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THE HOFFEIBERG BAN

T P e S —————y ey g Sl

The following article appeared in the Sunday Times on the July 30, 1957

"A five year ban was imposed this weekend on one of South Africa's
leading medical men, Dr Raymond (Bill) Hoffenberg, a gland spec—
ialist and dlatangu1sh5d researcher,

"The banning order confines him to the magisterial districts of
Wyrnberg and Cape Town and prohibits him from belonging to any
orgarisation or from attending any gathering, including a social
gathering of more than one person. Nor may he write or make any
statement for publicaticn.

"He may contimie his duties as senior lecturer-researcher at the
Medical School of the University of Cape Town at the Groote Schuur
Hospital only until the end of the 1967 academic year.

"Dr Hoffenberg, who is an active member of the Senate of the Universiiy,
s specifically prohibited from taking any part 'in the affairs or
activities of any stulents' society or organisation',

"Dr Hoffenberg was Acting Chairman of the South African Defence and
Aid Fund when it was banned in March last year.

"The barming order requires him to report to the police every Honday.
It also prohibits him from entering any African area, factory or prin .
premises.

"The prohibition ﬂn'puhllﬂatiﬂn means that Dr Hoffenberg, who has had
fifty papers published in scientific journals throughout the world,
will no longer be able to write articles..sess”

On September 1, 1967, in a notice in the Government Gazette, the namc
of Dr Raymond Hoffenberg, of One, Exeter Avenue, Bishopscourt, Wynberg
was added to the list of persons nrchibited from attending gatherings
for five years in terms of the Suppression of Communism Act.

No -Further Bannings

General H.J. van den Bergh, Head of the Security Police, was I‘epﬂrt&d
in the Sunday Express, August & as saying that the Govermment was not
planning a large-scaie banning of former office bearers and members of
the banned South African Defence and Aid Fund, He said "Every case
is treated on its merits. Tt does not mean that if the movements ol
a former member of a bammed organisation are restricted, that other poo
who belonged to the movement might be restricted too, It also doos
not mean that, when former members of a banned organisation are restriz:
this is done hecauﬂa of their activities or association with that Gr; Ti--
isation. Sometimes, it depends on their activitige after the bamin:
of the movement to which they have belonged. They might have becn
up to their necks in something else."

Hof fenberg Unlikelv to be Charged

In an interview with the Sunday Times on August 6, General H.J. wvan d
Bergh said that it is not 1%« y that a court charge would be brought
against Dr Hoffenberg., "Why should he stand trial? It doesn't
follow that when a man is restricted, he must appear in court. There
have, after all, been many others whc: have been restricted but have not
been put on trial. Inecidentally, I don't like the 'banned' that news-
papermen use. The correct term is 'restricted.' Dr Hoffenberg is ro-
stricted to a magisterisl district."
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REACTTONS TO THE BANNING ORDER
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THE UNIVERSITY OF CAPE TOWN

Couneil

On August 2, the Cp.e Times announced that the Council of the Urdversity

of Cape Town was expected to discuss the banning of Dr Raymond Heffenb:-::
when it met in Uape Town that afternoon., The meecting was the Council's

routine monthly meeting.

The following day, the Cape ‘rgus reported that the Council agreed
unanimously to seck a nodification or reeision of the ban on Dr
Hoffenberg, The Council's statement read :

"The Council of the Tniversity of Cape Town shares the grave disquiet
expresssed in meny gquarters, especially by Umiversity staff and studants
in re:gard to the ban imposed by the Honorable Minmister of Jus tit:::.-_.r.::n
Dr, R, Hoffe nberg. The Couneil unanmimoualy agrecd to seck an inter

Vview wlth the lindster at the earliest opportunity in order to nbt.in
clarity on the reasons for the ban and to seck its modification or
recision in the interests of nmedieal education and rescarch in South
Lfrica."

The report stated that amongst those present at the meeting were four

of the five nominces of the State President - Dr. Lowis Babrow, Dr. J.7.
Burger, Mr. S.F. du Toit and Dr. I.D. du Plessis, The fifth, the Reverand
A«J« van der Merwe was absent, The meeting was u*‘r“ r the chﬁlI'i‘tH]LE.fl‘“

of Mr, F.C. Robb in the absence of the Chairman of “ouncil, Mr C. Corder.

In a separate statement, Councillor Mr leo Marquard said that the bannin:
would be an "inealeulable loss to us and to the medical world at
large."

Chancellor

The Chancellor of the University of Cape ‘'own, Mr H.F. Bppenheimer saif
that the ban was "a matter of the gravest concorn to all of us",

(Star, August 3)  He said that ho very ruch hoped to be a member of
the delegation to sce the Minister of Justice, Mr Pelser, He further
added "I associate myself entirely with the statement yesterday by the
Gouncil of the University of Cape Town, The ban ... represents an
interference of the most serious kind in his life and work, and in tho
affairs of the University. If the ban is justified, it rmst be secn *
be justified, and it is, therefore, my own earnest hope that the lMinister
of Justice will nccede to the Councills request for an intorview,"

This statement of the Chancellor's was reported in the London Times of
sugust 4.

Leadermic Frecdom Committee

Professor H.M. Robertson, Professor of Economics, and Chairman of the
academic freedom Committee, made the following atatuﬂﬂﬂt in the
Cape Times on July 31,

"When I saw the report, the first thing I did was to try to get in
touch with the Phineipal, the Deputy Principal and the Chairman of th.
Undiversity Council, but all were absent on holiday.

"Incredulous, I made an appuintment to see Dr Hoffenberg,  When he showec
me the order I was shocked.
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"Dr Hoffenberg has been issued with a very severe bamming order,.

"is far as this University is concerned, a drastic infringement both

of Dr Hoffenberg's academic privileges and of the niversity has ol
place,ees By Ministoerial ediet, without any hearings, the Uniwversity 1o
to be deprived of the toaching sorvices of ome of its most distinguish d
teachers from the end of the year. This o flagrant infringement (2
academic freecom.

"Hor 18 that all., Theterms of the order in respect of publications ~x
still being studied, If thay prevont the continued publication of I
Hof fenberg's scientifie work, it constitutes n second and perhaps meorc
serious infringement.

"If_the order — as well it might - should also prove to interfere wits
Dr Hoffenberg's full participntion in the team—work within the Depart ort
of fedicine, which has resulted in many velunble discoveries and has
brought international recognition to the achievements of our medienl
schogl, a third assault on acaderdec freedom and acadermic achievement
will have bean nade,"

Both the Chairman of the WT Staff issoeciation,.Professor AM Stephen,
and the President of the Students' Ropresentative Council, Mr Tan Hume
fully associated themselwes with the statenont,

Staff and Students

Students returning to their classes after the mid year vacation were
Ngtunned" to hear of the banming of Dr Reymond Hoffenberg., This wos
reported in the Star (July 31). lr Mike Pokroy, Chairman of the UCT
Me“ical Students! Council commented "reaction here was ons of absoluto
ineradulity, It seens the Govermnment is adding to South [fricals
brain drain%,

Posters condemning the ban appeared on the camphs with slogans sucn
as MWy is Hoffenberg banned?" "Who shall teach?" and "Support your
Umiversity".

The Execcutive Committee of the UCT Students' Represcntative Couneil
was due to meet later that day to discuss plans for a protest meetin,
and Mr Hume gave the following statement to the Star :

"This dogs not affect students alone and while we are determined %e
protest we think it proper to have n joiat protest with nembers of =t .fL,

The following day about 20 UCT students gatherod on the steps of St
Georges Cathedral at lunch time to display posters nrotesting at the
banning of Dr Hoffenberg, (Cape .rgus, iugust 1)

At the same time, more than 500 medical students.crowded into a lectur.
theatre at the University of Cape Town's Madieal Scheool to endorse n &t
ment condemning the banning and nsking that Dr Hoffenberg be allowed “c
remain in the neaderdc comrunmity. The statement called on other Mocic
Schools and universities to associate themselves with the protest.”
(Rand Deily Mail, /ugust 2)

Mass Meeting

en Friday, Lugust 4, o mass meeting of more than one thousand studonts
ard staff of the University was held in the Jameson Hall., The nmectin
was orzanised by the University's Acadenic Freedom Committes, and was
attended by members of Senate and the teaching staff, ns well the
Principal-designate, Sir Richard Lauyt.

LT L



4

The Principal Br. J.P. Duminy was absent through illness but sent =~ lewt.r
associcting himself with a statement issued by the Council of the Uni-
versity.ees The meeting was called to endorse the statement registerin~
against the banning in these terms:

"In the first place it will become illegal for Dr Hoffenberg to conti:imuo
to earry out his teaching duties after the end of the academic yoar.

"ig-a result the order deprives his collcagues in n team of co-wrokers
which has done much to advance medieine and mediecal education, of a
valunble fellow member, It deprives the students of an excellent torahes
It deprives the University of freedom of choice and freedom of action

in choosing the most effective instructers and providing adequate foeilis”
for the conduct of their work.

"The order does all this, not as the inevitable consequences of ' convie=iom
of any erime, by on an unproven, untcsted, secret asserticon of complicity
in furthering the aims of communism." (Star, lugust 4)

Among those at the meeting was Mrs. Margaret " offenberg, whose husb-nd

in terms of the ban was prohibited from attending., Students and atoff
arriving at the Jameson Hall, marched through a line of students disploysi-
posters that read "Revoke or Justify",

it the meeting, a message from Mr Harry Oppenheimer, the University
Chancellor was read to the audience, The messsge was in a similar vein
to the one he had issuedprior to the meeting.

Professor LF Stephen, Chairman of the Staff lssociation told the meotirg:
"It is because the nature of Dr Heffenberg's nlleged offence is unkmown
that we are bewildered and want to lmow nora,"

The meeting was also addressed by Mr Ian lume, President of the SRG, rnd
Professor John F. Brock, Professor of lMedicine., (Band Daily Mail, .usust 5)

L special edition of Varsity, the student newspapcr was distributaed
ori the day of the nceting. In it, Mr Ian Hume said:

"It is deeply ditressing to see how often the Nationalist Government,
in the pursuit of its policy has had to resort to this cruel bludgeon
of a law, In senselessly banming Dr Hoffenberg they are depriving
South frica of = brilliant professional mind and a gentle temprament
both qualities which South ifrica sorely needs at pre-ent, The
students of UCT will not sit guietly by whiile the liberty of o e3ll-
eague is so rudely smuffed out."

The editor of Varsity nade the following comment

"To Bill Hoffenborg we say this i your bamning is the greatest tributc
to your love for South .friea.- -When the indquitous banning system no
longer disgraces the South ifrican statutc book, hundrgls of banned
South friecans will eertainly-be recognised as valuable citizens.

Our protests against this ban should be a protest against the whole
banming cult., They should be linked to an affirmation that ore day
we shall live in n land free from spartheid and free from unjust
police-state measures used to prop up an evil system,”

Second mass necting

On Friday, .ugust 11, a second mass neeting of students condermncd the
banning of Dr Hoffenberg. The mecting was a statutory report back

to conclude the SHC's term of office, Lfter the mecting, about fifty
students demonstrated outside St “eorges Cathedral,Cape Town with protect
placards reading "685 banned, ne Trial" and "Put end to aeademie purge'.
(?a,rai_tgy fmgust 16)
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Iifter the demonstration, a photographer reported that a scourity

branch sargeant seized his film while he was taldng pictures of the

crowd watehing the student demonstration outside the.cathedral.

"He accused me of taking a photograph of him and seid: 'I'm not allewed to
appear in print', I had been talking photographs at the denonstraticn tor
a university publication," (Rand Daily Mail, iugust 12)

Medieal Students Protest

L letter signed by 288 UCT medical students was sent to the Prime Ministor

Mr BJ Vorster asking the Govermment to withdraw the ban, The letter o 20

MWour purposc in writing to you is to draw to your attention the har: viloo

the ban imposed on Dr Hoffenberg has done to our medieal school, to  ~lo'l
education in Sputh [frica and indeed to South ifriea as a whole,

"Dr Hoffenberg is o semior, responsible and invalunble ecollesgue and rort r
of the Staff, and o research worker of intcrnationally accepted nerit.

"He is responsible for ruch of the acaderic programme of students in "I
fourth and sixth vears of study; and for nany lectures which he deliwvers
in a concise fashion, thereby making a tremendous contribution to the
knowledge of Cape Town mediical students, "

The letter said that the ban would harm the name of South LAfrieca abroada
(Varsitv, August 16)

Teach In

Strong protests aghinst the banning of Dr Hoffenberg were made by spenkors
at o teach in at the University of Cape Town on hugust 13, The Teach In
was orgamised by the SRC on "Freedom, Restraint and the Rule.of Law",
Speakers were Dr Jan Steytler, Dean King of Cape Town, Professor D Molteno,
Professor B fixelson snd Mr Adan Small. it the teach in Professor licdltan~
gsaid that to safeguard the rule of law, it was permissable to penalise -
man only after he had been judged guilty of breaking a general rule .ol l.w,
".s long as discriminatory laws exist in South Lfrica, the rie of law will
be non existent here", (Samspa, fugust 15) '

WITWATERSRAND UNIVERS ITY

Princinal and Vie: Chancellor

Professor ID MacCrone Principal of Witwntersrand University associatsd
himself with the statement nade by the Chancellor of WT, Mr Harry
Oppenheimer, condemmning the ban of Dr Hoffenberg.. Mr Oppenheinor snid
the ban was a matter of the greatest concewn o all, representing an
jnterference of the most seriowskind on Dr Hoffenberg's lifem his weric ~nd
the affairs of the University. (Rand Dadly Mail, Lugust 8)

Staff Protest

L petition signed by 172 members of the staff, ineluding 31 professors
protesting sbout the banning was sent to the Minister of Justice, Mr “-lscr.
Thepetition, sponsored by the leadenic Staff lLssociation of the University,
read =5 follows:

MMindful of the serious implications for academic and personal freodon

that are involved in the restrictions recently imposed on our collesguc, Ir
R Hoffenberg, of the University of Cape Town, we the undersigned, being
nerbers of the aeademic staff of the University of the Witwatersrand,
urgently request that these restrictions be lifted, or, failing thetd,

that charges be laid against Dr Hoffenberg that can be tested in = court of
lawe"  (Rand Daily Mail, September 15)



licndenic Freedom Corndthtee

The lLe-déiic Freodoan Conmittee of the University of the Witwatersrand
ndded ite volee to the growing protest agninst the ban, said the Ster
(Lugust 2). While issues of personal freedom and the rule of law 2180
apose in this case, the committee said, it wished to protest in particui-r

against the specific infringement on academic freedom which it is undersuc-—

were involved. L. scholar had been prevented fron publishing the fruiic of
his research, The South Lfrican scholarship had lost his public works,
end the University had effectively been deprived of the right to contimus
the appointment of one of its teachers,

The comittee represents staff, students and graduate associations of ti-
University.

S ants

More than 150 Wits students were joined by members of staff, senior offlici.”
of NUSAS and members of the Black Sash in an hour long poster protest

on dgust 1, 1967, Protestors carried placards reading "World medicnl
authority silenced", "No Trial ; No Reasons".

Speaking from the protest Miss Margaret Marshall, President of NUBAS said :
"We can only assume the Govermment crackdown is now on students, He hos
been a valued student advisor and counsellor."

Mr Robin Margo, President of the SEC at Wits complained that "the acndeiie
climete in South [frien us deteriorating very rapidly indeed. It is =
terrible thing for university people to watch,M (Star, Lugust 2)

During the detionstration a few motorists passing by heeted and gnve tic
thnmbs up sign, but the majority pushed on tounrds the comfort of their
own hemes, (MNotal Mercury, August 2)

Staff-Student petition

The Rand Daily Mail of September 2 reported that a petition containings oo
than two thousand signntures had been signed by University students, Liwr
teachers and rministers. The petition was to be sent to the Minister of
Justice,

JOHLINGSBURG COLLEGE OF EDUCLTION

"The “tudents' Representative Council has protestgd ngainst the banmi-i: oF
Dr Bill Hoffenberg, an eminent medical researcher and lecturer at the
University of Cnpe ‘own.

"i motion passed uwanimously by the SRC condemned the bamning order oz =i o
not only of the rule of law, but also of the freedom of the individu-l.

Charge of Release

"The SRC further called upon the Minister of Justice to revoke cither tho
banning orders on Dr Hoffenberg, in particular, and all those others und v
baming orders, or to charge them, allowing them the right of defencc

in = court of law.

" copy of the reaclution was sent to the linister of Justice. L runly
has been received from the Deparitnent of Justice stating thnt the contonte
of the resolutions hrve been noted,™

- Y



HHODES ULIVEESITY

Chaneellor and Viee Chancellor

Dr WJ Busschau, Chancellor of Rhodes University joind other University
heads in South [frica in de: lal'ﬂ:.ng an explanakion from the Goverment o
the bamning of Dr Hoffenberg, Y said "I agrec with those who have u'-'l':'l
the action the Govermment hastaken is a drastic one, and T think the
Tniversity of Cape Town is right to have nsked for Hn.1e:qjlmmtit3m"

The Vice Chancellor, Dr JM Hyslop, like his counterpart at Wits Undivercity
associated himself with the statement made b}l’ Mr Horry Oppenheimer,

(Rand Daily Mail, Lugust 11)

Staff

L. group of fifty five Rhodes University lecturers, among whom were loveh
professors, signed a protest agninst the bamming, The protest seid ",..
In sofnr as. the Minister may be thought to have acted with the silent cons %
of Urmiversity people or in the name of citizens of this country, we wi v
nost strongly to dissociate ourselves fron his actiony" (Star, Lugmust L

Studentsa
l. student body mceting at Rhodes University passed a motion on the bianins

and sccused the Govormment of trying to prevent eriticism in Universiti-s.
The motion was passad h;r an overwhelming najority and affirmed the studant
body's belief in human and sendemie freedom. It resolved to petition the
Minister of Justice to charge, or relense Dr Hoffenberg sand to mareh threo™

Grahamstowh to register protest, (Star, Lugust 9)

The march was held on Lugust 17 and was attended by some I our hundred stude:
and forty staff members.  They marched in couples and did not have =ry
placards as is the custon at Fhodes. The only thing displayed was the
South Lifrican flag, (Star, August 17)

LT

UNIVERS ITY QF NLTAL, PTETERMLHTTZBURG

Chancellor and Principal

There has becn norreport of a statement from the Chancellor of the University
Dr GG Campbell, The Hand Yaily Mail reported on August 8 that he wes not
available for comment,

There has been no corment from the Prineipal of the University, Profasacr
OFF Horwood. A4t o student body meeting at UNP on Lugust 9, a resolution
was passed overwhelmingly expressing concern at Professor Horwodd's silomes
on the banning., Thoresolution read "That this Student Body notecs with
concern that all the Prineipals of English-langpuage Undversities with €
exception of Professor Horwood have stated their position on ths banuin

Dr Hoffenberg, and, noting that Professor Horwood has in the past publicly
supported the concept of ncademic freedom, therefore requests hin, =23
Principal of our Urdwersity, to state 'bhu position of Natal University

on this matter,” {}T_!E September 15)

Staff

The execative conmittees of the ..cademic Staff fssociation and the Ledturers
hssociation of the University of Natal deplored the ban, This wns reported
in the Star of lugust 11, The statement said :

"We would like to reiterate the substance of previdus protests nade by

the staff of the University about similar actions in the past.

"No university ean couhtenance without the deepest misgivings, such buamring
orders - they are tantamount to disnissal by cxternal decree and crento o
dangerous precedent that could be appliedto any wndiversity teacher who
incurs the displeasure of the Govermment,
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"Wo warn thnt such State action cndungers the very existence of ocur 2o
ifrican universities,”

Students

On Monday, Lugust 28, about 50 students from UNP stood opposite the City -7
for an hour displaying posters reading "Hoffenberg Banned - Unjusth,
"Prosecuta, Don't Persecute", "Use the Courts", "Is this Right?" and
"Innocent until proved Gudilty".

The deponstration drew uniformed and sceurity poliee who faced the ~cedoidc
gwoned protesters together with a small group of "Flower Power" counter-
denonstrators, Passcrs By were largely indifforent to the demonstr-ticn
but one was heard to coament : " Wo neced men fighting in Rhodesin and il
Congo, not standing on strect camers.” (MNux, September 15)

UNIVERSITY OF MLT.L, DIRBAN

Ls the SRC was suspended by the Frincipal there have been no student
demonstrations, UMD has the same administratibe of f'icials as UNP,.

STELIENBCSCH UNIVERSITY

Four students (Mr firncld Schoonwinkel, Mr Dallas Mason-Jones, Mr
Tony (sler and Mr Lrnold Geyer) drafted and circulated a petition proe
wwting against Dr Hoffenberg's banning on the Stellenbosch campus,  After
two days, 200 signatures including 14 leeturer s and 2 professors had
signed the petition which was sent to the Minister of Justice,

One of the orgamisers, Mr Osler said that the organisers hod spoken to ~hous
700 students and 40 lecturers and that they wer: overwhlemed by the support
they had received - "even from the staunchest Government supporters®,

Mr Usler also stated that most people although supporting the protest

did not sign the petition because they feared they "would suffer acadend ool
or professionally,

"Disgatisfaction sbout the Hoffenberg case in particular, and the law in
eneral, is more widespread tharn Je ever could have supposed,"
Cape Tines, September 1)

L statement in the /friksans Press that the Stellenhosch petition was
contravention of the Vndversity of Stellenbosch's repulations was deni o
by the orpanisers,

Rumours of either Security Police or administrative reprisals were rir: -on
the carpus. Certian lecturers did not sign the petition because of -~y
embarrasssment it might cause for their departmental hends, reported tic
Star of Septerber T,

Die Motie (student newspaper at Stellenbosch University) in a front po:.
lead artiele on September 12, stated that they hag discovered that wvery

few students or lecturers are concerned about the banning of Dr Hoffcnbor .
The article went on to say that the majority felt that the Governmont

would not haove banned Dr Hoffenberg without reasons, One person sadd

"The Goverrment and Ldvocate Vorster have psver been proved wrong about

this type of thing", inncther student pointed out that in cnses previowly
in enses of this dature, sinmilar protest aetion had been talen, and it

had been later discovered thot the banned person was a commnist or  clothus.

Wim Bothn, SRC President, osaid he felt that the issue had nothing to oo
with Stellenboseh University and that it was affair for the University
of Cape Town, (Die Matie, September 12)
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In Die Matie of Septenmber 26, n stulent writing to the Editor cxpros.oc.
his "deep disillusiorment at the obvious glee with which Die Matie nnnounc=d
essass that only 200 students had signed ‘the Hoffenberg petition"...

"The fact is that I do not know why he (Dr Hoffenberg) was banned and
neither does any member of the public, fnd neither for all we know,
might he, although one suspects that is unlikely.

"I find it hard to credit how people living inaa civilised modern Westorn
country can so readily accept measures which are onjy accepiable in
totalitarian stated, I certainly do not think that the argument that
tthey know what they are doing' is any argument at all - especially

if eitizens at large do not."

B. POLITICAL PARTIES

Nationalist Party

The Govermient would not be intimidated

by threats of resignation at the Medical School or st Cape Town's Gro~te
Schuur Hospital because of the restrictions placed on Dr Raymond Hofferbor -
the Mfationalist Party Prime Minister, Mr Vorster said at Koffiefontein

on Awmst 11,  (Rand Daily Mail, Lumst 12)

Mr Vorster saidthe Govermment would not hesitate to place restrictions or
any person if it was convinced that the person promoted the 2ims and cbjects
of cormurism, He said he had placed restrictions om persons during his
period of office as Minister of Justice, and he did not apologise Tor hi
actions.

"The Government doesnot intemd to take orders from these people. If
people wanted to resign because of this, let them resign, Jiny perscn,
no matter who, will be restricted in terms of the Lct if the llinister of
Justice is of the cpimion that circumstances warrant such a step.

"Comrumism has again reared its head in South ifrica and this will never
be tolerated by the Goverrment.! (Rand Dgg,'l;g Mail, lugust 12)

Offiecial Governmont Heply

The Sunday Express of 4ugust 27 reported that Dr Hoffenberg received o ronly
to a letter he wrote to the Goverrment to ask why he had been banned,

"The letter just stated tht it was not in the public interest to discloac
the reasons for my husbands baming" said Mrs Margaret Hoffenberg. "It
does repeat that he has becn banned for furthering some of the aims of
Communist and nakes a refercnce to the fact that he served on the Delunco :
Aid Committee”.

United Party

The leader of the Opposition, Sir de Villiers Graaff, told the .cting
Chairman of the Council of the Umiversity of Cape Town, Mr' Frahk Robb,

that he was prepared to make representation on the Council's behalf to the
Mindister of Justice in connection with the banning of Dr Hoffenberg, "in
the hope of obtaiming some relaxation of the Minister's order, or its witl-
drawal", Sir de Villicrs disclosed this at o meeting in Kuruman on
hugust 7, and explained that this was the reason why he had refraincc freos
commenting, However, since the Council had decided to act on its owm,

he felt he should erphasisc once agnin that the United Party had alwoys cpnos.d
the imposition of restrictions on the freedom of individuals by Ministori -
decree under the Suppression of Commumisn &ct, and he had always stood

for appeal to the courts,

What was important was not whether Dr Hoffenborg was or was not guilty €7
any offunce, but that justico should Wo scen to be done in cvery cnso
in which n citizdns freecdom wag invaded.
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Whon Ministerdial action of this kind was taken sgainst a well-known int-r .
national figure, it undid overnight the work of the Prime iMimister in
attempting to perform with his outward-looking poliecies, and inevit&bly
it effected internationnl opinion. (3 imes, August 6)

Statement by MPC

Mr F, Botha,MPC maintained that the banning of Dr Hoffenberg was"thce lot o
example of the transgression of the rule of law by the Gov.roment"

Spealking at a report back meeting in his constituency, !Mr Botha

said that the Medical and Dental Council of South ufrica was the only

body eppoimted to sit in censure on a medical practitioner with the ri it

to deprive him of his 1iwlihood for either having trasngredded the profuc-1 -
determined code of ethical behaviour or for having been convicted in n oo
court of law, The council had not taken such action against Dr, Holf.z»
(Cape Argus, hugust 2)

Progressive Party

Dr Jan Steytler, lender of the Progressive Party, said that the country L
had enough of the Govermment's banning and silencing of people without
reasons being given, "If South Afrieca's democracy has to be bolsterod by
the banming and silencing of outstending people, then we have already loci.
It is impossible to believe that such a nan would make himself guilty of
irresponsible activities cr of behaviourthat necessitates his being silone.”
stripped of his freedom, and deprived of his livlihood." (Sunday Tins
hugust 6)

Mrs Helen Suznan, MP said thot she was certain that the man behind the
banning was the ‘rime Minister because "he lmows that as long as the stubiorr
resistance of university students persists, the Govermment cannot elain
complete vietory in South ifrica," She said that there was nothing hnp-
hazard abbut the incident, and she felt that the reason for Dr Hoffenbhory’e
ban was his actitities among the students of the Cape Town Umiversity anc
his influence upon them,

"I anm equally convinced that Dr Hoffenberg is no cummunist and that his v
cincern has been the attaimment of a just soeiety in South Afiica, bocemus-
he is a humaritarian and a man of compassion.

"I am convinced that no charges ean be formulated against him as far s
comrmurisn is concerned could stand investipation in any court of law.

T am also certain that the banning is part and parcel of a campaign to
intimidate which has boen ecarried on by the Govermment year after year
singling out peocple of influence for bannming, house arrest and other
restrictions.

"The orly heartnenming thing about this appalling and disgraceful bamnint <
one of the most respected scientists in South ifriea is that his own wro-
fession hns rallied behind him - in marked contrast to the attitude of th-

legal profession" (Sunday Times, August 6)

Mr Colin Eglin, Cape chairman of the Prigressive Party said "0f course
there will be those who say 'the Government must have a reason'. We fo nat
concede that any reason can justify the condonning of a man without -~ g rynll 200

"Without a ¢harge being brought against hin, without a tria=l, without i«
opportunity to defend hinsclf, Dr Hoffenberg is to join those who have =
condemned behind closed doors to a twilight existence of silence and isol~%ii-=
within the communit y of which he is a part." (Cape Times, August 1)

The banning was decribed by Dr Zac de Beer as "the law of the jungle - tac
sort of thing that happens in the Congoesess & eitizen hns been anvaoly
penalised without charge or trial". IfRaE:.:'.h:l Dadily 'Mail, lugust 9)



Tiheral Pordy

fo o -a't Uaterhalter Vies President of the Liberal Party said :

"iith his ban Br Hoffenberf joins a distinguished group of liberals whoss
useful work for South Africa is thwarted.

"The public shouli not forget that the same fate overtook Peter Brown, .'.r
naticnal chairmon of the Iiberal Party, a man specinlly belov:d by the do!+
of Natal, David Craigheadm brilliant sctusry and former chairman of "tho
Defence and Lid Find, and Ruth Hoymen, attorney and tircless defender oI t
politieal accuscd."

Mr fdan Pnton and Dr Edgnr Brockes also issuwed statements,

C. OTHFR (RGLNISATIONS

Nationnl Undion of South [frican Students

In a statenent to Sanspa (Lugust 1), Mr John Sprack Viee President of .I0Z'C
called on the students of South /frica to protest against this infrin crox’
of the rale of law and individual freedon.

"By this latest encroachnent on the fundamentnl rights of frecdem of
axpression and association, the Govermment have , onece again, earncd the
contempt of tre etudents of South +-frica. We will not desert the idewls
for which Le stood,

"By this mean and cowardly act, the Government has proved once again tioio 17
is destroving everything that is decent in South [frica.

"By a stroke of the burenucrntic pen, Bill Hoffenberf, n wise ~nd gentls
man, has been turned into an unperson,

"By an act of crass political idiocy, the writings of a medieal researcher
acelnimed throughout the world hnve been denied tc South wfrien,”

In = later statement, (Cape Times, lugust 7) Mr Sprack linked the baumns ~°
Dr Heffenberg with rencwed attacks on the Hationsl Union.,  Dr Hoffenbor:
was Shoirman of the NUSLS Ldvisory fanel, "It is clearly umore than
coineidence that within o matter of wecks, the Chairnen of the NUSLS
Ldvisory Pancl, Dr Hoffenberg was banned, my innmcdiate predocessor is

being left in doubt as to his passport npplicotion and my citiszénship hes
been taken away," said Mr Sprack., "This is patontly o now and further
phase in the Government's attewpt to crush NUSLS. This has ~nd will,
meet with the s trongest opposition from students concerned with donocer oy
(lgte - Mr John Deniel, immedinte oredecessor of Mr Sprack had his prsspar
refused)

Mr Clive Nettelton, Regionnl Director for the Tyranavaal on the IMBLS
Exccutive sazid that the banming was arbitary anction of the worst lkdnd.

Not only is Dr Hoffenberg preventod fron taking prrt in politiesl netivZmics
but his medicnl earcer has been eut short, South .frieals contribution “.«o
world medicine is not so grest that we can afford to silence such an
acadenic,

"The ususl disgusting formula of totnlitarian netion has been followod
no trial, and no reasons," (Wits Student, liugust 4)

University Teachers association of South fifrica

Professor Sheila van der Horst, Chairman of the Council of UTLSA, nnd: the
following statement:

"The council is gravsly concerned at the implieations for South .fricom cerde ic
life of the banning withoutbtrial of Dr loffenberg.: ~ This action has cou sc?
disgrace and apprehension,... throughout the University world both witidn

and outside South ifrica... the practieal consequences in the loss o sto- .

and the impediment to the recruitment of persons of high acedemic 2 T
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are inealeulsble ,.. South fifrienn universitics rre finding it very difficle
to attract teachors nnd research workers of high enlibre ...s The bannin-
without trial of members of our Universitics increnses these difficultics ™

(Bond Yaily Madil, Lugust 7)

Civil Rights Loncue

In a letter to the Cape Times on Lugust 4, Miss M. Rodger, Secretnry -7
the Civil Rights Lespue, said:

"Banming (at 1lémst of well known people) have been less fromquent in recons
months, but this latest one is sufficient tv rrove, if proof were ncednd,
that the Govermment's attitude is not, as some may have believed, mcllowir:
because of the peaceful condition of our ¢ ountry, on which Govermment. apo'---
so frequently insist,

"iny defender of civil and hman righés against ®cvernment policy is 1i-bl
to be attancked when the Governnent comsiders the time opportunc."

THE BLNNING AND THE MEDIC.L PFROFESSICON

] ey —t e e ——

Groocte Schuur Hospitak {Gape Town)

i meeting was ealled by the Department of Medieind of the University of
Cape Towm on July 31. Tt was closed to members of the public and o

the press, but after the meeting, Professor JF Ercek who was Chairman of th-
meeting, issued the following statement to the Press

"The meeting wishes to express its stron;est abhorrence of the reporter
banning without trinl of 2 respected rmember of the medieal profession,
Dr B Hoffenberg.

"In the absence of publicly established legal guilt, it objects to the
restriction of his liberty in goneral, and of his scientific and acadeiic
activities in particular.

"The meeting feels that, in these cireumstnnces, any restriction of his ri-
to practise or teach clinienl medicine, conduct research or publish scionzili
articles would be wrong in principle and detrimental to science and modi~i=e
(Cape Times, iugust 1)

L five man committee composed of doctors at Groote Schuur was electod. o
consider what netion nhoult be taken,

M Hesirnations T atone

The Sunday Times of fLugust 6 reported that a crisis had arisen ot Groote
Schuur Hospitdl over the Goverment's ban, Many serdior and junior memboss
of the department of the hospital staff had threatened to resign unless

the brn was wbthdrawn. The article written by political correspondent,
Statiley Uys, said "This would bring the hosgital to a stand still., The
threat of nnss resignation is, I learn,. specifie - it is contained in two
letters sent to the University Council. These letters reflect the detoridn:
views of most of the serior members of the Department of Medieine nnd vir
tually all the jurdcr members, -Such action is unprecedented at anmy

South /friean hospital."

The following day, the Superintendent of Grocote Schurr Hospital, Dr J Bur-or
and Mr Frank Robb, fcting Chairman of Council of the University of Yape T -
diseclaimed all knowledge of threats of a mass resignation by speciclists

and doctors at the hospital because of the banning. They were commenti:.
on reports of two letters sent to the University Council, "There noy Lowve
letters in the post, but I know nothing about theu. I certnindy dil n
any", said Mr Rohb,
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T WWPA Munndik MEC “n chorge of hospitals said that it would be a great
pity if any of the nmedieal staff at Groote Schuur did resign but he wos con-
fident that the hospital would be able to adjust to the loss.

{‘?’_tﬂas Lugust 7)

However, on fiugust 8, a report in the Hand “nily Mail stated that Prof-
essor JF Brock hnd confirmed thnt"n large part" of the staff of his dep-
artment has snid they wished to give 3 nonths notice in protest ~bminst th
banning, He sa2id he hnas received "n nost moving offer of resigmation®,
but he indicnted that he would try to dissunde the stoff from resiymin’,

He snid that in his opinion strikes by doctors were not consistent with

the Hippoerntic ethic and nass resignation was "an inoppropriate method of
protest", rofessor Brock's views ere given in a statement which ha issuw
ofter n meeting with Dr Munnik nnd-Professor B. Bromilow-Downingy Desn of
the Medieal ~ nculty.

Professor Brock sald "I am very gratified at the dignified, but neverthelas:
impelling protest which has been nade by ry university and my deportient
ot the hospital.

"Part of the unpublicised protest has been o most moving offer of resipintion
after 3 months notice of a large part of the staff of ny department.

"The men whe have nade this gesture are all, for their ope, in the wper
eschelons of ngademic and professional aehievement and the significance of
this very noving gesture must not be undersstimmbed,"

SAEC Slems Doctors

"Current Affairs", the nightly SLBC political commentary, said that "the
intensive camprnign to whip up emotions over the bamming of Dr Raymond Hoff:n-
berg, of Cape Town, has now reached the stage where the interests of the-
commud ty are threatened by o cultivated protest action, The most rocowl
of the unpleasant developments in the organised apgitation is the news thos
doetors at the Groote Schuur Hospital propose resigning en masse if thelr
don't get their wany., If this is the sample of -the spirit of protest which
progressive thinkers are so eager to arouse in South Lfries, balanced pecp.c
can hardly be blamed for thinking that this country might be better off
without protest, By getting themselves mixed up in ttis way with o pol=-
itieal aritation, the doctors in guestion are blotting the reputation of o
esteemed reputation ... How a group has taken up a wespon that must 1ood

to anarchy ... 2 protest in which the sick become the pawns in » pelitie-l
apitation certainly exceeds the scope proper to eitizens for making thoir
opinions known ... If any further proof were needed that the various pro-
fessions should kecp out of politienl agitation, then the present agit ticn
by this group of doctors is the final answer", (Cace Times, Lugust &)

Protest froem the K

Sixteen medical professors of the Universities of Oxford, London, Neotidnsheo
Bglfast — a1l of whom kewe trained Scuth /ifrican pgraduates = signed -~ leti =
of protest at the banning. Phe letter alsc contained the signatures of

24, medical graduates doing post pgraduate work in Britain,

Ons of them, Dr Rapph Wright, who trained at the Undiversities of Cape Town
and Natal, and is Assistant in the luffield Department of Clinical Med-
jeine, Oxford, said in a covering note that many of signatories "are. pecplo
of moderate and conservagive views., Tkis is clearly not a protest by _oft-
wing erities of the South (frican Uovermment's policies”,

The letter reads :

".s members of the medical profession, we wish to express our strongest pro-
test at the banning-of Dr R Hoffenberg,

"This ban has been imposed without stated reasons or open trial, on o mn
who is known to many of us.to be of the highest personal imtegrity. e
associate ourselves with Professor JF Btock's condemnation of this -~cuion
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"Dr Hoffenberg's internations] reputation as a physician, research v rker
and teacher would rende~ him an asset to any cymbtry., His banming is 23l

to aggravate the loss of wdversity teachers from South [friea where the
shortage of skilled doctors is alevendy serious." (Rand Doily Mail, Sen’ ™

British Mediecal Journsl

By its five year ban on Dr Raymond Hoffenbers, the South african Governme 1
has deprived the world of medieine of the services of a distinpuibhed oot .
This was stated in an editorial in the British Mediecal Journal henadod
"Senmbence without Trial", "No research worker can hope to naingein his 1
without freedom to associate with colleapues, to travel and publish his
findings M The ban on Dr lloffenberg, had "excommunicated" him from pr
fessional life,

L letter in the journal from 18 eminont sminent members of the medienl
profession stated that his mediecal inteprity was not in question. Wia
must, therefore, assume that he is being persecuted for his humanitori-n
work",  (Rand 5111'_13 Mail, Lwrust 25)

Ipotests from the United States

Forty five South ifrican trained medieal men who hold professorships,
fellowships and other important posts at Universities and hospitels
throughout the United States and Canada signed a letter to the Cope “1 05
protesting at the banming of Dr Raymond Hoffoenberg, 4All the signatories
were former students and faculty members of the medical scheool of tho
University &f Cape Town.

Theier lottor reads :

"We, the undersigned, efpress our dismay at the recomt-bonning of Dr-q
Hoffenborg,

"Dr Hoffenberg's achievements as clomician, tencher and research worker
have been marked by humandty, integrity and a high degree of excellene-
which hz has justly received world recognition.

"It is inconceivable that a pan of this stature can be suppressed in sc
arbitary a nammer and his considerable tolents dispensed-with, Both
the citizens of South .[frica and his colleapues threughout the world ~re
entitled to an explanation.

"We agree with Professor Brock when he refers ti t ese bannings as hichly
irregular ahd undemccratic procedures,

"If the information at the disposal of the Minister is of a nature ©o
warrant such stringent measures, it must surely be sufficient to requir =
specific charges be brousht aliainst Dr Hoffenberg in the courts,

"We wrge the Minister to follow this course. Only in this manner con
he aveoid discrodit to South Lfriea, particularly within the scientific
cireles of the world where Dr Hoffenberg is so well knowna" (Cape Tincs,
Lugust 30)

Profe John ¥ Broek

The Head of the Vepartment of Medieine -t Groote Schuur ilospital, Pr-:ri‘u;ﬁs:l“r
John F, Broek, issucd n statement condenmning "forthrightly and with 21 the
authority I can comand, the banning of Dr Hoffenberg.

Professir Drock disclosed that he had same thine ago sought ‘l;h_u rengon: for
the withdrawal of Dr Hoffenberg's passport in October, 19€5, but had no
beon able to obatin themn,

"The highest administrative officials of the Rpublic and the (Capc)
provinee were unable to get information for me about the nature of Ir
Hoffenberg'a alleged misdeneanours,.
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MMhis 48 indecd an etracrdinary situantion in n democratic country. The
Mimistor (of Justice) is given infornation by officials, the accurncy
of whose information cammot be checked by the highest officials outsics
the Minister's immedimtepyramid, nursthe duly conmstituted courts of tii+
country,"

FProfessor emﬁﬁﬁaiﬂed that his statement was 2 personnl one but he said bz
had both the freddon and the duty to speak publicly.

Outlining Dr Hoffen erg's various achievements Professor Broey saic it o
had won acclaim and high regard throushout the world by his research.

From mmerous press reports it would appear that Professor Brock hrs becn
instrugental in organising most of the protests eminating from the Univer i+
He will also be n member of the delegation which has asked to sec ti: tine-
igter of Yustice on Dr Hoffenberg's behalf, The full text of Professcr
Brock's statement issued soon after the banning appenrs as an appencdix

to this digest,

DELEGLTION TO_THE MIZISTER
Lt the Council neetin® of the University of Cape Town on fugust 2, o doo-
ision wns renched for the Council to seek an interview with the Minister
of Justice, Mr Pelser, to make represamtntions about thebanning of Dr
Hoff: wberg, (Cape Times, Aurust 3)

in cditorial in the Cape Times of the same day said:

"Presumably if its (the Council) deputation is not satisfied with the
Minmister's information, it will be asked for the banning to be reseinfod

at once. Wo believe that the deputation should go straight to the rrino
Minister who still keeps security operations in his handa., We also beliowv:
the deputation should be ns strong as possible seess”

Several days later, Mr Frank [obb, iseting Chairman of the UWT Couneil,
announced that nembers of the deputation would be ¢+ The Chancellor of
the University, Mr Harry Oppenheimer; the Principal and Viee . ' @
Chancellor, Mr U.P. Duminy, the Chairman of the Couneil, Mr Clive Cor .
and Prof JF Brock, Professor of Medicine, (Cape Times, Lugust 7)

That evening the Cape _ryus reported that the llinister of Justice had nct
vet sgresd to see a decutation from the University of Cape Town in
connection with the banming, JLn officinl at the Minister's office =nic
that Mr Pelser had reccived n requ.st from Dr JP Duminy, asking hin to
meet the deputaticn, Mr Pelser had replied, asking Br Duniny to set cutb
in f1ll and in writing the representations he wanted to mnke, Vhen the
Minister received these details he.would consider receiving a deput tiom.

{EEEB LIS iaw‘b T}

Replying to this in an cditorisl on iugust 9, the Hand Yaily Mrdl, snid:

"It i almost ineredible that Mr Pelser, the Minister of Justice should
have responded to a recquest for nn interview by a top-level University -f
Cape Town deputation in such a peremptory nnd discourteous nanncree..

There could searcely be nssembled four more eminent citizens to wailt upon
the Minister., But to their request to see him, tho reply is: put it

in writing, State your ressons for wanting an interview, When th:t hes
been done your request ecan be considered. This is prepeeterous,

Who does the Minister think he is? e farpets he is o servant of the
public with an obligntion to make himelf ~wvailable if a responsible apnroaci
from responsible people is made to him, Furthermore, it is unlike ths
quiet, disereet Mr Pelser to behave in this way. Is it not more probabl:
thot ho responded as Mr Vorster told hin to do? We must bear in mind Tacs
the Prime Minister hns kept internal security under his own wingese.-
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But whocwer was resgunﬁibl&, the reply was inexcusable.... That?s the

way it goes, The Yovernment ... soys in effect: We have made owr decisin..,
there is nothing further to discuss ... we want no cormplaints, How's 13
for democracy?"

l. report in the Star of iLugust 24 indicated that it would be unlikely th~s
Mr _elser would meet the delegntion, It snid "Reportes in the lransve-1
Iifriknans newspoper have indicated thnt the Minister will not discuss

the controversial banming with any group. He will probnbly reply in
writing to Dr Duminy telling hinm that it hnd been found necedsary te

ban Dr Hoffenberg and that was that., This was foreshadowed by the Yrinc
Minister, Mr Verster, when he spoke at Koffiefontein ecarlier this mwmuo o0
said that it had been found ncocessary to bhan Dr Hoffenberg because it "7
been established in terms of thoe Suppression of Communism fiet that he

hnd been promoting the aims of Communism,"

LIfter severnl weeks, it wns repérted in the Hand “aily il and Capo T2ooo
thi:t the lMinister of Justice had said that he nt no stage hnd expross.’
unwillineness to discuss the bannine with the depunttion "in so far -s

it affects the umiversity's functions. "

Mr felsar geid that he hed replied in writing to Dr Duminy concerning the
request to nmeet the university's delegation., ".11 I can say at the
moment is that I have not closed the door."

Dr Duminy confirmed that a letter had been received.  However, Mrs lir x>
Hpffenbérg, wife of the banned man, said she haod not been informed ~bout’
this development, "I am absclutely in the Jdark about it, Dy -Dhamirngy h-s

not contacted us since my husabedn was banned." (Rand Daily Mail, Septe bom 70

There have been no further press reports concerning the deputation.

FULTHER PHOTESTS

R PN in D s e — e ] P G ——

Letter in the London Times

On Thursday, ‘ugust 17, the following lotter, sighed by 27 signetorics
including Sir Rebert Birley, former Visting Professor of Education t
Witwantersrand University nppesred:

"Thia ban means thot he ermnot tenech nt n undversity nft-r this year, -nd
that he e¢an no longer ploy any part in the wlefare work which has owo’ o
much tho him,  Nothing he writes nny be publigshed, and he mry attond no
socinl gatherings, which is interpreted as being more than two pursor:
together., He is removed from the w rld of medical sgienco.

"Tn view of thesc =xtreme restrictions, we cannot avoid asking : Why lis
he not been charged with a eriminal offence?  How can the South frie-n
Govermment evade this question?

"If they cdo there will be orly onc possible conelusion - that they know it

to be impossible bo bring a charge ngainst him suecessfully. .and if this
is so, what do they expect the rest of the world to think 2"

Pretoria University.

SLIBPL reported (29/8/67) that a "mild sensation" had becn csused by too
protest of 23 merbers of the University.of South frieca amd one fron the
University of Pretoria agninst the bamming, The petition was deliver:d t
the Minmister of Justice ~nd nsked that Dr, doffenberg be allowed to
continue lecturing at the Cape Town Medieal School and that he be =1 0w
to contimie publishing the findings of his rosenrch.
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N: n Wde 5 tories

On I..u{rus‘l:. 28 End 29 a full page advertisement appoared in the Capo Timee
cnd the Hand “aily Madl carrying the nonmes of over 800 signatories,
to the followi ng stat:ment*

"In the interests of justice, we, the undersigned, wish to place on rac
our total opposition to the morally reprehensiblc practise of bannine
without prior trial which is currently being npplisd to Dr Raymond
Hoffenberg and dthers, and urge you, the Scouth .frican public, to join -
in veleing owr dismay at the flagrant violation of hunman rights being
suffercd by our countrymen,"

The signatorics included many wdll-known citizens from throwhout South
Africa.

In the weeks fn]_'Luw:l.m the appearance of the advertisenent, hundreds of
people wrote into the Cape Tines associating themsclves m."t-h the protest.

S8 b

The banning without trial of Dr Roymond Heffenborg wns condenmed by the
Cape Town eircuit of the Methodist Church of South ifrica at its f;riwt‘rL'

meeting in Gape Town. In a motion carried by a majority of a group of (0 -v”

fifty church leaders, the neeting resolved to express throush the ne a-
papers the faet ﬂ'.l.-!Lt- it "deplores the banming of Dr Hoffenberg nnd wholis
the right of every individunl to nave aeccess to the fourts of 1ow™,

The nmeeting also resolved to send a letter to the Chanecellor of the ndversit-

Mr Harry Oppenheimer to inform him of their stand ngninst the bon,
(C: Times, lugust 2)

lMeanwhile the finglicnn Bishop of Johammesburg, the Rt Rev Leslie Stradlin-,
5nid that while protests were at times eaaen‘b:.n_"l_ in the main &he era

of protests- agninst the Govermment's I‘E!.EEpﬂ]J_E:LEE had passed. Bishop
Strodling aﬂiﬂ,in faet, he had more than oncefrund it necessary oversc s

to defend the South ifriean Government against "ignorant and nalieious =
representation, The Bishop said that he was opposed t» protest not conly
becnuse it is bound to be ineffectual, - "If that is all, it might still’ he

tur duty t3 go on moldng them. Such protests, however, harden the oppos ot

and nake it impossible for us to have any r::.hﬂnr:a of influencing them - ths
good, ‘hat I beliewve we should be doing is to bring Christian pros ures
to bear in the Actual situations in which we are", (Star, Lvéust 2)

In an edit rinl on fugust 2, the Star replied "God help South [fricans iu
they learn to stdy silent in the face of wrongs."

EDITORLLL GOIMENT

e roaeay WY Y T ow oy e

Cope Times (Jwuly 31)
teaelhat Dr Hoffanberg should ba publiely pumished and restricted withox

g

& &

any recourse to the courts and with no explanntion is a bad enough ref=leii n

on the state of civil rights in this country, That South African nodienl

seience should be fnced with the severce loss of the serviees in such o ¢nane

way, and our reputation before the world and in internationnl scientific
instutions be further damaged, adds to the need for expressing grave
national conecern., 411 bodies from university and medienl asuthoritdies

to our policitesl leaders should demand that the Government should dirpn di-t-1

ntterpt to defend the banming by some court action, or immediately rescinc
For our own part we syspect that Dr Hoffenberg may be the vietin eithur 7

some extraordinary blunder or some obscurely dirccted campdipgn to illust-- .

n point of propoganda. In the sbscence of an adequate explaination of °7
ban, both this newspaper and a wvery large group of South .fricans will
comtimie to suspect sc...that the students of NIELS admire Dr Hoffenb. -
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or seck his advice is no more cxcuse for Sccurity Police intervention
thrn it would be for such interventi-n i the Studentebond for that
bodies nddietion to odd ~dvice ~nd encoursment from certain forvent
Mationnlist figures in wdversity, official and public life..."

Star (fLupust 1)

"There are twn grave cbjections to the bammdng ..... One is its arbitorin. -
He is under socinl and academic arrest of a sewers order, and nobody ¢ n v
find out for certain why., Thus nobody kmows wkat to avedd deding to cson

a ginilar fate ... This is accustoming the public to the sinister neth oo

of Communism, not suidirng them along non-Conmnist paths ... I Drl . N
Hoffenberg is a political skellum, there would be a case f or n%str:.{::‘l:::.:-“.* Tiis
political activities, not his academic cnes,  Bubtthe b:'.'.rmln%]f syste ia
incapable of making that distinction, It rmust stop everything or motair
Sn it restricts o man who was doing some very sophisticated resem:ch on
glands, of value to the /.tomic Energy Commission and to medicine in e
If South Lfrica eventually loses out to Comrunism it will be- becausc f
brain bans like this."

[

ITT et

Cape Areus (Lupust 2)

"ees The ecrim scerecy about officinl actions of this kind is as detri-ert
to the functionming of the public serviee as it is to puhlie eonfidenc.

that South ffriea ie not o police state, especinlly when it touches tho
freedom of the individual, and we believe that the papers in such cnscs
should be made available for review by a special panel consisting of, soy,
two or three retired judges empowered to report direet to the Prime

Minister on whether severe limitations of a man's freedom -re really just
ified or not."

Southern Cross (August 2)

The basic reactions of Christians is«"to hold that a man is probably irncess
of any offence until he freely admits puilt,: or is proved gpuilty beyond

any reasonable doubt, In the case of the fHpiesl banning case in South
[frica, the misdeeds of the banned are not even sepcificd”,

Daily Dispateh (August 3)

"eeoIn the absonce of any official statefient, the impression could M frrriad
overseas that Dr Hoffenberg hts beon banned simply because his opinicns ~ro
not liked hy the Govermnment, and that South [friea therefore, is no longoer
a democratic eountry ...."

Eastern Province Herwld (Lugust 5)

Phe political correspondent on the newsnaper sugsested that the banmin: wee
welltimed "eoming at a stage of division and petty squablling within ths
ranks of the Hationslist Party. Within the next few weeks, the first of
a serins of Hati mnlist Party congresses will beheld and it is not heyond
the bounds ¢f possibility that he (Dr Hoffenberg) is nothing more thean -
victia chosen to help heal the broach between the Verkramptes and the Vor-
ligtesh

Rand Daily Mail (August 5)

"aeolit the stroke of a pen in a bureaucrat's office Or Hoffenberg's corper
and most of his personal life have been destreyed,

"It is sometime since a person of Dr Hoffenberz's eminence has been touched
although a steady trickle of bannings of obscure non whites continues to

be recorded, almost wmoticed, in Government Gazettes, The total of baadrnes
has risen tc 683, which puts us on a pas with Iron Curtain countries,

banana republies, black diectatorships and such non depocrazcies as Spain,
Portuzal and Greece.
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"Tn the suhmisaive atmosphere that prevails the Government nmoy hove

it could get away with this bunning with lattle or no reccticn. Foy o
like others, it helieved the ern of protest had passed...This, ngain.o
is the point of protest, Silence is scen ns an aquiesence and thus on--
cournges further nttacks on eivil liberty, .nd when protest is well
founded and well expressed, ..« it has o power that cruses even autocr -
to pause,

"o all who know him, Dr Hoffenberpg is = loved and respected figure, o =0,
cultivoted and immensely talented man, Irondieally it is his wunlirdting
labour for food thourh sometines unpopular cnuses, and his unwaverin: =
dedication to western vnlues that have brought him into conflict with ~o
Eatablishment much less cormitted to such vrlues,

"There isno questicn of Dr Hoffenberg having committed a erime of ~ry 14
aven in terms of the many curious and compliecated political laws thot o
suspicious govermment has put on our books, If so, he must bhe hrowshs 5
court and charged nccordingly. srpve

"Nor ean he be regarded as a dangerous person for he is allowed to conite i
teaching at a university until the end of the year, Bub it is no protistiin
to be innocent of anything thnt ear be shown to he a ecrime, Offieinl din-
favour is enough to trpgger the ¢ ownrdly act of banning,

"No reason has been given, of course, nor is likely to be Peecause it corn~m
stand thelight of day. Owr guess is that the ban stems from Dr Hofferber; -
ties with s tudents for they have sought his adviee and encouragenent in
their pathetic rear guard strugele for scodemic frecdem and frecdom from
race diserimination on the érmpus,

"We c:ll om 21l who have faith in the Western wny of life, espeecinlly

trial in ths courts veder the rule of law to join the growing

chorus of dissent so that it rocks the nir., Lrbitary bannings are unediviloo.o
The Govermment must be told seo in terms it ean understand, This neons poo oo
by evervons who still cares,"

Sundny Times (jiugust 6)

", ..The decision hns been taken in scerct, without trial, and imposed
arbitrarily. The nation is therefor left to speculatz on what it is ~l11
ahout; and in order to discover the truth the best we enn do is ~ttempt
to draw inferences from the known fnets.

"It could be infored, for exomple, thot the Minister of Justice woudd =0
immose 2 ban of such severity unlesshe had good reason to dn so.

"It could be inferred that Dr Hoffenberg's anctivities must have been vor -
illegal indeed to warrant this severe penalty.

"On the other hand it could be inferred that illegal activities of such
maguitude would be hrought bhefore the courts,

"It could be inferred that, given = choice, the !inister would prefer
punishment to be inflicted by the cowrts, when justice is not only drns,
but seen to be done, rather than in secreey by people sitting in judgoucnt
in their own cnuse,

"As the Minister did not take the matter to court, it could be inferrad thot
he had no case to bring to court. And if he liad no case to bring to couwt,
it could be inferred that Ir Hoffenberg's activities were not so seriou -«
to justify the harsh han iwposed on him, "
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Sunday Exoress (furust 6)

"Why should Dr Hoffenberg be singled out new?  Perhaps, instead of re-
talinting over D%f_'enc:e and .did, the Govermment is trying to silence hi.
because of his invilvement in student nffnirs,

"If so, it is acting just ns hadly. Students are entitled to consult
anyons they like - and to net on that advicé, if they so desire,

If it is liberal ndvice that they happen to get, there is nothing
wrong with that,

"Cape Town, is, we may remind the Govermrent, a liberal university and
there iz no law to say that either the university or its stuwlents should &
other than liberal in outlook,

"Could it be that there are other rensons for restrieting Dr Hoffenberg: ¥
If there are then the Government should come out into the open and sy who’
they AT'e esse No man should have his life and 1ivlihood destrgyed in this
manner without there being recowrse to.-or the chace of redress from tho
court,

"However, in the intclerant and inyielding atmosphere in which we 1live in
South Aifrica today, it would serve no purpose to ask the Gowerment to
charge Dr Hoffenberi; - or free him from the restrictions.

"Such appeals fall on donf ears,”

Pretaria Hews (Lugust 7)

Phe most powerful argument, the Pretoria News noted hnd nothing to do’mch
Dr Hoffenborg's achicverents or world opinion. "It is simply that the Sou
is wrong, a gro8és invasion of the fundamental humen rights thot should bo
sacrocanct in ~ny democratic country except in time of war or jrave notitn L
emerseney, "

Cape Tines (fugust 7)

"The Govermment has hitherto offered little of no detailed justification &
the great number of bannings it has imposed on persons, restrictions by
mimisterial edict and without any chance of defence in the courts. It

has relied on some undoubtedly spectacular sueccesses by the Seeurity Jronch
o act a8 a Dlanket justifiecation for all its mounting mmber of actions in
this field, But the Goverrment would be well advised to pay greater

heed to the gathering public disquiet and suspicion about these unexpl-ir
and intested deprivations of the liberty and eben earning copaecity of
individusls, Dr Hoffenberg's case hecause of its very prominence, onec
again brings into qlestion the whole system of bamning under which sors © 5
persons have been arbitarily condemned to heavily penalised lives, or fo-o
out of the country on exit permits, if they are lucky, We may remind th
Govermnent that its effort to explain the ban on Mr Ian Robertson » 1ittl
aver a year ago gave no grounds for confidence in this undemocratic pro-
cedure of by-passing - or perhaps even dodging - a court hearing and ifs
subsequent opportunity of defience for a citlzen implicitly accused. ol suwiw.roive
activity, The Goverfment already has enormous legislative powers for
controlling both subwersion, snd the courts are bound by those. Its
charpe. ngnihst Dr Hoffenberg, ift it has amy, shoudl be brought befere tho
courts in the shortest possible time - or the country will be left susvecuin
that it has no charpe at all that it dares submit to public and impw il 13"

Star (Lugust ¥)

"There was a time when the public assumed that the police, and the Hinfet r
"must know something" when a prominent person was -banngd. That .confic.re.
was punctured 1last year when the then Minister of Justice wns per-

sunded, unwisely as it turned out, to disclose his reasons for bannmins **
President of lusas, Mr Ian Robertson,
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"For whon the Hinister's "Facts" were exrined, they were nearly all wrone,
Mr Robertson had nover hean to Swaziland, and when the Minister corrected
this to Bechuanaland it was shown that he had never beon there either,

He had only heen an ex officioc member of Defence and Lid and  hnd nover
attended a mecting,

"he banmine of Dr Hoffenberg must be secen in this context, If the polico
"kmow something” have they got their facts right this time? It is in tho
nature of these powers, and the main critieism of them, that they eamot
e tosted, The Goverrment will not say anything, and in the light of tha
Robertson affair, it is unlikely to be drawn out of its scerecy agada, "

Die Volksblad (August 8)

"It is not possible to argue on the merits of the ben, What we do know i
thnt the Goverrnment has o very clean record in this regard.”

Dic Oosterlis (August 10)

One can'believe theot the State's crnse is shove a1l suspicion, But owven if
the rule is silence, there ie certainly scmething to be eeid for maida ..

exception where it is regarded as in the interests of the country,

We are convinced that if the reasons for Dr Hoffenberg's restrictions wer:

announced, few would have the courage to dipute them,"

The Friesd(August 10)

"It is apparent that supporters of the Govermment do not comprehend the
grogs cruelty invelved in a banning order; otherwise surely there would ba
evidence of Nationalist questioning about the moral and political wisdem

of silencing pecple and virtually destroying their lives at the stroke of 2
pen,"

London Sunday Times (fdgust 20)

"Mr Vorster has finally lost patuconce withbhis inability to write all tie
newspapers all the time, and has threatened to heap this chore too wpon his
overburdened security men. ILikewise, the frontiers if the common restricticn
order have been pushed to more daring, nonsensical and outragecus limite

than ever. With the banning from normal work =nd society of Dr Rgymond
Hoffenberg, a leading medical scientist, it seems possible that the Mind«
of Justice has gone further ever than some of its supporters can tolerate .

It is a grotesque brench of acodemic frecdom".

Brain Drain
Almost every major newspaper drew attention to the effect of Dr Haoffenbe

als

ban on the "brain drain", This point was also raised in mmoerous letisr

Typical of these was an editerial which appearcd in the Star of Lugust 75

"o cne quarrels with the large sums of money South ifrica is spending t-
attract irmigrants, It is hardly possible, in a country with an econ-
standing as fast as ours, to import too many skilled workers.

WBut while the satisfactory general inflow is being mnintained, at the
nighest level the movement is in the wrong direction. South ifricn is losic
more scientists and university staff than are being imported. Witwnterern
University, fo r example, has in the past ten years lost 80 staff r-rsc’ podirA
40 from overseas, and other Universities report a similar *brain dr l'l'..l,— |
The President for the Council for Scientific and Industrial Research, Ur ..o
reported last month that 7 out of 10 post graduate students who are “vors -
for further study, do not intend returning.

"hese are losses the country cannot afford, Four things at 1enst‘r1; Py
be done. Salaries must be made comparab.le with those oversens, which
in same cases are two and three times ns high;  there must be better
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laboratory equipment; library facilities must be improved, =and finnlly,
there must be an end to existing politiecal infringement into university
autonomy such as so tragieally occured in the case of Dr Hoffenberg.

"1l these things,the Goverrment, and only the Govermment, can put risit,
If the notion's universities are not better subisidised the positicns wil'

persist in which we gzain skills at the lower levels andlose them at the 1l.”

Footnote : The articles covered in this digest by no means represent
the entire press comment on the subject,
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FULL TUAT OF STUTEMGIT 1LDE BY PROFESSOR JF BROCK, HEAD OF DEP.RTMENT-
OF MEDICINE LT UNIVERSITY OF C.PE TOWN ON TiE BLNNING OF DR R HOFFENBEIG

I rust condemn forthrightly, with 211l the authority I enn comond, the
undemoeratic and unjustified gotion of the Deportnent of Justice in
issuing n bannipg order to Dr R Hoffonberg, a serdor, responsible nnd

invenlusble colleague and member of my staff, and a physician and researciivo - oo

of ihternntionally accepted merit.

I, as one of the prof, .,ors in the medieal faculty, =an primarily responsibl
to the university and have both the freedom and obligetion to speak public »
on matters affecting nedical teaching and research and the world wide prdo:i-
underlying university life and thought.

I am speaking therefore on behalf of some 76 specialist physicians and aomo
50 non-specialised doctors of the Division and Department of Medicin: w
are directly responsibles to me for thoir hospital and university stucdics.

Qutstandine

Dr Hoffenberg has the rank of full time physician and senior lecturcr in
ry department. Ho is responsible to me for the organdisation and rael oF
the nllocation, supervision and norking of the work of ocur nedical stucon s
in the wards of the Department of Medicine. He huas deom this with dis-
tinetion and to my entire satisfaction.

He is an outstanding consultant physician, and a considerable part of tho
ward work for which I om responsible has been delegnted tolim, It is
carried out with the greatest officiency ond devoted care, He is ros. o oih
for all the dirgnostic isctope mork of the Department of Medieine in hespl il
dingnosis and research and is a highly respected consultant to otper
departments in the -same matters,

He is an expert in endoerinology and metnbdlism and is consulted by ~11
departments of the hospital in his expert field., His rescorches hawve won
him acclaim and high regard throushout the world,

Passport Confisented

Only recently before the banning order became operative, I asked on hbelv
of the hospital and the university th.t he should be albowed n temportiy
travel document ro attend = meeting of the International Jtordc Encr=-
Agency in Vienna td which he had been invited. His expert knowldooo
wisdon and judgnement would toke many years to replace if he were te
leave South [frica.

Dr Hoffenberg reported to me in October 1965 that his passport had beon cor-
fiscated. Although I khow Dr Hoffenberg to be a man of liberal, hurinnn
and unambiguous opinions, I have never had any reason to beliewvc :
directly or indirectly, that he has ever indulged in illegal activitio:

He gave mo his assurance in the latter point and I undertock to explor:

the reasons for the apparently unjustifiasble withdrawal of his pasaport
which must, if continued impair his effieciency im research and in sorvioos
te the sick publie, Ho modern physieian, much less a research worker,

in South Lifiiea, ecen remain efificient in his work if he cannot wider haie
experienes abroad.

Heasons Scught

By correspomndence nnd interview I sought reasons from the top admine
istrative officials of the Republic's research and hospital structur- in
Cape Town and Pretoria an® from members of the Cabinet, Bwerywhera I u:s
met by sympathetic understanding (for which I was grateful), but I ran-
no informntion, Th& highest administrative officials of the Republic
and the Province were unable to get information for me about the natir

of Dr Hoffenbergs alleged misdemeanours,
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It appears that the highest among them ecammot get even confidential
infermatidon about members if ther own stoff who have been similarly
treated.

This is infeed an extraordinary situation in a demccratic coumitry.

The Minister is given 'information by offieials the accuracy of whose
information eannot be checked by thehipghest officials outside the Minist.or's
immediate pyramid nor by the duly vonstituted courts of the country,

Sole discretion

The Hinister has the sole discretion for deciding whether the inforticn
given to him is correct, He then hes to decide in terms of ,... ths
Suppression of Commnism act whether hw is satisfied that the indiviiw l
"onrames in activites which are furthering or may frrther the objects L
commanism”,  Most authoritics would rogardthis as a highly subjective
opimion.

I abhor comrmanisg as rmch ns does the Minister, hut I presume we woul!
have to allow that one of the objects of cormnism is the welfarc of

the people of n given state., The Minister, Dr Hpffenberp and mysclf’
mist surely all be puilty on this acecount. The Minister's subjective
juigement eamnot be challenged by anybody except presunably the Prine
Minister and the Cabinet, This subjective opirdon cammot be tested aven
in the highest courts of the land, The Mindster does nct inform ths
individual of the cources or nature of the information on-which he hns
arrived at his subjective conclusions.

Carmot reply

-

The accuscd e~nnot reply because he has no charges to whiech to makc ' rorly,
More peieifically he is prchibited from nakinge a reply.

These highly frrejular undenceratic procedures might conceviably bo Justi.®ie

in a iven ense fora limited poried while further inquiries are boin:
instituted, and particularly in o state of energency. I am preparcd t
believe :md acceot that our Republic is at present in a state of LT, ONey
The further inquiries should, oven in thess circunatances, have 1ir linited
duration and should then be tested in the duly. cﬂns‘l:.itu‘t-::d courts of tho

country.

Dr Hoffenberg's prssport was withdrawn eaely two years ago and he hns
frequently been vistied by serurity officials, but spparently in thic tiro
the security officinsls and the Minister have hum un:ble to elicit

any informrtion which could be made public or tested in the courts,

Cn dilike

I ecan only econclude that the Anister and his security, of ficials nre

either inefficient or they are wrong; I should prefer to believe the lstior.
I suspect that the bamming is based on nohting more than dislike of Dr
Hoffenberg's opinions, which hHe has never hidden. I hope the liinister

will accept the challenge and test Fis subjective judgement threugh tho
highest cowrts of the land, If T nm wrong in my subjective judgerent,

I shall be the first to spologise,

I am critieising him only because he will not give me informstion on which
to base the more objective opinions which I should like to form and h-174,

I believe that the Minister and myself are both deveted and loyal Seuth
Lfricans; L know that I am and I believe that he is, I myself beli ve

in a mumber of things which I think the Minister woild fully agree witiy

I believe that South ifrien is passing through difficult and perilous 17 .-
if not an emergency; I.believe that South Lfricare should slose their r-ris
and labour for the welfare and progress of our Republic prvided they 4. 2t
have to saerifice points of deeply-held prineciple such as freedom of i It
I personally would prefer firm govermment to -marchy, and I believe we coil?
gnsily hove anarchy in South ifrica is we did not have firm goverment,

I believe, however, and I hope that the Minister might agree witi nc, tho
firm rovermment is not ineonsistent with freedom of opirdon and ordin o
justice,
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Ssiie's reputation

In the matter of this banmming, I am less concerned with Dr Hoffenber; th:t
with the reputation of my country. Dr Hoffenberg's reputation in the
international field of science and medicine is -uite sccure and will nct o
adversely affected by the subjectibe judgement of one of our Mimisters,

If he were to leave South frica he would be snapped up immediantely for

high positicn,

It is we who would be the losers and I am astonished that the circumst-ric
of this banning order appear to be aimed at achieving just this loss,

Tt is difficult not to feel resentful at the apprent folly of cuttine cif
our nose to spite our face. It makes me deeply sad for the country .hizh
I love,

LY}

Most heinous

fmong the very bad principles irnvolved in this banning order the rnost hein-ws
is the apparent immediate han on the publiention of scientific articles =
the implied ban after the end of the 1967 acndemic year on the ordinary
professional and academic nctivities of Dr Hoffenbery, The first wowlid
appear to be inconceivable in a democratic state. The second would ho
conceivable in a sane community only after formal charges of illegnl ncti n
have been sustained by the highest courts ~f the lahd, I will not comant
further until the iupression has heen confirmed, I understand that tic
Council of my undversity is seeking lepgnl interpretation of these obseviritice

Cpen lesp onsibility

I should like to make it clear that I am mnking t is statement on my wr
responsibility as Professor of Medicine and Head of the Diwision and T -t
of Medicine at Groote Schuur Hospital, I have ihformed my undversity

the Yedicnl Superirtendent of the hospitnl that I am making n statemont 11
have not consulted either.

I hold, for a period of three yenrs, the responsible position of Presic =3
of the Ccollege of Physicians, Surgeons and Gymecologists of Scuth Afric-

but this important medical body is not implicated in ny cpinions. Th-t CoL
together with the S.... Medical and Dental Council, and the Medicnl Zss: -
iation of South Africa, will be nsked to consider and report wpon the
propriety of the action taken by the Minister against n respected molox o7
ouwr profession. For the moment, I am sperking on my sole responsibilis .

My good faith in the matter should, I think, be apparent, I am Sout
Lfrican born and bilingual,
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