e l y 

producing the value of i t s own wages. 

[ _ time in which valua I s produced —J 

time in which •orbing c lass 
produces value of i t labour 
power ^ 

f̂ — length of sorting day — I 

This period of tha worfcing day i s ca l l ed 

necessary labour time, in that i t I s the time 

in which the wording c l a s s produces value 

eoual to the value of goods necessary for i t s 

subsistence end maintenance of i t s labour-power. 

I f the working day ended at that period, then 

there eould be no prof i t far the c a p i t a l i s t 

c l a s s . The value of the labour-power and 

aeons of production consumed in creating the 

value of the nee coemodlty eould be the sane. 

In that case, W and U* eould be equal t and 

there eould be no prof i t for the c a p i t a l i s t 

c l a s s . 

But as our diagreet indicates* the working 

day i s divided into too parts , and during the 

second sect ion workers are producing nee value 

s o l e l y for the benefit of the c a p i t a l i s t c l a s s . 

This i s any i t i s c e l l e d surplus (or addit ional ) 

value: i t i s volua produced in the t ine worked 

once the workers have already produced value 

equivalent to their own subsistence needs. 

This time i s ca l l ed surplus labour tima. 

necessary labour-time 
(N) 

surplus 
labour-time 

(s) 
velue of labour-power surplus vslu* 
produced produced 

N, necessary labour time, i s the period in which 

the wording c l a s s produces the value of i t s 

own wages; S, surplus labour time, i s the 

period in which the warding c l s s e produces 

surplus value. Surplus value i s the bas i s 

of c a p i t a l i s t pro f i t , a s well es other 

expenses necessary to the Maintenance of a 

c a p i t a l i s t order. 

This, then, i s the bas i s of c a p i t a l i s t 

prof i t i the c a p i t a l i s t c l a s s has the poeer 

to force the wording c l e s s to work longer 

then i s necessary to reproduce i t s oen 

labour-oower. Having bought labour-power at 

i t s velue. the c e p l t a l l s t c l a s s i s abla to 

obtain actual labour for a parlod longer than 

i s necessary for the wording c l e s s to reproduce 

I t s e l f . The value produced in th i s additional 

time, surplus labour t ime ,* i s taken over by tha 

c a p i t a l i s t c l a s s as surplus velue, and th i s i s 

the eey in which c a p i t a l i s t s exploi t mortars -

they l iva off the p r o f i t s frost the ir labour. 

Exploitation i s thus a re lat ionship involving 

the taking over of the velue produced by the 

working c l a s s during surplus labour t i n e . 

6 . CONCLUSION 

«E hove now explored s o n aspects of the 

c a p i t a l i s t econowy. By starting with the 

commodity, we have been able to understand where 

prof i t comes from in a c a p i t a l i s t soc ie ty , 

end whet exploitat ion i s . Be have a l s o seen 

that money i s real ly no more than a medium 

through which commodities are bought and so ld , 

are exchanged. 

Gy abstracting from spec i f ic c a p i t a l i s t 

economies, we have been eb le to uncover a set 

of ^jsry important re la t ions and processes in 

soc iaty . Starting with the simple, abstract 

idea of the commodity, we hava been led on to 

exchange, labour-time, labour power, money, 

and f i n a l l y , the bas i s of c e p l t a l l s t profit 

(the surplus value produced in surplus labour 

t ine). 
me have seen how vmry important aspects 

of the c a p i t a l i s t economy wort in the abstract . 

But to bring these abstract ideas c losar to 

real c a p i t a l i s t s o c i e t i e s , we have t o make the 

ebstract more concrete, *e have to one ehet 

other factors and processes must be added to 

the ebove analys i s to be abla to understand a 

specif ic sociaty* 

The next part of th la sarlaa wi l l deel with 

some of the re lat ions and forces which nust be 

added to what has been discussed above in order 

t o bring the abstract c loser to the concrete* 

GT 
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I PROMISES AND 
PASSES 

m * ^ » * mm 

-Or Koornhof h i t hslpad tha paopla of 
Croaaroads, lot hiw hslp us too" - man 
arraatad for squatting i l l s g a l l y naar 
Crossroads* 

QN tha 22nd May, 1961, SB csopla, M l n l y — I I , 

aara daportad t a tha Ciakal and tha Tranafcal. 

Thay aara part of a group of paopla aho had baan 

avictad froa aqutttar caapa In Hout Bay and Tabla 

Vlaa In tha alntar of I960. 

[ Thay had baan givan taaporary accomodation 

a t tha Zonaa and tmrraoka I n Langa. During aar ly 

A p r i l , 1981* thay vara avictsd t o aafca aay for 

tha barracfca t o ba convartad In to family housing, 

f o r thoaa ' l a g a l l y ' i n tha Capa Panlnaula. 

Thay movad to church proparty in tha toananl&s-

A month l a t s r thay had to aova on a * tha atratchaa 

church f a c l l l t i s s could not copa* Thay sarchad 

t o Croaaroads and, without consulting tha 

Croasroads paopls. sat up t h a i r inadaquata 

I sha l tars . 

A 1sttar of Sppsal aant ttxm tha l l a i t a d 

| community and church aorkars support c o w l t t a a 

t o Or Koornhof, raQuasting halp. Tha support 

f o r tha aquattars aaa not broad basad. I t caaa 

| f roa thoaa indiv iduals , church and coaaurdty 

aorkara, aho had had contacts a l th tha Hout Bay 

and Tabla Vlaa cosaunlt lss. than tha paopla 

amjaaracl on tha Lansdoana fload slda of Crossroads, 

cosaunlty and coaalttaa aaabara of Crossroada 

aara confusad as thay had not baan lnforaad 

I
that tha psopls aould ba waving i n . 

I n Ola Burgar, of 23 Hay, 1981, Or 

Koornhof l a rsportad to hava said that no nmm 

squattara i n tha Panlnaula aould ba to lara tad . 

Etghty- f lva aoaan and chl ldran aould ba daportad 

* 

back to tha *black s t a t a s ' . Tha Hln lstar aald 

that i t aaa hla duty to protact afr lcans Isga l ly 

In tha araa, and ha aould aaa that tha strongaat 

action aas tafcan agalnat l l l a g a l squattara i n tha 

fu tura . 

On 26th May 200 Ougulatu raaldants plsdgad 

halp f o r thoaa strandad i n Croaaroads. 

On tha 27th Hay ths Crossroads Exacutiva 

announcad that I t aas 'strongly oppossd* to tha 

a r r i v a l of about 60 van avlctad from tha Langs 

barracfca. ' I t l a ay duty to aaa that nobody 

l a alloaad to put up nsa shacks in Croaaroads* 

I f thaaa paopla don't aant to nova, I think tha 

Adnlnlstrat lon Board w i l l hava to daal v l t h t h a n ' , 

tha Chairman ass raportad to hava H i d . 

Uaatlnga aara ha ld , prayar aarvlcaa aara 

oryanlsad, thara aara church paopla coaing I n . and 

tha tsnalon aountsd. 

Tha Crossroads paopla had not baan consul tad. 

Croaaroads faarad that tha i r agraamant v l th Dr 

Koornhof aould ba jaoparalaad, par t i cu la r ly for 

thosa aho had not yat baan ' ragular lasd 1 , Tha 

flanaral ccs-aunity lookad at tha Comnittaa as 

though thay had mada arrangaaants and not 

consul tad a l th tha aidar coamunlty. 

On tha 27th tfay 30 daportad aoaan ratumad 

froa tha Ciakal . Thay a r r lvad in Crossroads 

a t 0aho9, and aara arrastad soon a f te r . This 

act ion raadndad tha Crossroads psopls of tha i r 

pravious posi t ion, Thay adrairad tha bravary 

and datamlnat ion of tha aoaan, but ahan ona 

of tha ratumaas raouastad shaltar and cooking 

spaca froa a Crossroads aonan, aha rafusad 

bacauss aha aas so aorr iad and confuaad. 

Thara aaa l l t t l a toanship lnvolvaaant a t 

this atags - support coaing aalnly f r o * 

lndlv lduala , church and outslda soaan's groups. 

On tha 29th Hay tha tfastarn Provinca Council 

of Churchsa (aPCC) aat o f f i c i a l s of tha 

Paninaula Administration Board. Tha psopls aara 

proaisad taaporary accuaaodstion and paralaalon 

to stay a t anothar a i t a . Tha WCC raquaatad 

to aaat with Or Koornhof. 

Tha paopla rafusad to _l«ava Croaaroads, 

rafusing t o ba scrasnad a t ths ns* s l t a (KTC). 

On tha 10th Juna tha Chlaf toaalaaionar aaid: 
f 0on ' t bs hard haadad and fores aa to U M forca. 

X s t i l l M l n t a l n that aa can aolva th la problaw 

in a dacant and huaana a a y f . 

On 11th Juna tha Vlca-Chairaan of tha 

Croaaroads Coaalttaa aald that i t aaa not t rua 

that Crossroada rssldanta aara agalnat tha 

astt laaant of SO faadl iaa in t h a i r toanahtp. 

I t i s not claar aho gava tha paopla 

paraisslon to occupy tha land naxt to tha Kysnga 

off icaa of tha Paninauls Adalnlstrat ion Board. 

0 * Wth July 300 raaldants ami-chad t o thm 

Langa of f icaa of tha Adalnlstrat ion Board tq 

daaand accoaaodatlon and tha r igh t to ba In ths 

Panlnaula. 

On ISth July 700 raaldants aarchad to ths 

Nysnga of f icaa a l t h ths aaaa daaanda. Of f ic ia ls 

could not cops and cloaad tha o f f l e a s . 

Lata on tha nlgtit of tha 1Sth July 1 000 

hoaalasa psopla aovad on t o tha land bataaan 

Croaaroads and tha Nyanga of f icaa of tha Psnin-

auls AcHdnlstratlon Board (PAB) to Join tha tanga 

barracks psopls. 

Ths psopla aant to aouat, aaking thaaasivaa 

v i a i b l a , irwrtaad of l i v i n g i l l a g a l l y in ovs*~ 

croadad houaaa, lonaa, barracks, a te . Thay alactad 

a aaa l l coaai t tss . 

At 03h00 on 16th July tha PAB carrlad cut 

s hugs pass r a i d , arrast lng hundrsds of psopla. 

Tha psopls d id not r a a l s t . Thay aant in to ths 

vans singing. 

Thosa aho aara not arrastad asnt to ths 

Langa Courts l s ta r that somlng t o bs a l t h fr landa 

and r a l a t l v a a aho had basn arrastad. Thay aara 

jolnad by hundrada of township paopla. 
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Tha crowd aang and ofrsrwd thww*wlvwa up Tor 

a r ras t . Tha scan* M I raw/iniacant of tha 

Oaf lane* Cawpalgn. Taargaa was f i rdd at 0>a 

crowd outaida tfta Court* 

On 17th July anothar 140 paopla aara arraatad r 

again aalnly wnwwn. mtny wi t * ch l ld ran . Shaltara 

wara rwaovad and tha Chlwf D — l a > I — % Timo 

flazuldanhout, announcad on TV that ' i l l e g a l 

blacks1 I n tha araa wara withholding about 600 

housing unlta from ' Iwyal blacks ; t h a t tha 

housing wait ing I l a t for ' laga l blacks' a i 

2 300. 

Who vara thaaa paopla arraatad and squatting? 

Thay aara thoaa l i v i n g in croadad oondltlona 

in tha hostala* zonaa, f l a t s , othar paopla'a 

housas, and tha paopla of Croaaroada who had 

not baan *ragular iaad' I n t a n s of tha Koomhof 

catagorias. Hany hasalaaa paopla Jolnad in 

and squattad on tha vacant ground. I t bacaaa a 

sywtol for thoaa paopla without "r ights 1 to ba 

I n Capa Town. Paopla caaa back to tha a l t s 

a f t a r thay had baan rwwandad a t tha Court 

Tha night of tha 16th July ia« aany township 

paopla and outaida supportara hslplng t o aract 

ahal tara for tha paopla. Paopla f ros colourad 

and whlta araaa brought food, blar i tats and 

a a t a r l a l for sha l tar . Each day tha pol lca and 

PIC o f f i c i a l s raaovad tha aha l tars . I t ralnad 

non-atop. 

Tha Langa Courts wara ovar-crowdad. JJ Four la r 

Sanior Proaacutor, to ld a wcwwn chargad wi th 

balng • i l l a g a l l y ' i n tha araa, 'X supposa 

you alaap with a tflffarant wan avary n ight * , on 

bwjing to ld that aha had no ftxad addrvss. Ms 

also aald that 'only dorwtaya, cows and 

baboons d idn ' t nwwd t o carry ldant l ty docuaanta'. 

Thaaa coaasnta wara graatad with horror by many, 

Including tha National Party l§* f o r B a l l v l l l a . 

On tha 19th July a prayar sarvlca was 

supposad to taka p laca . As paopla stood around 

in tha ra in discussing tha avants of tha last faw 

daya, a nuwbar wara faa l lng dafaatad and a 

r»-think waa auggaatad. An ad hoc coaait taa i 

waa alactad to bring togathar outslda wupport 

groups and discuss stratagy. Tha aaating waa 

arrangad for Monday night . 

On Monday warning, thw 20th, a furthar 179 

paopla ( including X chl ldran) wara arraatad. 

Tha Chlaf Coawisslonar announcad that ha would 

anqulra In to tha rwamrka aada by tha Sanior 

Prosacutor. About 200 paopla wara s t i l l 

gatharad on thw opan ground, in api ta of tha r a i n . 

Crowds contlnuad to gathar a t tha Langa Xourta 

in s o l i d a r i t y . Ola Burgwr raportad that 

179 paopla wara arraatad singing fraadoa songs 

and giving tha 'black powar aa luta* , but th« paopla 

got in to tha pol lca vana w i l l i n g l y . 

Twanty-ona ccwwiunity organlaationa attandad 

aaating on Monday night . A ataaring coaaittaa 

alactad to contact othar organisations and 

work on at ratagias . Thay ca l lad f o r tha 

iawwjdiata and unconditional ralwasa of thoaa who 

had baan arraatad and for tha abol i t ion of thw 

pass law syataa (*«w fwal that th la Is tha i r land 

and thay should ba givwn a placa to stay hara * } . 

Oppoaltlon aookwapwoplw aupportad t h a i r atand and 

ca l lad on thw govsrnaant to stop t h a i r crual 

act ions. Thw SAIRR and chorchwa aadw stataaanta 

condwanlng thw ra ids . 

I t waa raportad that 1 134 paopla had baan 

arraatad ovar tha past waak at tha s i t s , but tha 

paopla aalntain thara ara mors than 2 000 in 
9 

Jail , 
On 21at July tha Tranaksl anvoy waa raportad 

to hava alaaaad ev ic t ions, and tha Sanior 

Proaacutor clalsawJ that ha hwd baan quotwd out 

of contaxt+ 

Twanty nlna aora sepjattars wara arrastwd 

i n tha fourth raid i n tha last www*. Twanty-four 

Tha Capa Town Cawasjnlty Council ca l lad on 

tha gowsrnaant t o scrap tha Colourad Labour 

Prwfaranca Pol icy . Tha Parliamentary tolwct 

Coaaittaa on Public Accounts rappad Adalniatrat lon 

Boards for inaf f ic iancy and owing a potent ia l 

aourca of raca f r i c t i o n . 

Tha dynaalcs in tha Crossroads cowawjnlty 

had baan changing ovar th la t U i . Thara waa an 

I n i t i a l ganaral awwtirg whan ' * • 1000 pwapla 

aovad onto tha land naxt to tha Nyange PA8 

o f f l ca . Tha aaasaga froa tha Croaaroada Executive 

was that tha cowaaaHty ahould not bacoaa lnvolvad 

bacauaa t h a i r caaaa wara balng pracaaaad. Hal * 

with food and shaltar C I M frow outaida. wtian 

soawi of tha naw a r r i v a l a approachad tha Exocutlva*' 

i t was agraad that acswjn and cftUdran ahould 

ba glvan sha l tar , but aaatkara of tha Executive 

f a i t trappad. 

Than tha ganaral Croaaroada coawejnity 

bacaaa involved as raaldanta. wara arraatad 

during tha r a i d s . Fawdly and fr landa found 

thaeealvea a t tha Langa Courts, no langar 

Croaaroada raaldanta, but v io t l aa of pass 

I l k a tha r a s t . 

At tha aaating of tha 21 cowurdty 

organlwationa, nalthar tha Croaaroada aoaa 

aan'a coaalttoas sant o f f i c i a l rapraaanUt lvas . 

I t way havw baan as thay had not had a chanca 

to aaat, tharafora had no aandata. Thay had 

dacldad not to bacoaa lnvolvad; Croaaroada 

pwopla wara balng 'procesead*. 

Slowly, aa tha a f fes ts of tha raids bwesas 

claar and tha nuta>ar of Croaarosds raaldanta who 

had not aanagad to gat thoasalvw* aurvayatf bacaaa 

v l e l b l a , tanalona aountad bwtwaan 

township paopla and tha Croaaroada* leadership aa 

tha foraar could not pndwrwtand thw raluctanca 

t o bacoaa lnvolvad. Thoaa who had kapt qulat 

during tha paat two yaara for faar of c r i t i c i s i n g 
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t h a Croaaroada ' a a t t l e e w f t ' mnt out and Joined 

those ca-p lng n t x t t o t h a PAB o f f i c e * . 5 O M 

taenehip paopla M o m t o aaa t h a d i f f i c u l t i e s 

o f t h a Croaaroada l a a d a r a . Othar c r i t i c l a a d 

thaa a a o t t o n a l l y . 

On tha 24th J u l y t h a Croaaroada aoavn'a 

coewi t taa came out i n support o f thoaa e v i c t e d 

and t r r t t U d . Tha a a n ' a c o a a i t t a a d i d U k a w i a a . 

At a ganara l a c t i n g I n Croaaroada on th« 2 0 t h 

J u l / , I t aaa dacldad t o aand an o f f i c i a l de legat ion 

t o tha naxt a i r p o r t group a o a t l n g , Tha chalxaan 

o f tha E x a c u t i v a exp la ined ahy thay had baan 

t o c a u t l o u a : t h o a a eho a r a be ing proce»ead 

ahould not J o i n tha o t h a r a u n t i l I t becwee c l e a r 

th« t m a y would not ba lnc ludad fcn t h a Ma* 

Croaaraada - r i g h t l y o r arongly they had agraad 

wi th t h a Koomhof proposals and u n t i l i t l a 

proved t h a t aoaa « r a l a f t out o f t h a ' d a a l 1 , thay 

ahould ba c a r e f u l , tteanehila, thay a a n t a d t o 

aake i t c l a a r t h a t thay aupportad t h a atand o f 

thoaa caav lng a t t h a Nyanga o f f l c a a , tha t thay 

aara aaara o f t h a confuaion eurroundlng t h a l r 

p o a l t i o n and t h a t thay eav i t aa a p r i o r i t y t o 

s o r t I t o u t . I t aaa not I n anyona'a i n t a r a a t e 

t o pro long t h a c o n f u a i o n . 

Othar l M u a a aara djacueaad a t t h a Croaaroada 

g a n a r a l f o o t i n g , I n c l u d i n g protoleea o v * r t h a 

achool a t t h a Maa Croaaraada. I t aaa dacldad 

t h a t on Monday, 2?th J u l y , c h l l d r a n and parante 

aould occupy t h a naa achool u n t i l thay had a 

e a t i a f a c t o r y aneeau f r o a tha Oapartaant o f 

Co-opara t lon and Oavalopaant . I t aaa * a i d t h a t 

thay aara going f o m r t , t h a t thay had a long 

aay t o go and t h a t t h a r * aaa no ond i n a i g h t f o r 

t h a e t r u g g l a , t h a t thay aara avan praperad t o go 

t o flobban I s l a n d t o g a t t h a l r l a a d a r a . 

La tar on tha 2 6 t h J u l y a a b a t i n g o f t h a 

support group aaa h o l d . Tha 21 o r g a n i s a t i o n s 

aara Joined by anothar 22 rapraaer r ta t i va bodies , 

inc lud ing eaabeia of tha Croaaroada aan-a and 

aoaana ccaai l t taoa ( a t t h a t l a a of a r l t l n g no 

f u r t h a r l n f e m o t i o n l a a v a i l a b l e ) . 

Parhapa i t l a too a a r l y t o aay t h a t t h a 

Cape Tom ccaaajnlty h M l a a m a d f r o a tha 

Croaaroada a x p a r l e n c a . C a r t a l n l y tha Croaaroada 

paopla a r a aaara o f t h a eefe lgul ty o f t h a l r 

p o a l t i o n . Thay ara seeking t o c l a r i f y t h a t laaua 

a l t h t h a r a a t o f t h a a f r i c a n paopla i n tha 

f e e t e r n Cape. 

Hoa t o t r a n a l a t a t h a daap concern t h a t moat 

hava f o r thoaa e o u a t t l n g d a f i a n t l y under buahaa 

i n tha »at win t a r aaa t h a r , i n t o p o l i t i c a l a c t i o n 

l a t h a b i g g a a t l a a u a f a c i n g t h a poopla t h e a a e l v a a 

and t h a 43 support a r g a n i e a t l o n e . Tha f a c t t h a t 

thay hava coaa togothar t o aupport t h a paopla 

n o t a r i a l l y and p o l i t i c a l l y . l a an la t ra r tan t f l r a t 

a t a p . 

WANTED 
FOUNOATIQN FOR EPUCATICW W T H PntPUCTIOH 

Naaly a a t a b l l a h a d i n t e r n a t i o n a l aduca t lona l 
Foundation haa v a c a n d a a f o r t h a poata of 
E d i t o r / w r i t e r and Pro jec t Orpan laa r . Tha 
Foundation haa baan a a t up t o proaota 
innovat ions I n e d u c a t i o n , a o r a a a p a c i a l l y 
i n U r i c i n g democratic educat iona l | u u g i a — a a 
t o a c o n o a u and s o c i a l a c t l v l t l a a of 
c o a a a j n l t l M . A p p l l c a n t a w i l l ba r a q u l r a d 
t o demonstrate an a o t l v a and ganulna 
i n t e r e s t I n educat ional innovat ions of t h l a 
n a t u r e , and emparlance) i n r e l e v a n t p rograaaee . 
Both poata « U 1 ba i n i t i a l l y baaad I n 
Botsaana. Tha d i r e c t o r o f tha Foundat ion 
l a P a t r i c k van Aanabuffl. 

Editor/Writer 

Tha Foundation l a p u b l l a h l n g a q u a r t e r l y 
J o u r n a l , a a a r l a a of aduca t lona l handbooks, 
aa a a l l aa teach ing n a t a r l a l . I t w i l l a l a o 
produce f i l a s , tapes and o t h a r a u d i o - v i s u a l 
a a t a r i a l a . Tha auccaaafu l a p p l i c a n t » i l l 
hava a background i n educa t iona l a r l t l n g 
and p u b l l a h l n g , and fcnovladga of o t h a r a a d l a . 
O r g a n ! a a t i o n a l a b i l i t y l a e a a e n t l a l aa tha 
holder o f t h l a poat a l l hava o v e r a l l 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r a a d l a p roduc t ion* Teaching 
exper ience an advantage. 

To aanaga a p roducer * f o o - o p a r a t l v a l i n k a d t o 
t h a FEP. Exper ience and i n t e r e s t i n 
aduca t lona l #or* and v o c a t i o n a l t r a i n i n g l i n k a d 
t o product ion d e s i r a b l e . Proven o r y e n i a a t l o n a l 
and aanagaaant a b i l i t y , a b i l i t y t o ga t on a l t h 
paopla and a b i l i t y t o p r o v i d e n o n - a u t h o r i t a r i a n 
leadership t o young paopla a e e a n t l a l . Knoaledga 
o f c o n t r a c t i o n and /o r h o r t i c u l t u r a an advantage. 

A p p l i c a t i o n ; tor' 
Foundation f o r Education a l t h . P r o d u c t i o n , 
PO Box 20906, 
Gaborone, 
BOTSWANA, 



CONSTELLATION 
OR BLACK HOLE 
IHTOQDUCTIQN 

OH t h e 22nd of N o w t n r , 197?, a conferance of 

s t a t e o f f i c i a l s , c a b i n e t m i n i s - e r s and r e p r e s e n t ­

a t i v e s o f . p r i m a r i l y , South A f r i c a n besad 

monopoly c a p i t a l ga tharad a t t h a t t a l l e s t 

ntcnu-ant t o c a p l t a i l s a i n A f r i c a I n t h * r i c h e s t 

c i t y ( f o r a f e » ) I n A f r i c a - Johannesburg* a 

C a r l t o n Cent ra * This g a t h e r i n g becea* kno»n J S 

t h a C a r l t o n Conference* 

Th* purpose o f t h a g a t h e r i n g * * * t o d iscuss 

Prima m i n i s t e r P f B o t h a ' s p l a n f o r c l o a a r 

lnvo lvacan t bataaan s t a t e and c a p i t a l , and 

B o t h * * * v a r i a t i o n on V o r a t w ' a a a r l i a r ' d e t e n t * ' 

e x e r e i s * . Th is v a r i a t i o n eas by noa knoan a t 

tha ldaa o f a ' c o n s t e l l a t i o n o f s t a t e s ' ( c o a ) . 

B r i a f i n g document* had baan c i r c u l a t e d , 

and Botha a a t t h a tona and thaaas a i t h an 

i n t r o d u c t o r y t a l k . A s e r i e s of t h a moat prominent 

c a p i t a l i s t s p raasn t than aach had a a h o r t say* 

Token blacks ( a c o l o u r a d , an I n d i a n , and an 

a f r i c a n ) wara t h r o a n i n * i t c o u l d h a r d l y ba 

a a l d tha t Sam Uotsuonyan*, JN fleddy, and P a t a r 

B e e r t * c a r r i e d tha economic c l o u t o f t h a o t h a r 

spaefcara. 

Banaath tha = l l c h * s t back-s lapp ing and 

g e n e r a l i t i e s t h a t «* rk such occasions, a faw 

concarns d i d emerge. Th is a r t i c l a t i l l e x t r a c t 

t h a most l a p o r t a n t o f thaaa and s i t u a t e than 

a i t h i n a southern A f r i c a n c o n t a c t . 

• M i s t h a S t a r navspapar 'a e d i t o r i a l o f 

a f a * aaafc* ago d lap layad t h a usual Ignorance 

a i t h regard t o s o c i a l i s m , I t d i d p o i n t t o ona of 

tha concarna of tha C a r l t o n Conferance. Says 

the e d i t o r ; 

tar* than a yaar ago , a t ehat aaa euppoaad 
t o ba a aatarahad conferance a t t h * C a r l t o n 
H o t e l , t h a Pr ime M i n i s t e r and l a a d i n g 
i n d u s t r i a l i s t s mad* a wOrenlteant t o frp% 
a n t a r p r l a a . 

Tha e d i t o r i a l than goes on t o quota Anglo -

Amer ican 1 * Dannie E t h * r e d g * easing t h a t s o c i a l i s m 

( » s t a t e Involvement i n the * c o n o m y ( l ) ) l a 

rampant i n South A f r i c a , and t h a t t h a l i t t l e 

c a p i t a l i s t t h a t l a arouna i e r a s t r i c t a d t o tha 

e h i t * p o p u l a t i o n . 

Tha e d i t o r i a l cont inues: 

Tha on ly raaaon t h a t Zimbmbv* has not 
f i n e l y f o l l o w e d t h * M a r x i s t U n a as Kr 

Mugabe hoped t o do l a t h a t c a p i t a l i s m i s so 
deap - roo tad . Black Zimbabweans ha*/* m i l l i o n * 
o f d o l l a r s l n v a e t a d i n f e r n s and i n t h e i r 
own businesses ( S t a r , Q 9 . 0 7 . 0 l ) . 

Tha same miss ionary z e a l , * i t h t h e teak be ing 

t o a a t a b l l a h c a p i t a l ! * * I n southern A f r i c a , 

marked the C a r l t o n Conference. Or e l s e , i f t h * 

c o n v e r t * a l ready e x i s t e d i n t h * c o u n t r i e s a i t h i n 

t h a a o u t h a m A f r i c a n r e g i o n , t o aneura t h a t 

nothing stood i n t h * amy of t h e i r c o n t r i b u t i o n * 

r o l l i n g i n t o t h a h igh p r i e s t s of c a p i t a l » based 

I n South A f r i c a . 

CONSTELLATION - A TWpeXLF T« aunty pvrft? 

BJ V0R6TE*, h a n f l y t h * image o f t h * t r a d i t i o n a l 

d i p l o m a t , * l t h h l a band o f I n f o scoundrels and 

'Lang Hendr lk - van dan B a r g t mad* t h a f i r s t 

se r ious s o r t i e s i n t o A f r i c a a f t e r many years o f 

N a t i o n a l P a r t y r u l e , shaking and greas ing palms 

* a thff/ * an t< * 

The i r focus eae not p r i m a r i l y southern A f r i c a , 

but r * t h * r anyone *ho * e s w i l l i n g opanly ( o r 

l ass opan ly ) t o r e c e i v e South A f r i c a * * aconoaic 

and (dubious) p o l i t i c a l p r * s a n c a . Th is eas 

c a l l e d ' d e t e n t e * , and eas supposed t o break 

South A f r i c a * e i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s o l a t i o n . Uany 

pagea of newspr int e e r * devoted t o t h i s 

ma^oeuvr*. 

1 
P i Botha, * i t h h i s l o n g - * t * n d i n g a l l l t a r y 

connect ions and advisers (Genera l Magnus "Asian 

had not yet b**n appointad t o t h * c a b i n e t ) , 

cemented through h i e year * as M i n i s t e r o f 

defence, had a v i s i o n of g rea te r d e f e n s i v e and 

l o g i s t i c a l r a t i o n a l i t y , aa d i s t i n c t f r o * t h a 

shady 'd iplomacy* o f Rhoodle and company* 

• F o r t r a s e aoutharn A f r i c a ' seemed t o ba 

Botha 's l i n e u n t i l h* eas p u l l e d up shara ly 

a t t h * 'Car l ton Conferance by Harry opoennateer 

(shoe* e i d e r I n t e r a c t s vould not * l l o * any novas 

t o conso l ida te and e i t h d r a * i n t o t h * planned 

southern A f r i c a n l a a g a r ) . 

ahera d i d i t s t a r t ? I n A p r i l . 1979, 

b s f o r * t h e P r l a * tflnistar's vo te i n p a r l i a m e n t , 

N a t i o n a l P a r t y n**spapara prepared t h * eay 

• i t b e d i t o r i a l s specu la t ing about ' t h * format ion 

of a Southern A f r i c a n b l o c " . The n*«*pap* r * ea rs 

s t i l l , a t tha t i m e , n a l u a l y c o n f i d a n t o f a 

Uuxorava v i c t o r y i n Zimbabea, and a a * t h a t country 

Join ing South A f r i c a and en independent rajei ibl* 
* 

i n such * b l o c . Th*y spofc* o f a 'gar r isoned 

5outh*rn Africa 1 , *nd *n *nt l -«arxls t a l l iance . 

Kan Oean of t h e Sunday T l * a a a p p a r a n t l y 

s h * r a d t h * a * a * P a r t y conf idancaa, and t o l d about 

tha c r e a t i o n of a Southern A f r i c a n aph*ra 
of co—on i n t e r e s t s t r e t c h i n g t o t h * Kunena 
and Zambezi r i v a r a , i n eh ich var ious s t a t a a 
would c o - o p a r s t * t o check t e r r o r i s e , t o 
speed economic development and t o th rash 
out n e * p o l i t i c a l r e l a t i o n s h i p s . 

Oean headed h i e p l a c e "Fortrasa South A f r i c a * 

(Sunday T i a a a , OB.Oe.TO). 

(Oean, no* managing e d i t o r o f the PCmt, 

has e l e e y s bsan s i l l i n g t o heap c r e d i t on anyth ing 

sa id i n Nat iona l P a r t y c i r c l e s l e f t o f Or T r *u r~ 

n l c h t , a p p a r a n t l y o p e r a t i n g i n t h a n a l v a b e l i e f 

t h a t s t a t e p o l i c y rasponds to pra ise ae • dog 

does t o a pa t on t h a head. Henca h l a l i s t i n g 

o f Koornhof 'a ' r a f o r a s ' I n t h a aaaa a r t i c l a as 

proof t h a t t h * s t a t e eas ser ious about t h l e 

http://Q9.07.0l
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m u t a t i v e ) , 

A f e e days l a t e r P» Botha mentioned t h e i d e e 

of « • C O M t o i l e t i o n of S t a t e s ' In h i e Prime 

M i n i s t e r ' s vote (Heneard, 1 9 . 0 d . 7 9 , c o l * 

4 4 5 8 - 9 ) . 

I t 1ft, of course , imposs ib l e t o s a k e 

c a t e g o r i c a l e tatements about tha d e t a i l s o f and 

mot ivat ion f o r tha ' c o n s t e l l a t i o n ' l d a a . 

Hoeever, i t does appear aa though i t e a s 

I n i t i a l l y (bafora tha Carlton Confaranca) 

perce ived pr imar i ly ( o r f l r a t l y ) in m i l i t a r y 

terma, aa a grouping of 'moderate' and 

' e n t i - e a r x l e t ' s t a t e s , flhere thara earn mantlon 

of aconcmilc development i t camm acroaa aa a 

nacaaa l ty t o s trengthen tha c o u n t r i e s involvad 

so much tha b a t t a r t o a i tha tand tha 'marxiat 

o n s l a u g h t ' . 

General llsgnue Helen, than a t l l l Chief of 

tha Dafanea F o r c e , aaa prominent i n p r e s s i n g tha 

coa l d a a , probably aa por t o f ' t o t a l s t r a t e g y * , 

another o f tha ca tch-phraae* i n i t i a t e d by him, 

Pff Botha s t a t e d t h i s aapec t q u i t e c l e a r l y 

b e f o r e tha Carl ton Conference: 

Ve a r e n o t prepared t o bo* b e f o r e t h e force 
of Russian imperia l i sm i n t h l a c o n s t e l l a t i o n 
of Southern Afr ican s t a t e s tha t ma hope f o r 
(ROM, 0 4 . 1 0 . 7 9 ) . 

The dey before t h e Carl ton Conference I t aaa 

reported tha t Uegnus stolen once a o r e def ined the 

c o s a s be ing ' n o n - m e r x l s t ' . 

The focua on a s t r u g g l e a g a i n s t a ' f o r e i g n 

marxlst i d e o l o g y ' and a m i l i t a r y and p o l i t i c a l 

threat a g a i n s t the s t a t e a s s t o s h i f t under t h e 

pressure of severa l of 5outh A f r i c a ' s b i g g e s t 

c a p i t a l i s t s . 

FRQM FQHTBE33 TO FREE ENTERPRISE 

TF£ Carl ton Confaranca, i n November, 19?9 t 

brought t h e v o i c e s o f c a p i t a l i s t ! d i r e c t l y a^d 

p u b l i c l y i n t o t h e formulat ion of s t a t e p o l i c y , 

etiat mere t h e most important themes? 

Teo c o n c e m e f ea tured most f requent ly in 

tha c o n t r i b u t l o n e : 

a. unemployment end p o l i t i c a l Ins tab i l i ty -

Anton Rupert earn thla aa the second 'problem* 

to ehich ha eantad at tent ion devoted. (The f i r s t 

aaa that of 'urtoan b lacks ' , and he prelsed the 

Urban Foundation for what i t mas doing in th i s 

regard). 

Rupert did not see the solution to unemploy­

ment lying e i t h monopoly capi ta l , but rather e i t h 

h i s proposed Small Bualneas Development Corporation 

(580C. See >IP 16:63). (Rupert quoted f igures 

that shoeed that in the USA, of 9 - a l l l l o n jobs 

created in the period 1969 to 1977, 3-artllion mere 

created by the s t a t e , 5 f - a l l l l o n by email 

businesses , and only ^-mill ion by the 1 000 

biggest c e p i t a l i s t concerns. In Japan 5-mil i lon 

small businesses employ 90% of tha population). 

This theme of unemployment end p o l i t i c a l 

i n s t a b i l i t y mss repeated by others , for example 

by Or PC Rouseau (Federale Volksbelegglngs) and 

by X van der Horet (Old mutual); 

b. That there e x i s t , or might In the future 

e x i s t , p o l i t i c a l boundaries to the operetlon 

Of ' f ree enterprise' (capital ism) in South Afrlce. 

This eas by far tha most important thee* 

re lat ing to cos during and since the Conference. 

Herry Oppenheimer set the tone as tha 

second speaker from the monopoly c a p i t a l i s t 

community: 

If business i s going t o be'eble t o play a 
real part, part icularly by inject ing capita l 
in to the s ta te s mhich surround us , then 
es 've got to knot that in these s ta te s 
the private enterprise eystem i s going to 
be maintained . . . Noea private enterprise 
rea l l y cannot help lit* a major may In 
these African s tates unleaa ee can achieve 
e condition mhere the making of prof i t s 
i s regarded as a normal and indeed desirable 
process, and It i s a l s o necessary to ensure 
that wnen. In these s t a t e s , contracts ^r% 
entered into between the Government and 
private business people, they ere s t r i c t l y 
observed by both s i d e s . 

Oppenheimer than referred t o the possible 

economic Implications of bentuetan Independence -

that It eas making 'business people much more 

eery of invest ing in tnose t err i tor i e s then mhen 

they mere an integral part of South Africa'-

that he then asked for eas that tha coe 

idea ensure the economic integration of southern 

Africa, never mind ehat the National Party manted 

to c e l l i t s p o l i t i c a l set -up: 

. . . i n the economic f i e l d ehat ma hM to 
envisage i s the establishment of an area 
in ehich there i e free movement across 
international boundaries of money, of goods 
and of people, and the establishment of 
a free enterprise zone, an area in ehich 
tha nones of fa ir taxation (making dum 
alloaance for tha d i f ferent conditions 
in the various countries) are agreed between 
the various countries concerned. And of 
BPuree ehat tha business people mant to 
knoe la that , i f for some reeson or another 
the ir undertaking la nationalized, they e l l l 
be compenaatad in a f a i r may . . . I t l a 
because ee have conditions l i k e th la in 
South Africa that our economy has prospered 
aa i t has ( s i c ) . 

(See, beloe, for e response from the s ta te 

s p e c i f i c a l l y to the problem mentioned by Oppen-

heiaar) . 

with e etab at the idee of 'en embattled 

fortress in e host U s morld', Oppenheimer 

ended h i s contribution, but th i s theme ems 

developed by meny others during the proceedings. 

Dennis Ethermdge, speaking as Preeident 

of the Chamber of Mines, reminded e l l that 

' in e primitive sense, there has been a conste l la­

tion of s ta t e s surrounding the mining industry 

for about a hundred years*. He eas referring to 

the labour supplying countries (thoee from . 

ehich the mines In South Africa have recruited 

labour to eoxk for thaa. Countries much ee 

Ualaei, Rhodesia, Mozambique. Lesotho, e t c ) . 

Etharedge's concern eas for 'the free 

movement of people (labourers) across borders'1 

The aines mould In any caae l i k e to go on 
dreeing labour from e s wide e sphere aa 
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pof i i fa l i ; i t a an lnouronco a p ^ n s t d i s ­
ruption of tho aort ao how hod quito 
rocontly - « 0 I oontlonod obout tho 
afelaalona and Uocawblcono* 

Ho oloo rojoctod tho Ida * of Naapplng up* 

Internal un—plo font by Locol rocrvtting ( l o 
* * * * 

recrui t ing within tho barttaro of South Afr ica 

to ooot tho f u l l roqulroMnto of tho » i n n ) : 

« • lock upon eouthern Afr ico oo o region 
ond the t reneferr lng of unemployment f rao 
on» place to onothor aoe*e to ^ to prooont 
no benef l ta eheteoevor. 

JG von dor Horet (Old Mutual) M i d thot big 

buoinooo M O booloolly eoking the ototo fa r 

too thingei 

o . 'orderly government'[ 

b . ' t o allow uo t o hovo pr ivate proper ty ' . 

Tho l a t t e r point brought tho nood to aefaguera] 

lnveatmenta i n tho bontuotono t o tho foroi 

X think oo ahould make o d e f i n i t e . e f f o r t 
to d o o r up tho unoortointy of pr ivoto 
ontorprioo i n our ( s i c ) not ional atotee, 
i n tho independent eelf-governing atateo 
ond not only cloor up tho quootion of 
pr ivoto oonoroMp but cloor up tha Question 
of tho qua l i ty of tho t l t i a . 

Von dor Horot epdca againat tho ' f ieqoaii tot lon 

of tho economy'* ond tho nood for *horaoniaotion 

of tho pracooooo of loo i n our adjoining a t a t e o * . 

Tho atoto wm I n o ooot d i r o c t ond 

unexpectedly public faohion baing to ld ahat tho 

l i a d t a aoro t o i t a grand p o l i t i c a l dealgne ond 

dreeme, and proaontod with i t a dutlaa t o 

c a p l t o l i a t prof i t -ooking (occuajulotion). 

And to thay ooch apake in turn . Or F du 

Plaaaia [Santambank} spoka againat establishing 

p o l i t i c a l bordara (a r la ing out of 'ethnic 

pe t r io t iem' ) thot oignt hovo to bo undono o t o 

inter atogo because thay atond in tho way of 

aconoaic demanda, and aakad f o r m i l i t a r y and 

p o l i t i c a l s t a b i l i t y . Jon Bouaor (Cradl t 

Guarantee Inauronco Corporation) aoid thot tho 

coa aoa i n oaaonco o bualnoaa venture ( f o r ooro 

about tha Crodlt Guarantee Corporation, aoo tha 

• ' i f — , 

Conclusion boloo) . 

Dr U do V i l l i o r a (Ganeral ettning) aakad 

tho Prlajo attniatar t o onoura an -acceptable 

approach to B a t t e n *auch oa nat ionol laat ion 

of oaoota and ropotr iot lon of prof i t a * . 

I t -a t Hi Aooholt* of tho giant Barlow 

Rond group, oho apolt out th la concom in tho 

groatoat d e t a i l . Ha aoid that 'tho hoajolonda 

ooro aoon t o bo a puroly p o l i t i c a l concopt and 

not ovoryono agreed with that aa ouch'. 

Furthermore, "economic dovelopOBnt' of 

thaao rogiona hod not boon tacfcled aorloualy and 

th is hod, in ony ceee, ba«n aeon oa tho 

roaponaibi l l ty of tho Devolopmant Corporation* 

f o r tho vorloua bontuotono. F ina l ly , ho ao id , 

•incontivoo ooro qui to i n e f f i c i e n t ' • 

However. Hooholt f o l t thot th ia a l tuot ion 

hod, or aoa about t o chongoi 

Than, I think today l a an example of o 
gonuino attempt t o Oonoult o l t h tho pr ivoto 
aoctor t o f ind out what concasalona and 
aafapvorta ere rcocoaaory ttf onauro our 
investment In thoaa 
(emphasi* added] 

He f o l t thot port of tho onaoor l a y in 

vonturoa botooon ah l to ond blade - * 

, Because I f 00 don' t go that ooy tha oholo 
development of tha rural areas o l l l go tho 
earne ooy oa hoa happatxaj north of uo, 
thoro haa boon chooa and tho wrecking of 
Boat of thoaa antorpriaaa ( l ) . 

Hoaholt ropootod that "South Africa i a 

ono economio u n i t ' , ond than l i a tod tho 

aafoguorda sought by c a p i t a l i s t s -

a "a guarantee against capi ta l loaa duo to 

nat ional izat ion or disturbances* 

t iva 

invootaant, and tho dirweff i i i j i i i a n to oMch 

00 a n caaoittod because of that inveetaent, 

ahould bB allowed againat our South African 

a tax conoaaaiona in regard t o t ra in ing; 

o 'e l iminat ing tho problem that art as, . . . . 

f rao local laao and rod t m 1 ! 

o lond tonuro - 'X f ind i t vory d i f f i c u l t t o 

raconclla hoa oodom .privoto enterprise 

con operate In o t r i b a l tenure ayetam' , 

ha aoid. 

PO Botha aoa overjoyed o i t h t h i s rocaption 

and coot oaido nia o l l l t o r y pretensions, a l l tha 

bottor t o roapond to Harry ftxienheiaer oho hod 

told him ovor lunch thot M a (Oooar^imer's) 

lntoroata go f a r bayond aouthorn Afr ioa . 

'X agrood aouthorn Afr ica ouat b o — i not an 

1tTTlT»** fo r t ress , but a baatlon of hepo for tho 

froa world' . bwemed Botho. 

* 

Thia i a hoa tha Sunday Expresa 
(25 .11 .79 ) . 

* tt 

I 

*\ 'Quorantaaa againat exchange control 1 

'cooplota a b i l i t y eventually t o remit 

dividenda*! 

loo intoroat rata loans; 

Tox - ' tho vary looat that X think thot 00 

con aspect i a that lntaroat that 00 pay 

on tho oonoy oa put in to our hooaland 

Uoawitatb* 
OWtataa 

ind polillcil K*-

and BOCUI In-
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HG*«v«r, one C a r l t o n Conference does not 

« ^ u r e a spr ing t ime of p r o f i t a b l e investments , 

and a year l a t e r Or Daon Geldenhuve, o f t h « 

I n s t i t u t e of I n t e r n a t i o n a l A f f a i r e , a a l d t h a t 

ins tead o f t h i s dream of a o u t h a m A f r i c a n c a p i t a l ­

ism, co t «as now 'a mere r a a t r u c t u r l n g o f r e l a t i o n s 

between i t a a l f (South A f r i c a ) and t h a lndapandant 

black homelands' (POM, 2 3 . 0 2 - 8 1 ) . 

Tha abhorrence t h a t s o u t h a m A f r i c a n c o u n t r i e s 

f a a l toeerde tha a p a r t h a i d ays taw might not 

overn ight a b o l l i h t h a e x p l o i t a t i v e economic 

i n t e g r a t i o n of t h a s u b - c o n t i n e n t , but I t does 

mot iva te a c t i o n t o b reak such t i e s . These t i e s 

i n c l u d a tha customs u n i o n , t r a n s p o r t and harbour 

f a c i l i t i e s , poaar s u p p l i e s , a a t a r s u p p l i e s , 

l abour f l o e s , investment i n min ing , a g r i c u l t u r e 

and i n d u a t r y , aupply of and c o n t r o l over technology, 

a t e . Aa Koomhof a a i d : 

Tha c o n a t a l l a t i o n might hava t o ba formally 
a e t a b l l a h a d b u t l e t i t be a a l d t h a t i n many 
raspacta I t i s a l ready f u n c t i o n i n g . 

On t h a o t h a r hand, t h a bantuatan ' l e a d e r s ' 

hava not baan a l o a i n p u b l i c acc la im o f t h a 

' f r e e e n t e r p r i s e * system (avan i f B u t h a l a z i 

• a n t e i t w i t h a ' p inch o f A f r i c a n communaliam') . 

Summits hava baan h e l d , and s t a t a a a n t a made. 

Tha pladgaa mada a f t a r t h a a a v a r a l meet ings 

bataaan t h a ' f l o v t i ' i a i n t i ' o f BophuthaTswane, 

t h a T r a n a k e l , Venda and South A f r i c a , could have 

baan drawn up by Roaholt h i m a a l f . 

Tha C l s k e l ' s Sebe b ro thara hava not bae" 

a lack i n p u t t i n g a f f a c t t o t h e i r suppor t , 

l o c k i n g up t r a d e u n i o n i s t s a t a f a s t e r r a t a o / e r 

t h a paat f a a months than t h a South A f r i c a n c a n t r a l 

government haa dona. 

A f u r t h a r development t h a t has f l o a a d fraai 

the same s a t o f f a c t o r s t h a t n e c a s e l t a t e d t h a 

ho ld ing of t h a C a r l t o n Conference, has baan tha 

nee p o l i c y o f 'development axes ' (as i s planned 

a t B r o n k h o r a t s p r u i t ) - a raaa t h a t would ' i gnore 

homeland boundar ies i n an economic s t r a t e g y ehich 

unleashas t h a South A f r i c a n aconoay from soma of 

t h a f a t t e r * o f ideology* (Sunday Times, 

2 S . 0 S . 8 0 ] . Onca mora i t could hava baan Roshoit 

speaking. 

But t h i s i s not enough. Aa Anglo-American• s 

Gavin R a l l y sa id i n h i s support f o r t h a cos i d e a : 

( T ) h a Anglo American Corpora t ion had vast 
l n t e r a s t a to p r o t e c t i n soma neighbouring 
s ta tes - p a r t i c u l a r l y i n South fleet A f r i c a , 
Rhodesia and Zambia (Sunday Times, 
2 7 . 0 1 . 6 0 ) . 

I n the w>eentime southern A f r i c a n s t a t a s 

e a r * Baking t h a i r own movaa t o break t h a South 

A f r i c a n s t r a n g l e h o l d , o r a t l a a s t t o loosen i t . 

ThC SOUTHERN AFRICA* DEVELOPMENT COOOQIKATION 

COAFERgNCE (SAOCC) 

AT tha beginning of A p r i l * i 9 6 0 , a maat lng o f 

n ine s o u t h a m A f r i c a n s t a t e s eas h a l d i n Lusaka. 

Prasant were Zambia, Botsaana, Lesotho , 

Swaz i l and , Zlmbabea, Tanzania , etocambique, 

Malawi and Angola - a grouping a s i g h t mora 

imprassiva than t h a bantustans South A f r i c a had 

baan a b l e t o summon to i t s 'summit* . 

A p r e p a r a t o r y maat lng had baan h a l d i n 

Tanzania i n J u l y , 1979. Tha Lusaka maat lng eas 

c a l l e d to work out hoa t o g i v e a f f a c t t o a 

d e c l a r a t i o n of economic l i b e r a t i o n f r o * South 

A f r i c a . I n o t h a r words* t h a confarenca eas 

s t a r t i n g o f f from a r e c o g n i t i o n of tha r a a l l t y 

o f depandanca on South A f r i c a 'aa a focus of 

t r a n s p o r t and communications, and e x p o r t e r o f 

goods and s e r v i c e s , and as an impor ter of goods 

and cheap l a b o u r ' . Tha c e n t r a l focus of i n i t i a l 

moves aimed a t disengagement eas t o be the a reas 

of t r a n s p o r t and communication. 

The Lusaka wast ing of the SAOCC agreed on 

mat ters ranging from t h e s e t t i n g up of a d e v e l o p ­

ment bank t o such d o w n - t o - e a r t h concerns as 

combatt ing the spread o f foot-and-mouth d i s e a s e . 

S i r Seretse Khama suggested t h a t a t r a n s p o r t 

and communications commission ba es tab l ished i n 

I faputo. 

I n November, 1960, a meeting o f t h e SAOCC 

eas h a l d i n Maputo t o drew f inance from 

i n d u s t r i a l i s e d c o u n t r i e s far a suggested 95 

p r o j e c t s designed t o lessen dependence on South 

A f r i c a and t o s t i m u l a t e c o - o p e r a t i v e i n t e r n a l 

development w i t h i n tha member c o u n t r i e s . Or 

Ch ldzero , l e a d e r o f Zimbabwe's d e l e g a t i o n , sa id 

t h a t moat o f the money r a i s e d would be used t o 

Improve t r a n s p o r t and communications f a c i l i t i e s 

w i t h i n and between the n ine SADCC c o u n t r i e s . 

Almost one t h i r d ( 6 5 0 - * ! 1 1 ion d o l l a r s ) 

o f tha t o t a l needed over f i v e years f o r p r o j e c t s , 

was pledged a t the meet ing 'and almost a l l t h a 

donore hava made i t c l e a r t h a t they w i l l repeat 

t h e i r p ledges whan the i n i t i a l cash rune out.* , 

s a i d JHP S a r f o n t a i n i n tha Sunday Express 

( 1 4 . 1 2 . 8 0 ) . 

Soma of t h e f i r s t p r o j e c t s t o be tack led 

would ba the improvement o f t h e harbours a t 

B a i r a and Maputo and the r a i l l i n k s bataaan 

Uocamblqua and Zimbabwe. 

A month e a r l i e r , i n October , e meet ing had 

baan h a l d by r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f Swaz i land, 

Zambia, Zimbabwe, fccambique, Botswana, Angola 

and Lasotho t o work out s t r a t e g i e s e i t h regard t o 

migrant labour t o South A f r i c a . More than 

290 000 workers were s a i d to m i g r a t e to South 

A f r i c a from thasa c o u n t r i e a a n n u a l l y . Alma 

eere t o s tandard ise r e c r u i t i n g c o n t r a c t s to 

b e n e f i t workers mere, and to c r e a t e Jobs 

w i t h i n s u p p l i e r c o u n t r i e a f o r those workers 

who d i d not want t o renew t h e i r c o n t r a c t s . 

A f u r t h e r meeting o f the Southern A f r i c a n 

Labour Commission (SJLC) was h a l d i n Way o f t h i s 

year I n S a l i s b u r y , a l s o a t t e n d e d by 6 W P 0 , tha 

ANC and PAC. Zimbabwe sa id t h a t on ly S 000 

workers from t h a t country eere e t l l l f i n d i n g 



—plui—nt i n South African alnaa (coaporad t o 

tha pj^lndapandanca figur* of 30 00Q). and that 

tha lanaia mlm labour racru l t lng contract hod 

not boon n W H i a t tho baglnnlng of 1981, 

By Juno th i a yaar 22 of tho 97 SADCC projects 

ooro being tap l wain t a d . Plana ooro undarway to 

anlarga and aodamiaa Balra hoitraur to handla 

• i « t iaas tho prooont tonnaga by 1987, ohl lo a 

now crudo o i l t a r a ina l aaa to sorvo Hoc—blqua, 

Ziobabwa, Botaaana, Z a - b U , ond ovon Zolro (tho 

loot oontionod ooy o t sow ataga bocoao tho tonth 

i w B i r of tho VOCC, ospoclolly now thot 

r a l a t l o m with Angola appaar t o hovo iaprovad ond 

tho bordar batwaan tho too countrlaa raopanad), 

Tho northan* Nacala port aaa baing proparod for 

oontalnar handling» both for Hocaafcioua and f o r 

Malawi (AIM 4 4 , Fabruary, t980) . 

AftOT tho Lusaka cortfaranca ( A p r i l , 1960) 

tho Southern African Transport and Cuaaunlcationa 

CoMUaion (BATCC) hold a M a t i n g a t l t a Maputo 

haadquartara. Tha conforonca daflnod auch 

objaotivaa aa: 

-> ' to -jvduoo ooonnoln dapondanco p a r t i c u l a r l y 

but not only, i n r e l a t i o n t o South Afr ica* i 

- ' t o torgm l inka tfcat a i l l oraata ganulno 

bolonoad raQionol c o a p t a t i o n ' ; 

- <to obtain tha nacaaaary tachnical and 

f inanc ia l aaslatanca*. 

On 12 July an agraaaant on transport and 

ooanunlcatlana aaa aignad bat n a n Ha laa l , 

Hcraaaiqua, Z a l r a , Zaatola, and Zi**abaa ( A M 

49, July, 19B0). 

A M a t i n g i n Balra of tha SATCC in SaptaaaMr 

aaa to ld by tho Hocaafelcan dlractor of porta and 

r a i l - a y s , Subaachandra Bhatt , ' tha t aconoalc 

cooparatlon aaa ispoaaibla without an a f f i c l a n t 

transport ayatoa*. Tha upgrading of r a i l l inka 

bataaan landlockad countrlaa and Moca«biQua 'a 

porta •as. thoraforaj, a p r i o r i t y . 

Tha aacond aaatlng of tha SADCC (SADCC-2) 

in Nowaatar haa alraady boon aantionad abova. 

Early in 1981 worfclng groups aara aat up by tha 

SATCC to f a c i l l t a t a tha axacution of projacta 

f o r ahich funda had baan al locatad at SADCC-2. 

I n oWrcn, 1981, tha South African Rallaaya 

atoppad a l l r a i l t r a f f i c to NocaablQua, 

Ziababaa, Zaafalo and Botaaana. Oatanaibly thla 

aaa dona bacauaa too aany ra i l - ay trucka balonglng 

to tha SAA aara baing hald op in thaao countrlaa. r 

Hoaavar, th la fo l loaad aavaral a r t l c l a a in South 

African paparm atraaalng tha laportanca of 

r a i l l inka with South Af r ica . Aa AW apoculatadt 

•aa tha aabargo jua t a tachnical l ty 
o r aaa South Afr ica po l l ing auacla through 
tha pulaa of an apparantly tachnical aaittar? 
( A I M 57, atarch, 1981). 

Hay, 1981, aaa another aaatlng of tha SATCC 

co-ordinating coaartttaa ahara prograsa raporta 

aara glvan on a vlda ranga o f projacta f a l l i n g 

within l t a aatoit (aaa AIM 9 9 , thy* 1981, for 

d a t a i l a ) . 

Tha Southam African Labour Coaalaalon (8ALC) 

alao M t in Uay. 

SADCC-3 haa Juat tafcan plaoa in Salisbury 

(Ju ly , 1981) and dacldad to aat up a uaiaanant 

aacratar lat i n Botswana t o co-onJlnata tha taafca 

baing, and s t i l l to ba undartakan by tha nlna 

aaanbar countrloa. Thaaa ara i 

Hoc aat) 1 Qua * tha alraody aantionad SATCC] 

Ziababoa * a raglonal 'food aacurlty p lan ' ; 

Zaabia * plana for a raglonal davalopaant fund; 

Tanzania - l ndua t r l a l davalopaant co-oparatlonj 

Botaaana - agr icu l tu ra l davalopaant and atocfc 

dlaaaaaa; 

Angola - anaflngyt 

Saaziland - labour rvaourca davalopaant| 

Laaotho - food, land u t l l l a a t l o n and land 

congarvation; 

fcteiawi - to hoat tha naxt donors' confaranca and 

Aa Howard B a r r a l l of tha Star cc-aaanta frcai 

Salisbury, 'auch l i a l t a d aovaa hardly Just i fy 

tha draaatlc portrayal of tha SADCC aa an "ant i -

Bouth African aconoalc b loc" ' . 

To avaluata tha p o a a l b i l l t l a a of aconowic 

lndapondanca (and laaaaning dapandanca) froa 

South Africa i t aould ba nacoaaary t o a » a l n a tha 

apacl f lc lirtca that t l a aach of thaaa nlna SAOCC 

countrloa t o South Afr ica - l inka that ax ia t 

I n a l l tha t r a i t alraady aantionad (auch aa 

labour tuppl laa, lnvastaant, food, and t ranaport ) . 

Hoaavar, f roa tha aovaa that fo l loaad tha 

aatabliahajant of tha SAOCC ona auat concluda 

that r a a l i a t l c long-tana projacts ara baing 

undartakan that a i l l not only dacraaaa dapondanca 

on South Africa but w i l l a lao atrangthan bonda 

bat n a n southern ond aa atom African COuntriaa. 

Hanca, ona auat alao concluda that th la thraatana 

South Afr ica aconoaically and p o l i t i c a l l y * -

DESTABILISING SOUTHERN AFRICA 

ABOVE, I quotod Dr Q=cn Galdanhuya on tha 

f a i l u r a of tha 'conatal lat lon of a ta taa ' (coa) t 

Uadtad aa I t aaa to raatructurlng and ( i r o n i c a l l y ) 

raintagrating tha bantuatana (or car ta ln aapaota 

of tha bantuatana) in to South Afr ica for tha 

banafl t of capital ism. Tha bantuatana ara 

lncraaalng in laportanca aa aarfcata and araaa 

of chaop labour for South African baaad 

capital iam, Thla procoma apsadi up to tha 

dagraa that tha SADCC auccaada i n closing avanuaa 

for South African aconcarlc and p o l i t i c a l 

axpanaionioa. 

I t l a in th la contaxt that daatabl l iaat ion 

of aoutharn Africa auat ba aaan. I f thara can 

ba no fortraaa agalnat 'Auaalan l a p a r i a l l M ' 

* i t h tha South African atata aa tha station 

coaaaandar, than thoaa aho aould hm^m baan lncludad 

in auch a fortraaa auat not ba a thraat to 

South African lnvaotatanta and p o l i t i c a l 

s t a b i l i t y a l thar . 
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Much more research mi l l have to ba dona 

to make a case for tha f u l l extent and possible 

(threatened) and actual daatabi l lsa t lon of 

southern Afr ica, but some indications can ba 

given. 

Food supplies have offerad an immediate 

pressure point for South Afr ica to usa. Food l a 

a p o l i t i c a l weapon in South A f r i c a ' s arsenal . 

Or Jooo da LOOT, Oiractor General of Finance, 

said at tha beginning of t h i s year that 'a s a i l 

fad Afr ica was an a l l y , not an enemy, and African 

states vara rea l is ing acre and mora that Russia 

could not f u l f i l the i r expectations' (Star , 

] 21 .01 .81) . 

I Sal ly Gallagher of tha South African 

Foreign Trade Organisation, said that southern 

African countries aere t i e d to South African 

foodatuffs because of the economics of the 

j regional transport system. Furthermore, as 

[ Nicholas Ashford pointed out in an a r t i c l e in 

the Times (02 .03 -61 ) , several African states, 

w h i l i suffer ing from foreign exchange d e f i c i t s , 

have surplus rands resul t ing from the migrant 

labour system, 

Ashford mentioned that Zimbabwe could 

possibly take tha place of South Afr ica es a 

grain exporting country. 

I n March, 1981, PW Botha, a f t e r a meeting 

of the powerful State Security Council, threatsned 

South Af r ica 's 'neighbouring states that they 

• i l l have t h e i r gra in supplies from the south 

cut o f f i f they continue to support sanctions 

against the Republ ic . . . The threat seemed to 

be aimed spec i f ica l ly at the more m i l i t a n t 

countries l i k e Mozambique, Zimbabwe and Angola' 

(Star , 10.03.81) . 

I n June, I960, i t ems reported (ROM, 16.06.80) 

that South African maize eas exported regularly 

to Uocambique, Zambia, Za i re , Zimbabwe, Lesotho, 

Swaziland and Botswana, giving a rather pointed 

r e a l i t y to the threats of using th is pressure 

point . 

Transport l a , of course, the point a t which 

the southern African countries are s t ructura l ly 

most closely l inked with South Africa (one might 

ba able to hide investment but i t is rather more 

d i f f i c u l t to do the same with e railway l i n e ) . 

No wonder than that i t l a tha transport t i es 

that are receiving most urgent a t tent ion from 

the SA0CC countries. 

M i l i t a ry and p o l i t i c a l destabl I leat Ion i s 

that aspect most frequently spoken about and 

a l leged, and, i n turn, as frequently denied by 

the South African Oefence Force. 

The South African invasion of Angola in 

1975 was i n i t i a l l y hushed up but took place on 

such a scale that i t was an open secret even 

before South African admissions. Much as the 

South African occuoation of Namibia, th is mas 

an attempt to secure or maintain a regime that 

would be f r iendly to white South African interests . 

Whether attacks in southern Angola over the 

years since Angolan independence are aimed only 

et SWAP0 bases, or not, the ef fect i s thet of 

disrupting a society that has been through an 

enormous amount of turmoil and misery already. 

'E**-Angolans, now with unclear nat ional i ty 

serve the i r new (pay) masters in the Buffalo 

Bata l l ion and operate in southern Angola, 

while many speculations l ink UNITA and the 

South Africans m i l i t a r i l y {ag t the Houston arms 

dealers' stock of mi l i ta ry equipment was 

speculated t o have been destined for UNITA 

through South Afr ica (see, for example. Star, 

18 .05 .81; Sunday Tribune, 17 .05 .81} ) . 

Savlabl twice admitted during July in 

interviews with foreign newspmople that UNITA 

was receiving direct a i d from South Africa in 

the form of diesel f u e l , t rucks, medicine 

and the treatment of the wounded, food, etc 

( a l l except arms, he clalms){see Star, 24 .07 .81; 

and interview with a newsman frtmi the Scotsman, 

broadcast by tha 88C, 23 .07 .61) . 

(South Africa can supply diesel fuel i n the 

bush of southern Angola to a movement acting to 

Overthrow the legit imate government of Angola and 

a t the same time withdraws locomotives used to 



d e l i v e r f u e l t o t r a n s p o r t food crops I n another 

ne ighbour ing c o u n t r y , Zimbabwe). 

UNIT A had succeeded i n sabotaging t h e 

Benguala ra i lway l i n e fat- s i x yoars . I t mas 

reopened b r i e f l y i n %kjly, 1981* t o c a r r y goods 

b i t w v i Zambia and Angolan p o r t s , b u t has s i n c e 

been sabotaged a g a i n . 

I n Ifccambique, o t h e r t h a n an a t t a c k on 

a l l e g e d ANC bases and a supposed i n a d v e r t e n t 

bon ie r v i o l a t i o n , runour* a r e t h a t South A f r i c a 

l e suppor t ing t h e Vocamtolque Res is tance Movement 

( a W - Movimento Msclona l de R e e l a t e n c i a ) . This 

has been denied by South A f r i c a n f o r c e s . 

I n OacsssMr, 1980, a r e p o r t i n t h e S t a r 

( 1 7 . 1 Z . 8 0 ) gave a l i s t o f c la imed MM sabotage 

a t t a c k s - s e v e r a l o f these r e l e t e t o poeer and 

t r a n s p o r t l i n e s . 

I n February , t h i s y a a r , t h e Ziababee 

government announced ' t h a t I t had captured 40 

"South A f r i c a n armed - eemejeis' o f t h e fcWR 

I n s i d e Zlisbabee. 

An a r t i c l e I n t h e S t a r ( 1 6 . 0 7 . 8 1 ) eas 

f a i r l y d i r e c t i n l i n k i n g i n t e r n a l d a s t a b i l i a a t i o n 

I n l loceffblqua, t h e SADCC, and South A f r i c a n 

support f a r t h e W R : 

„ . t h e g u e r i l l a s a r e a l s o t h r e a t e n i n g 
important f a c e t s of t h e p l a n f o r a 
c o n s t e l l a t i o n o f b l a c k e t a t e s t o r i v a l t h e 
one Booted by t h e South A f r i c a n Prima 
M i n i s t e r , Mr P« Botha . ^ 

The r i v a l p l a n i s p a r t i c u l a r l y v u l n e r a b l e 
t o the a c t i v i t i e s of t h e g u e r i l l e e beceuse 
i t s success hangs l a r g e l y on smooth 
t r a n s p o r t and communication. 

On t h e o r i g i n s of t h e a W t h e a r t i c l e has t h i s 

t o say: 

M i s i r o n i c t h a t some o f those i n v o l v e d 
i n a t tempta t o crush t h e r e s i s t a n c e 
movement a r e l i k e l y t o be former members 
o f t h e Rhodesian S e c u r i t y Forces eho 
e a e i s t e d i n i t s c r e a t i o n . 

The movement mas b u i l t up w i t h the Rhodesian 
he lp from former members of e l i t e b leck 
u n i t s serv ing w i t h t h e Portuguese fo rces 

and , i t l a c la imed from d i s a f f e c t e d 
F r e l l m o t roops . 

l a n t e r n dlplommts i n S a l i s b u r y and Maputo 
b e l i e v e t h a t South A f r i c a does support 

t h e Mozemfaicen r e b e l a a t l e a s t e i t h s u p p l i e s . 

I t appears t h a t South A f r i c a i e s t i l l t o o 

dependent on poeer from t h e Cabore Basse scheme 
t o a l i o * t h e UNR f r e e r e i g n I n sabotaging t h e 

power l i n e l i n k i n g t h e scheme w i t h South A f r i c a . 

About 10T* o f South A f r i c a ' s power needs a r e 

supp l ied from t h i s scheme. South A f r i c e eould 

obviously be working aa f a s t as p o s s i b l e t o 

reduce t h i s dependence t h a t was negot ia ted w i t h 

t h e prev ious Portuguese c o l o n i a l regime (schemes 

such aa t t » Tuga la -Vaa l p r o j e c t a r e s a i d to 

heve been i n i t i a t e d o r speeded up a f t e r t h e f a l l 

o f Portugueee o p p r e s s i o n ) . I n t h e meantime 

v a r i o u s *frtwwT*wTa' a r e s e l d t o be n e g o t i e t i n g 

e l t h t h e MNR t o h a l t t h e i r sabotage ( J u l y , 

1 9 8 1 ) . 

I t l e not p o s s i b l e to" examine any of t h e 

eccuset ions o f and d e s t a b i l i s i n g m i l i t a r y end 

p o l i t i c a l a c t i v i t i e s undertaken by the South 

A f r i c a n s i n o t h e r southern A f r i c a n c o u n t r i e s . 

Nor w i l l o t h e r methods, Or p o t e n t i e l methods, 

o f d i s r u p t i o n o f t h e economies and p o l i t i c a l 

s t r u c t u r e s o f these c o u n t r i e s be examined 

- such os man ipu la t ion of labour f lows t o , 

e s p e c i a l l y . South A f r i c a n mining, and the power 

t h a t South A f r i c a n baaed c a p i t a l w ie lds through 

d i r e c t Investment and c o n t r o l over machinery and 

technology. 

CONCLUSIONS 

THE grandiose scheme o f e c o n s t e l l a t i o n of 

southern A f r i c a n s t a t e s was i n i t i a l l y conceived 

of p r i m a r i l y i n m i l i t a r y terms, d e f i n e d es 

' a n t i - m e r x l a t * . Th is concept ion changed as 

South A f r i c a n based monopoly c a p i t a l eas drawn 

i n t o l t a p lanning and e x e c u t i o n . C a p i t a l 

demanded not a f o r t r e s s , b u t d i r e c t l y economic 

guarantees of p r o f i t a b l e investment , s a f e from 

p o l i t i c a l i n s t a b i l i t y end u n f e t t e r e d by t h e 

p o l i t i c a l boundaries of the bantustan p o l i c y . 

I n other worda, where c a p i t a l i s m e x i s t e d 

i t was t o be f o s t e r e d by t h e s t a t e ; where 

obstac les t o t h e f l o w o f p r o f i t s e x i s t e d , these 

had t o be removed; ehere dangers o f n a t i o n a l i s a t i o n | 

could a r i s e theae had t o be e l i m i n a t e d . 

L i t t l e came of e i t h e r c o n c e p t i o n . • F o r t r e s s 

southern A f r i c a * has become ' f o r t r e s s c a p i t a l i s t 

e h i t e South A f r i c e ' ; the Idea o f en economic 

community eas a n o n - e t a r t e x , wh i le t h e SADCC | 

has been formed. The c o n s t e l l a t i o n of s t a t e e 

has f a d e d , l e a v i n g a South A f r i c a n black ho le 

t h a t t h r e a t e n * t o euck i n and des t roy e l l around 

i t . 

Vandm, T r e n e k e i , BophuthaTeeane * reg ions 

of South A f r i c a - and the c e n t r e l e t a t e , l e what 

the ' c o n a t a l l a t l o n ' cona la ts of a t present ( t h e 

C i e k e l i e eure t o J o i n , l r t h e Trmnekel w i l l 

heve i t ) . And even w i t h these r e g i o n * t h e f a r c e 

o f t h e i r p o l i t i c a l 'irwJependence* has been rubbed 

i n w i t h the new p o l i c y o f reg iona l growth zonae, 

areme t h a t know no economic boundar ies , e x a c t l y 

as requested by the monopoly c a p l t a l i e t s mt t h e 

C a r l t o n Conference. Those r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of 

b i g buslnees have a l s o r e c e i v e d r e a u l t s and 

aasurancas on severa l o t h e r r e q u e e t e i 

promises t h a t t h e bantustan . l eaders support 

f r e e e n t e r p r i s e and w i l l never n a t i o n a l i s e ; 

promises of e c t l o n a g a i n s t , and t h e d e t e n t i o n of 

t r a d e u n i o n i s t s ; 

Investment guarantees on the ' independent 

s t a t e s * o f t h e T r e n s k e i , &opnutheTseana and 

Venda from t h e C r e d i t Guarantee Corpora t ion of 

A f r i c a (sea b o x ) ; 
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E x t r a c t s f r o * an a r t i c l e heeded 'Guarantees f o r 
i n v e s t o r s I n black s t a t e s ' by Mervyn H a r r i e 
( S t a r , 0 3 . 0 3 . 8 1 ) . 

Mr Jftft 

But I t i s h i g h l y u n l i k e l y t h a t t h i a w i l l be 

enough t o a a t l a f y a i t h a r t h a needs of South 

A f r i c a n basad c a p i t a l » o r tha concapt o f 

p o l i t i c a l and m i l i t a r y s t a b i l i t y ( o r i n s t a b i l i t y ) 

h a l d by tha dominant f o r c a a l t h l n t h a South 

A f r i c a n a t a t a i t s e l f . Qna c o u l d , t h e r e f o r e , 

p r a d l c t I n c r e a s i n g a p p l i c a t i o n of prasaura and 

d i r e c t a c t a of d e s t a b l l i s a t i o n aga ins t t h a 

c o u n t r i a a o f t h a SAOCC, a h l l a p o l i t i c a l and 

economic l i n k s a r a sought f u r t h a r a f l a l d on' 

t h a f r i n g e * o f m i l i t a r y and o t h a r r i g h t - w i n g 

regimes [ C h i l e , Taiwan, I s r a e l , a t e ) , 

Tha vary r e e l danger t h a t c l o s a r c o - o p e r a t i o n 

between c a p i t a l and tha m i l i t a r i s t i c a l l y i n c l l n a d 

s t a t a i s being foa ta rod t>y t h a growing a m s 

i n d u s t r y , a l s o e x i s t s . At present soma 800 

cont rac ts hava baon issued by ARMGCGfl, tha body 

c o n t r o l l i n g and c o - o r d i n a t i n g South A f r i c a n arms 

p r o d u c t i o n . • 

Tha f u l l i m p l i c a t i o n s of thasa p o s s i b i l i t i e s 

and t rands a r a n o t a t a l l C l a a r a t p r e s e n t , but 

a c e r t a i n p a t t e r n seems t o ba emerging. 

I C Paul 

( M a t e r i a l consulted from t h a SAHS/05G Rasourca 
Centre inc luded press c l i p p i n g s ; t h a Proceedings 

of t h a Meet ing between t h a Pr iaai M i n i s t e r * " d 
business l e a d e r s a t t h e C a r l t o n C e n t r e , 
November. 1979; and t h a B u l l e t i n s of t h e 
Agencia da Informacao da Uccamblqua ( A I M ) ) . 

Froe AIM B u l l e t i n 53 , November. I 9 6 0 . 

PORTS AND RAILWAYS PROJECTS FOR S*0CC-2 

Since t h a days of C e c i l John Rhodes1 dream of a 
Cape - to -Ca i ro r a i l w a y l i n k i n g B r i t a i n ' s co lon ies 
i n t h e southern and e a s t e r n p a r t o f t h a A f r i c a n 
c o n t i n e n t , r a i l w a y s have bean an i n t e g r a l p a r t 
o f c o l o n i a l p o l i c y i n Southern A f r i c a . And wi th 
t h a independent c o u n t r i e s o f t h a reg ion fonwule t lng 
a s t r a t e g y t o roduce economic independence, i t l a 
not s u r p r i s i n g t h a t t r a n s p o r t and communications 
come h igh on t h a l i s t o f b r l o r l t l e s . 

Tha second Southern A f r i c a n Development 
Coord inat ion Conference i n Maputo i n November 
discussed 950 m i l l i o n d o l l a r s worth o f r a i l w a y and 
por t p r o j e c t s . Th is i s almost h a l f o f t h a t o t a l 
1,1912 m i l l i o n d o l l a r a of p r o j e c t s p r e s e n t e d . Tha 
f i r s t p r i o r i t y o f these p r o j e c t s i s t o renova te " 
and upgrade e x i s t i n g f a c i l i t i e s . 

I n c o l o n i a l t imes the two Rhodasias, now 
Zambia and Zimbabwe, wera l i n k e d t o South A f r i c a 
on ly through Botswana, and a l s o had o u t l e t s t o 
t h a sea i n Mozambique, a Portuguese colony as 
I t was t h e n . 

1 1 t h Mozambique's independence on t h e 
h o r i z o n , t h a South A f r i c a n and Rhodesien a u t h o r ­
i t i e s rushed t o complete a new r a i l l i n k through 
B a i t Br idge which was opened i n October 197A* 
That ra i lway was c r u c i a l t o a a n c t i o n s - b u s t i n g 
e f t e f Mozambique c l o s e d i t s b o r d e r s w i t h 
southern Rhodwsie i n accordance wi th i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
s a n c t i o n s . 

« i t h t h e independence of Zimbabwe l a s t A p r i l , 
t h a r e g i o n ' s r a i l w a y network con serve the 
i n t e r e s t s of the peoples o f the reg ion f o r t h e 
f i r s t t i m e . 

A look e t the mop show* t h a t Maputo and 
B e i r a a r e much c l o s e r t o Zambia, Zimbabwe and the 
nor th of Botswana than any South A f r i c a n p o r t . 
For Swazi land too t h e nearest p o r t l a Maputo, 
and Ma lawi ' s only o u t l a t s arm through Mozambique. 

The problem i s t h a t t h e p o r t s and r a i l w a y s 
i n tha reg ion a r a not up t o t h e task of se rv ing 
t h e developing economies of t h e independent 
c o u n t r i e s . Mar and years o f c o l o n i a l neg lec t mean 
t h a t a t l o t o f work must be dona. The railway 
U n a from Nacala to M a l a w i , f a r example, was 
nm^mr p r o p e r l y mainta ined and soma o f t h e t rack 
i a up t o t h i r t y years o l d , w i t h t w o - t h i r d s o f thw 

s leepers worn o u t . The Limpopo l i n e i n 
southern Mozambique was s e v e r e l y damaged i n 
Rhode 3 I an a t t a c k s l a s t year and i t wma on ly 
reopened l e s t month. 

Implementat ion of the r a i l w a y and p o r t s 
p r o j e c t s presented e t t h e SADCC-2 i n Maputo mean 
an enormous improvement, and work could a t a r t 
next year on a l l o f them. The b iggest p r o j e c t s 
proposed e r e i r e h a b i l i t a t i o n o f t h a . r a i l w a y 
from Hacala t o t h e Malawi border a t a cost o f 
200 m i l l i o n d o l l a r s , t h e r e h a b i l i t a t i o n of a l l 
t h e r a i l w a y s i n Botswana ( t h e s e a r e be ing taken 
over by Botswana from t h a Zimbabwe Rai lwaye 
Corpora t ion) cos t ing 100 m i l l i o n d o l l a r s , 
r e h a b i l i t a t i o n of tha Maputo-Swazi land l i n e 
a t 30 m i l l i o n d o l l a r s , r e h a b i l i t a t i o n o f 311 

k i l o m e t r e o r l i n e I n s i d e Mslawl t o tha 
Mozambique border a t 20 m i l l i o n d o l l a r a , r e h a b i l i ­
t a t i o n of 100 k i lomet res t r a c k i n s i d e Mozambique 
on t h e Ba i re -umi ta l i l i n e a t 27 m i l l i o n d o l l a r s 
and r e h a b i l i t a t i o n end doubl ing of the t rack on 
a 2? k i l o m e t r e sect ion on the Beira-Dondo r a i l w a y 
which serves t r a f f i c both t o Malawi and Zimbabwe. 

R e h a b i l i t a t i o n o f t h a Benguela ra i lway l i n e 
i n Angola l a a l s o proposed a t a cost o f 60 m i l l i o n 
d o l l a r s and a number of p r o j e c t s have bean 
proposed f o r the Tazere r a i l w a y between Tanzania 
and Zambia, i n c l u d i n g t h e purchese of 25 new 
d l a s a l - e l e c t r i c locomot ivea . 

A l l t h e b i g p o r t p r o j e c t s a r a i n Mozambique. 
The access channel to Maputo p o r t i s to ba 

Major e x i s t i n g and proposed r a i l routes i n 



d—pan ad Co aom-it ships up to 100.ODD tonnes, a 
COll terminal at Uatale IS to ba bui l t and 
contaUner-haridling equipment ins ta l l ed a t the 
Maputo container etwirf. Tha cost of t h i s project 
i s estimated at 183 mi l l ion dol lars . A project 
to deepen and widen the entranca channala to Balra 
port and bui ld two daap aatar berths i n tha port 
w i l l coat 156 M i l l i o n do l la rs , and Nacala In tha 
north i s to hava a containar wharf and container 
handling equipment coating in a l l about 27 
mi l l ion d o l l a r * . 

SOUTHEPH AFRICAN TflXCOaMJlCATICHS 
I f you want to phona Salisbury in Zimbabwe f rom 
Luanda, Just 1,800 kilometres sway on Angola** 
At lant ic coast, tha c a l l has to ba routad through 

Europe. 
This l a because Angola's earth s ta t ion that 

provides In tamat lona l communications facaa tha 
At lant ic s a t e l l i t e , ah l la moat of tha othar aarth 
stations In Southern Afr ica faca tha Indian 
Ocean a a t a l l l t a . 

So i t should ba no aurprlaa that ona of the 
projects proposod by Angola to tha sacond Southern 
Afr ican Davalopitant Coordination Confvranca i s 
for tha I n s t a l l a t i o n of an earth stat ion facing 
tha Indian Ocaan a a t a l l l t a . 

About IS years ago tha Internat ional 
TalSCCwSwunlcatlona IMion (ITU) baoan planning 
tha Panafrlcan Talacoaaunicatians Network 
(PANAFTEL). the aain elm of tha PANAFTEL 
project «as to bui ld up r e l i a b l e land-baaed 
telecommunication* systems so that h igh-qual i ty 
telephone and telex l inks between any two African 
countrias would hava no naad to go through 
centre* outaide A f r i c a . 

Tha Introduction of large sea l * a a t a l l l t a 
ccaaeuriicationa about f i v a yaara ago probably had 
a delaying a f fec t on tha PANAFTEL pro jec t . 

Tha 5A0CC-2 i n Maputo In November considered 
sow*a 114 M i l l i o n dol lars worth of projects to 
provide hlgh-<iuality talaconaeunlcatlona In the 
region i n order to do away with dependence on 
centree outalda Af r ica . 

Tha national and regional talaccwatunlcations 
aystaas are being conalderad as an integra l oart 
of a world-wide telecommunications system, 

Mora than h a l f of the projects to ba proposed 
next weak are for microwave l i n k s , both for 
Interstate coemunicatlone end internat ional 
ccawunlcatione. Tha bulk of thaaa projects are 
i n Mozambique and ala to provide cross-border 
connections t o Zimbabwe, Zambia, Malawi, and 
Tanzania. Tha cost of tha project proposed 
by Mozambique i s estimated a t a l i t t l e over GO 
M i l l i o n dol lars while tha t o t a l of micro-wave 
projecta for tha region l a eetimeted at 75 
mi l l ion do l la rs . 

• • - - . - - , . ^ u . ; « * M , ~ r L * 

Botswana l a proposing art African dbasatlc 
a a t a l l l t a systaa which would provide high-amUlty 
24-hour telephone services to rura l communities* 
and also improve telecommunications to other 
African countries. 

Tha aatiaatad cost of tha project l a ona 
M i l l i o n dol lars but tha ralevence of auoh a 
project to a country l i k e Botswana with a ssmll 
population widely spread* over a large area l a 
obvious. Batawana of course could not a f f o r d , 
nor would i t naed, a s a t e l l i t e for I t s own uea 
alone. Xf the proposal l a accepted, the authority 
in charge w i l l be the Panefrlcan Telecommunications 
Union. 

Four of tha nine SAOCC countrias, Angola, 
Mozambique, Swaziland and Zlababwa, w i l l praeent 
proposals for earth stations for a a t a l l l t a 
communications, while a f i f t h country* ZamPia, 
l a locking f o r tha axtaneion of i t a exist ing 
earth e ta t lon . The t o t a l cost of ths aarth 
stations project l a around 33 a t U i o n d o l l a r a , 
but although tha i n i t i a l lnvwstment coat l a 
high, the incremental coat fcr addit ional c l rcu l ta 
l a comparatively low. 

Tha talwooHewrications systaa of a 
country may ba ccjaparad wi th tha narvoua systaa 
of a huaan baing. A aodarn country cannot ex is t 
without an adequate telKcavaunlcatione system. 
Considering talaccjwaunlcations on a regional 
scale i t would be impossible to think of 
e f fect ive cooperation witheut Suff ic ient 
telecaswiunlcatlons between tha countries of 
Southern Af r ica . 

CIVIL AVIATION WO ROAD PROJECTS 
In Southern Af r ica , t ravwl l ing by a i r from ona 
cap i ta l to another without being forced to spend 
days in t ranai t or Make innumerable connections, 
i s sowathlng of an sxccmplishaant. F l ights mrm 
infrequent and tlmatablea uncertain. Connections 
with tha raat of Afr ica and other continents arm 
H a l t e d . Often the most pract ica l i t inerary l a 
through Johannesburg. 

Confronted with similar problem of decayed 
in f rast ructure , a lack cf Qualif ied personnel end 
r is ing coat of a a t e r i s l s and spare par ts , nine 
Southern African countries have coma up with a 
number of c i v i l av ia t ion and road projects that 
w i l l coordinate and accelerate economic develop-
aent in the region. 

Twwlvw proposed projects t o t a l l i n g 169 
Mi l l ion dol lars are being suggested to improve 
a i r passengsr and cargo transport between 
(SAOCC members). They include plans to 
cooperate i n maintenance, i n tha creation of an 
inventory of reaourcea, i n the establishment of 
a pool of a i r c r a f t snd spare par ts , and in the 
coordination of routas and timetables. 

Tha most ambitious project* are presented 
by Leeotho and by Swaziland, bath wither surrounded 
by South African te r r i to ry or vary nasrly so* Tha 
former wants tba construction o f a new a i r p o r t "* 
at a coat of n mi l l ion do l la rs , a necessity In j 
order to f u l f i l ths rsglon*e primary objective of 
raducing aconoMic dependence on South Af r ica . 
Present lna ta l la t lona In Lesotho can eccommodate 
only l i g h t a i r c r a f t and lack suff ic ient safety 
feeturee. Saarlland proposes tha renovation end 
modernisation of i t a a i rpor t at coat of 16 
M i l l i o n do l la rs . Tha proposed chengas would 
parmlt tha landing of larger a i r c r a f t destined 
for Mauri t ius, Nairobi mnc Kinehaaa. 

Mozambique presented two projects valued a t 
a t o t a l of 6 mi l l ion dol lara to renew take of f 
and landing f a c i l i t i e s a t a i rpor ts of mmputo and 
Balra, end t o enaura safety standards a t i n t e r ­
national leve l are maintained. 

There are 26 projects related t o road 
transport of whlc*. 17 concern overhauling ajf l f j^ . ^ J 
modernisation of exist ing roads, four refer to '" 
en t i re ly new conetructlon and f i v a are studies 
suggested for further possible development* 
Tha t o t a l cost i s more than 600 mi l l ion do l la rs . 

Tha road network of Southern Af r ica sarves | 
to transport goods short dlstancea and t o 
provide service to regions not serviced by othar 
maana. Tha majority of the projecta would 
improve exist ing •act ion* of roads to make them 
accassibls in a l l seasons and t o f a c i l i t a t e 
access to Mozaatilcan ports. 

Mozambique has submittad s proposal to 
upgrade and Strangthan a 200 tea atratoh of road I 
froa tha Zimbabwe border t o Bal ra , through 
Chiaoio, a t a cost of T7 M i l l i o n d o l l a r s . This 
i s a main ar tery for the transport of goods 
from Zimbabwe and Zambia. 

Another project would upgrade and modernise 
75 km of tha Maputo Hameecha road a t a coat of 
? mi l l ion do l la ra . On tha other side of tha 
f ront ier a section of 32 km of gravel road auat 
ba tarred at a cost of 16,S mi l l ion dol lars in 
order to provide land-locked Swaziland with access 
to tha port of Maputo. 

Intense internat ional t r a f f i c i s forecast | 
for the route froa tha Zimbabwe border to Malawi 
through Tate and Moetlze. Upgrading of the 273 
km stretch would coat 12 mi l l ion do l la ra . 

Another project would real ign and reconstruct 
an access road to tha planned Unity Bridge 
between Mozambique and Tanzania. Tha 171 los 
undertaking would cost 30 a l l l i o n do l la ra . 

Malawi haa also auggwsted two projects 
destined to f a c i l i t a t e access to ports of Bwira, 
Nacala and Paabe, and Leeotho presentsd propoaala 
for four projecta worth a t o t a l of 130 M i l l i o n 
do l la ra . 
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TRANSPORT 

UUTJ4 as H do wi th Labour A c t i o n and Courts ( t a o 

r a g u l a r f a a t u r a a I n V I P ) , aa i n t e n d updat ing 

t r a n s p o r t issues every few months. Th is waa 

f i r s t dona i n « P 15 :49 -55 (October , I 9 6 0 ) . 

Previous c o n t r i b u t i o n s on t r a n s p o r t appaarad i n 

WIP 10 end M P 13, 

Tha author o f t h i s c o n t r i b u t i o n hats baan 

a b l a t o uaa on ly the l l s i i t a d i n f o r m a t i o n rasourcas 

a v a i l a b l e i n t n a 6ARS/D5G Resource C a n t r a . 

Regional and i n - d e p t h c o n t r i b u t l o n a of i n f o r m a t i o n 

and analyses f r o a our raadara aould Da a p p r a c i a t a d 

- on t h i a top ic and on o t h a r a r a a s covered by T P . 

-

NATAJ, 

wwmbezi - I t ass r a p a r t a d ( s t a r , 1 5 . 0 7 . 8 1 ) t h a t 

t h a bus boycot t which l a a t a d f o r a year had andad 

a f t a r a new bus coapany had taken over on t h a r o u t a 

bataaan iaebwzi township and E s t c o u r t . Tha naw 

company had a l s o ra in t roducad t h a o l d f a r a ( ? 5 c ) . 

Tha bus boycot t s t a r t e d i n J u l y , I 9 6 0 , a f t a r 

t h a p r i v a t e l y oanad Khanyanl Bus S a r v l c a r a l s a d 

I t s f a r e s on t h a r o u t a f r o a 23c t o 3 2 c . flather 

than pay t h a lncraaaad f a r a s paopla chosa t o 

walk t h a 12km. By September Cebekhulu, ona of 

t h a co-oenars , c la lmad a loss due t o t h a boycot t 

o f R60 000 ( S t a r . 2 8 . 0 9 . 6 0 ) . 

Durban - I n Tioy, 1981 , i t was repor ted W a t Putco 

had a p p l l a d t o tha Department of Transport f o r 

permission t o lncraasa i t s f a r a a ( S t a r , 2 7 . 0 5 , 8 1 ) , 

Tha a p p l i c a t i o n aaa oppoaad by s a v a r a l o r g a n i s a ­

t i o n s * tha N a t a l Ind ian Congress, Durban Housing 

A c t i o n Committee (0HAC), Olafconla and Infcatha.' 

Tha N a t a l mercury ( 2 7 . 0 5 . 8 1 ) quotad C h r i s 

N icholson (appear ing f o r t h a o r g a n i s a t i o n s ) as 

saying t h a t increases i n tha cost o f food coupled 

w i t h t r a n s p o r t cos ts o f f a m i l i e s l i v i n g f a r away 

f r o a t h a i r p laces of a o r k , had d e a l t a c r i p p l i n g 

blow t o many paopla* I t was f u r t h e r s t a t e d that 

P u t c o ' s ne t p r o f i t s had Increased f r o a R 4 H B t o 

R13-m, and i t could now be p laced 7 6 t h among tha 

top 100 companies. 

The N a t a l Coewiuters A s s o c i a t i o n i n C h a t s -

worth c a l l e d on s o c i a l and c i / l c bodies t o 

r e g i s t e r t h e i r o b j e c t i o n s t o the f a r e increases 

between Chatsworth and Durban (Tha Leader , 0 5 . 0 6 . 8 1 ) . 

I t aas argued that no b e n a f i t s ware be ing o f f e r e d 

t o commuters i n r e t u r n f o r increased f a r e s . 

CAPE 

IN June i t was-reported t h a t C i t y Tramways had 

a p p l l a d f o r f a r a increases averaging 12%, w h i l e 

Associated Bus Hold ings b*d a p p l i e d f o r an average 

Inc rease of 20% (ROM, 2 6 * 0 6 , S i ) . Between them 

these two companies c o n t r o l t h e buses o p e r a t i n g 

t o and from M i t c h e l l s P l a i n and A t l a n t i s . I f 

approved, t h a increases w i l l be e f f e c t i v e by t h a 

and o f J u l y . Last t l a a r a r e increases of between 

3 0 * and 1 0 0 * gave r i s e t o Cape Town's b i g g e s t 

ever bus boycott* meanwhile i t was r e p o r t e d i n 

t h a S t a r ( 1 8 . 0 7 . 8 1 ) t h a t r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of 21 

community o r g a n i s a t i o n s and t r a d e unions had 

lodged t h e i r o b j e c t i o n s t o t h e intended increases 

a t the Road T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Board 's Poreshore 

O f f i c e s . They ware c l o s e l y aatchad hy t h e p o l i c e 

as they d i d so. The memorandum s t a t e d among o t h e r 

th ings t h a t the people could not a f f o r d the 

in^reesee and t N i t the community would be herd 

h i t t o meet the added burden. I t was f u r t h e r 

s t a t e d t h a t t h a people recent t h e monopoly which 

Tramways has over p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t , and t h a t they 

b e l i e v e t h a t the company ] s making s u b s t a n t i a l 

p r o f i t s w i thout p r o v i d i n g m proper s e r v i c e . 

TRANSVAAL 

P r e t o r i a Area - I t was r a o o r t a d ( S t a r , 0 4 , 1 0 * 8 0 ) 

t h a t a r a i l s a r v l c a was t o r e p l a c e t h a Putco e e r v l e e 

bataaan t h e Shoshanguve and wabopane a rea and 

P r e t o r i a . Th is would mean a ser loua cut-toack i n 

Putco r o u t e s i n t h e a r e a . Meanwhile, i n DeGembert 

1980, Putco announced t h a t a 12% t o 14% increase 

would come i n t o e f f e c t on the P r e t o r i a bus routaa 

e a r l y i n January , 1961 ( S t a r , 5 , 9 6 3 0 . 1 2 * 8 0 ) . Tha 

Department of Transport had approved t h a increases 

but approva l from the Department of Co-operat ion 

and Development was s t i l l a w a i t e d . 0 R a i t o f 

Putco s t a t e d t h a t t h a wage increesee f o r Putco 

employees announced by t h e government ware 

r e s p o n s i b l e f o r tha proposed f a r a Increases 

( S t a r , 2 9 . 1 2 . 8 0 } . 

E a r l y i n January, 1 * 1 ( S t a r , 0 7 . 0 1 . 8 1 ) , 

Joseph Gomba, a d i r e c t o r o f tha Black Uni ty Express 

Bus S e r v i c e (BUEBS) chal lenged tha P r e t o r i a 

community t o f u l f i l t h e i r promises t o f i g h t f o r 

f a r e r e d u c t l o n a . Ha s t a t e d t h a t u n t i l t h a t t ime 

nothing had t>ewr\ done t o show d i s a p p r o v a l . I n 

march ( S t a r , 1 0 . 0 3 . 8 l ) i t aas r e p o r t e d t h a t Gomba 

had a p p l i e d f o r a p u b l i c road c a r r i e r permi t f o r 

Id buses, because 'ha wants t o remove black 

t r a n s p o r t from t h e hands of w h i t e companies* . 

Gomba accused Putco o f o p e r a t i n g i l l e g a l l y , i n 

terms o f t h e Urban Araas A c t . He s t a t e d t h a t h i s 

company aimed a t p r o v i d i n g t r a n s p o r t t o the 

r e s i d e n t s a t a cheaper r a t a . 

Putco and BophuthaTswana Transport Holdings 

lodged o b j e c t i o n s wi th t h e P r e t o r i a Road 

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Board, aga ins t g r a n t i n g a permi t 

t o the 8UTBS. Putco argued t h a t the s e r v i c e tha t 

i t provided aas adequate [ S t a r . 3 0 . 0 3 , 8 1 ) . 

Gomba has bean opposing Putco f o r the past 

t h r e e years , us ing tha government r e g u l a t i o n on 

the c o n t r o l and superv is ion of t r a d e i n urban 

a f r i c a n r e s i d e n t i a l areas ( S t a r , 1 2 * 0 6 . 8 i ) . 

On 9 J u l y i t was r e p o r t e d ( S t a r ) t h a t t h a 

South A f r i c a n Rai lways and Batswena Gere Transport 

had asked t h e Road T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Board t o 
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re ject the 8UEBS eppl icet ion in order to protect 

the i r own services. Botswana Gere Transport stated 

that i t provided en adequate service and ergued 

that addi t ional services eould resul t i n 

transport congestion. The SAR opposed the 

application on the grounds that there w*s an 

extensive r a i l service i n the aree, co-ordinated 

with the bus ssrvlces. There have been no 

further reports on t h i s matter in the local 

newspapers. 

Meanwhile i t erne reported (Star , 18.06.Bl) 

that i n Seahego a black-owned bus service, the 

Hembe Buye Bus Service (HBB8) had star ted t o run 

16 buses on the route between Seahego and 

Pietersburg. Sen Harr is , the owner of the HBBS 

was granted a l icence a f t e r repeated applications 

to the Aped Transportation Board in Pre tor ia , 

I n February the Beehego bus boycott, i n 

response t o fere increases, had entered l t e 

s ix th month. During the earns month i t wee alao 

reported that the residents of Seshwgo had cal led 

f o r the H8BS t o replace the service run by the 

Lebowa Transport Corporation (LTC) (RDM, 0 6 . 0 2 . B l ) . 

On the evening of Sundey, 8 March, youths in 

Seehego had stoned taxis end LTC vehicles (ROu, 

10.03.61) . At a meeting on Sundey the Ssahsgo 

brench of AZAPO hed reaffirmed i t s stand to 

continue the boycott. Lebowa Chief Minister , 

Phetudl, appsalad to Koornhof to use h i B influence 

to secure a l icence for the H36S. Koornhof 

refused on the grounds thet B^n Harr is hed the 

support of AZAPO (RDM. 16 .0a .B l ) . 

The f ight against the LTC continued. On the 

21 Apr i l the Soweten rwported that six youths hed 

been sentenced to six cute each a f t e r bwing 

found g u i l t y of public violence ar is ing out of 

the LTC boycott. They were al leged to have stoned 

the car of Colonel Moloto of the Lebowa pol ice . 

Two days l e t e r the Sowetan reported that 

the unrest had spread to other areas, and that 

people were demanding that the LTC be replaced 

by the HBBS. 26 people were errested, including 

four AZAPO wasters. 

In Hey e freeh case was presented to the 

Lebowa Transport Boerd to get e l icence for the 

HB6S. By the 22nd of that eonth i t was reported 

that the Seahego bus boycott hed spread to other 

arees (the townships e t Tzeneen and Potgietersrus]. 

Chief Seleke, Lebowa Minister of Pol ice, implied 

that AZAPO hed i n i t i a t e d the Seehego bus boycott. 

Chainsan of the Seahego Vi l lage Committee (SVC), 

the Reverend P U a l a t j l , said that the SVC elone 

had star ted the boycott. 

On 9 June the Sowetan reported that the SVC 

had announced thet the HE8S hed been granted a 

licence to operate between £eshego and P la te rs -

burg. The next dey was tha f i r s t time in meny 

months thet people t rave l led t>y bus to P ie te rs ­

burg. BH Brooks, of LTC, was reported ee eeylng 

that there had been no winners or losers ~ 

'reeismber the service i s run in the Interests of 

the pessengers, not the owners of the bue 

cowpaniee' ( 1 ) , 

UeenwMle reports of d issat is fact ion with 

bus services continue. The Sowetan (09.03.B1) 

reports that Tsekana (Srekpan) computers complelned 

of not being provided with adequate services. 

Several residents have been injured try ing to 

board the f u l l buses. 

KaQlsp computers are angry over the 'rude1 

and 'ehebby' treatment they get from the bus 

d r i v e r s . And commuters from Wohlakwng (Rend-

fontein) complain about the very poor service they 

get from the Greyhound Bus Service. I t i e stated 

thst thsre are usually long queues, with passengers 

waiting for an hour. Complaints were elso made 

about the a t t i tude of bus dr ivers end inspectors 

(Sowetan, 10.07. f l l ) . I n Tnokoza (near Alberton) 

residents Twjd complained of the acute bus shortage, 

stat ing that they were always le te for work 

w w s s s s s s w w s s s s s s w a w k w w a w a w w a e a w e a a w a e s 

(5owetan, 10.06.B1). 

I n Lenasla the Lenasla Transport Action 

Cowmdttee hae cal led for en o f f i c i a l Invest igat ion 

into transport f a c i l i t i e e . . T M e i s pert of a 

set of proposals result ing from e eurvey of 

coswxrter a t t i tudes . Proposals have been eent 

to ths Lenasla Bus Service (LBS), Local 

Transportation Board and Johannesburg C i ty 

Engineer'e Department (Star , 23 .C4 .B l ) . Commuters 

complained of over-crowding, long and circuitous 

routws and the absence of en e f f i c i e n t in ternal 

service. Further complaints were around time­

tables end the bad mechanical s t a t e of the buses 

(ROM, 23.11.B1). I t was proposed that the LBS 

press for Lenasla to be 'declared en 'ef fected* 

area so that i t could Qualify for a subsidy from 

the s te te . Manager of the LBS, Denerth, refused 

to say whether they got e government subsidy. 

Eastern Transvaal - Rioting broke out in frnbahlnnhlw 

(Langverwecht township) near Secunde on the 

morning of ft Ju ly , 1961 (ROM, 0 7 . 0 9 - B l ) . Buses, 

pr ivate vehicles and beer hal ls were stoned, 

apparently in reaction to bus increases froa 

dOc to 45c on the routes of the United Transport 

Company. According to Brigadier Jordaan, O i v l -

sionel Commissioner of Pol ice, the groups of youths 

Involved in the etone throwing were reacting in 

ant ic ipat ion of return to school ( t ) . The ROM 

(0B.07.81) , however, reported thet the youths 

were protesting against the fare increases. 

Davayton - The Benoni Town Council announced 

that fares would be increased to compensate for 

Increased running costs (Soweten, 26 .06 .81 ) . 

Putco (JohanrTSstiurgJ - A spokesperson for Putco, 

0 Bradley, announced that Putco fares would bw 

increasing by Sa2f*, coming in to e f fect i n about 

two months from thw dote of the announcement 
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(ROM, 10.01.01). At a • • • t i n g hold a t th» M u 

attaalon Omrch i n Soaato, AZAPO atatad that Putco 

b u a n would ba boycotted a f t e r tha f a r * incraaaa 

(PON, 12.01.61) . Tha Johannaaburg Golourad 

ifttnagaaant Co—ittaa ca l lad f o r a coaalaalon of 

anqulry In to tha operations of Putco, arguing 

that I t aaa natassaij t o aatabUah tha d a a i r a b i l i t y 

of having a 'aonopollatlc p r o f i t aafclng antar -

p r l M providing a aocial aarvioa . . . * ( s ta r , 

16 .01 .81) . 

At a aaating hold a t tho Roaan Catholte 

Church I n Soaato tha Dlapkloof Civic Association 

(OCA) pladgad t h a t tttay would j o i n othar organ­

isations i n tha f i g h t against tha intandad 

lncraaaaa. I t aaa fur thar dacldad to approach 

tha Soaato Taxi AaaocUtlon to lowar t h a l r faras 

during tjra duration of tha boycott. Early In 

lajrch eradlay amouncad that lncraaaaa aould ba 

dalayad u n t i l tha Dapartaant of Co-opar*tlon and 

Oavalctiaant had glvan thsa a data on ahioh thay 

could C O M in to a f f a c t . Tha Star (06 .03 .81) 

raportad tha t tha •aaorandu* aufastittad by tha 

protaatlng organisation* had baan handad 

to Joharwiaafcwg Oi ia f (ksartaaionar, 8A van Haardan. 

Tha aaaorandua condaansd tha faro incraasas 

«nd cal lad on Putco to laprova I t a bua aarvicaa 

and tha c o n d i t i o n of i t a buaaa and ahal tara . 

I n tha M a r t i n a ; flav But t , chalrparaon of tha 

Alexandra Liaison Coavlttaa , said, a t a racaptlon 

t o mark thai opaning of a R2-a Puco dapot in 

lynbary, that I f lncraaaaa C O M In to ef fact 

Putco ahould plough K M of tha p r o f i t * back 

in to tha uu—unity- I n an lntarviaw Butl 

rafuaad to s*y ahathar ha aould c a l l for a bua 

boycott (S ta r , 19.03*61) . Ha atatad that Putco 

aarvicaa for black paopla wara not on % par a i t h 

tha aarvicaa offwrwt$ for whitas; but ha pralaad 

Putco f o r holding ta lks a l t h h U Liaison Ccswalttaa. 

Putco aanaglng d l rac tor , Calao, praaantad a chaqua 

for R1 000 aa a donation t o tha Llalaon Cownittaa. 

Tha Soaatan (2S.03.61) raportad that t a x i 

oparatora oparating bataaan Uaadoalanda and tha 

c i t y aould ba praparad to raduca t h a l r faraa froa 

80c to ?0c during tha boycott. 

Maan l i l l a , tha R0H raportad ( 2 6 . 0 3 . 8 l ) , that 

tha l n t a r l a f l n a o l a l raaul ta of tha Putco 

coapany ahoaad a 41jt r l a a I n pra-tax p r o f l t a 

( f roa R3,er?-a to ft3,386-a) for tha alx aontha 

andlng 31 Dacaabar, i960. Hosavar, both Carlao 

and IP van Onaalan of Putco, atatad that tha high 

ra ta of i n f l a t i o n and aaga spirals 'must of 

nacaaaity laad to an appl icat ion for a fur thar 

lncraasa I n t a r i f f a ' . 

Boaa'to raaidanta atatad that tha fara 

inductions offarad by t a x i oanara aara lnadaquata. 

I t aaa arguad that thara aaja no aanaa in boycotting 

bua transport that cost 3Sc only to pay tha 

taxis 90c. Furtharaarap raaidanta atatad that 

tha organisation* c a l l i n g for tha boycott aould 

hava to provida a l t a m a t l v a tranaport a t raaaon-

abla pr lcas . Tha thraata of bua boycotts by 

AZAPO, tha OCA and tha Co—ittaa of Tan contlnuad, 

and aaatlnga aara hald to discuss tha aat tar * 

6y 23 Hay Bradlay atattad that tha Oapartaant 

of Co-oparation and Oavalopaartt had not yat 

glvan a data for tha lncraaaaa to ccaw In to 

of f a c t . Hs anpHisiMd t h a t tha dalay aaa not 

a raactlon t o tha thraatanad bua boycotta. 

Anti-fiapubllc Day aaatings aara told that 

Putco'a naw atratagy aaa to s a i l nav waafcly and 

da i ly t ickats at tha unpubllclaad lncraasad 

ra taa (S ta r , 02 .06 .81 ) , 

On 22 Juna I t aaa announcad that tha 

govarnaant aould withdraw i t a subsidy to Putco 

aa'aoon as tha naa faraa bacaaa a f fac t lva ( S t a r ) . 

This aould raaul t i n Putco loc*lng for fur thar 

lncraaaaa bafora tha and of 1961. Paopla cal lad 

on tha govarnaant to subsldlsa faraa (Soaatan, 

23 .06 .61 ) , AZAPO cal lad f o r a boycott of Putco 

(S ta r , 23.06.61) r ami tha OCA appaalad to tha 

r 
Soaato ClvlQ Association (8CA) t o at tand a aaating 

t o diacuaa tha fara lncraaaaa. 

I n July tha OCA launchad a 'Oon't buy 

Putco's aaakly coupons* oaapalgn, protaatlng 

i lna t tha fara lncraaaaa (Star , 03 .07 ,81 ) . 

i l l s , a t an 9CA aaating hald a t Or Hotlana<s 

tha daclalon to uss taxis during tha boycott 

aaa dlacouragad. I t aaa dacldad that tha boycott 

aould ba fat* nora a f fac t lva with paopla aalklng 

to *ork. 

By tha fourth of July sight blade organisations 

had dacldad t o boycott Putco - AZW0, CUSA, 8CA, 

BMW, SAWU, MA6A, MMLX and tha TAG 

(TOM. Od.07,61) . 

On 6 July tha nm faraa hsiaas a f f acUva . 

Tha Star (06 .07 .S i ) raportad that tha buaaa wara 

running normally and that tha bua boycott aaa 

balng ignarad. 

Two buaaa aara atonad In Dobaonvilla on 

7 July, and pol lca aara pa t ro l l ing tha routaa 

(fOH, 08 .07 .81 ) . As soon aa tha pa t ro l l ing 

atoppad tha buaaa aara atonad again. Pollca 

ratumad and arraatad ona youth. 

Thara hava t o data baan no furthar raporta 

of a bua boycott linkad to thaaa fara lncraaaaa. 
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COURTS 
Not*: The date ahich appears in brackets a t 

the and of completed t r i a l s r e f e r s to the dete 

of sentence or acqui t ta l i n that t r i a l . I n 

appeel proceedings, tha data rafara to tha data 

of Judgement, I n tha caaa of part-heard 

matters, tha data ra fara to tha laat raportad 

court e i t t l n g bafora adjourrvent. 

TERRORISM ACT TRIAU 

Conrad Ltfchurtl ( 1 6 ) . 

Charge: Tha accuaad aaa al leged by tha atata 

t o heve inoi tad and onoouroged 3 youths to 

laava South Africa and undargo m i l i t a r y t ra in ing . 

Tha a l lagad offences, auppoaad to hava taken plaoa 

between Octobar and Dacaabar 1900. had tha 

e f fac t of endangeriOQ tha s in tenence of Law 

and order according to tha a ta ta . 

Tha qua l i ty of avidanca produced by tha 

atata appears to hava been vary poor. A number 

of al lagad a c c o ^ l l c a a gave evidence, eaaa of 

then being brought to court d i r e c t l y f roa 

eoourlty po l ice detention. Evidence largely 

revolved around the al leged advice and assistance 

which Lakhunbi gave t o people he had mon / i t ed 

to undergo mi l i tary t r a i n i n g . Certa in of tha 

witnesses contradicted thmeselves, e h i i B others 

t e s t i f i e d about learning stataaants o f f by heart 

before giving evidence. One eitneaa told the 

court that he had not been assaulted by pol ice 

in detention, but hod f a l l e n and injured hla 

aouth ahi ie running i n h ie c a l l , then ufced by 

defence counaal to demonstrate hoe he had 

f a l l e n , he refused to do ao. 

The state attaapted t o hand in a confession 

a l legedly oade by Lakhuefeli I n i t i a l l y defence 

counsel opposed the handing in of tha statement, 

claiming that the accused had been forced to 

make I t . Subsequently, however, the presiding 

magistrate refused to accept the atatament on 

the grounds that tha name appearing on i t a 

front page d id not corraapond with that of tha 

accuaad. 

At the end of the state caeo, an appl icat ion 

aas aade for the a c q u i t t a l of the accuaad. Thla 

aaa aucceeaful, with the presiding aaglatrate 

f inding that tha qual i ty of tha s t a t e ' s 

evidenoe aas so poor thet the accused 

ehould be ecqul t tsd . 

Verd ic t r Not g u i l t y . Lekhuabl, aho aaa 

detained under aact ion 6 o f the Terror laa Act 

a t tha end of January 1961, made his f i r s t 

court appearance in mid Hay ehen he ess 

refused b a l l . Ha had accordingly » e # n t 9am 6 

montha in custody before being released. 

Joeeph Bhekl Oumbl ( 2 4 ) . 

Cheroot The accuaad, resident In Newcastle 

bafora hla a r res t , aas charged with inc i t ing 

Bongeni Upenza to leave the country f o r 

m i l i t a r y t r a i n i n g , and tak i rg ataps himself to 

leave South Afr ica for t ra in ing . 

The s t a t e ' s came rested pr imar i ly on too 

l e t t e r s wri t ten by Oumbl t e confession made by 

him a h l l f i n pol ice custody, and the evidence 

of Vpenza. 

The tao l e t t e r s , wr i t ten In the second 

h e l f of I960 , mere both addressed to ftadio 

Freedom, the broadcasting aervlce of tha ANC. 

In the l e t t e r s , Gumbl enquired ebout Joining 

the mi l i ta ry wing of the ANC, IMthonto wo 

Sizve. 

The statement mede by the eccused while 

in custody aaa contested by tha defence, 

claiming thet i t hed been made as a resul t of 

tor ture and assault . Ojwbi claimed that 

pol ice had bl ind-folded him, t ied an e las t ic 

bend round his penis, and forced hie to do 

frog Juwps. Ha alao al leged thet police 

held him out of a four th- f loor window e i t h 

hie head pointing doanwarda. I t aaa as a 

resul t of th is prmeoure thet he aade a 

statement to a maglatreta. Despite theea 

a l l e g a t i o n , tha presiding aaglatrata accepted 

the confession as evidence egminet Oumbl. 

Verdicti Gui l ty 

Sentence: ft years. 

{Durban Regional Court, 2 S . 0 6 . 8 l ) . 

Nevi l le Sel lo Motlhebekee ( 1 9 ) , Johennee 

Iters f 16 ) . Gugmne Uokgaatsi ( 2 0 ) , Nelson 

Zenzlle Hletshwayo (20) end Ben Fanl (21 J. 

Charoa: The charges in tn ie Klaberley t r i a l 

Involve e l l tgat lono of t e r ro r l aa , arson, 

housebreaking end attaapted eraon. They r e l a t e 

t o the schools boycott i n Klaberley during I960, 

and aore par t i cu la r ly to the events of September 

B and 9 of that yeer (eee « P 16 f o r an a r t i c l e 

on the Klaberley achools boycott ) . 

Evidence led haa revolved around a meeting 

of about 1 COO scholars at St Boniface school 

In Geleeheee on Saptambmr 6; Just a f ter 11M00 

scholars l e f t the meeting and marched o f f . 

According to police evidenoe they disrupted 

t r a f f i c , threw school books over e fenoe end 

stoned e bui ld ing. 

Police claim that they then broke up tha 

demonstration with tear gas, a f t e r which groupa 

of scholars f l e d in to a white ras idsnt ia l eree, 

damaging property In t h e i r f l i g h t . 

Subsequently e beerhal l , car , bakery 

del ivery van and policemen's house warm eet 

on f i r e . 

According t o an accomplice ei tneee, brought 

t o court from detention and giving evidence In 

camera, tha etteck on the policeman's house 

aas in rmta l la t lon against pol ice because of 

the i r attacks on etudenta. 
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Anothor acooapUea wltnaaa told tfta court 

th«t tha 0m of of tha school, boycott aaa t o 

iaprevo education. Scholar* had approachad 

tha local coaaunlty council chalfaan t o B M 

tha W n l a t a r of Education and Training, •nan 

thia aaa rafuoad, thay dacldad to duap t h a l r 

taxt boofca a t tha coaaunlty council 11—Im In 

protaat. 

(Klabarloy "aglonal Court, 2 3 . 0 7 . 8 1 ) . 

Oacar apatna ( ? ' ) and and 18 othara. 

Thla t r i a l aaa rabortad on In BJP 18H9-20 . 

Bubaaquant t o that rapor t , tha court aat f o r 

only a foo doya pr ior t o adjourning u n t i l 

fcjguat 4 . A f u l l raport on procaadlnoa 

- f i l l « n r i n tha naxt H P . 

Hanmn Ya^jani ( 2 3 ) . EdMrd ttoundu (30) ( 

David Llode Mi m • (20) and Eddla 

j j i j S g j <hajMl4^(30). 

Charga: Tha atata e l lege* t r * t ttve accuaad 

gatharad Information about aajor o i l 

raf inariaa f o r the ANC. In addit ion, Yangartl 

l a charged #1 th i*x)argoing axi l i tary t ra in ing 

i n AngoU bataaan Apr i l 1977 and October 1980v 

and at taapt lng to gathar in foraat lan on a Capa 

Toan a l l r a f ina ry . 

ebundu and Khuaalo ara cnargad v i t t i 

undergoing a l l l t e r y t ra ining in Angola. ftueala 

and Zaaftia taataaan 1976 and 1960. and returning 

t o South Afr ica i n Octobar 1990 to gathar 

information on an o i l ra f inary a t Albert on. 

Uaapana l a al lagad t o have undergone 

a i l i t a r y t ra in ing during 1978 and 1979, 

end to have raturnad to South Africa in July 
a 

1980 as part of an ANC aaaaalnatlon aquad. 

I n pa r t i cu la r , ha l a allagad t o hava conspired 

Kith ona Johannaa V-mbangu to eeeeaainete 

various people. ( I t ahould ba notad that 

Shabangj l a currently ona of tha aocuaad i n 

the Pretoria Tt-aaaon t r i a l - aaa baloe. 

Ifcatiani haa recent ly t a a t l f i a d in that t r i a l 

i n aupport of Shaoarvv'a contention that ha 

aaa torturad in to oafcing * atataaant a M l a 

in pol lca cuetody). 

Tha t r i a l l a dua t o bagln I n tha 

Pra tar ia Regional Court on Auguot 2c. 

pcreww, SECURITY ACT J M L 

Thcaaia ItUhaba ( X ) and tVejuatlne Thabo Llba (29 ) . 

Charger Tha accuaad facari thraa cheigea, naaialy 

that tbay aara • a a f m of tha JVC; 

that thay aara found in poaaaaaion of certain 

« C paaphlata and Hi* »aaaf»U; and 

that tnay diaplayad thaaa pejaphlato. 

Meet-aba l a a foraer aactlon haad of 

tha Sharpevil le CIO, but had raalgnad by 

tha t l a a of h la arrest . Tha chaigaa 

a r l a a f raa a aariaa of incldaota ahan ANC 

poatara and paaphlata aara plaatarad arofand 

eharpav l l la , Sabokeng, Bolpertong and at 

Bebofceng hoapi ta l . 

I n evidence, afeahebe advdttad t h a t as a 

pollcaaan ha had baan involved In covering 

auapact'a haada a i t h tao baga - ona p laa t l c -

t o aaaca than t a l k . Thla ajathod of a t t r a c t i n g 

inforaat lon aaa oal lad ' e t a e T n g " ^ g h o a t ' T " 

UaahaAa claiaejd that pollceeton uaad tha 

'ghoet* aathod, but daniad th la ahan giving 

avldanca becauaa thay knew I t aaa l l l a g a l . 

While In detention ha had baan threatened with 

pol ica aethode to aafce auapacta ta lk by 

aacurlty pol lca . 

Tha brothar of Llba, Pulo Llba, aaa 

cal lad by tha atata aa a adtneaa. Bubaaquant 

to hla avldanca ha aaa ehargad « i t h perjury-

Vardict: Oul l ty of balng off ice-bearers or 

aajabiii of ANC, and of dlaplaylng ANC poatara 

in tha Vaal area; not g u i l t y of poaaaalon of 

ANC poatara and paaphlata. 

Santenooi laaahaba - 5 yaara -

Llba - 3 yaara. 

(Varaanifftng Haglonal Court, 2 3 . 0 7 . 8 l ) . 

M appaal haa baan lodgad agalnat both 

aantanca and conviction and * 

Llba ralaaeed v b a i l of R1 000. Ba l l for 

Ueahabo aaa rafuaad a f t a r tha presiding 

eaglat rata found that ha aight f l a a tha 

country I f h la appaal f a l l a d . 

APPEAL PtaXEEDPfca 

Linda a\ooala*(24). 

Aa raportad in WTP 10 paga 49, Uog&ie aaa found 

g u i l t y of 13 ohargaa of culpdbla hoaddda, 

aaaeul t , araon, aal lc loue oaa-aga to property, 

and te r ro r i se . Ha aaa aantancad to an af fact iva 

12 of tha charyaa aroaa f r o * lncldanta In 

Boaato during 1978 In which houaaa aar» f i r a -

boabad and 3 paopla died aa a r a a u l t . Tha 

Tarroriaa Act charga involvad an al lagad 

conspiracy bataaan tha Soaato Studanta* Laagua 

(8BL) and tha South African Youth revolutionary 

Council (SAYRCOj t o coaieit acta of vlolanca. 

uogala aaa tha laat praaldant of th« noa-

bannad Soaato Studanta' Htpraaantatlva Council 

( S a c ) and a praaldant of tha SSL. 

Tha f l r a t 12 chargaa relat ing t o tha 

f ira-taatolng of houaaa I n Soaato pr iamrl ly 

involved a confaaaion aada by Mogala to 

pol lca a f t a r h la datantlon. I n h la t r i a l , ha 

al lagad that ha had baan aavaraly aaaaultad by 

pol lca to force hla t o aaka tha confaaaion. 

including having h la f ront taath bct*an a i t h 

a pair of p l l a r a . I n aupport of th la a l legat ion 

avldanca aaa lad fraai a dant ia t aho conf lraad 

that tha broken taath had baan damaged by 

p l l a r a . Nonathaiaes, praalding Judga f$ Stayn 

found that tha confaaaion aaa aitoisslbla aa 

avldanca agalnat Mogala, 
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I n the eppMl , tha judges Of appeaU found 

that itogsl a had provtd that h i t e t a t — n i had 

not been aade f r e e l y and vo luntar i ly , and that 

ha should accordingly ba acquitted on the f i r s t 

12 counts. 

On tha t e i r o r i e a charge, i t M hold on 

eppeal that tha avldanca of tha s U t f d id not 

constitute proof of tha offanca as charged, 

and nogs la eas acquitted on t h i s charge too. 

Uogala, eho had baan i n custody since 

-.978. sea accordingly ralaasad f roa pr ison. 

(Appeal Court, Gloeafontain, 0Z.Q5.61) . 

tfeifcua Kuteka (40 J and Hanri Karlssb ( 4 5 ) . 

Aa raportad i n fflP 16 paga 5-9, tha accused 

In th is caaa aara found gui l ty of terrorise*; 

Kuteka aaa santancad t o death, Karleob to 10 yaara. 

They Appealed against sentence. Both aan 

had baan employed aa fara labourer* i n tha 

Grootf ontein d i s t r i c t of Naal&ie ahan a ' 

group of Oeapo guer i l las attacked tha farm. 

Tha t r i a l Judga found that both accuaad had 

given aaaiatanca t o th ia group of g u e r i l l a 

f l g h t a r a . 

On appeal, i t eaa held that thara vara 

Important extenuating circumstances In the 

caee. Kuteka*e santanca eas accordingly 

reduced froa daath to 17 yaars, and Karieob'e 

f r o i 10 to 7 years Imprisonment. 

(Appeal Court, Bloewfontein, 09 .07 .51 ) . 

PRETORIA TPCABON TRIAL 

Anthony Bobby Tsotsobe ( 2 5 ) , Johannes 

Shabsngu (26) and Oavid Holes (2S) . 

Charge: The sccuead face a aain charge of 

high treason, e l t h a l t e r n a t i v e counts of 

terrorism, robbery e i th aggravating circumstances, 

and four counts of attempted euirler. 

A l l 3 accuead hava already Admitted in 

court that thay ara AIC aaabars, and hava 

undargona a i l i t a r y t ra in ing in various ANC 

camps. 

I n addit ion t o thaaa charges, Taotaoba i s 

alleged to hava par t ic ipated In tha g u a r l l l a 

attack on tha Booysans police stat ion in Apr i l 

1980, to hava attacked Uncle Tca'a H a l l i n 

Boaato and aat i t on f i r e In Vay 1960, and 

to have launched an attack on tha Ouba railway 

stat ion I n Ootobar I960. Ha l a also charged e i t h 

hiding ammunition, weapons and explosives 

intended f o r sabotage operations. 

Sbabangu i s charged with attaching tha 

hoao of a Sbuth Afr ican pollcesmn a t Bosfontain, 

near Umlalana, Barherton, during Apr i l 1980. 

Holaa is charged e i t h taking part i n tha 

attack on Sasol 2 at SecurvJa in June 1980, and 

returning to South Afr ica in October 1980 to 

gathar information for a second attack on 

Sasol* 
Tha t r i a l opened with tha defence contesting 

tha adelsslons ehlch tha accused aade on the i r 

f i r s t court eppaaranca. Af ter lengthy periods 

of datantlon under section 6 of tha Terrorism 

Act, tha accuaad aara brought to court without 

legal representation. Thara, i n complex legal 

proceedings, thay asda cer ta in pre jud ic ia l 

aonleelona. I n tha eubedssion of tha defence 

counael, these admissions asda by the accused 

should not ba adeiaaible against thoa during 

t h e i r t r i a l . However, presiding Judge Theron 

has ruled that these i n i t i a l concessions aade by 

the accused w i l l ba evidence against thea. 

Judge Theron also upheld a state appl icat ion , 

opposed by tha defence, that cer ta in categories 

of witnesses ehould give avldanca in caaera. 

Tha f i r s t of these eas a men captured in tha 

Defence Force reld on Uetola ear l ie r t h i e 

year. ( i t w i l l be recal led that State 

author i t ies denied a t the t i n that anyone 

had baan capturad in tha raid). Tha witness 

claimed that ha had bean lnvolvad In tha attack 

on Sasol 2 , and that ehan capturad by tha S A W , 

•toiae had also baan also baan tefcsn back to 

South Afr ica by the attacking forces. 

A major feature of tha t r i a l thuafar has a 

baan tha al legations of syateaatlc torture 

levelled against the police ttf defence eitneeeae. 

Tha f i r s t accuaad hae given evidance in a t r i a l -

w i t h i n - a - t r l a i about the circumstances i n ehlch 

ha caaa to eejka a etateaent while in pol ice 

custody. The state hae bended tha statement 

In as avldanca, sh l le defence counael claimed 

t h a t i t had not been aade f r e e l y by tha accuaad. 

Tha defence has also ca l lad avldanca froa 

a nuabar of ax-detalneee eho t e s t i f i e d to being 

tortured t h U e in police detention. These 

eitnasses, eho aara charged and acqulttad of 

furthering the alas of tha WC, a l l t e s t i f i e d 

about the tor ture and assaults they endured 

at Protea police station and elsewhere. 

I n eddi t lon, Or W mntlana t e s t i f i e d that ha 

treated a female detainee eho, on her releaee, 

had aarks and bruises on her back consistent 

with assault with a baton or sjambok. 

A cer ta in Lieutenant A T r o l l i p featured 

praalnantly in tha a 1legations of assault and 

tortura at ^rotaa police stat ion. T r o l l i p hae 

had s l a i l a r al legations aade agalnat hia in 

other t r i a l s , notably in the sedition t r i a l of 

Soeato student leaders. I n the eake of that 

t r i a l one of the accused, Daniel Bechebo 

Uontel tsl ins t i tu ted proceedings egainat 

T r o l l i p end others for deaepee. Uonte l ts l , a 

chaimen of the SSflC St tha t l a e of hie detention, 

alleged that T r o l l i p and others severely 

assaulted hia while in detention. At tha time 

of wr i t ing , the Monteitsi c l a l a haa not yet 

bean flnalieavJ because of delaye In court 

proceed Inge * 

At tha time T r o l l i p eas featuring I n tha 
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Trial , hla nam -am* a l i o being heard 

in another court of law. Detainee Masabeta 

Loata had smuggled notes fro* prison to her 

mother: in chase aha alleged that she wee 

being tortured In detention in a po l i ce attempt 

t o force her to admit to certain matters 

related to SAYRCO. In an application brought 

hy Loate's mother seeking to reetraln the 

pol ice from assaul t ing har daughter! the 

of Trolllp featured as one of the po l i ce 

al legedly torturing Loata. 

Security po l i ce denied that they had 

bean involved in torturing or assault ing 

anyone, and Troll ip to ld the court that ha 

surprised whan pmople gave evidence about assaul t 

and torture because he mas so nice to them. 

At the conclusion of the t r i a l - a i t h i n - a -

t r i a l , presiding Judge Tharan ruled that the 

Tsotaobe statement mas admissible as evidence *nd 

had not been made under any duress. Judge 

Theron said that he mould give h i s reasons for 

t h l e ruling a t a latmr data. 

T?ie second accused* Johannes Shabangu, 

a l s o a l l e g e s torture and'assaults at the hands 

of the security p o l i c e . He claims that he erne 

suspended head-down from e tree , with rope t i e d 

to h i s leg irons . Ha mas then lashed with e 

sjambok while being questioned. In support of 

h i s a l l egat ion , defencs counsel cal led Oevld 

mampenw, eho i s awaiting t r i a l in m Terrorism 

Act t r i a l , and i s an a l leged co-conspirator of 

Shabangu (see above). Mempane, who was detained 

with Shabangu, told the court that while he we* 

being beatmn in e room, ha could hmar Shabangu 

screaming in another. Gnabengu has claimed that 

po l i ce dis located h i s Jam while beating him. 
• 

After the e ta te led evidence from a d i s t r i c t 

surgeon saying that he had examined &iabangu, and 

found no marks on him, judge Theron ruled thet 

the Shabangu statement mas s l s o admissible e s 

evidence. The Judge mill g ive hie reasons la ter 

on for t h i s rul ing. 

The t r i a l continues in the Pretoria Supreme 

Court. 

LABOUR ACTION 
NAT*l 
Burhose (Estcourt): About 1 GOG workers downed 
too l s on 25 limy demanding double the R1&-21 
per weak presently earned. A spokesperson for 
the Metional Union of Text i l e workers said that 
the firm had dismissed e l l the workers involved, 
end had rejected union proposals for s e t t l i n g 
the dispute. Pol ice with tearges mere cal led 
in t o disperse the workers (Star , 27 .05 .81) . 

By 30 May management had not acceded to the ir 
demand, but mas claiming that the workers had 
gone back to work on the 29th. The workers mare 
t o elmct a negotiating committee the following 
meek (Natal Mercury, 30 .05.81); management hed 
undertaken t o negot iate a recognition agreement 
with the union. 

Huletts sugar mill (Fel ixton): More than 500 
workers went on s t r i k e on 19 June dmmanding a 
R95 a month l iv ing-out allowance for married 
workers not l i v ing in company accommodation, 
management offered them R50 a month. The National 
Union of Sugar Manufacturing and Refining 
Employees (unaf f i l ia ted) persuaded the workers 
to go back to work on 25 June. 
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The Industrial Council mat the next day and 
awarded the workers R30 a month. The Netel 
Mercury reported that th i s resolved the dispute 
( ! ) (W, 26 .06 .81; 27 .06 .81) . 

Richards Bay Minerals (Richards Bey): 650-800 
workers, out of 933 at the firm, went on s tr ike 
on 25 June demanding recognition of the National 
Iron, S t e e l , Metal and Al l ied Workers Union 
(NISUAVU, a f f i l i a t e d to the National Federetion 
Of workers). 

Some workers indicated thet they would 
return to work on Monday. The workers * houses 
in Esikhaeini ware attacked over the weekend. 
The occupants of the 300 houses owned by ttte 
RBU company were given 2 aaafc ev i c t ion not ices . 
On Friday, 10 afrlcan security guards being 
driven home in company cars mere stoned. 

Porkers returning to mot* mera not sa t i s f i ed 
with the s l tue t lon: 9 workers (3 being union 
leedwrs) were not re-employed by the company 
despite management's agreement to re-employ 
a l l unconditionally. 

On 29 June 800 workers ware firmd. They 
refuead to c o l l e c t the ir pay. The po l i ce were 
cal led in and po l i ce vans 'escourtad' busloads 
of worker* t o Esikhaeini . Pol ice patrol led the 
area most of the day and prevented the workers 
from gathering in groups. One worker, Oavld 
51 thole , was arrested e t home. 

Uenmgament i s demanding that the union 
shorn half the workers as paid up members before 
i t mi l l grant recognit ion, and wi l l not agree 
t o a secret ba l l o t t o determine support for the 
union. NISUAfflJ clelms that i t has the support 
of 69^ of the workers at the plant, management 
said that i t was only prepared to negotiate when 
the worker* had returned to work, 

SA Tioxlde (Uabogintwini): All aoO workers went 
on s tr ike In l e t e June (possibly 25 ifcme) demanding 
that the company's personnel o f f i car be dismissed. 
The Chemical markers Industrial Union (C»IU -
FOSATU a f f i l i a t e d ) was involved in negotiat ions. 
The workers want back on 30 June. It ees not 
c l eer what agreement was reached (NM. 30 .06 .81; 
01 .07 .81 ) . 

SA^O Baksry (Eahome): The firm has recognised 
the shop stewards committee of the National 
Federation of Workers at the bakery (Sunday 
Tribune, 21 .06 .81 ) . 

Umhlatuzi Valley Sugar Company ( h o t e l ) : Wore 
than 300 workers went on s tr ike on 29 June 
in support of e demand for e 'workers' l i a i s o n 
committee* (Cape Times, 01 .07 .81 ) . management 
agreed to the demand end the workers returned 
to work the next day. 

Fine Foods (Pty] Ltd (Durben): Thfwe years of 
attempted negotiations for higher wages f i n e l l y 
culminated on 26 may in a 'peaceful S i t - i n ' by 
62 workers (according to the worker*}t or ' s t r i k e ' 
(according to the manager) for higher wages. 
Current wages were R16 per week. 

They refused to return to work unt i l the 
manager had negotieted with the ir union, a f f i l i a t e d 
to the National Federetion of Workers. Uenege-
mtnt then fired them a l l . 



On 3 June I t mis repor ted ( N a t a l Mercury] 
t h a t management had agreed t o take the workers 
back, and t o n e g o t i a t e wi th t h e workers ' committee. 
Th is committee n e g o t i a t e d a 20)1 r i s e , 

F r e i g h t Sarv icaa Warehouse (Durban) : S t r l X a 
a c t i o n took p l a c a on 1 May ovar a wage d l a p u t a . 
I n March workers had requested an Immediate 
increase i n eagas. Incramsaa wore on ly g l v a n 
I n A p r i l , and aara not l a r g a enough t o a a t l a f y 
many o f t h a workers . 

E i g h t a f r l c a n workers and s i x I n d i a n workers 
accepted tha i n c r a a a a a . 

Tha a t r l k i n g a o r k a r a aara t o ba p a i d o f f 
i f they d i d not r a t u m t o work by May 2 . 

Tongaat M i l l ( T o n g a a t ) : 1? workers vara i n v o l v a d 
I n a d laputa wi th management ovar t h a l r t r a n s f e r 
from one s e c t i o n of t h a f a c t o r y t o ano ther . 
800 workers than doened t o o l s f o r f o u r days i n 
support ( e a r l y A p r i l ) . 

E^akneni Transport ( t a d y a a i t h ) : See « P 17 : 
40 f o r prev ious coverage o f t h e d e t e n t i o n of the 
BAVU ( S l a c k A l l i e d Workers Union) members by 
s e c u r i t y p o l i c e , 

BA1U c la ims t h a t f i v e o f i t s n e a t e r * a a r a 
a a a a u l t a d w h i l e i n d e t e n t i o n , and t h a t t h e i r 
statements t h a t t h a union had I n s t i g a t e d tt*e_ 
s t r i k e a t t h i s t r a n s p o r t f i r m were made under 
duress . 

P o l i c e M i n i s t e r la Grange denied these 
o l a l a a . 

I l c o Howaa (Durban} : E a r l y i n A p r i l 1 800 workers 
( I n d i a n , a f r l c a n and c o l o u r e d ) want on s t r i k e 
f o r h i g h e r wages; f o r wages t o be p a i d f o r t n i g h t l y 
i n s t e a d of monthly; and f o r wages t o be p a i d 
r e g u l a r l y . 

T h i r t y workers res igned I n p r o t e s t aga ins t 
the low wages. Our next r e p o r t r e f e r s t o the 
9 t h J u l y when 2 000 workers were sacked f a r 
s t r i k i n g a second t i m e . ' I have no Idea why 
they decided t o s t r i k e , and am not i n t e r e s t e d 
i n f i n d i n g o u t * , sa id managing d i r e c t o r , 4 A C 
Dammars* These d ismissa ls inc luded s k i l l e d workers 
The s t r i k e had bean staged to p r o t e s t aga ins t 
t h e d ismissa l o f 40 workers , c la imed by management 
t o be ' u n p r o d u c t i v e ' . They a l s o wanted t h e yards 1 

c o n s t r u c t i o n manager to be d ismissed. 

•management had s t a t e d t h a t i t would be 
prepared t o d e a l w i th t h e SA A l l i e d Workers Union 
(SAAWU) i n f u t u r e , but would not do so over 
issues r e l a t e d t o t h e J u l y s t r i k e . 

They r e employed about 1 900 o f the workwrs 
but d i d not take on 200 ' t r o u b l e - m a k e r s ' . 

I l c o hoses i a c o n t r a c t e d t o t h e Durban 
C i t y Counci l t o b u i l d 8 000 housing u n i t s a t 
a t o t a l cost o f R60-« ( N a t a l Mercury, 0 3 . 0 7 . 8 1 ) . 
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Union Co-oparat lvw Bark and Sugar Company 
( D a l t o n ) : a i d workers were sacked over a pay 
d i s p u t e on March 3 1 . Workwrs p r o t e s t e d 
management's w i thdrawa l o f t h a l r s tandard food 
r a t l o n a wi thout compensation,, by r e f u s i n g t o 
c o l l e c t t h e i r pay p a c k e t s . The workers were then 
sacked and charged w i t h t r e s p a s s i n g on company 
premises . 

On 9 May t h e Supreme Court heard a f f l d a v i t a 
request ing t h e re ins ta tement of 186 of the 414 
workers (see WIP 1 8 ) , brought by the 3weet, Food 
end A l l i e d Workers Un ion . I f t h e cour t decided 
i n fevour of the re ins ta tement a precedent would 
be c rea ted f o r t h e r i g h t s o f migrant workers 
i n urban a r e a s , accord ing to labour lawyers 
( S t a r , 2 7 . 0 3 . 8 1 ) . The c o u r t case i s t o be h e l d 
ovar u n t i l August. 

350 o f t h a workere c a r r i e d out a p e a c e f u l 
march of 14km t o p r o t e s t a g a i n s t t h e i r f i r i n g . . 
A t r a f f i c policemen c awe i n t e d f a v o u r a b l y on t h e i r 
' u n i t y * and ' c a l m n e s s ' . The marchers r e c e i v e d 
support i n t h e form of clenched f i s t s a l u t e s 
f r o a t h e occupants of passing c a r s as they marched. 

I s i p l n g o T e x t i l e Company ( N a t a l ) : On Wednesday, 
20 May, n igh t s h i f t workers a t ITC re fused t o 
work (management says because o f a misunderstanding 
over a ' p r e v i o u s l y n e g o t i e t e d amendment* t o 
t h e ' g r a d i n g ' system) . The mat te r eas r e s o l v e d . 

However, workers then expressed d i s s a t l s * 
f a c t i o n over wages, demanding R2.50 i n c r e a s e s . 
Managemente*story i s t h a t t h e workere re fused 
t o use 'normal g r i e v a n c e procedure ' end e l a o 
r e f u s e d t o e l e c t a new commit tee. SAAWU* a 
Gam K i k l n a says t h a t management r e f u s e d t o dea l 
w i t h a committee e l e c t e d under t h e euaplces of 

the union ( S t a r , 2 6 . 0 5 . 8 1 ) . 
On Thursday, 21 May, a l l 220 workers downed 

t o o l s . They re fused n e g o t i s t i o n ( s a i d I T C ' a 
d i r e c t o r , Gunthwr B a l e r ) and were dismissed on 
t h e same day. No workers a r r i / e d t o c o l l e c t 
pay packets on F r i d a y . 

SAAtU MSS r e p o r t e d t o be cons ider ing 
' l e g a l a c t i o n * (ROM, 2 8 . 0 3 . 8 1 ) . 

No f u r t h e r r e p o r t s a v a i l a b l e . 

WESTERN CAPE 
Pepsi Cola ( E p p i n g ) : The Cape Hera ld r e p o r t e d 
a s t r i k e by 70 d e l i v e r y workers t h a t had taken 
place on 3 June. The r e p o r t se id t h a t 90% of 
the workers were back a t work tha next day 
(C H e r a l d , 0 6 . 0 6 . 6 l ) . 

H Slackman concrete f a c t o r y (Wet ton , Cape) : 
65 • o n c e r s , ("embers o f the General Workers Union 
(GYij), walked out i n p r o t e s t on 8 J u l y aga ins t 
the sacking of e f w l l o v worker f a r making an 

e r r o r i n t h e cmamnt-production process. 
Product ion a t t h e f a c t o r y was stopped. 

On 9 J u l y I t eas repor ted (Cape Tijwaa) t h a t 
GWU o f f i c i a l a had t r i e d unsuccessfu l ly t o 
t h e manager, and t h a t tha e o r k e r a ' coawjittaa 
was t o t r y t o n e g o t i a t e wi th management. On 
10 J u l y management agreed t o r e i n s t a t e t h e 
dismissed worker* A spokesperson f o r t h e 
GtfU h a i l e d t h e r e l n e t a t e a e n t aa a tremendous 
v i c t o r y . 

Ruthar ford Jo inery (Parow): Workers e t t h e 
f a c t o r y walked out on 15 J u l y over management's 
f a i l u r e t o g iven them mid-year inc reases . They 
re turned t o work a t midday wi th t h e d ispute s t i l l 
unreso lved . Management was t o ho ld a meet ing 
w i t h the workers* committee t h a t day . 

Gourmet F i s h Products (Stompnexia Bey ) : Workers 
stopped work on 13 J u l y i n p r o t e a t aga ins t t h a 
management's minlmua wage o f f e r o f R31,28 per 
week. They ware fo l lowed tha next dey by t h e 
workers a t the f i r w ' a f a c t o r y a t St Helena Bay. 
They were ask ing t h a t t h e i r eages be brought 
I n t o l i n e wi th those in t roduced a t t h e See Harvest 
f a c t o r y i n Saldanha over a d ispute two weeks 
p r e v i o u s l y , according to t h e Food and Canning 
Workere Union (FCWU). 

The manager t o l d r e p o r t e r s t h a t he was 
prepared to d iscuss the issue w i t h workers , 
but t h a t he d i d n ' t ho ld much hope o f i n c r e a s e s . 
The FCWU s a i d t h a t tha workers b e l i e v e d t h a t 
t h e r e would not be any scabbing (management 
had suggested t h a t t h e r e were many unemployed 
i n the a rea t h a t they could employ ( A r g u e ) ) . 

Workers and management were s t i l l deadlocked 
on 23 J u l y . The workers were t o be dismissed 
i f they d i d not r e t u r n t o work the next day . 

Sga Harvest (Sa ldanha ) : A d i s p u t e over wages 
occurred e a r l y i n J u l y , w i th the FCWU n e g o t i e t i n g 
f o r the workers and demanding a mlniaum wage o f 
R40 I0Q a week, and management t r y i n g ' to bypass 
t h e union i n making the announcement (about new 
wege r a t e s ) * h i l w the union was t r y i n g t o n a g o t l e t e 
^n agreement on wages' ( S t a r , 0 3 . 0 7 . 8 1 ) . 

A c t i o n then cant red on about 900 workere. 
The managing d i r e c t o r o f Sea H a r v e s t , K Kramer, 
c la imed t h a t t h e workers 'walked o u t 1 . The 
genera l s e c r e t a r y of the FCWU, on t h e o t h e r hand, 
c la imed t h a t t h e workers had been locked o u t . 
Both denied t h a t workers had s t r u c k . 
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Thai eorkera repor ted M i n g p n p i r i d t o 
rfOotimm v i W eavwwjeaent t h r o u * t h e FCell, 
but management remained rx&n-ccaimlttal 
weekend ahan they agreed t o meat . 

By the Monday, workers were r e i n s t a t e d i n 
t h e i r o l d p o s i t i o n s , and w i t h a M O a waak 
minimum wage. * h e t h e r o r not t h e eorkers hava 
bene f l t t ea l I s u n c l e a r , bacauaa the Cap a H e r a l d 
( 1 1 . 0 7 . 8 1 ) r a p o r t s t h a t management accepted t h i s 
wage edjusteient on c o n d i t i o n t h a t e l l o a a n c e e and 
bonuses vould i n a i a d i a t a l y f l a i l away. 

For p rev ious coverage . i e * Lapland (Caps Town): 
W_fP 16:49 . 

Towards t h s and o f Hay Lsylsnd s a i d t h a t 
they had a l r e a d y r a —ployed 1 491 eorfcere t o 
r e p l a c e t h s 2 000 s t r i k e r * f i n d t h s sask 
b e f o r e . 'A t l e a s t 40Jl' « « r s a a i d t o t e m 
workers . However, monagawtent a t i l l appaeled 
t o sen ior workers t o r e t u r n (ROM, Z 7 . C & . 6 1 ) . 

E a r l y i n June s e v e r a l Cap* Toan based 
unions expressed t h a i r support f o r t h a s t r i k e r s . 
These were thai F C W , Caps Town Mun ic ipa l 
ffof+avr** Un ion , N a t i o n a l Union of Commercial. 
C a t e r i n g and A l l l a d workers, t h s Commercia l , 
C e t e r i n g and A l l l a d fencers Uniom o f South 
A f r i c a , and t h a flVU. Th« N a t i o n a l Union o f 
Motor Assemblies and Rubber f c r V t r ^ of South 
A f r l o a ' s (NUVARVOSA) Joa Fos ta r a a i d t h a t on ly 
S00 workers had r e t u r n e d t o t h a Blackhaath 
plant. 

Counter c la ims aa t o hoa asny workwr* hava 
r s t u r n a d c o n t i n u e , A NUMRV03A meet ing a t 
B a l l v i l l a on 9 June mas a a i d t o havs bean 
a t tended by 900 s t r i k e r s . Lsyland management 
aa id t h a t t h i a aas i a p o s a l b l s ae t h e f i n e 
mas noe a a p l o y l n g 2 070 workers , 1 300 of thaa 
e x ~ e t r l k e r a . 

• h i la worker* a n s t r i k i n g f o r 25c an 
hour a o r a , i t aas r e p o r t e d t h e t t h e ex-South 
A f r i c a n head o f Ley l a n d , S i r Michael Edvardea, 
had been g iven a R42 000 a year pay r i s e , 
p u t t i n g h i s annuel earn ings from Leyland a t 
c l o s e t o R160 000? ( S t a r , 0 9 . 0 6 . S i ) , 
way a Range Rover run him over . 

Shop stewards a t Leyland i n B r i t a i n 
dec ided t o 'b lack* v i t a l p a r t s and k i t s 
des t ined f o r South A f r i c a , Th is aas a f t e r 
thay hed been addressed by o f f i c i a l s f r w * tha 
A n t i ~ 4 p a r t h a i d Moveaent and t h a South A f r i c a n 
Congrese of Trade Unions (SACTU). The Labour 
P a r t y i n B r i t a i n a l s o j o i n e d t h e p r o t e s t a t 
tha t rea tment of t h e South A f r i c a n workers . 

Dur ing June the s t r i k e r s s t a r t e d suppor t -
r a i s i n g a c t i v i t y i n t h e l o c a l communit ies. 
U n i v e r s i t y o f Cape Toan*a SrvWCO (Student 
H e a l t h and W e l f a r e Centres O r g a n i s a t i o n ) 
sa id t h a t they had set funds a s i d e f o r 
s t r i k e r s and t h e i r f a m i l i e s . By tha end of the 
month support had bean pledged by 60 o r g a n i s a t i o n s 

-

-
• 

i n t h e V e s t e m Cape. 
£ s r l y i n J u l y e mass meeting a t tended by 

2 000 i n support o f t h e s t r i k e r s , c a l l e d on . 
t h e B r i t i s h Ambassador i n South A f r i c a t o 
i n t e r v e n e . He r e f u s e d . 

On 6 J u l y , judgement aes reserved i n the 
Cape Town Supreme Court on an a p p l i c a t i o n 
d e c l a r i n g t h e d i s m i s s a l on 20 May o f 9 Leyland 
s o r t e r s t o be s breech o f cont rac t - t h e cent 
be ing the d i s m i s s a l procedure agreed on 
between management end NUUARWOSA d u r i n g I 9 6 0 . 

From B r i t a i n i t was r e p o r t e d t h a t t h e 
Transport and General formers Union end the 
Amalgamated Union o f Engineer ing Workers had 
pressured B r i t i s h Leyland i n t o t e l l l i n g 
Leyland 8A t o t a l k w i t h the ' a t r i k e r s (RDM. 
11*07 .81 and 1 6 . 0 7 . 8 1 ) . Th is was denied by 
L e y l a n d , but conf irmed by NUUAPWOSA. The 
union d i d hava a meet ing wi th management f o r 
the f i r s t time d u r i n g t h i s weak . Honkers 
r e j e c t e d proposals t h e t arose out o f these 
meet ings . 

The ROM, 2 3 . 0 7 . 8 1 , r e p o r t e d t h e t the 
s t r i k e aas over 10 weeks a f t e r i t hsd s t a r t s d . 
Joe Fos te r s a i d t h a t t h s tanas o f agreement 
earn e l i g h t l y d i f f e r e n t f r o * those r e j e c t e d by 
workers the week b e f o r e . * 

B e f o r e t h e end o f J u l y , 170 workers would 
be taken back a t t h e two p l e n t s ; an a d d i t i o n a l 
200 would be taken back from 3 August , 'when 

vacancies w i l l o c c u r ' . 

EASTERN CAPE 
Repco Motor Components f a c t o r y (Por t E l i z a b e t h ) : 
160 workers want on s t r i k e on 24 June i n p r o t e s t 
aga ins t the d ismissa l o f 3 workers* The workers 
demanded the u n c o n d i t i o n a l re ins ta tement of the 
dismissed workers end the r e c o g n i t i o n of t h e i r 
un ion , t h e Motor Assemblies and Ccmponenta 
Barkers Unicn of South A f r i c a (UACWUSA). 
According to UADYUSA the 3 men eere read a 
statement by management which i n s i s t e d on the 
company's r i g h t t o ' d i s c i p l i n e ' workers and 
eh ich sa id t h a t MACWUSA would not be recognised 
unless i t became a member o f t h e I n d u s t r i a l 
C o u n c i l . 

The workers h e l d a meet ing i n KwaMkhels 
on 25 June and e l e c t e d r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s t o meet 
w i t h management. A management r e p r e s e n t a t i v e 
s e l d t h e t he was prepared t o t a l k t o the u n i o n , 
but not I n t h e presence o f Sipho P i tyena (a 

WAC1USA e x e c u t i v e member). • i t y a n a 
de ta lned t h * f o l l o w i n g day (26 J u n e ) . On 
10 > i l y i t was r e p o r t e d t h a t ha e u be ing h e l d 
under s e c t i o n 6 o f t h e Ter ror ism Act . 

eemsgewjant subsequently sa id t h a t i t aas 
prepared t o recognise t h e union i f MACVU5A 
could shown thaa t h a t h a l f t h e workers mere 
p a i d up union members. The eorkers decided 
over the eewkand of 4 - 5 J u l y t o cont inue t h e i r 
s t r i k e u n t i l management had agreed t o ' r e i n e t a t e 
them a l l ( i t seams t h a t by t h i s stage t h e 
s t r i k i n g workers hed been f i r e d ) . 

On 7 J u l y i t was repor ted t h a t management 
«es o r e o a r N t o t a k e back 50 workers ovar a 
per iod o f 2 deys , and the o thers l a t e r . 

MACWUSA had organised a community support 
meet ing f o r 11 J u l y . 

SA Cape FeUmonoers ( P o r t E l i z a b e t h : A f t e r 
severa l wor*: stoppages over a p e r i o d of a few 
weeks, S earners warm dismissed f o r ' r e f u s i n g 
to take i n s t r u c t i o n s from a superv isor ' . 
The e n t i r e e f r l c a n workforce ( ISO) then staged 
a wa lk -out * s an expression of s o l i d a r i t y 
( 9 J u l y ) . They eere immediately dismissed by 
management end t o l d t o c o l l e c t severance pay. 

An et tampt t o ge t re ins ta tement o f a l l 
wortcars ( i n c l u d i n g the S) was unsuccessfu l , 
and workers aere r e q u i r e d to apply f o r r e * 
employment s i n g l y , i n order t h e t they fcight be 
screened. The workers a r e members of the 
GWU. 

Federated Timbers (Por t E l i z a b e t h ) : Between 
160 [ S t a r , 1 8 . 0 6 . 8 1 ) and 500 ( S t a r , 1 7 . 0 6 . 8 1 ) 
workers want on s t r i k e on 16 June i n sympathy 
w i t h t h e 1976 r i o t v i c t i m s and f o r h igher 
ainlmum wages. A l l se re members of t h e 
General Workers Union. A management spokes­
person se ld t h a t e l l o f them had 
l o s t t h e i r Jobs by s t r i k i n g . 

North Manufactur ing Company (East London): 
A s e r i e s of events have culminated i n the 
SAAWU consider ing l e g a l a c t i o n aga ins t ths 
company. 

MBnagaajant had asked f o r 3 months grace 
before recognis ing SAAMU, dur ing which t ime 
i t s works .committee was t o remain i n o f f i c e . 
I n t h i s p e r i o d they dismissed a worker . A 
meet ing o f t h e works committee t o p r o t e s t 
aga ins t t h i s move r e s u l t e d i n 2 more workers 
being seckeq t f o r a l l e g e d l y i n s t i g e t i n g s t r i k e 
a c t i o n . The e n t i r e workforce o f 90 then walked 
o f f t h e Job i n p r o t e s t a g a i n s t t h i a f i r i n g 
(21 May}. SAAWU i s cons ider ing l e g a l a c t i o n 
because o f t h e v i c t i m i s a t i o n which sparked o f f 
the s t r i k e . 



O e r r y Tree Bakery (Port 4 El izabeth) : A report 
appeared i n the Evening Poet ( 22 .06 .8 l ) that 
workers had walked out. No information ess 
given on the number of monk ere involved or 
the i r demands. 

Huts Louis Meyburg (Old-age home in Part E l i zabeth) : 
16 women workers vera sacked from the home 
(Evening Poet, 11.06.61) , because of the i r 
becoming maebu 5 of o F08ATU union 3 months 
before, management claimed they eere sacked 
because of a month-long ffo alow, but the 
workers denied that they had organised a 
go aloe. 

The workers said they eere sacked a f t e r 
attending a FOSATU meeting a t which they had 
elected t h e i r Oen committee of 6 workers. 5 
were el legsdly removed from the home by the 
pol ice end dropped of f at Midnight for from 
t h e i r homeo. 

The aenagoment hea refused to meat a 
FOSATU representat ive. According to the 
Department of Hanpowar U t i l i s a t i o n , the 
workers were not covered by the mage Act. 

QCF Bearings (Ui tanhoga) :* The company has 
undertaken, a f t e r negotiations with NuwVVWQSA, 
to abandon Indust r ia l Council eega scales and 
pay mala workers a minimum of R2 t00 en hour 
end female ecrkere 81,60 an hour, I n return 
for an undertaking by NuwWRTOSA to moke sura 
that there are no wi ld-cat a t r l k a a . NUMARWDS* 
says i t w i l l aeka renewed demands for equal 
wages for women [Evening Poat, 03 .07 .81 ) . 

Bora-Warner (Uitonhoge): After negotiations 
with NUmARacSA the company hea agreed t o 
minimum wage retee of R2,00 en hour from 
Apr i l 1982. Management was farced to 
negotiate with the workera committee a f t e r 
workers hod boycotted overtime laat year. 

Valley Text i les (lUddelburg): I t was reported 
In the Evening Poet (03.07.81 end 06.07.81) 
that workers went on s t r ike over a wage 
dispute but returned on 5 July. 

No further Information i s a v a i l a b l e . 

Wllson-Rowntree (East London): For previous 
references to th is s t r ike end SAAWU, see 
« P 1?:fcV11 and 44 end MP 18i46. Support for 
the boycott continues to mount. Boycott 
commmittees have been set up in East London, 
Ourban, Johannesburg and Cape Town. 

20 organisations in Johannesburg and 17 
organisations I n Cape Town heve pledged t h e i r 
support f o r the boycott, and pressure i s 
being put on the perent company, fiowntree 
mackintosh Ltd i n the United Kingdom, to 
Intervene hare. However, the chairman of 

Roentrae mackintosh (UK), Kenneth Dixon, said 
thst negotiations had broken down with SAAVU 
when SAAftU had refused t o negotiate with the 
Sweet wtarkars Union. Ha said that4 the company 
would continue to support non- r a c i a l trade union 
representation (SAAWU claims majority support 
at the f a c t o r y ) . 

In the meantime, both the president of 
SAAffU, Thozamlle Gqwetha, and the viea-oresldent. 
Si sa NJlkelana, t^vm been detelned. 

Oorbyl motor Component factory (u i tannage): 
On 17 June 1 000 workers at 2 Oorbyl plants went 
on a t r ike over demand5 far e R2.00 ^n hour 
minimum wage. The workers are members of 
FOSATU-affiliated NLAWflwOSA. 

Management insisted on st icking to the 
wage rates in the IC agreement. * " • a t r ikera 
were a l l dismissed, and manoc/ement t r i e d to 
recru i t scab labour, but there were reports 
that production at one of the plants had stopped 
completely (Evening Post, 22 .06 .81) . 

On IB June the workers, decided to continue 
the i r s t r i k e u n t i l t h e i r union resumed wage 
negotiations with management on 2 July. On that 
day NUWfleOSA members met with Ford to discuss 
the poss ib i l i t y that Oorbyl products would be 
blacked when end i f the Oorbyl plant started 
operating. They were to meet with Volkswagen 
the following week. 

On 3 July S NuwlARao&A' members were detained 
under the Criminal Procedure Act - the chairman 
of the Oorbyl workers committee, L Benbile and 4 
union shop stewards (C Ngwala, R Baertman, 
L windvogel and Us • McCarthy), 3 daya la te r 
4 workers were "detained for Questioning*. 

On 6 Ju ly , 9 people appeared in the 
magistrates1 court in Uitenhags. Benbile, 
Ngwala, Baartaan, McCarthy and Vindvogel 
were charged with taking pert i n an i l l e g a l 
a t r i k e ; end 2 of them were charged with 
Int imidat ion. 4 others - Bob, Ntjenyene, 
Siner ia (?) and a person whose name i s 
not known * were charged with intimidation 
under the Riotous Assemblies Act. They were 
remanded in Custody u n t i l 9 July, when they 
were granted b a i l . 

I t has been reported that the factory 
committees of NUMAROOSA have organised community 
support for the workers. 

Firestone and related str ides (Port E l izabeth) : 
See I I P 16:46-7; « P 17:44-5; and WIP 16:49-50 
for background mater ia l . 

Firestone SA ' i s to spend R22,5-mll l ion 
in the f i r s t phase of a RflS-million expansion 
programme to meet tyre demands for the .1960s' 
(Star , 08 .07 .81 ) . This would create Jobs for 
500 semi-ski l led workers (R11Q 000 per Job! ) . 

Ford had suspended 1 500 employees by 
22 May, and closed down the i r Cortina p lan t . 
At Flraatone there was e ' p a r t i a l ' stay away 
from work (fewer than 1 000 workers)/ torkers 
a t General Motors were also s t i l l out in sympathy 
with the dismissed Firestone workers. 

Oumile wmkande, UACWU5A o f f i c i a l , said that 
Firestone had used the dismissal of 150 workers 
to 'weed out' older and sick workers. This erne 
confirmed by some of those dismissed (Sunday 
Tribune, 24 .05 .81 ) . 

Towards the and of May ta lks between 
Firestone ifttnagement and UACtuSA were s t i l l 
going on. Rapport, Afrikaans-Slanguage Sunday 
paper, followed the Trensvaler- l ine referred 
to in VIP 18, and hinted that the str ikes eere 
' p o l i t i c a l l y 1 motivated end somehow linked to 
' republ ic ' day protests. • . 

Wednesday, 27 May, saw a mass meeting of 
the 3 500 General Motors, Ford and Firestone 
workers who hod been f i r e d or suspended. They 
steted the i r intention to continue with t h e i r 
ection u n t i l Firestone capitulated (ROM, 28 .05 .81) , 
Government Z i n i , organising secretary ,of UACluSA, 
onnouncod that he would be having another 
meeting with Firestone management. The a t r ike 
had now been going for about 9 days. 

Firestone managing d i rec tor , Peter Morum, 
showed great concern f o r workers, no doubt 
prompted by loss of production,, when he said 
that he was 'great ly diaturbed that there mrm 
people s i t t i n g and not earning any money' 
(ROM, 29 .06 .81) . The MAC1USA suggested that 
the 3 s t r i k e - h i t f irms each employ some of the 
150 dismissed Firestone workers. 

By marly June i t was reported thet the 
number of workers on e t r i k e hod grown, to 
•wel l over 3 0 0 0 ' . Ford motor cxwipany topped 
car sales for May, ' i n spite of labour t roub le . . 
et the company's Port Elizabeth p lan t . But the 
problems only stewed the Cortina assembly l i n e , 
which loa t 17 cays output' (ROM, 1 2 . 0 6 . 8 l ) . 
Ford's Cortina plant production 'would be 
progressively restored ' , said the comaeny's 
industr ia l re lat ione d i rec tor , Fred Farre i ra . 
Ha stressed that no replacements mould be taken 
on for the 1 000 s t r ikers (Star , 03 .06 .81) . 
General Motors was said to have reopened ' a f t e r 
a week-long closure for an inventory check' 
(PCM, 03 .06 .61 ) . 

At a report back meeting on negotiations, 
held et New Brighton on Wednesday, 3 June, 
Firestone workers accepted an o f fe r of immediate 
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rwinstatawmwit o f 21 o f t h e i r number, w h i l e tha 
rest of tha iso mould be taken beck a t t h e 
ra te of between 7 and 15 p a r month, depending 
on v a c a n c i e s , J M b U f H workers h a l t e d t r a f f i c 
n f t«r t h i s announcement t h a t ems occopted es a 
v i c t o r y f o r MACWUSA. Workers agreed t o go back 
on Monday, B June. 

A a U t e m e n t by F i r e s t o n e * e Pot or Moru* 
p u t t h e egreament I n a l a s e f a v o u r a b l e l i g h t 
f o r t h e e o r k e r e . Ha a a l d t h a t t h e 21 would be 
r a l n e t a t e d ( a l l workers over 50 years o f a g e ] , . 
wh i le t h e r e e t aould ba taken on *ae vacanc ies 
a r o s e ' , a h i l e those with 'poor records* aould 
not be employed. 

The day a f t a r the Ford moifcsre r e t u r n e d , 
900 of thaai mart on s t r i k e a t t h e engine p l a n t 
over t h e d i e m i a e e l o f 2 f e l l o e a o r k a r a ( S t a r , 
0 9 . 0 6 . 8 1 ; ROW, 1 0 . 0 6 . 8 1 ) . The s i t u a t i o n aas 
f u r t h e r confueed ehen Ford e e l d t h a t not a l l 
r e t u r n i n g s t r i k e r s could be taken on a t t h e 
sane t i » e - t h i s depended on after* backlogs had 
developed i n t h e product ion l i n e . 

On Tuesday n i g h t t h e new s t r i k e r s decided 
t o r e t u r n t o eork ( f o l l o w i n g union-amnagament 
d i s c u s s i o n ) . A f a a a o r e d e t a i l s o f t h e i r 
gr ievances and i n t e n s e exlstrust o f management 
moves, c a m t o l i g h t . The ROM r e p o r t e d t h a t t h e 
d l a p u t f cent red 

on workers auapio ions a f t e r e •anegaaant 
i n s t r u c t i o n I n v o l v i n g t h e t r a i n i n g o f 
coloured egr icar* . l o r k e r a a a i d they 
suspected management planned t o phase them 
out a f t e r the colourada were t r a i n e d 
( 1 0 . 0 6 . 8 1 ) . 

A worker aho was s l l e g a d l y d lemisaad a a i d t h a t he 
had re fused t o t r a i n a new co loured employee 
and wsa then t o l d t o leave t h e p l a n t . 

Ford was r e p o r t e d t o be 'manning up' f o r the 
i n t r o d u c t i o n o f a n i g h t s h i f t , but denied t h a t 
t h i s aas t o r e p l a c e s t a f f . 

workers who r e t u r n e d to work on Wednesday, 
10 June, were turned away as t h e union had not 
g iven a days n o t i c e t h a t the s t r i k s was over 
( a s rmquired by management). 2 w h i t e - c o l l a r 
F o r t workers , i n c l u d i n g Government Z i n i , vera 
demoted. Sa id Ford 's F e r r e l r a : 

Whi le we subscr ibe t o freedom of a s s o c i a t i o n , 
we cannot condone s i t u a t i o n s where s a l a r i e d 
o f f i c i a l s who have a u t h o r i t y over h o u r l y 
employeee, a t the same t ime t a k e a 
l eadersh ip r o l e i n t h e union i n ah ich 
these h o u r l y employeee a r e members. 
C l e a r l y » such s i t u a t i o n s c o n s t i t u t e a 
c o n f l i c t o f i n t s r a a t (ROM, 1 1 . 0 6 . 8 1 ) . 

C l e a r l y management was coming back t o r e a s s e r t 
a u t h o r i t y i n the p l a c e o f employment by h i r i n g , 
f i r i n g and d e v o t i n g . 

On 11 June t h e nee group of 500 s t r i k e r s 
r w t u m e d t o work. 

Government Z t m announced t h a t MACSU6A 
would not a l l o w Ford t o succeed i n t h e i r 
s t r a t e g y o f r a c i a l l y — d i v i d i n g workers and would 
go on an a c t i v e campaign o f r e c r u i t i n g coloured 
workers f o r t h e union ( S t a r , 1 8 . 0 6 . 8 1 ) . 

Parthenon Pa in t [Por t E l i z a b e t h ) : A ' b r i e f ' 
w o n atoppage a t t h i s p l a n t was repor ted on i n 
t h e S t a r ( 1 1 . 0 6 . 8 1 ) . Th is was s a i d t o have 
been over the d i s m i s s a l or 2 UACWUSA e x e c u t i v e 
members. 

TMHSVAAL 
Bstswana-Gare Transport (BophutheTseana): A 
meeting h e l d on June 2a t o d iscuss working 
c o n d i t i o n s ended i n an a l i w g a d a s s a u l t on t h a 
company's t r a n s p o r t aupar lntendant by 4 bua 
d r i v e r s . They a r e being charged e i t h at tempted 
murder. 

They pleaded not g u i l t y t o t h e charges , and 
t h a case has oeen postponed t o 2 October. 

I n d u s t r i a l E l e c t r i c a l Coawjany (Soweto l ; About 
60 u n r e g i s t e r e d black t rench d l g g s r s were l a i d 
o f f on 11 June beceuse thwy had g o t too f a r 
ahead o f the machine l a y i n g cab les . 

On 19 June a f u r t h e r 200 d i g g e r s were t o l d 
they ware t o rwceive pay c u t * . A l l want on 
s t r i k e i n p r o t e s t . 

Uore i n f o r m a t i o n needed. 

Ra le igh Cycles ( S p r i n g s ) : Sea « P 10:32 end 
wIP 18:44 f o r prev ious coverage. A repor t i n -
the S t a r ( 1 7 . 0 7 . 8 1 ) ment ions g r e a t e r 
r e c o g n i t i o n be ing accorded t h e Engineer ing and 
A l l i e d Workers Union by management. 

Blsonbcrd (Goksburg)i Tha e n t i r e workforce 
donned t o o l s on 13 J u l y Over wage demands. 
Uanagement warned t h a t un less they were back 
a t eork by 17 J u l y they would face d i s m i s s a l . 

Ta lks were conducted through an e l e c t e d 
in—plant committee. Management "£d agreed 

' i n p r i n c i p l e ' to recognise t h e Paper, Wood and 
A l l i e d Workers Union, but t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p had 
not y e t been f o r m a l i s e d . 

The reemployment of acme 270 workers was 
then n e g o t i a t e d by union o f f i c i a l s (21 J u l y ) , 
provided they accepted a R3,22 a seek inc rease 
negot ia ted t^y the F O S A T U - e f f i l i a t e d un ion . 
General Uanager Ron Lucke, s a i d tha t r e c o g n i t i o n 

t a l k s would con t inue , p rov ided t h e union 
accepted 'some bas ic r u l e s such as our r i g h t t o 
manage* (flOU, 2 1 . 0 7 . 8 1 ) . 

Anglo-American Corporat ion (Johannesburg): 
see WIP 18:42 f o r p rev ious coverage. Thw d i s p u t e 
over t h e new pension scheme was s t i l l simmering 
i n e a r l y J u l y . A meet ing h e l d between management 
end r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of t h e "AAC head o f f i c e 
a f r i c a n a t a f f on 1 J u l y ended i n deadlock . 

L a t e s t r e p o r t i n g has i t t h a t Harry 
Oppenhelmer i s be ing c a l l e d i n t o r e s o l v e t h e 
d i s p u t e * t h i s move c a l l e d f o r by management 
i n the orw v e r s i o n (ROM, 0 2 . 0 7 . 8 1 ) , end by the 
workers i n ' t h e o t h e r ( S t a r , 0 6 . 0 7 . 8 1 ) . 

whether he has been successful i s not 
known. 

Work I n Progress r a g r e t a any inconvenience 
caused t o i t s readers by tha re fe rence t o t h i a 
p r o t e s t as a . " s t r i k e * , i n the l a s t sentence 
of t h e p rev ious r e p o r t on t h i s d i s p u t e . 

»it;ndlfc?r and Handler (eoksburt:) : A rTvanflgetnent 
announcement on 13 July . tha t t h e r e would be 
no pay increases sparked o f f a s t r i k e by more 
then 2 000 workers . 

This aas t h e t h i r d s t r i k e i n e f o r t n i g h t 
on t h e East Rand. 

The Mete l and A l l i e d Workers Union (UAVU) 
had r e c e n t l y a t t a i n e d overwhelming support 
from workers, and so stepped i n t o represent 
workers . 

A f t e r an emotion-charged meet ing on 17 J u l y , 
the workers agreed to r e t u r n t o eork on t h e 2 0 t h , 
pending n e g o t i a t i o n s between t h e i r union and 
management. 

They re fused t o eork any over t ime u n t i l 
management had granted an a d d i t i o n a l inc rease . 

B u f f a l o S a l t and Packing (Johannesburg): 
Severa l hundred aorkars downed t o o l s on 15 
J u l y and c a l l e d f o r h igher wages. P o l i c e 
ears c a l l e d t o the scene. A meet ing w i t h 
menagoment t h e next dey r e s u l t e d i n 
management a g r e e i n g to t h e workers' demands. 

n a t i o n a l C o - o p e r a t i v e D a i r i e s (Soksburg) : 
About £00 workers sent on s t r i k e e t the awekend 
of 6 June, i n support o f a co l league who had 
been f i r e d i n i t i a l l y , then re—employed but 
f ined R100, f o r a l l e g e d l y a s s a u l t i n g a woman 
dur ing h i s d e l i v e r i e s . 

The worker concerned r e j e c t e d these 
e l l e g a t i o n s , and the work - fo rce went on s t r i k e 
i n h i s support . By Monday, 6 June, , however, a l l 
were back a t work. ROM ( 0 9 . 0 6 . 8 i ) r e p o r t s a 
spokesperson f o r t h e Sweet, Food end A l l i e d 
Workers Union as having s a i d , 'we a r e s a t i s f i e d 
t h a t t h e worker was f a i r l y d i s m i s s e d ' . 

5asol s i t e (Secunda): See WIP 18:48 f o r prev ious 
coverage. ROM ( 2 8 . 0 6 . 8 1 ) r e i t e r a t e d 
d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n amongst S k i l l e d I r i s h workers . 
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recruited from Dublin by an Xrlah firm of 
engineering contractors, MF Kent and Co. 

The workers claimed that they had baan 
at 0lad in to eigning contracta t o work in 
South Af r ica . A spokesperson for the company 
denied th is . 

Auto Industr ia l Ltd (Johannesburg): 23 workers, 
« H members of the MA*U, auccaadad in obtaining 
an int.nrdi.ct fraai a Hand Supreme Court Judge 
on 3 June, preventing any employer from dismissing 
any workers bacauaa thay vara members of a trade 
union or bacauaa of tha u n i o n s a c t i v i t i e s . 

Tha appl icat ion had baan made aa a raaul t 
o f tha a t t i tude o f tha f i r * against tha union, 
according to ona of tha union orgeniaera. 

Bester Homes (Sasol 2): A large nu-fcer of 
workers (Between 500 and 2 000, according to 
d i f fe ren t raporta) aant on a t r l k a on 
1 July ovar a pay dlaputa. 

Polica aara collad in ('simply on 
standby1 (ROtf, 02 .07 .B lJ ) , workers sere 
f i r e d and loaded into company trucks to ba 
returned t o tha bantuetane. 

Tha Bui lding, Construction and A l l l a d 
workers Union aaa conaldaring taking lagal action 
against tha coapony. 

i 

Toyota MarkwtloQ (Johannasburg): See « P 16:39 
for previous covaraga. Lataat naas l a that 4 
vorkara from tha January work stoppage ara 
balng chargad under section 10 (a) of tha 
Riotous Assemblies Act, for al legedly 
compelling workers not to work. 

This l a tha f i r s t time that a charge under 
t h i s section of tha Act has been la id against 
s t r ikers i n decadea. I t carr ies a maximum 
6 yaar sentence (ROM, 23 .06 .81 ) . 

PUTCO bus company (Johannesburg): See 
WIP 16:43 for previous coverage (alao 
• I P 13:34-35; WIP 14:53-54). At the 
tljae of wr i t ing , the Transport and A l l i e d 
workers union (TAJfu) l a s t i l l awaiting 
formal recognition from tha company. By 
24 June tha recognition agreement had brnmn drawn 
up but not yet signed. 

Also on 24 June workers decided to 
pe t i t ion management to re instate 15 drivers who 
were al legedly un fa i r l y dismissed a f t e r the 
December a t r l k a . 

Telephone Manufacturers of SA (Springs): 
Workers downed tools In protest against the 
high volume of work demanded of thaa by 
management- Thay also resented the 
behaviour of a black instructor who had 
al legedly been reporting on the* to 
management (ear ly J u l y ) . 

Bundle Plast ics (Johannesburg): 200 
workers went on s t r ike in protest against 
the dismissal of a colleague (week of 22 June). 
A settlement eat reached when management agreed 
to rw>-employ the man I f ha apologised ' for the 
behaviour which had lad to his d ismissa l ' . 

I n a separate development, the MAW 
expressed in terest in approaching the company 
for recognit ion, 'Informed sources/ say the 
prospects of recognition are high (ROM, 27 .06 .81) . 

Afr ican Malleable Foundries (Benonl): About 
2 0CO workers clowned tools on 3 July in proteet 
against too low an annual wage increase. 
Although moat era members of the IMMJ, 
management refused to negotiate with union 
representatives, saying thay would only ta lk . 
to the Indust r ia l Council. Later they agreed 
to negotiate with shop stewarde. 

By 7 July the majority of workers had 
returned to work. 

An engineering f i n s (S l lver ton) : Several 
labourers-downed" tools on 9 June. The factory 
manager intervened and was al legedly attacked 
when he t r i e d to get the labourers to work, 
2 shots were f i r e d i n the ensuing struggle, 
and two workers were In jured. 

A pol ice spokesperson said a charge of 
attempted ourder was being investigated 
(ROM, 10.06.81) . 

Ullman Brothers Transport ( Indust r ie , Johannesburg)! 
Worker d issat isfact ion with esgs rates and 
exist ing differences in rates paid at various 
l e v e l s , led to about 300 workers walking of f 
tha Job on 26 May. Armed r i o t pol ice and 
Indust r ia l Council o f f i c i a l s ware cal led I n , 

The workers were told to s tar t work by 
noon or to go'home. Moat 'chose1 to go home. 

P-f l -H 

But by 27 May about 200 workers had returned 
and been re employed, Thay had agreed to 
elect e nee workers committee and to than meet 
with management the following week to diacusa 
grievances * 

C l i f fo rd Harr is (Vereeniglng): A b r i e f s t r ike 
over weekend leave occurod on 23 July. Many 
of the workers ere members of a neely-formad 
trade union. Negotiations" between ma!negement 
and the workers set t led tha dispute, and the 
workerw returned to the i r posts a f t e r only 
3 hours. 

Salcast (East Rand): About 2 000 workers 
stopped work on 6 July in proteet against 
t h e i r nee mage increases. Some workers 
were to receive e 26c an hour increase, while, 
most were to receive only 14c. The workers eere 
ca l l ing Tor mr\ equal wage increase f o r a l l of 
26c per hour. t 

Thay agreed to return to work soma 
hours a f t e r the company had agreed to dlacuas 
the i r demands with shop stewards and o f f i c i a l s . 
of UAHO, but the atmosphere remained very tense 
and a l o t depended on tha talks* 

By 14 July tha dispute was s t i l l unresolved 
despite negotiations between MAWU and management-

Langeberg Co-operative (Boksburg): Qg Frldey, 17 
Ju ly , 800 day sh i f t workers sent on a t r l k a , 
to be Joined by the remaining 400 workers l a t e r . 

Talks beteeen the AFCVU and management 
over an interim increase to compensate for 
cost of l i v i n g incraasae had broken down. 
An agreement between the FCWU and management l a 
the industry had bean extended to a f r ican eorkere 
and th is meant that t h e i r next increase would 
have come in October (minimum to be increased 
from R32 to R36.B0 per mask). 

On Monday, 20 July, workers returned to 
eork a f t e r meriagmeent had agreed to negotiate 
with the AFCVU. These negotiations brought 
workers a R5 a week increase for the laast 
s k i l l e d . The minimum at Langeberg now stands et 
R37.90 per week. I n higher categoriee, wages 
ware increased by R4 per weak (S ta r , 22 .07 ,81 ) . 

EMI (Steeledale, near Alberton): 60 
warehouse workers were reported to have been 
f i r e d on Frldey, 17 Ju ly , a f t e r a 4 day a t r lka 
(Star , 20 .07 ,81 ) . 

No further Information avai lab le . 

Stag Packings (Belcourt, Springs): This f i rm 
mas reported to heve locked out i t s ent i re 
labour force of 90 ' i n the presence of security 
p o l i c e ' , on Wednesday, l July. The P0SATU-
a f f i l i a t e d National union of Tex t i l e farkers 
applied for an urgent in terd ic t on tha grounds 
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that th« sorters ware being victimised for the i r 
union membership (90jl mere said to be HUTS 
•embers, and the union eas appsrsntly on ths 
point of {joining recogni t ion) . 

At one of ths recognition ansatings 
agioemant had also bssn rsschod on 12 workers 
whose rstrsnchasjnt had lad t o a 1 day strifes 
(2 June). 

Oi ths Monday before the lockout the 
oanaging d i rector ( jus t rstumad frosi overseas) 
ordered caepuleory ovsrtlms. going against a 
previous agreement (ROU, 02 .07 .61) . 

The appl icat ion, to the Hand Supreme Court, 
f a i l e d on 6 Ju ly , dismissed e i t h coete by 
Justice Nastadt. Usnoging d i rec tor , 0G 
Grobler, hed said said that the sorters had 
been dismissed because of a drop in production/ 
He-eeid that the 'secur i ty pol ice* present had 
bean *tso black security guards e i t h dogs' . 

Over the weekend of 11 July a co—unity 
•sat ing ca l led by the NUTW sea held in KseTheoai 
township. About 300 peopls Bare addressed by 
representatlvas Of AZAPO, C06A8, Committee of 
Tan and unloniata (PDH, 14 .07 ,81) , and an appeal 
was made that no residents accept Jobs et Stag. 
FOSATU said that f inancial assistance eould be 
provided for the dismissed sor ters , and e l so 
declared I t s support for the SAAVU-initiated 
ttloon-floentree boycott. 

On 22 July i t sas reportsd ( S t a r ) thet the 
NUTV intended appealing against ths Rand 
Suprasai Court decision. This eas duly lodged 
on July 24. 

Siemens ( P r e t o r i a ) : Bee VIP 14:49, VIP 16:43 
and VIP 17:45-6 fox background information. 
3 Siemens workers had been detained i n February 
1981 by the securi ty pol ica . One of the sorters 
see released l a t e r in the month. 

On t h e i r release f rae detention 154 days 
l a t e r Peter Fakude and lesttess Uassmolo 
discovered that Slamans had f i r e d them one day 
a f t e r t h e i r detention. A personnel o f f i c e r of 
Siemens said that they were f i r e d because they 
had been absent for more than a month! 
Executive d i rector J Troskie said that tha 
security pol ice had informed him that tha 
sorters would not be released immediately 
(they sere al legedly held for having banned 
l i t e r a t u r e ) -*we found i t d i f f i c u l t to keep the 
jobs open because the company i s a f t e r 
production* (Star , 0 9 - 0 7 . 8 1 ) . 

A saofc l a t e r Troskie said ftet"Ehesa 
man would never get t h e i r Jobs bock as they had 
been replaced. Siemens in Germany denies bad 
treatment of i t s workers i n South A f r i c a , 
giving the rubbish reply that -foreign investment 
"wi l l lsad most quickly and painlessly to 
peaceful change* (S ta r , 22 .06 .81 ) . 

Slows (Pre to r ia ) ; See VIP 18:50-1 for 
background to labour action a t th is f i r m . 
Celvin atosala, 36, has been charged with 
'refusing to assist the pol ice and malicious 
damage t o property' (RDM, 24 .06 .81 ) . This 
ar ises out of en event on the s t r ike dey 
ehen sorksr Paul Mahlongu eas shot deed by e 
woman motorist. Po l ice , immediately a f t e r the 
shooting, ordered that no photographs were to 
be taken, A men who had continued taking 
photographs drove o f f . Police then ordered 
Mesala to give chase. He refused and removed 
his igni t ion keys* When arrested he smashed 
e window In a po l ice van — 

Constable Sexuidsnhout denied tear gas 
had been f i r e d into the von which had 
forced Mr Uasala to gat fresh a i r 
(ROU, 24 .06 .81 ) . 
Ths hearing was postponed to 30 June. 

No furthar reports. 
On X June tha RDM did report that an 

inouest into the death of Paul Uahlongu would 
be held ' e f t s r the reloeso of sn autopsy 
repor t * . Ho fur ther reports. 

The 18 dismissed committee mueburs at 
Sigma eerre said to be pe t i t ion ing labour 
•Hnlater SP Botha on tha grounds of unfa i r 
dismissal (Soeetan, 19.06:81) . No further 
reports. 

Oh 15 July i t was reported that Sigma 
and NuliARVOSA had reached an agreemant. 
Points included the re -h i r ing of 400 workers 
s t i l l dismissed, es vacancies arose; elected 
union shep stewards in the p lant , with time 
of f and an o f f i c e for union dut ies; rs ject ion of 
int imidat ion 'regarding union membership or 
plant e lec t ions 1 ; agreement on grievance end 
d isc ip l inary procedure (S ta r , 16 .07 .8 l ) . 

Ph i l ip Borne, Sigma public re la t ions 
o f f i c e r , said that tha company knew that the 
r i v a l MACffUSA claimed (400) members at ths 
p lont , but that Sigma would recognise only 
one union - the one e i th most memtoars. 

NLMARW0SA was to hold a meeting of 
dismissed workers at the Mamelodi conenunlty 
centre of 16 July. Wo fur ther reports. 

CQlgatq-Polmollve (Boksburg): For background, 
EOS WIP 1B:<l<l-5. Management rrsponrifrJ to t*iu 
boycott ca l led by the FGSATU-affiliated 
Chemical Workers Indust r ia l Onion (CAIu) 
by putt ing out a pamphlet saying that i t had 
done everything in i t s power to reach an agreement 

and that the union had minority support i n the 
f i rm [Soeetan, 05 .06 .81 ) . 

Tha union accused C-P of miainfoneing and 
int imidat ing sorters and of discredit ing the 
union, and stated that they had majority 
support ( ' the Govarnment could only establish a 
conci l ia t ion board i f i t ems sat is f ied that tha 
union concerned ems representat ive' ; and 
that 'management had bean against a union 
proposal for a secret ba l lo t to taat the 
union's representativeness because 
management knew i t would lose out* (Sowstan, 
0 8 . 0 6 . 8 1 ) ) . 

On 11 June i t waa reported that a s t r i k e 
bal lot was underway. FOSATU was said to be 
sa t is f i ed with national progress on the boycott 
issue. On Sundsy, 14 Juno, shop stswards f rae 
15 East Rand factor ies pledged t h a i r support 
f o r a boycott of Colgate products. Shop steward 
meetings were also held In Vereeniging end 
Johannesburg. Several speakers ware c r i t i c a l 
of tha Indust r ia l Council system (through which 
C-P inslstsd that a l l aage issues be channelled) 
(ROM, 15.06.81) . Similar support came from 
Germiston. 

On 19 June on overwhelming *ote in favour 
of a s t r ike eas announced (Star , 19 .06 .81) . 
90% of workers voted V * ' , end 4** against . 
The 30-day compulsory ' coo l ing -o f f period 
demanded by law was t o expire the next day, 
whan the Cwlu wee to discuss the mandate 
with wortera. 

On Monday, 22 June, the CWIU and C-P 
emnegesjent issued a statement saying that the 
s t r ike had been ca l led of f while the company 
'agreed to recognise Jn pr incip le the union's 
r ight to negotiate d i rec t ly on wages and 
conditions at Calgete Boksburg plant 1 (ROM. 

23 .06 .81) . 
Commented Steven Friedman in the RDM. 
I t mey have far-reaching implications 
becausa i t w i l l be seen as vindicat ion of 
the view that employers should bargain 
d i r e c t l y with unions rethmr then go 
through indust r ia l councils [RDM, 2 3 . 0 6 . B l ] . 
FOSATU Issued a statement on the 'v ic tory 

for the union and i t s members' and thanked 
unions and -omsunity groups for t h e i r support 
during the 14-month struggle a t C-P. 

On Tuesday, 14 July, a l l 250 wortars a t 
C-P downed too ls . This followed the f a i l u r e 
of conci l ia t ion board proceedings the week 
before ovar the recognition agreement which 
the CVIU believes management was using to 
' ru le out any fur ther s t r ike or boycott act ion, 
and to reintroduce, **ln disguised form11 e 
l i a ison ccwmlttee System* (S ta r , i a . 0 7 . 8 1 ) , 
Management threatened to f i r e e l l workers 
unless they had returned to wort by Friday 
('They w i l l be regarded as having terminated 

http://23.06.Bl


l iberalism and the a fr l can ie t s In tha 1960a la 

In acees amy ranlniscant of contemporary black 

conaclouanaaa poeit iona: reject ion of the 

fr««dcn Charter drawn up at tha Congress of the 

! People, anti-coaawnlaa, attacks on tha rola 

of ahlta cosaajnlsts in tha Congraaa movement, 

rajaction of tha a l l lanca between tha BKP and 

tha ANC. Thla compatibil i ty between one trend 

within black conaciousneas, and Libaral Party 

pol icy, can ba seen in tha a r t l c l a in thla H P . 

Not avan the divide batman violanca and 

non-violence, l ega l i ty and i l l e g a l i t y , l a 

suf f i c ient to dis t inguish l iberalism from a 

I non-liberal pos i t ion . Cartaln l ibara l s in South 

I Africa lnvolvad themselves in sabotage a c t i v i t i e s 

under tha bannar of tha AWt c laar ly shoving that 

• i l i t a n t act ion can ba compatible with a fori 

of l ibaral ideology. 

; All th ia doas not suggest that 'radical ' 

l iberal ism la a vlabia force for progressiva 

chenge. But what i t doss auggaat ia that tha 

poverty of contemporary l iberal ism In South 

Africa doaa not rula out e di f ferent form of 

l ibera l ideology - more radical , more ac t iv i s t* 

j Neglect of th i s has allowed contemporary 

l iberal ism to be rejected from a l ibera l 

viewpoint, disguised as a progressive-stance. 

Thia issue has important current relevance: 

I a non-racial a l l l anca ca l l ing I t s e l f 'progressiva* 

or 'democratic' has been slowly emerging in South 

Africa* The a l l i a n c e re jec t s both black 

consciousness, and contemporary l iberal 

ideology- In defining i t s roots and i t s 

current poe l t ion , the danger e x i s t s of 

elements of the a l l i a n c e fa l l ing beck 

into the l iberal ism of the 19S0e and 1960s, 

s s put forward by the radical wing of the 

Liberal Party, and even by the Congress of 

Democrats. Conditions of South African 

i struggle have changed in the past years, 

and what might heve been appropriate policy 

for COD in tha 50a, e l th l t e emphasis on 

netlonal l iberat ion , mey not be adequate for 

the 1960s «hore the attempt ia being made to 

establ ish working c lass leadership of the 

struggle . The tendency to romanticise, 

rather than to analyse, the heroic struggles 

of the 1950s i s one indication of the trap 

some of the 'progressives* or 'democrats' 

mey be f e l l i n g i n t o . 

This leads us in to the d i f f i c u l t question 

of form of organisation: during the 1950s, 

the Congrase Alllenca comprised rac ia l ly or 

national ly spec i f ic organisations, joined 

together through both organisational 

structures end common campaigns • It was the 

Liberal Party which had the mult i -rac ia l form 

of organisation. Progressiva organisations of 

tha 1980s have laid s t re s s on non-racialism. 

This does not, however, necessari ly imply 

mult i -rac ia l forms of argstiieatlon for the ir 

oen sake. Non-reclaliam in t h i s context rather 

re fers to e de-emphasising of race ea the bmsla 

of conf l i c t in South Africa, and the recognition 

of class factors aa the major social forces . 

Non-racialism in t h i s sense does not necessari ly 

mean that the mult i -racial form of organisation 

la the correct strategy: to do th i s would be 

to reproduce the l iberalism of the f i f t i e s , 

which see multi-racial ism in organisation as 

a principle . 

It mey be that the r e a l i t i e s of racial 

d iv is ion in South Africa continue to demand 

racial ly-baaed forms of organisation in soma 

f i e l d s : organisations l ike NUSAS and COSAS 

may well have non-raciel const i tut ions - end 

thla ia in i t s e l f an important statement of 

be l ie f end emphasis. But the r e a l i t i e s of the 

situation determine that NUSAS plays i t s role 

mainly in regard to white students , and COSAS 

for scholars In black communitiea. To pretend 

otherwise, to demand that because progressive* 

heve a non-racial outlook the ir organisationel 

forms must necessari ly be j*u l t i -rac ia l t l a 

to reproduce the principles of radical l iberal i sm. 

Anti-apertheid orgenisatlons in South 

Africa can, and have, taken on varloUs forms 

e i th in South Africa over the years. These heve 

included 

multi-racial (eg the Libaral Party, NUSAS In 

the 1S60e, 5AIRR); 

racially exclusive (eg the PAC, SAGO, BPC. 

AZAPO, UWASA); 

rac ia l ly s p e c i f i c , but Joined in a l l iance with 

other rac ia l ly spec i f i c organisations on 

spec i f ic i s sues , campaigns, some planning, 

pol icy e t c (eg the Congrase All iance, end 

varioua informal a l l i a n c e s ) . 

The issue of non-racialism I s not over the 

ro le of whites in the struggle - although t h i s 

I s the way some bleck consciousness groups have 

chosen to interpret i t . Rether It I s over 

the content of organisational programmes encj 

cempelgns, and the sor t s of e l l lancea entered 

into in struggle . 

A careful reading of the history of CCO end 

the Liberal Party, some of which i s presented 

in th i s JIP, wi l l go some way to c lar i fy ing 

the important lessons of the f i f t l e e ' t h a t n*ed 

to be learnt todey. 

FOKHS of the regular sect ion on Labour Action 

in «IP wi l l note that, from t h i s i s sue , i t Ses 

been typed In s ingle spacing, while th i s m*y 

moke It l e s s easy to read then before, th i s has 

been done to lessen the space in *IP which th la 

information service i s taking. It i a hoped to 

make the Information in Labour Action more 

useful i n the future by providing en index 

to s t r i k e s . 



t h e i r employment ' , i n t h e i n d u s t r i a l r e l a t i o n s 
language of the 1 980s ) . 

Worters voted t o end t h e i r 2 dey s t r i k e 
and r e t u r n t o work on Wednesday, C o n c i l i a t i o n 
board n e g o t i a t i o n s eere t o be resumed t h e next 
week. 

WIP would welcome c o n t r i b u t i o n s on t h e 
issue o f p l a n t - b a s e d o r i n d u s t r i a l n e g o t i a t i o n s . 
See, f o r example, t h e e n e l y t i c a l a r t i c l e s by 
Dree F o r r e s t ( S t e r , 2 9 . 0 6 . e i ) , and by Steven 
Friedman (R0U t 2 6 . 0 6 . 8 1 ) . 

MINING 

Pres ident Steyn t i n e (wwlkom) ( A n g l o - * i e > i c a n 
owned]: 10 000 black miners ' r i o t e d ' on 
13 Ju ly * damaging b u i l d i n g s and i n j u r i n g a 
compound super in tendent . A b lack mine 
worker was c r i t i c a l l y i n j u r e d when he was shot 
by p o l i c e . That even ing , about ? 000 workers 
r e f u s e d to go underground t o s t a r t t h e n i g h t 
s h i f t . Tear gas mes used by p o l i c e t o d i s p e r s e 
the r i o t e r s a f t e r 10 hours and more then 
fll-million worth of damage. 

The workers were p r o t e s t i n g a g a i n s t t h e 
i n t r o d u c t i o n of e new death b e n e f i t scheme, 
i n which compulsory payments rep laced p r e v i o u s l y 
v o l u n t a r y ones , end deduct ions were s t a r t e d 
b e f o r e the scheme had even been i n t r o d u c e d . 
Th is new scheme operated on t h e same basis 
as t h e w h i t e miners ' pension scheme. 

By 14 J u l y a l l was r e p o r t e d t o be back t o 
normal . An AAC spokesperson s a i d t h a t i t eas 
s i g n i f i c a n t t h a t none of t h e workers had asked 
t o be sent home. ' U s u a l l y a f t e r unrest o f t h i s 
s o r t a t l e a s t some aak t o be amnt home' {ROM, 
1 5 . 0 7 . 8 1 ) . 

East Hand P r o p r i e t a r y Wines (ERPM) (near 
Boksburg] : 3 000 e f r l c a n miners re fused t o go 
underground dur ing t h e n i g h t s h i f t on 19 J u l y , 
expressing d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n w i t h r e c e n t wage 
increases (19% a g a i n s t 23% t h e p rev ious year ) 
and a new death b e n e f i t scheme (see s t r i k e 
a b o v e ) . 

ERPM belongs to fland Mines. 
Unrest s t a r t e d t h e n igh t b e f o r e i n t h e 

compounds and p o l i c e were c a l l e d I n t o p r o t e c t 
'Bofcsburg's p r e s t i g e suburt P a r k d e n e ' . 2 km 
o f Roodebult Road, which sepera tes t h e compound 
from t h e suburbs were cortoned o f f ( S t a r , 
2 0 . 0 7 . 8 1 ) . Shops c l o s e by had t o c l o s e . 

I n i t i a l r e p o r t s sa id on ly C i n d e r e l l a H o s t e l 
was e f f e c t e d , where p o l i c e ( ? ) used t e a r g a s . 
On Monday h o s t e l windows were broken and a nearby 
barn burn t down (ROM, 2 1 . 0 7 . 8 l ) . E a r t h moving 
equipment was damaged and a b u i l d i n g a t a 
s h a f t s toned . 

Management s a i d t h a t by Monday a f t e r n o o n 
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e l l was Q u i t e and workers had r e t u r n e d . 
The deputy cha i rperson of ERPM sa id t h a t 

' i t had been impossib le t o n e g o t i a t e w i t h t h e 
mob because they i n s i s t e d t h a t management speak 
t o everyone and not t o a group o f r e p r e s e n t s t l v e s ' 
( S t a r , 2 1 . 0 7 . 8 1 ) . 

4 0 miners decided t o break t h a i r c o n t r a c t s 
and were sent home. Th is was a f t e r e l l had 
been warned t h a t I f they d i d not r e t u r n they 
mould be considered ' t o have dismissed themselves ' 

I t eas r e p o r t e d t h a t 110 people had been 
' d e t a i n e d f o r quest ioned i s connect ion w i t h 
p o s s i b l e charges of p u b l i c v i o l e n c e * ( S t a r , 
2 1 . 0 7 . 8 1 ) . 

3 000 tons p r o d u c t i o n (one t h i r d of d a i l y 
o u t p u t ) had been l o s t . 

An e a r l y r e p o r t (Sowetan, 2 1 . 0 7 . 8 1 ) 
a t t r i b u t e d the use of t e a r gas t o the p o l i c e . 
L a t e r r e p o r t s a l l s a i d t h a t ERPM s e c u r i t y 
guards had used t e a r gas a g a i n s t the workers, 
and s e v e r a l photographs showed these guards 
w i t h t e a r gas and dogs (see box, below, f o r e 
repor t on t h f a move i n d i r e c t r e p r e s s i o n 
of workers a t the l e v e l o f t h e product ion 
or mining p l a n t ) . 

B u f f e 1 ̂  f o^ te i n_jjold _m 1 ne (near S t l l f o n t e i n ) : 
On Tuesday, 26 May. 1 600 miners steyed 
underground I n p r o t e s t aga ins t long hours o f 
work. The miners had s t a r t e d t h e i r s h i f t e t 
Q3h00 and were meant t o have come o f f a t 
14h00. 

That n i g h t about SO r i o t p o l i c e w i t h dogs 
had a r r i v e d a t t h e mine and more were se id t o 
be on t h e i r way. Management was amid t o be 
n e g o t i a t i n g w i t h t h e men underground. 

At one s tage miners s t a r t e d congregat ing 
above ground as w e l l , but d i s p e r s e d . 

At OflhDO on Wednesday, 25 hours l a t e r , 
the-men were h o i s t e d to t h e s u r f a c e . Ho 
agreement had been reached and , i n f a c t , 
mine management sa id t h a t ' t h e i r g r i e / a n c e s 
were s t i l l not known*. A l a t e r r e p o r t sa id 
t h a t *a p o l i c e spokesman s a i d t h a t * * . i t was 
b e l i e v e d they were p r o t e s t i n g aga ins t de lays 
i n b r i n g i n g them t o t h e sur face a f t e r t h e i r 
s h i f t . Th is i s s common g r i e v a n c e which has 
o f t e n f e a t u r e d i n p rev ious mine d i s t u r b a n c e s ' 
(ROM, 2 8 . 0 5 . 8 1 ) . 

H o s t e l s and o t h e r mine proper ty eas 
damaged when workers r e t u r n e d to the s u r f a c e . 
Damage on Monday n i g h t , b e f o r e t h e s t r i k e , 
a t one of the h o s t e l s was a l s o r e p o r t e d . 

A l l 1 600 workers ( o u t o f a workforce of 
16 000 e f r l c a n miners) were dismissed 

due t o t h e i r i r r e g u l a r behav iour , lack of 
c o - o p e r a t i o n and t h e necess i ty to m a i n t a i n 
d i s c i p l i n e , 

s a i d a statement from t h e owners. General M i n i n g . 
They were sent home, most o f them t o t h e Transke l 

New teargas law 
'very dangerous' 
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and Lesotho, and some to Botswana and Uocambique. 
P o l i c e , dogs and s e c u r i t y p o l i c e were 

r e p o r t e d t o have stood by d u r i n g the s t r i k e . 

REPUBLIC PAY STRIKE CALLS 
Thousands of pamonlets . Issued i n the name of 
t h e ANC, had been d i s t r i b u t e d i n the P o r t 
E l i z a b e t h a r e a , c a l l i n g f o r black workers 
t o u n i t e i n a 3 day s t r i k e t o c o i n c i d e wi th 
the r e p u b l i c day f e s t i v i t i e s . The Eas te rn 
Cape s e c u r i t y p o l i c e a l l e g e d t h a t the pamphlets 
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•era responsible for the'mora than 3 000 
workers from 4 d i f fe ren t factor ies (see ebovo) 
going out on s t r l k s during the sssfc of 18 May. 
htoeever, a union spokesperson denied t h i s ss 
'nonsense' end M i d that the two events were 
unrelated. 

Meanwhile, the general secretary of the 
Mine lancers Union, Arr ie Peulue, see also 
ca l l ing on white miners t o re fu te to go t o wort 
on republic dey, but h is act ives were somewhat 
d i f fe ren t - 'we cannot leagina that i t i s good 
for our chi ldren's respect for our Republic i f 
t h e i r fathers wort on Republic Day as I f I t l e 
just another sorting d a y \ he eeld (Star, 29 .05 .81 ) * 

TRADE UNIQM6TS AHQ UNIONS 
fcWASA: T Uuwai and I Slsulu were detained in 
mid-June and held under Section 6 of the Terrorism 
Act. Several South African unlone and the 
American Cosnlttee to Protect Journalists have 
oondamned the detentions. 

w 

F06ATU: F06ATU off ices in Benonl ( t h e i r 
Trenevaal haedQuarters) were gutted by f i r e 
ear ly on 16 July . The record f i l e s of the 
UWU were completely destroyed, me ware the 
records of other e f f l l i e t e d unions. I t seems 
thet the f i r e was started in a seete-peper 
basket and an inflammable l iqu id used to lead 
i t mcroae to Qthar areas. Several e t r ikee i n 
the East Rand area involving FQ6ATU a f f i l i a t e s 
heve been reported on in t h i s f o r t I n Progress 
(see above), 

SAAWU: vice president Slee NJikelene sas 
detained by securi ty pol ice on Apr i l 29 and 
held under section 22 of the General Laws 
Amendment Act. After 14 deye, he wea 
transferred to preventive detention under 
section 10 of the Internal Security Act. 
This i s the second time in e yeer that he has 
been detained. 

, Xolanl Kota, local secretary, was 
released on 11 July a f t e r being held for 2 
woefce. 

Thozamile Gowwta, national president, . 
was re-dstalned under section 6 of the 
Terrorism Act on 10 July , a f t e r being held for 
2 wetlte under section 2? of the General Laws 
Amendment Act. 

Ween while, Lennox Sebe to ld the Clskei 
Legis la t ive Aesembly on 15 June thet SAASU was s 
•cowmiunlst f r o n t ' . Armed Clskei pol ice 

arrested 33 meatoera of SAAWU on 13 June, for 
holding an ' i l l e g a l ' open e i r meeting. Police 
chief Charles Ssbe denied that the arrests were 
connected with union a c t i v i t i e s . 

Another 24 SAAffU members were errested In 

* and are s t i l l being held 
A l l 57 mentioned above have b 
Clskei Proclamation R 2S2. 

In the Clskei . 
chergsd under 

HAC1U6A: Sipho Pltyene i s presently being held 
without t r i a l . Dualle Vakanda, chairperson* end 
3 other membsrs were arrested for entering the 
Trenakei al legedly without t rave l documents and 
handed over to the SAP, and are being held i n 
detention. 

10 policemen raided the UACVUSA of f ices 
during the seek of 22 June. 

Bueu: Joseph Uavi has Just been released 
Trom hie second spe l l of detention in a ywr* 

AFOTU: Branch chairperson E Owe aha was detained 
on 20 Hay under Clskei securi ty l e g i s l a t i o n . Ha 
was al legedly in possession of banned l i t e r a t u r e . 

RATES 
All^ rates are for 5 isiuss. 

Rates In southern Afr ica 

Indlv ldusls , trade unions and 

coamunlty orgsni eat ions: R 7,50 

Ins t i tu t ions and l i b r a r i e s R15.00 

Group d is t r ibu t ion : 60c per copy. 

Reduced ratee end/or e certain nuafcer of 

complimentary copies can be arranged 

on request. 

Second class airmail rates 

Western Europe and United Kingdom 

Individuals: R20t00 

Organisations! R2S,00 

U6A and Canada 

Individuals: R23,00 

Organltatlonst R3S,0Q 

Surface mail rates outside southern Afr ica 

Indiv lduals i R 7,90 

Organisations: A12t30 

Importanti I f peyewit i s made in non-Rand 

currency, please add bank and conversion 

charges• 

Please specify the ed i t ion anion you wis* your 

subscription to begin w i th . 
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