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BLACK STUDENTS’
MANIFESTO

We, the Black Students of South Africa, believing that the Black Man can no
longer allow definitions that have been imposed upon him by an_arrogant White
world concerning his Being and his destiny and that the Black Student has a moral
obligation to articulate the needs and aspirations of the Black Community hereby
declare that:

A. We Black Students are:

1. An integral part of the Black oppressed Community before we are
Students coming out of and studying under the oppressive restrictions of
a racist education,

2. committed to a more disciplined involvemant in the intellectual and
physical work and to the consistent search of the Black Truth,

3. committed to work towards the building of our people and to the
winning of the struggle for liberation and guided by the central purpose
of service to the Black Community on every technical and social level.

B. We therefore, reject the whole sphere of racist education and commit
ourssives to:

1. The intellectual and physical development of our community and to the
reslistaion of liberation for Black peoples of South Africa.

2. the definition that education in South Africa is unshamedly political and
we therefore, believe that Black education is tied to the liberation of the
Black people of the world.

C. We hereby commit ourselves to:

1 the assertion, manifestation and development of a sense of awareness
politically, socially and economically among the Black Community.

2. the belief that Black Students should maintain a spirit of fraternity
amongst themseives, free from the prejudice of white fallacies by virtue
of their commom oppression.

3. sttempting to break away from the traditional order of surbordination
to whites in education and to refuse to be educated for them,

. encourage and promots Black L iterature relevant to our struggle,

5. ensure that our education will further the preservation and promotion
of what is messured in our cuiture and our historical experience.
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"And so long as men laboured, and
other men took and used the fruit
of those who laboured, the name of
Spartacus w o u 1 d be remembered,
whispered sometimes and shouted
loud and clear at other times."

Published By SOUTH AFRICAN STUDENTS'
ORGANISATION,
86 Beatrice Street,
P.O. Box 2346,
DURBAN,
SOUTH AFRICA.

All copyright in this Newsletter is strictly reserved.

Any person or persons wishing to reprint articles,

published in this Newsletter, in magazine other

than the SASO newsletter are requested to seek
permission from the Editor

»

Except where stated, comment in this Newsletter
does not necessarily reflect the opinion of SASO.
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This Newsletter has been printed
by TRIPLE ESS, 62a Dayal Road,

Clai rwood.

"When I use a word," Humpty Dumpty

said in a rather scormful tone,
"it means just what I choose it to
mcan, neither more nor less."

"The question is," said Alice,
"whether you ¢ a n make words mean
s0 many different things."

"The question is,"” said Humpty
Dumpty, "who is tobem A s ter,
that's all."”

Alice in Wonderland.



Editonal
Where do we start?

Where do we begin to tell?

It seems 3 long way. When Black
students decided once more to
cherish dreams, to plan for the
Black future and to build hope for
themselves as the future leaders
of this broken country that desp-
erately needs mending.

Students all over the country in
different tribal universities and
high schools realised the dire
need for them to be on their own;
for them to initiate a basic
stand in terms of the fast chang-
ing reality before them.

The need for communication between
individuals and between groups of
Black students has had to be seen
as of major priority. It is in
the method through which Blacks
communicate that a positive id-
entity of Blacks, seeing them-—
selves in their own image as
Blacks, can develop and help us
channel proper perspectives on
issues affecting the Black commu-
nity and the Black Student in the
tribal university.

There have been setbacks on many
fronts. Bannings. Arrests.
Detention without trial.

Yet in our love for our beloved
country, a love that is for a
liberated and undivided South
Africa, the understanding of this
love shall be an act of survival
in itself. Our survival. We the
sons and daughters of the soil.

By asserting our Black identity
we shall be reinforcing our refu-
sal to be judged by those whose
analyses of our quest for ident-
ity have denied us our human will.

What greater human will is there
besides freedom?

We have put it explicitly before :
we refuse to be called students -
i.e. to be in a quest for know-
ledge; and yet be confined to
intellectual, socio-economic and
political subjection in matters
affecting our own Black community.
What led the Black American poet
Claude Mckay to express (beluui
also applies to our particular

situation:

"If we must die let it not
be like hogs,
hunted and penned in an
unglorious spot,
while round us, bark the
mad and hungry dogs,
making their mock at our
accursed lot."

(Claude Mackay: "If we must die")

It is in the news that one of our
brothers standing trial for the
Frelimo Rally suddenly collapsed.
We should also not forgot those
Turfloop students who are now be-
hind bars because they dared show
out that on these tribal campuses
nothing really happens except the
brainwashing on the curriculum.
These students are part of our
hopes. And we are a part of that
part, through our common brother-
hood in Black solidarity.

UL



THE WRATH OF OUR PRESENT

by Scene Watcher

During Christmas many Blacks die
on the roads, in the trains, in
the streets of their ghettoes.
Even in the bare privacy of their
ghetto=-shacks. One is often
tempted to ansvWer what the chris-
tmas season's excitement is all
about.

One goes down a South African City
street and looks at the fumiture
and family-wear shops. Those
patronised by Blacks. Especially
Blacks trapped in the claws of
hire purchase. These shops, they
will have a Black Father Christmas.
Not the white one with a snow
white beard; the one we see in
Christmas cards and Christmas wraps
No, a Black Father Christmas.

White commercial banality has gone
mad. So has the social tempo. The
Black man cannot be left out of
this madness. The white enslave—
ment culture wants to go down with
him. Which makes one want to ask:
do we really have reason to cele—
brate during the "festive" season?

Does Christmas mood not begin with
the Day of the Covenant?

December 16 is a national holiday.
As a white instituted day it af-
fects all the Blacks of this coun-
try. Through the Voortrekker signi-
fications and the implications of

conquest that are openly expressed.

On "Black Nati.nalism in South
Africa" Peter Walshe says that

African '"Chiefs and Kings were not
above the iLaw. Shaka and Dingane

were exception, not the norm to
parliament;through the traditional
council svstems. Yet until this
day sixty-!ive years later, Blacks
are still in the political wilder-
ness. The traditional council
system has been rigged and disor-
ientated for the more effective
oppression of Blacks.,

And one is forced to pose the Ques-
tion: Were Shaka and Dingane above
the law?

How does Walshe and those who sham
his views account for the influen-=
ce of Mpande and Mkhabayi, sister

to Senzangakhona?

The historic situation that was
partly brought about by December
16,bars communication between
individual Blacks and groups of
Blacks. The wmass media add to

this confused stite of conditions.
That is how we come to have a
Black Father Christmas.

Within our past as Listory we know
that our fore-fathers were robbed
of their land and their wealth.
They were culturally depraved and
socially emasculated. On the
other hand December 16 stands for
our present as history. A history
of oppression. That is why we
the protagonists of Black conscio-
usness, in the vanguard role that
the youth of all oppressed nati-
ons play, have decided to break the
myth of white-race superiority.And
to shape a Black Consciousness
whose future of social awareness
is without the prevailing race or
class distinctions that mar our
present. We must bridge the gap
between yesterday and today by
destroying lethargy amongst Bl-



acks., In this way we shall be
creating the much needed stimuli
for the national galvanigation of
Black national aspirations.

The expected outcome of our defin-
ed consciousness, a consciousness
freed from a white-anted decaying
culture, is the emergenge of iden-
tity in our national quest. The
national quest of Black conscious-
ness leads us to the intemational
quest for third world solidarity .

As early back as 19290 it  had
become apparent that only the
Blacks themselves could bring

about social change in this Coun-
try. This, despite attempts made
by some whites at throwing the
blame on "communists" and "Marcus
Garveyists" Black lecaders contin-
ued to mould their from in opposi-
tion against white domination.
Then as now the white sector tried
two things:

(1) Then as now they made frantic
attacks against certain "ext-
remist elements" i n Black
leadership.This was a delibem-
ate plan to dilute Black opp-
osition and thus weaken the
Black struggle. It is this
approach w h i ¢ h accounted
largely for t h e intemal
dissensions that finally saw

the collapse o f the I.C.U.
after 1926; w h e n certain
Blacks had to be expelled for
"holding communist ideology'.
(2) Then a s now liberal whites
took great pains to re-edu-
cate white conservatives and
to channel white opinion;what
is today called "verligtheid!
Whites were being taught to
be more tolerant to Blacks.

Everywhere 1liberal whites
tried to befriend Blacks.This
is the crucial stage when
some Black leaders were bou-~
ght over by the white sector
and were used in the intro-
duction of the Native Repres-
entative Council and the Col-
oured Representative Council
respectively.History is being
forced to repeat itself.Today
more and more "non-whites"and
Separatist leaders are being
called to address whites.
In 19043, the Secretary for the
then Native Affairs Department in
the then United Party led parlia-
ment, Dr. Smit, went to the extent
of calling the policy of Separate
Development an illusion!

Yet today more than 30 vears later
there are those in our midst who
are busily chanting against petty
apartheid as some precondition for
detente. In the same manner that

Vorster does not want apartheid to
be petty.

decide to stress
Black identity and Biack aware-
ness it is also to thwart the de-
germerate tendencies of certain
elements in the Black sector! We
are against those who lose their
identity and assume the negative
role of advancing white anti-Black
ideas within the Black ranks.

When the Blacks

The seeming social influence of
white liberals on Blacks has begun
to weaken and is now being replac-
ed by a more complex and therefore
more dangerous pattern of white
"verlig" domination. White domina-
tion has not therefore,changed its
basic character. It has only adop-
ted more subtle methods of exploi-



tation.

The Black youth is aware. We are
aware-of those who are perverting
the basic issues affecting Blacks
and the common aims being made by
Blacks towards the achieving of
national liberation. Our so-called
under-development or backwardness,
cannot be done away with, within
the exploitative spectrum of capi=-
talism. To believe that the flow
of private capital into "homeland"
economic development and finance
is "aid", is fantasy gone amok.
The Separatists won't leam their
figures straight. The people who
pour monies into the "homelands"
do so for the enrichment of their
own pockets. This calls forth the
following reasons for standing
against "homelands" investments:-

(i) We must weigh the political
strings attached;

(ii) We must measure the public
benefit gain for the Black
Community, and make compar-
isons with other methods of
giving "aid";

(iii) We must bear in mind that

homeland investment is bas-
ically political, operating
according to terms dictated
by the Industrial Developm-
ent Council and designs of
white domination.

Most of the objections some people
have expressed against Black Con-
sciousness are based on the absurd
presumption that Black Conscious-
ness is contradictory to the quest
for a non-racial society. We
thrashed this out long ago.And in
that we have been more honest than
those who criticise us in the pur-
suance of non-racist aims. But we

did not in the first place create
the racial context within which we
are being iorced to operate. Fur-
ther, those who are suspicious of
the connotations of Black Consci-
ousness should not seek to oppose
us outside the racial context
which is the existent reality in
this country.

It is easy for some to ignore this
reality round us; as easy as fly=-
ing in one's sleep. We must for-
ever be aware of the Southem
African variation of context in
the Black struggle for liberation.
The future is Black. There is no
doubting this. But we shall have
to decide who qualifies for Black

before the term has worm itself
out. Let us not underline our
common situation with our Black

American brothers to the level
where we seem to ignore our own
folks. This cannot be called true
identity. Let us take jazz for
illustration of this point. When
I am being judged I am not judged
by Gene Ammons or Sonny Stitt.I am
judged by Mankunku Ngoszi or Bamey
Rachabane. I am not judged by
Kenny Burrell or the late Mont-
gommery, I am judged by Phillip
Tabane or the late Cyril "Dembese"
Magubane. I won't be judged by
Idris Muhammad or Max Roach. 1I'll
be judged by Julian Bahula or
Lefifi Tladi.

We share a common philosophical
base with our Afro-American breth-
eren. BUT a method of operationis
not the same as the philosophical
base upon which it is modelled.
The method of operation if firmly
attached to its philosophical base
will be the strategy upon which
final victory can be gauged.



Once it was advisable to stress
the importance of psychogical
liberation. Until people started
asking, "Okay, I'm Black:- - What
abon:t it?"

On the other hand we should not
run the risk of making the need
for psychic liberation irrelevant
by ignoring the different aspects
of change.

to register solidarity, with our
brothers in Mosambique. At the
end of the score we conclude that
it is the forces of Black Con-
sciousness alone at this stage
that can help towards the bring-
ing about of true self-determina-
tion and national consciousness
This conclusion brings out the
essential characters of Black
Consciousness as being:-

With the fascists murder or our (1) A common identity based on
brothers, Mthuli ka Shesi and On- Black self-definition;
kgopotse Tiro many things changed.
Both these brothers were illust- (2) Re-orientation of perspect-
rious in the Black cause.Both died ives towards identification
through physical voilence. Both with the third world context
were non-violent individuals whose of struggle;
only crime was to speak out and
tell it like it is. Both suffered (3) Ability to communicate,within
brutal death. the identification process as
Blacks faced with a common
What does it mean to us? to our situation;
parents. To our brothers who do
not yet se¢ the way? What does it (4) Solidarity in action based on
spell for our children? t ru e assessment of methods
most effective towards Black
The prevailing wvoilence in white liberation.
methods of oppression was further
exemplified when the fascist sy-
stem set police dogs upon a peace- ‘.
ful "Frelimo Rally" whose aim was
SSeP

THE MOVEMENT IN RELATIUN TO THE BLACK COMMUNITY

by Black Student Leader

This paper sets out to review the
position of any movement borme -
in the Black commnity, with te
objective of being relevant to
the needs of the Black commun-
ity In terms of its role obl=-
igations. And, also, factors
which are conducive to it be-

ing accepted and supported by
the commnity, and thus its in-
sured, continued, existence.

First, it is important for usto
accept the fact that any mean-
ingful change in this country's
social, political and economic



situation, shall be brought about

by the proletariat - the peo=-
ple who really feel the pinch of
w hit e domination, exploitation
and oppression. T he y possess

the power to effect radical ch-
anges because they are at the base,
and thus shoulder the whole weight
of all social, economic and pol-
itical pyramids of this country.

The Black people of this country
are not only suffering from do-
minance by a foreign minority white
race, whose advent in this country
marked the beginning of an era of
persecution for black people, but
they suffer repression and explo-
itation from capitalism and the

various forms of imperialism. All
this militates against the communa-
listic basis of our society and our
beliefs in the fundamental dignity,
and equality of man. Thus our
struggle is not only a strugglet
get back our land; but it is alsoan
ideological one:- i.e. an attack
and elimination of capitalism and
imperialism and all social systems,
that promote exploitation and dehu-
manisation of Black people. Oursis
a struggle to restore our stolen
land and also, a struggle to -
store the dignity of man and our
traditional attitude towards man.
We quest for socialism and denounce
capitalism.

Our main task is to organise the
masses of our people into one

cohesive force to confront oppr-
ession. This will mean total id-
entification with the working-class.
And in the process will instil
self-reliance and national consc-
iousness. A will to stand up to
the enemy; to defend black values

and dignity. It is this mental,
physical and spiritual readiness,
that shall decide the day of recko-
ning with the forces of the nega-
tive darkness.

For a long time now we have been
expounding the philosophy of Black
Consciousness, Black solidarityetc.

The social, economic and political

situation of this country has been

analysed from various angles a
great deal. This subgect is danger-
ously bordering on being a pastime
for Black liberals and intellectual

exercise for the fast emerging
Black cultural activists. This
paper shall attempt at showing cer-
tain ways through which we canbring
the struggle from the table to the
people. This process of taking the
message to the people is not possi-

ble unless we first rid ourselves
of certain mesconceptions and atti-

tude towards ourselves and the
Black Community at large.

The Black intellectual finds him-
self alienated from the rest of

the Black community by his educa-
tional background, the attainment
of certain T"refined" manners.
Which is why most educated people
find it hard to communicate with
fellow Black people in a train,who
are uneducated. The educated per-
son, to escape this persistent em-
ptiness in his being,usually seeks
refuge in a copy of the "Daily
News",or a book. Thus the Black
intellectual finds himself saddled
with "message" he can only pass on
to another intellectual. The fru-
stration here is that the Black
intellectual is all the time aware
that the "message" should be tak-



en to the man in the street. The

"HOW' is the problem.

To <olve this problem of communic-
ation,the Black intellectual must
first review all the factors which
alienate him from the rest of the

Black community; sincerely and re-
alistically. He must radically al-
just himself to the community and
totally intergrate his whole pers-
onality to the acceptcd value-
norms,beliefs and prejudice of his
commnity, He must get off from
the high black pedestal from which
he addresses the commnity and get
to work with and among the people,
rather than pull them or drag be-
hind thl

Communication is a vital aspect of
the revolutionary process. For
communication to be meaningful and
healthy, there should prevail thr-
oughout the process a spirit of sh-
aring of ideas, rather than the
condescending-ascending mood. The
attitude of the Black leader is
thus very crucial. He must always
be aware that on "taking the mess-
age to the people", he is not tel-
ling them anything new-something
they neither know nor understand.
But he is merely articulating
their everyday feelings and aspir-
ation. He must allow, throughout
the process of communication, for
commnication to be two-way.We ha-
ve a lot to say to the masses as
we have analysed the problem, but
there is a world of things we have
to learm from our people. For in-
stance, our traditional culture,
our history, our past and everyday
experiences and perspection of the

.character.

situation. This would broaden our
whole outlook and approach towards
the problem at hand.

It is also very important in comm-
unication to take into account the
level of consciousness of the peo-
ple. The Black leader should guard
intimidating the people by ultra-
radical ideas. This is not to mean
that we should discard ideas on
the basis that they are radical,
but what is important here is how
that idea is presented. To get an
idea across one has to present it
in such a way that the person he
is communicating with shall be
able to understand it and relate
it to his situation and also en-
able him to interpret that idea
his own way in his situation,using
his own models. He must see that
idea as his own, so as to cherish
and defend it.

One other important aspect of com-
munication is the character of the
person himself. As a proponent of
Black liberation, Black dignity,
pride and consciousness of self,
the Black leader should totally
integrate with the people and
behave in accordance with the acc-
epted value-norms and culture of
the people. That is, "do what you
preach, and preach what you do."
The leader must always remember
that the people expect the imposs-
ible from him - they expect that
he be the symbol of their nation
in its most progressive and high-
est stage of development. By one’s
personality one can win the accep-
tance and support by the people,
ane can even preach through one's
An easy character is
conducive to fruitful communica-
tion whilst a repugnant one can



render the best of the ideas in-
effective.In rejecting the person,
people tend to reject his ideas
also and all that he stands for.
Bad morals of one member of an
organisation can seriously prejud-
ice and, in fact, damage the org-—
anisation he supports

We have stated earlier in this
paper that change in this country
shall be brought about by the op-
pressed masses. This means that

¥x

the Black intelligentsia should
get to the brass tacks and move
with and among the people. And
sections of our community have to
be mobilised and this requires
total commitment from all those

working for radical change. When-
ever one is, he must do what he
preaches and organise all those

around him. This is the only way
the struggle can be a struggle of

the people, for the people and by
the people.

BLACK CONSCIOUSNESS AND THE BLACK COMMUNITY
by Bhekie Langa
(official of the National Youth Organisation)

For those Black people in this
gountry,who wish to pursue certain
ambitions in life, there is always
a solid wall of repressive legis-
lation and other non-statutory
measures, that deny him the pros-
pect of realising his set goals.
There is a network of social, eco-
nomic and political pitfalls and
landmines spread all over his way
to check and ennumb Black creat-
ivity and development. As this is
aimed at keeping the Blackman
merely on the threshpld of manhood
and complete beingness,those being
essential requirements for keeping
him chained and doomed to white
serfdom. This is aimed at killing
the sense of self-reliance and
dignity in the Black community and
reduce resistance to manipulation
to a minimum,

This frustration is felt in almost
all levels of the Black experience,
The sphere of education, sports,
arts, science, religion, etc. are

heavily permeated with the formula
that is designed at keeping the
Black man,so to say,"at his place,
which is, of course, the bottom.
These savage slaughters on the
Blackmans' dignity and pride are
from day to day, month to month
and year to year recorded on his
mind. These are the realities that
threaten and influence his culture
for he has to order his reponses
to these forces in such a manner
that his sovereignty over them is
maintained. The Black man feels
the pinch and thus must do one of
three things - try and ignore the
pain by deluding himself one way
or the other; or rationalise over
the situation accrediting all his

miseries to the will of God and
accept his fate as his natural
heritage as a Black man; or, fin-

ally,he is going to confront what-
ever causes him the suffering and
thus reject oppression and white
domination.



The white man is> aware of the
three above-mentioned interpreta-
tions by the Blackman of his exis-
tential situation, for he is well

aware of the fact that his cont-
inued stay at the position he occ-
upies now, depends heavily on the
nature and level of consciousness
of the Black masses. Of the three
above-mentioned mental conditions,
the first two are his life assur-
ance and the third,most decidedly,
a cancer-like enemy. So to main-
tain his position of superiority
he has to arrange conditions such
that the third group of Black peo-
ple,those who contend his position
-~ diminishes, if not perish, At
this juncture it will be neces-
sary to look closely into the
three states of consciousness and
try and pinpoint certain factors
leading them, because a true und-
erstanding of them may solve this
mammoth problem facing the Black
Consciousness movement.

The first group comprises of peo-
ple who,are well aware of the sit-
uation anr no-one is not) but for
some reason or the other refuse to
involve themselves in the struggle,
They expect things to change some-
now but they cannot see themselves
participating actively in the pro=-
cess of changing things. This re-
giment of our community would like
to lead a life of total non-commit-
ment and non-involvement by reduc-
ing the more crucial issues in
life and the harder facts of real-
ity into a mere background to
their own self-centred pursuits.We
have said that these are peoplewho
are awvare of the situation and
this means that they have to just-
ify their non-involvement somehow
and, so to say, seek a scapegoat

10

Amongst this group you also find
people are ever postponing
their involvement in the struggle
for instance it is common to hear
people cautioning others who are
involved in the struggle to '"get
your degree first and then you can

stand on your head and shout as

much as you like". This is obvi=-
ously nonsense because as soon as
this person acquires his educa-
tional degree, there will be other
responsibilities in store for him
- for instance - getting married,
rearing a family, acquiring prop-
erty, getting a good job, etc. In
fact, there is no end to this list
which makes nonsense of postponing
commitment to the struggle. Liber-
ation is first priority and this
means at no stage of one's life,
should one subordinate it to any=-
thing, for oppression does not
affect you at a few specific-
stages of your existence but the
minute one is - formed. (That is,
for Black people) one is subject
to persecution and repression from
the forces of darkness. In this
group you also find the Black cul-
tural activists who anologise for
their non-~involvement by occasion-—
ally raising Black power fists,
wear dashiki's and talk "Black"
and revolutionary when they are
among people for the struggle. But
as soon as they put into action
their beliefs and preachings. They
are at a loss. It is important
that we note how the people in
this category are conscious of the
situation as it obtains in this
country, in spite of their non-
involvement. And their non-invol-
vement stems from a number of sub-
Jective and objective factors. The
nature of this country's laws and
the law of the law- enforcement



units prove too much for the weak,
The extent of the white domination

and oppression exercised in this-

country has very few equals throu-
ghout the history of mankind. This
causes those without a deep insig-
ht into the problem to conclude
that nothing can outdo the white
man. Those who lack direction,
conviction and faith may easily
recede into the background and
wait for a miracle to happen.

Now we come to the second group of
people those who have lost all
hope and have accepted their pre-
dicament as the will of God. This
is the most dangerous mental state
that one usually observes from the
elder section of the community.
Because of so many years of indoc-
trination and psychological terr-
orism meted out by the white power
structure a number of Black people
lose hope and start burying them-
selves even before they are dead.
Police intimidation, military
might and various other forms of
repression dissuade most people
from attempting anything towards
liberating themselves.
tion through the wide dissemina-

tion of propaganda and poisonous

education and failure t o put
things in their correct rspec—
tive, convince many a we Black
mind that nothing can be done
about the situation.

Then there is the third and last
group in our list. Those that
reject white domination and opp-
ression. In this group you find
people who believe in the princi-
pal of the fundamental equality of
man the right of every human
being regardless of race, colour
or creed for fullest participation

Indoctrina~

11

in society. Because of this strag
belief, and the assurance t hat
truth always thrives in the end,
commit themselves to the struggle
for the liberation of the Black
commnity. It is this reaction of
our commnity that is articulating

the ideology o f our oppressed
commnity. Ideology being a poin-
ter to the goals, aspirations, be-
liefs and ideas of a community.
This may be expressed explicitly
or implicity. But the truth is :
in every community there is always
an ideology. It is the militant
section of our community t hat
proposes solutions to the Black-
man's problems i n this country.
The -Black Consciousness movement
plays an important part in this
sphere. Black Consciousness a s

‘an illeology is not something floa-

in the minds of
but it comes from
the commnity, t h e people who
suffer. And it finds articulation
and refinement from progressive
students, y o u t h, intellectuals
and workers. The ideology itself
is shaped by t he problems and
frustrations of the people, their
goals, aspirations, beliefs an d
ideas. Hence, Black Consciousness
is thus an attitude of mind and a
way of life. Black consciousness
is integrative and solidarist in
intent; and thus it aims to unite
all Black people; on the basis of
common suffering, to j o i n the
struggle for liberation.

ting in the air
intellectuals;

What is the role of Black Conscio-
usness in the struggle for Black
liberation? We have sketched out
three segments of our Black Comm-
unity. The one that feels t hat
nothing can be done to alleviate
our suffering: the one that removes



itself from reality through self-
delusion and the third that pur-
ports to confront the problem. The
Blark Consciousness movement falls
into the third category and a s
Black consciousness is an integra-
tive and solidarist ideology, it
purports to permeate into, and en-
gulf the first two groups through
concientisation.

We have exposed the different seg-
ments of our oppressed community
in terms of level of consciousness
We have also seen how these ar e
contributive to the present state
0. eventss:the pace of our struggle
This leads one into concluding
that if our struggle has to pro=-
gress it has to be a struggle of
the people and not of a small vane
guard. For we will never achieve
total liberation if only a small
segment of our community support
the struggle, and the majority sit
back and watch. To achieve our
goal: a true democratic society,
based on the acceptance of the pr-
inciple of the fundamental equali-
ty of man, where each and every

individual will enjoy the fruits,
of justice and social security, we
will have to mobilise the efforts
of the whole of our community.
This means that top priority=-
should be given at radically rais—
ing the level of political consci=-
ousness of the oppressed masses.We
must be clear, though, about the
content of our work and the method
which we have to employ in the pr-
ocess of politicising the masses,
Black Consciousness is not an al-
ien ideology that needs to be fore
ced on the people, but it is bome
out of the existential situation
of the Black man oppressed in his
own land of Dbirth. This means
that the people have got the ideas
latent in them and our main duty
is invoking the latent ideas and
also instil confidence in the
people by showing possibilities
and direction. This is how we
could show the people the power
they are not aware that they
have. Political Consciousness is
Power Consciousness.

(J1] ]
LETTERSHNNENE N NS ——

Dear Editor,

At least white chauvinism has fin-
alised its decree on the fate of
the Federal Theological Seminary.
All along we' were aware of the
fundamental tension that would
lead to the closing down of Fedsem.

We were aware of the administrati-
ve conflicts, of the incompatibil-
ities between the official white
world-view and the Black identity
that was fast growing through Hack
Theology, of the inherent contr-
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adictions in the development of
Black Consciousness and the State
reaction to this new awareness.

However, one did not expect such
sharp reaction from the Chief Mine
ister of the Transkei against Fed-
sem students who have a right of
protest against Separation, whe-
ther it be in the Ciskei or the
Transkei or Kwa=Zulu.



If Black students cannot be allow-
ed to freely play their role as
students then they have a right to
demand that right by appealing to
the mass of Black people.

We can demand the right to have a
say in the history of our past and
present. We have the human right
to choose what we must leam or
accept as national truth. We have
the right to decide together with
the will of the people what must
be done with the present scheme of

thing!.

Those who consider Black students
to be trouble-makers are themsel-
ves trouble causers against the
Black struggle.What right do they,
as fellow Black people, have to
want to do the system's job?

I understand Black Consciousness
to include conscious awareness of

the third world reality prevailing

in the Black Commumity. That is
vhy I am for commmalism. And be-
cause of this we shall forever fi-
ght for the widening of our sense
of identity. If we are against the
Bantustan collaborators,I take it,
it is not just for their false
cultural values. It is for some-
thing worse than that. I am again-
st the Bantustan leadership for
what it stands for in the

life of

Blacks; and the reactionary role
they play against the Black peo-

- ples' struggle for liberation.

The 'false prophets'who are satis-
fied with bundu freedom have gone
against Black Consciousness we
have said we are against racism,
that we do not want white commerc-
ialism and its false consumer ethi-
cs, that we say "to Hell" with in-
stitutionalized poverty, that we
cannot stand anymore state imposed
unemployment, that there has been
enough of organised acts of voil-
ence against _Blacks and that we
say "shit to white chauvinist cul-
ture”.

Students or intellectuals every-
vhere have reason to say certain
things. It is for those in author-
ity to look into them with objec-
tive concern. To threaten stud-
ents and educationists, even reli-
gious leaders, is not of democratc
spirit.

For the Chief Minister to make an
apologetic gesture in support of
"apartheid" has hastened the pro-
cess leading to the peoples' real-
isation of this gross illusion
which can no more be justified by
persons of principle.

Pati Nszimande.
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In 1943 the political situation
of South Africa's Blacks was in
one of its most critical moods.It
was becoming obvious that the dem-
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ocracies were on the threshold of
victory against fascism. The col-
onial peoples who had contributed
largely to the defeat of the Axis



- Powers were demanding self dete-
rmination.

But here in South Africa the "her-
envolk™ made it clear that Blacks
were tc remain without rights.

Blacks came together over this is-
sue, And the result was the All-
African Convention.

In 1972 Blacks again came together
and formed the Black People's Con=-

vention,

¥hen then the Black Renaissance
Convention of December, 1074 made
resolutions on the Black man's si-
tuation, it was largelv a repetit-
ion of the two previous conventims
which were spanned by the Freedom
Charter.

The only outstanding resolution of
the Black Renaissance Convention
is the one that gave Black Workers
those who produce the wealth of
this country, deep consideration.
It is on this resolution that we
shall have to base our immediate
engagements in the quest for Black

liberation. For is it" not time
those who labour were brought into
the mainstream of the Black
struggle?

The B.R.B. Resolution went thus:

This Convention noting that:

(1) the great majority of Black
people are workers

(2) besides being discriminated
against the workers also suf-
fer the most blatant forms of
exploitation

(3) the wages that workers rec-

eive are far below the bread-
line and they are therefore -
frustrated in the attempt to
use their bargaining power,

Therefore resolves that:

(a) t he Government immediately
recognige African Trade Un-
ions;

(b) that there is need for work-

e r s to organise themselves

into trade unions free from

Government interference.

Thas soul brother was more than
correct when he said, "We look
around in the world today, and we
look around at home right now and
we see that oppression exists.
We know that the workers are exple
oited, and that most of the people
in this country are exploited, in
one way or another. We know that
as a pcople, we must seize our
time,"

09000000 00000000

The Frelimo Eallx= Arrests, Trial:

Let us think back to the 60's am
remember representative Black org-
anisations such as the Pan African
Congress and the African National -
Congress through which Black
people exPressed legally their
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opposition to the ideology of apa-

rtheid. These organisations, so

relevant to the aspirations of the

Blacks, were ruthlessly dismantled

:;fhrt being finally banned outii-
t.



Lt is now going on to eight months
since the initial group of leaders
and supporters of the Black Consc-
iousness Movement were arrested,
and detained on the 25th September

1974 - and thereafter, after 'a
proposed "Frelimo Rally" at Curr-
ies Fountain, Durban. Various,

"Frelimo" Rallies were to have been
staged at different centres thro-
ughout the country by the protago-
nists of the Black Consciousness
Movement, the major representa~
tives of which are organisations
such as Saso, Bcp, Bpc, Bawmu and
Tecon. The State has led many ca-
ses against members of these orga-
nisations, succeeding with convi-
ctions sometimes but failing dism-
ally in many instances. Moreover,
many leaders and supporters have
been forced to flee across the co-
untry’'s borders to increase the
already swelling ranks of exiles
from this country.

To date since September, 1974
about 40-50 adherents of the Black
consciousness Movement have been
held, or are still being held, in-
commmnicado initially under the
Riotious Assemblies Act of 1956
under the Sections of the Terror
ism Act of 1967.

We would not like t o comment on
the paranocia so obviously mani-
fested in the charges and t h e
history of the different acts.

There is only one conclusion that
Black people can draw from this
reckless display of force over
what was after all, simply a prop-
osed declaration of solidarity,
with the people of Mogzambique a t
the attainment of their b a s i c
human. rights.... viz, that despite
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declarations to the countrary, the
South African Govermment and its
supporters fear an d detest the
changing patterm of events going
on throughout Africa.

Before t h e Black Consciousness
Movement organisations came into
the scene there had been for some
time a luil in the vocal activity
in the Black Movement. This was
understandable in the light of the
crushing attack on the Black lead-
ership by the racist power struc-
ture. However, the Black Movement
was working quietiy. Our forces
and manpower werc regrouped, our
strategies re-~defined and the nec-
essary renovations being initiated
to revive t h e vibrance and the
fearless-ness of the Black voice.
In this manner, the foundations of
the Movement were secured with
optimum success.

venerally, the Black Consciousness
organisations recognise the deten-
tions and arrests for what they
really are: an attempt to crush
totally the Black Consciousness
Movement and thereby a n y Black
opposition whatsoever to the tota-
litarian state of affairs in this
country.

In the face of this totalitarian
drive by the State there has been
wide reaction against the "Frelimo
Rally"™ arrests and solitary confi-
nements. There has been a petition
from Black women. There has been
appeal from members and leaders of
Government—created institutions
CRC, SAIC, Bantustans. There have
been picket protests. There have
been appeals from a broad cross-
section of churches. There has



oeen wide and sometimes sympathe-
tic coverage given to the deten-
tions and arrests b y the Press,

There has been International reac=
tion in the form of declarations
and demonstrations of solidarity
and support for the detainees, the
accused and their representative
Black organisations, abroad.

Yfet a Terrorism Trial h a s been
going on since 31st January, 1975.
\ny person accused under the prov-
isions of the Terrorism Act (No 83
>f 1967) has to prove that h i s
intention was not to commit terro-
rism. The Act carries a statury
minimum sentence of five years to
the maximum sentence of life impr-
isonment or a death penalty.

What do we see behind the facade?
Apartheid as rampant as ever, in
all its manifestations. Blacks
continue to be discriminated agai-
nst. The charges against the thir-
teen accused under the Terrorism
Act face any Black who refuses to
be oppressed - who refuses to have
this human dignity trampled on.
The thirteen accused for offences
under the Terrorism Act are t h e
scapegoats chosen by the system.
These scapegoats of the atrocious
system are: "Saths" Cooper (Bpc)
Justice Lindane Myesa (Saso), Mosi
oua Patrick Eekota(Saso), Nchaupe
Aubrey Mokoape(Bpc), Nkwenkwe Vine
cent Nkomo(Bpc), Pandelani Nefolo-
vhodwe(Saso), Gilbert Kaborane Se-
dibe (Bpc), Rubin Hare(Saso), Str-
inivasa Moodley(Saso), Sadecque
Variava(Pet), Zithulele Cindi(Bpc)

Ahmed "Solly" Ismail (Bpc), Siv-
lingam Moodley (Tecon).
Let us not forget all thosé still
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being held in confinement,
fate has not come to light.

whose

It would seem that the odds ar e
all a-gmst USsese=« Dut are thﬂj"?
In the face of all this intimida-
tion and harassment what do we do?

Perhaps w e can take a clue from
the accused themselvesS.,...... and
from those people who were rele-
ased lately. Far from being broken
people, they came out o f their
cells literally bursting over with
resistance. And herein lies our
answer: resistance.

We are a l1l seeking a solution.
Even those working within the sys-
tem claim they are seeking a solu-
tion. Let those who take lightly
the Black students effort take-
note. We mean those who point out
"infantilism", those who talk of
"youth adventurism", those w h o
chide about "students" irration-
ality", those who seek out "commu-
nistic influence”. They live with
us. And we live amongst them.

The rallies were merely t o call
u pon Black people to share and
join with Frelimo in celebrating
thei: well-eame~ freedom. There
was nothing unaernand about, nor
was there any ulterior aotive for
having the planned rallies.Surely,
if whites in this country could
publicly demonsteate their support
for the terrorist "Movement for
Free Mozambique (MFM)" without any
interference from the State, what
was wrong with Blacks supporting
FRELIMO?

Definitely there must be a solut-
ion. There must be a solution to
wvhite arbitrary thinking. But what
if we get up one day to find that



the struggle for this solution has
outgrown the traditional forms?
The future of our present shall
have absolved all those who stood
up for the truth..This time, those

who face police harassment, arre-
sts, solitary confinement,bannings
and house-arrests. Those in Robben

Island. Those in exile. Those who
have died standing up for the
truth.
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POWER _IN CONSCIOUSNESS AND CONSCIOUSNESS OF POWER

Many persons who claim to be know-
ing what Black Consciousness i s
all about have recently come out
with rather conflicting statements
on what they maintain is the dif=
ference between Black Conscious—
ness and Black Power,

The recent CRC elections const-
antly brought this conflict into
focus, especially amongst t h e
Labour Party candidates. We are
talking of those Labour Party can-
didates who said they d o accept
Black Consciousness as a 1if e
philosophy. Do we have to go back
and make explanation or apology on
behalf of the quest for Black Con-
sciousness, when t h e prevalent
socio—economic situation o f the
Black Community can offer enough
to satisfy the doubting Thomasses?

We who uphold and want to promote
Black Consciousness principles
have firm opinion of what things
we appreciate; and also of what
things we reject.

We appreciate the need for Blacks
acquiring their o wn identity
against the forces of white domin-
ation. We appreciate,as students -
education that is geared for libe-
ration. We appreciate social prog-
ress in the Black Community.

We re
er

ect poverty, lack of prop-
Ev‘luamg, poor health :rvices,
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illiteracy. We definitely reject
education that makes us sophisti-
cated slaves. Many of t he CRC
candidates of t h e Labour Party
have said they are for Black Consw
ciousness, but they are against
any form of Black Power. What do
they mean by this?

Without having to think for them
we are going to have to point out
here that you cannot be for Black
Consciousness and at the same time
not be for the "Power! necess

to u m your Gunacmume—uh—.ﬁ
the same manner n o "Power" can
come from the Blacks without them
having the much needed Solidarity
that has to be stimulated through
Black Consciousness."Power" there-
fore, comes in when your rejection
of white terms o f reference is
followed by suggestions of new and
more viable Black terms of refer-
ence. When you push your awareness
beyond t h e mere acceptance o
existent but suppressed Black te-
rms of reference. Most of usknow
we must redirect our commitments
in terms o sed priorities in
a fast changing reality. But we do
not seem to know exactly where or
how.

Revising our priorities will incle
ude, of necessity, a re-evaluation
of our terms of reference. Before
we can even weigh the commitment



possibilities within o u r Black
frame of reference.

Then it can rightfully be stated
thal consciousness has assumed the
character of power under the foll-
owing conditions:=

(1) when consciousness moves
beyond Blackness, into
the social and political
duties of Blacks;

when consciousness moves
into permanent challenge
against white political
morality and capitalist
norms of life;

(2)

when consciousness goes
beyond Black discourse to
Black brotherhood and

Black Solidarity-in-Action;

when consciousness embr-
aces resolutions for sol-
idarity-in-Action within
the permanent challenge.

(3)

(4)

Those w h o choose to draw lines
between Consciousness and Power do
so for the simple reason that they
have one foot in blackness and the
other f o 0o t in the politics of
white domination., No amount of
cajoling with words i s going to
hide the historic truth that Black
Consciousness h a s, within the
racist socio-political set-up,
become a historical force. It is
the fear of Black Consciousness as
a historical force t has led to
the arrests annings of Black
students, But no amount of intim-
idation is going to deter us from
enhancing the historic truth.

Power to the Peoplell

Guur!ge

If loyalty gives courage

Then belief goes beyond loyalty;

Like believing in your people
and things natural,

is where the spirit of humanity
lives on Courage.

The earth and the sky
never meet;

Because the sky is

What lets us see the world
go round.

But the current of the sea

does meet the current of the sky;

In storm and thunder,

Then the oceans flood.

In my journey through the
broad streets

Of Durban's Grey Street-Complex

I see many an acid-belly face

of the moming-after;

Then there's a hangover,

What I wish to see still

is a hangover from the

mass rallies of the nineteen six-
ties.

The current that should
flash, flush, rush

is the current of change,

Change. Against the deceiving
comfort

of Castle beer, Wimpy Bars and
Kentucky Chicken,

Me Pascal Cwala

0



A remainder: that project s.cccses

Saso Projects though apparently at
low ebb, have not been closed ....
Saso has not dropped its aims in
wanting to offer help where there
is need for it and t o stimulate
basic self-reliance in the Black
commnity and amongst students.

Saso still has intentions on
the Free University Scheme
to boost Black adult
education.

Saso still wishes to establish
the Black Educational Adva-
ncement Trust Fund to help
students from post-primary
to university level.

Saso still aims to promote
literacy through the Home
Education Scheme to stim-
ulate Black literacy
skills.

Saso still finds need for the
continuation of the Self
Help Projects to encour-
age self-reliance amongst

our peoplel

Do not lose hope, Black student.
Your hand is still needed. Take to
the task. We shall overcomel

ANOTHER POEM

into the dark

a ghetto sundown

south africa coughs dust

into the streets of alexandra

cough with a smell of blood

blood stained from whitepolicy
murders
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at langa
sharpeville
nyanga
carletonville
i wait for the dark
embrace the shadows
guerilla into the darkmess of hope
confer with the nightfall
for the dark hastens positively,
the dark
wvhere the futile
but very big efforts
to keep the city white
by night
have shown the city lights
to be very scared by night
i confer with this dark
the dark tunnel to liberation
wvhere no pet dogs enjoy a bark

M. PASCAL GWALA

&S

Whereby the Senate asked Batiatus,

"Were there no signs of conspiracy
discontent, plotting?"
"There were none," he insisted.

"And when you executed the African
- mind you, we consider your
action quite proper - was there
no protest 7 "

"None"

"We are particularly interested in
whether any sort of outside help,
foreign provocation of any sort
could have entered into t hi s
matter 7 W

"It is impossible,” said Batiatus.

"And there was no outside help or
funds provided for the triumvi-
rate of Spartacus, Gamicus and’
Crixus?"

Spartacus" - Novel by Howard

Fast.
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Perhaps Chief Gatsha Butheleszi
ought to be congratulated f o r
having pointed out recently that
there is little point in the Prime
Minister, Mr. B,J.Vorster, desi=-
ring peace in the northern bor-
ders of Zimbabwe whilst at home,

within our own borders, the situ-
ation can hardly b e considered
peaceful.

This is not the manner in which
the Kwa-Zulu leader expressed his
views. But we have the right to
make interpretation of his remarks
regarding change. And for this we
learn that he has been reprimanded
for no t co-operating with the
Prime Minister's efforts.

What does detente hold in view of
the present conditions:

We have observed h o w Zambia's
President Kaunda has been singled
out as a Christian and a man - with
qualities of a statesman. On the
other hand President Nyerere, the
man who engineered "Ujamaa" for
Tanzania's masses has heen critic-
izged for taking a radical stand in
the "Rhodesia Talks".

For the Zambian leader we can say
that, whilst appreciating his dip-
lomatic moves, we can however,
point out that he has no choice
but to be a peaceful negotiator.
The geography of his country and
the economic effects of sanctions,
against the Smith regime ought to
be considered. Also the possible
instability that would result in a
Zambia that is not yet free from
tribal factionalism and the grip
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of imperialist investment-parti-
cularly the influence of t he
Lonhro group, makes it necessary
for him to play a moderate role.

If Zambia chooses to stand in the
imperialist camp in these detente
moves then we ought to voice con-
cern over a Black state wanting to
sell the aspirations of t he
people's o f Zimbabwe. Moreso,
since the struggle in Zimbabwe has
now crystallised and only the hand
ing over the power to the rightful
people can now stop the fighting.
For it is not true that in every-
struggle the basic question is
that of state power?

Cuerilla warfare is not only the
military method o f obtaining
change. I t i s a political,

economic and social movement a s
well. This we can leam from the
Frelimo example. Gueirilla warfare
in Zimbabwe has, likewise, not -
replaced mass actions within the
country or the peace initiatives
of leaders s u ¢ h as the Bishop
Muzorewa. Without isolating them-
selves from the urban Blacks those
engaged in armed struggle have,
with their stimulation of resis-
tance in the rural areas, combined
the intermal and external efforts
to effect change.

The leadership in Zimbabwe is not
a paid bureaucratized leadership
as is the case with the Separatist

leaders that we have here. This
the Prime Minister, Mr.B,J. Vor-
ster is very much aware of. He is

also conscious of the fact that
the Frelimo takeover has generated



a force against which Afrikanerdom
remains vulnerable, if not impo-
tent. Faced with a fast changing
reality the South African economy
is not developing, as we are
stantly being led to believe. Un-
employment is rising at an unpre-
cedented rate, resulting in the
worsening of general living stan-
dards. Manufacturing is at a very
low ebb. There are disturbances on
the mines. Whilst life has not im-
proved for those living in the so-
called homelands. And in the -
finance sector we have had a major
bank such as t h e Westem Bank
being taken over by the Barclays
National Bank.

In the intermational field the
Arabs have their secret weapon
that is no more a secret: oil. If
Mr. Vorster were to make a false
move now, either in Zimbabwe or
Mozambique he would start a chain
reaction that would mess up the
capitalist world. In the same man-
ner that Holland was forced into
conceding to Arab pressure after
having sided with Israel over te
Middle East Crisis.

If there is any other reason for
which the 1liberal proprietorial
which can call the Prime Minister
an able statesman it is for his
awareness of South Africa's vulne-
rable position within the new sit-
uation. The tree prefers calm. The
wind is not subsiding. Winds of
changel

con=—

And where do the "homeland'leaders
come into this? The historic mom -
ent is one that calls for great
test on them. Yes, they do criti-
cise the existing government poli-
cies and social inequality between
white and Black. But they do not
explain the System and its under-
tones within the context o f the
Black man's struggle for national
liberation.This is why they cannot,
and shall not within the forese-
able future, master the problems
that come into their way. The
issue, which only yesterday w a s
being seen as a problem, can now
be simplified: when a tooth has
reached decay it must be extracted
Before the issue reaches crisis
point.

This the separatist leaders fail
to face up to. They ignore t h e
truth that our human rights cannot
at any stage be above the existing
socio—economic structure; and that
our social progress and cultural
stability will always b e condi-
tioned by this factor.

Against this reality detente can
be seen as an essential part o f
negotiation, a concomitant of dia-
logue, whereby those favouring the
status quo can be able to buy time
The preconceived notions of t h e
African and his adjustment pat-
tems are now being centred on the
Gatshas! and the Kaundas' f o r
reasons of counter-strategy.

g



PROUD FLESH:
WHAT THE PHILOSOPHERS SAY

What the philosophers have said is
what man through the a g e s has
deemed fit to say. Because philos-
ophy i s nothing but the synthe-
sizged knowledge of man.

"Why seek soothing words, when
any test would prove the words,
false? (Sophocles,)

"Man is naturally good, and
only by institutions is he made
bad." (Rousseau.)

"It is for Black people for
Soul people to realise the
revolutionary potential in
their way of life, for soul
means wholeness and energy and
healing." (Stephen Hendersen.)

"The use of force is but
temporary. It may subdue for a
moment, but it does not remove

the necessity of subduing again.
And a nation is not govermed

which perpetually has to be
conquered." (Edmund Burke.)

"Justice is a tool of the
strong to be used as the strong
desire." (Cisero.)

"To drive away a wolf the
hunter must have a rifle in his
hand." (Latin American saying.)

"There are no foxes that are
honest and no tigers which do
not eat human flesh". (Burmese

saying.)
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"You can never get meat from a
tiger's mouth"(Korean Proverb.)

"There are three realities
inextricably woven together in
the Westem fabric. They are
religion, tradition and imper-

ialism; and in none of these
have the Black men been taken
into account.(James Baldwin)

"The idea of white supremacy
is the very warp and wolf of
the heritage of the West."
(James Baldwin)

"The events in the Congo Viet-
nam, Malaya, Korea are taking
place all for the same reason.
The commotion, the violence,
the struggles in all these
areas and many more spring from
one source, the evil and malign,
possessive and greedy Europeans.
Their abstract theories, deve-
loped over centuries of long
usage, concerming economics and
sociology take the form that
they do because they sufier
under the mistaken belief that
a man can secure himself in
this insecure world by owner-
ship of great personal, private
wealth." (Ceorge Jackson.)



THINGS HAPPENING

ings Ha ings.to Black

Conscientious Ob j ection:

In the face of the current drive
for the recruiting o f Blacks as
soldiers in the South African Army
it i s worth mentioning out that
t h e Hammanskraal Resolution on
Conscientious Objection applies to
Blacks as well.

The system is bidding for mo r e
powers of repression. The news-
papers show this clearly. The att-

empts being made to set up Vigil-
ante Committees in the Black Comm-

unity tell us.

What business have Blacks to fight
an unjust war that i s aimed at
perpetuating our enslavement?

Funds and Fnrtiﬂ Investments:

A Poser:

Further sums of 'aid funds! have
been advanced by the Trade Union
Congress to t h e Institute for
Industrial Education (IIE) and the

Urban Training Project. The IIE
gets a further R3 000; and t h e

Urban Training Project gets R1 76Q

Since, to us, these bodies are not
working for the true interests of
Black workers,one wonders what the
chief designs of the TUC are. Or
is it their none-awareness of the
true situation?

The IIE is a weak-imeed liberal
anti-Black pseudo research insti-
tute. It now plays the part of
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policy maker for the white run un-
ions centred a t Durban's Bolton
Hall. The Urban Training Project
hardly deserves mention: is this
what Oppenheimer meant b y Trade
unions for Black workers?

If these overseas aid givers cont-
inue to ignore Black Objections to
opinionised channelling, then we
shall have to re-—examine the TUC's
concern witH Black workers.

Who'!s Pu].lE' g Whose Legs?

It is in the news. Finance, Bantu-
stan style. It has been reportea,
that apart from common shares ow—
ned by the various Bantustan Gove-
mments, 30% of all the shares in

the African South African Bank,are
to be owned by t h e industrial
sector.

It is even doubtful that the indu-
strialists hold only 30%; since
they as investors with 'homeland'
governments will be able gradually
to gain substantial control. The
African "control! being merely,
nominal.

Neo—=colonialism? Don't look far.

Multinationals that aren't
national.

Everybody's talking. Everybody's
talking soccer. In the ghetto,that



is. What we ought to bring out of
our brothers though is their real-
1gation that there is nothing 'na-
tional'! about these'multinational’
tournaments in soccer, athletics,
cricket, boxing.

To our witness this is all white=-
talk. This is tribal sport;window-
dressed so as t o keep apartheid
South Africa in intemational spo-
rt. No wonder the Indian Govern-—
ment could not be fooled by some
collaborators who flew all the way
to Calcutta to take the world for
@ ride. To put our picture strai-
ght their's was the ride. There
and back without a single match.

What Politics?

Qur policy rejects it. The whole
world abhors it. Reality is in bi-
tter struggle against it. T h i s
policy of separate political plat-
forms.

Mockery made by the apartheid sys-
tem on us was once more depicted
when the Federal Party leader in
Hltll’ Mr. E-G. Swales said that
Coloured leaders should not reject
"the privileges and concessions
that are altermately coming " to
the Coloured people (Natal Mercury
2/1/75). He further stated that

Indians and Africans have their
own leaders to fight for them.

"You don't hear African wvoices,
backing our fight". A blessing
that there is still a BPC and a
Saso to refut~ these claims,

Does the CRC really fight for
Black rights? The Labour Party,
would not have boycotted the CRC
sessions and the Vorster talks if
Mr. Swales' remarks were true. We
the Black oppressed of this coun-

try d o not need monkey politics
and any "mon k e y parliament-
arianism".

CXD

THE BURDEN OF COMPROMISE

The initial decision of the Afri-
can, Coloured and Indian leaders
to accept the political dispensa-
tion whereby the Black Community,
was divided into nearly a dosen
different "nations" appears now
more clearly than ever before as a
gross error of judgement. High
hopes were then expressed of using
the governments machinery to test
the honesty of this govermment in
carrying out their programme of
Separate Development to its logi-
¢al conclusion, viz: the granting
of self-determination to Blacks.
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There can be no doubt to a think-
ing person that a policy formulat-
ed within the white society can
only be expected to serve the int-
erests of that society. It does
not seem reasonable then to imag-
ine that this govermment, equip-
ped as they are with all the re-
sources to make and to change laws
to plan and to manipulate the des-
tiny of others, can create a syst-
em that will destroy them.

The idea o f wusing the platforms
that have been created by the gov-



emment to articulate the aspira-
tions of the Black people, as has
been claimed by these system -
created leaders, has a familiar
ring. We have heard it all before.
In 1935 African intellectuals were
using the very same arguments to
defend their participation in the
Native Representative Council in
the face of repeated counsels aga-
inst that humiliating compromise.

Twelve years ago now the first
Bantustan experiment w a s given
form. The common belief a t the
time of its inception was that the
Transkein experiment as a whole
has not really been imposed by Pr—
etoria but was a development and
an improvement of an older though
cruder system of self-rule (The
Transkeian Territorial Authority
or the Bunga as it was commonly
called)in which the chiefs as the
traditional leaders of the people
were already playing the leading
part; yet who can deny the fact
that as long ago as 1860 already
Theophilus Shepstone had relegated
Natal chiefs to nothing more than
administrative puppets and that,
the Bantu Authorities Act which
obviously owed much to the Shepst-
onian system of administration fi-
nally sealed the fate of chiefs in
the Black commnity? Nobody can
pretend that they have now the
same authority an d power that
their forbears had over their sub-
jects. So that t o argue that
chiefs are in positions of leader-
ship now as they were in the "Bun-
ga" system is as good as to s ay
that Pretoria's power is unchall-
enged. Whatever the real truth as
to the actual author of the Trans-—
keian experiment there is no deny-
ing the fact that it was formulat-
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ed and planned in Pretoria.

Now the Transkei without any cla-
ims to economic viability an d
real political sovereignty i s
laden with so many negative pow-
ers over her "citizens" (Proclama-
tion R.400, bannings without trial,
the hegemony of chiefs in its pol-
itical structure etc.) that any
hopes o f political freedom have
become a mere illusion.

Much has been said about the lack
o f appreciation of the role that
has been played by some o f the
Bantustan leaders in laying t h e
ground-work for detente with the
rest of Africa. The very efforts
at establishing detente, in fact,
seem geared at securing what is in
the interests of the white minor-
ity in this country, who,realising
the anomaly of their position in
an African continent that has lar-
gely dispensed with the racism of
Africa’s former colonial master,
have found it expedient t o make
some efforts at establishing clos-
er ties and understanding with the
rest of Africa. South Africa knows
only too well that the political
character of the rest of Southemrn
Africa is changing so rapidly be-
fore their eyes that she remains
the last bulwark of white minority
-rule in the Continent. Scores of

African leaders have unequicocally
stated their disenchantment with
"detente". The oddity of this sit-
uation, moreover, is shown by the
fact that whilst the detente init-
liatives are going on South Afri-
ca's military budget for this year
alone has reached the alarming fi-
gure of ROB0 million; which puts
SeA, within the military-spending
bracket of European countries. The



only conclusion that one can come
to is that S.A. is merely trying
to buy time with the detente moves

Mr. Vorster, moreover, has clearly
indicated that Black Africa must
accept S,A, on her own terms. No
attempts will be made t o effect
significant changes in her domes-
tic policy. The changes that have
been effected in the past six mon-
ths which have been hailed as ind-
ications of more chang:s to come
by the liberal sector of the white
commnity have been so superficial
that they can in fact be regarded,
as non-=changes.

It is therefore, in passing, strange
that any leader in the Black comm-
unity would want to claim credit
for having laid the formulations
for the operation of detente. This
detente has y e t to be shown to
have benefited t h e oppressed
Blacks.

At another levcl the Coloured Lab-
our Party has equally compromised.
Their leader's recent promises of
loyalty to White South Africa are

rather inconsistent with the stand
that the Labour Party has taken in
the past. They got their majority
in the C. Re Cq¢ on the basis of
their promise to do away with the
Ce Re Co if elected. Now they are
not fully participating in it lLut
seem ready also to discard even
the lip-service they used to pay
to Blackness. Now, according to
their leader, they are a Brown
people and form a separate entity
from the rest of the Black commun-
ity and have now come to recognise
their close affinity to the white
culture and civiliszation.
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Even people who strongly held the
charitable view that the Indian,
Brown and Bantustan leaders were
evolving some kind of strategy
must now be ready to e a t their
words.

The Bantustan leaders following
their gradualistic approach made
dramatic claims for more land not
so long ago. Now that they have -
been given the 1little that they
asked for one can well ask whether
the whole exercise was worth
anything.

History has the queer habit of re-
peating itself and life takes its
revenge on those w h o wilfully
forget the lessons of history.

—
— —

ARTS & LETTERS: REVIEWS:

BEING BLACK in the WORLD
h}' N.C. Hﬂ.ﬂ.gﬂﬂ}'i

Published by : RAVAN PRESS

Dr. Manganyi does no*t blah-blah
about Black Consciousness, He br-
ings it up to our immediate exper-
ience., His essays set to point out
to us that, as natural prerequi-
site against divide and rule - and
inferiority tags, Black Conscious-
ness is nothing but "a historical
necessity". Working on the premise
that Black Consciousness is time-
bound, a transient force, the aut-
hor goes on to show how Black Con-
sciousness in "its expression of
the present it is first o f all
mutual knowledge about its hist-



oricity". And, further, that its
concomitant, solidarity," amounts
to a recognition and the desire to
re-establish community feelings."

"Solidarity amongst other things
means that we as a people have to
share. This is the basic philoso-
phy of communalism.

What keeps Black Consciousness and
solidarity in close attachment?
Dr. Manganyi is aware of this pos-
sible question. His answer is that,
"one has to be thinking of a con-
sciousness that leads to action".
This way one's awareness does not
become static; but becomes creat-
ive. Therefore "the creative pot-
ential of black South Africans
will b e measured against their
action potential."

The author i s deeply concerned
with the experience of being black
in a white dominated society, "The
distance between blacks and whites
is real. There is a black mood of
being in-the-world. The relation
between blacks and whites, though
inescapable, is of a categorial
nature; i t is in the nature of
stereotyping ("us" and "them") .
Since these conclusions are true,
diaiogue between these two groups
will remain superficial for a long
time. This is understandable be-
cause there will always b e two
frames of reference (two existent-
ial experiences) with regard to
any important issue which arises."

The book probes against the false

assesment of the forces which con-
dition t h e outlook of those
who hold suspicions against Black
Consciousness. The author gives
Black Consciousness a socio=hist-
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orical validity. He points out the
impending doom of the West."Now in
the '"70s Africa is going through
its Renaissance = its own contrib—
ution to world humanism. This de-
velopment is of the utmost import-
ance since it is becoming increas-
ingly clear that Westerm civilisa-
tion has gone into a veritable cr-
isis.The civilisations of the West
are now approximating the cancero-
us decline stage of the Roman Em-
pire."

There i s clear understanding by
the author of t he symbols,
pseudo=philosophical arguments,po=-
litical gestures through | which
the racist white society sustains
itself. Dr. Manganyi separates
myth from reality. The essay on
"African Time" could easily be de-
veloped into a book.

The book does have i t s flaw
though.Dr. Manganyi does not suc-
ceed in bringing to us the cut di-
fference between Negritude an d
Black Consciousness. Indeed very
few writers a n d Black thinkers
have managed to put Black Consc-
iousness into i t s own socio-
historic context, as differentiat=-
ed f rom Negritude. Since this
would help u s have insight into
the levels of Negritude and into
how some protagonists of Negritude
have become apologists of the west.

This book should be read by every-
one concerned with the future dir-
ectives of Black Consciousness and
the very much desired consistency
in national consciousness.

- 000 =

MAFIKA P, GWALA



THE PARK AND OTHER STORIES

By Jnles Matthews

Published by B L A C Publishing
House, Athlone 1974.

Obtainable at R1,00 per copy.

T he stories in this collection
have a basic character. They are a
depiction of th~2 simple lives of
Blacks. Blacks are made faceless

by the social system whose pres-
sure they cannot escape, but cau

only fight.

A young man is drugged by the soo-
thing music of his portable radio
Someone is confronted by cops who
suspect he is carrying banned lit-
erature. Until this victim of cop
suspicion is forced to bring back
to his mind what he once read from
a book: that "The law is an ass [V
This is just another incident i n

the life of a black man South
Africa.

in

In one short story, “Bahy;'That's
The Way It Isl" two young men are
arrested for public indecency. In
their police cell-group a youth is
arrested for arguing with a police
man in defence of Black children
selling fruit on a pavement.

Protest is closed to t h e South
African Black. Because this voung
man's argument lands him behind
bars. It is this embittered young
man who urges one of those arrest-
ed - Jonas, a local "rough", to
shout out, "Der law is shit!"

All the stories have a painfully
human touch. The characters are
the same people we meet everyday
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in the street. The same people we
live with in our ghettoes.If there
are characters with colour pride,
it is because of the self-same fa-
llacy that makes some of us beli-
eve we are better off separated on
ethnic lines. A fallacy negated by
the reality portrayed in these st-
ories, The reality that we see. In
"Tribute to a Humble Man" an old
man says of the late Imam Haron,
"Yes, I knew Imam Haron while he
was staying in Claremont. I'm not
a Muslim but then Imam had a lot
of friends who were not of his re-

ligion."”

Whatever led to the detention of

the Imam must have surelv c ome
from the State'!s fear of his in-

fluence in t h e Black Community.
There a r e many Blacks who have
been decreed to silence for their
leadership qualities or humane un-
derstanding of their fellow Blacks.
"Azikwelwa" is an cld James Matt-

hews story (like The Portable Rad-
io and Park) that carries back no-
stalgia to those who experienced
the mass rallies of the Anti-Pass
Campaigns and the Bus Boycotts.

Prose can be said tobe a mor e
concrete form of expression than
poetry. The prose writer has more
to say in his stories. He must be
prepared to face up to the task of
saying the truth just like it is.
For this, there is more need for
artistic discipline in prose writ-
ing than in verse., It is this art-
istic discipline that we wish the
Black writers should be prepared
to adopt with more determination.
To take up from where Richard Rive,
Can Themba and others left off.
James Matthews gives the cue.

MAFIKA P. CWAIA.



WHERE DO THE BLACKS FEATURE IN THE NATIONAL ECONOMY

With the rising inflationary tend-
encies sweep through the West-
e rn World (Capitalist monetary
system), it is also highest time
t h e Black student asked himself
what position o u r Black people
hold in the economy of this repre-
ssive society.

It i s already a widely accepted
truth that it i s the Blacks who
carry the economy of this country
on their shoulders. Further it is
common truth that the super high-
ways, the recreation parks, the
high budget for National Defence
(defence against what?) the sky-
scrapers = a 1l 1 these come from
"undistributed wages" rightfully
having to go to Blacks. Because it
is Blacks, through their massive
and predominant input into the
gross National Product(GeN.P.) who
carry the whole burden; a burden
created by the white supe-
rstructure.

Let us look into these facts:

(1) Blacks pay more taxes than
the whites through an ind-
irect manner that is not

proportionate to eamings.
Look into our education,
hut-tax, poll-tax. Yet we
are subjected to the same
customs and excise taxa-
tion as the whites for
cigarettes, clothes, food,
etc. But whites still eam
more than they ought to be

getting;

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

(7)

transport costs in the
Black commnity are explo-
itative;

food prices in Black areas
are far higher than in the
sub=urban super markets
and cash-and-carry shops;

the system of Hire Purch-
ase is crippling the budg-

et and bargaining power
of the average Black;

unemployment has soared
amongst Blacks. The econ-
omic failings lie with the
wvhite dominant  sector.
Which is even worse we
Blacks today suffer from
non-employment, as an op~-
pressed Community. That is
we have been made subject
to a deliberated unemploy-
ment at a rate being cons-
tantly kept by t h e so-
called labour market;

the wage gap has widened
instead of narrowing, in
terms of cash increases
between Blacks and Whites;

there has been an intensi-
fication of labour restri-
ctions and pass laws ins=
tead of their relaxation;
despite promises made by
those that decide where we
should work and live.
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“BLACK CONSCIOUSNESS Is:

1.
2.

an attitude of mind, a way of life;

its basic tenet is that the Black man must reject all value systems that seek
to make him a foreigner in the country of his birth and reduce his basic
human dignity;

it implies awareness by the Black people of the power they wield as a group,
both economically and politically and hence group cohesion and solidarity
are important facets of Black Consciousness;

The Black man must build up his own value systems, see himself as self-
defined and not defined by others;

Black Consciousness will always be enhanced by the totality of involvement
of the oppressed people, hence the message of Black Consciousness has to
spread to reach all sections of the Black Community;

Liberation of the Blackman begins first with liberation from psychological
oppression of himself through an inferiority complex and secondly from the
physical one accruing out of living in a white racist society;

Black people are those who are by law or tradition, politically, socially and
economically discriminated against as a group in the South African society
of their aspirations.”

Join the growing number of Black Thinkers:
Read about the Black Liberation;
Black Community;
Black Programmes.

Assist Saso in making this Newsletter an
organ borne by the Black Community. Take
an extra copy for your friend or neighbour.
Pass this copy on to your black brothers and
sisters.

Support Saso Newsletter!
Support the Black Cause!
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