SOUTH_AFRTCAN STUDENT MOVEMENT

MINUTES

OF THE

THIRD GENBRAL STUDENTS COUNCIL,

Varue : St. Ansgars Conferense Centre, Rood;poort.
Date : 28th - 30th May, 1976.

heme : Re§onstruction towarge Self-determination

PROGRAMME

2 AY
1. Registration .
2, Opening Address
3. Presidential Spe
> ;Bymp'beium on Campus Militancy
%. - Executive Report
6. 1st Commission Sitting::
’ a. Education
»bs Policy
c. Constitution
7. Late Registration 3
8. Symposium on Black Theology

1., Speaker ort Black Consciousness
2, Second Commission Sitting:
a. Sport’
~ b, Culture
c. Comminity Development
3. Role of a Student Movement in the? struggle

s for National Liberation. §
T MA 1976 SUNDAY

: ¥ Third Commission Sitting
2, a. Relations
b. Operation and Communication
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2. History of the struggle
3. Planning Commission
4. Elections,



AG-ENDA

Interim Executive

President ¢ Vusi TSHABALALA
Vice President : Siphe Ciko MBATHA
Sec. General : Nkululeko XELITHOLE
Organising Sec.: Zwelinzima SIZANI

Additional
. Members _ : Themba MAJOKA
Kabelo MOFOKENG
Lesedi B. MASKTHLA -
Sittings:
28th May, 1976

The President, Vusi TSHABALALA, opened thc G.S.C. formally and
led the house in singing "“Unzimg Lomthwalo".

He then delivered his official Presidential Address(refer: PPesi=—
dential adgyess).

Nadi‘oe T. MANTHATA led G.S.Cs {m a symposium on Campus Militancys,

The m&cntaxy read the Executive Report and was adoptedi
(ref ve Report) ’

G.S.C. broke into three commissions :

a. Education
b. Poldecy
c. Constitution

a. The Report on Education was adopted ¥ presented
b. The Commission on Policy presented thé Black Students
.Manifesto of SASO as its reports, which was adopted.

c. A new structure of the Executive Committee was proposed
and accepted. A new portfolio that of Director of Publica-
tions was introduced and number five under "Powers:aid
Duties of the National Rxecutive Committee" was scraped
off.

In a symposium on Black Theology a paper was read by Puso K.
KHUTSOANE.

29th May, 1976 )
IMG‘.S.C. sat to listen to a speech on Black ConMciousness by Aubrey
MOKOENA thereafter the house broke into three commissions:

a. Sport
b. Culture
-cs Community Development

ia. The repbrt on Sport was adopted as presented
be The report of this commission was in the form of a motion
which was ndonted.



the publication of newsletters and reading of poe!;ry.A
Newsletters should: §
(i)Criticise all racial segregated sport bodies.
(ii)Criticise government created bodies like bantustans,crc, aaic; B
(iii)Criticise and discourage foreign investments. —
(iv)Bear clarity on the back ground of culture and education of the
Blackman. -

(d)Promote seminars.
(e)Organise and comemorate eventful days such as Heroes -Day.

The Tudont can organise community projegta such as:-
(1)64ving clthing to needy individuals.
11)Organise soup feeding schemes.
(111)Organise literacy projects
(iv)Initiate Black Theology

Draw up in constitutional laguage the aims of a national student mo
vement consisted with the goals mentioned above.

For the liberation of a Blackman,the national student movement shall

1.Heighten the sense of awareness.

2.Promote the spirit of fraternity,self-reliance and communalism.

3.Spread its tenacles by means of periodical Newletters wich should
reflect everything written under heading"Newsletters should" —

4.0rganise seminars.

5.0rganise and observe eventful days in the struggle of a Blackman
in Azania. :

6.0rganise community projects.

AIMS:

(a)To help encourage the students to understand their work by orga-
nising study groups.

(b)To promote mutual understanding and discussions and activities
about the liberation of a Blackman.

(¢)To promote fluid communication between students and the staff
where applicable.

(d)To instill the spirit of sharing hardships ‘and happiness with
parents ’

(e)To instil the spirit of belonsi~g in students.

(£)To conduct research in the cultural background of a Blackuan.

GOALS:
(a)Developement of character and olsjectivity.



MOTTONS

The follmung motions on current issues were tahled—ind wep’v
unanimous ly adopted by G.S.C.

Afrikaans Strikes
- That this G.S.C. noting:

1. The mcent'atnkes by schoqls aghinst the used”of Afrikaans
as a medium of instruction is a sign of demonstration against

# schools' systematized prodyging of “good Industrial boyst .-
for the powers that be

2. The national, implications pof these strikes

Therefore resolve:

1. 'l'o‘ totally reject the use of Afrikaans as a medi\m 9! instruc=

on

2, To fully support the atudeuts who took a stand in the rejec—

tion of this‘dialect’

3., Also %o condnln the racially Separated Educational. sy‘stom

*
: *' MOTAPANYANE 1.

ONDER HLATSHWAYO T,

.‘l'*n et

‘I’hn‘t this G¢5.C. noting,

1. the "ind d " of, the Pransk i is “given" so as to "msti%

and ”liv-rt" our utmggls for national liberation, .

2. the Transkei "mdependonce" is a show case to the world by::
the Pretoria regim to serve its int.est of catalyst 1deolcgy

Therefore resolve;

“Po totally reject the independ of the T kei #nd any other
thing pertaining to it. . .
MOVER:

- MWALE G.

‘SECONDER:  THEMBISA M.
Leslie SRHUME: :
That thia G.S.C. noting,.

1. tho *famous flying object of Sport", Leslig SEHUME, will
= undartakp his treacherous adventures in New Zealund. -
2. the warm "exposi, article in thd Vaderland-, "Ons stuur

. 'Swartmafh na N-Se#land" on the 30/5/76.

Therefore resolve,

ity to condemn intorte his mission as Anti-Black cause actions
2. to inform himjthat his Judas Iscariot's ac/t,ions won't in any
m deter the struggle ,2
= oo



MOVER : SIZANI Z.
SECONDER: -MATSHI Si

Culture:
That ‘this G.S:C. noting,
1. our culture has been good to meet our needs.all the times,
2, our culture has been polluted by Western Culture
: Therefore resolves,

1.' to organise rural camps wheyein urban students will have b
live with rural families,

2. 'to encourage people to wear African garlos,

MOVER s NGEMA V.
SECONDER: HLATSHWAYO T.

Internal Secuﬂ ty Bill;

That this.G«S.C. noting,

1. the provision of the I.S,Bill and the likes are meére intimi-
datory laws planned by the powers that be to maintain the
_ Status quo. ) :
2. . Black people of Azania have been victims of these draconilis
£from_time immemorial.:

Theret"cz:e resofve,

1. to totally rejéét all such draéonian laws . g

2, to maintain blacks 8ignity and convictions irrespective of”
what‘the Pretoria regime legislates -

MOVER +  MOTAPANYANE T.
SF'ONDER : WAQETHUKA M.’



Presidential Specch

Black Brothers and sinters of Azan.a.Rightful owners of the fortile sefl.
Our issue at hand is ono of the greatest of its niture. 1 r . bahd greatost
in the whcle world. This moans that we are *he poopla mostly directed to the
issue as opposcd to other poople. We are posond to nonc towards changing
South Africa into Azania. If wo are scoond to nene chauge.won t come
unless brought by us. i .

-
Ag‘in, Brothers and Sistcrs; thuush we are diroctiv irvelved in this sauso
Black people: WE are much more involved s students By so saying I am
trying to pinpoint the slight difference of the lavel of cngino:ring change
as students and as laymen. The student has all tho caracity tobuild and afte

. r to lead our cause with all the neoccssary diplomatio strategies at hand.

So, wo are here today as a student ,not to come and quostion or to come and
ask the Exeoutive of SASM about what is te bo dono; but to fulfill the
obligation of Azanian students by jointly contriduting in our struggle .
towards bringing the nccossary change. lot us not take this conforence as
)molt talked about social gathering whore people miet one another for mere
furthering of introductions or "popularity". Let us direct our thinking
towards our cause as onc organisation. By so saying I moraly appoalto you
to contribute as far as our brains oancarry us.

Let us Pemove all the fear wich might act as a stumbling block towards our
obligatory taskg Jwant to assurc you that one must recally fear nothing in
doing thg right thing. For the truth we shall st irrespective of any
bitterness encountered. For justice 8hj’ d irrespective of any ovil
spirits prevailing. For froedom wo shall stand irrespective of any amount of
torture eds ¥e shall not allow cursclvos to be turnod from our God who'

isnot armed with a gun; our;God who is armed with justice. truth and lovej
only t~ be ‘incorporatod to evil. Wa shall not allow oursalv:s to be sopocrate-

. d from Him irrespective of the amount of menay or partial froodom promised *: :

Js by our oppressors. We shall rather,die in His hands if defth becomes the
only 4ltornative from sticking to the truth. Any way, daith is the necassary
end for human life. That is vy our leaders decided to stay in Robheh Island
rather than ooming to perfom duties for Satan operating his hcll at the Tras
\skei, Kwa-Zulu, and you name thom. We shall not ignoramsscm (Leaders) in
jr daily struggle bacause they pioneccred a great way fo) us. Leading us to
freedom.Should they havo decid»d to do nothing;they should have landed on
the "safe" side; getting Honorary doctoral degrocs coupled with dailygtrips
to America, like our pseudo-lcaders; Gatsha Buthelozi, Matanzima and all who
try toshow us that the Bantu Homelands are here to stay. 3
? £ . »
Sons and Daughters of the soil;we are not herc bocause we volunteored for i,

" “for the struggle to freodom:but becauss wo are obliged by tho thirst or noed

to struggle. The word itsclf (strugglo) shows that no one must. sxpuct

tortureless nursing or luxury like our pseudo-leaders. We hive seen people
getting paid for their traitorship, we have séen people being turned into
dogd to bark and bitetheir cwn mations. That is why we (students) are daily
barked at or ‘threatened that we shall loan our Bantu education androt in
prisons if we involve ourselves in the tisk for liberition. Most unfortunate
» some little number of students, who do not have obje®tive and/or
independent thinking minds have ac:.epted this venom. They will thus tell you
that they suspend the struggle for a while; until they complets their studie
» This view is out. Every step of a Blackman is sufferinz- I wonder whether
“" student whs juspends the strigele o'\ ingen ic WM. | ..ou of krledow
durifig the period of suspension; or he still suffers, but he does not want

40 respond because he is in thy phase of suspension; non-involvegent.. Our
struggle is not 2 part time hobhy. L




Let wur mtel‘loctu»\l atrongholds be the building pillars of the inevitable®
hotting of tne séruggie; wiihou. any cheising. It is undeniable thnt change -
‘ir cuming. Evarycne hears ihe surong winds of. change unless when he lacks ' :
sengory receptivity. The bells of history toli louder nd louder everyday.
They tell us that histocy will never-at one stage ocme .o a glandstill.
is another emphasis of the coming of change. The Gre.t Roman Bmpire fell
She thought she tco stronz. to ansextent of not being shaked by anything
Amexica was recently Ahown by Vintnom that pride comos before a fall, All
31232 show that the ndvantages of chanze are on oug side. Ve are hghtmg 2
vinning battle, with our Ged on the other ‘anure3 hand.
To our long detairied brothers.I woul<i like to say stick on.To our recently
', du%@nedgbrothers and alutors. I would likoe to say hold % gh. To our "just
19 be detai brothers” , I woald like %o say thange not. We want freedom. -
© W3 saall. ""»‘ ‘frdo’ in praeon racher than serving evil epirits
outside. Te'all \the black students; lev us flow with tho current of lidem~;
iivi. We are all oallud. 4Thogs who shn!l apme ;, or who shall iake an cmni.
te dirac um,uhall be krown. What shail happen to them, ia not y»t reveilabe
le. .

POYER!

Vusi Tshabalala .



National Report

Interim Committee:

President ¢ Vusi Tsbabalala

Vice President : Ciko Sipho Mbatha

Secretary General: Nkululeko Xelithole

Organising Sec, : Zweli Sizani

Comm, Mebers : Billy Masetlha
Kebello Mofokeng

Not much has to be expected from this committe in that they only started
working together from the beginning of this year after the movements elected
executive had been disturbed by the interference by special branch members
through detentions, etc.

From the 1975 conference of Sasm everything scemed to be working up fine,theré
was really co-ordination of work within; the movement. The then National Exe-
cutive was:

President : Vusi Tshabalala(Vaal Complex)
Vice President : 2Zuzile Cindi(E.C.)
Orgonising Se3, : Nkosiyakhe Masondo(JHB.)
Secretary Gemeral : Billy Masetlha(JHB)

Through the everyday harrassments from the Security Police in the Eastern Cape
especially on our Vice President's we found ourselves having to do without one
for they had forced him into exile. All this did not deter our Executives'

courageous leadership. st

hree seemed to be working fime in that no one was co-opted
residency but this indirectly broke the communication between
the "Egecutive and the EAstem Cape Branch for quite some time.
in Septm\ber, our Otganising Secwetary was detained and some of the Jo'burg
branch. members were either. detained oun forced into exile. The detention of
‘Nkosiyakhe completely broke down the executive in that only two executive
members remained and by then most students wcre preparing for their exeamina-
tions so then not much could have been done. And we aze here today without
ot Organis{ng Becretary fnr he is serving a five year sentence.

The. wo remal.ning erecutive memb ed four b whose gemés and
portfolios are stated in ‘the beginning of this year , So far we have “been
together;. *

Our. top most duty was to work towards a G.S,C..which it was agreed the Trans—
fveal will have to host,. ! I x =
In the Vaal cemplex, after the President had left for Varsity together with
other membe:s, there was a‘ﬁsolutely nothing doing in that area.

Johanne.,\bu:g branch- we found .no. student uanted .to meddle with it 1n view of
the arrests end exiles experienced there. St d turned to symp ze with

.ASM and tarough everythmg was done to co-ordinate them but in vain.

ln Natan sve:yth,‘n& had to be bstarted from the heginning for Httle or " mone,
was known. of SASM and it: was only in thelast,few. months that encouraging
contact. was; made- with students in the Pietermaritzburg area.

'Im the.Eastern .Cape S.A.S,M. is met with enthusiasism by students Lhough some
i0 ‘avold it because of. the: 31 members who.were detained and f£ive,of them
en, charged under: the £amous Terrorism Act,

!n thxs region we witness the speedy. growth of branches established recently,
naiely, Tembalsbsntu(lwelitsha), Nompendulo, Gold, Forbes, Kuyasa and Sehushe
(Transkei). One. of; the most, promising, branches in the Eastern Cape is Head-
Healdtown,membership :is-growing at a fast rate. .. , . . o8 o1

This: region has undertaken projects jomtly with the !ocal btnnch of Saso,due
£ Yagk of funds. At the momant th “-x ‘s favolved in 4 veloping the



. SPORY - COMAISSION
BAC.L.GROULD

Ve blacks aze aware that we. ean not avoid politics in
“our daily hve.-. fais vecdueo more.apparent in’ our
agenia.uituation, whews owr duily Lovements arre cuntrolled by

wseleso cud ruthles. Giseriwinotory lauws. That i why we

Te iect Koorphofi (mwiaistor of sport) wnd-iis ¥ tiomakiute

ticium thot the sinternati onai coumuni ¢y ha.. byen wwing
politic.. 0 bur South ifricen p rticipatioh ia the inter-
bational Gemes like Porld CGups, eic, 1IN Vorsters' iregime
point oi view, muliinational sport isthe answer to the -
South afirican problem:. ,nd »; and large, can enable him~
for tiwe ve.n, to yive ihe vorld the iugression that he is

2 thot th
ettt D sl fiaies o e

In order that we <hould arrive at a %goper conclusion.-of -
deliberctions we shoulc oxamine Vorsier joveramsat point
of view in zegurd to useparaie development. e will have:
uixi.%uen.. A[ation.. ia one couniry, hence hulti-national -

1. KUL2I=ia®iliied, oPOLDS

Ve as bluck nation we do nov . rce in the devisions in
our coumr_,. Je whould oisli; veject the multinaiional
uports,

2. LULLI=-RACIAL -SPD.\'..L.‘L

W8 ore avaze of <he fuct thet- the prevent uystem in Gy
couniry favours whiie., 1n the wonue th.t they have all
he necewwary fueiiities 1u Sport,.e.;. sufficient and well:
;greg for g:nni: courts, Ji% uggger ofounas ind an:;by 2
~fields., i i conPunt v 0 tion
ave o zT ievw usoccer tts ;uén.. ’ ur ,ni-ﬂ% 1:‘feld.. azxd ver&
tnw wIlLs COWwids and not - ell con»truct and Jooked
after: Thus a que..tion er:...eu, "what »iol 1c our ‘Sport
policy be 1ike??? e
o 2
15 *char, cteri...eo by’ diveriningti on,. . Phis
55—call°d PRSI b Spois uo‘:’:cer,cin ycftitculur is
cesyi_ned to ooouu ih alrecd, daws,zc image of the
racists inerautionuil, The rejeciedicn of the racipts
‘in the inernutiounl . 15 atiributable o the im-
plewentution oi .Ap...ruhelu vh:.cn ; menlfest in diseri-
winotory upo.t laws aimed ot Darrin, the t.lented Blocks
to prove thcwself s¥ilifull ooth n.tionally end inler- - .
smatlonally. /e velisve that if the idca of .Juj.h-racz.alim
inisport wa. a wincere attitude; the sport policy malkers
ould ior vhe sutabliih menv-ol muliiicgial tewas with
8 PIngs atuachyd 10 serve invercut oL .mor.. in our
ountry.

TBAViSaze/ i eeeeess

-



‘Lo =Flay o:u« should of all vaces Yo be free irom-golowr-bar

.;d inierioriiy co-i, ex.

bon-..ectioual daed boosd ..1,1~, of %he wor.le o yuorts-
men and vouen,.

Sportu to-«fioid ecuzt..ule srivilegos.  fox-sall
sporiemen uxd wom — : Ll



Mr President 'and my young frienﬂs,

You have asked me to address you on the genesis, ﬁelvelopament
and escalation of our movement for national liberation. _While
I wish to thank you for what is doubtless a signal honour

I must hasten to state that it was not without a feeling of
inadequacy that I acceded to your request, for, n-ot having a
photographic memory I could never give a faithful account of

the vicissitudes and travails through which the movement passed.
They are legion and without a black press to which we could refer
to, verify what statements we make, hdwever meticulous I may

try to be, there are bound to be loopholes. I must emuaqu;ntly
request you to bear with me for giving you what to all intents

and purposes will be a skimpy account.

~ .
No review of the ﬁi-tary of our liberatory s_truz;gle will be.

adequate, that does not open with a fleeting reference to what,

I prefer to call the pre-industrialisation period by which I
mean the era in which the different tribes that occupied the
country fought single-handed to drive off the foreigners who
invaded the country and ook possession of it. M This was the
period from the first encounter between the Aineidns sailors in
1648 and the Hottentots — a brush in which the intruderswere
completely routed, and the Zulu rebellion of 1906. During

this period, there was a constant state of hostilities in which
‘the white man's rapine of the country was resisted for 258 yearsf
And this happened not withstanding the chicanery and bribery which
the invaders used to beguile and demoralise Africa chiefs and

haa&m, Among the black leaders of these troublous times
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are peerless nameé such as Makana, Moshesh, Dingaan, Citym:rayo
and Nyabela -whose proud statue stands defiant on a#hill in the
Middleburg district. Only a poét could describe the exploits
of these sons of Africa. They were defeated by the superior
arms of the white men but died fiy}ting for the sanctity of this
land and the ashes of the fathers.

The Organised liberatory movement on a national scale came about
as a consequence of industrialisation with its corollary of
detribalisation. Prior to this, the first conscious efforts
initiated by a new kind of educated leadership were provincially
orientated and arose from the peculiar circumstances of their
colony.. In the Cape Province where in 1854 the Africans were
enfranchised and given a citizenship status, the need arose for
the establishment of an oramiu'tian end a press to maintain’ the
integrity of their rights and inform themselves generally
concerning the state of things in the country. This was
the beginning of an . assocation which cut across and did not

recognise ethic affiliations for even in the Cape where the

people spoke one language' they had none the less been divided
by loyalty to different chiefs.

The consciousness of group interests in Natal was caused by a

namber of forces.. The emergence of the Amakholwa as a result
,of missionary education on the one hand, and the changable land ’
;:pelicy.following upon the conquest of the Zulus and coupled
with the studied determination of the white settlers to reduce

‘blacks to a state of vassalage were the main determinants of this
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phenonenon. There was also the formation of farmers
corporations and syndicates. These all painted the way to

-
organisations on a national scale though this was a completely

new concept.

The discovery of gold and diamonds in the Transvaal and the
Western Cape added to the escalation of "the new ferment.‘ As

the mines could only become workable propositions nr;en

supported by the ever prese;ace of masses of landless workers,
the disinherited population saw relief from their schooled
impoverishment in the opportunities for employment on the

mines where they were assured of regular monetary incomes.

The same forces which operated in Natal and the Cape were at

work in the Transvaal. There was a land squeeze as the newcomert
parcelled the best land among themselves and reduced the bllc_:ks
to a state of penury. One of the results of this impoverishment
was the formation in the this province of ‘a number of presses -
Motswalle by Letanka, the Native Advocate by Mr, S.M. Makgathi
and Leihlo la Babatsho which was established in Pietersburg

by an organisation called the Native Vigilance Association. Al],.
these associations sporadic and unconnected as the seemed were
symptons of a new awakening. But the main catalystic f&rpe

for change wag 1ndustrialisétion. The sprouting tovp ofA
Johannesburg became the focal point for the emerging cla_su‘ o(
educated Blacks and soon they had formed "The African Club",
where the ;net to exchange their ideas and plan resistance against
the laws which the South African parliament was passing every year.
The refusal of the South African and Free S'tate Republics to
allow the extersion of theTFranchise to their provinces at the

National Convention which unified the four provinces into the
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Union of S. Africa now convinced; the
Africans, of the need for a nationwide organisgtimi. . At this
.time, a further factor ‘for national unity was the enactment of
the Native Land Act of 1913, Until this law was passed through
parliament hundred of black families lived as tenants on the
farmers' land and the crop-sharing which a oondition of their
tenancy enabled them to eke out. a decent and comfortable living.
This was contrary to the White man's plan which he had been ?
shaping and reshaping in order to control the development of a
nation of black workers. So the Act was passed which rendered
thousands of families houseless and impoverished them completely.
The African National Congress was formed at this stage with
John Dube as its first National President. One of its first
decisions was to send a Deputation to the British Parliament
to plead for the revocation of this Act, but their pleas Ln éhll
connection fell on deaf ears, After this the Congress became
very active and qenin in 1919 at the end of the First lor]id War
when the principle of sef-determination as enunciated by the newly-
forned League of Nations, became generally accepted and raised
new hopes, a deputation was dispatched to Britain and again
failure was was registered because South A!;-ica had refusegi to
be a signatory to the Charter of Humen rights which it had helﬁed
to draught. Afts;' this then they experienced a period of
decline and the pass strike of 1918 in the course of which
‘a number of activists were imprisoned. A number of organisations
sprang up at this period which attracted many youns men to them.
.One of them was the Joint Council of Europeans and Africans.

It gave them the false feeling that if they were not active in

“the hational struggle, at least they were not involved. The
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Joint c.ouncils were primarily welfare oréanisatiuné w}mse osten—-
sible aim was to initiate welfare projects in thé African
community. One of thg sinister albeit covert,aims tl; exercise
“control over African leadership. The most negative influence
which militated against the developement and effectiveness of .
the Congress was the I.C.U. (Industrial and Commercial Workers
Unions). It had a programme of action whieh attracted the °
youth away from the main political movement and there fo6llowed
a lull which lasted until the eﬁly thirties when Dr. A.B.L.
Xuma was invited the lead to struggle and bring the intellsctqﬁlsl
with him,

An important factor in the early stages of the struggle was the
Black press. " At the same time as the congress was launched,

a number of existing papers were malgamated into the Abantu
Batho, a press the influonég of which cannot be imagined. ' -
Edited by a succession of able and onin!nt leaders, it knit the
liberatory forces together and fostered g strong nationalistic
spirit as no ot\bgr medium has dones This press however could
not compete successfully against the rivagl ‘paper the Umteteli wa
Bantu which was initiated by the Chmbex: of Mines.

The rest of the struggle is still green m our memories to be
recapitulated am:l I shall therefore conclude by saying the future
of any race lies in the hands of its youth and that real freedom
is earned and not given on a platter.

Mr. W. Ngakane.



