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INTRODUCTION

NUSAS COMGRESS 18985 — studens from all gwar the country decide that the theme for 1988 will be “Action for Democracy ™

NUSAS in the 1980s

NUSAS believes that as young white
South Africans with a commitment to
a non-racial, democratic and peaceful
future in South Africa, we are faced
with certain responsibilities and chall.
enges. We have a responsibility 1o find
out what is reslly happening in this
country and we are faced with the
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challenge of finding ways to work 1o
end the injustices of our society and
build a democratic future,

Last December, students from all
gver South Africa came together at
MNUSAS Congress and adopted the
thems “Action for Democracy’’, This

reflected their cofmmitment to Wwork-
ing for democracy and peace in a
society which 1% increasingly torn by
conflict, This publication 5 the
beginning of what will hopefully be
an ongoing process of thought and
action on the campuses throughout
this year,

il oy b
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Ways of Seeing

NE RE
ABOIT

TALKIMNG
RECORDED

HISTORY 5 COLIN ~

NATIWES

D on T COUNT,
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All of us see ourtelves and the world
around us in & particular way, What is
important to understand B that we
do not decide independently how we
wish to see things, Rather, our “ways
of seeing” and our valuss are the
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result of a wide range of different
influences - newspapers, TV, ouwr
family and friends, our teachers and
religious ministers and the army if
wa've been, QOur experience of life
also shapes our attitudes and beliefs —

clearly an African child who has been
brought up in gne of the “homelands™
will have a different impression of
South African society from an English-
speaking child brought up in a wealthy
suburb,
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Each of the different sources of in-
fluence on us presents its artitudes
and values as being “correct” and
uniwased, in reality fhough, each has
its own specific view of society, its
own particular perspective and its
own  prejudices, So, for example,
both the English and the Afnkaans
ipeaking press claim to be objective
and wo simply “report the facts™, yet
gath elearly pretents the news in
quite different ways, At school we
are taught a “history of South Africa”,
yvet we are basically presented with 2
history of white people in  our
coguntry; all that we are told about
black people is that they itole catthe
and worked on the mines!

AGITATORS

We are <old, and might believe, that
conflict in Souwth Africa is the result
of a few Moscow-backed agitators,
rather than the result of the funda-
mental inequalities of our SoCiEty.

CHANGE FROM
THE EXPERTS

And wa are told, often quite subtlely, SEEING THE WGRE FHDM THE SAME

that the Way our foCiety i§ NOwW i3

the way it ought to be; to the extent PERSPECTIVE : Qur views and values are
h it receds it should be . .
oAl shaped by the education we receive, the

UUNCEU N AR U newspapers we read, TV, our family and
“experts”, The effect of all this is that . d
we are often prevented from seeing the frienas.....

possibility of building a l:ﬂfﬂ"d Those with similar backgrounds and exper-
e i i nd, B, . .
hsipssiiasab A icnces tend to have similar values.

in that process,
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Every day of last year we read in our
newspapers of workers out on strike;
of mass protest against rent amd
busfare hikes; of whole communities
engaging in consumer boycotts; of
rroops going into  townships  and
hundreds dying in the violence that
ensued; of thousands detained in the
state of emergenty and mass allega
tioms of torture; of sabotage attacks
by the ANC and of cross border
raids by the SADF,

1985 was nothing new in this regard:
conflict has characterised our society
for many years and has intensified
dramatically since 1976, This conflict
involves us directly and a8 South
Africans who e a future in this
country, we need to wunderstand its
causes. We are used to the official
VIBW

“South Africa is made up of
a diverse range of peoples of

different cultures and ethnici-
ties, It is inevitable that in
such a complex society many
problems will arise. On our
own, we would be able to
rasolve thesa problems satis-

SOWETO 1876 — the conflict and mamsacres in Soweto horrified the world, Since then,  T8CTOFily and proceed with the
egnilict has escalaved and Sowth Alrice hat witnesied far worse incidents,

S TETE T LT R e PR B i L R A S e e I ..
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necessarily seoarste develop-
ment of our peoples. The
Soviet Union, however, has
its eye on the mineral re-
sources of our land and is

intent on winning control
of the stratecically important
Cape saa-route. It is waging a

Total Onslayght aaainst us. To

this end, agitators have been
planted through out the coun-

try to exploit our problems
and to promots unrest It is
these agitators, together with
the many other people who
have been naively manipulated

by them,k that have made our

society 3o conflicted.”

After hearing this, we are expected to
wpport more security laws  being
passed and more detentions and bann-
ings s the government tries to “elim-
inate the agitators”, Yet, these actions
by the government hawve intensified,
and not reduced, conflict, This is pre-
cisely because the conflict arses, not
out of the work of “sgitators”, but
out of the legitimate grievances of

millions of South Africans living n

in @ fundamentally unequal society,

““Revolutionaries may stamp their feet., The
communists may scream their lies. Our

enemies may try to undermine us. But here
is the reality

| said that no South African will be excluded
from full political rights."”

(But that doesn’t mean, Pik,that you can say
we will some day have a black president )
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An Ordinary South African |

Thabo Mhilaba is an ordinary South
African, Reference [(Pass) Book no
012 470653 003 21. Every morning he
leaves home at 5.00am to be able to
reath work at FO00am. He works an
gight-hour day, plus two hours of
compulsory owvertime (the company
won't employ people who don't work
overtime),

ST T

o

He produces shoes thousands of
shoes every day., By the end of the
week, he has produced R120, 00 worth
of shoes, but gets a paycheck for
R35,00 The other RB500 goes to
the boss, who covers his costs, and
takes the remaining REB5,00 as profit,

Dut of his R35,00, Thabo has o pay £
for his food, his clothes and rent, It is
difficult to pay for these things on
R3500 — transport costs and rents @
are increasing, and recently the govern- {2
ment added a further 1 percent to
General Sales Tax so that people like &
Thabo could be drawn on to finance §&
the war in Namibia. Out of his R35,00

Thabo also has to support his wife and
two children.

g R e

The government has called Thabo
Mhilaba a Transkeian — he is a migrant
worker — and they, therefore, do not
allow his family to come to the city.
Thabo only spends two weeks a year
{his vacation) with them. They are
forced to fay in the Transkei where
they have no land, no work and, very
often, no food.

L

Thabo arrives home a1t the men's

e ..

A i : -"E' @*="" 1} single-sex hostel at 9.00pm. He cooks
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food for himself and then goes straight
to sleep, to be able 1o swaken the next
mgrning at 5 00am,

He is often arrested by the police to
see that his pass is "in order’’, He also
experignced the police when in his
previous job he and other workers at
the factory went on strike, protesting
that they could not live on their
wages. They were immediately fired,
and a group of unemployed workers
brought in to replace them. The police
broke up their meeting with batond
and teargas. He was lucky to find
another job, Most of his colleagues
didn't and were “endorsed out™ by
the government (thesr

o survive in the “homelands'™.

Thabo Mhlaba is not an exception, His
daily experiences sgre those of millions

pass books |
changed), forcing them to go and try |

of ather South Africans, Qur society is
clearly not a democracy, Laws which
determing the bves of most South
Africans: the Pass Laws which control
their movemnent; the Group Areas Act
which determines where they may or
may not live; the Ialws which datér-

O the wary 1o work: living in s single-sex hostel: Theoo's femily lives in the Transkel.

mine what standard of education a
child will receive; the “security’™ laws
which prevent people from expressing
their rejection of the situation — all
of these are made by a government
which represents about 7 per cent of
the people.
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Unemployed wor kerd gutide a Iectory gate in Pory Elizabeth,

pulls the Economic strings?

Our economy, too, is controlled by a
tiny minority. South Africa’s wealth
distribution pattern is among the most
unequal in the world: B0 percent of
the population own only 20 percent
of the country's wealth, Although
most South Africans spend almost
their entire lives producing this wealth
in the farms, factories and mines, they
never enpoy the fruits of their labouwr,

Instead, this wealth provides a minori-
ty with luxury and comfort.

Certamnly it is NOT the mamnr
ty of South Africa’s people
that pull the economic strings.

BQ percent of the population
owns only 20 percent of the
country’s wealth,

For the marority of South Africa’ s
pecple, the conseguences of the
apartheid system ammount to a daily
struggle to survive,

AVERAGE WAGES BELOW
POVERTY DATUM LINE

More than 3 million people are un.
employed in South Africa; the average
wage of African workers on  the
Witwatersrand is up to RS0 00 below
the Poverty Datum ling , the incidence
of malautrition among children in
some of the rural areas 15 gver 60
percent and more than half a million
tamilias are on the waiting lists for
houses,




Applicavion of the pass lews through the
years has resulted in mat arrests,

This system is maintained through 2
serigs of mechanisms which control
the lives of the majority. The Pass
Laws are used to move people argund
sccording 1o the needs of industry
and when they are no longer
"needed”’, the same laws force them 1o
return to the barren homelands where
there 15 no work and little food. These
laws are brutally applied — often in
the demolition of squatter camps and

im mass pass arrests, In the course of
this century, more than 17 million
people have passed through South
Africa’s prisons  because of pas
afferces,

So we ses that apartheid is a system
of gross ecomomic and political in-
equalities and these two aspects rein-
force each other. Political inegualities
are nNeCcessary 1o maintain aconome

——
B0 percent of childran in g furgl areas sulfer from malnuiriton,

inequalities, which in turn benefit

those who have political power.
Apartheid 5 a system of organised
violence — of the systematic and

deliberate denial of basic political and
human rights 1o the majority of our
people, The conflict we see around us
is the inevitable consequence of the
economic and political Inequalities
that are the basis of apartheid South
Africa,
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oouth African society, as we have
seen, Is highly unjust, causing great
suffering and hardship to most peop!
in this country, Those who are
shunted around under racist laws
and who spend their lives trying to
make ends meet, reject the systen

. how, then, is the system able tou
survive! The apartheid system would
not survive unless the majority of
people are prevented from changiny
it, either by force or by restricting
their ability to see the possibility of
changing it.
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The Violence of apartheid

Apartheid 15 a violent System: il was
gstablished by force and it 15 Mam-
tained by force, Black people only
began to work on the white farms
and munes after they had been farced b
oft thewr land by white settlers in
the 19th century: without their land,
Africans had no choice but 1o go to
the cities as migrani workers to carn
g living, The pass laws, the homelands
systern, residential  segregation  and
unegual education all onginated from
this process and all depended on the
superior might of the settlers for
their implementation. This has not
changed.

N

b

DESPARATE
MEASURES

Basides the day-to-day violemce of
apartherd in the fqlrrn of pass airests
and sguatter removals, we see the
government reforting o desparate !
meaeuras in fryimg to presérve apart
heid.

“Sacurity’” legislation like the
Intgrmal Security Act containg pro-
visions which would be found in no
civilised country, By ministerial

Sl

UE

decree, any individugl can be detained g
for years on end without recourse to F
trial, lawyer, doctor or family, Detain.

g@es ara kept in conditions described by i

doctors and psychologists as “bar-
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baric’” and there have been widespread
allegations made mn court of the
systematic and brutal torture by the
gecurity police, BS people have died
singe 1960 while in the custody of the
security police, The problem 5 not
iumpl'.- that detanees are offen not
brought to court if a detainee
finglly ends up i Court, he or she g
tried under security legislation drawn-
up by the apartheid’ government,
which makes legitimate forms of
palitical opposition mig § crimenal
offence.

DETENTIONS
AND BANNINGS

It the detainees s then ac.
guitted, the government can Sl
gilence him or her with an arfurary
bannmg order, restricting that person
1o @ magistenal district, préventing
them from speaking publicly or
publishng ther vews and forbedding
them to be in a room with mome than
two people. The government also has
the power 1o land regularly does) ban
publications and meetings.

IDEOLOGICAL -
WEAPONS Mamtaining apartheid

Aparthgid employs force s ameans ' }
to Ssurvive, Other means are alto ; v
impgrignt to maintam the Syspem;

methods which prevent the magority

of South Africans from realising their

potential to change ouUr society, For
thess purposes, they have 3 well.
stocked  arsenal of  ideclogical
WRApPons,
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This is one of the oldest tactics used
by mingrity governments to stay in
power: by dividing sections of the
majority from each other and trying to
créate differences between them

LACK OF
POWER

Through these tactics, the apartheid

government hopet to prevent people |
from realising that they have more in |

common — their lack of political and |
{ the tri-cameral parliament, for exam. |

eConoimic power — than they have

differences and that by uniting they
can build a democratic socKeTy.

They™vé gone

Indlan “National Peaple's Party™,

into the tricemeral pariismentl

SEPARATE
AREAS

The mast obviows divisson made by
the government is between whites,
coloureds, Indians and Africans. They
force these groups Lo live in separate
areas, give them different rights and
separate education. At himes
play different sections off against each
other, trying to buy the support of
some sections by giving them shight
privileges over other sections. With

ple, the government tried to entrench

ir'nure subtle dwvisions between the
| “coloured’",

“ladian™ and African

1T

-

Divide and Rul

they |

=

ComimurmiTigs,

These tactics are used in an attempt
to prevent all South Africans, black
and white, from realising that they
share a common future in & wunited
and dempcratic South Africa. Une
fortunately, the tactics™ have ofen
worked, There is a great deal of ten.
sign betwegn groups in South Africa.
Apartheid has successfully  divided
people from each other, Daily, we repd
in owr newspapers of factom fights
and racial incidents. It is in this
environment that work and action
far a non-racial South Africa becomes
imperative,

Hendrikse [lleft] of the coloured "Lal:;:rur Farty™ and Ruyjounsi iright] of

the

R T e i,
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You can [

peop fee all
the time.

the old
saying
fells us.
Bul that
does nol
stap ke
South
Alrrcan

errirrhen!

The political and economMic power
of this country’s rulers gives them
access to a wide ragnge of mechan: s
which shape the wvalues and deas of
many peocple. They control television,
radiop, education, sections of the
church and large sections of the
press through which they are able to
convince people of the wvalidity of
apartheid, or discourage them from
acting against it

Through these media, we are told that
the government i acting in the
“national interest’’, in the interests
of society as a whole, when it detains
people, or when it bulldozes squarier
shacks, or when it bans an ofganisa-
tion, or when if attacks 3 neighbawring
country. We are asked 1o support
these actions because they tell us that
these actions are in gur interest,

If the government cannot get people
to endorse apartheid, it tries, through
the same media, 1o confuse, This will
often mean trying to disguise things:
a few vwears sgo, the gowernment
stopped using the word “aparthesd”,

proclamimg 15 death despite  the
basic apartheid laws remaining on the
statutes, and now talk about the
system  as  “"Free Enterprise’” and
“Democracy”’, “Consociation”  or
wiatever,

Otherwise i1 tries to confuse people
by making them believe that they
can do nothing about a situation: for
examphe, during a school boycott, at
na matter what state, SABC.TV will
always tell w8 that the bovcott is
effectively ower. The government can-
ngt allow peopke to ste the potential
figr winning gains by standing together,

There is also the strategy of "dis-
information™, where false pamphlets
are distributed purporting to come
from progressive organisations, These
pamphlets will call off campaigns,
change the venues of large meetings, or
present the organisations in such a
way that their supporters are alien-
ated.

Formar MNUSAS president. Kate Phillp,
holding copies of & smear pamphist that
claimed 1o be ispued by Nusss,

—

So, through these various strategies,
the government attempts to shape the
values and ideas of South Africa’s

people.
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REVOLUTIONARIES MAY

STAMP THEIR FEET.
THE COMMUNISTS MAY
SCREAM THEIR LIES.
OUR ENEMIES MAY TRY
TO UNDERMINE US.

BUT HERE IS THE
REALITY.

F—"

Last Friday | opened Farliament: wilbk a :-T.|.:-EE¢'|‘| that will

1y W

have a profound effect on all aour Lives, I krow for a fact
trat it pasn't made evepryone happy.  Quote Frankly, that's
good. Because | know the people who are the unhappiest. Those
who'd rather have bloody battles than peaceful negochbiation,
Those whio'd like 1o see a3 capstulate, Theose who'd take owver
this country for their own selfish and cruel Lﬂﬂ:cl:D_glﬁﬁ_ll_qud_Fi.
Well, they can shout. They can criticise. They can

[:v:'.:::r bo ackrowloedge my sincerity.  Bul, oy friend:z, try u:l

thay =ight, *ney can'' denv reallty.
S,

Boyd the »ealot

Wy GOVERNWENT AND 1 AME COWWITTED T0 POWER SHARING.

We are cont 1tted o egeang opperianiiy for all, Egual
treatment, And eguds oustiioe.,. some will say that -is .
Mptoric, well, anyfer the facts. Ajready the offlensive
racial provegions of tng canity act mave been repealed,
sn Aas the prohibiTenr of = o =arriages act.  Job
Foaarvaltong Ry boes o R ot tw oopen to oall,

] e 9y il ' r

S
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Those who want Lo seize power shou' thut apartheid Tive
Well, those who want to share power say tha® 1% 18 dying.

That is reality. :

I said that no South Africpn will be excluded from
full political rights. That they should participate both
Government and the future of this country thirough their

lac caders, 1This i8S now g tty, The proposed Maticnal
Statutory Council is not just a forum for the talkera. [t is

the first step towards institutionalised power sharing.

Where black leaders can now have a volce in l:'fn ral G-:]'-'Err'l et

and under my chairmanship make a positive contribution to
the running of this country.

That is reality.

| sard we were committed to a_Single ecucarion

li I have already created a department to achieve this.

Mot millions, but billigns are being and will be poured into
a programme that will mean equal education for all.

That 18 reality.

I said human dignity sust be advanced and any affront
to it eliminated. 1 al&éo realise that the pass system waa
seen % a major stumbling block. Wwell I can tell you the
pass gystem will be scrapped bv July ] this year. What's
more a common identity document will be 1ssued to everybody
gs i the case in vtner countries. In the near fulbure
“existing influx control seasures will be abolished 1n favour
of a system ol wurbanization that applies to all

South Africans. Our policy is one of encouraging development.

Not controlling movement.

That is reality.

My spesch included cther points that will certainly
have an effect on our lives. [ don't intend to atop here.
Progress is on-going. But my Government and I are dedicated
to it. 1 know *here are some who say [ should have gone
further. Let thes reést assured, [ will go further. The

wheel of reform is turning. South Africa will never hand this

country over to those who would see it dﬂtrured to

those under the llEl‘tﬂE‘l‘EI:ﬁn t!‘at solutions lie In anarchy.

Friends, fellow South Africans, that 13 the reality,
Anyone who thinks otherwise 1s wrong.
Peace and progspority will come about for those who
Ere with us., And despite those who are against us. _j
From my heart I sk you to share 1n the future.

To share in the pow Douth Africa. |

" F.W. Botha -

< Stmte Prestdent
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Unequal Education

‘Bentu Education — squUipping peopke o |
b Inbsoiuren,

Bur where does education fit
all of this?

mto

South Africa has a highiy unequal and
racially divided education Sysiem.

Only & small minority of black stud-
ents ever get beyond Standard B and
less than 1 percent reach university,

CHRISTIAN NATIONAL
EDUCATION

Most white children, on the other
hand, experience 12 years of Christian
Mational Education which provides
them with the training necessary for
university and the expectation that
they will enjoy the better side of
South  African life; their schools
are well-equipped with books, labora-
tory facilities, sports egquipment and
other aids. Black children experience
highly inferior education,

DIFFERENT
ROLES

These inegualities in education are not
accidental; nor are they simply the
result of a blind racial prejudice on
the part of the government. Hather,
unequal education in South Africa
serves a particular purpose: 1o pre-
pare different groups of people for the
different roles they must later fill n

Matives will be taught from
early childhood that eguality
with Europeans is not for
them. What is the use of teach-
ing the Bantu child mathema.
tics which it cannot use in
practise? There 15 no place

for him above the level _-::f
certain forms of labour,

A 7 ¥
.;4 "'

Werwoend,

our unequal society, The white educa-
tion  System, particularly university




DR T

Eduﬂllﬂ'ﬂ, eQuIps Students with the
skills necessary 1o maintain the top
end of the pile in our unegual society
35 execulives, technicians, planners
and professionals

BANTU
EDUCATION

Bantu education, on the other hand,
gives black children no more than the
elermentary skills needed by a worker
in g modern fectory: reading, writing
and counting.

REFLECTING
BROADER INEQUALITIES

What becomes clear s that the in
egquahties of the South African educa
tipn system reflect and help 10 man
tain  the inegualbities of brosder
SOCelyY ., CUI'IS-E-EIUEHH‘,', We Cannot See
the education we receive at unversity
as 'being somehow neutral or “obpect
e’

Our education is, by defrmition,
political: it is @ part of the political
and economic system of aparthesd.

TWO SIDES
OF ONE COIN

Thus, the superor education of
whites and the inferior educatson of
blacks are not separate ssues, but
are two sides of the same coin

JUNEQUAL EDUCATION
4 EQUALS AN UNEQUAL
{SOCIETY
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The Deep Roots of Resistance

Wherever people suffer injustice and
great hardship, it is inevitable that
they will fight to change their situg
tion. Despite the vast array of weap-
ons available to the government the
apartheid system has never gone
unchallenged by those South Africans
an whom it places the heaviest burden

Every day we see the challenge o
apartheid mounting a organisations
committed to a non-faal and demo
cratic South Africa grow i §trength
Im every area of socmty where griev.
ances are felt, organisations have
emerged to unite pegple in a struggle
to betwer their atuation: trade unions
im the fatlores, ©wic Orgamisations
in the communities; student organiis
tioms n the schools amnd urrverdibes,
women's  grganisations  challenging
women's gppression and church, sport
and other organisations

The vast majority of these groups
subscribe to the principles of
unity , non- racialism and

democracy.

It is in these organisations that
we can see the seeds of a new
South Africa germinating.

These organisations are working

to transform the conditions that PEGPIE can tﬂkﬂ .‘|:'||"||1lj,pI SO much injustiﬂe

exploit and oppress the majority

SRRV and hardship before they will fight to

society. . .
AEEE— change their lives.
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IThe Freedom Charte |

The Charter is a document containing the minimum
demands for the creation of a free Snuth Afnca |




i

| Where did the

Charter come

from?
Who drew it up?

Answering these questions helps us
pncover the real history of our coun-
try (untold in our schoal history
books] — the hitory of resistance to
apartheid — for the roots of the
Freedom Charter lie in the earliest
resistance, What our school books
tell & "katfir wars” where “savage
heathan culture attacked the crvilited
and Christian culture’’, were the
resistance of indigenous South Afri.
cans to the seizing of their land by
white colonists and the disruption
of their lives and their livelihood.

THE 1913

LAND ACT

But the spears of the tribes people
weare no match for the guns of the
invader, snd the land was conguered,
In 1913, the Land Act was passad
"regsarving” 13 percent of the land
for Africans, while declaring the other
87 percent for white ownership. In
1912 the ANC was formed to fight
the Land Act and unite all Africans
across tha tribal divisions that the
government was trying to encoursge.

The 1913 Land Act “reserved’” 13 per cent of South Africa’

land for Africans. The other 87 per cent was given to the
whites,

ANC adopted moderate means; plead-
img with the government through
petitions and deportations, Thesa
proved fruitless and in 1848 the
Mationalists came to power intro-
ducing even harsher apartheid meas
ures: axtending influx contral policy,

Group Areas Act, Bantu Education
Act and sacurity legislation aimed

LOW WAGES

Trade unions emerged to fight against
the low wagss and poor working con-
ditions of Africans who had been
deprived of their land and forced to
work in the cities.

In the sarly part of this century, the | at curtailing opposition,
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A Mass Movement

As  conditions 0 South Africs
wortenad, the leadership of the ANC
passed to a younger and more militant
generation; Nebon Mandela, Walter
Sisulu, Oliver Tambo and others.

PEACEFUL
MASS RESISTANCE

They embarked on a campaign of
peaceful mass resistance, culminating
in the Defiance Campagn of 1952
where thoutands of people defied
aparthed laws, By this stage, a mass
movement had emerged; the Congress
Alliance united the ANC, the Indian
Congress, the Colpured Peoples Con:
gress, the South African Congress
of Trade Unions and white demosrats
in the Congress of Democrats, in the
struggle for a non-racial democrate
South Africa. They took up campaigns
sgainst pass laws, removals, the inro-
duction .of Bantu Education, busfare
increases and many other grievances.

FREEDOM
CHARTER

In 1955 the Congress Alliance em-
barked on a campagn to draw up a
Freedom Charter which was 1o reflect
the paspirations of the majority of
South Africans. To make the Charter a
reprefentative document, they set out
to involve as many people as possible
in drawing it up. More than one
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milhion people sent in demands to be
included in the Charter, which was
finally adopted at the Congress of the
People on June 26 1955

This Congress was attended by over
3 000 delegates of all races, and has
been hailed as perhaps the most
representative gathering in our coun-
try's histary, So the Freedom Charter
has a rich history and represents the
demacratic asperations of millipns of
South Africans,
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In 1956, women demonitrated ageinst
the expension of pasies to womaen, 20 000 :
women marched on the Union Buildings 2
to take & petition to the Prime Ministar_ .
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FREEDOM
CHARTER

We, the people of South Africa, declare for all our
country and the world to know:

That South Africa belongs to all who live in it, biack
and white, and that no government can clalm
authority uniess It is based on the will of the people;

That our have been robbed of their birthright to

all our pecple we in brotherhood, enjoying
rights and egportunities;

Thln!;ﬂuunl; - based on the will of the
ol cslowr, race, sax or bellef;
mmhﬂmm_ Inok
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And
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The People Shall Govern

Every man and woman shall have the right 1o vobe for snd stand as a candidate for all bodies which make
laws;

All the psople shall be entitied to take part in the administration of the country;

The rights of the psopls shall be the sams regardiess of rece, colour or sex; )

All bodies of minority rule, sdvisory boards, councils and suthorities shall be replaced by democratic
organs of sall-government.

All National Groups Shall i
Have Equal Rights! ;

There shall be equal status in the bodies of stale, in the courts and in the schools for all national groups
and races;

All national groups shall be protected by law against insults 10 their race and national pride;

All people shall have equal rights to usas their own language and to develop their own folk culture and
customs;

The preaching and practice of national, race or colour discrimination and contempt shall be &
punishable crime;

All apartheld laws and practices shall be set aside.

The People Shall Share In
The Country’s Wealth!

The national wealth of our country, the heritage of all South Africans, shall be restorsd to the psopls;
The mineral weaith benesth the soil. the banks and monopaly Industiry shall be transferred to the
ownership of the people as a whols;

All other indusiries and trade shall be controlied to assist the weli-being of the people;

Adtwhall havve equal rights 1o trade whers they chooss, 1o manufacture and 10 snter all trades,
crafta and professions

FREEDOM CHARTER
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The Land Shall Be Shared
Among Those Who Work It!

Rastriction of land ownership on a racial basis shall be ended, and all the land re-divided amongst those
who work it, to banish famine and land hunger;

The state shall help the peasants with implements, seed, tractors and dams to save the soll and assist
the tillers;

Freedom of movemant shall be guarantead to all who work on the land;

All shall have the right to occupy land wherever they choose;

People shall not be robbed of their cattle, and forced lsbour and farm prisons shall be abolished.

All Shall Be Equal Before
The Law!

No one shall be imprisoned, deported or restricted without fair trial;

No one shall be condemned by the order of any Government officlal;

The courts shall be representative of all the peopile;

Iimprisonment shall be only for serious crimes against the people, and shall alm at re-education, not

vengaance;
Thnpnhmmdarmrﬂulh-upmhnﬂmmmuﬂ basis and shall be the halpers and protectors

of the people;
All laws which discriminabe on the grounds of race, colour or balie! shall be repsaled.

All Shall Enjoy Human Rights!

Tha law shall guarantes 1o all their right to speak, 10 organise, to mest together, to publish, to preach,
to worship and 10 sducate their children;

The privacy of the house from police rakds shall be protected by law;

All shall be free 10 travel without restriction from countryside to town, from province to provincs, and
trom South Africa abroad.

Pass laws, parmits and all other laws restricting thess freedoms shall be abolished.

FREEDOM CHARTER
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There Shall Be Houses,
Security And Comfort!

All people shall have the right to live where they choose, 1o be decently housed, and to bring up their
familbes in comfort and sacurity;

Unused housing space 10 be made available 1o the people;

Rent and prices shall be lowered, food plentiful and no one shall go hungry;

A preventive health scheme shall be run by the state;

Frea medical care and hospitalisation shall be provided for all, with special care for mothers and young
children;

Slums shall be demolished and new suburbs built where all shall have transport, roads, lighting, playing
fislds, creches and social centres;

The aged, the orphans, the disabled and the sick shall be cared for by the state;

Rest, lelsure and recreation shall be the right of all;

Fenced locations and ghettoes shall be abolished and laws which break up families shall be repealed.

There Shall Be Peace And
Friendship!

South Africa shall be a fully independent state, which respects the rights and sovereignty of all nations;
South Africa shall strive to maintain world peace and the settlement of all International disputes by
not war; -
Psace and friendship amongst all our psople shall be secured by upholding the sgqual rights,
and status of all;

The peopile of the protectorates: Basutoland, Bechuanaland and Swaziland shall be free to decide for
themsatves their own future;

The right of all the psopies of Africa 1o independence and self-government shall be recognised, and
shall be the basis of closs cooperation.

Let all who love their psople and their country now say, s we say here:

THESE FREEDOMS WE WILL FIGHT FOR, SIDE BY SIDE,
THROUGHOUT OUR LIVES UNTIL WE HAVE WON OUR LIBERTY.

Srmmmemm———— T REEDOM CHARIERE.
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People stood by ther leaders during the ciampdawn on ann-aparthed grganisatant in the

19508 pnd 159608
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After the police opened fire on peacful
anti-pass protests at Sharpeville and
Langa in 1860, the government
banned the ANC and the break-away
Pan Africanist Congress. With all legal
and peaceful channels closed, the ANC
launched its armed wing, Umkhonto
We Sizwe, in 1861 1o try and shock
the government 1o its sgnes

Although the state crackdown in 1960
delivered & heavy blow 1o the democra-
tic movement, opposition began to re-
emerge 1n the early 1870's and by the
late 1970's, apartheid was facing its
greatest aver crisis,

RELEASE
MANDELA
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SHARPEVILLE

MARCH 21st 1960 — Police opened fire

on peaceful protests at Langa and Sharpe

ville. 69 people died in the shootings

A state of emergency was declared,
hundreds detained and the PAC and ANC
were declared banned organisations with
all legal and peaceful channels for political
expression closed, the ANC launched it
armed wing, Umkhonto we Sizwe.




We have a
PROBLEM!
Please he
Patient ...
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By the mid.-1970s, the South African
economy was facing severe problems,
most evident inthe spiralling un-
employment rate and rampant nfla
tion,

The econgmic crisis 5 fundamen.
tally a crisis of growth. There are
two fundamental problems:  firstly,
the economy has grown too Slowly
T.n:: Support s populaton arvd,
secondly,
hgs not been of the kind to spread
wealth and employment effectively,

An  explanation of the mndustrial
slowdown in South Africa n the
19703 is quite simple. The boom that
SA ‘experienced from 1930 1o 1960
was bated on the replacement of a
range of imported goods by locally
manufactured ones, By the end of

What caused the crisis?

the form of such growth |

Zimbabwe

murst

In the late "70s South Africa entered a period of economic decline.

the 1960s, the limits of this kind of
import substitution had more or less
been reached., Because of the slow

Unemployment was on the increase. In addition there was a pressure
on South Africa’s borders. Angola and Mozambique had won their
independence from Portugal. The efforts of the Patriotic Front in

AT ke i T T

growth of the internal market, pre-
dicated on the low living standards
of the vast majority of the black

population, the scope of consumer |

grientated import substitution had
become very narrow, Export markets
ware blocked by political factors and
a lack of international competitive
ness. Successful exporters in the Far
East pushed aside international come
petition. On the top of this, South
Africa was hit by the oil price ex-
plosion. From the late 1970s, South
Africa entered a period of steady
economic declineg,

Zimbabwe were taking it closer to independence,

Politically, too, things began 1w look
worse in the 19703 for those in comm-
and, Mocambigue and Angola won
their independence from Fortugal,
presenting 8 beacon of hope to the
people in South Africa,

At tha same time, the efforts of the
Patriotic Front were taking Zimbabwe
closer 16 indepandence, And right
next door in Mamibia, which South
Africa regards as its “5th Province”,
SWAPO began to increase its efforts

to end the South African occupation,
The position of the Nationalist
Government in Southern Africa was
clearly deteriorating,

The most important pressure on the
governmant came from the nationwide
uprising in 1976, after which apartheid
South Africa would never be the same,
Verkrampte dreams faded from signifi-
cance a5 P W Botha told the white
nation that “"We must adapt or we
will die,"”
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Led by the Soweto Students’ Hepre.
sgntative Council (35RC), the uprising
began as a peaceful protest against
the uie of Afrikaans a8 a eachmng
medium, 200 000 students gathered
for @ demonstration against  their
inferiogr education. The polwe opened
fire on the students turning a peacetul
protest into 8 blopdy massacre and
eventually a national revolt. The
rivolt expanded both mumerically and
im terms of its horizons, Thowsands of
. People = both students and ther
parents, the workers = began joining
i all over South Africa. Four national
work stay-aways were observed be.
tween August and Movember 1976,

L
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AFRIKAANS
ISSUE

T

The Afrikaans issue soon developed
inta an attack on Bantu educaton and
then on the apartheid system a8 a
whole.

Many young people left SA 1o return
in  the following wyears as ANC
guerillas. Many others went into
trade wumaons and civig, youth, stwdent
and women's grganisations

The 1976 uprising was the turning
point in the re-#mergence of the mass
political opposition that we see in

South Africa today, Hundreds of psopls were killsd during 19761 The anger af the peopls resultsd in the ro- \
emargence of Mmaa political oppolition, i
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In the wake of 1976, there were tw
groupings amongst the rulers realisin
that apartheid would have to be adap
ted: Firstly, big business, whos
profits were threatened by politica
and economic instability. And second
ly, the leaders of the South Africar
Defence Force and “'verligte” element:
of the government who recognisec
that to win the growing civil war ir
South Africa, apartheid would hav
to appear less objectionable and the
support of some black people would
have to be won, Magnus Malan called

jit the need to develop “militarily
defensible policies'’,

R
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Adapt or Die
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It was from this alliance that reforms
emerged which included:

Creation of an
Urban Black

Middle Class

A .major
creation of an wrban black middle.
class, The project involved the govern.-
ment's relaxation of mflux contral
over the minarity of Africans, while

tightening it up for the mMadrity.
The Riekert Commission made recom-
=~ mendations which allowed wealthier
blacks a more permanent  status,
while streamlining the process of
remaving unemployed Africans to the
“homelands”, Despite thete devisive
mMoYes, demacratic community argani-
sations fighting for the rights of all
South Africans, continued 1o emerge.

Trade Unions

* On the trade union front, the gow-
ernment attempited fo item  the
growith of progressive frade unions
with a “reform’. On the advice of

the Wiehahn Commission it offered |
legal recognition to the independent |

black trade wnions, a status they had
never been granted. Along with this
legal recognition, went extensive con
trols over these unions and limitation:
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imitiative  inwalving  the |

Many magalines carry sdverts directed a1 the aspirations of the new urban black middie

clads,

on their right w organise workers,
Instead of being brought under con-
trol by these mowves, the independent
unigns continued to grow, building
unity im their ranks and organising the
ungrganised,

In education reforfms have been
designed to alleviate the current

skilled labour shortage and to facili-
tate the creation of a black elite,
However, the government has not
broken from the essential formular
of apartheid education, and pro-
gressive student organisations, fighting
apartheid in education and in society

mare broadly, have grown in the

schools and universities,
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* In late 1982, the government pre-

sented its final solution : the NEW
COMSTITUTION AND KOORNHOF
NEW EDNSTITUTIUN B.LLE' Th. nw cnn‘tIIUtinn alrn!d
to drgw the coloured and Indian

communities closer to the white

laager by giving these communities
; a “vote'”” for one of three separate
parligmentary chambers where whites,

coloureds and Indians are representad
imaratioof 4:2:1.

The new constitution has entrenched
facidm  in Souwth Africa © sepacate
parliaments and voters rolls; separate
group areas and facilities and a separ-
ate  education  have all remained
essential parts of the system.

At the same tirme, the few Constitu-
tign represented a move even further
away from what little democracy
whites enjoyved in South Alfrica, as
immense power 18 concentrated in the
hanids of the executive state president,

The exclusion of Africans, more than
B0 percent of South Africa’s popula-
tion, is, of course, the most glaring
imsdequacy of the new constitution.

THE KOORNHOF
BILLS

The Koornhof Bills, which were
designed to take care of African
political aspirations, proved a recipe
for political disaster in the wears
that followed, The Bills included twao
main aspects:
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(1} An attempti to upgrade the comm-
unity councils a3 township represen-
tative bodies and Make them appear 1o
have more power than they really do.

The intention was to give credibility
to those African “Teaders” who were
prepared to make the systern work:

{2) an attempt to make the town
ships responsible for their own finan-
ces — the community councils now
had to take responsibility for raising
remts of the already hard-pressed
township residents. This would hope
fully deflect the anger of the residents
from the government 1o the CoMMuni.
1y councils,

SERVING UP

KOORNHOF BILLS

They were designed to take care of
African political aspirations.
bounced back into Koornhof's face —
proving to be a recipe for

disaster.

e B
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With the government trying to imple.
ment a more sgphisticated and all.
embracing “‘reform”  package, the
democratic forces in South Africa
needed a more all-embracing response.

On August 20, 1883, 2 D00 delegates
from over 400 organisations nabon-
wide came together in Cape Town
o form the United Democratic
Front: it was launched at a mass
fally attended by more than 12 000
people

The UDF was formed 1o bring a broad
ringe of anu.aparthesd organitabions
togither 7 an alliance agamnit the
constitution and Kogrnhof Bills, The

largest and most fsgiifecant politacal
movement in South Africa since the
Congress Allignce of the 19508 and
within three months a further 200
organisations had joined,

NON-RACIAL FRONT

The UDF 5 composed of political
organisations, trade uUnpNS, Women's,
community, youth and student Organ.
isations, |1 aims to present the govern.-
ment with a united force of repcion
of apartheid and to demand § fres
and democratic South Africs. Sinee
s emergence, the UDF has gathered
more ahd More support, But it has
alio atracted the atwention of the
government and the securnity forces
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ngn-racial front has been haled as the,

The United Democratic
Front was formed in 1983 in
response to the New Consti-
tution and the Koornhof
Bills.

UDF leaders have been systematically
harrassed, deétaned, banned and even
murdered, Some UDF members have
bewn placed on trial for treason,

Boesak — patron of the UWDF

The massive Pietermaritzburg Tremon
Trial collapsed due to the lack of
evidence, But, a further 22 UDF
mambers face charges im Delmas in
the Tramsvaal.

POWER

During the state of emergency, many
UDF  meetings were banned and
leaders detained. These actions have
not affected the grassroots suppaort
for the front in the townships around
the country and it continues uns
daunted, to struggle for peoples’
power in 1986,

R T s Rl 0 b S8, ¢ 7 LRSI R g s L

T

=
=

L Y

B A

T

L

s

far T S O



“We the freedom loving people
of South Africa say with one
voice to the whole world that we
cherish the vision of a united,
democratic South Africa based
on the will of the people and will
strive for the unity of our
people through wunited action
against the evils of apartheid,
economic and all other forms
of exploitation.”

From the UDF Declaration.
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This massive rejection of its new co

stitution  resulted in very low po!
for the first tricameral elections.

Despite this the government con
tinued to act with little respeet fo
the obvious wishes of the vast majorit.
of South Africa’s population, It bold!.
went ahead and implemented the new
constitution and Koornhof Bills, pus/
ing South Africa further into a er
from which this government, perc
ably, might never recover,

In the last two years, we have seen r
government come under attack fr.
all sides,
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Funersl of 29 people shot by police at 8 pescetul procession in Langs, Uitenhage on March 215 1885, axactly 25 vears after the Sharpe-

villg Maistre

Towards the end of 1984, South
Africa's townships exploded. South
Africa had never previpusly exper
ienced 30 extended and violent an
expression of the people’s opposition
to apartheid. In the 18 months pre:
ceding the *“state of emergency”,
scattered gtudent boycotts became
more general, These gave way 1o
protests and marches by adults, to
stone throwing and blockages, to bus
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and consumer boycotts and general
strikesd,

Local officials and the police, white
and black, could not contain the
unrest, Army units were deployed,
moving from township to township

| but they too failed to “restore order”

to the townships.

The “state of emergency” announced

The Township Uprisings

in July 1985 was an expression of
state power, but also of state impot-
ence and vulperability, The state
confronted and could barely quell,
the gathering chorus of African
voices that rejected bantu education,
the new township local authorities
and development boards, the new
constitutional order, white officials
and police and abowve all, their local
and national African collaborators.
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The Roots of the Uprisings

Fres fqndithummﬂufmmum-ﬁm the community council elections.

The township uprisings last year were
triggered off by a number of factors,

A important factor was the black
community council system, Town.
ship residents recognised from the
putset that this new System was just
another way of administening apart-
heid in the townships, esxcepl now
they wers now being called upon to
finance their own oppression, From
their inception, the new community
councils lacked any credibility. On
averags, only 7 percent of the urban
black population turmed up to vote
for candidates to the new councils

in October 1983, In sorme town-

ships, the percentage poll was as low
a5 0.4 percent,

in June 1984, the largely discredited
councils attempted to ncrease rents
agnd sarvice charges in order to finance
their costs, The popular response to
these increases contributed in a major
way to the uprisings that followed,

A second important factor is that of
POVERTY. In recent years, the
generslly low wages paid to black
working people have not Compen-

sated for the rising cost of living, In’
1885, for exampls, an inflation rate’

Poverty — a major cause of unrest

of 17 percent, GST of 12 parcent and
massive increases in the costs of basic
foodstuffs such as milk, maize and
meat made it increasingly difficult
far township residents to make ands
meet,

Mare than 2 million of South Africa’s
workers are unemployed, This figure
is spiralling upwards as thousands
more aré baing retrenched in the
current sconomic decline, The coms
bination of thess two factors has
made lifs in the townships an on-
going struggle for physical survival,
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Carrying the heaviest Burden
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This i+ sn indication of the monthly Budget of the
aversge resident in the YVaal Trangle betore the
mesive revols in that sres in 1984 In thil conpex i,
rent increpies become genocdal, When rents in the
ol Tripngle wars raised by BD per ceny | it was like
pounng geloling onto s fire | the upnishg were Rot
only predictable , but entirely understandabie.
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tians and their leagership

Growth of Township O

Since the late 19705, residents and
Civic grganisatons have formed in
most townships 1o contest the living
conditions of the people, These
grgamisations have grown in $tréngth
a5 living conditions have worsened and
constituted real leadership of the
African community. Protest marches,
consumer boycotts of white shops,
rents boycotts and stay-aways from
work, are all strategies employed by
democratic  organisations 1o resst
measures of aparthesd control

COMMUNITY
COUNCILS

In the process, the community coun-

The townships contnue 10 organise themaehes despite their occupation by the SADF and the heavy clampdown on townthip grganise.

cil system has been destroyed: there

| are 350 000 African township resi.

|

dents in the Vaal Triangle who have
not paid rent since the September
1984 wunrest; 155 ownships have
ultimately been caught up in the
spreading revolt, at least 300 homes
of community councillors and African
policemen have been damaged in
protest action; 12 councillors have
been killed and 240 town councillors
have resigned their positions,

This challenge to the system of apart-

heid has not gone unanswered by the
state: massive contingents of SADF
and the police were deployed to

occupy the townships. Township or-

rganisation

ganisations were decimated through
detention without trial, shootings,
assassination of community leaders
ang mysterious disappearances,

Maone of these measures have proved
successful in guelling the political
protest in the townships, While comm-
inity organisation has suffered, it has
found new. ways to operate agalmst
all odds, Some communities are now
democratically organised on a street
and area basis. Democratic organisa-
tion of the towmhips grows as
ordinary people assert their right to
determine their destiny and as a result
the RESISTANCE CONTINUES,
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Central to the upheaval in 1984/85
has been the continuing dissastifaction
with black education in South Africa.
Somewhere between 250 000 and
650 000 sudents were boycotting
classes at any given time ogver the
past year. It seems that bantu educa-
tion has never recovered from the
accumulated challenges of 1976 and
1980,

Over the past two years, there have
been several universal demands which
were
wide,

Scrap the Age—

adopted by students nation-

imit Laws

The unpopular age limit laws (intro-
duced in 1981) were seriously contest-
ed in Port Elizabeth in March 1884,
These laws stipulated the maximum
age of students permitted to enter
Standards 6 10, Black students
argued that these limits were un-
realistic in terms of the conditions
being feced by most families in the
townships. Shortages of money for
schooling or reliance on school-going
family members for financial support
meant that many students must
interupt their schooling to work,
To exclude students in this situation
is unjust. This demand remains one
of the key issues in ongoing school
sruggle.
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This demand has become the major
rallying point of the schools” boy-
cotts in both 1984 and 1885 with
widespread support from parénts and
students, In May 1884, the Depart-
ment of Education and Training
(DET) proposed a system of "Pupils
Representative Councils”, This in no
way met student demands for democ-
ratically glected bodiet with an effec.
tive say over their education, COSAS
proposed an alternative constitution
for SACs. The DET agreed to suspend
the PRCs and the hated prefect sys-
tems while considering the new SRC
constitution. This did not happen
however, and students have continued
on a local level to pressurise head-
masters to allow SACs.

Abolish Corporal

Punishment

Authoritarian - headmasters’  over-
zeglous use of corporal punishment
has been another of the student
grievances, By law, male students
may only receive 8 maximum of
four cuts a day (and femmale stud-
ents, nonal. In most of the black
schools this ruling is ignored. Somae

seek to
exchange sexusal favours for academic

Struggles in Education

students have received 40 cuts and
other means of punishments such
as sjambokking, beating with fists
and in the cate of female students,
sexual harrassment from teachers and
headmasters. Women students have
little protection against teachers who
sexually abuse them or to

resulis,

Adequate School

Facilities
Overcrowding of classrooms [and the
double Sessipns) constitutes another
grievance of black school students.
When one compares white and black
education — Africans average 40
pupils per class, while whites average
18.

Reinstatement of

Dismissed Teachers

Many teachers who have supported

students’ demands have been wict.
imised by headmasters and the DET.
Students are demanding the rain-
statement  of dismissed teachers.
Recently, a highly successful campaign
wat waged in Cape Town, resulting in
the reinstatament of teachers black:
listed during the state of amergency,




Funeral of 8 COSAS studsnt,

Many have died during the 1984 and
18985 strugghes for a democratic and
ggual  education system: Emma
Satekge. (13] of Pretoria, crushed by
a police van; Papike Loape (18} of
Welkam, shot dead; Johannes Mgalo
of Parys died in police custody;
Patrick Phala of Daveyton shot in
the head: Willian Bibg {158) af the
Vaal, shot while standing at a school
fence; Bongani Kumala, Soweto, a
COSAS official repeatedly shot at
point blank range; Hunga Kaibe (17}
of Bloemfontein, shot; Toboko Boko-
bang of Thabong, shot; and many
others who remain nameless,

Despite the high tolls being paid,
students, parents and teachers remain
résolved to strive for these demands
and far thg long-term realisation of
“people’s education” {as it was termed
at a conference called in January 1986
to discuss the crisis in education),

‘“We will prove in action that Bantu
education is evil. We will revolt against

it until it has been uttf_':rlyf' scrapped,
dumped on the junk heap of history
and buried once and for alll"”’

A speaker at the funeral of Emma Satekge,
one of the first school students to die in
1984,
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The relationship between employers
gnd black workers has been con
flictual and volatile throughout South
Africa’s history,

The poverty wage levels which charact- E
arize tha South African economy and |
the rapid and brutal intervention of |
police in labour disputes have ensured |
that labour relations remain a highly
|politicised issue

Apartheid laws such a5 influx con.
trol, the homeland’s policy and the
denial of black political nights have
ensured that black workers are at

distinct disadvantage when negotiating
with employers, This has meant that
black workers in South Africa hawe
increasingly linked thewr subordinate
position in the workplace to their

MIISAS RN

subordinate position in the Sguth
African society as a whole,

In the last decade, there has been
& massive and sustained growth in the
strength and the size of the black trade
union movement, This has been
accompanied by an increase in strike
action invalving hundreds of thous
ands of workers,

In 1984 there were a récord number of
strikes (469) involving over 200 000
workers, In 1985 this pumber was
dramatically surpassed. This increase
in worker action can be put dawn to 3
number of factars including:

* Firstly, the plummetting standard
of living mentioned earlier which has
truned the struggle for wage increases
into a struggle for survival,

Struggles of the Workers

* Secondly, a growth in the miitancy
aof waorkers as the spirit of resistance
in the townships has logically filtered
intp the factories. Workers who have
experienced and protested against the
police and army occupation and
shooting in the townships are less
likely to tolerate a racist Supervisor
or unreal istic wages.

The exclusion of black South Africans
from political power has meant that
trade unions which are concerned 1o
represent the interests of thewr mem-
bers are forced to play a broader
palitical role, Increasingly this “‘pali
tical trade unionsm™ has resulted in
alliances bieng forged berween trade
Unigns, communily organisations and
students in the townships to fight
issues of common Concern,

- _ -!'.

____ ____ __
July 1985 — workert at the Baker's Bread factory strike for 8 living wage.
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The Congress of South African Trace Unions ICOSATU) was launched in Durban at the end of last yesr. The Federation reprasents

half & mallicn workers.

Over the last two years, many trade
unions have participated in the “stay-
aways” from work in solidarity with
township residents o response 1o
police shootings, rent increases and
school boyeootts, A powerful exampls
of this was a massive stayaway on the
5th and Bth Movember, 1584 when
unigns pledged support for the de.
mands af black school children in the
Vaal Triangle and on the East Rand.

For two days, BDD 000 workers and
400 000 students stayed away from

work and school n & protest action

| that rocked the government and the
5: business community into action to

solve the schools crisis,

The growing strength and unify of

| the trade union mMaovement culminated

| on the 28th November, 1985 with the
formation of the Congress of South
African Trade Unions [(COSATU).

| The formation of this new trage

union federation unites most of the
black trade unions in the largest black
waorker organisation in South Africa's
history. The Federation now has a
membership of over 500 000 warkers,

The new federation is likely to in-
crease the strength and effectiveness
of worker action both in the factories
and in allignce with community and
student organisations in the townships
for a democratic system of govern-
ment in South Africa,
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the studentt with teargss and gjamboks.

The crisis that the government found
itself in_ in 1985 was reflected in the
breakdown i the cobesion and con.
fidence of the white community, As
mas protest  swept  the country,
whites reacted with confusion and
tear. Hesponses have ranged from
right-wing vigilante squads to mass
efmigration lemigaration in 1985 was
64 percent higher than in 1984

But at the same time, there was a
growth in the nuomber of whites who

Wits students demonstrate sgasinst the state of emergency, Despite indications that it was a praceful protest, the police launched inta

refuse tg be accomplices to the aparth-
eid crime. There agre a number of
indications of this:

Within parliament, large sections
af the PFP leadership and membership
became increasingly disillusioned with
the new constitution, which was
proving 1o be as dictatorial and repres-
sive a3 its strongest critics had anticipa-
ted. An indication of this breakdown
in confidence was Van Zyl Slabbert's
wisit to the ANC, which was a slap in

White Opposition

the face for the state’s attempts to
exclude the ANC from being seen as a
central political force in South African
politics.

* There has been a marked increase in
support for white democratic organisa-
tions outside of parliament. NUSAS
maopilised thousands of students in
protests against the $tate of emer-
gency; the ranks of the Black Sash
swelled and importantly, there was
growing support for the Campaign to
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1 came to the conclusion
that | could not see myself
playing a constructive role
there, " ]

TO CHOOSE

i e TR U R e e e e Sy —— s ——  ——

End Conscripnign Poster

End Conscription a3 the idea of active
defence of apartheid betams ncreas.
ingly repugnant to Many young white
South Africans, There was alio a
growth in all the mapr centres of
professional organisations offering
thigir skills and services to the demo-
cratic Mmovement 35 4 whale

* Other initiatives which have signi
fied white dissatisfaction with the
parliamentary proceises have included
the “Let South Afrca Speak™ cam-
paign and the “Petition for Peace™ run
by Fair Lady magazine,

All these things taken together, plus
the many courageous acts of white

el L L Ll WHITE SOUTH AFRICANS ARE PACKING THEIR BAGS

Mally Blackbom, signify 8 f..l'l'.l.a'l Gast AND LEA“INGI Iviemgration in 1985 wgs B4 per cont Fogher tham i 15984
growing trend of white opposition to }

apartheid,
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Internationally, too, as the conflict

within South Africa intensifes, the
pressure on the government to reform
and change has increased.

The ranks of the anti-apartheid move-
ment in Europe and the Free South
Africa Movement in the United
States have swelled as the world
television cameras focusted on the

| |
1

Plecard demanitrations near the South Afnean embassy in Wathington

Intemational Pressure

haorritic events of 1985 The inter-

| national consumar boycott of South

African products gamned mMomentum in

countrigs such  as Mew  Zealand,

Australia, Sweden, Scandmawia and
the UK and the campawgn to isolate
South Africa culturally and n the
sports arena was pursued With vigour,

The disinvestment campaign has also
started to leave its Mark on the South

e ———— e e R
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African economy, T
already

FESETVIES,

exgcorbating

serious  shostage of  foregn

The sympathies af the maonty of the

intermational commumly hawve negver
been clegrer, Street after Streel 1§
named after Nelson Mandela and
universities and cities honour  the
herpes and heromnes of the South
& frican democratic Moverment
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On 22 July 1885, the State President,
P W Botha, declared a state of
emergency in 36 magisterial districts,
in the most populatedareas of South
Africa, This was later extended to
other areas, including the Cape Penin-
sula,

This is the mast dratonian step taken
by the government since the last state
of emergency in 1960, The emergency
regulations gave unlimited powers of
questioning, search, detentions, arrest
and occupstion to the South African
Defence Force and the police, Press
COVEraQe Wal sevirely restncted, ur-
fews were imposed, meetings of
political organisations and public fun-
erals were banned., Members of the
“security forces” were indemified
from any civil or criminal liability for
the actions during the state of emerg
ency. As a result, ordinary South
Africans had no recourse to courts
in the case of death and damage 1o
property caused by security forces,

The state of emergency was declared
in order to put an end to the un-
precedented level of resistance to
apartheid by black South Africans,
Apartheid rule was in Crisis, a more
and more South Africans ignored and
actively opposed the structures of
racist and undemocratic control and
aparthesd laws,

In the year preceding the state of
emergency declaration,
ment had stepped-up its process of

NUSAS 66

the govern-

|

State of Emergency

PR hwo wWee kS in de tEnTion

repression against opponents of apart-
heid. Regular detention swoops and
th deployment of 43 000 soldiers

in and around the wowaships in 1984

A student geis arrested dunng the itate of emergency protests at Wi, He subseguently

had failed to quell the rnsing protest,
The state of emergency was a despar:
ate step by a wounded and cornered
South African government. This des-
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The furergd of Tour murdersd ":r-l:h:l-l:k commenity legder whech ook place an the day the

state of emergency walk Jeclared

paralion was evedent 0 a staterment by
P W Boths in declaring the emergency,
He sacd: 1 wall maintain “law and
order’ in South Africa and nothing
in the warld will stop mel” He cer.
tainly tried: large detachments of
SADF troops were deploved in
African townships throughout South
Africa, Thousands of asnt-aparthesd
activists were arrested and imprisoned,

The United Demaocratic Front (UWDF],
whose campaigns againgt Botha's sham
reforms had been highly successful
sutfered the brunt of the government
crackdown

in thg seven months after the state
of emergency was declared, 7 800
people have been detained - wnder
emergency regulations; 750 people
have been killed, mostly by security
force action. The extent of the crack-
down goes much further, a3 illustrated

by statistics for the whole of 1986:
11 000 people were detained under
state of emergency regulations and
security legislation, 25 000 people
were « arrested 0 connection  with
paolitical protest. 13 people died while
being held in police custody, 1 040
people were killed in connection with
palitical protest, The wvast majority
of deaths resulteddirect!v from securi-
1ty force operations, This constituted
the most widespread and wiolent
artacks on government opponentt in
this century, o -
Despite the massive repression, polit-
ical protest has not abated, It has, in
fact, spread to new areas in the
country and adapted to continugus
government crackdown. P W Botha's
declaration of the state of emergency
was an admission of his own failure
to control black South Africans, Now
the state of emargency itsalf has failed
to quell the protest, but at great cost
both in human life and in suffering.

“The and
thuggery in the townships are
mainly directed at the proper
ty and person of law-abiding
black people take the
form of incitement, intumada.
tion, arson, inhuman forms of
assault and even murder,

This state of affairs
longer be tolerated, So far, the
government has shown the
utmost patience,

acts of wviolence

and

can no

However | cannot ignore the
insistence of all responsible
South Africans, especially of
the black communities, who
ask that conditions be normal-
1sed and that they are granted
the full protection of the law
to continue their normal way
of life.

It is the government's duty to
ensure that & normal commu
mity life is re.established and
that community services are
efficiently rendered,

It 15 essential that the situation
be normalised in such a way
that the chmate for continued
diaglogue m the mterest of all
peoples, in the constitutional,
geonomic and social fields, s
ensured.”
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y Seeking Legitimacy

The growing uprisings in the mid-
1880s and the breakdown of govern-
ance in the townships, illustrates the
naturg and depth of the government's

illegitimacy in South Africa. In this
situation, as we have se¢en, the govern:
ment was forced to rely moare and
marg heavily on coercive methods 1o
retain control; but at the ame thme,
it hat become sven More preoccuped
with fashioning fome type of legit-
macy formulae, To appreciate the
scope of this project, we shall briefly

APARTHEID
missed, lovimig
minds.You wlh
and the w

sy, SRR

K
=

examine some of the areas where this -

process is underway

-J_

APARTHEID
IS DEAD

The South African government has
gone to greatl lengths, particularly in
the present period, to pronounce the
death of apartheid, During 1985, a3
the turmoil spread across South
Africa, the state radio and television
sarvice procesded to pull apart and
deny the basic elements of the apart-
heid ideclogical structure, Howgver,
in affirming apartheid’s death, no
effort was made w substitute some
new set of ideas that would order
state and society. The state simply
negated the traditional construction
a% axclusive, obtrusive and politicizing
and moved instead to some principles
that have proved o be vague snd
generalised,

DE-NATIONALISING
POLITICAL
STRUGGLE

The government has also sought to
break the unmediated encounter be-
tween the national state and the
African population, To untangle the
combatants, the government has
supported, firstly, localisation to de-
volve functions and politics to local
levels where conflict s more diffuse

—passed

-

PF sorely
ways in our
X r.W., Pik Koornhof

away

and more manageable, Secondly, it
has supported regionalisation to rein-
farce the diffusion of power,

The black community councils, were
the first piace Jin this strategy. But, a
we saw earlier, the African communi-
ties boycotted the local elections and
drove out those few leaders who chose
to participate. The structure of local
government lay in shambles, but
the government remained insistent
that African politics be localised. The

e
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State President, even as he looked
back on 10 months of untiring turmol
im the townsheps, rejected any national
solution, pointing stubboarnly to the
local optign:

"l believe that the basis for democracy
is local government. Without proper
local government, no democracy can
really exist. What we are doing now is
to bring about local authorities for
black commumties in the urban
areas.” [May 1985}

CONSTITUTIONAL
MANOEUVERINGS

We have examined, im same depth
already, the constitutional Manoeuver-
ings of the government. These
manoeuverings are by no mMeans owver,
Despite the massive rejection of the
new constitution and 115 separate and
racially detined parhaments theré 5
much oHicial talk, at the moment, of
a fourth parliamentary chamber of
alternatively, a black forum for
iACuSErn,

However, despite these efforts, what
is clear 15 that the nationalist party
government have never yielded omn
white control of the central political
institutions, the police-military appara-
tus, the integrity of the Afrikaner in
educational and cultural matters, on
the privileged economic position of
the white community. For Africans
faced with the harsh reality of
economic deprivation and the force
of the whitecontrolled coercive and
political structures, there 5 little
plausibility to thess efforts. South
Africa remains & racist and un-
democratic  society, illegitimate for
the great majority of its people.

SEARCHING FOR SOLUTIONS
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Democracy s a term bandied arpund
by most politicians in South Africa.
The tri-cameral parliament and the
black Community Councils are engag
gd in  “"democratic procesies of
decision-making",

The SADF and SAP claim to be
fighting agitators who seek to sub
vert democracy, Bul many ordinary
Sputh Africans also argue that they
are striving for deMoCraCy in COMM.
unity organisations, trade

o, |

student groups and youth associa |

tiong.

NUSAS's theme for 1986 s "Actu;rrrl

Action for Democracy

tor Democracy”™, What do we mean
by democracy and what makes our
understanding of the term so different
from the government’s?

What 1s

Democracy

The essence of democracy is control
over one’s own life, In South African
society, there 15 very hittle real democ-
racy for the majority of people. The

7 BOY. Lo0K AT THotE -
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ruling group has constructed a myriad
of laws which ensnare and contral
people’s lives, In addition, people
are conditioned into accepting the
present state of things as correct and
natural — this can be termed ideologi-
cal control.

The recognition of the extremne lack
of democracy im South Africa 15 not
new. The Freedom Charter, drawn
up in 19585 encapsulated key democ
ratic demands, Recently a call ha

emerged from  many  townships
ground the country for "PEOPLE™S
FOWER"”. This is not just rhetoric.

Urganisations are confronting the real

Loy AT Hou'!
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“GET BACK To
S CHool ANDDO SD“E'
“"HlMG useruL !
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question of how to develop in people,
who have been raised as submissive
and inferior, the confidence 1o assert
their right to participate in decision-
making about their community, ther
schooling, their workplace and the
running of their country,

The Cradock

example

The Cradock Residents' Association

[CRADORA), formed in the small
Karoo town in the Eastern Cape, i

one such organisation which has
gone Some way towards building
“People’s Power” or the democratic
participation of everyone n  the
COMMURIty.,
STREET
COMMITTEES

himself 8 man who consistently
strove to Make democracy a reality
for ordinary people, CRADORA grew
in strength until today it has the

support of wirtually all the people | committees which have jurisdiction

in the Cradock township,

CRADORA has exploded the myth
of |laaders who make decifions on
behalf of the peopls, CRADORA
has structured itself to facilitate the
maximum participation of the resig
ents, Every street forms a street

NUSAS 72

But
learning how as ordinary citizens to
assert their opinions and make their
needs felt, then the process of building
a democratic future has begun.,

| Comimittes,
| from
Formed initially by Mathew Goniwe, |

Building a Democratic Future

For people who have grown up in a
society which denies them any form
of political power or any chance to
participate in making decisions that
affect their lives; building People’s
Power is a difficult process, especially
when the government makes every
effort to hinder such efforts.

people everywhere

when are

drawing representatives
sach housghold, These will
discuss domestic problesm (eg: alchoh.
alism and immediate neighbourhood
disputes] as well as participate in de-
ciding the programme of CRADORA,

If students want 1o boycott school,
for example, thay myst mMgihivate whi
they think this & important to their
parents and other members of the
community to $eCure their support,

| Strest committees send reps to rone MATHEW
| ever larger areas of the township, GONIWE
This 15 what occurred when Mathew
In this manner, CRADORA can take | Goniwe and another community
decisions about any action m the | leader were given transfers from
space of a couple of hours, The | CRADORA  (where  they  were

teachers] = the entire community
supported the boycott of schools
to protest these actions.

B R E e R

communication network 5 50 strong
that a meeting of the entire comm-
unity can be called in four hours,
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ONCLUSION

1886 *Action
Democracy” challenges us to question
the undemacratic society in which we
live and the roles we play in it, But
stadents often have the attitude that
we can do nothing or that there is no

The theme for for

future in this country for whites
Many graduates are thinking of leaving
SA, for more secure and lucrative
PrOspects,

Certainly, there 15 and will be further
wrmoil in our couwntry, , But the
future is not without hope, We have,
in this booklet, examined the Freedom
“Charter and the vision of a new South
Africa it encapsulates. We have looked
at the struggles, agony and hopes of
ordinary South African township
dwellers angaged now in the process
of building democracy and non-
racialism, We have described how
young black South Africans are
striving to transform their education
gystem S0 that it serves their needs,
We have seen the workers uniting to
form the powerful federation COSATU,
which fights a day-to-day battle for
workers' survival, We must draw hope
and inspiration from their struggles
and their commitment to those ideals.

As young white South Africans, we
hold an extremely privileged position
in our society We are served from
childhood by people who are oppress-
ed and explaited by the system from
which wa gain our privileges — domes.
tic workers, cleaners, bus drivers,
factory workers, ewc. We have a
responsibility a3 university  students
with access to skills and knowledge
to ensure Wwe aré not blind 1o the
terrible agony peaple are suffering,

Chur skills meed not be used to ail the
wheels of this wnjust system, We
miust ensure that when we leave the
confines of the whité universities,
we are eguipped to make a Ccon
tribution to changing South Africa
=~ and there are channels for us to
do this.

Professional organiations that define
a role for themselves in change have
sprung up all owver the country -—
democratic  lawyers, doctors, social
workers, aCCoUntants, associations,
They unite progressive professionals
whio want to see their skills used 1o the
benafit of atl South Africant and not
just for financial/personal gain,

On  campus, there are Stroctures

created by NUSAS and the SRC for

student involvement — projects Comm-
itteas, local committess, Wages comms
and gthers. Thete define their role to
help raise the awareness of ourselves
and our fellow students about the
harsh realities of South African
society. This 8 crucial given the
level of censgrship which denies wus
informanon abouwt what 15 going on,
In addmion, our protected upbringing
isolates ws  completely from  the
daily experiences of powerty and
suffering of most South Africans,

Protest action demaonstrates white
students” rejection of imustice and
repression in a socCiety wherg many
of these brutal incidents have become
the norm, Protest action also plays
an  essential rale in communicating
to the majority of South Africans

.our rejection of the actions of those

presently in power, It is this solhidarity
action which builds the foundations
of a non-racial futura.

The rulers of our country depend on
apathy and acceptance of the system
to maintain it. NUSAS provides a
channel for students to make a oom-
mitment to democratic action for a
new South Africa,
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