
UNZONDELELO 

by Selby Msimang 

Nzondelelo is the name of a society or should we call i t the 
evangelical society founded and organised by the first African 
christian community under the Methodist Church in Natal. 

It would be appropriate at this stage to give a brief history 
of events which led to the formation of Nzondelelo. 

In about 1834 the King of Swaziland, King Mswazi, sent 
emissaries comprising ten men to f ind missionaries and 
invite them to come to Swaziland wi th a big Book (He 
called i t Umqulu). These men found the Rev. James Allison 
on the Caledon River at a place called Mparane (somewhere 
between Bethlehem and Ficksburg—perhaps where the 
town Fouresburg now is), All ison took with him ten 
evangelists, namely: Job Kambule, Johannes Kumalo, Jacob 
Shabalala, Jonathan Xaba, Samson Mthembu, Thomas Mole-
fe, Abraham Malgas, Abraham Twala, Barnabas Mtembu, Reu 
Caluza, Adam Molefe and Daniel Msimang. They formed an 
enthusiastic and fiery team. Unfortunately their work in 
Swaziland was interrupted by the outbreak of civil war 
which compelled Allison to withdraw and migrate wi th no 
fewer than one hundred Swazi converts with whom he 
settled at Indaleni until he resigned from the Methodist 
Church. Leaving Indaleni, he came to Pietermaritzburg 
where he negotiated and purchased the farm Welver-
diend in extent 6,000 acres on which he established the 
present Edendale Settlement, in 1861. He remained in 
Edendale for a period approximately ten years during 
which he was engaged in adjusting the affairs of the 
Edendale syndicate up to the stage when every pur­
chaser in the community obtained his deed of transfer 
of the land he had purchased. During the whole of this 
period the community of Edendale was not allied to any 
denomination until after the departure of All ison who 
went to establish a new mission under the Presbyterian 
Church at Empolweni on the way to New Hanover. Then 
it joined the Methodist Church. The syndicate had pro­
vided land for mission work generally and had it regist­
ered in the name of trustees. There was a time when the 
Conference of the Methodist Church adopted a resolution 
authorising the sale of one of the properties set aside for 
mission work wi thout the consent of the Edendale owners 
or their descendants. Two of the descendants approached 
a f i rm of lawyers in Pietermaritzburg to interdict the 
Church from selling the property and succeeded. 

The name " N Z O N D E L E L O " means or bears a meaning more 
profound than what the Missionaries attempted to say when 
they gave it to mean "Natal Wesleyan Native Mission". It is 
derived f rom a translation by the Rev. Davies of the Gospel 
according to St. John 2:17 reading "The zeal of thine house 
has eaten me up" . The Rev. Davies was a master of the Xhosa 
language—and founders of Nzondelelo felt consumed by the 
zeal to spread the gospel among their people. 
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The movement started miraculously, bursting out simulta­
neously at a number of centres. In the Ladysmith District 
a group of African Methodists had gone to Jononoskop on a 
mission. While there they felt t ime was ripe for the appoint­
ment of fu l l t ime evangelists and there and then a resolution 
was taken to the effect. To the surprise of everyone, the 
same decision was, almost at the same time, taken at 
Edendale, Verulam and Indaleni near Richmond. Each 
centre sent out communication thereof, whereupon a 
meeting was convened at Edendale. This was in 1874. 
The Chairman of the District Committee of the Metho­
dist Church was then the Rev. J. Cameron. The moving 
spirits of the movement were Daniel Msimang, Nathaniel 
Mathebula, Stephanus Mini, Cornelius Matiwane and others. 
The organisers of the movement decided as a first step to 
apprise the chairman of the district of the Methodist Church 
of the proposed formation of an evangelical society and of 
the fact that meetings were being convened for the purpose. 
Daniel Msimang and Nathaniel Mathebula were sent as a 
deputation. The most important reason advanced in support 
of this gigantic step was the marked lethargy of the mission­
aries to go out in the country to preach the gospel. Mission­
aries became greatly uneasy and unhappy about this project. 
They began to think of a counter movement as they feared 
that what the Africans had in mind would lead to secession. 

The first Nzondelelo meeting was held at Edendale in August 
1875 when a sum of £100 was raised, and in order to assure 
the Missionaries that there was no thought of secession, the 
chairman of the District, the Rev. J. Cameron, was made 
treasurer of the fund. A t this meeting the Synod had sent 
representatives to acquaint themselves of what was develop­
ing. The Rev. Cameron died just at this period when there 
was tension and suspicion particularly among the mission­
aries. 

7 






