
THOUGHTS IN JAIL
The following letter was written by Pastor Zephania
Kameeta, Principal of the Paulinum Theological College at

Otiimbingwe.

Pastor Kameeta was recently detai ned under the South
African "Terrorism Act", which permits indefinite deten­
tion in solitary confinement.

To all who by word and deed
stand by us in the struggle;
To all who by day and by night
bri ng our case before the Lord!

Dear brothers and sisters,

Right at the outset, I should like, on behalf of my wife and
chi Idren and all N ami bians, to than k you all most si ncere ly
for your prayers and support during the past days and weeks.
Once more it has become clear that the South African
Government is not dealing with just "a small group of
agitators and terrorists", but with thousands of Christians
around the world, and with all who, irrespective of their
faith or nationality, stand for what is right and just.

Through this letter I wish to let you share in some of the
thoughts which I had while, I ike many others, I was locked
up in solitary confinement. Many questions were roused
in me, and I want to discuss these with you. Have these events
not perhaps estranged me from my Saviour? Many people
must have put this question to themselves and come to the
conclusion, "These people are only interested in politics and
are far removed from Jesus and his Church! " My purpose
here is not to accuse anyone or defend myself, because I had
to face these questions myself, be it in a different form. But
I do wish to share with you what I lived through and
experienced in jail.

I tried to look back on my life; and here I must say th at I
have honestly never Iived so closely-day and night-with the
Word of God "as I did duri ng the three weeks during which I
was detained. I have always read the Word with an eye to
other people. I always asked, "What does the Word of God
say to Jthem.?" But in these three weeks I began to ask ,
"What does the Word of God say to me in this s ituation? "
I not only studied his Word, I EXPERt ENCED it ! Eve ry
word and sentence took on a new meaning fo r me in t hose
days. I felt very strongly that the Lord himself w as spe aking
to me. I have no language or words in which I co uld de sc ribe
what I experienced in those days with the Word of God . In
this time Jesus still more became my Saviour.

There were days during which I experienced grea t doubt.
Especially whe n I thought of his words, JI Ask and you sh all
receive". Why does he then not free us, I asked mysel f .
I thought of my wife and children , and I thought o f the scores
of wives and children and girlfriends of my fellow de tai ne es.
o Lord, how long? I asked accusingly and doubtingly . I
argued aloud with the Lord in my cell : Lord if y ou are a God,
then you must liberate Namibia now ! In those days I
expected that the Lord should act according to my wi II.

10

There were also moments when anxiety took over. My hands
sweated fear. I n such moments I did not want to open my
Bible; and when I wanted to pray my mouth felt dry and I
could fi nd no words. This fear especi ally descended on me
before the inte rrogati ons.

This unease was at ti mes so great that I feared that somethi ng
was happening to me. But then a great calmness came upon
me. I was strongly aware of the many prayers go ing up to
God. I took my Bible and from it drew endless reassurance.
With new strength I called on the Lord in the words of the
Psalmist

in God I trust without a fear .
What can flesh do to me? (56,4 & 12)

The comfo rt and power whi ch I got from these words is
indescribable! I thought of my fellow pr isone rs and those
outs ide full of worry. I brough t them before th e Lo rd . In
thi s powe r I sat before my interrogator. The word of J es us
in Matthew's Gospel became a tangib le rea lit y to me:

Behold I send you o ut as sheep in the midst of wolves ;
so be wise as serpents and innocent as d oves . . .
When they deli ver y o u up , do not be anx ious
how y ou are to speak or what you are to say;
for what you are t o say wi II be given to you
in that ho ur.
(R e ad Mt 10: 16- 20)

And t h us let me come to t he next quest ion : can t he preache rs
not leave this struggle to the pol iticians?



The struggle in our land has not only to do wi th the
liberation of Namibia, but it goes further and deeper than
that. The presence of the South African Government is not
just a political question, but it is a threat to the Gospel of
Jesus Christ. Th us I seei t as the task of every Ch risti an to
work for the removal of this gove rnment. In this country
which claims to be Christi an, you can be a Christian ten
thousand times over; but if you are not white you are treated
Iike a dog. I know that at this moment much propaganda is
being made abroad about the "new era which is dawning
in Southern Africa." The Government of S.A. is doing every­
thing in its power to blind the already blinded eyes of the
Western World. In Windhoek this Government is committing
the greatest political deceit of the Century. While they are
busy removing the Aprtheid signs from the buildings (but not
from their hearts! ) high officials are still fighting for the
superiority and dictatorship of the so-called white man. They
are convinced that the well-be inq and future of the whole
world is in the hands of the white man. They are working to
keep the white race "pure". The so-called "new era" which­
according to the SA Government-is busy dawning, is based
on the policy of Separate Development, which is nothing but
a metaphor for racial discrimination.

In his Editorial in Pro Veritate of September 1975, Roelf Meyer
discussed the motive behind this policy as follows:

The basic question which must be asked is, what is the
motive behind the policy? Once again everyone will
more or less agree that it is an attitude towards man
in which the differences in background between dif­
ferent races and cultures are regarded as more important
than what they have in common. Therefore the iden­
tity of people which exists in their race, culture, and
language , must be protected. One group such as the
Afrikaners should not be exposed to an open com­
munity, where such a unity between people of
different backgrounds rnavcorne about to the detri­
ment of their original identity, which may be diffused
or even disappear. A further conviction behind the
motivation is that other population groups can enjoy
more rights and privileges so long as this does not
threaten the right of other groups, for example such as
the Afrikaners, to be themselves.

In support of this let me repeat what I once said: The
S outh Af rican Government and its supporters proclaim­
especially by wh at t hey do-a rnessaqe which is in
diametrical oppositi o n t o the Gospel. While God tells us
that in Jesus Chri st he has broken down the wall of
separation be twee n h imsel f and us, and between us and our
fellowman ; t he So uth Afri can Go vernment procla ims and
builds the wall of separation wh ich brings about alienation,
mistrust, pre judice , fe ar, hatred and enmity between man
and man an d the refo re be twee n man and God. This
message stands in d irect opposition t o t he Gospe l of recon­
ciliation, love, peace , b rotherhood and j ust ice . The different
languages, race s and cultures are gift s bestowed by God in
his mercy, but become an ab omi na t ion in t he ey es of t he
Lord when they are used as bu ilding bl ock s in th e wall which
d ivides man from man, and do not lead to brotherh ood , peace
and reco nc iliat ion. And wo rse st ill is when Race , La ngu age
and Culture take the place of Yahweh. In Southe rn Africa
this has al ready happened ; as it is ju st these t h ree Go ds
who decide where I should live, where I should sit, eat or

relax; whom I may love and whom I may marry or not
marry; whose hospitality I may enjoy and whose I may not
enjoy; where I must worship and even where I must be
buried.

Therefore I see the struggle in Southern Africa, and especi­
ally here in Namibia, not merely as a political struggle, in
which only politicians may participate, but it is a struggle in
which all Christians are called to participate. And if this
should happen a solution which involves armed struggle can
be avoided, because the Word of the Cross will be enough
to tackle this task. And here of course the already boring
question of the Church and Politics must be raised.

I want to approach it shortly and simply. If the so-called
politicians desire that the Church of Jesus Christ should not
do or say anything in the political field, then they should
also do nothing in the God-created world. lfGod is the
creator of Heaven and Earth, and if he is the Father of Jesus
Christ, and if Jesus Christ is the founder and Head of the
Church, why should the Church then be silent and do nothing
in the face of racism, exploitation and violence, when these
are committed in God's world? Alternatively, should God
withdraw from the history of this world, hand it over to the
Devils, and restrict himself to the Temples and Church
buildings?

On the other hand this is not at all surprising: when the pro­
Government Churches proclaim a day of prayer for the
"Constitutional Talks" this is not politics. But when the
Churches-who reject the South African Government and its
policy-intervene and speak for the thousands who are
exploited, humiliated and trodden underfoot day and night,
this is regarded as politics and subversion.

In past months and weeks, and in these days too, numerous
people have been locked up in jail under the provisions of
the so-called "Terrorism Act". Why does the South African
Government seek in others for that which it is itself? Is this
what the psychologists call projection? If anybody should
be charged with terrorism then itis most surely the
South African Government.

For instance let us look back at the events of the 24th of
August. In the days preceding this day an appointed band
went about in one part of the location and assaulted
people. On Sunday the 24th of August the NNC called a
p ublic meeting with the aim of informing the public about
t hese happenings, and to exp ress their strongest condem­
n at ion of what was happening; furthermore the NNC wished
to make known the steps which it would take. The speakers
made their judgement and condemnation of t hese events
know n in clear language . And further they called on the
public to rema in calm.

The So uth African Police -as they always do- took up their
positions wi th dogs , batons , fi rearms and pick-up vans . ..
amongst people who stood there quite empty-handed. Imme ­
di ately after the t hi rd speaker had fin ished his speech they
atte mpted to dispe rse the c rowd with violence. The speakers
and other leaders who were prese nt at the meeting were
ar rested unde r the "Terrorism Act" . To save ti me I leave it
over to yo ur judge me nt .
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Is it worth continuing,with the struggle? Is there still hope?
This is a very serious question for many-myself included. If
the passage of world history was in the hands of mankind then
I would say that we should rather fold our hands and wait
until the world sinks or is saved. But it is exactly the fact
of belief that history and the existence of the world is in the
strong hands of God which makes it impossible for me to
leap back and withdraw to "safe tv". It was especially while
I was in jail that this conviction became still stronger in me .

In answer to the above question, and as a conclusion to this

letter, I wish to greet you with a quotation f rom the book
of the prophe t Isaiah :

For the LOR D is our judge,
the LO RD is our rule r,
the LORD is our King,
he wi II save us.

Then be greeted in the name of our Master.

F rom your brothe r,
Zephania Kameetao

DIVIDED WE STAND!

UNITED WE FALL

by Peter Rutsch

According to the 1970 Census t he populat ion of Edendale
was given as 43 500 of which 37 000 we re African . The
estimate now is 55 000 of which 50 00 0 are African . In the
Municipal area of Pieterma ritzb urg, t he pop ulation at the
3 1st Dece mbe r 1975 was est im ated t o be :

Whites
Coloureds
Ind ians
Af rica ns

47 150
11 022
42 900
45 105

146 177

level. Although Piete rmaritzbu rg may consider itself go
ahead and progressive in tha t it has mem bers of t he
India n and Colou red Local Aff airs Comm ittees sit t ing at
City Counci l meetings, and on the variou s sub-co mmittees,
these people do not have a vote and are restricted in t hei r
contribution by proced ural rule s. The y have no means
whatsoever of protect ing the int erests of the ir const itue nts .

No right, without the rneans for protecti ng tha t right , is
wo rt h th e pape r it is writ ten on; i t can at best be seen onl y
as a hand -out , ak in to a 'yo -yo' which can be exte nde d or
withd rawn at t he will of the person contro lling it .

Thus , officia lly , in th e Piete rma rit zburg/ Edendale complex
there are clos e to 20 0 000 peop le, living and wor king, eat ing
and slee ping. What the uno fficial figure is, is anvones guess,
but it is bound to be subs ta nt ially rnore. Of th e 200 000
onl y approxirnate ly 47 20 0 have t he vote , in ot her wo rds,
have a say in how th eir da ily affairs are o rgan ised . Th e ot he r
152 800 have no rea l rnean in qf ul say in t he government
that rules t he ir lives whe t her at local, provincial or state
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Th ose membe rs of th e City Counc il who init iated and
supported th e mo ve to provide fo r th is k j nd of rep resenta ­
't ion no dou bt , d id so with the best of mot ives with in the
limits of t he Lavv laid down in the Sta t ute Book . The
dan ger is, however. that this so-called verligte move is seen
as an end in itself. After all, the Black peop le cann ot expect
everything overnight , it all takes time and patience! In the


