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by Kavln Huaphrsy 

Tha natura of Fork In Prograas, which la to 

Sl a u l a t a dabata and praaant cont rovars la l viawa 
a a i d a rang* of subjects , ansuras that tha 

opinions axpraswad do not nacsssari ly r e f l e c t the 
viBnta Of t h a s d l t o r i a l c g i l a c t i v a . 

T h U laaua of Vortc I n Prograss adl tad and publlahsd 
by an a t f l t o r l a l o o l l a o t l v a of 40 Joriasan s t r s a t , 
2001 bTMPrfontain, and pr in tad by aachad, 94 siaaonds 
s t r a a t t 2001 Johannesburg. 
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Important: I f p a y * * * * i s aado i n non-Rand 
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EDITORIAL 
Thsra aara t * o p a r t i c u l a r l y plaaaing raaturaa 

about t h i a I M u a of aork I n Progress i i n tha 

f i r a t p l a c e , aany aora ptopis aara involvad i n 

w r i t i n g and producing tha pub l i ca t ion than haa 

previously M a n tha cesa* Thia l a a deve lccmnt t h a t 

w i l l hopeful ly cont inue, as I t a l l o a a f o r a "ore 

divarsa sat 0 f i n t e r e s t s to praaant In format ion and 

views. 

Sscondl/i tha thraa raaponaas t o tha I I P 21 

a r t i c l e * 'Organising wcwen?1 fo l low a p a t t a r n ahich 

l a encouraging: ahort responses t o p a r t i c u l a r 

aspacts of n o t a r i a l praaantad ara a uaaful aay of 

proaot lng dabata on tha issues praaantad I n « P . 

Thaaa sor ts of raaponaaa a l low thosa who a r a not 

ksan t o w r i t * langthy s r t l c l s s to oontr lbuta t o 

debates, and anaura tha t M P raaa lna a f o t t * f o r 

d l f f a r a n t and c o n f l i c t i n g i n t a r p r a t a t l o n s of 

soc ia l r e a l i t y and aaya of undarstandlng i t * 

Tha f a c t tha t ao aany aora contr ibutors vara 

Involvad i n t h i s a d l t l o n aaant tha t tha ad i tora had 

too such a a t a r i a l . Alraady paga specs haa bmun 

lncrastsd f r d a t n l s lsaua wi th tha In t roduct ion of a 

l a r g a r l a y o u t g r i d , and tha prasantat lon of a l l 

in forwat ion fsaturaa i n a aora conpraaaad f o r a a t . 

Daspita t h i s , c a r t a i n contr ibut ions could not ba run 

bvcausa o f lack of spaca: wa apologias t o tha 

contr ibutors a f f e c t e d , and t o raadsrs f o r t h i a , 

and guarente* t h a i r appaaranca i n tha naxt wTP> 

Tha sd icor la l c o l l a c t l v a alee to doubla 

d i s t r i b u t i o n of WIP i n tha couraa of tha naxt yaar* 

This w i l l by no aeana ba easy, givan t h a t K P l a not 

c o a a a n l a l l y d i a t r i b u t a d . Rsadars a r a accordingly 

aafcad f o r sudQastions on how to raaoh a l a r g a r 

audlanca both through tha aadlua of i n d i v i d u a l 

subscr ip t ion* , and group d i s t r i b u t i o n scHaaaa. 

Idoas f o r expansion would ba aoat walcoaa. 
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DETENTIONS: 

Rabie Repor ts 

JUBT two days af ter the flaport of the Rabie Commission 

into Security Laglelation ems weds public, trade 

unionist Neil Aggett died ehile In security police 

ouetody. The Rebie Commissioners put fprewrd certain 

propoeale 'with a view to the protection of detainees" x 

i f this additional 'protection had already been in 

fares, could the outcoee of Nell Aggstt'e prolonged 

incarceration and interrogation have been different? 

Evan the briefest glance at the nable proposals 

regarding detention lndlcotes that the Commission 

report offers almost no change to the systam of 

detention as i t currently exists. The section of 

( the report dealing e l th detention of paopla for 

purposes of interrogation offers l i t t l e comfort for 

ttiqae ooncarned e l th the conditions under ahich 

detainaea are held and questioned. Nor, i t eust be" 

stated, would the table propoeale have of farad any 

additional protection for thota detainees who nave 

recently found thaaaelvaa-in the sards of 

/Johannesburg's General Hoepltal* For the 

racoaaandationa flowing f ro - the Coaalsalon report do 

l i t t l e ear* then regulariee and give legislat ive 

legitimacy to the detention ayetaa as i t already 

* This can be shown by coaparing the Rabie 

propoeale with the detention systea as i t 9 

currently exists* In this regard, see the table 

on> th is page. 

I f the heble propoeala had bean in force in 

November last year, when Nel l Aggett eaa detained 

for purposes of interrogation, hoe would his 

detention conditions have been alterad? m 

m Ha aould have bean v i s i t e d by a a a g i s t r a t e every 

teo weeks - ahich muet have happened st any r a t s ; 

a Hs could have bean examined by a d i s t r i c t surgeon -

RABIE PROPOSALS 

V i s i t s t o dstalneee by a 
two week's 

t i a t r a t e every 

V i s i t s t o tfatalneea by a d i s t r i c t surgeon" 
%y%ry two 

?ras«v*i;a*'>::ii':j 
vis i ts to detainee* by a magletrate every 
two weeks (section 0(7) of Terra-lam Act 

Vis i ts ahare necessary to detainees by s 
distr ict surgeon (paction 8 of the police 

-rant for detention) 

Tne setting to of an inspectorate of 
detainees, ampowsred to v i s i t detainees 
and to sake writtan representations t o 
the Minister 

While there is no legislation regarding th ls t 
much an inspectorate was est up by then-
police minister Krugsr after the death of 
Steve Biko in 1977 

Police be empowered 
to allow people not connected with 
Interrogation to see detainees 

6oth the Consniealoner of Police and the head 
oT security police ampowered to grant access 
t o detainees in to*"** of section 2 of the 
police warrant for detention 

A 30-day limit be placed on detention 
unless the Minuter , on the advice of the 
Commissioner of Police, authorises 
further attention 

Section 6(1 J of the Terroriaw Act Allows for" 
Indefinite detention- However* ones a month 
police are required to lnfona the Minister 
why aach detainee ahould continue to be held 
(•action 0 (2 ) ) 

After 0 months of detention, a review ~~ 
board appointed by the Minister must 
examine the caea. The board than raporte 
to the fctinioter, who may or may not accept 
their recommendations as to the release 
or continued detention of the detains* 

nWlaw proceecfinge unoWtaRan by a board 
appointed by9 and responsible to the 
Minister exist in respect of preventive 
detention (section 10 of the Internal 
Security. Act. 
In terms of aeotlort 6*3) of the Terrorism 
Act, a detainee may * t any time mafca 
written representatlone to the Minister as 
t o why he/she should be released. The 
Minister may. a t eYW time, order the release 
of A detainee (flection 6<4>> 

Preventive detention propoaod, together 
with a review board to examine auch cases 

Section TO of the internal security Act 
provides for preventive detention, together 
with a review board to examine auch detentions 

Potential state witnesses in security 
t r i a l s may be detained at the discretion 
of the attorney general 

Potential state witnesses in security t r i a l s 
may be detained a t the discretion of the 
attorney general 

Any policeman of or above the rank of 
warrant off icer may detain a person for up 
to 46 hours as a preventive measure; a 
magistrate may extend th is period for 
another 12 days on request of the police. 
This detention is not for interrogation, 
nor does i t appaar that the detaining 
policeman muet beliave that a crime has 

or is l ike ly t o be, committed 

Section, 10 of the Internal Security Act 
provides for preventive detention. 
Section 22 of the « « General Laws 
Amenowent Act provides for detention for 
interrogation purposes for MP t o 14 days. 
Any policeman may, i f he believes that a 
a crime haa bean, or i s l i ke ly to be 
committed, may arn#sf a auapect, and hold 
the arrested person for 40 hours before 
bringing them to court or releasing them 
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which i s p -p l ic l t ly provided for in the detention 

•arrant currently used by security police; 

B He would neve been vis i ted by the Inspector of 

detainees - which presumably did happen; 

e The Commissioner of Police could have allowed e 

friend or family member to v i s i t hie for a short 

period, under police supervision - and this did 

occur during December 1961; 

e After 30 deys in detention, the police mould have 

had to explein to the Minister why Nell could not 

be released. They eight neve said that he had not 

answered a l l questions to their satisfaction; or 

that other detainees had Implicated him in some 

offense; or Just that they had not yet finished 

interrogating him. Prasummbly th i s did happen e t 

the end of Omcember. and again at the end of January, 

as ssctlon 6(2) of the Terrorism Act makes provision 

for these procedures. The Minister did not order 

Weil Aagett'3 release then. One doubte that the 

Rabie proposals, If Implemented, would have made any 

difference; 

a Of course, i f Hell had lived through 6 months of 

detention, the Rebio Commissioners would have wanted 

e review board appointed by the Minister to exemine 

h i s came. This board would not have been obliged to 

hear evidence from Hell - or even to have seen him. 

If the board rsccwmmnded h e l l ' s release, the Minister 

could have ignored this recommendation, 

a If Hell - or any other detainee - lived through 

e l l of t h i s , and waa charged, the attorney generel 

could refuse to ellow bai l . This la currently the 

case, and i s a l so a Ruble Commission proposal. If, 

l ike most detainees, Neil hed not been charged, the 

Rabie proposals would have ellowed his continued 

detention as a potential state witness, or as a 

'danger to state security*. This, too, can happen to 

any detainee In terns of already existing security 

leg is lat ion. 

In the l ight of the above, there seeme l i t t l e 

room for doubt as to hoe auch difference the Rafale 

proposals would have made to Heil Aggett's l i f e -

or death, HOT does there seem eny reason to 

believe that the proposed edded 'protection* for * 

detelneea would neve prevented Thozemlle Gqwetha or 
Sam Kiklne from finding themselves under security 

police guard in the psychiatric wards of a hospital. 

The Rabie Commission accepted that detention for 

the. purposes of interrogation by security police was 

a necessary part of security leg is lat ion. In ttyeir 

summary of flndlnga, the commissioners argued that 

information obtained froa persona In detention 
i s the most Important and, to a large extent, the 
only weapon of the Police for enticipetlng and 
preventing terrorist ic end other subversive 
a c t i v i t i e s , and also that information obtained 
in th i s eay may in appropriate cases be used as 
evidence in the t r i e l of persona charged. . . . 
The Ccmmisalon finds that It i s essential to 
retain this measure (para 14.5) 

In i t s own terms, the commissioners are correct: in 

the summary of their terms of reference, they write 

that 

To be able to Judge rea l i s t i ca l ly <lf the question 
( s i c ) of the necessity, edequocy, fairness end 
efficiency of leg ls le t lon relating to the 
protection of lntemel security, regard should 
• ••.be hed in the f i r s t instance to society as 
It l a at present end as i t i s l ikely to be in 
the forsooable future (perm 14.2). 

The Report then goes on to state thet there can 

be no doubt as to the need for security legis lat ion -

Including detention provisions - given the nature 

of society as i t currently i s , and i s l ike ly to be 

in the near future. This le particularly so in 

the l ight of 

the terrorism and sabotage committed In the 
Republic during the past fee years, the 
likelihood thet these a c t i v i t i e s wi l l continue 
to increase In the fnreeeaUls future, the fact 
that these e c t i v i t i e s are planned and Committed 
by the supporters of organisations whose elm 
la to over throe by violence the existing order 
in the Republic, the fact that in their 
e c t i v i t i e s to echleve this aim thaee orgenlsatlona 
receive the support and assistence of communist 
countries, and the feet that these e c t i v i t i e s 
are carried on from terri tories bordering the 
Republic - , end the Commission believes thet 
the measures i t recowatends are necessitated 
by ths exigencies of the situation in which the 
Republic finds i t s e l f (para 14.2). 

what the Commission declines to consider i s 

the sort of society South Africa i s , end why i t 

needs the protection of security legls let lon and 

detention In order to survive in I t s current form. 

Indeed, the Commission expl ic i t ly exj^udes this from 

the terms of I t s investigation end report. 
Put In i t s briefest and simplest form. South 

Africa Is a society in which the eajority of the 

inhabitants are governed without even the sembfonce 

of their consent and participation. The Rabie report 

acknowledges thet there i s a view* which claims that 

the 'non-white sectors of the populetion' heve no* 

part in governing the country, end thet th i s i s the 

reason for resistance which led to the adoption of 

security lews. The Commission admits that msny people 

have concluded that there i s no hope for peaceful 

change In South Africa, and that violence i s the 

only outlet for frustrated pol i t ical end economic 

aspirations. But this ths Commission sees es being 

part of the pol i t ical arena, while i t e mandate 

involves a Jurldico-legel viewing of security lawa 

in the light of present end l ikely future events. 

Of course, i t would be faci le to suggest thet 

in e l l soc ie t ies which are governed without the 

active consent end participation of the majority, 

repressive security legls let lon ex i s t s in the form * 

proposed by Rabie. Those soc ie t ies which regard 

themselves as capi ta l i s t democracies Include both 

repressive end ideological aechanlame to ensure the 

passive consent of the awfcjorlty of people. There i s 

ruling c lass and stete repression in, for example. 

North Aaerlca end western Europe - but in those areas 

the majority of inhabitants have some limited control 

over parts of their l ives via trade unions, pol i t ical 

parties, the right to vote in elections from c i ty 

level upwards, e tc . In e South African context, 

even these limited institutions for controlling 

conflict between rulers end ruled are largely 

absent. * 

As such, the Rabie Gomel sal oners are correct ehen 

they claim that detention end other security 

legialation i s necessary to maintain society in i t s 

present form. The real issue, then, i s whether 

society should be emintained as It i s , and If not. 

In what directions i t should be altered. But these 

questions are pieced beyond the scope of Rable's 

investigation, which l l a l t s I t s e l f to quostione of 

how best to protect those interests which currently 



dominate In South Africa. 

I n these terms, the recommendations of the 

Rsbls commissioners are largely understandable. 

For society con only be maintained in i t e current 

f o m through the us» of ever-increasing repression 

end control. Commissions of Inquiry such as those 

heeded by wlehmhn end Riaftert dealt with sspects of 

control of Motions of the working class; the Rabie 

report dials with ths other aids of a funds—ntally 

undemocratic society , namely rapreeelon. 

Having said th is , hoaavar, a l i t t l a more could 

hava bssn expected of tha fteble Commission - at lsast 

as fa r as tha protection of detainees is concamad. 

within their terms of reference, tha commissioners 

ara bound to just i fy and legitimate datsntion for 

tha purposes of interrogation: as tha rsport argues. 

this is probably tha most important way in which tha 

pellca gather information. But tha coaalsalonars 

could s t i l l hava looked at tha possibi l i ty of 

protecting dstalnees from security police bent on 

obtaining lnforeatlon. John Ougerd, director of 

tha University of Wlteatarsrond's Centre for Applied 

Legal Studies, hea looked et th is question in regard 

to the conduct of Br i t ish police in northern Ireland. 

He point* out that in 1978, the European Court of 

Huasn Rights condeaned various fores of interrogations 

used by the Br i t ish es 'inhuman end degrading 

treetsant ' , i n violation of the European Convention 

on Husan nights. Part ia l ly in response to th is , 

British authorities atteapted to counter allegations 

of aantal tortur* of dete'inees: a detainee may not be 

held for sore than 5 days for purposes of 

lnterroget ion. 

Moreover in teres of the 1979 Bennett Coesittee 
Report into Police Interrogation Procedures in 
Northern Ireland, ehich today guides police 
conduct, detainees are allowed v le i ts from 
their leeyersefter 48 hours, interrogations 
era to be aonitored by closed-circuit TV, 
police "interviews should not lest longer 
then the interval between noioal seal times, 
or extend over eaal breaks, or continue after 
aldnlght except for urgent operational reasons'. 
(John Ougard, writing in the Sunday Tlese, 
07.02.8ZJ. 

f Surely i t would not heve been too such to 

bxpect a Commission heeded by an Appeal Court 

Judge to exealne the effects of prolonged solitary 

confinement. For even I f detslnees are not tortured 

or eaaaulted In a direct physical earner, aeny 

claim that detention in sol i tary conditions l a a 

form of torture. The recent ceeee of Sea Kikins 

and Thoznmile Gqesthe - both admitted to psychiatric 

wards ss s result of prolonged detention - occurred 

ef ter Rabie had completed hie report. So did the 

adeisslon for observation of awaiting t r i a l prlsonara 

Mthenjene end Keye, both of whoa had been in detention 

for long periods before appearing In court. But i f . 

the Rabie Coasissloners had wanted to look at the 

effects of detention, they could heve studied a 

t r i a l which took piece in tha Eastern Cape Supreme 

Court during 1976. The f i r s t state witnsss in thtsw 

proceedings wes Vuyo Bsleni of Port Elizabeth, who 

told the court thet while in detention he hed t r ied 

to cut his wrists end area with e razor blede. The 

witness then stood down, end ess adaltted to the 

Fort Englend Hental Hospital for observetlon. A 

few days la ter , tha eedlcal superintendent of that 

hospital reported thet Vuyo Beleni had gone Into e 

pyechotic state , ripped off hie clothes, snd now 

needed peychletrio treatment. 

Ouboequently, the ouperintendent of the Tower 

•ante! hospital test i f ied that ha had 'cer t i f ied* . 

Beleni, whoa ha classified as a hysteric, not 

fu l ly rasponslbls for his actions. The aadlcel 

superintendent explained that in detention, e f f i n i t i o s 

bui l t up beteeen detainees and their captors: the 

fact that Vuyo Bsleni was unwilling to give evidenoe 

•gainst his friends, but waa required end expected to 

do eo by police.and the court, could heve led to his 

breekdawn. 

There ere other esses of eental d is in tegrat ion 

which can bs laid at tha door of the systsa of 

detention and interrogation: Vuyo Bslenl*s i e given 

es one example which should heve alerted tha Rabie 

Commissioners to the dangers of the system es i t 

ex ists . Given that tha Terrorism Act expl ic i t ly 

authorises detention in sol i tary conditions, the 

Reble commissioners could have proposed thet th is 

not bs permitted becauss of i t s dengerous effects 

on the aantal health of detelnses. Without even 

alleging thet physical torture Is s component of 

'interrogation techniques, i t can be suggested that 

those people found by inquests to have committed 

suicide in detention were driven to th is by e 

combination of sol i tsry confinement end Intense 

interrogation. fteble*e report does nothing to a l te r 

th is ss the usual manner of extracting information 

from detainees by security police. 

Regarding the regular end persistent sllsgetions 

of physical torture and assault es e method of d 

intarrogating detainees, Rabie does nothing to deel 

with the oft-expressed belief thet th ie doee indeed 

happen. I t i e vary d i f f i c u l t to prove - In e legal 

sense - that detainees era torturwd and aesaulted. 

The whole system of detention i s e closed, self-* 

perpetuating one, with no group of people 

Independent of tha state having the right of access 

to detainees. I n e few cases - especially where 

detainees heve died - clear indications of easeult or 

torture have emerged. But in general, the ve i l of 

secrecy which Is one feature of tha detention system 

has prevented Independent scrutiny of Interrogation 

techniques. 

Tekw, for example, tha Inspectorate of detelnees 

which then-police minister Kruger met up a f tar the 

death of Steve Biko - end which tha Rabie report 

pute forward ea a *nae* proposal to protect detelnees. 

The inspectorate is responsible only to the Minister -

end reports to hie on a confidential basis. In one 

recant case, e detainee complained to Transvaal 

Inspector teuton that he had bean tortured while 

under interrogation. In the subsequent t r i a l , tha 

detelnee * now charged - subpoenaed Houton to 

produce the documents in which the complaint had 

been recorded, wbuton refused to produce the 

documents, claiming that eectlon 6(6) of the 

Terrorism Act Justif ied the withholding of tha 

documents from the defence teem. Huch the same 

happened in regard to statements wade to 

magistrates by detainees alleging aeaaulta. fteble'e 

proposals do not a l te r the cloead, eelf monitoring 

nature of the detention system. 
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• The Johanneaburg-fce&ad Detainees' Porants Support 

Committee (OPSC) responded to the Rabie proposals on 

detent ion i n tha fol lowing way: they argued that 

there vara thraa main faa turaa of tha currant 

datant lon system, namely 

tha t o t a l d iscre t ion of tha Minister and tha 
Secur i ty Pol ica from tha moment of de ten t ion , 
tha lack of lndapandent monitoring of t h a l r 
a r b i t r a r y axarclaa of power, and tha 
v u l n e r a b i l i t y and depandanca of detainees on 
t h a l r i n t e r r o g a t o r s . 

Tha OPSC want on to say that they saw 'nothing i n 

tha (Rabie) recommendations ehlch ind ica tes any 

change i n these respects - indeed, we suspect tha t 

these fea tures a r e being entrenched' ( S U r , 0 4 . 0 2 . 6 2 } . 

Tha OPSC became even mora aware of the 'closed* 

nature of tha system a few days a f t e r responding to 

Rable's report • whan N e l l Aggett was found dead i n 

h is detent ion c a l l . Before h is death, a number of 

r e l a t i v e s suspected that c e r t a i n detainees were 

being mal - t reated during in te r roga t ion - through 

sleep d e p r i v a t i o n , prolonged periods of enforced 

standing under i n t e r r o g a t i o n , and i n some cases, 

other assaul ts and t o r t u r e , what could parents 

and r a l e t l v e e do about t h e i r suspicions? 

Some we-faers of the committee f e l t tha t en 

app l ica t ion should be wade to tha Suprejee Court , 

r e s t r a i n i n g secur i ty pol ice from assaul t ing or 

br inging undue pressure to bear on d e t a i n e r s . 

But the OPSC faced a major problem i n t h i s regard. 

How could they convince a court tha t they had good 

reason t o be l ieve t h e i r r e l e t i v e s were being mal 

treated? Often, the basis of tha a l l e g a t i o n s 

involved a whispered word, a smuggled message -

sometimes passed on at second or t h i r d hand. 

No court could order an independent invest iga t ion 

of the condi t ion of a deta inee: a Judge i s not even 

permitted to c a l l the detainee t o g ive evidence, or 

empower an independent lawyer or doctor t o consult 

w i th the deta inee . 

Even i f i t" ess possible to obtain a court order 

preventing aa l - t raatment of a deta inee , how could 

t h i s be monitored? would the detainee be t o l d of the 

court dec is ion , and who could ensure tha t i t would 

be obeyed by a l l who had access t o the detainee? 

Only thoee w i t h i n the closed system a r e i n a posi t ion 

t o do t h a t . 

There was another reason why no r e l e t l v e brought 

en urgent a p p l i c a t i o n t o t h e Supreme Court - even 

a f t e r Mrs Helen Suzman made known the a l l e g a t i o n 

that N e i l Aggett hed been essaulted before he was 

found dead I n h ie c a l l . I f an i n t e r d i c t was appl ied 

f o r - even I f i t was granted - how could the OPSC 

be sure that tha detainee mentioned would not be 

vict imised I n some way? Possibly by tha withdrawal 

o f reading mater ia l or food parcels (where those are 

permi t ted ) ; or even the p o s s i b i l i t y of assaul ts or 

other pressures. 

The discussion on t h i s problem involved very 

d i f f i c u l t decisions f o r r e l a t i v e s of detainees. 

N e i l Aggett was dead - and according to one deta inee , 

had been beaten before h is death; a number of others 

were i n h o s p i t a l . How could other detainees be 

protected? 

I n the event , no court app l ica t ion was brought -

p a r t i a l l y because of the d i f f i c u l t y i n proving 

a l legat ions of ma1-treatment- But one thing was 

made vmry c l e a r : the so-ca l led safe-guards f o r 

detainees c u r r e n t l y i n force are of almost no use 

a t a l l . And the Rabie proposals do nothing more 

than perpetuete e c losed, se l f -conta ined end s e l f -

regulat ing system of detent ion f o r the purposes of 

ln te r roge t ion • 
• 

As already mentioned, the Rabie report does 

not look a t the question of s o l i t a r y confinement as 

a way of e x t r a c t i n g information from detainees. 

Neither does the Commission deal w i th other 

in ter rogat ion techniques: what o f sleep depr iva t ion , 

or prolonged standing i n one spot? How does the 

Commission f e e l about these methods? They remain 

s i l e n t - and egaln f a l l t o o f f e r any new protec t ion 

to those detained under a system which has caused 

the death of a t least 50 people - and severely 

a f fected the mental and physical heal th of hundreds, 

i f not thousands, o f o thers . 

I n t h i s regard , i t l a worth mentioning the ro le 

of the a t to rney -genera l ' s o f f i c e i n tha detent ion 

system. Often those held i n detent ion f a r the 

longest periods involve detainmes which the o f f i c e of 

the attorney^general has designated po ten t ia l s tate 

witnesses i n p o l i t i c a l t r i a l s . This does not mean 

that the person held has agreed to t e s t i f y - or even 

that he/she w i l l be ca l led as a witness. I t i s 

s u f f i c i e n t tha t the at torney-general f e e l s tha t tha 

po ten t ia l witness might be in t imidated , or might, 

abscond, or that i t i s i n the ' i n t e r e s t s of the 

administrat ion of J u s t i c e ' ; the parson can then be 

held I n condit ions ehlch are e f f e c t i v e l y the same 

as those applying to section 6 of the Terrorism Act, 

f o r s period of up to 6 monthe. 

I n p r a c t i c e , those held by the et torney-general 

as p o t e n t i a l s t a t e witnesses have previously been 

sect ion 6 detainees. Their t ransfer to sect ion 12 

of the I n t e r n a l Secur i ty Act I s l a r g e l y admin is t ra t ive : 

I n the recent cases of Journal ists Themi Unzwal and 

Zwelakhe S l s u l u , they were detained by security po l ica 

i n mid-1961. Early i n 1962 they were t ransferred to 

section 12(b) of the I n t e r n a l Secur i ty Ac t . U n t i l 

amswai's appearance i n cour t , and S l s u l u ' s re lease i n 

February 1982. they received no v i s i t s from f a m i l y , 

f r i e n d s , lndapandent doctors or lawyers. For them, 

12(b) must have been much tha seme as section 6 -

and i t was tha o f f i c e of the at torney-generel which 

was responsible f o r t h e i r detention under 12(b) and 

f o r the condit ions of detent ion . 

Tha Rabie proposals r e t a i n provisions f o r tha 

detent ion of po ten t ia l s t a t e witnesses. This i s not 

surpr is ing , given the general approach of the 

Commission. But i t i s worth emphasising that 

detent ion provisions ore not only administered by 

secur i ty p o l i c e , and that the o f f i c e s of tha 

respect ive et tornays-generel a r e i n t e g r a l l y 

involved i n the lengthy detent ion of people under 

condit ions s i m i l e r to those e x i s t i n g under section 6 

of the Terrorism Act. 

Over the past 0 months, a considerable amount of 

energy has been expended in focusing on the issue 

of detent ion and secur i ty deta inees . Large-scale 

pol ice r a i d s , fol lowed by the detent ion of trede 

un ion is ts , community workers and students i n i t i a l l y 



Ma+i-lightwd soee of the I M U N involved; further 

attentions, the death in security police custody of 

Neil Agoett, the hospi ta l lMt lan of e nuaber of 

MCtiort 6 detainewe and the report of the Beble 

Coeertsslan i tse l f continued to focus attention on 

the systssi of interrogation and detention. In tha 

aejor urban arees-detainee support group* vara ta t up t 

aeetlnge held, publicatiora produced. 

But i f v aa haa baan argued above, the atata naads 

security legislation to Maintain society in i t s currant 

fom, i t auat ba aaKad any opposition groups hava 

given so wuch attantion to this part icular Issue, 

After a l l , tha systaa of detention is Just ona eore 

aspact of an undaaocratio ruling group attempting to 

• i i n U i n i t s poser, th i l e tha c a l l aay hava baan 

for tha unconditional ralaaaa of a l l datainaaa 

and tha abolition of dstantion-ralatad legislat ion, 

fee hava aarloualy baliavad that govamaant aould taka . 

nota of such a doasnd. I t tharafora bacoass 

i»port«nt to look at ahat aort of issue datsntlon Is -

and ehy i t has racantly oosaaandsd so auch attantion. 

| Ona obvloua anaaar to this question ralataa to 

stteepts at protacting thosa who ara currently in 

detention, and thoea who may ba hald In tha future. 

Ear l i a r , i t aas argued that in ruling class terms, 

Rsbla was correct to r a r e — nd tha aaintananca of a 

syatsn of interrogative datantion i f South Africa was 

to ba rsproducad as an undaaocratlc, non-participatory 

society. But i t aas also arguad that ona could hava 

expected tha Ooaaleoton to put forward proposals 

ahlch provldad for tha protactlon of detainees froa 

solitary conflnaaant, sleep deprivation, phyaical 

assault and osntal torture. Glvan that such ssfs-

guards hardly exist i n tha currant situation, a focua 

on tha ahola datsntlon syataa aarvas tha function of 

Monitoring ahat occurs in datantion, and bringing 

prassura to baar regarding datantion conditiona. Thia 

aay, in cartain casaa, ba of protactlva valua to 

thosa undargoing Interrogation, 

In this contact, attsapta to organisa profasaional 

bodias and groupa - i th a direct concern in tha aystaa 

of intarragatlon and datantion * lawyers* aadical 

practitionars, paychologiata and paychiatriata * 

aay ba ona aay of trying to protect detainees froa 

tha affaota of tha systaa. *-

7 A sacond raason for focusing attantion on » 

detentions Involves tha aay in ahlch that iasus oasts 

l ight on othar aspects of tha social aystaa. OVar tha 

past faa yasrs, i t haa becoew* fashlonsbla for cartain 

privileged raprassntativas of tha ruling claaaaa to 

argue that tha South ATrlcan stata is bant on a 

reformist progrs—•. A l l that is holding govamaant 

back from iaplaaantlng a aida ranga of reforms, thay 

argue, la tha right aing natura of cartain National 

Party alaaanta, sactiona of tha c i v i l asrvioa, ate. 

rwnat tha datsntlon issua doaa i s to ahoa that tha 

I so-callsd rafora progra—« of tha *var l ig ' wing of 

1 govamaant lnvolvaa a high dagraa of coarclon, 

frapraasion and control. Elections to tha South African 

Indian Council go hand in hand - i th tha datantion of 

entl-BAXC act iv ists; thosa unionists aha opposa 

tha 'nee deal ' on labour relat ions, and she assist 

lnstaad in tha building of strong, democratic unlona, 

ara detained. Qpsn oppoaltion pol i t ica l a c t i v i t y , 

i f i t lnvolvaa aasa part icipation, sasas to load to 

tha c a l l s . Tha ahola ayataa of datantion 

demonstrates that currant atata in i t ia t lvaa mmy 

involva changs - but not nacaaaarily in tha direction 

in shlch tha aajori ty of South Africana went. Thosa 

oho ara involved in organising and fac i l i ta t ing aasa 

opposition to government** pollclss — ba thay tha 

progresses of PV Boths's ganarala, Plat Koornhof *s 

bureaucrats or Fania Botha's Dapartaant of laanpowor 

Uti l isation - face tha dsngsr of atata rapraaaion in 

ona of i t a forms. 

But having said t h i s . I t auat ba notad that 

detention In l t a a l f is a H a l t e d lsaua. Rejection of 

'datant ion-ai thout- tr ia l * , of datantion in conditions 

of sol i tary conflnaaant, of interrogation tachniquaa 

ahlch involva coarclon and astipulation of aind and 

body • th is is a platforai shlch a broad apectrua of 

organised intaraata, froa raprasantativaa of 

' enlightened * capital through to tha l e f t , can 

support. But precisely bacausa auch a broad and 

potentially conflicting sat of Interests can support 

tha issua, i ta content, l imits and paraemtera nwed 

to ba assaasad vary carefully. 

• i t h th ia in aind, a nuabar of points can ba 

raiaad in tha hopa that consideration of thaa wi l l . 

ba conatructiva for those involved in tha datantion 

lsaua. 

1. I t needs to ba asked ahlch groups and individuals 

ara bast placad to f ac i l i t a te tha Mobilisation and 

organisation of those profsssions ahlch hava en 

intaraat in tha lssusa and conditiona of datantion, 

(Thia la ona of tha act iv i t ies ehicn can potentially 

provide soas protactlon for datainaaa, in tarsal of 

aonltoring conditiona, prasauring for safsguards, a te ) . 

Of i t a natura, th ia l a a limited act iv i ty : tha 

Majority of thosa involved In tha profassiona ara 

likely to occupy lntsrasdiata positions on tha 

po l i t i ca l spactrvj*. Aa such, i t U unlllcaly that 

profasaional bodias can go aach bayond attaapts to 

laprova conditiona a i th ln tha aystaa of datantion. 

I n thasa taraa, i t should ba esfced ahathar thosa 

on tha po l i t i ca l l a f t ara bast suited for engaging 

• i t h tha profassiona ovsr tha issua of detention, 

or whathar this i s better undartafcan by individuals 

within tha profassiona sho ara kaan to consolidate 

progrsaalva viewpoints in thair sphsrs of a c t i v i t y . 

Thar* aay ba an argument that attaapts by tha 

po l i t i ca l l a f t to intarvana with profasaional 

groups on an expl ic i t ly left-wing basis ara counter-

productive, and U n i t tha role strlch such professional 

groups can play vis-a-vis tha datantion issue. 

2 . Much of tha act ivi ty around detentions haa involved 

a protest coaponant - public eoetlngs, picket 

protests, petit ione, le t ter writing* religious 

services. I t can ba arguad that th is is a lag i t lasts 

and iaportant terrain of act iv i ty for cartain groupa -

especially aooarate lntarasts which hava retained or 

developed a concern end conscience about tha direction 

in shlch South African society l a sjoving. Thle, for 

sMeapls, hee been en area of act iv i ty for the 

Johannesburg Oetainaee* Parents Support Cowaittee, 

shlch has been both active end successful in i t s 

chosen sphere of pol i t ics . 

But i t dose need to be asked whathar thasa ara 

tta aorta of act iv i t ies or issues shlch tha l e f t 
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should be expending time, tn*rgy end resources on * 1 

e s p e c i a l l y ehan they a n already balng undertaken by 

other groups. 

3 . I f organised l a f t wing l n t s r s e t s are going t o 

undertake cer ta in detent ion-re la ted a c t i v i t i e s ' I n 

a l l i anca with othar groups c l o s e r to tha cantra 

(ag Ubara l oroupa) t tha terms, oatura and function 

of th la a l l i anca need t o be worked out and apaclf lad 

In aach case* For example ^ sane have saan a purpose 

In trying to i n j e c t a graater l e f t -wing contant 

Into tha a c t l v l t l a a of pradcftlnantly whi te , l lb ara l 

groups* ehsthar t h i s should ba tha funct ion of an 

a l l i a n c a cvar a limited i s s u e l i k e datantion needs 

to ba aesasead in tarns of productivi ty and e f f e c t . 

Thla l a not to suggest that thara l a no placa 

for co-operat ion bataaan l lbara l groups and thosa 

further l a f t , Thla l a e s p e c i a l l y so ragert ing 

.mutual information inputs , ideas and support In 

times of c r i s i s . But I t does naad to ba asked 

ehether organlsad groups to tha l a f t of cantra are 

bast occupiad in l i b e r a l , protes t and/or 'preesura-

group1 p o l i t i c s ovar tha Isaua of datantlons ehan 

t h | i l a already balng undartakan by 'centra* groups. 

An assessment of thasa quastlona can poss ib ly 

serve to develop both tha atratagy and t a c t i c s of 

thosa eho saa themselves a s part of democratic 

opposit ion in South Afr ica . * 

i 
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NEIL Aggett , Transvaal secretary of tha African Food 

and Canning Workers* Union, -au by no aaana tha f i r s t 

trade union leader t o ba detained in tarns of South 

A f r i c a ' s security l e g i s l a t i o n . Neither was ha tha 

f i r s t trada un ion i s t t o d l a I n tha custody o f aacurl ty 

p o l i c e . Before him, un ion i s t s I lka Lookemart 

Ngudla (1963 ) , Caleb meyaklmo (1969) , Luke Uazeembe 

(1976) , Lawrenca Ndzange (1976) and El i jah L o u (197?) , 

dlad ah l la balng held for tha purposss of 

interrogat ion by aacurlty p o l i c e . 

Stata ac t ion against trada union o f f i c i a l s aaa 

not uncoaaon befora 1960: for example', a number of 

paopla aaaoclatad with tha African Mine WonXara' 

Union aara chargad as a r e s u l t o f tha aasaiva 1946 

a i n s workers1 s t r i k e . But in 1990 tha naa National 

Party governmsnt anactad the Suppression of Communism 

Act. Tha provis ions af that Act ware used in an' 

attempt to destroy, or a t l eas t weaken. Independent 

mi l i tant trada unionism*. Of thosa uniona a f fec ted 

by government's use of t h i s , and other, a n t i -

working c l a s s l e g i s l a t i o n , tha Food and Canning 

•orkere* Union (FCTU) and African Food and Canning 

•orkara' Union (A-FCau), warrant spec ia l cons iderat ion . 

For ovar tha dacades, FOau anrJ A - F C W hava andurad 

aava a f t a r wave of s t a t a ac t ion against thair 

o f f i c l a l a . Nai l Aggatt's datantion, and 

aubaaquant daath ah l la in security p o l i c e custody, 

l a tha l a t e s t In a long Una of ac t ions which hava 

a f fec ted tha organisat ion of workers In tha food 

and canning industry. 

•hy hava FCeu and A-FCau at tracted so much 

atata act ion? .that kind of unions ara thay that ao 

many of tha ir o f f l c i a l a hava baan bannad, datalnad, 

banished, t r i a d , foread Into ex i l e? Ihat followa 

I s a short summary of soaa of tha ir h iatory , in an 

at taapt to contaxtual laa-atata action* against 

indepandant trade uniona, and t o a i tuata tha daath. 

in di 

A-FCIPJ. 
etantion of tha Tjwjnev*al aacretary of tha 
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.1 Tha Food end Canning f t r k . r o ' Unlgn eas 

es tabl i shed in tha Western Cap« during 1941. having 

bean organised byj**y Alexander, • trade union and 

p o l i t i c a l f igure of note in .ox^ing c laas s truggles 

u n t i l forcad i n t o e x i l e by a sariaa of banning and 

house arrest order*, ahan workers met to 

e s t a b l i s h the union's Paorl branch, thay wara unable 

to obtain a ha l l In which t<s meet: gathered along 

tha banks o f tha Berg River, thay formed t h a i r 

branch under the moonlight, and signed appl icat ion 

forms to Join tha tmm union by tha glow of car 

headlamps. 

Perhaps that incident captures some of tha 

s p i r i t of tha union and i t s members - determination 

to press ahead with tha workers' etruggle daaplta 

obatac lee , harassment, lack of resources . 

Tha union, from i t s incept ion , ems strongly 

non-racia l , committed to the organisat ion of a l l 

workers In tha food industry. But in 1947. FCeU 

was forcad by law to separata in to two separata 

branchaa - one for a fr i can workers, tha other Tor 

tha remaining ' r a c e s ' . I t warn a t th la time that 

the A-FCaTJ was formed as a union formally separate 

froa FCaU. The d i s t i n c t i o n was, and reemine, 

largely t a c t i c a l * and union o f f i c l a l a continue to 

refer to *the union* rather than to two d i s t i n c t 

bodies . One differance batwaan the, two ia^that 

FCau remains a reg i s tered union, ah l la A-FCWU 

I s not , and hea nmv%r been, raglatarad. 

While always basing l t a organisation on tha 

factory f l o o r , the union ccmbinad aortcplaca 

issuaa with those broader mattere a f f e c t i n g 

eorkere outs ide of the workplace. Houalng, Group 

Areas Act removals, rasettlament, bantu education and 

coneumer boycotts warm a l l i s sues involving tha 

FCIU in l t a f i r e t 15 years of e x i s t e n c e . , 

The union protested to the Land Tenure Board 

against the g.-oup araaa a l l o c a t i o n s of land for 

Pearl and l e l l i n g t o n . In Ummberta Bay, where FCtU 

had a large mambarahip, tha union aaa involved in 

opposit ion t o the resettlement of afr ican woman and 

chi ldren aaay from tha area, 199A-9B aaw a coneumer 

boycott of the products Of tha Langebanj K o - ^ e r a s i e 

aa> 
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Baper* (LK8), beceuoe of * t a an t i -un ion e c U v i t i e e 

auoh as t h a sdthdreeal o f atop order f a c i l i t i e s and 

the v ic t imisa t ion of union leaders. Tha outcoas of 

tha conauear boycott raelnde ona of tha acre recent 

dispute a t F e t t l ' s and Mania, share a boycott o f 

products vat launched I n support of tha workers1 

Oasasnde, I n 1909, as i n the l a t t e r emm, tha FCwu 

son recogni t ion f r o " aanagasint, and antarad in to mn 

agrooaant o w wages snd working condi t ions. 

FCSU and A-FCWJ aara involvad i n a large nueber 

of a c t i v i t i e s underteksn by tha Congress A l l i ance 

(anion Involvad tha Afr ican National Congress, 

Congress of Oaaocrata, tha South Afr ican Indian 

Congress, Colourad Paoplaa" Congrass, and tha 

9outh Afr ican Congress of Trada Unions]* Tha unions 

playad a as jor ro la i n tha formation of tha South 

Afr ican Congrass of Trada Uniona (SACTU), ahich aaa 

t h a t rada union wing of tha Congraas A l l i a n c a , and 

aelntalnod e f f i l i a t i o n to SAcru u n t i l such t l a a as 

state repression foread SACTU in to e x i l e . 

Tha d iaput* a t UOB, r e f a r red to* above, i n t a g r a l l y 

Involvad tha FCfU'e re la t ionsh ip t o tha Congrass 

Al l ianca through I t s a f f i l i a t i o n t o SACTU, Tha 

coneuaer boycott or U03 producta was led by 

Congraasp snd raproaantaUvas of tha Al l ianca sore 

involvad I n negot ia t ions a l t h UCB during tha course 

of tha d ispute . 

•hen the Bantu Education Act eas passed, FCSU 

supported the AHC's c a l l f o r a boycott o f bantu 

education schools. The union e leo p s r t i d p a t e d 

i n a c t i v i t i e s r e l a t e d t o the Congress of the 

People. Miefcin of the FCWU aanagaaant c o n l t t e e 

attended an August 1954 conference to plan the 

Kl iptoen congress, end union aaabire eat up groups 

t o discuss ahat the Congress of the People eaa about, 

FCSU and A-FGW eere involved i n SACTU'* 1957 

£1 e dey campaign, end union ewasbers esre prominent 

i n aoee of the s tay -e t - *oas o e l l a o f the per iod . 

For e n e p l e , a 3-day stay-eeay e i ce l led i n May 

1961, oppoaing the dec lare t ion of South A f r ioa as 

a napubl lc . The c e l l received s lssd and petohy 

aupport, but on the Rand, Tflt o f food end cennlng 

workers stdyed away f r o e wort f o r the whole 3-day 

per iod-

But i t eould be e e i s t a k s t o see the union es 

e 'paper o rgan laa t lon 1 , involved i n nat iona l p o l i t i c s 

t o the de t r i esn t o f factory f l o o r organisat ion . Froe 

i t s formation i n 1941, FC*U grew i n s t rength , f a m i n g 

branches over the western and eastern Cape, and up 

the eest coast, A separate union ese f o r a i d i n 

Johannesburg end Durben, end i n 1903 t h l a 

a M l g a a a t a d v l t h FCVu to f o r e e net lonel ly-beeed 

union. 

At SACTU'a inaugural conference, held i n March 

195S. FCWU ees the l a rgee t union repreeented $ 

( 9 000 •ewfcsrs), w i th A-TOW bslng the t h i r d 

largest (3 600 eaebsrs) . By 1 * 2 , FOV had 8 052 

* a * * e r s , a h i l e A-fCtu hed groan t o include 9 565 

neebare. Indeed, the unions saaaad t o be 

strengthened by t h e i r a f f i l i a t i o n t o SACTu, and i n 

turn eere e beck-bone of SACTU e c t l v l t l e a . One 

union o f f l c i e l explained t h i s i n the fol lowing way: 

Zt l a not enough Juet t o be e f f i l l e t e d . I n 
every toan share our Union l a i n existence we 
auat help SACTU t o organise the unorganleed 
workers and bu i ld SACTU in to e powerful 
a l l - i n nat iona l t r a d e union cen t re . 

Oeaplte the f o r a e l existence of teo separate 

unions, a high dsgres of n o n - r e c i a l sor t ing c lssa 

uni ty has bean displayed by union aeabart over aeny 

years. One exaaple of t h i s involved the 1997 s t r i k s 

St BpwkhewVwse Food Products, i n Cspe Toan. I n i t i a l l y , 

coloured workers f r o a tha FCWU sent on s t r i k e , but 

ahsn A-FCWU •aet jar i a r r i ved e t the fac tory ga tee , 

they Joined the s t r i k s . 27 a f r i c a n e o r t e r e were 

charged as a r e a u l t , and e t the t r l e l one explained: 

I d i d n ' t have anything t o gain f o r a y s e l f . The 
reason I d i d n ' t go t o s o r t was thst I wanted t o . 
support ay Coloured brother workers who eere on 
s t r i k e . 

During the course of t h i s s t r i k s , the * 

congraas organlsatlona (AW, 8AXP0, COD and SACTU) sent 

e Jo int delegat ion t o see Spekhenhaa asnsgeesnt ebout 

re-opening negotiations with the s t r i k i n g e o r t a r e . 

The 19SS I n d u e t r U l C o n c i l U t i o n Aasnosjsnt Act 

et tacksd the I n t e r n a l scope end regulat ion of 

reg is tered unions: no f u r t h e r 'mixed* unions eould 

be reg is te red , already exist ing ' a i x e d ' unions sere 

t o be compelled t o separate in to u n l - r a c l a l branches, 

and r a c i a l l y ln tegra tad congreeses snd shop-f loor 

esMtlnga were p r o h i b i t e d . Tha a a j o r l t y o f SACTU 

a f f i l i a t e s * being unregistered unions, eere not 

e f fec ted by t h i s Act, but soaa of the best organised 

snd strongest unione eare r e g i s t e r e d . Ona of these 

eas the FCWU. 

I n i t i a l l y , SACTU at teapted t o fox* a uni ted f ront 

o f t rade union groupe t o oppoae the l e g i s l a t i o n , but 

TUCGA end the other co-ordinat ing bodies prefsrred 

to oppoae SACTU ra ther than the goverrasent i n poser. 

A two-year debate over the issue of rag 1st ra t ion 

took piece I n SACTU: the optlone posed involved the 

formation of u n l - r a c i a l uniona; d i v i d i n g unione i n t o 

r a c i a l branches; or d e - r e g i c t e r l n g i n def iance of 

the lew. Oscar Ifciethe, who u n t i l h is detent ion i n 

I960 wee s t i l l organising f o r A - F U U , aaa one o f those 

aho ergued f o r de - reg is t ra t ion e t the t l a e . 

F i n a l l y , FCJU re luc tont ly decided t o comply with 

tha nee Act : whi le expressing t o t a l opposit ion to 

I t , t h e union f e l t tha t u n t i l there eas gree ta r u n i t y 

i n the trade union eovaeent i t eould rejasln r e g i s t e r e d . 

Given the growing strength and inf luence of 

m u end A-fcwu, I t eas i n e v i t a b l e t h a t ac t ion eould 

be taken against the unione. 8oae e t teap te to awaken 

thee involved edsdnis t ra t ivs a c t i o n . For exaaple, i n 

195? tha lege Board c la iaed that FCVU wee 

'unrepresentat ive ' end could there fore not p a r t l c i p e t e 

i n the Board's invest iga t ion of the induet ry . Thie 

was despite the f a c t t h a t FC*J had -e ra than S I * 

o f eorkere i n the industry unionised. 

I n 1958 ths «ege Board a c t u a l l y lapoeed cuts f o r 

c e r t e l n cetegor iee of eorkere i n the food snd canning 

Indust ry , evwj on ly the union's strength end r e l a t i o n -

snip t o ths Congress A l l i ance prevented these sage 

cute f r o e being lapleswsntad. At ebout the asm t l a e , 

the Induetry wae daclered •essent ia l ' by govsrnaant, 

evening that there eas a t o t a l p r o h i b i t i o n on a l l 

s t r i k e a c t i v i t y , 

l l t h tha passing of tha 1900 Suppression of 

Cosvjunlaa Act, government began rawoving trade union 

o f f l c i a l a f r o - t h e i r union p o s i t i o n * . I n 1963 the 



o r i g i n a l organiser o f the Fomj, general secretary 

Ray Alexander, was banned. Bhe ees replaced by 

Dacky Lan who was I n turn banned frow gatherings i n 

1954, and prohibi ted f r a a a l l t rada union a c t i v i t y 

i n 1956. 

Ourlno t h i s per iod , union president Frank 

Uarquard ees banned i n '.954, aa vara Sua Coa of 

tha unlon 'a Port E l izabeth branch, and Sarah 

Ven tse l , aacratary of tha Borceeter branch, 

than tha unlon'a f i r s t general e e c r e t a r y f Ray 

Alexander, wee ordarad by government t o res ign f roe 

tha union* s o r t e r s etruok i n protaat throughout t h a 

Caps. . Moot of thase protaat s t r i k e * took* p lace i n 

t h e eastern Cape, but t h e r e sere work stoppagae i n 

Port E l laabeth and East London as s e l l , 100 a f r loen 

aoaen edgrente struck i n Eaet London, and coepoeed 

tha f o l l o s i n o t r i b u t e to t h e i r banned genera l 

secretary! 
By encouraging Afr ican workere to organles, you 
have brought new hope and d ign i ty t o thouaands 
o f workere. Sobeya Bibona (as - i l l seat a g a i n ) . 

I n 1999 El izabeth flafaklng, preeident o f the 

A-FCKJ aee benlahad from har hoae i n Pear l t o a fa re 

i n a remote, eead-deewrt a r e a , 80 miles f r e e tha 

nearest la rge town. Taking only the youngest of 

her 11 ch i ld ren , aho sl ipped out of South A f r i c a 

i n t o e x i l e . Frances Beard, eecretary of tha FCSU'e 

Port E l isabeth branch, eaa detained by secur i ty po l i ce 

i n 1962, and bemad i n January 1963, Held I n 

a o l l t a r y confinement f o r a year , ahe ems f i n a l l y 

convicted i n teres o f the Buppreeelon o f Coeaunlae 

Act, and eentenced to 5 years lapr iaoneent . On her 

re lease , ahe sea banished t o the Northern Traneveel , 

a thousand a l i a s f roa her hoae. 

The l i s t o f o f f i c l e i e removed f r o a FC*U and 

A-FCWU l a very long , eafcel Ba l four , Traneveel 

general secretary of the A-FOFJ aes benned i n 1962, 

and oonfinad t o a a a e l l house i n fioodepoort; L i z 

Abrahaae, aho acted ae FOPJ ganerel aacratary a f t e r 

the banning of Ray Alexander and Beaky Len, ees 

heree l f r e s t r i c t e d i n 196* . And Mery Hoodley, who 

hed organleed worker* on tha East Rand i n t o FCBU i n 

the 1900a, see held under 90-day detent ion i n 1963. 

Barred f r e e t rade union eork i n 1963, ahe regained 

banned f o r a l l but 3 days of the next VJ y e t r e , dying 

a r e s t r i c t e d person in October 1979. 

Thoea arrested i n the Treason T r i a l Included 

A Hshlengu of tha A-FCSU. 6 Oaaone and Frances 

Beard of FCBU'e Port E l izabeth branch, than tha 

a t e t e of emergency eee declared i n 1960, end the 

MC end PAC banned, Beard, tasbel Belfour and Oscar 

UpethA were deta ined. Subsequently, L i l y Oladrlcha, 

aacratary of the FCBU bene f i t fund i n Port E l i zabe th , 

I n e v i t a b l y , s t a t e a c t i o n had i t a e f f e c t s on 

the unions, and gradual ly FCJBJ re t rea ted to i t a 

Veetern Cape base, share on ly a fee brenchee remained 

a c t i v e . But the davelopaent o f nee Independent 

t rade union grouping* i n t h e 1970a gave FCeU a nee 

lapetua , and by 1979 tha union eaa atrong enough 

to take on the eenageaont o f F e t t l e * and Mania i n 

• prot racted s t r i k e - and eventua l ly e in recogni t ion . 

I t ees during t h l a a t r i k a t h a t a conaueor boycott 

o f F • M products eaa launched i n support of tha 

eorkere* daaends - a t a c t i c pravlouely used by tha 

union i n an e a r l i e r per iod . I n the 1960s workers 

f ree the union sere involved i n tha boycott o f 

potatoes i n the Transvaal , and oranges I n tha 

e e e t e m Cape, 

The F • m a t r i k a served t o underl ine the F0BU*e 

po l icy of n o n - r e o U l eorker s o l i d a r i t y j both a f r l c e n 

and coloured workers eere Involved i n t h e a t r i k a 

a c t i v i t y , and n o r w e c l e l eupport groups were aet up 

around t h e country t o undertake tha boycott o f 

f • I products. 

Union aeebers have been Involved I n m i l i t a n t 

a t r l k e a c t i v i t y i n e number of inatancee over the 

paet f e e years - a t Baa Harvest i n Baldhana Bay 

(sea *1P 11:26-27) , and a t K r c a r i v i a r Apple Co-op 

(eee JJP 13:23-55} , f o r exajaple. firanchee have bean 

eat up or r e a c t i v a t e d i n Uohenneeburg and East 

London - the l a t t e r having bean involved i n the 

oppoait ion to Ciskaien 'lnOependenee*, ahich obvlouoly 

a f f e c t s a major i ty o f union aeabara. Indeed, a number 

of FCBU unionist * were detained by Clakel a u t h o r i t i e s 

i n 1B80 end 1BS1, e h l l a £ e * t London branch, aacratary 

BonlaUe Noruehe aee held by South Afr lcen eeour l ty 

pol ice f o r 7 aonthe before being ce l led ee a witnaee 

i n a p o l i t i c a l t r i a l , then he refused to t e s t i f y , 

he ees eentenced t o one y e e ^ e lagr lsoneent . 

Ho account of e t a t a ac t ion agminet leaders of 

FCIU and A-FCiU l e complete without aentlon of 

Oscar up nth* : involved i n A-FCBU f o r over 3 dacedaa 

( in ta r ruptad by banning orders and lepr lsoneent ) , 

he I s cur rent ly standing t r i a l I n Cape Toan e i t h 17 

o thers . Detained i n August 19B0 I n tha context o f 

the Cape Town bus boycott , the e t a t e refuaaa even 

t o a l low t h l a ?1-yeer old veteran o f t rede unionlae 

b a l l , despite f a l l i n g hea l th and vary l i t t l e evidence 

impl icat ing h ie i n h ie t r i a l . I n eany ways* Hpetha's 

Involvement I n trade union, community and p o l i t i c a l 

atrugglaa e y a M l i e e s the h l a t o r y of FCBU and A-FCwu -

Including tha eysteaet lc a t teoke aede by the state 

on these unions. 

This I s the context i n ehlch H a i l Agget t 'a 

deeth should be viewed. Ae aacratary o f tha Transvaal 

branch of A-FCW, he ees I n t e g r a l l y Involved I n the 

resurgence of eorker orgenleat lon. H is death robe 

A-FCBU i n p a r t i c u l a r , and the Independent union 

eov ia in t i n genera l , of a valued and important 

member. But the union has o u t l i v e d the nuearoua 

previous attacks on i t s o f f i c i a l s . As a recant 

press report noted, 

On general po l icy lesuae the unions1 

etence reaelne w i t h i n an eatabUehad 
t r a d i t i o n . There i s e bedrock b e l i e f i n 
i n d u s t r i a l unionlae, non- rec le l l ae and rank 
and f i l e control ( S t a r . 1f i .01.B3) . 

I t io these fea turee which ahould enable 

FCfU end^A-FCsnj t o aurvive the death of an 

organlaar , as we l l as any fu ture act ions ehlch the 

s t e t e l a planning against the independent t rade 

union movement* 

http://1fi.01.B3


[DETENTIONS: 
I n v e s t i g a t i n g 
Inquests 
I N response t o N e i l Agpatt 's death I n detent ion , and 

the approach of the inquest in to the circumstances 

of h is death, i t i s important t o focus a t t e n t i o n on 

the procedures followed i n inquests- This a r t i c l e 

looks a t some features of the inquest with regard to 

p o l i t i c a l deta inees . I t includes concrete examples 

i l l u s t r a t i n g tha r o l e of p o l i c e , the presiding 

magist ra te , and s t a t e pathologists . Other l ega l 

proceedings r e s u l t i n g from deaths i n detent ion a r e 

a l s o considered. 

The Inquest Act, Wo 5ft^of 1950 

IT i a essent ia l t o understand the purpose and alma of 

an Inquest i n order t o r e a l i s e t h a t the l i m i t a t i o n s 

contained i n the various provisions of the Inquest, 

Act l ay inquest proceedings open to such abuse as t o 

prevent t h a achievement o f those aims. 

An Inquest I s not a cr imina l t r i a l i n ahlch 

people are found g u i l t y and than sentenced. An 

inquest i s a hearing Consisting of 

1) e magistrate; 

2) a publ ic prosecutor; 

3 ) a parson representing those a i t h an i n t e r e s t i n the 

outcome of the inquest (herea f te r re fe r red t o MM a 

lawyer) ; and 

4 ) any witnesses that a r e necessary t o a s s i s t the 

court i n the search f o r tha t r u t h . 

The function of both the publ ic prosecutor and the 

lawyer i s to present the magistrate with the facts 

surrounding tha death of tha deceased* The magistrate 

than has to a r r i v e a t a decision as to the 

circumstances of the deceased's death , and whether i t 

aas caused by any act or omission on the part o f 

anyone. I t oust be stressed that the ro le of tha 

public prosecutor i s only to lead the evidence, 

and not t o attempt t o exonerate or apportion blame; 

i t i s c e r t a i n l y not the publ ic prosecutor 's ro le t o 

put the b e l i e f s and past act ions of the deceased on 

t r i a l , < a s .occurred i n the Tlmol and h a f f e j e e Inquests. 

Tha Act deals with a l l types of inquests, but 

aa a i l l only deal w i th tha moat Important areas of 

the Act tha t r e l a t e to the s i tua t ion ehere a parson 

diea mysteriously i n detent ion* 

A parson I s detained by the secur i ty po l i ce and 

kept i n s o l i t a r y confinement. On the f i f t h day of 

detent ion tha South A f r i can Pol ice announce that tha 

detainee was found dead i n pol ice c e l l s e t John 

vorster Square, Section 3 of the Inquest Act 

s tates tha t i f any policeman has reason t o be l ieve 

that death was not as a r e s u l t o f na tu ra l causes, 

then the SAP must conduct en Invest iga t ion i n t o tha 

circumstances of the death. 

Tha same sect ion of the Act provides f o r tha 

holding of a medical examination of the body, but only 

I f the magistrate 'deems I t expedient i n the in te res ts 

of Jus t i ce * . At t h i s medical examination tha only 

people who eay be present are 

1) tha South Afr ican P o l i c e ; 

2 ) a d i a t r i c t surgeon or any doctor appointed by the 

m a g i s t r a t e ; 

3 ) a medical p r a c t i t i o n e r nominated by anyone who 

s a t i s f i e s the magistrate tha t ha o r she has a 

substant ia l In te res t I n the issue of the 

examination; 

4 ) anyone e lse eho has the consent of tha magistrate 

or the medical p r a c t i t i o n e r conducting the 

examination. 

The r e s u l t s of the po l i ce Invest iga t ion must then 

be handed t o the public prosecutor (sect ion 4 of the 

A c t ) . I f the public prosecutor decides not to 

prosecute anyone i n connection with the death of the 

deta inee , than he or she must g i v e a l l of tha 

documents to the magistrate who sha l l proceed t o hold 

an inquest as to the circumstances and causes of death 

I f i t appears t o the magistrate tha t death was not due 

r to natura l causes. 

I t i a a t t h l a stage that the actua l preparat ion ' 

f o r tha hearing begins, but un l i ke a normal t r i a l a t 

ahlch both tha s t a t e and defence have access t o tha 

varioua documents to be used, i n an Inquest only tha 

magistrate and public prosecutor have access t o tha 

documents* The lawyer may only have such access 

i f tha magis t ra te , i n h i s d i s c r a t i o n , a l lows t h i s , 

* t t h regard to witnesses, tha magistrate has 

the poear to subpoena any parson to g ive evidence 

or to produce a document a t tha inquest (eact lon 8 ) * 

The leaver has no r i g h t t o subpoena any witnesses. 

I n Timol and another vs magistrate of Johannesburg 

and another, the than Judge President o f the Transvaal 

stated that ' I t must be remembered that tha witness i s 
• 

the witness of the inquest court and not o f a 

p a r t i c u l a r p a r t y ' . This meane that tha publ ic 

prosecutor and tha magistrate decide who tha 

witnesses a i l l be* Thus, i f the lawyer wishes t o 

c a l l a c e r t a i n witness, tha magis t ra te 's permission 

• u s t f i r s t be obtained before tha t witness may g ive 

evidance. 

If tha magistrate decides that tha aaalatance of 

an expert i n any p a r t i c u l a r f i e l d i s needed to a s s i s t 

the court i n coming to a f inding than tha a a g l a t r a t a 

may choose one or two 'assessors*. Even than, tha 

Magistrate alone may decide on any question of lma, 

end i t I s a l s o f o r tha magistrate t o decide ahlch a r e 

questions of l e a , end ehich are questions of f a c t * 

(luring the Inquest, the publ ic prosecutor may 

exemlne any e l tness giving evidence (sect ion 1 1 ( 1 ) ) , 

whereas the lawyer may only ask tha witness such 

questions as tha magistrate may a l low (sect ion 1 1 ( 2 ) ) . 

An iaoortant provision i n tha Act I s tha t one which 

provides that any document purport ing to be o f f i c i a l l y 

made by any person I n connection with tha death s h a l l , 

i n the d iscre t ion of tha a a g l a t r a t a , beaomlsslble 

as proof o f the f a c t s set out i n tha document 
j 

(sect ion 13 ) . The magistrate then has the d iscre t ion 

ehethar or not t o c a l l the person who made the o f f i c i a l 

statement t o g ive evidence* This i n a f f e c t means 

that tha public prosecutor can submit an o f f i c i a l 

statement made by e ammber of tha SAP, Thie 

document then stands as uncontradicted evidence as 

tha lawyer does not have tha opportunity to cross 
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examine the moker of the iUt#Mnt in order to 

ascertain the truth of the ellegatlons contained in 

the statement. H w v i r , the magistrate may decide 

to c a l l th« parson who made tha statement to giva 

evidence - but than tha magistrate haa tha discration 

to determine which quaationa tha lawyer ahould be 

alloaad to ask. 

After a l l tha avldanca (such aa i t i s ) has baan 

hesrd* tha Magistrate 'shall racord a f ind ing , . . . 

a) aa to tha identity of tha deceased person; 

b) aa to the cause or l ike ly cause of death; 

0) as to the dete of death} 

d) aa to whether tha death eas brought about by any 

act or omission Involving or amounting to an 

offence on the part of any person*. 

Zf the amglstrate i s unable to record any finding, 

then he/she must record that fact. No reasons need be 

given by the.magietrete for coning to any of tha 

findings. 

I f the moglfttrete states 

1) that the court is unable to record e finding, or 

2) that tha death eas brought about by an act or 

omission involving or amounting to an offence on 

the part of any person, or 

3) i f requested to by the attorney general, 

then the magistrate must give the f i l e of the inquest 

to the attorney general who may then, in hie 

discretion, reopen the InQuost. 

There mrm certain offences that the Inqueat Act 

does set out, the Boat important being that "any 

person who prejudices, influences or anticipates the 

proceedings or findings of an inqueat . . . . shal l be 

guilty of an offence1. Sentence i s a maximum of 

R900, or 6 months, or both. Thie offence eas 

Introduced In 1979, not long after the conclusion 

of the Biko inquest. 

Bearing in elnd tha fact that tha public 

prosecutor and the aaglatrate ere public eervants in 

the pay of the s ta te , and the extent of the discretion 

thet ie given to the megletrete, It le clear that 

the Inojjest Act i s vulnerable to ebuae. The 

magistrate can, with the uee of the discretionary 

powers, direct end channel the events in the 

inquest to the extent of almost excluding the party 

representing the relatives of the deceased* 

An effective summary of the Act i s to compare the 

embit of the magistrate'a discretion with the rights 

of representstiveeof the deceased. 

The following f a l l elthln the magistrate's discretion: 

1) Vhether a medical examination should be held or 

not (eectlon 3(2) ) . 

2) thether the deceased's body should be disinterred . 

or not (section 3 (d) ) . 

3) Who should be present at the poet mortem besldee 

tha d i s tr i c t surgeon and pol ice . 

4) Tha date of the Inqueat - 'reasonable not ice .* . to 

be given to the spouse or re lat ive , provided the 

spouse or relat ive i s available 9^S the giving of such 

notice e i l l not, in the opinion of the magistrate, 

unduly delay the inquest1 (section ? ) . 

5) which witnesses should be cel led to give evidence. 

6) which assessors should a l t with the Magistrate to 

decide on the findings: must alao get Ministerial 

sanction for th i s (section 9 ( 0 ) . 

?) which persons should be excluded froe the place 

of the lnqueet - ' . . . . t h e mmgietrate holding the 

lnqueet mey In hia discretion exclude froe the place 

where tha lnqueet le held eny person whose presence 

thereat i s , in h i s opinion not necessary or desirable' 

(section 10). 

a) wnich questions way be put by Interested partlee 

to the witnessee - 'Representatives of interested 

parties aay only put such questions as the magistrate 

aay allow* (section 11(2)). 

9) whether and when the inquest should be ertjournod 

(eectlon 12 (1» , 

10) which documents should be eoMesible In proof of 

the facts stated therein (section 13(1)). 

11) Ihether the person making the above-mentioned 

affidavit shell be cel led to give evidence 

(section 13(2)). 

12) Whether evidence Should be taken on commission 

or not (section 15). 

13) whether Interested pertlee should see or obtain 
. • 

the documents given by the prosecutor to the 

magistrate ehlch aey or wi l l be used in the lnqueet. 

'It will be in hie discration whether he ellowe 

thee to have a copy or to peruse the document, and i t 

will be in h i s discretion whether It Is to be ellowed. 

in respect of a l l tha documents or only In respect of 

ecme of thsmf and aa to shen th i s l e to be done, or in 

what circumstances and subject to whet conditions the 

perueel i s to take place or tha copies ere to be 

delivered1 . . 

14) whether e l i s t of witnesses and documents to be 

used in the tr ia l be given to the interested party. 

The rights of interested parties (normolly relotlves 

of the deceased): 

1) The rigiht to nominate legal representation. 

2) The right to nominate e medical practitioner to be 

present e t the medical examination (eectlon 3 (a ) (b ) ) . 

3) To put such questions to witnesses as the 

magietrate may allow (section 11(2). 

4) To hand in affidavlte (section 13(l)) - eno ash: 

that the makers of the ef f ldevits be aubpoenaad to give 

orel evidence. 

Poet-mdrtomo 

THE lnqueet Act leys down the legal framewor* in 

which the post mortem exeminetion le to tmfce piece. 

According to the Act t a meglatrate to whom e death 

la reported may *if he deeme i t expedient in the 

Interests of Justice, ceuss (the body) to be 

examined by tha d i s tr i c t surgeon or eny other medical 

practitioner who amy, i f he demse i t necessary for the 

purpose of ascertaining with greater certainty the 

cause of dwwth, meke or causa to be mode en examination 

of any internal organ or any part of any of the 

contente of the body, or of any other eubatance or 

thing' . 

In addition, a private pathologist may be present 

If the Magistrate i s satisfied thet such e person 

(usually representing the family of the deceased) haa 

a 'substantial and peculiar interest in the issue of 

tha examination'. 

Even i f privets pathologists are present, they 

may not neceesarily be so e t the cr i t i ca l post-mortem. 

In the case of Luke •mtwamba, private pathologists 

were only able to ess the body 5 deya after the 
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o f f i c i a l l y performed post-mortem. I n the cetie o f 

H e l l Aggett , the post-mortem was star ted p r i o r to 

the a r r i v a l o f the pr ivate pa tho log is t . 
• 

The aim of the post-mortem examination l a to 

es tab l ish p rec ise ly the causa of death. The post" 

mortem examination consists of the fol lowing 

procedures i 

1) I d e n t i f i c a t i o n of the body; 

2 ) Secondary post-mortem changes; 

3 ) Externa l appearance of the body and condi t ion of 

the l lmbe; 

4 ) Examination o f the head and neck and organs; 

5 ) Examination of the chest and organs; 

6 ) Examination of the abdomen and organs; 

7 ) Examination of the sp ina; 

8 ) Addi t ional observat ions; 

9 ) Specimens. • 

A l l the observations of the pathologist are entered 

i n t o Form (Heal th ) 1 , t i t l e d 'Report on a medico

lega l postHsortem examinat ion ' , which i s completed 

under the auspices of the Department of Hea l th . This 

form concludes wi th an observation as t o the cous* 

of death . 

I t I s important +o note , however, that the whole 

examination i s s t i l l subject to the personal 

I n t e r p r e t a t i o n of the examiner. The pathologist i s 

I n a posi t ion to note or overlook c e r t a i n f ind ings and 

to take or ignore c e r t a i n specimen*. At the inquwst 

of Jamms Lenkoe, evidence of e l e c t r i c shock treatment 

and traces of copper war* found by a p r i v a t e 

pa tho log is t . The a t a t e pathologists were u n l i k e l y 

t o have taken such specimens. 

Thus, whi le the inquest post-mortem has the s i r 

o f c o l d , o b j e c t i v e , s c i e n t i f i c enquiry . I t i s 

nevertheless open to personal opinion, personal b i a s , 

end i n some cases, p o l l t l c e l ob jec t i ves . Even the 

s c i e n t i f i c basis of many of the conclusions are open 

to discussion - the Blko inquest contained hours o f 

discussion over how, e x a c t l y , c e r t a i n I n j u r i e s might 

have bean sustained. The pethologlst i s i n a very 

powerful pos i t ion of being expected to a t a t e wi th 

eu thor l ty what was the cause of death* I n many cases, 

pathologists refuse t o commit themselves by s t a t i n g 

a p a r t i c u l a r event l i k e l y t o have caused death. I n 

other inquests, the testimony of doctors has given 

important ins ights in to the methods of in ter rogat ion 

used by secur i ty p o l i c e , end the resu l tan t deaths of 

detainees. 

The evidence presented by government pathologists 

i s h ighly regarded by inquest magistrates. Solomon 

modipane died on 28 February, T9G9. A pol ice 

spokesmen announced thet the detainee had received 

c e r t a i n i n j u r i e s when ha had slipped on a bar o f 

soap. The d i s t r i c t surgeon announced thet he was 

unable to determine the cause of deeth; the magistrate 

used t h i s information t o s t a t e tha t i t was a 

•natura l death* and that no inquest was necessary. 

The pathologist may be unwi l l ing t o speculate 

es to how i n j u r i e s may have been caused. Imam 

Abdullah Hsron died on September 2 7 . 1969, I n t h e 

Maltland po l ice c e l l s . The min is te r o f po l i ce t o l d 

the press that ha had died of natura l causes, 

heving f a l l e n down s t a i r s - 26 bruises of varying 

agas were i d e n t i f i e d on the f r o n t , s ide and back 

of h is body. The pathologist stated thet the cause 

of death was heart t rouble r e l a t e d to i n j u r i e s 

sustained i n the f a l l . Ha could not or was not 

w i l l i n g t o say how the other i n j u r i e s had been caused. 

I n t e r e s t i n g l y , although the magistrate attached no 

blame to any person, the s t a t e paid Mrs Heron 

R5 000 In an out -o f -cour t set t lement . 

The evidence provided by doctors may a lso be 

s i g n i f i c a n t i n impl ica t ing tha secur i ty po l i ce and 

t h e i r in te r roga t ion methods. James Lenkoe was 

found hanging i n h is pr ison c a l l i n P r e t o r i a . The 

pr ison surgeon found that death was due to hanging. 

The fami ly of Lenkoe lna ls tad on another post* 

mortmw being conducted by en independent patho log is t . 

At the inquest , counsel f o r the widow presented medical 

evidence that indicated t h a t Lenkoe had been given 

an e l e c t r i c shock on the day he d i e d . Three 

pathologists t e s t i f i e d t h a t there wee a mark on h ie 

body thet was consistent w i th a very recent e l e c t r i c 

burn. The verdict i n the Inquest was ' e e l f - i n f l i c t e d 

hanging*. 

I n summary, tha Inquest Act al lows f o r post-ewrtem 

examinations to take p lace. These a f * conducted by 

stete pe tho log ie ts , except where the magistrate haa 

allowed p r i v a t e pathologists to a t tend tha 

examination. The post-mortem I t s e l f i s subjective 

i n tanas of what t issues are examined and what 

specimens taken; the observations tcx> may ba 

contested as t o t h e i r s ign i f l canca . Doctors Involved 

In providing evidence et inquests may ba of asslstanca 

t o the fami ly or 'prosecut ion*; somwtimas t h i s i s 

i n t e n t i o n a l . The o b j e c t i v i t y o f the poet-mortem 

f ind ings i s i t s e l f e myth. 

I l l u s t r a t i o n s from pest Inquests 

1 . Hussein Haffajeo 

H s f f e j e e , a 26 year old Durban d e n t i s t , died on 2 

August, 1976, which was tha f i r s t n ight of h is 

d e t e n t i o n . The inquest i n t o h i s death eas on ly h e l d 

i n 1976. 

Security po l i ce t e s t i f i e d tha t Hef fe jea was 

detained et e spec ie l ly erected po l ice block. Po l ice 

had previously entered h i e f l a t , photocopied items 

there , end then l e f t the premises as I f undisturbed. 

Af ter being deta ined, po l i ce drova Hsf fe jee around 

Durban, and according to secur i ty po l i ce he put up 

a s t ruggle and fought with them a nusber of times^ 

es i f t r y i n g to escape. Pol ice claimed that these 

tussles ware the causa of bruises found on the 

detainees body, and denied thet they ware the r e e u l t 

of 'excessive i n t e r r o g a t i o n ' . Tha c h i e f e tata 

pathologist and an I n t e r n a t i o n a l fo r *ne lc export 

both agreed thet the 40-50 bruises on the body were 

not the causa of death. The representative, o f the 

public prosecutor accordingly argued that Hef fe jea 

had k i l l e d himself by hanging. 

The public prosecutor appl ied to lead documentary 

evidence to lnd ica ta a motive f o r su ic ide . These 

Involved notee I n h i s handwriting on hoe t o woke 

exploelvee t manuals ' fo r organising t a r r o r i s m ' , 

and other books. He even wanted to c a l l e po l i ce 

exploalvas expert t o t e s t i f y tha t bombs found i n a 

bui ld ing were tha same aa thosa described by hof fe jea 

i n h i s notes . 

Counsel f o r the Hsf fe jee fami ly opposed tha 



app l ica t ion , claiming that i t •ould turn the inquest 

i n t o a cr imina l t r i a l o f an accused a l ready dead, 

and there fore not i n a pos i t ion t o answer a l l e g a t i o n s . 

The magist ra te , haaaver, ru led that the documents 

could be lad as evidence. 

The publ ic prosecutor-than argued that the 

docuaanta proved that Hef fe jee had committed suic ide 

Qecauee he did not sent to face public t r i a l and be 

exposed es a saboteur. 

At the conclusion of the Inquest t the magistrate 

found that no-ona aaa to blame f o r H a f f e j a a ' s death . 

Regarding the i n j u r i e s on h is body, the magistrate 

found that secur i ty pol ice aere not responsible. I n any 

event, he ru led that the issue was i r r e l e v a n t 's ince 

i n tense of the Inquest Act the court eaa not concerned 

a i t h lesues not connected to the cause of dea th* . 

2 . LungUe Tebalaxe 

Tabalaza, a 21 year old youth, f a l l to h ie death f roa 

the f i f t h f l o o r o f the Senlmm Building (secur i ty 

. po l i ce headquarters) I n Port E l izabeth on 10 July* 

1978. Thla aaa the saiie venue ehere Stave 8iko 

sustained h is f a t a l i n j u r i e s shor t ly be fore . 

Tebelaae'a death led to c a l l s f o r the res ignat ion 

of po l i ce Min is ter Jimmy Krugar - aho announced that 

a aanior po l i ce o f f i c e r had bean appointed t o make 

immediate invest igat ions in to the clrcuaatancas 

surrounding the death of Tabs l a E S . 

Tao seeks l a t e r , Krugar announced that three 

eecur l ty pollcaaan i n Port E l l n b e t h aould be 

t ransfer red t o another a r e a . One of these aas t h e 

' C — ending o f f i c e r o f the PC secur i ty po l i ce , Colonel 

PJ Oooean - prominent i n the BiXo inquest . Goosan 

haa recent ly bean promoted to Br igad ie r . 

Tahaloza had bean ar rested together e i t h another 

Y7 year o l d youth. They eere taken from the po l i ce 

e t a t l o n i n Nee Brighton t o the Banlaa Bui ld ing i n 

toan share the eecur l ty pol ice have t h e i r o f f i c e s . 

The 17 year o l d youth aas brought to t r i a l on 

charges of arson and t h e f t e l t h i n 46 hours of 

Tabalaza'a death. Tabalaza aould have bean e co-

accused i n th is t r i a l . The youth pleaded g u i l t y on 

a l l chargee. but the Magistrate found h i * not g u i l t y 

on aoae of the charges .beceuee of i n s u f f i c i e n t 

1 m y . , v I . - - . - * - --• • . l l JJ- . i'L ' " ^m^m^mm 

evidence. He aae aantanced t o 30 months imprisonment. 

During the course of the inquest , t h i s youth 

aas c a l l e d aa a v l tnesa a t the request o f the fami ly . 

He sa id tha t the eecur l ty po l i ce had t o l d him that 

he would be detained f o r 10 yeara I f ha d i d not plead 

g u i l t y . He a lso said tha t ne did not want t o aake 

! e stataaant i n f r o n t o f a magist ra te , but aade one 

beceuse he aas a f r a i d of being beaten up. 

The secur i ty po l lca claimed that Tabalaza had 

Jumped f roa the f i f t h f l o o r o f f i c e i n a bid t o reach 

the roof of a bui ld ing across the s t r e e t . Counael f o r 

the Family said tha t t h i e see pure speculat ion and 

that Tabalaza could have Jumped t o escape the pol ice 

or t o commit su ic ide . TebaJexa aas e f r e i d of the 

eecur l ty p o l i c e , and they eare not only moral ly 

l i a b l e f o r h i s death , but had bean c r i m i n a l l y negl igent , 

said counsel . 

Hoeever, the magistrate found t h a t nobody aas t o 

blame f o r h is death . He recorded the evidence 

given by the secur i ty p o l i o * ea honest and thoroughly 

tas ted , e h l l e the evidence fllven by the youth aaa 

f e l e e . He re jected h i e evidence of threats and 

assaults by p o l i c a t ahich tna youth had given f o r 

the f i r s t time e t the lnQuest. 

3 . Ahmed Ttmol 

Timol aas a X year old school teacher aho f e l l 

from the tenth f l o o r o f John Vorster Square, 

Johannesburg, i n October 1971. 

An inquest date aas I n i t i a l l y set doan f o r 

December 1971, but a t the s t a r t counsel f o r the fami ly 

appl ied for access to documents r e l a t i n g t o Timol *e 

de ten t ion . The magistrate refused t h i s , and counael 

app l ied to the Supreme Court to eat aside t h i e r e f u s a l . 

The Bupreme Court ordered the magistrete t o etudy 

t h e documents, but maid tha t i t aaa e t l l l a t the 

magie t re te 'e d iscre t ion what to do . A f t e r 

studying the docuaanta, the Magistrate allowed them 

e l l t o be disclosed. 

than the inouaat began a t the and of Apr i l T972, 

etateaente a l leged ly e r i t t e n by Timol during the 

three days before* h ie deeth ee r« handed i n as a x h i b i t e . 

He aas reported to have described hoe ha aaa recru i ted 

and t ra ined by the South Afr ican Communist Par ty 
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i n London, 

During the course of the inquest , a v i s i t aas 

made t o the room from ahich ha aas a l leged t o have 

Jumped. Secur i ty po l i ce aho had bean present and 

involved i n the caae at the t ime, gave evidence 

about hoe Timol Jumped. Tao secur i ty pol ice gave 

c o n f l i c t i n g accounts, and counsel f o r the fami ly 

pointed out t h e t one of them had only handed i n a 

ststement t o the CIO, aho mere invee t lga t lng the 

case, tao weeks l a t a . To add t o the drama, General 

Buys, head of the CIO and leader of the inves t iga t ion 

team, aho had agreed t h a t there rare inconsistencies, 

had a hear t a t tack e h l l e being cross examined. L a t e r , 

he see apparently back i n h ie o f f i c e doing l i g h t 

work, but aas u n f i t t o r e t u r n t o the witness box. 

The e t a t e gave tag possible raaaons shy Timol 

had jumped: they said t h a t ha had Jumped a f t e r a 

Mr X (an informer ehosa name they aould not d i s c l o s e ) , 

had walked i n t o the o f f i c e and announced t h a t they 

had traced 'Quentin and o t h e r s * . I f t h i a aaa t h e 

seats parson aa Quant in Jacobean t he aaa l a t e r 

acqui t ted on charges under the Terrorism Act, and 

T i a u l aas not mentioned i n tha t esse. 

I The eacond reason put forward r e l a t e d t o 

docuaanta found I n Tlmol 'e possession, ahich 

inst ructed memo ere of the Communist Party t o commit 

suic ide ra ther than betray the P a r t y . The a a g i e t r a t e 

accepted t h a t Timol must have been f a m i l i a r a i t h thase 

i n s t r u c t i o n s . 

Deta i led medical argument aaa l e d concerning 

datea of bruises t h a t mere found on Timol'e dead 

body. I t aaa d i f f i c u l t to ascer ta in whether the 

bruises aere I n f l i c t e d p r i o r t o de ten t ion , or e h l l e 

ha aaa i n de ten t ion . The magistrate'recommended 

when g iv ing judgement, t h a t detalneeo under tna 

Terrorlem Act should i n f u t u r e be examined by a 

d i s t r i c t aurgaon aa aoon aa posaib le a f t e r t h e i r 

detent ion . This might avoid the necessity f o r 

long enqui r ies , and might save the po l lca unnecessary 

smb ex ralament. 

There aas a lso medical debate about i n j u r i s s 

tha t could have bean sustained immediately p r i o r t o 

death . hVjeauer, counsel admit ted t h a t i n j u r i e s , 
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unless I n f l i c t e d beforw daath . would ba 

indist inguishable f r o * thoaa sustained a t daath 

( f m f a l l i n g ) . 

Counsel asked the a a g i a t r a t a t o g i v a * vwrdict 

that ha saw unable t o aay whathar tha daath had baan 

brought about by ait act or oaisalon on the p a r t o f 

any parson. Tha magistrate 's f inding was t h a t 

nobody w responsible. Ha aald tha t T l a o l ' * daath 

could heva baan p o l i t i c a l l y aot lvatad bacauaa of h i s 

a l layad adhapanoa t o coaaunlat Ideology, and that 

• M i daath * a * • t w r r i b l a loss to tha p o l i c a \ alnca 

ha was wary * va luable ' f o r t h a i r invaa t iga t lona . „ 

Othar laoal procaadinga 

THE general and aoat accaptad procedure a f t a r • 

daath has occurred i n datant ion l a an lnquast 

hearing. T«o of tha deaths that hava occurrad i n 

datant ion hava r a a u l t i n a d d i t i o n a l court proceedings. 

Tha caaaa of Joseph H d l u l l and Hapatla Hohapl a r a t h a w 

lnatancaa, 

: Jowwph 1 M 1 
On 19 Ismrch, t976 , Joaaph Udlu l i d iad i n po l i ce 

custody i n Durban, 2d hours a f t a r ha had baan 

I data inad. Mo lnquaat took placa as tha state 

decided t o proaacuta d aacur i ty policawin f o r 

culpabla hoaic lda , 

Tha AW i n London ralaaaad cer ta in photograph* 

; o f H d l u l l * * corpse. Thay showed a a u l t l t u d a of 

i n j u r i e s on h is body. Ho had nuaarous abrasions, 

a fractured c a r t i l a g e , broken r i b e and h is bra in 

i *M conoaatad wi th haaaur rhagta . This aaa tha c l l a a t a 

i n ahich tha t r i a l o f tha 4 aacur i ty pol icaaan took 

placa* 

: Tha accused wara: 

Captain OF van Zyl 

Uautwnant * Taylor 

I Datact iva Sarpaont ef> eawthanya 

Datact iva Sergeant Z Npobaaa. 

Tha accuaad did not give avidanca. Xnataad 

thay aada atataaants t o tha proaacutor. Thair varalon 

of tha evants loading up t o Walu l i 's daath was aa 

f o l l o w * : Joaaph u d l u l i aaa ar raatad on ie asvoh a t * 

about lOhOO. Tha ro l loelng aorn ing, a h i l a being 

ln ta t roga tad , ha aoVad toward* tha window i n an 

attwapt to coiaait suicide* Ha WW* rast rs in-d , and 

a f i e r c e struggle anaued. Tha inc ident aas r e p o r t * * 

t o Major Coatzaa aho aaa H d l u l l and stated that ha e m 

s a t i s f i e d that Udlu l i had not baan in ju red . 

H d l u l l * s in tar r ts ja t ion continuad - l t h ocoaalonal 

braaka u n t i l about 20h30 t h a aaaa day. Tha po l lca 

a l leged that ha than auddanly got up, staggering 

and coaplslnlng of d i u l n a a * . Ha f a l l with h l a 

chest or naok onto tha back of a c h a i r . Tha chair 

topplad and U d l u l i f a l l against tha door. Short ly 

o f t a r w d a , Hdlu l l aaa daad. 

I n h i s Judgaaant, Just ice Jaaae rwfarrwd to tha 

avidanca of Or van S t raa tan , tha s t a t a pathologist 

aho car r ied out tha poet-aortaa on Hd lu l l *s body. 

Or van Straatan had o r i g i n a l l y a t t r ibu ted tha causa 

of daath t o t h r o t t l i n g , but a f t a r discussing tha 

• a t t a r a l t h tha ch ie f s tata patho log is t , Prefaaaor 

Gordon, ha caaa to tha conclusion t h a t H d l u l l ' a 

daath aaa associated wi th t h a app l ica t ion of force 

to the naok. Tha Judga d i d not d lsputa t h i s f i n d i n g , 

and had t h i s t o say about l t t " In othar words. . . 

although what ha observed was conaistant a l t h daath 

through t h r o t t l i n g i t aaa a lso consistent a i t h tha 

app l ica t ion of forca or soaa othar aannar* . 

Justice Jaaaa r a f a r r a d t o tha atatawant* whicah 

tha accuaad had aada, i n ahich thay aald tha t H d l u l l 

had admitted to having rac ru i tad people f o r s d l i t a r y 

t r a i n i n g . Thay a lao sold t h a t ha had ravaalad tha 

naaa of tha t a x i d r l v a r aho had tranaportad tha 

r a c r u i t a . Tha Judga accaptad tha accuaad'a story 

t h a t thay had uaad no aora ' force than aaa nacasawry' 

to wubdua H d l u l l a f t a r ha had aovad toaarda tha 

ainojoa. Ha said thay "clear ly sara not g u i l t y o f 

any unlawful conduct a t 6 . X on tha aorning of tha 

ttth Harch bacauaa thay appl iad no greater forca than 

saa l a w f u l l y j u s t i f i e d i n t h a cireuaatancaa*, 

Whan tha second inc ldant occurrad 12 hours l a t e r , 

tha 4 accuaad, according t o t h a i r wtateaanta, war* 

not i n tha rooa. Othar aacur i ty pol icaaan, Ifruawlo, 

N d u l l , and Itilongo wara t h a r a . Tha Judga said tha t 

although tha accounta glvan by tha l a t t e r .d l f fa rad 

I i n tfatall, thara aaaaad to be oanaral agraaaent tha t . 

Hdlu l i got up f r o a h i s cha i r , hald Kis haad i n h l a 

hand*, coaplalnad of d izz iness, and than f a l l onto a 

chair and than againat a door f r a a a . Othar policaaan 

rushad t o tha acana and andaavourad t o apply a r t i f i c i a l 

i nsp i ra t ion . By 2 * 3 0 i t aaa obvious t h a t U d l u l i was 

dean • 

I f t h i s avidanca o f tha pol ice l a t o ba accaptad 
a t i t s faca va lua , than I t i a c l a a r t h a t tha 4 
accuaad aaro not rwaponslblw f o r tha daath 
of H d l u l i . Thay wara not prewant whan ha 
diad and had l e f t tha rooa about an hour bafora . 
Tha only inc ldant i n ahich thay had baan involved 
i n any v i o l e n t contact aaa a t about 8 . 3 0 * * ouar 
12 houra bafora h i s daath and according t o 
Major Coatzaa ha notioad nothing wrong wi th 
H d l u l i a f t a r tha inc ldant , 

tha Judga a a l d . 

Tha Judga discounted tha argtsaant put forward 

by Ur Brunette f o r tha s t a t e , tha t tha daath 

occurrad aa a r a a u l t o f tha Incldant aMoh took placa * 

a t 8h30 i n tha aorn ing. Tha doctor** avidanca had 

atatad t h a t daath would hava baan alaoat lnatantanaous 

a f t a r raca lv ing tha naok i n j u r i e s . Ha could not 

hava sustalnad thaaa in jur ies and only diad 12 houra 

l a t e r . Furtharaorw, i f I W l u l i had received tha rack 

i n j u r i e s i n tha aorning and died i a * j * d i a t * l y . t h a 

Judga aa ld , tha court * * * • unable t o accept* tha t i t 

«as possibla f a r tha po l lca t o cover th is up u n t i l 

tha t n i g h t . 

.Tha 4 aacur i ty policaaan wara thua found not to 

ba laaponalblw f o r H d l u l l ' a daath, although thara aaa 

a p o s s i b i l i t y that thay had uaad ' l a g l t i a a t a forca t o 

aubdua h l a * . Justice Jaaaa acqul t tad thaa of t h a 

charga of culpabla hoaic lda . 

Bafora concluding h l a Judge**** , hoawvar* 

tha Judga had th is to say in tha l igh t o f tha wida-

spraad i n j u r i a a on H d l u l l " * body and tha c o n f l i c t i n g 

avidanca ha had haard: , 

I naad hardly say t h a t tha pr^blaa of how 
Udlu l i aat h l a daath i s ona that should ba solved 
and t h a t i t i a ona of groat Importance. 

Joaaph H d l u l l aas l i a t a d aa a co-conspirator i n 

a t r i a l i n P i r ta iwar i t zburg of 10 wan charge* with 

M C a c t i v i t i e s . Hr Juaticw Hoswnl, i n a section of 

h i * Judgaaant, rwfarrad t o H d l u l l * * daath I n da tan t ion . 

He aald tha t tha i n j u r i a a tha t cauaad h la daath could 



not heve been a a l f - i n f l i c t m d , nor c ius id e c c i d e n t a l l y . 

He said 

•w a r e s a t i s f i e d that Mr Mdlult sustained the 
i n j u r i e s while he was I n tha custody of the 
Security P o l i c e . There i s no evidence of how 
ha suffered tha i n j u r i e s , or I n shot 
circumstances* That i s a s e t t e r p e c u l i a r l y i n 
the knowledge of the persona I n whose custody he 
was at tha time end none of them has given 
evidence. 

The statements mode by both Judges have f a r -

reaching Impl icat ions i n t e n s of f u r t h e r 

lnvest legt ion in to U d l u l l ' s death. However, no 

fur ther act ion hot t>^mn taken by the attorney 

genera l , end the circumstances of h is death hevw 

only l e f t h i s in terrogators tha t much more suspect 

i n the eyes of the world. 

As has been stated above, Inquests ere far from 

adequate means of establ ishing what a c t u a l l y happens 

when a death has occurred i n detent ion . I f a c i v i l 

or c r imina l case reaches the courts t much more 

evidence i s brought to l i g h t , both sides lnvest lge t ing 

and arguing more deeply the events leading up to the 

death, 
» 

Mspotle wohapl 

An lnquaat in to tha death i n detent ion of Uepetla* 

Uohapi (died 15.07.76) found that the cause of death 

was ' fo rce appl ied to h i e neck due to hanging ' . H is 

death, the magistrate se id , was not brought about by 

any act or omission by any l i v i n g person. However, 

the magistrate d i d not issue a formal verdict o f 

su ic ide . 

tapetla Mohapi's widow then sued the Min is ter of 

Po l ice f o r damages f o r loss of support r e s u l t i n g 

from the death of her husband I n po l i ce cuetody. This 

i s the only c i v i l act ion wi th regard to a death i n 

detent ion a c t u a l l y fought i n a court o f law which was 

not kept out o f that arena through out -of -court s e t t l e 

wants* which has bean the common p r a c t i c e . 

I n Uohapi vs Min is ter o f P o l i c e , much of the 

argument centred around a suicide note which counsel 

f o r Hrs Uohapi argued was faked. They brought i n 

expert witnesses to t e s t i f y , one of whom was a Or 

ifcjllus Grant , past president o f the Forensic Science 

S t a i a t y , end medical Legal Society of Great B r i t a i n , 
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Or Grant showed d i f ferences betawen the handwriting 

of the a l leged suic ide note and other authent ic 

examples of Uohapi's handwrit ing. 

Ooctor Grant had the t o i l e t paper on which the 

a l leged suic ide note waa w r i t t e n analysed under 

u l t r a - v i o l e t l i g h t . The same procedure was adopted 

f o r other notes which Uohapi had smuggled out on 

t o i l e t paper, whi le i n de ten t ion . Or Grant claimed 

that the composition of the paper on which the 

'su ic ide note* was w r i t t e n was of a d i f f e r e n t 

composition from thet o f Uohapi's clandest ine 

l e t t e r s , i e they did not come from the same r o i l . 

Evidence was a lso led as t o the change i n tone 

from three opt imis t ic l e t t e r s w r i t t e n from J a i l 

and then the improbable suic ide note . Mrs Uohapi 

said thet i n the l e t t e r s he had smuggled o u t , Uohapi 

had expressed optimism about tha f u t u r e . He advised 

her to obta in a loan I n h is name to t i d e her over 

' u n t i l I em back i n c i r c u l a t i o n someday*. , I n en 

unprecedented move t evidence of an ex deta inee , 

who was i n e x i l e I n Lesotho, was heard. Thenjlwe 

Ut intso described i n her evidence how Captain 

Hansen of the secur i ty p o l i c e had held her head with 

h is thighs and put a towel across her face end pu l led 

i t t i g h t . He hed then s a i d , 'Now you know how 

Uohapi d ied 1 ( S t a r , i e . O i . e o ) . 

The po l ice led evidence to the a f f e c t tha t the 

suicide note was genuine. L t Col Fourie said ha 

had examined the suic ide note and compared i t with 

authent ic wr i t ings of Uohap i * * , and said ' there ware 

no signs to convince (him) the t l t waa not a genuine 

document•. 

A second pol ice handwriting exper t , Oet-Sgt 

KFC landman, said he had appl ied 10 d i f f e r e n t c r i t e r i a 

t o es tab l ish whether the Uohapi note might be a 

forgery . They a l l proved negat ive , he s a i d . 

The f ind ing of Just ice Smalberger ems that there 

had not been s u f f i c i e n t evidence to suggest tha t 

Uonapl's death had been caused through assault by 

the po l i ce . Neither was there convincing evidence 

to suggest tha t 'the su ic ide note was faked. He 

dismissed Urs Uohapl's c la im, end ordered her to pay 

a l l costs tp the Min is ter o f Po l ice . 

tf W overview of the a v a i l a b l e f indings of inquests 

in to deaths I n detent ion reveals two issues* f i r s t l y , 

the magis t ra te 'e f indings as to the cause of death 

fol lows c losely the explanations advanced by secur i ty 

pol ice when they announce the death. Secondly, 

no magistrate has ever found any policeman o r 

other person responsible f o r a death tha t has 

occurred i n detent ion . Fur ther , no magistrate 

has ever recorded mn 'open v e r d i c t ' i n an inquest 

in to a death I n detent ion - which would meen that-

he was not able t o make a f ind ing on the basis of 

the a v a i l a b l e evidence. I n a l l l ega l proceedings 

dealing wi th deaths i n de ten t ion , secur i ty po l i ce 

have been exonerated mvmry t ime. 

(•MmtjtLiiiTii) 
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INTRODUCTION 
TO POLITICAL 
ECONOMY, 
part 4 
THE previous three port* Of th is series have 

ondentrated almost exclusively on the structure of 

the capital ist aconoay. As explained in part one, 

ths economy am* focused on bocauae i t is ther basis 

of socisty in general. This i s not to say that 

po l i t ics , law, culture, ths stats and ideology ant 

not important. Claarly they a n , and some of the 

aoat signif icant procassas and ralat icna ara found 

In tha non-economic arass of socisty. But as 

Piarra Jal te orgued, 

rajesnklnd** f i r s t naad i s to Maintain physical 
l i f e * production of tha aaana of subaistanca 
(clothing, food, housing) and tha conditions 
undar ahich thay ara producad ara of isnadiata» 
furidsmsntal and permanent importance....A 
socisty can only bo bui l t upon suoh an economic 
infrastructure as a houaa on i t s foundations 
(quotsd i n SIP 19:24). 

In other sards, the undarstanding of aconoalc 

structuras and falatlonshlpa alloas for tha 

exploration of other aapscts of sociaty. In th is 

seneo, tha method usad in tha w r l « on po l i t i ca l 

aoonoay involved exploring tha bass of capi ta l is t 

socisty - tha economy - bafora trying to move on 

to other important faaturas of ths social systsn. 

But i t is not quits accurate to say that tha 

shola aconoalc structure has baan explored in this 

series* Tha eronomy l t s a l f i s mede up of a nuatxer 

of interrelated parts* Thaaa involve tha actual 

production of coamditlas, as sa i l as tha say In ehleh 

coasiodltias ara bought and sold (circulation of goods). 

I n looking at tha economy, i t aas arguad that tha 

aoat iaportant procassas and relations at work 

involvad tha amy in ahich uoamodltlss sara 

prod-jcad. Tha aconoay as a shola aas tharafora 

not examined, but rathar tha conditions undar ahich 

co— odltloa ara producad. 

( I n tha invastigation of production, tso vary 

iaportant sats of rslations vsra uncovered. Thay 

involvad 

1* tha ralatlonohip of tha various classas to tha 

aaana of production; and 

2 . tha aay In ahich tha capital ist class attaepts 

to incraaaa tha amount of surplus ahlQh i s producad 

by tha sorklng class. 

I t eaa arguad that thaaa relatione asra iaportant 

in that thay fonsod an i n i t i a l basis for understanding 

tha diffarancas and s lsdlar l t laa botesan various 

aociatiaa. I t aaa found, for example* that tha 

capital ist class as a shola oaned tha noat 

iaportant aaana of production. This banorshlp i a 

a significant baala of poaar. In that i t anablas 

ths oanars to dacida ahat i s produced, hoa i t i s 

producad, and hoa any surplua l a distributed and 

ralnvaatad. 

Thosa ralatlona shlch sara Identif ied in tha 

f i r a t thraa parts of tha aarias on po l i t i ca l aconoay 

fom a basis for undaratanding ehst classas ara in 

sociaty, and hoa ona ldant i f laa such classas. Tha 

capital ist class Is ldsnt i f lad in taraa of i t s 

osnarahlp of tha aaana of production, tha fact that 

i t s a—bsn do not produca comaodlties, and i t s 

ab i l i t y to tsfce ovar or af>propriata tha surplus 

velum and prof i t ahich saorge from now production. 

Tha aorking class, on tha other hand, i s dafinad 

by i ts separation froa (or non-oanership of) tha 

amens of production, tha fact that l t a asafasn Are 

tha dlract producers of surplus value, yat have no 

control ovar how i t i a distributed or reinvested. 

I t Is tha ident i f icat ion of thaaa relatione 

ahich beglne to explain tha natura of the 

contradiction beteeen the tso major classes of 

capital ist sociaty* This contradiction i s ths basia 

of conflict beteeen these classas. In ss such ae tha 

contradiction Is Inherent in the econoalc structure, 

conflict cannot dlsapper slthout e change In the 

basic economic relatione, k 

Put simply, this contrsdiction betaaan tha tao 

largest clsssss In eoclaty I s Indicated in the 

following says: 

the aorking class produces value and surplus value, 

ahlle the capital ist clasa appropriates (takes over) 

the surplus value produced; 

tha capi ta l le t clasa oane the aeens of production, 

ehlle the aorking class is separated froa (does not 

own) the aeons of production; 

i t la in tha lntsraeta of capital to incraaaa aurplue 

lebour t iae re lat ive to necessary labour t lae eorksd 

(see tha dlsgraaatii and explanetlona in tha f i r a t 

thraa parts of th is earlee for tha difference 

between surplus end necessary labour t l a a ) ; 

I t Is in the' interests of labour to Increase 

necessary labour t laa relat ive to surplus labour 

tlM. 
These seemingly aba tract notione neve vary real 

end concrete effects in socisty* ( I t i s eorthahile 

rapeetlng here ahat ass pravlouely said about 

abstraction, ss that notion applies to tha aathod 

of po l i t i ca l econosy. In pert one of the sariaa. 

I t aas arguad that 

Tha sannar of investigating tha general natura 
of a social system involves... .abstraction. 
Thia is tha w y in ahich tha aoat iaportant, 
the baaic features of e system ara Ident i f ied, 
aval the say in shlch thay ara l i f t e d out of 
(abstracted froa) the less iaportant fseturas 
of thet system. This process is something dona 
in the atnd In en attempt to f ind out anion 
aspects of a society ere basic to that society -
and shlch era superficial . The aethod of 
abstraction - of removing fundamental processes 
end etructuras fro» lass iaportant ones so that 
thay can be examined - la t ied up e l th tha 
atteapt to understand rea l i t y , rather then 
accepting that things ara tha aay thay aeea t o 
be ( I I P 19:Ze)), 

A nuaber of the abstract relatione end processes 

Identif ied neve concrete effecta In tha real aorld: 

for exajpl*! t h * changing ralationahlps between 

necessary and surplus lebour t lae in practice 

involvee struggles bstaaen aorkera and employers ovar 

the length of tha aorking day, overtime, 

mechanleotion, and tha epeed and lnteneity of aork. 

Conflicts over these Issues tend to indicate en 

ettempt by either cepltel or lebour to change tha 

I 



divisions of ths working dsy. The rsapsctlvs 

PWWT, v o v U n U o n and strength of ths tso 

conflicting clsssss w i l l , i n asch csss, dsclds how 

e»ch leaus i s rasolvad. 

In such ths s s n way, i t sss argusd thst ths 

ssttlng of ths vslus of labour power sss sn 

important procsss in soclsty. Conflicts snd 

struggles ovsr th is show up in SBQS disputsa, 

ohsnQinQ rslstlons bstsssn lndustrlsl snd rursi 

i r N s , snd in s ssriss of othsr wsys. 

Anothsr important sbstrsct rslstlonshlp 

discussad lnvolvsd ths diffsrlng positions of tha 

, vsrious clsssss to ths sssna of production. There 

srs s nusbsr of dlffsrsnt aays in which ths 

Cspltmlist clsss csn osn snd control ths assns of 

production - Involving formal shsrs ownership, 

ststs lnvolvaasnt, aanagsrlsl rsprsssntstivss 

noting as sgsnts for owner*, ste. 

Ths relation of ths votfeing clsss to ths 

sstar la l sssns of production slso chsngss within ths 

capital ist sconosy. And, laportsntly, non-

capltal lat soclstlss (so fsudsl, socialist) Involvs 

vswy dlffsrsnt rslstlons of bath dirsct producsrs 

and non-producsrs to lsnd t sschlnsry snd tools. 

This, then, hss bsen ths ssjor sin of ths 

I ssriss on pol i t ical sconosyt to identi fy s sst of 

important sbstrsct economic relations, and to sss 

shot thay t a l l uo about capital ist aocisty In gsnsrsl + 

Thoss rslstlons which exist within production hsvs 

bssn concsntrstsd on. Hossvsr, shlls thsy srs ^mry 

lsportsnt, othsr fsctors hsvs to bs taken into 

sccount to undsrstand sny soclsty. Ths conditions 

undsr vhioh cowsloditiss srs praducsd to l l s s lo t 

sbout car tain bssic procsssss in cspltsi lst soclsty. 

•v t to undsntsnd apaolflo soolstlss, othsr dynsslcs 

which do not rs lsts only to ths sconosy slso hsvs 

to bs snslyssd snd understood. 

m 

'ORGANISING 
WOMEN.' : 

w 

Response 1 
A controvsrsisl fasiniat ones cospsrsd ths connsctioi 

bstwssn narxiwa and faainie* to 'ths asrrlsgs of 

husband snd wifs dsplctsd in English DO—a last 

mer-ia* snd fsslnias srs ons snd thst ons I s 

marxism'.1 Hartman contlnuss hsr s i«Ue, 'either wS 

nssd s hsslthlsr marriage or ws naad s divorca*. Ths 

s r t l c l s 'Organising woman' (»JIP 21) i s sn Important 

contribution towards a sors squsl ststs of a f fa i rs , 

but both ths sr t lc ls snd Hartasn'a sis41s suffsr fros 

s similar dafact: thsy f s l l to go bsyond ths 

convsntlonally sccsptsd socisl and po l i t i ca l f o m . 

Shlls Hartman f a l l s to problssoUss ths Insti tut ion 

of.serrlsgs, ths authors of 'Orgsnising Somen1 f o i l 

to push bsyond ths convsntlcnsl sitss snd fonts of 

pol i t ica l struggls. 

Ths thrust of ths s r t l c l s i s how to lntsgrata 

sossn into clsss struggls. Ths authors ahow vary 

clssrly thst wording class sossn experience 

exploitation and oppression, both ss women snd ss 

SSSbsrs of ths black marking class. Ths thsorstlcsl 

assumption behind thsir S U M — I sssss to bs thst 

clsaa atructurds dsfins ths forms of ssxusl 

opprssslon to which wossn srs subject. Hossvsr, thsy 

f a n to follow through ths po l i t i ca l ispliostiona of 

thalr argument. This is essential i f fsainiss la to 

bs pr lor l t issd, and put on ths sgende for pol i t ica l 

action, and not aiaply subsumed undsr class struggle. 

I n ths f i r s t plaos t two themes within fe-inism 

t which hsvs consldsrsbls foros hsvs to bs confrontsd I f 

ths prsdcwilnant concsption of fewdnlaa ss s 'ssspon 
2 * 

of lspsrlsl lss' or 'bourgsols Indulgsnos' srs to bs 
dispsllsd. A rsdlcsl fsainiss which sssusas thst ths 

ssxusl opprssaion of wossn trsnscsnds class divisions 

sust bat attacked on s l l f ronts . This psrspsctlvs la 

P«fts J6 

exemplified in ths aloosn *A sossn nssds s ssn ilka 

s f ish nssds a blcycls*. wMls th is sight exprwse 

s notion of female autonomy snd lndspsndsncs whloh i s 

valusbls in sons contsxts, i t la dangerous snd 

dlvislvs In s soclsty l lKs or own, whsrs progressiva 

ssn snd wossn hava to units in s corson struggle 

against exploitation snd opprssslon in s l l i t s fonas. 

A l ibera l or bourgsols fssiniss which sssks 

squsllty with ssn within ths existing order sust slso 

bs attacked. This kind of fsslnlsa i s on ths 

aacsndsney In South Africs snd f i t s in vsry wsll 

with ths ' tota l strategy' to which capital and ths 

ststs srs cosslttsd. Totsl etratsgy involvss 

utUis ino s l l ths rssourcss svsilsbls to change 

South Africs in ssys thst ansbla thoss in povsr to 

rewaiin in possr. Xt lnvolvsa giving privileges to 

s sslsct group of people - apsclf lcsl ly aoas groups 

of urtosn blscks - s t ths SKpsnss of ths *vaat majority 

of blocks in ths rursl srsss. In ths ssss ssy, 

bourgsols feminism involvss lncrsssing ths prlvllsgss 

of sows groups of Middle clsss sossn st ths axpanss 

of the vast ss jor l ty of sossn in South Africs. This 

kind of fssiniss sight involvs change, but not 

progrsas. 

In ths cr is is SS Srs presently fscing there is 

no roos for sny sl l lsnos v l th rsdlcsl or bourgsols 

feminists. Ths euthors of 'Orgsnising Sossn' srs 

clearly ssntlng to distance thsaaalvsa fros both 

positions, but this rsojjirss s sors rigorous 

ststsssnt of ths socialist fssinlst position. Ths 

wsy forward for socialist fsednlata doss not l i s i n 

ths 'equal snd active psrtlclpstlon of wossn in s l l 

orgsniaatlona ' (*XP 21i22). Obviously tha 

authors srs ssnsltlvs to ths *pull* ths organisations 

snd lssuss thsy c i ts hsvs for black working clsss 

sossn, but in ths present situation more crsstlvs 

and Innovative strategies are demanded. St rat eg lea 

suoh ss organising around ths sitss in which working 

clsss wossn are oppressed hsvs not been priorit ised 

by socialist or national 1st aovsnsnts in South 

Africs. Sites auch as tha hsslth osrs systas In 

which woman, both as ths M j o r i t y of producsrs snd 

consumer* of hsslth csrs ssrvloss, ars sxploltsd snd 
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oppressed BOTH by c a p i t a l and by een. Si tes such a* 

tha household i n ehieh t M e l f e ' s unpaid labour 

bene f i t s BOTH c a p i t a l and mm. Looking a t a l t a a of 

oppression such as th« household and tha hea l th c a r * 

system hes tha p o t e n t i a l f a r mobil ising women because 

i t involves r a i s i n g questions about ' the pr ivate 

domain', about our most dooply i n t i e e t e and paraonal 

a f f a i r s . These quest ion* en* not noneel ly tha subject 

of p o l i t i c a l s t rugg le . ^ Making these laauaa p a r t 

of p o l i t i c s , feminism h e * bagun to break doan tha 

b a r r i a r a ahlch hava kept 00 aany paopla - espec ia l l y 

eoeen - out of p o l i t i c a l s t ruggle . I t haa t h l a 

p o t a n t U l bacauaa i t l a c a l l i n g f o r a ' t o t a l 

p o l i t i c s * , a p o l l t l c a atilch f l g h t a oppression on 

a l l f r o n t a - Tha notion of tha t o t a l i t y of oppression 

l a cantrml t o tha a m d i t t h e o r e t i c a l t r a d i t i o n , but 

haa baan l o s t I n racialist p o l i t i c s - I n methods of 

organis ing. I t l a a t r a d i t i o n on ehicn feminism can 

b u i l d . 

To r a t u r n t o HartsaVt'e a l a l i a , a divorce l a 

needed - not f r o * marxism, but f r o a bourgaola and 

r a d i c a l faainlsai and tha d i v l a i v a and d l a t r a c t l n g 

a t r a t a g l a a they* hava generated. A ' h e a l t h i e r 

aerr lage* bataaan amrxle* and feminism lnvolvaa 

p r i o r i t i s i n g foadnist p o l l t l c a i n a aora c r a a t l v a eey. 

•Organising eYjaen* l e a v e * "any Important quaaUona 

unaneeereds 

1 . *hat l a tha r o l a o f tha a h i t a middle c laaa 

faminiat I n our a t ruggla; a struggle I n ahlch aa 

a r a both tha oppraaaad and tha oppressors? Joaaph 

haa arguad that i t l a necaasary f o r a h i t a feminis ts to 

( l ) racognlaa t h a i r impl icat ion I n tha 
partnership (of c a p i t a l and p a t r i a r c h y ) aa 
banafactors and t o o l s ; 
( i i ) address tha unique problaaa of black eoeen 
I n tha labour force*; and 
( i l l ) d is t inguish bataaan tha r o l a of a h i t a een 
and black nan i n tha partnership of c a p i t a l 
and pat r ia rchy (Joaaph, 1901:102) . 

2 . I h a t I s tha rale of tha progressiva een I n 

r e l a t i o n to fee in lee? The currant 'po l i t i c * * o f 

adopt ion' 4 l a hard ly a strong platform f r o a ahlch 

a l l iances could be f o r g e * . One version of t h i s hea 

boen a r t i c u l a t e d aa fo l lows: 

To tha eittent t h a t feminist daaanda f low f r o a 
m^ experience of oppression ahlch i s speci f ic 

to eoasn, which een can never themselves 
emparlance and to ahich they a c t i v e l y con t r ibu te , 
a l l they can do * e l i s t e n , agree and support* 
Thus male soc ia l i s ts can support women's 
struggles f o r t M see* raaaon that they support 
the struggles of e l l oppressed people, and 
faa ln laa i s l inked t o social ise, through the 
general cetegory of oppression. This k ind of 
ae le s o l i d a r i t y e l t h f a a l n l a a aeeas t o o f f e r e 
nee version of an old problem facing ahi ta 
middle d e e s aa la l n t e l l a c t u e l a : the f a c t t h a t 
t h a o b j e c t s of t n e l r p o l l t l c e l concern have 
alaays been e x t e r n a l and other - the poor, the 
b lack , the colonieed, exploi ted and phys ica l ly or 
s p i r i t u a l l y crushed i n soae Inaccessible 
combination ( P o l i t i c s and Poeer: 1991:3) . 

3 . l a there a case U> be aada f o r a s p e c l f i c o l l y 

black f a a i n l a t p o l i t i c s ? Soma time ago, Ko l lon ta i 

posed the question of ehether a uni ted eoeen's 

aovaaent aas possible i n a aoclety based on class 

contradict lone* ee harve to take t h l e f u r t h e r and 

aak ehat are the p o s s i b i l i t i e s f o r f a a l n l a a i n a 
v 

society shot through e l t h r a c i a l I n e q u a l i t y and 

antagonises? The eexual inequa l i t y beteeen black 

een and somen haa very d i f f e r e n t h i s t o r i c a l and 

c u l t u r a l beginnings tP those beteeen e h l t e s , and 

c l e a r l y c a l l s f o r d l f f s r e n t a t r a t e g i e e f o r change. 

Angela Oavls has ergued t h a t tha i n e t l t u t l o n of 

e lavery pleyed a curloua role i n br inging about 

e q u a l i t y aaong black een end eoeen. I n South 

A f r i c a , the s t r u c t u r e * o f apartheid hava created a 

shared senae of oppression aaong blacks, and generated 

ymrf p a r t i c u l a r foree of sexual i n e q u a l i t y . Thla 

eould auggest t h a t tha p e c u l i a r dynamics of r a c i a l 

oppression have to be confronted and not subsuaad i n 

claas ane lye le . 

4 . Hoe much dialogue 1 * there beteeen a h i t a and 

black soman i n South Af r ica a t preeent? joaaph 

seea a prooase of mutual • c r e a t i o n aa the key t o 

p o l i t i c a l a c t i o n : 

Aa black and s h i t e feminis ts combine forcts I n 
the atruggla against e e l e aupraascy and a h i t a 
supremacy, they rust be w i l l i n g to communicate 
and fol low a r o r - e t consist ing of d ia logue, 
p rac t i se , more d ia logue , and acre pract ise -
moving slowly and Inexorably toaerds advanced 
leve la of underetandlng and reepect f o r one 
another 's d l f f e r e n c e e . The s i m i l a r i t i e s among 
eoeen e r a aaalar t o understand and ahould be 
used es bu i ld ing blocks toearde understanding 
and respect f o r r a c i a l and claaa d l f f e r e n c e e . 
The p o s s i b i l i t y o f an a l l i a n c e beteeen black and 

a h i t a women c*n only bs rea l ised I f e n i t e eoeen 
understend the nature of t h e i r oppression 
e i t h i n the context o f the oppression o f blacks 
[Joaaph, 1961:106). 

Only a t tha t point " i l l » • be able t o un i te i n a Lueauii 

s t ruggle agelnet r e c l e l , saxuel end claas i n e q u a l i t y . 

But tha d i f f e r e n t forme and structures demanded i n 

t h l a struggle have to be speci f ied very c l e a r l y . 

Tha authors of 'Organising Women* begin t h e i r 

a r t i c l e by quoting f roa the Women's Charter o f the 

Federat ion of South Afr ican Women, l9S4 t ahlch e ta tee , 

'we eoeen have stood and w i l l stand shoulder t o 

shoulder (ay aaphesl*) * i t h our menfolk I n e coaaon 

struggle egalnst poverty, race and claaa 

d l s c r t a d n a t i o m , * . * . 'finouloer t o shoulder' mas 

a r a l l y i n g c ry among the m i l i t a n t au f f rage t tae of 

the • o - e n ' s Social and P o l i t i c a l Union ( ISPU) I n 

B r i t a i n ea r ly I n t h i s century, t h l a powerful leaps 

of a l l i a n c e r a i s e * d i f f i c u l t questions l n the South 

Afr ican context . Thla ooaaent hee simply t r i a d t o 

focus on aoae of thee . 

Jacklyn Cock (February 196?) 
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Response 2 
A few years ago BOM beat-forgotten group put out a 

hunp«r sticker bar ing the slogan 'Peaceful change 

no*l ' Our response to 'Organising Soman?' (flIP 21) 

M B auch thai aajaa aa our raaponaa to that sticker, 

ayepathy a l th the atrong faallnga of tha authora, 

but disquiet at their l o g i c 

Tha conclusion to 'Organising eoeanT* -

I t to only through tha equal and active 
participation of somen in a l l organisations, 
not, that aowen'e baaic demands w i l l ba met in 
a future daaocratio South Africa 

- f l l a a i n tha faca of tha authora* oan data and of 

tha po l i t i c * ! raa l l t iaa of t * l a country. 

Shila appreciating tha 18 montha' raaaarch dona 

by tha voaan's etudy group Into tha fo rm of 

oppraaaion paouliar to black working; class aoaan and 

raoognlalng, aa thay do, tha need for a radical changa 

In sexual ett l tudee, ee ballava that thara ara aoaa 

aarloua f l a n in their erguaante. 

F i rs t ly , a f t a r stating aaphatically that 

' tha aajortty of aoaan* ara not raady to partlclpata 

In mass pol i t ics (an aaaartlon aa would diaputa In 

I t a present form), thay than demand *ao|jal and actlua 

participation in a l l organisations'. Given that tha 

majority of aoaan are not raady {to quota tha 

authora) to partlclpata in aaia pol i t ics, ara thay 

suggesting that x number of aueh 'unready* aoaan 

gat dragged In off tha atraata to f i l l thalr SOT* 

quota In tha ranka of thaaa 'organiaationa1? 

Or ara tha authora perhaps looking a l i t t l o 

cloaar to hoaa? Ara thay aodaatly auggaatlng that 

thay aVe raady to ahouldar thia haavy burden 

thaeaelvee - being, presumedly, l iberated, and thus 

unancuabarad with -eubeervlence, paaalvlty and lack 

of aalf-confidanca*? 

Coaa now, lac's ba raa l la t ic . aomen ara 

oppraaaad becaueo that oppraaaion aarvaa carta in 

interests, not bacauaa thalr male counterparts 

don't l ika mixed atoluala. 
• 

No-ona aould augpeet that undar tha praaant 

regime tha working c l m i could eoaehow gain control 

of tha means of production. Why than do tha 

authora expect anything dlffarant In tha realms 

of sexual pollt lca? 

Aftar pagaa of axaaplaa demonstrating ahy aoaan 

do not partlclpata aojually in ' a l l organiaationa' 

(ahatavar that aay mean), tha authora blandly demand, 

In thalr laat aantancat that thay ahould. 

Surely thay cannot ba auggaatlng that tha 

structural and Ideological conatralnta of South 

African aociaty ara accidental, and that Barely t»y 

aanting to, thaaa 'organiaationa1 oan eoaehoe steal a 

march on mocaablqua and implement aaxual l iberation 

before economic and p o l i t i c a l liberation? 

In addition, the authora aeea to ballava that 

the nature of faaala participation in lnduetrlal or 

coaaunlty action la aoeehoe different froa that of 

male participation. The faaala rent protaatora In 

Soaeto aantloned by tha authora did not necessarily 

participate in thet action aa aoaan; nor did thoae 

involved* in the Sea Harveet or Freaatex strikes* involve 

thaaaelvaa bacauaa thay eere aoaan. ThU aould onty 

ba tha case i f I t could ba ehoen that aoaan only act 

aa aoaan, and never aa part of a broader, non-

aaxuelly defined coaatunlty. 

Poaan auffar aa auch aa aan froa non-aexuel 

foraa of oppraaaion and exploitation. Ihy than do 

the authora appear to aaa the above aotiona by aoaan 

aa aoaa sort of victory for faalnlat conaclouanaea? 

Thoae aoaan aere reacting aa people affected by 

particular circumstances. For aoman to partlclpata 

in pol i t ica l or Industrial action l a nothing new. 

atwmrever people - aula or faaala - have the naceeeery 

opportunltiaa to act against oppraaaion, thay do. 

True, there era a i l l iona of aoaajn aho do not 

participate in 'mess po l i t ies ' * There ara also 

a i l l iona of aan. The point of aeee po l i t i ca l 

act iv i ty aould appear to be to ajoblllae ae many 

people ae possible over laeuee that affect thaa 

Jointly, not to do a heed-count of tha aexee. 

The structure of our aociaty diotataa a larger 

eada partlclpatipn, and u n t i l thet structure la 

s 1 tared, that diaproport Ion w i l l remain, no aatter 

how undesirable* 

Tha a r t i c l e also makes auch of 'organleatione... 

already serving to connect working clasa aoaan*. I t 

ahould ba pointed out that not a l l structures serving 

to connect working class aoaan are, of themselves, 

e Good Thing. Neither, for that Batter, are thoae 

serving to connect working clasa aan, or mash are of 

tha working class generally. One only has to 

consider Inkathe, ahoea strength among working 

claaa aan and aoaan in Natal l a indisputable. 

And to take a atructura apparently favoured by 

tha authora! tha Catholic Church aoaan*a groups. 

One aould have to search long and hard to f ind a 

sexually progreesive coaponent In an organisation 

ahlch coidaana absolutely contraception and abortion m 

two major factora In tha l iberat ion of eorklng claaa 

aoaan from a purely domeetlc role - and haa as l t a 

ideological basis the inherent euperlorlty of melee. 

To aay nothing of tha sawing clrclea and houeaaivae' 

leagues ahlch appear to find auch favour aa eltaa of 

struggle. 

Yet for aoaa raeeon tha authora aaa auch groups 

aa having progreaeive potential , ehi le rejecting 

the National Union of Clothing Wort ere. How does an 

organisation dedicated to the ralnforcaaant of 

aoaan's domes t ic role have progreaeive potent ia l , 

ahlla an organlaatlon alth a aambarehip of 20 000-

plus Indisputably eorting claaa aoaan doaa not? 

Merely because of Us Bwbalo'a-laadarehip? 

I t should be pointed out that while tha 

housewives1 leagues and sawing circles twiddled , * 

thalr thumbs during tha 1976 atay eeaya, in at laaat 

one, ? « of Ms aVubelo'a maatoarahlp answered the 

students* c a l l to etey a t hoaa, .. 

And than there U the laaue of asperate eeaan'm 

organiaationa. Or rather, than thara l a n * t . Surely 

thia l a one of the fundaaantal leauea ahlch needa to • 

ba examined. Yet the authors of 'Qrffanlalng soman?-

skip over tha laaue aa I f a l l the arguaanta are i 

coaa on knowledge, and only the conclusion (that thay 

are e Good Thing To Have - I n moderation), l e worth 

putting on paper. 

F inal ly , ae aould l i k a to take laaue with tha 



I suthors' contention thmt i t i l oxpadiant to organism 

rw&mI only to drm« the* i n t o thm main stream of 

p o l i t i c a l organisat ion. Why also? Bacauaa thay a r t 

n icer paapla than man? 

• W a n naad t o be organlaad bacauaa thay hava not 

. aa yat ihoultfarad t h a l r F u l l share of tha burden of 

struggle against a system ahlch tha authora thamsalvma 

* recognise oppraaa tham mora harahly than I t doaa tha 

othar h a l f o f tha *oppraaaad masses'. 
i 

Sorely tha quaation which tha aomsii's study 

* oroop ahould hava aslcad ems: any bo •BUM not 

p a r t i c i p a t e 'equal ly and a c t i v e l y ' , and ho* t o gat 

thaa to do ao. Omawnding that thay do - ehmthar tha 

• daamnd l a mmda to man o r aoman * l a a l l t t l a baalda 

tha point u n t i l tha t quaation haa baan mnaamrad. 

Urtfortunataly, 'Organising Wornon?' did not 

anmemr i t . I t merely confuaad tha quaat ion. 

• 

Response 3 
THE a r t l c l a 'Organising toman?' ( « P 21 ) l a walcoma 

bacauaa thara l a a good daa l about aoman'a oppraaalon, 

d a a a d i v i s i o n and o r g a n l s a b l l l t y I n South Af r ica t h a t 

naada t o ba dabatad f roa both p r a c t i c a l and 

t h a o r a t l c a l viewpoints. Tha a r t l c l a providaa a v i v i d 

p lc tura of soma aortclng claaa aoman'a axparianca, and 

haa t r i a d t o ba raadabla and c o l l o q u i a l * 

I t a cent ra l aaafcnass ft earns to aa tO ba tha 

inadaquata d l a t i n c t i o n betaaen oppraaalon and mconomic 

p a x p l o i t a t l o n . • Thla r a a u l t a I n tha vagua g e n e r a l i t i e s 

o f tha conclusion; no c l a a r anaaar l a givan t o tha 

quaatlona poaad a t tha beginning of tha a r t l c l a . 

Time and again , oppraaalon l a ra fa r rad to aa 

tha apac i f l c and concrete axparianca of e x p l o i t a t i o n * 

By opprmaalon aa ara t a l k i n g about tha way I n 
f ahlch aorfcing people axparianca tha a f fao ta of 

t h l a amploitmtion I n t h a l r d a i l y l l v a a . For 
axampla, loaar amgaa aaan inadaquata food, 
poor housing and Inadaquata education. 

Tha authora aaaa to mean that non-oanarahlp of 

tha mamna of production laada t o olaaa e x p l o i t a t i o n ; 

ahlch i n t u r n causas loa aaqaa; ahlch i n turn 

r a a u l t a i n auf far ing and d e p r i v a t i o n , ahlch l a tha 

aa**) t h i n g aa oppraaalon. Woman auf far dapr ivat lona 

ovar and abova thoaa of t h a morfclng c laaa , a h i l a 

aharlng thoaa aa m a l l . 

Aa f a r aa I oan aam, economic claaa mxploi tat ion 

a r i a l n g from tha moda of pro-party oanarahlp undar 

cap i ta l ism i a ragardad by t h a authora aa tha aola 

basis of a l l forma of oppraaalon i n aoc ia ty ; and 

i n d i v i d u a l or group axparianca of tha t a x p l o i t a t l o n 

l a ahat tha authora undaratand by oppraaalon. 

a n i l e tha authora g l v a mn explanation f o r claaa 

a x p l o i t a t l o n (non-oanarahlp of tha mamna of production) 

thay noahara g lva a raaaon f o r tha a p a c i f l c and ax t ra 

pena l t ies auffarad by aoman. Thay daacrlba thasa 

l n t a r a a t l n g l y and movingly, but a i thout any axplanatlon 

aa to any woman aa an I d a n t l f l a b l e group ahould a u f f a r 

tha ax t ra pena l t ies of oppraaalon. Thay seem ovar* 

anxious not t o dapict aoman'a oppraaalon aa a r i a l n g 

f r o a a cont rad ic t ion aaparata or avan d lat ingulahabla 

from c laaa oppraaalon; thay avoid any mention of 

pa t r ia rchy and tha dabataa around i t , or discussion 

of auch iaauaa aa tha techn ica l d i v i a i o n of labour . 

Aa a raaul ta tha authora ara unabla t o conaldar 

any forma of famala oppraaalon othar than aorfclng 

c lass oppraaalon - i n fac t * according t o t h a l r 

conceptual isat ion t only working class eommn oan 

a u f f a r oppraaalon. Thla daapl ta tha f a c t tha t a 

numbar of tha axamplaa thay put foraard f o r aorklng 

claaa aoman*a oppraaalon * tha doubla day, aaxual 

abuaa lnalda and outalda a a r r i a g a , being cut o f f 

from a l d a r social a c t i v i t y by fami ly atructuraa and 

r a a t r i c t i o n a - ara axparlancad by woman i n othar 

c lessee. 

Thara i s noahara any augpaatlon that tha a b i l i t y 

t o oppraaa i a a funct ion of p o l i t i c a l poamr, and 

convaraaly tha t oppraaalon l a a consequence of 

p o l i t i c a l poaarlaasnaaa. Oppraaalon derives from 

p o l i t i c a l poamr, p o l i t i c a l poaar doaa not alamys derive 

from aconcaiic poaar. ( I f p o l i t i c a l poamr alaaya 

dartvad from aconomlc poamr, state poaar could nmvilr B 

changa handa onca hald by mn economically dominant 

c laaa . Burmly any thought about tha s p l i t bataman 

p o l i t i c a l poaar and aconomlc cont ro l i n tha t h i r d 

aorld aould ahom that tha kind of raductlonlam 

that l a unabla t o aam poamr aourcaa aaparata from 

economic/property ownership l a going t o go vary f a r 

a a t r a y ) . 

P o l l t l o a l poamr can ba understood i n tha 

brondost sense aa tha a b i l i t y , by sanction or 

coercion, to protect or advance ona's i n t e r e s t s 

aa mn I n d i v i d u a l , a group o r a c laaa . Economic 

and/or a t a t a poaar arm not tha only aourcaa of 

poaar and p o t a n t i a l l y o f oppraaalon i n a aociaty i 

a i t h l n many - I f not a l l - social organisat ions and 

atructuraa thara i a a po ten t ia l f o r sanction and 

coarclon a i t h l n tha o rgan iaa t ion , and i n r a l a t i o n t o 

othara, according to tha organisat ion 's scope. 

Aa tha authora damonstrata, avan a i t h l n tha working 

claaa thara l a d l f f a r m n t l a l mccmaa t o organ isa t iona l , 

community, fami ly and othar a t r u c t u r a l baaaa of 

a u t h o r i t y mnd poaar. 

Tha a r t l c l a describes tha author i ty o f aorfclrvj 

claaa mmn w i t h i n tha f a m i l y , and t h a l r a b i l i t y t o 

oppraaa on that l e v e l . Gonamojuancas of t h l a arm 

f a i t i n community and t rada union organisat ion aa a 

r a a u l t o f axtrm d i f f i c u l t i e s axpmrlancmd by aoman 

I n part ic ipat ing- i n thmm a t a l l , nmvar mind on 

equal terns . 

•omen's oppraaalon * tha doubla day; ax t ra 

aaarlnmaa and no tlma f o r a c t i v i t y outalda eor+c and 

tha fami ly ; aaxual abuaa; unahmrmd rmaponalb l l i ty 

f o r ch i ld ren; marg ina l iaa t lon i n tha labour force -

muat spring from aoman'a poamrlmaanmaa I n social 

a t ructuraa , baginnlng a l t h tha f m a l l y . I t 

reproduces i t s e l f i n othar soc ia l aranas, inc luding 

tha labour market, ahlch l a many woman's hopm of aoma 

mater ia l baaia f o r u l t imata lndapandmnca of fami ly 

a u t h o r i t y . 

A l l t h l a l a obvloualy not a almpla a p l n - o f f o f 

t h a l r aconomlc pos i t ion aa aorfcara: famala * super 

axp lo i ta t lon* l a mmda possible by thm structures of 

s p e c i f i c a l l y aommn'a oppraaalon. I n an explo i ted 

c l a a a , t h l a a l l l ba mora acuta , bacauaa powarlaasnaaa 

aa woman i a not a l t l g a t a d by c laaa p r i v i l a g a and 

thm increased options i t b r ings . 

By oaalng working; clasa aoman aa simply a type 



of aurjer*-oppressed group w i t h i n the working c lass, 

t h v t I s no u l t i a a t e J u s t i f i c a t i o n f o r ecaan -

wording class or otherwise - to organise separa te ly , 

axcspt insofar as i t i s a aora p r a c t i c a l say f o r 

organisers t o pet a t thee. Tha a r t l c l s doas not go 

t h i s f a r , and r i g h t l y c l a s s i f i e s such an a t t i t u d e as 

' exped ien t ' ; but having t a n t a t l v a l y accaptsd that 

separate woeen*a organisat ions havo soaa r o l e , i t 

doas not explore tha a l t e r n a t i v e s . 

Tha authors say 

*e f a a l t h a t to esauee that ssparata soaen*e 
p o l i t i c a l organisat ions hava t h a capaci ty b y . 
thaasalvas to deal a l t h a l l tha issuas faced 
by aoaan l a t o aaka a nuabar of sarious 
aletafcee. 

C a r t a l n l y : but what a r e tha Issuas and object ives 

that can, and parhaps a u s t , be deal t w i th by 

saparata spawn's organisat ions . i h e t i s aesnt by 

tha c l a i a tha t eoaen'a organisat ions 'can on ly ba 

a f f a c t l v a i f thay e x i s t w i t h i n tha context o f tha 

organisat ion o f aoaan, and o f aan and aoaan, a t 

d i f f e r e n t l e v * l 3 ' ( e I P 21:21-??)? *het l eve l *? 

Are tha organlsat lona "of aoaan* saan as soc ia l 

bodlas a a a l l o r a t i n g tha condit ion of tha aoaan 

aantionad i n tha i n t e r v i e e a , or supplanting tha 

aarvloas provided by atofcvels, or woaan's wings of 

p o l i t i c a l and labour organisat ions, or any of thoaa 

depending on a p a r t i c u l a r group's naana? What i s tha 

r o l a of non aorfcing c lass aoaan, aaaajl w i th aora 

opt ions of t lac and p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n thasa issuas? 

Ay l a p l l c a t l o n tha a r t i c l a anaaars i t s Questions 

as t o why aorfcing c lass aoaan and aoaan's organisat ions 

hava baan a laost s o l a l y issua-rasponslvw i n tha past: 

t h a Intarvisws show why thasa aoaan would raact 

defensive ly t o f u r t h a r erosions of a l raady tanuous 

p o s i t i o n s , and raapond t o a o b i l i s a t l o n around issuas 

such as pass laws, rant lncroanas, e t c . But thay 

hava not tha t l a a nor tha opt ion t o lnvolva thaa 

salvas i n on-going long twra organisat ion. 

This ra lsas tha problee* o f o r g a n i s a b l l l t y on 

a long t a r a basis of * tha aost opprassad of tha 

oppressed* - thoaa aho l l v a on tha bars bonas of 

s u r v i v a l . Soaa a ln laua of t l a a and fraadoa l a 

nawdad to p a r t i o i p a t a s o c i a l l y and p o l i t i c a l l y . 
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The descr ipt ion of p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n stofcvals and 

church groups shows that a t i n y opt ion of soc ia l 

p a r t i c i p a t i o n aust ba usad i n organisations that 

halp tha aoaan and t h a i r f a a l l l a s i n tha d a i l y 

b a t t l e t o survive. Car ta ln ly such aoaan would 

benef i t f r o a hea l th and c h i l d cars pi'OQiuawioa. 

But how f a r would thay be abla t o p a r t i c i p a t e 

on an ongoing basis? 

Prugiajaasj a laed a t t h i s category of woaan would 

naad to hava aa a ahort t a r a goal tha provision of 

opt ions, p a r t i c u l a r l y soaa - a b i l i t y and soars t l a a , 

which opan tha p o s s i b i l i t y o f a broader soc ia l 

lnvolvaaant . f h i a aay s a i l ba resisted by tha heeds 

of aorfcing class f a e d l i e e , as w a l l as eaployers, but 

long ta ra involvaasnt and p a r t i c i p a t i o n by substant ia l 

members of worfcing c lass aoaan i n organisat ion seeas 

p r e t t y w a l l laposalbla i f t h i s cannot ba done. 

Susan Brown 

TEACHERS 
IN SA 
DCTntPUCTIW 

EDUCATIONAL change i s p a r t o f the broader subject of 

social change. Social change, as aany students and 

teachers have coae t o r e a l i s e through the 1976 and 

1980 school upr is ings , i s a h ighly coaplax and l i t t l e 

understood ohenoeenon* 

I n t h i a paper the a a j o r p o l i t i c a l and soc ia l 

questions are acknowledged as being of c e n t r a l l a p o r t -

ance i n a discussion of teachers' s t ra teg ies . The 

importance of the devalopaant o f a t h e o r e t i c a l f r a a e -

worfc which guides and r e l a t e s educational s t ra teg ies 

to tha broader social change st rategies l a a lso seen 

as v i t a l . Teachers i n tha aadiua ta ra w i l l naad t o 

l i n k i n t o and coordinate t h e i r e f f o r t a with other 

bodies on a nat iona l sca le i f the society I s t o be 

t rensforead. However, i n t h i s paper the concern l a 

with tha *here and n o e ' . ahat steps can teachers 

take i n the short - tsra? 

POSSIBLE APPWQAOCS: 

Theoret ical Dleenslons 

PEOPLE'S act ions are bel ieved to be d i r e c t l y r e l a t e d 

t o t h e i r understandings of t h e i r s i t u a t i o n s . I t i s 

f o r t h i s reason that educational l a t a l i k e F r e l r e , 

Bowles end O l n t i s , G e l p l , e t c , be l ieve that tha 

teachers' understanding of t h e i r s i t u a t i o n I s so 

iapor tant . Each parson operates f roa a t h e o r e t i c a l 

frwawwortc. I t i s , t h e r e f o r e , iaportant t h a t teacher* 

bacoaa aora salf -conscioua i n t h e i r teaching, o f t h e i r 

own Ideologies . 

Teachers naad to be c l e a r about tha l a p l i c l t or 

e x p l i c i t va lues thay a r e conveying t o p u p i l s . S e l f -

awareness or sal f-consc iouansas l a an iaportant 

aspect o f teachere' personal davalqceint which w i l l 

in f luence t h e i r a b i l i t y t o understand and Manipulate 

t h a i r anvironaant. For exaaple , by analysing the 

classrooa and school s i t u a t i o n with a v a r i e t y of 



Q ' a n a l y t i c a l t o o l s * ( l i k e r o l e theory , c lass ana lys is , 

mnd personal i ty theory (when and where a p p r o p r i a t e ) , 

K M of the external forcss end the personal motives 

csn be por t c lea r ly understood and sctsd upon. 

Another theore t lce l dimeneion i s the need f o r 

tsschsrs to hsvs s brooder under* tan3I**g of education. 

Ths educational prablss) I s sbovs a l l • p o l i t i c a l 

problem and, t h e r e f o r e , aducatlonal s t ra tag ias naad 

t o s t a r t out from an analys is of soc ia l and p o l i t i c a l 

forces, l h a t happans i n a clessrooe can a i tha r r a f l a c t 

the status quo I n ths broadar soc ie ty , or I t can 

analyse th« aoclaty c r i t i c a l l y and attempt to 

construct a l t e r n a t i v e r e l e t i o n s h i p s . Tha l a t t e r 

approach would laad in to an analys is of issues 

U k e poaar r e l a t i o n s h i p s , cont ro l end a u t h o r i t y . 

P rac t i ca l Olaenslon 

IN order tha t taachara can - o r * toaarda a greater 

eelf-eonecioueneas of t h e i r oen act ions i n the school 

end classroom, and i n order t o develop e broader 

perapectlve on educational problems, three approaches 

• i l l be mentioned b r i e f l y , Tha reason f o r the choice 

of these approaches i s r e l e t e d to the b e l i e f tha t 

taachara i n South A f r i c a need t o play a c r i t i c a l and 

dynamic ro le i n t h e schools end coamunlty. 

1 . heesarch ce ien te t ion i 

Many w r i t e r s be l ieve that change i n schools e i l l 

only occur ahan teachers bacoaa asare of the school 

•ni l hoe i t func t ion* . I t l a acknowledged by w r i t e r s 

tha t acadaalc aducatlonal researchers have got e 

ro le t o play but i n tha end aducetionel change 

dapende on the understanding and the act ions of 

taachara. Taachara, as was i n f e r r e d above, there fore 

naad to acquire e n e l y t i c e l s k i l l s and ahat 

could be ce l led e research o r l e n t e t l o n . 

I d e a l l y , f o r a school t o develop t h i s Idea 

a f f e c t i v e l y tha p r i n c i p a l and/or leading taachara 

ahould be a c t i v e l y involved. To develop tha Idee of 

e taacher * r • • sercher and to encourage e ' research 1 

cl imate w i l l be d i f f i c u l t under aost circumstances. 

However, i f a teacher or e group of teachers eanta to 

begin t o t e e t tha idea , perhaps a e e a l l ad hoc 

resaeroh group could be fonaed. This group, by 

drawing on t h e i r own resources or ex terna l he lp . 

could decide on approaches t o classroom reeeerch 

ahlch, p r e f e r a b l y , would lnvolvw atudants as w e l l . 

2 . Study of innovat iom 

The study of f a i l e d innovations can help to 

develop a deeper underetandlng of aducatlonal and 

soc ia l change. For example, i n the event o f an SBC 

having been created which than f a i l s t o a t t a i n l t a 

goals , a care fu l ana lys is o f the ' f a i l u r e * by those 

involved and by others, can reveal the 11*1 t e to 

change i n a p a r t i c u l a r s i t u a t i o n . This information 

can than be used to guide t h e implementation of fu tura 

change s t r a t e g i e s . 

I n the South Afr ican s i t u a t i o n , ahere changee have 

occurred at c e r t a i n t imes, the need f o r taachara and 

pupi ls t o become r e f l e x i v e and t o enelyeo whet hea 

happened weens to be e c r u c i a l t ask . Other axaaplea 

Of innovations nay be the more a c t i v e p a r t i c i p a t i o n 

of pupi ls i n the cleesroow, change I n c u r r i c u l a 

content, or change i n teaching s t y l a s . Thaaa could 

possibly provide tha a a t e r l e l from which pupl la end 

teachere could const ruct ive ly i e a m . 

3 . Supportive a c t i o n : 

Teachers a r e i n general i n a confrontat ion poe l t ion 

where the contradict iona Inherent I n t h e i r r o l e s can 

and do create a t r e s a . I n South A f r i c a the teachers* 

poe l t ion i s extreme and teachers ' react ions to various 

s i tua t ions heve ranged from b i t t e rness , a n x i e t y , 

exhaustion, to wxcitament, ' S u r v i v a l ' teaching l a a 

common response. Many w r i t e r s be l ieve that teachers 

requi re extensive support and thet they also need 

help I n order to be able t o transcend the e i t u e t i o n . 

One w r i t e r proposes a counsel l ing aodel which 

may be one way of helping teachers transcend t h e i r 

circumstances. He be l ieves that trenecending the 

s i tua t ion aaens that e s t e t e of s u f f i c i e n t l y I n t e r n a l 

ised p r i n c i p l e s of 'good' p r a c t i c e neede to be achieved. 

Thia could help taachara cope wi th uncer ta in ty or 

anxiety generated by change. 

I n South A f r i c a tha uaa of e Counselling* •oaejl «hlch 

involves I n d i v i d u a l , group, or peer counsel l ing mey 

have some relevance. I t could be used t o help 

teachers locate themselves more accurate ly i n the 

aoc la ty . Perhape i t could f a c i l i t a t e the development 

of a a e l f and aoc la l ewerenesa which hea bean mentioned 

ea neceeeary i f they a r e t o play a dynamic and 

crea t ive r o l e . I n a d d i t i o n i t may help i d e n t i f y t h e 

problems f o r which ac t ion e t re tag lee naad t o be 

developed which could r e l e t s t o spec i f i c t r a i n i n g 

needs. The a c q u i s i t i o n of counsel l ing a k i l l a amongst 

teachers could havs advantagss both i n the claaarooa 

and I n tha staf froom. 

Tha three a t r s t e g l e s , i e the development of the 

•twacner-rwswerther: t the c o l l e c t i v e analys is of 

innovations, and the engagement i n aupportlva ac t ion , 

e l l l ink i n wi th the development of t h e o r e t i c a l 

undarttandinge. They e r e concerned wi th taachara' 

present socisl r e e l i t y and have bean proposed as 

possible s t a r t i n g points f o r tha analys is and tha 

development of the teacher * ! r o l e . There are several 

other s t ra teg ies which could heve bean put forward. 

However, the main purpose hae bean t o t r y and 

demonstrate tha t even i n a repressive system there 

aay be eoms degree of autonomy f o r educational a c t i o n . 

Short , Medlua or Long-Term Strategies 

XT l a accepted thet ac t ion s t ra teg ies should be 

r e l a t e d to a broadar conceptual framewortt. I t i s a lso 

accepted that the consciousness of the people ehioh 

l a developed I n the ' t r a n s i t i o n a l atagee1 should be 

congruent w i th a long-tern v is ion of e fu ture s o c l s t y . 

Long-tens s t r a t e g i e s w i l l focus upon feoturee 

of an aducetionel eystem which would cherecter iee a 

•hoped f o r ' soc ia l and p o l i t i c a l d ispensat ion. 

However, the l i k e l i h o o d o f e coherent, acceptable 

p o l i t i c a l framewortc emerging ahlch l e adopted by the 

major i ty o f people i n South A f r i c a , and which can 

provide the basis f o r teachere* 'hare end now' 

s t r a t a g i a s , seema remote. I t l a , t h e r e f o r e , proposed 

that i n order f o r teachers to develop t h e i r roles 

i n a way which both helps them to cope with the 

current s i t u e t i o n , and which conet ruct ive ly cont r ibu te* 

to the long-term transformation of tha society , 

some basic c r i t a r l e f o r ac t ion naad to be agreed. 

Siitie idaee e r e t e n t a t i v e l y o f fered as examplae of 

possible working c r i t e r i a . 

1 . There I s no b l u e p r i n t f o r transforming education 

and aoc la ty . Ae has bean stressed a l ready . 



s t r a t e g i e s can only prow out of ana lys i s of l o c a l 

cond i t ions , needs and I n t e r e s t s . The teachers* 

p o s i t i o n i s int imately bound up with the expectat ions 

of t h e i r role-SBt . Therefore, the development of 

s t r a t e g i e s needs to take in to account the expectat ions 

and the r o l e s of p u p i l s , parents , col leagues and 

a u t h o r i t i e s . Teachers can undertake to increase the 

communlcations between o i l members of the r o l e - s e t In 

order to de -esca la ta the l e v e l s of c o n f l i c t end than 

encourage co-operat ion . A working c r i t e r i a could be 

to open up communications between a l l members of the 

role—sat. 

2 . The slat of education for transformation must be 

that of helping p u p i l s , other teachers , parents 

and themselves to understand the material and s o c i a l 

world around them. As many e d u c a t i o n a l i s t s b e l i e v e , 

i t I s not the content but the educational process 

which i s aos t important. The organisation of the 

school and of t h e c l s s s r o o a should therefore proaote 

c r i t i c a l understanding. Par t i c ipa t ion in tha 

educational process should be encouraged. Gelpi , the 

current head of UNESCO's Li fe long Education u n i t , 

b e l i e v e s that s e l f - d i r e c t e d learning by Individuals 

and groups should be promoted as ' i t i s s danger for 

every repress ive force , and i t ' s upon s e l f - d i r e c t ion 

that we aust i n s i s t * . He goes on, ' ( r ) a d l c e l change 

in s o c i a l , a o r e l , a e s t h e t i c and p o l i t i c a l a f f a i r s i s 

o f t en the out COM of a process of s e l f d i r e c t e d 

learning in opposi t ion to tha educational message 

imposed f rcai el thout * * 

Several w r i t e r s who are concerned with education

a l transformation i n s i s t that the development of 

c r i t i c a l thinking I s fundamental t o the task . This 

means tha t trying to indoctr inate pupi l s with an 

a l t e r n a t i v e Ideology i s the worst way of progressing• 

A d i a l e c t i c a l educational philosophy needs t o farm tiie 

cornerstone f o r change. Education needs to enhance the 

chances for a genuinely democratic and part i c ipatory 

s o c i e t y . Tha second working c r i t e r i a could therefore 

be a ooaatltSKsnt t o the development of e c r i t i c a l and 

d l a l e c t l c e l educational philosophy. 

I f c r i t e r i a l i k e the above were accepted as key 

p r i n c i p l e s in the s t r a t e g i e s adoptmd'by teachers . 

t*xje «V 

perhaps a cons truct ive s tar t could be made to the 

bui lding of a uni f ied community of teachers , where 

"divergant-typ*< thinking i s encouraged and teachers 

are able t o play an important r o l e In f a c i l i t a t i n g 

p o s i t i v e educational developments, which both begins 

t o meat the present needs and can a l s o contr ibute to 

the foundations Qr * future , more des irable education 

system. 

CONCLUSION 

THE teacher in t h i s a r t i c l e i s treated as one i n 

opposi t ion. Therefore s t r a t e g i e s which are projected 

need to be concerned with "re-def i n i t i o n • , r e l a t i v e l y 

s m a l l - s c a l e , low-cost , and ones which draw primarily 

on teachers ' Own resources . 

Shir ley " a l t e r s 

Note: The author of t h i s a r t i c l e has developed ideas 
that serve a s background to the s t r a t e g i e s discussed 
in the e r t i c l a above, in an U Ed d i s s e r t a t i o n at the 
University of Manchester. Readers who might be 
in teres ted i n t h i s d i s s e r t a t i o n are asked to 
contact Sh ir l ey B a i t e r s through the e d i t o r s of I P 
(address on the index page of t h i s pub l i ca t ion) . 
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ETHNICITY 
AND CLASS 
IN GAZANKULU 
IF there i s agreement about anything regarding 

Gazankulu, i t i s a sense of surpr i se at the 

bantustan's very e x i s t e n c e . Cos Desmond, who 

v i s i t e d the Northern Transvaal in 1969, wrote that 

the Tswanastan b e l l e s the idea of a nation* 
s t a t e In that i t s s e c t i o n s are often hundreds 
of mi l e s apart . But the Vendastan and 
T&ongastan woke the idea of creat ing a v iable 
na t ion- s ta te even l e s s p l a u s i b l e . 

Vet only three years l a t e r . Commissioner-

General EF Potg ie ter ems able to t e l l the Gazankulu 

l e g i s l a t i v e assembly that 

I very much r e a l i s e that there was a time when 
you were grouped together with the Bavende on 
the one s i d e and with the Besutho on the other 
and that you eere not a people a s you are today 
in t h i s meeting h a l l . 

The dec i s ion t o create Gerankuiu a s a separate 

p o l i t i c a l e n t i t y for the Tsonga/9*angoen e thn ic 

group was almost an afterthought i n the South 

African s t a t e ' s grand scheme of 'separate development' 

Ihus, the problem which t h i s a r t i c l e addresses I t s e l f 

t o can be s tated qui te simply: how i s i t tha t in 

l i t t l e over a decade, e thn ic consciousness has been 

aroused t o the extent thet Gazankulu i s nom well on 

the way t o bentustan * independence*? 

as an ana ly t i ca l category, e t h n i c i t y or 

nationalism has always presented a massive problem 

to m a t e r i a l i s t wri ters . In an important a r t i c l e , 

John Saul wr i t e s that 'progressive wri ters on Africa 

genera l ly approach the Issue of "tribalism* as one 

mould approach a minef ie ld - and with good reason' . 

Saul makes the point that I t I s u s e l e s s t o s logen i sa 

e thn i t consciousness away as ' f a l s e consciousness** • 

The vary fac t that e thn ic consciousness has so often 

been mobil ised in to e powerful p o l i t i c a l platform 

demands an explanation of the a v a i l a b i l i t y of 
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•of f ic iant nuebers of the population to erxept such 

identif ication. Thus, atilla I t l a arang to regard 

ethnic conacioueneea a* an independent aetaphyelcel 

' for* 1 , I t l a po l i t ica l ly and intel lectual ly absurd to 

disregard l t a existence entirely, anat needs to ba 

dona is to l ink tha pol l t lc leat lun of athnlc . 

dlffarancaa to tha procaaa of claaa foraatlon and 

to traat tha changing pol i t ica l and aconoalc 

aignlficanca of ethnicity historical ly, 

lhan aa apply thla projact to tha caaa of 

Bazankulu, tha eolution to tha problaa of athnlcity 

la eurprielngly streightforeard: polit iciaad 

athnlcity - though by no aeons tha naatly peckaged 

product of a cynical conapiracy aaongst tha doainant 

* olaaaaa - la undarlald by aany claar aatar la l 

concarne. I t ia therefore tha teak of this ar t lc la 

to axaapllfy and analyaa thoaa aatar lal forcaa which 

hava maturated tha development of politiciaad 

athnlcity In Gezankulu. 

A Taonoo/Shangaan 'Tribe'? 

ACCORDING to South African govornaont sources, thara 

aara In 1975 aoaa 7de 400 Teonge in tha Northam 

Tranavaal of ahoa only 266 100 actually llvad in 

Gezankulu. Tha Taonga orlglnatad in Uocaabloua, 

balng a i m or laaa bataaan tha 21at and 27th dagraaa 

lat i tude. Thay arrived in tha Northam Tranavaal 

throughout tha 14th cantury In a nueber of aavaa of 

iaadgratlon. Tha f l r a t aava of laalgration Into tha 

Tranavaal aaa a raault of claahaa with Ngunl 

rafugaa laadara ( i lka Qhoanangana), aho flad praaant 

day Natal aa a raault of tha tffecane. A aacond aava 

of Taonga iaadgratlon froa Hocanbiqua occurrad In 

1850-6?, dua to a auccaaalon diaputa bataaan tao of 

ahoahangana*a aona. A third atraaa of rafugaaa 

arrived I n tha Tranavaal bataaan 1646 and 1900 aa a 

raault of tha Portugueee destruction of tha Gaza 

kingdom. Tha othar coaponant of Tranavaal Taonga 

arrivad I n small groupa af tar baing aaployad aa 

algrant labourara on tha Tranavaal alnee. 

Tha crucial laportanca of tha foregoing auaawry 

ia that tha Taonga In tha Tranavaal aara navar 

| coaprlaad of unlfiad tribaa alth poaarful chiefs. 

Thay aara distributed over a alda geographical 

araa and aara concerned only to find a place to 

l ive under the protection of whatever chief aould 

give thaa) land. Aa a raau l t , Taongaa have been 

ecettared throughout tha Tranavaal, l iv ing eulnly 

amongst Venda- and Sotho-speafcera. Aa the govarneemt 

ethnologiet, NJ van aaraalo* put i t In 1935, 

Tha Taonga In tha Tranavaal ara, e i th aoae 
exceptions, not organlaad into tribes at a l l , 
but represent a larga fonaleee population, the 
aaka-up of ahlch elmoet defies ane lye la . . . . 
tha bulk of thaa l ive under haadaan of no real 
rank or atandlng or alee fora part , sometimes 
even the greater part , of tha folloeing of 
Sotho and Vande chiefs of high end loa degree.3 

Tha concept of a Taonga tribe aaa conceived 

largaly aa a raault of the aortt of the anthropologist 

HA Junod in the early 20th cantury. According to 

Patrick Harriee, Junod, trapped in tha 19th century 

European Ideology of the nation-etata, attaapted 

•to creoto c lar i ty ahere c la r i t y did not axlat* by 

classifying the Taonga aa a group* 

Tha araa knoen today aa Gezankulu has eleaya 

bean noticeably devoid of poaarful Shangaen chlefe, 

and unlike tha caaa of the KeaZulu or the Tranaksi, 

thara hee never been a paramount Shangean chief. 

Yet deaplte tha abaanca of any clearly defined 

Taonga or Shengaan nation, the Promotion of Bantu 

Self Governeaint Act of 1969 racognlaad the Taonga/ 

Shengaan aa a separate population group • Thla Act 

aaa folloaad in 1962 eith tha craation of a llaahangana 

t a r r i t o r l a l authority and the subsequent granting of 

a legislative aaseably in 1971. In t972, tha nee* 

Gazankulu aaa coined, and In 1973 the nee bentuatan 

aaa daclared a aalf-governing tarr i tory eeelting 

* Independence • . 

I t 1 * not, hoaever, tha concern of thie 

contribution to explain the declalone of the South 

African stata in l t a creetlon of Gazankulu. Aa in 

tha case of the other 8 bantuatana, a conplex matrix 

of Nationalist ideology, tha need to export tfie reeervo 

aray of unemployed, atteepte to fragaant afrlcana * 

po l i t i ca l l y , etc, a l l played foraatlve rolaa in the 

craation of tha bantuatana. Bather than diacuaaing 

thla aspect of bentuatan craation, i t la our concern 

to explain hoe ethnic nationalise has been aoblliasd 

within Gazankulu aa a neceeeary precondition to the 

aucceasful execution of the hoaxtlend strategy. 

Class and Ethnicity 

IN recent atudiaa of the poet-colonial atata in 

Africa, i t hee been coaaonly argued (ei th varying 

degreee of sophietlcation) that nationalise) haa been 

the cleaa projact of tha Indigenous petty bourgeolelo 

in l t a atteepte to eecure po l i t i ca l and economic 

doalnence. Thie la qualif ied with the proviso that 

no claaa aver consplrea in unlaon to conceive an 

ideological bluaprint for clasa domination. Tha caaa 

of Gazankulu broadly aupporta thla theela. I t hea In 

feet bean precisely because tha petty bourgeolala 

believee l t e oen ideology that l ta ideology haa gained 

auch force. 

David Dieon note* that Gezankulu's formtlon 

haa bean unique beceuae of the fact that a aeparata 

Shengaan ent i ty aaa rmtv envisaged in tha original 

plan to balkaniaa South Afr ica. I t did not groe up 

in tha *claaalc hoaaland aould'7 - out of pertlaa made 

up of chiefs and their eupportera. Rather, i ts 

foraatlon aaa mediated through e group of &tangean 

buslnasaaisn, taechera and bureaucrats, under the 

leadership of Professor Hudaon Ntsane/iei of tha 

Unlvaralty of the North, and former moderator of 

the Taonga Presbyterian church. 

Olaon pernaps overetatee tha unlojuanaaa of tha 

foraatlon of Gazankulu. Aa ee shell praeantly aaa, 

the rola of chiefe and hsaoaen aalarlad by the Couth 

African atata haa baan a oruclal factor in Gezankulu'a 

craation, Navarthalaaa, I t la to tha rola of tha 

entrepeneurial patty bourgeolala that aa should turn 

to f l r a t . 

During ay v is i t to Gazankulu in Oacaabar 1961, I 

apoke to only tao ehopfcaepere at any length, 

Intereetingly. both readily aacrlbed their eaitarial 

advancaasnt to the craation of Gazankulu. Evan aura 

lntereatlngly, both buelnssaaan edeltted that they 

aara tha f l r a t paople to l ive in the i r raepective 

arees. Since both thaaa bualnssaaan aara l iv ing in 

areas neely oocupied by raaattled paopla, the 



Imp l ica t ion l a c l n r that they hod received advance 

notice of masa populat ion removals, 

Oia of tha businessman I spoke t o l l v a d i n 

Lu lekan l . an area Just east of Pholaboree, which seams 

t o t>a destined t o bacoaa) a a l t a of M U resett lement 

f o r Gezankulu c i t i z e n s . A* a Gezankulu c i t i z e n , ha 

had recent ly moved acrose tha main road f roa tha 

raamakoale locat ion ahere ha had owned a tihop and 

butchery. ( I t seems that namafcgale l a to become pert 

o f Lebowa, a h l l a Lulekanl - ahere Ha now Uvea -

l a to bacoaa part o f GaxanKulu. Both sett lements a r e 

there fore deatined to bacoaa bantuatan dormitory towns 

serving Phelaborea}. 

Thla businessmen, (Ur uV) t l a a car icature of tha 

p a t t y bourgeois 'on the make'. H ia large corrugated-* 

I ron housa-cum-office l a s i tuated I n tha a ida t o f 

shanty-town s t ruc tu res . I n contraat t o tha general 

atmosphere of heat and squalor, h l a o f f i c e l a f i l l e d 

a l t h ostentat ious f u r n i t u r e , ornaaants and pa in t ings . 

A Pers ian- looking rug aas draped over h is desk 

and a cablnat t o tha rear aas f i l l e d a l t h huge books 

and a sat o f encyclopedias. Tha b i z a r r e s i t u e t l o n aaa 

compounded by h ia boabast i t sel f - importance - ha 

I n i t i a l l y rafusad t o sea a * because I had not aade an 

appointment wi th h i s ' s e c r e t a r y ' . 

I t would be comforting to be l ieve that Mr hmi 

l a unique - un for tuna te ly , ha l a not . . He i s one of 

e nee generat ion of p e t t y bourgeois businessmen 

aho are the d i r e c t b e n e f l c i a r l e e of bantuatan 

consol idat ion and populat ion reset t lement . I t i s 

hardly surpr is ing there for * t h * t a r H I I s i hearty 

supporter of the development of Gazankulu. A 

p a r t i c u l a r l y revea l ing expression of the benef i ts to 

be gained by businessman aho gain trading l icenses by 

v i r t u e of bantuatan consol idat ion i s seen I n tha 

fo l lowing ex t rac t from tha Gazankulu l e g i s l a t i v e 

assembly debates : 8 

Mr N Chauke: Things st i ld i aorry ma most e r a 
tha shops of fo re igners , wnat permits these 
shops to be s i tuated i n our a r e a s ? . . . T h l a I s 
d i s g r a c e f u l . Especia l ly non-ehlte s h o p s . . . . 
me may sympethlee a l i t t l e a l t h eh i tes because 
ee are asking f o r b a t t e r and bigger businesses 
from whites with which they muat come and help 

us But a non-white? He w i l l only use our 
money and go aaay with tha money, we do not 

* 
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need e foreign non—white parson to manage our 
businesses. 

The granting of t rad ing l icenses t o c i t i z e n a of 

a p a r t i c u l a r bantuatan i s thus a primary reason f o r 

tha support which tha p e t t y bourgeoisie gives to 

bantuatan consol idat ion. Traders, however, are 

not tha only b e n e f i c i a r i e s w i t h i n the p e t t y 

bourgeoisie. I n 1973 i t waa a l leged i n the Gazankulu 

l e g i s l a t i v e assembly tha t soma Shengaans ware 

'buying c a r s , hoping that the business of removing 

paople would br ing them a flubatantlal income*. 

S i m i l a r l y , owners of tha ubiquitoua Japanese 

bakkles and tax la who p l y t t a i r respect ive trades 

throughout Gazankulu a r e b e n e f i c i a r i e s of the systaa 

by exp lo i t ing tha oppor tun l t lea af forded to tha f u l l -

On account of t h e i r vested i n t e r e s t s they too must 

there fore be conaiderad sympathetic to the process 

of e thnic rrmgmantetion. 

I t i s a prerequis i te tha t inspectors of schools, 

p r i n c i p a l s , nurses end bureaucrats of tha c a p i t a l 

Glyanl must a l l be c i t izens, o f Gazankulu i n order to 

hold t h e i r Jobs. For thes% members of tha p e t t y 

bourgeoisie the existence of Gazankulu I s o f mora than 

mere sentimental s igni f icance - i t l a the basis of 

t h e i r power, status and c lass p o s i t i o n . 

Chiefs 

TnOTe l a no doubt tha t ch ie fs mnd headman have played 

an instrumental ro le i n fos te r ing e thnic consciousness 

amongst t h e i r subjects . Tna se r ies o f apar the id Acts 

fol lowing tha 1951 Bantu Author i t ies Act involved an 

attempt by the South A f r i can s t a t e to conserve 

' t r a d i t i o n a l t r i b a l ' s t ructures i n a rest ructured form. 

S p e c i f i c a l l y , they ware almtd at restor ing economic, 

p o l i t i c a l and soc ia l control t o ch ie fs and headmen 

who Had l o s t these powere aa a consequence of the 

penetrat ion of c a p i t a l i s t r e l a t i o n e . By Invest ing 

c h i e f l y elements wi th admin is t ra t ive c o n t r o l , and by 

e f f e c t i v e l y incorporat ing them In to tha c i v i l s e r v i c e , 

ch ie fs end headmen ware dr*en in to a class a l l i a n c e 

wi th tha proponents of separate development. 

Throughout Gezanfculu I aaa t o l d hoe ch ie fs and heariann 

were bribed and corrupted by promises and of ten 

- - • ' - 1 • * - A ' " *T * • 

mater ia l g l f t a . I n a s t ra tegy raminiscant o f g i f t s 

of worthless t r inkwts to ch la fs during the co lon ia l 

e r a , one man described to ma how ch ie fs were given 

'd ign i ty bags' (br ie fcases) at pre l iminary meetings 

with tha South Afr ican government. 

S i g n i f i c a n t l y , ch la fs and headmen now receive 

sa la r iee d i r e c t l y from tha bantuatan government, 

according to the numbers of subjecta l i v i n g under them. 

This has bean of c r u c i a l importance wi th respect t o 

populat ion removals since ch ie fs have of ten encouraged 

such ramovala i n tha hope of gaining mora subjects. 

I n motivat ing ^n amount of fl16 600 f o r payments 

t o ch ie fs and haooaan I n 19?2, Professor Ntsanwisi 

told the legis lat ive assembly 

Oia ou manse hat gese tint d i e sLano baweag oadat 
hy dense h a t . One kaptelna an hoof manna l a 
ook d iasa l fde - dmartlla slang eat bmwewg omoat 
hy denes ha t . 0ns a l l dus h i dat h l e r d l e 
slenge van ons dams w » t h e . 

The graphic image of snakes and In tes t ines 

can hardly be mora apposite a l t h regard to tha 

payment of c h i e f s . Thus, I t i s no surprise tha t a 

year l a t e r Ntsanwisi t o l d tha l e g i s l a t i v e assembly* 

tha t 

A c h i e f w i l l now be paid tw ice; ha sha l l be peld 
f o r the wot* ha does a t home and a lso be paid f o r 
being a member of tha l e g i s l a t i v e assembly. 

Tha foregoing dlscuasion does not suggeest tha t 

each and ewry ch ie f and headman has b e n e f i t t e d from 

bantuatan consol idat ion. I n many Instances they have 

bean moved together with t h * l r people and against 

t h e i r w i l l . Thla has f requent ly occurred whan, f o r 

example, a Shengnen ch ie f has bean moved I n order tft f 

f a c i l i t a t e tha consol idat ion of Vanda. But even 

forced remove I s do not neceasari ly negate the ethnic 

consciousness of those ch ie fs removed with t h e i r 

people, revea l ing i t as a f r a u d . Quite tha contrary; 

h o s t i l i t y and resentment against being removed l a 

seldom aimed against the d is tan t South Afr ican 

government. Since i t I s d i rected against tha ethnic 

group amongst whom the removed people have bean 

l i v i n g , ethnic consciousness can be. engendered among 

c h i e f s , headman and t h e i r people, i r respec t ive of 

whether they stand to g a i n or loam by being removed. 



gar. 
r g t h n i c j t y : the ordinary people 

THROUGH l i s t e n i n g to missionaries, church—n, 

teachers and ordinary people, there l a overahelalng 

evidence that Teonga-epeakers hava baan l i v i n g 

p e r f e c t l y e a s i l y amongst Vandaa and Sothoa f o r tha 

las t 100 years. Throughout tha Northern Tranevaal, 

X aaa repeatedly Informed, Tscopes have i n t a r a e r r l e d 

extensively e i t h Vandaa and Sothoa and hava l i v e d alda 

by alda with tnaa. I n aany araaa tha conatltuency of 

Vanda chlafa aaa predominantly Taonga, and tha convarsa 

appl lad too* Those t o whom I spoke wvn v i r t u a l l y 

unanimous i n declar ing that sustained f r i c t i o n 

bataean athnlc groupa l a a r a l a t l v a l y racant 

phanoaanon, a d l r a c t consequence of tha implementation 

of tha Bantu Author i t ies system. 

A Sotho haal th inspector ehoa I met at a cafe 

naar » l l u u a n e t o l d aa tha t *bafora aaparata develop-

aent I l l vad amongst Taongas and sent to achool a i t h 

thaw. Horn I would ra thar hava a a h i t e men I n ay 

houaa than a Shangean'.-

Throughout these araas poised between 

coneoUdetion in to a l t h a r Vanda or Gezankulu, Taonga-

apaaKara expressed horror a t balng 'Vendaf ied ' . 

F r i c t i o n arupts everywhere. At Ghlluvana naar 

Txanaan tha Oouglaa S a l t hoapl ta l ahlch eas b u i l t 

a f t e r World War 1 to aarva tha loca l populat ion aa* 

declared p e r t of Gazankulu I n 1961. I n r e t a l i a t i o n 

Phatudl o f Laboaa ordered tha removal o f a l l Sotho 

a t a f f f r o a tha hospi ta l i n Apr l l / aay 1981, 

Moreover, Sotho pat lanta (soma on drips i ] vara 

reached by ambulance t o a 'Sotho1 hoapl ta l some 15cm 

•way. At preaent, tanalona ajaongat Sotho and Taonga 

epeakara a t Shiluvane a r a close t o breaking po in t -

a l l th is i n en araa ahlch churchman daacrlba aa 

having baan a modal o f haraxmloua huaan i n t e r -

r a l a t i o n e h l p . 

How, than , a r a i n t e r - e t h n i c tanalona stimulated 

aaongat tha ordinary paopla aho atand only to l o t a 

f r o a bantuatan consolidation? Tha key t o t h l a 

quaation l l a a i n the f a c t ttiet there i a no 

a l t a r n a t l v a ; facad wi th tha r a a l l t y of bantuatan 

consol idat ion, ordinary paopla a r a foread t o oparata 

w i t h i n tha ayataa I n ardor t o surv ive . I n tha f i g h t 

f o r surv iva l , g lad ia to rs auat hava hotad ona another 

with more i n t a n a i t y than thay did tha Roman 

ar is tocracy responsible f o r placing than i n tha 

arana i n tha f i r a t p laca. Tha aaaa p r l n c l p l a 

undar l laa tha davalopaant o f a thnic h o s t i l i t y i n 

tha Northam Transvaal. 

Tha aatabllahmant of boundariaai bantuatan 

consol idat ion and populat ion raaovala a r a aaong tha 

aa ln masons f o r athnic d l f fa rancaa asaualng a 

p o l i t i c i s e d f o r a . Oiv ia iona a r a anforcad through tha 

aatabl lahaant of aaparata c l l n i c e , schools, labour 

bureaux, poat o f f l c a a and othar a d a l n l a t r a t l v a 

a t ructuraa f o r aacn populat ion group. On a aa ln road 

I n Gazankulu, tha road suddenly narroaa and l a p i t t a d 

because I t haa b r l a f l y antarad Vanda t e r r i t o r y and l a 

tharafora of no a lgn l f i canca f o r 5ezankulu e u t h o r i t i e e . 

I t becomes Incraaaingly d i f f i c u l t f o r pensioners 

t o racalva t h e i r aonthly handouta i f thay a r a l i v i n g 

outside of t h a l r ' n a t i o n ' * even I f they have baan 

l i v i n g i n the same placa a l l t h a l r U v e a . 

One of tha greatest reasons f o r tha eaargence of 

athnlc h o s t i l i t y r e l a t e s t o tha establ lahaant of 

slngle^nediua schools. Whan schools a r a auddanly 

daclarad 'Vanda' or 'Qhangaan' or 'Sotho1 . I t bacoaaa 

Impossible f o r ch i ld ren t o rece ive aother*tongue 

I n s t r u c t i o n . Faced « i t h t h i s problem, c u l t u r a l 

t r a d i t i o n s can only be upheld by removing to onee 

'homeland*. 

Tne re la t ionsh ip bataean the davalopaant o f tha 

bantustans and tha acceptance of t h e i r existence by 

t h a l r ' c i t i z e n s * i s a product of a v ic ious c i r c l e . 

The South A f r i can state estab l ishes boundaries i n 

the name of 'homeland1 consol idat ion and those people 

caught outalda t h e i r 'hoaeland' e u f f e r v ic t imisa t ion 

and uncerte lnty as a r e s u l t , v i c t i m i s a t i o n with 

regard to schooling, tha awarding of labour contracts , 

pensions, hospi ta l aervlces» e t c , together exer t 

treaendoue pressure on people to eove* I n add i t ion , 

a f a v o u r i t e t a c t i c o f tha 'GO ' 1 2 i a t o i n t l a l d a t a tno*o 

threatened e i t h removal over an amended per iod of 

t l a a . As a r a e u l t o f these th rea ts of removal, those 

i n poaaaaelon of r e l a t i v e l y g rea te r a a t a r i a l nmmn* 

move before the e l t a m a t l v e e of fered t o thaa become 

laaa and leaa a t t r a c t i v e . The community l a there fore 

s p l i t and I t i s i n e v i t a b l y tha pooreet a laaenta aho 

are f i n a l l y car ted easy and duapad by the M trucks 

or t h e i r bantuatan f u n c t i o n a r i e s . Within these 

peraaetere i t l a thera fore v i r t u a l l y lapoaa ib le not 

t o accept homeland 'independence• i n aoaa form. Tha 

South Afr ican govarnaant seta the s i tua t ion and the 

nechenlea of e thnic fragaantat1on acquires a dynamic 

of i t s own. * 

Conclusion 

Tha tragedy of e t h n i c i t y i n the Northam Transvaal 

l e tha t i t l a r e a l . At a p o l i t i c a l l e v e l tha 

l a p l l c e t l o n a a r a extremely depressing; tha South 

A f r i can a t a t e ahlch i a u l t l e a t e l y responsible f o r 

the p o l l t l c l e e t l o n of e t h n i c i t y through i t s pushing of 

separate davalopaant. i a seen by soaa aa an honeet 

broker. The greatest amount of antagonism i n 

Gaxankulu i a reserved f o r Vends end Laboaa -

e h i l e Koornhof l a respec t fu l l y approached by 

'deputat ions 1 . Rev Sydney Ngobet general secretary 

of the Evangelical Presbyter ian Church , e*plolne that 

'e thnic f e e l i n g s have increased ao much since 

separate davalopaant t h a t people apeak of "aa Sotho" 

or "ae Taonga" re thar than "we people" or "aa 

a f r l c a n e " . People aho uaad t o aay "aa blacks are not 

allowed to go there" no* aay "aa Shangaen aay not go 

t h e r e ' . 

I t i a thara fora a t t h e i r p e r i l t h a t progressives 

b l i t h e l y dismiss tha eaargence of e t h n i c i t y I n the 

Northern Transvaal es ' f a l s e consciousness'* Falae 

i t i s i n tha sense that the r e a l source of edeery and 

Oppression - the South Afr ican state - becomes 

obscured. But t h i s f a l a e conecloueness l e not e aare 

ephemeral ideology ahlch can be ignored. I t s basis 

l e d l e t l n c t l y a a t a r i a l ; rooted on the one hand I n 

tha claas i n t e r e s t s of tha new a f r l c a n p e t t y 

bourgeoisie, and on the othar hand i n the a t ruggle 

f o r surv iva l faced by the ordinary aaae of explo i ted 

end ccpressed paopla. 

Saul Ouboa 
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INFORMATION 

S t r i k e s i n t he 
Meta l I n d u s t r y 
OVER t h a past Lao months, t h a East Rand's metal 
lnduatry has ageln become a kay cantra of mortar 
s t ruggle , w i th 24 wort stoppages/disputes, 
occurring against a backdrop of tha panding annual 
wage t a l k s between tha S taa l and Engineering 
Indust r ies Fadaratlon of South Af r ica (SEIFSA) and 
tha unions i n tha indust ry . I S of ths stoppages have 
involved FOSATU'e reg is te red eeto i and A l l i e d 
B a r t e r s ' Union (aWPU). Last year , t o o , saw the 
East Rand metal industry becoming tha focus of Labour 
a c t i o n wi th 24 stoppages i n e a d e v n i e . Benoni, 
Boksburg and Springs, involv ing a t o t a l of 10 772 
workers. I n th le year 's disputes 6 000 UAMU aeebars 
hava bean involved and approximately 2 400 vorkars 
a t f i n e s without unions. 

I n the 13 stoppages involv ing W A I U , 33)1 eere 
over d iamlsssle , 5Ji over wages, 1 s t r i k e over a 
night a h i f t d ispute , and 1 s t r i k e over the disbanding 
of a l i a i s o n coan l t tee end recogni t ion of MAW. This 
coaperas wi th 50)1 of l a s t v e e r ' s disputes over 
d i a e l s s a l a , 25£ over wages, end 29)1 i n opposit ion t o 
managerial s t a f f behaving i n an a r b i t r a r y fashion. 

This analysis w i l l focus mainly on tlAVlTa 
involvement i n the recent work stoppages and disputes. 
The nature of the daeenda i n tha disputes and lasuas 
r e l a t e d t o thaai w i l l be discussed, 

Oamende f o r the re lns te taaent o f dismissed 
sor ters were made i n 33% o f tha d isputes, and UWJ 
eaafasrs were successful i n two such st ruggles: at 
L l t aaas ta r Products i n e e d e v l l l e , 22 wortara were 
dismissed las t yaar i n October* U n t i l tha reso lu t ion 
of tha issue, tha union helped support the mortars 
who did not seek naw aaployaant, wel t ing re ther f o r 
the outcome o f t h a issue. Up t o January, aanegeeent 
refused to nagotieta with t h e union despi te i t s 
major i ty representat ion amongst the f i r m ' s 260 workers. 
UAWU arranged for an I n d u s t r i a l Court hearing a t the 
and of January to chellenege the f i r m ' s r e f u s e l to 
negot iate wi th a representat ive union. I n the 
meantime, shop stewards i n the factory put continual 
pressure on mansgeasnt, stnd workers boycotted 
o v e r t i e e . Just before the court hearing was due 
L l teees te r eenageeent c a p l t u l e t a d end reh i red e l l 
22 worters. A recogni t ion agreement wi th MAVU has 
a Laos t bean coaplatad. 

A second v i c t o r y over a d isa issa ls issue ess 
eon a t Transvaal Mal leable Foundries i n March, 
workers came out on s t r i k e f o r three days i n support 
o f two dismissed co l l eague* . I n i t i a l l y , eanagement 
f i r e d the e n t i r e wort force end aald tha t I t would 
s e l e c t i v e l y r e aaploy s o r t e r s , Vorter s o l i d a r i t y on 
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the issue aes ao strong that no one re -appl ied f o r 
t h e i r Jobs and scab labour see not forthcoming, 
hence, aenagawent re-eeployed the e n t i r e workforce, 
even the shop etawerds, and the two woWeeTS i n i t i a l l y 
dismissed. (A successful s t r i k e over dismissals 
occurred a t TIF l a t e l e s t year es w e l l ) . 

The struggle at Meeker Siddaley Hschinaa over 
the dismissal o f two workers was fought unsuccessful ly, 
i n tha t sor ters were ' s e l e c t i v e l y re eauloyed* end 
the 30 t rade union aeejbers l o s t t h e i r Jobs. However, 
the e e d e v l l l e organiser does not rwgert t h i a as e 
t o t a l f a i l u r e , f o r he seys that these 30 workers e r e 
uni ted end determined t o car ry on e i t h the s t ruggle . 
He seys that whether dieniseed or not , the f e e l i n g 
of the wortsrs i s not a f fec ted - they become 
strengthened through t h e i r struggles rsther the** 
d i s i l l u s i o n e d . 

At present e struggle I s continuing a t Flaks^r 
( i n wedevi l le ) over the ntrenchment of three MAW 
members. 200 worters a r e out on s t r i k e end the 
outcome i s not yet known. 

Wage daaends accounted f o r 53]L of leVJU's disputes 
during the present spate of s t r i k e s . At present the 
minimum wage f o r the metal indust ry , em determined 
by the June, 1961, wage t a l k s , i s R1,13 par hour. 
I n a l l the disputes the demand mas f o r e R1 per4 hour 
increase, or f o r a R2 per hour minimum wage - e 
standard F08ATU t a r g e t . (Th is daeand h*s Just been 
successful ly negotieted et Colgate-Palmolive where 
FOSATU'e CftlU has Just negotiated e minimum wage of 
R i r 95 an hour, and a l l other other grades w i l l 
receive over R2 par hour. I n Now amber the minimum 
wage w i l l be increased to ft2,04 per hour. 

lege increases were demanded at Pressor 8A, 
( e a d e v i l l e ) . Lasher Tools (Gare is ton ) , McKlnnon 
Chaiii (o ia termar i tzburg jT Chubb. Hubco. ifcXachnle 
Brother j ( w a d e v i l l e ) , Hawker Siddaley Transformers 
and Automatic P la t ing { IsandcJ. The Bedevi l la 
organiser r e l a t e s these demands to the high cost o f 
l i v i n g , snd poor re ins I n the bentustehs (ahich neve 
eroded the migrant worters ' supplementary r u r a l 
Incomes). None of these demands have been met -
s l i g h t increases have been granted: at UcKachnie 
Brothers s 12c per hour Increase eea granted, es 
we l l ss a 2c par hour attandance bonus r i s e , end e t 
Leuher Tools e 4c per hour increase hag bean granted. 
Host f i rms have refused t o negot iate mages u n t i l t h e 
I n d u s t r i a l Council wage t a l k s between SEIFSA end the 
unions hava been completed. 

Tha wage demands must be seen i n the context 
o f the system of wage determination i n the metal 
lnduatry . The demands e r e e l s o e statwmant about 
hoe workers f s e l merrs a r e to be negot iated - e t 
p lant l e v e l re ther then I n d u s t r i a l counci l l e v e l . 

SEIFSA, the tough employer body representing 
some a 500 bosses (FCtt, 0 5 . 1 1 . 6 1 ) , meets unions 
i n the metal and engineering Industry each year f o r 
negotiat ions on the I n d u s t r i a l Counci l , to determine 
«eges and working condit ions f o r the indust ry 's 
approximately 440 000 worters (t tml, 0 3 . 1 1 . 6 1 ) , 
nationwide, unions end employers have an equal number 
of representat ives on tha I n d u s t r i a l Counci l . The 
bosses, sithough competing f a r e e r t e t s , are prepared 
t o equal ise many fac tors and Inputs of product ion, 



p a r t i c u l a r l y •egaa, end hence wort from « pos i t ion of 
un i ty end strength on the Counci l . On the other hand. 
the - h o i * spectrum of unions, with widely di fVer ing 
p o l i c i a l and demands, a r a expected to a i t together 
on the Counci l , thus awaking f o r weakneee and d iv is ion 
(eg I n tha prasant wags ta lks ths S t e e l , Engineering 
and A l l i e d Sor ters ' Union has taken a completely 
independent stanca from that o f othar unlona i n i t s 
demands). 

Kore s i g n i f i c a n t l y , tha barfMir ing procass I s 
isolated from tha work p lace , where workers hava 
tha strength of t t i a i r organisat ion, and tha poaar to 
withdraw t h e i r labour i n order to re in force demands. 
On tha counci l , tha p a r t i c i p a t o r y natura c4 mortar 
involvement i n t h a i r union i s diminished* f o r they 
a r a not negot iat ing « i t h t h a i r own employer through 
t h a i r a lactad ahop stawards or raprasantat lvas: thay 
C O M t o play a poaslva r o l e , f o r t h a i r aandata i s not 
( lawjedletely) required by t h a i r union - thay merely 
receive a ' repor t back* . Thus, tha council systaa 
weakens unions' bargaining power snd encourages 
buraaucracy, and hanca aost sections of tha prograsaiva 
union movement rafuaa to p a r t i c i p a t e on tha i n d u s t r i a l 
counci ls . 

Thus, i n tha prasant I n d u s t r i a l Council sag* . 
ta lks i n tha metal and engineering industr iaa (ahich 
bagan on 9 Uerch, but hava baan postponed to a i d -
Apr i l a f t a r daadlock was raachad - w i th unlona 
f l a t l y re jec t ing a waga of fer made by aaployars) 
tha General Workers1 Union (GHUh tha Nat ional 
Automobile and A l l i ed sor te rs * Union (NAWu) and 
UMVU hava rafusad t o p a r t l c l p a t a . Unragistarad 
unions wara inv l tad t o p a r t l c l p a t a in formal ly as 
obsarvara f o r tha f i r a t t ime, but only tha Black 
A l l l a d ( tar tars ' Union (Bflflj) and SEM-J hava accepted, 
TUC8A i s o f coursa p a r t i c i p a t i n g - a t t h a i r annual 
confaranca I n East London i n September l a s t yaar , 
delegates declared t h a i r support f o r tha ' t r i a d and 
trus" counci l systaa. Tha GVU statad that i t had 
rasarvat lons about tha i n d u s t r i a l council structure» 
mrtd would not j o i n tha a s m caucus as TUCSA a f f i l i a t e s 
bacausa of TUCSA's conslstant h o s t i l i t y t o tha 
independent unlona. and i t s ' appa l l ing* stanca on 
N a i l Agget t 'e daath . (TUCSA c r i t i c l s a d p ro taa t 
which roaa f roa tha daath i n datant lon of N a i l 
Aggett. Central secretary Arthur Grace1oar said 
i n a etatamant tha t tha Council 'unhes i ta t ing ly 
distancas i t a a l f * f r o a wny c a l l s f o r i n d u s t r i a l ac t ion 
i n connaction wi th Dr Aggatt 'a daath - bacausa TUCSA 
'cannot aubscrlba t o a t r i k s s or work stoppagas 
which a r a not d l r a c t l y r e l a t e d t o aanioyar-aaployaa 
r a l a t l o n a h i p a * ) - G*U **Y» that tha I n d u s t r i a l Council 
a l lows f o r nagotlat lons not by workers, but by 
'professional bureaucrats* . 

Tha 14 registered unions prasant ly on tha Council 
raprasant only a t h i r d of metal workers, but a r a 
negot ia t ing for tha e n t i r e Industry wi th 45 SEIFSA 
employer associat ions. 

UAwXI re jec ts the i n d u s t r i a l council systaa) as 
i i t atends. Tha VaJev i l l e organiser says that UAtu 

i a not agalnat negot ia t ing f o r sagaa a t a nat iona l 
leve l par aa , but tha t these ta lks should be more 
dacentra l ieed in to n a t i o n a l bargaining f o r separata 
categor ies, such as e l e c t r i c a l , rubber, n a t a l 

i ndus t r i es , a te - Bargaining s t nat iona l l e v e l , ha 
s a i d , would be favourable f o r those s o r t e r s who ara 
not 'yet organised, but t h a n a t i o n a l - l e v e l 
bargaining should not e l iminate tha r igh t f o r 
organised wortere t o bargain a t p l a n t l e v e l w i th 
ind iv idua l aaployars , as many can a f f o r d t o pay w a l l 
above Council-determined minimum*. *tAHU - i l l only 
be prepared to negotiate a t nat iona l l e v e l when 
only representat ive unions a r e allowed t o p a r t i c i p a t e . 
(On 24 March, eVWJ'e n a t i o n a l executive was to ejeet 
an I n d u s t r i a l Council eepanate committee t o discuss 
why the union was not prepared t o s i t on tha Counc i l ) . 

Thle i s s i m i l a r to tha GaTU's stance: tha GaV 
l a 'not i n p r i n c i p l e opposed to m u l t i - p l a n t bargaining 
aa long as i t f a c i l i t a t e s a procass of d i r e c t 
negot ia t ion between e lected sor te r representat ives 
and management? I t b e l i e v e t tha t 'bargaining i n tha 
a tea l I n d u s t r i a l Council hinders t h i s d i r e c t 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n tha bargaining procass by v i r t u e of 
the s ize of the Council and i t s h ighly bureaucrat ic 
e t r u c t u r e s ' . 

SEIF6A, however, i n i t s Iwjvember (1961) guidel ines 
r e i t e r e t e d i t s support f o r the counci l systaa (eay ing , 
though, that reforms wara necessary) and i t s opposit ion 
to bargaining by I n d i v i d u a l efnployers on- a a t t e r s 
covered by council agreements. They suggested 
incent ives t o unions to serve on councils» such 
as advising aaployars t o grant these unlona atop 
order f a c i l i t i e s , accaaa t o workers f o r recrui tment , 
eccaas by union o f f i c i a l a to ahop stawards, end 
access to company not ice boards for union 
announcaaants. Graham Bruatred, chairperson of 
Anglo American's Hlghveld S t s e l , said: 'Joining a 
counci l w i l l g ive tha unions •ore inf luence than 
b e f o r e ' . The guldel inee did accept though, f o r the 
f i r s t tJjat , a fac tory f l o o r r o l e f o r representat ive 
unions, whether reg is tered or unregietered, i n 
consultat ions over Issues not covered by council 
agreements. This shoes a new ccaeaittaent to 
bargaining with represents t l^ t unions and an approach 
of persuasion, ra ther than coercion, i n ge t t ing the 
9 unions outaide tha counci l system to Join up. 
Un ion is ts , responding l a s t yaar t o these g u l d e l i n e e , 
sa id t h a t thay represented • ' s h i f t 4 , but t h a t * t h e 
r e a l issue i s our demand to bargain on wagea and 
wort conditions outside tha counci l systaa, and 9EIFSA 
has not changed i t s stance on t h a t * . 

SEIFSA'e stanca i s contrasted somewhat by that 
of the country 's largest i n d u s t r i a l c a p i t a l grouping, 
Barlow Rand, whose Executive D i rec tor of I n d u s t r i a l 
Re la t ione , Hofeeyr, aa id i n December l a s t yeart 
'Employers w i l l have to l l v a with tha f a c t tha t there 
w i l l be p a r a l l e l negotiat ions wi th trada unions s t 
both industry leve l and ehoP f l o o r l e v e l * . 

The ' i d e a l ' s i t u a t i o n , ha a a i d , i s f o r aaployer 
bodies, employee representa t ives , and regis tered non-
r a c i a l unlona to aaet a t nat iona l l e v e l , and to hold 
aupplementary negot ia t ions on domestic Issues at 
p lant l e v e l through worts counci ls . Hs rea l ised 
t h i s I s impossible as unions re jected the present 
XC system, and ha admitted that ICa could s u f f e r tha 
same f a t e es works and l i a i s o n committees. He aaid 
f u r t h e r : ' • » appreciate the problems that can a r i s e 
through p a r a l l e l negot iet ione at shop f l o o r and 

industry l e v e l , but be l ieve t h l e i s not necessari ly 
f a t a l and i s i n f a c t something which South Afr ican 
amployera w i l l have t o l ea rn to l l v a w i t h 1 * 

However, StIFSA etreeaas t h a t i t w i l l not a l low 
unions who agree to s i t on tha Council t o negot iate 
wages a t p lant l e v e l . Van C o l l a r , SEIF8A chairperaon, 
stressed that thay earn tha boycott o f the Council by 
feet-growing unions aa a serious problem 'i"a want 
to negot iate with rapraaentat lva unlona. So aa aant 
thoee unlona who do represent wortere t o do so on tha 
Council* (RDM, 05 .11 .61 ) * However, t h l e i s c l e a r l y 
not l i k e l y to happen as recant atrugglas and eucceases 
on tha p l a n t f l o o r considarably weaken SEIFSA'a 
p o s i t i o n , SCIF6A l a t r y i n g t o evolve counter 
s t r a t e g i e s . For example, t h l e month, a c o n f i d e n t i a l 
paper was d i s t r i b u t e d t o aaployars on e t r l k e 
handling i n tha wake of the e t r l k e wave which haa 
gripped the tadav i l l a -Garn ls ton a rea . Companies 
e r a warned i n i t tha t by agreeing t o bargain outaide 
the counci l system, thay a r a ' i n a f f e c t establ ishing 
an a l t e r n a t i v e bargaining arrangement t o tha Counc i l * . 
I t edvlees s e t t i n g of deadlines f o r r e t u r n to wort , 
and i n tha event of these being ignored, tha t tha 
company dismissal a l l wortere* I t a l s o advises 
members not to negot iate wi th s t r i k e r s u n t i l thay 
have returned t o wort . 

stoat responses by wadev l l le and Germlston a a t a l 
companies to the s t r i k e s have bean consietent with 
theae gu ide l ines . I n aoaa of the un-unionised 
f a c t o r i e s these s t r a t e g i e s have been successful , 
f o r example, a t Baldwin's Steal and Alumco. where 
a l l s t r i k e r s were f i r e d and replaced. At hubco. 
a f t e r workers f a i l e d t o meat the management deadl ine , 
thay wars regarded as having 'dismissed themselves' 
(nagot iat ione between Hubco and avwj a r a s t i l l 
cont inu ing) . At Hpllosec and EMJETS, where nagot ie t ions 
took place a f t e r workers returned to wort , tha wage 
demands were not e a t . At ftand Scrap I r o n , tha 350 
workers who d i d not re turn by the deadl ine , were 
regarded aa f i r e d , to be followed by ' se lec t ive 
re-employment'. Thle i s a t y p i c a l mnevsment strategy 
by which those thay regard aa "troublemakers' lose 
t h a i r Jobe (as happened a t Hawker Siddoley}. 

Employers charged (ROU, 0 3 . 0 3 . 8 2 ) t h a t t h a recant 
unreat was a *co-ordinated campaign1 by UAau. One 
s a i d , *Thay era t r y i n g to in f luence the negotiat ions + 

or a r a f l e x i n g t h e i r muaclee'* mWrG denies t h i s : 
'few had nothing t o do with I t . I t l a tha a o r t a r a aho 
have decided t o take a c t i o n . One day wa might decide 
t o c a l l our saabers out , but wa haven*t dona i t t h l e 
t i a g * (ROM, 0 4 . 0 3 . 6 2 ) * 

Tha MAWU organiser at a a d e v i l l e , Hoses esiyekleo. 
expla ins tha present strength of MAVU by i t s grassroots 
organisat ion . Struggles a r a a r t i c u l a t e d by ahop 
stewards, tha c e n t r a l leadership group i n t h a union, 
and than tha union i s c a l l e d i n t o negot ia te . Although 
UMU was star ted i n 1995, i t has only grown i n the 
les t year to i t s present strength of 29 000 signed-
up members, o f whom 20 000 a r e wa l l organised. I n 
the peat , ha s a i d , tha union r e l i e d too much on 
organisat ion by i n d i v i d u a l o f f i c i a l a . Since than , 
orgeniaat ion had become the task of tha mortars 
themselves, through shop stewards. The ahop ataward 
council meats regu la r l y f o r seminars on orgeniaat ion 



and negot ia t ion techniques. Thara i a a lso in tens ive 
discussion i n tha planning coea l t taee a t aach ' l o c a l ' 
on probleaa and dlaputee-, and a raport bade westing t o 
tha a n t i r a union every three aonthe by tha shop 
stewards c o u n c i l . 

Tha union a leo grew r a p i d l y through tha ea lec t lon 
o f ' t a r g e t f a c t o r l a a ' - uaual ly tha biggest f i r s a -
for1 ln tenolva organisat ion . Through coeaunloation 
bataaan workers i n tha toanahipa and hoatala other 
workers from a a a l l e r f a c t o r l a a i n tha area ware 
a t t r a c t e d t o t h a union. 

Ueyekleo aa id t h a t 'Hero i n * a d a v i l l a , no 
union can challenge U W f . (At Nat iona l Springe i n 
H a d e v i l l o , f o r axaaple , •e -bers of GEA*U l e f t tha t 
union i n favour of U A W ) , Only ahan WttU haa * 60* 
wemberehip i n a fac tory doaa i t approach aanagaaant 
f o r recogni t ion . Thraa recogni t ion opTaawjents have 
bean concluded with aVWJ i n tha paat year , w i th aore 
I n t h a p i p e l i n e a f t e r the current a t r i k e wave. For 
axaaple. a t Kroat Brothers I n H a r r i o t d a l e , 1 300 
aorlcers cane out on a t r l k a demanding tha disbanding 
o f t h a l i a i s o n cow I t tee and i t s replacement by union 
ahop stewards. The l i a i s o n coaa l t tea haa been 
disbanded, and tha company l a conducting recogni t ion 
t a l k s - i t h MAVU. 

Uayeklao aaid he ama happy with t h a outcoao of 
the atrugglee i n the V e d e v l l l e a rea , f o r there hod 
been «orw euccaaaee than f a i l u r e s . Oaapite the 
f a l l u r a e , he a a i d , eortcere had l e a r n t t o s t ruggle 
together . 

Xn t h e recent events on the East Rand ffljnaoaaent 
a t r a t e g i e s and the SEIFSA stance repreaant c a p i t a l ' a 
a t taap t to l n e t l t u t l o n e l l a e l n d u a t r l a l c o n f l i c t and 
a r t i c u l a t e I t i n an organised, a a l f - r a g u l a t l o g wanner. 
Tha recant ahop f l o o r atrugglee i n the natal industry 
a r e evidence of worfcere1 determination to r e s i s t t h i s 
a t ra tagy and thua t o aeakan c a p i t a l *e p o e i t i o n . 

S ( to rch , 1962) 

Labour Act ion 
NATIONAL fTOPPABE 
Short ly a f t e r tne death I n aacur l ty pollce4Cuatody 
of H e l l Aggett waa announced, the union of which he 
aas Transvaal aacretary (Food .and Canning Horkare' 
Union - aae above) c a l l e d f o r a nat iona l ha l f -hour 
worfc etoppege t o mourn h ie death . Alaoet 
l aawdia ta ly , the Ma jor i ty o f the independent union 
groupings supported the c a l l : FOSATU, CJSA, G * U ( 

CCAWU3A, BWU, Orange-veal GW, 8AAW, aVOUBA. 
MM. 

The proposed stoppage aas aet f o r Thursday, 11 
February, free) 11h30 t o noon. The unions aafcad 
eaployers to agree t o t h l a daaonetrat lon s t r i k e -
end e nuaber of tha largeat aeployer groupe (eg 
FCT. K I F 8 A ) rwcoaaended that no a c t i o n be t *cen 
againat thoea workars aha Joined the stoppage. 

Only deye before tha propoaad stoppage, po l i ce 
eelzed 20 000 etoppege aupport e t i c k e r a f r o a a 

Johannesburg p r i n t e r - theee had been ordered by tha 
7ranavaal Unions1 S o l i d a r i t y Cowaittee. Cer ta in 
awployere, f o r axaaple SAPP11 thraetenad workers wi th 
dismissal i f they Joined the stoppage,- a h l l a TUCSA 
ran t rue t o l t e long h i s t o r y of acabblng on other 
working, class organisat ions by distancing I t s e l f 
from tha stoppage. 

Short ly before t h a stoppage was due t o beg in , 
i t aas announced that the Aust ra l ian Council of Trade 
Uniona (ACTU) had lapoaed a week-long ban on South 
A f r i can shipping and a i r t r a v e l - t h l a a c t i o n aas I n 
proteat againat the death o f H a l l Aggett and the 
continued detent ion of t rade unlonlets i n South 
A f r i c a , and fol lowed on a o a l l f o r protest aada by 
the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Confederation of Free Trade Unions 
( ICFTU). 

The uniona ware Joined i n the work stoppage 
by other organisat ions - cowaunity groupe, u n i v e r s i t i e s 
and Journal l e t a . 

Promptly a t 11h30 on 11 February» tana of 
thouaanda of workers downed t o o l s . Est leatee of tha 
numbers of aorlcers involved i n the stoppage ranged 
f roa a aanagaaant f igure of 30 000 t o a union f igure 
of 100 000. Host c o — m t a t o r a "ave euggested 
that the higher f i g u r a i s the aora accurst* . 

Tha Joint ac t ion by so aany uniona aas an 
ind ica t ion of t h e i r growing uni ty on aoaa issues. 
Th la waa r e f l e c t e d i n the apeach given by the 
G K ' e David Lewie a t tha union-organised funera l f o r 
N e i l Aggettt 

H e l l ' s death l e a g rea t p r i c e to pey f o r the 
u n i t y o f the t rade union aovpeent. l a auat take 
the axaaple ahowad on Thursday ahan they stopped 
work and the exaapIs of t h l a funera l and eg 
aust s t a r t u n i t i n g tha t rade union aoveaant, 

said L a a i a . 
i h i l e the work stoppage waa ignored by 6AflC~TV, 

other saw i t as vary s i g n i f i c a n t . Nuner lca l ly very 
largo, I t involved aa aany workers ae want on e t r l k e 
during the whole of 1973 - e year i n which the Inc idents 
of s t r i k e * was the highest o f the 1970s. Equally 
ae l a p o r t a n t , i t was an e x p l i c i t l y p o l i t i c a l a t r l k a . 
t h l l a there have bean aany p o l i t i c a l e t r i k e a before 
i n South A f r i c a - the stay aaay caapalgna of 1976 
f o r axaaple - t h l e wortc stoppage involved workera 
taking act ion on tha fac tory f l o o r ra ther than i n 
the townships. Soae c r i t i q u e s of tha stay aaay 
t a c t i c have suggested t h a t atay aweys eeperete workers 
f roa t h e i r aost laportant p lace of power - the fac tory 
f l o o r . I n t a r e * o f t h e nuaber of workers involved, 
tha u n i t y shown by t rade unions, and the neture of 
t h a laeue, the ha l f -hour wot* etoppege of 11 
FEbruary can be seen as an laportant ind ica tor o f 
poasible f u t u r e t rends. 

* 
TFUKSVAAl 
A^on^a ^ V ^ e e a r ( D o o m f o n t a l n ) ; Mora than WO workera 
staged a b r i e r wortc etoppege on 2 March. They ware 
protest ing about the d l a a i s a a l o f a ahop Stewart who 
put forward thwir wage deaands to aanagaaant. They 
raturned t o work a f t e r they ware proaleed a R2t0Q 
lncraaae on t h e i r weekly wagesv and the re ina ta taaant 
o f t h e shop steward. 

Afrox Gas Equipment ( G e m l a t o n ) : About 300 worker* at 
Afro* downed too la on 6 March. The a t r l k a aas I n 
support o f an increase to 1*8,30 per hour. Host of 
the workers at Afro* do not belong to any unicn, 
although aoaa are "wntoere of tha S tee l and A l l i e d 
aortcars Union (KAffU) . Four negotiators ware appointed 
by tha work are to ta lk to amnagaaant on t h e i r beha l f . 

No f u r t h e r news. 

A l l i e d Publishing (Johannesburg)i (Background on the 
company I s Qlvn I n w|Pl?: 1-3; a t r l k a ac t ion at t h i s 
company i s covered i n aiP16 and « P 1 7 i 4 6 ; CCAtUSA 
objections to the uaw of ch i ld labour i n the d i s t r i 
but ion of newapapara i s covered i n 1 T P 1 ? I 4 ? ) 

I n March, 1961, CCAVUBA already expressed s l a m 
a t A l l i e d * * advert lseaente requesting Johannesburg's 
northern suburbs chi ldren t o d e l i v e r t h e i r newspapers 
(see « P V 7 : 4 7 ) . I n February t h i s year ta lks began i 
batween (XAwUBA ehot> atawerds and A l l i e d . The 
Ccwewrclal, Cater ing and A l l i e d aorkare' Union'e 
concern l a tha t the greater uee of c h i l d e e l l e r e w i l l 
cost workera t h e i r Jobs, aanagaaant i s responding 
by saying that workers whose Jobs a r e thraatanad o r 
aado rwdundant w i l l be re eaployed elsewhere i n the 
coapeny. and i a assuming that there w i l l be no aaas 
f i r i n g ( P W , J 7 . 0 2 . W J . 

No f u r t h e r news. 

Aluaco awtal IndustMea ( a e d e v l l l e ) f 40 workers ware 
f i r e d when they struck on 6 Kerch, 1902. They vera 
daaandlng e rer«l**r*-hour increase. ttanegewent aaid 
tha t they had bean Replaced (S ta r , 12 .03 .62 ) . 

Autowatlc P l a t i n g ( laando) : A one day a t r l k a , 
involving 150 workers occurred e t Autowatlc P l a t i n g 
- a coapany i n the Oorbyl Group. Uanagawent and tha 
Hvtal and A l l i e d Venters Union (FOGATU-aff i l iated UAwu) 
had t a l k s over aage* but the deaands ware not aet 
(S ta r , 1 3 . 0 3 . 6 2 ) . 

Baldwins Steel (Brakpan): 13 d r i v e r * eant on a t r i k e 
at t h l a f l r a , daaandlng a wage lncraaae. They wmr% 
diacontantad wi th the eystea whereby thay were paid 
a a in laua wage aa wa l l aa an incent ive bonue. They 
agreed to c a l l o f f the a t r l k a the fo l lowing day, a f t e r 
ta lks with aanagaaant. flhen thay f a i l e d t o re turn 
t o work aanagaaant inforaed than that thay had 
'dlealssed theaeelvwa1 and a ta r tad h i r i n g rmm ' 
dr ivers (S ta r , 1 2 . 0 2 . 6 2 ) . 

Chubb Lock and Safe Coapany ( e e d e v U l e ) ! 2*0 aorkere 
at t h i s f l r a downed toola i n support of a R2,00 an 
hour a in laua wage. The e t r l k e l a a t a d f o r two dsya, 
s f t e r eh ic * aanagaaant sacked tha s t r i k i n g workers 
(S ta r , 0 6 . 0 3 . 6 2 ) . 

C l i f f o r d Har r i s (Veresnlging) i For previous s t r i k e 
ac t ion wmm MP19zS3-g. 

A two day a t r i k e occurred a t the coapany. 
'700 aorkere aupportad I t . Tha aorkara returned t o a i s * 
on 9 etarch, a f t e r aanagaaant had agraad t o eaet aoaa 
of t h e i r deaands, except thoea Involving wegae. 

The aortcere had daaendad t h a t thay be peld a t 
Wh30 Inetaad of Kh30 on Fr idays, I n order t o be able 

*r" 



£o natch ' t h e i r t ransport t o ga t home on weekends -
f which t h e coapany agreed to . Tha company a l s o agreed 
* t o review tha cance l la t ion of overtime on sookende. 

Dewmnda involv ing wagee could only be reviewed i n 
J A p r i l and Octobar, coapany o f f i c i a l s s a i d . Tha 

negotiat ions took place betas en management and tha 
Oranga-vaal General workere* Union. 

Coca C o l * Itorahouas ( F l o r i d a ) : Dr ivers a t Coca Cola 
stoppsd work f o r a few hour*- Thay wanted t o discuss 
working cond i t ions , a p a c l f i c a l l y tha long hours they 
vara required t o won* (S ta r , 2 0 . 0 2 . 6 2 ) . 

Ho f u r t h e r news* 

Co lo t te -Pa lao l ive (Sokaburg)i For background, sea 
WP 18144-5; 19 :34 -5 ; 2 0 : 4 3 , A recogni t ion egrssmsnt 
between Colgate-Palmolive and the F06ATU-ef f i l le ted 
Chemical l o r k a r a * I n d u s t r i a l Union (CWIU) eae signed 

, I n August. 1981 (see VIP 2 0 : 4 3 ) . Vega negotiat ions 
vent on f o r moat o f February t h i s year . They were the 
f i r s t negot ia t ions s ince the recogni t ion egreemont 
(m r e s u l t o f a 4 month s t r i k e ) . Workers e t Colgate-
Pelmollve w i l l not rece ive a minimum of R1,95 an 
hour I n Hey, t o be Increased t o a minimum of R2,04 
i n November. 

Corobrlk (Bedfordwiew): Abeut 500 workers downed 
too ls at Corobrlk on 1 February. Thay sere demanding 
that Corobrlk s ign e recogni t ion agreement e i t h t h e i r 
FOSATU-aff i l iated Glass and A l l i e d I torkers' Union. 

The union clelmed that management wee demanding 
I n d u s t r i e ! counc i l membership as a p re requ is i te f o r 
union recogn i t ion , Workers e l s o clelmed that the 
company ems re fus ing t o recognise the union because i t 
was not r e g i s t e r e d , management seld that i t see merely 
r e a t e t i n g i t s p o s i t i o n , adopted i n December l a s t year . 

The s t r i k i n g workers eere considered t o have 
'discharged themselves' . Imvtegement maid t h a t they 
eould bm re employed s e l e c t i v e l y i f they appl ied f o r 
t h e i r Job*. 

Diamond Cutt ing Industry: (For e a r l i e r information 
on the diamond cu t t ing indust ry , see WIP7:3Si 1 6 : 4 4 ) . 

L.J ven dan Bergh (25) sppeorsrt i n t h e magis t ra te 's 
court I n l lsrch, 1982, f o r a l l e g e d l y breaking an 
I n d u s t r i a l counci l agreement. The agreement states 
tha t i f a diamond c u t t e r leevse h i e Job, he must melt 
three monthe before jo in ing another employer w i t h i n 
t h a t rade* I f he r e - e n t e r s the t rade lnalda three 
months, he i s bound to r e t u r n t o h is former employer. 

Van dan Bergh pleaded not g u i l t y . He sa id ha 
mme employed by Jooste Diamond Cut t ing Works u n t i l 
July 24 , 1981. Intending to become a carpenter , ha 
l e f t the f i r m . Before leaving he signed a document 
s e t t i n g out the condit ions ( o u t l i n e d above) under ehich 
he could r e t u r n to the t r a d e . The fo l lowing Monday 
he Joined LC Diamond Cut t ing works. Ha said tha t he 
was under the impression that the agreement was not 
binding on him because he had resigned from the SA 
Oiaaond Cut t a r e ' Union. 

The magistrate found the agrsmaent to be binding. 
He a l s o found Van den Bergh g u i l t y o f breaking I t . 

D i s t i l l e r s Corporation ( f f a d e v i l l e ) : The dismissal o f 

three workers e t D i s t i l l e r s Corporation resul ted i n 
about 800 workers downing t o o l s . The workers claimed 
t h a t management had broken en agreement between them 
when the workers eere f i r e d . According to t h e j 

agreement management was required t o cbnault the shop 
stewards whan disputes a r o s e . Workers ae ld tha t 
the t h r e e had been v ic t imised f o r t h e i r union a c t i v i 
t i e s (Sowatan, 2 4 . 0 2 . 6 2 ) . 

No f u r t h e r news. 

Dresser SA ( w a d e v l l l e ) : Between 300 and 400 workers 
downed too ls demanding e rand-en-hour Increase on 
t h e i r wages. Workers sa id tha t a coapany o f f i c i a l had 
not addresssd them when they had i n i t i a l l y aaked f o r 
the Increase. How t h a t thay ware on s t r i k e the worker a 
refused to enter i n t o negot ia t ions wi th management. 
They wanted an ens ear o f ' yes ' o r 'no* to t h e i r 
demands. 

A f t e r three deys the workers agreed to re turn to 
work on condi t ion that aanagament had t a l k s with UASJU 
on a recogni t ion and procedural agreement. The terms 
e lso included t e l k s wi th an inter im committee of 
workers which would rep lace the e x i s t i n g works 
committee, end an assurance that tha s t r i k i n g workers 
would not be v i c t i m i s e d . 

Dunlop Indust r ia l Products (Benonl)t On 1 February, 
199?, 300 workers demanded higher wages (Boweten, 
0 2 . 0 3 . 6 2 ) . 

No f u r t h e r news. * 

EMES (Gera is ton) : 40 workers demanded pay increases* 
They downed too ls f o r a day amd then returned to work 
although t h e i r demmnds had not been mat (S ta r , 
1 2 . 0 3 . 8 2 ) . 

Fensecure (Gera is ton ) : At t h i s f i r m 30 worksrs went 
on a t r l ks demanding to be paid a minimum wage of 
R2,00 en hour. Thay e lso expressed d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n 
that t h e i r pay s l i p s did not r e f l e c t t h e i r hourly 
wage, and that t h e i r weekly wages ware not consis tent , 
i e they were sometimes paid R47,00 and sometimes 
paid R60.00 par week (6owetan t 0 9 . 0 3 . 8 ? ) . 

Ho f u r t h e r news. 

Fanner SA ( laando) i At t h i s f i rm about ISO workers 
struck demanding an Increase of R1,00 an hour. Thay 
returned t o work e f t e r management sa id tha t they would 
not discuss e new increase u n t i l a f t e r the I n d u s t r i a l 
Council negot ia t ion* next month (ROM, 1 7 . 0 3 , 6 2 ) . 

Flak ear (wadev l l l e ) i Workers a t t h i s metal company 
downed too le on 18 March, i n protest against the 
dismissal o f three of t h e i r co-workers. A union shop 
steward was sent t o n e g o t i a t e wi th aanagament, who 
claimed that the workers eere j u s t being l a i d o f f 
f o r e month. The s t r i k i n g workers claimed that the 
dismissed workers had been v i c t i m i s e d . 

The fo l lowing day thw s t r i k i n g workers returned 
to worH, but threatened f u r t h e r ac t ion i f t n e sew* were 
not r e i n s t a t e d . MMU sa id tha t i t eae attempting 
f u r t h e r negot ia t ions wi th management on the dispute 
(RDM, 2 0 . 0 3 . 6 2 ) . 

No f u r t h e r news, 

fuens E l e c t r i c a l Indust r ies (A lber ton ) : About 600 
worksrs downed tools and demmnded higher wegee. Ihen 
the s t r i k e had entered i t s four th day the eorkere 
e lected representat ives to negot iate on t h e i r 
behe l f , and returned t o work (Sowatan* 1 7 . 0 3 . 8 2 ) . 

Oreyhound Bus Lines (Krugsredarp): (For background 
on t h i s f i rm sew wTP17i4flj 2 0 * 4 3 ) . 

Following the e t r l k e i n February, 1961, a 
pre l iminary recogni t ion agreement was drawn up by 
tha Traneport and A l l i e d Workers* Union ( T A W U ) . 
The compeny signed i t I n December, 1901 (flOU, 1 7 . f 2 . B l ) . 

Harvey T i l e s (Bcksburg): Workere e t Harvey T i l e s 
claimed that t h e i r employers had breeched en agreement 
about night s h i f t s . Management had o r i g i n a l l y 
s ta ted that night s h i f t mould cease on 9 December, 
and had then Ordered i t to ceeee on 4 Dec amber. 

Workers ware locked out when thay a r r i ved f o r 
t h e i r n ight e h l f t on 7 December, mnd t o l d t o r e t u r n 
the fo l lowing morning. On thmt morning 30 workers 
refused t o work the dey s h i f t , end were e l l dismissed. 

then the company reopened on 6 January, 1982, e f t e r 
the Christmas break, t h e dismissed workers were not 
allowed baok. 

Forty of t h e i r co-workers want on s t r i k e i n t h e i r 
support. A l l 70 worksrs sere o f fered t h e i r Jobs 
back but refused end ware e l l dismissed. UAHj claims 
that tha compeny has v io le tad an I n d u s t r i a l Council 
sgreemsnt compelling companies t o no t i f y tha Council 
when dismissing worksrs. HAWU i s considering charging 
the company f o r heving locked out l t e employees on 
7 Oeceaber (Sowatan, 2 0 . 0 1 . 8 2 ) . 

No fur ther news. 

Hawker Slddeley A f r i c a : 150 employees e t Hewker 
Slddeley downed tools demanding the reinstatement of 
two of t h e i r colleagues and en Increase of R1,00 an 
hour. They returned t o work while management held 
t a l k s wi th IWTU (Sowatan, 0 4 . 0 3 . 6 2 ) . 

Henkel ( Isendo): A he l f -hour work atoppage occurred 
a t t h i s f i r m , t a k e r s e t the Isanda p lant cam* out 
i n support o f a s t r i k e by f e l low workers a t the Nata l 
p lant (see below) (RON, 1 1 . 0 3 , 6 2 ) . . 

JH Henochsberg (Ooornfontain)t About 140 worker* 
staged a b r i a r work stoppage a t t h l e firm on 6 March. 
The Nat iona l Union of Clothing workers (NUCW) sa id 
tha t ths cause was an I n d u s t r i a l Council agreement 
tha t was sxp l r ing i n June, •orkere were demanding 
pay increases and management granted a A3,00 weakly 
increase e f t e r the stoppage, 

HlghvBld Bua Company : A s t r l k s occurred a t t h i s 
company during October, 1961. No f u r t h e r news 
(ROW, 1 5 . 1 0 . 6 1 ) . 

Holloaac (Gerraiston): A s t r i ke by B0 workers 
occurred on 10 Usrch, 1962. The i r wage demands 
were not met, but they returned t o work tha fo l lowing 
day . management said tha t negot ia t ions with a works 
council were proceeding (S ta r , 1 2 . 0 3 . 6 2 ) . 
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Hubco metal Industr ies ( l m d e v l l l e ) : 180 workers want 
on s t r i k e on 3 March, demanding an increase of R1,00 
an hour. .They returned to work tha fo l lowing day a f t e r 
aanagvaant had agreed to nagot lata wi th an e lected 
workere' committee. 

I»cor (Varaanlglng) : About 200 workers aera dismissed 
a f t e r e two eaak pay s t r i k e I n October, 1981. The 
workers aare mainly employed as shunters. Most o f 
thaej aare migrants froej the Trmnakei, the C l e k s l ; 
KeaZultj and other arwae. Ae they aera no longer Iacor 
eeployeea the secksd workers vera t o l d t o vecete t h e i r 
rooms e t the Iscor hos te l . Their d l s a l s s e l would 
e lao have meant t h e i r removal t o the bentuetans 
(Soeetmn, 2 0 . 1 0 . 8 1 ) . 

S t r ikes e t Jays, Lovable, and Raw Clothing ( a l l three 
I n Johannesburg): Str ikes at tha above c loth ing 
f a c t o r i e s have annoyed the TUCSA-aff i l ia ted unions to 
ahlch tha workers belong. The s t r i k e s i n support of 
h igher wages, have occurred i n the context o f a new 
aage agreement t o be negotiated by employers, 
the Garment Workers' Union and the Nat ional Union of 
Clothing Workers. The agreement l a t o be negotiated 
i n march, end w i l l take e f f e c t I n J u l / . The unions 
hove Issued e earning that 'workers must not think* 
they can s t r i ke and negot iate t h e i r omn increase 
over and ebove thm union increase*! They appealad 
t o workers not t o take t h i s issue In to t h e i r own 
hands i n the in te r im (ROM, 2 4 . 0 2 . 6 2 ) . 

Also erne s t r ikes e t 8A weatherwear, Suki 
Crmeford, RUB Ores* , Adonis Knitwear, Remerque 
t e a r , JH hwrachsbergp end Patona and Baldwins 
T e x t i l e s , i n t h i s Issue of V I P , and e forthcoming 
a r t i c l e . 

Johannesburg underwear f i r m : Over 300 woHcers struck 
et t h i s f i n e over mage demands. They re jected a 
R1,00 attendance bonus end demmnded a RS,(X) incraasa 
I n weekly wages. The workers claim that they were 
ordered to leave I f they refused t o accept tha 
bonua o f f e r (ROM, 1 0 . 0 2 . 8 2 ) . 

No f u r t h e r name. 

Kroat Brothers (hwtrr iotdale) : A dispute Involv ing 
union recognit ion arose e t t h i s f i r m . workers sent 
a p e t i t i o n t o t h e i r employers c e l l i n g f o r the l l e l s o n 
ccewtlttee to be disbanded end replaced by a shop 
stewards committee of etAJU. The f i r m ' s managing 
d i rec tor agreed to diabend the l l e l s o n committee 
and ask the woikerw to e lect e nee one u n t i l such 
time ee eVenJ had been formal ly recognised. He 
added that MA*u shop stewards would only be recognised 
whan tha union gained recogni t ion. 

At t h i s p o i n t , 1 300 workers went on e t r l k e . 
Af ter negot ia t ions wi th avwu, the company agreed t o 
recognise union shop stewards, and to sign a mrlttmn 
recogni t ion egremment with the union. The workers 
then agieed to c e l l o f f t h e i r 1 day s t r i k e 
(S ta r , 0 4 . 0 2 . 8 2 ) . 

Kuaak Dairy (Vest Rand): On Thuadey, 12 March. 90 
workers from t h i s , the only da i ry i n the a rea , 
stopped work. The e t r l k e Involved d i s s s t i s f a c t i o n 

over deduction from t h e i r wages. Abel van Vyk, 
managing d i r e c t o r o f the d e l r y , eeid that he feared 
t h a t the s t r i k e would cont inue, but he hoped to have 
the workers back et t h e i r Jobs on Monday. The 
remainder of the only two repor ts on t h i s s t r i k e 
dea l t w i th p r a c t i c a l arrangements f o r peopls t o gat 
m i l k , including thw involvement of Radio Hlghveld . 

Lasher Tools (Germiston); More then 2O0 employees 
(thw e n t i r e workforce) e t Lasher Tools went on s t r i k e 
on 1 February, 1962. They demanded en increase of 
Hi ,00 an hour. One of the workers t o l d e repor ter 
tha t thev ware being paid R2S,00 a week ( S t a r , 
0 3 . 0 2 . 8 2 ) . 

No f u r t h e r news. 

Lovable (see Jays) . 

McKachMe Brothers ( e a d e v i H e ) : Over 1 000 workers 
downed too ls on 1 March demanding an Increase of 
R1,00 an hour. The demand was l a t e r charged t o 
one f o r a R2,00 aft hour minimum wage. Af ter three 
devs the worksra agreed t o r e t u r n t o work, on 
condit ion thet management negotiates on t h e i r 
l a t e r demand. 

Kampak Recycling Industr isa (Edenvale): About 75 
workers went on s t r i k e i n support o f a R1,00 an 
hour Increase. The fo l lowing day the workers had 
returned to work pending t a l k s between management end 
the FOSATU-eff l l leted Paper, Mood and A l l i e d workers' 
Union l e t e r the t months (S ta r , 0 4 . 0 2 . 8 2 ) . 

No f u r t h e r news. 

Patons and Baldwins Tex t i l es (Rendfontein); A three 
hour work stoppage occurred a t t h i s f i r m on 8 
February. Over 200 workers threatened to go on 
e t r l k e i f money that had bean deducted from t h e i r 
wages ems not returned t o them. Negotiations 
began between management end the T e x t i l e Workers' 
Union. The workers agreed to r e t u r n t o work on 
condit ion that management suspend e l l f u r t h e r 
deductions while negotiat ions were taking p l a c e . 
The explanation thet management gave f o r the 
deductions was that the computer had meda tax 
deductions that were too low during 1981. A 
spokesperson for the union said tha t I t was t r y i n g to 
get a f u l l explanation from management and would 
then decide on possible f u r t h e r ec t ion (Sew*tan, 
0 9 . 0 2 . 8 2 ) . 

Power Steel ( w a d e v i l l e ) : For information of e a r l i e r 
s t r i k e ac t ion aae WP 2 1 : 5 6 . 

An undisclosed rx*rt>er of workers damned too ls 
i n e a r l y March, demanding mage increases. Vorker 
representet ives and management T * reported to be 
holding ta lks (Sowetan, 0 3 . 0 3 . 8 2 ) . 

No fur ther news. 
• 

Rand Scrap Iron (Germlston): 500 workers downed tools 
at t h i s p lant on 10 mwrch, 1982, asking f o r higher 
wages. The company a l leged that s t r i k i n g workers 
had stoned vehlc lee attempting to enter the p l a n t . 
About 150 workers returned to work and management 

eeid they would take back most o f the r e s t , sxcept 
f o r those who had been involved i n stone throwing 
(BOM, 11 .03 .82 ) . 

Remarque Wwar (Doornfontein, Johannesburg): On Tuesday, 
2 march, more than 100 workers a t t h i s c lo th ing f i rm 
went on s t r i k e , over the dismissal o f e shop steward 
who had taken wage dmwande to management, 

The workers went beck t o work shor t ly e f t e r the 
s t r i k e began e f t e r being granted a R2,00 weakly 
increase, and having tha shop steward re ins ta ted . 

Ram Clothing (see Jeys) . 

RmB Dress flBWEm1: * b r i e f steppage occurred on 
12 March. Ho f u r t h e r news. 

SA Abbatolr Company (Krugersdorp): Workers downed 
tools a t t h i s f i rm protest ing about tha dismissal 
o f a unman shop steward. The general secretary of 
the CUBA-af f i l i a ted Food, Beverage and A l l i e d 
Workers' Union said the t the f i rm had previously 
refused to recognise the union because i t was not 
reg is te red . He claimed the union had a membership of 
about 200 workers a t tha p lant (ROM, 0 2 . 0 3 . 0 2 ) . 

The fol lowing day workers returned to work 
a f t e r assurances from management that no f u r t h e r 
workers mould be f i r e d ( S t a r , 0 3 . 0 3 . 8 2 ) . 

Sapakoa Tea Plantat ions (Tzaneen): M P has Juet come 
across a report dating back t o l a t e l a s t year , and 
r e f e r r i n g t o s t r ikes a t the Sapakoa Tea Plantat ions* 

I t appears t h a t on Fr iday , 30 October, 1961, 
400 women frtjm the company's Grenshoek tea p l a n t a t i o n 
marched on T i n m e n . They eere stopped by pol lcs when 
about ten kea, from the town. On Saturday morning 
they ware paid o f f , but management said tha t the 
next Monday, 2 November, they were a l l back at work. 

On Monday, 2 November, 600 workers from the 
Hlddelkop p lanta t ion marched on Tzaneen, but were, 
i n turn stopoed by po l ice a few kas from Tzaneen. 
They eere said to have been carry ing f l a g s , s t icks 
and singing while marching i n an order ly column. 
DJ Penwi l l , managing d i r e c t o r of the company, eeid 
that they had no mage demands, although an amount 
of a monthly increase of R36,00 had been mentioned 
(See ld , 0 3 . 1 1 . 8 1 ) . 

Ww have no f u r t h e r information on these events. 
• 

SA epatherwmsr (mayfair , Johannesburg): On 9 March, 
1962, workers struck demanding wage increases. 
They returned t o eork tha fo l lowing day e f t e r 
management had of fered a R5,Q0 par weak production 
bonus. 

Sharp: A s t r i k e a t a f i r m I d e n t i f i e d as 'Sharp' by 
workwrs was mentioned i n e report (ROM, 0 4 . 0 3 . 8 2 ) . 

Sukl iCrawfqrg (Johannesburg): A b r i e f stoppage 
took place o n 12 March. 39 workers struck demanding 
wage incraases. They returned to eork a f t e r they 
had been promised a R3,00 weakly increase. 

Transvaal mailamble Foundries: 360 workers refused 
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to work in protes t against tha d ismissa l of two 
col leagues* MX "*re dismissed but l a t er r e 
employ** (Star , 05*03 .62) . 

Unilever (Boksburg): About 200 writer* e t the Lever 
Brothers plant struck for o few hours on 25 February. 
This wee i n p r o t e s t over t h e d i smissa l of some of 
t h e i r c o l l e a g u e s . The return t o work happened In 
tereis of a d i spute procedure agreed upon by the 
CU&A-effiliated Food, Beverage and A l l i e d workers* 
Union and Unilever l aa t rwjvember* 

A Wolff General Engineers ( t a l t l t u , Pra tor l e ) : At 
t h i s factory 40 coloured painter* and welders res igned. 
They were protes t ing about the fac t tha t they were to 
be replaced by a fr i can workers. One of then sa id , 
• I f blexka take our p o a i t i o n s they w i l l work for l a s t -
pay* (Star . 2 1 . 0 1 . 6 2 ) . 

aoltube (Cwrmleton): About ?60 workers struck 
demanding t h e dlsaj issal of a white s e c u r i t y guard. 
He was dismissed two days l a t e r and the a tr lkers 
returned to work* 

KATAL 
Beta ( trading a s KweZulu Shoe Cofrpanv) (Loskop, near 
Cetcourt): t h i s factory i s owned Jo in t ly by the 
(Canadian based) Beta company (holding a t eo th irds 
share) , and the state**. Corporation for Economic 
Development (CEO) (one third s h a r e ) . 

The F08ATU-affi l iated National Union of T e x t i l e 
Woxkere (MJTw) has been a c t i v e in organising tha 
workers a t the fac tory . At a union meeting a woman 
worker nad coapls lned of i l l - t r ea tment by a supervisor 
a t tha firm. She wee subseojuantly dl&misssed and 
another 100 woifeers were to ld that they would a l s o 
be f i red i f they attended union meet ings . 

On Monday, 22 February, TOO eorkara e t the KSC 
want on s tr ike in support of tha dismissed worker* 
workers ears e e i d to be earning 1)14 e week. When the 
Industr ia l Council f o r the Leather Industry was asked 
t o coawont on these wages, they aald that there was 
nothing they could do a s tha factory 'was not i n 
South Africa*! (Natal Usrcury t 2 4 , 0 2 . 6 2 ) . 

The IC spokeaparaon confirmed that the wages 
paid by the KSC were far below tha minimum l a i d 
down by tha IC f o r tha f a c t o r i e s in the induetry ' 
( ' e ^ n e f l ink ing worker, respons ib le for cut t ing out 
the uppers, was paid a minimum of R7dt41 a week, 
ectordlng t o tha (IC) agreement"). 

P h i l i p Kotxenberg, ftsnlor l l a l e o n o f f i c e r 
of the CEO, sa id that the Corporation "did not i n t e r 
f e r e i n eny o f t h e homeland I n d u s t r i e s ' eat up by tha 
CEO. I t was a matter between management end workers. 

Ha aald tha primary objec t ive of the corporation 
wee t o provide work i n tha rural a r e a s . I t 
could not do t h i a i f i t had to adhere t o tha 
minimum wages l a i d down for metropolitan areas 
by tha various Industrial c o u n c i l s , 
(Natal mercury. 2a .02 .62) 
Obed Zume, general secretary of the NUTV, sa id 

that the matter had a l s o been taken up with the 
KwaZulu L e g i s l a t i v e Assembly and the loca l c h i e f , 
esklng them to exert pressurs . 

On fednesday, Za February, workers a l l e g e d l y 
decided t o return t o work, a f t e r an NUTS meeting. 
'Community c o u n c i l l o r s ' ( ? ) had e a r l i e r asked ths 
worksrs ( a t management's reques t ) t o return to work. 
The workers refused t o l i s t e n to t h i s request . 

There i s e considerable broek in the coverage of 
th i s s t r i k e that aa have a t our d i s p o s a l , dealing 
with tha next few weeks. 

I t was reported on 16 March that 700 workers 
had been f i red ' l e s t Thursday* ( l a 11 Merer*}. x n 
tha s a w report i t was said that tha NUTV said 
tha t management would not speak to them or to the 
KwaZulu 'labour o f f i c e r * . The union a l s o said that 
there had been no production a t the factory s ince 
the d i s m i s s a l s . 

Howevsr, another report (Echo, supplement to 
the Natal ( f i tness , 18 .03 .62 ) s a i d that ZA Khenyile, 
the KwaZulu 'labour o f f i c e r ' had mat with manmgeaint. 

Evan on the f l imsy newe wa have on th ia e t r l k e 
I t I s obvious that there are eeverel important 
aspmcts t o i t : I t draws a t t e n t i o n to tha nature of 
foreign investment (some of i t ) i n South Africa , 
w i l l i n g t o make the most of t h e extremely exp lo i tab le 
condi t ions that e x i s t in tha bsntustana; i t draws 
a t t e n t i o n t o l i n k s between foreign companies and the 
CEO, under the guise of providing employment 
opportuni t ies ; i t shows up the l l m l t e t i o n s to the 
Industr ia l counci l system whan i t comes to s e t t i n g 
wages; the d i f f i c u l t i e s of organising workers In 
condi t ions of poverty end unemployment are present; 
and i t r a i s e s the i n t e r e s t i n g aspect of the 
r e l e t l o n e h l p between the bantustan a u t h o r i t i e s 
( in t h i s cane the pro-Investment Buthelezl region) 
end ( h e workers s i t u a t e d e t t h l n t h e i r areas - ehat 
was t h e l i n e that the 'labour o f f i c e r ' took with the 
KSC management, and how did tha ch ie f respond t o the 
reouest that he exert pressure on the company? 

Hopefully one of our readers w i l l be able t o 
f i l l ua In on these and many other Questions that 
a r i s e out of t h i a s t r i k e . 

Defy (Jacobs, Ourban): See) IIP21:S2. 
The evening s h i f t on Monday, 1 Februory, refused t o 
start work and by tha next day a l l 1 200 workers 
ware on s t r i k e . The i s sue was, once more, workers* 
contr ibut ions t o and withdrawal from the pension 
fund administered through tha Induetrlal Council 
for tha s t e e l industry , t o which Defy belongs. 

The South African A l l i e d Workers Union ( S A M U ) , 
representing most of the Defy workare, were ta ic 
t o be holding t a l k s with representat ive* of the 
pension fund.Oefy d lrec tora said that tha company 
had appl ied t o tha Indus tr ia l Council t o withdraw from 
the t h e Group metal Industr ies Pension Fund, and to 
e s t a b l i s h a pr iva te schema. 

SCIFSA, t h e employer body in tha industi-y, said 
that i t was examining the pension lasue * but a t the 
monmnt contrlbut iona cannot be withdrawn un i te* the 
employee laavea tha induetry, end then only * f t * r s i x 
montha have expired. This was already e change from 
the previous ' frozen' pension s l t u e t i o n (frozen unt i l 
death o r retirement] - e condi t ion the earns *is tha t 
proposed and dropped In tha s t a t e ' s Psntion B i n . As 
for tha s i x month delay, Sam von Caller (SEIFfiA 

d irec tor ) said that *ww have asaumad that for tha f i r s t 
s i x months a f t e r a worker loaae a Job, ha w i l l be e b i e 
t o cleim from the uViemployment Insurance Fund' [HOM, 
10 .02 .62 ) , 

On Thursday, 4 February, a f t e r an ultimatum t o 
return to eork t a l l workers eare f i red aa 'tha 
coapeny could no longer t o l e r a t e the eorkere* 
continued absence and refusal t o work' (R0II, 0 5 . 0 2 . 8 2 ) . 

Herbert 8ernabus, notional organiser of tha 
SAAftU, said that a workers' committee had to ld 
management that they would meat the ultimatum "if 
Omfy could s e t t l e the pension i s sue within tha next 
two weeks' (Natel Mercury, 0 9 . 0 2 . 6 2 ) . The workare 
were e l s o awaiting tha arr iva l of t h e i r lawyer, 
Graham Dyson, from Johannesburg. 

Defy was reported t o be taking on workers from 
Monday, 8 February. 8y that day tha atrlka was s a id 
(by d irec tor R C o l l i e ) to have cost tha firm ft1,4-n. 
Fired employe** could reapply for t h e i r Jobe but 
would l o s e long-service benef l ta . 

No further lnfonest ion a t present . 

Herkel Chemical manufacturers (Prospecton, Ourban): 
Bee SIP 21:53. 230 workers were f ired on 10 March 
a f t er being on a tr lka (from reports a t hand I t i s 
not c l ear for now long) over pension fund refunds, 
wages, and the nee s h i f t system which decreased the 
d i f f e r e n c e ' i n wee** paid t o s h i f t and day workers, 

Tha FOBATU-affiliated CWIU and mnagemwnt warm 
set to meat on 24 March. Tha International Chemical 
and Energy Federation (Geneva-based, with mora than 
6HP a f f i l i a t e d workers In ternat iona l ly ) s a id that 
they would support a boycott of Henkel products i f 
eorkere mere not re ins ta ted , 75 workers had been 
taken bee*. Among thoee l e f t out eaa CttlU national 
pres ident , Able Ces le (Sunday Tribune, 2 1 . 0 3 , 6 2 ) . 
(Information seams t o Indicate that tha tftrtke 
s tar ted on Monday, 8 March). 

Iscor (Newcastle): Sea *IP 20:4? for coverage of the 
s t r i k e a t t h l e p l a n t . The Industrial Council for 
the Iron, S t e a l , Engineering and Metallurgical 
Industry, could not reso lve the dispute batwean Iscor 
and the Black Al l ied workers' Union (BAKU). Tha 
meeting of tha IC ( in October 1961) d i scus sad tha 
c a l l by tha union f o r reinstatement with f u l l pay 
of tha 76 f ired workers. l ecor would only take them 
beck -on merit* (S tar , 15 .10.B1) . • 

McKlnnpn Cftaln (Pietermerlt iburg): 90 workers, who 
had downed t o o l s on Monday, 15 February, over 
a l l eged non-payaant of promised eage increesee 
ware e v i c t e d from t h e companyTs premises by p o l i c e 
that same afternoon. The next day they ware to ld 
that they had bean dismissed. 

A UAWU organiser had said that managament 
i n e l s t e d thet wege dec i s ions be negotiated at 
Industrial counci l l e v e l . Tha union ems considering 
contact ing tha USA parent company of VcKlnnon Chain. 

Mgndi Umber m i l l (Port Ournford, north c o a a t ) : 
Al l 131 workera (120 of them members o f the FOBATlH-
e f f i l i a t e d Paper, flood and A l l i e d workare Union), 
were dismissed on Friday, 5 February, a f t er having gone 
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cxi a t r i k a the grovioua day. Tho issue aaa ovar panaion 
fund contr ibut ions which th« workers demanded to hava 
repa id . Manmflaaent said t h a t they would hava to 
r a t i o n t o oa t the money back. Tha workara refused 
t o res ign , but a lso rafuaad t o work. 

They aould not accapt t h e i r wages. Said P t M U 
organiser, Pat Horn, 'Mondi workers a r a emphatically 
oppoaad t o belonging to tha panaion schema and thay 
a r a deaandlng that thay ba consulted on t h l a bafora 
f i n a l po l icy daclalona ara a a d a ^ N a t a l Mercury, 
0 6 . 0 2 * 8 2 ) . 

Tha aanageewjnt a t tha Anglo American 
owned f i r m , s teadfast ly rafuaad to daa l with tha 
P t m u , u n t i l l a t a i n tha a t r i k a . 

On 15 February, a l l 131 eorkere -a ra tafcan on 
aga in , a l t h t h a undaratandlng that tha panaion 
scheme aould ba i n v e s t i g a t e d , and aorkara kept 
Informed of prooraaa ( N a t a l Mercury, 16 .02 .62} . 

Natal A f r i can Bl ind Soclaty ( U a l a x l ) : Af tar having 
baan on a t r i k a f o r a week, 99 b l ind aorkara a t t h i a 
cana aork fac tory aara f i r e d on Thursday, 11 
Fabruary. Thay aara d i a a a t i a f i a d with an incraaaa 
i n tha boarding r a t a f r o - R1.90 t o R2,fl0 a aaak 
( I n aomw.casee) (ona-a igth of t h a l r a a l a r y ) . Thla 
increase aaa sa id to ba necessary t o cut ' the 
trawandoui lows* a t ahlch t h a l r hoatal aaa aa id 
(by NWS eecretary , L o v a l l Oraana) to ba running. 

Tha aorkara aara glvan a daadl lna of tOhOO 
on Saturday, 13 Fabruary, to leave tha hoatal and 
had not baan fad since tha day bafora thay aara 
f i r e d ('because thay aara no longar employed by 
tha f a c t o r y * , aa ld d i rec tor J nandels) . 

H Gerrabue, of tha B l ind A l l i e d workers' 
union, aald t h a t aorkara aantad t o ba chargad tha 
same r a t a f o r lodging, and not a proport ional aaount 
of t h a l r a a l a r l a a (aa ld t o ranga f r o a Re,00 t o 822 ,00 ) * 

then tha aorkara rafuaad t o laava thay aara 
chargad a l t h traapaaalng i n tha hoa ta l , ahlch tha 
aorkara aald thay regarded aa ' t h a l r home*;* 

Randala aaa la tar persuaded, by KaaZulu a u t h o r i t y 
o f f i c i a l s t o feerj tha aorkara (KaaZulu oana tha 
factory bu i ld ing* run by tha NABS on an agency baala ) . 

On Monday, 15 Fabruary, 62 aorkara appaarad i n 
tha u W a z i magistrates* c o u r t , chargad a l t h 
t respassing. On 1? February, thay aara found 
g u i l t y and t h a l r sentences (R30,00 or 30 dayo) 
aara suspended on condi t ion t h a t thay laava tha 
praa laaa . CJ A lbar tyn , f o r tha dafanca, arrangad a 
stay of ona night a t tha h o a t a l . 

Tha aorkara appl ied t o tha Supreme Court t o 
ba a l loaad t o atay i n tha h o a t a l . Randala aaa 
ordarad to ahoa cauaa (by 5 March) any ha ahould not 
ba pravarrtad froat e jec t ing tha aorkara. 

No f u r t h a r i n f o r a a t l o n ava i lab le to ua. 

Progress Industr las (llamaarsdale): 80 aorkara l o a t 
t h a l r Jobs on Fr iday . 12 March ( ? ) , a f t e r protest ing 
ovaraagaa (S ta r , 1 6 . 0 3 . 8 2 ) . Tha f l r a d aorkara 
demanded t h a t a l l o f thaa ba r a l n a t a t a d . eenapmaent 
rafuaad and another 900 than aant on a t r i k a . Thay 
aara given u n t i l Vadnaaday, 1? March, to r a t u r n t o 
aork. I t aaa than announoad t h a t aanagaaant would 
take on tha 80 aho had baan f l r a d . 

Tha Nat ional union of T a x t l l a aorkara aa ld tha t 
thay aould t a l k to managsaint about aorkara* ahort 
pay, and recognit ion of tha union. 

Richards Bay Minerals (Rlchexda Bay): Saa « P 1 9 ; a 6 . 
Following tha a t r i k a i n 1981, tha I n t a m a t i o n a l M e t a l 
workers* Fadarat lon ( H F ) aa ld tha t Canadian aorkara 
aara baing asked "to uaa t h a l r In f luence ' t o win tha 
reinstatement of ASM aorkara ( tha IMF aa ld tha t a 
Canadian company oanad 31% of tha aharaa i n R8**)• 

Matthews Oliphant (now deta ined) , ganaral 
eecretary of tha Nat iona l Fadarat lon of torkara (NFW), 
whosa a f f l l l a t a tha Nat iona l I r o n , S t e e l , Metal and 
A l l l a d Workers* union was aa ld t o hava baan involved 
I n tha d ispute , aa id t h a t a handling boycott o f 
s taa l exported by W might ba requested. Ha aa id tha t 
l i f e 'had baan aada " h a l l " f o r workers since tha 
stoppage' ( K M , W . 0 2 . 6 2 ) . 

T and C Organic (Mandin l ) : Morkers on two s h i f t s a t 
t h l a fac tory want on a t r i k a on Fr iday , 6 February, 
protest ing a t tha diawiisaal o f two shop stewards 
tha previous day ( C l t l z e n , 0 6 . 0 2 . 8 2 ) . 

No f u r t h e r in format ion. 

Tongeat M i l l i n g (Ea tcour t ) t An incomplete report 
said that tSO aorkara had baan f l r a d on Thursday, 
11 March ( ? ) , a f t e r demanding tha d l a a i a a a l of a f o r e -
man (S ta r , 1 8 . 0 3 . 6 2 ) . Tha Sweat, Food and A l l l a d 
workers1 Union aaa aald to ba Involved i n recogni t ion 
ta lks at the factory* Workers eeie c a l l i n g f o r f u l l 
re instatement , wh i le manug—nt ware aald t o be • 
planning ' s e l e c t i v e 1 re employment. 

No f u r t h a r naaa a v a i l a b l e t o ua. 

T u m a l l Ltd (Jacobs): About 400 aorkara downed toola 
during tha aaak ending Fr iday , 12 March over union 
recogni t ion demands ( ' E c h o ' , euppleaejnt to tha Natal 
wi tness, 1 8 . 0 3 . 6 2 ) . 

From another repor t (Nata l Mercury, 16.03.82) i t 
appears tha t tha aorkara had downed too la on wwoneeday, 
K) March. aWvjgeaant aaid tha t moat o f tha aorkara 
had raturned by tha F r i d a y . 

Vlckers Lenning ( i s i t h a b a ) : On 16 November, 1961, 
265 workers (almost tha e n t i r e workforce) aara 
diaalasad fo l lowing a s t r i k e , and deaanda t o ba paid 
while on s t r i k e . 

The aorkara* a c t i o n a t t h l a 'growth po in t * 
fac tory I n KaaZulu, aaa aa ld t o hava star ted on 
12 Noveaber, over 'gr ievance procedure* . Management 
aa id tha t 'eoma' workara aould ba reh i red (Nata l 
UwTCUTy, 1 8 . 1 1 . 6 1 ) . 

No furthar information available to ua. 

Zlnkwexl Caravan Park (nor th coaat ) : (See t I P 2 1 : 6 6 ) . 
Tha trespass t r i a l of 43 workers continued i n February* 
21 of tha aorkara ware found g u i l t y , cautioned aod 
discharged. 

WYSTETW CAPE 
Ley!and (Cope Town): Saw W1P20:49 f o r previous 
coverage and references. Lata I n 1961 tha Layland 
company aada an o f f e r o f R1 (m) par hour as I t s minimum 

wage r a t e f o r tha 2 000 workers employed a t i t a two 
Cape Town p l a n t e . Thla aaa rejected by the F08ATU-
a f f i l i a t e d Nat ional Automobile and A l l i e d aorkara* 
Union (NAAWJ), aho aakad f o r A1,80 an hour ainlmua. 

Ear ly i n Fabruary the company asked the s t a t e to 
appoint a c o n c i l i a t i o n board t o mediate i n tha dispute 
between i t and tha NAAVU. F a i l u r e t o s e t t l e a f t e r 
t h i s step could have led t o a l ega l lock-out by * 

Layland of tha aorkara employed by tha company. 
NAAVU members had aald tha t thay would accapt 

R1.96 , i f new negotiat ions aara held I n June ( a f t e r 
alx months). Layland wanted the r a t a t o stand f o r " 
12 montha. 

On 12 march i t was announced that t h a diapute aaa 
s e t t l e d . From preas reports i t appears tha t NAAJIU 
won t h e i r demand f o r aage negotiations i n June, and 
accepted the R1»76 and hour ainlmua r a t a f roa January 
t o t h l a d a t a . 

EASTERN CAPE 
VolkswagenTuitenhoge): On Fr iday , 5 Fabruary, two • 
workers were f i r e d , f o r 'd isc ip l ina ry reasons' . On 
Tuesday 200 workara vent on s t r i k e end ahut down several 
production l l n e e . Thay returned t o work on thw same 
day while NAAMU shop stewards and o f f i c i a l s continued 
negotiat ions wi th managamant. 

No f u r t h a r neve a v a i l a b l e to ue. 
Saw WIP20:49 f o r previoue coverage. Alao MIP21:60. 

Wilson-ftowntree (East London): Saa « P 2 l : o 6 - 8 ; 
WIP20:50. 

The B r i t i s h D i s t r i b u t i v e and A l l i e d Mockers' 
Union (OAWU) and tha Transport and General Workers* 
Union (TGwXJ) demanded I n aloXJanuary t h a t K leOf r -
Rowntrea recognise tha South Afr ican A l l l a d starkera* 
Union (SAAtu) and re ins ta te the dismissed workara, 
otherwise ac t ion would be taken against tha LK-ba&ed 
parent company, Aoantrae-4leck 1 ntosh. 

La ter t h a t month people marched through tha 
s t reets of York, demanding reinstatement of the f i r e d 
workwra. York l a tha I n t e r n a t i o n a l haadouartara of 
Ro wo t ree Mackintosh, flown t ree Mackintosh shop 
stewerde proposed, i n February, tha t the matter o f 
the f a t a of tha South Afr ican workara ba raised 
w i t h i n tha B r i t i s h Trade Union Congraaa. 

MINING 
Veal fleefs gold mine (Orkney): Miner George Nor t je 
was stabbed to death a f t e r an underground argument 
on 26 January. No f u r t h a r Information a v a i l a b l e , other 
than that a man was t o hava appaarad i n tha loca l 
magis t ra te 's court tha next day i n connection wi th 
t h a inc ident * 

Buf fe le fon ta ln Mine ( S t l l f o n t a i n ) : Miner Leonard 
Johanna* Woeat was stabbed t o death on 12 Fabruary 
by an a f r l c a n miner a f t e r an argument whi le on duty . 

No f u r t h e r Information other than thet a mlner 
me* t o hava appaarad i n tha 8 t l l f o n t o i n magistrate 's 
court on Monday, 15 February. 

Ermelo coa l mine (Ermelo): On 17 March 900 a f r i c a n 
Miners ' r i o t e d * f o r three houra, demanding that tha 
l a s t Saturday of every month ba f ree t o allow thaa) t o 
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mturn to t h « l r homes I n the bantuetens. I t appears 
Chat they were w i l l i n g to work i n time t o make t h i s 
possib le . 

Conf l i c t ing statements by o f f i c i a l s o f the 
o«n»ra of tha mine, Gwncor, described demege as 
'minimal' end as ( t h a worst I hava 9mmn% ( S t a r , 
1 8 . 0 3 . 0 2 ) . 

Tha s i t u a t i o n wee a t i l l tansa tha n * * t morning 
and tha t rouble was expected to spread to otner mine* 
a t aome atage. Horkere agreed to r a t u r n to vork while 
tha matter was being discussed wi th tha white unions. 
Thasa unions coma i n t o tha p i c t u r e because thay had 
agreed to an 11-day f o r t n i g h t , on tha way t o e s t a b l i s h -
ing a f ive-day working week (cha i r u l t imata demand). 
Tha a f r i c a n miners' demends would, t h e r e f o r e , mean that 
not a l l white miners would have a regular 11-day 
f o r t n i g h t . 

A r r i e Paulus, generel secretary of the Uineworfcera' 
Union, said tha t he hod refused the request f o r the 
and of the month frm Saturday - ' the only change 
h i s union would favour would be a f ive-day weak*. 

Negotiations between Gencor and whi te ( ! ) unions 
were aaid to be cont inuing. 

TRADE UHIOTS AMD uMONISTS 
Tha Ciskei a u t h o r i t i e s are taking a long hard look a t 
the South A f r i can A l l i e d workers Union (SAAtfU) a f t e r 
the l a t e a t t r i a l o f s t rength between the two bodies. 

A mammoth cour t cese which lad to the convict ion 
of 35 SAAmU members under tha Riotous Assemblies Act 
waa only the l e s t o f severel clashes betwaen the tract* 
union and the 'government' i t so at rongly r e j e c t s . 

Held i n the Zwelitsha mag is t ra te 's c o u r t , the 
case was completed some three months a f t e r i t opened, 
whan 35 ' c iake len t * were charged under one of several 
eecur l ty lews reta ined whan the bantuaten opted f o r 
South A f r i c a ' s version of ' Independence'. Forty-two 
SAAiU members were o r i g i n a j l y charged wi th i n c i t i n g 
publ ic violence a t a bus terminus I n Udantsane 
during September las t year (see * I P 2 0 : S 0 ) . They were 
e l l e r reated a f t e r g e t t i n g o f f a bua tmklng them home 
f roa a SAAWU meeting held a t the height of the 
•11son Rowntree d ispute . 

They e l a o a l l e g e d l y sang Inflammatory songs 
c a l l i n g f o r the head of the Ciakai Central I n t e l l i g e n c e 
Service ( the CCIS), Uejor General Charles Sebe, t o be 
k i l l e d . 

During the t r i a l CCIS members t o l d how the bus 
arr ived at the terminus with people singing l o u d l y , 
wh i le other atuck clenched f l e t a out o f tha windows. 
Some passengers were a l l e g e d l y elnging 'Charles Saba 
w i l l d i e ' and said tha t thay would -always fo l low 
Gqweta', « reference to SAAWU preaident Thozemlle 
Gqwete. 

At the end of the s t a t e ' e came SAAPJPJ's advocate, 
M Brassey, c e l l e d f o r e l l 42 t o be discharged, eeylng 
thet the prosecutor had f e l l e d t o prove who the 
p r i n c i p a l perpet re tors were and what t h e i r cowman cause 
was. 

The magist rate . J K o t i e , turned down the 
a p p l i c a t i o n , saying that he could not r e j e c t e l l the 
fttata evidence. 

Of the o r i g i n a l 4 ? f 36 were found g u i l t y on the 
• e l n -Jrirpe of incitement end sentenced to pay P10G 

f i n e s . They were e l s o sentenced t o nine months 
Imprisonment each, suspended condi t ional ly f o r f i v e 
years. 

f i v e were found not g u i l t y end discharged e f t a r 
claiming they wwrw ' innocent bystanders ' , A warrant 
o f a r r e s t was issued f o r m s i x t h accused, Nuku K o l i a i , 
who f e l l e d to eppeer on the day of Judgement, 

The 42nd accused did not l i v e to see the end of 
the t r a i l . He was stabbed to death over the Christmas 
period i n a brawl . 

A f t e r sentence was p » s e d Sebe warned that the 
Clekel was considering banning SAAVU. 

'X have seld on var ious occasions they (SAWJ) 
do not atand f o r any t r a d e un ion* , he t o l d the Oe l l y 
Dispatch newspaper. 'Today we have brought them t o 
court and got a c o n v i c t i o n . X em glad we have proven 
our case to the » r l d . 

•ww have b—n accused, p a r t i c u l a r l y mm, of 
harassing SAA*U members. U i s now i n the hands of 
the government whether t o ben SAAVU.* 

The Ciskelan threa t ccjnws e t the end of e long, 
sometimes v ic ious war between the two bodies. 

Just over two years BQO the Ciskei a u t h o r i t i e s 
f i r e d the f i r s t shots i n tha war when i t refused to 
g ive 8ANPAJ o f f i c e e i n the Mdantsa/iw shopping complex 
- Sebe cleimed trade un ion* were redundant i n the 
Ciskei because tha 'government of Ciskei looks Into 
the problems of wvery worker* . 

Since then approximately 300 SAAMu membere have 
been dete lned, e i the r by the South Afr ican secur i ty 
po l i ce o r the CCIS. 

Thozemlle Oqwete himself has been detained 
f i v e tinw without being convicted of en of fence, and 
wee a lso picked up during tha Zwelitsha t r i a l . A f ter 
being accused by CCIS o f f i c e r s of 'waking pe t re l 
bombs end pamphlets1 , he ems re leased. 

Lest year 6Qweta*s home was mysteriously set 
e l i g h t end two close r e l a t i v e s - h is mother and an 
uncle - d ied i n the f i r e , a l l e g e d l y because somebody 
had wirwd bcth entrances closed (see « P 2 1 : 6 1 - 3 ) . 

At t h e i r funere l Gamete's g i r l f r i e n d , Oeliswe 
Roxiso, was shot deed when shots were f i r e d et a 
crowd of mourners. 

Recently Thoiemlle Gq%eta was detained f o r 66 
days by the South A f r i can secur i ty p o l i c e . He wee 
released * f o r hee l th reesone* e f t e r being admitted 
to a psychia t r ic ward. 

- Eastern Cape correspondent. 

The deeth I n detent ion of mall Aggett hee domineted 
the labour scene both l o c a l l y and I n t e r n a t i o n a l l y . 
I t l a q u i t e remarkable how the a t e t e and i t s media/ 
propaganda arm, the 9A8C, has toned down i t s coveregw 
of the Polish s i t u e t l o n now thet the loca l repression 
of the working class and i t s leaders hee hed such 
i n t e r n e t l o n e l coverege. 

H e l l Aggett was not the f i r s t , end w i l l probebly 
not be t h e l e s t . Trade un ion is ts who e r e known to 
have died i n detent ion: 

Looksmert Ngudle September 1963 
Celeb mwyeklso 1969 
Luke wwzwembe 1976 
Lawrence Ndzenge January iffTfi 
E l i j a h L O M 1977 
N e i l Aggett February 1982 

The o f f i c e s of the Black A l l i e d worker* Union 
(BAeU) i n Nmwceetle were raided by secur i ty po l i ce en 
Tuesday, 19 Jenuery, 1961. Documents end some 
correspondence waa removed, 

A preyer meeting that was t o be held by t h e 
Uwdle fforkers1 Associat ion of South A f r i c a (sVASA) 
was cancelled when the secur i ty po l i ce in t imidated t h e 
p r l e a t i n whose church I t was t o have teken p l a c e . 
Cers of MMASA members who were already e t the venue 
were searched { S t a r , 1 5 . 0 2 . 6 2 ) . 

The South Afr ican A l l i e d Vorkers* Union (SAAVU) 
has come i n f o r more than l t e shere of the ln t lm lde t ion 
and harassment of the secur i ty po l icw, both I n the 
Ciskei bentustan (see above) and the nat iona l secur i ty 
p o l i c e . During the f i r s t week of February the o f f i c e s 
of the union i n Eest London were raided three times i n 
tec deys. The o f f i c l e l s present were t o l d the t they 
had no r i g h t to be I n South Af r ica as they were 
foreigners from the C i e k e i . The need of the secur i ty 
po l i ce i n East London, Colonel *P >M> der mwrwe, said 
the t t h e o f f i c e e had Hot been ' r a ided ' but the t they 
hod been ' v i s i t e d 1 , and that some documentation had 
been removed. The union was using a disused church 

h e l l a * o f f i c e s , heving been evicted from t h e i r o f f i c e s 
i n the c i t y . 

Two o f f i c i a l s had been taken away by thw secur i ty 
pol ice f o r quest ioning. They were releesed two hours 
l a t e r . 

I t i s feared by t rade un lon is ta the t enother tool 
could be added to the Array of secur i ty mmesures thet 
can already be, and i s being used agalnat them. This 
i s the recommendation by the Reels Commission thet 
' l n t l m l d e t i o n ' be declered a crime ( t h i s would proh ib i t 
anybody 'from compelling or inducing another person 
from doing any act or forcing, another t o adopt or 
abandon e c e r t a i n v iewpo in t ' ) * Anyone found g u i l t y o f 
t h i s ' c r ime ' would be l l e o l e t o a R20 000 f i n e or 
ten yeers imprisonment* or both . P icket ing l a e t 
present being 'dlecourmged' through the epp l lce t lon 
of the Riotous Assemblies Act . 

The case i n which 40 workers who hed been involved 
i n the s t r i k e et Rely Prec is ion Casting are suing the 
Min is ter o f Po l ice f o r R1 500 each, continued during 
January and Februery. The workera a l lege thet they 
were beaten up by the p o l i c e . Thia cese w i l l be 
w r i t t e n up l a t e r . See 1IP21:59 f o r references 
to previous coverege of the s t r i k e et the f i r e ) . 

The Minister of Po l ice eeld i n rep ly t o e queetion i n 
perliement the t e t o t e l o f 21 t rade un lon is ta hed been 
detelned i n South A f r i c e since the beginning of 1961. 
Ten of these people, according to the M i n i s t e r , had 
benn released without cherge and the othmra were i n 
detent ion under the Terrorism Act (RDM, 2 6 . 0 2 . 8 ? ) . 
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T rade u n i o n r e l a t e d p e o p l e known t o b 
a t 1 5 . 0 3 , 8 ? ( c e n t r a l s t e t e ) : 
G a t e o f d e t e n t i o n *jwwe 

2 4 . 0 9 . 8 1 A l a n F i n e 

2 3 - 1 1 . 8 1 
2 7 . 1 1 . B 1 

O B - 1 2 - 8 1 
1 1 . 1 Z . 8 1 
? . 1 2 . 8 1 
1 3 . 0 3 . 8 2 

• I n d e t e n t i o n a s 

u n l o n / c f o j e n l s a t i p n 
Ass Sec I t t « « t e r ! ; r a n d 
L i q u o r and C a t e r i n g Trade 
e x - o h b m u n i c i p a l Employees' 
Gan-Sac t CCAwYJSA 
Gen-Gee, SAJWJ 

P r o a , G M U 
O r g - S a c ; G M U 
Editor, SHB 
A s s o c l a t a d a l t h IAS 
V - P r e s , S A M U 
Branch C h e l r , SAA*U 

B M W 

• o n t y Nersoo 
wfesh ln ln i 

K l k l n a 

Mflou 
R i t a Ndzange 
M a r i a F a v l s 
L i z F i o r d 
S i s a N j l k e l t 
E r i c Hntonga 
H Teho 
e a t t h e w s O l i p h a n t Gen~Sac, e F l 

T rade 

0 3 , 0 6 

2 6 . 0 6 
2 7 . 1 1 . 

2 9 . 0 1 
0 ? , G 3 

u n i o n r e l a t e d peop le r e l e a s e d f r a a d e t e n t i o n ; 

8 1 

81 

01 

1 3 . 0 3 . 8 2 

- 1 S . 0 2 . 8 2 ) 

0 3 . 0 3 - 8 2 ) 
- 1 2 . 0 2 - 8 ? ) 
0 9 . 0 3 . 8 ? ) 
0 5 . 0 3 - 8 2 ) 

1 5 - 0 3 . 8 2 ) 

O u s l i e wmkhende 
wmxwel l e a d l i n g o z i 
Z a n d l i e e j u z a 
w V o l i s i O ld lzw 
S i p h o P i tymna 
T h o z m a i l e Gome the 
I f iaac Ngcotoo 
wary Ntaefce 
S o l l y P h o l o t o 
E l l i o t Tshebangu 
Four unnamed trade. 

U w * i r , MAC-USA 
O f f i c i a l . UACWUSA 
O f f i c i a l , HAOtUSA 
0 r g t WC8UGA 
O r g , UftCWSA G GaUSA 
P r a s , SAA*U 

wu ;;v*:> 
Gen-Sec , GA*U 
B M U 

GAM 
u n i o n i s t s d e t a i n e d 

S e c t i o n 

8 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 

22 

6 
6 

f> 
6 
6 
6 

22 
22 
22 

1k 

TA 
TA 
TA 
TA 
TA 
TA 
TA 
TA 
TA 
TA 
GLA 

TA 
TA 
TA 
TA 
TA 
TA 
GLA 
GLA 
Q_A 

2 2 O.A 

• 1 t h w n t L h e w * O l i p h a n t Q f t h e N r V 

( a TA - T w r r o r i a a A c t ; GLA - Genera l L m Attfndeant Act 

• • D a t a I n b r a c k e t s l a t h e d a t a o f r e l e a s e ] 

STOP PfCSS 

OT t h e d e t a i n e e s m e n t i o n e d a b o v e . A l a n Vine a p p e a r e d 
I n c o u r t o n Frlomry, 2 6 e a r c h , charged u n d e r the 
T m r r o r i a e tet t o g e t h e r e i t h B a r b a r a Hoga/i and 

Oniric * i r ' J "* 
On t h e same d a y , L i z F l o y d o f t h e IAS 

r e l e a s e d f r a a d e t e n t i o n , and unconfirmed 
• p a i l t h a t I ton ty Pwsreoo has bean t r a n s f e r r e d 
to s e c t i o n 1 2 ( b ) o f t h e I n t e r n a l S e c u r i t y A c t . 

STATISTICS AMD P W J U A T I O a B 
A C e n t r e f o r B l a c k Advancement h a a been formed e i t h 
t h e i n t e n t i o n o f ' h e l p i n g mwrmgwmnnta throughout t h e 
c o u n t r y t o s a t up g r i e v a n c e p r o c e d u r e s and a l s o b u i l d 
up l i n e a o f c o e e B j n l c a t l o n w i t h w o r k e r s fco m i n i m i s e 
t h e p o a a l b l l l t y o f s t r i k e s ( C i t i z e n , 2 D . 0 1 . 6 2 ) . 

O r l a s B e a t e r , I n d u s t r i a l p s y c h o l o g i s t a t P o t c h a f s t r o o e 
u n i v e r s i t y , b e l l e v e a t h a t t t ie s p a t e o f s t r i k e s i n 
South A r r l c a e r e t h e ' b i r t h pangs o f a n e e I n d u s t r i a l 
o r d e r ' r a t h e r t h a n a n y t h i n g t o e o r r y eftwjut. H i arguem 
f r a a t h e p o i n t o f v i a e t h a t c o n f l i c t l a f u n c t i o n a l t o 
r o c l e t y , i n t h a t i t s t i m u l a t e s change I Owe I d , 0 3 . 0 2 . 8 2 ) 

Accord ing t o t h e Oepextamrit o f t h e r e 

( * 

s t r i k e * d u r i n g 
s t r i k e * a m 

1981 t h e n d u r i n g 

) , involving 

9 a 802 w o r k e r s , a l l b l a c k ( m i , 0 5 . 0 2 . 8 2 ) . These 
s t r i k e s c o s t 2 2 6 5 5 0 s h i f t s . These o f f i c i a l f i g u r e s 
d o , o f c o u r s e , o n l y r e f l e c t s t r i k e s r e p o r t e d t o t h e 
Department o f manpower. 

A f t e r the a n n u a l p l e n a r y s e s s i o n o f the C a t h o l i c 
B i s h o p s * C o n f e r e n c e , s e a t i n g i n P r e t o r i a e a r l y I n 
F e b r u a r y , the church I s s u e d a s t a t e m e n t t h a t i t e o u l d 
' t h r o e the m o r e l e a i g h t o f t h e c h u r c h ' beh ind t h e 
s t r u g g l e o f eor fcers I n South A f r i c a . T h i s s t a t e m e n t 
f o l l o e e d emny r e f e r e n c e s made t o t h e p a r a l l e l s e i t h 
t h e P o l i s h s l t u s t l o n . Archb ishop H u r l e y s a i d t h a t 
t h e m a j o r i t y o f t h e members o f the c h u r c h , mho mere 
blacfc t mould s u p p o r t the s t a t e m e n t . * 

The O ld m u t u a l ' s p e n s i o n s manmger s o l d t h a t i t 
ems l a c k o f undmrs tand ing o f t h e p e n s i o n i s s u e t h a t 
l e d t o the s t r i k e s a r o u n d t h i s i s s u e d u r i n g 1961 
( T r a n s v e l e r , 1 2 - 0 2 . 6 1 ) . 

Courts 
TEFPnOTlSM ACT TRIALS 

Oscar epwthe ( ? l ) ( Lawrence L e r o t h o l l ( 18] . morgan 
makubaie ( 1 9 ) , Aaron Tshangama ( 2 8 ) , P e t e r Kubs ( I B ) , 
A l t o n Sabums ( 1 8 ) , F u a a n l k l l e Bool ( 1 6 ) , V u y l s l l a 
Kzaze ( 1 9 ) , Johannes Nhlapo ( ? 0 ) , J e f f r e y Beeroemn ( 2 0 ] 
V u y l s l l a O i b a ( 2 l ) , R i c h a r d Aaapondo ( 2 0 ) t a a l i l e 
mnzothana ( 2 1 ) and 5 y o u t h s . 
Charge: The s t e t e a l l e g e s t h a t b e t e e e n August 6 and 
August 12 , 1980 , t h e accused I n c i t e d p e o p l e t o damage 
motor v e h i c l e s by t h r o w i n g s tones and p e t r o l bombs, 
and s e t t i n g a l i g h t t h e v e h i c l e s . The accused a r e 
charged e i t h a s s a u l t i n g 6 p e o p l e , t e o o f shorn 
s u b s e q u e n t l y d i e d . O ther charges r e l e t s t o t h e 
b a r r L c e d l n g o f K l l p f o n t e l n Road by p l a c i n g s t o n e s , 
t r e e stumps and t y r e s i n t h e s t r e e t ; e a r t h i n g i n 
s i n g i n g groups armed w i t h s t i c k s , s tones end o t h e r 
weapons; o r d e r i n g t h e c l o s u r e o f b lock s c h o o l s ; 
end c o n g r e g s t l n g i n v a r i o u s churches t o encourage 
peop le t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n ' t e r r o r i s t i c * e c t l v l t l e a . 

For p r e v i o u s d e t a i l s , see s i p 2 0 : 3 6 - 4 0 , end 
• I P 2 1 : 4 2 - 4 3 . 

t h e n c o u r t r e - o p e n e d on 9 F e b r u a r y , J u s t i c e 
• l l l l a m s o n r u l e d t h a t I n r e s p e c t o f s t a t e m e n t s made 
b y t e o o f t h e accused t o m a g i s t r a t e s - b o t h o f e h i c h 
• e r e c o n f e s s i o n s - t h e onus e a s on the s t a t e t o p r o v e 
t h a t t h e y e e r e f r e e l y and v o l u n t a r i l y made, e i t h o u t 
t h e i m p o s i t i o n o f p r e s s u r e o r undue i n f l u e n c e . 

The s t a t e m e n t s o f t h r e e o t h e r accused e e r e 
r u l e d by the Judge t o be a d m i s s i o n s , and t h e accused 
had t o b e a r t h e anus o f d i s p r o v i n g t h a t t h e y e e r e 
v o l u n t a r i l y made. 

S i n c e c o u r t re -opened I n 1 9 8 2 , t h e s t a t e h a s 
c a l l e d some 2 0 w i t n e s s e s I n c o n n e c t i o n e i t h t h e t r i a l -
e l t h i n - e - t r i a l r e l a t i n g t o t e o o f t h e c o n f e s s i o n s . 
S t a t e w i t n e s s e s have d e n i e d a s s a u l t i n g the accus 
and p r o m i s i n g t o r e l e a s e them f r o m d e t e n t i o n i f 
t h e y Made s t a t e m e n t s . The accused a l l e g e a s s a u l t s , 
t h r e a t s and p romises o f r e l e a s e on a s k i n g s t a t e m e n t s -

E s a e n t l e l l v , t h i s i s s u e r e v o l v e d a round t h e 
c r e d i b i l i t y o f t h e s t e t e e i t n e a s m s and the accused 
e s t o the e o M s s l b l l i t y o f t h e a t e t e a i n t a . 

D u r i n g t h e c o u r s e o f t h e t r i a l , t h e h e a l t h e f 
t h e f i r s t a c c u s e d , Oscar w*pethe, has been cause 
f o r much c o n c e r n . tfpetha, eho i s 7 2 and s u f f e r s 
f r o m d i a b e t e s , h a s been h o s p i t a l i s e d a number o f 
t i m e s d u r i n g t h e t r i a l . Ha h a s been I n cus tody 
s i n c e August 1 3 , I 9 6 0 , and t h e s t a t e has 
c o n s i s t e n t l y r e f u s e d h im b a i l . Hos t r e c e n t l y , 
ha e a s h o s p i t a l i s e d e l t h c h r o n i c d i a b e t e s , and 
underwent mn o p e r a t i o n f o r a n e n l a r g e d p r o s t a t e 
g l a n d -

I n a n o t h e r d e v e l o p m e n t , s e c u r i t y p o l i c e 
r a i d e d t h e o f f i c e s o f the Cape Town S t u d e n t s * 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e C o u n c i l I n F e b r u a r y * s e i z i n g 
hundreds o f p o s t e r s p o r t r a y i n g mpetne . 

The t r l e l t which has now r u n f o r w a l l o v e r 
100 c o u r t b a y s , c o n t i n u e s I n t h e Cape Town Supreme 
Court, 
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Fane Qeorge d ibhole , Jebolard V i l f r a d fctocofao, and 
T i l l Alocla Khenwane, 
Chorgo: The eccuaed feca teo counts under the 
Terror ise Ac t , and accaaad nuaber 1 ( S l t h o l e ) 
faces a f u r t h a r t5 counts under tha I n t e r n a l 
Secur i ty Ac t , r e l e t l n g to the breaking of h la 
bannlnQ order . 

Tha e t a t e a l l e g e * tha t tha accused Foraed an 
organisat ion knoan aa tha Afr ican Youth Congress 
(AVC) f a l t h tha i n t e n t i o n of fu r ther ing the e l m 
of the banned Af r i can Nat ional Congress. They a r e 
a l l eged t o have I n c i t e d others t o leave tha country 
f o r a l l l t a r y t r a i n i n g , and ass is t ing thea to Leave 
v i a the organisat ion of t ranspor t . 

The accused a r e a lso charged a l t h obta in ing 
in foraa t lon regarding secur i ty arrsnguaonts a t the 
Cal tav O i l Terminal I n Durban, and to hava obtained . 
explosives. 

The accused, aho f i r s t appeared i n court I n 
Durban on 5 January, 198?, eere rnaanded I n custody 
u n t i l February 23 . than tha t r i a l began I n the Durban 
Regional Court , bhey e l l pleaded not g u i l t y to a l l 
charges. 

Bheflfca Hgobese t o l d tha court o f a aaat ing of 
tha AYC ahich e lec ted ax Hobben Is land prisoner 
P h i l l i p Vatheas as president . At t h i s a a a t i n g , 
bathees said he aould a r i t a t o O l i ve r Taabo asking 
f o r f i n a n c i a l ass is tance , Mthanyane said tha t a r e p l y 
s w l d ind ica te tha t *ea aould be having recogni t ion 
f r o a t h a ANC and aould knoa that the AYC is one 
a l t h the « c v Tha a a a t i n g , according to tha 
e l t n e a a , a l s o decided to sand eaaaagei to Mandela 
and Glsulu on Bobber. Inland v i a a lawyer aho aould 
be v i s i t i n g t h e * . 

The s t a t e than appl ied f o r tha cross exaalnat lon 
of Mgobeae t o be held I n c as e r e , as he had received 
threatening telephone c a l l s earning h i e not to 
continue t e s t i f y i n g I n tha t r i a l . This a p p l i c a t i o n 
aas turned dosn by the pres id ing a a g l s t r a t e , aho 
ru led t h a t tha e l tneaa aas already exposed, and 
c los ing the court a t t h i s stage aould do nothing t o 
protect h l a . 

A f t e r tha a a g l s t r a t e had heard tha evidence 
of e p s y c h i a t r i s t , t t h e i j a n s aas ordered t o be placed 
under observation a t tha a a r i t r b u r g Prlaon H o a p l t a l . 
Or E ve l j ee eaa c a l l e d by the defence to g i v e 
evidence on Hthenjane'a eenta l s t a t e , e f t a r 
I tthanjana c la iaad that he eaa having d i f f i c u l t y 
fo l lowing the court procaadlnga. 

Or Va l joe t o l d the court tha t Khenjane had 
soaa d isorder i n h i s th inking process. He shoeed 
signs of depression end eaa experiencir^i 
h a l l u c i n a t i o n s . ha see e lao su f fe r ing f r o a loss of 
ee lght and had l o s t h i s a p p e t i t e . 

P r i o r t o h i s appearance I n cour t as Bn accused, 
tfthanjene had bean detained e nuaber of t i aes by 
secur i ty p o l i c e . Since 1976, he has spent eany 
lengthy periods i n de ten t ion . I n a d d i t i o n , he served 
en 18 Booth J e l l sentence for re fus ing to t e s t i f y 
against co-SSRC a asp or , Paul Langs, i n a Ter ror ise 
Act t r i a l . 

The hear ing ees adjourned u n t i l parch 1967, 

Khoteo Sydney Saeth lo lo ( 2 5 ) and aery baa » he the 
Loete ( 2 3 ) . 
Chaxoje: The s t a t e a l l eged t h a t Sae th lo lo , a fo rear 
prenldant o f the noe-benned SERC, helped f o r a tha 
South A f r i can Youth Revolutionary Council ( SAYRCO) 
e h l l e i n e x i l e . ha eaa chalnaan of the N l g e r l a n -
based Counci l , a a l l l t a r y group foread by otudants 
aho l e f t the country e f t a r the 1776 r i o t s , and eho 
did not Join e i t h e r the ANC or PAC. 

According to tha charge sheet, SAYRCO e lea to 
i n c i t e blacks t o over-throe the governeent by 
v io lence , and i n achieving t h i s , t o r e c r u i t people 
f o r a l l l t a r y t r a i n i n g . Tha s t a t e a lso a l l e g e s that 
SAYfCO ease contact e i t h c e r t a i n organisat ions e l t h l n 
South A f r i c a i n an a t taap t to furtttmr i t s a l s o . 

Aaong the a c t s d e t a i l e d i n count 1 , i t eaa 
a l l eged t h a t tha accused conspired a l t h other aaabers 
of SAYfCO to e t taap t t o destroy l a a and order 
I n South Af r ica through v io lence . I t eaa a l s o c la iaad 
that GAYfCO paaphleta aara d i s t r i b u t e d a t a aaat ing I n 
Soaato on 16 June, 19B1; tha t dur ing June 19B1, one 
of tha accused brought t e o people f roa Boteeana i n t o 
contact w i th Thabo Noabenl, na t iona l organiser o f 
AZAPO; that Saeth lo lo Joined AZAMYU and introduced 
the nat iona l chelraen mvS president o f the organlsst lon 
t o people i n Soaato; t h a t Loete arranged a aaat ing 
beteaen various AZAPQ and AZAffYU aaapera, and BAfflCO; 
tha t aha a i r s h e d a aaat ing beteaen Saeth lo lo end 
Thaal a t o n a l , naaa e d i t o r o f tha Soaetan naaeoapar; 
tha t aha arranged accoaaodation f o r eeabers of 
SAYfCO eho entered South A f r i c a ; and that she had 
requested three people to apply f o r passports, ehlch 
she took and kapt f o r use by aoafjari o f SAYfCO. 

The second count a l l eged that Baathlolo and 
Loate had i n c i t e d 5 persona f r o a Soaato t o undergo 
a l l l t a r y t r a i n i n g outside South A f r i c a . They both 
pleaded not g u i l t y to e l l the charges agalnat thee. 

At tha s t a r t o f the t r i a l , i n tha Vender*!jlperfc 
Regional Court , on February 8 , tha court heard 
secur i ty p o l i c e eltnessea descr ibe the a r r e s t of 
tha teo accused. Captain EG Clapton described a r a i d 
on a houaa i n Orlando aaat shore SAYRCO docuaants aara 
s a i l e d . Alao found i n t h i s house ass a forged 
Botseana passport and ta lagraas to Botsaana. 

A young g i r l aho aay not be neasd and for ahoa 
the a a g l s t r a t e c leared tha cour t , rafused t o | | ive 
evidence. She sa id aha aould rather go to J e l l 
then t a a t l f y against h e r co l leagues. 

Another e l t n e a a , aho aay also" not be naaed, 
t o l d tha court o f a t r i p t o Gaborone eada by 
h i e e e l f and a group of church eeabers. Ha said he 
ees introduced by the previous eltne&a t o three 
youthe, teo o f ahoa he reaeabere as 'Teboho* and 
* P a u l * . Teboho had t o l d h l a tha t SAYRCO aould 
l i b e r a t e blacks through violence and t h a t 6TJ0 -
1 000 aaaaara had coaal t ted thaasalvaa t o the 
organ 1 set ion -

The a l tnasa said tha t the f o l l o a l n g day he had 
eat See th lo lo , eho t o l d h la that tha organisat ion 
considered l t a a l f t o be a t h i r d force and did not 
a l i g n l t a a l f a l t h e i t h e r tha AfC or PAC. 

Saeth lo lo e l a o aefced h l a i f ha could get eapa 
of Soap t o . SAYRCO aaabera hod o f f e r e d tha aitnaaa 
and h i s col leagues booklets about tret organisat ion 

and about t h a U v e a at oVejhneu and aao f o r 
d l a t r l b u t l o n i n Soaato. They a d a p t e d tha 
booklets , but ca r r i ed out none of tha I n s t r u c t i o n 

7 e l t r a a a a a refused t o g ive evidence f o r tha 
s t a t e : they aara 
Fraedoa Mazlbuko ( 2 0 ) , 
Theal bates l ( 3 8 ) , 
Carter Seleke ( 2 4 ) , 
Thabo Mdabenl ( 2 5 ) , 
Alex Selent ( 2 7 ) , 
Sloho Soaacale ( 281 . and 
E l s i e aath lbedl (??) . 
They aara a l l sentenced t o teree of laprlsonaant 
ranging f r o a 9 - 1 6 aontha. 
Verd ic t : Both eccuaed g u i l t y on both counts. 
Sentence: Saeth lo lo - 10 years on count 1 , 5 yeare on 
count 2 t to run concurrent ly, i a 10 yaara iapr lsonaent . 
Loate - 5 yaara on each count, t o run concurrent ly , 
l e S yaara iapr lsonaent , 
(vanderbl j lperk Regional Court , 11 .03 .6? ) . 
Short ly a f t e r sentence, Saethlolo aas ra -oata lned 
under aact lon 6 of the Tarror laa Act by aecur l ty 
p o l i c e , 

t l l l i a a eabone Ouaa ( 3 1 ) , Oualsena B l r e t t e aanln>ai 
( 3 1 ) , Bayi Keye ( S ) , and Luyanda aayeklso ( » ) . 
Charge: I n t h i e , t h a f i r s t Clsfcei Tar ror laa Act 
t r i a l a lnca the t e r r i t o r y a t t a i n e d -lndapandenca* 
l a s t Opceaber, tha eccuaed era a l l eged t o hava bean 
•aefauiu of tha banned Afr ican Nat ional Congraaa. 
During June 1900 to Auguet 19B1 they e r a a l leged to 
have been a c t i v e l y angagad i n t h a oparet lonal 
a c t i v i t i e s of tha ANC, thus i d e n t i f y i n g theaaalvas 
a l t h i t s revolut ionary a l a a . 

They e r e e lso e l l agad to have rec ru i ted people 
to undergo a l l l t a r y t r a i n i n g , and t o have po«aaaad 
banned- l i t e r a t u r e . Tha t r i a l opened i n the £ee l l teha 
C iprae i Court on 22 February ehen tha 4 accuaed 
appeared b r i e f l y before t h a Clakel Cnlef J u s t i c e , 
Judge de Sat end teo assessors, aovocataa B Pohl and 
F Hal . 

The case aas ad journa l f o r 4 daye to a l l o e the 
o ldeat accused, a r Keye, t o be eaaalned by a doctor 
"to Inqu i re In to h i e a e n t a l and physical c o n d i t i o n ' , 
a r Keye c l a i a a d ha had been assaulted i n de ten t ion . 
•hen tha t r i a l laopened on 26 February, C l a k e l * a 
a t torney general aT Jurgana announcad that Kmym had 
been sent to Cape Toan'e Groote Schuur hoapl ta l f o r 
t e s t s , and aald tha t Keye had e previous h is tory of 
achirophranlc paychotlc r e a c t i o n . 

According t o a par t i te ! report f r o a Groote 
Schuur * aubai t ted ehen Keye reappeared on « aaroh -
no evidence of current paychoals aaa found. 
Hcaever, a h o s p i t a l payohologlst said tha t Keye 
appeared aoderataly depressed end analoue* Tha 
Groote Schuur report eald Keye had denied any 
serious accidents or head I n j u r i e s , but ahan anked 
ehether ha hod been h i t or kicked on tha head e h i l e 
i n detent ion he r e p l i e d : *Yee, they d i d everything t o 
me' ( j s , h u l l s net e l l e a gaooan by a y ) . Tha 
psychologist 's l apor t laqnoatert tha t Keye should 
not be kept i n s o l i t a r y canf lnaasnt. 

I n another aatf lcal r e p o r t , subai t ted inaapandently 
by a Or ID huaklaaon f i t aas stated 'Th is p a t i e n t 
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a l l eged o n n n l a s s a u l t s and t h e r - I s no doubt he 
had « ecMzophrenlc - l lke i l l n e s s with auditory 
he i luc inat ions mhen admitted t o h o s p i t a l * . Or 
Huafcleson H i d In h i s report that Keye had to ld Ma 
h* aaa essmultmd during h i t tmo months of 
ln terrege t ion , t o try and make h i e ta lk about a 
certain meeting ha had attended* Keye a l s o t o l d 
tha doctor that ha had been h i t a l t h f l a t s and kicked 
on tha haad durlnQ Interrogat ion . The f^xt thing ha 
raaaabarvd aaa being sent t o Komanl Hospi ta l i n • 
CeJainatoan ahara ha aas kept f o r tao months. Ha 
said that a f t er being baatan h i s nose aas sore end 
he could not aaa out of h i s l e f t e y e . 

-Tha t r i a l reopened on 15 -arch »lth ttr Jurgens 
contes t ing the a l l e g a t l o n a of e saaul t and asking 
several emmndment* t o the indictment, t i t h er Keys 
hart i n court , the defence coaplalnad tha t another 
of tha accused, ar Uayeklso, had been taken froa 
prison t o g i v e a hender l t lng aaaple e l thout h i s 
l e e y e r s being consul ted . Jurgens conceded that the 
p o l i c e had ande *en error o f Judgement' but said they 
had not t r i e d t o force evidence out of ar aavaklso. 

In the s t a t e * * evidence a South African s e c u r i t y 
policeman* aerrent Off icer ED Flsdon de la ted he end 
h i s co l l eagues had dug up banned l i t e r a t u r e - one 
l e a f l e t eea e l l e g e d l y e n t i t l e d 'Mandela says 
unite* - In the beck gardens of t eo houses i n 
ebentaane. 

The proaecutlon c a l l e d a l ec turer In p o l i t i c a l 
sc i ence e t nand Afrlkaana Univers i ty , ID da V r l e s , 
t e > Br v * * h latory of revcplutloaery groups In 
South Afr i ca ' . De Vrles sa id that tha e a s t 
Important movements s e r e trie ANC, SACP, SACTU 
era) MC. Hs pointed out that the JVC e e s opposed 
t o 'homelands' and did not recognise C l a k e l ' s 
Indaaartdanoe. Oe Vrles a l s o clelmmd that the 
c o n e t l t u t l o n of the South African A l l i e d workers' 
Uhlon (*$MW> correspondejf, «Hh eaa l l ajteeptlons, 
t o that of SACTU. 

The t r i a l cont inues . 

done for the purposes of wr i t ing an a r t i c l e for 
e magazine on ehlch he I s eaployed. 

Irthembu has contes ted the a d m i s s i b i l i t y of 
a statement he made a f t er h i s a r r e s t , claiming 
that i t ehouid not be accepted as evidence against 
h i e by the cour t . 

The t r i e l cont inues In the Johannesburg 
Supreme Court before t h e Judge President of the 
Province, Judge Boshoff • 

INTERNAL gCUMTY ACT TRIALS 

Elaine dohaeaatf ( 2 0 ) , L e s l i e Lax ( 2 3 ) , kUchael 
O'Oonoven ( 2 1 ) , Benjamin Greyllng ( 2 0 ) . 
Charge: The accused aere charged e i t h d i s t r i b u t i n g 
and producing posters ehlch cs l ebre ted the 60th 
anniversary of the founding of the South Afridhn 
Communist Party (SACP). 

The s t e t e c e l l e d fiend Afrikaans Univers i ty l e c t u r e r 
ID de Vrles t o g i v e expert evidence on 
'revolutionary t a c t i c s * . Ha c la laad that a 
poster sheen to h ie l a s t year carried the eords 
'eorkers u n i t e ' ehlch he said e a s extracted from 

Hsrx*s Communist manifesto . The pos ter , he s a i d , 
could be seen a e a eey of pub l i c i s ing an unlaeful 
organisat ion . 

Ban Greyllng to ld t h e court of h ie ee l - treet ieant 
by p o l i c e a f t er h i s d e t e n t i o n . Ha claimed thet a f t e r 
three secur i ty p o l i c e arres ted h i e , h i s hands mere 
t i e d behind h i e back, and he eas t h r o t t l e d , 

* Throughout the day u n t i l midnight he eas bound fund 
and foot end forced t o stand for 14 hours of 
quest ioning at John Vorater Souare. He ems forced 
t o remove a l l h i s c l o t h e s and a bunch of keys eas 
pushed against h i s pr iva te par te . 

ehen ha reported having been assaul ted to a 
doctor , the r*oort «*s referred beck t o h i s 
Interrogator*. 

unexpectedly, in the middle of proceedings, 
the eccused changed t h e i r p lea t o g u i l t y . I t appears 
thet the presiding magistrate e a s due t o go on l eave , 
and t h i a eould have extended court proceedings for 
some time, e h l l e the accused remained In custody. 

Couneel for the defence then aaked for e h o l l y 
suspended sentences t o be imposed: the accused had 
already been in J a i l for some t ime, end e l l eere 
keen t o resume t h e i r u n l v e r a i t i e s s t u d i e s i f g iven 
the opportunity. 
Verdict: Guilty 
Sentence: 360 days Imprisonment, of ehlch 3S0 days 
mere c o n d i t i o n a l l y suspended for 5 years . 
(Johannesburg Regional Court, 1 0 . 0 3 . 6 2 ) . 

Of In teres t eas the s t a t e ' s p o l i c y regarding 
ba l l in t h i s c a s e , end the previous Of f i c ia l S e c r e t s 
Act t r i e l ehlch Greyllng eas involved i n . In the 
f i r s t t r i a l , tha s t e t e opposed b e l l s t rong ly , and 
secur i ty p o l i c e indicated that i f ba l l eas granted. 
Greyllng eould be radetalned. Ha eas subsequently 
acqu i t t ed . 

In tha aacond t r i a l , the attorney general 
prohibited b e l l by means of a o n r t l f l c a t e . The 
accused mee thus held In prison aa eeelt l 'ng t r i e l 
pr i soners throughout the t r i e l . They eere then 
sentenced to only 10 days imprisonment. 

tthmmmt * * » Omar ( 2 5 ) . 
Charge: Photocopying end d i s t r i b u t i n g en AJC pamphlet. 
The accused claimed thet he had received the pamphlet 
froa an unknown person, end read i t . I t contained e 
message from Oliver Tambo on the 69th anniversary of 
the ANC'a foundation. Ha gave tha pamphlet to a 
fr iend, making her t o make cop ies s s he intended 
taking them to a p o l i t i c a l s c i e n c e c l a s s ehlch aaa 
part of h i s journal i se course . 
Verdict; G u i l t y . 
Sentence: 12 months imprisonment, suspended f o r 
5 years* 
(Durban Regional Court , 2 2 . 0 t . 8 3 ) . 

APPEAL PROCEEDINGS 

Guy perger and Devendira P l l l e y . 
The or ig ina l charges against Berger end P l l l e y 
related t o the provis ion of information on trade 
unions t o SACTU, membership and furthering the aims 
of the ANC, and the possess ion and d i s t r i b u t i o n of 
unlaeful l i t e r a t u r e . 

E f f e c t i v e sentence in Berger's e s s e eas a years* 
P i l l a y r e c e i v i n g 2 y e a r s . 

They appealed against sentence , and mere 
s u c c e s s f u l , in that P l l l a y * s sentence eas reduced t o 
one year* Berger's t o t e o . 
(Grahaaatoen Supreme Court, eerch 1962). 

Nclmbithl Johnson Lublsl ( 2 9 ) , Petrua Vashego ( 2 0 ) , 
and hmphtali Uenane ( 2 4 ) . 
(For t r i a l d e t a i l s , see VIP 14:39-4! ; VIP 15:40-41; 
MP 16:3 -5 ) . 

The e p p e l l e n t s eere found g u i l t y of high treason 
in November I960, end sentenced t o death. The major 
act for ehlch they rece ived the death aentence Involved 
t h e i r p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n an AJC attack on the Soekmekaer 
po l i ce s t a t i o n i n January 1960. 

On appeal . they argued that tha death sentence 
• a s Inappropriate beceuee they had d e l i b e r a t e l y 
refrained froa k i l l i n g those ins ide t h e p o l i c e 
s t e t l o n e t the time o f the a t t a c k . Various other 
fac tors such as t h e i r ages , the soc ia l d isrupt ion of 
t h e i r l i v e s e t the t i e * they Joined the AFC 
( invo lv ing the June 1976 events end e f t e r ) , and 
the d i s p a r i t y beteeen t h e i r sentences and other 
accused i e e r e put forward by the e p p e l l e n t s . 

Judgement has bean reserved i n t h i s important 
appeal . 

Wilfred efereane ( 2 0 ) . 
mermane mas t r i e d and convicted In BophutheTseana 
i n terns o f South A f r i c a ' s Terrorism Act, The 
t r i a l Judge, in summing up, s a id that e h l l e the 
Terrariee Act aaa passed i n South Africa , i t s t i l l 
applied In BophuthaTemana a f t e r "independence* 
because i t had not been repealed, tsjraane eas 
sentenced to 15 years imprisonment* 

Tha appeal , heard In South Afr ica ' s Ape l le te 
Div i s ion i n Bloamfontein - ehlch has Jur iad ic t lon 
over the) 'lndapmnoent'bantustans - eas on tha grounds 
tha t the Terroriem Act mee in c o n f l i c t with the 
c o n e t l t u t l o n of BophutheTseane. This c o n s t i t u t i o n 
has a b i l l of r i g h t s attached, ehlch couneel for tha 

Robert Martin Adam (26) end Jinnd la mthmmbu ( 2 3 ) . 
Charge: The eccueed era a l l e g e d to heve conspired 
e l t h trie African National Congress t o obtain 
information regarding the transmission system and 
other aspects of tha SABC TV toear i n Brixton. 
During July i M i t i t eea a l l eged thet they v i s i t e d 
the toear and obtained information about i t , 
including the taking of photographs. 

Adam i s a l l e g e d t o heve dreen up e report 
f o r tret ANC e n t i t l e d 'Report on t h e reconnaissance 
of t h e SABC-TV system i n Auckland Park1, mhieh e a s 
placed In a dead l e t t e r box together e l t h c e r t e l n 
photographs. These eere c o l l e c t e d by en A*C c o u r i e r . 

The accused are a l s o Jo in t ly charged e l t h 
attempting to recru i t a person for the ANC, end 
poaeeaslon of ANC l i t e r a t u r e . 

Adam has admitted in court that he If an 
ANC member, end that he prepared the report on 
ttwj SABC toeer f o r the ANC. Homever, ha c laims 
that t h e in tent ion aas not t o sabotage t h e t o e a r , 
but t o rlamaga machinery and the building next t o the 
t o e e r . eHhmmuu hme admitted taking photographa 
of trie Brixton toear , but clalmm that these eere 
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appel lant c la lea over ru le * the Terrorise) tat. 
The appael, being haard by a f u l l banc* of 11 

Judges, l a proceeding. 

PHIS0H5 ACT TRIALS 

ettchmel Jenfcin { 3 1 ) , P r a m Naidoa (33) and 
Enl r lah Femebhei ( 4 4 ) . 

The accused, having bean detained f o r soee t l a e 
under sect ion 6 of the Terrorise) Act, aara charged 
a l t h harbouring a p o l i t i c a l prisoner aho escaped from 
Pre tor ia Central prison I n 1979. Staphen Lee ascapad 
mitt Alexander eouebarls and Tlaotny Jvnkln, 
brother o f one of tha accused, and a l l 3 subsequently 
esnaged to laava South A f r i c a . 

Jar* I n has bean relaasad on b a i l o f R5G0, e h l l a 
feiidoo and Nanebhel a r e I n custody. 

Dyson. 
Attorney Gi anise Oyson l a charged a l t h attempting 

t o enuoBla a l e t t e r e r l t e n by a pr isoner out of tha 
For t Pr ison, Johannesburg. Tha pr laonar Involved 
ess a l leged ly E la ine Mohaeaid, recent ly convicted 
i n tares of tha i n t a r a a l Secur i ty Act (see above)* 
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The a r t i c l e which fo l lows was o r i g i n a l l y presented 

as e seminar paper i n tha Paper taant of P o l i t i c a l 

Science « t tha Univers i ty o f Oar £m Saloon on 

Fr iday , 26 November, 1960. The paper, de l ivered 

by Dan O'Meera - than of the History Department a t 

tha Univers i ty - was t i t l e d '"Muldergata". the 

p o l i t i c s o f Afr ikaner na t iona l ise end the c r i s i s o f 

the c a p i t a l i s t s t a t e I n South A f r i c a ' . The paper 

i s due t o be published elsewhere, i n s substant ia l ly 

revised form, a t a l a t e r da te . 

The 'Muldergate' a r t i c l e has been included I n 

t h i s M P because of i t s importance i n the 

analys is end understanding of tha recent break 

assy of the Treurnicht group from the National Party 

Not only does O'Maara provide essent ia l background 

t o the l a t e s t c r i s i s i n both par ty end government„ 

he a l s o provides a aathodology f o r i n t e r p r e t i n g 

ehat i s happening i n the Nat ional Party as an 

Ind ica tor o f a generalised c r i s i s o f the c a p i t a l i s t 

s t a t e i n South A f r i c a . 

The contemporary importance of t h i s I s that 

i t enables one to i d e n t i f y the various class 

in te res ts et work, not only w i t h i n party and 

governaent, but w i t h i n the c a p i t a l i s t r u l i n g class 

aa a whole- The i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of theee i n t e r e s t s 

al lows for en assessment of the content o f the 

' reform* I n i t i a t i v e which the a l l i a n c e of tha 

PM Botha led m i l i t a r y group end monopoly c a p i t a l 

i s a t taapt lng to implement - and ehlch has bean 

rejected by tha Trwumicht l ed a l l i a n c e * 

The ed i to rs of f^P only received permission 

t o publish the 'Muldergate* a r t i c l e short ly before 

going t o p r i n t . As such. I t has not been edi ted 

f o r typing consistenQy i n ta res of 

the use of c a p i t a l l e t t e r s , under l in ing and other 

e a t t e r s of presente t ion . Apologies ere o f fered t o 

both the author and t o VIP readers f o r t h i s . 

•MULDERGATE' 
AND THE 
POLITICS OF 
AFRIKANER 
NATIONALISM 
ThTOUGHOUT 1976 and much of 1979, the r u l i n g 

N a t i o n a l i s t Party (NP) I n South A f r i c a , led by 

Prima Min is ter BJ Vorster , was shaken by en ongoing 

aer ies of p o l i t i c a l and f i n a n c i a l scandals. The 

opposition Engiiah-language press immediately oubbed 

the e f f a l r 'Muldergate* f a f t e r i t s leading scapegoat, 

Or Connie Mulder - then M i n i s t e r o f Information and 

P l u r a l Relat ions and Development, leader of the 

Transvaal Na t iona l is t P a r t y , and Vors te r 's c l e a r h e i r 

apparent. WlQely trumpeted press end Judic ia l 

reve la t ions about fhe misappropriat ion of funds and 

other abuses e l t h l n Mulder's Department of Information 

began t o siauaaj tha tone of e moral cruaada against 

p o l i t i c a l corrupt ion. I n September 1976 Vorster 

dramat ical ly announced h i s resignat ion on ' h e a l t h ' 

grounds from the premiership and as nat ional leader 

of the NP. He was promptly elevated to the purely 

ceremonial post of State rVesldent . v o r s t e r * * 

res ignat ion m%& c losely followed by that o f h i s 

longtime p o l i t i c a l crony and arguably the second 

most powerful p o l l t l c e l f i g u r e I n South A f r i c a , 

General Handrlk van den Bergh, head of the notorious 

Bureau of State Security (BOSS)* I n e b i t t e r l y fought 

e l e c t i o n wi th in the NP caucus to se lect Vors te r 's 

successor as nat iona l leader of tha NP, and hence the 

Prima M i n i s t e r , Connie Mulder was narrowly defeated 

by the Min is ter o f Defence and leader of tha Cape 

N a t i o n a l i s t P a r t y , PW Botha. Tha nee Prime Minister 

plsdged himself to run a ' c l e a n ' povernmmnt, and I n 

rap id succession Mulder was d r i v e n out o f the Cabinet , 

the leadership of the Transvaal Na t iona l is t Party* 

Parliament, and eventue l ly tha NP i t s e l f . Ha now 

heads en extreaa r ight -wing opposit ion group. 

Muldergate a t t r a c t e d a greet dwal o f moral is ing 

coeaejntary and etr tdent demands f o r the government's 

resignat ion I n the bourgeois press. I t has bean 

almost universa l ly in terpre ted es e symbol o f W e 

corruption of Afr ikaner ra t iona l i sm, re in forc ing the 

wldmly held view that tha root causa of soc ia l conf l ic t 

I n South Af r ica l i e s almost exclusively w i t h i n tha 

apartheid p o l i c i e s of a monol i th ice l ly conceived 

'Afr ikaner* e thnic group. This supposed ' r u l i n g 

e thnic group* i s than presumed to use the e t a t e t o 

pursue tha narrow (and egjeln mcnolithicaOly conceived) 

in te res ts of the Afr ikaner v o l k . 1 Mora o f t e n then n o t , 

t h i s k ind of analysis continues fur ther t o poeo a 

fundamental contradict ion between Afr ikaner nationalism 

and ' i t s * apartheid po l i c ies on the one hand, and the 

supposedly r a t l o n e l , inherent ly co lour -b l ind 

Imperatives of capi ta l ism on the other - e 

contradict ion I n which the l a t t e r a r e f e t t e r e d and 

d is to r ted by the former , 2 

This conventional conception of Afr ikaner 

nationalism res ts upon a number of mutually r e 

in forc ing l o g i c a l and a n a l y t i c a l errors ehlch 

togathar r e s u l t i n log ica l c i r c u l a r i t y and p o l i t i c a l 

confusion. F i r s t l y , and aoat fundamentally, the 

highly disparate and d l f f e r e n t i e t e d Afr ikaans* 

speaking a h l t a population of South A f r i c a i s 

unpi-oblematlcally charactarieed as a monolithic 

•ethnic g r o u p ' , with a presumably inherent organic 

un i ty and a set o f common in te res ts overr id ing a l l 

d l f ferances . This i s taken as s e l f - e v i d e n t , thereby 

neat ly and u n c r i t i c a l l y reproducing the basic tenet 

o f Afr ikaner n a t i o n a l i s t Ideology. Once t h i s f i r s t 

untenable assumption i s made, a ser iea of others 

then fol low n a t u r a l l y . The sh i f t ing and contradictory 

base of support f o r a p o l i t i c a l party ( the NP) l a 

simply collapsed In to t h i s 'e thnic* category. Given 

that the NP has been the r u l i n g par ty since 1908, 

t h i s I l l e g i t i m a t e conf le t lon of pe r ty and ethnic group 

then loads t o the argument tha t Afr ikaners monopolise 

p o l l t l c e l power i n South A f r i c a and hence comprise a 
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' rul ing •tunic group'» or eo*etia*s 'a po l i t i ca l c lass ' . 

All this too is taken as self-evident. 

In th is say, tha vary dlffarant social categories 

of coavaon language, ethnic group, class, po l i t i ca l 

party* government and stata ara g l ib ly collapsad Into 

aach other, and usad Interchangeably. Hara tha 

dlatlnctlon bataaan tha vastly dlffarant areas, levaIs 

and typas of social action and organisation to anion 

thasa dlffarant catagorlas rafsr is sieply obliterated* 

This conflation closes a naat logical c l rc la , i n ehlch 

tha atata is raducad to an Afrikanar ent i ty , and 

concalyad as a simple instrument In tha hands of this 

alleged ruling athnic group. Thasa numerous arrors 

and confusions apart, ahat gats concaalad in thla 

concaptlon of tha atata Is precisely its character as 

a capital ist stata. And thus tha pol i t ica l problaas 

of South Africa ara raducad to tha problem of 'the 

Afrikaner*. 81nca 'they* ara hald solaly responsible 

for tha situation of aocial confrontation In South 

Africa, on ' the* ' alona l l a a tha onua to changa. 

I n tha eords of a racant bookt 

Tha graat problem for South A f r i c a . . . l a 
assantlally a problem for tha Afrikaners slnca 
thay hold tha poamr In avarything that matters. 

Thua tha raal po l i t i ca l questions in South Africa -

thoaa of tha capital ist stata, and the social relations 

on ohjch i t raats - ara naatly mvoidad and displaced, 

ao legitimising bourgeois po l i t lca . 

An analysis of muldergata as a cr ia ls for both 

government and ruling party must nacasaarlly break 

alth thasa myriad confusions to confront tha problem 

of tha capital ist atata In South Africa. In racant 

yaars a growing body of South African l i taratura has 

ralsad this question. Hoeaver, as Volga's racant 

revle-s of this l i taratura has demonstrated, a l l tha 

varioua tandanclaa hava remained trappad althin an 

instrumentalist concaptlon. Hara, tha state ia in 

affact analysed aa an lnatl tut ion external to class 

struggle, available for uaa as an undiffarantlatad 

instrument in tha hands of a pol i t ica l party 

raprasantlng spaciflc and puraly economic Interests, 

Thla l i taratura haa fal lad to grasp tha charactar of 

tha stata as a diffarantlatad and contradictory 

un i t / t l t s a l f conatltutad througn, and a s i ts of, „ 

class atruggla. 

Such a concaptlon of tha stata aa a aita of class 

struggls furthar poses tha problem of tha relationship 

bataaan classas dafined at tha laval of relations of 

production, and tha concrata ldaologlcal and 

organisational fonts through which class struggls i s 

fought out. As hara concaivad, classas dafinad at 

tha laval of ralatlons of production exist i n class 

struggls in and through multiple fonts of concrata 

organisation. Thus, in any conjunctura, tha unity 

of this or that class as a social force cannot simply 

be rsad of f f ro* tha ralatlons of production, but 

needs to ba constructed via tha ensemble of concrata 

organisational and ldaologlcal forms in and through 

which that claaa axiats. In thaaa tarsia than, an 

analysla of tha atata concaivad as a a l ta of class 

atruggla lnvolvaa, in tar a l i a , a focus on praclsaly 

tha contradictions and conflicts a l th in and bataaan 

tha varioua institutions and apparatuses of tha state. 

This papar rapraaants a f l r a t attempt to bagln 

such an analysis. I t focuses mainly on but ona aspact 

of tha stata - tha signlflcanca of tha currant cr is is 

in Afrikanar nationalism for tha stata as a ahola. 

This la takan as a uaaful antry point into tha much 

aora Caspian quastlons of class struggls and tha atata 

as a ahola. Thua the analysla prasantad hara l a 

nacasaarlly par t ia l and tentative, leaving unraaolvad 

nutrous thaoratical and saiplrlcal problema* Thaaa 

ara hopafully to ba confrontad in futura rasaarch. 

Tha lluldargata itibrogllo aaa tha culmination of 

a long-aiaaiaring crisis in both tha Nationalist Party 

and tha HP government, than plunging both party and 

government s t i l l daapar into crisis* Yat i t rapraaants 

much mora than tha simple lntamal cr isis of Afrikaner 

nationalissi as i t is usually daplctad. I would argue 

that I t aaa but an aspact of, and a product of a cr is is 

for tha capital ist stata as a ahola in South A f r i c a . 

I ta 'resolution' llkasriaa rapraaants an attaaptad 

resolution of tha wider cr is is of tha South African 

atata. 

I f this i f in fact tha caaa, to assess tha 

signlflcanca of Wuldergate for tha stata as a ahola, 

i t ia necessary to answer thrsa intarralatad quastlons: 

Ihat aara tha broad features of th la cr is is of tha 

capital ist stata in South Africa? «hat mas tha 

signlflcanca of tha part icular for* that i t assumed in 

tanas of tha contradictions and conflicts a l th in tha 

Nationoliat Party and govarnmant? And ahat la tha 

signlflcanca of i t s for* of resolution for tha — 

contradictions and conflicts a l th in tha stata? 

Tha Crisis of tha 1970a 

THE cr is is confronting tha South African stata and 

ruling class in tha arid* 1970a aaa complex and e u l t l -

lavallad - an ensemble of simultaneous and mutually 

dwtemining economic, pol i t ica l and ldaologlcal c r i a ls , 

producing significant shif ts In tha balanca and 

alignment of class forces, A graat daal of furthar 

rasaarch la nacasaary to arrive at an adequate analysis 

of this ganarallsad c r ia ia . Hara Is examined v i th vary 

dlffarant oepheees but three of its elements: f i r s t l y , 

aspects of tha growing cr is is of capital accumulation 

In tha 1970a: tacondly, tha rapid Intensification of 

tha class struggls during this decade; and th i rd ly , 

in thaaa contexta, tha aorfelnga of Afrikanar 

nationalist po l i t ics . Tha alsi l a to attempt to 

understand hos tha f l r a t tao elements both structured 

and art iculated alth the internal dynamic of 

Afrikaner nationalist pol i t lca to produce a po l i t i ca l 

cr isis in i t s particular for* of muldergata. Thla 

• i l l provide a basis for a tantatlva aeasisment of 

tha signlfloanca of tha changes occurring in tha 

sake of lluldargata. 

Ourlng tha 1960a tha South African economy had 

expanded mora rapidly than that of any other capi ta l is t 

country except Japan, averaging an annual growth rata 

of GOP of bataaan 6 and S parcant. A number of 

features of th is boo* should ba noted, aa hera aara 

established tha condltiona for th is cr isis of tha 

1970s. F l rat ly* the brutal aupprasalon of tha 

national l iberation movement by 1963 created the 

requisite condltiona for rapid capital ist growth* 

Particularly significant hare ass tha eamshing of 

tha econoalc organe of tha stocking class. Thus, 

bataaan 1964 and 1969, leas than 2 000 africen eorfcars 

par annus) aant on a t r lka . Secondly, tha moat notable 
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K o r a n i c aspect o f t h i s boom was that I t l ad t o e 

dramatic concentration «nd c e n t r e l i e a t i o n of c a p i t a l 

on the basis of cv*r more c a p i t a l inteneive product ion, 

leading to s i g n i f i c a n t s h i f t s i n r e l a t i o n e w i t h i n the 

c a p i t a l i s t c lass . P r i o r to the 1960s, South Afr ican 

industry was characterised by a sharp economic 

d i s t i n c t i o n and p o l i t i c a l antagonist between l o c a l 

undertakings and foreign c a p i t a l . " •> & 0 0 * 9 f ^ha 

i9€Oa produced the rap id in te rvene t ra t Ion of cap i ta ls 

and the consol idat ion of the dominance of d i v e r s i f i e d 

monopolies wi th in the economy genera l ly , and i n a l l 

the major sectors of c a p i t a l i s t product ion. This 

process was e f f e c t ^ on the basis of a_ massive i n f l u x 

of foreign c a p i t a l , i n a country where the re turn on 

c a p i t a l was amongst the highest i n the world. By 

1970. t o t a l fore ign investment was estimated at 

R5 81&-mi l l lon , and a t o t a l o f R3 559 -mi l l i on foreign 

investment c a p i t a l flowed in to South Af r ica i n the 

per iod 196S - 19?o\6 

Consequent on t h i s Increasing dominance of 

c a p i t a l - i n t e n s i v e product ion, these years fur ther saw 

s i g n i f i c a n t changes i n t h e organisat ion of the 

p r o l e t a r i a t wi th in production, accelerat ing the process 

of the simultaneous a t t r a c t i o n and extrusion of workers 

from product ion. The int roduct ion of Increasingly 

sophist icated technology i n t o the production process 

on an ever expanding scale, leads to a r e l a t i v e 

reduction i n the number of workers needed to operate 

i t . moreover, i t simultaneously Introduces a new 

i n d u s t r i a l d i v i s i o n of labour between semi-sk i l led 

operat ives on the one hand, and technical /supervisory 

labour on the other , replacing the old u n s k i l l e d / 

s k i l l e d d i v i s i o n of labour. Thus, during t h i s per iod, 

whi ls t la rge numbers of sami -sk i l l ed operatives were 

being drawn in to product ion, even le rger numbers of 

unsk i l led a f r i c a n migrant workers lost t h e i r Jobs as 

they became 'redundant1 . Throughout the 'boom', 

a f r i c a n unemployment stood a t over 1 m i l l i o n . The 

I n f l u x control measures and pass laws of the apartheid 

system operated t o expel the unemployed from the 

c i t i e s end dump and barricade them I n the fes ter ing 

r u r a l slums of bantustano. This process marked a 

decisive s h i f t aw«y from the r e l i a n c e on cheep, 

unaki l lad migrant labour so long charactar 1 S t ic o f 

South Afr ican industry , towards the consolidation of 

a s t a b l e , ssml -ek l l l ed workforce. 

S i m i l a r l y during t h i s per iod , large numbers of 

s k i l l e d (whi te) workers eere a lso rendered r e l a t i v a l / 

superfluous to c a p i t a l Intensive production, as t h e i r 

s k i l l s were superceded by the need f o r t e c h n i c a l / 

supervisory labour. Yet i n apartheid South A f r i c e . 

the Jobs of white workers were protected. The r i g i d 

indust r ia l colour bar reserved a l l supervisory, 

technical and professional work f o r whi tes . Thus i n 

t h i s changing organisat ion of the labour process, few 

s h i t e workers l o s t t h e i r Jobs, but were e i t h e r 

re t ra ined and/or converted i n t o supervisors of e f r i c a n 

workers. However, t h i s process of r e c l a s s i f y i n g white 

workers was unable t o f i l l the growing need f o r 

technical labour. The boom period was thus a lso 

characterised by a severe and growing shortage of 

labour i n t e c h n i c a l , professional and semi-

professional grades of work - a shortage estimate*. 

a t some 47 000 workers I n 1969. 

I n these years the monopoly element of the 

c a p i t a l i s t c lass did demand measures which would mase 

r e s t r i c t i o n on trie m o b i l i t y , employment and t ra in ing 

of a f r i c a n workers, t o permit i t s acqu is i t ion of a 

stable supoly of semi -sk i l l ed operatives end to r e t r a i n 

a f r i c a n workers f o r technical labour. However, the 

over-all condit ions of expansion and high p r o f i t a b i l i t y 

edt lgated the adverse e f f e c t s of such labour 

shortages flncJ thus did not lead t o an a l l out assault 

by cap i ta l on the ex is t ing r i g i d r a c i a l d i v i s i o n of 

labcxir. During t h i s per iod , the economy was f u r t h e r 

'cushioned' against such labour shortages hy the 

continuing large i n f l u x of foreign investment c a p i t a l . 

Thua, whi le the boom condit ions pers is ted , the 

maintenance of the r i g i d r a c i a l d iv is ion of labour i n 

industry did not ser iously threaten the in te res ts of 

the c a p i t a l i a t c lass . 

As the 1970s unfolded, the great boom of the 

s i x t i e s gave way to a deepening recession. By 1976 

the country was facing the worst economic c r i s i s i n 

i t s h i s t o r y and an actua l decl ine of GOP of 0,29)1 i n 

1977-76 . 9 By the mid* 1970s, confronted both wi th an 

in te rna t iona l recession and growing i n d u s t r i a l , 

p o l i t i c a l and economic i n s t a b i l i t y w i t h i n South Af r ica 

i t s e l f and the region as a whole, the very large doses 

of fore ign c a p i t a l which had sustained the growth 

of the 1960s began to dry up. South Afr ican Reserve 

Bank s t a t i s t i c s show a reduction i n the inf low of 

long-term foreign investment from R1 561 -ml l l l on i n 

1975-76 to Ra52-mll l ion i n 1975-77. I f t h i s 

redaction i s coupled with the actua l net outflow 

of short- term c a p i t a l from the p r i v a t e sector , the 

year 1976-77 saw a t o t a l c a p i t a l outflow of some 

R 1 2 l - m l l l l a n . S i m i l a r l y , the recession dramat ical ly 

increased the growing s t ruc tura l unemployment of 

a f r i c a n workers. I n 1976, before the recession had 

reached i t s f u l l height , i t was estimated that 

a f r i c a n unemployment stood a t 2 , 3 m i l l i o n workers* 

moreover, simply to s t a b i l i s e unemployment a t t h i s 

huge number i t was calculated that the economy would 

have to grow at 6,7% per annum. I r o n i c a l l y , i n 

the face of t h i s acuta unemployment of a f r i c a n 

workers, the shortages of technical workers i n 

t h e economy accelerated* By 1977, government f igures 

show vacancies Tor 99 000 workers i n the pro fess iona l , 

semi •'professional and technical grade* . The pages 

of a u t h o r i t a t i v e economic Journals were f i l l e d wi th 

reports of bankruptcies, and the r.t i t * was forced to 

abandon or defer major i n f r a s t r u c t w a l Investment 

programmes i n s t e e l , petro-chee)ical» f t ransport and 

other sectors. 

The above s p e c i f i c a t i o n of som% of the Indices 

of the c r i s i s of accumulation cannot subst i tu te f o r 

l t e actual ana lys is . A de ta i led analysis would have 

to grapple p a r t i c u l a r l y with the d i f f e r e n t i a l 

b a r r i e r s to accumulation f o r ve r iou* c a p i t a l s , and 

the d i f f e r e n t i a l impact of the c r i s i s on various 

c a p i t a l s . Thle analys is remains t o be done. Thus, 

the assessment of the e f f e c t s of t h l * c r i s i s o f c a p i t a l 

accumulation remains necessari ly incomplete. However, 

one general point can be made. Thia * a s f a r more 

than a c y c l i c a l recession normal t o c a p i t a l i s t 

economies, but represented i n e f f e c t a profound 

st ructura l c r i s i s f o r South Africmn cap i ta l ism. 

The rap id growth of the South Afr ican economy 
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i n the 1960s extended the process of eecondary 

i n d u s t r i a l i s a t i o n baaad on import s u b s t i t u t i o n , which 

had begun i n earnest i n tha 1920s. Tha impressive 

f lQuras ind icat ing , tha growth of sacondary industry 

i n South A f r i c a 1920-90 tand to concaal tha f a c t tha t 

thass indus t r i aa were concentrated vary heevi ly i n 

tha wage goods sector , producing a r t l c l a t of 

consumption. Tha procass of I n d u s t r i a l i s a t i o n behind 

p ro tac t l va t a r i f f s did not laad to tha davalopaant o f 

a s i g n i f i c a n t c a p i t a l goods ssctor . As tha ragular and 

growing balancs of payments d a f l c l t s throughout tba 

1960s lnd loa tad t Industry i n South Af r ica raaainad 

vary haav i l y dependent on tha importetion of c a p i t a l 

equipment f roa tha developed c a p i t a l i s t economies. 

Thasa imparts were financad through tha axport of 

primary commodities - a g r i c u l t u r a l products and 

minera ls , but p a r t i c u l a r l y go ld . Thus, i n a wary 

fundaaantal sense, tha l i m i t s of c a p i t a l accumulation 

i n South Af r ica remain sat by tha primary axport 

sactors - l a a g r i c u l t u r e and minerals t a i t h gold baing 

by f a r tha aost important. 

Tha economic c r i ses of tha mid-1970s revealed 

vary c l a a r l y t h a t , undvr tha preva i l ing p o l i t i c a l 

and soc ia l condit ions w i t h i n tha country, tha 

South Afr ican aconomy mas raachlng tha l i m i t s of 

i n d u s t r i a l expansion based on Import s u b s t i t u t i o n . 

By 1977, facad mith l i t t l e apparent prospect o f an 

ear ly or rap id lncraasa i n tha price of go ld t 

v i r t u a l l y a l l South Afr ican aconomlsts mere agreed 

t h a t fur thar i n d u s t r i a l axpanslon mould hava t o ba 

basad on tha development of a strong c a p i t a l goods 

ssctor , and a s h i f t I n tha emphasis of exports 
M 

tomsrds i n d u s t r i a l ra thar than primary products. 

Tha aconomlc c r i s i s of tha mid-1970s thus 

presented both d i f f e r e n t i a l ba r r i e rs f o r accumulation 

f o r p a r t i c u l a r c a p i t a l s , and mora fundamentally, f o r 

c a p i t a l as a ehols I n South A f r i c a . Tha reso lu t ion 

of t h i s c r i s i s spomared to damand a complex r e s t r u c t u r 

ing of c a p i t a l i n a l l aactore of tha economy, a 

res t ruc tur ing ehich mould render labour more 

product ive, Thle Implied the nmed f o r an even more 

cap i ta l in tene lve basis to South Afr ican industry . 

now l inked to the need to rsep the owneflts of 

economies of sca le . Thue the racaeelon posed very. 

e terk ly vthe urgent need f o r change I n a number of 

the conditions of accumulation of c a p i t a l i n South 

A f r i c a . ( I n broadest terms, the e n t i r e eat o f 

conditions under which labour ems u t i l i s e d w i t h i n tha 

economy on the one hand, and the structure of the 

market on the other hand, warm poaed aa urgent 

p o l i t i c a l problems f o r the c a p i t a l i s t cless as a whole. 

Here, however, tha d i f f e r e n t i a l impact o f tha 

recession on various c a p i t a l s becomes Important . The 

forms of resolut ion of these problems and tha 

po l i c ies desired by var ious cap i ta ls d i f f e r e d 
• 

s u b s t a n t i a l l y . This i s an B r ea requ i r ing much 

f^rtf^r i nves t iga t ion . 

Before analysing the unprecedented p r o l i f e r a t i o n 

of p o l i t i c k i n g - o n these issues by the e n t i r e complex 

gamut of bourgeois organisat ions , tha other side of 

t h i s economic c r i s i s needs t o be mentioned. The 

process of c e p l t a l l e t eecumuletion of the mid-1970s 

took piece I n the context o f , and was indeed la rge ly 

a product o f , a rap id i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n of the c less 

s t rugg le . The decede saw a growing mi l i tancy on 

the part o f an increas ing ly organised e f r i c a n working 

c lass . I t began with a massive s t r i k e of contract 

workere i n Nemible. Prom 1972 onwards. South Afr ican 

industry was rocked by wave upon wave of s t r l k e a by 

a f r i c a n workers demanding higher wages and tha r igh t 

to organise. These s t r i k e s began a t the t a l l end 

of tha great boom or the 1960s, and i n many mays 

heralded the onset o f t h e recession o f the 1970s. 

These struggles a r e well known end neod not ba 

documented here. The mining Industry too was shaken 

by b i t t e r d isputes, stoppages end s t r i k e s between 

1973 and 1976, These were l i i rge ly suppressed with 

violence - I n one instance i n C a r l e t o n v i l l e I n 1ff73, 

11 e t r i k i n g miners were shot oy pol ice summoned by 

the Anglo--Amarican Corporat ion. During the Soweto 

upr is ings, two massive general s t r i k e s i n August 

and September 1976 v i r t u a l l y paralysed South Afr ican 

Indust ry , 

These working c less struggles apar t , p o l i t i c a l 

s t a b i l i t y was fur ther shattered by other mass 

struggles against apar the id . Tha regime was rocked 

by maaeive uprlelnge i n 1976, by the col lepse of 

Portuguese colonle l lam and p a r t i c u l a r l y the 

huml l le t lng defeat o f tha South A f r i can army I n 

Angola. S i g n i f i c a n t l y , beginning i n 1976 a slowly 

escalat ing g u e r i l l a war inside South Af r ica waa waged 

1 by the m i l i t a n t s of tha armed wing of the banned 

Afr ican Nat iona l Congress, Umkhonto We Sizwe. As 

PW Botha claimed on assuming o f f i c e , the s t a t e did 

indeed seem t o be confronted with e ' t o t a l onslaught* . 

Cer ta in ly amongst South A f r i can businessmen there wee 

an almoat pan le -e t r icken recogni t ion that these 

struggles went beyond mere demands f o r the and t o 

r e c l a l d isc r im ina t ion . I n the words of one worried 

c e p l t a l l e t , ' there i s e general tendency f o r young 

a f r i cans t o be e n t i - f r e e e n t e r p r i s e . * 

Again, tha above simple cetalogue of some of tha 

events of t h i s in tens i fy ing class struggle of the 

1970s I s no subst i tu te f o r i t s a n a l y s i s . Uuch f u r t h a r 

research i s needed i n t h i s a rea . 8ut one general 

conclusion I s c l e a r . By 1977-78 both tha economic 

and p o l i t i c a l condit ions which had underla in end given 

r i s e t o the unprecedented boom of 1961-71 had been 

dec is ive ly shat tered . • h i l e t the economic end 

p o l i t i c a l c r i ses of tha 1970a a r e not immediately 

reduceable t o each other , they both r a i s e d , i n 

d i f f e r i n g ways, as tha cent ra l issue of p o l l t l c e l 

s t ruggle , the question of the r e q u i s i t e s t a t e 

po l i c ies t o ensure renewed c a p i t a l i s t growth and 

s t a b i l i t y . Moreover, they d i d so i n ways which 

began to shake loose the ex is t ing p o l i t i c a l 

alignments w i t h i n South A f r i c a , leading to I n t e n s i f i e d 

p o l i t i c a l c o n f l i c t and s i g n i f i c a n t p o l i t i c a l 

reorganisat ion of varioua class fo rces . 

The Pressure for Reform 

. I T i s necessary to note that by 1996 a s i g n i f i c a n t 

change had occurred i n the alignment of the economic 

organisat ion of the c a p i t a l i s t c laas . With the 

important exception of organised a g r i c u l t u r e , by 1978 

e l l the economic organisat ions of the c e p l t a l l e t 

claae were uni ted i n agreement over the need f o r 

s i g n i f i c a n t reforms i n economic and p o l i t i c a l 

p o l i c y . Even given the d i f f e r e n t i a l Impact o f tha 
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recession, tnern was broad agreement over the nature 

of tots* desired reforms* The Most s i g n i f i c a n t o f 

these can ba broadly s p e c i f i e d . F i r s t l y , a i t h raganl 

to aconomlc p o l i c y , there was wide agreement on tha 

naad to ease substant ia l ly l e g i s l a t i v e r a a t r i c t i o n s 

on tha mobi l i t y o f a f r i c a n labour ( i n f l u x cont ro l , 

pass l ava , tha labour bureaux system), to permit i 

i t s mora p r o f i t a b l e u t i l i s a t i o n . This aas 

accompanied a l t h a general damand that r a a t r i c t i o n s 

on the t r a i n i n g and employment of s k i l l e d a f r i c a n 

labour ba l ikewise aboilahad or rafor mad, to parmlt 

tha reorganisation of production on tha basis of 

highar p r o d u c t i v i t y . Thasa two vary basic issues 

fur ther ra lsad tha naad f o r s negotiated reorganisat ion 

of tha labour procasa i n many branchas of c a p i t a l i s t 

production. Again, a l l employers' organisat ion* vara 

united on the naad f o r some kind of s t a t e recognit ion 

end control of organisat ions of c o l l e c t i v e bargaining 

f o r a f r i c a n workers* I n 197S, the various employers* 

organisat ions i n South A f r i c a formed an umbrella body 

to press these views on government. The evidence of 

tha various employers* organisat ions to tha government 

Commissions of Enquiry on Manpower U t i l i s a t i o n 

(Rleker t Commission) and Labour Leg is la t ion (Vlehahn 

Commission) i s s t r i k i n g l y s i m i l a r on these issues. 

There aas l ikewise unanimity between a l l the 

organisations of the c a p i t a l i s t c lass on the urgent 

need f o r e d ras t i c reduction i n s t a t e ownership and 

control I n the economy. 

The p a r t i c u l a r emphasis given to economic po l icy 

by a l l the various employers' organisat ions iamediately 

posed tha question of the necessary reforms t o ensure 

the p o l i t i c a l s t a b i l i t y so v i t a l t o f u r t h e r economic 

growth. Here were raised questions of both foreign 

and domestic po l icy . Tha f l i g h t o f foreign c a p i t a l , 

the in tens i fy ing wars of nat ional l i b e r a t i o n i n 

Namlble and Zimbabwe, and the increasingly desperate 

need f o r export markets for South Afr ican i n d u s t r i a l 

commodities, h ighl ighted very c l e a r l y the re la t ionship 

between I n t e r n a t i o n a l a c c e p t a b i l i t y , regional 

s t a b i l i t y and renewed prosper i ty . Once aga in , a l l 

the various employers* organisat ion* put strong 

pressure on t h e government t o Introduce reforms 

which would emee the i n t e r n a t i o n a l l e o l e t i o n of the 

country, renew th« f low of fore ign investment, 

(Marwntee Western support i n Namibia and Zimbabwe, and, 

i f poss ib le , open the Afr ican cont inenta l market t o 

South*African goods. 

But tha most over r id ing concern was tha need t o 

secure Immediate domestic s t a b i l i t y . Hare p a r t i c u l a r 

emphasis was placed on t h a pos i t ion of a newly 

discovered c rea tu re , ' the Urban A f r i c a n ' . I n mid-

1976, i n the aftermath of Soweto, e whole host of 

business-funded and cross-cut t ing organisat ions 

sprang up t o ' d e a l ' w i th the problem. The most 

Important o f these was tha Urban Foundation, 

j o i n t l y establ ished, and massively f inanced, by 

many of the major corporat ions i n South Afr ica* 

Numerous proposals warm made f o r ' Improving' the 

l o t o f the urban a f r i c a n * tha t was essent ia l l y 

being proposed here was the removal o f those 

apartheid r e s t r i c t i o n s which unnecessarily inflamed 

workers, and more p a r t i c u l a r l y , lead t o c o l l e c t i v e 

ac t ion between a f r i c a n workers and the a f r i c a n p a t t y 

bourgeoisie. Thus the most widely trumpeted and 

major scheme of the Urban Foundation was an attempt 

to i n i t i a t e a system of p r i v a t e home ownership f o r 

the very few Afr icans able to a f f o r d housing. I n 

r e a l i t y , thes* various organisations envisaged 

i s o l a t i n g various groups of e f r i cans from each other , 

at tending t o t h e i r spec i f i c needs separate ly , hopeful ly 

to polar ise them p o l i t i c a l l y . Thus a s l i g h t 

amelioration i n the l i v i n g conditions of those 

a f r icans who possessed the r igh t under section 10 

of the Urban Areas Act t o remain i n the c i t i e s 

would e f f e c t i v e l y separate them permanently from 

tha vast reserve army of the unemployed barricaded 

i n the r u r a l slums of the bantustans by tha i n f l u x 

cont ro l system. But more p a r t i c u l a r l y , the sudden 

obsession of a l l these organisations with the (again 

newly discovered) 'black middle c l e s s ' , and the need 

to develop i t very r a p i d l y , was premised on the need 

to dr ive a wedge between black workers and the pet ty 

I bourgeois ie . Cer ta in sections of the c a p i t a l i s t c laas 

I had long been arguing f o r t h i s course. By 1978 I t had 

I become t h e universa l l i t a n y of a l l employers and other 

bourgeois organisat ions. 

Once again , much f u r t h e r research l e required 

before an adequate analys la of tharaect lons of the 

c a p i t a l i s t c lass to these aconomlc and p o l i t i c a l 

c r i ses can be made. However, 5 pre l iminary general 

points can be stressed. F i r s t l y , the combination of ( 

economic and p o l i t i c a l c r i s i s gave r i s e t o a atrong 

demand for urgent reform from v i r t u a l l y a l l sect ions 

of tha organised c a p i t a l i s t c lass . I t earn a rapid 

p r o l i f e r a t i o n of business-funded organisat ions and 

pressure groups to push f o r reform. I n other words, 

through the various cross cut t ing organisat ions 

through which i t e x i s t s as a c lass , tha bourgeoisie 

engaged i n a desperate f l u r r y of open p o l i t i c k i n g 

on a previously unheard of sca le . 

Secondly, t h i s f l u r r y of bourgeois p o l i t i c s was 

i n no sense confined to the party and parliamentary 

l e v e l . For reasons which thaajselves require de ta i led 

ana lys is , parl iamentary p o l i t i c s are a r e l a t i v e l y 

ins ign i f i can t form of p o l i t i c a l struggle In South 

A f r i c a . Rather, what took place aas intense 

p o l i t i c k i n g on the one hand wi th in and between the 

various (and p r o l i f e r a t i n g ) organisations of the 

c a p i t a l i s t c lass - ranging from d i r e c t l y economic 

in te res t grouos t o church organisat ions, women's 

group*, e tc - and wi th in and between the various 

s t a t e apparatuses and such bourgeois organisations on 

the other hand. 

T h i r d l y , any considerat ion of th is explosion of 

bourgeois p o l i t i c s must come to terms with the 

increasingly open and d i r e c t p o l i t i c a l r o l e of tha 

m i l i t a r y . P a r t i c u l a r l y under the new Chief o f 

S t a f f , General amgrws Helen, the m i l i t a r y ems now 

openly canvassing f o r state po l i c ies which ware 

' m i l i t a r i l y d e f e n s i b l e ' . This i s examined I n g rea te r 

d e t a i l below, but here i t i s Important to note that 

t h i s now openly p o l i t i c a l ro le of the m i l i t a r y 

brought i t in to increasing c o n f l i c t with other 

elements I n the s t a t e apparatus, p a r t i c u l a r l y the 

secur i ty serv ices. 

Fourthly , during these c r i s e s , long ex is t ing 

p o l i t i c a l alignments and a l l i a n c e s both wi th in the 

bourgeoisie end between sect ions of the bourgeoisie 
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and othar c laaa forces , began to crumble and s h i f t . 

Of apaolal s i g n i f i c a n c e aaa the pos i t ion of various 

large Afrikaner undertakings, both a t Individual 

companies, and organised c o l l e c t i v e l y through tha 

Afrikaanse Hsndeleinst l tuut (Afrikaner Commerciel 

I n s t i t u t e ) . This points t o tha need for data l lad 

research on tha development of Afrikaner undertakings 

over tha pravious IS years . But i t can ba notad that 

tha now strongly-expressed demand by Afrikanar 

buainaas for raform i n tha r a a t r l c t i o n a on tha 

a o b l l i t y t employment, tra ining and organisat ion of 

afr ican labour, togathar with a vahaaant attack on 

atata lntarfaranca in the aconoay and a vigorous 

caapalgn for *tha davalopaant of tha black middle 

d e e s ' , was shaking loos* a long-standing p o l i t i c a l 

a l l i a n c a batwaan Afrikanar buainaas on tha ona hand, 

and carta in s t r a t a of white workers and tha pat ty 

bourgeoisla on tha other . 

This laada f i f t h l y t o tha point at tha heart of 

. t h i s paper. Tha exploeion of p o l i t i c k i n g over tha 

appropriate economic end p o l i t i c a l responses t o 

these c r i s e s , whan taken toge ther with t h i s s h i f t 

i n t r a d i t i o n a l p o l i t i c a l a l l i a n c e s , began to r a i s e i n 

vary atark form another problem a the p o l i t i c a l 

capacity of tha Nat iona l i s t Party government t o 

implement tha necessary reforms* This I s not t o pose 

the hackneyed and d i scred i ted view of a contradict ion 

between the requirements of a rat ional capi ta l i sm on 

the one hand, end tha i rra t iona l ' e t h n i c ' concema of 

the Nat iona l i s t Party on tha othar, i n which the 

l a t t e r dominates end d i s t o r t * tha former. Indeed, 

elsewhere I have argued that tha e l e c t i o n of the hP 

government in t943 represented e form of so lut ion t o 

an e a r l i e r p o l i t i c a l c r i s i s of the c a p i t a l i s t s t a t e , 

and that i t s apartheid p o l i c i e s f a c i l i t a t e d rapid 

c a p i t a l accumulation in a l l branches of c a p i t a l i s t 

production. Thus, a t no s tage during I t s rule up 

to the 1970s had the c a p i t a l i s t c l a s s s e r i o u s l y 

challenged the n o t i o n a l i s t government, p r e c l e e l y 

because tha r o l e of cap i ta l I t s e l f wes not challenged* 

But the coterminous co l lapse of c a p i t a l i s t prosperity 

and the i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n of c l a s s s t rugg le s in the 

ear ly 1970a began t o pose the p o l i t i c a l Question of 

the r o l e of the W> as the governing party in the 

c a p i t a l i s t S t a t e . 

This i s tha context of Uuldergatef Tha general 

economic and p o l i t i c a l crlawe want hand in hand with and 

helped t o shape a growing c r i s i s within both tha NP 

government, and tha party i t s e l f outs ide of government. 

Put another way, Uuldwrgate reproeented i n condeneed 

form the complex a r t i c u l a t i o n of three separate 

p o l i t i c a l c r i s e s : 

a) tha c r i s i s both for individual c a p i t a l s and the 

c a p l t e l l e t c laae aa a whole i n tha economic and 

p o l i t i c a l condit ions of accumulation; 

b) for tha Nat lonal lat Party a s the governing party 

in tha c a p i t a l i s t s t a t e ; and 

c} f o r the Nat lonal lat Party cutalde of government 

M an Afrikaner n a t l o n a l l a t party b u i l t on a 

part i cu lar eat of p o l i t i c a l a l l i a n c e s . 

I t l a crucia l to r e a l i s e that though inextr icably 

interconnected t these three d i f f erent l e v e l s of the 

c r i s i s of the South African a t a t a in 1978 re fer to 

very d i f f erent alignments of s e t s of organisat ional 

and Ideolog ica l c l a s s f o r c e e . Thua, the p o l i t i c a l 

c r l e l e confronting the NP government aa the rul ing 

party in the c a p i t a l i s t s t a t e , was not the same as , 

and cannot ba reduced t o , tha p o l i t i c a l c r i s i s 

confronting the NP as a p o l i t i c a l party representing 

a part i cu lar alignment of c lews forcee within the 

s o c i a l formation. Exis t ing accounts of both 

muldergate and the development of Afrikaner n a t i o n a l i s t 
19 p o l i t i c o have g l i b l y co l lapsed thess l e v e l s . To 

understand Uuldargate as a c r i s i s for tha c a p i t a l i s t 

s ta t e aa a wholea i t I s necessary t o grasp these 

verloue c r i s e s both i n t h e i r aeparateness and 

a r t i c u l a t i o n . 

The Struggle Inalde the Nat iona l i s t Party 

THE Nat iona l i s t Party has been In power in South 

Africa s ince 1906. It i s convent ional ly seen as a 

monolithic omaniaet lon rapreaanting ' the Afrikaner* 

in South African p o l i t i c s . Such a s t a t i c , 

undif ferent iated .view of the NP la profoundly 

misleading. As I have shown elsewhere tha NP camm 

into o f f i c e i n 1948 as tha p o l i t i c a l organisat ion of 

a e h l f t l n g , h ighly d i f f e r e n t i a t e d end contradictory 

c l e a s a l l i a n c e . Far from being a monolithic force , 

the NP has always been wracked by v igorous , oftwn 

b i t t e r and sometimes v i o l e n t c o n f l i c t s between the 

various forces comprising i t s s o c i a l b a s i s . To the 

vary l imi ted extent that t h e s e c o n f l i c t s have avwn 

bean recognised in the l i t e r a t u r e , they have been 

un iverea l ly depicted In purely ideo log i ca l terme t 

of ten over la id with a regional 1st emphasis. Thua, 

tha s o - c a l l e d 'moderate* n a t i o n a l i s t s of ' the South' 

( l a the Cepe province) are supposed t o be a t loggerheads 

with the hardlinare of ' the North' (tha Provinces of 

ths Transvaal and the Orange Free S t a t e ) . This l a 

usua l ly taken e s g i v e n . Now c l e a r l y there are deep 

ideo log i ca l and regional di f ferancaa in the character 

of Afrikaner nat ional lme. Yet these are hardly t h e i r 

own explanations . They must needs ba understood in 

terms of the s i g n i f i c a n t l y d i f f erent s o c i a l bases of 

the var ious prov lnc i e l NPs, and tha forms i n and 

through which these c l a s s d i f f e r e n c e s have bean 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l i s e d in n a t i o n a l i s t p o l i t i c s . 

Tha NP la no s i n g l e 'na t iona l ' party, but rather 

a l oose federat ion of 4 autonomous prov inc ia l p a r t i e s , 

wmch with i t s own d i s t i n c t s o c i a l b a s i s , party 

organisat ion , membership, c o n s t i t u t i o n , l eadersh ip , 

p r e s s , and p o l i t i c a l and i d e o l o g i c a l e t y l e . The NP 

qua party has a 'na t iona l ' ex i s t ence only through 4 

i n s t i t u t i o n s : the National Leader e l e c t e d by the 

Parliamentary caucus; a 'Federal Council* 

representing each prov inc ia l party, and which meets 

but rare ly ; the 'Federal Congreas', which meets even 

more rare ly ; and the Parliamentary caucus in which s i t 

tha Nat iona l i s t ammmmTt of Parliament from a l l 4 

provinces . Tha cabinet makes up a f i f t h National Party 

i n s t i t u t i o n , but l e simultaneously engaged a t a vary 

d i f f erent l e v e l of p o l i t l c a , and subject t o a much 

wider s a t of pressures and s t r u g g l e s . 

Each of these 'nat ional • i n s t i t u t i o n s of tha party 

ia a s i t e of widely d i f f er ing etrugglea and represente 

widely varying Interes t s* Tha much-neglected structure 

of tha NP l a v i t a l t o an understanding of i t s 

operat ion , a s tha real locus of power within the 

party oye party . I l e a in the Provincial party 
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onjanlaationt, rather than tha national inst i tut ion* , 

within tha Provincial part laa, tha Provincial leaders 

of tan hava graatar lnfluanca than tha National Laadar 

(aho i s usually alao a laadar of ona of tha Provincial + 

par t i ta - this coaprises hia raal poaar baaa within 

tha party) . within tha party qua party (aa distinct 

froa tha cabinet) tha Provincial leader* wield aa audi 

poaar aa tha National Laadar hlaaalf . Tha Provincial 

partlaa hava alaaya vary Jaaloualy guarded their 

particular lntaraata, prerogatives and idantlt iaa 

both froa aach othar, and froa tha 'National* 

institutions of tha party. 

Thua, tha ' raglonal lat ' or *provlnclal iat ' 

strugglaa ahlch hava alaaya plagued Afrikaner -

nationalist p o l i t i c * , raat at ona laval on thaaa 

4 distinct party atrvcturaa. Hoaavar, » i a 

raglonaliaa and tha oftan aida policy and ideological 

dlffaranca* bataaan tha po l i t i ca l partlaa ara a*plainad 

by tha fact that aach party has a distinct claaa baaia: 

aach l a tha inatitutionollaatlon of a distinct fora. 

of claaa alllanca ahlch dif fara in important raapacta 

froa that of l t a fadaral partners. Thua, aa 

aaparataly organlaad, aaparataly financad and 

aaparataly lad po l i t i ca l lnatl tut iona a l th di f ferent ia l 

aoclal baaaat tha 4 provincial Natlonaliat Partlaa 

hava acqulrad distinct lnat l tut lonal practices, 

ldaoloolcal atylaaand lntaraata. Far f r o * baing 

aonolithic organisations, thay hava changad 

aignifioantly during tha parlod of tha » ' a ru la . 

I h U a t i t l a ooaposad of a federation of 4 

provincial part laa, tha HP l a In fact alaoat to ta l ly 

doalnatad by tha tao largaat of thaaa, tha Transvaal 

and Capa Nationalist Partlaa. Tha-ft* of*tha Oranga 

Fraa State haa tandad to folloa that of tha Tranavaal 

(although thara raaaln significant dlffarancaa), 

and tha NP of Natal la ao aaak aa to bo almost 

inaignif leant. Thua, for tha aafca of brevity, in 

tha analysis of tha growing crisis in tha Natlonaliat 

Party during tha 1970a, I ahall concantrata 

predominant!/ on tha tan largar provincial part laa. 

Vary achaaatlcaUy, in tha Tranavaal in t948 

tha NP aanagad for tha f i r s t t i - e In i t a history to 

organiaa po l i t i ca l l y a claaa all ianca of tha (alaoat 

axdualvaly Afrllraani apaafciimj) capital ist faraars of 

tha Provlnca; apaciflc strata of ahita workers 

in tha adnlng, conatruotlon, ataal and transport 

lnduatriaat ' tha larga AfrUcaana apaateing patty 

bourgeoisie in tha state apparatus and tha profaaalona; 

and f i n a l l y , aaarglng out of thla latter group, a 

aaall claaa of aspirant coaswrclal and financial 

capitalists organlaad in tha ftaddlnp^oaadbaaaging 

( l i t e r a l l y , tha '-ova-ant for tha act of rascue). 

Thla la t tar group aara haavily dapandant on tha ra-

invaatad aurpluaaa of agricultura and tha savings of 

Afrlkaana apaatears of a l l claaaaa. Indaad, long 

bafora tha NP aaa abla to organlsa thaaa diaparata 

clasa foraaa into a po l i t i ca l al l lanca, through tha 

various organisations of tha RaddingsdaadbasaginQ, 

tha patty bourgaoiala had organlaad thaa into a fora 

of aoonoaic al l ianca. 

Elaaahara I hava analyaad in datal l tha condition* 

giving r laa to , and tha apaciflc fora of, th la 

a l l i anca . 2 1 Hara I t should be straaaad, hoaavar, that 

alongslda tha NP, Transvaal Natlonaliat pol i t ics aaa 

doalnatad by a aacrat aociaty knoan aa tha Afrikanar 

Broedsrbond. Tha Afrikaner Qroadarfaond aaa affaotlvaly 

tha institution through ahlch tha apaciflc lntaraata 

of tha Afrikaner patty bourgsoieis cams to ba 

lndapandantly organlaad and art lculatad. Tha 

Broadarbond aasuaad a aalf-conacioua rola aa tha 

vanguard of Afrikaner nationalism. Through I t tha 

Afrikaner patty bourgeoisie axarclaad ideological 

dominance ovar tha Tranavaal NP and othar organs of 

Afrikaner nationalism in tha province (and ths 

Oranga Fraa State). Thua, i n both tha vldar . 

Afrlkanar natlonaliat aovaaant in tha Tranavaal, and 

tha NP In particular, an idaology of tha Afrikaner 

yolk aaa artlculatad ahlch atraaaad a particular fora 

of •snti - iaperlal isa' and tha lntaraata of tha 

(ahita) 'aaall eavV against tha large (and 

predominantly English apaateing) eonopcJies ahlch 

doalnatad tha accraty. 

Tha situation in tha Capa differed aaricadly. 

Hara tha NP had long rastad on an aconoaic and 

po l i t i ca l all lanca bataaan tha aaalthlar capital ist 

far -era , part icularly of tha eastern Capa, on tha 

ona hsjnd, and a aaal l group of f inancial capltal iata 

in tha oanlaai (and later Raeorandt) to-canie* Off ttta 

othar. Tha aoving spir i ts in Sanle-n had if* feet 

doalnatad tha Capa *F right frxm i ts inception in 

1913. Thua tha Capa party aaa far aora opanly 

capital ist i n oriantatlon and sympathies than that 

of tha Tiwiavaal. I t a lntarpratatlon of ahat 

constitutes tha *Afrlkanar volk' and ' i U 1 lntaraata 

l i k e . u a varied considerably, laying far graatar 

aaphaaia on tha condltiona to aacura stable capital ist 

prof i t , ttoat s igni f icant ly , tha Afrlkanar Biuadeibond 

aaa not a part icularly iaportant forca in Capa' 

natlonaliat po l l t lca . Indaad, tha Broadartond aaa 

of tan characterised aa tha aajor oooooiticnal forca 

to tha 'Capa finance power* - ahlch bacaaa tha 

Tranavaal an%ar phraaa for tha Cape party. 

This la not tha place for a detailed analyala 

of tha regioneiisa In tha NP after 1906. Tap points 

hoaavar ahould ba noted. F irst ly , during tha 1980a, 

tha previous Capa doainanca ovar tha NP as a ahola 

began to give aay to tha now aora powerful forces 

of tha Tranavaal- I M a i a raflactad in tha success 

of tha tao Tranavaal candidate* (JG Strfjdoa and hF 

Varaoard) ovar tha Capa candidates (H Havanga and 

C Oongaa) In tha leadership elections of 1964 and 

1956. Thla groaing Tranavaal doalnanca r a f l a c U 

tha incraaaing isolation of 'Capa financa poaar* 
• 

froa tha forcaa aafcing up tha Tranavaal la*. 

Secondlyt during tha 1960a a crucial shift began 

to take place in tha econoaic alllances underpinning 

tha Capa fcff\ Tha accumulation atratagy of tha 

natlonaliat economic -eovawwjnt (tha namaJlTyjadaea^asaBtng) 

during tha 19at)a rested on tha centralisation into 

Afrikaner financial unoajrtafelnga of surplus aoney-

capital erassulatad in agrloultura, and l t a 

conversion hara Into productive capi ta l . Hoaavar, 

tha aavlnga of Afrllcanar workers and tha patty 

bourgeoisie aara alao an iaportant oacondary source 

of finance. Hoaavar, tha rata and pattern of 

accuaulatlon in tha varioua aconoaic undertakings 

established by tha Rat« 1 noadaadbaaapina aaa unavan. 

Aa by fa r tha largaat and aoat powerful Afrlkanar 

financial ttsapany, Sanlaa had inspired tha economic 
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movement ( I n co l labora t ion with the Broederbond), 

dominated i t s various organisat ions, and was the 

prime economic benef ic iary of the a l l i a n c e . Largely 

as a resul t of HP po l icy a f t e r 1946, the growth of 

Senlem a f t a r 1946 wee nothing short o f remarkable. 

By i960 the funds uodar i t s control had been 

increased by over 1 500)1. The r e a l e igni f icance 

of t h i e growth l i e s i n the f a c t tha t by 1960, long 

before any other Afr ikaner f i n a n c i a l undertaking 

(wi th the possible exception of the Rembrandt 

Corporation) eas i n a s i m i l a r pos i t ion , Senlem's 

t o t a l aconoailc dependence on an a l l i a n c e e l t h 

farmers and workers as the eejor source of i t s c a p i t a l 

had been broken. Freed from the need f o r an economic 

a l l i a n c e e l t h a g r i c u l t u r e . Senlaa began to pursue 

Independent (and previously unthinkable) economic and 

p o l i t i c a l p o l i c i e s . Af ter 1960, i t moved in to ever 

closer cooperation e i t h the Anglo-American Corporation 

i n a number of undertakings, culminating i n a Joint 

take over of the General etining and Finance Corporation 

- thua gaining the f i r s t ever entry of an Afr ikaner 

company in to the 'mammy t e r r i t o r y ' of mining f inance . 

This cooperation e i t h the arch epltoee of 

'Hoggenheimer' aroused b i t t e r condemnation of Sanlam 

w i t h i n Afr ikaner na t iona l is t r a n k s . Z S 

The d i f f e r e n t i e l development of Afrikaner 

finance a f t e r 1905 l a yet another area requir ing 

much fur ther research. Yet the basic point i s 

c l e a r . By 1960 the process of c a p i t a l accumulation 

was rap id ly loosening the economic a l l i a n c e between 

Cepe finence c a p i t a l and a g r i c u l t u r e . This v i t a l 

s h i f t i n the alignment of forces organised by the 

Cape NP, had a l g n i f i c a n t e f fec ts f o r the p o l i t i c s of 

the Cape p a r t y . Sanlem reta ined i t s overwhelming 

dominance of the Cepe nP, which began to engage i n 

increasingly open c o n f l i c t with the other prov inc ia l 

p a r t i e s on prec ise ly the basic questions of the 

const i tu t ion of the Afrikaner volk and the nature of 
ffitaB i n t e r e s t s . * I n the period 1960-66, the Cepe 

NP eas regarded i n n a t i o n a l i s t c i r c l e e ee ' the 
mm 

opposit ion p a r t y ' . This c o n f l i c t then raged I n 

a l l the organisat ions of Afr ikaner nat ional ism, 

from business groupings^ the Broederbond ( i t s e l f used 

;as a counter force to the Cepe p a r t y ) , churches, 

Parliament and cab ine t . 

Here the v i t a l question of the re la t ionsh ip 

between par ty , government and s t a t e must be posed. 

The yeers immediately before the W> came t o power had 

seen an intense end open p o l i t i c ! e a t I o n of the s t a t e 

bureaucrecy i n South A f r i c a . P o l i t i c a l struggles 

wi th in the c a p i t a l i s t c lass , and between i t and ' 

spec i f i c s t r a t a of the p e t t y bourgaolsle and whita 

workers were fought out so vehemently wi th in the 

c i v i l service tha t po l icy I n i t i a t i v e s of the then-

r u l i n g united Party were e f f e c t i v e l y paralysed. 

The Afr ikaner Broederbond M S p a r t i c u l a r l y e c t i v e i n 

t h i s process, commonly re fe r red t o as the n a t i o n a l i s t 

'whi te -ant ing• of the government.2 7 Immediately on 

assuming o f f i c e i n 1MB, as Q matter o f p r i o r i t y , the 

NP government began a systematic purge of the senior 

ranks of the c i v i l eervice end I n s t a l l e d p r o -

N a t i o n e l i s t e leaante . These purges were car r ied out 

by ind iv idua l M in is te rs , and Involved a protracted 

process of struggla wi th in the s t a t e apperatuaee. I n 

the process, p a r t i c u l a r government m i n i s t r i e s became 

powerful p o l i t i c a l bases f o r e number of p o l i t i c i a n s . 

This should be seen ne i ther i n purely subject ive nor 

inst rumenta l is t terms. Rather , i t impl ies the t 

through the struggle t o transform the s t a t e apparatus* 

the state apparatus I t s e l f become a s i t e of ongoing 

c o n f l i c t between the cless forces organised i n the 

NP. Speci f ic min is t r ies were i d e n t i f i e d with 

spec i f i c • r e g i o n a l i s t ' p o l i t i c a l l i n e s , end the 

reg iona l i s t struggles were fought out p e r t i e l l y 

between p a r t i c u l a r state I n s t i t u t i o n s . 

This led t o s i g n i f i c a n t anomalies. Under the 

Premiership of Or OF Halan, I9a8-5d , a d is juncture 

developed between the r e l a t i v e reg iona l i s t etrengths 

i n the perty on the one hand, and the government on 

the other . By v i r t u e of the r e s u l t s of the 1948 

and 1953 e lec t ion r e s u l t s , the Transvaal pa r ty had 

f i n a l l y emerged as the most powerful of the 

prov lnc ie l NPs. Y e t , as simultaneously Prime Min is ter 

and leader of the. Cape HP, leslan uastf h is prerogat lvea 

of appointment i n en ettempt to shore up Cape 

dominance i n .the government, H is f i r s t Cab3.net 

contained but two Transvaal appointments.in 

r e l a t i v e l y i n s i g n i f i c a n t p o r t f o l i o s , w h i l s t 7 

Cape attnlatara ( i n a Cabinet o f 12) v i r t u a l l y 

monopolised the Important poets . Thus, under Malan, 

p a r t i c u l a r l y powerful M i n i s t r i e s became associated 

wi th the 'Cape l i n e * (espec ia l ly Finance and 

Transport) whi ls t the Transvaal s t ruggle against 

the Cape 'moderation11 was waged la rge ly from the 

base of Str l jdom and Verwoerd i n the U i n i s t r l s s 

of Lends end Netive A f f a i r e . 

Thuefar i t has been argued that the e 

separate NPs res t on d i f f e r e n t social bases and 

hence have i n s t i t u t i o n a l i s e d s i g n i f i c a n t l y var ied 

p o l i t i c s . An lmportent feature of Na t iona l is t 

p o l i t i c s l i e s I n the ongoing struggle between these 

various c lass forces, a struggle i n s t i t u t l o n e U s e d 

wi th in the verlous p a r t i e s , and taking the f o r a of 

of ten b i t t e r ' r e g i o n a l i s t 1 c o n f l i c t between them. 

This c o n f l i c t i e la rge ly expressed i n ideo log ica l 

terms aa deep d i f ferences over what cons t i tu tes 

the Afr ikaner volk end ' I t e * i n t e r e e t e . I t l a waged 

not only through the ftP i t s e l f , but the numerous 

organisat ions which c o l l e c t i v l y comprise organised 

Afr ikaner nat ional ism. 

At a second l e v e l , t h i s s t ruggla i s over whet 

types of p o l i c i e s should be pursued by the NP as the 

governing par ty . The f a c t t h a t the NP was a lso the 

governing perty gave e p a r t i c u l a r character to the 

ways i n which these c o n f l i c t s a r e fought out w i t h i n 

t h e state apparatus. I do not aant to be misunderetood 

here . This i s not to reduce the s t a t e as a s i t e o f 

class s t ruggle to a simple c o n f l i c t between the 

various tendencies i n Afr ikaner nat ional ism. 

These nmmtt to be s i tuated i n t h e i r e r t i c u l a t l o n with 

the wider class struggles end contradict ions w i t h i n 

and between the s t a t e apparatuses. But here I am 

p a r t i c u l a r l y concerned e i t h the question of how the 

e f f e c t s of the contradict ions wi th in Af r ikaner 

nat iona l ise themselves helped s t ructure the p a r t i c u l a r 

form of the c r i a i s o f the South Afr ican a t a t e i n the 

mid - l a t e 1970a. Thus, as c o n f l i c t between organised 

class forces ovsr s t a t e p o l l c y t these Afr ikaner 

n a t i o n a l i s t p o l i t i c s teke piece at three l eve le 
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w i t h i n t>e s t « t « apparatus: the Parl iamentary 

caucus; the cabinet ; and wi th in and between the 

various s t a t e apparatuses. 

Acute c o n f l i c t s and s t rugg le* wi th in Afr ikaner 

n a t i o n a l i s t ranks were a constant fea ture of South 

Afr ican p o l i t i c s a f t e r 1W8 (and indeed b e f o r e ) . 

But these were not s t a t i c s t ruggles . Their content 

and forms sh i f ted wi th the changes i n the soc ia l 

bases of the various prov inc ia l NPs* most s i g n i f i c a n t 

here was the changing r e l a t i o n s h i p between Caps 

f inance and a g r i c u l t u r e , which began to s h i f t the 

Cepe NP i n t o an even more openly opposit ional ro le 

w i t h i n the p a r t y . I n the immediate aftermath of 

the Sherpevl l le c r l e t s of I960, p a r t i c u l a r l y whi ls t 

Dr Verwoerd was recovering from %n assassination 

attempt, end the forces of the t r a d i t i o n a l 

n a t i o n a l i s t a l l i a n c e were temporari ly l eeder less , 

the struggle w i t h i n the NP was very f i n e l y balanced. 

However, once Verwoerd returned to p o l i t i c a l l i f e , 

he succeeded i n mobi l is ing against the Cepe f i n a n c i a l 

i n t e r e a t s , a l l the other elaes forces i n the NP. This 

wes echieved p e r t l y by eppropr iet ing f o r the r i g h t the 

mantle o f t rue Afr ikaner nat ional ism, with 

Verwoerd es I t s l n f e l l i b l e leader . For the 

remainder of h ie Premiership, he M 9 successful i n 

keeping the Cape p o l i t i c a l l y i a o l a t e d . 

Verwoerd was able to maintain t h i s a l l i a n c e 

against Cape f inance by c e n t r e l l e i n g power i n both 

par ty and government in to h ie ro lee as Nat ional 

Leader o r the NP and Prime Min is ter respect ive ly . 

.This was unprecedented i n the h ia tory of the NP. Thus, 

the Cape was doubly Iso la ted - wi th in the party as a 

whole, and i n the s t a t e apparatus I t s e l f . Verwoert 's 

period as Prime Min is ter saw a narked diminution i n 

the powers of both ind iv idua l Min is ters and the 

Cabinet i t s e l f , w i th the Prime Min is ter taking 

f i n a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r a l l c r u c i a l dec is ions, and 

of ten announcing these t o Cabinet without coneu l ta t ion . 

Likewise, the NP caucua had i t s p o l i t i c a l independence 

severely c u r t a i l e d , and was simply not informed of a 

number of c r u c i a l p o l i t i c a l decisions (such as the 

v i t a l l y important 1959 Promotion of Bantu S e l f -

Government B i l l ) before they were l a i d before 

Perl iement. Verwoerd was able to operate I l k a th is 

because of h is personal p o l i t i c a l power base w i t h i n 

the Afr ikaner Browdertond. During h i s Premiership, 

the AS Executive Council i n many senses displaced 
• 

the Cabinet as a po l icy making body. And given thet 

the Cepe had no inf luence wi th in the Broederbond, i t 

was the ldee l i n s t i t u t i o n through which t o mobi l ise 

a l l c lass forcea i n the n a t i o n a l i s t a l l i a n c e egalnst 

the Cepe* 

Yet the contradict ions and c o n f l i c t a w i t h i n 

organised Afr ikaner ne t iona l iea were i n no senee 

brought to en end under Verwoerd's a u t h o r i t e r l a n 

leadership, they were aimply displaced. I f an i ron 

d i s c i p l i n e of the mejor i ty eas mainteined i n the 

party t o keep the Cape i n l i n e , these struggles 

s p i l l e d over in to b i t t e r c o n f l i c t i n a i l the other 

orgeniset ions of Af r ikaner net lonel ism, from church 

and c u l t u r a l groups to buslneas organisat ions, e t c . 

Here the Sanlam group managed to maintain i t s cont ro l 

over the very i n f l u e n t i a l Afrlkaanse Handel sins t l t u u t 

(AHI) ae a major p l e t f o r a from which to challanga 

the dominant l i n e I n the p a r t y . Despite e b i t t e r 

struggle f o r power e t the 196fl AHI congress, Sanlam 

could not be dislodged, and i t was predominantly 

through the AHI tha t t h e Cape l i n e was a r t i c u l a t e d . 

8y 1965, i t was openly acknowledged thet Afr ikaner 

nat ional ism had I t s ' v e r l l o t e ' ( ' en l ightened* ) and 

'verkrempt* ( • r e a c t i o n a r y * ) wings. The main base of 

the v e r l l g t e a ley i n the Cape par ty , w i th e len ly 

gathering support f o r i t e posi t ion amongst c e r t a i n 

business groups I n the Transvaal . The so-cal led 

verkrempte wing was' led by Verwoerd. The main 

d i f ferencee ware over labour pol icy and r e l a t i o n s 

wi th English c a p i t a l i s t s * The Cape groups favoured 

much looser r e s t r i c t i o n s on the mobi l i t y and t r a i n i n g 

of a f r l c a n labour and close co-operation with 

English buslneae. But these were i n many respects 

the fundamental questions around which Afr ikaner 

net lonel ism es a claaa a l l i a n c e hinged - these 

issues touched d i r e c t l y the In te rea ts of a l l the 

verious class forces organised under Afr ikaner 

nationalism), t t eae prec ise ly the accumulation of 

c a p i t a l by the Cepe f i n a n c i e r s and t h e i r new 

independence from the economic support o f Afr ikaner 

fanners, pet ty bourgeoleie and s o r t e r s , which led to 

t h i s change i n Sanlam's posi t ion on the c ruc ia l 

issues of i n f l u x c o n t r o l , s k i l l e d labour, f inance 

po l icy , e t c . Thus, what the v e r l l g t e a eere i n f e e t 

advocating wes e new I n t e r p r e t a t i o n of the in te res ts , 

of the Afr ikaner volk , one which concentrated 

p a r t i c u l a r l y on the needs of the rap id ly growing 

group of powerful Afr ikaner c a p i t a l i s t * l ed by Swnlem. 

The assassination of Or Verwoen) i n September 

1966 brought these contredict lons out in to the open, 

In to a v ic ioua f i g h t wi th in the NP i t s e l f . I n these ^ 

a t rugglea , the personal p o l i t i c a l poai t ion of the 

new NP leader , John Voreter , became v i t a l l y Important , 

i n that i t was a s i g n i f i c a n t f a c t o r i n the form taken 

by these struggles. 

From the viewpoint of a l l 'normal* p o l i t i c a l 

considerations. 8J Voreter should never have been 

elected leeder of the NP and Prime M i n i s t e r . Almost 

everything i n h ie p o l i t i c a l past t o l d against him. 

During the 19eOs he had b—n e leader of the b i t t e r l y 

ent i -NP and Nexl -or lented Oasewa Branding. I n the 

1948 e l e c t i o n Voreter had at tacked the NP aa a n t i 

democratic whan I t opposed h is candidacy f o r the W»*s 

e lec t ion par tner , the Afr ikaner P a r t y . Defying perty 

d i s c i p l i n e , Voreter fought tne e lec t ion ae en 

independent, ioeing by two votee , thereby denying 

en otherwise eefe eeat to the Nat lonmliet c o a l i t i o n . 

He hed only Joined the NP i n 1951 and been e lected 

t o Parliament i n 1933. He hed nm^r developed a 

strong personal p o l i t i c a l beam w i t h i n the Tranavaal 

per ty . I n 1966 he ranked a lowly t h i r t e e n t h i n 

Cabinet s e n i o r i t y , end as Min is ter o f P o l i c e , had 

been the man u l t imate ly responsible f o r ttie Prime 

M i n i s t e r ' s sa fe ty when Verwoerd waa k i l l e d . The only 

other candidate f o r the leadership eea the moat eenior 

member of the cabinet . Transport Minister Ben ScJvjemmn, 

deputy leader of the Treneveal Party before the death 

of Verwoerd. But Bchoaman's p o l i t i c a l paet t o l d 

against him too . He waa one of the diminishing band 

of so-cal led oud-ameIters, l e Natlonmliata who i n 

the 19Xe had s p l i t the Nat iona l is t Party t o j o i n 

the United Par ty . He hed come back to the f o l d I n 



p»g« 10 

1939, but aoaa aaabars of the Nationalist right wing 

hid long •WDTlt t , and regarded the smelters as far 

•o r i objectionable than tha aaaaara of tha O j j w 

Brandwag. 

Given that thera was no clear and obvious 

auccaaaor to varaoard, whose total dominance of both 

party and govarnaant had thoroughly precluded tha 

— f — of a nuatoar two in both, and In tha l ight 

of tha axtraaa factionallaa within tha party, 

Voratar'a vary po l i t ioa l aaaxnaas stood in hla favour. 

Ha waa not firmly identified with any faction of tha 

par t / , and enjoyed wide respect for hia ruthless 

perfccaance aa Htniatarof Juatica. Voratar eventually 

eaarpad aa tha unchallenged candidata because ha 

anjoyad tha total backing of two apparantly 

contradictory alnga of tha party - tha axtraaa right 

lad by Or A Hartzog, and tha Capa party. Togathar 

thay coaprlaad a Majority of Nationalist aPa, 

parsuadlng Schoaaan to withdraw baf ora tha issue 

oaiaa to a vote* Tha support of tha axtraaa varkamptaa 

for Voratar can ba aaally axplalnad. Hla maabarahlp 

of tha pro-Mazi Osaewe Brand wag when couplad with tha 

hardllnar reputation aamad aa Minister of Juatica , 

ewwaad to aart hia out aa a cowaiittad partlaan of 

tha r ight . Tha Capa vota ia axplalnad by tha fact 

that , in tha abaanca of a cradibla Capa candidata. 

voratar's aarriaga to tha daughtar of ona of tha 

foundara of tha Capa HP and Sanlaa - PA Helen - aede 

hla tha aoat accaptabla candidata. I t aaa through 

thia connactlon that Voratar had in fact baan ao 

Quickly rehabilitated In tha V after 19d8. His 

appointaant to tha Cablnat by Verwoard In 1968. but 

5 yaara aftar ontaring Parl laaint , aaa widely 

lntarpratad in Nationalist clrclaa aa ona of tha 

aopa VarwoenJ offarad to tha Capa NP, s t i l l b i t ta r 

a f tar tha dafaat of l ta candidata in tha 1958 

laadarahip election* 

This detail i s crucial to an understanding of 

tha nature of Vorstar'a laadarahip in both party 

and govarnaant. Ha laaadlataly raallsad that ha 

could not doainata either in tha style of Verwoard. 

I n tha party, ha thua tr iad to stand abova a l l 

factions, and bring M a togathar by tha praatlps 

of hia of f ice . To do so, ha took a stap unprecedented. 

I n Nationalist po l i t ics , ona which aaa to transfer* 

tha ralationahlp between party and govarnaant» 

Under tha noraal procadura of tha NP, aa tha chosan 

National Laadar of tha party in succession to 

Varaoard, ha would naturally havs llkaalsa succeeded 

varaoard aa Transvaal laadar of tha nP. Evary 

national laadar of tha NV alnca i t a Incaptlon had < 

baan alaultanaoualy tha laadar of tha Party in hia 

hoaa Province. Thia coaprlaad tha f ina l po l i t i ca l 

basa of tha National Laadar. But Voratar had not 

rlsan to national laadarahip through tha aatabllahad 

path of promotion In his provincial party. Ha had 

not anjoyad tha support of tha ovsrshalalng 

majority of Tranavaal af>s in tha pariod in which i t 

aaaaad aa i f an alaction between hla and Schoaaan 

would ba nacasaary to aalact tha national laadar. 

Ha had no natural po l i t i ca l basa in tha Transvaal 

party, while tha Provincial laadarahip aaa hia to 

claia by r ight , ha auat hava raaliaad that not only 

would ha anjoy at bast tha grudging support of tha 

party organisation in tha province, but glvan that 

tha factionallaa of tha HP was at i t s worst i n tha 

Transvaal, ha would gat sucfcad Into thoaa atrugglaa 

in a way which could rapidly loaa hla hla support 

in othar provinces. Thus rathar than take thasa 

risks for l l t t l a ratum Voratar announcad ha would 

not accapt tha Transvaal laadarahip. and offarad i t 

to hla aatonishad and grat l f lad opponent, Ben 

Schoaaan - thereby placing Schoaaan and his faction 

daap in Vorstar'a po l i t i ca l dabt, and axpl ic l t ly 

alavating hia own placa in tha W* to that abova 

tha various factions. 

Thia dapartura was to ba of v i ta l algnificanca 

in tha factional struggle in tha NP. Vith tha 

National Laadar of tha party thua affaet ivaly 

without a local inst i tut ions! powar base In tha 

party, i t meant that tha aachinary of govarnaant 

would coma to play an lncraaaingly iaportant rola 

in thaaa factional atrugglaa* Oaaplta hla dallbarata 

attaapt to elevate hlaaalf abova thaaa atrugglaa, 

Voratar could not raaain neutral aa tha hP want into 

l t a aost sarlous lntarnal sp l i ts slnca tha 1940s. 

Indeed for tha f i r a t thrae yaara of hie'Praaiership 

ha waa attacked froa a nuabar of aides as baing a 

weak laadar, Siaply to protact hia own posit ion, 

he aaa forcad, witnin tha party, to raly on various 

factional groups, i n tha aarly yaara of his 

laadarahip, 1966-9, whan the axtraaa right attaaptad 

to drlva tha verllgtaa out of tha ranka of Afrikaner 

natlonallaa (but andad up baing drlvan out of tha 

party thaaaalvaa) Voratar was forcad to raly vary 

haavlly on tha Capa Party for support. But Voratar 

dapandad for pol i t ical support avan aora haavily on 

tha Special Branch of tha South African Police. Aa 

Hinietar of Juatica, ha had b u i l t tha Security Police 

into a vary powarful force In South African po l l t ica . 

Tha SB waa used against Voratar'a natlonaliat 

opponenta as affaetivaly aa ha had uaad i t to break 

tha national l iberat ion aovaaent in tha aarly 60s. 

Thus, ona of tha aoat algnlf leant features of South 

African pol l t ica In tha 1960a waa tha aaaalva 

build-up in tha diract ly po l i t i ca l rola of tha 

Sacurity Police under Voratar. Eventually in 1969, 

ha craatad a naw, apaclal aacurlty aarvlca, raaponslbla 

only to the Priaa Minister, tha notorious BOSS. 

Hencaforth 6086 aaa Voratar'a atrongaat and aost 

effective paraonal pol i t ica l basa. But this 

development aaant that tha apparatuses of tha state 

ware now uaad by tha Priaa Hiniatar to intervene 

diractly in internal natlonaliat po l l t ica . 

There ia a further iaportant dlaanaion here* 

Tha varfcraapta/verllgta confl ict waa asaantially 

a atruggla batwaan thoaa who wlahad to praaarva 

tha claaa all ianca of 1948 as an all iance doainated 

by tha interests of farmer* and tha patty bourgaolala 

against those who raaliaad that In 20 years tha social 

basa of Afrikaner natlonallaa had shifted profoundly, 

and wantad to transfora tha ideology and pol l t ica to 

suit tha changing class composition of tha volk. Tha 

varl lgte phanomenon was a response to tha aaarganca 

particularly In tha 1960s of a class of aggraasiva, 

self-confident Afrikaner capi ta l ists , whoaa intaraata 

now want beyond thoaa of tha narrow claaa al l ianca 

out of which thay had aaargad. By tha lata ttCQe, 

the varl iyte element *as no longer confined to tha 



Cap*, but aae emarglng u * strong element In the 

Transvaal * • • • 1 1 . And Just • * he* occurred In the 

Cap* a dwcsda ear l ier , i t s economic dependence on an 

• UUnc> of a l l classes of Wrikaane apeafrere had 

now baan bnfcen. Moa tha Transvaal bualnseeaen 

ware a l io beginlng to puraua indapandant econoalc 

end po l i t i ca l policiee. 

I n l t a struggles against tha ver l lgte wing of 

tha party, tha vatkiaaplss attempted to uaa thalr 

tradit ional po l i t i ca l organisation, tha Afrikaner 

Broodertond, aoalnat ahat thay labelled tha 'flnanca 

poaar of tha South'. Indeed, a strong aova was mounted 

to portray tha factional etrtsjgle u a alapla conflict 

between tha Afrike n#r Broedertwnd aa tha guardian and 

soul of t radi t ional Afrikaner values on tha ona hand, 

•nd tha nouveeu r ich* "money caplta l lata ' of tha 

8outh on tha othar hand, Hara again tha Indapandant 
• 

rola of Voratar ems v i t a l . By 1967 I t was clear that 

ha a u not going to aupport tha vaHcraapta e f fo r t , 

and ha began to ba attacked aa yet anothar lackey of 

tha Gape. Given that Vormtar aaa s t i l l vary dependant 

on tha Cape party at thla etaga, there aaa aoaa truth 

in thla charge. However, Voratar aust have reallead 

that I f tha Afrikaner feoedertkond aera ueed egminet 

h ia , he would be to ta l ly laolatad po l i t i ca l l y . Thua 

aa National Leader of the HP he deaandad total 

loyalty from tha AS, and part icularly i ts arch-

vartcrewpta chairman, Dr PJ Meyer. Uoraovar, ha 

further aada aura that ^mty large numbers of eecurlty 

policemen aera admitted to tha AB, and hia supporter* 

ware thua able to outvote the extreme right in a l l 

laportant instances.30 Tha affect of thla aaa to 

destroy f i n a l l y tha pol i t ica l independence of tha 

Broedwrbond, reducing I t for the f i r s t tlea) In l ta 

history largely to a platform for tha leader of the hP. 

Thie accoapUahadt Voratar then required of tha 

veifcraapta Hayar that ha purge froa tha Broederbond 

and party e l l the othar verkraaptae aho aould not 

too the l ine . He used tha r ight to destroy the r ight . 

voratar fs deliberately chosen and carefully 

cultivated Bonapertist position within tha UP aa 

above tha factions, likawiae had v i t a l consequences 

for po l i t i ca l struggles both within the government 

and etate epperatueee. Given hie own ra lat lva 

eaefcneae aithin the Cabinet, Voratar discarded 

Verwoard'a authoritarian style of leadership 

through total doainatlon of each attnlster, and 

adopted a 'chairman of the board1 approach. Ful l 

policy-making reeponsibll lty aas again given back 

to Ministers aithin the i r oen departments, and tha 

Prlsa Minister ass knoan not to intervene in any 

Minister's running of hie dapartnant. Thle had the 

conaequence that individual a lnlstr iea vara again 

rapidly transformed into powerful po l i t i ca l fiafdoas 

by Individual Ministers. Tha factlonaliat atruggle 

a i th in tha HP aas again openly eoged a i th in , but 

aora part icular ly, between various govarnaent 

a in la t r iae . 

Certain a ln la t r les rapidly bacsae identif ied e l th 

certain ' l ines' a i th in the party, and interdepartaeiital 

tussles aara openly discussed in ths press. Thus, eg, 

the powerful r ivalry betaean the Department of Foreign 

Affaire as a aaat of the var l lgtes, and tha Gmpartaent 

of Inforaatlon headed by tha varfcrempte Connie 

Mulder, aae legendary. Lass publloslly known, 

though ultimately equally laportant, aas tha 

growing conflict between tha a l l l t a r y and security 

apparatuses. Through the Dapartaant of Defence 

(preelded over by tha leader of tha Cape « \ P* 

Botha) tha a l l l t a r y began to ploy an increasingly 

open role in South African p o l i t i c s , arguing for 

m i i t a r i l y defensible policies. Tha reforae desired 

by the a l l l t a r y leadership in aeny aays coincided 

with thoae being argued for by Sanlaa, and tha mi l i tary 

aae known to ba growing increasingly restive at the 

paralyele which hP factlonallea foletad on the 

govarnaent. Indeed, in 1966, at tha height of tha 

struggls in tha NP; a l l l t a r y clrclee aara 

reputedly buzzing with talk of a nee po l i t i ca l party 

to be haadad by PW Botha. Tha eecurlty forces on tha 

other hand ears reputed to see South Africa's p o l i t i 

cal probleaa largely in teras of conspiracies by 

agitators, and downplayed any need for rafora. Tha. 

conflict between the teo reached breaking point over 

the South African Intervention in Angola' in t97fl. 

According to top Parliamentary sources, ths a l l l t a r y 

opposed the Intervention, arguing that i t s l iks ly 

results did not coapeneate for tha p o l i t i c a l damage i t 

aould do to to the govarnaent*a 'detente* pol icies, 

whilst ths Bureau of State Security aaa convinced that 

strong support i n Africa could ba gelned for a South 

African defeat of the MPLA. PV Botha aas reported to 

have bean particularly aablttered by tha decision to 

riek a Hal ted intervention.3 1 Aa i t happened, BOSS 

aae Voratar'a oen pol i t ica l base within the govarnaent 

and af ter the humiliation of Angola, the increasingly 

open conflict between the a i l i t a r y and B06B often 

pit ted Voratar agalnat Pf Botha. 

l h l l e t tha eccnoay was booaing, and tha country 

enjoyed relat ive po l i t i ca l a tab i l l t y , Voratar aaa able 

to maintain hie Bonapertist role within the party 

and govarnaent with soaa success* Particularly a f ter 

tha extreme verkraaptae ware driven out of tha NP in 

1969, hie personal po l i t i ca l prastigs and influence 

were anoraoua. Following the auccesses of the NP 

egelnet the right in the 1970 election, he ess able to 

abandon his previously heavy po l i t i ca l reliance on 

the Cape Party and aaauaa in rea l i t y tha role he 

had cast for hlaself as ths force uniting in his person 

a l l factions aithin the NP. Hoasvsr, with the rapid 

escalation of econoalc and po l i t i ca l cr is is in tha 

mld-1970e, th la Bonapartlet role became Increasingly 

d i f f i c u l t to auatain. The verl igte wing began to 

push for far-reaching policy reforms, part icularly with 

respect to labour and state control of the economy, 

•hich vigorously re-opened the factlonaliat atrugglaa 

In tha W . Particularly after the Angola debacle, 

Venter 's own peraonal position became increasingly 

identified with the right-wing of tha NP, now lead by 

tha new Transvaal leader and Miniater of Information, 

Or Connie Mulder. Tha right aara demanding a 

emintananoa of t ight influx control aaasuraa. 

restrictions on the employment of aki l led african 

labour, no fone of recognition of african trade unions 

and continued etate control of the infrastructural 

sectors of the economy. Thle r ight alng position s t i l l 

rested on an all iance of capital ist farmers, white 

workers and eectione of tha Afrikaner petty bourgaolele, 

part icularly those employed by tha etate . 



An Important caveat needs to be w d i h i m . The 

argument that the contradict ions within and between 

the class forces organised by the NP qua p a r t / were 

transposed In to the Cabinet and especia l ly In to the 

a t a t a apparatuses themselves must not ba misunderstood. 

This i s not to imply tha t these were the o n l y , o r 

•van the major struggles and contradict ions w i t h i n 

and between the s t a t e apparatus. The s t a t e has been 

defined ae % s i t e o f class s t rugg le . The s p e c i f i c a l l y 

Af r ikaner n a t i o n a l i s t s t r u g l l e s sere but part o f , 

and indeed st ructured by end s t ruc tur ing o f , a lder 

c lass struggles,Thus a comprehensive analys is of 

the s t a t e would have to account f o r the Complex 

i n t e r a c t i o n between these various contradictory c lass 

forces and class s t ruggles w i t h i n the s t a t e . 

The point o f t h i s long analysis of the f a c t i o n 

al ism wi th in the National Party and government i s t o 

s i t u e t e Muldergate w i t h i n the wider c a p i t a l i s t 

c r i s i s . By l a t e 1977, i n the disastrous p o l i t i c a l 

a f termath of the defeat i n Angola, the Soamto upr is ings, 

the deeth of Steve Biko end the panicky banning of IB 

a f r l c e n p o l i t l c e l and other organisat ions , confronted 

wi th increas ing ly organised and m i l i t a n t working class 

and mass res istance t o Apartheid - a resistance now 

tak ing an openly a n t i - c a p i t a l i s t form - under severe 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l pressure from the Vast t o introduce 

cosmetic changes, and faced with a massive outf low of 

fore ign c a p i t a l , huge unemployment and tha worst 

recession i n South A f r i c a ' s h i s t o r y , both the 

N a t i o n a l i s t government and Par ty themselves were 

dec is ive ly s p l i t over prec ise ly the p o l i t i c a l 

questions posed by these m u l t i p l e c r i s e s . 

The minutiae of these c o n f l i c t s w i t h i n both par ty 

and government could be elaborated i f necessary. Hoe-

aver , the point to note i s the t i n t h i s period of 

intense c r i s i s , the party end government were both 

e f f e c t i v e l y paralysed by t h e i r oen i n t e r n a l d i v i s i o n s . 

I t must be emphasised as forcefully_a_s_is possible, 

tha t t h i s mas no simple persona l i ty s t ruggle , or 

purely ideo log ica l d i f f e r e n c e , but much_mjore profoundly 

a c r i s i s of the class a l l i a n c e on which Afr ikaner 

nat ional ism had rested na t iona l ly and i n tha various 

provinces since 19d8. 

To overs impl i fy f o r the sake of expos i t ion , the 

'conservat ive 1 f a c t i o n now grouped undar Uulder , and 

enjoying t h e strong t a c i t support o f Vorster , were 

committed t o r e t a i n i n g the a l l i a n c e of farmers, 

businessmen, workers and p e t t y bourgeoisie i n t a c t . 

To do so meant r e s i s t i n g moves to reform labour end 

i n d u s t r i a l p o l i c y , end anything more than minimal 

concession* to the black middle c l a s s . Out i t was 

equal ly c l e a r tha t vmry few Afr ikaner businessmen 

supported t h i s pol icy wi th any enthusiasm. Rather, 

from w i t h i n the Afr ikaner business community, and 

amongst tha leading Af r ikaner i n t e l l e c t u a l s there was 

now strong support f o r tha ' re formists* n f the p a r t y . 

This r e f l e c t e d the substant ia l development of 

Afr ikaner business p a r t i c u l a r l y in the Transvaal 

during the 1 9 6 0 s . ^ 

Thus, Sanlom and the Cape Par ty were no longer 

I so la ted (as they hod been i n the ea r ly 1960s) from 

powerful forces i n the other prov inc ia l p a r t i e s . 

The Transvaal party was now i t s e l f dec is ive ly 

divided along f a i r l y e x p l i c i t c lass l ines between 

conservatives and re formis ts . The Transvaal leader , 

Or Connie Mulder, was the great hope of the conservative 

s i n g . But w i t h i n the Transvmel Par ty there nom existed 

a powerful re formist opposi t ion, grouped under two 

very i n f l u e n t i a l M in is te rs * the Min is ter o f nines 

and Planning, 0 r p Koornhof, and tha Min is ter o f 

Foreign A f f a i r s , nr Botha. To Transvaal businessman 

Mulder was an anathema. One leading Afr ikaner 

i n d u s t r i a l i s t described him to me as e dpef - 'a f o r t * . 

By 1977 -a v i r t u a l p o l i t l c e l impasse had been 

reached i n par ty , cabinet end a t a t a . Mot only was 

V o r s t e r ' s Qonepertlem increasingly untenable w i t h i n 

the p a r t y , but ins ide the Cabinet h i s p r a c t i c e o f 

g iv ing i n d i v i d u a l H i n l e t a r e t h e i r head made i t ^mry 

d i f f i c u l t f o r him t o r e c e n t r e l i s e cont ro l i n h is own 

hands* He was thus unable to intervene d e c i s i v e l y to 

g i v e a p a r t i c u l a r l y conservative or reformist 

d i r e c t i o n t o t h i s government, but was reduced t o the 

increas ing ly s t e r i l e r o l e of t r y i n g simply to keep a l l 

f ac t ions together . 

A f t e r Angola end pmr t icu le r ly Soweto, v i r t u a l l y 

a l l commentators were agreed thet on a l l the burning 

Issues of economic end p o l i t i c a l p o l i c y , behind the 

overt fece of hardl ine c o n t r o l , the government was 

v i r t u a l l y rudderless. Torn i n many d i f f e r e n t B 

di rec t ions^ i t spoke w i t h many d i f f e r e n t vo ices . The 

p o l i t i c a l para lys is of the Vorster government when 

faced wi th severe end worsening economic and p o l i t i c a l 

c r i s e s , f i n a l l y catalysed s i g n i f i c a n t s h i f t s i n the 

alignment of p o l i t i c a l forces i n the s t a t e . Tea 

groups a r e c r u c i a l hare - the m i l i t a r y and the moat 

powerful o f South A f r i c a ' s c a p i t a l i s t s . An a l l i a n c e 

between these two forces r a p i d l y took shape. 

whatever the fears of Afr ikaner I n t e l l e c t u a l s of 

a coup d ' e t a t , senior m i l i t a r y o f f i c e r s began to 

Intervene d i r e c t l y i n these p o l i t l c e l s t ruggles over 

s t a t e p o l i t y , advocating s i g n i f i c a n t reforms. I n 19OT, 

through the M i n i s t e r o f Defence, P i Botha, the m i l i t a r y 

proclaimed i t a programme of a ' t o t a l s t ra tegy ' to meet 

the c r i ses confronting the s t e t e . I t s fundamental aim 

according t o the o f f i c i a l m i l i t a r y Journal , was 'a 

guarantee f o r the system) of trwm en te rp r ise 1 . 

This could only be achieved on tha besls of a "coapre-

hensive plan to u t i l i s e e l l the means s v a i l a b l e t o e 

s t a t e according t o en integrated p a t t e r n * . To ta l 

strategy hald t h a t ' the resolut ion b f a c o n f l i c t I n . 

the times i n ehich we now l i v e demands Interdependent 

and coordinated ac t ion i n e l l f i e l d s - m i l i t a r y , 

psychological , economic, i d e o l o g i c a l , c u l t u r a l e tc 

. . . Ve a r e today involved i n a war . * . the s t r i v i n g 

f o r spec i f i c elms . . . must be coordinated a i t h a l l 

the means ava i lab le to the s t a t e * * 

bjut t h i s 'coordinated act ion* should not be 

understood as simple defence of a s t a t i c status quo. 

- p o l i t i c a l and economic reforms ware essent ia l t o 

ensure the defence o f the s t a t e . I n tha worde o f t h e 

CJilef o f S ta f f r 

The lesson i s c l e a r . The South Afr ican 
Defence f o r c e i s reedy t o beat o f f any at tack 
• . . but ee muet take i n t o account the aspi ra t ions 
of our d i f f e r e n t population groups, ee must « 
g a i n and keep t h e i r t r u s t . 

I n e f f e c t then, the To ta l Strategy Doctr ine argued that 

'b lacks* had t o be given e stake i n the c a p i t a l i s t 

system, whareby they would begin rece iv ing the 

' b e n e f l t e ' o f tha t system, t h e i r ' q u a l i t y o f U f e < 

would have t o be Improved, thus supposedly g iv ing 



I * blacks' • commitment to tha defence of capital laa In 

South Africa against *tha eterxiet throat'- But th is 

aaa only possible through tha cloaaat cooparation 

bataaan tha atata and 'tha prlvata aactor' - la 

monopoly capi ta l . Thua tha Total Strategy Oootrina 

> began to create tha basis for an a *p l ic i * alliance 

bataaan tha military and monopoly capi ta l . I n lata 

1977 tha national aanapaaant and 

\ Oayalopaant Foundation convanad a aaating of kay 

•business leaders', aanlor military off icers, and 

Papartaant of Labour o f f l c la la , to 'enable aach group 

to understand tha othara' naada*. Chaired Jointly 

by tha Chairman of a leading bank and a senior 

! Oanaralr tha aaating aaa hald In caaara, undar tha 

cloak of tha Off icial Secrete Act.3 6 

[ At praclalay thla stage of now direct a l l l t a r y 

• intervention in po l i t i ca l struggles a l th ln tha atata, 

laadlng buainaaaaan alao bicaai dlract ly and stridently 

lnvolvad I n a Caapalgn for reform. Tha chairman of 

! Senlam published a awlngaing attack on tha government'a 

economic policies, characterising thea aa 'A Fraaaay 

to DPaaMdaa),
> Tha inf luential Financial t a i l 

arguad that In tha face of govarnaent paralyaia, 

organlaad and co-ordinated *Bualnaaa Powar' aaa 

j aaaantial to aava 'South Africa* ( l a capitallaa) 

\ froa tha nuaaroua crlaaa confronting i t , Uoraover, 

: i n thla parlod ahan behind tha patant immobility of 

tha government important ahlf ta ware taking place In 

j tha tradi t ional pol i t ica l allgrwwanta of tha capital ist 

I
class, tha bourgaola oppoaltlon partiaa aara under

going a process of dramatic ra-allgnaant. After yaars 

of pol i t ica l a t a r l U t y . tha o f f i c i a l oppoaltlon 

United Party f ina l ly oollapaad into a merger with 

tha adniacula Daaocratic Party to fora tha Haw 

Republic Party. Large matera of United Party aPa 

rafuaad to Join thla NAP and eventually a l l ied 

thawaalvaa with tha Progressiva Rafara Party which 

had already takan on board aailaa froa tha Unitad 

Party. Tha PAP changed i ts naaai yat again to tha 

Progressive Federal Party, and aignif lcantly aatarad 

tfoan l t a l ibara l progra—a to aaita i t aara acoaptabla 

to a eide range of bourgeois interests. 

Zn October 1977, Voreter callad an early 

General El so t ion out of ahloh tha W> eaargad a l th an 

avan teors aassive Part i aaantary majority and a 

aubatantlally aldanad baaa of pol i t ica l aupport. 

Campaigning aa tha only party capable of dealing with 

tha multiple crises facing South Africa, tha aP for 

tha f i r a t time aon support froa tao furthar a o d a l 

forces - larga nuabara of EngUah-apaaking patty 

bourgaola ehitaa, and significant sectors of business 

which had pravloualy aupportad tha now defunct 

Unitad Party. I ronical ly hoaavar, far froa> producing 

bold po l i t i ca l In i t ia t ives , th la freer, electoral 

aupport simply intanaifiad tha po l i t i ca l inar t la of 

both Nationalist Party and Government by multiplying 

tha centrifugal forcaa pull ing i t I n different 

dlractlona. Tha contradictiona and conflicts within 

tha party and govsmment vara coapoundad , and bacaaa 

a a l ta of avar aora intanaifiad po l i t i ca l struggles, 

Inar t la combined with lncraaaingly vicious and cynical 

repression aaaaad tha only oantrlpatal forcaa In tha 

NP.3 6 

Tha victory and consolidation of tha reformist tendency 

THE auldergate circus burat into tha open in thla 

context of paralyaia of both party and povamaant - a 

context which produced a staggering prol l faratlon of 

extra-party, cross-cutting organisations and agitation, 

largaly by business interests, Huldargata began aa a 

aariaa of proas rwvwlwtlons about tha misuse of funds 

in Mulder's Department of Information. Juicy detai l 

followad Juicy details to ravaal a vast aall-financad 

and aacrat attaapt by tha Information Department to 

aatabllah both inaida tha country and internationally 

an apparently independent ccwamjnl cat ions network which 

would publlah 'objective' pro-govarnaant material, 

Parllaaant had no control ovar, or powar to revise tha 

uaa of thaaa funds. One of tha major projacta 

lnvolvad tha aacrat channallng of R7**dllion In 

atata funda to aatabllah an 'independent', pro-NP 

Engllah-languapa nawapapar - Tha Cl t l ian -* i n 

oppoaltlon to tha l ibara l Band Dally wal l , 

Tha revelations unleashed a massive outcry within 

ahita pol i t ics . Epithets about tha destruction of 

daaocracy and tha fraadoa of tha press, a ln latar la l 

corruption a te , abounded, Tha datal la are not 

significant here, but tha import of th la scandal l a . 

At ona level , tha intense moral outrage ovar auldargata* 

avan in tha pro-NP Afrikaans newspapers, aaaaa 

absurd. Full bourgeois daaocracy has never axlatad 

in South Africa, so i t could hardly have bswn said to 

hava baan daatroyad. Tha last vaatlpaa of tha Fraadoa 

of tha Press had baan aboil ahed In tha aarly 1960s, 

f a r woraa examples of collective and individual 

a ln la tar la l corruption had occurred (such aa tha 

Agiiutt i a f f a i r i n tha la ta 60a) with v i r tua l ly no 

po l i t i ca l consequences. Abuaaa uf poear by tha ruling 

party had occurred on a auch aora massive scale, to 

be easily dismissed - and defended by aoaa of tha 

nawspapara now howling 'corruption' - aa balng 

• in tha national lntaraat* . Indaad Mulder had 

dafandad tha operations of hia Oapartaant in thaaa 

pravloualy halloaad taraa. So why did thla particular 

brouhaha aasuai auch aonuaantal proportions? 

Tha anawar auat ba aought in tha aany-lavallad 

character of tha crisis confronting tha South African 

atata and ruling class, crlaaa In tha face of which 

tha govarnaant. appeared po l i t ica l ly paralyaad. 

Thla paralyaia did not grow out of any lack of 

pol i t ica l a l l ! on tha part of individual pol i t ic ians, 

but ataaaad froa tha balanca of claaa forcaa within 

tha NPt tha natlonallat government and tha atata 

apparatuses. Thus, ahan tha report of tha Auditor* 

General ravaalad tha f i r s t l r ragular iUaa in tha 

accounta in tha Oapartaant of Information, tha 

pro-reform forcaa aara presented with an ideal 

opportunity to attaapt tha po l i t i ca l dlacradltatlon 

of tha aajor pol i t ic ian of tha r igh t , tha Un la ta r of 

Inforaation Or Connla Mulder. Tha Uuldajgata 

incident l a significant not for tha degree of 

pol i t ica l corruption involved, but in tha way in 

which i t aaa used aa a oatalyat to effect a raallgnaant 

of p o l i t i c a l forcaa. 

Most significant rsrs l a the wanner In ahlch tha . 

leaks about Oapartaant Of Information practices 

aara aada, and tha aay In which thaaa leaks aara than 

turned into the raw material of a p o l i t i c a l vendetta 

against tha right wing of tha NP, Huldar in particular, 
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end Vorster by i m p l i c a t i o n . Although i t i s impossible 

to be sura on t h i s , i t l a widely taken aa establ ished 

f a c t by Af r ikaner i n t e l l e c t u a l s wi th close l i n k s t o 

the Cabinet tha t the f i r s t leaks t o the press eera 

provided by u n i t a r y I n t e l l i g e n c e . The Min is ter o f 

Defence and Cape NP leader , PV Botha, eould probably 

not neve been personal ly Involved i n these leeks , 

but eaa known t o be angry w i t h t h e loss of RW a 

of the approved Defence Budget, now t ransfer red t o 

the Information Department secret fund. Once the 

i n i t i a l leaks had been made, they were r e l e n t l e s s l y 

pursued by the Englletwlanguage newspapers of the 

Argus and South Afr ican Associated Newspapers 

groups. Owned ' J o i n t l y by the Anglo-American 

Corporation and the l a rges t banks, these press groups 

mere c l e a r l y hounding Mulder as but part o f the wider 

campaign to e f f e c t v i t a l reforms necessary f o r the 

res to ra t ion of c a p i t a l i s t growth* But even more 

s i g n i f i c a n t l y , a f t e r some h e s i t a t i o n , the e n t i -

Hulder compaign was taken up i n the Afrikaans press, 

and p a r t i c u l a r l y i n the newspapers of the o f f i c i a l 

Cape hP press group, Ojg Nanionale Pers. I n the 

Transvaal too , N a t i o n a l i s t newspapers began to 

pursue the mat te r , though the o f f i c i a l Transvaal 

NP organ, Ola Transvaler . d id everything possible t o 

protect Mulder and claimed he was not involved i n the 

ebuses * bleming i t a l l on the Secretary of 

I n f o r a e t l o n . Or Eachel Rhoodie. This involvement of 

the o f f i c l e l N a t i o n a l i s t pa r ty press i n a campaign 

agelnst a government Minister (and by impl ica t ion 

against Vorster h imsel f ) was unprecedented. I t 

Indicated Just how deep were the d i v i s i o n s w i t h i n 

party end government, end the lengths to which the 

reformers were prepared to go to d i s c r e d i t the r i g h t . 

Further evidence of t h i s l i a s i n the b e l i e f o f the 

ebove-amntioned Af r ikaner i n t e l l e c t u a l aources that 

once the a f f a i r began to unravel c r u c l e l dlscloaures 

t o the press were made by the wives of (unspeci f ied) 

Ceblnet min is ters . The 'Engl ish press* had long been 

depicted es the greatest enemy of Af r ikaner nat ional ism. 

Horn i t became the c r u c i a l medium i n which a decis ive 

confrontat ion between fact ions i n the hP was fought 

put! 

Just as the e f f a l r seemed to be bui ld ing up t o a 

crescendo, Vorster dramat ica l ly announced h is 

res ignat ion on ' h e a l t h ' grounda. He wes followed 

soon afterwards by the head of BOBS, General Hendrlk 

van den Bergh. I n re t rospec t , Vors te r 's res ignat ion 

and that o f Van den Bergh seem to have bean prompted 

by two i n t e r r e l a t e d f a c t o r s . F i r s t l y , mm was l a t e r 

revea led , both were deeply involved i n t h e schemes 

elaborated by the Department of In format ion. Ware 

t h i s to coma out w h i l a t Vorster was s t i l l Prime 

M i n i s t e r , the p o l i t i c a l demoge would have been 

lmmenaa. Vorster aust have r e a l i s e d ^ i e t I n such a 

case he could not r e l y on support from the mhole NP. 

I f he were elevated t o the State Presidency however, 

even h is opponents i n the NP would be forced t o 

protect h is peraonel p o s i t i o n . But secondly, 

again i t seem* c lear tha t Vorster was attempting to 

pre-empt the complete re formist d i a c r e d l t e t i o n of 

the r i g h t wing of the par ty wi th which he eaa now 

I d e n t i f i e d * I f he rmslgnad e a r l y , before the f u l l 

d e t a i l a of the scandal broke, there was a strong 

chance thet Mulder mould be eble t o succeed h i e , thus 

forc ing the reformists In to en ettaok on the par ty 

through the posi t ion of i t e l eader , rather than on an 

Ind iv idua l m in is te r . V o r a t e r ' s preference f o r 

Huider was open* I n the run up t o the leadership 

e l e c t i o n , BOBS leaked ( d i s t o r t e d ) Information 

favourable t o laj lder to t h e press - but i t was 

published only i n the Tranavaal W organ. Die 

Transvaler. 

Vorster**, ploy very near ly succeeded. Hed 

Huider been able t o maintain d i s c i p l i n e i n h i s 

Transvaal NP ha eould1have been assured of the 

Premiership by v i r t u e of the Transvaal m a j o r i t y i n 

the caucus. Out by 1976, so deep were tha class 

c o n f l i c t s wi th in the NP, p a r t i c u l a r l y wi th in the 

Transvaal , tha t Mulder wee unable t o cont ro l the 

party he l e d . Defying a l l pa r ty precedent, protocol 

and d i s c i p l i n e , another Tranavaal M i n i s t e r , AF (P ik ) 

Bothe t put himself forward as a candidate f o r tha 

Nat ional Leadership of the Party* This s p l i t tha 

Trenevaal vote* ensuring (es eas l a t e r admitted t o 

have been the aim} the defeet o f Mulder mod the 

e lec t ion t o the Notional Leadership of the Cape 

leader end Min is ter of Defence, P» Botha (no r e l a t i o n ) . 

This drawing o f f o f tha Transvaal reformist vote 

from Mulder was shown to have been decis ive when, 

i n tha e lec t ion f o r e new Tranavaal leader 

consequent on Mulder 's enforced res ignat ion from that 

post soon afterwards t tha conservative candidate , 

Or Andrlea Treurn lcht , trounced t h a re formist 

Min is ter , SP Botha (again no r e l a t i o n ) . 

Thus the long campaign of press revelat ions and 

j u d i c i a l enquiry f a t a l l y weakened tha conservative 

wing a t a c r u c i a l moment of the struggle f o r dominance 

both w i t h i n tha NP and the government. The defeat o f 

Mulder marked a s i g n i f i c a n t s h i f t i n the balance of 

claaa forces orgenlsed by the NP gua par ty under the 

banner of Afr ikaner nat ional ism. By now Afr ikaner 

business hed e f f e c t i v e l y establ ished i t a a l f as tha 

dominant force I n the a l l i e n c e . Through Bothe I t 

announced i t e In tent ion t o abandon some of the 

hallowed po l i c ies of t h l e a l l i a n c e , p o l i c i e s 

which before brought support from white workers 

and c e r t a i n s t r a t a of the p e t t y bourgmolaie. 

But i t cannot be too st rongly emphasised t h a t t h i s 

eas no simple struggle I n t e r n a l t o Afr ikaner 

nat ional ism. Afr ikaner cap i ta l erne eble to 

es tab l lah i t s p o l i t i c a l dominance wi th in the NP 

over the other forces i n the n a t i o n a l i a t a l l i a n c e 

only because of broader p o l i t i c a l support outside 

of the- NP from other bourgeois organisat ions and 

i n s t i t u t i o n s , and the ermy i t s e l f . On i t s oen, 

the re formist wing of the NP would not neve been 

able t o defeet tha conservatives and achieve the 

almost t o t a l d i a c r e d i t a t l o n of tha r i g h t e i n g . To 

do so, i t eaa forced t o r e l y o n , and indeed play a 

r e l a t i v e l y minor r o l e i n , e breeder campaign by 

various bourgeois p o l i t i c a l groups (but p a r t l c u l e r l y 

the prase) egeinst ths r i g h t wing of the N a t i o n a l i s t 

Par ty . Thue, tha defeat o f Mulder not only marked 

a decis ive s h i f t i n the belence of forcea w i t h i n the 

N a t i o n a l i s t Party end government, e t enother l e v e l o f 

p o l i t i c s i t represented e now open a l l i e n c e against 

elements of the NP on the pert o f elmoat a l l 

crgsnlsetlone of the c a p i t a l i s t c lass . 
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But to r u t i n tor a moment with the discredited 

and defeated forces of the NP r ight . The tern HP-

right does not refer to e monolithic group a l l with 

the M M interests. I t too represented a po l i t i ca l 

alliance between specific class force*. Over-

scheamtically thaaa can be Idantlf lad aa cartaln 

capital ist fansere (particularly thoa* who had not 

made tha tranaitlon to tha highly machaniaad, c a p i U l 

inteneive form of production which bscMS increasingly 

conion in South African capital ist agriculture in 

tha 1960a) t tha lower atrata of whit* workers 

(particularly in mining, transport, ataal and various 

atata lnduatriaa), and apacific aactlona of tha 

Afrikaans apeaklng patty bourgeoisie. Again to put 

i t i n crudaly reductionist t a n a , for Men of thaaa 

claaa forces, tha Apartheid policlaa of tha atata had 

producad definite aconoaic and social advantages, ' 

and raaminad nacaaaary to preserve and dafand their 

existing position i n society. Farmers naadad a 

rigid eyatae of influx control, paaa laws ate to 

keep african labour on the f e m e , white workers 

bi t ter ly oppoaad schemes to ratraln african worker* 

for cwpitei-lntwnaive lnduatriaa. corractly 

seeing in thla a capital ist ploy to aacura chaapar 

tachnlcal labour. Similarly both groups vara 

b i t tar ly oppoaad to any recognition of african 

trada unlona. And for tha lovar lavala of tha 

Afrikaner petty bourgeoisie, particularly thoaa 

aaployad i n tha atata bureaucracy, any talk of reform, 

and aapaclally tha now-familiar thaaa of concessions 

to tha 'block nlddla claaa' M«*ed to hold out tha 

proapact of aavara aconoaic and aocial competition 

and thraatan their carafully carvad out and haavlly 

protactad nicha of aconcaiic and aocial privilege. 

Thua thaaa group* aara unitad In thair iaplacabla 

opposition to tha rafora propoaala being truapatad 

by Sanlaa and othar Urge Afrlkanar undertaking*. 

Yet, thair interests vara not ident ical , and thair 

conceptions of necessary atata policy cannot ba 

seen aa identical- Thla i a iaportant to baar in mine 

whan usaaalno tha poaalbla po l i t i ca l futura of tha 

Afrlkanar nationalist r ight . 

In tha factional i s : struggle a l th in tha nP, this 

coalition of forcaa on tha * right• had alaaiya 

selected as i ta ohoden terrain of etruggle, and aa 

tha best mean* to dafand i t * intareata, i t a claim 

to constitute tha authantlc voice of tha 'Afrikaner 

volk ' , and tha embodiment or tha intaraata of th la 

volk. Wth tha significant exception of tha -oat 

reactionary of tha ahlta trada unlona, within tha 

HP tha right had deliberately l imited tha range of 

i t a pol i t ica l atruoglw to purely "Afrikaner' 

organiaationa. Aftar Muldergete, with Afrlkanar 

bualnaaa a l l l ad alth othar capital ist forcaa against 

tha right wing in tha NP, tha right wing bloc no* 

found thla old atratagy to ba a pol i t ical t rap. I t 

aaa confined to tha narroa terrain of Afrikaner 

po l i t ics , and had real ly lost control of aoet of tha 

significant Afrlkanar organiaationa outalda of tha 

Party. Thue, the only wmy i t could continue with 

tha fectlonallet etruggle under tha mantle of genuine 

Afrikaner nationalise, aaa to begin to attack the NP 

i tse l f . Within the party i t had bean daciaively 

defeated and could no* only conduct a holding operation 

against rafora. A* w i l l ba aeon below, th ia holding 

operation or brake, s t i l l rwaaina an iaportant aspect 

of South African pol i t ics however. 

One last point naeda to be aada with regard to 

the defeat of the right wing within the NP. The 

different claaa forcaa comprising the right wing 

alliance began eloely to fragment, aost a igni f icant ly , 

the extreme right wing unlone began to act po l i t ica l ly 

independently of the NP in an attaapt to force Botha 

back Into tha traditional al l iance. The Nine Workers' 

Union la the most iaportant of t h * M . In 1979 i t 

forced e direct confrontation with the reformists in 

party and govamwajnt by coming out on atr ika againet 

(a government approved) rwcrganisation of Job c laee l -

fioatlona on the mines - a reorganisation which would 

permit employer* to u t i l i se african labour in ski l led 

Jabs previously restricted to ahlta workers. In e 

siwiler dispute in tha aicK 1960s, the government had 

immediately backed down anq supported the white miner*. 

Now thla atrika was daciaively dofMted and strikers 

dleelaead with the ectlve approval of tha nationalist 

Party governMnt. 

The Botha Raolaa and tha Form P f the South African fltate 

ANY asaeswaent of the iaplicetlona of tha alactlon of 

PI Botha as P r i M Minister for the crises confronting 

the South African state auat begin by rebutting 

teat of tha widespread myths about hie position 

within the NP. Immediately a f ter succeeding Vorster 

Bothe was almost univeraally depicted in the press 

as a 'hawk* and a nationalist hardliner. Aa tha 

longtime Minister of Defence, Bothe is clearly 

prepared for the most vigorous action to dafand tha 

existing atata against tha l iberat ion movement. I f 

necasaary ha would be quick to approve foreign 

mil i tary Intervention. Thus, aa the pol i t ic ian who 

for well over e decade hod been responsible for the 

South African Mi l i tary apparatue, and who d e a r l y 

got on vary M i l with the mi l i tary high co-wand (Botha's 

po l i t i ca l nickname in NP circles la 'Plat mmpen1 -

Pete emapons), end thua can be rel ied upon to ref lect 

the mil i tary 's thinking to some extent, Botha M y be 

called a a l l l t a r l a t . But thia tern misrepresent* 

both the mil i tary 's current role in South African 

pol i t ics , and Botha's own long-held pol i t ica l poaltion 

e l th ln the faitionaliat spectrum. Aa argued above, 

for wound military reasons, tha military high cue*and 

i a one of the M a t iaportant pro-reform forces in tha 

South African atata. Thia neatly coincides with 

Bothe'* own personal position. Perhapa aore than any 

othar pol i t ic ian in the W>, Bothe concentrates in hie 

own po l i t i ca l person, the dominant tendency of the 

Cape party. He is e pol i t ical creature of the Cape 

party adenine. I n the lata 1930s Bothe eaa the f i rs t 

f u l l - t i M po l i t i ca l organiser hired by the Cape NP. 

Hia rise to pol i t ical prominence has occurred through 

the organisation of the party - en organisation which 

he helped mould, and which he know* better than 

anyone else. Thia means that for hia entire po l i t i ca l 

l i f e , Bothe hea been very cloae to the forces which 

dominate the Cape party, ia tha f inancial interests, 

part icularly around Benleei, which founded the Cape 

NP end elaaya dominated i t . There l a no othar way 

to po l i t i ca l prominence in the Cepe. Thua, Botha 

concentratee in his own pol i t ice l pareon tha intereats 



peg* 16 

of thit Cape party organisation and the p o l i t i c a l 

outlook of Cape f inance , a s s o i l a s those of the 

m i l i t a r y high c o w n d . S ince 1960 a t l e a s t , within 

the context of N a t i o n a l i s t P o l i t i c s , thet has produced 

a strongly reformist o r i e n t a t i o n . Botha's twin 

p o l i t i c a l r o l e s ee Minister* of Defence end leader 

o f the Cape party , thus both coepel led h ie Into a 

reformist p o l i t i c a l p o s i t i o n - which hes elways been 

hidden t o those who mistake the b lus ter of p o l i t i c a l 

exchange for i t s content . The ' t o t a l s t r a t e g y ' i s 

the enbodieent of t h i s reformism, and l ikewise 

concentrates the i n t e r e s t e of Sanlam end the mi l i tary 

i n the defence of ' free e n t e r p r i s e 1 . 

Thus, e s already noteci, Botha's e l e c t i o n marks 

a c l e a r v i c t o r y in the W* tnd the government for large 

c a p i t a l i s t i n t e r e s t s in the H s t l o n e l l s t e l l i e n c e , and 

in par t i cu lar , Sanlam. Thi» has been p o l i t i c a l l y 

acknowledged by the Chaliwwjn of San lee , who in a 

remarkably frenk interview with the infumntiel 

Financial wa l l , ade i t t ed that in the l e s t years of 

Vorster 's leadership he had despaired of any movement 

out of the governeent; thet h i s s enee t lone l published 

e t t eck of the economic p o l i c i e s of v o r s t e r ' s govern

ment ( e n t i t l e d The Assault on Private Enterprise) was 

Intended t o s t i r th ings up end produce e sheke-up 

within the party; and thet he could not be more 

del ighted with the d i rec t ion taken by Bothe e s i t 

corresponded e x a c t l y with whet he hed long been arguing 

for-

mhile in c e r t e l n importent respects - p a r t i c u 

l a r l y bentustan p o l i c y and s t a t e s e c u r i t y - the Bothe 

regime appears, thus far a t l e a s t , to be the d irec t 

inher i tor end guardians of the p o l i c i e s of the previous 

regime, i n a t l e e s t f i v e areas of economic end p o l i t i c a l 

p o l i c y , Botha hes gone e long may towards lmpleeentlng 

the changes long fought for by the NP re formis t s , and 

Senlem In p a r t i c u l a r . F i r s t l y , a l l r e s t r i c t i o n s on 

Investment by white c e p i t e l l s t s in the e f r i c e n town

ships in the urben erees hwve now been l i f t e d . 

Sanlee has embarked on e major campaign to e s t a b l i s h 

a chain of •Hypermarkets' In areas l i k e Soweto, 

in s o - c a l l e d 'Jo int part ic ipat ion* ventures with e f r i c e n 

buslneseean. Secondly, efwj auch more importantly, 

e r i s l n g out of the Rlekert and Viehehn reports on 

Manpower U t i l i s a t i o n and Labour Legis lat ion r e s p e c t 

i v e l y , l e g i s l a t i v e r e s t r i c t i o n s on the m o b i l i t y , 

u t i l i s a t i o n and training of afr ican labour have been 

subs tant ia l ly eased, while t h i s i n no say undermines 

the bas ic props of Apartheid a s a system of labour 
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l e g i s l a t i o n . i t does go e long way t o meeting the 

dmeands of big business for a f l e x i b l e labour pol icy 

which w i l l f a c i l i t a t e the reorganisation of production 

along more c a p i t a l Intens ive l i n e s . Thirdly, end 

complementary t o t h i s , the governeant has ennounced 

measures for the recognit ion of e f r i c e n trade unions 

in e eay which brings them under much t i g h t e r s ta t e 
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control than was previously the c a s e . This hes gone 

hand in hand, fourthly) with e government committment 

i n rhe tor i c e t l e e e t t o eeae the minor pinpricks 

on the afr ican 'a iddle c l a s s * , forming the beginnings 

of e recognit ion of the need for a p o l i t i c a l s trategy 

which d i f f e r e n t l e t e s between and d iv ides t h i s middle 

c l a s s from black workers, and further d i s t i n g u i s h e s 

between the ' r i g h t s ' of urban afr ican workers and 

those forced to l i v e in t h * rural slums of the 
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bantustans. And f i f t h l y , the Bothe regime i s 

pledged to a gradual reduction in the s t a t e control 

of key productive sectors of the economy, opening them 

up for pr ivate Investment. 

Simultaneously, the regime hea taken a number of 

s t ep s Intended on the one hand t o ensure i t s continued 

support outs ide of perty and government, end on the 

other hand to s e t up *etate l n e t l t u t i o n a l end 

organisat ional s tructures which w i l l serve t o 

conso l idate the reforejlet p o s i t i o n against the r ight 

wing of the W . 

F i r s t l y * Botha has gone out of h i s eay t o project 

h i s government a s the governeant of e broad e l l i e n c e 

of e l l s e c t i o n s of c a p i t a l , and in t h i s eay t o diminish 

s t i l l further the t rad i t i ona l English-Afrikaner 

p o l i t i c a l d i v i s i o n amongst buslneeammn - d i v i s i o n s 

which long ego l o s t any economic meaning. This mas 

beet symbolised in the convening i n November 1979 of 

e much-publicised meeting of the Cabinet end 230 

leading South African businessmen - the ru l ing^c less 

lncarnete I t might be s a i d . The purpose of t h i s 

1 ' muu ' ' J ' • • • ' "" 

meeting was to work out eay* of Implementing the ' t o t a l 

s tra tegy ' ega lns t the 'Marxist t h r e a t ' to pr iva te 

enterprise and ' c i v i l i s e d stenderds' In South Africa. 

Though the proceedings remain s e c r e t , the meeting did 

produce a number of v i t a l l y importent permanent 

standing committees composed of members of government 

and businessman, with the avowed function of overseeing 

and co-ordinating the re -orgenlsat lon of the 

odminls t r e t ion of the s t a t e , 4 4 

Secondly, within the NF>t Botha has noe decreed 

in h i s cepec i ty a s National Leeder of the Party that 

in future , the annual provincia l HP congresses w i l l 

no longer neve the power to quest ion government p o l i c y , 

but may only d i s c u s s matter* of ' p r i n c i p l e 1 . By 

so redefining the re la t ionsh ip between perty and 

government, Botha i s c l e a r l y seeking t o l imi t ttie 

a b i l i t y of the NP r ight to organise ega lns t h i s 

p o l i c i e s within the party, end to force them t o f i g h t 

rather with the government, where they cen be euch 

more e a s i l y contelned- This t a c t i c very nearly 

forced en open s p l i t In the party i n ear ly I960 on* 

the i s sue of e fr lcan par t i c ipa t ion in a t r a d i t i o n a l l y 

'white' sporting event - the so -ca l l ed 'Craven week*. 

Thirdly. Bothe's p o l l t l c e l e t tack on the r ight 

has not been confined to the l e v e l of the party only , 

but the implementation of the *totel etretegy* has 

produced v i t a l l y important chenQes within the. government 

and s t a t e e s we l l . As Prima minister he has acted 

d e c i s i v e l y In en attempt t o f o r e s t a l l the s truggle In 

the government and s t a t e apparatuses developing in to 

an e f f e c t i v e e t tack on reformist p o l i c i e s . In e f f e c t 

he has attempted to drive NP factionalism out of these 

I n s t i t u t i o n s , or t o contain i t so a s to render minimal 

the p o l i t i c a l demags to h i s programme. A number of 

s t eps are s i g n i f i c a n t here . The major p o r t f o l i o s i n 

the Ceblnet have been largely reserved f o r h i e own 

supporters . Bothe has c l e a r l y abandoned eny idee 

of balancing the NP fact ions within the Ceblnet a l a 

Voreter. Thua, although Treumlcht l a t h e e l e c t e d 

leader of by far the l a r g e s t individual provincial NP, 

end In terms of party protocol ranks but second a f t e r 

the National Leeder, Botha e t f i r s t kept M a out of 

the Cebinet (by refusing t o promote him t o f u l l 



minis ter ia l rank), and when f i n a l l y forced to take 

Tnumicht Into h i t Cabinet, e is igned him the 

i n a u l t i n g i y minor p o r t f o l i o of Public fcrtto. and 

Tourism. Tho recent CoUnot rwahufflw SWAT TrwurnichVs 

further demotion t o Minister of s t a t i s t i c s . Moreover 

i n m further move t o undermine tho Trmnwveel L i i d i r ' s 
• 

p o s i t i o n i n h i a own provincia l Pwrty, Botha has* g iven 

an important Cabinet post to tho son who defeated 

Trwurnicht and replaced Mm oa Chairman of the 

Afrikaner Broadtrtjond - Or. G. V l l j o s n , tha praaant 

•Administrator' of Namibia. VI1 Joan la a l o o a 

Trmnsualar and Ma known pro-reform sympathies w i l l 

oct as a strong counterbalance to Traurnlcht i n 

both Trmneveml party and government, Likewioa, 1 A 

tha recent Cabinet ramhufflw o n̂ mwjwr of TrwurnichVs 

supporters ewrm kicked upeteirw Into tha newly formed, 

and puroly wdvlwory 'PTwaldents*'Council', This nova 

provoked an angry reaponea by former Minister 8 . n M i s n -

hataar a t tha moat racont Trmneveml bp congrmsa ahan 

ho warned that 'The Tronavaal* would oust *Tha Crnea' 

aa tha dominant forca i n tha hP. 

But far aora than t h i s Juggling of ind iv idua l 

p o l i t i c i a n s of tho riptit, has baan tha structural 

changaa introduced Into tho s t a t o apparatus. Utdar 

Botha tha Coblnat and 8 U t a buraaucrooy hava baan 

aaaapingly ra orpaniaad so as t o concantrata poaar 

In tha hands of tha Prime atlnietwr. In a f f s c t , tha 

Cabinat hao boon v i r t u a l l y aboliahad aa a responsible , 

dKielon-eeet ing p o l i t i c * ! i n s t i t u t i o n . I t now Sftldaa 

•mats a s a body, and loads but a largely fonss l 

mxlatencm. much of I t s former functions hava boan 

taken over by a eyatern of s i x , broad 'Cabinet 

CowwAttmea'.45 Each of theme i s needed by tha P r i m 

Minister or h i s nominee, and the ir a c t i v i t i e s era c o -

ordinatad by tha s e c r e t a r i a t of tha Prim*) Minister's 

Oapartaant. Horn a f f e c t i v e l y tha execut ive bodlae of 

gouwrrassnt, tha Cabinat committees ore Goaprlsad 

o f those Uin l s tars shoaa individual p o r t f o l i o s In any 

say bear on the'concarne of the Committee, together 

• l t h an unspecif ied and f l e x i b l e number of appointees 

of tha P r l M Minister - eho do not hava t o be drean 

froa Parliament. 

This s tep i s highly s i g n i f i c a n t for a nueber of 

reason*. F i r s t l y , i t hao transformed tha r s la t ionah ip 

eataeen tha Legislature and EffOOutlvo a i t h l n tha State . 

Thaaa Cabinet Commltteaa »n* raaponolble ne i ther 

t o Parliament nor avan tha r ^ l i s a m n t a r y caucus of tha 

HP. Aether they aro eneaarmbU only t o , ond appointed 

s o l e l y by, tha Prime Minister , Thus tha ant l ro 

pr inc ip le of Cabinet raaporet lbUity hem bmsn l i f t e d 

i n t o tho Of f l e a of tha Head Of Government, dramatical ly 

lncraaaing h i e poaar. Secondly, tha long es tab l i shed 

role of the NP cabinet a s an Important arena of 

s t rugg le betseen the ropraatfntatlvaa of the various 

fact ion* in tha »> has baan v i r t u a l l y twnsinatmd. 

Since i t haa e f f e c t i v e l y bawn aboliehad as a s i n g l e 

body, tha Cabinat can no lofsjsr provide a boss of 

p o l i t i c a l s t rugg le ags ina t the dominant tendency in 

tha government. Ajein, t h i s represents an enormous 

concentration of poear in tne hands of the Head of 

Govemeent via A v ia b i s Oan party, and a dec i s ive 

•esJcsnlng of many of tho t r a d i t i o n a l l y iaportent 

i n s t i t u t i o n a l baaoa of p o l i t i c a l a trugglo . 

Tha aatobl ishaant of ths Cebinwt Comaitteee 

th i rd ly marks tha introduct ion of e new c o n s t e l l a t i o n 

of c l o s s forces in to a dlrwct r o l e in the government* 

under the former system o f cabinet g^vartveant, tha 

E»mcutlvm mas draan wxcluaivwly f r e e Nat ional i s t 

Party Maabars of both Houama of Parliament* undwr 

t h i e system, tha balance of c U s s forces wi th in ths 

HP was t o soma extant r e f l e c t e d in tha oompoaition 

of tha cab ine t . Tha internal p o l i t i c s o f ' t h a party 

obliged tha Prima Minister t o psy duo regard t o ths 

re la t iva strongths of the var ious fac t ions i n tha 

Party when drawing up tha Cabinet. Sut tha nam 

Cabinat Committee aystom h a t e f f e c t i v e l y trwnefoxwwjd 

tha re la t ionsh ip bwtwwwn party and government. Nov 

membership of tho executive (tha Cabinet Committees) 

l a raatr ic tad nal thar to members of the NP nor member• 

o f Parliament. Through thews commlttaee Botha has 

introduced d i r e c t l y in to key ro les in government a 

number of prominent (non-Nat lonal ie t ) buelnasspen 

end sen ior mi l i tary o f f i cwrs . Thua, i f Botha's 

e l e c t i o n confirmed a s h i f t i n tha balance of c l a s s 

f orces within the NP, t h i e bourgaoie domination 

of tha party haa been consol idated i n government by 

d i r e c t l y dreeing i n t o the povetnewjnt wider elements 

of the bourgeois clamS. Likewise , In t h i s c l imate 

of - total war* mo Botha has tmrmad i t ( ths 

reorganisat ion of tha flovwrnmmnt and atmtm apparatuses 

ham for tha f i r s t time given tha mi l i tary a v i t a l l y 

important i n s t i t u t i o n a l i s e d ro le with the execut ive . 

Over mnd mbovw the central ro le playwd by tha 

mi l i tary within the ayatam of OSbinat committees. 

senior o f f i c e r * new osoupy key p o s i t i o n a i n tha 

revamped State Securi ty Council . This Council hao 

samipad as perhaps thm moat inf lumnUal d e c i a i o o -

tafclng p o l i t i c a l i n s t i t u t i o n In the country and i s 

tha main forum for formulating mnd planning thW 

implementation of the much-trumpeted t o t a l Strategy , 

Further****, mi l i tary mdviaora a i t on tha 15 

Interdepartmental comaitteee covering mil major 

sap a c t s of poverneant and whoso rwc nmamiidat ions arm 

co-ordinated through tha s ta t e Security Council . 

Mil i tary man aro likwwisa t o bo found on moat of thm 

publ ic conadsaions s o t up by the Botha regi-*e. t h i s 

now i n s t i t u t l o n a l l s t central p o l i t i c a l ro le aasigned 

t o tha mUltwry extends oven t o tha loca l l eve l 

through tha Joint Planning Cmntrms whloh havw been eat 

up In tha 9 m i l i t a r y regions i n t o which thm country 

I s div ided. F ina l ly t h i s mi l i tary praasnoo in tha 

central p o l i t i c a l and admlnlatrmtlvm apparatuses of 

tha s ta t e has boon furthor confirmed by tha racont 

appointment of tho Hmad of tho Defence Fores -

magnus Helen * aa HinlatOr of Defence, taking ovar t h e 

p o r t f o l i o from Botha Uf laa l f . 

Thuo» without undergoing the formal process of 

a coup d ' e t a t , the vaatigiml rewvjlne of"Perilammntai y 

goverraeant in South Africa hava baan almost t o t a l l y 

abo l i shed , mnd boisrowoiw p o n t i c s havw boon m i l i t a r i s e d 

t o a vary considerable e x t a n t . Botha'e own pwrwonal 

p o l i t i c a l aupport within tha mi l i tary I s a c r i t i c a l l y 

Important dlmmnalon of these changes. Unt i l vary 

rwewntly ha rwtminad thm p o r t f o l i o of Defence, g i v i n g 

himaalf a personal p o l i t i c a l base outs ide the NP 

which i e unequalled and unchallenged by any other 

Not ional i s t p o l i t i c i a n . Thus i f Vorstar t r iad t o 

lead from above tha fact ions of h ie party, Botha l e 

t ry ing to load by going boyond mnd outs ide h ie oan 
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* party, In «n ettenpt to defsat the opposition to his 

po l l c l i* .Uhln the MP. 

Finally, i t should M noted that the** sweeping 

change* In the for* of the state over the post two 

m r t , have baan ecccaiaenisd by a paraxial * 
raorgeytlsstlon of the state bureaucracy, Tha mater 

of Oepsftawnts has been reduced f n » 40 to 22, snd 

tha Public Sarvlca Cosed aalon ha* been chs^gad e i th 

tha task or producing 'a aaasller, but aora affaotlva 

and battar paid' public t a v l w . Significantly, tho 

Prlae Itlniatar has appointed *prlvata sector laadora* 

to ovaraoa thla eork of tho Conalaalon, This aova 

sea explained aa representing but ono atop In *a 

policy of cooperation bstaesn Govarnaant end tho 

private sector, i n c i t i n g selected e c a d e a l c * ' / 7 -

l 

If It l a ie*ssbsrsrt that atata saployese have long 

constituted a v i ta l basis of support for tha HP, and 

In particular for tha M> riant, tho significance of 

; thaoo changes bee pass cloarar. In effect , .tha Leader 

I of tho HP to relying upon loading non-natlonallat 

party buslnassaan representing four of th% biggest 

eonopollee . in tha country, to oversea tha reduction 

in earning and • • organ! sotlon of a crucial al ta of 

eoplo,aont for (particularly) tha Afrtksano opaafclng 

patty bourgoolaio. Thara could bo l l t t l o aora 

eloquant evidence of tha shift in the balance Of daao 

farcaa In the NP, 

a t tha outoat that tha capi ta l i s t atata 

not stand outside tha class atruggla aa a alapla, 

atatlo m l undlffarantlatad lnatruaant to be laid 

hold of by thlo or thto d a t a , and than used to 

\ conaolldata tha interests of mat claaa. Rather, as 

itaalF a contradictory unity* tho capital is t atata la 

I constituted through, snd la l taalf a s l t a of, olasa 

struggle. This papar haa attempted to ex**ine s lsasnts 

of tha claaa atruggla vlthln tha atata. If tha 

analyalo haa baan W sldad and lnooaplater in that 

*t haa foousaad prlaarlly on tha significance of 

Afrikaner nstionallet p o l i t i c s , i t does S*aa that tha 

culainatlon of thaoa struggles in tha election of 

Botha aa National Leader of tha W and Pris* Itlniatar 

eaeasaaessaaaea-sswaaaa——eaweeeawwa •^•wawwwawa 

haa heralded important chengee In tha for* of the 

South Afrlcen s t e t e - chengea based on the 

InetitutlonallaeUon of a nea polit ical allgnaent 

of claaa forces in which tha bourgeoisie attaapta 

to secure tha conditions for rapid-capita l i s t expansion 

through'the noticeable centralisation of poser In the 

hands of a s ingle individual end the militarisation 

of po l i t i c s generally. 

The central po l i t i ca l question arising cut of 

these develop—nts l e s lsply thlai shst , i f any, ara 

tha leplicatlons end significance of these changes in 

tha f a n of the capitalist atate for tha national 

liberation struggls in South Africa? At one level 

the eraser l e clear. These such heralded 'reforms*, 

tha sudden concern - i th 'the Quality of l i f e 1 of 

South Africa'* black population, tha recognition of 

efrloan trade unions, tha conceaslone to tha blade 

•lddle claaa e t c . In no say herald tha collopoo of 

Apsrthaid end tha snd to national oppression in South 

Africa. Aa a syataa of brutal end violent 

exploitation which control*, directs, channels. 

allocates labour on behalf Of a l l capital is t* and ki 

South African sorters divided and opcraaiad and thalr 

labour poser cheep, l i t t l e In Apartheid i s changing. 

For a l l of Bothafs c l e la that hie govarnaant s i l l not 

tolsrata 'hurtful or insulting' legislation ageinat 

anybody, for a l l of Minister Koorntof"s barefaced 

statement to Aasrlcan capi ta l i s t s that -Apartheid 

as you kno* i t i s dying** af ter tha 

proposed refonaa, tha fundasamtal props of Apartheid 

as a syataa of labour exploitation rsealn even aora 

* firmly In place. Ihe raglaa haa no plana to give 

aiactca the vota, or to abolish tha paea lass end influx 

control, population registration, group eraes or my 

other of the l eg i s la t ive prope of Apartheid la*our 

exploitation. Undar the 'nee dispensation' of the 

total strategy, African sorters a i l l go on ouaualng 

at tha peas off ices and labour bureau, esaetlng In 

the alnes by day and cooped up In conpountf* a t night. 

The millions of jobless will continue to rot In the 

esmtuatana, dented a l l po l i t i ca l rlghta, stripped 

of their citizenship in tha land of thalr foe*father*f 

tha subjects of play-play •states' recognised by 

I ~ in H*-m^^***-—+m-M*-*»*m\ ail • i " 
nobody but tha capital ists sho night need their labour 

occasionally. So, at thia level , l i t t l e or nothing 

has changed. All that haa happened I s that the stata 

has bean further aUlter laad, tha apparatuaaa of 

oppression ara now even stronger, aora centralised and 

eleldod with intent to crash but even tha s l ightest 

hint of opposition. 

But at another leve l , the changes in the fora of 

the South Afrlcen etate analysed in thia paper do neve 

great significance for the neture and direction of the 

national liberation struggle. The consolidation of 

tha Botha regis* has f inal ly atrlppad off tha * 

'Afrikaner* **ek anion since 1946 hid tha capital is t 

character of tha South African stata frea ao aeny of 

the ojporajnta of Apartheid. Total strategy Is a 

strategy to save *frae anton-rlee* froa "the Marxist 

threat* in Southern Africa. Tha raglaa eafcas no 

bones about t h i s . It presents l taa l f quite openly snd 

proudly aa a regis* of tha aoat powerful sectors of 

tho capltaliat c lass , in alliance alth and resting 

on, the ewtieasly powerful South African are*/* Ho 

lonqir can even the aoat blind apologist for 

capital lea argus that Apsrthaid euat be bla-ed on 

Afrikaners and not capital la*. Bo longer can 'the 

Boars* be held to be the anaay. Indeed thla 'Boer* 

state i e noa turning on other •Boers' In tha neae 

of profit , private property end s tab i l i ty . Thus. 

tha changes In the for* of stata in South Africa 

clarified the real relation* on which this stata 

Tha present cr i s i s of tha capi ta l i s t stata in &A 

hlngss on the Question of hoe to eertntaln tha continued 

untroubled snd prof 1 table rule of capital . That 

doss not U a in the handa of Botha alone, or 

in tha hands of tha so l i tary . I t reeta f inal ly 

with tha sorting naoaoe. And aa the intensifying 

c lass struggle in South Africa t e s t i f i e s , tha aaaoeo 

ara becoalng increasingly aaare of their poaar. Thla 

U tha real and lneoluble crlala of tha capltaliat 

etate In South Africa. 

I T 
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1979. 
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fl, H o r w i t i , The P o l i t i c a l Economy of South Af r ica 
(London 1967^7" 
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eg the speech by the Managing D i rec tor o f 
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