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THE BOYCOTT
AS WEAPON OF STRUGGLE.

Since the first days, in 1943-44, when the All-Airican Convention,
the National Anti-C.A.D. and the MNen-European Unity Movement
adopted the Boycott slogan, the enemies of the Movement have altes-
nately sneered at it, pretended to adopt it in order more effectively 10
debase it and render it ineffectual, and, finally, they have misrepresented
it to the people with the express purpose of making it appear meaning-
less and rnidiculous.

This vicious attack upon one of the most potent weapons in the
armoury of the peuple styuggling for liberation came from the m-
teliectuals. The most interesting feature in this “struggle” of the
intellectuals against the people’s Bovcott weapon is that it has thrown
into one camp elements of the most diversified political outlouks :
intellectuals who proclaim themselves as internationalists; rabid Africun
nationalists, or more simply, ardent iribalists: doctors and professars
who mouth democratic phraseology but secrctlv harbour a nostalie
hankering for the return of the idyllic days of barbarism; Gandhi-ists,
and now the latest adherents of Gandhi-ism in its grotesque cubistic
or (is it) dadaistic form, called Dadoo-ism—all of them have fonincd
a tacit united front in their self-appointed task of not only besnurching
the people’s Boycott siogan and laughing it out of court. but rendering
its application impossible. Be it noted that, while all of them ure
opposed to the Unity of all Non-Europeans, preferring to remuin in
their respective racial pens, thev are nevertheless united on this issue
Their common hostility to the people’s weapon is so strong that it cuts
across the artificially-created racial barriers and brings them together

This situation makes it necessary to explain the meaning o! ithe
Bovcott weapon, its effectiveness and its proper use. It is also mcum
bent on us to show why the intellectuals are mortally afraid of o
For their attitude towards it has its roots in the historical setiing .
the political and social structure of South Africa.

OUR STRUGGLE IS NOT UNIQUE

The struggle of the Non-Europeans of South Africa for liberution
is not unique in its general form. FEvery aspect of 1t has in 5ome form
or another been experienced by other peoples of the world during sote
stage of their development. The South African economy with its
inherent contradictions, the unequal distribution of wealth, the eXistence
of lavish wealth side by side with extreme poverty—is centuries old
Europe. The herrenvolk disease that riddles the political, economi
and sogial structure of our country, has alsa been known in Europa und
Asia. Indeed, it has cost mankind millions upon millions in human
lives. The struggle of the oppressed in this country is similar o ‘the
struggles of all the oppressed pecple throughout werid history,  Itw1s
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part amd parcel of the struggle of mankind in 1ts fong and arduous
march towards progress.

Now man has forged weapons of struggle in this process, such as
ihe sirike weapon, the boveott, etc. But each of these has its proper
‘time and place. We do not choose our weapons at random. The
oppressed pecple in each country are faced with parucolar conditions
that dictate which weapon should be used at a given time. In fact, it
is an important part of the art of leadership to know which of these
many weapons to use at any given moment. This implies a thorough
examination of the existing situation and the historical past of the
objective as well as the subjective conditions. The Non-Europeuns in
Soutn Africa at this stage of development are not called upon to
traverse an entireiy new terrain in which they have to forge entireiy
new weapons hitherto unknown to mankind. What may be unique in
the situation is a new (different) combination of forces which calls for
an adaptation, or in some cases a modification, of the old methods.

To give just one example of the ditferent rates of development oi
the various ceuntries. a factor that may give rise 1o gualitative differ-
ences, we may meintion the position in South Africa itself, Here we
find the relics of barbarism co-existent with the fast word in modern
technological advancement; we find soctal institutions. such as the
relics ot pre-feudal times. tribalism, side by side with the most up-to-
date machinery for the extraction of gold in the mines. There are
relics of feudal and tribal relations in the midst of industrialism. This
fact gives rise to a strange phenomenon. namely. in South Africa the
foremost industry. the very flv-wheel of the economic structure, is
dependent upon migrant labour: heavy industry is dependeat on peasant
tabour. or more correctly speaking, the labour of a landless African
peasantry. 1t is not necessary for our purpose to elaborate on this
peculiar situation, arising out of what muyv be called a telescopic
development.  All we want to bring home is that these particular
conditions have io be borne in mind when we consider the form and
method of struzgle, When. for instance, we think of the trade union
problem, the peasant problem. the relation between the workers and
the peasanis, and finally, the National Problem. these objective con-
ditions invest the situation with what may be called a unique quality.
It 13 in this sense. and only in this sense. that there is & uniquensss in
the problems of the Non-Europeans in South Africa. Nevertheless,
tha struggles of the oppressed in Scuth Africa are basically the same as
those of all the cppressed throughout the historv of mankind. It is
a strugele at this verv moment convulsing Asia. Eurcpe. the Middle
East. North. Central. East and West Africa—everywhere where paople
are striving to throw of the yolke of oppression.

THE NATURE OF SOUTH AFRICAN SOCIETY.

The need for the use of the Bovcott wezpon at this stage of our
development must be seen as aoistng out of the opjective conditions of
South Armea. It s diziated by the living realities of rocial oppression
ey the Non-BEuropean in the so-cailed Union of Youth Africa. Now
asi.  Thev hazve grown logieally out of the
past, wiich muet be asamined i we are to cneerstaad the present,
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We do not intead to @ive a dJetailed hustory of the past. It s
necessary simply to indicate i broad outiine the stages of conguest and
the problems that arcse at each stage.  First the While invadors had
to defeat the inhabitants and conliscate thew lund.  This they did by
force of arms, m a protructed fight lasting over 200 vears. This
conquest was not effected without the assistance of the persuasive
tongues of the missionaries, who gave able assistance to the conguerors
by a judicicus use of indoctrination at strutegic times and places.
Having ucyuired possession of the land, the invaders hud then to
establish themseives aund organise their way of life.  Thus i1n the
Seuthern part of Africa there existed side by side two incompatible
svstems : tribalism and capialism.  (Actuzlly there was a third, the
feudalism of the Dutch. which was nearer to tribalism, and is of no
consequence for our purpose.)

This new social syvstem could develop only at the expense of the
tripalism of the original inhabitants.  Industry reguired 2 certain cul-
ture {or its growth and this had to be provided by the local popuiation.
This invelved not oaly forcing the inhabitants 1o supplv all the labour
required. but semething much more than that. It meant creating a
new murket by creating new neads, new tastes. rew desires on the part
of the dispossessed tobalists.  In short, it meant cresting & new outiook
and a new wuv of life. Tribalism had to be burst asunder and over-
thrown by a money economy.

Ghviously, ut this stage of conguest, where the two mutually
incompulible svaterns are fighting it out, the mulitary machine is
neffectuai and has to recede into the background while other agencies
coime to the tore. Mot that the use of brute force 1s ever completely
superseded. but it is convenient ut certain stages to sheathe the naked
sword, Now was the time for the missionary to come forward with
his secondary function: he had to educate the peopie. ie. cultivate in
them the rew sesds and desires which were necessary to industrialism.
The new proselvte had to cover his body before the newly discovered
god. Mission schools were planted all over and as there were not
enough White missionaries to go round. they had te train voung
Airicans as teachers to carrv their message among iheir own people.
These scheois were centres of indoctrination acting as a disruptive force
within the various tribes. Each Biack teacher presented himseli before
his pupils clad from head to foot in the products of the new industrial
systemn and from his mouth issued forth those solemn injunctions which
have since become so famuliar to us

on humility (turning the other cheek to the hand that smote it);

honesty (after voua have been robbed of all vou possessed):

love thine eneimy (provided vou don't expect it to be reciprocated);
taith and hope iprovided vou wait for vour reward in the next
world),

And finally. the “dignity of labour™ (bv which is meant cnly the

most menial tasks, and that oaly when performed for the

beneiit of the White emplover..



Of course our teacher had to teach alsc the rudiments of the three Rs,
1 order {0 hi the prospective labourer for his task in the industrial
machine.

PROBLEM OF GOVERNMENT.

As capiialism won the battle over tribalism, as the whole of the
Non-Eurepeans were becoming encompassed by the new social system,
the problem of government became more acute. Capitalism had taken
over the territorv. but the people had not yet been integrated into this
systemy, which has its own logic in the regulation of relations between
man and man. Before the Whites had arrived in this country there
had been orderiy governiment within the respective tribes. The central
authority was invested 1n the chief and his councillors, who derived it
from the sanction of the people. But now the old forms of governing,
to which the people were accustomed, had been destroyed and the
tribal bonds broken. This had been dictated by military needs; during
the pericd of military conquest it had bsen a matter of prime import-
ance to bresk the power of the chiel, who was the rallving-point of
resistance. But the very efliciency with which the military machine
had smashed the chieftainship and the authority of the chiefs presented
the Whites with the problem of governing the people they had con-
quered. The lack of cohesion made government well-nigh impossible
and anarchy threatened to become the order of the day,

The rulers were faced with a problent which was ali the greater
because they had decided to keep the power of zovernment exclusively
within their own hands. This very exclusivencss, nowever, separated
the governors from the govermed. It drew a line of demarcation
between them. which was reinforced by the natural antipathy between
congueror and conquered and the difference in langvage and outlook.
Between the White ruler and the ruled there existed a yawning gap.
Obvicusly some channels of communication had to be established in
order to maintain control. But how could they control a people if
they had no channels of contact? The only ceatres of authority that
the people knew were the chiefs and councils familiar to them in their
tribai life.

Faiiing the only sane policy—to the rulers’ anathema-—of integ-
rating the people into the new system of goverament on an ejual
footing, they were left with only cne alfernative. namely. to create
chiefs who would constitute the channels of contact they needed. This
placed the rulers on the horns of a difemma. For to resuscitate chief-
tainship was to run the danger of summoning up the memory of the
heroic resistance of the recent past and provide the vanquished with
a new rallving-point.

POLICEMEN-CHIEFS,

The dilemma was resolved by the creation of Policemen-Chiels.
Once more it was the missionaries who came forward to assist and
evolve this diabolically clever idea. Policemen-Chiefs. It was a
nybrid conception partaking of tribalism and capitalism and deliberately
catculated for the deception of the people, while at the same time it
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met the requirements of the culers.  In the eilicial designation, which
15 for public consumpticn. the siress is on the second part of the
double-birrelled word. e, Chicf. But in actua! function the stress is
on the first part. j.e. Policemen.  1he new creatures of the protagonists
of the new system were to be paid a lixed wage by the Government.
They 'were to be 1ts paid servants and vere to be responsible. not 1w the
people. but to the Governiment, their master.

The wily missionuries. however, who had lived amongst the peopie
and made it their husiness 10 have a thorough knowledge. not only of
the customs and traditions but the verv moods and dispositions of the
people. felt that this would not be sutficient.  Thev feared that, despite
all these safeguards. there was still a danger that one or other of these
creatuies might discard the regalia of a synthetic chief and assume
the stature of a real chief. rallving the peopie once more m a
desperate attempt to overthrow the rulers.  Thus a syvstem of headman-
ship was carefully worked out.  Each Policemuan-Chiefl was surrcnnded
by a troupe of headmen. each of whom was responsible. not to the
Policeman-Chief. but to the Government. In this wav the whole of
the so-called Reserves wus infested with an army of these Government
creatures who vied with one another in serving their masters. In
them the Government had a band of willing and efficient agents for
controlling the African masses. All the laws and regulations which
it pleased a tvrannical Government to make, were energetically carried
to the people through the channel of these agencies. The Policemen-
Chiefs and headmen were the first effective instrumenis for the
domination of the African people.

One has to imagine the situation at the time when this scheme was
set afoot, to realise the jesuitical cunning of it ali. The people. while
they were forced to live and work within the Colony, nevertheless
remained aliens in the country of their birth. They had suli to be
broken in. Wherever the people were. thev were subjected 10 a close
surveillance. Everv few square miles throughout the whole Colony
had its inevitable headman who snooped and pried into their most
intimate affairs. The Policeman-Chief himseif was subjected 1o this
all-penetrating scrutinv, 1f he held court. the very next day the
authorities were fully acquainted with the derails of it.  All the
goings-out and comings-in of the people were under close observation.
If a traveller. according to time-honoured custom. sought shelter for
the night with one of the viilagers, the next morning the magistrate
knew about it. If a group of men were sitting of an afternoon. peace-
fully sipping their beer and discussing some ancient marriage law or
fine point of custom. the long ears of the mugistrate took 1t in: he knew
not only who were there but what each one said. The whole scheme
created an atmosphere of fear 12 which the people felt they were being
spied upon and all that they did or said or even thought. was known.
The authorities traded on this and took care 1o create the impression
of an almost supernatural onmmscience.  And the more the peopie were
gripped by this all-pervading fear. the more the headmen strutted
amongst them. puffing out the'r chests. tull of the sense of their own
importance. In such an aimosphere it is eusy (o imagine how the
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people could be dragooned intc accepting any law or 'scheme imposed
by thé Governmeant, even though it was obvious that it was diametric-
ally opposed to their own interests.

INTELLECTUALS AS SECOND AGENTS.

As the country developed, capitalism disrupted tribalism and
swallowed up feudulism, industry grew and towns sprang up ali over
the country. The sons of the Dutch feudalists drifted into the cities
and there either invested their capital in industry and commercial
veatures or tpok up jobs as foremen and overseers. With all this
expansion Africans in their thousands were absorbed as labourers for
the various undertakings. From the ime of the tragedy of Nongqause,
the National Suicide, a rapid development of the Celony took place.
Cheap lubour was abundant; European farmers prospered; export trade
in skins, hides and other agriculturai products increased manv times
over. Later, diamonds were discovered. to be {oilowed soon afterwards
by the opening up of the geld mines. These two discoveries revolu-
tionised the life of the colonies in southern Africa. It accelerated the
land-grabbing and precipitated the Boer War. The sham of respecting
territorial boundaries and the independence of small states was dropped.
Britain had to organise a unified economy for the whole of southern
Atrica: she had to establish a network of communications linking up
the diamond and gold mines with the coastal towns, At the same time
many subsidiary industries sprang vp and thousands of miles of rail
wavs were buili.

This colossal expansion could only be done by harnessing a vast
army of the dispossessed. 1t could not be carried out without the cheap
labour of the concuered Non-Europeans. Ail this reinforged the dis-
ruption of tribalism and shattered the last remnants of the tribal unit

As the people became absorbed into the new system, the hold ol
the Policemen-Chiefs over them was necessarily loosened. Even the
migrant labourer who returned home from time to time came back with
a new outlook. He no longer accepted the old traditions that gave the
chief power over him. During his sojourn in the mines, the towns and
the White man’s farms he had learned to fand for himself as an
individual. He no longer thought in terms of the tribe, but of the
welfare of himself and his fanuly. Large numbers severed the tribal
bonds and settled in towns and peri-urban areas, while new generations
grew up without any knowledge of -the tribal life. Once more a2 new
problem of maintaining control over the Africans arose,

Obviously the Policeman-Chief could not cope with the new
situation. His usefulness as a means of domination was becoming
insfTectual since the vounger generation had no room for him in their
outiook. Besides this, the nsw conditions deprived him of a satis-
factory milieu in which he could stilt assume the guise of a chief, and
thus more fully exposed his real function as policeman. So a new
method of conirol. a new instrument of domination. had to he found.
The eyes of the relers now turned seriously towards the African
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inteilectuals. And who couid be more suited than thev for the desired
purpose’

Side by side with the tremendous expansion of indusiry and
commence, thers was another development taking place in the field
of education. A new “class™ had emsrged. namely, the intelligentsia.
This section of the population, though small in number, had begun to
exercise an influence out of all proportion to its size. It was able to
speak the language of the rolers. These intellectuals were regarded as
knowing the wavs and cuostems of the White man and able to find their
wav about in the intricacies of the new system. Thus the peopie
looked up to them for guidance and reposed their faith in them. It
was this circumstance that made the rulers turn to the intellectuals as
a means of controliing the masses.

It is pertinent to ask : how did the old intellectuals come to plav
the role they did?  This might be answered by another guestion : how
did the first generation of intellectuals jook upon themselves? From
the eariy days when they were converted to Christianity ihey accepted
the new system with all its modes of life. of social organsation and
of thought, Capitalism was correctly ssen by them as an advancement
over tribalism. [In it they saw a vista of progress opening up before
them and from that t:me on thev decided 10 do ali thev could to brng
tneir people within the orbit of this new civilizatien. They saw them-
selves as men with a mission. The missionaries had introduced them
to the rudiments of education: thev had iecarned to read and write:
through books they were brought into contact with a new world, new
realms ef thought, new experiences, new possibilities of development.
The docter-missionary demonstrated to them the superiority of mediczl
science over witcheraft, of knowledge over superstition. In the new
foods they tasted and the new garments they bought from the trader,
they had evidence of superior methods of production. In the weapons
of the White man, the gun and the powder, they had had convincing
proof of greatly superior technigues. For had not gunpowder van-
guished the assegai?

In the eves of the intellectuals, then. ihe missionarv was educating
them and helping them te bring their pecple into the civilization which
creared all these things with the express purpose of enabling them to
#njoy the fruits of such a civilization. They were not to krow all the
complex forces at work in capitalism. forces that had produced the
missionary himself and madc him come to their country. They were
not to know that the missionary himse!f was an instrument in the
hands of the industrizlists and merchants of Britain. of that process
of coleniai expansion that was undertaken. not for the benefit of the
inhabitanis, but of the mother-countrv. He was allowed to come out
and preach “the vengeance of the Lord™ and “the rewards of the
herealter” only because such preachings were eminently suited to
facilitating the task of the British soldiery.

If they knew none of these things. how were ghey to know that
the three Rs and the whole system of education given them by their
“penefactor” were not z1 all for their benefit but were the requirements
of an industrial svstem? Tt was onlv much later. towards the end of
the 19th century and the beginning of the 20th. that government



Comnissions bDegan to staic exphetly the aimis of the so-called “Native
Education™ “Tao equip the Native for a mere intelligent comprehension
of any industr] work set before him.”  And again : “A Native who
can read and write is of greater economic vajue to the community,”
In this conte<t “communiiy” must be taken to mein commerce and
indistry.

Hos were the Africen intellectuals to know that the preachings
of their White missionary “friend™ concerning “brotherhood in Christ™
“equality of all men before the Lord™ and other Christian doctrines
were honsured onby 1 the breach by the rest of the representatives of
the nea system?  To the intellectuals of a dispossessed peopic this new
religion was attractive because it gave cornfort and consolation to a
destitute people.  All the graces and humanitarian virtues were
extolled in its preachings and thev nourished the illusion that the new
system was idenufiable with these virtues. Capitalism seemed to them
like the promised land. So to this task of leading their people into the
promised land thev bent all their ensrgies. This explains why the old
intellectuals were readv to co-operate with the missionaries.

Their co-operation was made all the easier bacause the authorities
gave the educated Africans preferential treatment. They were granted
the franchise and were made. nominally at least. the equals of the
Whites. Thev were Iree from the burdensonmic pass-laws. Let it be
said that the old inteliectuals did not regard this as a bribe intended to
be cnjoved bv the few. Thev regarded it as an inherent right of all
those who had accepted the new mode of life and theyv were spurred
to work all the harder to bring their people to the same standard of
education as themseives in order to qualifv lor those rights. Many of
them made considerable personal sacrifices for the community. a
circumstance that earned them the respect of their countrymen—who
had every reason to be suspicious—and gained them the following of
the masses. In a word. the old intellectuals regarded themseives as
torch-bearers and not traitors.

It was because of the tangible benefits which they believed would
accrue to the whole population. that the old African intelligentsia
accepted the fateful pact which started a chain of collaboration with the
missionaries. and later with the liberals—a collaboration that was to
cost the non-Europeans of South Africa so manv lfives and bring in
its trail untold suffering. humiliation and degradation.

As the system of capitalism uniolded. however. it became abun-
dantly clear thit the promises of saivation were a delusion and a snare.
The educational system itselil was not designed to liberate the people,
but to enslave them, Now u new crop ol infellectuals sprang up. with
a totally different outlook. and corruption set in. I the eld African
intetlectuals who collaborated with the missionaries can be excused
because they were unaware of the pitfalis invoived. the same cannot
be said of their successors,  This new generation was fully aware that
the [ew privilegeg' ther enjoved were oifered to them as bribes in order
1o septrate them from their people. By this time a pattern of racia!l
discrimination bad cleardy emerged and was erystallised in the so-called
Act of Union, which slorifies herrenvolkism and extols racialism as the
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N1 ghe Acts inaf

very fowdanon-«<ione of the Sonth Atrcse N
rexchcd the statute book thereanier were simply the sorditg aut of 1
N evalvad e Year ofter Leur the A mieldcudls couid
see untokling betore iBerr very eves o whole series of dcmshtne
messures that were grnding their peeple ever move ruthiessh and
reducing them to & stute of unmitigated sorvaiiude,

he new generation of African tellectuals were seli-secking
imposters who inherified the prestige and traded on the good naine of
their predecessors. Thev knew that the nariow margin of privilege
separating them from their more unfortunate brotheis was granted
thert at the price of collaboration with the White agents of oppression.
The whole process of reduaing the Bluck man to his present position
wouid huve been impossible without tne helpy of these intellectvals. 1t
was thev who shackled the nund of the peopic and led them into
bondage,

=1

Beiore we elaborsle on how this wis cone. let us pause a while
fo answer certain accusations often levied sgainst vs @ (a1 a reactionary
desire 1o return to tribalism: (b1 ingratitude. '

As to the first accusaticn: no one in his senses wonid seck to
giorify the so-called idvilic davs of harbarism. We recognise that in
ihe march of man's progress. capitalism. 1 spite of ail s attendant
evils. represenl: u tremendous advance over tnibalism.  Tribalism, as
a famous anthrepologist has put it. “is the highest or the upper stage
of barburism To 1t belong the Greeks of the Heroic Age. the tribes
of ltaly <nortly before the foundation of Rome. the German tribes of
Tacnus (the historian! and (the Norsemen of the Viking age™ !t would
be as nidiculous for us to wish te return to tiibalism as for the South
Arrieen herrenveik 1o pine for the dayvs of their tribal forbears on the
plains of Furope. the Huns, the Goths and the Vandals who smeared
the:r bodies with ochre

At tins early period of his development mar 1s @ prev to the torces
of nature. In his ignorance he bows down before these unknown and
unconiroliable forces which appear to him like so many mighty cods.
wods of sun and moon, of thunder and hightmng. whose caprise it is to
bring the flood or the scorching dreught. the rich harvest or the vears
of famine Before the blind rage of these unknown forces mun
prostrates Fimself in fear. Who. then. would wish o return to such
a state of barbarism. 1o such a shackling of the mind and spirit? The
very cssence of man's progress is preciselv his gradual congquest over
the forces of nature. His present socio-economic organisation itself
presupposes @ certain measure ¢f control.  Slowly man has risen from
a state of helplessness o o position where he s to a large extent able
to manipriate and control these forces and harness them to his nceds.
He has painfully risen from his prostrate nesition. so that a poet could
say of him

“What u plece of werk is man! How noble an rzason ! How
infiniie in faculty ! . . Ir spprehension how fike a god '™
s 50 cunacions of his triumph over nuture that he puts
At ine centre of the universe. And now when he is standing
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fIOre wohipiete nusTany over natbre god has muateriu] circumstanges
Wwith stich o prospest berore him, how can he cast o bngering eve on

hrs former state of tgnorance and lear”

Nowoas o the second dccusation that s freguent’y Tevied agamst

us - ihai the Blach people are ungrateiul 10 the Whites ror b

them Western Civilizunion,

In the first place, there 1 no such thing a5 "Western Civilizauon’
It 15 a4 mischievous catchword, . shibboleth emploved By the herremvoil
to exclude all but themseives from enioving the fmats of cvibization
There 1w onh human onvilization. which s the sum total of knowledge
and techmiques sfowly acguired by nman a the course of s develop-
mieni thicughout the ages. Peoples in diferent paris o the worid
have come mio contact with one another. muaunly through rrade und
conguesi. and have communicaizd their techmygues from onc o ihe
other. For example. the knowledze of astromomiv came 1o Edrope
from Babylon: the inveniion of hgures Itom Arabia. the art of wriung
from the Sumernians and the Egyptians, the ulphabet from the Phoe-
mcians.  The ancient vivilizations of Asta. in China, India. Babyvionts,
Assyriu, Persia and 1n North Africs. which deerishad whiie the peoples
o Furope were sull sunk an barbarism. Lud the loundanons of modern
civilizanon.  Each of them made their contnibution to the sum total oi
techniques. science. art, religion. The civilization of Greece. which
owed a grear deal to those of Mesopotaria and Nerth Africa, fater
spread 1o Rome and thence to northern Europe o the so-cailed
“Western ™ations” of Europe. Once the peoplos of Eurone became
civilized. they in turn made their contribution to the bady of knowledge
accumulated through the ages. Civilization as we know 1t to-day is
thus the property of mankind. It is the heritage of all men.

As we, the Non-Europeans of South Africa. are part of humanity.
we chum this civilization as our natural heritage. We do not need to
be grateful because modern civilization found it way back o Africa
through the agency of the White man. The Enghishman would think
it just us absurd if he was expected to bow down in gratitude to the
Ttalians, whose forbears extended the Roman emipire northward to the
land of the Teuwtome tribes It is in the very naiure of things that
accumititaled knowledge should be passed on. not only from generation
to generation. but outwzards to every corner of the earth wherever men
live. Its verv survival. as well as that of man himseli. depends o this
never-ceasing process ol expansion and continuity. It s & natural
law of muan as a social being.

Whoeter seeks to arrest tus process s goilty of doing an uanatural
thine,  He s bresbing o moral law of humanity,  From this point of

wew, the suggesiion that the Non-Eurepeans should be grateful to the
Whites 707 their se-calied “Western Cividization™ s mere (nun ahsird

The ez of “grantiude”™ is u herrenvoll conception. It comes from o
sititude of mind that seeks 1o eparate and exclude vs from the rest of
mank:ad. We have nothing to be greterul for.  On the cantrin. we

hive evert rtight 0 condemn the herrenvolh tor deasing us the [ali
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benefits of civilization. It 15 an act of mmmorality o wilhhold the
fruits of civihzation from the Black section of the human race.

We might add that the whole idea of camning the ndiculous pirise
“Western Civilization™ a (chimera which they so [lanatically seck 1o
preserve) is an attempt to justity their inunoral practices.  No one can
denv that every dav ol our lives since the advent ot capitabism in this
country, we have been creating civilization. But the herrenvolk pre-
sumes to regard us as too uncivilized to enjoy the products of our own
creation. It is common knowledge that the whole edifice of the South
African state with all its wealth and well-being, could not have been
built without our labour. In every field of South African life a Blick
mai’s labour is indispensable : from the production of food in thv
fields. the building of roads and railways, the lcading and unloading
of goods at the docks, the extraction of gold from the mines, to the
manufacture of industrial products and their distribution: from the
building of their tewps. their very homes. to the tending and rearing
of their children. How monstrous, then. is this idea of the Black
man's ingratiteg !

1% ROLE OF EDUCATION.

To come back to the guestion of how the intellectuals were
enbsted in reducing the people to slavery and maintaining domination
over them.

Firsi of all it must be clear that education playved a very important
part in this proce s During the early stages of conquest when the two
svstems. tribal’ . s capitalism, co-existed as separate entities. educn
tion had been (~.. s we have already indicated) to break up the tribal
unit from within. First of all the christianised African was indoc-
trinated with new ideas and separated off from the life of the peopis
He was taugh: to think like his mission teachers. to have their outlook
and pomt of view. In other words, a wedge was driven between hiin
and his people. His aspirations. to all intents and purposes. becamc
those of his White tutor. They were diametricallv opposed to those
of his Black brothers who were resisting the aggressor.  So successful
was this plan that when wars broke out, the African evangelists and
teachers either stood out or in some instances assisted the Whites by
giving them information concerning the doings of the people. their
plans and nulitary dispositions.

After the militarv conguiest. when Black and White were now living
within the same capitalist svstem, another phase of education was put
into operation. At this stage it was necessary to create a dividing-line
between the master-race and the dispossessed Africans. Hitherto ihe
aim Gad been to draw them into the new system: thev were encouraged
to adopt the European mode of life with its individual enterprise. its
professions, its manners and modes of dress. Everv means had been
emploved 1o absorb them into capstalism.  African and White children
attended the same schools and wsed the same desks. But then it
became necessary to call a halt to this process. In the eves of the
rulers the Africans were threatening to becoms too completely integ-
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rated mio the nea sasteme 1 their development were allowed to go
too far, they would be crowding into the liberal protessions. they would
be ‘going in for their own enterprises and a class of Black property -
owners, busiiess men. indusirialists, ete., would arnise. This would not
aniv rob the White rulers of the labour which the Africans were
onginally mtended to suppiy. but something else would be involved.
This class would become serious competitors of the White nunority,
not only in the business tield. but what 1s more. in the political field.
This class in the very npature of things would proceed to lay claim to
political power.

Such un eventuality had to be arrested at all costs. What better
means than to arrest the mind itsell?  And what better instrument
than the very system of education that hud set the African on the road
10 these aspirations?

Insidiousiv i the schools the germ of inferiority was implanted
i the mind of the Black child.  In the historv-books. for instance. his
forbears were paiated as loaters, thieves. scoundrels and cowards, until
he learned to be ashamed of them. He was tanght to “know his place”
in society: he had to sce himseli us “ditferemt™ and he had to “develop
atorg his own lines™, so that by the ume he grew up he was conditioned
to accept an anferior position, politically. economically and socially.
And it was a Black teacher who had to implunt all this in his mind.

By this timie there was o clearly defined educudional policy. There
were two educational syvstems, one for the White child and one for the
Black., No longer could the Black child sit side by side with the White
child in the same school. The Education Department was hard put to
it to evolve a system hnown as “Native Education”™, that would be in
keeping with the requirements of the State policy. The Black child
had to develop muscle rather than brain: he had to receive manual
instruction rather than training in the liberal urts. And religious
instruction had a primary place in this scheme of “education™.

A tremendous amount ol energy and money were expended by the
State to devise a method of depriving the African populaticn of proper
cducation. Commission alter commission was set up for the express
purpose of finding reasons for taking education away from the African
chiid. After sclemin deliberation, each Commission in turn would
come out with a long treatise bused on pseudo-scientific arguments
purporting to prove that sound educational theories demanded that the
Black child must have a special Kind of educztion. Theorics about
different environments, aplitudes and miental capacity were roped in to
prove their point.  And all that this lone ripmarole reallv ametinted to
wus linding u theoretica) covering for a plain matter of robbing the
African ¢hild of his right to education.  He hud to be excluded from
a svstem of proper cducation, which was reserved for the White child
oniv. We do net here stress the generzl impoverishment of segregated
education : the Lick of schoois and equipment, the lick of adegunteh
trained teachers and the discrimination amainst them o pay. ete.. which
wis part of o deliberate plan

As early as 1360, Sir Langham Dale. Stuperintendent off Education.
had stated -
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“The education of the poorer classes must be suited to their
circumstances. and to the sphere of life in wiuch they have to
earn their living. A new element of labour must be introduced
into these schools.”

This was luter formulated as fullows:

“The education of the White chitd prepares him for hic i a
dominant society and the education of the Black chiid prepares
him for & subordinate sociery.”

From that day to this the policy has been religioush follewed by the
rulers

The process of arresting the mind was thus a tash that was specifi-
cally assigned to the Educatior Department. But to understand iis
fuil mmport it must be seen against a wider background. as pari of a
whole machineyy of State where each department has its specific
function, but all are designed to a common end.  in other words. the
problem conironting the herrenvolk was how to drrest the nafural
development of the African people within the capitalist svstem. A
Department of State was specially created. called the Nauve Atfairs
Depariment.  Within it there is a permanent Commissing whose
fupction it is to work out a comprehensive scheme ror the contral of
the African people. The Department as a whole puts mte effect the
plans of the Comumnission through its network of offices spread througii-
out the countrr. The whole African popuiation is governed by
Proclamation decided by this Commission and signed by the Gevernor-
CGieneral. whe for this purpose is designated as the “Svpreme Chiel of
Natives™. All the Acts exclusively affecting the Africans are hatched
in this Department : the Urban Areas Act. the Pass Laws. the Poll Tax.
etc. At the same time there is the Department of Lubour which in its
turn works out what is known as the "Nanve Labour Policy”. This
involves working out wavs and means of arresting the natural develop-
ment of the African people in the field of Iabour. preventing them from
acquiring those skills and techniques which would enable them. iike all
other workers. to fill any position from the simplest manual work o
the highest skilled job. For instance. it is the policy of the Depart-
ment of Labour that is responsible for the Apprenticeship Act which
discriminates against the Non-Europeans. and the Industrizl Conalia
tion Act which outlaws African Trade Unions.

Thus it can be seen that there 1s a tremendous amount of energy
being spent in each of these Departments of State.  This whole
machinery is being directed towards one. single end—-the complete
frustration of a whoie people and the unnatural stunting of their
development. Africans often pour out iheir wrath against the Native
Affairs Depuriment. regarding it as if it was the chief culprit. They
forget that it is oniv one Department in a whole machinery of State.
Consider the Education Depariment. whose true rale s often mis-
understood and whose rmportance in this whole scheme 1 often under-
estimated. As a Department of State. it. too. fulfils 2 very particular
function.  [n its field it has to work out schemes that are in keeping
with the over-al! palicy of State.  Just as there are “Nutive laws” and
“Native laboui™. so there is “Naiive cducation™  These three are
inter-refated.  The power of this Tast—oi the susten of Cspesial”
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education--t0 make paossible the application of the whole “Native”
policy. defies description. 1t prepares the soil for the acceptance of
bopdage, From the very outset it 1akes the mund of the child and
moulds 3t 10 its purpose: it creates the altitude of mind thut accepts
imferionty and segregation: it conditions the voung mind to scguiesce
in occupying a subordindte position In society.

The ettect of the so-calied "Native Edvcation™ is not hunited to
creating 2 pre-disposition in the minds of those who have attended
scheol. I is more fur-veacoing than this. It produces & section of
intellectuals who become the human agency for the dissemination of
those ideas of inferierity amongst the people—a section from which
the leadership is drawn, '

This picture of “Native Education™ would not be complete without
mentioning another point that demonstrates the thoroughness with
which the scheme was devised.  All the channels leading to the liberal
professions that would enabie the Africans to earn an independent
livelihood, were closed.  Consegtient!s every educated Black man had
ic depend for employment on u State Department, as a teacher or
a clerk.

FOLICEMENINTELLECTUALS,

We have <aid that the whole process of reducing the Binck man
to his present position would have been mimpossible without the help
of the intellectuals. It was thev who led their peopic into bondage.

A the position of the Whites in 1hls country was bocoming
stronger. that of the Non-Europeans wus deteniorating.  The patlern
of South African society had fully emerged and scgregation was being
rigidiy enferced in all spheres.  Politically the Non-Whites were being
reduced to a voiceless people: economicaily they were in a stale af
destitution and were by Law relegated 1o the performance of unskilled
labour: residentially they were being crowded into Reserves and loca-
tions. The cleavage between Black and White was complete. The
breach was open. [i was a situation which mught well stir the people
(0 revolt. and in fact there were sporadic Jisturbances, It was at this
point that the intellecivals demonstruted tho nsefuiness to the rufers.
ft was necessary to embark on o scheme tor disarming the people
intellectualiv. This wis the more casily done becatise the mamle of
leadership had fallen on the new generution of inteliectuals who. us we
said. were still wading on the prestige of their predecessors. The
people looked up 1o them to lead them in the struggle.

The intellectuals were faced with o grave decision 1o make, Thev
had a chowce of 1vo things : to piace themsehes ar the heud of thew
people and launch a strugele agumsi the Government. or 10 side with
the rulers agamst their own people.  If they went with the peopie they
would be derounced as radicals and unrezsonable. They would cuin
the frown of thew muasters and lose their litle rewards Tor sersices
rendercd. thase muarks of approbation and all those iniungdle lavou
that are so comiorting to a “rood boy’ It on the other humd they
openly jomned the rulers they would jose ibeir position s iwaders o

thelr peapic,




It was the hberals who came to thew rescue and heiped them out
of their dilemm:.  As masters of diversionary tactics the liberals threw
out the meaningless slogan : “Development along their own lines.” The
African intellectuals seized upon this us i means of suving their own
face. Theyv turned the attention of the people away from the centlict
and diverted their cnergies into useless channels.  Now they were Tuily
.aware ol the treachery of the slogan.  What clse could 1t mean but
cutting the people ofl from the body politic and leading them down into
serfdom?

But. alas, the people themseives did not know. To the wvust
majority of the illiterate masses groaning under the conditions of
seridom. “development along our own lines”™ meant escaping from the
clutches of the White man and taking the road that led to salvaton.
To the semi-literate. with their minds already prepared by the small
dose of “Native education” they had received. the slogan pomnted the
road to a supposed independence from the voke of the White man. to a
Utopia of un independent Bliuck State. It wus onhy the smieil minority
of intellectuais who were aware of ifs truc meaning.

For them the prime motive was the desire to escape. as u privileged
few. from the rigours ol oppression.  Although segregation spelt frus-
tration and stagnation for the rest of their people, it offered the
so-called “¢lite™ the possibility of fut jobs—jobs that would only be
open to them in segregated spheres. They had visions of themselves
in the sphere of cducation. for instance, receiving proressorships and
inspectorships in “"Native”™ colleges and schools: 1n segregated areus
they visvalised themselves as running big businesses. freed from White
cempetition: there would also be plenty of jobs for them as petty
otficials.  In short, this small “élite” would be free. like their masiers.
to bhatten on the masses, It was the dangling of this miserable bribe
before their eves that set the intellectuals along the tortuous road of
collaboration. the road that led the African people into a political
desert. _

From this time on. the intellectuals. locked in an unholy embrace
with the White liberals. dragged the oppressed into futile venfures. and
thus demonstrated their usefulness to the rulers.  The misses had been
gathering their forces and a head-on collision was immineni. but the
intellectuals stepped in und deflected them frony their course.  Hence-
forward. in pursuing this chimera of “developing along our own lines™,
they were not simply following a road away from the true struggle but
were actuallv engaged in forging the chains of their own enslavement.

When Rhaodes came out with his infamous Glen Grev Act in 1894,
it was the intellectuals who now cajoled. now drazooned the African
people into accepting the Bungus, those toyvs of governiment for a
child-race.  When this system was scein to work effectively, it was the
intellectuals who were emploved to carry 1t to the urban ureas where
Location “Native Advisory Boards™ were established 1o keep the urban
Africans from clamouring for direct representation in ¢ty and town
councils.  When Hertzog and Smiuts passed the notorious Stave Acts of
1926237, 1t wuis the intellectuals i collaboration with the White liberals
who turned the peonle from the course of strugele into the acceptance
of the glorified Bunga, the Native Representative Council (NR.C.). Tt
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was the intellectiials who proceeded to embroil them n working a
complete system of dummy councils and dummy eleciions,® And the
more they purstied this policy of “developing along our own lines”, the
more they entrenched in the minds of the oppressed the idea oz’ the
inferiority of the Bluck man. In this sense it can be said that it was the
intellectuals who policed and dragooned the African people into
accepling u subordinate position in society.

To get an idea of the police-function of the intellectuals, we have
only to visualise what takes place to this dav. Dotted all over the
country in the so-called “Native Reserves” are the Resident “Native”
Commussioners’ offices. These are the centres of administration. It
is here that the people have to come for their allotments of land and
get permission to buy cattle: it is from here that thev have to get their
passes to go and seek work: it is also here that they have to pay their
taxes and the inevitable fines. In short, these oftices are the centres of
contro! over the lives of the people. 1If vou have the time to spare. if
you have a heart of stone and nerves cf steel. go one day and stand at
the entrance of any of these offices. There vou will see how these
Black pseudo-intellectuals behave towards their own people. There
vou will see the powerful combination of the policeman-chiet and
headman and the policeman-intellectual at work. All dav long the
impoverished peasants stream in to settle their many problems. The
headmen bring in {rom the villages men and women chirged with
breaking one or other of the many regulations. As they enter, the
clerks and interpreters bark their orders. "All day long vou hear the
voice of the White master issuing through the Black mouth. How
enthusiastically these pseudo-intellectuals bully and badger the people
has to be seen to be believed. To the people the administrative offices
become a symbol of tyranny before which they tremble in fear, filled
with a sense of their own inferioritv. There is no need for the White
master to assert his authority: these Black agents before whom the
people cower, de the job all too weil.

But that is not all. A fuller picture of the funciion of the
policeman-inteilectual emerges when we depict the structure of South
African society. On top sits the White ruling minority: at the base is
the vast majority of the Non-European masses and sandwiched in
between is a thin layer of intellectuals, who are the purvevors and
transmitters of herrenvolk ideas to the pevple. They are the conpecting
link between the ruler and the ruled.  la fact, theyv are the most useful
instruments of ruling. Consider what a problem any Governmeni
would have to rule the people without their assistance. Language
alone stands as a barrier between the Government and the people. Any
law in any society is a law because of the consent of the people.
Without their consent the law is not worth the scrap of paper it 1s
written on. To get the consent of the people is the very crux of the
matter. Here in South Africa the task of procuring this consent. even
though given grudgingly. is the function of the literate and therefore
vocal section of the Non-Europeans. The various Governments in
this countrv have been able to rule the Non-Europeuns largely by
virtue of the co-cperation of the intellectuals. who have to make the

*For 3 Julier acgoun seer UThe Asdikening of a People™, ¢ch 3 and ¢ ol
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most obnoxious faas palatable 1o the people.  In this way the intelice-
tals stand guard over the population as policerien on the interests o

thetr masters.
THE BOYCOTT AND THE INTELLECIUALS.

From the above analvsis it becomes clear that the mteliectuals have
now a stake in the present set-up of South African socieny ih2y have
a definite function to perform. In this scheme of things they phiv the
role of collaborating with the oppressor in workmg the muchinery ol
oppression. I is their acceptance ot this function that deternvines their
attitede to the Boyvcott weapon of the people. If they intend to continue
coffinorating with the oppressor they auar view he people’s Boveott
with alorm. For it hits at the root ol their tundamental posiuen: it
thicutens their very existence as collaborators.

The Boveott 1s not in itself a policy. It s a specific application ol
the pelicy of Non-cotlaboration. It is this pobey that the enemies of
the Bovcott slogan are mortaily afraid of. When they rail against the
Boyceif. slander it and belittle it. they are in reality giving vent to therr
fear and hutred of this policy that spells death 1o their occupation—the
policy of Naon-colluboration.

Through daily huardship and bitter experience the people had ut
last discovered the trite meaning of “developing along ovur own lines™
It had led them, not to salvation. not to some mythical promised lund
or Black Utopia, but to the country of the doomed over whose gateway
might weli be inscribed : “Abandon hope all ve who enter here.” It
had jed them to their present position where thev are without rights
and without land: where they are ccaselessly harried by the pass laws.
where they are being decimated bv poverty and disease. Thev had
learned that “developing along our own lines™ meant the acceptance of
inferiority and segregation and that the segregated institutions created
for u child-race were instruments for their own domination. Thus
they resoived to reject the whole policy based on inferjority, with all
that 1t implied; thev threw off the shackles of the whole idea ol the
inferiority of the Black man. Thev embarked on a new policy based
on the equality of all men irrespective of colour and race. With this
clear conception they gathered their forces together, ready once again
to launch a determined struggie.  And once more the inteliectuals were
faced with a choice. either to throw in their lot with the people or with
the rulers against the people.

A crisis developed in the ranks of the intellectuals and split them
into two viclentiy oppesed camps. The best and meost far-sighted
amongst them threw in their lot with the peopic. Theyv took theo
rightful place at the head of the people’s organisations. fielping them
to clariiy their ideas and formulate their pelicy. and putting the peaple’s
strugele firmiy on the basis of principles.  Such intellectuals brought
tharr organisations within the fold of the people’s federal badies : the
All-African Convention. the Anti-C A.D. and the Ner-Europaan Unin
Movement.  Within these orgunisations they helped to educate the
people us to the nature and origin of their disabilities and conssquently
tha meuns and metheds ta be emploved in the fight. They taueht the
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oppressed (0 sec the struggle 1 118 entirety 2nd o simash the artiticiad
ractal barriers created by the herrenvolik to separate them. This was
to cross the Mubicon. This wus to tarn their backs on the rulers. It
wiis to relect colluboration with the oppressor.  ©t was to take their
rightful place with their people.

But what of those short-sighted intellectuals whose svision was
bounded by their own self-interest? Thev were left in an unenviable
position, and not even the resourceful liberais could find a wav out for
them. Thev were in a guandary. The people’s eves had been opened
and the ssues were crystal-clear. Those who operated the dummy
councils were cellaborating with the oppressor; they were the encmies
of the people. When tirev were called upon to resign from these
instituttons, they couldnt. for to do so was to desert their master.
Thus they resorted to blutant slanders and distortions of the neople’s
Bovecott weapon.

When they try to distort the meaning of the Boveou siogan. when
they shoutr: “The bovcotters. to be logical. should also boyveoit the
segregated schools. education. ete.”. 1t is not because they are ignorant
of the true meaning of the Boveott: it is preciseiy because they under-
stand it all too well. The: would like t¢ throw dust i the eves of the
peaple by reducing it to absurdity. Let us state aguin: the Boyeott
is directed against those political institutions that are created for our
own enslavement.  Nobody in his senses would advocate taking our
children away from the present segregated schools since there are no
other schools theyv can attend. This would be wo han cutting off
our noses to spite our faces, In the one instuice w¢ have no chowce n
the matter. We must educate our children in the cause of hberation
itself: they must acquire the intellectual eguipment. even though only
segregated schools are open to them. But in the case of the political
institutions. there i1s nothing to feree us to operate the machinery. if we
don’t choose to do so. Those who operate 1t do so of their own f{ree
will. It is because the Boyvcott exposes this voluntary zcquiescence on
the part of the quisling-inteliectuals that they direct their venom
against 1t

@ i

NEW DEVICES,

Now the normal development of capitalism itself narrows the field
of operation of the type of quisling that his arisen as a result of the
past. Just as the conditions which made it easy for the Policeman-
Chief to exercise control over his people have gons for ever. so
conditions that are changing every dav with the ever-growing industrial
development in this country make it more difiicult for the quisling-
intellectual to carry out his function. The relationship between man
and man in a society based on a money-economy leaves no room for
colour considerations. The dav-to-day operations of an industrial
economy expose the artificiality of colour-barriers. The Non-Euro-
peans of South Africa have become part and parcel ot the svstem in
spite of the impediments deliberately placed in their wuv  They have
conse to understand the importance of political power. They realise
that the root cause of thew national oppression is the luck of political
rights,  That s why i their programme they give primary place o

TJd
'



the demand for the fuli Iranchise. This circumstance itself makes it
extremely difficult for the quisling-intellectual to re-establish himsell.
for it throws into bald reliel the bankrupte: of his politics It reveals
the shoddiness of his master’s political wares. which he has been
peddling. The polittcal consciousness of the people has been sharpened
and the contlict s on u higher political plane.

The more 1t became evident that the Non-Europeans could no
longer be fooled by the old subterfuges. the more desperate the
herrenvolk became.  Theyv could think of nothing new, but had to fall
back on the old and tried methods, under a new name-——Apartheid.
But what is their Apartheid but the old Segregation? What is the
Bantu Authorities Act but an intensification of “developing along our
own lines”™™  What 1s the meaning of the findings of the Eiselen Com-
mission ot Education bat the old policy of “educating the Black child
for a subordinate society™

Al the behest of the new masters, the Nationalist Government. the
Native Aftairs Depurtment, then, true to its traditional function. sat
down to review the situation and take stock of what had been happen-
ing. And they were slarmed. The Non-Europeans had developed by
leaps and bounds in spite of all the obstacles placed in their way.
Drastic measures had to be taken to arres{ this development. Ounce
more all the Stite Departments were geared into action. The Native
Affairs Department ook the lead and hatched out the main pian in the
form of the Bantu Authorities Act. the essence of which is to throw
the whole Aflrican pepulation root and branch cut of the body politic,
oui of the judicial system of the countrv, and to entrench rule by
proclamation while at the same time reducing to a minimum the need
for passing the so-called Native legislation through Parliament. The
second main feature of this diabolical plan is to recreate tribalism.
reinstate the Policeman-Chief and plant him at the verv centre of this
counterfeit (ribal structure. armed with all the dictatorial powers
proper to & police-state.

At the same time the Labour Department has been busy. At this
moment it is still thinking up its plans. We have already had a fore-
taste of things to come with the passing of the Native Builders Act,
It might be added that here we see a new approach to the question.
Hitherto the practice has been to prohibit the Non-Europeans from
acquiring skills by choking them out at the very beginning by means
of the Apprenticeship Act. But despite this a few had alwavs con-
trived to slip through. Now the policy is to forbid those few artisans
from practising their trade. For this purpose the Group Areas Act 1s
being enlisted. Thev will be allowed 10 work onlv in their Group
Area. 1e. the Reserves. where there is no demand for such shibis.

In this scheme of things the Department of Educztion has an
important part to play. It has already hatched out a plan that is
designed to synchronise perfectly with the Bantu Awhorities Aci. It
was the business of the Eiselen Commission to work out the plan in
detail. The drastic changes recorumended in the already impoverished
“Native Education™ arg calculated to wrench the Aflrican population
out of the very fibre of capitalism and thrust them back into this
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bogus tribaiism through intellectval strangulation. . The essence of
these recommendations is to put African education under the control
of iiliterate Policemen-Chiefs who will have jurisdiction over tribal
schools. _

These are desperite measures in an attempt to turn the wheels of
history backward. The present generation of Africans know nothing
whatsoever about tribal life. They have been forging ahead organising
themselves into political organisations. trade umons. peasant organisi-
tions. civic bodies, proiessional organisations, eic., all of which cut
clean across tribal divisions. And more than that. thev have reached
a stage witere all sections of the Nen-Europeans are joining forces in
the struggie against common disabilities. It is in an attempt to delcat
this development that the rulers have concected this monstrous device,
the Bantu Authoriies Act, with its complement. the fravduient tribal
education, The purpose ‘of the scheme becomes clearer when it is
seen as an atiempl to re-establish and entrench the power of the two
old agencies. the Policemuar-Chiel and the Policeman-Inteilectuai. an
attempt te create conditions where these two must be at the centre of
the sogia! lile of the people and. working in combination., will once
more pecome an cffective instrument of domination.

How well the whole thing was calculated comes out in the fact
that the prospective holders of office are already gearing themselves to
come to the assistance of the rulers. While the peopie are getting
ready to fight the creation of the triba! authorities iBantu Authorilies
Act) it is the chiefs who are standing in the way, ecach one hoping to
be the appointed one. Whiie the people, together with those infellec-
tuals who are with them in the struggle, are orgamising their forces (o
resist this monstrosity of tribal education, the guishng-intellectual is
sabotaging their efforts.  So devoted is he 1o the interests of his master
—uor is it the crumbs from his master’s table—that he is prepared not
only to undermine the people’s struggle. but even to wreck his own
organisation.

WRECKING TACTICs.

It 1s of interest to observe the tactics of the various forces ranged
against the people.  In the over-all plen of the Native Affairs Depart-
ment to put its “new” policy into operation, the teachers hold a Key
position.  As a vocal section of the population they can frusirate any
attempt to (o3t tribal education or tribal insifutions on the Africans.
As leaders of their people they can effectively organise resisiance to
any such attempts. The rulers have the more reason to be afraid of
this since in the Cape Province, for instance, the African Teachers’
Organisation, C.ATA., is already working in conjunction with the
other organisations of the people. It has affiliated to the All- African
Convention. It thérefore falls to the Education Department to come
to the assistance of the Government. Ifs task is to bring the teachers
to heel: thev must be made to toe the line.

Iu the preliminary skirmish, then, the first manocuvres are being
carried out by the Education Department in the {orm of nen-recog-
nition. 1t is sipnificant that the reason it puts forward for now vith-



hoidiig recognition of C.A'T.A, is the fact that it 1s cn-cpernti:\.g_wéth
the other organisations of the people. In this way it sceks to drive a
wedge between them. In other words, it 1s hitting at the very source
of the strength of C.AT.A. Then. having separated the teachers from
the rest of the population, and isolaied them. il can proceed 1o wreck
the teachers’ own organisation. For C.AT.A. as at present constituted.
with its progressive policy, is still an obstacle to their plan. It is
moving 10 a direction diametrically opposed to trivalism.  In fact, it i3
so counscious of the unity of the disabilities of the oppressed that it has
set the machinery in motion for establishing unity with the Teachers’
League of South Africa (T.L.S.A.) a sister body of Coloured teachers,
which has suffered the same fate at the hands of the Department, and
for the same reason. The Coleured teachers, too, bad the temerity to
work with their people in the Anti-C.A.D. and the Non-European
Unity Movement (N.E.U.M.) without stopping to-ask the sanction of
the masters. This marks the first step towards the unity ot the intel-
leciuals irrespective of race and the larger unity of the intélligentsia
with the oppressed workers and peasants. In view of all these develop-
ments it became essential to wreck C.A.T.A. and en its ruins erect tribal
teachers’ organisations that will conform to the tubal authorities as
visualised under the Bantu Authorities Act.

What is the position of the quisling-intetlectual in all this? His
function is to facilitate the carrying out of the aims of the rulers. Note
that he never comes out openly against the stated aims of the peopie,
nor does he openly support the Government plans, At all times he
avoids a clear statement of the problem confromting the people, for t.
pose the issues clearly is to force him to take up an upambiguovs
position. This is something he abhors. So he resorts to all saits of
subterfuges. In the present situation, for instance, he refuses to discuss
the Bantu Authorities Act or the Eiselen Commission since to do so
would bring him face to face with all their implications and force him
to take his stand either with the people or with the Government.
Instead, he takes refuge in the threadbare arguments—those inanities
beloved of his breed—that his organisation is a professional body and
has pothing to do with politics,

His tactic is to bring dissension within the teacher bodv, At first
he pretends to agree with the declared policy of C.AT.A.. which
demands co-operation with the other organisations of the people in
the fight for full equality between Black and White. But the moment
this policy is put into practice he objects. He raises a storm against
the affiliation to the All-African Convention and threatens to- wreck
C.AT.A. itself on this issue.

What is the explanation of this seemingly contradictory behaviour?
The key to it lies in understanding the designs of the master. It might
appear 10 the rank and file of C.A.T.A. as if the point at issue is simply
whether or not to afiiliate to the All-African Convention. It would
seem that ihe affiliation to the A.A.C. is what is threatening to wreck
C.AT.A. The truth of the matter is that the Coavention question is
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incidentel 10 the wrecking of CAT.A  If they didnt use the Cop-
vention as an excuse. they might use the question of insurance or even
the non-recognition of CATA. or anvthing else. Am issue would
serve the purpose.  The point is that ro smash the Teachers Oraunisa-
tion. as at present constituted. is of paramount imporiance o the
rulers. And it is the task of the quisling-intellectuals 10 bring ihis
about. Of course. they may disclaim any connection \:itﬁ the
Government. They may even loudly prociaim that thev are jis
opponents. But no matter what thev say. the plain fuct is that their
actions facilitate the plans of the rulers,

A curious phenomienon is that ali those intellectuals who aze triing
to wreck C AT.A. from within, take up a particular position it the
wider field. Without fail they are to be found in the political ficld
amongst those who support the dummy councils. N.R.C.. Advisory
Boards and other segregatory bodies, In other words, they are to be
found amongst those who are willing to serve as agents of oppression.
All of them stand in hatred of the policy of Non-collaboration.  Thev
are all mortally afraid of the Bovcott weapon of the people. '

IS THE BOYCOTT NEGATIVE?

We have said that the Boycout is not in sell a policy but a
practical application of the policy of Non-collaboration at a specific
time. It is particularly applicable at those moments when the quislings
are engaged in the very act of luring the pecple into putting the noose
round their neck. The bovcott has the eifect of not only arresting the
hand that carries the rope, but of holding it aloft for all to see. The
quisling is, as it were, caught in ithe act. red-handed. In his fury he
slanders the Boycott. pours scotn upon it. reviles it, But all this
vituperation hasn't worked. The people siubbornly centinue to use
the Bovcott, for they have discovered it to be an effective weapon.

The quislings have been forced to yield ground. While refraining
frem openly aftacking it. they now resort to sniping tactics. Their
latest distortion is that the Bovcoun is negative. Theyv argue that it
calls upon the people to sit dewn and fold their arms. that it bids them
refrain from action. Nothing could be further from the truth.

Of course we are by this time fanuliar with the meaning that these
valiant Knights of Action attach to the word., To them action means
throwing themselves into dummy elections; it means labouring on toy
coungcils; it means running up and down the country inciting uthers to
ill-considered strikes and then furiously organising Days of Mourning;
it means conjuring up ad hoc bodies like Votes For All Assemblies and
Yoint Planning Councils: it means chasing after the Torch Commando
with its twin brothers the United Party and the Labour Party. In
short. to them acuon means any activity that distracts the attention of
the people away from the main struggle, lures them out of their course
and ends up by tving them the miore securely to the herrenvolk parties.
What a price the people have paid for these many calls to “Action™
it ill-becomes the guislings to accuse the Boycott of being negative.
The truth is, it is one of the most positive weapons that ihe Non-Euro-
neans can use at this stage.
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When an organisaiion, for mstance. advocates boycott, 11 cannot
just pass a resolution to that eflect and merely tonounce the fact to the
musses.  That would be meaningless. It takes upon itself the duty
of going out to the people and caretully explamning to them why they
must boveott a purticular institution or elections to it.  In this way it
enuages i pelitical activity of the highest order. And this is not aik
iz cails upon the people to bestir themselves, throw off their lassitude
and mntervene in their own fate.  With a consciousness arising out of a
clear understanding of the issues involved. the masses take the positive
step el boyeotting, This is action. 1t 15 action of first-rate importancz.
Deliberately and with a full sense of respensibility, they do two things:
they ont the strings that bind them to the quislings and secondly they
intervene in the plans of the rulers. By withholding their consent they
{rustrate these plans, which cannot work without their co-operation.

The ability to defeat the plans of the rulers in this wav has in turn
a further effect on the masses. It reinforces their rejection of in-
feriority: it restores their seli-respect and gives them a sense of their
own importance; it reveals (o them their own strengthh born of unity
in action,

Another importani aspect of the use of the boycott is that it is a
weapon against which the rulers have no defence. If the people refuse
to take part in elections to dummy councils, they can souil cut these
agencies of domination, and the rulers can't do anything about it,
because they can't prosecute. Let us take as an example the latest
occasion on which the boveott weapon was used. When the herren-
volk took it into their heads to celebrate the Van Ricbeeck Tercen-
tenary, the Non-European Unity Movement decided to boycott it
The local Co-ordinating Unity Committee {in the Cape) launched an
intensive campaign of boycott. Innumerable meetings were held all
over the Cape Peninsula. The people were told the real significance
of the celebrations, namely, the conquest of the inhabitants, the
confiscation of thzir land and their econcmic enslavement: the rise of
the herrenvolk to a position of domination with all the political power
exclusively in their hands and a corresponding deterioration in the
condition of the Non-Europeans. The Committee took the oppor-
tunity of reviewing the past and explaining to the people how their
present plight came about; step by step it unfolded the machinations
of the rulers. the methods they adopted and the agents they employed
for their deception. As some of these worthies were busy trying to
entice the Won-Eurcpeans to jein the herrenvolk celebrations, the
Uity Commitiee found it easy to show up the réle of such agents and
it demonstrated how the pecple themselves. by their very acquiescence,
are to a jarge ewtent responsible for their present position. [t called
upon the Non-Europeans to refuse to be a party to the celebration of
their own enslavement and, by bovcotting the festival. to register their
protest against the whole herrenvolk policy that has denied them
human rights.

There is an irony in the fact that the Van Riebeeck, whose landing
cn the shores of southern Africa vshizred in the period of oppression
of the Black man, and whose ghost was revived three hundred veurs
alterwards as a symbel of domination. should serve us u lever to the
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consciousness ob the peeple an their struggle for liberation. I the

peral atmosphere of herrenveik hysteria, with their press incessantiy
boosting the festival. the curiesity of the Noa-Europszns wus aroused
and the Uity Commiitice reached out to them and lound u receptive
soil for its ideas.  Every man, woman and child was on the alert and
euach one lelt that he himsell had to make a decision whether or not to
go to the festival. The attractiveness with which the herrenvolk press
presented the show added to the conflict. Each one had to sutisfy
himself that his action was the right one.

It was in this way that the Unity Commuittee for the first ume
penetrated all favers of the population. The boycott hud become o
live 1ssue discussed in the streets, the trains and the buses: in the class-
rooms and playgrounds: in the lactories and the very homes oi the
people.  Disputes would often break out between husband and wife:
on the domestic heartn redsons had to be hummered out 25 to why
“it wasn't right™ 1o set {00t n the festivad studium.  Thus within a
short space of time the boveott campaign brougit pohtical education
to the people ond iited them out of their fethurgy, It is now history
that the Non-Europeans boicotied the Van Riebecch celebrutions
almost completely. a Fact which was a source of surprise and alurm 1o
the herrenvoik. ’

Here for the first time ull the Non-Eurcpean sections had the
opportunity of applying the boycott simultanecusiv. It gave then a
fecling of solidarity. Throughout this whole period each one was
keenly concerned with what his neighbour was doing; each group was
deeply interested in the actions of the other. They felt they were acting
with o common purpose. Here was wnity in lact. There was a
commen jov in the feeling that for once they had asserted ther
independeice us o people.  And the success of the boivcott give them
a sense of pride und seif-ussurance. The more the herremoik press
rarvted ut them ror their “stupidity”™ tiae more they realised their own
importance.  Their manhood was restored. They had foiled the
musters, who could do nothing about it. In other words. they had
discovered ia the boveott a weapon to which the rulers could not
retaliate.  With it they had achieved success in the narrow sphere. for
of course the festival in itsell was uvnimportant.  But success begets
success. There were other and more important flelds in which the
boycott could be applied. This was an important discovery.  In the
political struggle it could be emploved with more far-reaching con-
seyuences.

WHY THE BOYCOTT?

We have said that we do not choose ut random our weapens of
struggle.  Each situation demands the use of a particuiar weapon
according to the conditions prevailing at the time. Now we have
shown that the herrenvolk in solving the problem of contro'ling o
conguered people and also arresting their development within the
present system, emploved two highly  successful metheds.  First,
“divide and rule™: (.1- L o 7 3
and used the intelizlt




time. within each section, they drove a wedge between the people und
the intellectuals, who served the interests of the rulers to the great
detriment of their people. Secondly, the rulers made use ot the
inteilectuals to persuade the rest of the people to operate the machirery
ot their own e¢aslavement. We have unfolded how the intellectuals
were turned into ellective agents for dragooning and policing their
people into the acceptance of interiority: how a chain of collaberation
was started between the liberals and the intellectuals and led the people
down the disastrous road ot "developing along their own lines™.

At the end of that road they found themselves in a state ol com-
plete disorganisation and demoralisation.  There was a mass of
unorganised landless peasantry who fell casy prey to recruiting agents
for the mines and White farms: there was a muass of agriculturai
tabourers living under conditions of serfdom: in the towns were
nundreds of thousands of unorganised workers who had no defence
against exploitation.  Those few—very few—who were organised inio
trad¢ unions tillesuli could not even carry out theiv proper trade umion
function. Thes were stifled by the enciustation of a top laver of
bureancrats. In the political field rank opportunism had shattered and
almost ann:hilited the organisations of the people. The few militants
had  become disillusioned by the irresponsible ventures of stunt-
addicted opportunsts.  The people were left without hope. They had
fost taith in leaders, and what 15 more. they had lost faith in them-
seives, in their ability to put up a struggle. This is the morass to which

“developing along their own lines™ had brought them. To this desert
collaboratiun h rought then

To ger thie peopie out ol the morass it was necessary to sever the
hnk that sound them through their leaders to their oppressors. it was
necessary o cut ithe chan of collaboration.

Here is where the Boycott proves itsell @ most effective weapon.
1t is the hammer and chisel that snaps the chain. It is in this sense
that we say the Bayeott s necessituted by the objective conditions in
this country, that the need for the use of the Boveott weapon arises out
of the living realities of a whole system of racial oppression in the
so-called Union of Scuth Africa.

Once the stranglehold is loosened and the people are free to think
for themselves they can exanune their position, review their past
mistakes and on the basis of this choose the proper course to follow,
1nn, suceessfizl use of tie Boveoitt weapon gives thern the necessary
infidenee and builds vp theiv moraie. 1 it {5 used simultaneousiy by
ail sections ol the oppressed —as we L.m: u_;p cted above-—it has «
anifving torea, It puts them on l.b r feet, gives them a sense of their
own power amd thus helps them to embark on more ditheunlt forms ol
strugele, They deveiop m'-i.."-_*m;;. md;pcml;._ke and a traditton ol
acting in unity,

Urited acifon at tihis stage is ditected simply at defeating the plans
of the rufers. But the policy of Noa-collaboration—of which the
boveatt is one apolication v specific clreumstances-—hapiies  much
more than this. in its larger aspect it means uot only rejecting and
dereating the rulers’ plans for dheir gprrzssion. bar directing the people
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towards orgamsing their own lorces for a concerted strugele Log
libertv. In place of the herrenvoikism of the rulers they cmmierpose
the conveption of the eguality or ali mea. i thul stage their uniied
forces will be directed towurds puilding u society in Sowthh Africa in
which all men and women, irrespective ot colour and creed. shall have
equal rights and opportunities. Then only will the true Union of
South Africa begin to take form. This will be the Nauon of South
Africa.

The Boveott weapon. then, has a very positive part 1o play in
Building the Natior. And all who oppose the Boycott stand con-
demned before the people as the defenders of herrenvolkism. with ull
the destruction that it brings in its train. The intellectuals have to
make their choice : either to continue as collaborators or take their
piace alongside their people. and together with them go forwird 1o the
task of Building the Nation. a Nation [ree from race hatred and
appression,

June. 1952,
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