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are in attendanece, the other {wo are on their way I hope they
haven't lant their woy., The first one is Fr. D. Thebehali,
he is the Chairman of the U.B.C. of Joweto, Then there 1is
lMr. Francis Chuenyane, he is the Chairman of the Education
and Health Committee, Third is Mr. Diniel Rasmeni, he is the
Chairman of the Housing and General Purposes Committee, The
fourth is I, Gipho Tiotha, he is the chairman of the Amenities
Committee. These fcour are in atiendance, the other twe, 1
ean just pet their romes down, The Tifth one i= lr. Richard
aponya, he iz the Chairman of the Trade and Transnort
Committee and finally Hr, Tolita lakhaya, he is the Deputy
Chair~an, llow it hae been arranged that ilr, David Thebehall
the Chairman of the U.B.C. will act as the spokesman and 1
have indicated to the othersn that they ean add or subtract

if they want to, from anythine that !Mr. Thebehali will say.
Cver to you, lir, Thebehnli,

Fit. THEBRSHALIL: My Tord, we have come here as membera of the

Urban Bantu Council from Soweto, and most of us here have been
members of the Urban Bantu Council since it was established

in 19€8. OQur term of office is three years and we were,.

we stood for elections in 1971, once armin in 1974 and it was the
tail end of our term of office. WYe started in 1974 and at all
these times we have been re-elected by the pecople of Soweto,

we represent them when it eame to their civiec needs, Althousgh
the whole process of establishine the Urban Bentu Councils has
not been a very sood one to un beecause ihﬁ mode of eleclion
there has been on the basis of an ethnic platform, one of the
things that the peopvle of Soweto have been objecting to for
quite a number of years, even prior to the establishment of

the Urban Bantu Council was that we..we are refusine, and are

not happy with the idea of beine separated on ethnie srounds.

what /..
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What has happened is that when this new building programme

waa started after the RO 000 OO0 that was miven to the people

of Soweto for the building of houses, the townzshlp was then

divided on ethnic grounds and this has heen something which

has been very very much unvopular with the people of Soweto.

But because we thought that there is a service that we can

offer to the people of Soweto we decided to stand for elections

on an ethnic platform and we made it quite clear to the people

who voted for us that whatever recommendations we are poing

to make, in our advisory capacities, those recommendations will (10
not be on the basis of our ethnic or tribal affiliations, but

they will be on the basis of the needs of the peovie of Soweto,

And we have continued that way., And may T =say that because of

our operatine in a Government created vlatform, there have been
certain individvals, certain orpanisntions who have been hurline
all sorts of abuse at us beczuse we are coperating from 2

Government created platform but 1 think our argument arsainst
allesations or against statements of that miture has alwnys been
that there is a service that we ecan offer our people in Soweto.
Althoursh the service that we can offer is advisory to a local (20
authority, that we thousht that it was vitally important that

at leﬁat there must be a voice that will always carry the needs

and the asvirationsz, the civiec aszpirations of the people of

Soweto. This is on the basis of why we have continued operating

en this Government platform. And our recommendations have always
been that the institution itszelf must be improved and over the

last seven, eirht years, well lebt me put it this way: In 1969

we drew up a memorandum and we submilted it at the Hon-Furcorean
Affairs Committee, to =may thalt the Lime has now come that we

muzt be given executive powers so as to be able to run Soweto (3C

a0 that we must have complete control of Soweto, but I am happy

to/..
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to say that at least the G.vernment has responded to the
memorarwium anl kthe pleas that we have made over the yearns
that the time kas neow come that they aire goin~ o hand oaver
delerated responsihility to ur, We as n Council have been
operating throuch Tour cemmitiecn, the committees are Hiuecation
and Health Committer, Trade and Transport Committee, a anogoment
Committee and Housine and General Purposes Committee and this
w2as the basis upvon wvhich we tried to advise the local authoritie:
the Jehannesbure City Council then, and now since 1973, the
West Rand Administration Board. And now we go through (1t
aome of the problems that we have had in Soweto which arose
from the four eommitters that 1 have mentioned, We as a
Counsil Wwill increase  the Housine Committee, the Housing and
General Furposes Commitiee, Hearly every vear we nade recom-
meniations for the hulldins of more houses, There has been a
serious anl ncube shortage of houses and every year the number
of .. (backgrouni noise)..on the waiting list has been increasine.
And to date I think we have about 20 C0C families who are on the
waitine list, waitine for houses to he Wilt, lay I say that
gince the VWest Rand Adminictration Frard came into existence (2t
the pace at which the buildins proecromme..suddenly slowed down
and this has really ereated quite a 1ot of serious problems as
far as the psople of Soweto are concerned, And arain the type
of houses thalt have been built over the years have not in my
opinion, in our opinion been the vright type of houses, The houses
that are beins built was one that is deseribed as a 51/6 house..

CHATIRMAN: Deseribed ag? -~-= A 51/6 which is an ordinary

d=ronmed hous=ce,

DR, YUTAR: That mast be the Tublic Works Department reflerence

number, =-- Yea, that's richt., And a 5177 which was a two ., (30
four-roomtd houces, attneched torethery, And then vwior to 1970

tvlhr" rn ,'r' .
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there was another tyvpe of b-use that wan built and we
thou~sht that perbans this was roine Lo he the house that
vas proinr to be built for the people of Soweto. It i=s called
a 51/9, Which was an ordinary four-roomed house with a bathroom
and a toilet incorporated into it 2and we thourht this was roine
to be the new pattern an? the type of house that was goine to
be built. lost un{ortunately this tyre of house was not the
one that was made..to be a housing feature as far an the people
of Soweto were concerned.

Do you perhaps know the cost of erecting these wvarious (1c
typea of housesn? ——- o,

You den't? —-—=- o, we don't.

A1l rignt. Carry on then, =-- But then the Board continued
building the 51,/6 houses and iy Lord with..thev are family
units, the Blaecl fanmily units at the present mement stands at
6,7 and for pecople to stay in a one hedroomed house T don't
think really this econtributes and auvgurs well to our sociolosical
rroblems that sort of arise from six and a half reorle beins able
to stay in » four-roomed houne,

CHAIRMANN: Did you on the Advisory Council, ever discuss the (2u

type of house to b2 built? --- Oh, yes. This has been Jdone.

And did you make recommendations about that? «-~ This
has been comine nearly every year.

tve you made recommendations about it? === JFakine our
recommendations, but we need a new type of house to be,..which
was really sad, I believe the family needs of the people of
Soweto, we have been mikine more and more recommendations, we
actunlly even recommended the buildines of flats because we have
a larese mamber of youns people now who are comine onto the scene
who a re becoming adulte, who are gettine married and who (30

are inecreasine the number of vecvle on the waitine lists and

we/..
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we nald these people, hecnuse of the economic situation in
which they Cind themnelvyen, they will be able to af{ford a
higher rental of staying in a one-bedroomed or two-bedroomed
type of flat, even if the rental there was plus or minus R25,
These young couples were moing to afford to pay that amount
of money.

Would such a flat have more conveniences than a house?
--—  Yeg, we recommended that the type of flat that has to be
built must have all the services, you 4now, hot and cold water,
electricity and all the necesaary services that it needs in a (1c
house, They also =ay that althoursh these houmes have heen built
and in our opinion these houses one could not really move into
them, even when you are allocated this ‘type of house, you couldn't
just =ort of move into it because it was an incomplete house,
You still have to cement the walls, and do the floorins ani even
put in a ceilins and at the cost of the person to whom the
house has been allocated and the interestint thines that in the
event of yvoeu leavins that houge, vou were not cormpensated for
the improvements that you have made on this house and this has
been another =zore point or a point of frustration to the people (2t
of HSoweto. Now another thine also that we zmort of made recommen-
dations time and time again was the buildin~g of hostels. You
know, in Soweto, and in the boundaries of Soweto, We have at
the present moment about eirsht hostels, that cater for single men
or women and I think the statistics that I have is about two years
old, the statistics of 1974, These clght hostels housed something
like ~10 000 individuals. A man could sort of underatand the
sociolosical rroblems that arises from a hostel beins built just
acrosnt the street of o residentinl area, You know, the kind of
sexunl immorality that sort of arises from a situation of (30

havine to rut a sroup of sinele men in one mort of dormitory

or/..
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or comround, This has really crented a new type of nexual
immorality which we A4id not know, vrior to the 1960's, as far
as the eommunity of Doweto in eoncernsd, and we..(intervenes).

CHATHIIAN Tour complaint, do I understand it correctly about

the hostels, ins first of all there are a number of men or women
torether on one dormitory or larese room? =--- Ifo, Tour Worchio
it irs just a larse number of..(intervenns).

lio, no I come to that point. --- Yes,

I will come %o that voint but you say that they are..there
are a number of men together in 2 dormitory or a large room? —-=(10
Yes,

Then you say that it is..it works {for immorality to have
a larre nunber of sincle men in a residential area? ==~ That's
right, yeeo,

are thery mostly men that work there..stav there Tor a few
month~ nand then ro amin?  ——-=  Jjome of them are thersa Tor a
few monthz, =om? of them are contract labourers whno are there
for & few months, who ro away and others are just there
rermancently,

Permanently? =--= TYes, And they go away when they are (2¢
on leave let us say for three weeks or for a month,

Yes, === Then they o back to the Hymelandis and then come
bank orain,

Yee, and those..they are there on a more permanent basis
than the othera? —— Yes.

low where are these honstels then situated? You say in or
elose to ordinary residentinl areas? --- Right in Soweto,
there is only..there are only two that are just at the boundaries
that is the Diepkloof Hostel, which is on the boundary of Diepkloof
and the HHeadowlands Hostel or the Meoimhlope Hostel, which is (30

Just on the edre of a residential area, called lMeimhlope and then

the /..
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the resnt, there are five, rix of them, are rirsht in Soweto.

DR. TUTAR: Wwe have had evidence . Thebehali that accordings

to what you 2re nayine now that the youns sirls who are
livines with their parentn in the reaidential area, fall prey
to the=e sinsle men, particularly thoese whe are coniract
labourers and only come there for a short time., === That i=s
very itrue,
Incidentally that figure you rave of 600 000 I think that
must be a miniake, === 610 000D,
f10 000, —-== TYes, These were the fisures that I have (1c
for 1774,

I% is almost the porulation of the whole of Dowelo., -——-

i te,
Tt ean't..usually that  (intervenesn).
CHATRIAIL: Well, perhoaps we can inventirate that Tact.
DR. YUTAR: Yesn, === The 1974 number, Tes, now and arain

an Tar oan housing is concerned you know, there is a birs problem
which is a real sore point as far as the people of Joweto are
concernad and this is the question of the influx control
regulations, (2¢

CHAIRIIAN:  Ilow, can T ask you thins question: The influx control

affects you in your everyday life in eceortain respects, for
examele that you have difficulties if vou have a visitor or
if you mo visitinsg? And merryine is somewhat 4ifficult if you
marry comebhody from outs=ide the marticular area in which you are,
I think those are the important..thiness of the everv day thines
that you find everydavy., -.-= Yes,

Children wha eannot be broueht with their parents tn the
plaece where they live beenuse the varents are entitled to come
into Joweto but the child has perhaps been with the prandfather (3
or the gsrandmeobther in come cother town, but the position is

comewhat /..
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somewhat relieved now that you ean move on a rreater part
of the Witwaterorand than you used Lo he able {2 move before,
is that correct? —-- That iz correct.

llow I have just mentioned a few, now leb us see il you can
ro on mentionine the others, —-—-  The others, yos, Your
Lordechip I am not talkins about people who want fo come to
Soweto, to Johammesburs, 1 am not talkine about those people
because 1 am fully aware that if at all..we ecan sort of open
up the whole of Loweto for everybody fo comz in, fthis is going
to increase vroblems such as we will have to vrovide accommoda- (1(
tion Tor there pennle, we have fo provide jobn for thesme pecple
and this asain is roine to brines about new socio-economic
problems, I am talkine about the prenple who are lermlly qualified
to bhe in Jowatn,

Well, that is why T sapoke about the everviay thines, o thine
that worrien you everyvdoy, =—-—— Yes, Mow we have 2 situation
where my daucghter or my son is required hy law when he or she
reaches the arse of 16 he has 1o apply for a reference book., low
what havrens in this case, the ovrocedure is that we must have
a birth certificate, and 2esain hrins  the residential permit and (29
then also brins a letter from the =school where this child
has been attendineg zchool. Then I have also to go and report
to the municipal labour officer to do the influxine., VWhen...I
must ~o there, althourh the neople are there, the residential
documant i= there, the birth certifieate is there, I have to be
away from work to be able to assist thias child, And we find
ourselves roing there for a day for two days, fTor three days
and the people of Sowelo are saving that why is it necessary,
renlly necessary for me an an adult Lo be away from work when
I have the necessary dAocuments andt there have heen some (50
embarraacineg situations where the maniciml labour O Ticer

will/..



= ¢ 092 - THEBEHALL & OTHERS
will just =ny: How, can yuu tell me where have you been from
the apge of 7 up to the are of 16, And then as a parent 1 will
nay: Look, my child has hean attendina school there and so on
and =0 on and then the puniciral Labour Officer will say:
ook, I am not talkines to you, I am $talkine to this child.

I am talking to..? --- To the child. And this has a
paychological effect on the marent in that here is a situation
where the parent is shown that there is somebody who is more
powerful than the parent and here am I being humiliated in
the presence of my own child and then, where does..where is (2«
this child going to afford or to give me any form of reapect,
and this is one of the thiness that zort of contribute to the
loss of control over children beecause the children now realise
that there ins somebolyr more powerful over my father and who
is my father to give me instructions. And we are sayines this
iy Lord, because we think it is vitally important that the opeonle
whom we are dealine with the White ofTicial that we are dealines
with in JSoweto, also at the Paniu Affairs Commissioner's offices,
and the West Roand Boord offices in town, it is vitally imvortant
that they must at least show ~eome respect, tolerance and mtience(2¢
as far as the Black individu2l is conecerned, A type of humnn
relationshiv that is wanted at the precent moment, and this
one can really say hasalso contributed to the riots that we had
on the 16th of June. \ie are also ealled upon that we have, when
a child getls about 21 or so, he decides to get married and then
he goes to the Homeland to go and pick up a beautiful girl and
then he has sot to have all types of Aifficulties to get that
particular..to gset his wife influxed in Johannesburg and this
really creates all soris of problems because one then comes to
the ecconclusion that in this case influx control really separates (3
husband and wife and we have had also inztancen where we send

our/..
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our children ko the homelarn ! Lo attend cecheol and when they
reach the nee of 16 they apply for a refarence hook in the
aschool where they are attendin~ and when the child has to come
back to Johanneshurs or to Joweto, then he has influx control
Aifficulties, Then vou find that your child iz really refused
entry, then we then come to the conclusion that influx control
is beinrs used not only to remarante father and mother but it is
also used to =emarate varents from their ehildren,

Cn that point just tell me: Do a lot of mrents =end

their children out of Joweto to other places to pet their (1t
echooling? === TYes, Actvally you know, the majority of

the rarents in Soweto are sayinsm: Look, let me send my child
away Trom the Soweto environment so that the child must be
able to further his education quite earily., ‘e do this marticu-
larly when the child passes Gtd. VI and has to ret to secondary
school to de his or her form I, then we send the child +n a
boardine achool, a very rood distance away from Johanneshure
and most of the boardineg scheools for our children are leocated
in the Homelanda and that is where the problem comea, when the
child has qualified or has completed his secondary education (21
and has to come back and perhaps tn start working, then they
Tind to have this influx centroel difficulties.

Usually the child turns 16 about the time when he is away?
~== That is correct.

At school there., === That in correct., Beecause actually
our children reach the age..reach 5td. VI at the are of 135 and
14 so when they are 15 move often than not he is doines his Form I
it secondary scheool, so when he leaves Form IT he is 16, that
is the tim2 when he avevlier for a reference book and then
problems arise when the child has to be influxed in Johannesburg, (3¢

Comine to another area of Transvert.

Dr-- ?‘.l".ti-
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0f..? === Trancport, in Jowetlo, 1 think it was
Hr. tehoemiin, the then Miniater of Tranncport who in Parliament
made 1 statement that he is aware that the Jouth African Rallways
and also Puteo, ecannot meet the transport of the prople of
Sowebto, IT one has to talk about the JSouth African Hailways
I think it is more than juct a fact that we de not have a
sufficient number of trains, particularly durine peak hours,
runninr betwean Johanneshure and Soweto, The trains are
terribly overcrowded and some of us who more often than not
decile not o he2rd or pa2rhaps Lo hay a 3rd class ticket, we -
rome of us bheecanze weearn a little it more, we decided to buy
a seceond-clans Yicke’ hovine that revhape we would be ahle to
travel comfortnnly between Jobhannesturese and Jovyeto and vice
versa, but theea recond-clarcn cotichenr are also terribly crowded
to the extenl that one really does not find it necessary to
buy a mecond-clans tirket,.

It do2sn't help to buy a second-clans Sicket? === Tt
doesn't help at all hecause the comfort that you want, you know
you really do not pet becaur~e the trains are terribly over-
crowded, Whot actunlly haprens is that the seconi-clanss trains
runninT between Johannesburs and Soweto, you will find it
only has two second-class coaches oani nine third-class coaches
and ona2 of the recommendationn that we have nade from the
Trade and Transport Committee was that these...the number of
coaches must he inereased from 11 to 13, Wwe have =2en that it..
at least our recommendation haa been acceded to, hecause there
are times when these trains arve 195 inatead of 11, rarticularly
Aurint mak hours and the other thine, that the platform bhas
heen extended {0 be ahle to,,.nhall | sav aceommodnte, 1% coaches
insteni of 11. How arain talkine on the question of  4rainn

we have found Lhat there in not ouffieient poliece protection

in/. .
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in theae trains, mrtiealar!r on Friday a“ternoon andl evenines
and alaso on I~turdave, Ve find that o laree number of the
taotel element of the juvenile delinauents take advantage
of the people who have received their pay packets on Fridays
or perhaps at the end of the month, and there iz gquite a lot
pick-pocketing there and there is aquite a lot of violence taking
place in the traing., Anl so the passenser there, whnether
you are in the second-class coach or in the third-elass coach
we Tind ourzelves heing open to what one can describe as the
terrorism from these younenters, particularly on Fridays and
on Saturdaya and our apreal has always been fo the South Afriecan
Railway Police that please have as many men as possible on
the trains varticularly on Friday afternoons and Saturdays.

How another sore point with the veovle of Soweto is that the
South Afriecan Railways has not provided enoush mellins points
for ftickets. A laree number of the people of Zoweto buy weekly
tickets anl so they buy their tickets sither on Friday afternoon
that i= Tor the followin~ week or they buv their tickets on
sunday afternocons or on Monday morninss ond the queues are so
long that we find ourselves spendins an hour, two hours just

to buy a first-class or a second-class weekly ticket and towards
the end of the month it is even worse, where you have just
everybody who were using a weelkly ticket and n monthly ticket
buyins tickets and we have arain and arain apprealed 1o the

Jouth Afriecan Reilways that in places like Nancefield Station
and places like Dube Station, it is vitally important that we
met have more and more sellinm points so that at least you know
I feel it ins absolutely important that any asency mast try by
all means to provide thin serviece to mnke it easier for veople
to ret the things that they want, particularly if those peovle
have to vay for the serviee to be vendered, it is vitally

important /..
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inportant that it mu=t go ~ander that these people munt ret,,
what 1 nam tryine to say i=s that the Jouth Afriecan Railways know
very well that hundreds and thousands of people make uce of
the trains and so they must make it easier for these hundreds
and thousanils of people te he able fto bhuy tirketiz=, to be able
to travel very e=asily on the train-,

Just as you have peall hours {for the trains, you have peak
hours for buyin~ of tirckets, --- Yes, but it..(intervenes).
Yex, 1t is only more so because everybody or larse numbers
come on the dayr when they buy their weekly tickets, -—--- Yez, (L
what I am tryinm to say that it is vitally important that they
must increase staff, You know, you rmust not have one or two
people Tor one szellins point, you must have as many people as
possible bubt people,.if you know that 2t such and such a tinme
a larese nuaber of people will be enmine to buy their tickets,
50 it is vitally imporiant that you must have 2 promramme whereby
veu ¢ean be able fto have a larse number of p2ople zerving the

larees nuamber of reeonle who will be eomine Lo buy there,

DR. YUPMAH: T2 there any complaint acainst thore BPailway offiecinls
who sell the tickets, are they courteous, helpful? -—- 7The (2v
conplaints have been innumerable,

The complainta,., (intervenes)., -——= Arfainst the individuals
the Black individuals who are sellins tickeks, HOeveral comnrlaints
comnlaints ~uch as change, complaints such 25 you find a person
takine © minutea or 10 minutes to drink a cup of tea whilst
a lar~e number of peovle are waitine and the {rains are comine
in., ©0So in other words you will find that you miss your train
or let us supvose you have to met..you have to buy your ticket
in the morninm, it means then vou must ro there an hour or two
hours earlier to he able Lo buy a ticket., I mean this ecauses (30
quite a lot of inconvenience to,.inconvenience as far as this

nascenmer/, .
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pasrenser is concerned,

IR, #OTHA: fme of the complaints Lo help him T think in this

matter: You can't buy two ticketn, you can't buy a ticket for
your wife andi vourself, I have to buy a ticket for myself.

IT T want to buy a ticket for my wife I have to go back to the
queue arain, these are zcome of the complaints as far as this
is concerned.

i, THEBSHALT: And then, as 1 =ay if you are travelling

together with your wife or with your children, all of you have
to stand in one queue to be abkle to buy 2 ticket at a tinme, (1

CHATRIMAN: Well, that makes a2 gueue lonser,

Hit. THOBBHALL:  Abacolutely,

DiR. YUTAR: And are these now Rlack officinl=? Aren't there

Buropeans there too?

IR, THSRSHALI o, these are Black offieials. They have a

sitvation where there is a Buropean supervicor who time and
arain.. I think their headquarters is New Canada where you have

a White tickei{ inspector or surervisor who moves arounl Trom

one sellings point to another. And sometimes the people lay
their complaintas to this Buropean suvervisor, (20

CHATRIAN: Let me just get this clear: You buy your ticket and

then immediately you go on to the platform, is that right?

IR, THEBRHALI: That's right.

CHAIRTIVT: Jo that is probably where it is wrones. Then everybody

must stand in the queur for the buyine of tickets and as you
have caid then if you haven't got the ticket you have rot to go
risht *o the back azain to met one for your wife, Yen, low 1
underastand that,

MR. THHRBHALL:  Yes,

DR. YUTAR: This complaint which you  have made about change: (30

wWwe have had evidence that this sort of thing haprens alse on the

busen/..



- € 098 - THHERESHALT ™ OTHERD
buses and if you arrae with Lhem, then of ecourse there is
trouble,

M. THSBELHALI: Yes. Haw we have,.and our means of transport

which is lu%eco buses, which are operating in Soweto ninl the
Puteo veople are,.vou know, we have two majior tran=zpertine
orranisations and verhava there in nl=n a thirl one, that i=
the South African Railways 2nd alese Matco.  And Puten is
monobolizine you know, the bus serviee and I think it i=s..these
firures are correct that particularly at veak hour, they ecarry
up -to aboulb 147 000 people. Now, to Soweto 2nd from town. (10
From town to Soweto and back there, And arain you know,

Putco cannot really cope wibkh the transport needs of the people
of Sowete, 3o now you have tnxis which are another..a third
component as far as our transporration system is concerneAd,

The taxi npeovlse - at the vreqent monent there are n thousand
licensed Rlaeck taxl operators in Sowvelo,

CHA INiAN: A thousani?

FR. THEBRSHALT: A thoumand Blaeck tnxi lieenned orerators but

I can really savy that about 707 or 75 of thene taxi ownern

have certificates which alloew 4hem only %o eperate within Soweto, (20
Only to operate within Joweto 2nd then vou have another 207 or

257" you know, who have what iz enlled a marinterial certificate
which mak%es it possaible for them tn tnke pnzzenzers from 3oweto

into town and these toxi veople have on =meveral ocensions

approrched the Transporbtation Hoard Lo have their zonnl certifi-
cates, zomal in this senne that they have only to operate in

Soweto improved bto o marizsterial certifiecate, =0 as to be able

to transport 2 larse number of veople into town ani the reople

who have always aobjected to the improvement of a zonal certificate
to a masiaterinl certificate iz the 5.A. Railways and Pateo (3¢

they have always objeeted to this, but there are also another

element/..
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element that hars been incluled in thense obiection=, the
Johannacbure City Council has heen tryinege to reduce the
number of motor earn comine into Johanneabure and so this wan
alao riven as a reason why they have {n object to the Trans-
portation Board every now and then when there is an application
to have a zonzl certifTiecate imvoroved to 2 moaristerial certifiecate,
And junt recently we as an Urkan Bantu Council we made a
recommendation to %0 aprlications, that these 50 applicants
mast have their zonal certificates imvroved to a maristerinl
certificate, The renort that I ~ot vesterday was that the (11
50 applications were turned down, and they intend appealines
to Fretoria to..arminst the decision of the loecal Transportation
Board and cne of the main objecter~ was the South African
Railwnys., And the other thine thnt we recommended to the local
Transrortation Hoard was that in view of the faet that o taximan
is reguired to ume an ordimiry moter ecar, you know, a four-door
motor car and also in wview of the faet that the Johammesbure
City Council is arsainst an inerease in the motor ecars comine
into the centre of town, how would it bhe that these peonle
who have mot magisterinl ecertificaten, mast make ume of Combi'a (2
hecauze a2 Combi iz able fto earry more than the five passeneers,

a Combi will be able fo enrry nine vansencers or perhaps they

muet make use of mini-buses Vecaure o~ T snid earlier, the
Railways and PFutco cannot really provide the Lrancportation needs
of the people of Soweto. At about..from half-past four richt

ur to about 0 o'ecloeck, vou soe a larse number of workers lininem
Commiscioner Gtreet, vou know, beenune they know that i they

ro te the station, they will not be nble to ret the service,

if they m~o to the Imtco bunen, they won't be able to set the
service, if they mo to the taxi-ranks they will not be able (>

to pet home quickly and so what do they do, they just line

Commianionar/..
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Comminsionsr Sftreet and just get onto any type of transport
that is poing to Soweto. This has also created illegal trans-
portation of people from Johannesburg and vice versa but 1f I
have got a car then I am able to take on these people and I
charge them, either to go into town or going back to Soweto
and this has made that there must be a confrontation between
motor car owners and taxl owners because rightly the taxi
ownera have a licence that they have to pay and I don't have a
licence to pay but then I am making a lot of extra money for
myself, I get these people who have to pay 50c and 65c¢ per peraaﬁlﬂ
just so0 that with that money 1t will be possible for me to
provide for my petrol needs and we as a Council have always spoken
againat this 1llepal tranaportation of people, the pirate..
(intervenes),

CHATIRMAN: You al=so have the other difficulty that if you

are stopped, then that is the end of your journey then you

have got to find another..if you are stopped by an official

who wants to find out whether you are a pirate taxi or not,

then you have to start the journey all over again,

MR. THEBEHALI: That is gquite right, and I mean this (2t
creates problems as far as the employers are concerned becauge

I mean if wyou are a type of employer who haa to operate you

know, on a basis of time, and let us say you are a factory

you know that starts at 8 o'clock and by 4 o'clock, half-past four
five o'elock the production must be this far, then you find that

a large number of people are coming late, not because they lefst
home late but because of transport difficulties, so this has

an effect, a positive effect on commerce and industry, you know

of getting the employees or the workers late at thelr places of
work and so we say that it is vitally important that we must (3¢

have more anl more mecana of 4ranaport from Soweto into town

and /..
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and vice vereoa.

DR. YOTAR: There is another aspect too, not only iz the

productivity cut down by late arrival, but it ia also cut
down by people who have to get up very early, travel a number
of houre and arrive at thelr place of work exhausted, by it.

MR. THEBEHALI: That's right. Now another area also which

is creating problems as far as the people of Soweto are con-

cerned i1s in the area of trading. You know, if one has sort

of to look at it from a historical point of view, there was a

time interestingly enough when Black people owned businessea (10
in the centre of Johannesburg and when this whole sort of

separate residential programme was introduced, the development

what is now ecalled Soweto, these business people were then

agked that they will have to go and start their businesses in

placesa like Soweto and they were told that when they get

there, the sky will be the celling, they would be able to improwve
their busineagses, increase their business operations. But then
when they got there, there were quite a lot of restrictions

that were placed on them. What happened I think the new

regulations that were instituted in 1968, they made it quite (20
clear that when it came to a trader, you were only allowed

one door one business,

CHAIRMAN: One man one business, it was called.

MR. THEBEHALI: That's right, it is one man..actually it is

more than one man one business, it is one man, one door, one

licence.

CHAIRMAN: Oh, yes, yes.

DR. YUTAR: Yea,.(LAUGHTER).

MR. THEBEHALI: You know, In other words, if you get a general

dealer certificate, you can only perhaps have a butchery and (30

you cannot have a butchery and a grocery and a reastaurant at

the/..
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the sam2 time and this has created quite a lot of problems
particularly to the new type of businessman who came onto the
acene after 1968, It was these reatrictions as far as he was
concerned, that he was only restricted to one type of business.
But not only that, then we had also prior to 1968 what is
called a "control certificate™, but even if you are given

a gencral dealer's licence, there were certain items you were
not supposed to sell. So you had this "control certificate"
which sort of restricted your business operation..of the
businesaman in the sense that he was the type of person that

I would like to increase my business but because of the "control
certificate™ I am unable to do this. And I think the attitude
hag alvways been that a Black businessman in Soweto must only
provide for the daily needsa, the dally essentials and that 1ie
all, and that is why we do not have in our shops in Soweto

that sell clothing, you know, you have to travel all the way
into town to buy a suit and so on, you do not have you know,

a departmental store in Soweto at all,

DR. YUTAR: The same applies to furniture, radio's.

MR, THEBEHALI: Radlo's, yes, you can't..you don't have the

type of business operating in Soweto at all, you have to come

to the centre of town, But I think there has been a sort of

a slight change now to one man one businesas. And this saya

that on one site, one site you can have a butchery, & restaurant
and & grocery shop, this is a new thing I think it came..the

ammouncement was only made to uas towards the end of last year

(1c

(20

by the Deputy Minister, Mr. Cruywagen, that you can have this type

of business operation and secondly there was also another
interesting feature that was added to it that we can now have

a company we can eatablish companies, we can..(intervenes).

CHAIRMAN: Eestablish partnerships.

MR./..

(30
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MR. THEBEHALI: Establish jartnerships, this was very Iinteresting

but then there is still o restriction in this sense that I

cean have thig one man one business operation on one site

but if let ue say I would like to expand to another township

from Dube to another area, I am unable to do this, And the
buainass people are spaying that look, they honestly and sincerely
believe in a capitalistic type of economy, 2 business operation
and there are some of the people who have got quite a lot of
money and who really and truly believe in monopolles and majors
and what have you and they would like to sce you know, owning (e
as meny businesses as possible but because of these restrictions
it 13 not really poasible,

DR. YUTAR: They would like to open up more branches?

MR. THEBEHALIL: More brancheeg,

DR. YUTAR: Of course it has thils further advantage too, tecause

the greater the scale on which you buy wholesale, the cheaper

you pay, the less you pay and then you can pass it on even to

the public.

MR. THEBEHALI: The public, the cheaper price. Well, this has

always been a problem that the people of Soweto are now moving (20
into the supermarkete in town, in Checkers, Pick and Pay,
0.K. Bazaars and so on..(both speak aimultaneously)..the reason

because of the price.

CHAIRMAN: You have no supermarkets in Soweto?

MR. THEBEHALI: No, we don't have any supermarkets. Decause

wa find,.we have really andi truly a small business operation,

the small businesa man you know, who is only able to buy in small
quantities and he is not able to afford you know, the big
discounts that come from the wholesalers and the manufacturers

a0 that is why our prices, the prices of our commodities are
higher compared to those in town and then you see this whole (30

gort of movement of the Black elientele, put it that way, coming

intna/..
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into town and on Friday afternoons and Saturday mornings they

go back to Soweto with their groceries and the control certificate

has also this effect in that I am unable to buy everything that

I need from one business operation. So now I decide to come
into town because in a supermarket I will be able to buy just
everything that I need, you know, at once.

CHAIRMAN: In a departmental store, as they say you can buy

everything that you want under one roof.

MR. THEBEHALI: That ia correct, correct. And then another

thing also we see, You know, our buying style, put it that
way 1s elightly different from the White people..that we find
ourselves being in an employment situation from Monday until
Saturday at 1 o'eclock. Then we don't have time to buy what
you really need for your home and there was a time until I
think 1974/75, that the butchers, the people who sell meat

in Soweto were not supposed to sell meat on Sundays at all,
it was a provincial..an ordinance offence, put it that way to
sell meat on Sundays so then we found ourselves completely at
a loss now where to buy meat even if you been unable %o buy
meat on Saturday afternoon, where to buy it on Sunday and not
only that, the restriction which is placed on the buying of

non-foods on Sunday. So in other words, if you run out of

washing-powder you will be unable to get it on Sunday from any

of the shops that are open because they have only,.they are

only allowed on Sundays to sell yu know, foods, and not non-
foods at all and this really sort of creates problems because
as I say now, our lifestyle is completely different from that

of the White people and you have time to buy your groceries,

and your domestic needs you know, from Monday to Friday, Monday

to Saturday but in our case we have this real problem, that

thie restriction dees not only affect the business man 1tself

but /..

(1cC
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but it affects the communit;y of Soweto. Another area also
which creates problems ias the question of labour, I don't

know whether here it is because of the type of sophistication
of the people in Soweto, who say: T am not prepared to work
for a Black man in Soweto I would rather go and work in town.

S0 now you will find that a man who 13 selling coal, a man

who is running a grocery shop has problemsa as far as labour

is concerned., So it means that he has to import his labour from
the Homeland and the regulations as they stand at the present
moment that 1f you would like to have labour from the Homelands
you have to do it throush you know, the normal labour channele.
Now we just go to the Muniecipal Inbour Office you know, and
make an application there. More often than not the Black
business man is unable to register or to get a legal person to
come and work for him in Soweto. There are all sorts of re-
gtrictions are placed on him: (1) Do you have accommodation?
And: Yhere are you going to accommodate this individual, which
is I think a reasonable requirement, that if you are getting
people from outside, you must be able to provide accommodation
for them. I think that is a reasonable demand but reasonable

as it is very very few business men in Soweto have had the
opportunity of getting labour from outaide, and this has ecreated
quite a lot of problems, The other things also that is
affecting the business man is before I can start a business in
Soweto I must have what iz called a daily labour permit from

the influx control office, the Municipal Labour Officer, but then
what will happen is that every month I have to go back to the
township mananger, or the Municipal Labour Officer to get my

paas signed, every month, like an ordinary person is employed

in town who must have his reference book signed every month.

And then you know, this createa quite a lot of inconvenience

to/..

(10

(20

(30
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to a business man bhecause he has to go there during the day
time at the time when he 1s supposed to be looking after his
businens, at the time when he is supposed to be with the
manufacturers and the wholesaler, you know to be buylng his
husinass.and this has been a real problem because the business
man says that whilst we appreciate the fact that we must have
our reference books signed, how will it be if we can have our
reference books pmigned once every six months or once a year,
once a year and we have at the Council made cne recommendation
after another that we would 1ike to gsee a situation where the
buainesa man in Soweto has his reference book signed once a
year because this would make it easier for him to be able to
.continue with his business operations,

DR. YUTAR: They could establizh a branch office in Soweto

vhich 18 more remdily accessible.

MR. THEBEHALI: Quite., Oh, the other thing that they have

also been trying to do was to send somebody with the reference
book to go and get 1t signed but the Municipal Labour QOffilcer
has always insisted that the business man, the owner of the
reference book muat be there to be able to sign it and this
really causes quite a lot of inconvenience., I would like now
to move in the area of education. I think one of the things
that sort of sparked the disturbances that we had in Soweto

started first from an educational point of view. The whole

queation of the medium of instruction has been an issue in Soweto

aince 1974, when the Department of Bantu Education through the
Regionmal Director, Mr. Ackermann had made and been placing
this requirement that far more,.the subjects must be taught in
the medium of Afrikaans and members of the school board the

teachers and the principals have been moking one representation

after another to the Department, to show the inadequaecy of this

requirement/..
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requirement in this sense ihat although the teaﬁher when

he signs the application form, he does state that he is
bilingual but being bilingunl and having the ability to teach
are two different thinge. TYou know, I spenk about seven, eight
languages but I can..T will always have a difficulty of
addressing a public meeting, in Zulu, in Venda, in Shangaan
although I can converse with anybody in these 1anﬁuagea and

I think it is even more difficult for one to instruct you know,
a group of children in the medium of instruction that is
teaching a particular subject, this is really a problem because
the feedback that we got was that we do not have the teachers
who are qualified to teach physical science or general science
or history in Afrikaans. The right thing tc do is..to ask,
have the teachers trained first before we can impart this .
knowledge in the medium of Afrikaans and the attitude of the
people, even the non-students and the parents have always been
that we are fully aware that in this country, one must become
conversant in Englieh and Afrlkaans and we are saying that we
would like to see Afrikaans being taught as a subject so that
& child muct be able to conduct you know, whether it ias an
interview, or be able to speak to anybody who ia an—Black.

in English or in Afrikaans, or particularly in Afrikaans but
they insiated the Reglonal Directer was that Afrikaans muat be
used as a medium of instruction so we here as a Council on the
9th of Juns last year went as a deputntion to see the Regional
Director, Mr. Ackermann and I must say My Lord, I was one of
those who wns in that deputation, It was a most frustrating
interview that I have ever had with a Government official. I
have been a member of the Council since 1968 and 1 have had
inmumerable interviews with Government representatives in
Johannesburg, in Pretoria and also at Miniaterial level and

these /..
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these interviewn have been very cordinl and when we left there
we always left satisfied that we have made a representation
and the other side lintened very sympathetically to our
repregentation but the interview of the 9th of June, if wan the
most frustrating one that I have ever had because that was aﬂ
interview, it was an interview that we had with the Regional

Director, Mr. Ackermann on the Afrikaans issue.

CHAIRMAN: Firstly we pointed out that you know, we, our terms

of reference does not cover the actual runnineg of the achool,

wve as a civic institution our responsibility is to build the (1O
school and then hand it over to the Department of Bantu
Administration who actually want the school and we really did

not have a mandate from the people of Soweto to make representations.
Tor them on the question of Afriksans but because we reallsed

that this thing had been going on aince 1974, without 1t beling
resolved, we then decided now look, let us also as an institution
make representationa. Quite frankly, this waa absolutely beyond

our terms of reference and our basis of operations as a civic
inetitution in Soweto, but we decided to do that and we did

make this representation. It was very frustrating but that the (20
outcome of the interview was that we gaid to Mr. Ackermann on

the 22nd of July, we have a standing appointment with the

Minister Mr. M.C. Botha, and we are going to ralee this issue

because we have realised that you have not sort of..listened

to us sympathetically, and you firstly you told us that we have

no right to discuss the Afrikaans ilssue because it was a completely
professional matter and it is only people who are professional

vho can discuss you know, the actual running of the schoolk and
Afrikaans being one of the ismsues and we said that we are golng

to raise this jssue with the Minister, Mr. M.C. Botha, when (30
we meat him on the 22nd of July. Most unfortunately the events

overran/..
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overran us and it happened on the 1G6th June. But I would like

to peint out that we have an an institution since 1968, tried

to eatablich a loose working relationohip you know, with the

people who are administering the schools in Sowetec. We even

went as far in 1969, we..I was then chairman of the Education

and Health Committee, my Committee instructed me to ca;l a joint
meeting of members of my committee and members of the various

school boards in Soweto where we were polng to say look, let

us sort of establish a loose relationship, a loose alliance,

because we were as a matter of fact we were both of us (inaudible (1
institutions they were..the achool boards and nuréelvea, ¥e came
into existence because of an act of Parliament and we said look, let
us establish a working relationship because we would like to

ret a feedbuck from you as to whether the type of schocls that

we are recommendine to be built are the type of schoola that

you az adminiatrators would like to administer. But we had

the unbelievable interference of the White inspectors who actually
influenced the members of the school board and told them that we

the U.B.C. we would like to take over their activities and communi-
~cation completely broke down between ourselves and the school hna%gg
so we found ourselves in the situation where we were just building
.8chools and as to whether they were the right type of schools

or not we just did not know but the type of interference from

the inspectors was absolutely obvious and again when the

Afrikaana lssue came, the Afrikaans issue came, it was so obvious
that it was the school inspectora who were moving from school to
school actvally instructing the school prinecipals that if you

do not have Afrikaans as a medium of inatruction we a}e going

to recommend that you must lose your allowance or recommend

that you must be dismissed., So as far as education is con- (30

cerned, we saw thins obvious interference from the White school

inspectors/..
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inspectors. May I also say that as it is known and as far
as the Black prople are concerned you know, the need and the
urge for education is very strong. You know at the beginning
of every year a large number of children are turned away
from school because there iz not enough school accommodation
and then you find you know, a seven-year old child has to spend
a year not attending achool at all, or perhapa you finﬁ that
& child who is about 15, 16 is unable to find accommodation in
another scheool because perhaps he failed at a achool, as he
could not be accommodated he had to go elsewhere for accommodation(lC
and we find that now the question of a large number of Jjuveniles
you know, walking the streetna of Soweto you know, i=2 inereasing.
- I think prior to the 16th of June, we had something like 42 000
children who were roaning the streets of Soweto, not being
emploved and not attending schocel because of an insufficient
nunber of achoola in Soweto. We have to date about 280 achools
in Soweto and perhaps I could sort of read out the breakdown.
The breakdown is that there are 11 lower primary schools, 36
combined =schools, combined in this nense it is a lower primary
and a higher primary school combined torgether and we have B5 highégn
primary schools, 31 junior secondary schools, 9 high schools, this
is from Form I up to Form V and then four industrial schools.

CHAIRMAN: TFour industrial schoola?

MR . THEBEHALI: Yea, four industrial schools and you have an

official student population of 193 952 and this also includes

the schools and the children attending achool in Alexandra,

How as you know well, these schools are really not enough for.

the children of Sowetec and one of the ways iﬁ which to keep a
large number of children away from the streets of Soweto because
Soweto most unfortunately has been correctly named "a township (30
of children from Mondays to Fridays" becnuse you see a large

number /..
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number of children roaming the satreets of Soweto and the parents
both parents more often than not are employed. And so we would
at least like to see more and more achools being built and now
it is very interesting to point out that ever aince the Teach
Fund came into existence we have not had a large number of
schools built by the Department of Bantu Education and Fhiﬂ isa
reaily a very serlous thing because it looks as if the Department
;f Bantu Education has handed the reaponsibility to the Teach
Fund because the Teach Fund has really and truly been moving
ahead with a programme of providing and building more schools (10
in Soweto and this ia very imprepsive. And another area you
know where we find vou know there ia quite a lot of frictien
is the conditions of employmant of the teachers. It ia just
unfortunate that although we have teacher training schools
throughout the country a larpge number of our children they..
immediately after he gets..immediately he qualifies as a teacher
because he knows that the salary that he is going to earn as
a new teacher in a school 1s not enouch, immediately hé moves
into commerce and indusztry. MNow and so we find that a large
number of the children of Soweto who have qualified as teachers (2¢
really do not come back to come and teach in the achools of
Soweto so now we find ourselves in a situation where we have to
import teachers from other areas and again we have serious
accommodation problems that som2 of the teachers find themselves
accommodated in the hostels, and for a teacher to be living
with eight people in a bungalow of eight people with people
vwho are not of the same educational standard as himself and
gome of the pcople there are barely literate, this is really..
it interferes with his work. And not only that becaunse you find
that a teacher/pupil ratio in Soweto is high because you find (30
that a teacher has to attend on the average to about 58 chlildren

at a time and sometimes, particularly in the lower standards you
find/..
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find that the teacher/pupil ratio is hirh it is perhaps... a
teacher has to attend to ﬁbﬂuf 100 ehildren and thias is very
very difficult, it ereates difficult working conditions for
the teachers because you know I have always thouzht that it is...
for a particular child to be able to benefit from his education
there must be a proper teacher/pupil relationship established
but under these high teacher/pupil ratio it is absolutely
impoasible for a teacher to establish a proper teacher/pupil
relationship. Not only that, the teacher is then, because
of the non-availability of accommodation, unable to do his preper (10
preparation for tomerrow and one of the thinga that we have
recommonded again and again to the Board is that priority when
it comes to the allocation of houses, must be given to teachers,
even 1f the teachers are unmarried, you can have one house, one
four-roomed house being allocated to two or three teachers to
live in there, The mosot important thing is that..has always
been that school environment, you know, even if 1t 18 not in
the actual =school, but in the actual residential areas, actual
house where the teacher sleeps, is vitally important that he
must have proper accommodation. And we have made thie appeal (2c
again and again that priority must always be given to
rrofessional people like teachers when it comes to accommodation.
Now I think that mﬁre or less brings me to the end of my
testimony. Further there i3 just one last thing that I must
mention that you know thls question of ethnic grouping, really
iz a sore point as far as the people of Soweto are concerned.
We are complaining as a Council, because our mode of election
is based on ethnie grouping, that before 1 can be elected an
a Councillor I have to eampaign... on the people of my language
group to be able to elect me and again you know, we have certain (30

townshipa that have been aet aside for different racial groups...

trival/..
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tribal groups and the people of Soweto have - I don't know
vwhether thiz 1s part of the prﬁceaﬂ of urbanisation - outgrown
any tribal affiliationa. I can just sort of mentlion these
examples., In an employment eituation you find yourself brushing
shoulders with a person of a different language group. When
you travel from Soweto into town and going back, to Soweto from
town, you travel in transport where you brush shoulders with.,
the person astanding next to you ia of g different language group
and this happens from Monday to Friday and then you go to a
beerhall or to a shebeen and you find that the person you (1t
are sharing your drink with, does not belong to the same language
group as yourself and then on a Saturday afternoon you go and
watch a football team or you go to Orlande stadium and you find
yourself sitting with a person of a different languase group
or you find that the fcotball team as it is constituted, has
nothing to do with one's tribal affiliations. On Sunday
morning when you go to church you find that the perason who is
leading the service 12 a peraon of a dlfferent language group
than yourself and so on and we find that this ethnic restriction
that 1s placed on ugs as far as housing 1s concerned and as (21
far as my being elected a member of the Council is concerned,
this 1s really and truly creating unnecessary problems and our
appeal is that in a Soweto situation as we see it tcday, let
us place lesaa emphagis on ethnic affiliations and this I think
will auveur well in sort of improving relationa, net only amongst
the people in Soweto..where the people in Soweto are concerned,
but also as far as improving relationa between Black and
White. This My Lord concludes my teatimony.

CHATRMAN: Pefore I call on the others, hear whether they

have anythins to add to what you have to say, I feel that I (3¢

muat congratulate you on your evidence, on the way that you have

civen/..
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given evidence which was well thought out, which was well
conaidered, which was well expreased and which covered all
the issuen that have certain parts which has caused dis-
patisfaction and which therefore might create a climate which
is not a rood climate and which can be made worse if you cannot
talk to pemplef Congratulations on your evidence.

DR. YUTAR: My Lord, may I very respectfully associate myself

with your Lordship's observations. Mr. Chenyane, do you agree
with what your Chairman has sald? I believe you have got some
notes there which you would like to add.

MR. CHENYANE: My Lord, I agree that the Chairman has put through

almoat everything that we discussed, but there is one point

that he must have overlooked, I think he had it down, that is

the attitude of Soweto people on Bantu Education eystem. But
perhaps he would have got it on his notea, The fact is ncw

today in Soweto in trains, in the buses, at school, big or small
men and women all people talk about the B:ntu Education ayetam,
They feel where they get the information from, or some of them do
say that at one time when Ir, Verwoerd, the late Dr. Verwoerd
spoke in FParliament, he said the B-ntu BEducation ayatem was to

be prepared specifically to be inferior to that of the Europsans
and from there almost everybody knowa the facts. This I take

it you know, pecople are so sore about this Bantu Education syatem
that when we look at the whole thing, you find that there can
never be peace unless the Bantu Education Act 1s scrapped. They
are not only against the name now, they Jjust feel that..I mean,
people who look at the syllabuses, you may not agree, but because
everybody is convinced that the education is of an inferior
quality, there is anything..nany child who attends school, even

if he makes mistnkes at home, it 1s..the miastakes are done

because he is a product of the Bantu Eduecation system. They are

azainst /..
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against the name, not only are they againast the name, they are
againat any book that ie written "Bantu", they are agalnat
anything that they specifiecally uze you know, apecifically..
used by Africons only. They feel that a book which 1is good 1n
history should not be written specifically for the Bantu children.
low while this ia so, Your Worehip, we move in Soweto daily,
and we move around the schoocla. Incidentally Your Lordship
I am a schoolmaster and I know what the children think, They

are m2rely tolerating thle system because they must go to school.

The guestion of writing, they are merely writing because they (10

feel they must get to echool but I think the time will come
when the children will not write anything at all and if this
Bantu Education,.the way everybody 1s still feeling about it,
they will...what the damace that has been done now, will not be
sufficient and it is merely a lull your Lordeship. That is what
I wanted to add.

DR. YUTAR: Thank you very much. Mr, Rasmeni, 1s thare anything

you would like to eay?

MR. RASMENT: TYes, just on the questlon of treatment,.

CHAIRMAN: Just move the miecrophone please.

MR. RASMENI: Today we are supposed to get some assistance in

places where we have got to report everyday to comply with the
requirements of the Department, placegs like Pauli(?)Street,
placea like Albert Street where we register, places like Bantu
Affalra Pagas Offices. Places where we get our reference book.
My feeling sir, that is another sort of trouble perhaps that we
will get in the future because of the treatment meted out by
perhapa young pi'fiecinls that are let looze on us,

DR. YUTAR: Blockand Wnite?

MR. RASMENI Black and White. The time when we get to thia

peint because we have got to comply with the law, sc sufficient
pervice/..
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gervice must be done in placea like that. TYou know, these are
pointe of friction, everydny pcople are there., It becomes
even worse now wWwith the officinle, local officials, administrative
offielala where instend of one person getting there, you have
got ;nilux of kids you have to go and parade your children to
sorebody Tour Worship who has no family, the young men who have
never bheen even trained to work with the people and then that
rerason is made in charge of us, ridiculing us..our womenfolk.
Another thing T wanted to add, particularly on the first problem
because everybody, pregnant women, they must get there and stand (10
the whole day, those who are coming to register from the locations
and in town, I think this treatment is not fair enough because
we are given young people and some of them are men, interviewing
women, Their attitude is not nice. My feeling it was...a
pasa office for women, more elderly women must be employed to
look after other women, You get ladies pushed around by young
policem=sn, be it Black or White but the treatment there is not
nice, Those are places that I wish must be looked at, Thank

you,

DR. YUTAR: Thank you. Mr. Motha. | | (20

MR, MOTHA: Thank you very much., I think...(intervenes),.

DR. YUTAR: Speak into the microphone please.

MR. MOTHA: My Lord, but there are a few, one or two points

which 1 would like to add, specially to the very same things that
upaet the young people for instance when he wants to take a

new reference book and this we have raised several times where

when a child is born in Emweﬁa, but he muat get a certificate

in town and after getting thias certificate in town, he must

come back to Soweto to the Manicipal Officers and register the

birth of that particular child, that the child must be influxed. (30
Even if the child is being influxed, still when he or she has to

.P:Etj.-"f-
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get a reference boeok, still he has %o g0 to another office
and aueue with the surpri=e that today when one wants to apply
for a new reference book the earlieast he must be at that
particular joint must be 6 o'clock. Thaﬂe.whn come at 8 o'eclock
are turned back because those who came at 6 o'clock and 7 o'elock
are enough so now he must make means of arriving again the
followine day very early at 8 o'clock..at 6 o'clock. Another
point T wanted to raise here ias where in a situation in a place
like Soweto where a female.,there are regulations which say that
a female cannot get a house, even 1if she has dependants, she (1¢
can only get a house when she hnd dependants after her divorce
or after the death of her husband of which an application
must atill be made to the Chief B.A.C. in town., TYou see they
actually don't even know the position, what goes on with these
vomen in Soweto, atill even the township manager or so-called
Superintendent doesn't know how people live in Soweto. It has
been my feelins that a Superintendent should be a man who lives with
those people who knows exactly the needs of those people who
even knows them by name that theae are my people hecause I am
a Superintendent, I live with them. I can't see a Superintendent (2i
living in town who has been told by someone that yesterday this
and this happened. Really, he wouldn't be in a position to know
exactly what happened and another point we felt T think that
my Chairman overlooked is the point of amenities., We really
don't have places where one could rest on a Sunday afternoon -
we don't in Soweto I think we have only three swimming pools
and then many people..you will find people saying the only recrea-
tion we have is 1in the backroom, our children only have recreation
in the yard and then the mother and the father only have re-
creation in the backroom because there are no recreation fi‘z’ut::ilii:.14!:4[33':1
in Soweto. So you can't expect 2 million people idling...not

knowing /..
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knowing 2nd an idle mind is - tool of the devil and definitely
a millicn people idling, not knowing where to go because there
are no cilnemas, the few bloscopeas which are there really they
are a distance from other places. To go there is taking a risk,
These are some of the things that we think the authorities
must look into. So in coming to & close what I think in
Soweto we have today more than 10 000 cars and having more than
10 000 cars all thepe cars have still to go and pay their
licences in town. For instance I couldn't move mf car over the
weekend because I couldn't pay ny licence on Friday because (1C
the people te whom I am payine this have to deal with White and
Black =ocizty and there was no difficulty whatsoever that the
Black people in Soweto who are owning cara can't be given an
offiee in Soweto where to pay their licences because if they pay
their licences on the first day and have a municipality of their
own, this money would help them even to fix up roads and other
things in Soweto which they use with their cars, I think that
is the few contributions I could make into this My lord.
DR. YUTAR Tes, thank you very much.

CHAIRMAN: Well now I don't want to repeat what I have said (20

before but I wish to thank this delegation, representatives of
the Advisory Board who came here to give evidence and I can tell
them that their evidence has been most useful and they have

been moat informative. I have heard, and you have all heard I
suppose that there is a possibility that..in fact apparently it
is quite certain that more responsibility will be entrusted to
the Advisory Reards. Now all I ean say from what I have seen and
heard today is that I am sure that such responsibilities will

not be misplaced in your hands. Thank you very muach.

COMMISSION ADJOURNS UNTIL MONDAY, 7/3/1977. (30



