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PLEASE NOTE

I. Viewpoints expressed in articles in this Newsletter

Eq

are not necessarily these of SASO,

411 articles here may be reproduced either wholly
or in part, provided that acknowledgements are made
to the SASO Hewsletter and also provided that

a copy of the reproduced material is sent To us.

This ia the last issue of the SAS0O Newsletter to appear
this year. In December we shall publish a booklet

an SASO and intended programmes for the ye:r 1971,
Ieople who wish to receive copics of the hooklet must
send addresses to us in time.

PUBRLTSUHED BY THE SOUTH APRICAN
STUDENTS'  ORGANIRATICH,
F.C. BOX 23, AUSTERVILLE, IATAL,



There 1ls something to he said about the gquestion "who
is Dleok%H

i1 his talk at the EASO Symposium on "Black is beautiful®
Mr. sohahiclie warned that people sheould resigt the temptaticn
of meling preoccupied with defining "how biack is black," :
To e it would seem that this is just what people are doing -~
not voecescorily at student level, although to scme extent
thiz 1o tiue of students too, but more so with the public
at 1ar:e,

“ome Coloured and Indian people are refusing to identify
witt 4Trican people in ezlling themselves black. -They see
this o a disadvantageous categorisaticn that will limit
char op o @dssimilation into the more affluent group - the
whiis ocrid. Others do so because, of a fear for the un-
kncovr - the rise of African nationalism and its possible
effects, Taey point to what is happening to the Forth of
us o uhe crample of what lies in store for Indian people
in T i country., HNeedless to say, their source of information
ig “ll-intormed and deliberately distorted accounts of events
thew: an reported in South African newspapers and other
agencico of government propaganda.

Ui thes other hand, the African community toc-— being at
the boitteom ryung of the ladder-has become over-gensitive to
anybod; whc has a glight advantage over them. They point
at oo large and "highly successful" Indian middleclass
as © “hrols obstacle in the way towards full emancipation
of =ilock npeople. Because of this, they tend tro bundle to-
getiner all thoge not like them by way of privilege.

21 the midst of all this confusion, certain people are
taliing accot "black consciousnesas" and are being under—
stona cifterently by all these various schoels of thinking
(or chould it be schools of non-thinking? Some Africans
claix the monopoly of being called black and some Indians
and <oloureds refuse to be called black. Probably one here
ig voiking of mirnorities in all these cases but thenn these
are vocrth considering,

er~ Jdoes the term "black" originate as applied to
neol fo of colour? One notices that it comes from variocus
are: where dark-skinned people were regarded as inferior
socyniily, wintellectually and otherwise. It became popular—
lseu in the States and in the Carribeans under the banner
of "Flock rower", Tt was adopted as means of inculcating
prid.s smonget bl..ck people in the French colonies under the
slosmy of Mugritude BUT nowhere in Africa has, the term
agsuiod suen emobional importance as in the non-African
coun e as whiere black people still experience opnresion,
Fecen’o to the FNoyth of us talk of Africans and not of
black::, Vhenever they use the term black, it refers to the
peoric of 2olour the world over and not just to themselves,
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Equally, one should realise that the Afro-Americans, or
Negroes as they are called by others, are in fact Coloured.
people. Many of them have lost the likeness to the African
of Africa not only socially, and culturally but also
physically. Hence the Coloured pecple of South Africa are
much more African in outlock than the Negroes. PBut the
Negroes are the people who are so sentlmentdlLy attachecd

to Lthe term "black",

The escsence of what I am saying 1s that the term
"hlack" must be segn in ite right context. No new category
iz leing ereated UL o "yre—Christening" is taking place.

We are maruly rﬁiualng to be regarded as non-perscns and
cleim the right to be called positively. DNo one group 1ie
exclusively black. TInstead, adopting a collective, positive
outlook leads to the creation of a broader bhase which may
be useful in time. It helps us to recognise the fact thav
we hove one common enemy and defines our aspirations in
fairly uniform terms., One should grant that the division
of races in this country is so entrenched that the blochks
will find it Aifficult to operate as a combined froat.

The black umbrella we are creating for ourselveg at leagt
helps ugs to moke gure that if we are not working ag o

unit at lerst the variocus units should be working in ohe
same direction, being complementary to emch other whriever
possible., By all means be proud of your Indian herlcroge o
your African culture but make sure that 1n locking around
for somebhody to kick =zt,choose the fellow who is sitling

01l your neck. He may not be as easily accessible as your
black brother but he is the source of your discomfor?.

Placed in context therefore,the "black congelousnegs®
attitude cecks to define one's enemy more clearly and Go
broaden the base from which we are operating. It 1o =
deliberate attempt by all of us to counturact the "divide
and rile" atiitude of the evil-doecrs. 1P any of the .roune
failg to play its part thie will be unfTortunate but w.ose
who feel the pinch must march on with a sense of uwg-icy,
bearing in mind &11 the time that your ernemy is nouv L.z
one who refuses to co-operate bubt the fellow on your nsclk.
The Judases of the struggle are to be found in all raecs
African as well as Indians, Coloureds as well as Walitis,
While you may ignore thesge who shirk their dutles, nri2r
ignore the Judssce for they are an extension of ths cnemy
into your ranks,
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Univeraity of Zululand:

T|P=:fuﬂEFt& at the Unizul campus decided overwhelmingly
in fevour of affiliation to SAE0 at a referendum they held
over the guestion. Although the total poll was extremely
1ow iL w-ﬂ'felt by obhservers on the campus, that it was a
ﬂaﬂlfx tation of the general 2pathy found in most campuses.
SRC eluct¢mns, for instance have been known to reglster
a poll of only 15% or so in the past,

Tt is worth noting that 96% of those who voted were
in Tavour of affiliation to LABO. The S5HC decided To go
gheand vith affiliation arrongements,

Trannsvaal College of [ducation:

S LT T

Ilie Badecque Variava has been elect Ld Pregident of
the T.0.E. SRC at the recent elections. The total poll
wae 707,  Amongst thmse elected are, Alli, Appalsamy,
Mige Dillay, ﬂl“E Masher, Gani I., Gani F., Patel,
Biemillah Miss Pooringsing and Reday. On top of the
poll wap a lady, Miss Masher,

Univorasity of the Norths:

M1 A. TirT0o has been elected FPresident of the SRC
at Turilcop. TFollowing the clections there was a crisis
whirh lod to the regsignation of five of the members.
Tormesr SHO president Wr. Pry Moshidi is one of those who
have vesigned. The reascons for the resignations are
noet guite clear. A hye-election is currently being
arranood,

e

Mniversity of Fort Hare:

Tollowing the July conference, the SAS0 branch people
at fort Tinre approached the Hector to seek permission for
them Lo Tuncion "legally" on the campus. The Fort Hare
Hecuor alloewed them permission on two conditionss

&

(1) That Barney Pityana — the SAS0 President -
would not set his foot at Fort Hare. DBarney
ig an ex-Tort Hare student and is bLanned at
Fort Harc.

(ii)  That the preamble to the constitution be
disclaimed by the branch. The sald preamble
upheld the idea of one national union of
students in ®ny country and bLlamed the
conditions prevailing in the country for
makings it necessary to segrate. The preamble
was in Tact voluntarily chzngsed by thL 1970
G.5.C. hecauge wo felt that we were apologlsing
for our existence instead of beilng Forthright

Jabout c......
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ahout what we wanted to say. -
The Hector further added that the granting of per-
mission would he reviewed on the 3lst Decermber, 1971.

-Meanwhile the 8450 branch sought a student body
meeting to discuss SAS0 and the possibility of affiliation,
The result was an overwhelming support for 5450, Accord-
ingl to the 3AS0 constitution,if a student bedy decides by
a simple majority to affiliate, this constitutes automstic
affiliation by that centre. Thig special clause was
inserted o make 1t possible for centres without SRCg
to affilicte to SASO,., In such a case contact with the
centre is ltept fthrough oifinrials of the SASC Branch which
theorctically inecluded all students registeraed at that
University. Hence, with the decision by Fort Hare to
affiliate - we hcope to see a mere vigorous SASC emerging
in the Fastern Cape.

University of MNatal — Black Section:

UL broke several records this year in their. SKC
Gencral electicns. Firstly there were 24 candidates
seekingy election into a 10-man SRC. Secondly 75% poll
was the highest ever i the histery of ERC elections. So
the SRC cleeted st these electicnes is generslly reogarded
as belns very represcntative., .

My, F.C.G. Sooliman ig the new President and succeeds
Mr., A.W. Mtimkulu who did not seck re-eclection. Topping
the poll was lMr. Steve Iiko followed by Mr, M.J. Faidoo.
Four members of the SAS0 executive stood for election and
were all returned -~ being highly - placed in the list,.
These are Meesrs Dike, Palweni, Sibisgi and Baloyi.

Mr, Goolam Abram, the "o0ld man" of the SRC who hos
been on 1t for five years has retired from active student
politics., He was the clectoral officer in these last
glections. |

opringficld:

The oRU at Springfield decided to pull out of the
Inter-College Sports Associction (ICSA). I.C.3.A. is now
tottering at the brink of collapse following withdrawals
by T.C.E. and Salisbury Islsnd as well. The only member
of ICzA at present appears te be WM.L. Sultan Technical
College. Students are against the "Indians - only" clause
in ICSA constitution and prefer expansion of the associa-
tion to accomodate 2ll block students.

"Aspect" - thoe student publicaticon of the Springfield
Collese of LEducation has decided to become & proper news-—
paper., In its Tirst issve it carries vory well-written
articles ~nd generally eshows all signs of heing a viable
newspaper, Mr. Prith Dullay is the editor of Aspect.

=
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The newspaper is definitely the best in the black
campuses,

In the latest issue "Aspect" interviews Mrs. Meer,
well=-known figure in Durban toth as a writer and &g-
spokeswan of the bl:ck community. To gquote from the
report:- -

"Aspect: Can you comment on ”Nﬁn~White"Lstudents
opting for the term "Black" instead of
being called "Non-White®?"

Meer: Frankly, I am hopeful thsat the term

"Black will extend to the general *sublic,

I would like to see the term "Non-White"
which is a non-term dropped. To the

extent that there is a Trend to see

things as opposites (the opposite of white is
black) Black seems to be a good choice
because 1t immediately extends your identity
and paves the way for a larger unity with
the peoples of the rest of Africa for
instance." :

=00 ===

THE WORLD COUWCIL OF CHURCHES DECISION,

There 18 very little to add to the UCM statement on
the decision by the WCC to give money to the liberation
movements operating Morth of the Zambesi. |

The cross-section of statemements made by most ‘of those
who spoke out tends to make one feel that bluack opinion in
this country is regarded as extremely unimportsnt. This
point was also made in the September issue of "Pro Veritate."
Perhaps it could be an interesting exercise for the many
white controlled churches who speak on behalf of an over-
whelmingly black membership, to find out whst the péople
really thinlk, |

Meanwhile we reproduce elgewhere the UCM-statement
in full, not because we agree with it, but because we think
1t is one of the most balanced and objective observations
of the implications of the WCC decision.

_._..._.._.,...I F.*—-—--—



S R e i e e ——

-

—

REGIONAL FORMATION SCHOOLS.

The regional formsticn schools for the Natal and
Transvaal regions were held on the 5-7th and 19-20th
September respcetively. The attendance at cach fermation
school was in. the region of 2% or so people. A full report
on the formation schooles will bhe circulated tr all centres.
We want merely to deal briefly with the major points of both
formation schcols,

From our point of view, i.e. Exec. the formation schools
were cxtremely successful. We sougnt to achieve 2 major
objects, firstly,we wanted tq, creat= a core of pecple in
cach campus who not only undéstood in detail what SAS0 is
all about,but,also who are pfﬁpared to do SAS0 woxrit on their
respective Campuses. Secondly,we sought to meke all those
who are attended,fully conversant with the aprrecach we nre
adopting in an effort to make students aware of Their
responsibilitics both as students and as memburs of socicty.

Questions set for us to answer, such as who are we?
What are we talking about? Where are we teday? Whither are
we going?, helped to put us in a good frame of mind for
the business we meant to deal with. We then went further
to highlight the important aspects of "black consciousnzss”
and our historical background with a view to ereating good
cround for discussion,

The study of the Afro-American approach to thair
problems offered interesting comparisons betwe=sn tnelr
situation in the States and ours in this countyry. To g.ve
a concrete examvle- one-  group was asted to study the
significance of the statement "'before entering the openr
society, we must first close our ranks." This stetement
underlies the "Black Power" philoscohy of peonle [like
Iamilton and Carmichael. This particular grovp made the
chservatinsn thet an open soecicty ir this couniry ¢am only
be created by blacks and that for as long ac whites are in
power they shall seck to make it closed in one way cr the
other., We then defined what we meant by an open sncliety.
Does it entail the competitive type of approach 1o a
country's econcmical problems, or does it open the ranks
fully and allow joint particination by everyhbody iwn the
country's econcuy. 1In other words does our ccacept ol 2n
open society inply a retention of the opportunities inx
exploitation that one finds in Weslern-based societies?
This was rejected by the group in favour of a more inclusive
approach. The rroup went on then to note thai none of the
present parties would dream of fully allowing people ToO
participaete equnlly ag members of a scclety 1 the econnonmy
of the country.

Cloeing ocur ranks was seen as piecessary in this
country purely to establish a common starting noint. The
difference in starting points was s=en as lThe major reacon
for the diversification of inlerests and aspiraticis.

JHence o.veves



e

‘Hence the group ended up by stating that the original
‘statement should read "before creating an open society we
must first close.our-ranks," The difference of course is
of paramount importance in that in the first one the
Afro-fmericans accept that they will never be in a position
to change the system in America and adopt the approach

that if you cah't beat them, join them but join them from
a position of strength whereas implicit in the latter
statement is a hope to establish a completely new system at
gsome stage. The second poilnt here_2lso 1s that purely

from a consideration of who we aresrealise that it is we
who must be allowing okthers to participate in our system.
We mus: not be the ones to be invited to participate in
somehcdy else's system in our own private yard,

ihen came a congideration of practical ways of imple-
menting what we saw as the only valid approach - creating
a black consciousness. The ideas cdnsidered varied from
simple community orientated projects to exploitation of the
system i.e. making use of institwutions created in black
areas for tlacks. One does not wish to go into detail
in this topic. Let it suffice to say that we saw a major
difference in approaches to be made to the urban areas and
those to be made to the ruwal areas,

Considerable time was spent in discussing "Black
Theolosy" and what it entails. BSAS0 is aware that it is a
gecular body but acknowledges the functional importance of
working closely with other groups in an effort to stress -
the importance of.this topic.

A sense of nostalgia was instilled in the group by a
historical congideration of the black man's struggle 1in
this country. Although this was dealt with very superfi-
cially it served to illustrate just how comnlacent people
are at this moment. -

A1l in all people left the formation schools with new
determination to do what can be done in the direction of
making themselves and the student community at large useful
in beins members of the vanguard ranks in this stage of
our involvement. The regional and local organisation of
SASO in hoth the Transvaal and Natal regions was given
a tremcndous boosting by the formation schools. . This makes
it much more of a pity that the Eastern Cape Region has
seen il necessary to postpone its regional formation school
to early next year. '

——— O ———
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THE POLITICS OF POWERLESSNESS,.

"The laws of social dynamics are laws which can only be |
stated in terms of POWER." Bertrand Russell, The struggle for
power is universal in time and space and it is an undeniable
fact of experience. Throughout history natinna have met
wach other in contests of power. Rumssell's declaration revesls
that pecple are wont to control the mlndﬂ and actions of other
men by whatever means,

The Tfact that power is an essential element of politics
reveals the contradiction in my title. -But this is not the
only one of the ironical contrasts that the black person in
South Africa is confronted -with.. By his mere existence man
is involved in the game of politics. Man “is a political
animal, His right te "life, liberty and the pursuit of happi-
ness" is & political right. All men, black, white or pink
desire the same rights. Without the right to determine their
own political goals and aspirations, the black man in South
Africa has, in fact, been rendered powerless. They are caught
in a web of collective insecurity and fear and have come to
accept what the authorities ordain as good for them. The
blacks in this country have impressed other nations by their
capacity to endure suffering and to be slow to anger. Ingdeed
all powerless people invitg the contempt and scorn of their
powerful masters. .

"The problem of the 20th Century is the problem of the
colour-line, the relation of the darker to the lighter races
of men in Africa and Asia, in ‘America and the iglands of the
sea." - .
du Bois: THE SOULS COF ELACK FOLK. Race relations determine
the power fistribution in the world today. All ciwilization
is determined by white standards and even the questions of
morallty, of right and wrong. A Because of their nonopoly of
‘know-how' they were able to conguer the weak black nations,
colonige their territories and exploit the natural resources
#f the land,

In South Africa the policy of separate development must
be seen purely as an ideology. The separation itself is not
g0 much the ultimate goal of political action as it is the
pretext and a false front behind which fthe element of power,
inherent in all politics, is concealed. I+t ie in the: very
naturg of poelitics to compel the actor on the political scene
to use an ideology in-order to disguise the immediate goal'of
his actions. The 1mmediate goal of political action 1s power
and political power isg power over the minds snd actions of men,

In South Africa a . new breed of purposeful black people
is emersing. They are sophisticated enough to understand
- essentisl power and can distinguish it from its fererunner as
- the precondition for restoring to their people and their country
. 1te depleted energies. They are beginning to question and
| reject most of the standards and orientation they have had to
suck from white nipples. In order to succeed in their attempts
‘at redefining th31r goals and aspirations they have to cast off

. /all reaction,
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all reactions to white society and instead positively
redirect the resources and energies of their own peple,

What might be interpreted as a ' loss of faith in white
sor.iety ie in fact an uncompromising rejection of the bi-
lateral approach towards a meaningful’'social change. 7Yhis
rejection stems from an awareness that by sheer historical .
accident, all white people, certainly in varyirg degri=s %
of intengity, suifer secret feelings of superiority ocover
bl ck people and openly despise them for having culfures /
thet failed to equip them w}th technological know-how. .-

South Africa's policy of separsting even the hlack races
ha: induced unmerited complexes and inhibibions about szch .
otier, The blacks will only be able to make pclitical o
ug: of their peosition of prwerlessness, if the African.
th» Indian and the Coloured races themselves 87Uz grow).
The fact that they are un-privileged, [disfranchised (cxcept
in their respective 'stans') and disinherited are only
entities in the stock of common ideas to which appeal can
be made and a belief thet these common ideas stand scrchow
in the gecale of wvalues which are above petty sectional
in-ereste. I share with I1.P. ka Seme, South Africa's fTore-
mo t political commentator at the turn of the century thot
th black people "although not a homogencois race, perIess
g —ommon fundamental sentiment which is everywhere manifest
crrstallising itself into one common controlling ides.”
A -ositlicen of powerlessness, eifectively manipulated i opt
at strengthening the will and sharpening the ixatellig ncc
of the vietims,

The black people are rediscovering themselves, their
di mnity and humanity. ‘ne history of the relavions ol black
anc white peoples from the days of colonialism displava
corcerted attempts by white people at repudiating the .Luman-
it of the black man., This was btecause by so doias t >
wh . te man had also repudiated big own humznity and that the
Pl ck man could not but he seen as a threatv to the whibte man's
sel.ge of mpecurity. The black man wmuset be proudc of hio black-—
neirs, his history and culture.

There needs to he & complete cultural neg —ell as «
po itical redefinition of the gosls and aspliralions ol blacks
by blzcks themselves. "Africa no longer desizes "o oo snoken
fo ' by sellf-appointed spokesmen," quipped Tom tboya. Tue
blicks must also develop a historical perspective and i+ Learch
fo one's roots. They necd to have a coherent vision of Shem—
se-ves as a people and a clear notion as to the gener. .
direction in which they 2re moving; in order to know .2,
thev are geoing, they need to know where trey come Iron.

A critical imagse of the white-orientated valuess —nid :
stundards will help us discover thnat the history ox toz past
ha.: been velled in a shrodd of mystery. A radical re--
Tormulation of history has to be undertaken. Therc moass be
a 1ore realistic interpretation of Tthe causes of the cronvier
Wars, historical Tigures like Tshaka, Mahatma Gandhi : id

¢
Morhesh, e et
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That the Blacks should be known to have loved, lived a
happy Tamily life, were religious (but not necessarily
Christian); they fought wars brzvely, paintcd, sculpored
sung songs and praises, would have established their
humanity and their right to receive fair treatment., It is
agrinst this appalling ignorance abeout himgelf and his
history and particular mcde of personality that the black
soul 1is rovelting.

We need to know thesc things so that we should be
angry with ourselves for having lct ourselves down as we
did. W¢ must hate ourselves for having conspired te the
rape of our inner beingzs. Only such a critical lock at
ourselves will help us plan a better future. We can
utilise our resources to instil a confidence. in. ourselves
and the destiny of our pecnle.

This ncew wvision, hope and confidence will gzive out
mere of the "black personality" in me. It will give me,
a black man, 2 sense ol security and belonging, OCnly
with such a2 state of mind will the blacks b able tn
neutralize whitec domination and propaganda.  Only then
will 1% be sinsible for black and whitc men with a
humanistic concilliatory vision, to sharc an identity
of intercests between the privileged and the un-privileged,
Any relationship based on an incompatibility of power
tends tc¢ bo dogged by suilt, equivocation and problems
of communic tion and will be bascd sguarely on the powerful-
ness ol onc and the powerlessness of the other. Only
from a balsneccd seale of power will the bl icks "never
negotiate out of fear". This is the prescription that
will restore to the powerless peoples of South Africa
self-respect and self-confidence that they may with
confidance construet a betbtter tomorrow.

Nyameko Pityana

QUOTH

"M eeawe coloured men, in this specific moment of
historicol cvolution, have consciously grosped, and grasped
in its full bre dth, the notion of our peculiar unigqueness,
the notion of who we arc =2nd whot, znd thet we arc ready
on every pl-ne and in every department, teo assume the res-
ponsibilities which procced from this coming into conscious-
ness. The peculiarity of ..... our history, loced with
terrible misfortunes which belong to ne other history. The
peculiarity of our culturc, which we intend to live and to
make live in an ever realler manner."

Aime Cesaire- 19545
. . . _._..._.._D['j-g____
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FROM A BUS,

MYy BLACENESS IS5 THER BEAUTY OF THIS LAND,

My blackness 'is the beauty of this land, My blackness,

tender and strong, wounded and wise, My blackness,

I, drawling blueck grandmother, smilg¢ musculsr and sweet,
unstraightened white hair soon to grow in earth,

work thickened hand thoughtful and gentle on grandsons's head,
my heart is bloody-razorcd by a million memories' thrall:

remembering the crock-necked cracker who spat

onn my naked body,

remembering the splintering of my son's spirit
because he rememboerced to be proud

remembering the tragic eyes in my daughter's dark
Tacc when she learncd her coleo?'s meaning

and my own dark rage a rusty knife with teeth to gnaw

' my bowels,

my agony ripped loose by anguished shouts in Sunday's
humble church,

my ageny rainbowed to ecstasy when my feet oversoared
Montgomery's slime, '

ah, this hurt, this hate, this ecstasy before I die,
and all my love a strong cathedrall
My blackness is the beauty of this land!

Lay this against my whiteness, this land!

Lay me, young Brutus stamping hard on the cat's tail,

gutting the Indian, gouging the nigger,

booting Little Rock's Minniejean Brown in the buttocks
and boast,

my sharp white teeth derision-bered as 1 the
congueror crush.

skyscraper-1, white hands burying God's human clouds
beneath

the dust!

Skyscraper-I, slim blond young Empire

thrusting up my loveless bayonet to rape the sky,
then shrink all my long body with filth and in the
gutter lie as lic I will to perfume this armpit garbage,

While 1 here standing blesck beside

~wrench tears from which the lics would suck the salt

to malke me more American thet Ameriecs .....

But yet my love and yot my hate shall civilize thise land,
this land's sslvation;

Author - Lance Jeffers - Extract - The New Black
Poetry,
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AFPRICA SELIES IT
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Fenyn 1s situsted on the Fast Coast of Africa. Though
within ithe tropies the country i1s relatively free of the
debilitating heat and excessive rainfall associated with
other tropical countricas., This is largely beeause of the-
lﬂtﬂT~m1Lh“ geography of the- country a feature which it
shares wilth the other Fast Africen states, and for this
reasen a joint geography of FMast Africa will be presented.

"¢ coastal fringe, varying in width from ten to
forty miles, has moderate rainfall., This part is densely
populated, and Mombasa, the country's principal port, is the
main g“tUﬂ*v for communication with the outside world, and
for trade purpeses. The coastal fringe has had long contaet
with the outside world, a fact which is evident in the

cosmopoliton composition of the 11{::]pulntlﬁrl.
ATl o
The coastal hinterland is | and dry and is sparsely

populai~d, The Kenya cupeeially, this belt of land is
semi-descrt,

The highlands of the Eastern rift are mostly over
5,000 T+, high. Temperature is modecratc, the goil fertile
and rain{all sufficicent, This region is one of prosperous
agricultural activity. The Kenya Hishl=ands produce wheat,
oate, bzrley, ninapples, toa and coffee,

The western rift highlands are gooed asricultural land,
and donsely populated.

The interior platcau, about 4,000 ft, above sea-level
lﬂrfwlv arid to semi-desert country. The pﬂnul tion is

parsc and agricultursl activity in niminal.
arid

Becauss of these belts of _ and arable land, most of
the pohurution 15 deneely packed in "pockets" where land
and clinste arce good, while vast tracts of the country are
gparscly populated, ‘

The population of the country is about 10,000,000 of
Th?ﬂw about 3,500,000 are Africans, 60,000 Wﬁjtnm? and the
st Asiana aﬂﬂ Arﬁhu (the Asian D}HL?LlDF hes declined
uthPl since the government ingatuted ite "Africanisation"
policy). PFost of the Vhites are Tarmers or exvatbtriate
experts «~nd pirofessionals,

1s
S

The pr1rc1:al trives, numerically and politically are
the Kiluyu and Luwo. The Fikuyu live in the Highlands while
the Luo are mainly in Fyanza Province. Tribalism has
recently cmerged as an important facbtor in Kenya politics.

The strupggle for independence in Kenys was onz of the
bloodicst one on the enbire continent, Hau-Maw, and its
gupprasu1rr Ly the British adminictration resulted in the
deathe of Lhoussnds., T+ was widely earcd that the suffer-
ing, tensions and bitterncss generated during thie period

JWOULA v vrninnnns
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would throw lenya into chuos Trom wirlch 1t voulda Take
decades to rucover, In the late fifties Jomo Kenystta
and Tom bhoya cmerged as the main foreeg in the direction
Kenya politics would take. Kenyatta had been jalled for
his allczed involvement in Mau-Mau, and this brought him
national vprominence. Tom Mboya was a ycung and hrilliant
trade unicon leader.,

Inderendence in 1953 saw Kenyatta as Premier, and Mboya
Minister of Justice. When the country becqme a republic
within tlic Commonwealth, Kenyatta became Prosident, and
Mboya Minister of Beconomic Development. Oginga Cdinga,
another 1ising politician became vice-Irosident. Kenyatta's
firm rile, plus bhis"fTather-figure" image, contributed to
political calm during the 60's., The fact that Kenyatta
was Kikuyn while WMboya and Oginga were Luo, and thelr
closce co-operation within the ruling KANU EKnnya African
Naticnal Union) may have also contribufed in sinking tribal
animosltics, '

Fost—-independence land reform brought more Africans
into agricultural activities in the {ormely White Highlands,
Anti=White feelings in the country have been surprisingly
minor. Kenyatta's policy of non-racialism, plus the fact
that the country nceded white skills, could explain this,

This rosition of the Asians, on the other land, has
bean different. MWost of them belong to exclusive Asian
religions, snd are hence not significantly incorporated
into the mainstreasm of -the country's social cultural and
political l1ife. 33% of Kenysp Asiang are traders and
busineassman, pursuits which have placcd them in vositions
of wealth and envy. WMorcover, most of them held on To
Britirh rtassports when independcnce came, and this aroused
considerable African animosity. iHenee they were largely -
the loscrs when the governnent instituted 1ts policy of
Africanigation (by which is meant that jobg and trading
licencon would be given to Kenyna citizena., ) Quite a
number thus had to leasve the country.

The surfacing of tribsliem in Kenya has ideologlcal
roots. Foenyatta's government committed itscli o political
neutrality with a pro-West taint, and a capitalist economy.
Odinga, however, yearncd for a socialist ple. This
eventually led to Cdingn's resignation from AT and his
formation of the opposition Kenya Tecrleis Unicn., From this
moment on, Kenyan politics became porlarised along tribal
lines., The assassination of Tom Mboyn addcd fuel to the
fire, and Tor the.first time since independence, the country
witnessed sporadic racial skirmishes,

The country's economy has thrived. The growth.rate
has berr about 6% a year since independence. In spite
of thie, discontent is widespread. The factors are first,
tribaliem, and the feeling that the Kikuyu arce the new
colonialists in the country. Sccondly economic develop-
ment has benefited mostly the upper classes; the Kenya
middle class enjoys a standard of living rarely found in
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many developed countrics. The poer (workers and peasants)
have not had their civecumstances appreciably altered since
independence. Thirdly, unemployment is rising at an
alarming rate. This can be c¢xplained by tne increase 1n
population (about 3.3% a year) and the demands of the
trade uniong For higher woges, =0 thet most industries
have to limit man-power and rcly on sutomatlon.

Kenyatta, the Mzce (01d One) has succeeded so far

to steer the ship of state into relatively calm waters.

But what will happen when he goes is the nightmare of

many Kenyans, Disceontent will certainly surface, and there
seeminsly 1s no Tigure at present who commands the respect
of the 01ld VWan, and can conscquently contain racial
dilfercaces.

Perhaps, like Nigeria, Kenya may nhave to taste the bitter—
negs of racial conflict hefore she can have a truc sub-
mersion of tribal animosities. It 1is to ke hoped that
this will bte avolded.

Charles Sihiai-VFIR

————— 000=====

Wi, HEALEY'S VISIT,.

This year's speaker at the "Annual Day of Affirmation
of Academic freedom =nd Human Hights" organised by NUSAS
wags Mr, Denris Healey, ex-Defonee Minister in the Wilson
Administraticrn and present Shadow Minister of foreign
Affaira,

Mr, Hesley, in hisg brief visit to South Africa has
gained himself = reputation of being an uncompromising
critic who 1s not prepared to listen to the "other
side." This criticlism was made 1in an srticle by J.HOF.
serfontein, politiecal commentantor of the Sund:y Times in
the, 27th October issue of the Sunday Time.

Thowe of us who have met Wir, IHesmley will obviously
be completely surprised at this scrt of reaction. Some of
us spent lonz hours with Fr. Healcey =2nd were present when he
held discussions with some prominent black reople. We found
him onc of the most patient listeners ever to visit the
country feor a long timo. Just to set the redord straight
some of the black pcople he met are members of the "establish-
ment", Whilc they were critiecal of Lritain's lack of
comnittment to the black man's struggles io this country
they, all to a man, expressed sympathy with the Labour Party
cause and wilshed him and his colleaguces return to power,

It is obvious thercfore that if Mr. Healey refused to
listen to some folk in this country there must have been
something unbearable in what they had to say.
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I WRITE- WHAT I LIKE,

In the last issue, I took 2 loock at a section of the
White Community. Today I propose to concern myself with
the black world - the validity of the new spproach.

"WE  RLASK3"

]

Forn shortly before 1948, I have lived all ny
consciocus life in the framework of institutionalised
scparate development. My friendships, my love, my
education, my thinking and every other facet of my life
have been carved and chaped within the context of sgparate .
develommeny., Tn stages during my life I have managed to
outgrow some of the things the system taught me.

Hepefully what I propose to do now ig to take a look at
those who participate in opposition to the system - not
from a detached point of wview but from the point of view of
a black man, conscious of the urgent need for an under-
standing of what is involved in the new approach - "black

e

conascicousness",

One needs to understand the basics beforc setting up
a remcdy. A number of the organisations ncw currently
"fighting sgairst apartheid" are working on an oversimpli-
fied rremisc. They have taken a brief look at what is,
and have diagnosed the problem incorrectly. They have
almost completely forgotten about the side effects and
have not even considersd the root cause. Hence what ever
1s improvieed as a remedy will hardly cure the condition,

hpartheid - both petty and grand - is obviously evil,
Nothinz can justify the arrogant assumption that a elique
of Toreigners has the right to decide on the lives of a
majeriity. Hence even carried out faithfully and fairly
the policy of apartheid would merit condemnation and
vigorous opposition from the indigenous peoples as well
as those who see the problem in its correct perspective.
(The fzct that apartheid has been tied up with white
supremacy, capltalist exploitation; and deliberate oppression
makes the problem much more complexd Material want is bad
enough, but coupled with spiritual poverty it kills. And
this lattcr effect is probably the one that creates mountains
of obstrcles in the normal course of emancipation of the
black people. '

One eghould not waste time here dealing with manifesta—
tions of m8terial want of the black people. A vast literature
has bcen written con this preoblem. FPossibly o little should
- be said sbout spiritual poverty. What makes the blaek man
fail to tick? Is he convinced of hizs own accord of his
inabllities? DDoes he lack in his genetic make-up that rare
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quality that mzkes a man willing to die for the realisation
of his aspirations? 07 ig he simply a defeated person?

The answer to this is not a clearcut one. It is, however,
nearcr to the last suggestion than anything else. The

logic behind white domination is to prepare the black man
for the subservient role in this country. Not so long ago
this used toc be freely said in parliament even about the
educational system of the black people. It is still =said
even today, although in a much more sophisticated language.
To a large extent the evil-doers have succeeded 1n producing
at the output end of Thelr machine a kind of black man who
is man only in form. This is the extent to which the process
of dehumanisation has advanced.

Black peoplc unde the Smuts gcovernment were oppressed
but they were still meéh. They failed tn change “he systen
fer many Yeasons which we ehall not consider here. But
the type of black man we have today has lost his manhood.
Reduced to an obliging shell, he looks with awe at the
white powoer structure and accepts what he roegards ag 2
"inevitstle positicn," Decp inside his anger mounts at
the acumwlating insult, btut he vents 1t in the wrong
direction —--on hisg fellow man in the township, on the
property of blacl people, "o longer does he trust leader-
ship, for the 1963 mass arrests were blameable on bungling
by the leadership, nor ig there any te tiust. In the
privacy ot his tollet his face twists in silent condemnation
of whitce socicty but brightens up in sheepish obedience as
he comes out hurrying in response to his master's impatient
call. Ir the home-bound bus or train he joins the chorus
that roundly condemns the white man but 1s first to preise
the zovarnment in the prescnce of the police or his employers.
His heart yearns for the comfort of white socicty and makes
him*blome himself Tor not having been "educatod" enousgh to
warrant such luxury. Celebrated achievements by whites
in the Ticld of science - which he understands only hazilly -
serve to meke him rather convinced of the futility of resis-
tence and to throw awsay any hopes thal change may Gver come,
All in all the block man has become a shell, a shadow of man,
completcly defeated, drowning in his own misery, a slave
an ox bearing the yoke of oppression with ghoepish timidity.

This is the Tirst trutn, hitter as it may secm, that
we have to acknowledge before we can start on any proosrimme’
designed to change the status gquo. It becomecs more ncecegsary
to sce the truth s 1t i1s 1T you recalisc that the only
vehicle for change are these people who have lost their
personality. The first step therefore is to make the black
man come tTo himselfs to pump baek life into his cmpty shells
to infuse him with pride and dignity, to romind him of his
complicity in the crime of allowing himself to be misused
and thercfore letting evil reign supreme in the country of
“is bilrth. This is what we mean by an inward locking process.
Thig ig the definition of "black consciousnces,”
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'One writer makes the point that in an effort to destroy
completely the structures that had been bullt up in the
Afric=an Society and to impose thelr imperialism with au
unnerving totality the ccleonialists were not satisfied
merely with holding a people in 4heir grip and emptying
the Native's brain of all form and content, they turned
to the past of the oppressed people and dlstorted, dis-
figured and destroyed it, No longer was reference made
to African culture, it bheccame barbarism. Africa was the
"dark ceontinent." Religious practices and customs were
referrcd to as superstiticn. The history of African
Socicty was reduced to tribhal battles and i1nternecine wars.
There was no conscious migration by the people from onc
place of abode to another. No, it was always flight from
onc tyrant who wanted to defeat the ftribe not for any
positive reason but mcerely to wipe them out of the face
of this carth.

Ho wonder the African child learns to hate his herl
tage in hig days at schocl. So negative is the lmage
presented to him that he tends to find solaze only in
cloge identifie=stion with the white society.

Mo doubt, thercfore, part of the approach envisaged
in bringing about "black conscicusncess" has to be directed
to the past, to seek to rewrite the history of the black
man and to produce in it the heroces whe form the core of
the Africon background. To the extent that a vast
literature a2bout Ghandi in South Africa is =zoovmuleting it
can be said that the Indian community already has startea-
in this directicon. But only scant refoercence is made to
African heroes., A people without a positive history is
like a wvehicle without an cngine. Their cmeotions canant
be eacily controlled and channelled in a recogniseaile
dircetion, They always live 1n the shadow of a moro
succeaslful society. Hence in a ceountry like ours they
arc forced to celebrate holidays like Paul Eruger's dey,
Heroeg' day, Republie day cte., - all of which are
occassions during which the humaliation of deflecat 1s at
once roevived,

Then too one can extract from our indigcenous cultures
a lot of positive virtues which should teaclh the Westerner
a lesoon ~ar two, The oneness of cﬂﬂﬁunity Tor inusteoice
ig at the heart of our culture. The casiness with @ wiich
Africons communicatce with cach othcr is not forced by
authority but is inhercnt in the make up of Africsn people.
Thus whereas the white family can sty in an area without
knowing its neighbours ,African®develop a sense of belonging
to the community w1th1n a short time of coming together,
Many » hospital official has becon confounded by the practico
of Indians whe bring gifts and presents to paticents whose
names they esn hardly rccall. Again this is a manifesva-—
tion of the interclationship betwecen man and man in the
black world as opposcd to the highly impersonal world in
which WVhitey lives. Thesce are charactoristics we must
not allow curselves to loose. Their value can enly be
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app;gcr;%qﬂhﬁil%%gﬂﬁ o1 uL whe. ngug net oz yot bien made
slaves to . " - and the mochince. One can guote a
myriad of other examples. Hers again "black consciousness"
seeks Lo show the bleck people the walue of their own
standards and outlool. It urges bLlack people to judge
thenselves according to the.e stardards and not to be
fooled by whit. socliety whs hs e white -washed themselves
and madoe vhite dgtandards the yardstick by which even black
people judge cach other,

It is prcbably nccessary at this stage to warn all and
sundry about the limits eof cendurance of the human mind.,
Thig is particularly neocessary in thoe case of thne African
people. CGround for a revolution is always Tertile in the
presencs of absolute destlwitil n. At some stage one can
forocsee a aitvation where black people will feel they have
nothing te live for and «»ill slout unto thelir God "Thy will
be done.," Indeed Hie will shall bo done bLut it shall not
appcal cqually to all mortzls Tor indeed we have different
versions of His will. If the white God has been doing the
talliinzg all along, at some stage the black God will have
to raise His volece and make Himsclf heard over and above
noiscas fTrcem Hiv countarvart. - hat happrens at that stage
depends largely on what happen- in the intervening period,
"Black conscicuasnecs" therefore sceks to give positivity
in the outlook of the black pe ple te their problems,

It worlks on th: knowledge that "white hatred" is negative,
though understindshle, and leacs to precipltate and
short-run methnds which may be disastrous {er black and
white alilke. It secke to chanrcl the pent-up forcesg of
tle an, vy blac’t masses to mearningful and directional
opposicior baving ifs entire strugsgle on realities of the
sitvation. Ii wants to crneure a singalarity of purpose
in the winds of the Vlack peorple and To make possible
total invelver »nt of the masscu in a strusgle eggentially
theirs.

What of the white man's roeligion = Christianity?
It gecoms the poople involved in inparting Christiasnity to
the black people etesdfestly rofuse tTo zet rid of tne
rotter. foundation which many o!f the mlissionaries created
when ticy came, To this da%e clack people find no message
for them in the biole simply beocause our ministers are
still teoo busy with norsl trivialitics. They -blow these
up s the mesi important thinga that Jesuc had to say to
pecple, They constartly urge the reople to find falt in
themselves and by so ding detroct from the essence of the
stru-gle in which the Teople arce invoived. Deprived of
spiritunl conl:nt, the klack people read the bibkle with
a grilubility that ie shocking. While they sing in a
choxus of "wmes culwa" they are jeined by white groups
who sing = dil'lTerent versicn - "tua culpa.” The® anachri-
nisr of a well--meanirg God whe allows poople to zsuffer
continually unicer an obviously lmmnral system 1s not lost
to youuz tlascks who continue t. drop out of Church by
the hundreds. Too many people are involved 1n rcligion
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for the blacks to ignore. Ohviously the only path open
for us now is to recdefine the message in the bible and to
make it relevant to the strusgling mnsses. The bible must
not be scen to preach that all authority is divinely
instituted. It must rather preach thet 1t is a sin to
allow onesclf t~ be oppresscd. The bible must continually
be shown to have semething to say to the black man to keep
him going in hig long journcy towards realisation of the
self. This is the messacse implicit in "black theology."
Blaclk theology sceks to do avay with splritual poverty

of the black people. It scews to demonstrate the absurdity
of the nassunmption by whites that "ancester worship" was
neecegonrily a supcrstition and that Christianity 1is a
scicntific religion. Whike basing itself on the Christian
meesage,black theology sceks to shew that Christianity is
an adaptakle religion thet {its in with the cultural
situation of the people to whom it is imparted. Black
Theolopy sceks to deplet Jesus as a fighting God who saw
the exchonge of Roman moncy - the oppresscr'® coinage -

in hig Tather's timple as so gacrilegeious. that it merited
a violent reaction from Him - tue Son of Man.

Thus in all ficlds "Black Consciousncss" secks to
talk to the black man in oo language that is his own. It
is only by recogniging the basic sct up 1n the black world
that one will come to realisc the urgent nced Tor a re-—
awakcinine of the slceeping massces. Dloack consciousness
sceks o do this., Needless to say it shall nhave to be the
black pcople thoemsclves who shall take care of this |
prosramns: for indecd Sckou Toure was right when he said:

"To toke part in the African revolution, it 1s not
cnoush to write a rovelutionary songi you must
ashion thoe revolution with the pecople. And i1f you
Tashion it with tho people, the sengy will come by
thiomsclves and ol thomsclves.

In order to achicve real action you must yourself
e a living part of Alfrica and of her thought;

. vou mist be an cloment of that popular cnergy which
ig entircly called forth for the frecing,the progress
and the happincss of Africa. There is no place
oulnide that fisgsht Tor the artist or for the inte-
llcetual who ig not himsclf conccerned with, and
compnletely at one with the people in the great
battle of Africa =and of sufforing humanity."

"T'rank - talk"
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UCM's RESPOFNSE TO S.A. CHURCH LFEADERS

OF THE WCC GRANT T0 'LIBERATION MOVEMENTS'

According to I'ress reports the white (and one black)
church lezders in South Africa have come out with unanimous
voice against the decision of the World Councdl of Churches
to make a grant of R143,000 to liberation movements in
Southern Africa. TFrom thelr public statements 1t appears
that the major ground of their objiection is that the money
will be used by ecrganisations committéd to using violence
to -overthrow wihite rule in southern Africa, even though
the WCC money itself will not be used to buy arms.

The UCM wisheg to make no comment on the WCC action.
We do wieh to comment on the rash of puklic statements
by our church leaders. If the issue really is an objection
to the use of violence or, as one leader put it, 'the use
of violence to overthrow law and order', then thelr silence
on the use of wvislence by the white regimes in southern
Africa pleces a huge guestion mark over thelr motives.

Tt is universally accepted thst no money from Seuth
Africa is included in the WCC grants to thesge liberation
movements., Put these same church lesders and members of
their churches pay taxes to the white South African govern-
ment, so contributing directly to the Defence Budget of
R271,600,000 (1963/70 figures.) A grest deal of this money
is used Lo buy arms and provide military training for our
white vouth - again many of them are members of our churches.,
Which church leaders have voiced such strong and open
objection to this escalating expenditure on the art of
violence? Turther, at present the sale of British arms
to South Africs is a live issue. Where have our antl-
violencce church leaders made press statements supporting
a British arms embargo? And tax-payers' money (Christian
tax-payers included) goes to support police forces from
South Afrieca engaged in the violent clash in Rhodcsia. It
appears that this has evoked no strong reaction. Is 1%
geceptoble that, in the noame of non-vieclence, we have no
objections to supporting one side of the clash financially,
put objzect when money is given to the other side? And
which churech lesders have condemned the morality of South
Africans raising money to send food snd cther forms of
reliel to the Portuguese soldiers in Mocambigue and Angola?

One could, of course, go on questioning the response
of our outspoken church leaders on other forms of violence
in Soulh Africs, and in fact the besic violence done 1O
people in our total structure of unjust land, power, and
economic digtribution. PBut this would scrve little purpose.
Their silcnce when one side of the shooting line (the side
of the white regimes) is given support, and their outery
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When the other side (the blacks seeking liberation) is
supported scems to indicate only too clearly that the real
issue is not violence, but whether support should be given
to maintaining the white controlled status guo ('law and
order') ~r to those struggling for change and black
liberation ('violence'). One can cnly hope that they

have not seen this implication in the combination of their
silencce and thelr criticism, and will either revert to
silence on both issues, or condemn equally strongly and
openly the preparation for wviolence on the white 'side'.

The church leaders may respond claiming that it was
their right and duty to object when R143,000 is given by
an officisl church body like the WCC to pro-violence
organisations, because they are directly invelved as
member:s of that tedy, and because it cloims to be Christian.,
But such reasoning condemns their silence when the South
African government votes R271,600,000 for military
purposce, becsuse they are citizens of South Africa, because
even Christian tax-payers contribute towards the mammoth
military spending, and because our government also claims
to be Christian.

And it is futile to claim that they object to liberaticn
movementa getting assistance because they are initiating a
war of zaggreesion against the whites, while the government
money ip legitimately being spent on defence. If the whites
claim to be defending thelr property and thelr rights
against black aggression, so also the blacks claim to be
defending thelr right to numan dignity against white
agegrencors. Have our church leaders made a really care-
ful study of the c¢laims of both sides sn Tthat now they are
in a position to arbitrate and to condemn the blaock cause
as unjucst and unChrigtian, and the white cause as right and
fair? Again it needs to be emphasised that it cannot be
just tho means which are being condemned, as bolbth sides
are in fzct using the same means - only the white side has
more ol Tthem,

Given the history of the churches whose leaders hkave
come oub zgainst the WCC grants, their ambiguouas atiti de
to war, and their silence on the issues ralsed above, would
it not have been wiser for them to have sald nothing? Ur
was Thoir intention to meke 1t perfeetly clear which wide
they are on in the escalating struggle in mouthern Afirica?®
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