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Police round up 1,500 workers at Klool Gold Mine near Westonaria during the recent strike wave on the Rand
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Death strikes as miners face

A BLACK miner, Headman Mazi-
buko of the Transkei, was shot |2
times during the huge wave of strikes
that paralysed the mining industry
during the first week of July.

The story of Headman Maribuko,
who, according to medical sources,
was admitted to a mine hospital with
twelve bullets in him, is one of the
few details of the strike to have
emerged.

At least three of the bullets had
entered through his back and, he
says, many of them hit him while he
was lying on the ground.

The strikes. sparked off by anger

over unexpectedly low pay in-
creases, involved up 1o 70,000
workers on nine gold and platinum
mines belonging to Gold Fields of
South Africa and General Mining
Corporation of South Africa and a
group of coal mines owned by Iscor.

By the end of a week of turmeoil, at
least 10 mine workers lay dead.
scores were injured and hundreds
had been arresied. Thousands more
were bussed off to the homelands.
Exact figures have not been re-
leased.

Although such unrest has occurr-
ed rep=aicdly on the mines, these

figures indicate that the sirikes were
some ol the biggest and most
significant since the massive mine
workers™ strike of 1946, )
They began only hours aller
workers were told officially of the
annual pay increases set by the
Chamber of Mines the lowes!
percentage increase in flive years.
The increase, sel arbitrarily by the
chamber, was 119 for surface
workers and 12% for underground
workers, compared to last July's
increases of 150 and 209;. With
inflation at about 169 this means
miners would be taking a significant

bullets, batons and teargas

drop in their real incomes.

Al lcast three mining groups
Anglo-American, Consolidated In-
vestments (JC1) and Rand Mines
arc thought to have granted a higher
increasce than this.

These three groups were not hit by
he strikes.

One of the miners. Shimane
Deetsang from Wildeheeslontein
Mine, has described what happened:
*We had decided not Lo go to work
and were striking because the pay
increcase was nol enough.”’

IDectsang said he earncd up to
R200 a month and had received only

Square claims another detainee’s life

AS SASPLU National was going 1o
print, & 21 year old detainee was
found dead in his cell at John
Vorster Square.

According to a police statement
Ernest Dipale was found hanged by
a strip of cell blanket at 12.13am on
Sunday, August 8.

Lawyers acting for the Dipale
family have reported that the young
Ernest was detained three days
before his death.

This is the second political death
at John Vorster Square since the
beginning of the year, only six
months after trade unionist Neil
Aggett's death in detention. Dipale
was a former fellow detainee of
Appett.

He was detained in October 1981,
released in January this year and

redeiained on August 6.

His family’s lawyers have said an
attempt 1o shoot Dipale was made
two days before security police
arresied him. Earlier this year an
assasination attempt was made on
his sister in Botswana.

The last time Dipale’s family saw
him was on August 6 when security
police brought him to their house to
conduct a search. Dipale’s father has
said police had taken the only
picture of his son from the family
album.

Meanwhile the acting com-
missioner of police, Lieutenant-
General Johan Coetzee has an-
nounced that Dipale made ‘“a
confession to a magistrate’ hours
before his death and was to appear
in court o face ‘several charges’

under the Internal Security Act the
following day.

Dipale’s parents and lawyers said
they knew nothing of a scheduled
court appearance, nor did they
know of any charges being brought
against him.

In response to Dipale’s death, the
Detainees’ Parents Support Com-
mittee (DPSC) has released a
statement calling for the scrapping
of all security laws and the un-
conditional releasi of all detainees.

According to the DPSC Dipale is
the 53rd person to have died in
detention and the 16th to be found
hanged in his cell.

The statement said:*We have been
repeatedly told by the authorities
that the health, safety and well being
of detainees are the r ibility of

the Security Police and that mea-
sures taken are adequate. '

*Yet another death in detention,
the 53rd by our count. serves fo
expose the barbarlsm of the de-
tention laws.’

The closed system of visits by
State-appointed doctors and in-
spectors would never protect de-
tainees against excessive pressures
from police interrogators, the state-
ment said.

*Any person held in total isolation
from the outside world and at the
complete mercy of his captors will
have his life at risk.

*As predicted. the new Internal
Security Act. on which the ink has
not yet dried, has produced -no
improvement in the sale-guarding of
detainees.’

an extra R6 in his pay packet that
day.

“We were not lighting, just making
a noise and were surprised to sec the
police come. We were just sitting
and waiting when they called the
police.

*| saw they were using teargas, so |
ran to get a cloth and some water to
cover my mouth. When | came out
of my room | was shot. That's all |
remember,” he said.

IMcetsang was admitled to a mine
hospital with multipie  buckshot
wounds on the top of his back. He s
now [ully paralysed lrom the waist
down and his arms are partially
paralyscd.

Another picture of the outbreak
of unrest on July 2 was painted by
the manager of West Driecfontein
Minc, one of the lirst and biggest Lo
be clused by the sinke.

He said a night of violence began
alter 4,000 workers Irom the Num-
ber 2 compound had reflused o gote
work and had gathered at the
compound gates chanting lor the
compound manager.

When he came, he saw they were
militant, so he called in securiy.

“The miners were warned 1o
disperse to their rooms and told Lo
send a delegation to speak (o the
compound manager. When they
failed to do this, teargas was used.’
he said.

Mine security guards, with dogs,
batons and plasuc shields, then
swepl through the compound in a
*show ot force’. according to the

Continued on page J
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ANC three
sentenced to

death In
Pretoria trial

THRIE ANC mwen were Tound
gty ol treason aml sentenced 1o
death an the Pretona Supreme Court
o Awgast Gth, 1 liesy were comvicted
o charges ol high treason amd
altcrnatinve  charges ol murder.
terrorsm, robbery and possession ol
arms, ¢splosives and ammumiion,
helle Simon Mogoerane(21).
Jerry Semano Mosoloi (25) and
Marcus Thaho Motaung (27)
appeared before Justice Curlewis in
the Pretoria Supreme Court. In
judgement, Justice Curlewis and
two assessors said they were satislicd
the three accused were members of

Nusas festival
focuses on
Education

FIUCATION WEAPON and
Towl was the theme ol a MNusas
festival held at Wits university last
muonth.

Addressing  delegates on the
theme. Wits lecturer, David Web-
ster said.  Democrats and  pro-
gressives who wish Lo operaie in the
sphere ol education have a responsi-
hiliny tochallenge the gualny of ther
cducation.”

“I'hey must do this lrom a position o
strength they have w be well-

A
David Webster
armed with knowledge and succesa-
ful organisation on the campus,
From ths position of strength
thev™se ot 1o lorge allianees with
those democratic groups who arc in
a position to bring about progressive
change in the broader socicny .’

The lestival consisted ol seminars.
papers and panel discussions to-
pether with  much  informal  de-
hate and discussion, Representatives
from Nusas, Azaso and Cosas led a
panel discussion on the education
struggle.

Papers presented st the Testival
included one on “Black Conscious-
ness and the history of the studemt
movement’, *The role of the n-
tellectual in the struggle Tor demo-
cracy” and “Post-university involve-
ment’. There was a great degree ol
participation by most delegates in
dincussions and seminars and a
productive ¢xchange of lleas took
place.

*The task facing us now.” said
MNusas Presddent Jonty Jolle, is to
strengthen our bhase, 1o further
educate ourselves and to tighten
discipline and our organisation.”

the ANC whose purpose wis o
overthrow  the  government by
wuslent means,

On the last davs of the tnal the
court was packed and the trialists
entered the court roam -;int_'inlt g
with clenchod Tists iaisacld,

Lhe charges against the three
were that they underwent- mahitary
training  in ANC camps  and
ililtrated South Adrica. They hid
armes, ammumbion and lellow ANC
members imside the country.

Mogoerane and Motaung were
comvicted with being imvohved in the
attacks on the Moroka and Orlando
police stations  in Sowete,  The
charges of murder and attempted
murder related to policemen injured
and killed during these attacks.

Mosololi was charged lor his

alleped involvement in the attack on
the railway line near New Canada
Station an Mav 1981,
) Motaung. Mosololi and
Mogocrane were charged with
taking part in the attack on the
Waonderboom  police stalion n
December 1981 when  policemen
were kilked and injured amd a car was
'qlllll.'ll.

I he accused were also charged
with using an underground base,

Ihe accused had pleaded not
puilty 1w the chaiges, but Lad
admitted attacks on the three police
stations, the Capial Park Sub-
station and the New Canada
rilaay,

An ANC member, who  had
defected w0 the securnity police
deycribed the arrest ol Motaung and
said that he had shot the accused in
the hip. Motaung received no
hospital treatment for two days alier
he was shot.

he tnal wok a dramatic turn
when a state witness, who cannot be
named, dened @ statement  than
linked Motaung with a Valiant car
that was allegedly stolen during the
Wonderboom attack. He wld the
courl that he knew nothing aboul
the car and sad. *l was drunk and
did not make the statement volun-
tarily.”

Allegatwons of torture were made
against Captain Visser of  the
Security Police by Mr Jack Uinter-
halter, 50 0 his cross examination
ol the wilness,

Visser had told the court of his
arrest of Mogocrane and Mosololi
on an island hideout near Ham
manskraal. Unterhalier alleged that
Visser had put a wet plastic hag over
Maosololi's head which nearly sul-
[ocated him, One of Visser's cul-
leagues had given the order lor a
police dog 1o bite Mosololi.

Unterhalter said Mosoloh and
Mogocrane had been subjecied to
electric shocks and alleged a wooden
pole was inserted between Mogoe-
ranc's legs and arms o suspend him
between a chair and wable while
being interrogated.

The trial is continuing.
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Banned Beyers’ car hit again

THE BOMB that damaged the car

of banned cleric Dr Beyers Naude

was planted by an e xpert, say police.
A small device ex ploded under the
car while it was being serviced by a
friend in Bosmont at the emd of
June. -
The friend. Chris Peilman, phon-
ed the police immediately after

finding the car burning but they only
arrived two days later to investigate

the explosion.

Peilman felt certain that the
attack was direcied at Dr Naude, as
the attackers ignored a number of
olher cars that would have been
easier to bomb.

This is not the first time that Dr

Maude has been the victim of a right
wing atiack. In addition 1o other_
forms of victimisation, two petrol
bombs were thrown at his car in*

1978.
Dr Naude was banned in October

1977. He was ihe leader of the
('hristian Instituie which was one of
the 22 organisations banned at the
same time.

k e

Wilson Rowntree workers protest against black-listing

Sweet campaign on
despite intimidation

SAAWLE OFFICIALS in Fas
London can’t get away from Wilson
Rowntree. The new South African
Albed Workers” Union odlices are
directlv behind  the Wilson
Rowntiee lactory: they can see and
simell the sweels being made even
day.

However the smell of Peppermum
Crisp and Toll o'lux has not
templed the workers at Wikson
Rowntree 1o give up their demand
tor reinstatement and recognition of
their union.

AL o revent nuss mevting in Fast
London. the workers called on
peaple  around the country 1o
continue boseotling Wilson
Rowntree products,

Reports showed  heartening
support of  the boyeotl  from
overseas unions and other

Progressive  groups.

Fhe mecting's main speaker was
Honsile Norushe, the East |.ondon
branch sccretary of the Alrican
Food and Canning Workers” Union.
who had just been released from
detention.

Witness jailed in first Ciskei Terror trial

A WITNESS in Cisker’s first
Terrorism Act trial in Zwelitsha was
sentenced 1o two-and-a-hall years
imprisonment for refusing to take
the oath and give evidence.

He was calied to give evidence in
the tral of Tour Mdanisane men,
Mabhone Duna (3 ). Dumisani Man-
inpwa (M), Bavi Keve (52) and
Luvanda Mavekiso (23). The wit-

ness sand be knew nothing and had

been forced 1o make a statement.
The accused are charged with
parlicipating in lerrorist activitics,
heing members of the ANC and
possessing banned literature.
Another witness has given evi-
dence, although he refused 1o take
the oath because it was against his
uphrin;mg and religious beliels.
He alleged be was assaulted with
open hands and cheached fists b

East London security police. He haa
sustained a damaged cardrum. he
said.

During May last year he had
accompaniecd a man who  had
distributed leallets in Mdantsane.
I'he man sad the leallets were 1o

. discourage people from celehraung

Republic Day. the witness said.

e il comianes

He called on workers Lo persevere
in the struggle lor their nghis. * o
win a recognition agreement s md
enough’, he said. *This musi not be
scen as an end in o isell as
circumstances change and workers
need 1o strive lor democracy.”

The mecting condemned - the
detention of Saaww  olficials
Fhosamile Gygweta, Sisa Njikelane
and Sam Kikine. "Our leadersare n
jail because—ol our strength. sa
Morushe.

A Saawun ollicial sad the Ciker
government  acts  harshly - agains
workers in Mdantsane. "UOn the
wockends, the Ciskeir police engage
in door-to-dour raids. People with
pmon cards are arrested and so are
people who wear polincal T-shiry’,
he saud pointing Lo someone wearing
a umon V-shirt.

Saawu  ofhemls  reninded  the
meeting of the 205 people detained
last vear for singing Ireedom songs,
They appealed to the workers not lo.
sing freedom songs as they en-
tered Mdantsane. which is in the
Cisker. “The Csken government uses
us o make money last time we
had 1o pay R0 in liney', sawd one
ullical.

Workers abo protested  against
blacklisting. * 'he Cisker department
ol Manpower operiales as @
bluckhisting apency”. said one
speaker. “Workers imvolwed in
strikes may never get jobs again.
This way especially true an the
i :ht-:nf){':lm, he smd. where
uncmpleyment is high. *The Wilson
Rowntree workers won't get other
jobs and so they see a victory lor
themselves as a viclory  agains
hlackhstmg .

(‘ontinued from page |

mine manager. Security guards and™
miners Clashoed repeatediy Ut mgin
and by dawn four miners lay deady”

Al the suthreak of the siribe min
management and police respondeu”™
immediately with the explanation,
that it was camsad b a fow
intimidators who were dissatisfied-
with the pay increases. Gold Fields
direcctor, Colin Fenton, esven saud
that one  flarc-up was  “straight
tribal’. -

Hut this docs not explain why so
many noners were invelved over
such a wide arca and why onh
cerlain mining companics  nola-
biv those with o reputation lor
paying less than other mines  were
allecied.

Another lactor hikely 1o have
compounded  dissatislfaction  with
the increase was the difference in pay
between black workers of dillerent
calcgorics one of the most
freguent causes ol dissatisfaction in
the past. This year the gap between
the majority of black workers in the
lower  categories and  the “leam
leaders” and more shilled workers in
the higher categores increased.

The lact that the miners are all
migrant workers, living in cramped
compounds with no Lmily lile, must
also be taken into account. As one
mine official. speaking unofTicially.
put itz "Of course, the truth is that as
long as we have migrant labour, we
will probably have unrest.”

ANC appeal to be

heard next month

THE APPEAL of three men
convicted of treason in August last
year, s 1o take place on September J
in the Bloemiontein Appeal Court |

Antony Bobby Tsoltsobe (25).
Johannes Shabangu (26) and David
Moise (25) were sentenced to death
for their part in sabolage operations.

Tsotsobe was sentenced lor par-
ticipating in the attack on the
Booysens police station and on the
Dube railway station; Shabhangu for
his involvemen in the attack on a
South African policeman’s home
near Malclani, Barbeton: and Moise
for participating in the attack on
Sasol 1 and for returning 1o South
Alrica o gather information for g
sevend attack on Sasol.
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State still
to decide
on fate of
Saawu men

UNCERTAINTY SURROUNDS
the future of Sam Kikine, general
secretary of the South African
Allied Workers Union (SAAWLU).
*Major A Conwright. said during the
Fine trial on the previous day thal
Kikine was to be taken to the
Eastern Cape and charged with
Thozamile Gygweta and- Sisa
Njikelane.

Kikine's eight-month detention
has been marked by a series of legal
wrangles.

And the lengthy detentions of his
two colleagues, Saawu president
Thozamile Ggweta and Saawu vice-
president Sisa Njikelane, have also
been unusual.

Kikine was detained in Durban on
November 27 last year under
Section 22 of the General Laws
Amendment Act. Two weeks later,
he was held in terms of Section Six
of the Terrorism Act: which calls for
detainees to be held in solitary
conlinement with no access to the
outside world.

In March this year, he was
admitted to the psychiatric unit of
the St Augustine Hospital in Dur-
ban, where he was under police

guard.
Sometime after his discharge
. from hospital, he was transferred 1o

Johannesburg. His lawvers do not
- know exactly when.

On June 28, he appeared in the
Johannesburg Regional Court (o-
gether with Ggweta and Njikelane in
connection with charges under the
Terrorism Act. Details of their
charges were not disclosed.

Gyweta and Njikelane were told
they would be transferred 1o Gra-
hamstown for trial, and Kikine was

told he was being transferred 1o |

Durban for trial.

-The three men left the court -- but
30 minutes later, Kikine was re-
turned to court, where he was told
the charges against him_had been
withdrawn. _

He was immediately redetained
and transferred to Durban in police
cusiody. His lawyers do not know
under which law he was detained,
but presume it was Section Six of the
Terrorism Act.

The next day, June 29, he
appeared in the Durban Magi-
strate’s Court, where he was told his
cas¢ had been remanded until July
13. He appeared in connection with
2 charge under the Terrorism Act,
but no details of charges against him
WETe given.

Kikine was returned to police
custody. and police said he was
being held in terms of Section 12(a)
of the Internal Security Act, the
refusal of bail clause,

Meanwhile, his lawyers applied 1o
have the trade union leader released
on bail. When he appeared in court
on July 13 he was told his bail

_application had been successful, and
that he was being released on R500
bail.

He was told to appear in court
again on August 6.

Legal sources said it was unusual
for an accused due to face a
Terrorism Act charge to be released
on bail. :

~ When Ggweta and Njikelane
appeared in a Grahamstown court,
the magistrate told them he has no
jurisdiction over thew case, and that
they were being transferred to East
London.

They are duetoappear again inan
East London court next month.

Another Saawu oflice-bearer,
Eric Mtonga, has been in detention
under secunty laws since lale last

year.

Gawu's Samson Ndow ... *Dummy bodies can do nothing about howsing,
security and comfort™

Mass meeting
says down
with PW’s
puppet show

MORE THAN 1 500 people unani-
mously passed a resolution rejecting
the proposals of the President’s
Council at an anti-South African
Indian Council meeting in |.enasia
this month,

“The PC has been projected as an
instrument  of reform  which s
supposed to bring about meaninglul
change lor the coloured and Indian
people.” said Anti-SAIC Commitiee
chairman Dr Essop Jassan,

“Itis however nothing more than
an attempl Lo create the impression
that the Botha Government is
interested " in  bringing aboul real
change.’

“The vast majority of the country’s
people have been ignored. Home-
lands are provided for the Alrican
people. The proposals are thus
mercly a sophisiticated form of
divide-and-rule tactics.’ :

Dr Jassat said that the PC was an
undemocratic body because the
people serving on it were hand-
picked. *

*Another reason why we reject the
PC proposals is because it provides
fora State President with dictatorial
powers.” he said. ‘Political power
will be removed lrom parliament.”

“The exccutive president  wall
select the Prime Minister and his
Cabinet. The president also has the
power Lo sack Cabinet members and
dissolve  parliament. This s a
dictatorship as | see .’

The PC also recommends that
cach residential area has ils own
local councils. *These councils will

have no real power,' said Jassal.
“They will deal only with adminis-

_ tration.’

“This means we have to solve the
many problems that we are not
responsible for in the first place. It
also diverts responsibility for hous-
ing from the central government.”

He attacked the PC's proposals
for retaining the Group Arcas Act.
“It does not reject the principles of
compulsory segregation,’ he said.

Students launch blueprint

PREPARATIONS FOR the draw-
ing up of an education charter have
taken a new turn with the election of
a Steering Committee to initiate and
co-ordinate the campaign.

The Steering Commitiee, made
up of representatives from different
centres thrfoughout the country, was
elected at the recent Azaso congress
o consult with student, community
and labour groups to prepare for an
education conference at the end of
the year. This will involve a wide
spectrum of organisations in ac-
cordance with Azaso’s policies.

"At the education charter con-
ference.' said am Araso spoke-
person “all these organisations will
meel Lo draw up a plan of action for
the campaign’.

At the moment’, he said, ‘the
campaign is in a stage where people
are sharpening themselves up theo-
retically, consulting different groups
on how the campaign should be run
and also working on the kind of
issues which can be taken up on the
various campuses as a build-up to
the charter’.

The charter campaign, decided on
at the end of last year, has been
jointly launched by Azaso (the
Azanian Students’ Organisation and
Cosas (the Congress of South

African Students).

Azaso students have already
caucused the wdea on vanous cam-
puses and at the congress report-
backs confirmed a need lor students
to formulate a common set of
educational demands.

The charter campaign is also
important, they said, as a rallying
point to mobilise students and to
make student structures more mass
based.

-Said Azaso president Joe Phaah-
la. “In the past demands for changes
were neither co-ordinated nor con-
solidated. The only way to develop
an alternative in education in South
Africa is to involve students in
formulating an education charter.

The process will inevitably be as
important as the charter itsell — if
not of more value”,

“The education charter could act
as a barometer against which
students could measure current
educational reforms 1o see how far
they contribute to meeting their
basic demands’, said one report.

All delegates stressed that edu-
cation cannol be séen apart from the
rest of society and the demands
made in an education charter could
only be met in a democratic South
Africa.

A resolution to launch a national
campaign to identify, consolidate
and popularise the demands ol the
majority and to embody these
demands in an education charter
was passed.

“The education charter should be
sEEn us an attempl to consolidate the
demands and lessons of the *76 and
‘B0's experience’, said an Araso
spokesperson.

Expanding on this point, a Cosas
representative said, “In 1976 stu-
dents were not clear about what type
of education they wanted — whether
they wanted the education given to
whites, that offered 1o their fore-
fathers or a fundamentally different
kind".

He said students also needed 1o
formulate a documend  oullining
their basic demands because ‘the
government is embarking on cos-
metic changes in the educational
field to counter progressive organi-
sations. Students need a yardstick
against which to measure, analyse
and expose these so-called changes'.

*The education charter is -im-

- portant’, he said, 'because it will be

democratically formulated and de-
mocratically adopted and so will
embody the minimum education
demands of the people’.

“I'he Group Arcas Act is the very
cornersione ol the policy ol apari-
hewd. Insicad the proposals recom-
mend a Group Arcas Act Board.”

Jassal said the limitations of the
proposals were thus clear: *It is
proposing nothing more than a
powerless and ethnic parliament.”

Jussat said the demands of the
people were made known long ago
by the Freedom Charter drawn up in
1955 in Kliptown at the Congress ol
the People. '

He sad the demands were:
® o nativnal convention;
® universal lranchise in a single
parhament;
®  decent housing For all;
® ihe right 1o live where we please:
® [ree, non-racial and relevant
education; and
& gyuitable land distrubution.

Jussat said the PC does nid even
meel the minimum demands of the
people.

He sad “grassroots, democratic
organisations” such ak trade unions
and  residents” - associations  have
heen lormed 1o work towards this.

“The present government will not
change,” he said. *The only aller-
nalive is o actively Oppase  ils
pobicies, The road o freedom and
justice is not casy.’

Rev  Cecil, Begbie, the vice-
chairman ol the Witwatlersrand
Council of Churches, said the 1O
was an attempt o fool people, “HBut

apartheid is  evil through and.
through,” he said.
"Any altempt - o brng about

change within the Immework ol the
svstem of apartheid s doomed 1o
fwil. It has 1o be scrapped. We can
already see the cracks in apartheid.”

“We will not be divided. All people
are created egual and should be
granted eygual freedom. | cannol see
Giod giving any support Loa political
system which denies basic rights to
all people.”

The president ol the General and
Allied Workers™ Union (Gawu),
Samson Ndou, said SAIC members
know they can do  absolutely
nothing about “housing. security and
comlort”.

‘Such institutions must be ex-
posed and totally rejected by those
who uphold the principles of demao-
cracy,” he said, “Workers will also
continue to fight for a democratic
South Africa.’ .

“The wealth of this country must
he shared by all who work for it. The
union leaders are not agitators, Bad
working conditions are themselves
agiators.’

Ndou also attacked "the criminal
role of America in Israel and South
Alrica.

From what we see of the Reagan
government’s policy of genocide in
Lebanon, we don't want them here
in South Africa’, he said.

The crowd stood for a minute's
silence in sympathy with the
Palestinian people,

Helen Joseph. whose banning
order expired in June, was wel-
comed with a standing ovation and
presented with a garland. There was
an emotional scene when she and
Ama Naidoo, mother of the jailed
Anti-SAIC member Prema Naidoo,
embraced each other.

Helen Joseph s a hsied person
and may not be quoted. She was the
first person to be placed under house
arrest in South Africa in 1962. She
was [irst banned in 1957,
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Key to student
strength is to
organise and
consolidate

ORGANISING and consolidating
the student movement is the main
task Tacing Asaso in the coming
vear

This was the kev miewsage ol
speakers and delegates at the recent
Avaso [ Azsaman Students Organi-
sation) congress in Hammanskraal,
Pretoria, who saw the 1982 theme
Tducanon Towards Democracy” as
a sehicle e rally active student
support and mass participation.

he congress, attended by onver
MO students  was  seen as oan
important bindmark tor Azaso as il
was the first time representatives
from every black wniversity and
black students [rom all liberal
campuses had attended an Azaso
CUMEress,

Speakers pinpointed  repression
and relorm as o means o curb
student activity and to ercate an ill-
informed  and  co-opted  studeni
mass, Azaso saw this as a major
challenge lacing students today and
one that could only be met
Erassrools organisation.

*For such organisation’, said one
speaker, "we don’t need powerlul

speakers as much as we need creative -

OFRAMSCrs

In his opening address, Araso
president Joe Phaahla, re-clected lor
a sccond lerm at the congress, said
repression and reform are corner-
stones of the state’s response o
democratic organisalions.

Helorm, he said, was an atlempt
to divide the people by creating
forums [or collaborators within the
svsleim.

While this strategy could easily be
seen in the Presidents Council and
local administration bodies, he said.
“whether to be part of the oppressive
system or part of the oppressed
majerity” was also a major challenge
lacing black students today.

“Because those ol us who reach
university are a selected few out ol
the majonty, we become the natural
targets lor the system'’s methods off
privilege and ideological control’, he
said.

‘Money is poured into the uni-
versilics o make sure we come oul
helicving we are privileged. dilferemt
from the rest of our community and
are thus alienated from them.”

He said students must change all
privileges  into  instruments Lo
sirengthen the struggle Tor demo-
Cracy.

In his walk on student involve-
menl. former  executive member
Aaron Motswaledi said  because
demands on students of the B0's are
greater than ever belore, students
must organise around issucs that
elfect them directly as well as outside
NS LIS,

Muotswaledi suid the student of the
BO0's is different from the student ol
the 70°s having gaimed direction
(rom learning and experience.

ludents have realised workers
and not themselves are the vanguard
ol the struggle and so they have
laken on a more supportive rode’, -

“Stronger links have also been
forged with the communily as
students now sce that the education
struggle cannot be secparated from
the broader struggle for change in
socicly’,

He sawd this understanding and
the emphasis on mass based organi-
sation and democratic  decision
making meant students were now
concerned with continuous involve-
pwenl. no  longer conlining their
viivities 1o hoveolls.

*The state has also had 1o lind new
strategies (o cope with the students
of the B0, he said. “The Verwoerd
strategy that blacks he “kept from
the green pastures of the Europeans
where they are not allowed 1o grase'
has changed.

*Kelorm has become a kevword in
total strategy today’. he said, “amd
cducation i~ now the main relorm
towod wsed o comtain student activity,
Kelorm aims 1o build a strong
middle class as o huller sone and 1o
divide the commuminy”

He said relorm on  university
campuses goes hand in hand with
repression. CRepression  operates
through academic structures with
the university ad ministration taiking
over the role of the secuniy police.”

Motswaledi said some of  the
lorms  this ‘academic terrorm’
takes are:
®  Admin imposes SRO constitut-
s unacceplable 1o stodents
®  Stodents are secured Irom out-
side contact. They have 1o get
permission 1o sell publications and
material and 1o bring outside
speakers onto their campus. This
vear., Asaso president Joe Phaahla
was nol allowed to address students
al Medunsa because ‘it would not
henelit the students’ and at Fort

Hare speakers are only permited il

their “christian credentials can be
identilied’.

‘We need creative organisers’
Aaron Motswaledi

® Exams are scheduled for com-

memoration days so that s
difficult for students to take part.

These  restrictions  and  intimi-
datory methods allowed for the
creation of an ill-informed and co-
opled student body. he said. and this
was why students needed to organise
around these immediate issues.

Reports from the various cam-
puses covered student struggles over
the past year and showed that a
major issuc [acing the studentsal the
black wuniversitics of Medunsa,
Spova, Turlloop and Fort Hare was
establishing  student structures
which were hoth representative and
acceptable to students.

‘The lack of SRCs on these
campuses seriously effects studemt
organisation’. said one speaker.

A Fort Hare representative said
during the recent boycotl there had
been an urgent need for a SRC o
make communication between stu-
dents casier. Instead students had
had to rely on an interim committee
to il this gap.

{ther speakers at the congress
included Paul Davids of the Natal
Indian Congress and John Lazar,
president of the South African
Students Press Union.

A resolution condemned the
Swarsiland land deal with South
Africa and called on both govern-
ments to accede to the people’s nght
to live in the land of their birth.

Other motions on  cducation,
women. lorced removals and gradu-
ation ceremonics were passed at the
CUNEress. '

-Jl.h

Helen Juseph addresses meeting after her hanning order expired

LY

&

Another banning ends for Helen

HELEN JOSEPH. South Africa’s
veleran of resstance pohitics recent-
Iv completed a two year banming
order,

AL 77, the expiry of her Latest
banning order lollows a long line ol
detention. trials. jailings,  house
arrest and harassmenl spanning a
yuarter ol a cenlury.

Helen Joseph has the dstinction
ol being the first person 1o be placed
under house arrest in South Alfica.
Following her house arrest in
October 1962, she was forced to lead
a solitary dusk 1o dawn existence
and deprived of visits by friends.

Even when she became critically
ill with cancer in 1971, special
permission had 1o be oblained 1o

Helen is garlanded at Lenasia
prolest meeting
allow her 1o go o hospital for an
emergency operation.
Helen Joseph was involved in the
Congress ol Democrats and was

seerclary of the Federation of South
African Women in the 1950's. She
was one ol the 156 people arrested
and put on treal Tor treason in 1957,

However charges against her were
dropped and those charged were
woyunied alver a marathon tnal.

She is also listed w hich means that
she cannot be quoted nor can she
write artickes or publish.

A [niend of hers said: “Through all
these years lelen has retained her
firm convictions. spuken out when
she could and expressed her belief in
the determination ol South Alrica’s
people to struggle lor a non-racial
democratic country  where the
people will govern.”

Women come together at Wits

HELEN JOSEPH delivered her first
public address since her recent
unbanning to a crowd of over thiee
hundred at the Nusas Women's
Conlerence.

The four-day conference. the first
ever of its kind. focussed on
women's oppression and their posi-
tion and role in society.

The conference ¢unsisied ot talks
by academics, students and union-
mis:  discussion groups: movies:

workshops and videos.

One of the most uselul papers was
on the role of women in the
liberation struggles of China. Cuba,
Morambiyue and Zimbabwe. The
paper highlighted some of the gains
and changes that have taken place in
socialist counirics as regards the
position of women. It also pointed
to a lack of advancement in certain
aspects of women's status in these
countries.

Azaso launches committee
to focus on women

AN INTERIM committee to look
into women's oppression and the
possibility of forming an Avaso
Women's Movement was clected at
the recent Aranian Students Organi-
sation Congress in Hammanskraal.

Following much discussion on
Organising women on campuscs, the
congress passed a resolution 1o elect
the investigating commiltes,

A spokesperson lor the committee
said women lace particularly harsh
forms of oppression.

‘On a broad level they share the
oppression of the community and
workers. but they are also oppressed
by the sexist attitudes of our society”.

“They are brought up to believe
they arc inferior 1o men and must be
passive and subordinate themselves,

She said women also have little
legal protection, are a large part of
the unemployed and have difficuliy
in lorming trade unions.

Because of these problems and the
resulting general lack of women
participating in organisations.
Araso students felt it necessary 1o
look o drawing campus women

Inte an orgamsalion.

The interim commillee™s
objectives are two-fold:
® To make women understand
how and why they have come into
the situation they lind themselves in.
“This can be achiesed”, said the
spokesperson, il women Torge links
wilh progressive women's
organiations and so continue the
struggle for the democratic rights of
women.”

® o help women deline issues
that they should take up buth in
their organisations and in other
arcas ol the struggle.

One of the highlights of 1he
conlerence was an cvening dis-
cussion on "Organising Women in
the Trade Unions’. Francis Baard
and several other unionists spoke 1o
a packed lecture theatre on the triple
oppression of black working-class
women. It s dillicult 10 organise
women in unions, they said, because
ol tReir vppression both at work and
by their husbands at home.

A focus on women's organisation
in South Africa covered the De-
lance and Anti-pass Campaigns.
and speakers from the United
Women's Organisation in Cape
Town and the Women's Federation
in the Transvaal discussed their

organisalions.
Sociologist, Jacky Cock, in a
paper on “Women and Health

commenied on the fact that con-
trucepuion and abortion are with-
held by a male-dominated medical
profession in capitalist countrics.
Thus, she said. women have lost the
right to control their own bodies.

During an evaluation session of
the conference people felt it had
been highly productive as a forum to
discuss women’s issues and bhring
together people involved in organis-
ing women Lo look at problems and
new horizons for South Alrica'’s
wOomen.

Lone Lillian faces charges

AFTER SPENINING eight months
in custody, Lillan Keagile was
reflused bail by a Johannesburg
magistrate.

Lillian Keagile (24) was detained
on November 1K last year and held
under security  legislation  helore
being charged. She is alleged 10 have
belonged 1o a banned organsation
but there are no details ol the

charges.

Her delence in reguesting bail sawd
il seemed that the police would never
complete their investigations. Bail
was opposed by the Allorney-
General in the interests of State,
security and the maintcnance of law
and order.

Keagiles trial was remanded 1o
August 12,
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THE EASTERN Cape has I"I."ET.‘I'IIJj-'
been shaken by a work stoppage at
all Port Elizabeth and Uitenhage
mor assembiy plants

The dispute lasted thirteen days
alter about 13,000 workers walked
out during Industrial  Council
negotiations alter emplovers relused
tey budge from a mimimum pay offer
of R215 an hour,

Ihe wnion initially demamnded a
mimimum wage of R1.50 an hour,

but moderated their demands. w

K250 an haviai

AL mass mechings  however
wirkers decided 1o return 1o work
on condition that ¢employers mect
thewr demands later or lace more

strikes,
Shop stewards warned workers
nol to give management the

opportunity  to dismiss them ‘“on
their own volition”. Workers would
continue to press for their pay
demands, but their strength lay
within the factory.

About 3000 OGeneral Motors
workers asscmbled outside the
firm®s giant premises in Kempston
Road and demanded 1o be let in,

Shop stewards argued with stern-
faced security guards to open the
gates but they said the plant would
not open.

As workers pressed against the
gates, hundreds streamed back into
Kempston Road blocking tralfic.
Afler about two hours they returned
v,

Workers also gathered outside
Ford's four motor plants and at
Volkswagen in Uitenhage.

At Ford’s eogine plant a shop
steward argued heatedly with -the
plant manager.

‘Uur univn representatives have
reported back that the company
would not negotiate wages because
we are oul on strike. meanwhile we
are nol.;” he shouted. "l is the
company that is locking us out”.

The plant manager told workers
that no discussion [or a return to
work had taken place so far and the

Mark Kaplan
sent packing

EX-DETAINEE. Mark Kaplan was
given an hour to pack before heing
deported to Zimbabwe.

Police arrived at his home on
August 3 and told him to leave or go
to jail until he agreed 1o leave. No
rcason was given for  his  de-
Jportation.

A
¥a.
Detained, now deported

Kaplan worked lor the Com-
munity Video Resource Association
in Cape Town. He was detained at
the end of 1981 for 51 days.

A group of Tamily and [nends
including about 20 UCT students
Eathered at the airport to see Mark
ofl.

Ata UCT SRC meeting. a motion
was passed expressing solidarity
with Kaplan. It said that Mark
wanied to expose the unjust nature
of our sociely and he chose 1o do so
through his work in the media. The
SRC motion saw his deportation as
an attempt by the state to “shipaway
people it sees as a threat.’

The UCT Principal also registered
a vigorous protest against Kaplan's
deportation.

plant remained closed lor the day.

After talks with shop stewards
later in the week, Volkswagen began
partial production on Friday July 23
and production at General Motors
resumed after the weekend.

Ford announced plans to re-open
their Cortina and engine planis

“where the majority of the 1800

workers are members of a rival
wnion  the Motor Assembly and
Component Workers” Union of
South Africa (Macwusa) which has
not backed the pay strike,

However a deadlock on the return
to work procedure between Ford
and Naawu delayed the re-opening
of two of the lour plants.

I'he union charges that its
members have been locked out ol
the plants since they downed tools
ncarly a fortnight previously.
Management says they have been on
strike throughoul the period.

The i1ssue reached a climax when
the union gave Ford a writlen
warning (rom lawvers that it would
seck a count order to have ils gales
re-opencd.

The allected Ford workers
initially refused 1o accept an
arrangement that only a limited
number of workers in oa  vital
department should return o day
belore the others. The dispute ended
alter workers accepted Ford's offer
te re-open another depariment
accommaodating 300 workers,

Labour obscrvers believe that by
demanding an assurance from the
union that its members will go back
1o work, rather than with shop
stewards on the factory floor, the
union will be held responsible i
members decide to go on strike
again for their demands.

They have also warned that the
major molor manufacturers are
altempting to obstruct and hinder
the growth of Naawu., They say
workers in non-unionised lirms or
firms with weak union membership

L
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Flashback to 1980 Ford strikes. This year thousands of motor workers have gone on sirike to demand higher wages

have been given large pay increascs
while demands in unioni firms
have been rejected by managemend.

Ford. General Motors and
Volkswagen are refusing 1o budge
from a 7.5 per cent increase in basic
pay. from R2 an hour to R2.15 an
hour. The union is demanding R2.50
an hour rising 25 cenis every six
months.

Al Sigma. where Naawu has more
than half the workers signed up and
elected shop sicwards in the plant,
the firm grantcd an |8 percent
increase. But at two other Pretoria

modor Tirms. Datsun Nissan and
BMW. where union membership i
low and the unions are strugghing to
build up membership. employees
have awarded high pay increases.

Al BMW, where the union is not -~

recognised and wages are discussed
on an ‘Employee Council’ minimum
pay has increased from R1L.O0O 1o
R2.30 an hour this year. This makes
BMW the highest payving molor
worker employer in the country.

Naawu's wmbrella body. the
Federation of South Alrnca Trade

Workers drive bosses into a corner

Unions, have charged that
employers are co-ordinaling on o
national basis in an elfon 1o check
and even break the union.

Workers at Ford, General Motors
and Volkswagen are still batiling
with the moior bosses and worker
unrest has spread 1o other industries
in the Port Elizabeth arca,

Phere is a go-slow al Volkswagen
and all three planis hove rejecied
outright  new  wage  oflers. 9
warkers who stopped work a1 Busal
bus body manulacturers were hock-
ed oul on August 5.

Fort Hare rector expels
1 500 ‘terrorist’ students

FORT HARE students and their
parents have demanded that the
university re-admit  all expelled
siudents unconditionally.

With the olficial expulsion figure
at 1.500. the Soweto parent-student
group has decided to seek a court in-
terdict to reinstate the students and
in Port Elizabeth parents have
demanded the rector withdraws
expubsion orders  unconditionally
and “vither readmits the students or
resigns’.

The student protest at Fort Hare
has left only a small number ol
students on campus.

One student harbouring in a
neighbouring town after being ex-
pelled sawd reports from the campus
showed less than 100 students at the
masl, and probably fewer, were still
at Fort Hare. A lecturer described
the number aticnding lectures as
‘unly a handiul’.

I'he latest trouble at Fort Hare
began when students refused to
wrile tests because they were unable
to study due to continual power
failures in the hostels.

Spy testifies against Fine

I'T WAS not necessarily unlawful 1o
send inlermation to the exiled South
Alncan 'I'.'-.mgrr.m.-. of Trade Unions,
Major Craig Williamson of the
security Police told the Johannes-
burg Regional Court.

He was giving evidence in the trial
of Alan Fine, 2. who is being
charged under the Terrorism Act.

Fine is alleged to have sent infon-
mation of trade unions to Sactu.

Wiliamson said Sactu was a
genuine trade union federation *hut
unforiunately had revolutionary
aims.,”

Major Arthur Conwright, head of
John Vorster Syuare’s investigation
unit also gave evidence.

The trial continues.

Since students returned 1o uni-
versity in mid-July, there had been
blackouts in most of the men's
residences during the evenings.

On July 18 students beld o mass
meeting 1o discuss a drall comstilut-
wn lor an SRC. An  interim
commitice was clected and mandat-
ed to go to admin to inform them of
student  dissatislaction about the
lighting situation.

At the end of July nothing had yut
been done 1o correct the siluation
and students stormed CFreedom
Syquare’, a courtyard with extensive
lighting.

‘How come s this electricity so
available here when in our  resi-
dences we are meant Lo study in the
dark’, said onc student.

The rector reacted to the stoning
by disbanding the interim SRC and
suspending all discussions on the
formation of an SRC.

A mass boycoll of lectures by
students followed and when an
admin ultimatum to relurn (o class
or leave campus was nol mel,
studemts were forced o leave by
Ciskei police.

According Lo one student “The
rector reflused to speak to students

and called the police in im-
mediately.
The men were the first Lo be

moved [rom the campus and then
women were evicied. Some of them
have returned home but many are
staying in lowns surrounding Alice.

In response (o the rector’ press
statement blaming the evenls on a
small group of activists, a student
said: “This is not true. Nothing was

being done aboul our gricvinces and
students became very angry’.

Meanwhile protest by kecturers an
the campus on the universily author-
ilies’ handling ol the issue b abo
mounting following the suspension
of lecturer Jonathan Jackson.

Juckson had been held by Ciskei
police alter ollering students a place
to stay ler the night alter their
dismissal. On his release, be hod
criticised the uninersity Tor neghect-
ing its responsibilities and leaving
students stranded and hungry thou-
sands ol mules Trom their homes,

He was suspended by the rector
Prol Lambrecht Tor violating the
terms ol his university contract by
making a press stalement.

Un heanng of his suspension the
Black Sl Association [HSA)
released a statement supporting the
views ol Jackson and cxpressing
anger il Juckson be suspended “Tor
speaking the truth’,

The day aflier rcleasing the
statement. it was withdrawn becawse
the university authoribes ordered
the BSA to retract it or face admin
action. The reclor said stall mem-
bers who cniticse the universily
would ‘be brought to book’ for
‘working hand in glove with activist
groups of terrorist students.”

Al Turfloop students held a mass
meeting in sohidarity with Fort Hare
students. A statement said, "We note
with disgust the high-handed and
contemptluous action of the Fon
Hare authorities in collusion with
the Sebe regime in unjustly disrupt-
ing the studics oMour brothers and
sisters”,
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Union presses on after Mavi’s death

THE BLACK Municipal Workens
Union changed its name 1o the
Municipal and General Workers
Union of South Africa at its recent
annual congress.

The congress was held shorily
ahier the tragic death of the union’s
president, Joc Mavi. Gatshy Mazwi,
former secretary was elecled new
president.

Mazwi, explained the reasons lor
the change ol name and also lor the
change ol conslitution,

He said over 2,000 workers were
dismissed during the 1980 Johannes-
burg Municipal Workers strike and
they had o look for work in other
indusiries,

*When they came back 1o Johan-
nesburg they still wanted o be

members ol our union, and wanted
the union 1o represent them in their
new jobs." he said.

*We found workers needed or-
ganisation. We believe intruding
into other union's areas is not in the
interests of workers. If workers are
being organised by another union
we will not intervene as long as they
arc organising in the worken'
inerests.*

Magwusa is not happy in its role
as a general union, however. They
prefer 1o minimise the conlusion
that comes with too many undemar-
cated umions, which’ they sec as
weakening the union movement as a
whole.

*People will be scaticred and the

SATS trying
to derail union

THE GENERAL workers union
(GWU) is involved in & recognition
dispute with the country's largest
employer. the South African Trans-
port Services (SATS) at the Eust
London and Port Elizabeth docks.
This s the lirst time an unregister-
ed wnion has atempied 1o deal with
a state-owned cmployer and the
dispute has significamt implications,
SATS has so far adamantly
refused 1o even talk about the issue
with the union. despite pressure
from workers. the International
Transport Federation' (ITF) and
even some cmployers who are scared
of international implications of a
potential strike at the docks.
SATS management savs black
workers on the railways must he
represented by the  “swecthearnt”
Black Stall Association (BSA)
which though it was only staried litke
maore than a vear ago claims (o have
more than 50,000 members.
Workers at PE and East London

GWU demarcates
in interest of unity

AT ITS annual conference in Cape
Town in June the General Workers
Union (GWU) decided nol 1o
operate in certamn industres.

The main reason lor this was (o
foster wnity in the trade union
mmement and notl move lowards
hecoming an industrial union. A
GWLU' statement at the end of the
conference said ‘demarcation dis-
putes between trade unions are the
single greatest cause of division in
the irade wnion movement. The
large number of general unions
greatly adds to the potential Tor
conllict.”

The GWL  constitution was
amended 1o exclude workers in the
food and canning. textile and motor
assembly industries and the com-
mercial distributive trades. The
GWU offered to help other unions in
these industries where it could.

- In another significant develop-

ment it was agreed to contact the
Metal and Allicd Workers LUinion
(MAWL) 10 discuss demarcation
issues and general co-operation in
* the engineening industry where the
GWU has made substantial pro-
gress.

A request was made 1o other
general unions Lo follow the GWL
examphle and give serious consider-
ation to the yuestion of demar-
cation.

The conference endorsed  the
moves towards trade union unily,
calling lfor unity of all democratic
trade unions and the establishment
ol mulually acceplable criteria to
verily and monitor the attainment of
basic democratic practices in cach.

on recognition

have been yuestioned and intimi-
dated by railway police because they
are GWU members and the chair-
man of the PE workers committee.
Jeremy Tlolvana. was fired in
January at 24 hours notice.

But this has not deterred the
SATS dock workers at the poris
who have remained members of the
union, demanding recognition and
refusing 1o be provoked into striking
which would give SATS an cxcuse
to fire them or break their organi-
sation,

The SATS workers are receiving
strong support [rom the stevedores
who work alongside them at both
ports. It was in lact the stevedores
who [irst organised the railway
workers. after they had won recog-
nition for their commitices at both
ports. '

The dispute has important impli-
cations. Il railways management
recognise the GWLU then it opens the
way [or genuine unionisation of the
country™s largest workflorce.

The power of an  organised
railworkers unwon would be im-
mense, considering the importance
of the country’s transport system Lo
the economy. SATS management
must be well aware of this, but they
must also he aware that the
credibility of the Souwth African
Government’s attempts 1o sell its
labour reforms to the world would
be seriously undermined of SATS
rcfuses to even speak to the GWU.

Secondly, if the railway workers
al the PE and East London docks
strike, there is litthe doubt that they
will be supporied by the stevedores
in PE, East London. Cape Town
and Duwrban, cflectively blocking
cargo loading in all four ports. Ger-
man and Duich dockwokers have
already pledged support in the event
of a stnike and there is a strong pos-
sibility that dockworkers from some
of South Africa’s major trading
pariners will refuse 1o handle South
Alrican goods.

In the meantime SATS manage-
ment is playing for time bul the
paticnce of the workers cannod last
forever. They are demanding that
the wnion of their choice be
recognised and will use every means
possible al thewr disposal to achieve
that end.

Onec of the most unsavoury
aspects of the whole dispute is the
reactionary manner in which the
white railway umons have insisted
that railways management ignore
the GWLL This is significant because
white workers have always received
a pood deal from the railways in
terms of housing. pensions and so
on. while black railworkers arc the
lowest paid. worst housed and least
secure workers in the country.

unions will nol have a solid base.
General unions must be phased out.
When the idcal of demarcation is
practicable, we will dissolve as a
general wnion,” Mazwi promised.

Further policy decisions at the
AUGM were Lo involve the union in
community issues and “to build
closer relationships with progressive
organisations’. They were actively
involved in bringing a halt 10 the
South Alrican Breweries soccer
Lour, '

A short term objective outlined at
the annual mecting was 1o push lor
recognition from the Johannesburg
Cuy Council. Al this stage .the
Council will not recognise Magwusa
as it is nol regisicred. a step which
the union resolved not to take.

L ¥ l_l.._
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Gatsby Mazwi, the new president

Joe Mavi, former President of BMW U, was buried| last month

Tributes paid to a
‘Man of the people’

JOSEPH MAVIL, the man who led
10.000 Johannesburg  municipal
workers in a strike for higher pay.
was burnied on Junc 26, the 27th
anniversary of the Freedom Char-
ter's signing.

About 2.000 pcople from all aver
the country gathered for the luneral
service al Sowelo’s Regina Mundi
church. The service was delayed as
mourncrs wailed lor a court decision
on whether they could continue with
the burnal.

Police kept a close watch a
Regina Mundi and heavily armed
police. members of the SAP and the
West Rand Administration Board
were stationed al enlrances 1o
Soweto apparently o stop whites
from going to the funeral. Even the
few who did get into Sowclo were
prevented from attending the service

as polwe had thrown a tight net
around the church.

During the service a unionist said:
‘Joe Mavi was not an ordinary man
— he was a man of the people’. Mavi
had been a highly devoied trade
unionist and had aspired to pro-
gressive unionism, he said.

The workers sang "Mavi was a
hero® and other (reedom songs
during the service and a green, gold
and black Mag was raised.

Most of the mourners walked o
the Avalon cemetry. and as Mavi's
coflin was lowered they sang "Ham-
ba Kahle mkhonto we sizwe’ ("Go
well spear of the nation’). Police in
the procession kept a low profile.

Al Mavi's house in Moletsane
there was a mixed mood as family
members welcomed the birth of his
son. born a day before his burial.
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Bosses try
to intimidate
workers with
a new Bill

from Rabie

THE RECENT industrial uarest in
the Northern Natal has revealed the
speed with which the state uses new
weapons o deal with independent
trade unions.

In this case the new Intimidation

Act, a result of the Rabie Com-
mission proposal, has been used for
the first time Lo arrest and charge |5
workers from the Richards Bay Coal
Terminal with imimidation.

They have been released on bail
and will appear in the Umlumysini
magistrale’s court on August 18,

The arrests lollowed a wave of
strikes in the area. The main ones
were at the aluminium plant at
Aldusal where 1700 workers downed
tooks and at the Richard™s Bay Coal
Terminal where 500 workers were
involved.

Both strikes focussed on the issue
of pensions. They came shortly afier
a speech by Owen Horwood in
which he indicated that parts of the
controversial Preservation of
Pensions Bill, which was dropped
last wvear afier massive worker
opposition, would be reintroduced.

Alter the speech the Registrar of
Financial Institutions, MNaas van
Hudltn, gnnounced that the
povernmenl was nuol planning 1o
‘lreeze’ pension monies.

The strikes imvolhved Fosaiu-
glfihawed umons, At Abusal the
members of the Metal and Allied
Workers" Umion demanded that
their pension conuibutions be
removed from the Seifsa fund and be
placed in the company Tund.

Al the same time, 700 workers at
Grinaker Constructions and 300
workers at David H also downed
toarls and 550 workers at Troml
Chemicals in Richards’s Bay
boveotted their canlcen over
management's refusal 1o negotiale
wages with the Chemical Workers
Industrial Umion.,

The Intimidation Act. which took
elfect on June 2, is very short but its
delinition are vague enough Lo cover
a wide range of activities.

It covers any attempt Lo coerce or
persuade a person (o do or not do
something. or toadopt or abandon a
particular standpoint by assault or
causing damage 1o that person or
threatening to kill. assault or cause
damage (o that person. It will
depend on the delence to prove that
the accused can show he or she had a
legal reason todo what he orshe did.

The definition’s widest part is Lhe
threat to cause damage. Il such a
threat is made with the intention of,
for instance. persuading a worker
nol to ‘scab’ during a stnike, it wall
amount 10 intimidation. It is also
possible that a wide range ol
activities connected with consumer
boycolts might also amount to
intimidation. Clearly a boycotl will
cause damage (o the employer
concerned.

Much will depend on how the
courts decade to interpret this Act. h
is possible they will restrict s
application. The maximum penalty
for inlimidation is extremely severe

10 vears imprisonment and ora
fine of R20.000.

Workers strike out against divisions

I A display of solidarity 160
‘Coloureds’ and Alrican workers at
Motorvia  in Uitenhage wenmt on
snike last month because Coloured
women were receiving higher wapes
than thewr highest paid Alrican male
colleagues. :

Workers found the “Coloured
women workers were being paid

R6D a week whereas men in the
highest category. most of whom
were African, received only R5).

In response 10 what the workers
saW as a management siralegy lo
create division amwng them and
underpay the Alrican employvees,
the entire worklorce went ona three-
day srike.

Motorvia provides drivers for the
transport of cars and trucks o other
cenlres.

The company’s manpower
resources director, JPS Gouws, Mlew
down Irom Johannesburg lor talks
with representatives ol the
Transport and Allied Workers
Union, a Fosatu affliliate, alter
which workers returned 1o work.,
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Cosas leader
detained . . .

poisoned . . .

now missing

CONCERN IS mounting lor the
well-being ol a lormer Port Eliza-
beth detainee and student leader
who is suing the Minister of Police
for R150.000 for allcgedly being
poisoned while in secunty  police
detention.

Twentv-one vear old Siphiwo
Mthimkulu. anactive member of the
Congress of South Alrwan Students
(COSAS) and SROC presidenmt of
Loviseo High School, was last seen

by his family on the morming of

April 14,
Since  then
nothing of him

they  have  heard

Previoushy e had never gone
away without inlorming his parents
of where he was going or when he
would be hack. Now three months

Detainees
released
after ten
months

AT LEAST 12 pevple have been
released from detention recently,
but many other detninees remain in
Jail.

In Johannesburg, Tour detainces
were released. twoalter spending ten
maoaths behind bars. They are Aurct
van Heerden, Cedric de Beer, Frunk
Chikane and Monty Narsoo,

In Durban. two Uninversity of

Natal students, Mike Pace and
Moivandri Reddy were released.
Ihey were detained in November
last year. Also released alter nearly a
muonth in detention were journalists,
Quarish Patel and Vas Soni. At the
time of their arrcst police prohibited
newspapers from publishing their
names and thoase of two other
Journahsts who were detained at the
same Lime.

In East London. three members of
the Food and Canning Workers
Union were released alter being
detained in the Ciskei for three
weeks. They are Bonsile Norushe,
branch secretary for the union
Zodwa Mapela and Boy Soci.
However, the following day. David
Thandani. East London Branch
Secrciary of the General Workers
Union was dctained by the Ciskei
security police. He has now been
released,

People still in detention include
Jabu MNgwenya and Eric Mtonga
who have been held (or over seven
months.

Cedric de Beer, released alter 293
days in detention has  been
subpocnaed by the stale o give
evidence at the trial of Barbara
Hogan in the Supreme Court on
August 16.

Belore his detention, Rev Frank
Chikane was the resident priest at
the Apostolic Faith  Anglican
Church in Kagso., He has heen
suspended by the district council ol
the church until October depending
on whether he has a “change ol
heart”.

According o  the [Nilainees
Parents Support Commttee, 151
people have been detained this year.

on, inguiries by a range of concerned
scople have all drawn blanks.

M ost recently a visit by his mother
o Lesotho, to where the South
African and Transkeian authorities
say they believe he has Med. proved
fruitlhess. Jovee Mithimkulu found
no truce of her son none of his
fricnds living there had heard Trom
him or seen him.

The United Nations High Com-
mission [or Relugees and various
churches in Lesotho are now cir-
culating photographs of him. So lar
wilhoul success,

Against a background of what
Mithimkulu stood 1o lose by leaving
South Alrica. his amily and friends
lind his disappearance inexplicable.
As well as suing the Minister ol
Police lor alleged posoning while in
detention, a second court action
against the Minister for alleged
torture while in detention is pend-
ing.

Neither of these can go ahead
while Mthimkulu cannot be lound.

Al the time ol his disappearance,

five months after his release (rom .

detention. he had not recovered
from the effects of thalium poison-

ing sufficienthy 10 be able 1o walk 2

without the aid of a stick. He was
still undergoing regular treatment at
the Livingstone Hospital in Port
Elizabeth and was due for further
tests. at Groote Schuur Hospital in
Cape Town on May 3.

Friends and (amily believe he
would not have given up this
treatment. He was determined to
recover completely and was keen 1o
return 1o his studies - his schooling
was hroken by his five months in
detention and on his release he
became too ill to study.

Beswdes having a lot to lose, there
was nothing. according 10 his
family. v make him leave. He had
no reason Lo anticipate re-detention.
Since his release in October last year
he had not been harussed by police
at all.

On the day ol his disappearance, a
(riend. Topsy Madaka, drove him o
the Livingstone Hospital where he
had an appoiniment o se¢ his
physician.

He arrived at the hospital at about
| lam and was asked to fetch his lile
from the outpatient section. When
he did not return. it was assumed he
had become impatient and had left
since he did not have any serious
complaints that day.

During the afternoon four phone
calls were made to Molly Blackburn,
PFP MPC lor Walmer, who knew
Mihimkulu well — two were made
to her office and two 1o her home.

She was at a meeting and dud not get
the message until much later that
Mithimkulu had phoned to ask her
for a lift from the hospital.

That was the last anyone heard of
him.

A few days later Madaka's car,
with his passport inside. was found
abandoned at Sterkspruit in Trans-
kei, ncar the Telle Bridge border
with Lesotho.

This sparked speculation that the
men may have fled into Lesotho or
may be somewhere in the Transkei.
However, Madaka's father, whoisa
teacher in Umtata, has heard
nothing of them and no trace of

them has yet been found in Lesotho.
PFP MP lor Walmer, Andrew

Siphiwo uses his exercise bicycle to regain stn:lh after puisoning

Savage. was given an assurance by
the Minister of Pobce, Lows e
Cirange. that Mihimkulu was not
heing held by the South African
authoritics. And l.e Grange appar-
ently told another PFP MP that his
own investigations had revealed that
Mihimkulu was not being held in
Iramsker but was believed 1o have
Med 1o Lesotho

Joyce Mthimkulu is desperately
worried about what could have
happened to her son: “The devil puts
pictures into my mind at night
sometimes | sce him cold and
unhappy sitiing in deiention some-
where. sometimes | see him happy
with his friends somewhere. But
sometimes | see him dead.’

Heavy sentences for refusing to testify

THREE MEN are facing charges of
treason for their alleged partici-
pation in an explosion at a Field
Street post box, the Cenotaph
explosion. the bombing of two
molor car showrooms, two govern-
ment offices. the SADF recruiting
centre and a railway line to Umlari
in Durban during 19¥1.

Patrick Ntobeko Magubela (32).
Mboniswa Richard Maghutyana’
(29) and Seth Gaba are charged
alternatively with terrorism, sabo-
tage. possession of arms and am-
munition, attempted murder and
malicious damage to property.

Each accused:is alleged:

® To be a member or active
supporter of the ANC;

® To have recruited people lor
military training and acts of sabo-

lage:

® To haveestablished arms caches:; -

® To have trained people inside
South Africa 1o commit acts of
sabolage;

® To have been in posscssion of
hand grenades. limpet mines. a
machine rifle, plastic explosives,
TNT and detonators.

The charge sheet alleges that
Magubela. based in Durban. acted
as a link for the ANC in Swaviland.

The trial has been charactenised
by the refusal of people to testfy.
Before the end of the first week lour
people had been jailed. the lourth
for flive years. He was Mpila
Ichabod Thaho was has been in
custody since November 235,

On August 3 Litha Jolobe, a 25-
year old student was jailed for four
years for relusing to take the vath or
testifv. The next day, Durban
attorney. Bulclane Ngcuka, I8, and
an articled clerk in a law [lirm,
Mbulelo Hongo., 26, were ecach
sentenced to three years for the same
offence.

Kimberley
schoolboys
held illegally

say lawyers

LAWYERS ACTING Tor 15 Kim-
berley schoolhoy detiminees belweve
the baons are being held illegally in
o ol The countn's longest Terror-
s At trials,

I wentv-four Galeshewe, Kimber-
les. hoys have been in detention lor
IX months,

Farly List month, kiw vers hbrought
an umnsuceessiul apphication belon
the Supremwe Court o have the
sehooléhildren released.

Anxious parents s they did not
know what had bhappened 1o then
children atter the mass detentoms on
Januwary 5, Janwary 22 and Februan
5 last vear,

I e detentions Tollow ed unrest i
Gialeshewe during the 1981 2 boy-
el ol hlack sehovisls,

e ol the boas appeaired m coun
on March 3, 1951 in connection
with charges under the Termorism
At

Chn nhee samwe das, 19 chaldien were
transderred to Section 12 1{h) ol the
Internal Secunty Act, the Stale
Witness clainse,

Parents said they would still be in
the dark aibout therr chldien ol ong
of the parents had not happened 1o

he on the spmt when the five
appeared i cownd,
lhise charged  were  Sello

Muotlabakwe, 21, Johanmes Kerrs,
200 Fugene Mokgoasi, 21, Neleo
HEashwayo, 20, and Miukami Fam,
22,

They have all pleaded not guilty 1o
terrorsm, aron, attempled arson,
and houschreaking.

Fhe trial started on June 2 last
vear and is still continuing. 1t i
believed the costs cxceed a stag-
gering K 160,000,

On May 6 this year, almst & vear
alter the trial began, the State closed
s case, Four of the group of 19
detiinees gave  evidence  lor  the
State.

Lawvers said that on the same
dan. the prosccution  made 15
detamees available 1o give evidence
on hehall ol the accused “should the
legal representatives ol The accused
decide 1o call any or all ol them',

Fhe lawvers took stalements lor
all 15 devanees and decded 1o call
all of them o give evidence.

In their apphication 1o the MNor-
thern Cape Division ol the Supreme
Court, the lawyers said: ‘It is
theretore submitied 1hat the reason
for the detention ol the persons
concerned has Tallen away and the
authority granted in terms ol the
Statule no longer exisly’.

The Supreme Court ruled that it
had no jurisdiction to order the
detainees’ release.

The 15 detainees are Arthur
Malisto Thuntsi, Andrew Connme
Maolusi, Thomas Plaatjics Myaniso,
Conrad Discko Moeti, Hope Chiwa,
Lucky Mokubung. Donald Seckoei,
Philip Vika. Bonnic Andrics
Thekisho, Moses Dodo Senye,
lLuthando Walker Charlie, Paulus
Mocketsi Tati, April  Masitwe,
Patrick van Wyk. and Benjamin
Lesego Swarts,

Perjury charge in
long Mpetha trial

A STATE witness in the marathon
Jrial of trade unionist Oscar M petha
and 17 others was senlenced 1o 15
months imprisonment in the Parow
Magistrates Court for perjury.

The court found that ~worn
siatements made by Shadrack
Ponomo MNcapayi (21} made on
September. 1980, differed from ks
evidence under vath in the Cape
Town Supreme Court on October 27
and November 3 last year.
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Two many deaths at -great South African

John Vorster Square home]and

ERNEST DIPALE, 21, is the third person to have died in de-
tention this year. He allegedly hanged himself at John Vorster
Square on the morning of August 8.

His death has come while the inquest into trade unionist Neil
Aggett's death in detention is continuing and follows the
inquesl into the death of detainee Isaac Moufhe.

In the Moufhe inquest the magistrate ruled that Moufhe had
died because of unlawful assault by the security police.

We need to relate these deaths to the large number of
detentions which have occurred this year.

How should we respond to deaths in detention, torture
allegations. heavy sentences imposed by the courts and the
- unexplained events such as the death of Griffiths Mxenge and
the disappearance of Siphiwo Mthimkulu?

We can’t afford to become numbed to state repression or lo
the growing threat of right wing violence. We need to expose
cach and every action which aims to undermine the struggle for
. democracy.

This is especially necessary at a time when tive state is trying
hard to win over people with talk of reform and proposals for a
new dispensation.

This dummy’s for real

The latest reforms are not just ‘window dressing' The
Presidents Council proposals need to be taken seriously. The
state is attempting to offer a few concessions to so-called
Coloureds and Indians in order to preserve apartheid’s power
basis. .

The Presidents Council is not rejected by progressives
because it excludes Africans but because it is fundamentally
undemocratic.

It was drawn up by a minority and handed down to the
majority of people.

The proposals do not meet the people's minimum demands
for a non-racial democracy, freedom from oppression and
exploitation.

Along with these demands hu gone the call for a national
convention involving the legitimate leaders and organisations
of all South Africa's people. This is what is needed now — not a
Presidents Council.

The commercial press and others have emphasised the power
of the proposed Executive State President. But also of concern
are the proposals which affect local government. If these come.
into effect, local authorities will be given more administrative
say over housing, rent, transport, community facilities and
education — the list goes on.

People will thus be forced to direct grievances at these bodies
and their attention will be drawn l'n]r from the real causes of

their problems.
The proposals will be used to du-urll.niﬁt. confuse and divide

people.

But progressives have not been hood-winked. They continue
to protest against such moves and commit themselves to fight
for fundamental change.

Women up front

NATIONAL WOMEN'S Day commemorates one of the
greatest demonstrations this country has ever seen.

In 1956, the government was shocked by the massive march
of women who made it clear to all that they would no longer
remain silent.

August 9 is a special day because it emphasizes the
significance and strength of women in the struggle for
democracy.

But commemoration is not enough. All over the country
women see the need to organise — both in women'’s and other
progressive organisations — to fight all forms of oppression.

The tradition of the 50's has continued and women have
shown their organisations are integral to the democratic

struggle.
National unbanned

THIS 1S the first edition of Saspu National since its recent
unbanning.

The newspaper was banned for all future editions at the end
of March under the Publications Act.

The South African Students’ Press Union appealed against
the all future edilions ban and distribution ban on the first
edition of this year, Volume 3 No 1.

At the appeal hearing on July 9, the Publications Control
Board lifted the ban on Vol 3 No 1 and Saspu National itself
was unbanned.
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giveaway?

The men at the middie of the "aliered states’ controversy: ' W Botha. Gatsha Buthelesi and King Sobbuza

Mum’s the word on KaNgwane and Ingwavuma

WHOEVER KNOWS the ‘real
reason why the South Alrican
Government s keen 10 give away
hundreds of thousands ol hectares
of South African land 1o Swaziland
is certainly not talking.

Ever since Gatsha “Butheleri,
Chiel Minister of KwaZulu, lifted
the lid on discussions he had with
top Government cabinet minisiers
and ofTicials, there have been plenty
of theories and speculations on the
deal.

The South African Government
has yet, in the words of Prime
Minister Pieter Botha ‘to put it's
case’.

Reasons such as Minister of Co-
operation and Development Piet
Koornhol's one that they would like
to re-unite the Swazis so that King
Sobhuza can die a happy man,
cannot be the main molivaling
factor behind the deal.

But while the South Alflrican
Government sits light waiting Tor
the Appeal Court’s decision on
whether the State President exceed-
ed the powers given him by issuinga
proclamation handing the control of
Ingwavuma from the KwaZulu
Government to the Depariment of
Co-operation and Development, the
KwaZulu and Swarziland govern-
ments have taken up the ssue.

Partially due to the fact that the
South Alncan Government is keep-
ing yuict, the controversial deal is
last becoming an issue of ethnicity
and conflict between the Swasns and
the Zulus leaving out the main
protagomst in the whole drama.

The Swasiland ‘Government has
launched a world-wide public rela-
tions campaign 1o win suport Tor it
controversial  dealings with  the
South Alncan Government. Their
claim 1o KaNgwane rests on the lact
that most of the close to one million
inhabitants are Swari speaking

people.
The case for Ingwavuma is more
complex, and the Swaziland

Government claims 1o have owver
20,000 refugees lrom the arca. The
United Nauonal High Commis-
sioner for Refugees has stated that
there are 5,000 registered refugees in
Swaziland.

There are 5,000 inhabitants in the
Ndrevanc reflugee settlement across
the border from KwaZulu. It was
established in 1980 by the United
Nations (UN) alter a feud amongst
factions of the Mngomerulu tribe
which lives in the Ingwavuma area.

The trouble started in 1974 when
Chicl’ Mtunja, installed as a chiel by
the South Alnican Government. was
stripped of his chicliainship, again
by the South, African Government.
One of the reasons given at the Lime
was that Chiel Niunja had Swasi
personal documenis.

Fighting broke out and Chel

The land deal will give Swaziland

access lo the sea.

Niunja along with his followers
crossed the border into Swarziland
and were rccogmised by the UN as
rcfugees from apartheid. Since then
there have been numerous raids
across the border. In 1976 the aren
wis handed over 1o the KwaZulu
(rovernment,

The Swasland Gosvernment s
claiming that the refugees had to
leave Ingwavuma as they were being
terrorised by Inkatha and many had
to deny their Swazi heritage and
become Zulus. These claims ane
getting  wide publicity  including
interviews with refogees on South
Alncan Television.

For the KwaZulu Government
the two important issues are land
and citizenship. The KwaZulu
Government has orgamised protest
meetings in the area and other paris
of Natal. Petitions have been
launched to gain more support lor
their opposition. They have also
tried 10 win support internationally
but the Butheleri Government's
position is severely compromised by
their participation in the bantustan
system of government in South
Alrica.

Many commentators have said
that il the South African Govern-
ment 15 able to push the deal
through. Butheleri's argument for
participating in governmeni-created
institutions as a means (o promole
change will be severely compromis-
ed. Many have also hastened to add
that il Buthelesi had accepled
independence for KwaZulu the issue
would never have arisen.  But the
land deal must run decper than the
South African Government irying
to teach Buthelesi the lesson of what
happens to those who do not take

independence when asked to,

Out of the three BS1. countnes,
Swarland has always empoved the
closest relationship with the South
Afncan Governmeni. and many
people have seen the land deal as an
attempt 1o bring Swaziland even
closer into the much spoken about
‘constellation of Southern African
States”.

The South African Government’s
motives have been seen largely as an
allempl to get Swaziland to partici-
pate in the constellation and crack-
down on ANC guerillas in the
country.

Both claims have been refluted by
the Swanland Government who
maintain the land deal comes with
no strings allached. -

One theory is that the South
African Government offered Ka-
Ngwane but the Swaziland Govern-
ment said it wanted Ingwavuma as
well.

For the Swasiland Government,
the deal would mean a significant
gain of land to the tiny kingdom. But
there is also an even more signilicant
gain in population. Il the deal
should go through the new inhabi-
tants will outnumber Swazis two to
onc. The other aspect is that gaining
the Ingwaszuma arca will give
Swasnland access to the sea ahd with
vutside help. a harbour could be
built.

The “harbour theony” on the deal
goes further to involve the United
States  Government.  There have
heen widespread rumours that the
LSA would aid the development of
Kosi Bay into a harbour, The
comeback for the USA would bhe
that it would have a naval basein the
South Indian Ocean.

LS officials in South Africa have
said that they know nothing about
the plans and that they “are absolute
MONSCRLE .

Since the outset the position of the
Alrican National Congress has been
drawn in. But the reporting on it has
been confused. Iniually Secretary
Gieneral Alfred Nzo came out in
opposition 1o the deal saying the
ANC viewed it in the same light as
Lesotho's claims to the Orange Free
State. Then two weeks later it was
announced that the ANC would not

oppose  the deal but negotiale
scparately  with the Swaziland
Government. Three days later a

statement was released from Lusaka
staling that the ANC never support-
ed the move and would continue 1o
oppose il.

Mcanwhile, thousands ol pam-
phlets condemning the land deal
have been  distributed in the
Ingwavuma arca under the name of
the ANC.,
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LOW PAY increases were the
immediate cawse of the strike b al
beast TOU000 miners in the first weck
of July,

Fhe sirikers were the higpes
labour actin 10 hit the mining
industry since 1946, and with at least
tenn muners dead by the end of the
weck of stnbing. the puwt costly in
human Iives st the Carltonsillke
shoulings ul 1973,

In muost previous mime unrest
management and the police hawve
pointed 1o tribal animosin and
agitators al the source ol the
trouble.

1 e Bttt umrest wirs noeseeplon
although these comments ook a lew
davs v emerge. | he reason lor this
wirs that the July unrest sinkeswere
ehearke mot toahal bul weir s p [N T ET
o bow pany Incicases,

The General Mining Corporation
(Giencor) and Gold Fields of South
Alrica (GFSA) were the hardest hin
bevaise  Their iiwvicases were  the
bova s,

For some vears, the Chamber ol
Mines (UoM) has announced wage
increases lor black workers at the
beginning ol July, '

I'he workers have come 1o expect
increases on that date, and the
preceding weeks are lilled with
anticipation and speculation,

Un the wage s their demainds
are twolold.

Firstly, black workers want in-
creases o compensate them Tor
inflation 1o keep their wages ot
the same real level.

Secondh, they wamt an increase
o a new level of carnings  their
present wages are still a pittance.

Fhe increase amnounced at the
beginning of July was disappointing
in both respects. By awarding an
increase of about 12 per cent, the
Chamber was  effectively  telling
black mineworkers 1o accept a drop
in their real incomes,

Ihe incréases broaght the minge-
mum raic for underground workers

v R129 per month and for surface

workers 1o R 100 per month.

Fxtabliching the exact details of
what has been happening in the
mining industry is dillicult. Mine
management are noloriously de-
fensive about labour conditions and
will often give out hall-truths or
downright licx to the media.

Since media access 1o striking
mineworkers is almost impossible,
the Press tend 1o end up reproducing
management and police versions of
the evenis.

The few published imerviews with
mincworkers have revealed a 1otally
different perception of their pro-
blems and gricvances compared 1o
the view expressed by management.

Industrial relations on the mines
mirror these management attitudes.
They are (with small wvariations
between mining houses)  pater-
nalistic, racist. tribalist and re-
pressive, The recent comments of
the PRO of GFSA. Mr Moller,
although later retracted. only serve
to highlight this. He described
rioling miners as “savages dancing
around a fire".

There are two basic faciors
explaining why the CoM increases
were so low.

Firstly. the economic conditions
in the mining industry have been
poor.

Gold has been particularly hard
hit with the dramatic slump in the
gold price. The fulling uranium price
has also meant that this by-product
is no longer always profitable.

The point is being reached where
it will be most profitable 10 close
some of the more marginal gold
MiNes, Management argues.

However. the gold mines are still
making large profits for their
owners, even il the super-profits of
recent years arc no longer being
matched.

The seven gold mines of the
GFSA group are an example.

In the year ended June 30th 1982,
the total profit from these mines
(afier tax and the statc’s share of
profit) amounted to more than R602
million. From the workers' poimt of
view. profits are still more than

Underground workers
have no say on surface

Miners have many grievances — but they are not allowed 1o organise

South Africa’s black mineworkers have no powerful union to

articulate their demands. Pay is low, workin

conditions are bad

and accommodation is cramped and uncomfrotable. When looking

at last month’s massive strikes and unrest on the mines, all these

factors have to be taken into account.

sullicient 10 allow for d mmatic wage
IRCTCASCH.

During the hboom period workers
received only the most  minimal
benelits out of the super-profits then
being made.

Now, they arc expected to pay for
the less favourable economic con-
ditions by accepling cuts in their real
wages.

The second reason for the low
CoM increases relates 1o the con-
Micts it has been having with the
white employees who come together
in the Council of Mining Unions
(CMU). During wage negotiations
which hegan earlier this year the
mMining unions unsurprisingly re-
jecied a derisory offer by the
Chamber. (It is belicved that some
Chamber members wanted to offer
no increase at all).

Further attempts at negotiating
failed and talks were deadlocked
when the Chamber refused 10 go
above 9 per cent “the maximum the
mines could alford”. While the CMU
was demanding |5 per cemt,

The unions began preparing to
call a legal strike. The CMU, and
particularly Arric Paulus® Mine
Workers' Union (MWU). had not
wanted to settle until they had seen
the extent of black wage increases.

The waiting tactics of the CMU
paid ofl. Aneleventh hour pre-strike
seltkement on July 6. saw the unions
and the Chamber agrecing 1o a
compromise increase of 12 per cent.

In addition 1o this racism lies a

deep-scated mu[;m:m fear
workers, as a conflidential mttmul

memorandum of the (GiFSA group
shows,

Aflter much hesitation, the memo-
randum reveals, the group decided
to introduce ethnically based liaison
committees in late 1975. But even
these uscless bodies were an ad,
venturous siep for them.

Although “in the final cvent’ they
were 1o be “the main means of
management contact with  em-
ployees’. they were not intended 10
supercede the excellent relationship
that our Compound Managers have
with loyees’,

“We have had few problems inour
communications with our em-
ployees’. concludes Ciencral Man-
ager P W J van Remsbhurg. ‘and we
do not wish to upset this state of
affairs by introducing ‘advanced
methods’ Lo which they are not yet
attuned. provided we kecp abreast
of eventy”.

In “keeping abreast of events' since
then. new ways of channeclling
grievances have been introduced on
most mines.

These have often accompanied
high-powered Industrial Relations
advisers, And yel. almost without
tmmmn., these bodies have not
voiced major worker gricvances nor
have they given management lore-
warning of impending unrest.

For all the ‘sophisticated” de-
velopmenis, the strategy remains the
same - Lo keep workers powerless

and divided, 1o keep luhour cheap,
and to use extreme force when the
workers get oul of hand. lo a
greater or lesser extemt, this holds

for all mining groups.

The net effect of this strategy has
been (o lurn legitimate worker
stirikes  into  illegitimate.  vielkent
rols.

With no channch 1o express their
rejection of the wage olffer. and
without the right 10 refuse 10 go
underground. the workers are ke
with few oplions.

Reports reveal that police (SAP
or mine podice) appear 1o lorm a
substantial part of management’s
industrial relations arenal,

Al West  Driclontien workers
gathered @t the compound gate on
the evening of July 1.

They wanted 1o see the compound
manager. They were militamt (ot
surprisingly since they'd just heard
about their low increases) but they
were nol violenl.

MNevertheless the response was 1o
call in the mine security and the
crowd was dispersed with teargas.
Then the helmeted, green overalled
sCcurity men. carrying transparcni
shiclds and with dogs moved
through the compound.

It was simply ‘a show of force”,
one manager unolTicially admitied,
Overhead Mew a helicoprer equipped
with a siren. After this response the
worker violence began as windows
were smashed and a new concession
slore was Lotally destroyed.

Ihe venn structure of the com-
pottikds s buill in expectation of
s,

Mont compounds have only one
tghth-comirolled  entrance.  The
mener oy are alten built so that
sections  can be sealed  oll o
mecessary. Well-eyuipped rist-con-
ol rowsmis are commion features,

Woestern Dieep | evels mine is nost
umsgue in having numbers paoanied
e sanous rools withm the
howich  This s 1o Bacilinate sevunim
Aot Teovm Lhwe aii .

M Venmteispont, the single en-
T B U comipaonmd is lopped
a bty =sasle tower with search-
hghts and camwra equipment -
wess Doy e o s psible only
T the owntsmde amd v wsad tim
vontielling unrest,

Vithowigh the stnikes umrest were
o TSl ol bl s anwcicases, thoe
were alber contobuimg Lactins,

Ihe whole postion of black
s allets thwein ey actoen aml

dhennimnd.

ey bive inoa lughl oppeessive
civnvmient, | alike a wonker w
beaves the Bawtory Lo home st Spin,
the miner has ao such Trecdom.,

Working umdergroumd must sune-
I e o ool Uhe it unpleasant johs
porsable amd o ol the lowest
panl.  Tmagie  descembing  daily
oo i an shanlt aomad walk ing klomweties
alg steidily narmowing perssages
bl vani chimby oor slde oo o soall
vany where voun will work Toi the
din  alongside, perhaps. X other
nen.

Abve sou b up o threo
Yilometres ol rowk.  continualh
threatening 1o close down upon the
wwetre=high vas iy von have opemald
Al which you are working.

You work tor & howms, The
darkness s illuminated only b the
ey -poneied  hight attached 10
v helimet, | he work s unbealthy.,
by amd dangerous  Josa ol lile
aml Limbh i lreguent. Dyvery din
b imgs U Tear thal the workes wall
ot ascend alive. '

Bal mostly the work is tiring and

he sweal pours in- lemperatures and
numidity levels that make Durban in
Februany leel like an Arctic winler,

1 hen there is the long trek hack 1o
the surface and the incvitable delay s
wi getling a hill up the while
minces are invariably hoisted up
first.

On a good day the black miner
can expect to be back lor a shower
and a meal ten hours alter he wem
underground.

ol that “home® i an appealing
prospect. Phe compounds are huge,
singhle-sex compleses. Somme ol the
mewer hastels are more spacious amd
have 16 men por room. bul it is not
uncommon 1o hind 20 men crowded
il Ly rosenmes (Uhe case at sarike-hit
Vemtersposl ).

Hooms and sometimes  whole
sections of  the compound  are
dinvided cthnically. One miner ex-
plaincd that in the old days the
dwmaon was into broad Nguni and
Sotho groups. Recently the division
has become stricter as Pedi speakers
are scparated from Zule and Sotho
speakers and s0 on.

In bnicl, the miners live in the
hostels without their Tamilics. and
withoul privacy. Sport is encourag-
cd as an oullet to (restration.

The unrest on the mines and the
forms which it took cannot. there-
fore, be divorced lrom the toial
working and living environment of
black miners.

I'he pay strikes of July "N2 were
enormous in their magnitude. Clear-
Iy the miners nevd a strong union Lo
articulate their demands and dis-
cipline coordinate their actions. But
i an industry where ‘troublemaker’
are blacklisted by the kibour recruit-
ing ollices (those lired are unlikely
to lind a job in mining again), to
extablish a genuine union would bea
daunting task,

The recently formed Black Mine
Workers Union (BMWU ). groomed
by the TUCSA-afMiliated Boiler-
makers Socicty and with a constitut-
ion rumoured to have been wrilten
by the Chamber of Mincs., clearly
docs not [t the bill.
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THE VISITING *stars® of the South
African Breweries’ soccer tour may
have walked away with R50.000

each but the trophy went 10 those
Frlm did not put a soccer boot on the
teld. -

First up on the winners' rostrum
were the teams who refused to play
those community organisations who
organised the move against the Lour.
SAB Orlando Pirates, Moroka
Swallows and Kaizer Chiefs. Stand-
ing with them to a world ovation
were Lhe soccer supporters who
boycotted the matches as well as
those community organisations who
organsed ied move against the tour.

Also plumbing for perlormers’
medals were sporispeople of a
different kind, in a sport inspired by
* the success of the anti-tour moves,
These are, of course, the verbal
Eymnasts found mainly in the
commercial press - who twisted
and turned, kicked and screamed,
and leapt up, down and sideways 1o
prove that ‘pressure’ and ‘“threat’
stopped the Big Three soccer teams
from playing.

The decision to reluse to play was

not a result ol *howing 1o political
pressure’ by the teams but rather of
their co-operation with the organi-
sations opposing the tour, The
tcams responded. according (o a
joint statcment released by the anti-
tour organisations, 1o “the practi-
alities of the situation in South
Alnica’, and were hailed “lor choos-
ing to be on the side of the oppressed
people:”

Ihe Sowelo Sceunity Police, it
seems, was nol convineed that free
choice was involved and has launch-
ed an investigation into “possible
mtumidation”. (Mlicials  Trom the
three teams. the National Proles-
sional Soccer League and the South
Alrican National Foothall Associat-
wn were called 10 Protea police
slation Lo answer yueslions,

All three managers ol the tcams
have clearly put their reasons for the
boyeott, overruling the speculation
of *polinical pressure’. Kaiser Mou-
taung ol Chicls said boycoiting the
lour was “in the nations interests’,
and Swallows chairperson  David
Chabedi said it “would have been
suicidal® 1o go agninst the wishes ol
the people’

“The club management had not

realised the extent of the opposition

and anti-tour groups had convinced
them it would be in the best interesis
lo the commuaity to pull out”, said
Chabedi,

He said opposition had also come
from the clubs’ supporters.

Ihe success of the campaign.
according to a statement released by
the anu-tour organisations, indi-
cates the need for unity and a strong
broad fromt. The campaign was ‘a
radical departure from the tradi-
tional go-it-alone approach which
has been adopied by some organi-
sations in the past.

‘By simply issuing press state-
ments and not  allowing mass
participation — as is being done
with the boycott of international
music starts who tour South Alnes

such campaigns have failed.”

At the centre ol the anti<tour
thrust were the Congress of South
Alrcan Students, the Arsanman Stu-
dents’ Organsation, the General
and Allied Workers Union, the
Teachers Action Committee. the
Commitiee of Ten. the South
African Council of Churches, the
Azaman People’s Organisation, the
Detainees Awd Movement, the
Workers Support Committee, the
Municipal and General Workers
Union and Civic Associations of
Sowelo,

Sacos also opposed the tour.

This is not 1o forget the role
played by the soccer supporters of
Soweto. At Orlando Stadium, on
the day Amarzulu played the SAB
Xl, people supporting the stand
taken by the three leams stood
outside chanting *Go home, go

home'. Apparently they had not

Match of g
the year: P
The game &
that never B
kicked off |

The winners of the international soccer
boycott: the three teams who refused
to play, the supporters who stayed
away and the community groups who
organised against the tour.

{'llil';i -I'I'IIII'III;I" Kaiser Moutaung Jimmy Hill . . . an organiser of the SAB Internationals .

= “The boycott is in the
nation's in terests '

swallowed the SABC and com-
mercial press’ line that there is no
link between politics and sport.

The “big story’ in the press has
become the world title fight, the
righy tour, the soccer tour, the
cricket tour. High-powered dele-
gations have stepped up lobbying
for readmission Lo the international
scene on the basis that their
particular sport is now ‘completely
multi-racial’. SA's case has been

sirengthened by favourable reports’

from the very many overscas of-
licials who have been brought (or is
it bought?) out here, shown around.
-and persuaded to add their voice to
the .call Tor an end to the inter-
national boycotl.

Government money, funnelled
into sport through Info Department
fronts like the Cirizen newspaper,
has been replaged by a sudden,
massive injection of private capital,
largely from SA Breweries, its
subsidiaries Southern Sun and Sales
House and the Sigma Motor Cor-
poration.

Dr Danie Craven, president of the
SA Rugby Board, put his finger on it
when he said SA would *buy’ its way
back into world sport.

SA Breweries, the major spon-
sor of rugby, ericket and soccer has
found itsell able to underwrite a
cricket tour to the tune of R2m; a
soccer tour for a similar amount in
the same years; and there is talk now

~»

p—

In 1976 Saudi

Arabia’s Prince Faisal gave him £25 million to promote
soccer in the oil-rich state .

of another R2m cricket tour featur-
ing a West Indies team for the
summer.

Not all the money has been spent,
but these are amounts unheard of in
world cricket and soccer. Players
have been paid astronomical sums
to break international bans on
sporting contact with SA. A major

‘aim of these tours has been to

demonstrate to the world that SA

sport is ‘completely multi-racial’and

s0 hasten the country’s return (o the
international fold.

Thus it was interesting. to say the
least, to see SA Brewernes and the
Football Council cut short the
football tour because ‘there are
feclings against the tour among
some sections of our black sup-
porters.

What persuaded Breweries and
the Football Council that these
feelings were worth listening to?
After all, they were there before the
tour began. Breweries and the
Council know perfectly well that
most people support the inter-
national sporting boycott.

Perhaps it was because a mere
three thousand people turned up to
walch the .Amarulu-SAB match.
Many more than that may have gone
to the meeting that was to take place

between Pirates and their sup-

porters. A day before the anti-tour
meeting was to be held, however, the
tour was aborted.

Undoubtedly the two most im-
portant reasons are that the com-
munmily organisalions lormed a
united front and that, for the first
time, major clubs of one of the most
powerful sporting bodies have come
out on the side of the oppressed
community and the internationa
sporting boycotl. :

The Big Three have now been
invited o join the Sacos afliliated
SA Soccer Federation. Their stand,
said the SASF. would *go down in
history’. .

The clubs may be some way from
joining the Federation. There is no
money in the Sacos leagues, while
Breweries. Mainstay, Datsun and
others plough more than R500.000
annually into the NPSL.

When SA  Breweries put up
R 1.780.000 for the tour they did so,
according 1o Peter Savory, a senior
executive, to help football and the
community.

‘SAB involves itself in the support
of the community because the
community supports SAB', said
Savory. 90 per cent of the people
who support us are followers and
players of sport so we put money
back to help them.”

It is diflicult not 1o see red at this
kind of misguided philanthropy.
Apart frm the fact that the beer
drinkers have no choice but 10
support SAB as it has the beer

monopoly. SAB did not consult

SAB’s Peter Savory. The compan;
sponsored the tour to the

tune of R1,7 million.
with the community on the tour at
all. Perhaps il they had they would
not have ended up wasting about
R50.000 per player, or, put another
the profits made-on dbout 2.5 milion
beers.

When the day was done SAB
would have had 1o put up R73.000.
the rest of the cosis coming from
gate money. The community would
have paid for the tour. And what i
R73,000 when SAB is set to make 2
profit of RL715 million this yem
anyway”

“Our hope s that we have helpec
football, that we can contribute
the development of the game, thy
spectators will thrill to the joys o
seeing some of the great players ¢
the age’, said Savory before the tou
was called off.

What did Kaiser Moulaung haw
to say about that besides labellin
the tour a *rip-off'.

*‘Some of the players in tha
touring side looked like wresiler
more than anything else. They wen
obviously not match fit and m
betier than the current crop th
country can offer’. The SAB X
would not have helped soccer in an:
way. he said. and the money woul
have been better spent at club level

George Thabe for the FCSA sai
there were four considerations fo
the tour:
® [t would be in the best interest
of local soccer.



} tour game supporters of e Pirates ' C hiefs” and Swallows” decision-to by ot stood outside chanting “Go home'

Mixing colours for world appeal 'f-

VERY FEW black spurtsmen = perhaps twoor three
thowsand in all — regularly play mived sport in this
country: for millions of other black sportsmen and
would-be sportsmen. nothing has changed. 1 hey have
nu facilities. nu oppuriunities, no coaches: a web of
apartheid legisktion keeps them o their place.

I'hey have no vole. and therelore are powerless tu
chanpe their lut.

Their chibdren get ome-tenth the cducstion that
white children got, amd ot ammd gl gliserimimabiom
v deeply entrendhed

Uhe namber of blacks who play resular mised spHr
has remained virtually vechanged in the past five
Vs,

Mient without  exception. it s confined 10
provincial amd nationai les L v club and sovial lesel:
il s & great rarits,

When Pamt Japson was Minister of Sport a few
vears ago. he told & National party congress that
"Maverick sportsmen wheo join clubs of other races are
members of a dying breed.” 1t seems he may be at least
partly right. Sot the smallest reason is the Group
Areas Act. which Torces blacks and whites 1o live in
separate towns. Another reason s racial attitudes,
which far from being outlawed by the government are
entrenched by a web of laws,

In tennis, where 5 A draws some of the workd s best
plavers to an International Grand Pris lournament
with prire money of R300D.000, there are no black
members of the ruling bods. the SA Tennis | nion.
Reason: bos colls.

In cricket. perhaps a few hundred blacks play under
the SA Cricket | nion. Heason: boycolts.

I sosccer. a few hundred blacks play mived soccer
under the hlack controlled NPSIL.

In rugby. only & handful of blacks throughoul the
ocuntry  regularly  play mived matches. Reason:
entrenched racisim a2t all bt the highest Teyels.

In swimming. the S\ Swimming | nion is non
racial but has no black members, Reason: a boscoll,

In athletics. many hundreds of black road and.
Cross=coumdrs  runners  compele  regularly  apgainst
whites, and the number is growing rapidiy . though
mined clubs are still few and Tar between. Running is
strungly encouraged by the mining houses, whi field
powerful teams, and offer big incemtives to suceessful
alliletes.

In profissional basing. there are several hundred
black bovers and the number is growing rapidly . 1 isa
“profession” of the under-privileged, and offers hig
rewards to the few who make it to the top. The better
fighters regularly meet white opponents, In amateur
boving. full nonracial status has vet (o be achieved.
but at provincial and national level there are mived
LTI

In the end. we are lalking about a few thousand
‘privileged’ blucks for whom apartheid laws haye been
rolled up. and the red carpet rolled out. The good
times last while they are at their peak. Afer that.
unless, they can get a job in coaching or
administration, it's back to the township. the pass
arrest~; the hard life under apartheid.

Springbok rugy player Errol Tobias still does not
have the vote.

Is it surpriving that Sacos puls the achievement of
the must basic of human rights ahead of international
competition?

® It was not in contrasention o
any FIFA fthe world soceer body)
rules or statuies,

® It would help S5A%
‘development” programme.
® | he soccer futures of the over-
seis plvers would not be peopar-
dised.

FFrom the beginning  habe re-
tused 1o respond 1o the call to halt
the tour, saving 1 wish only 1o
address mysell to those in Tavour ol
the tour”

But all he achicved in doing this
was o bring the locus omio the
undemocratic way in which he runs
Sanfa. Moutaung and others com-
plamned that the wams had not been
consulted on the tour atl any stage.

Casio Dynamo’s chairperson Ish-
mael Pahad said his team stood with
the Big Three in rejecting the tour.

Thabe said the |7 plavers wouly
transfer their soccer skills through
coaching clinics in Soweto and

W IR

chwew here. “Inthree days™ one soccer
fan replicd incredulousds.

World opinion  Jdilfered  Trom
| habe as segards Fila rules and the
future of the 17 polecits.-

Fhe Dirst andication came when
(haaldo Ardiles. the one genuine
star in the side, withdrew Tollowing o
warmng from his club Tottenham
Hotspurs., Ardiles. part of a two-
man K 1.4 million buy Tor Spurs. was
tedld  he could be banned lrom
international and  league Toothall
throughout the world. Marno Kem-
pes and o Brazilian plaser withdrew
at the same time,

Fita publicits director. Ene Cour-
tre. warned that the plavers faced a
SCVETY SUSPCAsION.

In. London. 100 Labour Party
MP's  led by former minister of
Sport. Dr Denis Howell, condemn-
ed the tour. In a parbamentary
motion they said it was anattempt to
give respectibility to sporting links

with South Alrica,

he M called on Fila and the
Foglsh  Foothall  Assocuation o
“han those sportimg mereenirics w ho
are more interested in linancial gam
than the struggle Tor racial equaliny
in South Africa.”

A Foothall Association ollival
pointed out that eveny playver his to
register with the FA o play in
England. “Those mwen in South
Alrwca’. he sawd, "aould have 1w
apply lor registration on their return
and we have the power o refuse
them.”

It comes as no surprise that when
one of the returming plavers was
aksed by BBC-TY what he thought
his [uture held. he rephied: *You well
me ...

The Foothall Council of South
Adrica (FCSA) claims 1o he a fully
non-racial body but the truth is
dilferent. It has racial organisations

within it. The NPSL. has a lew whites

h

organising the tour without

phiving with blacks atadult level but
there momo muvang at school lesel.

Kenvan boss,  Clement
Cogcharva, an inllucntal sonce an
hoth Fida and the Slrwan Foothall
Conlederation, sayvs the FOSA has
chosen the wrong coure,

Tostead  of coming  clser o
Alrica, the FOSA seemed to have
chosen o conlrontation course.”

"We are waiting lor & signal Irom
the S5 Towsthall aotherrities 1o show
thes are with us and agains] the
polwies ol the South  Alrican
government. You are cither with the
South Alrcan government or vou
are with ws. There s no middle
corse,”

A United Nations resolution in
1976 calls on member mnations 1o
have no sporting tbies with 5A “unul
apartheid as a whole is dismantled.”

What now happens to the link
hetween politics and sport?

Soccer plavers are members of the
communitics before being members
of the teams, the NPSL or the
FCSA. Il they were asked by the

SURLUUT
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The NPSL'S George Thabe in happier times. He has been accused of
consulting

the three teams.

Sceunts Police whal prossires were
put on them to withdraw, they man
well answer by st a lew lvws and
a couple of realites

I he South Adrcan iws of meton

{ b Ciroap Nrgas et e Maiss
Laws, the Dwguer At amd oihers
restrict there boemg any normahiy in
sHIrT,

e country™s kaw ol grias ity the
lack of o vote lor the mageri
hopes to make sure things reminn
the same.

From the other side. what would
nun-plaving members ol the com-
munity say about 5 AR and the towr?
So prizes for guessing the ansaer ol

the SAR emplovees who were
recently  lorced to go on strthe
because they  were bong  pad

inadeyuale wages,

Ultimately, the banner “No nor-
mal sport in an abnormal society” is
still Mying and o 15 the courape of the
Big Three, communily organisal-
ions. the people of Sowcio and the
international pressure procps, that
have won the day.



INQUESTS

There is
something
wrong in
the “state’
of Venda

I YOUR language o s dilleremt
Irom Venda.” That was the sample
explunation Irom a pohoe wilness
lor comllicting testimony that was
tried a lew times duning the Venda
inyguest into the death in detention of
Ishifikura Isaae Mouthe.

Phat bt ol semantic shubduggen
did not help the witness vers much
and at the end of a lour day imguest,
Sihasa Magnstrale  Stan Staner
found that two security policemen in
the Yenda MSatwonal Force were
the cause ol Moulhe's death as a
result of an apparent  unlawiul
assaul

Police fumble
over death
of detainee

FOR SOME amongst the R0-100
people who packed the Sibasa
Magistrates Court daily to attend
the inguest into the death of Isaac
Mouthe, listening 1o security
policemen Tumble and equivocate
under  cross-examination  seemed
like sweet revenge.

They were some of the 14 people
detained i the clampdown by
Venda Security Police following the
ANC  attack on  Sibasa Police
Station on 26 October 1981, in
which two policemen were killed.

One of those detained was Mou-
fhe. who was to dic in detention less
than 36 hours after his arrest.

The other detainees, save one,
were all acquitted ina recent security
trial in Venda when sensationally
midway through the trial the pro-
seculor dropped charges against
them.

Now sitting in the court, some ol
the ex-detainces like Reverend X,
felt a curious sense of irony listening
1o security police inadeguately try to
explain how a healthy man died
from injuries two days alier being in
police custody.

Most of the relcased detainces
have told tales of torture and a
number ol them including Rev X
have instituted civil action against
the police. .

Thus far the Venda police have
been unable to successlully pin the
attack on Nibasa. on anvone,

The clampdown on church lead-
ership appears to have been the
Venda authorities attempt to use the
attack on the police station as their
own "Reichstag fire"  an excuse to
clamp down on political dissidents
in the territory.

In a country with no meaninglul
political opposition, the Lutheran
Church has become one of the few
OppOsing voices in pretoria’s second
satellite republic.

Moufhe himself was a lay preach-
er in the l.utheran Church and vice-
president of the Bold Evangelical
Church Associaiton.  Over 600
people sttended his funcral inSibasa
in November last year where speak-
ers paid tribute to his contribution
to the community.

e Bearimg was centred around
the two secunty pobicemen’s (Cap-
tain Ramaligela™s and a Sergeant
Mangoga's) bizarre tale of how
Moulhe came Lo die alter less than
I hours in police custody,

According 1o Ramahgela, Mou-
fhe was arrested on the ¢evening ol
the November 100 1981 at his home
in Sibasa, He was, according o
Ramaligela, warmed in erms ol
Judges Rulbes, and then conlronted
with inlormation about his alleged
partcipation i an ANC attack on
the Sibasa police station on 26
October 19%1.

Moulhe having demied the allega-
tion was detmned Tor urther gues-
yuestiomng and taken 1o the Venda
Central Prison where he passed the
night.

The [ollowing morning. |1 Nov-
ember. Moulhe was fetched from
the prison at K 30am and taken Lo
the olffices ol the seciiniy police,

where he was  iterrogated by
Ramaligels and Mangaga.
At lirst Moulhe denied  all

knowledge of the attack, but later’

dunnag the alternoon he “conlessed”

to having wilnessed the atlack
ard then taking the insurgents in his
car and driven them Lo two remote
nothern p.a,l"h of Venda where he
dropped them ofl.

Moulhe agreed Lo point out 1o the
polcemen these places but implored
them to only take him at night as he
would be ashamed 10 be scen in
police custody during the day.
Ramaligela and Mangaga. being the
understanding men that they are,
agreed 1o this reguest since Moulhe
was being so ‘co-operative’. So at
Epm that eveming they drove oul ol
the securily police Headyuariers
with Moulhe sitting in the hack ol
their open landrover without hand-
culfs, next to Captain Ramaligela.
while Sgt Mangaga drove.

The landrover had not driven
more than a few hundred yards
down the main road, testified
Ramaligela. when Moulhe attemp-
ted to jump over the side of the
vehicke either in a bud o commit
suicide or cscape.

Before he could do so Ramaligela
managed to pull him back over the
side and wrestied him down to the
floor of the vehicle., with Moufhe
falling on top of the captain. The
scullle was bricl and u appeuared
from Ramaligela’s testimony that
Moulhe’s only possible injury as a
result of it was a bump to his back
from the vehicle’s sade.

The landrover at this stage had
stopped and Mangaga had got out.
Ramaligela explamned what had
happened and ordered him to return
to the security police offices. There
they took Moulhe back 1o prison in
a car, deciding to abandon the
‘pointing out” exercise. [During the
journcy to the prison Moufe was
said to have expressed disappoint-
ment al the [act that he was not
being taken hack home.

When they got to the prison,
Moulhe began 1o behave strangely.
He reflused to get out of the car and
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THE WIDOW ol lawver and
sommumity leader Grilliths Mxenge
slammed allegations that her hus-
band was killed by the ANC or that
he had misappropriated AMC Tunds
A an inguest examinmg the circum-
stances surrounding his death held
at an Umlasi count kast month.

Macnpe's body was dumped near
the Umlan cvele stadium  on
November ) last year.

In court, the counsel Tor the State,
Andre Oberholrer. yuoted Natal
Mercury reports linking M xenge’s
death o the ANC and chuming he
had been misappropriating ANC
Tunds.

Nomvameselo Mxenge. in reply.
vehemenily denied these allegations
saying that her hushand had not
even handled or kept any ANC
lunds. She said she had dealt with all
her hushand's accoums so it would
not have been possible for him to
have even handled the funds without
her knowing.

The court was told that it was well
known that many people in lerror-
msm trials were defended by advo-
cates brieled by Maxenge and Mrs
Mxcnge said the practice was still
continuing.

"But isn’t o true that men came
round shortly belore vour hushand's

<
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“Gariffiths Mxenge — a man of the people”™

Mxenge murder
questions, too

death 1w look nle his gcounts’,
herholser asked.

Yoeu! she countered. “but these
were tax people who didn’t beliese
his tax returns. They thought we
should be paving more bot all our
money went to paving advocates.”

Mrs M xenge added that the police
hod never looked imto the allegat-
woms of misappropriation of Tunds.

Alter further suggestions that the
ANC had killed her husband. she
siid, they had “absolutely no reason
to kill him'. .

‘I'm not able to point a linger at
the people who killed my hushand
but the people who hated him were
the people who regarded ham as a
Leftist. The whole thing was a cover-
up by people who want o draw
attention away from themselves (o
the ANC. she said. "Besides.” she
added ‘onc ol the first people 10
phone me after my husband’s death
was Mrs Tambo, the wile of
the preswdent of the ANC, and |

received telegrammes of condolence
from ANC olbiwes in London,
Famba and Swaziland.”

EFarlier, M Mxenge told the
Court that she koew the offce
telephone was tapped by the Se-
curitsy Branch and that they had
approached the owner ol ollices
mext door to use their premises 1o
bug her hushand's oflices.

“I'he lady next door had told us
that thev had wld her that my
hushand would be in jal betore
December’.

And shortly belore his death, she
said, Grifliths Mxenge had been
interrogated by the security police as
they wanted him 1o give evidence in
a recenl lerrorism Lrial.

The court also heard how the
Mxenge’s two dogs had died after
heing poisoned on the night before
Mxenge's death.

‘My husband had remarked that
the death ol the dogs was [rightening
and had said he would try and get

the Captain had to summon two
warders to “escort” him out. Moulhe
was oscorted 1o his cell by the
warders. and left there lor the night.
The next morning. 12th November
1981 he was discovered dead.
Ramaligela’s account of the
evenis became the subject of vanous
cross-examinations during the in-
quest and soon yuestions were
raised about cvery aspect of his
testimony. ’
® [Two pathologists ginang expert
testimony on the medical evidence
said Moulhe's post-moriem injuries
were inconsistent with the official
explanation of Moulhe's death.
The post moriem revealed that
Moulhe had sullfered an injury 1o his
right eve, a bruise on the chest,
severe bruising on the scrotum. and
bruises all over his back. The bad
bruises alone according 1o the one
expert, Professor J D Laubscher,
were caused by at least ten deliberate
blunt blows.
® The landrover Ramaligela and
Mangaga claimed 10 have used on
November |1 to transport Moulhe
was not in use that day according 1o
its vehicle log book. In fact it had not
been used [rom the period August 10
o November 14,
® The fhirst written statement by
Mangaga and Ramaligela on the
events leading 1o Moulhe's death
were made on January 20 1982,
more than two months alter the
death, and after the post morem
results were known,

® Ramaligcla testified incourt that
he had pulled Moufhe back into Lhe

landrover by his arms. but his
statement on January 20 said that he
had pulled him back by his ankles.
He explained the discrepancies as a
result of “language conflusion’.

& Ramaligela said he had torn up
his notes of Moulhe's inlerrogation
and had no writlen confession from
Moufhe as he had intended getting
the confession written down once
Moulhe had poinled out the place
where he had dropped off the ANC
altackers.

® HBoth Ramaligela and Mangaga
testilied that ne doctor had been
called lor Moulhe once he had been
taken back to the prison as there
didn’t appear 1o be anything wrong
with him.

® The evidence of the warders at
the Venda prison contradicted the
evidence of both security policemen.

One warder, Constable K halushe,
told the court that at | 1. 45pm on the
night of November 11, Captain
Ramaligela called him and another
warder 1o help him carry oul a
person [rom his car. The person was
Moulhe. Khalushe testified that he
found Muofhe on the back seat of
the car with his eyes closed.
Ramaligela told him that the man
was drunk. The man had 1o be
carried 1o his cell he savd. as he could
not walk.

If warder Khalushe's testimony
wis to be behieved. it meamt that
Ramaligela and Mangaga were
unable 1o account lor at least three
hours that night. from the time
Moulhe had made his abortive
‘escape” al approximately X.15pm

until 1145 when warder Khalushe
saw them at the prison. The prison
was only 15 20 minutes drive from
the security police Headyuariers.

The warders had all testified that
Moulhe had 1o be carried oul of the
car into the prison; he appeard to be
either very “tired” (warder Netshu-
hungilulu) or drunk [ K halushe). The
two policemen in their original
statements both said Muolhe had
walked out of the car with the
warders and did not need 1o he
carried.

By day lour of the inguest the
mconsistencies had become so bla-
tant that both the prosecutor, Tony
Manktelow who led the evidence
and Ernie Wentzel, SC. who ap-
peared for Ms Muolhe agreed that
the case could be closed 1o allow the
Magmistrate to make his linding.

The magistrate, in an  histonic
finding in an inguest into the death
of a secunity detainee, found that
Moufhe had died from haemor-
rhage as a result of his injuries which
were caused by an apparent unlaw-
ful assault by Captain Ramaligela
and Scrgeant Mangaga.

Al the time of going 1o press his
judgement was not available to
Saspre Netional but it i1s understood
that the inyuest record has been
relerred 1o the Attorney General of
Venda. to consider a prosecution.

Already in May this vear,
Moufhe’s widow, Lilian Moufhe'
and his mother Anna Diadlama had
instituted a civil claim against the
Venda National Force for R 385.000
in damages.



COURTS

Muxenge's funeral in King Williams Town

— t00 many
few answers

some dogs from a (nend.” Mrs
Mxenge said.

During the inguest proceedings
the counsel for the family. Louis
Skweyiya. asked the investigating
officer whether he would be pleased
if he helped him find the
whereabouts of the ‘untraceable’
man who had found Mxenge's body.

And, after Det-Sgt Wilmot
Nithsangase had said he would ‘jump
around for joy', Skweyiya told the
Court the man's address and where
he was working.

He added that ‘although | am not
a policeman’ between the close of the
proceedings the day belore and that
morning he had been able to trace
the man.

Under cross examination by
Skweyiya, Det-Sgt Nishangase ad-
mitted he had not talked tothe night
walchman of the building where
Maxenge was last seen nor had he
talked to the people living in the Nats

in the area.

Det-Sgt Nishangase then told the
court that the reason he had not
done this was because he “was nol
used to Durban® and especially the
area where Mxenge was last seen.

The investigating officer also said
he did not know Lhe whereabouts of
the shirt which M xenge was wearing
when his body had been found and
had not examined it for clues.

He thought it had been handed
over to the Mxenge family but Mrs
Mxenge told the Court she had only
received his trousers. belt and socks.

MNeither the shirt or the trousers
had any blood stains on them, the
Court was told by various witnesses,
in spite of the fact that Mxenge had
45 wounds on his body.

The first State witness, Dr Johan-
nes van Staaten, said the cause of
Mxenge's death was *multiple clean
cut injuries to the lungs, liver and
heart.

He said the majority of these had
heen caused by a knile or knives but
g number ol wounds on the head had
been inflicted by a blun-edged
instrument “like a hammer',

Describing the wounds. Dr van
Staaten said most of the wounds had
nol been fatal but a “potentially latal’
wound had been the cut slightly
above the Adam's apple which had
severed the neck to the bone.

Also pgiving evidence at
inguest, Advocate Pws Langa
who was reputedly the last person to

the

see Mxenge alive -- said he had met |

Mxenge in Victoria Street where he
had handed over a case file late that
aflternoon.

He had then U-turned the wrong
way up Victoria Street when he
heard urgent hooting (rom what
could have been Mxenge's car.

*Thinking back, | believe that if
the hooting had come (rom the
deceased it was the hooling of
someone in distress or somebody
trying to draw somebody elses
attention.’ Langa told the Counrt.

But, he said. he had ignored it~

thinking someone was hooting
because he was going up the street
the wrong way.

The inguest was adjourned Lo “a
date still 10 be established .’

Parole as Island turns 21

IWENTY ONE vears ago,. Robhen
Island was proclaimed a maximum
security prison for political
prisoners. This year's anniversary
wis marked by the Government’s
move 1o grant remission to political
prisoners for the first time in the
history of Nationahist Party rule.

The lirst prisoners granted parole
were Henry Aflrica (25) and Siphiwe
Ngwenya both of Soweto, Joe Mati
(49} of Mdantsane, Mlulcki George
ol Qongyotha township near King
Williams Town and at least three

others. All had been jailed for
contravening the Suppression of
Communism  Acl. Before release
they had spemt 42 months at
Helderstroom Prison ncar the Free
State town of Caledon.

Also recently released were three
Swapo members who have just
completed terms of six and five
years. |he men are hbehieved 1o be
Sakria  MNashandi (34). Michael
Shikongo (42) and Nabot Limene
143).

The government's  remission
policy has been welcomed but is
open to speculation and scepticisms
in view of the circumstances and
conditions  under which certain
prisoners are eligible for parole. In
May, the Minister of Justice, Kobie
Coelzee announced in Parliament
that parole and remissions would

‘only apply to those with good
prognosis. In other words, those
who have co-operated and shown
that they have an lact turned ther
back on ¢cnime.’

A HRelease Advisory Board.
appmnted by the Minister, met on 2
July. Its lunction is 1w decide
“whether the prisoner s ready o be a
productive member ol society and to
be reunited with it”. 1T there are any
conflicts of opinion on the Board,
the Government has the linal say.

The remission policy has led 1o
speculation on the possible future
release ol pri:'.ﬂntni such as
Mandela, Sisulu and others serving
long or lile sentences. | here has also
been speculation about the possible
release of Herman Toiva ya Toiva,
the Namibian leader who s servinga
20-year sentence. However this
has been dismissed by prison
authorities and it is likely thai
mainly short-term prisoners due out
before 1984 are in line for parole.

The government’s unprecedented
move should be viewed with greater
caution, rather than over-optimism,
observed a Black Sash member. ‘In
the light of detentions, bannings and
banishments this move can hardly
he seen as a change in the state's
altitude,” said another commen-
lator.

The Island has housed opponents

ol the Government since the IKth
century. In 1918, Makhanda, the
Xhosa war doctor, became the lirst
hlack political prisoner. Other
rebellious chiels were imprisoned on
the island by the British colonisers.
In 1¥60 one prisoner drowned in an
attempt to escape 1o the mainland.

John Vorster and a lew other
Mationalist *arty leaders also spent
time interned on the Iskand during
the Second World War. | hey were
members of a pro-Naas organisation
opposcd 1o the Smuts’ government’s
support Tor the Allied lorces.

In 1959 it was ollicially declared a
penal setlement and initially held
ciiminal and political prisoners,
Alfter the banning of the ANC and
other organisations in the early
1960's and the trials that followed,
many people were imprisoned on the
island. Nelson Mandela, Govan
Mbeki, Walter Sisulu, Raymond
Mhlaba, Elias Motsoaledi, Andrew
Mlangeni and Abhmed Kathrada
were all sentenced to life
imprisonment  during  that time.
Some of them have recently been
moved off the island to Pollsmoor
Prison on the Cape Peninsula.

Robben Island may not be a
prison for very much longer. The
government has announced that a
wants to change it into a holiday
resort and move the prisoners (o an
inland jail by 1983,
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Hogan alleges
heavy handed
action by SP

AN AWAITING tnal  prisoner.
Rarbara Hogan, M) told a Johan-
neshurg Magistrie’s Court that she
was assaulied by a security police-
man who tld her he took dehight in
beating terrorists and communists,
including women.

Hogan, who has been i detention
siice September 22 last vear, has
been charged with treason amnd will
appear i the Rand Supreme Coun
on August 15

I v security policemen, Wirsan

CMwer (WO Nweoloas  Johannes
Prevtleels. 33X ol Heach Avenuoce,
Promrese, Coermneston,  amd WD

Lawrence Charles I"hatlip Prins, 31,
ul Stile Readences, Government
Moruary. Springs appearcd belore
Mr G J Schocman on Jaly 22

Ihe State alleges that the police-
man it Hogan with fists and open
hands on her Lace, head. cars amnd
hack on October 22, 1981 They

Latest laws
are no fairy tale

FIXING UP the legal niceties for
South Alrica’s securily mecasurcs is
like trying to pass oll Little Red
Riding Hood's grandmother in the
pension yueues,

But, such has been the shake-up of
sccunty legislation in the wake of the
Rabic Commission recommendat-
1ons that even the security boys have
heen geiting themselves twisted in
confusion over who they are
holding under what law.

On June 24, seven people were
detained under Section 22 of the
General law Amendment  Act
which allowed them Lo be held lor 14
days without recourse to lawyers,
family and (riends. These detentions
were widely reported by the media
before the security police. lor the
first time ever, prohibited (urther
publication of the names in terms ol
Section 2N e) of the Police Act.

S0 lar so good, everyone™s used to
this sort of thing, but here comaes the
calch.

Not only had Section 27(¢) been
removed from the statute books
cight duys belore the detentions, but
Section 22 ceased 1o be law a weck
alter the incarcerations having becn
eclipsed by the new Internal Security
Act.

The recent shake-up ol security
legislation has only changed o few
names of the country’s most draco-
nian laws and streamlined them for
casier application.

The shake-up was heralded carly
in June by the introduction ol the
Intimidation Act, which has already
been pul to use in the current wave
of labour unrest in Natal,

The onset of July saw the
disappearance of the infamous
Terrorism Act, Internal Security
Act ol 1950 and several others where
were collectively replaced by the
Internal Security Act 74 of 1982,

The new act is likely 1o be used
extensively in future security police
investigations,

People taken in for interrogation
will be held under Section 29 while
potential state wilnesses will be held
under Scction 3l. Those detained
because the Minister of Law and
Order so desires will find themselves
victims of Section 28, Il any charges
are made the Altorney General may,
in terms of Section 30, refuse bail.

With effect from the beginning of
July any warrant officer or higher
rank, may detain a person without a
warrant il he feels the detention will
combat public disturbance, dis-
order, riots, or violence.

pleaded not guilty,

She said on October 22 she was
taken Trovim her cell at abaut Yam to
an eldlwe on the 1Oth Moor ol Joha
Vorster  Square  and  intensively
imterrogated by a group of seourity
policemen,

Later that mommg. W Deet-

leets and WO Prims came in. Her
hamdds were tghtly handeulled be-

Tand her hack so that she could ms

M.

“They were shoutimg and screanm-
g at e and  calling e a
commumst.” she saud, addimg than
throughou  her ainterropation she
handd been sereoimmed st amd Chireatlen-
ed with physical vinlenee

She samd o seemwed thaot viodenee
was a pattern the Sccuriy Police
uwsid when imterrogating detainees,

At lunchtime, the handeulls were
remans el amd she wars showted at and
tokd 1o swallow her Tood guickly,

“Aller lunch. WO Prins  came
and stood behind me. A guestion
waould be asked and he would it me
trom hehind across the right side of
my lace.” she sand.

e started hitting me regularly
then. He hit mwe on my lace, hack and
neck. He made a special poim ol
hitting me on my cars and said this
would break my cardrums.”

“Ieetleels would ask the questions
and 1*rins would hit me. As | recall,
there must have been between 25
and 30 blows. They were nol
continuwows  but  imterspersed  with
VETY agEressive YuesLioning. scrcam-
ing and shouting.”

She sud she was deeply shocked
and numbed by what she described
as an “overwhelming expericnce’

She said she could not say if the
assanult weas serious or minor because
“in the circumstances, you have lintle
power, you are in the control ol the
Sceunty Police and you are mentally
strained. To have two men beating
me wis Irumatic.”

When she was eventually allowed
to go to the toilet. she noticed the
rectal fisure she had developed in
detention had started bleedinfe.

She was taken ina Security Police
car to a  district surgeon, e
Jacobson, On the way there, she was
warned by WO Dectlecls not o
speak about what had happened.
and was threatened with Turther
assaulis,

She said WO Decticels had onee
said o her he was “nol scared of
assault charges because they always
get syuashed’.

‘When | got to Dr Jacobson, he
asked me il | had any complaints. |
pointed 1o my lace and started
erying.” she saud,

*IIr Jacobson became angry when
he suw my bruses. He asked me Lo
strip down s0 he could take note ol
all the bruses on my body. He called
in another doctor to verily the
injuries. | begged him not o say
that | had been assaulted.”

She sawd she had bruises under her
right eye and a larger one on her
right cheek. Her back. neck and cars
were also painful.

The doctor's report was handed Lo
the Secunty Police as they lelt the
consulting rooms, and she said WO
Ieetleels told her he would be nice
to her because she had not 1old the
doctor about the assault

Mr T T A Bornman. for WO
Prins, put it to Hogan that she was
a member of the ANC and that she
had received instructions on how to
behave in detention *to put the police
in a bad light'.

Hogan refused to sayv il she was a
member of the ANC because it could
incriminate her. She denied she had
any knowledge of how to behave in
detention.



COMMUNITY NEWS

COMMUNITY LEADERS in Ac-

tonwville, Benoni, have fiercely criti--

cised the government's new housing
Eul:ity, outhined by the Minister of
ommunity Development, Pen
Kotze, in his recent visit Lo the area.
According to a statement issued
by Kotze, his department’s housing
commitment is ‘almost complete’
and ‘it is now the responsibility of
the individual and private enterprise
lo provide housing, as Government
funds will not be available for this
purpose in the forseeable future'.
“Our first priority is to ensure that
land and infrastructure be made

available to all persons who can with,

their own financial resources, that of
their employers. linancial institu-
tions and by privale means accepl
the responsibility for constructing
their homes,’ said Kolze.

As far as housing lor the poor is

Housing: Community leaders
‘No’ to Pen’s plans

give firm

concerned. he said the department
would consider making funds avail-
able for housing projects for those
earning less than RI150 a month,
Such loans would, however, be
restricted to those unable 1o get
linancial assistance from any other
source.

In response to a reguest by the
Actonville Housing Committee 1o
proclaim Dawn Park in Boksburg
an Indian area, the munister said
Dawn Park would be kept for whites
affected by exiensions to Reiger
Park, an overcrowded “Coloured *

area in Boksburg.

With an estimated 4.000 people
on the housing waiting list in
Actonville, outbuildings and
garages are being converted into
homes in some cases sheltering two
families. Tenants complain of ex-
horbitant rents and exploitative
landlords, and families are forced to
separate to find accommodation.

With the granting of approxi-
mately 1,000 stands in Actonville
exlensions 4 and 5 and Kingsway the
problem is a long way from being
solved.

Reacting to the Government's
decision, the Transvaal Anti-SAIC
Committee of Benoni said, ‘The
K olze meeting has convinced us that
the government is nol sympathetic
lo our réeal problems. To talk of
reform (through the President’s
Council) on the one hand, while
ignoring the day 1o day needs of our
people on the other is nothing but
trickery.

‘It has become clear that the
present government is not only
unwilling but unable 1o deliver the
goods,” he said. *We believe it i1s the

groups. he sad
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Government’s responsibility 1o pro-
vide decemt and adeguate housing
for it’s citizens.”

In the case ol lower income
‘the government
must subsidise housing so that
tenants are not forced to sacrifice
basic necessities to afford rentals,
*We must unite against the govern-
ment’s unjust policies in general and
it’s housing pelicy in particular,’ he
said, calling on residents to *resist
the government’s attempts to shift
the burden of housing onto the
communily which is already finding
it difficult to make ends meet.”

Dr-A § Carrim, chairperson of
Actonville’s Housing Committee,
said the Dawn Park‘issue was an
‘open acknowlegement  of the
government's concern for its white
electorate and not for the people of
South Africa as a whole.

Thousands will E
be evicted from
Inanda homes

ABOLIT 135,000 people in Inanda,
just vutside Durban have been tohd
they are 1o be systematically evicted
over the next 12 1o 18 months,
While the commissioner [or the
Vermulan arca, Brian Durant, has
publicly said the vast majority of
these people have alternative houses
in Kwasulu and are recent arrivals in
Inanda, the facts are very dilferem,

® Those (rom rural KwaZulu
have been forced imto Durban's
metropolitan arca through over-
crowding. poverty and starvation in
their *homelands’.

® Many of the pecople have been
lorced, by the chrone shortage ol
housing and subseyuent gross over-
crowding in the townships around
Durban, to find plots of land for
themselves in Inanda and to erect
their own houses.

® Muny people have lived in
Inanda lor a number of years have
contributed io the community and
have permanent jobs in Durhan.

Already over 20 residents have
been charged under the 1936 Trust
and Land Act and the 1951 lllegal
Squatting Act.

The policy 1o evict people from
RA 33 (Released Arca 33) in Inanda
contradicts carlier  government
statements 1o develop the area.

Following the 1980 typhoid out-
hreak in Inanda, a water tanker
supply scheme was introduced by
the SADF and the Department ol
Water Affairs. This was taken over
by the Department of Co-operation
and Development which stopped the
water supply in October 1951,

The public outery that followed
caused the Depariment o resume
supplies. In 1982 money was appro-
priated for the purpose ol installing
a bulk water supply system and
standpipes for R.A. 33, The tech-
nical division of the Depariment ol
Co-operation and Development
briefed engineering consultants o
install the system. It was designed

and was due 10 be operational by
June 1982,

Phere have also been  positive
statements in Parhament regarding
a sub-cconomic structure plan for
the entire arca. involving upgrading
the present squatler seitlements and
installing basic services and facili-
Lics.

The Department’s actions in
continuing with the evictions [Mics in
the lace of any permanent stabili-
sation plans for the area.

There has been a conlusing serics
of orders and counter-orders from
the Commissioner’s office in Veru-
lam regarding evictions. Varying
tactics have been used against both
the landlords and tenants.

In the face of what is clearly a
potentially explosive issue, Mr
Durant is attempting to sct the black
and Indian communities against
each other by prosecuting or threat-
ening to prosecute Indian landlords
in order to force them to eviet the
tenants on their land. Indian land-
lords have also been pressurised to
draw up lsts of thewr tenants
showing personal details and em-
ployment status. This presumably is
being done in terms of Section 15 of
the 1936 Land Act.

These tactics create racial tension
and divide the community itsell.

In an effort to discourage settle-
ment. new structures on rented land
have recently been demolished by
the Department. in some cases
affecting both new and old struct-
ures. People have been selected at
random for prosecution, despite the
Department’s stated intention 1o
evictl ‘new squalters’

This tactic destablilises and de-
moralises the community.

There are several cases pending in
the Verulam Magistrate’s Court. In
the likely event of conviction the
people will be evicted, their houses
demolished and they will be tran-
sported jobless and withoul possess-
ions to the rural slums of KwaZulu.
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Thousands NMocked from all parts of Western Lape to protest against high rents.

The house that Cahac built

ADDRESSING THE first Annual
General Meeting of the Cape Areas
Housing Action Committee (Cahac)
the secretary said "Cahac has
become a houschold name. People
identily Cahac with being at the
forefront of their struggles’

Today, residents associations re-
presenting 21 areas in greater Cape
Town are afliliated 1o Cahac and
two more have applied for affiliate
status. But the best indication of
Cahac’s growth lies in its assessment
of the problems and direction
needed te carry the organisation
forward. This emerged at the recent
Cahac AGM attended by 40 dele-
gates and over 150 observers.

In reviewing its work Cahac em-
phasised the need for "a new
approach which will ensure that the
people who come into our organi-
sation can become committed to its
work. This will build organisations
that are both lasting and effective.”

Over the past year Cahac’s pnime
activity has related to campaigns
around issues such as rents,
maintenance and busfares. Work
has primarily focussed on

immediate issues which has meant
people have Nocked Lo organisations
during times of crisis and have
drifted out almost as yuickly at the
end of campaigns.

MNow Cahac believes that i needs
1o go beyond defending the little that
people have already. It will advance
demands that go beyond campaigns
and enable organisation loconlinue.

In the words of Wilfred Rhodes,
chairperson of Cahac: *“We must see
the increasing rents. buslares and
electricity charges as being only the
smoke, Our work must be geared 1o
extinguishing the lire that causes the
smoke. Our goal must be 1o
eliminate from this society-all the
causes of our hardship.”

Bui, says Cahac, o lasting and
effective organisation is 1o be built,
then it must not be built in the air —
organisation must be rooted iIn
the community. This means a
greater emphasis on drawing in
more ordinary lenants, both at area
and Cahac level, to fill positions of
work and leadership.

Since the organisation’s growth in
the early BO's many civic

Administration Board

A CONTRACT worker's break-
through in being granted permanent
rights to live 1n Cape Town by the
Cape Supreme Court s being
ignored by the West Cape Admini-
stration Board in its application Lo
hundreds of similar cases.

On May 3 Totosi Stanford Bool, a
Fattis and Monis worker was
granted a court order entitling him
to Section 10 I b rights in Cape Town
because he had worked for one
employer for more than ten years.

Many people saw this as a test
case opening the way for hundreds

of contract workers with the same
‘gualifications’ 1o gain these rights
which mean they can live with their
families. change jobs freely and not
have to return to the homelands
when they lose their jobs or retire,

But the administration board has

been refusing to granl permanent

residence rights to the over 500
for

workers who have applied
Section 10 b rights since Boois case.

The hoard says it is still waiting
for the appeal against the Rihhoto

case. Last year a Germiston contract
worker Mahlolo Tom Rihhoto ina

ignores influx case

similar case to Boor's was granted
Section 10 Ib rights at the Rand

Supreme Court. The judge held that
Rihhoto had worked “continuously’
for one employer for ten years even
though in terms of a governmeni
regulation he had to renew his
contract yearly.

It is this regulation published by
the Department of Bantu Admini-
stration in 1968 which has enabled
administration boards 10 sysle-
matically refuse residence rights
even il people had worked for more
than ten years.

The Rihhoto case was the first
challenge to the regulations and his
victory meant that many thousands
of other workers could also gain
permanent residence. But the West
Rand Administration Board ap-
pealed and the outcome is still being
awailed.

However Cape Town lawyers said
the Rihhoto case had no bearing to
the Western Cape and the Admini-
stration Board was making a
mockery of the law by refusing to
grant Section 10 rights to applicants
who had the same rights as Booi.

organisations have relied too heavily
on the experience and understand-
ing of young activists schooled in the
mass upsurge of recent years. Cahac
has now committed itself to break-
ing down this reliance.

This calls for greater involvement
by all alfected people. Not everyone
in our community understands
things equally well. Some have more
expenence and conlidence. It is the
task of those with confidence not to
make decisions on their own but to
reach out and involve the others in
day to day work.

The task ol drawing in ordinary
tenanis will be done by:
® Opening up Cahac to ordinary
membership by holding gencral
meetings in different areas. Host
areas will be encouraged to bring as
many observers as possible;
® Establishing ad hoc structures
along regional lines, along lines of
common issues or along lines of
common local authorities:
® Emphasising education and
organisational training through
holding regular workshops and
selting up education sub-
committees around issues such as
housing. transport, resources and
publications.

Cahac has committed itsell 10
establish working relationships with
other progressive organisations,

In particular. it has resolved 10
establish-a lirm relationship with the
trade union movement. recognising
the close link between the struggles
workers face in their workplace and
in their communities.

Supporting this move, a
spokesperson from the Cape Town
Municipal Workers Association
said: "Our members in the trade
unions are also the tenants in the
communities. We must encourage
our members 1o join unions. It is
essential that people are organised in
all aspects of their lives.”
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AUGUST NINTH is the day 20,000
women marched on-the Pretona
Union Buildings to protest against
““eive antension of passes to African

W O, :

The spi, gf uni :
these wclfmrnqﬂ'ré'w" is celebrated
every yvear by thousands of South
Alricans as National Women's Day,
a highpoint in the people’s struggle
against apartheid.

Yel, today, 26 years later, black
women are still the most exploited
and vppressed section of the popu-
lation,

I'hey bear the burden of a triple
oppression. Their sex. class and race
together make them the lowest paid
workers the maost vulncrable (o
dismissal. retrenchment and  un-
employment. They also Nill the worst
jobs domestic service and farm
labour those oflering the least
protection 1o the employee.

As wives, mothers and head of
houscholds. they bear the brunt of
poverty caused by high inflation and
a skyrocketing cost-of-living. It is
women who have to deal with sick
and malnourished children, inade-
quate health care and overcrowding.

In addition to these burdens,
women are also oppressed by their
men. who arc themselves exploited
and humiliated by the yoke of
oppression. Much of women's ill-
treatment by their men results from
old tribal values which say men are
SUPETIOr 10 Women.

For many years. women have
carricd this bitter burden in silence.
But recently. women's organisat-
ions, committed to involving women
as equals in the struggle. have once
again emerged. The promise of that
great march to Pretoria so many
years ago. is now being taken
forward by organsations like the
United Women's Organisation in
Cape Town and the Federation of
South African Women in the
Transvaal together with those or-
Zanising wWomen in unions.

This is not to say that any great
victornes have been won yet. or the
way forward is without problems.
But there is an increasing recognil-
ion and understanding of the role
women have to play, As organisat-
ion proceeds, there s a clearer
understanding of the specilic pro-
blems that women face.

*The Pretoria demonsiration showed that we women can d

Iaking the marchforward

ty and deliance -
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Bread-and-butter struggles are drawing more women
into collective action.

In the trade uwnion movement
organisers daily confront the effects
of women's bargaining position:
they are paid less than men; they are
retrenched first; they are vulnerable
to sexual harassment by foremen
and supervisors and they are ofien
lorced to have dangerous contra-
ceplive injections ( Depo-pravera) or
risk losing their jobs.

The most common  problem
amongst working class women is
having to work a double-day. On
top of their 8-hour day in the
factories, they also have to feed,
clothe and care for their Tamilies,
This leaves little time lor union or
community matiers especially when
husbands or fathers are not yel
convinced that *their’ women need to
be involved in the struggle.

‘It makes me so irnitated when |
come home and find my husband

lying on the bed reading the paper,
knowing how hard | work - and he
stil expects me o do everything for
him and the house." These are the
words of one trade unionist but it isa
cOmmon  experience amongst
women.

In the communities there are also
problems. Women are scared 1o
stand up and be involved. Their
daily experience of being at the very
bottom of the heap has made many
feel unconfident, scared and inade-
yuate. Ths s all besides the tact that
women have so little time flor
anything besides their jobs and their
household labours, _

This situation has led to the wdea
of a ‘family union® being raised by
one woman trade unionist. *Men will
be disciplined to share resources and
nol only salary. The burden of
babhics and housework must also be

“~
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o something about our oppression and suffering — we can get up and work together’ — 2 woman who took part in the march.
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Women labour at work and at home.
There is little time left Tor other activities.

shared.” She suggests that the way lo
start pushing for such changes is
through discussion with “our hus-
bands and brothers. Without dis-
cussing it | don't think we will ever

. get anywhere. We will just have 1o

keep the burden on our shoulders.’

Women organisers, whether in
trade unions or incommunities, also
have specilic problems. Olien. they
find they are not taken seriously
because of their sex.

One woman trade uniomst des-
cribed a problem ol organising:
“When | started work it embarrassed
me when | approached the men in
the metal industries. They werent
interested in what | was there for
they were just interested in me.’

Recently-established women's or-
ganisations are keenly aware of
these problems. Through a com-
mitment 10 Erassrools organising
they hope 10 mobhilise women
ground the ssues mostimmediate 1o
them: those of health, childcare,
food prices and housing amongst
others

They ulso see the need for on-
pong education programmes and
lor discussion so women can lcach
themselves 1o regain the pride and
independence that has been beaten
out of them through constant

humiligtion by bosses, olliculs and
their own men.

Democracy s a cornerstone ol
these organisations. As a member ol
one of them has said, “control of our
OWN Organisations is a step lowards
taking control ol our own lives.”

Democracy  lor  these  wonwn
micans a Tull and active invalvement
in theirr organisations so that they
can regain a sense of their own
worth,

*Of course things do not always
run smoothly. We are learming
through our own cfTorts and
mistakes. Taking decisions together
means that ALL our members must
know what the implications ol a
particular decision will be . . . this
method may seem slow and clumsy,
but since we arcall learning, we have
sometimes had o sacrifice short-
term efliciency for long-term
understanding.’

Women throughout this country
have realised that only through
uniled and collective action will they
be able to struggle towa rds solutions
to their problems. be able to
participate Tully and equally in all
organisations of the oppressed and
begin to be able to imagine for
themselves what a free society would
be like.
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“Sludents must organise around their common grievances’

Tshediso Matona, Cosas organiser

Cosas: an
organising &
force In the =

classrooms

‘We've come a long way since '76', says

the Cosas executive.

Here Saspu

National speaks to the executive about

Cosas’ development,

its aims today and

the tasks and problems it faces.

Q: How does the new executive
see the role of Cosas?

A: Our general objective is to
fight for compulsory, free and
democratic education in a demo-
cratic society,

l'o achieve these aims one has (o
work towards improving relations
between parents, teachers and stu-
dents.

Our broader aims can only be
realised within the context of a non=
racial society,

We aim to help our communities
achicve awareness of society. It is
important to  perceive Cosas as
plaving a mearungiul role in society
as a legitimate and effective force in
a broad democratic allance,

():  Why did Cosas choose Stu-
dent-Worker Action as its theme for
19827

A: Stwudents were realising
slowly - after 1978 and 1979 — that
they are a specilic group and that
they play a limited role in the
broader struggle. Their role 15 to
support the struggles of workers.
One of the aims of Cosas is to teach
students” that aflter completion of
their studies they have got a role to
play in society. Students are the
workers of tomorrow and as such
they must be educated and or-
ganised. The reason that Cosas was
formed, was because we realised that
our role is actually to support the
struggles on other fronts, especially
the trade union and community
fronts.

The siudents experience con-
ditions that might be different from
the conditions that workers ex-

perience, at work and in the

community. We l[eel that by bringing
the workers struggle to the students
and the community, students will
actually play a very supportive role
in the overall struggle led by the
workers. That is why our theme is
Student-Worker Action.

Q: Do students and workers
have a basis for united action?

A:  Students are oppressed al
school. Workers have grievances al
the factory and places of employ-
ment. Students and workers in the
community have common grie-
vances unhealthy living con-
ditions etc. We feel that by bringing
these two distinct groups together
on the basis of a common experience
they would form a wvery strong
united front to challenge the system,
to expose injustice,

Q:

Does the adoption of this

theme indicate an advance in
student activity?
A: Yery importantly. One would

nol have expecied such a theme in
the pre-1976 period where students
to a large extent thought that they
would bring to an end the system of
education and also bring about
liberation. Students saw themselves
as a leading force in the struggle
while, ultimately, that was an
illusion. We realised our limitations.

Q: How is Cosas organising in
the schools?

A: Since the bovcotts of 1980,
we have made demands for demo-
cratic student councils in  the
schools. To get students involved in
the struggle they must be organised.
SRC's can organise students around
issues they experience at school and
show them the importance of

“We must support trade union and community struggles.’

Toiva Mokgoja, Cosas secretary.
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“0ur broad aims can only be realised in a non-racial society

Shepard Mati, Cosas president
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The Cosas executive. The 1982 theme is Student-Worker Action

supporting the community. We see
ourselves as part of the community
and therefore have an obligation to
serve the community.

One of our aims in the schools is
lo improve relations amongst the
students themselves. As students we
should realise that we are oppressed
and have common grievances. We
should come together around these
cCommon H_Fit"l.'.iil'll..'l:h.

We would like the teachers to
realise that they are also part of an
oppressed community and will have
to join with us to fight to end
apartheid education.

QI What immediate problems
are you facing?

A: One is the state-induced
measure of compulsory education.
By introducing compulsory edu-
cation, the state is forcing parents to
pay for their children's tuition,

In a socicty where exploitation is
the order of the day, education must
be seen as a weapon used to
maintain oppression and incqguality.
We can never be free until the entire
system 15 eradicated. Compulsory
education can only be acceptable
when it is free and democratic and
will equip students with skills for the
betterment of society.

Another problem facing school
students is the age limit issue. The
age limit states that students over the
age of 21 should be forbidden from
school and should register with
Adult Education Centres. These
regulations are in fact a response to
1976 and 1980, They are aimed at
controlling activity and getting rid
of so-called trouble makers at
school.

In all areas where Cosas has
branches, this issue was taken up. In
Port Elizabeth Cosas took up this
issue in conjunction with the parents
and organised a survey. A parent-
student commiltee was formed
which managed to force the govern-

ment to suspend the introduction of

the age limit.

Q: What is your attitude to-
wards other student organisations?

A During the earlier stages of
Cosas, many students were not clear
about their position as regards
organisations like MNusas, for in-
stance. Mow studenis are able to
analyse the situation more realistic-
ally and are able 1o identily the
forces which oppress them not
colour as such but rather economic
lactors.

We have realised that Nusas sces
the situation in the same way as we
do. It has democratic aims and
foresees a non-racial democratic
society which is what we are also
struggling for.

It 15 through day to day ex-
periences in the struggle that stu-
dents realise the struggle is not
against white individuals. but is
against the system of oppressionand
exploitation. There are committed
activists amongst the ranks of the
white community who have de-
dicated their lives 1o the struggle.
That this number is limited, we can
understand by appreciating the con-
straints and dynamics of the white
community.

Q: And Azaso?

A: As far as Azaso is concerned

oerned,
it 15 another Cosas in the universities.
Our aims and objectives are the

same in almost all aspects as our
grievances and situation are Lo some
extent common. We are working
very closely with Azaso.

Q. Does Cosas organise white
school students?

A!  Wehaveto point out that the
conditions of black and white
students differ. ¥You will find that in
white schools, the issues that they
can take up would be of httle
relevance to black students.

It is not a guestion of policy, but

rather a guestion of strategy, that
students organise separately. It is a
creation of the South African system
which has caused students 1o
organise like this. We have to
organise black students around their
grievances and equip them with the
means to analyse the situation from
a progressive point of view.

Q: How do you view the
education system in this country?

A A system of education in a
racist and undemocratic society is
only of benelit to the rulers of our
country. We feel we have to respond
by challenging this indoctrination,
We commonly decide what type ol
education we want by sitting down
and formulating our demands and
principles.

Take for example the Freedom
Charter. There was a time when
people were active in rejecting pass
laws, and all criminal laws in this
country. And so a time came when
they saw thé need to formulate the
Freedom Charter. People submitted
their demands and said the only
system that will meet their demands
15 & sociely where the people govern.
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The total

A NEW report has again branded
veldschools run by the Transvaal
Education Department (TED) as
pure propaganda attempts,

In a report on the Schoemansdal
veldschool, the Johannesburg
College of Education (JCE) report
*Under the guise -of
environmental education the
veldschools are guilty of using the
isolation of the veld to propagate a
particular, onc-sided view of the
South African situation.”

The report again underlines the
falseness of repeated TED claims
that weldschools are neutral . and
objective approach. and that there is
no possimhity of indoctrination,

The veldschools are generally seen
as an extension of schools’ Youth
Preparedness (YP) programmes.

A teacher who went on one of the
camps said children were far more
racist when they returned from
veldschools.

They are much more convinced of
an undefined total onslaught against
South Alrica. They then understand
why they are I:.mEhl how 1o build

amb shelters in-Y P sessions.”

The JCF report found pupils were
warned against certain teachers who
were ‘ol Chosban, lailed o keep
discipline 1n their classrooms and
lived with their boyfriends.”

Lecturers told children  these
teachers were more likely to try to
indoctrinate pupils with ‘marxist
ideas’,

The implication of this is that
teachers who step slightly out of the
strictures of Christian  National
Education are likely 1o be harassed
by their pupils, because they are seen
as “Marxist’, and thus a threat to the
country,

The ideology of “total onslaught’
comes across very strongly at the
camps,

The main themes of the total
onslaught which ‘“has intensihed
violently in the last decade” are spelt
oul: “military, economical,
ideological, political, apartheid,
racism. religion, colonialism’. The
precise nature of each ol these
*onslaughts® 15 not defined and
children are presumably left 1o
conclude that any crniticism of any of
the *'main themes' is inspired by an
outside *Marxist menace”,

All South Africa’s problems are

SAys:

onslaught ot

in the veld

located outside rather than inside
the country.

One pupil. who
guestion about cholera. was
infformed that: It comes from
Mozambigue, their standards have
deteriorated so badly since
independence that cholera is rife
there, and now it 15 spreading across
our borders.”

When the pupil challenged this
answer by pointing out that rivers
[lowed from South Africa into
Morambique, and that therefore
cholera was more likely to spread
into Mozambiyue, she was told that
it 15 10 fact illegal immigrants from
Mapute who bring it into South
Aflrica’,

Ihe lecturer then went on 1o
indicate that the cholera epidemic
was also @ result of overpopulation

‘blacks having too many habies®

- and the fact that blacks had not
yet developed to the same stage as
whites had.

'he real problems of apartheid
are denied, and instead the evil is
sought outside South Africa, in
African degeneration and a
communist total onslaught.

Add the requisite racist ideology,
and-a recipe for the programmed
indoctrination of young white South
Africans emerges- at the  Veld-
schools.

The JCE report is particularly
critical of the para-military nature of
the Veldschools. At the
Schoemansdal camp, pupils were
put on obstacle courses, camouflage
exercises and a ‘nocturnal obstacle
manoeuvre',

The regimentation is continued in
the set up at the camp the blue
group will eat while the green group
washes and the red group tdies its
bungalow, for example.

Army lecturers are freguently
used at wveldschools, ‘to give a
foretaste of army life’, according to a-
TED document.

F'he ‘“moral® aspect of the
Veldschools is possibly the most
insidious,

At one camp. Std 8 pupils were
told to hand mn all pills and
medicines they had with them.

Later a search through pupil's
lockers uncovered a pack of
contraceptive pills in one woman’s
locker, which she had failed 1o hand

had asked a

Cosas interview continued

Presently the government is em-
barking on cosmetic changes in the
educational field to counteract
progressive organisations and to put
into effect its total strategy. This to
many people is not obvious, Thus it
I5 very necessary 1o formulate basic
and fundamental demands of a
democratic and universal education
that student organisations are fight-
ing for. An education charter can
play this role

If this is not done, the system will
suceeed in winning the students onto
their side by some of the half hearted
and n fact meaningless forced
concessions they are making. For
instance they are now building
double story schools,

We need to expose the inefficiency
of the system why we have
unqualified teachers in the schools,
Rather than learning inferior edus

cation in modern schools, we would”

prefer a democratic and a better

education n corrugated iron
schools, This does not mean that we
prefer corrugated iron schools in the
SOCIELY we envisage.

We strongly feel that all studem
organisations should come together
and formulate the type of education
they want in terms of short and long
term demands which can become
our programme of action a
national democratic programme for
a democratic, universal education
tor all.

It should not enly focus on the
controls of education at present but
also how we want to change them
Our broader aim is to struggle fora
free, democratic. compulsory and
non-racial education for all in a new
society.

In this regard we can learn from
the Freedom Charter. The Freedom
Charter is a valid and accepted
document not only because it em-
bodies democratic demands and
objectives bBut because it was demo-
cratically formulated and adopted.

South African youth are kept in line through Youth Preparedness and veldschools

over. She received an angry lecture
on the evils and immorality of pre-
marital sex, and was held up to her
bungalow-mates as a bad example.

When the pupil in guestion
protested that this was not the case,
but.that she had been prescribed the
pill for medical reasons, she was
accused by the lecturer of being a
liar.

There is a great deal in a
veldschool programme emphasising
the sanctity of marriage. the evils of

pre-marital sex, the importance ol

only one sexual partner throughout
life, and the like.

Omne ol the most typical responscs
to veldschools has come recently
Irom groups such as the PFP who
have condemned wveldschools lor
pushing National Party pro-
paganda.

However, this response is
inadequate. In fact, veldschools only
put the cherry on the top of the total

So for an education charter to be
accepted by all, it has to be
democratically consistuted.

Q: Do you think only students
should decide what type of edu-
cation they wani?

A: We do not want to come out
as students only, and say we want
this kind of education. We want our
parents as workers to be there when
we determine the kind of education
we want,

We feel that emphasis should be
laid on a link between formal and
informal education and the fact that
education does not end at school.
Education continues outside of
school, like adult education and
education in a broader sense.

Q: At its last Congress, Cosas
made provision for a youth organi-
sation to cater for pupils who have
had to leave school. Could vou
expand on the reasons for such an

indoctrination and socialization of
the deas of South Alrnca’s ruling
group.

As onc tcacher put it
"Veldschools work, and they work
hecause most of the children cnjoy
them, and lind them reasonable.”

I'his blind acceptance cannot be
combatted by condemning Veld-
schools. It must be understood as

ihe outcome of the broad sociali-
sation of white South Africans,

s
organisation?

A: Due to repressive measures
and conditions in the townships,
many studenis are forced 1o leave
school. These students are ac-
commaodated in some areas butl in
most  areas there are no youth
orgamisations. 50, Cosas set up a
committee to look into the practical
ways of involving the yvouth in an
aulonomous structure.

Youth who leave school are
generaly inactive. Some get frus-
trated and vent their frustrations by
resorting to undesirable activity. We
feel that if we can provide the youth
with a structure, they will be able to
make a more meaningful contribut-
ion 1o the process of change.

In addition many activisis have
been expelled from school and they
become disorganised and dis-
Hlusioned with the struggle. We
should also cater for students who
have completed. their stadies and
who have the same aims as Cosas,

They have certain skills to serve the
community.

Q‘: How has Cosas been affected
by state repression?

A In the last decade we have
SCCN AN increase in state repression
ol democratic organisations, Cosas
has been one of the most hard hit In
1979, almost the whole national
executive was detained. The first
president of Cosas, Ephraim Mo-
gale is now serving a jail sentence,

State repression affects the pro-
gress of Cosas, Students stay away
from Cosas because they fear
detention. More subtle repression
like the age limit also affects us but
we do not foresee a situation where it
will stop Cosas from growing.

Nobody can silence the forces of
justice and democracy. State re-
pression has not been able to stop
our determination to achieve.-our
goals,
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Aggett’s fellow

detainees to

give evidence
at inquest

A DAY before he died Dr Neil
Agectt provided in s own hand-
wriling names and information of
the greatest use to the Security
Police. Major Arthur Cronwright,
head ol the John Vorster Square
interrogation  section, told  the
Johannesburg Inguest Court,

The inguest into the death of Dr
Aggent, 28, a medical doctor and
trade umonist lound hanged in his
cell at John Vorster Square in the
early hours of February 5, has been
postponed until September 20.

Maj Cronwright told the court the
documents had nol been shown (o
the Attorney-General, officers ol the
court and the Aggett Tamily lawyers
because the investigation was not
complete.

When Mr George Biros, SO,
counsel lor the Aggeu lamily,
questioned this, Maj Cronwright
said the inflormation wias  secrel
because it had been obtained while
Dr Aggent was being held under
section Six of the Terrorism Act,

Prompted further by Mr Biros to
explain why he had withheld the
documents, Maj Cronwright ap-
pealed 1o the magistrate, Mr Petrus
Kotze, [or court protection.

He said the contents of the
documents implicated a “very re-
spected person present in this court
today who s named and who would
be warned about the investigation’,
and who had links with the SA
Communist Party,

The magistrate said he would
decide before September 20 if the
documents could be used,

During his cross-examination of
Maj Cronwright, Mr Picter Scha-
bort, 5C, counsel for the Minister of
Law and Order. read oul a statement
in which [r Aggett allegedly ad-
mitted he was a communist. The
statement was typed but unsigned.

In the statement Dr Aggett said he
supported the Marxist ideslogy and
I am therefore a communist. | am
also an idealist.”

Mr Bizos said the statement was a
ivped copy ol a statement by Dr
\egett, The words 1 am alse an
idealist” had appearcd in the oniginal

but had been left out of the copy. he
CH T

Ihe magistrate said although Dr
Aggett’s statements could be used in
the proceedings, the court had
previously decided that the contents
were nol necessarily true.

Cross-examined by Mr Bizos
carlier. Maj) Cronwright said Dr
Aggett had heard Secunty Police
discussing the possible arrest of
people he had named durng a
lengthy interrogation session,

Maj Cronwright said the dis-
cussion took place in front of Dr
Aggett on the morning of February
4. Several hours later, Dr Aggett was
found hanged in his cell.

These *new names” were part ol
the useful information Dr Aggent
had supplied to the 51* in his own
handwriting.

Later. Ma) Cronwrnight said the
SP had been in no hurry to complete
Dr Aggett’s interrogation.

Mr Bizos told the court that on
the weekend ol January 2831, Dr
Apggent had been imterrogated flor 62
hours by several trained officers
working in eight-hour shilts. Ac-
cording 1o affidavits made by Dr
Aggett’s interrogators, he had been
allowed 11 hours” rest,

Mu) Cronwright said he had given
Licutenant Stephan Whitehead per-
mission to interrogate Dr Aggett for
62 hours over that weekend. but
dissociated himsell from the part of
Lt Whitchead's allidavit which said
that [r Aggett reguired more
‘intensive’ interrogation after he had
completed his statement that week-
end.

Maj Cronwright said he would
not have authornsed an “intensive’
interrogation unless Dr Aggett had
agreed to il )

He sand Dr Aggett was not taken
back to his cell but was allowed to
sleep on the 10th Moor in front of his
interrogators in case he was in an
agitated state and needed a doctor,
and because Dr Aggell was anxious
to complete his interrogation.

Asked if the SP were "as anxious

as  Dr Aggett” 1o complete  his
interrogation as soon as possible,

Detention support committees
meet to plan future action

THE FIRST ever Nauonal [De-
tention Seminar was held in Johan-
nessburg last month, drawing to-
gether delegates from all over the
country who have been affected
by detentions or involved in de-
tention support work.

About 150 delegates from the
western and castern Cape. Kim-
berley, the Witwatersrand, Durban
and the so-called Ciskei and Venda
homelands attended the seminar.

Opening the seminar, Dr David
Webster, a member of the Johannes-
burgurg Detainees” Parents Support
Committee (DP5C) sad support
committees felt the need 1o assess
their activiies and plan for the
future.

‘In the last two or three vears', he
said ‘there have been a number of
new developments in South African
politics’ he said. *“Campaigns such as
the Anti-Republic Day and Anu-
SAIC, saw the re-emergence of a
non-racial alliance against the apart-
heid state, involving democratic and
progressive organisations and a
significant growth ol independent
trade union strength’. “The recent
wave of detentions was aimed at
crushing this alliance, which was
reminiscent of the movement of the
fifties™ he said.

Webster isolated different phases
of activity of the detention support
commitiees. The early response was
defence, followed by consolidation
of ‘the support groups and a
developing sell confidence which
resulted in an offensive against the
state and recently a phase of fal-oll
in activity.,

In discussion groups the internal
and external functioning of the
detention support commitlees was
analvsed to evaluate their activities.
Support  activities have covered
many areas [rom the struggle for
matenal support and welfare of
detaminees o education of com-
miltee members, raising awarencss
and education of the general public,
monitoring of security police acti-
vity and delegations to the authori-
lies.

Delegates el achievements had
—————————————————

\

Durban lawyer, £ac Yacoob.
been made in areas such as winning
concessions for detminees wellare,
support for family and friends, and
in  publicity. In  addition many
people peripheral to the struggle lor
democracy had been brought into its
ambit. However some of the pro-
blems were that there
equalization ol concessicns to de-
tainces and there was a tendency lor
individual rather than collective
action.

Ihe function of special groups
arising from the detention issue was
discusséd. Health sub-committees
have been established in Durban,
Cape Town and Johannesburg.
These committees are publicising
the conditions and effects of de-
tention. such as solitary confine-

Wils Do

Maj Cronwright said: *“There was no
hurry. He could have stayed there
for a vear.”

Maj Cronwright said he had never
read Dr Aggett’s statement 1o
Sergeant Aletta Blom on February
4, in which he claimed he was
assaulted and tortured, because he
iMaj Cronwright) did not want 1o
intefere with the investigation into
Dr Aggett’s death

Mr Birzos said: "1 submit the
reasons lor not looking at the
statement were because vou did not
care and because vou knew he had
been ill-treated.

Maj Cronwright said Lt White-
head., one ol Dr Aggett's interro-
gators, had kept Dr Aggett and his
girlfriend, Dr Liz Floyd. under
constant  surveillance lor ‘“years’
before his arrest.

He did not think, however, that
this would have influenced L1t
Whitehead's feelings towards Dr
Aggell in any way.

Mr Biros suggested that when
a policeman followed somebody
‘night and day for two years' he
would *not be feeling very friendly
towards that person’.

Maj Cronwright disagreed. ad-
mitting he knew of the surveillance
of Dr Aggett.

In his testimony, Brigadier Hen-
drik Muller, chiel of Johannesburg’s
Security Police, denied that Section
22 of the General Laws Ameéndment
Act. the ld4-day detention clause,
was used to isolate detainees to
prepare them for interrogation.

His denial came after Mr Bizos
said that Dr Aggett had told a

ment and methods ol interrogation,
and the demands of the DPSC for
access by detainees to independent
doctors,

The Health sub-commutiee it was
felt. had succeeded in initiating a
high degree ol publicity relating to
the health care of detainecs. Also
various medical organisations heve
condemned detentions and  the
handling of the detention issue by
the Medical Association ol South
Africa (MASA).

Delegates realised the structure
and functioning of committees was
different in cach area, determined to
a large extent by the nature of the
broader struggle in that area.

. I'he extent to which detentions arc
an issue depends on the resistance

repression ratio at the time” said £ac
Yacoob, Durban lawver and chair-

person of the meeting.

‘Detentions  are a  permanent
feature of state strategies. bul mass
campaigns against the state around
the detention issue is not always
possible or desirable,” he said.

“There 15 a direct relationship
between the extent to which we can
mobilize around the detention issue
and other democratic struggles that
are being waged. The support
committees have to keep in touch
with other activities and struggles . . .
we are only a small part of the
struggle.”

At the seminar’s end, delegates re-
alfirmed the need for ongoing
support work and laid the hasis Tor
national co-ordination

In a unanimous resolution they
pledged to rededicate themselves to
continue and intensify their fight, in
the short term for changes in the-
treatment of detainees and the
condilivns  windei  whech liey are
held. and in the long term for the
unconditional release of all de-
La i e the abolition of the
security legslation which serves to
maintain the unjust apartheid sys-
tem.

“These demands we shall light for
side by side until they are met in a
free, non-racial and democratic
South Africa.” they said.

dand

magistrate he had been asked three
guestions about a person he did not
know. and that ‘two weeks of my life
have been wasted.”

Dr Aggett told the magistrate on
December 17 last vear that he had
been told he was being held under
Section 22, and if he did not answer
Juestions correctly, he would be
detained under Section Six of the
Terronsm Act.

Brig Muller saxd he did not know
Dr Aggett had complained to a
magistrate that two weeks of his life
had been wasted, and that he did not
know who had been appointed 1o
interrogate [Dr Aggett nor that Dr
Aggett had not been interrogated
until December 15, He was detained
on November 27,

He agreed visits by an inspector ol
detainees and magistrates were
essential to protect detainees, but
later said he had never seen one of
these officials on the 10th Moor.
where interrogation took place,

Brig Muller agreed with Mr Bizos
that ‘someone deprived of freedom
15 in a weakened position’ and that
there was an undue delay between
January 18, when Dr Aggett lodged
a complaint with a magistrate, and
February 4, when the investigation
of the complaint began.

He believed the complaints Dr
Aggett made on February 4 — that
he was assaulted and electrically
shocked — were serious, but said it
would be a “hopeless effort’ to search
for the apparatus. Only a naive
person would leave it lying about, he
sand.

Brig Muller said he had not read

L¥r Aggetl’s statement, but could not
release him because he had been told
Dr Aggett had not answered ues-
tions in a satislactory way.

Asked il any urgency prompted
the 62-hour inlerrogalion session,
Brig Muller said [ Aggen could
have begun to reveal ‘new names’.

1 submut’, Mr Bizos sand afier Brig
Muller had refused 1o disclose the
names, “that, in the absence of new
names, this alleged information
never took place and if the officers
tendered them to vou. they did so to
justify their actions.”

When Mr Abraham Mouton, an
inspector of detainees, gave evi-
dence. he denied he was helpless 1o
do anything about detainees’ com-
plaints, He said he immediately
r-:purl_cd complaints to the Minister
of Justice.

‘If a detainee says he has been
assaulted and fears he will be
assaulted again the next day. and
you tell the Mimster, is this not
helpless™ Mr Bizos asked.

Mr Mouton said it was not
helpless because he urged detainees
to air their complaints. He had
received a number of complaints,
but knew of none that was lollowed
up.

During a trial within a trial, the
magistrate ruled that several of Dr
Aggett's fellow detainees would be
called 1o give evidence. Dr Aggett’s
girllriend, Dr Liz Floyd, was among
them.

Although the inguest court has sat
for 16 days. still to give evidence are
[Dr Aggett’s interrogators, at least
eight detainees, a psychologist and a
psychiatrist.



HEALTH

What’s the use
of doctors who

ant b

I WENTY-FIVE children hayve died
ol polio since the lirst outhreak ol
the epidemic in May this vear.

Another 252 chaldren sulfening from
polio are lving in hospital wards,
mainly in Gasankulu and |ebowa.

In 1981, more than X000
Mrcans mamly  from  the rural
areas, were allecied by poverty-
related diseases, suchas TH, cholera,
diptheria, and tyvphoid. [n 1982, this
figure is hkely to multiply because of
the resurgence of epidemics
helieved 1o have been cradicated or
brought under control.

The Tour-month-vld polio
epidemic bears this out  last vear,
only 20 conlirmed cases throughoui
the country were reported. This
vear, Gasankulu alone has ten times
more cases than that.

The epidemic flared up in March
in the Letabe district of Gasmnkulu,
near Traneen in the norh-castern
Fransvaal in May this year. Polio
has allected Phalaborwa, |ebowa
and Venda and is creeping towards
the Wirwatersrand. Seven  cases
have been repoited in Garanhuwu,
near Pretoria and a child from
Honevdew, necar Johanneshurg. is
bemng  treated in Johannesburg's
CMR Hospial,

Puliv 1 a relatively rare, but
highly contagions discise which s
spread through direct contact with
affected people. In most cases, it is
conbmed o the throat and intestine,

LiLial ol s alien-mvimiten

for Mu. with diarchoea and high
fever, .-"'-th:rliyfl olien g muild disease,
in about one w every 100 1w 1,000
cases. il attacks the spinal cord,
weakens muscle groups and conses
paralysis. Vit is ot treated in time,
it is fatal.

Polio has been notilhable sinee
1919 with outhreaks occurring evers
four 1o five years. The biggest
outbreak was in 1956 when polio
claimed 3,000 victims. In 1960, an
oral Sabin vaccine was introduced
along with compulsory immum-
sation in 963,

lhe discase can be prevented by
three doses ol this vaccine.
administered mainly 1o children
below six years ol age. This is the age
group most allected by polio.

e reached

Why is polio vet another epidemic
disease striking our rural arcas?

Government Health Departmem
authorities admit uncertainty on the
disciase’s source, but argue i s
spreading because of a breakdown
i neighbouring  states’  health
services, parents failing to immunise
thewr children, rural ignorance and
superstition and disbeliel in white
medicine’.

But other medical sources lay the
blame on inadeyuate local heahh
services, personnel shortages and
deplorable living conditions

Although preventive vaccines are
given lree. rural dwellers olien have
Lo Lravel grean distances wo get Lo the
sparsely  situated  health  clinies
Inadeguate and expensive transpon
lacilities make this very dilficult lor
muost rural peaple.

I'he polio problem. they say. is
rowled in the stale’s health policy
rather than in the alllicted
communities.

Fifteen months ago the South
Mircan Medical Journal reported
that polio seemed under control
with a drop in cases o aboul wen a
vear. The increased 1981 X2
slatistics suggest a breakdown in
health services,

This links w0 a governmem
atiempt about a vear ago o reduce
burcavcratic structures, Health
services have been hardest hit with
health spending curbed and
personnel levels rosen,

C hildren aped .'llghlhll'l'l one and five
are most vunerable to polio

Also. giant hospitals in urban
centres  have grown while rural
health meeds have taken a dismal
second place,

Clinies in rural arcas are few and
desperately . overcrowded, The
overflowing  Letaba  hospital  in
Cavrankulu where most polio deaths
have occurred has had o
accommuodate many of ils paralyvsed
victims on Lhe Moor as the 350 beds
are madeguate Tor the danly inllus o
paitienis.

By contrast somw urban hospitals,
the largest in the sowthern hemi-
sphere, stand hall empty.

On the polo [ront negligence his

alse contributed 10 the discases'
spread.
A survey found that medical

personnel had run out ol vaccine
supplies at a critical stage because
they had locussed on school children

4 h-._l'-_..
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Rural hospitals do not have enough beds to accommaodate victims

and not on the most likely polio
viclims children between the age
ol one and Tive who have not yet
developed a matural immunity 1o the
diseine.

Fren more disturbing s that
many  saccinaled  children  hawve
contracied the disease, One victim,
three vear old Salome Litsivo caughi
polio alter being  vaccinated in
March and Seplember 1980

Carcless handling and storape of
the vaccine has been pinpointed as
the reason lor this. The Sabin
vaceing is highly ellective and can be
hept Tor over two years il stored at

below  Treesing  temperatures, At
higher femperatures o becomes
inellective within hours and s af

mcorrectly handled. the “cold chain®
essential Tor keeping the viceine is
hroken.

I'he letaba hospital superinten-
dent  has  attributed neghigent
handling 1w the Souwh  Alncan
Railways which transports it Trom
Johannesburg o Trancen in gas
refrigerators. He savs the SAR

somnctimes  latls 1o notily - health
authorimws  imamed el ihe
vaceine s arvial and underected gas
lcakapges could abw neutralise the
vawine.

i

P health  spokesperson I
Marius  Barnard hit on a
contradicthion 0 South  Alrica’s

pncdlical serviwe wlicn he sad, Do one
we  have one ol the hest
il services an thie world, b
il e ol the worst gl
doctors are of no e 1l patents dic
hbecanse they can’t reach them.”

One sugpestion 1o counter the
chromie health service shortage has
been o trm members ol the
commumity m basic health priactices
as “hoareloot doctors”

Anather way  to lessen Lhe
problem would be (0 use mohile
climics s that rural people who
canmol sllord travel costs could
have aceess 1o health, But these
mcasures could only be ellectine in
the shori-tenm.

Im the mweamtome, rorl heaslih
re s i crisis and polio contines
Liv spread.

HUTESL

A shot in the arm for apartheid medicine

FHE PROPOSED establishment of
a medical school at the University ol
Durban-Westville (UDW) spells the
end for South Alricas only non-
racial medical faculty.

The Medical School at the
University of Natal admits Indian,
Coloured and African students.

With the planned establishment

just 15 kilometres away ol the
UDW medical school, the
expansion of the exclusively black
Medical University of South Alnica
{ Medunsa) near Pretoria as well as a
proposed medical  school in the
Waestern Cape. the Durban Medical
School is likely only to admit white
students, and become a fully Nledged
wing of the white-designated
University of Natal,

I'he latest moves culminate over a
decade ol State pressure to compel
the Taculty to towe the aparthend line.

For vears, the Durban Medical
School has posed a very real threat
te apartheid medicine: 1ts non-racial
policies alone were o slap in the face
lor rmcial exclusiviy. s students,
academics and post-graduates have
achieved international recognition
with substantial  achiwesements in
several Telds, Most imporiantly, the

medical  faculty has,  since  ils
inception i 1931, emphasised
community medicine as a priority
with the establishment of a
n.'mnmunily. medicine clhimie and a

Department ol Community
Mudicine
While students at the schoul

favour non-racialism. they have
generally opposed the admittance ol
white students.

A student spokesperson
explained this stance: *While
students  strongly  support  non-
racialism, in view ol the glaring
disparities regarding medical
tratming lor blacks in South Aflrica,
we oppose the admittance of white
undergraduates.’

‘Rather we would push for all
educational institutions to be opened
to all races.”

The BHtate response o the
progressive policies being Tollowed
in the Natal Medical School goes
back 1o the 1960,

In the late [1960Fs, plans were
drawn up by the government lor the
creation of a medical school in one
ol e bantustans, amd lor the wse ol
the Satal school solel by whites.
he plans remained  seeret until

1976, romcally enough, also the
25th anniversary of the school,

The Cabinet then ordered the
Medical faculty not to admit any
more black students, and 10 prepare
to admat white students in twe years’
Lime.

Alter mtense pressure the statg
postponed the measures lor a year,
and in September 1977, the decision
wis apparently shelved indelinitely
alter a lecture boyeott by students.
The solidarity  between  students,
academics and members of  the
communily coniributed 1o the
suspension of the plans,

But efforts to enforce state control
over the Medical School have
continued rather more subtly.

Several departments of the school
now  fall under State Health
conditions ol service. This means the
international recognition which they
have enjoyed may fall away.
Laboratories in the faculty have also
been placed under state control, a
e seen al none of the other six
medwsal schools in South Alrica,

There have bheen big linancial
pressiies  Low,  State loans  amd
bursarics  .open o all other South

Alrican students  are accordimg 1o
a 1979 amendment 1o the
Llonversities Act, not available 1o
students  at the  Natal  Medical
sl

It has been announced that in
1984 the laculiy’s state grant will he
cut by RYMLINGD.  Although  the
admimistration, alter student
préssure, has been able o find some
alernatisve  sources ol Tunds,
academic and residence Tees will saill
double and treble respectively Trom
|9,

In 1979 a national and
mmternational campaign was
launched (o oppose the state moves
to phase out  blacks, so-called
Colourcds and Indians from the
Natal Medical School. Despite this
intense  pressure.  the  state  has
continued with s plans.

These plans have involved the
expansion ol the Medical University
ol South Alrca. Medunsa  was
established in 1975 in Garankuwa, a
part of Bophutatswana., 50
kKilometres north of Pretor,

superiiciallv., Medunsa looks,
wilth us potential anmoal enrobme n
of 200, Like a positive slep in

cradicating the chronic shortage of
hliack dowiors

Hut a closer lovok at Medumsa and
s comstiuiioen shows it o be o
e Dhaem a state tool: s under the
direet contrel of the Mnster ol
Flealth, meaming the mimster mst
approve all appomtments, promotaons
and dismissals, Students and stall

«may be subjected o oa religious

yuestionnaine as a prereyuisite for
university admimtance. and cthnic
representatives sit on the umiversity
council.

Recently Medunsa has been ex-
panding — a possible pointer to a
preparation Tor the influx ol black
students should the Natal faculi
hecome racially exclusive.

Al the University of [hurban-
Wostville,  buildings  are  already
going up to house the new medical
faculty, which would be linked 1o the
500-bed Phoenix Hospital.

And in 1980, the then Minister of
Internal Alfairs, Chris Heunis, said
a medical faculty would he
established for the University of the
Western Cape. T his means so-called
Coloureds would no  longer bhe
allowed to go o the Natl Medical
Sehinsl,
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“Strydom you have
tampered with the women
you have struck a rock”

“We are women from every part of South Africa.
We are women of every race.

We come from the cities and the towns, from
the reserves and the villages.

We come as women united in our purpose to
save the African women from the degradation
of passes . ..

Fortous,aninsultto African women is an insult
to all women.”

Presented to the Prime Minister on August 9, |
1956 when 20,000 women marched on
Pretoria's Union Building






