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PREFACE

Chief Gatsha Buthelezi's mass movement, Inkatha Yesizwe, has a position of
greater significance in the South African political spectrum than has been
accorded it by either progressive forces oppcsed to the apartheid state, or
by the state itself. I+« is of crucial importance that a far more rigorous
analysis of Inkatha than has hitherto been the case, be attempted. Progressive
groupings in South Africa would be making a2 grave mistaike to simply dismiss
Inkatha and Buthelezi as "tribal polities', Buthelezi is a charasmatic
leader, and has a broad popular appeal; Inkatha's membership - inflated as
the figures may be - constitutes a significant sector of 'the people’ that
has been , politicised and is being led in a specific direction. A failure
to thoroughly understand the movement means a failure to come to grips with

a significant political force in Natal/KwalZulu znd in some areas of the
Transvaal, and which is attempting to extend its sphere of influence through-

out the country,.

It is a movement that is well organised and is armed with a slick rhetoric,

8 sophisticated ideology, specific programmes of action, and - more recentliv -
a para-military wing to implement thece programmes. There are facats of
Inkatha which have been neglec:ied bv reszarchers, such as the relationship
between Inkatha and trade uniorns. Attexzpts are now being made to analvse

the movement more rigorously. Gerry Mare, for exampls, has focused on the
tension between Inkatha and the urban traders in EwaZulu l, and Roger Southall
has discussed ‘Inkatha's populist strategy of mobilisation, . Colleen
MeCaul's dissertation traces the mcvement's historical origons, irs support
base, its political strategies and its groving conservatism, and provides

b
a sound overview of the movement as a wheole.

This dissertation is an attempt to provide some insight into the Inkatha Youth
Brigade, which constitutes approximately half the movement's total membership.
The first chapter examines the nature of Inkatha's populism. Drawing on
theoretical pieces by Laclau and Poulantzes, Inkatha is analvsed as a populist
movement exhibiting many features of fascism. It is therefore characterised
as exhibiting a conservative or reactionary populism, This chapter seemed
necessary in terms of contextualising the movement's artitude and strategies

towards the youth,

The second chapter examines the nature of the Youth Brigade, its structure,

and the tvpe of activities it has engaged in. It is argued that Inkatha's

hiEfar:hiﬂali-------+-p=--
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hierarchical structure and 'ageism' ensures that the Youth Brigade is
kept under the control of the movement's leadership, &and that tensions

between Youth Brigade rank and file and Inkatha leadership are swiftly
dealt with,

Chapters three and four examine two major areas where the movement has
failed to assert its ideology and enforce its discipline on to the youth.
The role played by Inkatha during the 1980 schools' boycott is discussed
with specific reference to events during May and June 1980 in KwaMashu

and Umlazi, In chapter four, the relationship between Inkatha and students
at the University of Zululand is discussed. In both chapters the role

plaved by the Youth Brigade is examined.

The final chapter deals briefly with the formation of the Youth Service
Corps, a para-military sector of the movement, It is argued that the
fundamental aim of this corps is to give substance to Buthelezi's threats

against forces within extra-parliamentary groupings that are opposed to
Inkacha.
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CHAPTER OKE
—_——

Inkatha Yenkululeko Yesizwe, meaning *national culutural liberation move-
ment', claims to have a paid up membership of 750 000 black South Africans.
The colours and songs of the movement are those of the ANC, and its
president is Chief Mangosuthu Gatsha Buthelezi, who has characterised him-
self as
" one whose birth and ancestory places me in a
position of being custodian for the people
of the ideals and stacemanship of the early
Zulu kings and early Zulu nobility. Their
blood is my blood, and their flesh is my
flesh, and my people were put together as a
people by them, " :
(His great -grandfathers were King Ceteswavo and Chief Mnyamana Buthelezi,
Prime Minister of the Zulu Eingdnmi} King Dinizulu origionally founded
Inkatha in 1922, but it was disbanded shortly afterwards due to financial
mismanagement, and current Inkatha leadership are adamant that the links
between the 'old' and 'mew' Inkatha are minimal :
" Zulu women, carrying wateérpails on their
heads, use a strip of soft blanket to soften
the discomfort of the burden. That pad
is an Inkatha. The pad symbolises the
purpose of Inkatha KaZulu when King Solomon
Ka Dinizulu founded it ... Todav, Inkatha
claims bigger designs. Its purpose is no
longer to soften tH& burden, but to throw it
off altogether. "
And clearly, the leadership necessary to 'throw the burden off' will be
provided by Buthelezi.

This chapter will attempt to asses Inkatha's particular brand of populism.
Drawing from Poulantzas 4 and Laclau 3 , Inkatha will be analysed as a
populist movement exhibiting many characteristics of fascism. This approach
is used as a means of providing some insight into Inkatha's appeal to

'the people', and its political strategies.

Laclau argues that there has been a simplification of the analysis of fascism

within Marxism, where fascismhas been presented as the political expression

of an increasingly reduced sector of interests. Fascism was reduced to

the expression of a direct dictatorship of monopoly capital over the rest

- o .
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of society. Not only were aspects such as the relative autonomy of the
fascist State and the mass mobilisation which preceeded its coming to power
undervalued, but the term fas:cist' was applied by marxists to all potentially
authoritarian policies of monopoly capital, and more recently the term has
been applied to regimes such as the Chilean Junta, or that of the Shah of
Iran.5 Fascism has become a popularly used adjective to describe reppressive
regimes in general, and it is not in this sense which it is being applied
to Inkatha., 'Instead, by using Poulantzas and Laclau's interpretations of

fascism Some clues can be provided as to Inkatha's populism.

The coincidence of racial oppression and economic exploitation in South Africa
has produced ideologies and movements from amongst the dominated classes
which cut across class identification. Using Laclau's formulation of the
peaple/power bloc contradiction, which is a non class contradiction where the
'people' are constituted by a range of classes, it becomes clear that this
contradiction has an inportant determining role on the forms of existance of
classes at the political and ideclogical level - in South Africa, it giwves
rise to non-class, popular-democratic ideological components, whilstc the

class contradiction gives rise to specifically class-oriented ideological
Components. Thus populism is characterised by its appeal to the people
abcve class divisions, while at the same time this popular-democratic struggle
only exists articulated with class projects. Nevertheless, the class
character of the populist ideclogy will be given by its form and not its
content - thus, for example, nationalist ideclogies are not necessarily
proletarian or bourgecis because the class nature of nationalism only derives
from its articulation with other ideological elements. The specifically
nationalist elements can be articulated within a range of ideological
components, and it is therefore non-class elements which "constitute the

raw ma terial on which class ideological practises operate.'

Ef we accept fasciepas @ form of populism, then it may be possible to
characterise Inkatha as a populist movement which manifests a number of
features of fascism. At this stage it is necessary to draw a distinction
between a fascist movement and a fascist starte, This is an important distinc-
tion, since Laclau and Poulantzas concentrate their analyses of fascismon

Nazi Germany and Mussolini's Italy. Do their analyses preclude the possibil-
ity of South Africa's Afrikaner Weerstand Beweging, for example, which
presents an explicilty 'mational socialism' ideology, from being characterised

as a fascist movement? Similarly, is it a-historical to attempt to define

Inkatha as a fageist movement?
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Poulantzas' analysis focuses on two main aspects : firstly, the type of crisis
from which fascism emerges and secondly, the form of the state whereby the
crisis is resolved. He locates fascisz in the imperialistgeage of capitalism,
and sees the rise and coming to power of fascism as corresponding to the
deepening and sharpening of the internal contradictions between the dominated
classes and class fractions. He argues that the beginning of the rise of
fascism presupposes a significant number of working class defeats, and that
behind every tactical and strategic error of the working class during this

period lay the fundamental error of economism.

For Pulantzas, the petty-bourgesisie plays a crucial role in the rise of
fascism since it corresponds to an economic crisis and an acute ideological
crisis for the petty-bourgecisie - petty-bourgeios elements become dissociated
from dominant bourgeios discourse and more and more ideological elements are
taken from the working class ideology. Poulantzas maintains that fascism is
basically an urban phenomenon ( which does not explain the existence of fascist
movements in the predominantly rural agricultural economies of Rumania and
Hungary, for example), and argues that the function of the fascist state

%as Lo establish and organise the hegemony of monopoly capital.

Laclau postulates that while cthe greac merit of Poulanczas' book is thar it
reopens the theoretical debate on [ascism he disagrees with many of its
analvses, He argues that the condensation of contradictions which Poulanczas
posits as comprising the crisis cannot be fully understood i,e, while the
elements are presented in all their complexity, the unity in which these
complexities are resolved is presupposed and not explained, [Laclau's
critique of Poulantzas is detailed and will not be covered here. [Essencially
it deals with class and popular-democratic interpellations (used in the
Althusserian sense), and with Poulantzas' conception of the class nature of

the perty-bourgeoisie.

Laclau, drawving from Poulantzas, then argues that fascisa arose from a dual
crisis:

(1) a crisis of the power bloc, which was unable to absorb and neutralise
icts contradictions with the popular sectors through traditional channels;
(2) a erisisof the working class, which was unable to hegemonize popular
struggles and fuse popular-democratic {declogy and its revolutionary class
objectives into a coherent political and ideological practice.

Dealing with the first aspect of this dual crisis, he uses the concept of

‘eransformism'/..cereasn
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"transformisa’ to explain the political neutralisatiom of possible oppostion
from new social groups by co-option of their representative political
organisations into the power bloc. This transformism entered into crisis
in Germany and Italy afcer the First World War, both because of the post.-war
economic crisis and as a consequence of a hegemonic crisis in the power bloc,
which arose as a result of the particular forms which the transition to
monopoly capitalism took in Germany and Italy.

" Monopoly capitalism ... found it impossible
to assert its political hegemony within the
power bloc - an indispe=nsible conditiom for,
the political and economic restructuring which
capital accumulaction required ... it was un-
able to base itself firmly on any apparatus
within the power bloc itself, lghuél it could
only achieve its ;imn by basing itself on a

mass movemenk.

This mass movement had to be presentable as an alternative to the system to
prevent it from being absorbed into the ruling system, and the mobilisation
had to proceed through interpellations which would prevent any jdentification
berween radical popular objectives and socialist objectives; borh conditions
WEre necessary to enable monopoly capital to carry out the required structural

changes,

Neverctheless, Laclau points out that the fagcist movements were not bv any
means an invencion of monopoly capitai. This is a crucial point bc:nulev
it does not presuppose an unbreakable link between a fascisc movement and
monopoly capital _fascism prnﬁidtdilh: sufficient condition for momopoly
capital to make use of a mass mobilisarion against the tradictional system
of power, but
" in every circumstance where monopoly capital

was not forced to accept the fascist solution

it prefered not to do so; in some cases it

could impose its hegemony through solutioms

within the parliamentary systea itself; ...

in other cases it realised it through military

dictatorships. "
Laclau states that Nazism constituted a power alternative by its own means,
and that in Italy the industrial li:tnrs thought, 'up to the very eve of the
march on Rome', of a political solution in which the facists would occupy

only a subgrdinate position.

According/....cecnnnse
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has argued that _
" the systematic solutions to the dominant impediments

at a given stage of capitalist development generate

the new impediments which constrain the accumulacion

process in a subsequent stage. It is in this sense

that the impediments to accumulation can be con-

sidered contradictions in accumulation rather than

merely obstacles to accumulation., They are contra-

dictions because the 'solutions' to a particular

impedimenﬁ become themselves impediments to accu-

mulation., " 12
It is this argument that Saul and Gelb use when they argue that the sclution to
the crisis in South Africa in the 1940s became impediments to accumulation in
the early 1960s. They cutline three limits that emerged in the earlv 1960s:
firscly, the consumer markets became saturated, as blacks continued to receive
poverty wages; secondly, black unemployment escalated creating the political
threat of a vast reserve army of labour; and thirdly, the job-colour bar

resulted in a skills shortage.

In the 1970s, the boom period of the '60s gave way to a period of economic
crisis, Foreign capital investment began to dry up - between 1976 and 1977,
there was an outflow of R121 million, Unemployment of African workers

reached 2,3 million by 1977, and the rate of unemployment was increasing. The
shortages of techniczl workers accelerated, The state was forced to abandon
or defer several major infrastructural investment programmes. Furthermcre,

no significant capital goods sector had developed because of South Africa's
dependence on capital goods imported from the developed capitalist countries

and financed through gold in particular, and exports of other primarv commodities.

Thus by the mid-1970s the economy BRad reached seveve barriers under the

prevailing political and social conditions within the country. Change was

urgently needed in the conditions of nccumuiatinn i.e. a complex restructuring

of capital in all sectors was needed to render labour more productive. Because
the state's role is to guarantee the conditions of extended reproduction,

it is called upon to intervene to reorganise the conditions of production.

And in the late-1970s the state was suffering a loss of legitimacy following

the intensification of class struggles and the growing challenge to racial

capitalism, which deepened the economic crisis into an organic crisis i.e.

a multi levelled crisis, producing the need for a formative and not merely

a defensive strategy.

Eailedfli-'--.i-"i.
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Called 'total strategy' by the government, the reform initiatives represent
the increasing convergence of previously divergent interests, and has entailed
profound state restructuring. This restructuring has had real content - the
registration of African trade unioms, concessions to the black middle class,
the concern with the quality of life of South Africa's urban population, and
the new Constitutional Dispensation. Yet the basic structures of apartheid
reamin firmly intact, thereby eliminating the possibility of the jccommodation
or neutralisation of manifestations of the people/power bloc contradiction,
which can only intensify.

The 'independent” Bantustan strategy is an attempt to contain political
struggles by focussing aspi-ri-r.tinnsand discontents of the African population
at a local level, ratheé ££&n having them directed at the overall system
of racial capitalism. The Bantusatns are a form of tight control of the

reserve army of labour and are a central means of enfoming influx conmtrol.

In 1976, the average income of a KwaZulu resident amounted to R359, of which
only R72 was earned in KwaZulu itself, The tendency of the average KwaZulu
family to rely on wage remittances of its migrant members is not only
great, but increasing. The significant increase in the number of migrantcs
according to the Buthelezi Commission Report, reflects
" the combined influences of the influx control

laws that prevent the permanent resettlement

of population, the growth in job opportunities

beyond KwaZulu's borders and the growing relative

underdevelopment®or impoverishment of the rural

areas. " 13
According to an employment survey conducted in 1973, only thirteen percent of
the KwaZulu labour force was engaged in non-agriclutural activities within
Ewalulu,lh This thirteen percent constitutes the petty-bourgeoisie - the
businessmen, civil servants, and teachers. It is from this group - particularly
the civil servants - that the leadership of Inkatha is drawn. Despite a
substantial injection of capital from the central state, employment generated
by secondary industry is minimal. By 1981, for example, ten years after
the inception of the 'Agency' programme, public and private investment
of R182 million had created jobs for only some 6 200 people. Over the same
period the average increase in the supply of labour was 30 000 penple.ls
By 1975, the Bantu Investment Corporation, now the KwaZulu Development
Corporation, had invested R1,67 million into the establishment of a small

number of minor enterprises; total employment from this investment ampunted

to 400 persons, 16
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It is in this situation of increasing dependence on migrant labour, rural
poverty, increasing unemployment and the frustration of political aspirations
that Inkatha arose. At this point, before returning to the theoretical
discussion of fascism, an investigation of what could be described as

Inkatha's fascist characteristics is necessary.

Firscly, there is the movement's undoubted populist appeal. Schlemmer has
described the movement as a 'remarkably heterogeneous organisation', consisting
of subsistance farmers, workers, white collar employees, civil servants,
professionals and hulinl;lmﬂn. 17 A number of attitude surveys have been
conducted in an attempt to n:seﬁa urban support for Inkatha. Roger Southall
juotes a 1977 survey of black political thought in Soweto, Durban and

Pretoria, in which 43,8% of the interviewees nominated Buthelezi as the political
leader thev most ldﬂi::351¥21 of his admireress being non-Zulu. An attitude
survey of trade union [ in Durban in 1978 showed that 871 of the interviewees
sav Buthelezi as their leader, i and in a survey conducted by the Star
newspaper in 1981, asong Africans interviewed in Johamnmesburg, Cape Town

and Durban, 397 expressed support for Buthelezi's leadership.

in the rural areas, support for Inkatha is mobilised largely cthrough the
traditional chiefs, While this lends itself to some manipulztion to gain
support for the Hﬂ“tmlnt.lg it is interesting to note that the massive rise
in Inkatha mezbership over the period 1982 to 1983 was due to Buthelezi's
handling of the proposed Ingwavume land deal, and was thus membership drawn

largely from that area.

Corporativism is clearly manifested in the movement's ideclogy. Quite simply,
Inkactha rejects the concept of class. When questionmed by the writer on the
fact thacr the movement's ideology is one which responds to apartheid, uniting
people en the basis of their skin colour, and thus fails to grapple with
the question of economic exploitarion, Buthelezi's response was that he found
that the question represented confused thinking.:
" For us it is a fact of life that Africans as

Africans have got a role to play in the liberation

of this country ... it is simply pure rhetoric

in an argument which has never h:en won by anyone

at any time that an African organisation cannot

grapple with real economic exploitation. [hhl:h

was not the quastiué] .+« It L8 an assertion to

sav that 'real' expleitation is economic exploita -



(9)
tion, and Inkatha does not specialise in being
clever in this kind of dogmatics., " =4
Dr. Oscar Dhlomo, Secretary-General of the movement, in response to the same
question, told the writer that he had not heard this argument (as posed in the
question before, but that Inkatha was grappling with the question of economic
exploitation.
" We view economic exploitation nmot as a racial
phenomenon but as a class phenomenon ... our
starting point is that without people being
organised and mobilised nothing will change.
This organisation is a2 means to an end - total
liberation from all forms of oppressiom. "
He was then asked, in the light of his assertion that Inkatha does not reject
the notion of class struggle, what the movezent envisages a future economic
system to be like :
" Not necessarily capitalist, We must retnﬁnise
both the benafits and disadvantages of capitalism.

In Scuth Africa capitalism is racial., We would

wish to see some modifications to what is interpreted

in South Africa as capitalism ... Inkatha's vision

of liberation is many facetad, We do not isolate
economic exploitation from the rest of the story. " Elfenphasis
added)
This euphamistic answer was given more substance by other Inkatha members.
When questioned about the use of a class analysis and the role of the working
class in a struggle for liberatiom, Mr. Sandile Makhanya told the writer that
lawyers, teachers, businessmen,~pupils and workers all belong to Inkatha and
that
" they can all have their own organisations under
the umbrella of Inkatha. If there is a problem
at a :néa-cala factory, for example, and the
workers want better wages, they can come to Inkatha
and we will gat all our members to boycott coca-
cola. We did this over the issue of white bread,
no white bread is sold in KwaZulu now. 2 Inkatha
has a multi-strategy approach, and it is a strategy
for survival. " =
Mr. Nkehli told the writer that
" Inkatha is a unifving phenomenon. It is based on

African values and has developed the philesophy of

Uhuntu-ﬁﬂ‘thﬂf. aE @ EEEBE T EE
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Ubuntu-Botho. Through thig, Inkatha realises

a common destiny. Inkatha has a sganctity input
into the struggle,. It is a2 dangerous road - we
move between the apartheid regime and violence and
chaos. It provides the ooportunity of forming
alliances, leading towards a National Convention...

we believe in evolutionary change. " o

This 'multi-strategy' approach forms the essence of Inkatha rhetoric, In
many of his speeches, Buthelezi argues that there is room for apartheid to
be attacked from as many sides as possible - external, internal, through
armed struggle, through trade unions, or simply through blacks uniting as a
racially oppressed people. The multi-strategy approach is the justification
for Inkatha's participation in the Bantustan structures, for its refusal
to support a disinvestment campaign, and for its policy of ‘constructive
negetiation' rather than 'protest polities'. In a paper presented at Essex
Country College by Herbert Villakazi (described by Buthelezi as'one of our
brilliant young academics in exile' ), in which he quotes extensively from
classical marxist texts to substantiate his thesis, he argues that from the
standpoint of revolutionary politics, there is nothing'inherently sinful’
about a revolutionary crerating from a reactionmary, government created platform.
" What determines whether or not a particular

individual should be indicted for operating from

a certain platform is ... certain specific,

ascertainable historical conditions, chief of

which is the question of whether the revolutionary

movement is on the ';iraight path' or the 'zigzag

path', and how that particular individual uses
that particular platform. " 25
He goes on to argue that the notion held by most 'radicals' that a system
created by the oppressor for the purpose of keeping people oppressed can
under no circumstances be used by the oppressed as a weapon against the

oppressor 'is undialectical in the extreme'.

Secondly, this multi-strategy approach which is both revolutionary and
reactionary is held together by the charasmatic leadership of Chief Buthelezi,
who makes reference to his Zulu ancestors at the same time as reminding people
that he was a member of the ANC Youth League. He has thus successfully
integrated the popular-democratic traditions of struggle in South Africa with

the Zulu 'tribal' traditions, and maintains that Inkatha was built on the
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President of Inkatha, Chief Minister of EwaZulu and Chairman of the South
African Black Alliance, and his speeches are generally full of powerful

analogies and rousing phrases.

While it is a common mistake to personalise history, Buthelezi's influence
and position in Inkatha and his insistence that EwaZulu will not accept

‘independence', has led to a form of hero worship, where he is revered and

bevond reproach. This idolisation cannot be underestimated.
Thirdly, there is the 'thuggery' of Inkatha. There are numerous examples of
the use of violence against black opponents of the movement, 28 In 2 number

of unacttributable interviews, for example, the writer was told that Inkatha
has taken a vow to kill Rev, Xundu, a political leader in Lamontville and
member of the Joint Rent Action Committee in Durban. (An Inkatha member
in casual conversation with the writer, said that Rev. Xundu had used the
rent crisis in Lamontville in 1983 to gain political power.
" He's from the Transkei ... where was he before

the rent ecrisis? He is maintaining this

situation of unrest and crisis to further his

own political ambitioms. " )
Despite Inkatha's insistence on its non-violent approach, this has only applied
to the question of armed struggle against the state. The recently formed
para-military Youth Service Corps, discussed in more detail in Chapter Five
of this paper, seems to be an institutionalisation of Inkatha's use of
viclence against political opponents. In addition, the actions of Inkatha
during the 1980 schools boycott and at the University of Zululand, examined
in some detail in this paper, reinfnréé the argument that Inkatha is more

than prepared to use violence to further its aims.

Fourthly, great emphasis is placed on the youth of the movement. Since this
is the main area of investigation of this paper, it is not necessary to go
into this aspec:z in any detail here. The emphasis of the movement as a whole
on discipline is translated in the Inkatha youth into a near faratical loyalty

to Buthelezi and the 'Zulu nation'.

Fifthly, Inkatha is vehemently anti marxist. The writer was told by an Inkatha
member that ' we do not accept the chaos advocated by marxism'. Buthelezi
insists that Inkatha embodies the ideals of the ANC that was formed in 1912,

and that the ANC has been taken over by communists. The decisive break

with the ANC seems to have come after an Inkatha delegation met with ANC

representatives, includi ng Oliver Tambo, in London in 1980. In June 1980,
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Development projects embarked upon by the EwaZulu administration, specifically
in the rural areas, are part of the 'self-help’ policy. The establishment
of a literacy training project and the training of young Inkatha activists

in basic rural development skills will have immediate benefits for communities
in KwaZulu. In this sense, Inkatha is beginning to 'deliver the goods' in
terms of its development programme, and will play a vitzl role in maintaining
rural support for Inkatha,

The Buthelezi Commission Report, released in 1982, was subtiffed 'The

requirements for stability and developwent in KwaZulu/Natal.' The composition
of the Commission, which represented a wide range of business interests, and
the report itself reflect Inkatha'a incressingly pro-capitalist economic
ideology, and its accommodation of business interests. Pupils are encouraged
to get 'as much education as possible' so that thev can carry the strufgle
for liberation 'into the marketplace'; and Buthelezi stated in a speech in
August 1977 chat

" each occassion when a black man manages to be
in a position to establish any business is an
auspicious occassion, not only for himself or
his family, but also for the entire community ...
[itrlking] a blow for us in the liberation

struggle now being waged by blacks. ™

In addition Fiﬂihﬂif traits outlined above, thers is the stress laid by
Inkatha on ethnicity. Whilst the movement insists that it is non-racial in
approach hﬁd_cnmbﬁ;itlnn, it exhibits a notable prediliction to find non-Zulu
agictacors~.behind any anti-Inkatha moves, and the movemen:{s main support

is drawn from areas where there are large concentrations of Zulu-speaking
pecple. Constant reference is made by Inkacha to a Zulu bericage, Zulwu
tradition, and loyalty to a Zulu nation. It is interesting to note that the
1975 Inkatha constitution made specific reference to EwaZulu and Zulu people;
this was amended in 1979 to read 'South Africa’ and "blacks’. There has thus
been a conflation of Zulu speaking people and’'the people' as a whole. In
interviews conducted by the writer, Inkatha members.insisted thac , alchough
ethnicity had been abused by the South African state, there are real differences
in cultural and historical terms. The use by Inkacha of the chiefs in
KwaZulu reinforces this emphasis on 'tribalism', as do the numerous references

made in speeches by Buthelezi to the time when 'the Zulu nation was independent’
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At the outset of this chapter the question was posed as to whethe~ it is
possible to analyse Inkatha as a fascist movement. In terms of Laclau's two
'conditions of crisis', there is certainly & deep organic crisis in the South
African social formation, and the power bloc is unable to neutfali;e or

absorb manifestations of the people/power bloc contradiction. It is also
clear that the reform initiatives of the state are a response to the impediments
to capital accumulation, and thus far monopoly capital has lent its support

to them, Nevertheless, it is not an impossibility that certain fractions of
capital may increasingly turn to Buthelezi and Inkatha as a future political
option, in a situation where black majority political representation will be

a reality in a4 not too distant future. Hnﬁnpnly capital must be able to
ensure its continued hegemony within the power bloc, and Inkatha as an essentially
petty-bourgecis movement, would undoubtedly serve the interests of monopoly
capital. There is a well founded fear in industrial sectors that the civil
war is going to escalate within the country, and that industrial unrest will

increase. In Volume II of the Buthelezi Commission Report, it was stated that

" the region of KwaZulu/Natal is not likely to
escape the effects of prevailing conditions in
the Republic as a whole, We zre particularly
mindful of the fact that one Black political
leader of moderate and co-operative inclinations
with a wide base of légitimacy [Chief Buthelezi
and Inkatha] should not have his position under-
mined by heightened radical mobilisation resulting
from rising expectations without corresponding:
reform in national pEIicies «.. KwaZulu/KNatal must
be given the opportunitcy to acquire developed and
decentralised powers, enabling constitutional and
socio-political progress towards longer term
stability to be negotiated within the region itsalf."ﬁﬂ
Thus while monopoly capital may not use Inkatha to assert hegemony within the

power bloc, it may well use the movement to mwaintain hegemony,

In terms of Laclau's second condition for the rise of fascism it is quite clear
that the working class in South Africa has not abandoned the arena of popular-
-democratic struggle. Nevertheless, it must be recognised that the majority

of workers in KwaZulu are migrants and thus more than likely unorganised. In
a sense , this constitutes a flank of the working class that is susceptible

to Inkatha's ideology. Two further factors must be taken into account :

firﬁt].:l"llr---;—----ii-
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firstly, the relatively small proportion of South Africa's total black labour
force that is organised; and secondly, the defeats that the working class has
suffered in the last decade both on the factory floor and through direct state

repression. Both these factors could account for working class support for

Inkatha. and Buthelezi,

In conclusion, the use of a fascist theoretical framework to analyse Inkatha
does go some way in explaining the contradictions of a movement which on the
one hand refuses-to accept Bantustan 'independence', is opposed to the apartheid
government and is inveolved in attempts to reverse rural poverty, housing
backlogs and the lack of educational and health facilities in ¥KwaZulu, while
on the other hand vehemently opposes progressive political groupings and trade
unions, and uses wviolence against its opponents. This revolutionary/reaction-
ary ideclogy and political practise is characteristic of fascist movements

In addition, the militarism of the movement, its emphasis on discipline and
Iﬁﬁhlt?, its broad populist appeal and the idolisation of its leader also

point to the fascist tendencies of Inkatha. Furthermore, it is interesting

to note that Inkatha arose during a period of organic crisis.

Nevertheless, it is historically more accurate to characterise Inkatha's brand

of populism as conservative or reactionarvy nationmalism, exhibiting fascist
characteristics. It is far beyond the scope of this paper to thoroughly
investigate theories of facism, &#nd because of this it is impossible to fully
examine the possibility of Inkatha as a fascist movement. All that can be
done at this stage is to point to fascist characteristics in an attempt to
offer some insight into the movement. With specific reference to the youth,
the attempt to examine Inkatha in the light of a fascist theoretical frame-
work offers an explanation for Inkatha's approach to the youth, which will

now be examined.
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CHAPTER TWO

The Inkatha Youth Brigade was established in 1976, Constitutionally, it
falls under the jurisdiction of Buthelezi, in his capacity as President of
Inkatha. The definition of 'youth' is very broad : 'Those people who are
accepted by the Youth population as Youth'. The role of the Youth Brigade
as defined in its constitution is that it shall be the 'reserve of the move-
ment and shall play the vanguard role of upholding and consolidating the gains
of the movement.' Membership fees for those under eighteen years of age is
50c on joining and an afnual subscribtion fee of 50c; for those over eighteen
the jpining fee is R3,00 and subscription fee R2,00. There is an Executive
Committee of the Youth Brigade which comprises a Chairman, who also serves as
Youth Brigade Secretary and is appointed bv Buthelezi in consultation with
the Central Committee; the Executive Secretary; the Treasurer, and five other
officers who are elecred at a General Conference of the Youth Brigade.
The role of the Youth Brigade Secretary, as defined in the constitution of the
Brigade, is to supervise the activities of the Youth Brigade; formulate and
execute plans for the activities of the youth of the movement, and
" (4) (e} shall act =t all times in accordance

with the directions of the President

of the movement or of the Central Comm-

ittee and in accordance with approved

policy;

(d)} shall carry out all duties of the move-

ment a&s directed by the President of the

=t
L]

movement.

There is a National Youth Council, which comprises the members of the Executive
Comrictee of the Youth Brigade, the Regional Youth Secretaries, and two members
from each affiliated youth organisacions. In addition to this tight structure,
which effectively ensures that Buthelezi at all times controls the direction
of the Brigade, the specific brief of the Women's Brigade is that it should
play 'an instructive role' in the mobilisation of women and in the 'upbringing

of the children towards the objectives of the movement,'

In this chapter it will be srgued that the youth have been seen by Inkatha
leadership as constituting & crucial sector of the population from which to
draw membership and support. I1f Inkatha is to ensure its reproduction it

o
must atctract the youth to its ranks. Mr. yag%EiHZundi, Head of Youth Affairs,

4 B R o e
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told the writer that
" young people today are receiving so much
attention because J0% of KwaZulu's pop-
ulation is fifteen years old or younger.
In a few years they will be in responsible

positionms, If they do not get attention

now, thev will be unable to take up these

positions. n2 (emphasis added)
Most importantly, it must counter more radical political movements and ideologies
since inherent in the chauvinism of Inkatha in its insistence that it must lead
the struggle for iiBEratiun in the country; that it alone has the leadership,
ideclogy and diacipline to ensure the true path to freedom. Steve Biko spoke
about Tnkactha as being an organisation of ;uldies'

" We oppose Gatsha. He dilutes the cause by

operating on a government placform.,  Because

of this I see the danger of division among

blacks, But we hope to avoid a real split on

the basis of the EPC's great appeal to the

younger generation. Gatsha is supported by

oldies, for good reason, since Gatsha protects

the stabilitv that the older persons need,

But we are young. Wwe do hot look upon the

solution to injustice as an expectation but a

duty. Here lies the dilemma of the old :

between duty and bread. n3 (emphasis added)
It is precisely this influence that Inkatha must counter, and in this particular
instance Buthelezi did so by rac;iling the Zulu heritage. In a speech in 1978,
he stated that there were black politicians who'criticise wus for not denying
our Zulu heritage' and that

" No one ever pauses to think that we are more

than any other so called 'Homeland area', have

the best claim to independence and to want to

regain our sovereign. status which we lost after

our conquest by Britain in 1879 ... It is pathetic

that there are people who are black and educated

such as the late Steve Biko -and his acolytes were

who mouth these th are cliches ,,. We will

never abandon(King Shakf;} mission of building

one big Nation here ... We can never abandon

what remains of the unity he achieved in this

regiﬂ“flilllllii-‘i
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region, in order to placate pseudo-podium
revolutionaries that are being built up by
our eénemies not in the interests of the black
struggle but in order to perpetuate white

domination.

The attitude of chauvinism of Inkatha takes the form of ageism within the
movement.  Despite the Youth Brigade's stated aim of playing a 'vanguard role',
it is quite clear that the direction of the movement as a whole emanates from

a small group within Inkarha leadeéship. This is the case both for ideological
positions, as well as for actions and programmes undertaken by the movement.

An example of this was the establishment of the Youth Service Corps : Buthelezi
proposed the idea to the Inkatha General Conference in June 1980, which
subsequently adopted the idea as Inkatha policy; a few months later the Youth
Brigade resolved to adopt the establishment of a Youth Service Corps, and
expressed support for the programme. The programme was mentioned again at

its 1981 conference. The programme icself was drawn up by Buthelezi, Dhlomo,
and mexmbers of the Bureau for Communitv Development and Youth Affairs, and

once this was done the structure and operation of the Youth Service Corps camps
was outlined to the Youth Brigade conference in 1982 - five months after the
programme actually got under way. The responsibility for the operation of

the camps and for follow-up programmes remains with the Burﬁau.5

Implementation of Youth Brigade policy rests with a section of the Bureau, run
bv 'Professional QOfficers’. In addition, there is a full time National
Organiser, whose task is to establish new branches and supervise the activities
of the Youth Brigade as a whole. Tﬁ% Secretary of the Brigade is Armold
Musa Mkhise, who was appointed in October 1976, at which stage there were
Youth Brigade branches in five schools, and membership of the Brigade totalled
one thousand people. By 1981, according to Inkatha statistics, membership
stood at 140 000 and by 1983 this figure had, according to Mr. Mafole (the
National Organiser) reached some 401 000'card carrying m:mbers*.IE If cthese
figures are correct, there was an increase of 400% in Brigade membership

from 1976 to 1983, and there is an average of 500 members per branch. It
would seem that these figures are somewhat inflated - the two branches the
writer had contact with, for example, had no more than thirty to forty members.
While these may be exceptions, they indicate that caution should be used when
refering to membership statistics given by Inkatha. Nevertheless, whatever
the precise figures, it seems that Youth Brigade members currently constitute

one half of the total Inkatha membership. This in itself is of significance,

since/. ..ccicceans



(21)

since not only does it contradict de facto Biko's characterisation of the
movement, but it also lends itself to a number of important questions. Firstly,
what has attracted the youth to Inkatha's ranks? Secondly, is there any
tension between the Youth Brigade rank and file and the Inkatha leadership?

In other words, does the Youth Brigade accept without comment or question

the direction given by Buthelezi? And thirdly, what is the relationship of

the Youth Brigade to other youth groupings in the country?

This and subsequent chapters will attempt to answer these questicns with reference
to the activities in which the Youth Brigade has participated, as well as to

the 'education for pmationhood' programme in the schools, which is an integral

part of the inculcation of Inkatha ideology in the youth. It will be argued
that, far from being outdated, Biko's characterisation of the movement is
supported by the 'ageism' and hierarchy within Inkatha, and that, far from
playing a vanguard role, the Youth Brigade exists to carry out the directives of
Inkatha leadership. In essence, Inkatha attempts to assert its ideology of

a4 conservative, multi-strategy approach to the struggle for liberation over

the youth, from whom it demands absolute lovalty,

In 1976, Inkacha resolved at its ﬂnnual General Conference to introduce the
'principles and philosophy' of the movement into KwaZulu schools, and in 1978

a8 circular was sent by Dhlomo to all schools, insructing them to set aside

time for Youth Brigade activities, In June of that year, Dhlomo stated that
his department would find out whether Youth Brigade branches had been formed in
the schools, and those schools that had not done so would '"have to explain
themselves convincingly to the department.’ At the same time, he warnad

that those teachers who had refused to join Inkatha would not be allowed to
continue teaching. In 1979, 'Inkatha' was introduced as a one hour per week
compulsory subject at all levels of schooling, and teachers who did not comply
with this regulation would be subject to disciplinary measures by the Department
of Culture and Education. (Nevertheless, in the course of interviews conducted
by the writer, it became clear that because of the acute shortage of teachers,
those who refuse to adhere to the Inkatha syllabus are not necessarily disciplined.
It was mere than likely this fact which led Buthelezi to state in Jume 1980

that 'our teachers have failed to inculcate on our youth the right attitude

2 8
to our struggle', This comment was made during the 1980 schools' boycott. }

The 'education for nationhood' programme was devised to fit in with the philosophy
of Ubuntu-Botho, which was described by Mafole as a 'fusion of traditional

African and Westminster models ... which incorporates all aspects of the
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people, including pﬂlltitﬁ.'g The syllabus has set content courses - 'Inkatha',
History of Black Africa, African Culture, Modern Lifestyles, Environmental
Studies, Religious Studies and practicals. The Inkatha section covers the
historv of the movement, organisational structure, the role of the 'leaders
and the led', the role of the Youth Brigade, discipline and conduct of Inkatha
members, and the importance of the constitution, Inkatha rallies, leadership
and training. The Modern Lifestyles section deals with rural and urban life,
economic development and the need for Africanm business enterprise. Practicals
include singing, dancing and self-defence, In 1980, Buthelezi stated that
" The Inkatha syllabus was done by some of the

best educationalists we have in Natal ... the

subject is called Ubuntu-Botho. I1f you say

Inkatha syllabus we do not object. It deals

with all liberation movements - with the ANC,

the PAC, with black leaders in the history of

Southern Africa. It is pot indoctrimation in

any sense. w10
Nevertheless, Inkatha is careful to point out that once the ANC and PAC had
been banned, there existed a political vacuum :

" The political wvacuum is ... explained to the

people ... in the simplest possible terms and

how that vacuum was filled : the emergence of

Tnkatha, how did it become the black voice, the

expression of the aspiractions of the people

who were politically poor, and how thev enrich

themselves through Inkacha. w1l
Given the fact that an education svstem is a crucial ideological apparatus through
which the values and norms of the ruling class are transmitted and inculcated
into the youth, it is not surprising that since the introduction of Ubuntu-
Botho into the schools, there has been a dramatic rise in Youth Brigade membership.
(Nevertheless, the education programme has not altogether succeeded in creating
loval supporters out of the pupils and students of KwaZulu. This will be
examined in the following chapters.) Furthermore, the successful portraval
of Inkatha as the 'internal wing' of the liberation movement did much to enhance
its credibility amongst black South Africams, ?nd it is obvious that this was

also an important factor in attracting the youth to its ranks.

It is Inkatha's aim to have a Youth Brigade branch in every KwaZulu school.
Te this end, apart from the mandatorv teaching of '"Inkatha' and time allowed

for Youth Brigade meetings and activities, Inkatha documants are sent toc every
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school, In order to establish a branch, the National Organiser requests the
distriet inspector to grant him time 'to talk about Inkatha to the pupils’
" If there is resistance from inspectors,

then I ask a sympacthetic teacher to get

pupils to sign a petition and ask the head-

master to invite me to come and speak ...

so I will always go to a school with a

written invication. " 12
. There must be 2 minimun of thirty members before a branch is formally constituted,

It is then officially inaugurated, and members are permitted to wear the Inkatha

uniform,

According to Mafole there are thirty three Youth Brigade branches in Soweto,
and fifceen in the Suuthegn Transuaal.lzlnkatha has previously insisted on
the existence of three Inkatha branches in the Western Cape. The writer was
unable to find anv evidence of these branches, however, and when questioned
by the writer, a Professional Officer in the Youth Division admitted that
there are

" no branches [in Cape Town as sucﬁl.._ there
are problems with manning an office and travel-

ling there ... but there are delegates who
14

come from Cape Town to the annual conferences. "

One of the main issues with which Inkatha has had ro deal with viz-a-viz the
ﬁctﬂrdiﬂs to Mr. Hkﬂhlil
" The vouth in Inkatha is calling for grear change ...

wouth is the question of the armed struggle.

the youth is becoming more militant, and is frus-
trated about the narrowing of nptinns-“15
When questioned by the writer on growing militancy within the youth, Buthelezi
gaid that

" rising militancy is as evident in Inkatha's

adult membership as it is in its Youth Brigade.“lEl

Mevertheless, a constant theme in Buthelezi's speeches, particularly when
speaking to voung people, is that the1time is not yet ripe for armed struggle.
At the Youth Brigade conference in 1979, for E:ﬂmﬁlE, Buthelezi said that

" in certain quarters within our black community

'negotiation' and'peaceful change', to which

we in Inkatha are committed, have almost become

swear/...coeences
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swear words ... even from a pragmatic point
of view we cannot see how blacks can pull
off violence with all the forces arrayed
against :I:ltn.."lT
Speaking at a Youth Leadership.Training Course in 1978, Buthelezi told trainees
that
" Even though Inkatha understands the impatience

of the youth and the fact that others had no

option but to choose the armed struggle, the

Movement believes that constituency politics

nnd'thu mobilisation of the people will bring

about change ... I have a duty to warn you as

our youth to be careful, and to make a distinction

between real bravery and foolish bravado. We

all admire and praise our brothers and sisters

who have died in jail ... But we have to adamit

that we have achieved very little by their
supreme sacrifices. w18
Buthelezi's response t: the writer, when asked about the viability of a non-
violent approach, was that Inkacha believes that there is 'too much glib
talk' about the use of violence for political purposes in South Africa. He
asserted that despite the ANC's committment fo & programme of violence for
zore than Cwo decades, it has achieved less than Inkatha has in its non-violent
commitctaencs. It would seem that the Inkatha youth have been more or less

convinced by the leadership that violence as a strategy against the government

is not a strategy - for the moment. And this is a crucial point, for in

many ways it is an approach used EE mollifv the youth. But is must be recognised
that this non-violent approach applies only to the question of armed struggle;

as will be ocutlined in following chapters, Inkatha uses violence against

black opponents of the movement. It is also interesting to note that the
recently established para-military Service Corps is for the youth of the

movement, and is a further attempt by Inkatha to contain and channel the

militancy of the youth in a directicon which is of use to the movezent.

According to Nkehli, Inkatha is engaged in a programme of'trust building', in
1

which the youth plays a wvital part. ’ At its Annual Conference in 1978,

attended by some BOO delegates, the Youth Brigade resolved inter alia to

'open the lines of communication between black, coloured and indian ynuth'.zﬂ

This/, . cvuscseas
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This resolution was supported by Buthelezi when he spoke at the Inkatha General

Conference that year :

L]

" I charge the youth with the task of assisting
us in overcoming the divide and rule tactics
of Pretoria ... the youth can play a wvital

role in achieving black unity ..."21

In its efforts to overcome the divide and ridle tactics in terms of black-white

relations, the Yourh Brigade has made overtures to the Afrikaner Studente

Bond (ASB), to a group of Stellenbosch students with whom it has formed the

South African Youth Foundation (SAYF), and to the PFP Youth. The effort to

make contact with the ASE was unsuccesful. The ASE Congress in 1981 was

addressed by Mkhize, chairman of the Youth Brigade. According to Mafole,

the Inkatha delegation members were treated as 'foreigners in their own land.'

A number of the ASB delegates walked out during Mkhize's speech, and shortly

afterwards the Congress voted against a motion calling for black participation

in the President's Council.

The Youth. Brigade met with more success in the establishment of the SAYF.
Formed in August 1981, the aim of the foundation is to 'improve relations and
co-operation between black and white youth, because the future of the country
is in the hands of the }Tnung.'EE The inaugural meeting was addressed by
Dr.Koornhof, Minister of Co-operation and Development (whose department was at
that time enjoying new found noteriety in the Western Cape over its handling
of the Nyanga Bush 'squatter' erisis), Mr. Gibson Thula, Inkatha representative
in Soweto, and Dr.Dhlomo. Projects undertaiken by the foundation have
included the appointment of white members to conduct winter school classes at
the University of Zululand. Tﬁe Foundation held a five day Leadership
Seminar at the University of Stellenbosch in December 1981,which was attended
by twenty four students from fifteen Universities in South Africa. The
seminar was "apolitical' and SAYF trustee Frans Roelofse told reporters that
" We believe the leadership seminar has made

a definite contribution to the improvement

of the quality of life in Southern .A.fr:i.t:a.'"z:Ir
(It is interesting to note that, a few months after this seminar, all NUSAS
affilliated campuses were approached by the Stellenbosch SRC about the possibility
of forming & 'national multi-racial cultural student organisation'. It is
likely that the invitation, which was turned down by the NUSAS campuses, came

from the Foundation.)

Connections have been made between the Youth Brigade and the PFP Youth,

corresponding/..cacceenes
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corresponding to growing links between Inkatha and the PFP, especially over
the issue of the President's Council and the referendum about the New
Constitution. In 1981, for example, a joint statement was released by the
leaders of the Youth Brigade, Labour Party Youth and the PFP Youth, accusing
the National Party of jeopardising the future of all South Africans through

. 2 24
its policy of racial discrimination. The writer has not, however, researched

this particular area any furcher.

The main thrust of these initiatives by the Youth Brigade is 'trust building',
and the involvement of 'youth groups ia joint projects. A University Exchange
Programme has been initiated by the Bureau for Community Development and
Youth Affairs, where West German students will live and work im rural areas

in KwaZulu. It seems that the projects relate to, as Nkehli put ic,
'overcoming rural poverty and backward education' in KWEEHIU.ES There is

no indication as to the success or otherwise of these projects, and it seems

as if most are in the formative stage.

The precise nature of activities undertaken by Youth Brigade branches is
also unclear, and it seems to vary from branch to branch. Mafole told the
writer that activities included litereacy training projects, and creating
‘centres’' for the community. Members of the Civil Servants' Youth Brigade
branch in Ulundi, formed in 1983, told the writer that they had parcticipated
in the Ndundulu Fire Disaster Relief Project, and were discussing the possibility
of applying for a Welfare Organisation number in order to raise money to
agsist in future projects of a similar nature. The branch meets approximately
once every month. In 1983, members of the Mpumalanga, Vulindlela and
Hlanganani branches held a six davy camp, attended bv 600 people. It was a
'work oriented' camp and the six days were spent cutting Tlmtch. grass to
be used in the restoration of Ondini, the site of King Cetswayo's IEEidEnﬂE.z?
The clearest indication of the nature of branch activities is contained in a
proposed five year plan for the Youth Activation Programme, under the super-
vision of the Youth Divisinn.zﬂ The plan outlines proposals for assisting
youth 'to develop a sense of patriotism, discipline, responsibility and
encourages the involvement of youth in the development of their country.'
According to the proposal, the Youth Division of the Bureau exists
" to organise seminars, talent hays, rallies,

workshops and leadership training courses. -

It also serves in co-ordinating youth with

other relevant youth organisations ... it

advises youth graup; and individuals on

matters/ .. .ccccvesaa
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matters affecting them and provides a consul-

tation point for those seeking guidance.“zg
The proposals suggest that the Buredu concentrate on one of the five regioms
in KwaZulu each year, and that every year there is a theme. (1983 was declared
the Year of King Ceteswayo by Inkatha.) The four phases envisaged by the
proposals are: firstly, visiting local leaders (chiefs, izinduna, Inkatha leaders)
and explaining the programme, 'identifying youth leaders', activating youth
towards the establishment of Youth Brigade branches, clubs, and recreational
societies, .and assisting the youth in identifying their needs and interests,
Phase two includes organising Youth Leadership workshops, 'activating youth
in the lines of patriotism’', and helping youth to decide on projects to be under-
taken in their communities. The third phase consists of organising rallies
in the region in which the Bureau is working, organising programmes for school
vacations and supervising 'youth projects'. The final phase includes the
organisation of '"talent days', Regional Parade days, helping vouth leaders to
make annual reports, and 'organising youth to be capable of running regional
affairs on their own' and communicating with Inkatha Head 0Office and the Bureau.
At the end of the proposal is:

" WB: This programme is based in training youth

on para-military lines. "

While this outline gives a fairly clear idea of the tvpes of activities branches
participate in, it also begs a very obvious question : has the Youth Brigade
in fact worked as well as Inkatha makes out? In the light of this proposed
"youth activation programme', it would seem not. Furthermore, the proposal
reinforces the impression that the direction for the Youth Brigade comes from

Inkatha leadership.

1)

There do seem to be some signs of strain between Inkatha leadership and the
younger members of the movement. Masomi remarked, for example, that
" the attitude among the youth is that we are
not positively aggressive enough to provoke
a reaction from the powers that be ... they
would say that we have been maintaining &
low profile for far too long’ nuw."jﬁ
* Buthelezi told the writer that
- " Inkatha is responsive to the demands of the
youth and vouth in Inkatha is responsive to

the demands of adults, There is in Inkatha

nﬂf;.‘--lrtl""‘
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This chapter has attempted to sketch the nature of the Youth Brigade., 1¢
is argued that essentially Inkatha is rigidly hierarchical and 'ageist',K apg
that the movement attempts to nsserﬁ its conservative ideology over the youth,
It does this through direct interwention in the KwaZulu school syllabus, and
by demanding that teachers give time to Youth Brigade activities, which on
the whole seem to consist of rallies and camps. At the same time, however,
concerted efforts are being made by Inkatha to actively involve the youth in

community programmes, but again, the direction for this comes from the

Inkatha leadership.

An aspect of the Youth Brigade that has only been briefly discussed is that of
the militarism of the Brigade. Most of it is self-evident: the hierarchy of
the movement, the emphasis on discipline, patrictism to & Zulu nation, loyalty
to Inkatha, the wearing of uniforms. There is also the idelisation of
Buthelezi as outlined in the first chapter, which is particularly marked in
the youth of the movement. There is also the increasing emphasis on a para-
military approach to the youth, the most overt manifestation of which has been
the establishment of the Youth Service Corps.

Nevertheless, the movement has not been entirely successful in its attempt
to convert all KwaZulu pupils and students to its cause. This is the subjecrt.

of discussion for the following two chapters.
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CHAPTER THREE

As bas been outlined above, the youth has been isolated by Inkatha leadership
as a crucial group from which to draw membership and support, and it is thus
vital for the movement to counter the more radical and politicised tendencies
that have emerged amongst the youth, particularly those in the urban areas.
This chapter will therefore examine the role played by Inkatha in the 1980
schools' boycott in the context of attempts by Inkatha to assert its discipline
over pupils in KwaMashu and UDmlazi, the two KwaZulu towns that were affected
by the boycott. It will be argued that Inkatha did everything within its
sower to undermine the boycott and to place the blame for it om various
*instigactors’' - anvthing but recognise the legitimacy of the pupils' protest.
The parcticipation of KwaZulu pupils in the schools’ hnj:n:t-lignifitd a
serious flaw in the "education for nationhood' programme,-and Inkatha's response

to the boycott reflected the movement's fear of mass action outside its sphere
of control.

Before discussing the boycott, there is a brief investigation of student activity
Lnﬁf;zuighnuln in the years immediately prior to 1980, which contextualises
Inkatha's attitude towards and actions against the boycotting pupils in 1980.

In 1980 only thirty six of KwaZulu's two thousand schools were affected by the
boycott, and these were mainly schools in KwaMashu, wvhich is a large township
near Durban. Nevertheless, this relatively lov participation cannot be attributed
to & KwaZulu - and thereby Inkatha - education, since the 1976 nationwide unrest
did not affect Katal schools at all, !;ﬁil earned the praise of the regional
director of Bantu Education in Hatal, who commended the co-operation of teachers,
parents, school boards and pupils in Ratal "during the riots'. 1 It was a
widely held belief in Batal that it was due to Inkatha's influence that Batal
escaped large scale civil disturbances in 1976/77, and that residents in the
townships of KwaMashu and Umlazi were reluctant to damage or destroy buildings
and facilities that belonged to and were administered by them. This vas also
the official opinion : Mr. S. Bourquin, chief director of the Port Natal Bantu
Affairs Administration Board, presented in the press as 'a man wvho knows the
Zulu people intimately', staced that it was his

" firm belief that Inkatha has had ;'restrlinins

influence on the Zulu people during the past

year of unrest in our country. " :

Inkatha itself took eredit for the relative peace in Natal. Addressing the

Ink":h.‘fllliitii#lli
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Inkatha Youth Brigade at Mahlabatini in July 1977, Buthelezi said that he would
be
" failing in my duty if I did not take this oppor-

tunity to thank the youth for managing to maintain

a balance, despite the political traumas of 1976

and 1977. I am proud of your commitsmant to the

struggle for liberation ... the fact that you did

not resort to acts of arson ... does not mean that

you did not identify with our brothers and sisters

in the struggle ... I know just what kind of pressures

you were subjected to in attempts to persuade you

to Lﬂﬂulge in acts of violence ... I know how some

fire-eaters amongst our loquacious self-acclaimed

revolutionaries denigrate you. "

It would thus seem that there was, in fact, an increase in the level of political
ronsciousness of pupils in KwaMashu and Umlazi in the period from 1976 to 1980,
_because it is quite clear that Inkatha failed not only to successfully assert

its 'restraining influence' over the schoolchildren in 1980, but that the
attitude of supposed reluctance towards destruction of buildings and property
changed radically, It is difficult to attribute this more radical political
cans:i;usneas to anvy one particular factor, although an important influence was
the arrival in 1977 of pupils from Soweto, sent by their parents to KwaZulu
schools following the 1976 uprising. In addition, the formation of COSAS in
1979, the emergenceof progressive community based organisations and the launching
of the'Free Handala':ampaign in lﬂﬂgﬁare other peossible contributory factors.
From mid-1977 there were a number of incidents where students protested against
various school regulations. In August of that year, for example, two schools -
one at Empangeni and the other in Inanda - were closed after teachers walked

out in protest against pupil unrest. The pupils were forced to apply for
'reauim:&ss:l.-:m.'-fl In June 1978, pupils protested at at least three EwaZulu

schools, which culminated in the death of one teacher and severe injury to a
second at St.Augustine's school mear Nqutu, 3 Shortly thereafter, Soweto
pupils at a nearbv high school were assaulted and threatened with death by
KwaZulu pupils, This vicious turn of events'can be traced to a single factor -
the insistence by the EwaZulu administration that all the unrest taking place

in the schools, minor as it was, was the work of 'troublemakers' from other areas,
and that the pupils' grievances were not valid in themselves. RUmOUrs
were sweeping the Natal schools to the #Zfect that the province was going

to be 'set alight' by Soweto pupils, The principal of one of the zffected

schools/ .. eecieeanens
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schools stated that the protest had started following a letter sent to the

pupils by the SSRC, and Buthelezi told reporters that he
" was aware that people from Kingwilliams Town

and Soweto are actively working in KwaZulu

schools,

I am also aware that they are denigrating me

to the students, whom they are trying to incite

to violence."
The fact that when the principal made the accusation against the SSRC it had been
banned for over ten months and that most of its members were either on trial
for sedition or in exile, seems to have escaped him; similarly when Buthelezi
commented to reporters on the supposed presence of BPC members in the 'trouble

spot'schools, the BPC had already been banned in the October 1977 state crack-

down.

The tirade againsct Soweto pupils and the BPC reached Lts‘height in mid-1978.
In May of that year, Dr. Oscar Dhlomo announced in the KLA that any teachers
who remained outside the ambit of Inkatha would be suspect and might not be
" entrusted with the future of our children ...

we do need teachers but certainly not the type

who seemingly do not appreciate the fact that

the nation is involved in a liberation struggle...

those teachers, who are known to the department,

who refuse to join Inkatha and who ridicule it

and its leaders in fronmt of their pupils will
not be entrusted to continue tea:hing." ]
The motivation for this statement u;; reflected in a speech by Mr.W. Sabelo,
KLA member for Umlazi, who told the house that students and pupils at four
unregistered private schools in African towns near Durbanm were planning to

create disturbances on June 16. He stated that many of the students were from

Soweto and that the teachers were members of SAS0O and the BPC.

Dr. Dhlomo then announced that a 'riot deposit' would have to bs paid by the
parents of all pupils at KEwaZulu schools.
" We have heard Soweto pupils want to see unrest in

Natal on the anniversary of June 16 ... if children

know their parents have paid this, they will be

less likely to take part in violence." g
In addition, there were constant appeals to the Inkatha Youtk RBrigade to oppose
the 'destructive activities' that could lead to student disturbances in Natal.
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known as a means of isolating and refusing admission te 'troublemakers', and
as has been geen had already been used by EwaZulu on at least two previous
occasions. What is important about this particular incident, however, was
the reaction of the KwaZulu administration to the destruction of school property.
Dhlomo made it quite clear that his department would not tolerate 'lawlessness
and vandalism', and had no sympathy whatsoever with
" These children who are roaming the streets and

destroying government property ..., Destroying

school property and engaging in disgraceful

behaviour is not the way to register dissatis-

faction ... nobody but the enemies of progress
will benefit from this unruly behaviour. " 11

The inference here is quite clear : buildings and facilities are 'untouchables'.

Those who go against this are enemies of the struggle for liberation, and Inkatha

would treat these people as such.

KwaMashu pupils joined in the nationwide schools' boycott on 30 April 1980.
Initially pupils from Mzuvele High boycotted, in sympathy with the 'coloured'’
and 'indian' protests against unequal education. 12 By the following day
five schools in the township were participating in the bovcotr. During the
first two davs of the boycott in KwaMashu, pupils were teargassed by riot
police vho attempted to disperse the pupils as they marched from school to
school. + On the third day of the boycott wvehicles were stoned and windows
smashed at some schools, and the situation in the township was described as
"very tense', The following day approximately twenty two students were
arrested and an unknown number injured when a squad of riot police broke up

a4 protest meeting being held by students in the sports stadium, 14 By
mid-May the boycott had spread to all KwaMashu schools, as well as to schools
in Umlazi, and at a meeting of approximately 1 000 parents on May 12, a Parents
Committee was formed. The parents condemned Bantu Education and expressed
their support for the boycotting pupils. At the meeting the main grievances
of the pupils were described as the lack of qualified teachers, overcrowded
conditions, poor sporting and other facilities, and the enforcement of the
rule that pupils had to wear school uniforms. HE It could thus be surmised

that there was substantial support in the township for the boycort.

It is not the intention of this chapter to detail the organisation of the

boycotting pupils, or to give a precise chronology of events during the boycott.

Rather s s e auas
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Rather, it is in the context of a total bovycott of schools in KwaMashu and
Umlazi and violent confrontation between the pupils and police that Inkatha's
response during this period must be examined. It seems clear that - initially
at least - the KwaZulu administration }eemed confident that it could prevent
the boycott from spreading and persuade the pupils to return to school. As
it became obvious that KwaZulu and Inkatha had lost control of the situation,
so their actitude and response grew more hostile, their accusations more

vitriolic, and finally a situation of open conflict between Inkatha and the

bovcotting pupils arose.

In early Mav Buthelezi identified Inkatha with the grievances of 'coloured’
school boycotters, but urged black pupils to discipline themselves and stay at
school. Speaking in the KLA, Buthelezi said that
" that kind of indiscipline is exactly what will
allow us to fall.into the hands of '"trigger
happy' types who will use us as:cannon fodder. "
Nevertheless, he remained confident that, because of the discipline which
Inkatha gaintains, people who were trying to use the current situation in South
Africa £y '"ignite gimilar unrest in KwaZulu' would not succeed,
" Mo organisation in South Africa has the machinery

which Inkatha has to inculcate discipline and

patriotism. " 16
nANAAAA
By mid-May this complacent atctitude changed somewhat.wken Buthelezi threatened

tc adjourn the KLA so that Inkatha could deal with pecple who were 'organising

and agitating' among school children in KwaMashu, He asserted that the unrest
17

in the township was being orchestrated by certain people in Eesevoi: Hills
the University of Durban-Westville,and the Medical School. He said that he
wished tp warn these

" pundits that if they are trying to throw down
the gauntlet to Inkatha we will pick it up. " 18
It is interesting to note that these pronouncements were made on the same day that

the Parents' Committee was formed.

Speaking during the debate in the KLA on the boycott, Buthelezi warned that
" Behind the facade of politemess and courtesy
which the Zulu possesses there is such anger that
does not exist in any other grﬁup in South Africa.
fhey [}eiiti;{“ groups trying to manipulate the
chlldreﬁ] must not try to provoke us ... "
Refering to an incident the previous week when pupils destroyed property at the

John Dube High School, which had been funded by a loan to the KwaZulu administratiom

Ernm-"-iirnlinlvnl
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from the Urban Foundation, he said that he 'choked with anger' when he thought

of the sacrifices that the ordinary black men and women contribute to the
education of their children. Speaking to a resolution on the boycott, Dr.
Dhlomo said that
" We are not prepared to be led by children.

We do not beleive that children have the

intellect to devise strategies under which

the black man is to be liberated ... OQur

foolish children, who are being used by

instigators, are breaking down the very struc-

tures which their parents have sweated to

put up, "
Zpeaking in the same debate, Dr., Madide, the Minister for the Interior and
Health, issued a warning to those 'responsible' for the disturbances, and said
that those people should know that Inkatha had seen through their smokescreen.

He said that Inkatha would 'come and get them'.

But the highlight of the debate was not the threat of viclence against the
instigators. It came when Mr. §5.S5ithebe, a member of the KLA, named three
black Xhosa speaking lawyers - Mr.G.Mxenge, Hr.J.FQﬂwa, and Mr.L.Skweyiya -
2s being amongst those responsible for orchestrating the boycott in KwaMashu.
At the same time, Buthelezi also said that '"foreign representatives' were

responsible for engineering the boycott.

Despite the ensuing furore over the accusations, which included denials of
any involvement by all the foreign embassies and incredulity that such accusations

Eﬂ, the KLA refused to withdraw the allegations. In

could have been made
a statement raleased by the Democratic Lawyers Association and thirty one
Durban based lawyers, the accusations made in the KLA were labelled as

' purile, scurrilous, unwarranted and irresponsible’.

" We accept the denials by the lawyers who were
specifically singled out, and we deplore the
fact that these attacks were made from the

"apparent safety of a forum created for the
purpose of dividing African pecple along ethnic
and tribal lines ... .

It is no time for a sterile excersise in tribal-
ism and for a searching for scapegoats by people
who are Iin no position to provide the solution.
We deplore the accusations that certain members
of the legal profession deliberately incite

schoolchildren’

............
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assaulting or threatening to assault them, or inciting others to assault them. 3

The three applicants in the case were Themba Mbatha, a scholar at Mzuvele High:
Mr.B.S.Ngobese, a member of the KwaMashu Civic and Ratepayers Association; and
Ms.S.Kubheka, a typist and resident in KwaMashu. The respondents were Buthelezi;
Mr.G.E,Bengu, Inkatha regional chairman for KwaMashu and KwaMashu's represen-
tative in the KLA; Rev.C,.H.Mngadi, Inkatha regional secretary in KwaMashu; and
Mr.5.5.Logungolo-Mtolo, chairman of the KwaMashu Council and an Inkatha member.

A fairly detailed discussion of the case presented by the applicants is
worthwhile, for not Enly was it the first time that Inkatha'sactivities had

been challenged in Court, but it also brought to light the wvio'ent role Inkatha
had been plaving im KwaMashu.

In his affidavit to the €Cnurt, Mbatha stated that on the night of 28 May, he
was asleep at his home when he was woken up and ordered to accompany a group
of about ten men armed with sticks, sjamboks and knobkieries. These men
threatened to assault his mother when she asked them when Mbatha would be
re’eased, and the family was under the impression that the men were plainclothes
policemen. The men also demanded that Mbatha's sister accompany them , and
they were taken to the garage of Mr.Bengu, where they were told they would
be interrogated. Thev were then handcuffed and put into & combi, under guard.
and driven to the 'C section offices in KwaMashu, where thev were taken into
the hall and marched onto the stage. [t was at this point that Mbatha noticed
the other applicants, who had also been detained.
" All the while I was terrified and apprehensive

that some harm was to be Inflicted on us, more

especially as it seemed that the mob was aggres-

sive and kept making remarks to the effect that

they were going to teach us (i.e.my companions
and I) the lesson of our lives." 1%
During the course of the evening, groups of men kept entering and leaving the
hall and a number af children were 'frog marched in, under guard. A:i one
stag: Rev.Mngadi and Councillor Mkhize came into the hall, and according to
Mbatna " appeared to be in charge.  Mbarha was refused permission to talk

to Mngadi.

At approximately four 5'elock in the morning, the children were loaded into
a combi, some of them still handcuffed, and were under the impression that they

were being taken to the Veralum police station, where they would be detained.

ThE?I’!-lil-ii-rl-
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They were then told that they were being taken to Ulundi. They arrived in

Ulundi shortly before eight o'clock and were taken to the Inkatha offices, and
then to the KLA where they were made to sit in the public gallery immediately
behind Buthelezi.
" A meeting was in progress and members of the KLA .

were all present. I then saw Councillor Mkhize

speak to the congregated Assembly. He stated

that the inciters to the riot had been apprehended.

Upon hearing this the Assembly burst out in shouts.

I and my companions feared for our lives thinking

that we were going to be summarily dealt with by

members of the Assembly." 33
Following further comments by Mkhize and Buthelezi, the Chief Minister announced
that the pupils would be handed over to the EwaZulu police. Later that after-
noon they were taken back to KwaMashu, but when they arrived they were taken
to an Tnkatha meeting, and not to their homes. Ar this stage they were still
under guard.

" The meeting then progressed and wve were all made

to give our names and addresses and the schools

which we attended. Various members at this

meeting spoke out accusing us of being agitators ...

thereafter each speaker who took the floor staced

that we were chasing children out of schools.

Threacs were then made that our houses would be

burnt down and that we would be taken and beaten

to death. " 36

They were finally released just befor® midnight,

Mpactha then went on to state that since their release, they had been reliably
informed that on 1 June an Inkatha meeting at Umzuvele resolved to round up
the children behind the boycott and take them to the police, This meeting
was chaired bv the fourth fespnndent. Mbatha also drew the court's attention
to the fact that there had been violent incidents in KwaMashu where houses
had been attacked, and that Inkatha vigilantes were roaming the streets of
EwaMashu at night and attacking people.
" My family as well as my close associates and

intimate friends are living in fear of our lives

and realise that the police are impotent to act

in the present situation more especially in that

we suspect that the Inkatha movement exercises

tremendous influence in police channels ..." Y

------------
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Mbatha stated that he believed that Inkatha was intent on stamping out
'all forms of opposition and other democratic forms of expression where
these are in opposition to the Inkaqhn movement', and that the movement
was determined to cause him grevious bodily harm - 'even if this means

disposing of us permanently.'

Mr. Ngobese testified that he had been the chairman of the Local Residents
Association of 'G'Section, KwaMashu, for seventeen years, but that in 1980
following an announcepent by the Ward Councillor that only Inkatha members
could be elected as a Resident chairman, decided not to stand for re-election.
Following this, he was threatened with violence by Rev, Mngadi, and on
3 June that year his house was extensively damaged bv a group of armed men.
He stated thar Inkatha was intent on using violence against those prominent
members of the public who were opposed to the movement :
" As I am regarded as a prominent member of the

public in KwaMazshu and am not a member of the

Inkatha movement 1 fear and verily believe

that members of this movement will assault and

injure me. " 38

Sinbongile Kubheka described attacks on her family bv Inkatha members, pointed
out that she was not a student and that, far from being an instigator of
the boycott, beleived that the bovcott emanated from the students themselves,
who were dissatisfied with the educartional system. She atated that she
feared that
" members of Inkatha will further incite one

another against myself and octher young people

as well as the ocher applicants herein, who

have already been accused of being instigators

of the boycott ... At present members of

Inkatha, including some of the respondents

herein have formed vigilante groups which are

patrolling the streets in KwaMashu ... these

peonle conduct themselves as though they are

the law unto themselves." =
Fubheka can not be accused of exaggeration in this regard; in addiction to
the evidence of assaults and attacks on homes of anti-Inkatha people, contained
in the various affidavits, a week before the appeal was brought before the
Eupréme Court, and two days before the alleged attack on Mr.Bengu's home ﬁﬂ.
Buthelezi himself called for the creation of black vigilants groups to 'protect
buildings', and said that these vigilantes should 'shoot to kill' if they found

anybody/..ccnennnn s
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must necessarily work hand in hand with those who

are persuing other liberation objectives. While

we must not despise our own black people as unfit

to be caught up in nu; struggle, those who destroy
school buildings defile their parents and their
elders with their dirty hands. In our pernicious
system, our buildings in which we learn - inadequate
as they are - are a labour of love by the people.

I can see no good coming of the disrespect which is
shown to that labour when there is wanton destruction.
There is something spiritually sick about the way

in which school protests have been conducted ... " 3

This chapter has attempted to illustrate, with reference to events in May/June
1980 in KwaMashu and Umlazi, Inkatha's approach to the youth who fail to
accept the movement's political strategies or submit themselves to the movement's
discipline. It is quite clear that Inkatha played an exceedingly destructive
role during the boycott. The strategy the movement used in attempting to
break the bbévcott was threefold. Firstly, it artemptad to alienate the
boycocting pupils from their parents and broader community bv accusing them
of wantonly destroying facilities that their parents had 'sweated' to provide.
Secondly, it undermined the legitimacvy of the pupils' protests by accusing
'manipulators' and 'agitators' of engineering the boycott, and thirdly, it
used outright viclence against the boycotters and sympathisers in an attempt
to intimidace them. In terms ofthe second part of the strategy, it is
interesting to note who the 'agitators' were presented as : in addition to

the three lawvers, foreign representatives, various KwaMashu residents and
'"ANC inspired' vouths and adults, Buthelezi alleged that an 'identified white
man' had been paying KwaMashu schoolchildren R10 a day each for continuing

the boycott, but refused to elaborate on who the man was; he accused the

Sund:y Times of playing a divisive and unconstructive role in black politics;

and he said that the police (both SAP and Special Branch) were guilty of
tacitly supporting children,who were "causing chaos in KwaMashu ', by refusing

to act against them. & The majority of these accusations were made in the

KLA, thus protecting the speakers from any prosecution for libel.

The movement displayed little - if any - sympathy for the pupils, or under -
standing of the reasons for -he bovcotrt. Instead, the boycott was taken as

a political attack on Inkatha, inspired by anti-Inkatha supporters, which

included/...........
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inc ‘uded Xhosa speaking people (thus attempting to categorise the conflict as
a 'tribal’one), and ANC inspired agitators (thus attempting to discredit the
ANC in favour of Inkachal.

Nevertheless, in his =-residential speech to the movement in June 1980, Buthelezi
made what seems to be an acknowledgement that, in the light of the continuing

boycotts, the education for nationhood programme had not achieved what Inkatha

had hoped it would :

" It is quite clear to me that our teachers have

failed to.inculcate in our youth the right attitude

to our struggle. They have failed to elicit from

the youth that sense of commitment which adds to
our total strength in unity ...

Every school inspector must become increasingly
involved in bringing the message of Inkatha to

the people ... school inspectors should forge links
in the chzins which bind pupils, teachers, parents
and authority into a task force for liberation.

Our communities must produce more viable parent/
teacher associations, Qur branches have failed

to tackle this most important aspect of liberatiom ...

In the matter of education we are failing. " 47 (emphasis added!

The role of formally constitued Youth Brigade branches in the schools remains
unclear. At its annual conference in Ulundi in September 1980, the Youth
Brigade condemned the 'recent spate ngthuy:ntts' in KwaZulu schools, and called
upon members to stand together in therévEnt of any furcther boycotts.
Nevertheless, it is a telling factr that at the height of the boycott, it was
one hundred percent effective. The question as to where Youth Brigade members
were at this time remains unanswered; Co say that they staved away from

school because they were intimidated by other pupils seems to be an answer

that is far to glib. Some ten thousand people attended the Inkatha rally that
was held in KwaMashu in the May, and while not all of these people were fyom
KwaMashu, it is clear thatithere was a significant amount of support for the
movement in the township. Furthermore, Inkatha maintains that the Youth Brigade
branches are well organised and disciplined; in this context the boycotting
pupils would have been extremely foolish to él:l'.Empt to intimidate Youth Brigade
members and thereby incur the full wrath of the movement. Conversely, Youth
Brigade members, with that amount of support behind them, should not have been

scared of staying 5 school. It seems likely, therefore, that Youth Brigade

members participated in and supported - or at least sympathised - with the
boycott, and that this came as a shock to Inkatha leadership.

the /..
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The main incidents of violence were perpetzated by °Fdimary Inkatha members, por
school members and the violence against tP® Doycotters only manifested
itself once i: became clear that the boycott was 5Ycceeding. It may be that
Youth Brigade members were the first pupils to refUrm Lo the schools - in the
light of threats of expulsion and the reaction of the Inkatha leadership to
the boycott, this seems very likely, Neverthele®S, it does seem as {f, at the
beight of the boycott, the discipline and loyalty ©f Youth Brigade members
wvavered, It was this fact, and the failure of I9nkarha to break the boycott -
which was still in force in August 1980 . that prom=pred the formation of the
para -military Youth Service Corps, a dewelopment ¥hich will be expanded on
in Chapter Five.



-

CHAPTER FOUR
The University of Zululand, popularly refered to a;hﬂgnge, bas a long history of
conflict and confrontation with Inkatha and the EwaZulu administration. There is
=2 doubt that this has been a thorn in Inkatha’s flesh, for the students at Ngoye
canstitute a vital group from which future civil servants and professionals can
be drawn into the movement, A useful analogy to this situation would be if students
:t the Unversities of Fretufia or Stellenbosch consistently protested against,
condemned and challenged the National Party and the Broederbond. Overwhelming
cupport from Ngoye students for Inkatha and Buthelezi’s leadership would undoubtedly
~e a strength to the movement and an imporctant afena where Inkatha strategy could
-2 discussed and improved onm, Eu'thelui, speaking at Ngoye in May 1976, recognised
his - albeit somewhat euphamistically - when he stated that
" Democratic opposition has of necessity to challenge an

existing way of life, an existing directiom in social,

economic and political developments with a demand for

a becter way of life and a new social direction. It

is quite clear that where a nation controls its own

university education, its universities should spear-

head the various developments mentioned here, and do

a major job in the orientation of university graduates

for their role in the development of themselves and

their people, w1
Tn addition, an ‘Inkatha campus' could play an important ideologicalp ole in the
national student movement as & whole, giving an Inkatha 'line' and input and thereby
patentially influencing students -from other campuses as part of the attempt to

attract support for Inkatha among youth all over the country,

The failure of Inkatha to win séﬁpnrt at Ngoye is indicative of its failure to attrac
the more politicised youth in general and to have a restraining ipfluence on more
radical political groupimgs. This failure occured as.much with SASQ supporters in
1975 and 1976 as with AZASO supporters today, The critiFisms the students make
against Inkatha are many, but the one in particular which evokes nothing short of
fury in Inkatha leadership circles is the accusation that Buthelezi is working
within the system and has sold out on the black peoples' aspirations for freedom

and liberation in South Africa. .

An examination of relations between Inkatha and Ngoye students over the last seven
vears shows the ways in which Inkatha has tried to win support at Ngoye, and the
students' responses to these initiatives, and illustrates Inkatha's strategy toward

o3 ] ] (ST S e
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at least, be Inkatha members and supporters, thus minimizing the possibility of
anti-Inkatha input to EwaZulu schools.

This excersise in power -on the part of Inkatha had a definite effect on Ngoye
ztudents. The university was reopened early in 1977, after being closed for six
=snths following extensive damage to university buildings during student action
Jduring the nationwide revolt in 1976, Immediately after the banning of SASO
ard the BPC in QOctober 1977, students voted by 464 to 5 votes (the total number
2f votes representing about one third of the student body) to dissolve the

SRC. The students accused SRC mwembers of lacking credibility and diplomacy,

a~d cited as reasons for their decision inter alia an incident, spearheaded by

:¥Z members, when a group of students confronted Mr.D.Madide, FwaZulu Minister of
-mzeripor and Health, during which Mr. Madide was 'annoyed and embarassed'; an
atcempt to disrupt a Chaka Day celebration; the confiscation by SRC members of
inkatha publications; and 'foolish radicalism' shown by the SRC executive and a
nuzber of other members. 2 This decision must be seen in the context both of the
effect of the KwaZulu administration's refusal to employ Ngove graduactes as

teachers, as well as the disruption caused by the closure of the university and

he banning and repression of all the Black Consciousness organisations in October
16 "7, It was also at this time that Buthelezi was accusing SAS0O and BPC members

»f 'ipciting students to vicolence’' in EwaZulu schools, as mentioned in the previous
chapter. SAS0 members had plaved an important leadership role on the campus,

and 1 would argue that it was in this political vacuum that more conservative
students at Ngoye asserted themselves, There is no indication that the dissclution
of the SRC was headed by Inkatha members, and there is also no evidence of a

Youth Brigade branch on the campus, although further research may show otherwise,

Nevertheless, despite this conservative move on campus, the university failed

to become a model campus of harmony and good relations between students and the
administration. In January 1978, Dr.Nkabinde - described by students as an
'Inkatha man' - was appointed as the new rector of the university. This followed
moves on the part of the University Council and the EwaZulu administration to
bring the unversity under the control of KwaZulu. In June of that year, the
university was closed by the rector, and students were obliged to apply for
readmission. At least 17 students, including seven SRC members, were refused
readmission. The closure of the university came after a series of student
grievances, and students claimed that all those refused readmission had been
victimised either because of their prominence i: student affairs or else because

of personal grievances held by the administration against them.

Thel e escssanva
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The first main student grievance came about in April, when several pregnant l}tud.-.nl::,
two of wvhom were married, were expelled from the university. In response, studeats
organised a one day boycott of classes, stating that it was unfair discrimination
to expell the women, all of whom were clearly pregnant when they registered at
the university at the beginning of the year. The university authorities agreed
to negotiate with the students, and the matter was defered to the next Council
meeting, which was to be held in June. At the end of May, however, the university

again began expelling pregnent women.

A student body meeting was called to discuss this and other grievances, including
the semester system of exams and the poor standard of teaching in the Science
Faculty., The mﬂ.':lt.lg was banned by the rector on the grounds that it would be
contravening the Riotous Assemblies Act. Approximately 400 students then resolved
not to attend classes until the rector agreed to meet them and discuss their
grievances, Nkabinde's response was to cleose the university, and he called in
a sqaud of riot police to enforce this. ¢ One of the nev regulations on the re-
adeittance form was that

" expectant /pregnant ladies will under no circumscances
be readmitted. In the event of a lady student becoming
pregnant afcer readmission, she will have to leave the

university immediacely. "

While this confrontation between the University administration and the students
does not seem to be the manifestation of hostilicty berween the students and Inkatha,
it must be seen in the context of the university administration co-operating with
the police. This co-operation had the suppert, albeit tacit, of the KwaZulu
administration, since the thiversitv Council has a large contingent of Inkatha
supporters. Similarly Nkabinde's refusal to discuss the students' grievances.
Furthermore, the student:activiyv in the first balf of 1978 was taking place «
against a background of a major power struggle within Inkatha itself, which
resulted in the expulsion of Dr.S5.M.Bengu from the position of Secretary-General
of Inkatha. Dr.Bengu wvas appointed Director of the Student Advisory Service at
the university in 1977, a key post in student - administration relations. On 2
June , 1978, he announced that bhe was resigning from his post at the university,
since the university administration was making it impossible for him to help
students, and had debarred him from meetings with the SRC and university admin-
istration. In an interview with the Sunday Tribune 2 days later, Dr.Bengu said

that he had refused to be a spy for the rector, and stated that at the heart of
his resignation was his refusal to hand to the authorities the t.ames of students
who had signe;:'l a science students' memorandum listing grievances about the
university.
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other student activists in Esikaweni earlier in the week where he had encouraged

the SRC to take action against Inkatha. -

Buthelezi launched into a tirade against Hadebe, who had
previocusly been a member of Inkatha, describing him as a "psychotic’ and a person
capable of assasination,and detailed a long list of what he termed ‘aggression
against Inkatha' perpetrated by the students at the university under the leader-
ship of 7Hadebe. He said that all Inkatha supporters would be wearing their
uniforms at the graduation ceremony, and made it clear thar Inkatha would never
allow itself

. m

to be bullied by children...Under no circumstances will

we lhdﬁcl:l our responsibility as adults, " 12

He then stated that he had been reliably informed that students at Ngove were

seen buying knives in preparation for the graduation :eremnn?,.lnd that these

wveapons were going to be used against Inkatha members who attended the ceremony.
" We know that some of the students are a bunch of

spoilt, silly kids like the SRC leader, Mr.Reggie

Hadebe. He is taking instructions from his 'father',

Dr. Sisbusiso Bengu. " 13

On the day of the graduation ceremony, police were called in by the university
aucthorities to disperse large groups of students who wvere assembling at the
entrance gates. Warning shots were fired, teargas and police dogs were used, and
fifteen students were arrested, shortly before Inkatha impis arrived 'in a

massive show of force.’ 14 This happened some three hours before the ceremony was

due to begin.

During the graduation ceremony, students were surprised to see Hadebe go up to
receive his degree and be capped byﬂﬂu:hullzi. As Hadebe lefit the hall, however,
he was attacked by Inkatha supporters and severely beaten, Several other
students were also assaulted by Inkatha members. In the viclence that followed
the ceremony, the student hall, a science laboratory, and the diding hall were
burnt dowm, causing an estimated R50 000 damage. The following day the entire
student body staged a sit in, and police were called in to break the meeting up.
Hadebe expressed fears for his life, and told reporters that he was considering
laying a charge of assaulc. A In the piece de resistance of the entire affair,
Buthelezi announced that Hadebe might be prnugFut:d for allegedly ordering

acts of violence on the campus the previous week, and said that Hadebe was directly
responsible for the attack on Inkactha members on 19 May, where the car of a

member of the Central Committee, ﬂlL.E.nghlnt, wvas stoned. The irony of this
statement, following the assault on Hadebe which was wittnessed by dozens of

students, staff members and at least two newspaper reporters, seems to have escaped

Buthelezi/...... ot w b
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Buthelezi, He went on to praise Inkatha members and the traditiomal Zulu regiments’
who had accompanied him to the campus to attend the graduation ceremony.
" This was as it should be, because it was in the first

place a calculated insult for Mr.Hadebe to send me the

kind of telegram he sent me, ordering me to tell

Inkatha members not to wear their uniforms and ordering

me to tell members of the Zulu regiments not to carry

their shields and sticks, " 22

Or.Bengu responded to the accusations made against him by denying having any role
in the events at Ngoye. _
" Chief Buthelezi's accusations against me must be seen as
part of his mudslinging campaign which he started in
1978 soon after I had left the country.”
fefering to Buthelezi'!s mention of a meeting between himself and ARC pepresentatives
in Lusaka, he said:
" I absolutely refute Chief Buthelezi's allegations. I know
that all these false statements that Chief Buthelezi is
making agouc . m; associating me with violence are meant
to set the SAF on me ... -
Just because he is a chief, Buthelezi thinks he has a
right to insult people left and right. As I said in 1978,
I still call on the chief to reveal his sources of infor-
mation. It is not enough for him to say that an 'official’
inquiry into university troubles had come to the con-
clusion that Dr.Bengu had indeed been responsible for the
ructions. What official inquiry was that? Was it a

police injuiry? Was it the chief's official inquiry? " LS

‘n his presidential address to the Inkatha General Conference at Ulundi in June
1980, Buthelezi refered to the incident at Ngoye and stated that
" The time has come for us to be able to say that a university

such as the University of Zululand will forfeit its right

to exist if it does not serve the people...If I find a

conflict between Inkatha's aims and objectives and our means

of implementing those cbjectives on the one hand, and the

activity encouraged or perhaps even tolerated by an

institution such as the University of Zululand, even through

a consortium of black lecturers manipulated by a clique

of white academics, then [ will question the authenticity

ﬂffl!il""'.-.
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of that university inm our midst. I will have no
hesitation in setting about the establishment of a
true university of the people of FEwaZulu if the
current state of affairs continues. We are serious

in our political commitment and we will not tolerate

those who make a mockery of the mass response to
the South Africanm situation which is found in Inkatha.
These are fighting words and 1 seek a mandace from

this conference to back these words up with action

if necessary. " (emphasis added) *e

Three months later, 'a stinging attack was launched against Inkatha in the editorial

of the August issue of the student magazine at Ngoye, Senzani. The editorial
stated that

" This years' graduation ceremony was turned completely

into an Inkatha rally ... Disregarding the students'
resolution to observe graduation day as a strictly academic
occasion, the Inkatha leadership, obstinate and dictatorial
as it is, sent a large number of thugs armed with dangerous
weapons ... Inkatha is not a liberation movement but a
religious organisation. It is more a hero-worshipping

body than it is ideologically orientated ... the organisation
makes sure that this man Buthelezi is always in power,

that he is listened to and that he is unopposed... " 19
Protas Madlala, the editor of the magazine, was subsequently found guilety of
misconduct in terms of a section of the university rules and was suspended for

a year, The magazine was banned. zﬂ:

At the same time the question of Buthelezi's chancellorship of the university
became a major issue among the students, A petition calling for his removal
as chancellor was submitted to the university administration. According to
the SRC, the rector refused to have anything to do with the petition, and
refised to act om ict, The SRC said that the petition was drawn up following
a meeting between the SRC, the Chairman on the University Council Dr.McCrystal,
and three Council members in late May. The meeting was called by the SRC
because of their objection to the presence of uniformed and armed members of
Inkatha at the graduation ceremony, and explained to the Council wmembers that

Buthelezi was seen by students to be the core of the problem, and that they
wanted him removed as chancellor.

Dr.MeCrystal then suggested to the SRC that either Buthelezi should be removed

from/.coeccannsss
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from the position, or else that he nhuulﬁ remain chancellor but not bring his
'warriors’' onto the campus, and that student opinion on the matter could be
rested through a referendum. The SRC then took these suggestions to a student
body meeting :

.«.When we reported back to students they wanted nothing
to do with Gatsha Buthelezi. We then drew up the petition
and handed it to Professor Nkabinde. We told him that if
Buthelezi was not removed, we would not take part in any
further graduation ceremonies, " 21
~hen the details of the meeting in May were released, Dr.Madide, Minister of
-nterier and Healch, accused Dr. MeCrystal of 'betraying' Buthelezi:
" Could he [Dr.HcCrystai} really be taken in by the vociferous
cohorts of the president of the SRC? It is mind boggling
that those who are claiming to be fighting against Bantustans,
against Bantu Education, against Ethnic Universities, should
gang up with the creators of these monsters to remove from a
position of trust the one person who has constantly and
consistently fought against the MNacional Party. " 22
-r. McCrystal was clearly taken aback by this vociferous attack, and repeatedly
:#serted his long association with Buthelezi, and his respect for the Chief
“.niscter. MNevertheless he stacted, he was merely deoing his duty as chairman of
“uncil in listening to student grievances and attempting to find an acceptable
- lucion. Four months later, Dr. McCrystal resigned from his position at the
miversity, cicing as his reason his acceptance of an appointment to the President's
uncil.  All suggestions of Buthelezi resigning as chancellor were thus

-.ccessfully chwarced,

was in the period 1980 and 1981 that two events of significance to the organisation
: students at Ngoye occured. Firstly, the SRC was dissolved. It is unclear

is to whether it was the students' rejection of the structure of the SRC, or

vitimately the rector's action which led to its dissolution. What is clear is

that students were unhappy with the constitution of the S5RC and were loath to

participate in it until a more satisfactory constituion was accepted by the

sniversity Council. According to students interviewed by the writer, Nkabinde

nas consistently refused te allow students access to the constitution to enable

*hem to work out a new one. In an interview between the editor of the Inkatha
=2_azine Inhlabamkhosi ( meaning Clarion Call) and Wkabinde, the rector was

asked gbout the lack of an SRC at MNgoye. Nkabinde's reply was that
" The SRC is elected by students. The machinery for the

elections of the SRC exists, There is a constitucion. .

ThErE!i.‘lil*.'-l‘
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.~ events of 1983 at Ngoye, therefore, it is necessary to bear in mind this situation
+ constant tension, whether implicit or overt conflict, between Inkatha and the
o .dent body. I will argue that given this failure of Inkatha to win over the
o .dents - or at least a subscantial majority of them - ultimately led to the

-

»dy confrontation on the campus in October 1983, where Imkatha took a decision

"

show a massive display of force and to attempt to finally asserc hegemony

' ‘.'.i;'.'l':’ﬂ.

- « student body at Ngoye is relatively small in comparison with the ‘vhite’
.versities - in 1981 there were less than 2000 students, and this figure has
- -ped slightly., This is an important point to make, since a 'student body'
~ting, refered to on a number of occasions by students interviewed by the writer,
:hus a fairly easy meeting to organise. It {5 thus entirely feasible that,on
- =all campus where the majority of the students live on the campus, a meeting of the
«+ Jent body literally means a meeting of all students. This is crucial, because
v -~ members of the crisis committee, for example, refer to a mandate from the
»: Zlect body, it is a decision taken at a meecing attended by all students. The
e- . 'ad factor which must be taken into account is that, precisely because it is

a -zail campus, student activists are easilv indentifiable. It vas no accident,

~=2fare, that the brunt of the grrack on students in October was taken out on
-cnts well knowvn for their anti-Inkatha sentiments.

#: :he beginning of 1983, a number of students previously at Fort Hare and Turfloop
L+ . ersicties registered at Ngoye, following the expulsion of many students from those
v o:.arsicles in 1982, At this stage, between forty and fifry students were

-

+evers of the Youth Brigade branch at Ngoye. According to students interviewed
. the wricer, the attitude amongst students to the Youth Brigade was that
" Anvone can join Inkatha if they want to. But the
problem comeés in when thay want to use our campus
for their propaganda. Thay are trying to make
inroads and coerce students into Inkacha, At the
beginning of the year, for example, they [th Youth
Brigade| showed banned political films to ingratiate
thezselves with students. "
1983 of
k. :he first formal meeting of/the Youth Brigade branch on campus, which was attended
E+ i number of "mon-Inkatha' students,
" Youth Brigade members vowed to fight agaimst the Xhosa
and Sotho students, and claimed that they were polluting
the university. Students at Ngoye reject the concept

of race and we were thus very shocked by this actitude,.
Inkacha/...... R
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Inkatha places so much stress on tribalism ...

you must remember that it is the students from

Natal itself that hate him [Buthelezi] the

most. We students do mot accept the structure

of the KwaZulu government; we do not accept

people who work bhand in hand with Pretoria. " =t
From the beginning of the year, therefore, it seems as if there was already a
lot of tension on the campus, a tension that seems to have been created by the

Youth Brigade itself.

In April, Dr. Jordam Kgubane, a highly placed Inkatha member, gave a speech on the
campus, According to students, Dr., Ngubane is himself a contraversial figure,
with a history of inveolvement in the ANC, then FﬂFﬁE&TUF#fE the 1950s.
" When students questioned him after the speech, he

was exposed ... he spoke very critically of the ANC

in general and of Tambo and Mandela in particular ...

He became very angry with the questions and left the

campus very embarassed ... we heard rumours afterwards

that Buthelezi summoned the 'Inkatha lecturers' at

Kgoye to Ulundi and asked them why they didn't

rescue Ngubane from being embarrased by the students

and staff members' questions. " -

In June, police were called to the campus when the students held a demonstration
to protest against three members of the ANC. The students marched around the
campus singing and chanting, a police car was set on fire, and some R50 000
damage was caused before the students dispersed. ¥ A few weeks later, a
successful boycott of a June 16 memorial meeting was staged bv the students. When
students had earlier approached the administartion to request permission to
organise a June 16 meeting, they were told that the Council of Campus Ministers
had already arranged a service, to be presided over by Bishop Zulu, a well known
Inkatha supporter, The students resented what they considered a hijacking of
this day of memorial by Inkatha, and

" we registered our disapproval of pkathh @nd the

KwaZulu government by not attending. Only 10 people
or so attended, and these were all staff members ,..
This proved the lack of support for Inkatha ... it

was a completely peaceful boycott. "

“‘Auguat,_n seminar on black political thought was organised under the auspices of

the univer;i;?'s Centre for Research and Documentation, which is under the

directorship/..ceeunsse--
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directorship of Professor Villakaze, an Inkatha member. Speakers at the seminar
included the Rev. Buti Thlagale of Equal Opportunity Scholarships, and Dr. Oscar
Shlomo. It seems as if iuitially only Inkatha supporters were invited to address
the seminar, but after protest by students at this, Joe Paahla (then president
“f ARZASO) and Archie Gumedie (a Natiomal president of the UDF) were invited to
speak, According to an AZASQ executive member,

" In the letter inviting Joe to speak no details
were Ei?an - no information about what the aims
of the conference were, AZASO was very unhappy
about this 'empty letter', and decided not to
participaté... it could have been a set up. We
could have been used ,.. Archie did not go either."
“tudents demonstrated against Dr. Dhlomo's presence on campus by boycotting his

viéress, and over one hundred students disrupted the seminar by heckling, clapping
: 3
~ands and chancing slogans.

-ne incidents outlined above illustrate the fact that, throughout the first half

f the year, students successfully mobilised against Inkatha  and showed the lack

¢ support for the movement at Ngoye. On 13 September, a meeting of all the male

:dencs on the cazpus was held to discuss the gquestion of violence in the hostels.
the meeting, which was chaired by a member of the university administracion,

" .dents called on the university to ban the Youth Brigade on campus. Their

tivation for this request was that Inkatha's stress on tribalism was causing

"«msion on the campus, which inevitably led teo violence.

cew weeks after this meeting, rumours began to circulate that Buthelezi was to
:iress a meeting on the campus to commemorate the centenary of King Ceteswayo's
vazh,
" When we heard that Buthelezi was coming, we knew
that everywhere he goes, his warriors go. The
time when he was due to come was a week before exams ...
On the previous three occassions when Inkatha
members had spoken at meetings, students had clzarly
and peacefully shown that there was no support for
Inkacha on campus. Buthelezi was going to come
with his warriors at a crucial time {n the exam
period ... this would really affect students. We
were not interested in meetings at this stage, but
in simply learning for exams. Two weeks before
he was due to speak, Zulu warriors went into Lamontville

looking for Rev. Xunde, and they beat up people ...

'H'E--'ri.-'i-l-l*'-*
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we didn't want the same thing happening here,

Then some people received threatening letters:

Anonymous motices were posted up on the walls,

wvarning us that people preventing Buthelezi frem

coming onto campus were challenging deach. The

majoricy of students do not support Buthelezi,

and wvere therefore scared of being attacked ... "
In an effort to prevent Buthelezi from coming onto the campus, students approached
the university administration and the AZASO executive for help. AZASO then
approached the administration of the Universicy of Natal and requested the Vice-
Chancellor to attempt to dissuade Nkabi-de from allowing the meeting to be held.
According to AZASO, ﬁkabinde‘: reply was that he was 'awvare of the situation’.

In the interview published in Inhlabankhosi shortly before the Ceteswavo memorial
rally was due to be held, WNkabinde was asked what he thought the cause was of the
'unfriendly reaction' students had had to visits by members of Inkatha and the
KwaZulu government. Kkabinde's reply was that
" political conviction {s the underlying cause.

The students who believe that the resclution of

the South African problem lies in the adoption

of a militant move tend to oppose the more

peaceable approach adumbrated by the Inkatha

movement ... Fortunately, verv few students

participate in or shov partiality tu_the
demonstrations. " (emphasis added) b

It is clear that he failed to percieve the seriousness of the situvation, and atcecpted
to play down the hostility between the students and Inkatha.

puring the week before the rlllg::udtntl vere told by cleaners on the campus that
the local headman had been contacted and told to tell the men in the surrounding
areas to arm themselves and to go to the campus on Saturday morning, the day of
the meeting. Students were searched by university security as they entered or
left the campus, and according to a number of students, Nkabinde was wvarned by

university security to leave the campus, as violence was inevitable,

At a meeting of all students on Friday 28 October, a Crisis Committee was elected
and mandated to go immediately to Durban in an actempt to obtain a court order

to prevent the meeting from going ahead. ( This attempt was unsuccessful, as
their lawyers advised the Ccrisis Committee that they did not have substantial
enough evidence to prove that there would be violence on the campus if Buthelezi
addressed the meeting.) After the Crisis Committee had lefr for Durban, some

gtudents/..ccocnnvens
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about 6 a.m. "

The warriors moved to the female hostels... they
were chanting 'we want the Xhosas and Sothos out'
and called on Zulu studﬁn;a to join them ... stone
throwing started ... most of the students ran into
the hostels ... the warriors went into various
hostels ... there were many warriors; they went into
FNew York on to all the floors, stabbing and
beating students. They were egged on by Inkatha

women and children. "

The whole of New York, which is seven stories high,
was a mess - windows were broken, doors broken down,

books torn.

I could see what was happening - I know that the
Inkatha people had a list of people that had disrupted
Dhlomo's meeting. The doors were broken down of the

rooms of political stodents..."

It must have been well planned as Inkatha knew where
they were heading. On the fourth floor were most of
the active political students ... they also broke into
rooms and locked at the stickers and posters students
had in their rooms and damaged rooms with 'Free Mandela'
stickers in them ..7T"

The campus security did nothing - this went on for
nearly an hour before the police intervened. And do

you know, not one single Inkatha person was arrested, "

Students had r;n into New York as it was the last block-

I was lefr standing in the middle and ran away into the

bushes - they followed us there ... afterwards many students

were found badly stabbed, lying in the bushes., "

1 saw a body being thrown out of one of the floors of

Kew York ...'

There was just blood everywhere, broken windows, smashed

d‘nnrsfl-llliill.lh
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and daughters of a warrior nation and they had gone to

the university to commemorate one of the greatest warriors

in Zulu history, and the simple fact of the matter is

that this violence so carefully plotted, so carefully

orchestrated and so cunningly executed produced the

inevitable counter-violence, "
He went on to accuse COSAS, SASD and various staff members at Ngoye of being
behind the incident, saving that COSAS was formed as a front organisation for the

ANC's 'mission in exile'. The speech, rather than being an explanation of the

events at Ngove, was full of threats :

" I must warn South Africa that if the kind of provocation

continues which we experienced onm Saturday, Inkatha youth

will demonstrate their strength and their prowess ...

The peoples' anger is rising and the fervour with which we
persue our objectives will deeﬁen. Nothing will stop us

and those forces of disunitvy which are attempting to do

the National Party's dirty work in disrupting our progress

will be taught a lesson or two if the denigration of

Inkatha continues ...

The abuse of me must now cease, Euntinuing to label me

as a sell-out is going to have uglv repercussions ...

I welcome opposition because without it we do not think

ag sharply as we would otherwise have to do, and I
particularly welcome opposition at a University where

yvoung people should be learning how to think for themselves
and form their own opinions about politics and the state.
But ... opposition u;i:h is not honest and democratic is
merely a divisive force which shames the nation ...

know just how powerful we are; we know that we can walk into

the campus at the Universitvy of Eulufand an ., dav pf the

week there to do whatever we wanted to do. " (emphasis added) 3

Far from being an explanation of events and a sincere regret about the violence,
Buthelezi's speech was a justification of the violence, and very clearly, a
warning that it will occur again,. Despite Buthelezi's assertion that there is
no genuine opposition to him from students on the campus, students interviewed by
the writer as well as those who made statements to the SAIRR put Inkatha support
at Ngoye at between five and thirteen percent of the student body; all students
who were interviewed said that no more than forty people were formal members of
the Youth Brigade branch on the campus, a number which has now dropped to about

twenty. One student said that

" Those Youth Brigade members mwust knmow that if they dare

HE:JIFI--I-I-!-!-!—--
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set foot on the campus again, they will be
killed. I don't believe that they will come
back, because tﬁtj know how the students feel
about what happened. "

As a result of the events at Ngoye, the university was closed and exams postponed
cntil January 1984, Subsequent newspaper reports have stated that, following a
seeting in Ulundi, exams will be writtey in January with SAP and ZP members present,

The violence at Ngove was strongly copdemned by many people and organisations. 1In
an unusual step, AZAPO juintd‘ﬂlth organisations such as AZASO and the UDF in
rrotesting Inkatha's role in the violence, In addition, some three hundred staff
e=bers at the university called on Buthelezi to resign as chancellor. (This out
* a total of five hundred staff members) + Buthelezi refused to resign,
siating that bhe would not accept being humiliated when the whole thing was political
4 had been orchestrated. In addition, he called AZASO 'a band of uncouth, lying
vzeiving scux of South Africanm youth.'’

-%2t is particularly interesting, however, is the "unofficial’' response of Inkatha,.
nkatha member, who wished to remain anonymous, said that the incident had "splic
-actha’. There is litcle doubt that many Inkatha members were deeply shocked
v the violence. In an interview with Mr. N.Mafole, the National Organiser of
"=é¢ Youth Brigade, who was present at Ngoye on Saturday 29ch, he stated chac
" The situation got out of hand. We were unable to

control the Inkatha youth."
“:, N.¥kehli, director of the Bureau for Community Development and Youth Affairs,
a.d that the violence at Ngoye -

" symbolises a mnve!;mnng:: the youth towards militancy...

there wvere over 1 000 Youth Brigade members there, and

we were unable to control them."
-%ile these comments could be seen as an abdication of responsibility on the part
: the Youth leadership, I would argue that they also demonstrate a sudden recognitionm
"=2t wviolence such as was displayed at Ngove could have disas”erous consequences
r Inkatha. The movement is going to be hard put to explain the incident to che
—ission of Inquiry in the light of the evidence that students are presenting.
:s clear that students did their utmost to prevent the rally from being held,
= for Buthelezi to suggest that the violence was plotted by the students seems Lo
"v ludicrous in the extreme, It would therefore seem that although the majority
: Inkatha members interviewed by the writer accepted the official explanacion of

"t incident at Ngoye, there is very deep concern at what the violence on the part
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of the Youth Brigade signifies. Nevertheless, a Professional Officery in the Youth

Division summed up the general Inkatha sentiment when he told the writer that he

was 'proud of what happened at Ngoye'.

R O e e T S

This chapter has attempted to describe the violence at the University of Zululand
in October 1983 by contextualising it in relations between the Ngoye student body
and Inkatha since approximately 1976. It is clear that Inkatha has consistently
failed to win the support of the students, and in the light of students' attitudes
following the violence in October, it seems likely that - if anything - the
incident had an immensely politicising effect on students, who are extremely

angry with Inkatha aﬁd refer to the incident as the 'Ngoye massacre'. One of

the recommendations from the meetiné}ﬁe?&gggiﬁuﬂe parents and students and the
KwaZulu administration in December is that students be admitted to Ngoye on a
racial basis - students to be given first preference would be theose from KwaZulu,
Kangwane and Natal. This is clearly an attempt to exclude the (possibly) more
politicised students from 'bush' universities such as Fort Hare and Turfloop, who

are characterised as troublemakers by Ulundi.

The Youth Brigade branch at Ngoye is small, and support for Inkatha on the campus
seexs to be limited. This is interesting, sihce the lack of support or disinterest
in the movement preévails despite five vears of 'education for nationhood' in the
schools, which means that KwaZulu matriculants at least would have had significant
‘Inkatha input' while still at school. In order to reinforce their numbers at the

rally in October, hundreds of Inkatha supporters were brought onto the campus

from other areas, and given Inkatha's loose definiction of 'youth', many of these

people were adults,

As with the chapter on the role Inkatha played during the 1980 schools'bovcott,
this chapter has been a description of the type of strategies used by the movement
tE_alternatively attempt to attract and then 'deal with' youth who have refused
to accept Inkatha. As during the schools'boycott, the strategies employed have
ranged from attempts to undermine student organisation against the movement by
accusing agitators of engineering anti-Inkatha sentiment, to using the University
administration in attempts to bring the students 'in line', to appealing to
students on an academic level through, for Exaﬁple, the seminar organised by the
Centre for Research and Documentation, to outright violence on an unprecedented
level this year.

| " You see, what we Bave found this year, is the

convergence/..........
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convergence of two trends in the Inkatha Youth
Brigade.
Firstly, young people were sent from Inkatha to
North America to receive 'leadership training'
after 1980. They have now returned to the
country, bringing with them a new sophisticared
theoretical imput ...

Secondly, the first para-military troops grad-
uated early this year [I:he Youth Service Cnrps:l . n
These two trends have contributed to a mew
approach of the youth in Inkatha, of increased

militancy ... "

ind it seems, of a growing split between Inkatha and progressive groupings in
-suth Africa.
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safeguard those things we erect in the nation's

interest, " 3

At its conference in August 1980, The Youth Brigade resclved to set up a youth
corps on a countrywide basis. At this conference, however, the emphasis of the
YSC was not so much on its para-military aspect, but on the contribution of a
vears'service by young matriculants and graduates in order to involve black
vouth 'more productively in community 5||1:r:.-rj~=l:l:='.'.:Ir Nevertheless, the actual
structfure and functioning of the YSC remained unclear. In November 1980,
Buthelezi addressed the National Executive Committee of the Youth Brigade, and
~dealt at some length with the need for 'realism' and the fact that 'the days of
protest politics are over', and the need for Inkatha to mobilise its youth in
-rder for it 'to play its historical role by embarking on a Youth Service Corps'.
" We need to conceive of a Youth Corps in bold

terms.., I can envisage a camp in our rolling'

countryside where 10 000 youth will be mustered,

drilling, learning, teaching and being taught,

disciplining themselves to become fashioned steel

for the struggle. I can see the need for a

boldness with that level of achievement. No-

body else in this country could conceivably

talk about establishing a youth camp ... I can

do so because of Inkatha ...

At thii stage a great deal of planning is going

to be put into youth activity and the establish-

ment of a Service Corps.  The Secretary-General

and others are involved in this planning and

when the time comes for them to be taking their

first steps you here today should have already

prepared the ground for the first success.

When I mvself and the Secretary-Genmeral and other

people begin on a practical implementation of

plans, those of you who display leadership qualities;

those of you who display dedication and those of

you who value discipline and the ability to serve

will be singled out ... and you will find yourselves

with a real man-size job of work to do ...

I can in my mind's eye see a whole football field
with athletically uniformed and disciplined

Service Corps units, displaying their marching,

excersising/..... AT R,
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giving him or her training in his or her special field of interest, it was an
express condition of the camp that trainees could and wvould be drafted into
any sphere of activity where there was the greatest peed. Buthelezi then
wvent on to describe the'activity of the camp' :

" During the year all trainees will receive generalised
training to prepare them to play a more important role
in Black society ... For those dying for the "armed
struggle' this kind of conditioning is good even for
that if that option is ever forced on us one day. ...
The camp exists to meet the demands of the Commander
in Chief {l.l.ﬂuthelezﬂ and the ‘trainees

camp on the understanding that their training and their

employment during the year at the camp will involve

them in a wide range of activity from manual labour

to skilled work, as well as other roles, These will

be experienced both inside the cagp and anvwhere in
South Africa, wvhere the Commander in Chief may from

time to time decide ... " (emphasis added)

Finally, Buthelezi stated that selected trainees could be given the opportumity

of furthering their formal education elsevhere in South Africa or abroad. Such
firzal study would be undertaken on the understanding thar for each year of
study, the candidare would be required te work for Imkatcha.

At the beginning of 1982, the first group of trainees entered the Emandleni-
Matleng camp. According to the Bureau for Community Development and Youth
anffairs, there were 300 trainees from six areas in Natal, Kwazulu and the
Transvaal., In an interview by the wrifer with Mr. Nomusa Zondi, the head of
the Youth Affairs division, the YSC programme was described as a 'social
reconstruction programme' :
" Modern society has disrupted everything - there is

no one but ourselves to start sortiog things out.

Emandleni -Matleng has been set up to provide a base

vhere young people can be traimed in practical skills,

in health, agriculture, housing and so_on. In

twelve months, they gain a measure of ability to

attend to these problems. The young people go back

to their communities with these skills, they become

activists in the communities ... They bhold workshops

[while in the :mp] to understand and work out approaches:

to the community they work in.

They learn basic skills in all fields, and then

concentrate/....oeune
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concentrate con one special skill at the end of the
year., This kind of instruction does not produce
carpenters, for a:ample,'hut produces people who
can put their shoulder behind all facets of the
community ... the training is built on principles
of self-help and self reliance, Hhiéh does not mean
that projects initiated by the Youth Service Corps
won't get help from the KDC, for example. YSC
members get R100 monthly from the Bureau while they

are working for us. " s

Two'graduates'from the camp, who are now involved in a literacy project, outlined

their experiences during the year at Emandleni-Matleng in an interview with

the writer -

VSC members:

Interviewer:
¥SC ¥

Interviewer:

YSC H

Interviewer:
YSC -

Interviewer:

T5C :

We learnt the basics of agriculture, motor mechanics,
building, community health and recreation ... Then you
specialise in ome. People are trained in the specialist
field according to their talents,

What were your main activites on a dayv to day basis?

We spent most of the time working and doing physical
training. We had to get up at four every morning, girls
and boys alike, to go running ... We lived in tents and
used sleeping bags the whole year.

Why is' there this emphasis on physical training?

It is to enable us to withstand any situation, or be
prepared for any sitwvation. We were sent to Ingwavume
during the crisis there ... We spoke to the communities
about the land deal, about what His Excellencvy the Chief
Minister and Inkatha was doing about Ingwavume ... We
were gseverely harassed by security branch while we

were there ..., We learnt to speak to the community, to
withstand the enormous pressure of certain situationms.
What other activities did you participate in?

Song workshpps; the history of and development of Inkatha;
leadership training. _

ﬁﬁ you feel that you gained anyihing Lﬁ terms of personal

,development?

We learnt self-discipline, we learnt how to work hard ...

HEI‘i-rll'.".'
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we learnt hoeing and planting, how to drive a tractor
and so on ... our field of special interest is agri-
culture ... We had to do guard duty alone at night.
I was terribly frightened, but learnt to overcome

my fears. I feel that I have developed a lifelong

commitment to Inkatha, 9

The administration of the camp falls under the Youth Affairs division. According
to Mr. Sandile Makhanya, a Professional QOfficer in this division, there are

two main thrusts of the Youth Action Programme, of which the ¥YSC is an important
part. Firstly, the youth camps, and secondlv, the implementation of Youth Brigade
policy. The programme is designed to inculcate 'patriotism, culture and

loyalty - to @ Zulu nation'. When quas:inﬁed by the writer on the emphasis of
Inkatha on the wearing of uniforms and the para-military approach to the youth,

he said that the uniform ensures equality, and it

symbolises unity and loyalty to the President ...
our youth is getting out of hand. The youth need
to be united and disciplined, otherwise they could

be used by other people for their owm ends.” 10

Jrawing from these and other interviews conducced by the writer, it would therefore

H—F'_-':LR
seem that the YSC programme has essentially three aims. /Firstly, on an
e A ——— ] ——
ideological level, it provides Inkatha with the opportunity to inculcate members
T, e e,
cf the Youth Brigade with a strong sense of loyalty and duty towards the 'Zulu
= T _'__h-\""
rafion' - and thereby Buthelezi and Inkﬂthﬂ.-iﬁSEcandly, it provides Imkatha
“ith the means of substantiating Buthelezi's constant threats that Inkatha will
'Pick up the gauptlet' thrown down by its enemies, imagined or otherwise. And
'thirdf;? the 'social reconstruction' aspect - the training in rudimentary rural
-
development skills - is part of the recognition by Inkatha that in order to

e N
retain and attract support,it needs to become more involved in 'bread and butter’

igsues in the communities.

it seems as if the initial phase of the YSC programme has gcne some way in ful-
f£illing these aims. Many of the Amabutho have been placed in various EwaZulu
ddainistration departments and, according to Buthelezi, he is receiving 'good
reports' on their work. Addressing the KLA on the Youth Action Programme,
“<thelezi stated that the Amabutho from the camp have been formed into three
vroups. The Hlanganani Amabutho were involved in 1983 in a water development
rr2ject, and have made 'a notable impact on this communicy’'. In addition,
"nis group organised two regional Youth Groups in their area, which resulted

-~ "youth being activated to become involved in community development work'.
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The Dlangezwa/Nselini Amabutho, which experienced difficulty in being placed in
ecployment after leaving the camp, worked at Ndundulu in 1983 to relieve _
victims of the fire disaster there. . The Ndundulu Fire Disaster Relief Project
vas planned and implemented with this group, and
" their dedication to their work bas shown that
the Emandleni -Matleng Camp succeeded in getting
them imbued with patriotism. "

The Transvaal Amabutho has set up a 'women produced co-operative' in the Vaal
region, and is also developing a glassmaking project as a source of income. It
is also involved in preparing for the inauguration of a multi-purpose co-operative

: 1
to be called Eyethu Intuthuko/Yarona Tshwelopele, meaning 'development is ours'., °°

A second permanent camp at Amatigulu is under comstructiom. It can now
accomodate five hundred students, and according to Mr. Nkehli, director of the
Bureau, in five years' time it will accomodate 3 000 people. It is interesting
to note that the first camp to be held at Amatigulu for a week in December 1983
wvas for young people who would be university studemts in 1984. This has
particular significance in terms of the situation at Ngoye, and the unpopularicy
of Inkatha on the other 'bush' campuses, and it may be the beginning of a new
strategy to ensure a university intake every year of committed Youth Brigade
activists,

There is no doubt that the kind of activities that the 1983 Amabutho have
participated in are constructive, and the potential contribution to various
communities of people with rural development skills is enormous, But the
programme has experienced 'teeching problems' in that YSC members do not receive
any formal qualification, and thus have difficulty in finding jobs - they
certainly canonot all be accommodatedin tne Ulundi bureaucracy, which is whac
Buthelezi suggested at the'graduation' ceremony in 1983, Tie Bureau will thus
be faced with the problem of being unable to find employment for YSC graduactes,
vhile still wanting to keep tight control over the activities that they
become involved in. Furthermore the Youth Brigade resolution in 1980 refered
to 'matriculants and graduates' who would become YSC members; by 1982, however,
this had changed : .
" There are many youth who Hili not be fortunate

enough to remain at school or go to university

after they have completed their schooling.

They will be victims of apartheid in circumscances

beyond their control ... For them, we must have
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a special place. This place is the Emandleni-Matleng
Camp development, "12
It would therefore seem as 1f the Y5C programme is being presented by Buthelezi
as an alternative to formal schooling, in an attempt to solve the unemployment
sroblem and at the same time attract unemployed ycuths to Inkatha.

"eople opposed to Inkatha are wvery distrustful of the YSC because of the stress
yn itras - in Buthelezi's words - a para-military taskforce. 1> The YSC exists

0o carry out the directions of the Commander-in-Chief, and given the role the
newly formed corps played in Ingwavume (following which Inkatha membership is
said by the movement to have gone up by 350 000 ), there is clearly the possibility
»f corps members being used in situations where Inkatha finds it necessary to
vnforce its presence, or else to'maintain order’. If a situation similar to
“he 1980 schools'boycott rose again, for example, there is no doubt that the ¥SC
=ould be called in to keep the pupils at school. At this stage the YSC is
relatively small and no new trainees were taken in to Emandleni-Matleng in

-9E3. The reason for this seems to be that more work needed to be done on the

camp itself, The programme will get under way again in 1984,

“he srigonal elitism proposed for the ¥YSC, as a group of educated young people
=specially chosen for membership and training because of their commitment to
"akatha, seems to have fallen away. Nevertheless, the existence of well trained
:nd disciplined units with absolute lovalty to Buthelezi is a development of
.mmense significance in South Africa as a whole. Despite the tendency for

*ne Ulundi bureaucrats to play down thE para-military aspect of the corps, its
tLructure, the training received by members and the terminology used give the
iistinct impression that the essential aim of the YSC remains that oputlined by
tuthelezi at the 1980 General Conference,

~he development of the YSC represents an explicit move within Inkatha towards
zilitarism, and could also be an attempt to pacify the youth in their impatience
«“ith Inkatha's position on the armed struggle. This chapterhas attempted to
‘escribe the form that this move has taken, and I would argue in conclusion

»nat the significance of the programme lies in the fact that the YSC could be
.sed against progressive groupings in the country. The violence used by Inkatha
:eainst the students at Ngoye this year and ngﬁinstlﬂﬂF supporters at a UDF
zeeting in Hammersdale in November, serve as indicators to suggest that this is
*he case, Buthelezi's conviction that there is a'total onslaught' against

"mkatha could easily lead to the use of violence by ‘the YSC against those who

\re named by Inkathu 15 enemies.
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CONCLUSIOR

—_—
The aims of this project were el:lutiliiy threefold. Firstly, an attemptr has
been made to apply a more rigorous definition to the nature of Inkatha's
populism, and to i{solate and briefly examine what could be categorised as fascist
characteristics of the movement. It was argued that it is historically more
accurate to characterise Inkatha's populism as a conservative or reactionary

nationalism, while it was recognised that more research needs to be done into
this .

It was in this context that the second aim was situated : to discuss the nmature
cf the Youth Brigade. A descriptive account was made of the srructure, function
and some of the activities of the Youth Brigade, and wvhat role it plays within
Inkactha as a wvhole., An attempt was made to highlight the heirarchical nature

cf the movement and the 'ageism' displaved towards the youth.

Thirdly, an attempt was made to examine the interaction between Inkatha, the

Youth Brigade and youth who refuse to accept Inkatha's ideclogy. Out of this
wdiscussion arose a brief examination of the ~Youth Service Corps, the establishment
»f vhich was given impetus by the events in 1980,

This threefold aiz was an attempt to work towards a greater understanding of
-nkatha's approach to the youth, In conclusion, I would argue that the essencial
rask Inxacha sets itself with regard to the youth is to contiain the milictancy -
exiscting or potential - of the youth, and to assert its conservative ideology.

it {s in che execution of this task thar the milicarism, discipline, umity,
patriotism and loyalty demanded of the youth come in.

In the light of the role played by the Youth Brigade at Ngoye in October 1983,

" would argue that, far from the youth pushing the leadership to the lefr, it

is finally beginning to assert its role as defined for it in the Inkatha Comsti-
tut{on, and for which it has been trained, ideoclogically, politically and
practically. While maintaining a facade of negotiation and co-operationm in
‘rder to curry favour with white liberals and conservative groupings, it will
:ontinue to use vioclence against political opponents. It is no coincidence
that Mkhize visited Malawi a few years ago in order to study the Young Pioneers
=re closely. Mafole, Buthelezi et al should not express surprise over the
v.clence at Ngoye, or lament that the youth 'got out of hand' - it is simply
.arrving out its role as vanguard of a movement that specialises in finding
rranents, conspiracies and a'total onslaught' behind every anti-Inkatha sentiment

1ma: is expressed,
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A NOTE ON METHODOLOGY

The nature of this paper is such that muth reliance was placed on information from
interviews, newspaper rapﬁrts and speeches. This does present some problems in terms

of accuracy. Nevertheless, I would argue that this paper does reflect the prevailing
attitude towards the youth in Inkatha,.

The interviews were, on the whole, conducted in an atmosphere conducive to conversation,
and sany of the most interesting comments were made to the writer during informal
gatherings. In addiction, several interviews which are unattributable were conducted
bv the wricer. The reasons givenm for the interviéuees not wishing to be identified
were generally fear of reprisal. Some of the interviews were recorded on tape and
then transcribed by the writer; where this was not possible, notes were taken during
the interview, and then wrictten up in full aftervards. Two of the interviews were
with large groups of pecple (interviews number 6 and 8 in the bikliography), and

while this presented some difficulty for note taking, they were immensely interesting
and valuable since interviewees spoke to each other as well as to the interviewer.

The dissertation as a whole has taken on a different form to that origonally envisaged

by the writer. In order for a thorough study to be done of the Youth Brigade, it

would be necessary for an in-depth study to be made of a number of branches. This

was not possible for this dissertation, since research time available to the writer
coincided with schoole and university vacations. |Nevertheless, it is hoped that this
project has pointed to trends within and characteristics of the Youth Brigade, and

of Inkatha's acttitude towards youth in general.

1t would seem that there are a number of areas which nmeed to be researched. In additionm
to those mentioned in the text, £+ precise nature of Inkatha's brand of populism

needs to be rigorously examined.

Finally, I would argue that the scope of this paper was too broad, vhich has meant that
in places questions were lefr unanswered, or were not posed at all. The chapter

on the schools' boycott, for example, could hase been far longer and more analytical.
As it sctands, it focussed on a very specific time period during the boycott, and made
no reference to the boycott of 'coloured' and 'indian' schools in the greater Durban
area, fo example, or to the boycott in any other areas. This was perhaps necessary
in order to contextualise the boycott in KwaMashu and Umlazi. This paper should
therefore be viewed as general comments on Inkatha's Youth Brigade, with the hope that
further research will be done in this area.
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