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INTRODICT ION

1968, particularly the latter half of the year, will probably be
remembered as a year of protest, student protest, There were the
protests on the cancellation of the appointment to a semior
lectureship in social anthropology at the Unmiversity of Cape Town of
an African, Archie Mafeje. And there were protests about the harsh
treatment given to some 300 Fort Hare students,

But amongst those who took part in these protests none displayed more
courage than those Fort Hare students, There are some who rmight

think that their actions were not, in the circumstances, the most
sensible; or that their actions were irresponsible, Bub no-one can
deny the courage of these students. They p=t their wiiversity careers,
and indeed, their future in South Africa, at stake by doing what they '
believed to be right., And some of them had to malze those sacrifices,

When General J. C, Smuts said in 1938: "Fort Hare is the small
beginming of something which is bound to be very big in South Africa”,
he probably did not realise the form this would take in 1560. And

as a National Umion of South African Students circular, sent out on
September 3, 1968, said: "It is apparent from the recent happening
at Fort Hare that the spirit which prevailed in 1959 is not yet dead."

Although this is primarily a press review of the events at ths
Umiversity College of Fort Hare in 1968, I have taken the opportunity
to inelude a brief — and inadequate — review of the history of the
college, as all too often this is not known, or is even forgotlen;
and it does help to explain what happened there in 1968,



PRESS REVIZW OF EVENTS AT #ORT HARS TN 1968

Rector

At the end of July, 1968, the first Rector of Fort Hare sinee the
Department of Bantu Education took over the college, Professor J.J.
Hoss, who was before then a professcr at the University of the Orange
Free Stote, ratired, FProfessor J. M. de Wet, who was previously a
professor at Potchefstroom Umivers . ty, was apnointed to succeed him.
It soon became clear that the students did not favour Professor de
Wet's appointment.

Rhodeo (in its issue of Augus® 29) reported thet during the nmight of
Saturday August 17, 2 muber of slogans aprearsd on the walls of
the eampus buildings, "idmind sirative arthorities acted E'.ﬂlft]..‘j.i‘ to
erase the ebgans, while E!.tt-F"["lptlﬂg to prmrent students from seeine
slogans on their wa;,r 'l:.c: r;huru.,h oagne o vl L Temstin - Eitlar,
"Mafaje.for ST  Vilp - o - Verwoerd remains cursed, Tha'_l,r
also attacked tha:l.r new Rﬂﬂtﬂr Prof. de Wet, recently from
Potchefstr-am." (Rhodno of Sep'benbe 9th L1 ter reported thet two
other slogans read "This is nobt a rubbish b'n", and "Fort Iare is for
Africans, not Afrikaners”.,) "Only about ten students attended
Professor de Wet!s 7 i, 1 . -zently, Tha rest of the students
stood ocutside as the academic proccession passed, shouting
MBIALARRRA", as Mr Blaar Coetzee, then Deputy Minister of Bantu
ﬂdmmstra‘bmn, was conducling tle induction,"  (Another of the
slogans of 17 August r2ad "Blasr se kraal" (Rhodeo, 5 Septe: ahar)).

In the Daily Dispatch account of ths opening ceremorny which appeared
on 12 August, Mr Blaur Coetzee, then Depuly limister of Bantn
Adumimistration and Development. was reported to have said thet the
Afriean unmiversity colleses would be granted full academie independence
next year. "lir Coetzee suaid an important step such as sc-demic
independence was a new challenge to the institution to fulfill its
task., It was also irporbtant at this stage to consider what loy
ahead espeecially in the light of vha recent student riots at
unmiversities overseas. 'LElthouzh these activities were the work of
Leftist and even commumist elew:nts, it must be remembered thet
reforms are essential in ~ uwmiversiiy,' Mr Coet-ee said."

The new Hdector, FProfessor J. 1. de Wet, ealled for post-gradu-te
facilities at Fort llare in his opening speech, He went on to say:
MWhen Fort Hare gains its autonory and academic fresedom in 1570, it
will be able to design curricule  specially suwited to the neads of
the Yhosa people whilst maintaining ite high standards. I serve
and love my country - the Republic of South Afriea -" concluded Prof,
de Wet, "and through sy work at Fort Hare I wish to serve and help
the people of the Transke’ and Ciskei - people I expect and believe
have the same devotion towards their people and country."

Why the students chose the induction of Prof, de Wet to make thair
feelings known, is not clear. There does not seem to be any single
ineident that preu:.plta ted the protest, but a National Union of
South African Students circular (ER;’?/%E—E&? dated 3 Septenber)
draws sttention to a nmurber of rules that are enforced at Fort Hare,

Unusual Hules

"Some of the rules for students at Fort ilare ars comuon to most
institutions of higher learning in South Africa; some, howzver,
are less usual, for exarmle:

1) Studentﬂ Ay ncnt leawa t-m, G::u'l_lege precincts without
perrigsion froh =+ =Aoeh or oa
representall.. .uly &I"I'HDI'lEEIﬂ. by the Rector,

2) Any student or organdeational work in which students
are concerned is snbject to the prior aoproval of tiwe
Rector.



3) Ho meatinrs may be held in the grounds of the Collegs
without p rrission fron the Rector. Approved stmdent
committees nay meet in accordance with the rules of
the congstitution of the hody concerned.

4) 1Mo magazine, publication or pamphlet for which students
are wholly or ﬂ-ar"lﬁla' responsible may be circulated
without the - - 2% o7 - *h: Heetor in consultation

with 1ue Advisory Senate and the Senate.

5} Mo statement may be ~iven to the press by or on
behalf of the students without the Rector's permission.

6) After consultation with the Advisory Sentae and the
Senate, the Rector may suspend or dismiss a student,
who, in‘his opinion, iru'ringes these regulations or
any particular regulations or is guilty of misconduct.

"In cases of serious irregularity which in the opirdon of the Reetor
justifies immediate action the Rector may in his discretion take such
an action and thereafter report to the Couneil,

These regulations are in force at all '"tribal' colleges. It is
apparent that all student activities and organisations are "at the
disecretion of the Rector". The Hector is appointed by and is
accountable to the Minister of Bantu Admimistration.

Special Hules
"In addition, there are special r=les in force only at Fort Hare,

These include the folluwing:-

1) If in the opimion of the Mimister, it is not in the
interests ¢f the institution to register a candidate,
he may refuse registration gven if the candidate
comlies w’th all other conditioms of rezistration,

2) To student or percon not under the jurisdictien of the
college grounds as a visitor, and no Fort Hare student
or srou of stidents may visit amy other institution
without the permission of the Rector, and then only
on such conditions as may be determined,

THBAS is banned at Fort Hare.
Completely at the discretion of the Mimister are the following:-

i) Appointment of meimbera of the College Council

ii) Desigmation of the Chairman of Euuncll

iii) Appointment of the Principal and other members of the
cenate

iv) Appointment of all members of ctaff

v) Regulation of all aspects of staff worling conditions
ineluding renumerations, promotions, transfer, diseipline,
conduct and the occcupation of official quarters

vi) Repulation of the cause of instruction
vii) Regulation of the function and constitution of the
Board of faculties
viii) Powers to refuse to admit students if the Minister
decides that this’is in the interests of the College
i%) Places of residence of students and entry into
particular classes

x) Dismissal of amy employee publicly commenting adversly
on the admirdstration of any department of the Government
or any Province or the territory of South West Africe,
or if he identifies himself with any propaganda ‘or
activity or acted in a manner calculated to pronmote
antagomsn against any section of the deparment, or
impeded the activities of any Government department.”

DHssatisfoction
Whether these rules were the main cause of dissatisfaction or whether
it was the internal administration of the college that caused the



dissatiaf-ctien, is not elear., What w-s cle-r yas that thars vas
considerails (issatisfaction. The crurse acostad by the authorities
aftor the =»ointing of the slogans merely sraried off open evicdenca ef
this diesatisf~ction,

Aftar ths slezans anneared, accerding to Rhodso (5 Saotember),

931 shta=n capus leadsrs were swrtionzd tn avrasr belfors the ilscuor,
Sevent=e srrivad, The eighteenth waz 3 m=n called Liet‘m:lfiﬂt.
liathof =5 also brouzht a tape recordsr tn the recent U,C.M. (Uxiversity
Chiristisn iovement) Conzress. The rast ware warnsd b}— the Rsctor
wiat they would be E:Cpﬂlle:“- if the ca s wweast continued,  Cvar

the next faw days 17 _sers balen, o0 o7 en:, for guestionda, M
the Specizl 3ramch,

Students were generally incsens=2d v+ those attitules 2nd actions, 4
deputation was sent to coumlaiv to the Rector. The intsrview was
refused, Four-{ifths of ths cell=~= th=n went on striks,

They sat outside the Azctor's affice to await a statesant from h"m
3

but he had lef . for Pretori=, The ramainiar autheority threat ' Lo
close down thz collaze if fthe studants Adid not “_%“uﬂ'r""“ .3 _", 7y
the vac, startad, ILecturars ashsd, ssened wicartsl1 a%oul Uiz causas
of discomtent., Various conflicting animions wars oreffarsd, oe

threatened to leave out the lecturess mdssed and 1=t the astufetis
hattle.”

4 lationzl Unmion of South Afrigan Stwlents circular q‘lf“/’éu-u,,

Aated Septerber 10) his a wiors det-ilesd version of what toolk ~1l-c=
~fter ths 17 were intarviswac’-.. 1Tt is not kamm how the 17 —-o=s
wara selected, They wers accused of bHeing either directly a:*
indirectly respensibls for the naintinge on t“F w21ls, and wien ey

derdied all knowledgze of who w=3 'r"=-5“.~_n?.1":'_'“.':le, thay vere teld _t_.ﬁ: _';

they wers loimum te be student lsadsrs, and therafera -mst bs
implicated.

IThey were warned that should there be any fuwrther student cisvurh-
ances an the campus they would be held resvensihle -1 sent cowny
Thus without having any =~ dnistretive, discislinrry or legialziive
power, they we-e macde rasiensibles for arintaining -Sudent or’zr ot
the coat of their caresrs. Subsaquently ths 53.: urity FPolics w=rz
ecalled in =nd nost of ths 17 were tolen to th= charge office for
interrogation and their rooms were sesrchac, It wes this action on
the part of the Ractor and the Police aj-inst ztnianis whose Mrli
of any off:nes h-¢ nob “een estahlighad that lec to the reaction of
the student Hod-.

"Two recuzsss to hold & student bhody mzetin~ Lo Jiscuss the matisr
viars rafussd by the Rector and his apmrovel to hol? such 2 mzating on
thie aversn: of August 27 was given later the samz aftermoon. =%

this neeting, a resolution outlinming ths studend grievancss =0
rﬂmtest-iﬂg the Rector to aldress the stulent hody on ths .eloer vas
szgsed, Thay d2cided to gathsr the next day outside the - Z v sirat-
ion hullrfrrft and to remain sitting uwntil the Rector did adfrass thea,™

Vacation

The short vecation began on Friday August 30 after the sit-in hzd
lasted two days. The sit-in began on Yednssday 20 August, il
29 August, the Daily Miswateh reported that the students hec as'ad
that Prnfessm J. Y. de Wet speal: to thewn, In his absence ths
Viee-Chairman of the Senats, “rofessor L, Costzee, s2oks to the
students briefly. "I advised then to raturn to fheir classes, hut
they refused,” Professor Costzeé 52ic, He spoke to then again that
morning with the sams result, 4t five in the afternoon the students
disnersed, only to resuse tde sit-1: o1 taz next day.



A

The newspaper suggested in its report that the sit-in was being

held as a protest azainst the appointment of Prof. de Vet as Ractor,
On Thursday 29 August, a notice bv the Hector was put uwp on all the
colleze noticeboards. It read (according to the Daily Dispaten of
31 August): "Students are instructed to discontinue their ac -i.ons

of demonstration immediately. If continued on Friday, August 30,
the authorities will have to consider actio, which may ineluds ths
closing of the collsge." The students sat on August 30 before zoing
An vacati on,

On 4 Septerber - the day before the vacation ended — the Feet T.nden
Daily Dispabch carried a report that the students intended to

continue with the sit-in when the college reopened. "The shtulents,
who asked to remain anomymous, said the protest would be resumed
despite the warming of the Rector, Prof, J. M. de Wet, that if the
students did not eall off the strike the Senate udght consider closing
the college, 'We are determined to sit—down until we spesk to the
Raetor, We are not perturbed by his threat to close the collare if
we do not esll off the nrotest, Why doasn't he speak to us?! he asked,”
The report outlined some of the causes of the sit-in, particul.rly the
s-ttampt by the colleze authorities to hold 17 :atuc"E"lt leaders
ragpongible for any fu'wure trouble a2t the collese,

"They (the 17) denied all knowledze of them (the slogans), bub the
Ragtor said they would be hel2 rasunnalble for amr further Jdisturb-
ances at the college,

"That is what we want to see the Rector about", seid the stuient., The
Rector has been criticised by studenta for being "arbitrary and

i gtudents like z schoolbgya.” All social activities
were banned after the strike began last Wednesday.

Sanned

The University Christi:-n kFevement was later banned from the Fort Hare
campus, [Ilanned trips to Port Elizabeth by the Ernplish Dram-tic
Society, and to the Transkei by the Xhosa Dramatic Society were
cancelled by the authorities,”

Tha Dajly Dispateh (6 September) said that the students had resumsd
viae sit-in after the vacation., There was an exchange of messczes
with the Rector but by the night of Thursday 5 September the
sitmation was unchanged, “Some of the students who returned to the
college yesterday attended eclasses but the majority boycotted
lectures and resumed their sit-down outside the Administration block.

A message from the Rector, Professor J+ !i. de Wet, was read to the
sitting students by the assistant registrar, lMr E. Radelinghuys, -It
said: "The University College of Fort Hare reopensd at 8 am today,
September 5, 1968. The Rectonhotices that you are not attending
lectures and that you ars creating conditions which may directly or
indirectly wrevent students from aittending lectures, This
constitutes serious contravention of regulations and the Rector, as
chief disciplinary officer of the university college, insists thot
you return to lectures, If vou have anything narticular to discuss
with him, he will be prepared to meet a delegation from the studants,”

Leaderless

The students told Mr Redelinghuys they wers a leaderless growm zid
were not nrepared teo send a delegation. They insisted the Hactor
address them immediately. Shortly afterwards this message fron the
Rector was read to them: "The Rector is not nrepared to amesr
before a mass meeting of students, The Hector is, however, most
anxious to settle any diffarences ih a friendly and demoerstic way.
He reneats that he would welcome a meeting with a delegation of



students to discuss the situation., He allows them until 3 pm
Thursday, 5 September, to =2nable them to decide on their procecdure and
to elect or nominate a delecation. The Rector will be availsble up
to 3 pm today."”

The students again declined to send a delegation to see Prof., de let,
They did not want until 3 pm, they said, because they had alresdy soid
they wanted the Rector to meet them as a body. They added they did
not want to listen to a delezate from the Rector, They wanted the
Rector himself to meet them,™

Police Action

On Friday 6 September (as reported in the Daaly Dispatch and Rand
Daily Mail mzin lead on the front page on 7 “eptember), more than half
the students at Fort Hare were suspended and sent home, "after police
with dogs had been called in to break w a sit—down strike, The
students were rounded up by the police, their names were taken, and
they were removed in small groups to their hostels, There they wers
orderad to pack their belongings and later taken to South African
Failway buses and then to converdent railway points to return to
tieir homes., Authorities said there were no ineidents and that the
whole procedure of breakinz up the strike and dispersing the suspended
students was carried out quietly and in an orderly manner."

In a front pege report in the Daily Dispatch (9 September), a
correspondent reported a conversation with two of the railway bus
drivers at Cookhouse. He wrote: "They said there had been no
trouble when the students boarded the buses at Fort Hare, but that
there would kave been if the police had not been there, The only
incident they saw was when an African policeman hit a student with a
baton when the student refused to board the bus., The drivers soid
there had been five African policemen on the bus with the studants,"

Tresnass

A lational Union of South Africen Studsnts circular (SR/9/68-69, dated
Septenbhar 1ﬂi gaid: ™MAt 3.00 pm over 300 students were still gathered
in front of the Ldministrative Block, At 3.05 pm lerge numbers of
police, who had been in Alice from mid-morming, arrived at Fort Hare,
it least 10 police vans =nd an estinate of 2t least 30 policemen
arrived. The vans were used to block entrances anc roads, he
ploice, with 6 dogs, and equipped with teargas bombs and gas hombs
and gas masks, surrounded the demonstrating students. The students
were then addressed by the Coamandant, who stated thot they were wuncer
arrest for trespessing, and that they hsd only two options open to

i to be imprisoncd in the loeal cells, or to pack their

’
belongings and return to their homes under 'protective police custody'.

They were advised that the matter would be referred to the Lttorney
General for his decision on further action."

Lfter being taken to the residences to pack, "they were not permitted
to zo into town to withdraw any money for the journsy, nor were they
allowed to collect articles of clothing from the laundries, Fort
Hare students resident at the Federal Theological Serdnary were sent
back to the Seminary after representation by the Seminary principals,
but were warned that if they set foot on the Fort Hare campus they
would be arrested for trespassing.



o Rasistance

Under frightening eir¢umstances, which some studets felt ecould
engily have lz=d to pamic and drastic polic: repriszls - aspeci-1ly
with the dogs present - the students remainzd ecaln and orderly and
~t no stage rosisted the polica, The students sang "Nkosi Sikelels!

and 'I Afriks! and 'We shj;u overcoie! before noving off to their
rosidences,

When some of the studsnts, who had not bean in the sit—in at 3,00 -
saw the police nction, they joined with their fellows and accentad
suspension and removal, The students never really believed that
the Rector would take such drastic action sgainst them for their
gimle request for orderly denonstrzation,”

St=tenant

The police nction followed a statensnt by Prof, de Wet issued ot
midday on Friday 6 Septerber. It read [1¢¢nrdlng to Daily Dispateh
of 7 Septerber): ".11l students still in front of the sdsdimistration
block must plense nole thet they hove hesn suspended -5 students of
this wdversity and are controveming rejulations by thzir nresencs
here, Thisg is = finnl w-rrdnge and if students are still there oG

3 pa stens will be taken ~zainst them,®

The report continued: "SBefore the Rector's noon statament most of

the students h-d signed lists pliced in their hostels by the wdversity
officials a~recing to continmue lectures and to end the sit-down strile,
i statement by Prof. de Wet nttached to the lists, rend: "Seeing

that students of the Undversity Collige of Fort Hare have contrawvenad
rerulations by staying awey from lectures for three divs and have
parssvered in deing this even after their attention wos drzwn to

the contravention =nd seeing that students have norial chonnels of
commrdcation that existed and will alweys axist ~nd hove turned

down the invitation to make known their problems through a deputation,
I fa321 myself compelled ~fter a full and serious discussion with the
Advisory Council to restore nornal conditions by taking the follewding
atens:

Stutants who are desirous of continuing their work for thz yenr and
who undertake to subwit to the discipline of the university collige
must in the course of the morming cense their participation in the sit—
down strike or any other form of dsmonstration and rust indieste

their intention of doing so by signing the lists which will be swvoilable
for this purpose 2t their respeotive hostels before 12 noon tod:zy,

The admission of students who have not cersad their participation in
the sit-down strike or any other forn of demonstration and whe have

not signed the mentioned list at their respective hostels hefors 12
noon will be esncslled forthwith and such students will have to leove
the hostels and the campus of the university college before 4.30 pn in
tha vehieles whiech will be svailable for th: purnoss. Studanis vho
h-ve signed the undertaking -t their respeetive heo tels and who, at

~ny atage during the rest of this ye T, sty "way fron lasctures without
thas permdssion of the wardsn or ho ﬂ.-'l of the relsvont dsporiment, shall
bz eonsicdarsd to hnve brolen the sgreevient and sh-11 he suh;;uct«.,r o
the sae nersures as are rentionad above,!

Sent Away

The NBLS eircular , quotad ~baove, corrizd on: "By 7.00 pm 211 the
suspanded students have bzon put on the roilwsy buses, provided for
thz purpose, and sent to both Lnavele junction and Cockhouse stotion
to nwalt treins.  They were not ziven tickets, ~nd they were not
7iven the opportunity to moke arrangements to get from the tersdims
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to their respective homes. They were provided with neither food
nor money for the journoy ond some hod to wait on the stotions for o
considerable length of tine before being able to zot connections or
se~ts on the available trains.'

& report in The Ster and the W-t- Daily News on 7 Septenber read:
"I took a picture of 2 group of students ~nd was appronched by o
plain elothes polizemnn who told me I could not take photographs
without the Rector's permissica. I walked towards the Rector's
of fZce, but on the way was accosted by two semior police offizers
who asked ne to lesve the carpus until "all this is over'. The
nolice continued takding nomes and I photographed several groups
being merched from the gates. Two policemen later approached me
outside the gates., tock ry name and address and the name of oy
newspaper and warnad me that I could not use any of the picturss as
the students were prisonsrs. Under the Prisons Lect they said one
could not publish such pictures.™

L report in the Part E1is-beth Eveninz Post of 7 September said that

five Rhodes students and a newspaperman had been refused perrission

by railway police to spesk with the suspended Fort Hare students =t
Cookhouse st=stion, "'he Rhodes students were told to leave the stotion -
thay would be in trouble if they renained. The newspapernan,
representing an East London newspaper, was told by police that no-

ons was to speak to the Fort Hare students. The police indicated

they had strict instructions ©o allow no-one on the station without

o ticket.

"We have had encugh trouble already." = policeman is reported to hove
saidi,

79 Students

The corrcspondent, writing in the Daily Dispateh of 9 September, said
there were 79 students on the piaiiform of the Cookhouse station, 4
roilway policemnn allegedly told him "I have had strict instructions
not to allow any Pressmen onto the plantform.” The report continued:
"Earlier, when it was thou hil the students were arriving by train, 2
group of Rhodes University students and myself waited on the platform.
As soon as contact was made with the students, a2 railway policeman
orcdered us off the platforn

On the Cockhouse station thar2a were o number of unmiformed railway
police watching over the studlents. It seemed that they were not
allowed to leave the station. Their luggage was piled on the
platforn and the students were standing quietly next to it., I
uwnderstand two other Rhodes -tudents who went to Coockhouse to give
noney and food to th: students were refused perrission to go onto the
stotion. "

And the N '3 ecircular, quoted above, said: "it Anabele, after contact

= i

had been established with o few students, the police intervened,”

Tt

ron R

The Evening Fost of 7 Septerber carried an interviow with some of
the suspendad students: 'Students interviewed in Port Elizabeth today
snid Prof. J,M, de Wet had come with an "iron rule" ndrinistrotion,
They felt thsy had legitimate grievances rgainst changes made by Prof,
de Wet within o month of hos appointient os Rector. The sit—down
strike wai intended to nake the authorities re-lise thot there wns
rmch discontent ~rong the stulents sbout new adrimistrative mensures
token by Prof. de Wet.®




The Daily Dispatch of 9 Septenmber carrisd ancther interview: MOns
Fort Hare student who was suspended bul who does not wish his naue

to b santiinad oo tds -4 et joomorMae s cheness of roodrizsion,
seid the stwlents could not understand why the Rasctor usad his
Authority -in this (=finer, and why he had caused such discontent aiongst
tiia students. 'ain’ ulien the poliee eans to move us fith 2 err, Jive
vans and = truck, they adopted a nisty attitude and even refussd s a
drink of water hefore escorting us to the statiom,' the student s-idl,

4L report in the Rend Dedly Mail of 9 September carried two interviaws
with suspended Fort Har: students:

"One source told me the science faculty, the library departient ani
the anthropology department, and the sgricultural deprnrtment and sons
departnents in the arts freculty at the university had closed down,

I was told:

'We were not protesting for fun or aping other students'! protest but
wa were showing owr loyalty to some principles which we hold deor,
Thase principles ars acaderde freedon — which the Government is
encroaching - and the freoesdonm to protest asainst infringements on
our rights by authorities!

Another student said the authorities at Fort Hare seemed to adopt
the attitude that the students wers small boys and did not know what
they were doing.

Hany students weare bitter because they were at = tribal colless.

1At Fort Har: we are living a quaint 1life in 2 quaint place, our
nrofessors and lecturers being strange people with whonm wa have no
contact at all except in the classroon,. It is ns thoush we did not
have the same idzsls in the pursuit of knowledge and truth,! the
student said,"

In a front page lead over the protest plans st the varicus
universities, the Rand Daily Mail of 10 Septerber, carried ancther
interview with a suspended student. Iz told the =il thet thare was
absolutely nothing political in_ the protest, "There w:s no -guestion
of us refusinz to accept the new Rector as such, A1l we wentod to

do wes to tell hin how resontful we wo are of the rostrictions ho

has imposed on our ability to arganise student sceinl activity.," He
is reported to heve snid the relations with the new Reetor first bacane
atrained when the Rector was umsyrpathetic to 2 student plea to
orpamse a "hunger week" to help the poor children of Alice,

It was reported that weekend in both the Evening Post and the D-ily
Dispateh that the Fort Hore Senate was to meet on Honday 9 Septenber
to decide whether to readmit sone students on npplication.

RHeaction

On Saturday 7 September, the Evening Post and the Jchanmeshurz Stor in
front pge stories reported: "SHEC presidents from all South Afrien's
English universities are flying teo Durban for an urgent neeting
tonorrow to forrmilate nation-wide protest action against expulsion

of half the student body of Fort Hare, Emergency calls were sent to
the student lesaders today after the officials of the Durban Stulents!
Renresent-tive Council conferred with lir Duncan Innes, Presicdent of
TBAS, ir Imnas was in Durban for a HBELS "rdnd—congress' scheduled
for today when news of the nass expulsion was roceivad,

lir Innes nade irmediate »lans to fly to Grahanstown later tod-y,

1T wont to sez for ryself what is hrpponing,' he said. lr anthony
Willia s=Jones, oubgoing Presidenmt of the Durban SREC, said in -
stitenent issued shortly ~fterwards thot "Durban studants will protest
a3 thsy have novar protested before.' lir Peter Behr, the ineouinz
Prasident of tha Durban SRC snid he gove Hr Williams—Jones's stitenent
s full swupport,



Ifr Innes said later: 'As far as I lnow the studenta' protast

was legitimate., It would seen that the Rector is not npromared to
acknowledge either their rizht to protest or their protest itself.

T think it is disgusting that the Rector should adont the intolerant
stand of resorting to expulsion, I cannot accept this as fair
treatment as one would expect to find in a umiversity.!

Urmited dAction

In 2 eall for undtad action he said: 'This action of his rust be

met with the strongest opposition possible., It is tho st blatant
exaimple of authoriteriamism I have seen within a wniversitr for nany
years., I expzct strong action fron students at other wivarsities.!

e Transvasler of 9 September commented sditorially: Mlens het wel
kan verwag dat, nadat dasr onder die studente van sekere liheralist-
iese wrversiteite allerlei noeilikhede ontstzan het, dit weldra ook
by die ean of ander nie-~blanke intigting van hoér onderwys sou
uitalaan, Die verlade het imers al aangeloor dat asnhenzars van die
liberalistisme nie skoor on ook nosilikhaede onder nie-blanks studente
te verwek nie,

"Verlede Donderdag en Vryrag het dan ook gebeir wat verwaz kon word.
Getrou na die voorbesl wat blanks studsnte hulle gestel hat, het die
me-blankes van Fort fare tot 'n sogemaande staldng voorgegaan,

Die rzktor, prof,.dr. J. M, de Wet, het net soos sy voorganger, prof.
Jo J. Lose, geweet hoe om die toestand te hanteer, 1d-t iy 'n
wltinntw azn dia studente gestel het om binne 'n beps Jde tyd die
staldns te bedindigz, het hy diarene wat rde doarsan gehoor regee

het nie, met die hulp van die polisie leat verwyder en hulla weg-
regtuur, Hulle is nou die reg on voorlesings by te weoon otsd,
Dazrmee is orde herstel, Die hakwane wyase is vir die libaralistiese
blanke widveraiteite waarlik "n voorbeeld,

'n lens stil dit beslis nie te sterk nie waneer beweer word dat
die stapoe wyse waarcp die onlangse stakings ann somdze van
hierlde wiversiteite gehanteer is, somer 'n baie swak indruk
gewek het., Dit het gelyk.of dasr asn hisrdie rigstinrs nouliks
emige dissipline vestaan is dasr met dieselfde mate ven fercheid
opgetres, wat tans in Fort Hare toegepas is, sou dit nie vir die
Eerste linister nodig zewees het om hom net die saak te henoei nie,
Skordinzg van kie bglhamels wat die moeililheds berin het, sou die
orde en dissipline onmdddelik herstel het."

Ruthless Action

The newly-elected president of the University of the Witwctersrand
SRC, MMr Mark Orkin, told the Sunday Times (10 September): "It

is hard to believe that 200 students cain be suspended for nenceful
and ordarly protests, The action is ineredible and rathless., Not
only were their demands as reported, reasonabls, but the size of their
protest shows how deep-seated their prievance nust be, learly

half the university was prepared to take part, realising the
possibility of haral: consequences. - The presence of police and

dogs on carmpus is ugly. The whole ineident could heve beeon averted
by the Rector's spealdng to the students - 2 parfectly normal thing
for him to have done," Mr Orldn said. Iir Yrldn said the students
were ~ngry and alarmed, ~nd that inereased interference in the
urhversities would mean inerassed studant nrotest, "ohar razetion
will be sharp,™ hs s=zid,
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In the front pege lead story the Dgily Dispatch of 9 September, it
wag rTeported that only 7O of the 450 students were expected to
report to lactures on that Monday morming, Mr Williams—Jonss was
quoted ns saying: "This act does not surprise me a2t all., Our
tribal colleges have never bean semblances of a umiversity and this,
surely, is the prodof of it, These tribel collsges sre nothing more
than 1little Black judor schools, in which the principal =dopts the
nentle of headnmaster and the students sre cast in the role of school
children whose sncllest criticism of ths authorities is tokan s
mutiny, for which the pumishnent is suspension. I regerd ths cetion
ot Fort Hare, nn’ the various statements and netions by the Prime
Iimister as the final inros? into sendsmic freedon. The guestion
which now rercins is how long will it be before the othor uwrdversities
in this country =~re reduce to the same stage.™

Rhod en

The President of the Rhodes SRC, lMr FPeter Harris, s-aicd hefore he left
for Durb-n: "I fael thet studenthoek at this conterptibhle state

of affairs willle translated into action of one sort or another ~fter
the mesting on Mondsy." The Daily Dispatch report on the proposed
action nt Rhodes continued: "The Deputy Vice-President of 'TBAS and
a nember of the Rhodes Umdversity SRC, Mr Andy Murray, scicd: 'The
repressive manner in which the suthorities treat the stu'ents at Fort
Hars, the known presence of informers, the known and qiie sarious
Speeial Branch activity at Fort Hare, are all to be condermed. They
give cause for grave concern to all the peoples of South Africa.

'Whan a nan is Black his treatment is wastly different from that of
a White man,

'This we condenn, It is irmorel, Peaceful protest is 2 right.
The ~uthorities should r-ther look at those things which howve provoked
protests.!

High p Number of Students

"Onz further point is that it is elenr that the mumber of students
who have laft Fort Hare is considerably higher thsn the original
nuiber - 200 - given by the Fort Hare authorities, (e report from
Aliga yvesterday inlicated thot there will be only 100 stulents left
at the college, This would oean that 400 students have either been
sugpended or hava left of their own accord.™

An editorial in the Daily Dispatch on 9 September comumented on the
Fort Hore developments: "Thore has been nothing comparsble to the
Fert Hare sackings in the history of hicher education in Scuth Afries.
Helf the entire student body hes been suspended.,.. More than 200
potentinal eandidetes could be lost to a section of the nopulation
strugrling for identification and for trained leaders,

Was there no other way than the iron fist of settling the dispute at
Fort Haore?

Was 1t really neecessary to issue a suspension ultimatun to demonstrating
students and then ez2ll in the police to enforce it? Woa there no

vay of rensonding with the pupdls?" The editorial then called for =
full statement of the foects from the Fort Hare authorities.

It continueds "We do not presune for ons moment that there wns not
blone on the students'! side, There has cobviously bean sone very
irrespensibls behaviour by rebellicus elerments at the wrversity
ecllega, The s logans painted on the wnlls were indicative of this...
The damage to Fort Hare's image is now coamlet. Internstional
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attention has baen focused once nore on South Africa's sacming
inability to conduct its internal affairs without roeci-l friction,
The faet thait there could hove been some thoroughly bol enrs

hehind 011 the provocations will he overlookec because of the
larzer evidence of sxtrene action within the lirmits of the o¢liticnl
ideology which dict~tes eduecntional processes in South (ifriea, the
Undivarsity Collere of Fort Hare has been doing a pood job., It is
now going to take a swpreme effort to restore conficdence in its
purposea,”

The Rand Daily Mail alseo comented in en editorial on 9 Santoember:
"Events at Fort Hare over the past few days give a protir cood
indestion of how the Government considers o wrversity ouzht to bhe
run, No shilly-shallying when the students get wpity -nt stort
adiring of their views or painting slogans or origanisin o sit-in
denonstration: y-u simply deliver an ultimetun and if they still do
not obey you expel them en nasse, after which you call in the police
with thoir batons and dogs to herd them on to treins, It is little
wonder that student leaders at the English languaze wriveraities
fresh from their own disquieting hrush withi authority over the
Hofeje =offair, feel a renswed sense of .ol-arin and are praooring to
protast aprin,

"Fart Hare is a tragedy.

It usod to be n fine institution with a prowl tratition for Non—
Whites on this continent whose nlwwri hold nositions of erdnence

and rasponsiblity in n dozen countries.. Yet today Fort Hare has
boen reduced te a tribal collezz strietly stata—contrellsd and run
with about as nuch student freedon as o reformatory. With a

recent change of raetor it was widely hoped thot scetdn: of the

0l Fort Hare tradition might perheps be revived., But the latest
events show that to have bean 2 wvain hope indeed; instea” they
reveal a spirit of intoloerance =nd authoritariamism widen if anything
is worse than before.....

Qpen Minds

Education - any education - opens the minda and the ~etion of the
Fort Here students this past weck has shown you cannot open rminds and
control them at the same tire. In spite of the way Fort Hare is runm,
these students have not been turned into quiescent Uncls Toms;

they hace in fact risen to protest against the very authorities who
are supposed to bo indueing that quiescence, It is o foot that

must be causing shudders of amdety in Nationnlist quortors which no
doubt aceounts for the harshness of their recction,™

On Tuesday 10 September both the Dodily Dispateh and the Pomt
®14 a~tath, Bostern Provinee Hernld made main front poge londs out

w tha fact that Rhodes Unicersity students hn? overwhalidngly

voted to o on a aholic protest to Fort Hare on the codng

Seturday if the stuwlents froi the colle 2 had not reinst ted the
studenids by then, The SRC presicdent, lir Peter Hnrris, olso revealed
th~t the standing cormmdttez of SRAC presidents plamned to ask the
Rector of Fort Here to ses then to diseuvss the situation, The
notion passed ot the mweting roquested tha the nrineipals of all
South Lfrican unmiversities "to protest most strongly og-dinst the
suwnnry 1ass susponsion of tha Fort Hare studants and the resultant
infrinzament of acaderde freedon," It also ¢:lled on stuwlants of cll
other c¢xrpuses to participnts in the convor.

The proposer of the notion, the SRC vice-nresident, lMr Inn Xirby,
sadid (gmm,‘m 10 Eeptm:fber]: Mhen action is tolen arainst
foellow students we must react. It was wnderstandoble tivt the
students at Fort Hare found the situation intolersble,”
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Right of Protest

Referring to the thrests made by the Prime Minister at Heilbron
recently, Mr Kirby said: "I would like to ask the Prime Minister
if he is the one who makes the laws, It is a serious situation
when the Frime Mirnister threatens the lesitimate rizht of protest,
I believe they are designed to stop any protest on the campuses,

It is possible that a larse nerber of students will make wp this
symbolic protest on Saturday. Even if the deputation has no
success, we will show that the students of South Africa will not be
intirddated., It will be a symbol that we can still stand up when
things are wrong is South Africa.™ he said,

Nen-Violent Action

One student, Mr Tony Bates, said: "Never let us be comm red to the
gtudents in Germany in the 1930s." Another student, the Rev James
Polley, said he would consider whether the time had not been reached
in South Africa for non-violent action., He felt he would not

turn back if the police stopped the comvoy on Saturday. "In

almost every case tolen action has not bsen enough," Mr Polley

said, The motion was passed by 243 votes to 12 with 112 abstentions.
The Eastern F Herald-reported: "Nearly 600 students and

staff mermbers attended the meeting but many left shortly before the
vote,"

Meanwhile, the standing comdttee of SRC presidents deplored the
actions taken at Fort Hare (as related in NIBAS circular P/100/68,
dated September 20). They called on university principals to
protest, for the carpuses to protest with "vigour and determination”,
proposed a deputation of SRC presidents to try to sse Prof. de Vet,
and supported the idea of 2 prcbtest convoy.

liags M

Also on Monday, September 9, a mass meeting was held at the
University of Natal, Pietermaritzbupg. The NIBAS circular quoted
ahove says: "The NIBAS President addressed the meeting which was
attended by over half the students on the campus (approx. 800).

In his speech, he said "I would like to comment very briefly on the
situation at Fort Hare. I think that the request put forward by
the student body that the Hector should address them was a reason—
able one, And the fact that they chose to follow up this request
with a sit-in is, I think, indicative of the whole system at Fort
Hore. It is a system where the authority of the Rector is used to
suppress the opinions of students, not, as at other universities, to
encoubage them to express opimions. It is a system which bans
orgarisations such as NIBAS and the Umiversity Christien M

which encourage freedom of thought. It is a system which forbids
elementary fund-raising schemes from operating on the campus, This
gystem can only lead to the frustration of those who subject
themselves to it, This system is a disgrace to the name of
education in South Africa." At the end of the meeting a petition
was eireulated amongst students calling for the suspension of the
Fort Hare students to be lifted imediatelt. The potition received

gver 1,000 signatures."”

On Septenber 9, under the headline of "PARENIS SOB:; TAKE BACK OUR
CHIIDREN", the Daily Dispatch report continued: '"Scbbing African
couples - the mrents of children who were removed fron the Fort Hare
Undversity College carpus last Friday - bezged the Rector of the
umiversity college to allow their children to continue their

studies.
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The Rector, Prof. J. M. de Wet, said the parents had been given o
hecrine but he could not give the asswrance that their children

could continue their stud s, Finel dicision on this matter

would he token at a special meeting of the full Semate of the wiuver-
sity college today., Meanwhile, all was ealn at the university

college yesterday and no elosses were cancelled. Thers were, however,
only a few students attending each elzss., Only 171 of the 461 students
ot the collere were still on the carmpus.

Friendly Reaction

Prof, and Mrs ds Wet visited the men's and women's hostels after the
suspansions, "T addressed the men studants. The reaction was very
friendly and I was thanked for the visit," Frof. de Wet scid.
Yesterday abort 20 students, accompamied by their parents, arrived ot
Prof, de Wetls office to apologise and nnke application for re-entry
into the collshe. "The narents were disaprointed and sad over tae
wmplessantness," Frof, de Wet s+id., 4 samdor police officer from
Ting William's Town s~id yesterdsy no students were being held Ty the
police, The earmus, he said, was now forbiddon territory for the
students who hed been removed by the police,”

Cvarseas Influcnce

On Tuesday 10 September the Dodly Dispateh commented editerially over
a statement by the Comrdissi oner-General of the Xhosa psople, Mr J.H,
Abroham, that the trouble atl Fort Hare which led to the suspension of
holf its students wns due to influence from overseas. This, the
aditorial soid, appenred "o be further evidence of how out of touch
our lsaders cre with the situaticn.  Apart from other considerations,
on the face of things alons one needn't look farther then Fort Hore
itself for the probable cnuse of the troublae,

This is an institution constuted alens lines foreign to the preferences
of nost African students, and onz has to add to this basic bone of
contention a lack of relationshup of syrpathy and respect betwesn
lecturers and students, use of student informers by the Special Broneh,
and the banming of a students' representotive couneil for a complete
pieture of lsgitimate grievances. VMany might have wondered why the
atudents wanted the Rector to address then as a body rather th'n
through a deputation but it is understandable when one bears in rind
thot the students are not allowed an SRC and £ that membe
denutation might be vietirdised."

L1so on Tuead~y 10 Septerber Grocott's Mail of Grohanstown carrisd o
raport by an cbserver of the situntion ~t Fort Hare; nost of the
infornation hns haen covered earlier but it does ~dd othor ineilents,

"4 practical joke arranged by three or four students on their own.
(This was shortly after the slogans oopesred on the walls of the
collaze, but before they wers enlled to ths Rector), "These students
reported thet o cortain student had diad from an overdose of sleeping
t-5lets., The 'death! wns amnounced in the esfetorias.  The local
hospital wns alarted, and a doetor and ambulanes were promtly
cespatechod to the scene, Prayers were offored by some local
mdnmisters and students, The Registrar, wardens and students crowded
reund. 4 ledder was fotehad to enable stulents who were assisting
to break through the second floor window to get to the 'dead' 1an wio
w~s said to heve locked hinsclf insids, The authoritics rescted
anerily when it was discovered that the whole hullnbaloo was a hox,”

Ths Grocott's reported that after the 17 h:d bzen scen by the Roctor,
they arransec for an interview with the Iiaison Comittec, to which
they put their grievances, They corplained thet being singled out
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like that irplied vietimisation mnd »essi™ls exelusion Zro. toc
collage the following year, as h:d been the ease with students wvho
h-d lad anti-police interference protest of August 1966,

Th: ldiaison Commdtiee recorded the students' complaints and promised
to consult the Rector as soon as possible, Up to now the Iiaison
Coxridttes has not roported bhack to ths students.

Security Branch- interrogntion of sorme of the 17 studsnts followed
soon afterwards.,” The report concludes: "More thon 400 out of =
totzl of nearly 500 students were talkding pert in the 'sit-down!. 4
notabla feature is that the 17 students singled out hove divoreed
thenselves fron leadershin in the demonstration; a faet which nckes
nonsense of the claix that they cre the landers., The Rezetor has

adonted a ridieulous positiont he would rather close down the colla~s
then address op confer with the students,”

Witwa srand Pro

Ths NBASecirculer (P/100/68, dated 20 Septerber) contimmes: "On
Tuesday, Septeiber 10, a mras meeting of students wes held at Widunt—
ersrand University, The neeting wns sttended by about 1200 stulents,
Tha studente resolved to hold a picket rotest on the pavement in Jan
S:rubs Avenue, that same afternoon betwsen 4.30 and 6,30, The protest
w28 held that afternoon sand at about 5,00 pn a grow of policenen
errived and began talking narmes of students who held posters and
dennnded of the SRC president, Mr Mark Orkin, thet he nove the students
back off the navement. Mr Orldn atteiptad to do this a3 he wea not
awsare of hie lesal position hut the students were reluetant to nove
andl baran chanting and shouting.

4t ahout 5.30 pi a rioct van containing sbout 20 policersen arrived on
the scene and foraed up neposs the road fron the protestera, They
merehad actoss the rond townrds the protesters who hezan shouting
Wiez Jeil Sieg Hail", They then proceeded to take posters awy froa
gtudents and to tnke down the nrrnes of studsnts who haéd been holding
pogters, The students still refused to nare back nnd stood their
groundderanding the names ~nd addresses of the policemen, During

the ineident = nuwber of policeren were jostled, their enps knodkad
off their heads, and abuse hurled 2t then by the students at the
picket, [No arrssts were nade,

The Rand Dajly Mail of 11 Septerber quoted the SRC Vice-President, Mr
i, Curtis, as seying to the nolice offiecer in charze, Col, J, de W,
Brandt: "I respectfully submit that we are within our rights., Under
what law are you ordering us to nove?" He asked permdssion to get
1221 advice, Gol, Brandt: "I cant wnit for that", A section of
the report read: "Some of the police were good humoured, One
secepted a flower from o zirl student,”

It soon heeane evident that the police could not get hold of all tha
posters ag many students refused to give then and a nuber merely
ron =way and steood holding the poster somewhere else, At about
6.15 pn the police left and at 6,30 pn the poster denonstration was
broksn up,

furthop Ppotest

A student body meetiny was held -t Wits the next d=y -t which the
Wits stulents voted to hold a picket protest on the smie place fron
2.00 to 3,00 that afternoon, All held blank posters ~nd thare usre
no incidants,

s Ty: or front-name hendline of “he Witwatersrand student
nrotest (and photograph) read: WITS TART: POLISIE TREE OP.



15

The Star (of 11 Septerber) earried a photograph-on the front paze of
a protester with a poster labelled: "Iruth is mdishtier than the
trunchaon,"

bt lunchtime on the same day = student body meeting was helf at the
Johanneshurg Collese of Education and was addressed by the 7G5S
President, The maatrlwr resolved to hold a picket protest on 't.‘
Collerze grounds from 4.30 pn to 6,30 »n that evering, At 4 olclock
the Rect-:::r Dr Holmes, requested the SRC president, lir Ken Juhher, not
to hold i'.ha pickst prutaat onn the campus but to move it off ecoympus
grounds, The SRC president arreed to this and students who wished
to hold their posters were told to do so off Collsge grounds,

About 30 students stood in the road outside the Gc:]lac*e holding their
posters spaced ten yards anart.

lames Taken

At 5 o'clock two riot vans, each contairming 20 policemen, plus five
motorbikes and a few poliee cars arrived on the scene., The names

of all studsnts holding posters were taken and their pesters confisc-
ated, Three students were almost arrested, bhut were relansad after
the NUBAS President had sprken to the Colonel in charge of the
operation, The students remained until 6.30 pn without posters.,”

The Cape &rzus (of Cape Town) commented in an editorial on 10 Saptenber:
MA conmdty dedicated - s a umdversity nust he - to fostering

vigor us and healthy :dnds, cannr:-t function in ap atmosphers of
reastraint, suspicion or foar....Mow perhaps more than sver befors

there is a need for mutunl tolerance and something of the spirit which
induced Oliver Cromwell to say to the army of the Kirk on the sve of
the battle of Dunber: "I heseech you in the bowels of Christ consider
that you may posgibly b2 wrong."!

"This is an extract from the report of the Comdttes of Inguiry inte
student affairs at the Undversity of Matal which sat under ths chair-
manship of Mr Justice Harcourt, =~ It is a report which has relswvance
to student aff-irs in all South African universities., Hight now
its recommendations could well be helpful to those in authority at
the Uriversity Collegs of Fort Hare,

"The grievances seen to be mainly dus to a breakdown in relations
between the students and the new Ractor, He comes to Fort Hors
from the University,. of Potchefstroom and they alleme that he has
restricted social activities on the c~mpus, They cludinm to be
operating in an atmosphere of restraint, In the circumstonces the
need for tolerance is mamifest, On 2ll these points the Horcourt
Cormittee has laid down useful guidslines,

"It mokes ~ specinl point of the temptation wiriversity prineinals
must feal ot times to give military kind of order to someons Lut it
comes down firmly on the side of discussion and persuasicn. It
noints to the need in the words of the report 'for the old generation
to show tolerance =nd a neasure of undarstanding and charity for
youth in an amdety-ridden aze of wprecedented change.'! Fort
Hare's difficulties could be resolved if comwdeations vere fras

and frequent and if both the cuthorities ~nd stulents were tn nsk
themselves: could ve possibly bhe wepons?"

In an editorial headed ONVERDRALGSAME STUDENIL, Die Oosterlis commentad
on 10 Septemher: "Dic studente acn die vacralt_:.takﬂ]_'l_s e Fort

Hare op Alice was Agezlik bewus van die moontlikheid dat hells dié
voorrez on te stwieer ontsf kan word as hulle sou volhou met hul
koppipe sitstaldng, Trowens, dit is mde die eerste keer dnt die
kollege sc owerhaid 'n sterk stan'mt teenocor moedswilligheld
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inneem me cn die les kon wit die verlede wel deeglik gelecr zewses het,
Masr die rektor van die kollege het dit ook duidelik onn dic suudente
lant deurskemar dat die gevolge van staking ernstiz ken wess, Hy

het sy bes gedocn on vas te stel wot die studente wil h8 en homsalf
bareid verklanr on 'n afvaardigizns te woord te stoan, Diz ~niwoord
op sy bereidwillighsid wns e2ise wrnrann nie voldoen kon word rmis,

"Hiesrna is die students ernstiz gewnorsku om met hul st=kinz op te
hou en lesings by te woon en wteindelik het die ultimatum weveolsy
waarsen 'n groep gehoor gegee het, Die res van die stakers is huis
toz gestuur en ontbeer nou die reg on met hul studies voort te znan.
As hulle terugkear, s2l dit in ~1le cpsiste 'n toezewing von die kant
v~n die kollorc-owerh:id weos,

Wat veral interesssnt is, is dat diegene wat die messte bekoimerd is
oor die oubtonorde von wmdversiteite @n die rez van uwdversiteite
oor hul ele saks te besluit, die grootste opgewondenheid openboar

oor die cdissiplinfre stappe wanrop Fort Hare besluit het - en woartoe
die rektor en dis Sennat loscgtons die statute von dis rollege soregtliz
was om op te “eslult. Wiz neng nou in by die interns saks von 'n
opvoadkundive inrigting?

Linkesresinde Studsnte

Mt is nde die Begering nie, moor 'n klop linksgesinde studente van
Rhodes wnt, n~ hul vergedering gister-and, wil "ondruk" om hul
ontevredenheid te gaan uitspreek cor 'n sack wet hulle mie rock nie,
Hierdic besluit is nic onverwags mie, want dit is maar By harh-ling
'n minifest-sie van die omverdronzs~nmgeid, voorborigheid en cle-
rerestigzheid von dis libernlistiese voorstandars v-n gelykstelling,
Hul vermetelheid 18 d-~rin dnt hulle dink hul diz zsnigste mensz ia
wrt reg is; d~t hulle, ond~t hulle d-n reg sou woees, nie pelritiscer
mag word deur diegene w~t rie met hulle sa~mstem ni=,

Dat hulle, omd=t hulle d=n reg sou wees, die reg het on nndera st
wie hulle nie s~nsten nmie, te kritiscer en om tesn hulle protest—
hetogings t= hou, Voorws~r die openbaring van "n gesindheid vt
miks anders veragting verdien nie "

Warning

On Wednesday 11 September the Minister of Bontu Adidinistrotion ~nd
Development ~nd Bentu Bduention, Mr M, C. Both~, issued a strtcment to
SAPA wnrming th-at "the ~ff-irs of Fort H-re did not concern Widits
students ond their organisatiocns ~nd the Deprriment of Brntu Sdue~tion
and the ~uthorities would not tolerate interference in the ~ffr-irs

of the wrversity college ~nd its student body. The Minister s~id
the authorities ~t Fort d-re would consider on their merits, ~pplie-tions
hy sugpended students who wishad to roturn to continue thoir stules
in ~» bonn fide manner, From Press reports it hod been noticed th-t
all kdnds of intentions existed in White student cireles to infterfore
in the ~ff~rirs of the widversity collese of Fort H-rea by wy of
nrctests or othorwise,

M T hersby w-rn th~t individu~ls who wish to intorfers in such -~ wy
will not be allowed on th: e¢ampus of Fort ~re ~nd such psrsons who
find thaugelves on the crupus without pormission will he renoved,!
Also in Pretori~ yesterdry, the Minister of Poliez nd of the Interior,
lir 8. L, Muller, sid the country-wides protest pl-nmed by the Bnglish
urdversitizs =8 = result of the Fort Hre incident would not be
toler-ted by the Governmment, Mr luller repz-ted the warning of the
Prime !drdster, lr Vorster, that 'the necess~ry steps will bs wnken

if decmed necass~ry,'"
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Referring to Mr !, G, Both~'s w-rning to the students, the Di-nond
Tields Advertiser of Kipberley comwented on 12 Soptember: "I ha

nenns that the ~ff~irs of the wdversity ire of no concern to tha
stuwlents of nother, the structire should be ~prplied pener-1lly including
thosa Gwcrmuntusmpmrtlm students from other um.vers:.tles who
certrinly did not rom~in aloof from the ~ffairs of C-pe Town ~nd
Witw~tersron’ students racently."

Compdssion of Inquiry

On the s~ms day, Dr Jan Steytler, le~der of the Progr ssive P-rty,
called for - comuission of ingury inte thg ff-irs of the colloze,
According to o SAPA report, "Dr Steytler s-id rocent svents ~t Fort
Hire were '~ 8l+p in the f-ce for the Nation list Govermment, They
show quite ecla~rly th-t thinldns Africeans rejeset sepernte develooment
~nd its mochinery. We feal the time hes come to hold ~n iiportial
committee of inquiry into the aff~irs nt Fort Hire, similnr to the
one which recantly investig-ted prcrhlerla at the Umiversity of H-t-1.
By its clumsy ~ctions, the Govermment is building w frustrotion and
bitter non-White lHtJ...]JJ.,__.,,.ﬂSl which, :l.n yenrs to come, nmry well turn
wrainst the White rnn in South .P_fncn

Also on 11 September. the D-jly Dispoteh reported thint the Fort Hrore
Sennte hod met for four hours to discuss the question of re-~didtting
suspendsd students, without comng to ~rny cscision, It w~s s-id
fterwsrda no stntarenc could be ilssued ~s the diseussions h-d not
yet heen emmploted, The Semite will nzet ~gxin today."

Loter in the report it w-s ssid th~t the followinz uessage h-d bzen
received from ~group of Port Elig-beth Fort H-re students ~t ths
Rhodes Uﬂiﬁurﬂity SRC offices: "e, as n growp of suspended Fort
Hore students in Port Biizabeth, msh to st-te th-t we swoort the
wetion t~ken ~nd to be t-ken b:,r the Rbodes SRGC and the SRCs through-
out the country in protzst ag~inst owr suspension, Discussions will
be held tomorrow morming to dseide on whot ~etion to toke should h-1f
of us be rendmitted ~nd thz other holf not. We hove to conbnet
suspended stulents in other pnrts of the country before n dzcision
is made on this, It is hoped that sore Fort Hore students will be
nble to ~ttend the protest on Saturd-y."

On 11 September, Die Tr-nav~ler commented in an editorinl he~ded

'KOi1 DAAR ED‘I‘EI!-E‘” : "olgens berigte wat in die pers verskyn hat,
vil dit lyk of studente ~~n die Engels universiteite - hoofsrnklike
diegene w-t aktief in NBAS is - hulle sereed mank oo ~ndern-nl die
gesng von die owerheid uit te d--g. Hierdie keer wil hulls orotes-
teer an betoog teen die skorsing van 'n ~nntal nie-blanke studsate by
die Universiteitskollase wvmn Fort Hare,

Die Rekbor wan die inrigting, prof. dr. J. M. de Wet, moes tot die
8t ocorzoon on die dissipline onder die studente te hnndh~~f, Nou
wil die lade van N84S hulle met die sotk hondh~-f, Hulle son o,m,.
van plen wees on 'n Afveardiging no prof, de Wet te stuwr, Uit
wat al tevore gebewr het, kan hy voorba~t conwe-r word dat Jdit nde
die doel met die afva~rdiging sal wees om hinligting by prof. de

Wet te verkry nie, In hul sstrentheid sal die lede van die ~fvaar-
diging asan hon wil voorskryf wat hy @iz doen en wot hy nie nng doen
me, Dit spreek vonself dat so iets in geen omstandigheid geduld
g word niz, liet die oog onal die nosilikhede wot hans borrdolose
stulente wil verwerk, sal dic grootste deel van die publiel dit
gewis van horte verwelkon dat die Regering nie v-n plon is on dit
lydelik t2 s~nvasr dat sy gesag utpeda~g word nie,
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Twee stappe wat reeds zedosn is, getulr haie duldelik dac

[He eerste is die bencerdinz van 'n komdssis van ondersoek no sekere
aangeleenthede by die Suld-ifriknanse universiteite - 0.3, dia gedrg
en optrede van die studante, Dis tweede is die aankondizinz van

die Minister van Binnelandse Sake en Polisie, wor. S5, L, Muller, dat
studentebetorinrs nmie reduld sal word nie. Dit volz op (e verklaring
van die Berste Hinister, mnr, B, J, Vorster, enkele weke selede dat

hy scl optree teen scod:igze sedr:s van ke kant van die stw’ante.

Indien die lede wan NIBE.S5S wil dosn wet in sowdge persherigte
wvoorgespis€l word, hsstaan die noeilikheid dus dat daar in neaste
toe, ons hotsings tudsen die owsrheid en die stu’ente van sckere
wiversiteite kan plaa-vind, Die Transvaler was in.sy bostwiwva
byne nog nooit 'n vriend van NMB.S rnie, ondat hy dis liberalistiese
beginsels van hierdie liggaan verfoei, Noztens ag hy &it sy plig
o die Jeda van MB.S ernstic te waarsku dat 'n hotsing mat Aie
owerheid hon baie suur sal bakor,

Dit is "n ydele hoop om te dink dat hulle die Regering ken uitdaag.

Dit het Aazarom ook tyd geword om 'n beroep te doen op ¢ies overs van
studente wat tot NB.S5 behoort. Onder hulle ia daar ook [frikaners

van wie sowdge waarskynlik deur omstandishede radwing is on hul

kKinders na 'n Engelse universiteitsinristing te stuwr, Hisrdie
Afrikaanse ouers roet tans baie deeglik hesaf dat hul kKnders sevaar
loop on deur MB.S met iberali sme 'n verkeerde wer gevoer te
word. Dit behoort in die mag van die ocuers te wees on Jdit o2 verhinder,
Laat hulle dus sorgz dat hul kinders nie in onnodize meoeililkhede

betrokke raak nie",

Grave Concern

On Thurday 12 Sepltember the Dail*lr Dispatch reported that the

Fhodes University Counecil wne "sravely concerbed about a pronosed

ccevay of Rhodes Urndversity students to Fort Hare," &4 special meeting
of the Council unaminously adostad the following resolutions: "That

the Council noted with grave coneern the formal protest which certain
stulents at the wdversity imbendacd to manlke At idice followin~ —the
recent events at the Undversity Collep: of Fort Hare, Thot the
Council was of the opinion that the nature of the proposssd Cenonstration
or actions could result in incidents havinz the most serious
CONsequences.

That Council considers any dinonstration or actions which constitute
interference in the affairs of ancther widversity institution to be
a negaticn of the emncept of wversity autonosy, indefensiblz and
immiéal to good relationa between university institutions,”

The sarie report said that Pietermaritzburz stulents had called

off a plammd protest convoy to Fort Hare at weekend on learming that
the Reotor would not see a deputation of SREC presidents, And that
the University of Cepe Town S5:0  had sent a telsranm to the Rector
expressin: concern at the suspemsidns , and aslding him his viswpoint
on events at the colleze, The SRC at the Federal Thecloien
Serdnary deplored the expulsion of ths Fort Hare students in a
motion passed at a meeting.

The motion read: (Daily Dispateh, 12 Septerber) "We shall be urfair to
our comrictions and dishonest to our calling-if wo fril -t exxrress nwr
concern for the unfortunate and sonewhat unneeessary avent ot the
Unmiversity College of Fort Hare which resultec in the suspension of
approxinately 300 students; the intervention of the poliee when no
violence was exhibited; the unwerranted waste of noney =nd tine

which such action incurs. It iz our considered opinion thot Jherwe
were, and still are, uore effective neans of reaching o settlenent,"
The notion was signed by all ten nerbers of the SEL, The newspaper
also reported that no si~tenent had been issuad by the Senats yet hut
that the issuzs had to bz considzred hy the Fort Hare L visory Council
a A tha exascutive Counecil hefore sy statomant would he iszued,
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Torch Iicsht Procession

In the Evernding Pogt of 12 September and in the nain le~d front page

of the Natal Witness of Pietermaritgburg, @ ™ wp roported that nore
than 100 students at Pietermaritzburz had staged a torch-lizht
procession fronm the S3RC buildiar to the main hall at the University

of Natal campus there. "The procession follow:d a teach-in held at
the university at which Senator H,B, Klopper, representing the National
Party, addressed students on non-White university collegzs, with
particular reference to the happermings at Fort Hare,

"The president of the SRC at the university, Mr Pat Stillwell, said
the procession was staged to proteat for "the 1 mediate and uncondit-
ional readmission of the students at Fort Hare."™ The procassion
was orderly., When the students carrying the torches arrivad at the
main hall they stood in silence,.

"Referring to Fort Hare University College, Senator Klcopar said he
knew as a fact thet 'other “orees! were imvolwed, incluling IB4AS and
the Universi Christian lHoveirent., He said the non-White widversity
collages had been said by sone peopls to be 'hush unmiversities'.

This wns not true; they were playing their part in training the
Bantu to serve their own people, They would in time becone
autononous," The same newspaper also reported that the Erine
finister, when operming the Transvaal Conrresa of the Nation~l Party,
said that the govermment would not alldw then to Ffisrupt the peace
and craatz disorder anywhere in South Africa,

Er Fr ges

An editorial in Rheleg on Cept rber 12 said thet "recent zovermnent
actions have made politica a wdversity issue. The swndiming of
Prof, de Wet, Princip2l of Fort Hare, to Pretoria and the subsoquont
suspension of th* ¢ quarters of the students ~uply dencnstratas

this, The operation was carried out with unmecessary rdlit-xy force...
The signs are Xhosa cpinion is demanding more than empty prordses.

The unrest ~t Fort Hare is one manifestation of this growing demand
for justice. White South African students could well t:ke heed o
the courage-ns stand of their African colleagues, They too are under
preasure - they too should resist. 4 concerted stand from all the
unmiversities is nceded, The Prime Minister has made his attitude
eclear, If we have not heen intinddated let us make our stani clear
too."

The NBLS eircular quoted earlier goes on: "4 student body mzeting
was held at the Undversity of Cape Town and attendad by 1200 students,
The students held a picket protest until 6.30 in the eveninz on the
de Waal Drive, .ilthowh police were evident they did not atterpt to
bresk up the picket, The picketing students caused a lorge traffic
jam which held wp ears for quite soe tire., On Friday the students
hald o picket protest on the steps of the St Georges Cathodral and
this protest wrs broken up by about 50 naval trainees who ripped
posters away fron students and hurled abuse at the stulents,

Llthough police were in the vieinity they did not intervene,"

M Friday 13 September the Daily Dispateh reported that the Mirndster
of Roads and Works in the Transkei Bantustan, Mr 2, M, Mabandls, had
attocked the mass suspension of the Fort Hare students. The report
went on: "In a hard-hitting statement he challanred the sincerity of
the mentors ani protazonists of the poliey of seperate developnent,

"M 4lthough the African has been accliratised to anaesthotic mmbness
in ratters affecting his well-being in the past throwgh cadnation,

the staze has now been reached when we can no longer acedpt the bitter
pill lying down,! he said., "Thes time has cose when the opimion of the
people concermad rust be heard, It is true that silence is synomymous
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with eonsant but not with the Fort Hare suspensions,! iir lizbandla
said it was sigmificant that the sit-in episode had a wmiversal
outlock transcendin- continents like the "proverbial win's of chanze."

Not Comunistic Inspiiation

The thome of the protest was reform of chronie srchaic methods in
universities and colleges. It was not dus to commurdstic inspirations
as sorie pople thought, but to the fact that human endurance had its
lirdts hey nd which any atterpt to suwpress free expression resulted

in nothing short of a hot-bed for sowinz the seeds of choos ard
revolution, he said., Mr Habandla said the analytical backsround of
the ineident at Fort Hare had been given promnence by the Press and
the nan in the street had been ziven an opportunity to draw a dividing
line betwsen the adrdnistration and the students,

"It would be wrong, howsver, to mss an opimion at this stage as the
whole quesation is being handled by responsible people, Neverthelesas
one cammot 'asily dismiss fears and anxdeties that when srave
situations of this nature ~77 ting Afrsicans arises, the darnnant
fact is that his case is seen through White eyes. Unpalatoble though
this expression is, the fact that the college is run by = White govern-
ing council cannot be challenged. We agree there is an o11-Black
advisory councili. - but its functions are indeed limited, So lirdted
in fact its purpose is guestiocnable except as a franlkdng device,

It would relieve consciences of nmany people to be honest and sincere
in their dealings with other people.

The illusion Transkeians had that they have a stake at Fort Hare has
been shown to be nothinz but emty Lo "laa.

Hypoer " gy and Mockery

The lesson has heen rereated so often only a fool has not token it to
heart, We have watehe. ... e llbe aews goeat interest,
particulsarly when responsible talk of seperate institutions, To me
institutions do not mean rnly structures but the whole systen -
material as well as ~ ritual, lNobcdy has any right to talk of
seperate institutions and seperate racial groups because it becomes
sheer hypocrisy and a nockery when honesty is not observed, Mr
Mabendla said, Mr Mabandla's two sons at the college hawve both been
suspended. One of them was doing his final year for a bachelor's
degree., It is believed the Bantustan government will noke represent—
ations at high level on behalf of suspended Transkeian stulents,
Amonz the expelled students are those who had been granted bursaries
by the government,”

The Daily MNows of Turban of 13 September reported that 300 students at
the Urmiversity of Natal, Durban, had attended a protest recting on the
Frrt Hare situation. Ome of the speckers was Dr FEdear Brogks: "Dr
Brookes said White students had a duty to look after the inberests of
Black students as they were mrt of the acaderde cormudty., 'I beg
of you who stand here defending acaderdc freedon and feir play that
whatever happens you will keep loyal to this in years to come and
dedicate your whole lives to the cause of freedom'. Mr slan Paton,
the South African author and former leader of the now defunct

Liberal Party, told students Fort Hare was under the control of the
Special Branch, He said it was a deperate thing for the Fort Hare
studsnts to realise that unless they conformed there was no future for
them and if they did conform they would cease to be men =and woneln.

'Do I say what you think is risht because ultinetsly this is the only
way to render service to your comrunity.' The students, holtng
torches, protested on the steps until 10 pr. Two Specicl Branch
detactives sat in o car talkin: notes during the speeches ~nd left just
before the demonstration ended."
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Poliea Intervention

On Friday 13 September it became apparent that there were fears of
police intervention in the runming of the proposed comwvey. The
issue of Grocottl!s Mail of that date said that in the course of an
interview the MIBAS President, Mr Duncan Inmes, had said "he was
efreid for the safety of the students who might taks part in the
proposed convoy to Alice, He said: 'The inteference of polica in
our protests is something which I had not considered could happen,
However, the Prime Minister's threats have now become a reality and
I fear for the safety of many students who may wish tn exercisse their
rirht to protest,!n

The newspaper revealsd that the Hhodes students were to have another
stulent body meetinz to consider a motion, proposed by the HUBAS
deputy vieme-president, Andy Murray, that the convoy be called off
and that ene car, with a wreath, go to the Stewart Memorial in Alice,
Hr Murray was quoted as saying: "We are doing this because lagal
council and university authorities have indicated that they are
afraid that a disturbance might be stazed against which would lsad to
the injury of students." It also revealed that Rhodes students
were to hold a protest march in Grahamstown on Monday and that
permisaion had been obtained for this from the Grahamstown City
Council, This story was carried in Die Oosterlig of Port Elizebeth
as wall,

Comvay ﬂg 1= Off

On Saturday 14 September in a front page lead story the Dajily Dispatch
ravealed that the students at s Hhodes University stulent body
meeting had called off the proposed conwvay and that student leaders
from Witwatersrand, Cape Town and Rhodes Univeritiss would lay a
wreath at the foot of the Stewart Memorial.,  "The monument commsm—
arates Dr James Stewart, pionser of African oducation in South Africa.
1% stands on a hilltop about two miles from Fort Hare University.

The wreath will be laid to symbolise White student protest against

the expulsion from Fort Hare Urmiversity last week of nearly BDD
students,"

The paper said the comvoy had been called ¢ff because the situation
could lead bto violence, "laat nmight the Musas councillor on the
SRC at Rhodes and deputy vice—president of IMusas, lir Andy Murray,
appealed to students who might decide to go th Alice individually
today to keep away from the car carrying the atudent leaders,

"ile do not want angything which looks like a staged demonstration
because this may provoke a situation leading to unfortunate results,!
he said...,.. Mr Murray said he had information from pecple at Alice
and at Rhodes that if the students were to go in a comvoy they mizht
ba harmed if there was a confrontation with any authorities.

ITf there was an incident the Govermment might turn to the public
end say: 'You see what student viclence is,'

"If that happened student lssders might be bamned cr deported and
wsas and M eould be banned., The students decided at last might's
mreting to start a fund to help the suspended Fort Hare students wita
their sducation,” It was also reported thet lMr Peter Harris,
president of the Rhodes SHEC, had been %cld by the Grahamstown Towun
Clerk that permission for J..-.‘JI].E]H:F s protest march had been wl‘l:-hdra.vm.
"The Town Clerk said he could not mive the reason for this degia v’
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On Satruday September 14 a statement was issued by about 100 students
fromn all four English-spealdng univeraities, This statement was
reprinted in the Port Elizabeth Evenin: FPost of September 14. The
full statement issuved by these students reads:

Statement issued by students going to Alice
on Saturdsy September 14

ibout 100 students represemtative of the four Englishe~spealking
wdversities have decided to convens at James Stewartls Memorial at
3,30 pm this afternoon, They will be leaving at different times of
the day and will be going in their private capacity. They are not
going in an orgamised convoy.

Mt a meeting last might they took the decision to go for three
reasonst

"First, because they want to demonstrate their full support for the
290 suspended Fort Hare students, They want to urge, by their sotion,
that the students be readmitted unconditionally, the Rector address
them and consult with them about their grievances.

"Second, because they are horrified and appalled by the serious
limitations placed on students’ freedom at Fort Hare by the entire
atructure of tribal ccllege administration and direct government
control with subsequant interference,

"Third, because they are horrified and appalled by the pressure put on
students of English-spealdng wiversities by: the threats and insults
of the Prime Mimister; the warnings of the Mimister of Police; the
ruthless action taken against students by the Special Branch and
police; +the arbitrary withdrawal of the permit to march in Grahams-
town on Monday; above all -~ the extensive troop and police movements
in Grahamstosn and Alice in preparation for this perfectly legal
symbolic protest, It has been verified that army convoys, Saracens
and police have moved into the area and that the lives of the students
are at stake,

The students see this as South Afrdicals domestic version of
L zechoslovalkia,

It is incredible that such steps should be taken to intimidate and

possibly prevent an orderly legal protest, By this journey this

afterncon the students wish to commurdeate to all concerned thatb:

a) they will not be intimidated by military and police pressure in
their own counbry

b) they have confidence in their basie right to protest legally and
rovosal.ifNs  Lhey will maintain that right to the end
and at any cost, because they eill not submit to totalitariamiam
in their fatherland, They will stand for democract to the end;
and only the horror of military viclence can destroy that.
¢) they have enough confidence in the leadership of the country to

believe that they will not cause another Sharpville.

The students are going to Stewart's Memorial because it was he who
laid down the blue—print for Fort Hare as a non-tribal maticnal
wiversity with full sutonomy and religious freedom, The action
taken by our Govermment has ripned that foundation snd destroyed thet
vision and we go today to mowrn and yet to affirm that we stand with
Stewnrt and not with Mr B, Coetzee on this iszsus,"



Teach~In

On the morming of the 14th of September, the first ever teach-in was
held at Rhodes Umiversity (a fact highlighted in the next issue of

the student nevspaper, Rhodeo). An Evening Post report of the teach-
in gave this account: "About 250 students from all the English-
spealdng wrversities attended the teach—in held at Rhodes this
morming, Speakers inclvded a suspended Fort Hare student; Mr Athol
Fugard, relnowned playwright; Duncan Innes, NUSAS president; and the
Rev James Moulder, national president of WH, The suspended Fort
Hare student outlined the background to the Fort Hare erisis. Dis-
cussing the fubture of the suspended students he said:

"1Students will have to decide soon whether they will accept exdt
Pﬂrﬂ]itﬂl'

"Ha believed students should go to Fort Hare today as it would en-
courage those left to continue with their stand. 'T doubt if anything
will happen with the authorities if yo: rbey their orders,' he =said,
Todayts protest was an admission of defeat and the death of the right
to protest in South Africa, Mr Philip van der Merwe, SREC president at
T, said., '"Bub in this admission of defeat there is also a re-
dedication,! he added, 'Although the wreath-laying is symboliec, one
dey it will be real,' Mr Andy Murray, TUSBAS Deputy Vice-President,
said things had now come to the stage where the legality of protests
wag not the issue, 'In the eyes of the Government anyone who objects
to anmything ovtside the traditionel way of life is acting "illegally™',
Permiasion had to be obtained for every little protest demonstration
held,

Trogedy

n¥3ut the worst tragedy ia that this attitude is reflected by the
university authorities, They must comply with the regulations but
they need not accept them, Today they do not come ocut and say they
disagree with these inrcads on legitimate protest although they must
comply with them, The public is also accepting this attitude, and
it is now spreading to the university campuses. Students have becons
apathetic and afraid to act because of what has happened in the past
and what might happen if they protest in the future., But to accept
that the Govermment can suppress legitimate protest is to accept also
their policies,

"Mr Peter Harris, Rhodes SRC president, said more tragic than the
restrictions on legitimate student protest was the rift which had
arisen between university authorities.and students, 'In the Fort Hare
issue we had hoped the authorities of just one of the so—called
liberal universities would speak out about the injustice done and
support South African sutdent reaction, They kept silent, Only
one spuke out -~ Rhodes - and there they spoke out against the atudantal
protest, on the grounds that these were interfering with the wriversity
autonomy of Fort Hare, I would like to take issue with the Rhodes
authorities,! said Mr Harris, |‘Autonomy is granted not to the
Undversity Council but to the body of students and staff who together
form the corpeorate epirit of ths wdversity, At Fort Hare this was
not the case, The students-had no say and the authoribiso wesd thairp
sayr to stifle thought. They abrogated their right to claim undversity
autonomy and camnot use the cry of autonomy as a shield to hide
behind,?
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Protest Not Tolerated

Wir Duncan Innes, President of NUSAS, said it had becoms clear that
student demonstrations were no longer tolarated in South Africa,

The Improper Interference Bill protest, the Mafeje protest and the
Fort Hare protest were instances where White students had demonstrated
for the rights of nonWhites, 'Protests over the banning of Dr
Hoffenberg and Ian Robertson where White students protested for the
rizhts of White men were not disturbed by police intervention, Bub
the protests of White on behalf of non-White produce riot vans, police,
dogs, beating and uruly conduct,

"The government fears more than anything else protests that smash
through the aprtheid system,

MThey will bring in more policemen, more police vans and more police
dogs, and when the armed might of White South Africa is poised above
us, let the Black siudent and the White student simply join hands,
for this is our defiance,!"

Rhodeo (on September 19) reported that at the end of the teach-in,

a fiery LT student leapt wp and lashed Fhodes students, 1T did
not intend to speak,'! he said, 'but I felt so overwhelmed I had to.
Perhaps we are more experienced in these things at T but we

really expected more support from Rhodes students., We came uwp here
to protest and we find pe~ple talking about death. We are not dead;
we are not even sick; we are alive, And so we should do something
to protest,

"We should have the courage to take some action. It is our shame
that after ten days we were intimidated into leaving the Mafeje sit—
in, Let us not have the same shame herel'!

Road Blockades

Die Volksblad of Bloemfontein in a front page report on 14 September,
headlined "NUWE SPANNING TAAT OP: FPolisie Gereed vir Studente",

reportad:

"t0ns hou ons o8 fop. Ons is slaggereed as daar moeilikheid kom,!
het kol, D.W, Mildenhall Histrikskommandant vandag telefomies aan
Die Volksblad ges8, Kol. Mildenhall 88 daar was verlede nag pad
blnkkades op die paaie tussen Grahamstad en Port Elisabet, Port
Alfred, Fort Beaufort en Cradock, Die deel was enersyds die gewone
misdaad bekampig andersyds, in die lig van die studente se ocorspronk-
like plan nm met konvooie motors te ry , was die doel om die pasie

skoon te hou en komv-ooie op te breek,™
Wreath-laying Ceremomny

The wreath-laying ceremony at the Stewart Memorial was highlighted
as the main front page lead on the Saturday edition of the Evering
Post (14 Eep’cﬂmhﬂrg and the Daily Dispatch (16 September); and the
back page lead of the Sunday Express E‘r'? September), The Evening
Post report said that the films of thres press photographers who
took pictures of the wreath-laying and protest at the Stewart Memorial
were confiscated in terms of the Official Secrets Act of 1956. "The
photographers! namss were taken and they were told the film would be
returned at "some future date", The student leaders who travelled
to Alice to lay the wreath were Mr Duncan Innes, NIBAS President;

lir Peter Harris, President ~f_the Rhodes SRC; Mr Phil van der lerws,
Pregid 1me TOT SHC; and Lir Aod ~ sy, 1MMBAS Depubty Vice-
President from Rhodes. The car was stopped tWo 2305 outside
Grohamstown at a routine police checkpoint.
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"The head of the Grahamstuwn Speeial Branch, C n¥,G, S ’
and another member of the Special Branch, were sitting in a polise

van nearby, There were no further checlpcints on the way., In
Alice when the students' car passed the University College, a car
contaiming four Special Branch men pulled cut and followed them to
the momment, A police van and seven Special Branch men with
cameras waited inside the grounds of the memorial, The student
leaders were told that the approach to the memorial belonged to the
Lovedale Trust, Permission for entrance had to be obtained from
the magistrate. An alternative route was found and permission
readily obtained from the head of the Federal Seminarv, lir E.

Eggbal'l..
Photographs

"When the students, accompamied by several theological students from
the Seminary, arrived at the mem-rial, four Special Branch men, two
with cameras, awaited them, Thoy took photographs of sveryone
present, A wreath was laid by Mr Innes and a petition signed by
students against the summary suspension of Fort Hare students was
lpid beside the wreath by Mr van der Merws,

"Before he laid the wreath, !Mr Innes said: 'We stand to remember

a man who had a dream of Fort Hare, We express our regret Sir

James Stewart's dream has not been realised, Today intolerable
conditions of oppression prvail on the Fort Hare campus, Students
walk in fear,' About 100 students from universities all over the
country arrived at the memorial at ten minute intervals to pay tributs,
Col, J, Mildenhall, Distriet Commandant of Police in Grahamatown
confirmed today that police blocks were set up on all roads surround—
ing Grahamstown last might, He deried, however, that these blocks
were in any way related to ths Fort Hare cersmony."

The Daily Digpatch report on 16 Sepilenber, headed "WARNINGS DEFIED

AS STUDENTS PROTEST", gave a more de'ailed account of the wreath-
laying ceremony, It contained a report saying that the film belong-
ing to the Daily Dispatch chief photographer, Uir Yon Watson, had
been returned to him as long as he ¢’d not publish any pictures of
the police, as this was an offence under the Official Secrets Act

of 1956, The report quoted Mr Innes as scying: "We stand here
today in rememberance of a great man and a great humanitarian," He
then discussed Dr Stewart's role in the establishment of Fort Hare
and the conditions on the campus, outlined above.

He went on to say: "Students walk in fear amidst informers and
unsympathetic staff, The purswit of truth is hampered and strangled
by bans on free discussion and inter-varsity contact, The right

of proteat is dead., We stand here to pray that Fort Hare will

know umiversity life in its true sense and that its campus will live
in a spirit of tolerance, fellowship and the digmity of man,"

Another section of the report revealed that the protesters did net
cross Federal Seminary land. == reported earlier, but land belonging
to the Church of Scotland. The report also had these paragraphs:

"A mystery wreath puszzled Special Branch men who watched students
laying a wreath at Stewart Memorial, loticed after the official
student party had left, it bore the unsigned inseription: 'In
memory of the days when students came to a university to study.!
The Security Branch photographed the wreath and card,n



Hmger Week

The Evering Post edition contained two separate reports on Fort Hare,
one of them outliming the reasons for the sit-in. It said that the
Rector in the second lerm gave permission for two concerts to be held,
After R70 damage was done to the hall after the first concert he
refused to allow the second one, "Helations first became strained
when Hunger Weok was crgamised by African students to help feed hungry
children in Alice, The Hector told them: "Go and study, You'll
help your pecple when you have graduated,™

"The same answer was given to YMCA students who asked permission to
organise a variety sho. charity. However, soon afterwards the
all-White Rhodes Chamber Choir was allowed to perform at Fort Hare to
raise funds for SANTA., The students felt this situation would not
have arisen under the previous Rector, Prof. Johannes Ross, Student
opinion at the time of the sit-in wns that the action of the Rector
was ddctatorial.. e

IThe authorities are said to deseribe the nsarby Federal Theological
Seminary as a camp for "political refusees"., This week a written
statement was sent to the Sennte by some remsining women students
who alleged they were Imtimidated by protesting students who told
them they would be murdered if they did not give swpport, The
women asked that the intimdators should rnt be allowed beck,

The intimidators, they said, were armed and September 7 was to be a
"day of mayhem", These allegations have been deried by Seminary
gtaff and students and expelled students, who said the sit-in was
orderly and peaceful, HNo evidence of a violent attitude was shown,
It was rumoured that a bottle of inflammable material was found in a
residence and a case contaiming pangas and kives in a cupboard in
the admimistration buildings,

"The authenticity of this report is doubted.

"Students aay that if pangas vere stored by violent members the

surrounding bush would offer a better hiding place, No student h
kolds any keys to the cupbosrd in question, They feel the weapons
could have been planted there to intimidate the sit—-down students."

As If a Curfew,...

Perhaps the most graphic account of the situation at Fort Hare was
contained in the second report in that edition of the Evening FPost.
It was written by a staff reporter, TOLIEGE WHERE SIRENS WAIL.
Driving through the main gates at Fort Hare College a visitor is
confronted by a large signboard which reads: "lo

persen may enter the Collere grounds, By order," 4 siren wails,
as if announcing a curfew, Sirens are sounded, apparantly, to
gignal the start of lecture periods, Situated in the picturesque
Alice hills, about 20 miles from East London, Fort Hare is described
br students and meny loeals as "The Fort", A stranger, seeing its
complex of modern clsan buildings and driveways in their serene setting
could sasily mistake it for an asylun of some sort.

"On Friday last week more than 200 students sat outside the main
adidmistration bullding in protest; that day they were suspended by
the Rector, Praof J,lM. de Wet, and sent home. When a reporter
visited Fort Hare yesterday all wes quiet on the campus, The only
activity was that of some builders working on two new three-storey
buildings, one a library =nd the other a new women's residence,
1Praofessor de Wet has nothing to say to the Press today. He is
very busy with appointments, If you want to ses him you can come
back on Monday,' This was the response by a woman in the Admimndstr-
ation bullding to an inquiry.
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"Yes, you can look aroundi ths college, DBut under no circumstances
may you btalk to any of the students', the Assistant Registrar said,

Later an official showed the reporter round some of the Fort Hare
buildings., "A few studenis passed us quietly and quiclly in the
corridors., Host of their feces were quite expressionless,™

Unf artunate Spirit

The Everning Post commented editorially on September 14: "Hothing
reveals the unfortunate administration spirit at Fort Hare more
starkly than what happened to nearly 100 students who are not e
of fieially regarded as strikers. These students were bundled out
with the others by armed police who had dogs. Surely in the cire-
umstances the adminmdstration might have been expected to keep as

many students as possible at Fort Hare and demonstrate its comcern
for those students who it did not regard as offendsrs? The official
explanation is that the non-strikers were sent home in error, but
this is not good enough,

"The fact that they were herded wiith the rest and brusquely esscorted
to the railway station indicatee an impatient acministrative spirit,
laecldng in judicial discrimination,

Authoritarianism

"The background reports published tonight give further evidence that
a rigid and intolerant authoritarianism is a major factor in the
erigis, The threatened purdshment for some 200 students is
extremely severe: no opportuwdty to continue their studies or write
their examinations, Mo large group of White students has ever

been treated so harshly. The punishment is made all the more severe
bacause these African parents and students have made immense efforts
and sacrifices for their education. ILet us hope the pwidshment
will be modified, The fact th.t the Senate meetings of the College
have lasted so long encourages the hope thet some professors and
lecturers have bsen wging moderation and caution., This would be
in the interests not only of the Collsge's survival but also of the
Government'!s long-term relations with African leaders, inside as well
as outside South Africa,"

On September 15, the Sunday Express reported that the University
of Natal SRCs withdrew from the Fort Hare protests, "The president
of the SRC at Durban, Mr Peter Behr, said that he and the Maritgzburg
SRC president, Mr Pat S5tilwell, had been invited to go but neither
could attend because of 'an important prior arrangement', The

NBAS president reported that telesgrams of suwpport had been received
from the Wwtal campuses, and that a number of Pietermaritzburg
students participated in the teach-in and Stewart Memorial protest.m

Not Interested

The Dgly Dispatch of Sentember 16 alleged that the chairman of the
Advisorv Council of the University Collsge of Fort Hare, Mr 5.5.
Gugzena, of Zwelitsha, near King Willianm's Town, was not interested
in discussion of the suspension of 200 Fort Hare students, mnir
Guzana it was stated had not attended two meetings of his council.
The last wns on Friday", Only three members attended that mesting.
The aix other members did not attend. The report suggested that
the boycott by the three Transkeian members "was interpreted as

a gign the Transkei Government did not want to have the iassue
discussad by the Advisory Council, but wanted it to be taken wp at
a higher level,™




Universgity Christi‘n lMovement

The apparent link between the UCH and the sit-in — the 17 were alleged
to have attended the WM confersnce at Stutterheim in July - was
denied by a Fort Hare student in an interview with the Daily Dispatch
of tho same issue, The student cited the non-interference by

Rectors at other African culleges as proof. '"To ssy we were respon-
gible for the signs was just an indirect attack on ICM, There has
been a lot of spyinz ~% For® Harc and the Rectrr was given wrong
information., We knous of instances where the father of one student
was fetched from his home ani his son was asked in his presence to

be a Special Branch informe:- on the campus, He was nffered a
scholarship., He de« insd," the student said,

The report continued: "King William's Town students who have been
suspended were quizzed by the Special Branch las! week., A leading
educationalist, who preferred his name nnt ton be disclosed, said the
t rouble at Fort Hare sterned from the misunderstanding which existed
between two house wardens and thelr charges. iWhereas Fort Hare is
supposed tn be run on ethnic lines, the two wardens are not Xhosa-
speaking and there has been fiiction between them at the hostels,!
he said,"

Wise Aotion

In an editorial on Sepiember 16 the Daily Dispatch commented:
"Student leaders acied wicely this weekend in deciding against a
mass visit to the compus of Fort Hare Urmdversity for the purpose of
protesting to the Hector against the expulsion of a large number cf
African students,.., This was dicteted in part by the knowledge that
the police had made extensive preparations on the strength of the
original plan for a mass descent on the Fort Hare campus, And
perhaps they realised that the original intention went beyond what
could be regarded as reasonable limits four a student protest. Those
limits have traditionally been demonstrations on the home campus and
orderly processions or viglis in tae airsets of the wdversity's
home towr.

In view of the dimindshed natwre of the protest, it is regretable -
but not surprising in the light of the Govermment's intimidatory
tactics against students generally - that the security police went
out of their way to intimidate a handful of students vho laid a
wreath and also went so far as to confiscate films from Press
photographers., In the defused s’ bYuation browht about by the good
sense of the studen's, 1lhe pelice could reasonably have been expected
to let the students lay their wrzath without hindrance, merely
standing by to see that nothing untoward happensd. Instead they
used their notebooks and camsras as implements of intimidation,"

Follow=Up: Students Detained

reported that five University of Hatal students were detained by
geven umformed police and fouwr members of the Special Branch at the
Fort Hare protest., "The five students entered the access road to
the memorial not knowing that the access road was on land wwmed by

the Bantu Trust and that the other students had used an access through
land of the Fed=ral Seminary, They were immediately stopped by the
police for trespassing and had their names teken. They complained
that they did not lmow that they were on private property and were %
told earlier that the gereral public often use the access road

whthout permission to get to the memorial,
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"The police sventually let them go after confiscsting a private letter
written by a girl to her sister overs._.s. A receipt for the letier
was given on request, On arrival at the site of the monument,
Colonel Steyn, Chief of Police in East London, asked one of the
atudents if the protest would be orderly. He was assured that it
would be 80,... The students then made their way back to Grahamstowm.
On the way through town one Rhodes student stopped at the gates of
the University Collegze of Fort Hare where he laid a spray of flowars
in front of- the entrance gate, He was immediately stopped by
wiiformed police who emerged from behind a hedge, His name was
talken as he was alleged to have trespassed on private property. Ie
was then allmwed to return to Grazhamstown."

Acting Prineipalls Action

Another report paid tribute t- the Acting Principal of Rhodes
University, Prof R.K.J. Antonissen, ssying that he aveided serious
trouble by prompt and effective action., After the official convep
was called off "it became evident thet a considerabls group of
dissanters, composed largely of students who had come to Rhodes fren
other centres, were determined to proceed with plans of their own,
(After a discussion with the president of the Rhodes SRC, Mr Peter
Herris, Prof Antonessen issued a statement which was cireulated to
students on the campus at 11.30 pm. on Fridey evening.

"It read as follows: 'I% haos come to ny notice that tension is
mounting and feelings are runming high in connection with the student
protest over the Fort Hare isswe. 1 appreciate the .decision

taken at a meeting of the student body of Rhodes University tonight
to cancel the motorcade to Alice which was plammed for Saturday
morming., It would be deplerabls if the effect of this wise
decision were to be undermned through irresponsible action by
individuals, either students or members of the publie, I therefors
call on the common sense of all not to indulge in any unlawful act
or to provoke in any, nor to retaliate to provocation, whatever its
source,'"

Call for End to Protest

Also in the same issue of the newspaper, the IMBAS President, Dunean
Innea, called for an end to protests on the Fort Hare issue. IHe
sedd:

"The students! week-long protest has achieved its purpose. We havs
voiced our indignation against a sh-cking system of education and
against a sheckdng action. VWe Imve shown the general public what is
happening within universities in South Africa today. I would advisa
all campuses to cease their present form of protest. Cur protests have
besn opposed by the Government and broken up by the police, but

despite this intolerance studsnts have continued to make their vaices
heard and their courage here cannot be disputed, Whils I would

c~11l on students to ceasa their protests I do not want them to cease
their efferts to assist those students sugpended froa Feort Hare,

It seems likely that some students maoy not be allowed Back to

study at the college, If this is so then I feel it is the
responsibility of students throughout South Afriea to ses that they
are not demied the proper education they deserve. 4 fund will be
orgemised among studemts so that these suspende’ students may centinue
their education, The sacrifice of thoae who were suspended will not
be forgotten and I feel sure the campuses will respond willingly to
this scheme, If any suspended student is denied re-entry to Fort
Hare could they please contact NIEBAS Head Officé giving all relevant
particulars and every effort will be made to assist them,"
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"iir Andrew Murray, Deputy Vice-President of NBAS, saw Saturday's
proteat as followa: 'That an ineident did not happen doas not mean
it could not have happened. The change in tactics was wise and I
believe that in terms of achievement that a dignified and simple
ceremony showsd the lesvel to which lsitimate demccratic student —_-»
protest has been pushed, The presence of so many police with caueraa
is their usuel reaction to stulent disagreement with e particular
saction of ideolozy'", the report concluded,

Deputation to Education Department

The Star reported on September 16: '"The African people of South
Africa can i1l afford to have their future leadets and the cream of
their youth suspended as has happensd at Fort Hare University College,"
ssid Dr D.P.P. Maroten, a founder and exscutive member of the
Association Far the Educational and Cultural Advancement of Afrieans,!
A deputation from the Assocciation had just heen to the Bantu Educotion
Department Secretary, Dr H.J. van Zyl, whenDr Maroten said this,

The deputation asked for the readmission of the students. Dr
laroten went on: "It is obvious the students have grievances and

ths root causes of these griavances should be arrived at constitut—
ionally not through the use of police and dogs, It is a matter for
educationalists not politicians,®

Dr Maroten said the ASSECO deputation was wery imnressed with the
helpfulness of Dr van Zyl who promised to telephone Fort Hare and
try to have the students reinstated immbdiately, the report said,
The deputation also asked for a commission of inquiry at the college.
Dr Maroten said: "This should have been done immediately. Tha
normal work of the university should not ve stopped by either stud-
ents or staff, The eyes and hopes of all South Afrieca's African
people are »n these students,”

Ejgggents and Headmissicn

On Monday September 16, ths Hector of Fort Hare issusd this statement:
"After dus consultation with 211 the authoritative bodies concernsd
the couneil of the University College of Fort Hare resolved to

issus the following statement: 'A11 students who wish to return to
Fort Hare may apply for readmission immediately. Students must not
return to the undversity college until they have been personally
informed by the ragistrar of the procedure to be followed,
Applicarions already rec~ived will be considered without delay.

Those who have not yet applied are advised to do so telegraphically,
No spplications for readmission received after the 26th September will
ba considered!! the statement concluded,

The MBAS President replied to this statement in the Daily Dispatch
and HRand Daily Mail of September 17, His reply read: "I was
very pleased to hear - the news that all sihspended studants could anply
for readmission to Fort Hare, This solution to an uely problem
seems to me to be a reasonable one and I am plsased to see that the
Fort Hare authorities are attempting to enrcl the students without
delay, I feel it i3 vital that students should be allowed to
return to their stulies as soon as possible, Tt is now essential
th=t 211 student protasts at the other wdversities cesase,

We proteated in an attempt to gain the readmission of the suspended
students and it seems likely that our aim will be rsalised. Any
further protest against the Fort Hare authorities would seem to
be wnfair as I think they are maldng every effort to rectify the
situwation. I hope that a_l applications will be favourably
considered, so that then this unfortunate issue may be eclosed. I
am prepared tn offer assistance to any students who are not re-
admitted but I feal this may not be nacessary.
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Editorial Comment

The Rand Daily Majl commented editorially on September 17: "It
sti11 pays to speak up against injustice - even in South Afriea
under a govermment singularly ill--disposed towards protest in any
form, Certainly the dissenting = ~"s of %the Bnzlish-gpucidnz
universities are entitled to feel taat tf.eir demonsfratdons avtdinet
mass suspension of African students at = ort Hare have achieved their
urpose in focusing public attention on the harsh sction taken," The
editorial discussed the protests and why they were called, It went
on: M"Instead they will concentrate on helping any African students
refused readmssion to continue with their education, This is
surely a constructive and human tarian approach which may undo some
of the harm done by the suspensions, The lifting of the Fort Hare
suspensions may have come anyway but it is some reward for their
efforts.”

An editorial in the Cape Argus on September 17 concluded: "It does
not follow that all who seek readmission will gain it, but this is a
realistic attempt to solve a difficul* problem,”

On the same date an editcrial in the Cape Times (also of Cape Town)
commented: "The suspension f 200 out of a total of 461 locks
uncommonly like a tobal bres-down in confidence and communication,
This in an institution as important as Fort Hare is an extremedy
serious thing for the country. Fort Hare is educating the futube
laaders of South African African population, not only those who will
live and work in the Republic, but those who will serve and lead the
Transkedi,

"The current ferment amoug students all over the world has probably
commidcated itself to the African students as well, The ferment
doss create exasperations for wiversity and college authorities all
over the worlds, On the whole it has, we think, been found that
student restlessness is bolter controlled with the snaffle than the
ewrb, We hope we are right in interpreting the latest reports from
Alice as indieating a desire to get the troubls sorted out so that
studies can restart,"

Official View: de Wet's Statement

The offiecial view of the circumstances which led to the sit—in was
published in the Daily Dispateh of September 20. It is necessary to
print their statement in its entirety to contrast it with the views

of students and others quoted before,

Prof de Wet said: "So marny misrepresentations either by reporters
or by students have appeared in the daily press in comnection with
the recent events at the Undversity College of Fort Hare that the
wiversity eollege authorities consider it to be in the intereats of
truth and of a well-informed public to put the factual events in
proper perspactive,

"It must be made clear at the outset that demonstrations actually
gtarted during the night of Avgust 9, 1968, only three weeks after
commencement of the second semester when slogans were painted on the
walls of the Great Hall, Demonstrations were continued on August 10
when the investiture of the Rector, Profes Jotl, de Wet, who had
essumed duty on July 1, was boycotted by all but a very few students,
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"On this occasion a grouwp of students which had assembled near the
hall greeted the visitors, the guest speaker and other digmitaries
with hissing. TUp to this stage the authorities were not aware of
anything which might have given rise to this kind of behaviowr by
the students, All the complaints which have been brought by students
can be refuted, The so-called "Hunger Week' was indeed allowed., A

great mmber of interviews between individusl students and the Rector
were allowed and tock place,

"The members of the IMCA were advised not to stage a concert to raise
funds because the college itself would provide the necessary funds,
besides which it has been the accepted policy for some years to limit
social functions duwring the second half of the year to a minimum,

"The notice that participation in the WM is not allowsd a Fort Hare
only appeared after the strike had already commenced.

Charmels of Commumication

"Allegations regarding the lack of chammels of commundcation between
the Reci:cr and the students can be refuted as follows:

n1) Although in the nature of things it is not always possible
for the Reotor of an institution of this sort who is
ﬂﬂﬂﬂtﬂ.nﬁlﬁ- busy with administrative work to have unlindted
direct izl immediate contact with students and while the
gg_a_m;l_.it of such direct contact in a university j,
problemstics the ‘students at the Umversity C ollege of Fort
Hare have easier access to the Rector than is poesible at
mogt other wriversities., Appointments with 'I:.he Hector can
be made at any time anl sives the present Rector assumed
duty many students have nvailed themselves of the priwvilege,

w

"2} Although the University College authorities have for many -
years expressed the wish that the stulonts selsct a Students!
Representative Council, the ﬁt@ ta Erafeg not to do 89
ai nce such chosen amhars 1 gl lej be victimised.
Where disciplinary steps ha.ve haen t.a]mn such parar.:rns in the
past it was never taken against them in their personal
capacity as individuals who had contravened the regulations

of the college. The suthorities are still very anxious that
such a couneil should exdist,

Iisison Committee

"3) Apart from this there is in existénce at the University
College a liaison Comittee composed of five sernior members

of staff, The function of this committee is to establish
contact with students, to listen to whatever problems the
latter may have, and to bring these to the attention of the
authorities, Thi~ pariicular chammel of commundication has

in the past been made use of in a satisfactory manner., Even
during the recent events the students who had been ealled in
by the Rector on August 19, 1968, reported their case to the
Idaison Comittee and after lengthy discussion and negotiations
they declared that they.were completely satisfied, As far

as the liaison Commdttee was concerned the matter was thereforw
closed, especially since these students gave the assurance that
they did not intend to lodge further complaints or to take

any further action in this regard.
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Committees

") The committees of the various societies regularly approach
the BRector with requests relating to the organisation and
needs of tholr respective speieties. Swuch deputations
have alwsys been received with the greatest sympathy end
in a spirit of co-operation. In actual fact committees
of the Science Society, the English Dramatic Society, the
Xhoga Dramatic Society and Soccer Club and others have over
the last two months established contact with the Hector
and been given funds and assistance,

Allegations of Students

"5) The nllegotion Ty stdonis *hat cormmicatiosn channols
do not exist is also contradicted by the fact that whenever
a specific need has arisen they have always been able to
find a channel or a body through which the desired conbtact
could be made, On August 27 this year the joint hostel
comni ttees organised themselves into a delegation to
request the Rector to give them permission to hold a mass
meeting to make arrangements for the Spring Ball,
Permission was duly granted by the Rector,

"Afterwards it appeared that the main item of discussion at this mass
meeting was the orgamisation of the sit—down strike of Septenber 5.
When the students were invited to send a delegation to him teo

discuss their problems they declared they were a 1leaderless group!
and that it was therefore impossible for them to send a delegation.
On September 6, when the time given for the sending of a deputation
had already expired, the students sudderliy found it possible to
elect a deputation which requested that the Rector give them a
hearing,

Breach of Faith

M4 matter which has thus far either been kept quiet by the Press or
soft—pedalled is the flagrant breach of faith committed by the
suspended students, Shortly before the time set in the wWltimatwm
expired at 12 noon all the strildng students went to their residences
and signed a pledge whereby they undertook to cease all forms of
demonstration, to resume their academic work, to adhere strictly

to the discipline of the umiversity college,

"Tmmediately after confirming this pledge with their sigmatures
the students broke it by continuing with the strike. Fort Hare
authorities are loth to regiment students,

S ¢ Much Money

"On the other hand so mach is being done for the students and so

much money is being spent on the institution that the defeat of the
primary aim and objuct of the college cannot be allowed., In thias
connection it may be mentioned that the expenditure per astudent is
R1.490,00, that bursaries amounting to R4,891,260are available for
279%9students and that R19,434 of this amount is granted by the Stats,"

Fress Mj anta

The DRily Dispatch replied in an editorial on the same day: WIf
there have been any misreprasentations by reporters, the blame rests
squarely on the uwdversity authcoritiss. "Hepeated attempts were
made by representatives of this newspaper to get the official view
of what happened,
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"The Rector and others in cherge at the University were communic—
ative wp to a2 point, Bui they chose not to say as much as they
could have said and ¢L1d have said., So the reporters were left
to ferret out what they could and to report as accurately as they
could on the scan'y facts available to them. It is well recogmised
in newspaper work that a reporter cannct hope to present all facets
of a sgituation if he canmnot get 211 the facts, It is also an axiom
that if nothing is published until officialdom chooses to reveal the
facts, the likelihood is that nothing will ever be published and the
public will be left in the dark,

"Hence the Press, as a matter of public interest, published such facts
as could be obtained in the belief that as far as they went, they were
correct, If the Rector feels that the publiecity which EI"DEE from
the events at Fort Hare has had a damaging effect, we can only say

it could have been avoided to a large degree if he had made yester-
day's statement at the time of the ecccuwrrences,"

21 Students Not Accepted Bagk

On October 5, the Rector cg)Fc:rt Hare announced (according to the
Daily Dispatch of that date) that all but 21 of the suspended students
had been accepted for readmission to the college, With the excep-
tion of those 21 all the remaining suspended students were back at

the college, The report added that altogether 296 students had

been suspended,

Bishoo's Stetement: "I Can No Longer Keep Silent,,,"

On October 8, the Bishop of Grohamstown, the Right Reverend Gordon
Tindall, personally delivered a letter to Professor de Wet protesting
against the treatment of the 21, The open letter was published in
full in the Dajly Dispatch of October 8,

Miscarriage of Justice

The letter says: "Now that it has becoms clear that at least more
than 20 students have been permanently exeluded, I can no longer
keep silence and as a Church leader of a large mmbar of people
(including many Africans) in the Eastern Cspe and Border, I protest
what seems to me to be a miscarriage of justice, by which hundreds
of people have suffered, families have been divided, and the careers
of some young men and women of promise have been permanently blighted.
Every instftution rmuust have rules, and diseipline must be maintained.
But it is not true that the events of September é would not have
happened if you had been willing at any time since you became Rector
in July to meet the student body and address them and listen to them,

"You may reply that you would not meet the student body while they
were disobeying College rules by refusing to attend lectures: but is
it not true that this mass protest arose because of the way in which
ecertain of them had been treated? Many at Fort Hare are comvineced
that the students neither had or have any personal amimus against

you, &8 Hector, They wished merely to meet you and be heard,

After daubing of slogans on the walls of the college = an action which
1 deplore = 17 of them were ecalled before you, You warned then

that they would be held responsible for any future trouble that might
cccur in the College.
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Discipline Committee

"Theay asked to be brought before a diseipline committee and have
formal charges laid against them, But this was not done, They
saw the Iiaison Commttee, the only crgan of commumication between
staff and students in the College, They were assured, on your
authority, that there would be no victimisation, *“hortly afterwards
four of them were taken for interrogation by the Security Branch.

Is it not the case that the mass student protest arcse out of these
facts, and that the sole puwrpose of the sit-in was to persuade you,
by peaceful and dignified means, to meet the student body and listen
to their grievances?

Christian Ethic

"id not some of your own staff ndvise you to do this? In the event
you decided to enforde discipline on your terms. The students had
to sign a document requiring them to return to their studies imediat-
ely and obey the College rulesr those who did not sign would be
gugspended, Faced by a threatensd split in their solidarity the
students decided that all would sign and all resume the sit-in,
Judged by an abstract standard of Christian ethic this was wrong: 1
mist maintnin thet no one should sign a document if one intends not
to abide by its provisions, however much I may understand why the
students took this line., But there was no cpportunity for a
dispassionate discussion of the course of mection they should follow,

Informers in Their Midst

"They knew that informere were in their midst, and they were faced by
a demand for unconditional surrender with no hope suggested that,

if they returned to their studkes, their grievannces would be listensd
to and themselves treated with fairness. The outcome we knows  the
arrival of the police with dogs and tear-gns equipment: +the caln and
quiet behaviowr of the students in terrifying cirecumstances; their
removal under police escort to their hostels, thence in buses away
to railwey stations far from Alice, and so, under conditions of hard-
ship, without food or monsy, by train to their hones - there to weit
while their future wns decided, After nenrly a fortmght of

agard sing uncertainty, the majority of them received telegrams
instructing them to apply for readrission and to return accompanied
by their parent or guardian.

Financial Burden

"No doubt you considered the financial burden this imposed #n their
families, and also the humiliation of young men and women being
treated this way., Now the majority of the students are back but I
learn that more than twenty are not to be readmitted,

"No reason has been given to those students for their expulsion,

"o chance has been given to them to defend themselves against formal
chargas before a discipline committee of the College.

"In fact, precisely what the students most feared and guarded againast
has happensd — the victimisation of a small minority who are labelled
and condemned as agitatdrs,

"Ta not this why the students refused to send a delsgation - because
of what happened to the seventeen earlier, bseause of whatithey feared
would happen to such a delegation?



Precisely because of this the student body refused to =2llow
Christian student volunteers to form a delegation although the
Chaplains, in their efforts to negotiate a reconciliaticn, had
persuaded some of the Christian students to make this offer,

Apparent Vietimisation

"Mi111 not the readmitted students feel unhappy (to say the least)
by this apparent vietimisetion of their fellows? I cannot inmagine
that the present atmosphere a2t Fort Hare is eonducive to study,

in these circumstances,

"S5ir, I appeal to you to do what only you can do to heal these
hurta,

"It must still be possible for you to reeall the excluded students,
and bring them before a disciplinary cormittee, Failing that, may
they not be allowed to write their exnminations under the Unmiversity
of South Africa in February?

"As for those now at College, will yomu not meet them at all, address
them and ldsten to them?

"Can you not assure them of your protecticn against arbitrary
interrogoti-n by the police?

MWill you not tell them that you will not countenance any system of
informers because it destrops community spirit, and mekes it
impossible for your College to funetion as s true University?

"I understand that you have drawn attention to the large amounts of
money the Government has spent wpon the College, to the fine new
buildings and the increased facilities for study, We can all be
glﬁ.d about this,

Spirit of Free Inquiry

"But a widversity does not depend only on adequate buildings and a
compitent staff,  The basis -of a true university lies in a spirit
of free ingury:in an atmosphere in which the value of each member
of it, ns a human being, is respected and safeguarded., By its
very nature a wiversity is concerned with human relationshipa,

"Some of your students have sacrificed their future in what is
essentially a protest on behalf of human digmity. I appenl to
you, sir, because I know you will recogrmise the spivit in which
this letter is framed, in the neame of Christ, to find a way of
understanding and reconeciliation. If you will do this you will
win more than mere respect: you will win the loynlty of all whom
you have been appointed to serve,"

Religble S

Rhodgg on October 10 elaimed that "a reliable source" had informed
them that 15 of the 21 students refused rendmission "were gome of
the students who were originally cited by the Rector as being
leaders of the sit-in, This means that the Rector has more or
less succeeded in his originnl aim of eliminating the leaders by
intimidation, A mmber of the 21 students refused readmission
are in their final year,"



Rectorls Assurance

On October 9, the Daily Dispateh reported that the 21 would be allowed
to write exams, "This - .-wrance was given yesterday by the Reetor

of the eccllege, Prof J.M. de Wet, and the Secretary for Bantu
Edugcation, Dr U.J. van Zyl, to = grouwp of African leaders cnd parents
at a meeting at the offeces of the Jchannesburg Cheif Bantu Affairs
Commissioner.

"The assurance came after Mr T.M. Moerans and Mr P.Q. Vundla had
urged, on behalf of the African community and parents, the 21
students be readmitted and a commission of inquiry be appointed to
lock inte the root cause of st :dent dissatisfaction at Fort Hare,

"Prof de Wet said he was prepared to allow the students to sit for
their end -of —year examinations, He feared thare might be trouble
at the Umiversity College if they were readmitted this ye~r, He
also rejected the idea of 2 commission of inquiry, saying such a
step could be undertaken by his university. He was, however, to
have a parents! advisory body formed to act as a link between
parents and the college,”

Reasong for Nob Writine

The Evening Post of Hovember 1 carried a report giving the reasons
why scme of the 21 students were not writing their exams as arranged
by the college, They were refused permission to write their
exardinntions in February, "The Registrar of Fort Hare, Mr J.H. du
Preez, said in an interview recently the University of Scuth Africa
under which Fort Hare candidates wrote their examinaticns, granted
such permission only to students who had taken ill at exarination
tine,

"y New Brighton student who is not writing his exarminations said
they wrote to the Registrar as follows:

"o appreciate the gesture but regret to inform you that we find it
impossible to write because: we have been absent from college for

a lengthy period and have lost valuable time; we miss essential
end-of —year revision with the assistance of lecturers; our notes

are incomplete vecause we left before the end of the acnderde year
and did not complete the syllabus; we do not have all the prescribed
books and adequate library facilities; the decision to allow us to
write came too late. We received notices on Octcber 17, time-
tot-les on October 19 and examinations were scheduled to stert on
October 22; if we write now, we are bound 4o feil., We shall there-
fore be excluded on ascademic grounds and we will have to forfeit

our bursaries," said the letter, The request was turned doem", the
report concludes.,

Systen ot Workable

fn October 9 SAPA reported (printed in Da¥ly Dispatch of the same
date ) that the United Party M.P. for Kensington, Mr P.A. Moore,
described the Fort Hare system was not workable., The report said
that Mr Moore had felt that:

"Non-White students should have been given a much better share in
the control of the non-White eolleges, The system of a Buropean
sgnate and a non-Burcpean advisory committee was simply 'not o
workable system,' ~ - ' .1 been pointed cut to the Govermnment by
the investigating commission at the time of founding of the colleges.
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"If they were considered capable of governing the Transkel unsided,
then surely they were capable of having a joint say in the affairs
of their own colleges,"

C Rejecta M

(n October 25, the Daily Dispatch reported that the conference of the
+ Ch of South Afrieca, meeting in Bloemfontein, had
rejected the motion that "this conference....views with alarm the
suspension of more than 200 students and subsequent dismissal of 2]
gtudents fron the Undversity College of Fort Hare - for what was
obviously a trivial offence - had hardly merited such drastic action,"

A delegate to the conference, Dr D,W, Bandey, head of the 'Federal
Theological Seminary at Alice, said that the sufgestion that there
was any reel danger was a "corplete fabrication," He said that "he
was in the thick of things and noticed no bad treatment by anybody
and anyone, He was nost impressed by the fast that students stood
still and were well behaved while the police carried out their
routine duties, The conference decided that the president and Dr
Bandey would try to see the Rector of the University to discuss the
matter as they fully appreciated his problems,m

Sec S 5 i

On October 22, the Daily Uispatch réported: "With Fort Hare students
in the middle of their end-of-year examinations, slogans have again
been scrawled on the walls of the college buildings., Starting at
the administration block and extending the full length of the library
building slogans read "We want 21", "Away with Potchefgtroon scun',
"Stamp out police informers or else", and "Academic freedon'.

Miuthorities say it is not certain vhether Fort Hare students or
outside agitators are responsible for the slogans., lLast week a
delegation of students met Profes e Wet, Reotor of Fort Hare,
with a petition requesting the readmission of the 21 expelled students
after an hour-long discussion conducted in a friendly atmosphere,
Professor de Wet stressed this matter had received full consideration
by all the authorities concerned, and the decision of the goverming
council not to readmit the students was final,"

Students Removed

Nothing more was heard until a dramatic front page lead report in the
Daily Dispatch headed STUDENIS TAKEN FROM F(RT HARE, on November 6,
It read: "The Bishop of Grahamstown, the Right Rev., Gordon Tindall,

yesterdsy called for an explanation of the whereabouts of a growp of
Fort Hare students who, he said, ‘had been removed from the college
by the police. In a signed statement handed to a representative
of the Daily Dispatch .here yesterday afterncon, the Bishcp sedid:

" On Saturday last or Sunday morming at perhaps 1 am, two or three
am, some students at Fort Hare Unversity Gnl]gga were apprehended
by police and taken to unknown destinations. ome were relensad,
and some were rearrested. The picture is confused, bubt it secems
that there are Fort Hare students, perhaps ‘six, maybe more than that,
who are in the hands of the police,

"Nobody knows where they are

"Nobody knows why they have been taken,
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¥It may be they are suspected men, but what is the reason for the
secrecy? One of them has students who live in Eemberley, who
travelled to Alice to find out the charge against their son and to
find his whereabouts, They were given no information and told to
return to their homes,

Wickedness

Students from Fort Hare were told by the police if they asked
questionas about those detained they themselves might be detained,

'On what grounds? There is a Supreme Court!
'Is there a Supreme Police Station?
'I do not condone wickedness,

tIf the men are guilty of crimes against the State they must be
apprehended and purashod,

'What erimes are these men to be charged with, and will they come
before the courta?

YIf I were the father of one of these boys, I should want to know
his whereabouts and the chargs against him, I am the father of
one (at least) of these students,

Father in God

¥One of them, I am told, is Hope Jamnda, and as his father-in-God
I confirmed him a few weeks ago, when he promised seriously to
renounte evil, to believe in Jesus Christ and to keep God's

C ommandments,

'T pannot believe he did not keep his promise, and that is why I

have the right to ask where he is and what the police are doing with
him, I have lost Hope, and I want to know where to find him, Signed:
Gordon Grahanstown.®

'According to information received in Grahamstown, the following
incidents have hagppened at Fort Hare over the week-end, The
trouble apparently stems from the slogans painted on the walls of
the University Collsge about two weeks ago, but this is by no means
clear, The slogans appeared on October 21, These read: 'We want

21e Address us or resi A with Nazi tactics, lscturers or
Jeugbond, !

"At this stage the Rector, Professor J.M. de Wet, made no response
to these slogans in has official capacity.

"o student meetings were called, no statements were made concerning
the slogans and he took no overt action,

Eolice on Campus

"On Setonday, November 2 at 3,00 am three police cars - two with

0B registrations and one with a CE registration - entered the campus
and took three students sway. They were Ishepo Lekhela of Beda Hall,
Victor Bapbani of Wesley Hall and Winston Amos of Wesley Hall,
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"Mr Amos was brought back between 6,00 am to 7,00 am as he had to
write an examination at 9,00 am, He reported he had been held at
the loeal charge office,

"Wictor Bambani was also dwe to write an examinati on but was not
allowed to do so. At 10,30 pm Mr Bambani's parents n.rriv$d from
Kyberley to see their son, This was a normal visit, hey were
told that he had been taken away by the police during the might.
The werden advised them to see the Rector as he could give them no
further informatdon,

"They telephoned the Hector who reported the matter was no longer in
his hands, telling them the police were now in charge, He advised
them to see the police.

"At midnight that might, Mr Bambami's father saw the poliee but was
given no further information, The police allegedly began to question
him and advised him to go home, They accompanied him to his ear,

Detajned Again

At this stage Mr Amos was taken into detention agsin. He had been
waiting in the car, At 1,00 am the police arrived on the campus
and took two more students into detention. They were Mr M, Tena

and Mr J, Ntsebenga.

At 1,00 am on Monday the police arrived again and detained Mr Hope
Jamnda,

"On Monday morming police detained Mr Simon Babusela.

"Un Monday at 4.00 pm three police cars arrived agsin with Mr Bambani
and entered Wesley Hall, where they appeared to search his room,
They returned again with each of the other students singly, entered
their respective residences and appeared to search their rooms,

They did this with the exception of Mr Tshepo,

"He has not been seen since his detention,

"At 6,15 pm, the police arrived with Mr Bambani again and entered

the science department for a while., During the weekend fellowing,
atudents went to the police station to inguire about the seven who
had been detained, On Saturday at middny one grouwp of three students
were told 1t _the police ion i bout n

or where they were,
Negative Information

"The same negative information was offered to other groups who inguired.
However, as that group of three left the station they inqured again
about the -seven from some African constables and an Afriean plein
clobhes policeman, The latter reported they also knew nothing but
had instructions to detain any fellow students who came to inquire.

He encouraged them to-leave as soon as possible, Some of these
students have been detained for more tham 80 hours and no one knows
on what legal basis - whether they have been arrested or are detained
under 180 days or the Terrorism Act."

Refused to Commgent

On November & the Evening Post reported that Professor de Wet had
refused to comment cn the detention of the seven students, "'"The
matter is in the hands of the police, It iz sub judice, I have
no coment to make,! Prof de Wet said., Asked if he could reveal
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the number of sidents detained by the poliee, he said:s 'I know,
but T am not going to tell vou.! '

"Asked what the chances are of the students writing their examinntion
should they be released by the police within the next day or two, Prof
de Web replied: 'I conld not say, I have not given the matter

any thought,!

"Whew. asked if it was feasible for them to write later he repeated
his previous answer,

"Police in East London refused to comment and a spokesman said: 'It
is out of cwr hands, Arny informstion on this matter must come from
Pretoria,l

"The Head of the Security Branch, Brigadier Venter, was not
available for comment today. The Press Iiaison Officer, Cols Kriek,
anid the police were not prepared to say anything about Fort Hare
students at the moment."

Editorial Comment

The Daily Dispatch on November 8 chrmented editorially: "This week
when the Reetor of Fori Hare was asked about the seizing of several
students, he said he could make no comment as the matter was sub
Judice, What is this country coming to? Matters are only sub
judice (under judgement) when they are before the courts — at least
after a charge has leen mnde., A4 matter is not sub judice simply
because a politician or = pcliceman decided to Tteke someone in' or
even simply because an arrest has been made, So until a charge has
been made, anyons is eniitled tec say anmything to find out or comment
on why a peracn or perschs should suddently be missing, believed
arrested,"

On November 7 the Daily Dispatch reported that the pclice had not.
revealed the whereabouts of the students, The report quoted the
Head of the Sacurity Police in East London, M: J Kruger, as

saying: 'Can say nothing about the arrest and suggest you contact
Brigadier Venter in Pretcria for any information you require.!

oli S o

On November € the Daily Dispatch reported again on the police secrecy,
It concluded: M"ilthough the students were detained four days ago,
none of them has appesred in court for a formal remand, In terms

of the lawa of the country, any person who has been arrested by

the police must be charged in n cowrt of law within 48 howrs of his
arrest, unless he is being held under the 180-day Detention Act,M

Six days later on November 14 the Daily Dispateh earried a report
of an interview with the Comdssioner of Police, General J.P., Gous,
There was nc further information on the detention of tle students,
General Gous said they were being kept in custody while "eertain
allegations against them are being investigated,"

The report went on: "It wns against police poliey to divulge the
wicrouiouis ~® reonle in custody. Charges against the students would
be formulated by the public prosscutor conéerned as soon as
investigations were completed,

fttacks Press

General Gous attacked recent Fress reports cn the students'! arrest
and geid the impression had been created that they had disappeared
without trace, '"Some pecple may even interpret Press reports as
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insimuation that the students are dead," he said., "I can assure
everyone soncerned they are well, and are being kept in safe custody.”
A spokesman for the police here said yeaterday he could give no
further information on the students,”

In the same issue of the Dajly Dispatch it was reported that the
president of NUBAS had appealed to the Minister of Police, lir 5.L,
Muller, and the authorities at-the University College of Fort Hare
"t5 see to it that the seven detained students were either released

"Mr Innes said: 'I think it is absurd that a country which clains
to live by the rule of law can allow such a blatant disregard of
human rights to pass wmgquestioned, If the police feel they hawve
reason to believe these students guilty of crime, then they must be
charged. To allow this sort of action, where people cgn be held
indefinmitely by the police is to allow the country to become a
police state,'”

Charged in Court
Then on Novermber 19 the Daily Dispatch reported: "Seven Fort Hare

students were charged in the Magistrate's Court here yesterday with
malicious injury to property.

"All pleaded guilty.

"The atate led evidence of damage done to the University College of
Fort Hare property and photographs were handed in, Evidence by the
students, who were undefended, was that they were sorry and regretied
their action, They had hot realised the seriousness of the action.

"The Alice magistrate, Mr G, Reynolds, in summing the case and
passing sentence, tock into consideration the evidence of the accused
and said he felt they had been misguided.

F S Sen

Each student was Ean‘t&med to a fine of _ﬂ_mw
: : 2d for three years

on condition the;rwara n{:t comvicted of simlar offences during that
tinme,

"The magistrate alsc ordered the sbudents to W
o R82, or to wdergo a £
8 t, The damage was deacribed as alugangpainted on the
walls of the university."

The Evening Post of the same date reported that the students had
said in court that "they thought it would go no further than the .
" The students, the paper reported, were Ife W

.Eshgmh.{zﬁ}, LL_DEMEL.T_ﬂm E;g} Viet z ; 5 21 )
M&M 24)

D ned for D

"lekhela said it was only sfter their arrest that the full gravity

of the situation hit them, He asked the court to note they had been
detained for 14 days. Tena said he wished to point out that they
had been very co-operative with people who had arrested them, Twelve
photographs were honded in showing slogans which included iy turn
Fort Hare into a police camp®, MAwsy with Nazis", "Stamp out police
and informers or else,..." and "Human dignity. Awsy with Potch,

scum, lecturers and Jeughond,"
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"The Magistrate said the accused had seen fit to deface not only

one but a number of buildings at the eocllege, On the face of it,
action of this nature called for a striet sentence, On the other
hand, the statement by the spokesman of the students, Lekhela, had
not been challenged in any way on behalf of the State, Accordingly,
in imposing a reasoncbly heavy sentence, he had seen fit to suspend
a considerable part of it.,"

On November 20 the Daily Dispatch reported that the Magistrate had
told the students that they were "misguided",

Raise Money for Fines

Also on November 20 the Daily Digpatch said: "Efforts were being
made by Fort Hare Umiversity College students to raise R153 to pay
the fines of seven students convicted of malicious injury to
property. Up to 4.30 pm yesterday, when the offices of the
Magistrate e¢losed, no fines had been paid.

"Tt is understood the students have been removed to the Fort Beaufort
jail,

"Prafessor J.M. de Wet, Rector of Fort Hare, said yesterday the
students would have to apply for readmission to the uwdversity next
year if they wished to continue their studies, But all students,
he said, were required teo do this every year., A university spokes-
man gaid it was belleved some of the convicted stmdents had written
gome of their end-of -year examinations by the time they were
arrested and others had written most of them,"

Church Deplores Action
On November 22 the Daily Dispateh reported: "The method and timing

of police action at Fort Hare, which had greastly unsettled the
student body during the vital examinetion perioed, were deplored at
the last meeting of the Border Council of Churches, a spokesman for
the Council said here yesterdsy, He szid subsequent events had
confirmed the misgivings of the Gouneil, Seven students had been
corvicted of painting slogans on the walls of wrversity bulldings.
It was a childish offence and they deserved their pwdshement,

"But was it necessary te hold them incommuniecando for a fortmight
and to cast a veil of secrecy over their place of detention, he
asked,

"Would the security of the State be undermined if the charge had
been made known imediately and the accused appeared in court for
remand immediately after their arrest?

Eporgency legislation

The use of emergency legislation in a case such as this gave point

to the claim that South Africa had become a police state and served
only to bring it into disrepute, said the spokesman. The blame for
this affair seemed to rest sguarely on the peolice and it was
regrettable the Rector of Fort Hare had been placed in such an awkward
gituation,™

Bdit = WP i of Faapr"
An editoriel in the same issue of the Daily Dispateh commented: "The

Fort Hare Unmiversity College slogan-writing episode is now closed —
at least as for as the law is concerned - but the treatment of the
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seven students imvolved reises a seriocus question about the admine
igtration of the college, These students were so illmsadvised as to
write slogans - some of them highly offensive - on the walls of
buildings on the campus. It is a2 erime to write slogans on walls
in public places in South Africa, The students thus commitied a
crime,

"hat was the result?
"These young men were carted away in the dead of night by the police.
"They were held incommuicando for something like a fortmight.

"They were taken to court and convicted, and each now has a criminal
recard,

"The police presumably acted at the request of the University
authorities, who do not seem to have disapproved of what followed.
And that provokes the question about the way in which this institution
is being administered.

"Ts Fort Hare University College being run on the primeiple of
inculaating fear into the students who attend it?"

Deputation from Johannesbung

On November 29, the w reported that four representetives
aof the Assoc r B on Cult Adwv

i had travelled to see the Rector of Fort Hare at
Llice, The four representatives were: MoTo M s the
vice—chairman of the Association and Editor of the only African
daily newspaper, The World; Mr L,M, Nehlomeludu, = bank manager
from Johannesburg; Mr M. Kwmalo, prinecipal of a secondary school in
Germdston; and Mr LM, Mathabathe, prineipal of a Jchannesburg High
Sehool, The delegation reportedly discussed means of communication
with the college and expressed their gratitude that the 21 expelled
students had been allowed to write their examinations,

Professors Ieave

At the end of the year a number of professors at Fort Hare retired
or left the College.

Whether this has anything to do with the events at the college over
the year is certainly not proved or even likely but there did seen
to be a2 large mmber leaving although there is usually some turnover
of staff at the end of each year.

The Eastern Province Herald on December 3 reported that Professor O,
F, Roun, Professor of Soeial Anthropology for 20 years at Fort Hare,
wos returring to Germamny. Prof Maleolm Giffen, Professor of Bobany,
who came to Fort Hare to start the Botany Department in 1934, wns
retiring in Alice although he was to stay on as a research fellow,

Profegssor 4,J,Ds Meiring, who had been professor of goology since
1938 and the first Afriknans-speaking mayor of Alice, was retdring in
Aliee,

On December 5 the Daily Dispatch reported that sor WD 11,
who during the Fort Hare protests had atbtacked stmdents! protests

mﬂ in ﬁﬂrt’iﬂ'l'l.ln“ R
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On December 6 the Daily Dispetch reported that Prof J,G,0, Smal,
D.Comm,, Professor of Business Economics at Fort Hare, had resigned
to go farming,. "For some yenrs he has been interested in the
intensive rearing of pigs for pork and bacon production,™

G, &, C s Professor of Folitical Science and Dr Jur,
Prafass:::r of Public Admirdstration, had resigned - Prof Grausa to
g2 to the new Rand Mﬂk&nmemﬁvarmmlt (RLU), The report said
two other lecturers had resigmed - one to do medieine st TCT and
ancther to jodn a Kroonstad co-operative,

On November 9, one of the mc:st pc:pular prﬂfusscrs with the students
at Fort Hare, the Reverend 76
reported in t.hF- Daily Eﬂg;bc!} tc- hmre reslgmd as HGE"d c:f the
Department of Ecclesiastical History =nd Missiolesv at Fort Here
to take wp the Cheir of Theology at the Indian University College
in Durban,

This meant that the total of professors resignming cr retiring was
aix,
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EARLY HIST e FORT TY C GE -

Towards the end of October, 1915, a thirty-year-old Scottish M.A.
graduate of Edinburgh University and his wife, arrived at a small,
dusty town in the Ciskei to start a wdversity for the African
peoples in Southern Africa, Although a number of miassionaries,
including Dr James Stewart at whose memorial a number of students
were to lay wreaths and take part in a ceremony in 1968 as a protest
against the sction taken against more than helf the students at the
college, had long called for the establishment of the college and
although a committee had been formed to raise miney for the project,
it was this young Scot, Alexander Kerr, who becamé prineipal and
who was to remain so for the next 32 yesars,

When he arrived at the site of Fort Hare, where British trogps had
fought Xhosa tribesmen in 1846, Dr Kerr (he is an honorary doctor of
Rhodes, South Africa and St Andrews Universities) started the enter-
prise in four or five bungalows - one was to serve as a hostel for

the students, ancther as a classroom and a third to house the principals
Although he had been rejected by the British Army because of defect—
ive eyesight, Dr Kerr was to display the same courage as those soldiers

in the building up of Fort Hare against many - and sometimes, over-
whelming - oddas,

The story of Fort Hare in these early days has been graphically
described in Dr Kerr!s book, "Fart Hare 1915 ~ 1948, The Evolution

of an African College," schuter and Shooter, Pietermaritzburg, 1968,
This book gives a detailed history of Fort Hare, but for the purpose
of this review, only brief extracts will be referred to in order to
illustrate the tradition of the college in the light of recent events.

Mylti-Racigl

The South African Netive College was officially cpened by General
Louis Botha, then Prime Minmister of the Union, in February, 1916,

In that first year, there were eighteen students: sixteen Africon
men, two African women and two White men, One of these was Victor
Poto Ndamase, who is the Paramount Chief of the Western Pondo and who
was the first leader of the opposition Democratic Party in the Transked
Bantustan, It is of intereat to note that from the very beginning
Fort Hare was multi-racial in character, Although the College was
primarily to £ill the need for higher education far African people,
there were students of other races. ILater Coloured and Indian
gtudentas attended the college, although the numbers were restricted,
internally, by a quota system and there were very few White students,
The only other member of the staff at first was an African, Mr

(later Professor) D,D.T., Jabavu. In the early days there was no
racial exclusivensss, as was legislated later in the college's
history,

Independent Thinldng

Then, too, there was early evidence of independent thinlking amongst
the students. Wrote Dr Kerr (page 61): "Problems of adjustment,
however, sometimes did arise, as when a student studying South
African history remarked that it seemed a cuwrious coineidence that
the "Kaffirs! started each and every one of the whole series of
tKaffir! waras, In dealing with the French Revolution also, which
seened to be the staple of the matriculation syllabus in history,
in the days before superior and conterporary examples of revelut—
ionary phenomena were available, it was not impossible for the
sympathies of the teacher and the student to be ranged on opposite
gides, and the same was also truve in regard to those sectlons of
the history of India which were ineludec in the syllabus as part of
the history of the British Empirs,"



Another indication of the tradition that developed =t the college
was the first degreed graduate, one Mr Z,K, Matthews, who was to
lecture at the College, leave the country on an exit permit and die
in exilse in Washingto 28 an ambassador for Botswena, But Mr
Matthew'd life stary is snother story, What iz relevant is that hs
obbained his B.i, degree at Fort Hare in 1924,

Merit

Dr Kerr also makes it elear in his book (e.g. page 152) that at the
college the academic staff was appcinted on the basis of merit without
dstinckion of race, This led to problems when inter—umiversity
commi ttees, particularly between Fort Hare and the University of
South Africa, were established, But, in this respect, the college
seems to have set an early example of one of the basic tenets of
academic freedom, the power to decide who can tench,

Then, there were the graduation speeches, which Dr Kerr quotes in
his bock, This again glves an indication of the Fort Hare tradition
thet was being developed, In 1936 Professor Edgar Brookes spokej

in 1937 the Hon, J,H, Hofmeyr; in 1938 General J,C, Smuts; and in
1941 Mrs Margaret Balliger opened a women's residence, It was not

a deliberate plan, but it did happen,

Lolitics

Meanwhile, the studsnts were moving to a more active participation
in national student life, Dr Edzar Brookes, reviewing Dr Kerr's
bock in the December 1968 issue of the South [frican Outlock, wrote:
"In 1930 Fort Hare was the centre of that great Conference called by
the Students! Christian Asscciation which only just failed to alter
the cowrse of South Africen history., But for the fact that the
Headquarters of the Student Christian Lssociation paniced at the
measure of integration achieved at this Conference, Scuth ifrica
might have been spared some of its sorrows in subsequent years."

Dr Kerr says that 300 delegates attended the conference. He writes
(on page 162): "More than local interest was taken by the Press, not
so much in the subjects discussed, as in the fact that Eurcpean
gtudents and guesta had been accomodated in the College hostels and
all meals had been served in the College without segregation of the
races, In retrospect, this was an early exhibition of the climate,
of opimion which foreshadowed a policy that was to become much more
prominent politically in later years.," ALnd in 1968, the University
Christian Movement (UCM) was banned from the Fort Hare campus,

One further extract on student life from Dr Kerr shows the direction
in which student unrest wes movin (page 240): "Frequent national

or regional conferences were organised, sometimes in co-operation with
gimilar associations in other colleges for Euwropean students,
Occasions were also not wanting in African student life where disputes
gimilar to those that disrupt Ewropesn student crgardsaticons were
repeated at the College, with additional ones peculiar to their own
comurmity life, Bubt many recognised lsaders of opimion lsarned

the arts of debate and discussion in such student meetings. JQs in
White society, also, social and political topics were vigorously
debated, with the usual student propensity to advocate radical
opimions, "

Iike most centres of higher learning, Frt Hare did have its disciplinary
problems, The first ineident was in 1921 over freshers'! initiatdons
when those being inducted did not sppreciste the methods of imitiation
and decided to respond. This led to a clash -~ and initiation was
apparently forbidden,



The second ircident cccurred in Septenber, 1941, The students -
there were over 200 by this stage - demanded the dismissal of the
boarding master because ha had "assaulted" an African woman servant
in the kkitchen, They demanded immediate action by the Leoting
Principal, When this wes not forthcoming, over 75% of the students
boyectted lectures for three days. The collepe authorities refused
to listen to the students until they had returnsd to lectures,

Two students obeyed and ons of these subsequently left the college.
When he applied for readmission this was refused. The remainming
strildng students were fined one pound each "for breach of discipl-
ine"™ and they had to send a letter of spology to the senate, This
was done and the fines were donated to charity, The Couneil
executive found (Kerr; page 242) "that a young girl who was under
notice of dismissal had carelessly, or wantonly, broken crocksry in
the kitchen in the Loerding master's presence and that he had given
her a slap, of which she had complained to some stulents, mapnify-
ing it into a serious assault,. The uncla of the girl, whe is also
employed at the diming hali, +testified to the c-ﬁrructmss of the
boarding master's account u:l." the triviality of the incident," The
boarding master was exonerated - bub he nevertheless resigned at the
end of that yenr.

be on

The third ineident heas an ceiucus oing abcout it, During 1942 the
students of the Anglican Bads Hall remnds a tennmis court whieh had
fallen into disuse, They applied to the hall werden for permission
to play on the cowrt on Sundays. The warden, after consultation,
refused permission on the grounds that it would implicat the other
hostels and that, for this reascn, it would not be "in the intereste
of harmony and gc:c:ld or2cr.”  The students refused to accept his
decision, And a "rebellion" against the warden:and the hall rules
began, Eventually the ddsciplinary comdttes of the senate decided
to suspend those students who did not comply with the hall regulat-
ions, The majority of the students refused to cbey and L5 out of
66 students were sent home, ifter correspondence eith the SRC by
the authorities, the remeining hostels and students did nothing.
Finally all but ten of the students were readmitted., These ten
were, howsver, permitbted to write their exams in 1943,

An official report, quoted by Dr Kerr (on page 245/6) reads: "There
were several disquieting features about these disturbances which
eall for obsorvation, It is disconcerting to find semior students,
some of whom are preparing for the teaching profession, averse to
accepting the discipline of an educational institution and refusing
to head to experienced counsel., It is disconcerting to find that
merbers of a hostel which has been crected by a Chureh in order to
bring higher education within their reach should be so oblivious of
the benefit received that they are prepared to scquiesee in eonduet
designed to meke its working impossible simply because a proposed
innovation was disallowed, It is disconcerting to find that of the
25 students suspendcd for the term, 16 were in reccipt of bursaries
awarded, some of those to the .T.'l.ﬂJ. extent of tuition and meintennnce.
(The othor suspended students were readmiticd after shorter periods
of time,) Other unsatisfactory foatures of both occurrences were
the attempts to achieve decisions by foreible means; the attempts
to rouse public opinion against the authorities by sending exnggerated
and inflammatory accountes to the Press, not accepted, fortunately

in the majority of tha cases; the attempts on the part of some to
enlist tha support of political and trade-union bodies in & matter of
simple, internal discipline; the attempts to misrepresent the issue
in publiec meetings as beins one of religicus freedon instead of a
matter of simple obedience.,”



B AS

Meamwhile, the role of Yori hare students in national student affairs
was having a profound effect won the direction of the National
Urdon of South African Students, which was founded in Bloemfontein
in 1924. The ecenties «ffiliated So NEAS then were the Unmiversity
of Cape Town, University of the Wicwatersrand, Natal University
College, Rhodes Uhive:: 6, Celicsa, University of Stellenbosch,
University of Preboria; Crw Unirersily College (now Undversity of
the Orange Free State ! -ud Pebehef stroam University College,
Section 3,311 of the conssitubion of the National Union read:
Tndividual membership is open to all postdatriculation students,
irrespective of race, colour ¢ cresd at Universities, University
Colleges, Teachera! Lrslining Collages and other such Colleges and
organised bodies as the Stuvdent Legenbly may from time to time admit
to membership." The cbiecte of +the Hational Union were contained
in section two of the ccravitu o 2,1 - To represent the students
of South Afleca nationeily =nd [rnicrmationally and to maintain their
co~operation with the slwnde:rfs of other countries; 2.2 = To defend
democracy in student affaire in tae wriversities; 2,3 - To maintain
and further genuire co-opsratiom, in a girt of tolerance, goodwill
and mutual respect. amor. all stufentz; 2.4 - To uphold the right
of all students %te wect, ssscmbic Lund siudy together on a basis of

academic equalitr-; 2.7 - To promuse the educational and general in
interests of tha stoleals,"

Negrophilism

The Umion flourished in v ‘u2 quasw.on of the admittance of Fort

Hare was raised, although after only five years some of the Afrikaans
spealdng students started talkin: aboub separate racisl cultural
orgamisations, And they st orbed propounding this view, but what
probably finally caused tus V.reak we: ‘he possible admission of Fort
Hare, In August 1932, Guey Undvevoi.y Gollege disaffiliated from
NUBAS, Amongst the resscas lisiec in a staterent by the then SHC

President, Mr P,J, Nexcuosr, was Tiie:r The =pirit and character
which has emerged at :is anwini mestings during the past mine years
has been overvhelmingly nezrophiii-tdie, impsrialistic and liberalistic

in colowr., We interprst the snirlt of nsgrophilism and give as an
example of it the negative native polisy which was followed at the
recent sitting of the NB4S Council, The admission of native students
of Fort Hare was simply shel-zd by osaying thet the time was not yet
ripe for this {a nega'ive prepositicn which rests on a positdve,
hidden basis), and that i% was robt practival or constitutional at the
moment, Thus by tarticsl means VTS avoids giwing any lead through
policy in order %o achieve its 17:al und its atiitude to the mative
question, As soon as th: adm’ssion of native students becomes
practical and consiitrtional, couething which NIBAS in the nature of
things can easily bring =-nl, as he Witwatersrend suggested — what
then?" (History of R2l-"rons bet.cen MBAS, the Afrikaanse Studente-
bond and the Afrikanns Uriver:sity Centres, Published by the National
Umion of South Lfri-arn Student:. Cape Toon, 1960, pags 1),

The next centre to o low was Icbehefstroom University College but in
the asme month, Afmoar:t tha moasons listed \on page 5 ) were: "0n
account of its colourlessmess, it is impossible for NIBAS to give
leadership in wgent naticmal questiors, asappears from lne procedure
in connection with the attempt to incorporate native students,”

And then, in September, "retoria University disaffiliated, presumably

for the ssme reasons as the other centres.



Condssion
At ~bout this tiwe 2 commission into the possible admission of Fort
Hare wos sot wp by NBAS, ofter the July 1933 Congress at which Rhodas
hod nronosed thrt Fort Hare should be admitted, This Coumission
decided against the admission of Fort Hare on the grounds thet:
M3} Constitutionally Fort Zare Cellegze is not eligibls for membership
in terms of th: present eomstditution of MBAS; =and
b) That the g oneral evinion =uong South African studonts is thet it
will be ivpracticabls to ~dmit Fort lars Collsgs to membershin
of NBAS," (Page 9)

For sena years the dsecision on Fort Harel!s admission was shelved in
th: heps that ths Afrikasns ¢ ntrss would rejoin NBA:, But in
1935 Stallenboseh disaffilinted for the same reasons as th: other
Afrila-ns centres, 9till "MBAS stallsd on Fort Hare, but in 1945
the Cgllege was finally admittod to NIBAS,

Spirit

Se, within this 2-rly poried of Fort Hora's history a tradition of
acadamie freadom was bult within the umiversity. At the same tiuwe,
Fort dare »i;ayed = distinet rel: in the move of MBAS towsrds non-
raci-lism, practiga1ly, wvithin the arganisation, This rols was not
played at NIBAS egngressas but the mere fact that thess students were
being excluded gn the ground of colowr meant that the universities
effiljated to TBAS had to think out their beliefs fully, and then
set 1pen them, A solid base for the Fort Zare "apirit" had been
bullt,
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ACTTIVE: SIS AT FORT EARE SI'CE THE GOVERIM E!T TANE2ZCVER I 1960

In physical terms there has baan some considerable progress at Fort
Hare Undversity College sincs the passing of the Transfer of Fort
Hexs Act in 1955, The purpose of this szetion is to outline these
devalopments, ns there has besn considerabls developmant at Fort
Haps snd the othsr umiversity collegss established for th: differont
racial and ethnie groups, as outlined in th: Extension of the Univer—
sity Sducation Act, also passad in 1959, Although the aim of thuse
wivs. ity colliges can be questionsd, it is importent to note that
they hove developed considerably sines thon, and to record thet
devalopmant.,

Until 1960, © ort liars was open ‘o a1l non-iiite studcnts, bub
porileularly Afriean students, The aim of th: Transfeor of Fort
Inr> Act was to wrlke the collag: solely for Africans of th Xhosa
ethiic zrowp. This mennt thot there wos =n insvitabls drop in the
entolmont of students. Two other possibls reasons for this drop
were firstly, because ths college authoriticzs sometines refused
adiission to some students who they thought were of doubtful pelitie-l
flevoud, and secondly, becouse some studsnts did not want to have
envthing to do with the Bantu Education syotem, and prefarred to do
corrzgpondance degrecs, It "is impossible to sstimate hew many
studants were involved in eithar of thess eauses, but they eertainly
exiset,

Thz enrolment figuwres over thas: ye-rs razd:

Izar dhamber of Studsmnts
551 390
1852 399
1953 384
1954
1955
iG56 368
1957 78
1850 4,33
195S 496
1960 360
1651 354
1962 242
163 239
1964, 272
1955 317
1965 402

10457 436
T 457

(Figurss from Bantu Zdueation, Cppression :"or Opportunity, SABR&, 1955,
peze 30; Journsl of Racial Affairs, SABRA, September 19462, page 175
Benbu Slueation Journal of October 1966, =and Tovember 19560, )

Tha total number of Africon studencs at the thres African Undversitr
Collzszzs — Fort Harzs, Turfloop, and lzaye - in 1967, wes 1,430,



The soursea of thzsc students in 1566 and 1965 were:

Total at

Comse of Study 1966 1568 2gas in 1660
Comizres and

Public Admimistration 33 25 &2
Agriculture 7 5 2
Arts 156 161 652
Edueation a3 a5 345

Low 13 50 105
Thaolozy 5 g 12
Sciencas 102 117 249
Tobal 402 451 1,430

(Fi.{;%m]:ﬂ from Bantu Education Journal of October 1966, and HNovember
1554,

Thoss students =t Fort Hare had the follewing qualifications in 1960:
First elass motriculation with sxemption: 16 (out of 49 in all 3

::.nnllegea}
Szeond and third class with exsmption: 309 (out of 917)
Without exsmption: : 126 (out of 454)

{Figm‘as from Bentu Bducation Journal of ovember 1968)

The revional distribution of ths studaznts 1t Fart Hors in 1960 wes:

Crpe Provinea: 317
Or=nre Free State: 10
Mebal: 13
Tr=nsvaal: 108
South Wast Afriea: 3

(%5 eures from Bantu Education Journal of Yovember 1667.)

The ceademic steff figures wers:

1650: 50
1656 39
1967: 97
1667:: 97

(Figures from Bantu Edueatien Journal of Yovember 196%)

According to the 19487 Suwrvey of Race Ralations, nublishad by the
Institute of Reacs Relations, the ratio.of student to staff at Fort
Here was 5:1 in 1967 (page 209). In the 1065 Survey it was reported
that there wers 24 White profsssors, 2 non-White professors, 30 White
lzeiurers and 9 non-White lecturars at Fort Hare Fpa{gﬁ 276).

™~ ruming costs of Fort Here, ond the cost of development over tha
y=2ars has been:

a



Tear iiaintenay Development

1960 R392,000

1961 R485,900

1962

1963 R555,600 R162,000 (March 1563

Harch 1964; R158,700
= to 31 iareh 1963)

1964, R630,000 (The most of traiming
per student was
R2,118)

1945 R784,930 (Cost mer student was
R2,135)

1966 RE00,000 R291,000 (Expenditure

gincs Governncht talm
over w:s R4,178,697)
1967 RE850,000 (Cost per student-was
R1,756)

(Figures frem Survey of Race Relations; 1961, page 256; 1963, pega
2.3; 1964, page 269, 293; 1965, page 276; 1956, page 232, 270;
1957, page 230, 29.)

Tribal Cellsges

Sinee the govermmht take-over of Fort lare, Professor J,J, Ross wns
Rzetor of Fort Here wntil July, 1968, which was before most of the
Ttroubla™ at the collega. In two articles he has outlined much of
tha develepment at the ecollege sinece the governmment telke—over., Ths
first of thess was in September, 1962, issue of the Journal of Rocizl
Affoirs, published by the South African Bureau of Racial Affairs,

The sscond, to which most of the reference will'e made, appeared in
the Hantu Education Journal of September, 1967, published by the
Depertment of 3cntu Ddueation,

After the Extension of University Education and Transfer of Fort Hare
Acts were passed by the South Africon Parliament all the ethnic
wrdlvsrsity colleges, comuinly referred to as the "tribzl colleges®,
wers placed under the academic asgis of the University of South
Afrien, This procedurz ves followsd at Fort Hara, Profassor Roas
vrites in the Bontu Educstion Jowrnal (on paze 10): #This means thnt
for =1l derree and Mploms courszs for which ths ThMivarsity of “outh
Afrie- orovides, ths syllysbusas followad hy ths wdv rsity ecollarscs
aad degress swarded are these of the Tmiversity, The Uddversity of
South Afriea, throush study comndttees and o liaison committes, lmeeps
closely in teuch with the mollages snd for exymination purposzs the
professors and lseturers of th: collages are appointed assco—examiners
wvith their counterparts at the Undversity. In this mamner the
closest co—oper-tion has bren cstablished between the collages and the
Umiversity of South Afriea, and the colleges hove tha singular
privilezs of sharing in the wids snd rich cendamic exparience and
tredition of ths Trdvorsity. The incressing measure of freedon ~1lowad
in most easds te zst thair owm sxamination papsrs -8 co—examiner: with
the sx~miners from the Urdveorsity, and thot colleges may now also
submit collage syla wuses in the different subjects for epproval by

the Uiversity, is undeubtedly providing sound, healthy and thorough
exporiznce towards uwltimste complete acadomie autonomy. One can
hardly imagine 2 more comprzhensive and convincing reply to those
scapiics and timdd souls who expectad inferior standards in unmiversity
gdueation to come from separate wdversity colleges “or the non-Ewropanan.'



Dzbstable

Professor Ross discusses the inerease in the smrolment of African
students sines the governmemt toke-over, He attributes this, amongst
other Beasons, to the sultabilitr of the university collegas in
mzzting the nesds of the non-Mite communities and to the cheaper
education for tha students, Tha first reeson is debatebla, but the

second reason is hardly satisfactory, for as Dr E,.G, HMzlhsrbe pointed
owb, in ths atal lereuwry on 8 March 1966, the mumbers of African
atudants at the "White" universities ﬂﬂuld hava inersascd consider-bly
if ths money uszd o1 thz new colleges had been used, inste-d, for
iners-sad subsidi:s to ths universities.

In ‘IE?GT thers wers seven full facultiss at Fort Hare, nomely Arts,
Seid, , Edugation, Commerce,and Administration, Divi: dty, Law and
.A.fﬂculum. The number af sra duetes froa 1950 to 1955 vave ?BD RO
and B,Se. graduntes; 3G B.A, =nd 3,5¢, lonours "raﬂu:ms- onz 1.4,
or ii,Se.; 10 3,Ed.; 2 M,Ed.; 64 U.E.D. (post grad.); ¢ ED (under
grad,); 58 5,4,T.D,; 23 IJi:-*-. Asrics 12 Dip, Theculu_rv 8 Dip. Com, ;
1 Din, Soeial Work; and one Public Sar'r.ricc 1aw.

Ragaoreh

On ressarch, Prafessor Ross (on page 16) s=ys thet the African wdv-
ersity college "hzs 2 vary speci=l, =nd spscialised, ~=sigament....It
haa the task of le2eding a commurdty in the inevitable proecess of,
acculturation towards greater indspendence and via™ility in a mannsr
which will be gatisfying to both the individual and the commumity, hoth
within itself, and in its inter-rela‘ions with all the other commwcies
in the body politic of the State as a whole, The nesed for both
intensive and extensive resesarch into the religious, educational,
socizl, econbmic and politic2l nesds and demands of the Bantu are fuily
reelised and variouws r=search projects in tzse related fislds are
alrzacdy being carrisd out at the university colleges.

"It is not possibls to refer in this article to all the different
reszerch projects which are besing conductad -t the thres of the
umiversity collezes,. I shall, therfore, refer only to = faw which

are bein conducted at Fort lare by way of examnles. One of the major
projects is an sxtensive comprehensive soci-sconomic swrvey aof the
Cisk:i, This projsct includes problzms of acculturation, study of
wiich is being wdsrtalken -y the Department of Anthropology. Several
cthier dapartients co-operate in this projzet and th: d.ta -nd conclus—
ions promse to be involusbla, The Faeulty of Sducstion is busy cdoing
reszarch in le-rmins and teachin: nrohlsis in tha schools, Under tha
Fa -:ule of Arts, Harticularly with th~ co—onzration of th= Uepartient
of N~wbn Languoges, ths compilation of = new Xhosa-Ln:lish-Afpilkoons
fl:.ctt-::_u:.r is being undertalen, In the Faculty of Udvindiy extenaiv:
rasearch into the separatist movenm=nt has hzen eoncluded, Tha

results which have baen published thus far zre internastiornally reeozirizad
=nf. he ressarch is continuing, In the Fzeulty of Comerce and
Adirimdstration ressoreh is heing done into Dantu COo—op21 tive moveirail te,
Th results of this research should prove invaluabls in tho promo: Wion
of co—onarative sbeizties -n? should provide strong 1m3 sus in
pronoting agriculiural nrodiection. The Darn of the F-cultr of
Azriculture has comleted on extensive i?l"-"EE':.'-i'J':itiDI}. irlt::a The agriecul-
tur-l potantial of the seil in the Transksi., The head of the
Denzrtment of Geography has recantly complatad a most comprshensivs
demozraphic survey of ths Tronskei,



Vited
"Thz shove exwmles should suffice to indicate the extent to which
the wrdversity colleges ars mecsuring w to their task in fields of
research, Thaese fi2lds ~re Tundamental =and vital in the developuznt
of thz ecmmmnditiszs uvhiech the uwiversity colleges are intended to
sarve.”

FProfassor Ross goes on to discuss the acadenic standmrds of the staff
2t the colleges, There iz no reagon to dispute his visw that the
gtell at the colleges are acadsmdeally high,

Conelusion
¥ig eonclusion is interasting (page 18):; "I am confident th-t the
shove avidones has proved conelusively thot the provision of sepercte
urnversities for the Jantu w-s 2 wise and sound developient, Whers:s
grave wisgivings, .dstrust, and rlso o great dial of dschiefinldng
against the university collsges ware not unknown, confid:nce in the
uriversity collages has grown =and is continuing to grow. Tha fow
gxcepiions who still maintain theot these wivorsity ecolleges are not
justified are voiecss erying in the wildernsss, They coastitule an
enechrorism in so far as modern wmversal trends in th daveloprent of
wrvarsitr education znd the true function of the wiiversity is
coaczried, Furtherm-re, such eriticisn cannot ba toksn seriously as
it cdoss not pive sufficizat consideration to th: dslicacy, tac
comloadty and the setualits of the South afriean existontia
siturtion. The pomudne, sinesre and positive messwr:s “2len by the
Stote in renlising for the diffarent national :nd culturzl commudties
tacdir Jegitinate celodms and ~spirations and =t the same tidme

~eaumriaz their nereaful co-idstvonee, do ot recsive the eredit thot
thay warit, The wdversity collegee are oa th® march and nothing
end nobody can stop their develosment -nd orogress, They are
dagiined to play -n ever-inerzasin: rol: in the developuent not only
of the Bantu Homelands but of ths Henublic of South ifrics as o wiholg,!

It is importent {o remember thi:t therse hss b on considerable develoo-
ment at Fort Har: sinee the government took over - as the above teblns
show, It is zlso important to remember th-t the steff of theszs »u
co'lszas are sincs.e and dedicgted men, But I would suggeat that
wiless there is some changs of attitude towards ne-derde fresdom Ghers
will be mare troubls, more wirest, -t Fort Hera, All this developicent
me~ng vary ldttls if the studaris connot spesk out on issues of the
day; if organis~tions like Wl and MBAS have to be bannsd from the
eopus; if thes sbtudesnts fear the Specicl Braneh and its informers...
el these facts destroy the concept of o wdversity which Professor
JuJs €2 Wet hopss Fort Hire will be granted in 1970, All this
desvelopment is meardnglsss if ths wery essence of a wdwversity - fres
discussion, fres thought, free religion, free politics, free action -
is forbidd-n or, at the very larst, hemperad, After bzing founded in
this trodition of relative academde frecdom, Fort Here has been tuwnad
back.,. One dey it will move forword agein., In the meantime thers will
be mors troublz, And the tregady of '"the Fort' will continmue, Bub
not foraver.
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